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PREFACE 

T his edition of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible is the outgrowth of 
the ecumenical concerns of contemporary Christianity. The Revised Standard 

Version has played a significant pioneering role in the efforts to achieve a common 
English Bible, i.e., an English translation receiving general ecumenical approval 
and acceptance. A first step was taken at the initiative of the Catholic Biblical 
Association of Great Britain when, with Catholic ecclesiastical approval and by 
agreement with the Revised Standard Version Bible Committee and the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., there was published the Catholic Edition of the Revised Standard Version 
Bible (1966). In it the Deuterocanonical Books are placed among the books of the 
Old Testament in accord with usual Catholic practice, that is to say, distributed 
throughout the Old Testament in the order followed in the Latin Vulgate. An 
important feature of the RSV Catholic Edition is the acceptance of the common 
English spelling of Biblical names in place of that based on the Latin Vulgate 
which had previously obtained in Catholic Bibles. At the present day, nearly all 
Bibles in the English language, whatever their origin, adopt the same spelling. In 
1965 the Oxford Annotated RSV Bible with Apocrypha, with notes and without 
changes in the biblical text received the Imprimatur of Cardinal Cushing, Arch
bishop of Boston. It is the first edition of the English Bible to have received both 
Catholic and Protestant approval. This helped to accustom Roman Catholics to 
having the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical Books gathered together in a group--a 
practice initiated by the Reformers. Since the appearance of the Oxford Annotated 
RSV there has been an increasingly mutual welcome and use of responsible 
contemporary English Bible translations. 

To facilitate the use of the RSV as a common Bible, the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. has 
approved the present ecumenical edition of the Revised Standard Version of the 
Old and New Testaments with a new improved arrangement of the Apocrypha, 
i.e., placed between the Testaments and with the Deuterocanonical Books separ
ately arranged and clearly indicated. It is published as the RSV Common (Ecu
menical) Bible not to preempt the title, but in recognition of our common Biblical 
heritage. 

The Revised Standard Version Bible (Origins, Nature, Publication) 

The Revised Standard Version Bible is an authorized revision of the American 
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Standard Version of 1901, which was a variant of the English Revised Version of 
1881-1885 and a revision of the King James Version of 1611. 

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translation of the 
original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to be printed, was the work of William 
Tyndale (New Testament, 1525 or 1526, Pentateuch, 1531). Tyndale's work met 
bitter opposition but became the foundation of subsequent English versions, 
notably those of Coverdale, 1535; Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym for 
John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and the 
Bishops' Bible, 1568. In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, made from the 
Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published at Rheims. 

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all of these 
preceding versions, and comparison shows that it owes something to each of them. 
It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever source, which had 
stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially in the New Testament, to 
Tyndale. It is worth recalling what was explicitly stated in the Preface to the 
English Revised Version of the NT (1881), namely that the King James trans
lators made use of the Rheims Version of the New Testament (1582) of which a 
second edition had appeared before the KJV project began. Thus some very 
familiar expressions in the RSV can be traced back through KJV to the Rheims 
NT, e.g., "to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain," (Phil. 1.21). 

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular use; 
but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries no other 
authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The King James Version 
became the "Authorized Version" of the English-speaking peoples. 

The King James Version has with good reason been termed "the noblest 
monwnent of English prose." Its revisers in 1881 expressed admiration for "its 
simplicity, its dignity, its power, its happy turns of expression ... the music of 
its cadences, and the felicities of its rhythm." It entered, as no other book has, 
into the making of the personal character and the public institutions of the 
English-speaking peoples. We owe to it an incalculable debt. 

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the development of Biblical studies 
and the discovery of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon which the 
King James Version was based, made it evident that its defects were so many and 
so serious as to call for revision of the English translation. The task was under
taken, by authority of the Church of England, in 1870. The English Revised 
Version of the Bible was published in 1881-1885; and the American Standard 
Version, its variant embodying the preferences of the American scholars associated 
in the work, was published in 1901. In 1928 the copyright of the latter was 
acquired by the International Council of Religious Education, and thus passed 
into the ownership of the Churches of the United States and Canada which were 
associated in this Council through their boards of education and publication. The 
Council appointed a Committee of scholars to have charge of the text of the 
American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether further 
revision was necessary. In 1937 the revision was authorized by vote of the Council, 
which directed that the resulting version should "embody the best results of 
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modem scholarship as to the meaning of the Scriptures, and express this meaning 
in English diction which is designed for use in public and private worship and 
preserves those qualities which have given to the King James Version a supreme 
place in English literature." The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament 
was published in 1946, and the entire Bible appeared on September 30, 1952, St. 
Jerome's Day in the liturgical calendar. 

In response to the request of the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, October, 1952, the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., the successor to the International Council 
of Religious Education, organized a committee of scholars to undertake revision 
of the English translation of the Apocrypha; and its publication was authorized 
December 12, 1952. The Revised Standard Version of the Apocrypha was published 
on September 30, 1957. For general discussion of the Apocrypha and the Deutero
canonical Books, see below. 

The committee of translators, the Revised Standard Version Bible Committee, is 
a continuing committee, having charge of the text of the Revised Standard Version 
Bible, and recommending and making such revisions or new translations as may 
be authorized by the NCCCUSA. In 1954 it approved the proposal for the Catholic 
Edition of the Revised Standard Version, giving its consent to the necessary 
changes, (see above p. 1). In 1959, in connection with the study of criticisms and 
suggestions from various readers a few changes were authorized for subsequent 
editions, most of them corrections of punctuation, capitalization, or foomotes. 
Some of them are changes of words or phrases made in the interest of consistency, 
clarity, or accuracy of translation. 

The Revised Standard Version Bible Committee has become both ecumenical 
and international, with Protestant and Catholic members, who come from Great 
Britain, Canada, and the United States. An outstanding Jewish scholar was an 
active member of the Old Testament Section for the 1952 edition. 

The Second Edition of the translation of the New Testament (1971) profits 
from textual and linguistic studies published since the Revised Standard Version 
New Testament was first issued in 1946. Many proposals for modification were 
submitted to the Committee by individuals and by two denominational com
mittees. All of these were given careful attention by the Committee. 

Two passages, the longer ending of Mark (16.9-20) and the account of the 
woman caught in adultery On. 7.53-8.11), are restored to the text, separated from 
it by a blank space and accompanied by informative notes describing the various 
arrangements of the text in the ancient authorities. With new manuscript support 
two passages, Lk. 22.19b-20 and 24.51b, are restored to the text, and one passage, 
Lk. 22.43-44, is placed in the note, as is a phrase in Lk. 12.39. Notes are added 
which indicate significant variations, additions, or omissions in the ancient 
authorities (Mt. 9.34; Mk. 3.16; 7.4; Lk. 24.32, 51, etc.). Among the new notes 
are those giving the equivalence of ancient coinage with the contemporary day's 
or year's wages of a laborer (Mt. 18.24, 28; 20.2, etc.). Some of the revisions 
clarify the meaning through rephrasing or reordering the text (see Mk. 5.42; Lk. 
22.29-30; Jn. 10.33; 1 Cor. 3.9; 2 Cor. 5.19; Heb. 13.13). Even when the changes 
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appear to be largely matters of English style, they have the purpose of presenting 
to the reader more adequately the meaning of the text (see Mt. 10.8; 12.1; 15.29; 
17.20; Lk. 7.36; II.17; 12.40; Jn. 16.9; Rom. 10.16; I Cor. 12.24; 2 Cor. 2.3; 
3.5, 6; etc.). 

The Revised Standard Version Old Testament 

The problem of establishing the correct Hebrew and Aramaic text of the Old 
Testament was in 1937-52 very different from the corresponding problem in the 
New Testament. For the New Testament we have a large number of Greek 
manuscripts, preserving many variant forms of the text. Some of them were made 
only two or three centuries later than the original composition of the books. 
Extant manuscripts of the Old Testament (with the exception of the Qurnran [Dead 
Sea] texts of Isaiah and Habakkuk and some fragments of other books) are all of 
late date and based on a standardized form of the text established many centuries 
after the books were written. The situation has been modified by the further 
discovery of numerous Qurnran and related manuscripts and fragments, such as 
those from caves ~4 and n 1, still largely unpublished and their import yet to be 
digested. The picture of the variant recensions of the Hebrew and Aramaic text 
before the standard text was established is now much more complex, when the 
textual data are correlated with the ancient versions. 

The present revision is based on the consonantal Hebrew and Aramaic text as 
fixed early in the Christian era and revised by Jewish scholars (the "Masoretes") of 
the sixth to ninth centuries. The vowel signs also, which were added by the 
Masoretes, are accepted in the main, but where a more probable and convincing 
reading can be obtained by supplying different vowels, this reading has been 
adopted. No notes are given in such cases, because the vowel points are less 
ancient and reliable than the consonants. 

Departures from the consonantal text of the best manuscripts have been made 
only where it seems clear that errors in copying had occurred before the text was 
standardized. Most of the corrections adopted are based on ancient versions 
(translations into Greek, Aramaic, Syriac, and Latin), which were made before 
the time of the Masoretic revision and therefore reflect earlier forms of the text. 
In every such instance a footnote specifies the version or versions from which tht' 
correction has been derived, and also gives a translation of the Masoretic Text. 

Sometimes it is evident that the text has suffered in transmission, but none of 
the versions provides a satisfactory restoration. Here we can only follow the best 
judgment of competent scholars as to the most probable reconstruction of the 
original text. Such corrections are indicated in the footnotes by the abbreviation 
Cn, and a translation of the Masoretic Text is added. 

The discovery of the meaning of the text, once the best readings have been 
established, is aided by many new resources for understanding the original 
languages. Much progress has been made in the historical and comparative study 
of these languages. A vast quantity of writings in related Semitic tongues, some 
of them only recently discovered. has greatly enlarged our knowledge of the 
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vocabulary and grammar of Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic. Sometimes the present 
translation will be found to render a Hebrew word in a sense quite different from 
that of the traditional interpretation. It has not been felt necessary in such cases 
to attach a footnote, because no change in the text is involved and it may be 
assumed that the new rendering was not adopted without convincing evidence. 
The analysis of religious texts from the ancient Near East has made clearer the 
significance of ideas and practices recorded in the Old Testament. Many difficulties 
and obscurities, of course, remain. Where the choice between two meanings is 
particularly difficult or doubtful, we have given an alternative rendering in a 
footnote. If in the judgment of the Committee the meaning of a passage is quite 
uncertain or obscure, either because of corruption in the text or because of the 
inadequacy of our present knowledge of the language, that fact is indicated by a 
note. 

A major departure from the practice of the American Standard Version is the 
rendering of the Divine Name, the "Tetragrammaton." The American Standard 
Version used the term "Jehovah"; the King James Version had employed this in 
four places, but everywhere else, except in three cases where it was employed as 
part of a proper name, used the English word LORD (or in certain cases GOD) 

printed in capitals. The present revision returns to the procedure of the King 
James Version, which follows the precedent of the ancient Greek and Latin 
translator and the long established practice in the reading of the Hebrew Scriptures 
in the synagogue. While it is almost if not quite certain that the Name was origin
ally pronounced "Yahweh," this pronunciation was not indicated when the 
Masoretes added vowel signs to the consonantal Hebrew text. To the four con
sonants YHWH of the Name, which had come to be regarded as too sacred to 
be pronounced, they attached vowel signs indicating that in its place should 
be read the Hebrew word Adonai meaning "Lord" (or Elohim meaning "God"). 
The ancient Greek translators substituted the word Kyrios (Lord) for the Name. 
The Vulgate likewise used the Latin word Dominus. The form "Jehovah" is of 
late medieval origin; it is a combination of the consonants of the Divine Name and 
the vowels attached to it by the Masoretes but belonging to an entirely different 
word. The sound of Y is represented by J and the sound of W by V, as in Latin. 
For two reasons the Committee has returned to the more familiar usage of the 
King James Version: (I) the word "Jehovah" does not accurately represent any 
form of the Name ever used in Hebrew; and (2) the use of any proper name for 
the one and only God, as though there were other gods from whom He had to be 
distinguished, was discontinued in Judaism before the Christian era and is entirely 
inappropriate for the universal faith of the Christian Church. 

The Revised Standard Version New Testament 

The King James Version of the New Testament was based upon a Greek text 
that was marred by mistakes, containing the accumulated errors of fourteen 
centuries of manuscript copying. It was essentially the Greek text of the New 
Testament as edited by Beza, 1589, who closely followed that published by 
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Erasmus, 1516-1535, which was based upon a few medieval manuscripts. The 
earliest and best of the eight manuscripts which Erasmus consulted was from the 
tenth century, and he made the least use of it because it differed most from the 
commonly received text; Beza had access to two manuscripts of great value, dating 
from the fifth and sixth centuries, but he made very little use of them because they 
differed from the text published by Erasmus. 

We now possess many more ancient manuscripts of the New Testament, and 
are far better equipped to seek to recover the original wording of the Greek text. 
The evidence for the text of the books of the New Testament is better than for 
any other ancient book, both in number of extant manuscripts and in the 
proximity of the date of some of these manuscripts to the date when the book was 
originally written. 

The revisers in the 187o's had much of the evidence that we now have for the 
Greek text, though several of the most ancient of all extant manuscripts were not 
discovered until 1931 (e.g., the Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri). There are now 
also the still more ancient Bodmer Papyri, published 1956-61, which have been 
taken into account for the second edition of the RSV New Testament. But they 
lacked the resources which discoveries within the past eighty years have afforded 
for understanding the vocabulary, grammar, and idioms of the Greek New Testa
ment. An amazing body of Greek papyri has been unearthed in Egypt since the 
187o's-private letters, official reports, wills, business accounts, petitions, and 
other such trivial, everyday recordings of the activities of human beings. In 1895 
appeared the first of Adolf Deissmann's studies of these ordinary materials. He 
proved that many words which had hitherto been assumed to belong to what was 
called "Biblical Greek" were current in the spoken vernacular of the first century 
A.D. The New Testament was written in the Koine, the common Greek which was 
spoken and understood practically everywhere throughout the Roman Empire in 
the early centuries of the Christian era. This development in the study of New 
Testament Greek has come since the work on the English Revised Version and 
the American Standard Version was done, and at many points sheds new light 
upon the meaning of the Greek text. 

The Revised Standard Version, The Apocrypha/The Deuterocanonical Books 

These are the books or portions of books which appear in the Latin Vulgate, 
either as a part of the Old Testament or as an appendix, but which are not in the 
Hebrew Bible. With the exception of 2 Esdras these books appear in the Greek 
version of the Old Testament known as the Septuagint. The Deuterocanonical 
Books consist of the Apocrypha, except for 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of 
Manasseh. In view of the importance of the Apocrypha in the present edition it 
will be in place to say something here of their origin. These books were written 
mostly between the second century B.C. and the first century A.D. and, though a 
number of them were originally written in Hebrew, they seem to have circulated 
chiefly in the Greek version outside Palestine, especially in Egypt. The books 
were perhaps less acceptable to the Jerusalem Jews of the Pharisaic tradition, but 
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they were certainly used in Palestine inasmuch as fragments have been found at 
Qumran among the Dead Sea Scrolls. A few other writings were sometimes 
included in the Greek manuscripts, such as Psalm 151, 3 and 4 Maccabees, and 
the Psalms of Solomon. 

The first Christians were Aramaic-speaking Jews of Palestine who were familiar 
with the Hebrew Scriptures, but, very soon, those of Greek speech, whether Jew 
or Gentile, far outnumbered those who spoke Aramaic, and the Bible they used 
was normally the Greek Septuagint translation with its extra books. This was in 
effect the Christian Old Testament and it remained their only text for the greater 
part of two centuries. 

Towards the end of the first century A.D., at Jamnia, the Jews decided that 
only books written in Hebrew and not later than Ezra were to be considered as 
inspired and canonical. Though some of the books then included are now known 
to have been written after the time of Ezra, the criteria did serve to exclude the 
extra literature referred to above. The need for a decision was prompted in part 
by the growing controversies with the Christians and the use they made of the 
Scriptures. 

In the absence of any definition of the Canon by Christian authorities, the 
clearly defined Hebrew Canon was always liable to exert an influence on Christian 
thinking. In the fourth century a number of prominent Fathers expressly declared 
that these extra books were non-canonical and so less authoritative than the books 
of the Hebrew Canon, and were to be read only for edification. Nevertheless, side 
by side with the expression of these opinions, Christians continued to use Greek 
and Latin Bibles with the extra books, which moreover were distributed throughout 
the Old Testament and not gathered into a single group. The great controversy 
over the canonical character of these books towards the end of the fourth century, 
in which Augustine and Jerome were the champions respectively for and against, 
eventuated in the decision of the Councils of Africa, approved by Rome, that the 
Christian Canon of the Old Testament consisted of the books of the Hebrew 
Canon together with seven others, namely Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, Tobit, 
Judith, and 1 and 2 Maccabees, and parts of two others, namely, Daniel and 
Esther, which were included in the Greek Septuagint and Latin Vulgate. In 
addition to these books, three others, namely 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of 
Manasseh, though not included in the Canon by the Councils, were nevertheless 
regarded as enjoying a position of esteem in view of their widespread Christian 
usage, especially in the liturgy. For this reason, they were included in editions of 
the Vulgate. In spite of the decisions of the Councils, including that of the Council 
of Florence (A.D. 1441) in favor of the longer Canon, doubts about the extra 
books of the Greek and Latin Bibles continued to be expressed from time to time 
up to the Reformation. 

In the sixteenth century the Reformers rejected those books in the Vulgate 
which they did not find in the Hebrew Canon. Thus in Luther's German trans
lation of the Bible (1534) the Apocrypha (with 1 and 2 Esdras omitted) stand 
between the Testaments with the title: "Apocrypha, that is, books which are not 
held equal to the sacred Scriptures, and nevertheless are useful and good to read." 
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Coverdale's English translation of the Bible (1535) gave them the same position 
(except Baruch and the Prayer of Manasseh), with the title "Apocrypha. The 
books and treatises which among the fathers of old are not reckoned to be of like 
authority with the other books of the Bible, neither are they found in the Canon 
of the Hebrew." 

The Apocrypha had a place in all the sixteenth century translations of the Bible. 
Matthew's Bible of 1537 was the first English Version to place all of the Apocrypha 
in a separate group. In the King James Version of 1611 they stand between the 
Testaments and there are a few cross references to passages in them. In the 
Catholic Rheims-Douay Version (1609) the Deuterocanonical Books are placed 
among the Old Testament writings, as in the Vulgate, with 1 and 2 Esdras printed 
as an appendix to the Old Testament as "not received into the Canon of Divine 
Scriptures by the Catholic Church." Article VI of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the 
Church of England says concerning the Apocrypha: "And the other books (as 
Hierome saith) the Church doth read for example of life and instruction of 
manners; but yet it doth not apply them to establish doctrine." 

It was during the Reformation period that the terms "Apocrypha" and "Deutero
canonical Books" came into general use. The word "Apocrypha" means "hidden" 
and was often applied to books which were withheld from circulation because the 
authorship was in doubt or the teaching had been questioned. Hence the word 
"Apocryphal" came to be the equivalent of "spurious," generally with the 
implication that the books should be avoided; and the Jews applied it to the mass 
of literature excluded from their sacred books when they defined their Canon. 
Jerome applied it to the small number of books which now bear that title and, 
largely because of his great authority, the Reformers adopted the same title for 
these books, though maintaining that they were to be read for edification. The 
term "deuterocanonical" used by Catholics was apparently coined by Sixtus of 
Siena in the sixteenth century to indicate those books in the Septuagint and 
Vulgate Old Testament which are not contained in the Hebrew. 

The Puritans opposed every use of these books that would suggest that they 
possessed any authority; and the Westminster Confession (1648) declares: "The 
books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part 
of the Canon of Scripture; and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, 
nor to be otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings." 

The Greek Orthodox Church, which uses the Greek Septuagint Version as its 
official text, has been accustomed to use the longer Canon of the Old Testament. 
The Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in 787 and the Council at Constantinople in 
869 quote certain Apocrypha as authoritative. In the great Schism of 1054 the 
Apocrypha were not an issue. They became more so at the time of the Protestant 
Reformation, and a shortlived attempt was made by Cyril Lukaris, Patriarch of 
Constantinople, to promote the adoption of the Hebrew Canon in the Greek 
Church. The question, however, was never regarded as quite so fundamental a 
doctrine as in the West. 

The basic Greek text of the books of the Apocrypha from which the present 
translation was made is the edition of the Septuagint prepared by Alfred Rahlfs 
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and published by the Wiirttemberg Bible Society, Stuttgart, 1935. This text is 
based mainly upon the c.odex Vaticanus (4th century A.D.), the Codex Sinaiticus 
(4th century), and the Codex Alexandrinus (5th century). For the book of Tobit 
the Greek text found in the codices Vaticanus and Alexandrinus was followed; 
and for the Additions to Daniel (namely, Susanna, the Prayer of Azariah and the 
Song of the Three Young Men, and Bel and the Dragon) the translators used the 
Greek version of Tbeodotion. 

The basic text followed in the case of 2 Esdras is the Old Latin version edited 
by Robert L. Bensly. This was supplemented by consulting the Latin text edited 
by Bruno Violet, as well as the several Oriental versions of 2 Esdras, namely, the 
Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic (two forms, referred to as Arabic 1 and Arabic 2), 
Armenian, and Georgian versions. In addition, account was taken of a few verses 
of the fifteenth chapter of 2 Esdras which have been preserved in Greek (Oxyrhyn
chus Papyrus No. 1010). 

In the translation of Siracb, constant reference was made to the medieval 
Hebrew fragments of a large part of this book, which were discovered at the end 
of the nineteenth century. Throughout the work of translating the books of the 
Apocrypha consideration was given to variant readings, including those in the 
apparatus cricicus of Rahlfs as well as those in other editions of the Septuagint or 
of single books of the Apocrypha. Likewise, a search was made for all portions of 
the Apocrypha preserved in the Greek papyri from Egypt, and the text of these 
fragments was collated with that of Rahlfs. 

The quarrels over the authority of the Apocrypha are now largely matters of 
the past, although variant views still are sincerely and strongly held. Today, the 
problem is approached, both theologically and historically, with understanding. 
Thus, among many Christian bodies there is an increasing interest in the 
Apocrypha, and the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity together with the 
United Bible Societies has recently prepared guiding principles for inter
confessional translation, containing a formula for the inclusion of the Apocrypha in 
certain editions published by the Bible Societies. Though agreement in principle 
on the Old Testament Canon is probably out of immediate reach, nevertheless 
there seems no reason why an attempt should not be made to arrange the Books in 
a way which would meet with general assent from all denominations. The present 
edition represents such an attempt. The Apocrypha are placed between the Testa
ments, as is done normally in Protestant Bibles, but 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer 
of Manasseh have been transferred to the end of the Deuterocanonical Books, 
separated from them by a blank page and accompanied by a note explaining that 
they are not regarded as canonical by Catholics. There is thus for the first time a 
clear distinction which will, it is expected, commend itself to the different Christian 
Churches. 

The Revised Standard Version is a revision which seeks to preserve all that is best 
in the English Bible as it bas been known and used through the years. It is 
intended for use in public and private worship. We have sought to put the message 
of the Bible in language worthy to stand in the great Tyndale-King James tradition. 
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We are glad to say, with the King James translators: "Truly (good Christian 
Reader) we never thought from the beginning, that we should need to make a new 
translation, nor yet to make a bad one a good one . . . but to make a good one 
better." 

This ecumenical edition has been prepared with the consent and cooperation 
of the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ, and in consultation with the RSV Bible Committee. Publishing privileges 
for this edition have been granted to all licensed publishers of the RSV Bible. 
Special indebtedness to the Reverend Dr. Reginald C. Fuller, Chairman of the 
Catholic Biblical Association of Great Britain, must be recognized, for providing 
valuable leadership in the formulation and working out of numerous details of 
this edition, in close consultation with the Reverend Professor Herben G. May, 
Chairman of the Revised Standard Version Bible Committee, and Dom Bernard 
Orchard, O.S.B., General Secretary of the World Catholic Federation for the 
Biblical Apostolate. The Division of Christian Education expresses appreciation 
to Lady Collins for her role in the initiation of this project. 

The impon of this ecumenical edition can be measured in pan by the wide 
endorsement given to it. His Eminence, Cardinal Koenig, Archbishop of Vienna, 
as President of the World Catholic Federation for the Biblical Apostolate, has 
given it endorsement for general use. The Reverend Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, 
Associate General Secretary for Christian Education, National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., gives it his wholeheaned approval. Endorsement 
has also been received from the Greek Onhodox Archbishop Athenagoras of 
Thyateira and Great Britain, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con
stantinople. Dr. A. M. Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, has stated that the RSV 
is sanctioned by the Church of England for use in church services. 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

GENESIS 

1 In the beginning God createda 
the heavens and the earth. 2 The 

earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep; 
and the Spirit'' of God was moving over 
the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, "Let there be light"; 
and there was light. 4And God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Nighr. And there was evening 
and there was morning, one day. 

6 And God said, "Let there be a 
firmament in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the 
waters." 7And God made the firmament 
and separated the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament. And 
it was so. XAnd God called the firma
ment Heaven. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a second day. 

9 And God said, "Let the waters un
der the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land ap
pear." And it was so. 10 God called the 
dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. llAnd God 
said, "Let the earth put forth vegeta
tion, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind, upon the earth." 
And it was so. 12 The earth brought 
forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 13And there was evening 
and there was morning, a third day. 

14 And God said, "Let there be 
lights in the firmament of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years, 15 and let them 
be lights in the firmament of the heavens 
to give light upon the earth." And it was 
u Or Whm God beK1.m rn 1.:reate 11 Or wind 

so. 16And God made the two great 
lights, the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night; he 
made the stars also. 17And God set them 
in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light upon the earth, I 8 to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. 19And there was 
evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day. 

20 And God said, "Let the waters 
bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across 
the firmament of the heavens." 21 So 
God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarm, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird ac
cording to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 22And God blessed them, 
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth." 23And there was 
evening and there was morning, a fifth 
day. 

24 And God said, "Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures according 
to their kinds: cattle and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth according 
to their kinds." And it was so. 25And 
God made the beasts of the earth ac
cording to their kinds and the cattle ac
cording to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. · 

26 Then God said, "Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth." 27 So God 
created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him ; male and 
female he created them. 2RAnd God 
blessed them, and God said to them, 

I.I: Jn II 1.26-27: Gen 5.1; Mt JQ.4; Mk 10.6: Col J.10; ]:1> 3.9. 
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"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth." 29And 
God said, "Behold, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed which is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have 
chem for food. 30And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every bird of the air, 
and to everything chat creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for 
food." And it was so. 31And God saw 
everything that he had made, and be
hold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a sixth 
.day. 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all the host of 

chem. 2And on the seventh day God 
finished his work which he had done, 
and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work which he had done. 3 So 
God blessed the seventh day and hal
lowed it, because on it God rested from 
all his work which he had done in crea
tion. 

4 These are the generations of the 
heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 

In the day that the LORD God made 
the earth and the heavens, s when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and 
no herb of the field had yet sprung up-
for the LoRD God had not caused it to 
rain upon the earth, and there was no 
man to till the ground; 6 but a mist" 
went up from the earth and watered the 
whole face of the ground-7 then the 
LORD God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a 
living being. XAnd the LORD God 
planted a garden in Eden, in the east; 
and there he puc the man whom he had 
formed. 9And out of the ground the 
LORD God made to grow every tree chat 
is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food, the tree of life also in the midst of 
the garden, and the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil. 

10 A river flowed out of Eden to 
water the garden, and there it divided 
and became four rivers. 11 The name of 
c Or flood 11 Heb ish.(hah t' Heb ish 

Creation of man 
the first is Pishon; it is the one which 
flows around the whole land of Hav'i
lah, where there is gold; 12 and the gold 
of chat land is good; bdelliurn and onyx 
stone are there. 13 The name of the 
second river is Gihon; it is the one 
which flows around the whole land of 
Cush. 14And the name of the third river 
is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And the fourth river is the Eu-phra'tes. 

15 The LORD God took the man and 
put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. 16And the LoRD God com
manded the man, saying, "You may 
freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall 
die." 

18 Then the LORD God said, "It is 
not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him a helper fit for him." 
19 So out of the ground the LORD God 
formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to the 
man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every liv
ing creature, that was its name. 20 The 
man gave names to all cattle, and to the 
birds of the air, and to every beast of the 
field; but for the man there was not 
found a helper fit for him. 21 So the 
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh; 22 and the rib which the 
LORD God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to 
the man. 23 Then the man said, 
"This at last is bone of my bones 

and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman,d 

because she was taken out of 
Man.,'e 

24 Therefore a man leaves his father and 
his mother and cleaves to his wife, and 
they become one flesh. 25And the man 
and his wife were both naked, and were 
not ashamed. 

3 Now the serpent was more sub
tle than any other wild creature that 

the LORD God had made. He said to the 
woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not 
eat of any tree of the garden'?" 2And 
the woman said to the serpent, "We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 

2.J-3: Ex 20.11. 2.2: Heb 4.4, IO. 2.7: l Cor 15.45, 47. 2.9: Rev 2.7; 22.2, 14, 19. 
2.24: Mt 19.5; Mk 10.7; l Cor 6.16; Eph 5.31. 3.1: Rev 12.9; 20.2. 
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garden; 3 but God said, 'You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you 
touch it, lest you die.' " 4 But the ser
pent said to the woman, "You will not 
die. 5 For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and 
evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate; and she 
also gave some to her husband, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves to
gether and made themselves aprons. 

8 And they heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to 
the man, and said to him, "Where are 
you?" IOAnd he said, "I heard the 
sound of thee in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself." 11 He said, "Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." 
13 Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, "What is this that you have 
done?" The woman said, "The serpent 
beguiled me, and I ate." 14 The LORD 
God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all cattle, 
and above all wild animals; 

upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. 

15 I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, 

and between your seed and her 
seed· 

he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel." 

16 To the woman he said, 
"I will greatly multiply your pain in 

childbearing; 
in pain you shall bring forth 

children, 

3 GENESIS 4 
yet your desire shall be for your 

husband, 
and he shall rule over you." 

17 And to Adam he said, 
"Because you have listened to the 

voice of your wife, 
and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, 
'You shall not eat of it,' 

cursed is the ground because of you; 
in toil you shall eat of it all the 

days of your life; 
I 8 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 

to you; 
and you shall eat the plants of the 

field. 
19 In the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread 
till you return to the ground, 

for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust~ 

and to dust you shall return." 
20 The man called his wife's name 

Eve/ because she was the mother of all 
living. 21And the LORD God made for 
Adam and for his wife garments of 
skins, and clothed them. 

22 Then the LORD God said, "Be
hold, the man has become like one of 
us, knowing good and evil; and now, 
lest he put forth his hand and take also 
of the tree of life, and eat, and live for 
ever"- 23 therefore the LORD God sent 
him forth from the garden of Eden, to 
till the ground from which he was taken. 
24 He drove out the man; and at the 
east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to guard the way to 
the tree of life. 

4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, 
and she conceived and bore Cain, 

saying, "I have gotteng a man with the 
help of the LORD." 2And again, she 
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the 
ground. 3 In the course of time Cain 
brought to the LORD an offering of the 
fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of their 
fat portions. And the LORD had regard 
for Abel and his offering, s but for Cain 
and his offering he had no regard. So 
Cain was very angry, and his counte
nance fell. 6 The LORD said to Cain, 
"Why are you angry, and why has your 

f The n,amc in Hebrew res~mbles the word for living O Heb qanah, get 
3.4: 2 Cor 11.3. 3.13: 2 Cor 11.3. 3.14-15: Rev 12.9; 20.2. 3.17-18: Heb 6.8. 
3.22, 24: Rev 2.7; 22.2, 14, 19. 4.4: llcb 11.4. 
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countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, 
will you not be accepted? And if you do 
not do well, sin is couching at the door ; 
its desire is for you, but you must 
master it.,, 

8 Cain said to Abel his brother, "Let 
us go out to the field."'' And when they 
were in the field, Cain rose up against 
his brother Abel, and killed him. 9 Then 
the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel 
your brother?" He said, "I do not 
know; am I my brother's keeper?" 
IOAnd the LORD said, "What have you 
done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to me from the ground. 
llAnd now you are cursed from the 
ground, which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother's blood from your 
hand. 12 When you till the ground, it 
shall no longer yield to you its strength; 
you shall be a fugitive and a wanderer 
on the earth." 13 Cain said to the LORD, 
"My punishment is greater than I can 
bear. 14 Behold, thou hast driven me this 
day away from the ground; and from 
thy face I shall be hidden; and I shall 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the 
earth, and whoever finds me will slay 
me." 15 Then the LORD said to him, 
"Not so !i If any one slays Cain, venge
ance shall be taken on him sevenfold." 
And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest 
any who came upon him should kill 
him. 16 Then Cain went away from the 
presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod,J east of Eden. 

17 Cain knew his wife, and she con
ceived and bore Enoch; and he built a 
city, and called the name of the city 
after the name of his son, Enoch. 18 To 
Enoch was born Irad; and I rad was the 
father of Me-hu'ja-el, and Me-hu'ja-el 
the father of Me-thu'sha-el, and Me
thu'sha-el the father of Lamech. I'>And 
Lamech took two wives; the name of the 
one was Adah, and the name of the 
other Zillah. 20Adah bore Jabal; he was 
the father of those who dwell in tents 
and have cattle. 21 His brother's name 
was Jubal; he was the father of all those 
who play the lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah 
bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of 
all instruments of bronze and iron. The 
sister of Tubal-cain was Na'amah. 

23 Lamech said to his wives: 
"Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 

4 Descendants of Adam 
you wives of Lamech, hearken to 

what I say: 
I have slain a man for wounding me, 

a young man for striking me. 
24 If Cain is avenged sevenfold, 

truly Lamech seventy-sevenfold." 
25 And Adam knew his wife again, 

and she bore a son and called his name 
Seth, for she said, "God has appointed 
for me another child instead of Abel, 
for Cain slew him." 26 To Seth also a 
son was born, and he called his name 
Enosh. At that time men began to call 
upon the name of the LORD. 

5 This is the book of the genera
tions of Adam. When God created 

man, he made him in the likeness of 
God. 2 Male and female he created 
them, and he blessed them and named 
them Man when they were created. 
-1 When Adam had lived a hundred and 
thirty years, he became the father of a 
son in his own likeness, after his image, 
and named him Seth. .i The davs of 
Adam after he became the father of 
Seth were eight hundred years; and he 
had other sons and daughters. ' Thus 
all the days that Adam lived were nine 
hundred and thirry years; and he died. 

6 When Seth had lived a hundred and 
five years, he became the father of 
Enosh. 7 Seth lived after the birth of 
Enosh eight hundred and seven years, 
and had other sons and daughters. 
8 Thus all the days of Seth were nine 
hundred and twelve years; and he died. 

9 When Enosh had lived ninetv 
years, he became the father of Kenan. 
10 Enosh lived after the birrh of Kenan 
eight hundred and fifteen years, and 
had other sons and daughters. 11 Thu' 
all the days of Enosh were nine hundred 
and five years; and he died. 

12 When Kenan had lived sevenn· 
vears. he became the father of Ma-hal'
alel. Li Ki:nan lived after the birth of 
Ma-hal'alel eight hundred and forty 
years, and had other sons and daughters. 
14 Thus all the davs of Kenan were nine 
hundred and ten years; and he died. 

15 When Ma-hal'alel had lived sixty
five years, he became the father of 
Jared. 16 Ma-hal'alel lived after the 
birth of Jared eight hundred and thirty 
years, and had other sons and daughters. 
17 Thus all the days of Ma-hal'alel wen: 

h Sam Gk Syr Compare Vg: Heb lacks Lei us go mu ro the fidd ' Gk Syr Vg: Heb Tht•rt!forc' 
J Thac is Warrden'nt 
4.8: I Jn 3.12. 5.1: Gen 1.27. 
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eight hundred and ninety-five years; 
and he died. 

18 When Jared had lived a hundred 
and sixty-two years he became the 
father of Enoch. 19 Jared lived after the 
birth of Enoch eight hundred years, and 
had other sons and daughters. 20 Thus 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred 
and sixty-two years; and he died. 

21 When Enoch had lived sixty-five 
years, he became the father of Methu' -
selah. 22 Enoch walked with God after 
the birth of Methu'selah three hundred 
years, and had other sons and daughters. 
23 Thus all the days of Enoch were three 
hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch 
walked with God; and he was not, for 
God took him. 

25 When Methu'selah had lived a 
hundred and eighty-seven years, he be
came the father of Lamech. 26 Me
thu 'selah lived after the birth of La
mech seven hundred and eighty-two 
years, and had other sons and daugh
ters. 27 Thus all the days of Methu'selah 
were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; 
and he died. 

28 When Lamech had lived a hun
dred and eighty-two years, he became 
the father of a son, 29 and called his 
name Noah, saying, "Out of the ground 
which the LORD has cursed this one 
shall bring us relief from our work and 
from the toil of our hands." ·30 Lamech 
lived after the birth of Noah five hun
dred and ninety-five years, and had 
other sons and daughters. 31 Thus all 
the days of Lamech were seven hundred 
and seventy-seven years; and he died. 

32 After Noah was five hundred 
years old, Noah became the father of 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

6 When men began to multiply on 
the face of the ground, and daugh

ters were born to them, 2 the sons of 
God ~aw that the daughters of men 
were fair; and they took to wife such of 
them as they chose. 3 Then the LORD 
said, "My spirit shall not abide in man 
for ever, for he is flesh, but his days 
shall be a hundred and twenty years." 
4 The Nephilim were on the earth in 
those days, and also afterward, when 
the sons of God came in to the daugh
ters of men, and they bore children to 
them. These were the mighty men that 
were of old, the men of renown. 
Ii Or wi11dow 
5.24: Heb 11.5. 6.4: Num 13.33. 
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5 The LORD saw that the wickedness 

of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 6And 
the LoRD was sorry that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him to 
his heart. 7 So the LORD said, "I will 
blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the ground, man and beast 
and creeping things and birds of the air, 
for I am sorry that I have made them." 
8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of 
the LORD. 

9 These are the generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation; Noah walked with God. 
lOAnd Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth. 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in 
God's sight, and the earth was filled 
with violence .. 12And God saw the earth, 
and behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted their way upon the 
earth. 13And God said to Noah, "I have 
determined to make an end of all 
flesh; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an 
ark of gopher wood; make rooms in the 
ark, and cover it inside and out with 
pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: 
the length of the ark three hundred 
cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits. 16 Make a roofk for 
the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; 
and set the door of the ark in its side; 
make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh in which is the breath of life from 
under heaven; everything that is on the 
earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my 
covenant with you; and you shall come 
into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, 
and your sons' wives with you. lYAnd 
of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every sort into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they 
shall be male and female. 20 Of the 
birds according to their kinds, and of 
the animals according to their kinds, of 
every creeping thing of the ground ac
cording to its kind, two of every sort 
shall come in to you, to keep them alive. 
2IAlso take with you every sort of food 
that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them." 
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22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
conunanded him. 

7 Then the LoRD said to Noah, 
"Go into the ark, you and all your 

household, for I have seen chat you are 
righteous before me in chis generation. 
2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and his mace; and a 
pair of the animals chat are not clean, 
the male and his mace; 3 and seven pairs 
of the birds of the air also, male and 
female, co keep their kind alive upon the 
face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days 
I will send rain upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights; and every living 
thing chat I have made I will bloc out 
from the face of the ground." 5And 
Noah did all that the LORD had com
manded him. 

6 Noah was six hundred years old 
when the flood of waters came upon the 
earth. 7And Noah and his sons and his 
wife and his sons' wives with him went 
into the ark, co escape the waters of the 
flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of ani
mals that are not clean, and of birds, and 
of everything that creeps on the ground, 
9 two and two, male and female, went 
into the ark with Noah, as God had 
conunanded Noah. IOAnd after seven 
days the waters of the flood came upon 
the earth. 

11 In the six hundredth year of 
Noah's life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that 
day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. 12And rain fell 
upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. n On the very same day Noah 
and his sons, Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three 
wives of his sons with them entered the 
ark, 14 they and every beast according co 
its kind, and all the cattle according co 
their kinds, and every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth according to its 
kind, and every bird according to its 
kind, every bird of every sort. 15 They 
went into the ark with Noah, two and 
two of all flesh in which there was the 
breath of life. I6And they that entered, 
male and female of all flesh, went in as 
God had commanded him ; and the 
LORD shut him in. 

17 The flood continued forty days 
upon the earth; and the waters in
creased, and bore up the ark, and it rose 
7.7: Mt 24.38; Lk 17.27. 

The flood 
high above the earth. I 8 The waters pre
vailed and increased greatly upon the 
earth; and the ark floated on the face of 
the waters. 19And the waters prevailed 
so mightily upon the earth that all the 
high mountains under the whole heaven 
were covered; 20 the waters prevailed 
above the mountains, covering them 
fifteen cubits deep. 21And all flesh died 
that moved upon the earth, birds, cattle, 
beasts, all swarming creatures that 
swarm upon the earth, and every man; 
22 everything on the dry land in whose 
nostrils was the breath of life died. 
23 He blotted out every living thing that 
was upon the face of the ground, man 
and animals and creeping things and 
birds of the air; they were blotted out 
from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 
those that were with him in the ark. 
24And the waters prevailed upon the 
earth a hundred and fifty days. 

8 But God remembered Noah and 
all the beasts and all the cattle that 

were with him in the ark. And God 
made a wind blow over the earth. and 
the waters subsided; 2 the fountains of 
the deep and the windows of the heavens 
were closed, the rain from the heavens 
was restrained, 3 and the waters receded 
from the earth continually. At the end 
of a hundred and fifty days the waters 
had abated; 4 and in the seventh month. 
on the seventeenth day of the month, 
the ark came to rest upon the mountains 
of Ararat. SAnd the waters continued 
to abate until the tenth month; in the 
tenth month, on the first day of the 
month, the tops of the mountains were 
seen. 

6 At the end of forty days Noah 
opened the window of the ark which 
he had made, 7 and sent forth a raven, 
and it went to and fro until the waters 
were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he 
sent forth a dove from him, to see if the 
waters had subsided from the face of the 
ground; 9 but the dove found no place 
to sec her foot, and she returned to him 
to the ark, for the waters were still on 
the face of the whole earth. So he put 
forth his hand and took her and brought 
her into the ark with him. 10 He waited 
another seven days, and again he sent 
forth the dove out of the ark; 11 and the 
dove came back to him in the evening, 
and lo, in her mouth a freshly plucked 
olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters 
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had subsided from the eanh. 12 Then require the life of man. 6 Whoever 
he waited another seven days, and sent sheds the blood of man, by man shall 
forth the dove; and she did not return his blood be shed; for God made man 
to him any more. in his own image. 7And you, be fruitful 

13 In the six hundred and first year, and multiply, bring forth abundantly on 
in the first month, the first day of the the earth and multiply in it." 
month, the waters were dried from off 8 Then God said to Noah and to his 
the earth; and Noah removed the cover- sons with him, 9 "Behold, I establish 
ing of the ark, and looked, and behold, my covenant with you and your de
the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the scendants after you, 10 and with every 
second month, on the twenty-seventh living creature that is with you, the 
day of the month, the earth was dry. birds, the cattle, and every beast of the 
IS Then God said to Noah, 16 "Go forth earth with you, as many as came out of 
from the ark, you and your wife, and the ark.1 11 I establish my covenant with 
your sons and your sons' wives with you, that never again shall all flesh be 
you. 17 Bring forth with you every living cut off by the waters of a flood, and 
thing that is with you of all flesh-birds never again shall there be a flood to 
and animals and every creeping thing destroy the earth." 12And God said, 
that creeps on the earth-that they may "This is the sign of the covenant which 
breed abundantly on the earth, and be I make between me and you and every 
fruitful and multiply upon the earth." living creature that is with you, for all 
18 So Noah went forth, and his sons and future generations: 13 I set my bow in 
his wife and his sons' wives with him. the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
I9And every beast, every creeping thing, covenant between me and the earth. 
and every bird, everything that moves 14 When I bring clouds over the earth 
upon the earth, went forth by families and the bow is seen in the clouds, IS I 
out of the ark. will remember my covenant which is 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the between me and you and every living 
LORD, and took of every clean animal creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
and of every clean bird, and offered never again become a flood to destroy 
burnt offerings on the altar. 21And when all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the 
the LORD smelled the pleasing odor, the clouds, I will look upon it and remem
LORD said in his heart, "I will never ber the everlasting covenant between 
again curse the ground because of man, God and every living creature of all 
for the imagination of man's hean is flesh that is upon the earth." 17 God 
evil from his youth; neither will I ever said to Noah, "This is the sign of the 
again destroy every living creature as I covenant which I have established be
have done. 22 While the earth remains, tween me and all flesh that is upon the 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, earth." 
sununer and winter, day and night, 18 The sons of Noah who went forth 
shall not cease." from the ark were Shem, Ham, and 

9 And God blessed Noah and his Japheth. Ham was the father of Canaan. 
sons, and said to them, "Be fruitful 19 These three were the sons of Noah; 

and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 The and from these the whole earth was 
fear of you and the dread of you shall peopled. 
be upon every beast of the earth, and 20 Noah was the first tiller of the soil. 
upon every bird of the air, upon every- He planted a vineyard; 21 and he drarrk 
thing that creeps on the ground and all of the wine, and became drunk, and lay 
the fish of the sea; into your hand they uncovered in his tent. 22And Ham, the 
are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of 
lives shall be food for you; and as I gave his father, and told his two brothers 
you the green plants, I give you every- outside. 23 Then Shem and Japheth took 
thing. 4 Only you shall not eat flesh with a garment, laid it upon both their 
its life, that is, its blood. s For your shoulders, and walked backward and 
lifeblood I will surely require a reckon- covered the nakedness of their father; 
mg ; of every beast I will require it and their faces were turned away, and they 
of man; of every man's brother I will did not see their father's nakedness. 
1 Gk: Heb repeats every beas1 of 1he earlh 
8.4: Lev 7.26-27; 17.10-14; Deut 12.16, 23. 
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24 When Noah awoke from his wine and arites, and the Ha'mathites. Afterward 
knew what his youngest son had done the families of the Canaanites spread 
to him, 25 he said, abroad. 19And the territory of the 

"Cursed be Canaan; Canaanites extended from Sidon, in the 
a slave of slaves shall he be to his direction of Gerar, as far as Gaza, and 

brothers." in the direction of Sodom, Gomor'rah, 
26 He also said, Admah, and Zeboi'im, as far as Lasha. 

"Blessed by the LORD my God be 20 These are the sons of Ham, by their 
Shem;m families, their languages, their lands, 

and let Canaan be his slave. and their nations. 
27 God enlarge Japheth, 21 To Shem also, the father of all the 

and let him dwell in the tents of children of Eber, the elder brother of 
Shem; J apheth, children were born. 22 The 

and let Canaan be his slave." sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpach'-
28 After the flood Noah lived three shad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of 

hundred and fifty years. 29All the days Aram: Uz, Hui, Gether, and Mash. 
of Noah were nine hundred and fifty 24Arpach'shad became the father of 
years; and he died. Shelah; and Shelah became the father 

lo These are the generations of of Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons: 
the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, the name of the one was Peleg," for in 

and Japheth; sons were born to them his days the earth was divided, and his 
after the flood. brother's name was Joktan. 26 Joktan 

2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, became the father of Almo'dad, She
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, leph, Hazarma'veth, Jerah, 27 Hador'
and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer: Ash'- am, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Oba!, Abim'a-el, 
kenaz, Riphath, and Togar'mah. 4 The Sheba, 29 Ophir, Hav'ilah, and Jobab; 
sons of Javan: Eli'shah, Tarshish, Kit- all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The 
rim, and Do'danim. 5 From these the territory in which they lived extended 
coastland peoples spread. These are the from Mesha in the direction of Sephar 
sons of Japheth" in their lands, each to the hill country of the east. .11 These 
with his own language, by their families, are the sons of Shem, by their families, 
in their nations. their languages, their lands, and their 

6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, nations. 
Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: 32 These are the families of the som 
Seba, Hav'ilah, Sabtah, Ra'amah, and of Noah, according to their genealogies, 
Sab'teca. The sons of Ra'amah: Sheba in their nations; and from these the 
and Dedan. 8 Cush became the father nations spread abroad on the earth afrer 
of Nimrod; he was the first on earth to the flood. 
be a mighty man. 9 He was a mighty rrr· Now the whole earth had one 
hunter before the LORD; therefore it is! language and few words. ~And 
said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter', as men migrated from the east, they 
before the LORD." 10 The beginning of found a plain in the land of Shinar and 
his kingdom was Babel, Erech, and settled there. 3And they said to one 
Accad, all of them in the land of Shinar. another, "Come, let us make bricks, and 
11 From that land he went into Assyria, bum them thoroughly." And they had 
and built Nin'eveh, Reho'both-Ir, Ca- brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 
lah, and 12 Resen between Nin'eveh and 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build 
Calah; that is the great city. 13 Egypt ourselves a city, and a tower with its tor 
became the father of Ludim, An'amim, in the heavens, and let us make a name 
Leha'bim, Naph-tu'him, 14 Pathru'sim, for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad 
Caslu'him (whence came the Philis- upon the face of the whole earth." 'And 
tines), and Caph'torim. the LORD came down to see the city and 

15 Canaan became the father of Sidon the tower, which the sons of men had 
his first-born, and Heth, 16 and the built. 6And the LORD said, "Behold, 
Jeb'usites, the Amorites, the Gir'- they are one people, and they have all 
gashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the one language; and this is only the be
Sinites, 18 the Ar'vadites, the Zem' - ginning of what they will do; and noth
mor Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem 
11 Compare verses 20, 31. Heb lacks These are the som of Japh,·rh "Thal is Divisw1i 
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ing that they propose to do will now be 26 When Terah had lived seventy 
impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go years, he became the father of Abram, 
down, and there confuse their language, Nahor, and Haran. 
that they may not understand one an- 27 Now these are the descendants of 
other's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered Terah. Terah was the father of Abram, 
them abroad from there over the face of Nahor, and Haran; and Haran was the 
all the earth, and they left off building father of Lot. 28 Haran died before his 
the city. 9 Therefore its name was called father Terah in the land of his birth, in 
Babel because there the LORD con- Ur of the Chalde'ans. 29And Abram.and 
fused~ the language of all the earth; a.nd ~ahor took wives; the name of Abram's 
from there the LORD scattered them wife was Sar'ai, and the name of Na
abroad over the face of all the earth..---. or's wife, Milcah, the daughter of 

1 O These are the descendants of Shein-:- aran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 
When Shem was a hundred years old, 30 Now Sar'ai was barren; she had no 
he became the father of Arpach'shad child. 
two years after the flood; 11 and Shem 31 Terah took Abram his son and 
lived after the birth of Arpach'shad five Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, 
hundred years, and had other sons and and Sar'ai his daughter-in-law, his son 
daughters. Abram's wife, and they went forth to-

12 When Arpach'shad had lived gether from Ur of the Chalde'ans to 
thirty-five years, he became the father of go into the land of Canaan; but when 
Shelah; 13 and Arpach'shad lived after they came to Haran, they settled there. 
the birth of Shelah four hundred and 32 The days of Terah were two hundred 
three years, and had other sons and and five years; and Terah died in Haran. 
daughters. 12 Now the LORD said to Abram, 

14 When Shelah had lived thirty "Go from your country and your 
years, he became the father of Eber; kindred and your father's house to the 
15 and Shelah lived after the birth of land that I will show you. 2And I will 
Eber four hundred and three years, and make of you a great nation, and I will 
had other sons and daughters. bless you, and make your name great, 

16 When Eber had lived thirty-four so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
years, he became the father of Peleg; bless those who bless you, and him who 
17 and Eber lived after the birth of curses you I will curse; and by you all 
Peleg four hundred and thirty years, the families of the earth shall bless 
and had other sons and daughters. themselves."q 

18 When Peleg had lived thirty years, 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had 
he became the father of Re'u; 19 and told him; and Lot went with him. 
Peleg lived after the birth of Re'u two Abram was seventy-five years old when 
hundred and nine years, and had other he departed from Haran. 5And Abram 
sons and daughters. took Sar'ai his wife, and Lot his 

20 When Re'u had lived thirty-two brother's son, and all their possessions 
years, he became the father of Serug; which they had gathered, and the per-
21 and Re'u lived after the birth of sons that they had gotten in Haran; and 
Serug two hundred and seven years, they set forth to go to the land of 
and had other sons and daughters. Canaan. When they had come to the 

22 When Serug had lived thirty years, land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through 
he became the father of Nahor; 23 and the land to the place at Shechem, to the 
Serug lived after the birth of Nahor two oak r of Moreh. At that time the Canaan
hundred years, and had other sons and ites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD 
daughters. appeared to Abram, and said, "To your 

. 24 When Nahor had lived twenty- descendants I will give this land." So he 
rune years, he became the father of built there an altar to the LORD, who 
Terah; 25 and Nahor lived after the had appeared to him. B Thence he re
birth of Terah a hundred and nineteen moved to the mountain on the east of 
years, and had other sons and daughters. Bethel, and pitched his tent, with 

1J Compare Heb halal. confu9e q Or i'1 you all the families of the earth shall be blessed r Or urebinrh 
12.1: '\cts 7.3; Heb 11.8. 12.2: Gen 15.5; 17.4-5; 18.18; 22.17; 28.14· 32.12· 35.11· 46.3. 
12.3: Gen 18.18; 22.17-18; 26.4; 2R.14; Gal 3.8. ' ' ' 
12.7: Gen I l.15; 15.18; 17.8; 24.7; 26.3; 28.4, 13; 35.12; 48.4; Acts 7.5; Gal 3.16. 
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Bethel on the west and Ai on the east ; 
and there he built an altar to the LORD 
and called on the name of the LORD. 
9And Abram journeyed on, still going 
toward the Negeb. 

10 Now there was a famine in the 
land. So Abram went down to Egypt 
to sojourn there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. 11 When he was about 
to enter Egypt, he said to Sar'ai his 
wife, "I know that you are a woman 
beautiful to behold; 12 and when the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, 'This 
is his wife'; then they will kill me, but 
they will let you live. 13 Say you are my 
sister, that it may go well with me be
cause of you, and that my life may be 
spared on your account." 14 When 
Abram entered Egypt the Egyptians 
saw that the woman was very beautiful. 
lSAnd when the princes of Pharaoh saw 
her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And 
the woman was taken into Pharaoh's 
house. 16And for her sake he dealt well 
with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, 
he-asses, menservants, maidservants, 
she-asses, and camels. 

10 

17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh 
and his house with great plagues be
cause of Sar'ai, Abram's wife. 18 So 
Pharaoh called Abram, and said, "What 
is this you have done to me? Why did 
you not tell me that she was your wife? 
19 Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' 
so that I took her for my wife? Now 
then, here 1s your wife, take her, and be 
gone." 20And Pharaoh gave men orders 
concerning him ; and they set him on the 
way, with his wife and all that he had. 

13 So Abram went up from Egypt, 
he and his wife, and all that he 

had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb. 
2 Now Abram was very nch in cattle, 

in silver, and in gold. 3And he journeyed 
on from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to 
the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to 
the place where he had made an altar at 
the first; and there Abram called on the 
name of the LORD. SAnd Lot, who went 
with Abram, also had flocks and herd~ 
and tents, 6 so that the land could not 
support both of them dwelling together; 
for their possessions were so great that 
they could not dwell together, 7 and 
there was strife between the herdsmen 
of Abram's cattle and the herdsmen of 
8 Or terebi-nrhs 

Abram and Lot separate 
Lot's cattle. At that time the Canaanites 
and the Per'izzites dwelt in the land. 

8 Then Abram said to Lot, "Let 
there be no strife between you and me, 
and between your herdsmen and my 
herdsmen; for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not 
the whole land before you? Separate 
yourself from me. If you take the left 
hand, then I will go to the right; or if 
you take the right hand, then I will go 
to the left." IOAnd Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and saw that the Jordan valley 
was well watered everywhere like the 
garden of the LORD, like the land of 
Egypt, in the direction of Zo'ar; this 
was before the LORD destroyed Sodom 
and Gomor'rah. ll So Lot chose for 
himself all the Jordan valley, and Lot 
journeyed east; thus they separated 
from each other. 12Abram dwelt in the 
land of Canaan, while Lot dwelt among 
the cities of the valley and moved his 
tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men 
of Sodom were wicked, great sinners 
against the LORD. 

14 The LORD said to Abram, after 
Lot had separated from him, "Lift up 
your eyes, and look from the place 
where you are, northward and south
ward and eastward and westward; 15 for 
all the land which you see I will give to 
you and to your descendants for ever. 
16 I will make your descendants as the 
dust of the earth; so that if one can 
count the dust of the earth, your 
descendants also can be counted. 
17Arise, walk through the length and 
the breadth of the land, for I will give 
it to you." 18 So Abram moved his tent, 
and came and dwelt bv the oaks·' of 
Mamre, which are at Hebron; and there 
he built an altar to the LoRD. 

14 In the days of Am'raphel king 
of Shinar, Ar'i-och king of Ella'

sar, Ched-or-lao'mer king of Elam, and 
Tidal king of Goi'im, 2 these kings 
made war with Bera king of Sodom. 
Birsha king of Gomor'rah, Shinab king 
of Admah, Sheme'ber king of Zeboi · -
im, and the king of Bela (that is, Zo'ar). 
3And all these joined forces in the 
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea) 
4 Twelve years they had served Ched
or-lao'mer, but in the thirteenth year 
they rebelled. s In the fourteenth year 
Ched-or-lao'mer and the kings who 
were with him came and subdued the 

12.10-20: Gen 20.1-18; 26.7-11. 13.15: Acts 7.5; Gal 3.16. 
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Reph'aim in Ash'teroth-karna'im, the 
Zuzim in Harn, the Emim in Sha'veh
kiriatha'im, 6 and the Horites in their 
Mount Se'ir as far as El-paran on the 
border of the wilderness; 7 then they 
turned back and came to En-mish'pat 
(that is, Kadesh), and subdued all the 
country of the Amal'ekites, and also 
the Amorites who dwelt in Haz'azon
ta'mar. 8 Then the king of Sodom, the 
king of Gomor'rah, the king of Admah, 
the king of Zeboi'im, and the king of 
Bela (that is, Zo'ar) went out, and they 
joined banle in the Valley of Siddim 
9 with Ched-or-lao'mer king of Elam, 
Tidal king of Goi'im, Am'raphel king of 
Shinar, and Ar'i-och king of Ella'sar, 
four kings against five. 10 Now the 
Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen 
pits; and as the kings of Sodom and 
Gomor'rah fled, some fell into them, 
and the rest fled to the mountain. 11 So 
the enemy took all the goods of Sodom 
and Gomor'rah, and all their provisions, 
and went their way; 12 they also took 
Lot, the son of Abram's brother, who 
dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and 
departed. 

13 Then one who had escaped came, 
and told Abram the Hebrew, who was 
living by the oaks8 of Mamre the 
Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of 
Aner; these were allies of Abram. 
14 When Abram heard that his kinsman 
had been taken captive, he led forth his 
trained men, born in his house, three 
hundred and eighteen of them, and 
went in pursuit as far as Dan. ISAnd he 
divided his forces against them by 
night, he and his servants, and routed 
them and pursued them to Hobah, 
north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought 
back all the goods, and also brought 
back his kinsman Lot with his goods, 
and the women and the people. 

17 After his return from the defeat of 
Ched-or-lao'mer and the kings who 
were with him, the king of Sodom 
went out to meet him at the Valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 
18And Melchiz'edek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine; he was 
priest of God Most High. 19And he 
blessed him and said, 

"Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, 

11 Or terebin1hs 

11 GENESIS 15 
maker of heaven and earth; 

20 and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies 

into your hand!" 
And Abram gave him a tenth of every
thing. 21And the king of Sodom said to 
Abram, "Give me the persons, but take 
the goods for yourself." 22 But Abram 
said to the king of Sodom, "I have 
sworn to the LORD God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth, 23 that I 
would not take a thread or a sandal
thong or anything that is yours, lest you 
should say, 'I have made Abram rich.' 
24 I will take nothing but what the young 
men have eaten, and the share of the 
men who went with me; let Aner, Esh
col, and Mamre take their share." 

15 After these things the word of 
the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision, "Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great." 
2 But Abram said, "O Lord Goo, what 
wilt thou give me, for I continue child
less, and the heir of my house is Elie'zer 
of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "Be
hold, thou hast given me no offspring; 
and a slave born in my house will be my 
heir." 4And behold, the word of the 
LORD came to him, "This man shall not 
be your heir; your own son shall be 
your heir." 'And he brought him out
side and said, "Look toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if you are able to 
number them." Then he said to him, 
"So shall your descendants be." 6And 
he believed the LORD; and he reckoned 
it to him as righteousness. 

7 And he said to him, "I am the LORD 
who brought you from Ur of the Chal
de'ans, to give you this land to possess." 
8 But he said, "O Lord Goo, how am I 
to know that I shall possess it?" 9 He 
said to him, "Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a she-goat three years old, a 
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon." IOAnd he brought him 
all these, cut them in two, and laid each 
half over against the other; but he did 
not cut the birds in two. llAnd when 
birds of prey came down upon the car
casses, Abram drove them away. 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell on Abram; and lo, a dread and 
great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then 
the LORD said to Abram, "Know of a 

14.17-20: Heb 7.1-IO. 15.4: Gen 17.16, 21; 18.IO; 21.2. 15.5: Rom 4.18; Heb 11.12. 
16.8: Rom 4.3, 9, 22, 23; Gal 3.6. 16.13-14: Acts 7.6-7. 



GENESIS 15 12 Birth of Ishmael 
surety that your descendants will be said, "Hagar, maid of Sar'ai, where 
sojourners in a land chat is not theirs, have you come from and where are you 
and will be slaves there, and they will be going?" She said, "I am fleeing from 
oppressed for four hundred years; 14 bur my mistress Sar'ai." 9 The angel of the 
I will bring judgment on the nation LORD said to her, "Return to your 
which they serve, and afterward they mistress, and submir to her." 10 The 
shall come our with great possessions. angel of the LORD also said to her, "I 
IS As for yourself, you shall go to your will so greatly multiply your descendants 
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in that they cannot be numbered for 
a good old age. 16And they shall come multitude." llAnd the angel of the LORD 
back here in the fourth generation; for said to her, "Behold, you are with 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet child, and shall bear a son; you shall 
complete." call his name Ish'mael ;1 because rhe 

17 When the sun had gone down and LORD has given heed to your affliction. 
it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot 12 He shall be a wild ass of a man, his 
and a flaming torch passed between hand against every man and every man's 
these pieces. 18 On thar day the LORD hand against him; and he shall dwell 
made a covenant with Abram, saying, over against all his kinsmen." 13 So she 
"To your descendants I give this land, called the name of the LORD who spoke 
from the river of Egypt to the great to her, "Thou an a God of seeing"; for 
river, the river Eu-phra'tes, 19 the land she said, "Have I really seen God and 
of the Ken'ites, the Ken'izzites, the remained alive after seeing him?"" 
Kad'monites, 20 the Hittites, the Per' - 14 Therefore the well was called Beer
izzites, the Reph'aim, 21 the Amorites, la'hai-roi; ,. it lies between Kadesh and 
the Canaanites, the Gir'gashites and the Bered. 
Jeb'usites." 15 And Hagar bore Abram a son; and 

16 Now Sar'ai, Abram's wife, bore Abram called the name of his son, whom 
him no children. She had an Hagar bore, Ish'mael. 16Abram was 

Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar: eighty-six years old when Hagar bore 
2 and Sar'ai said to Abram, "Behold Ish'mael to Abram. 
now, the LORD has prevented me from 17 When Abram was ninety-nine 
bearing children; go in to my maid; it years old the LORD appeared tn 
may be that I shall obtain children by Abram, and said to him, "I am God 
her." And Abram hearkened to the Almighty;w walk before me, and be 
voice of Sar'ai. 3 So, after Abram had blameless. 2And I will make mv cove
dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, nant berween me and you, and will 
Sar'ai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the multiply you exceedingly." 3 Then 
Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to Abram fell on his face; and God said to 
Abram her husband as a wife. 4And he him, 4 "Behold, my covenant is with 
went in to Hagar, and she conceived; you, and you shall be the father of a 
and when she saw that she had con- multitude of nations. s No longer shall 
ceived, she looked with contempt on her your name be Abram,x but your name 
mistress. 5And Sar'ai said to Abram, shall be Abraham;Y for I have made you 
"May the wrong done to me be on you! the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I 
I gave my maid to your embrace, and will make you exceedingly fruitful; and 
when she saw that she had conceived, I will make nations of you, and kings 
she looked on me with contempr. May shall come forth from you. 7 And I will 
the LORD judge between you and me!" establish my covenanr between me and 
6 But Abram said to Sar'ai, "Behold, you and your descendanrs after you 
your maid is in your power; do to her throughout their generations for an 
as you please." Then Sar'ai dealt everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
harshly with her, and she fled from her. and to your descendants after you. 'And 

7 The angel of the LORD found her by I will give to you, and to your descend
a spring of water in the wilderness, the ants after you, the land of your so
spring on the way to Shur. 8And he journings, all the land of Canaan, for an 

~ 1-~~ its ~h/ ::,r;f o:eC:ho~=~ !:de ifv:;en wh}{~~eE'J ':{f,~d;~'i ~hThe:: t:~~alred father 
Y Here taken to mean father of a multitude 
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Circumcision required 
everlasting possession; and I will be 
their God." 

9 And God said to Abraham, "As for 
you, you shall keep my covenant, you 
and your descendants after you through
out their generations. 10 This is my 
covenant, which you shall keep, be
tween me and you and your descendants 
after you: Every male among you shall 
be circumcised. 11 You shall be cir
cumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and you. 12 He that is eight 
days old among you shall be circum
cised; every male throughout your 
generations, whether born in your 
house, or bought with your money from 
any foreigner who is not of your off
spring, l.l both he that is born in your 
house and he that is bought with your 
money, shall be circumcised. So shall 
my covenant be in your flesh an ever
lasting covenant. 14Any uncircumcised 
male who is not circumcised in the flesh 
of his foreskin shall be cut off from his 
people; he has broken my covenant." 

15 And God said to Abraham, "As 
for Sar'ai your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sar'ai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. I<> I will bless her, and moreover 
I will give you a son by her; I will bless 
her, and she shall be a mother of na
tions; kings of peoples shall come from 
her." 17 Then Abraham fell on his face 
and laughed, and said to himself, "Shall 
a child be born to a man who is a hun
dred years old? Shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a child?" lMAnd 
Abraham said to God, "O that Ish'mael 
might live in thy sight!" IY God said, 
"No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you 
a son, and you shall call his name 
Isaac. z I will establish my covenant 
with him as an everlasting covenant for 
his descendants after him. 20As for lsh'
mael, I have heard you; behold, I will 
bless him and make him fruitful and 
multiply him exceedingly; he shall be 
the father of twelve princes, and I will 
make him a great nation. 21 But I will 
establish my covenant with Isaac, whom 
Sarah shall bear to you at this season 
next year." 

22 When he had finished talking with 
him, God went up from Abraham. 
2·1 Then Abraham took Ish'mael his son 
and all the slaves born in his house or 
-'That 1s he fa11ghs 11 Or terebinrhs b Heb seahs 

13 GENESIS 18 
bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham's house, 
and he circumcised the flesh of their 
foreskins that very day, as God had said 
to him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old when he was circumcised in 
the flesh of his foreskin. 25And Ish'mael 
his son was thirteen years old when he 
was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and 
his son lsh'mael were circumcised; 
27 and all the men of his house, those 
born in the house and those bought with 
money from a foreigner, were circum
cised with him. 

18 And the LORD appeared to him 
by the oaksa of Mamre, as he sat 

at the door of his tent in the heat of the 
day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men stood in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from 
the tent door to meet them, and bowed 
himself to the earth, 3 and said, "My 
lord, if I have found favor in your sight, 
do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, 
and rest yourselves under the tree, 
s while I fetch a morsel of bread, that 
you may refresh yourselves, and after 
that you may pass on-since you have 
come to your servant." So they said, 
"Do as you have said." 6And Abraham 
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and 
said, "Make ready quickly three meas
uresb of fine meal, knead it, and make 
cakes." 7And Abraham ran to the herd, 
and took a calf, tender and good, and 
gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. 8 Then he took curds, and 
milk, and the calf which he had pre
pared, and set it before them; and he 
stood by them under the tree while they 
ate. 

9 They said to him, "Where is Sarah 
your wife?" And he said, "She is in the 
tent." 10 The LORD said, "I will surely 
return to you in the spring, and Sarah 
your wife shall have a son." And Sarah 
was listening at the tent door behind 
him. II Now Abraham and Sarah were 
old, advanced in age; it had ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of 
women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, 
saying, "After I have grown old, and 
my husband is old, shall I have pleas
ure?" 13 The LORD said to Abraham, 
"Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I 

17.10: Am 7.8. 17.11-14: Gen 17.24; 21.4. 18.IO: Rom 9.9. 18.12: I Pet 3.6. 



GENESIS 18 14 Abraham's pleafor Sodom 
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' there." He answered, "I will not do it, 
14 Is anything too hardc for the LORD? if I find thirty there." 31 He said, "Be
At the appointed time I will return to hold, I have taken upon myself to speak 
you, in the spring, and Sarah shall have to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found 
a son." 15 But Sarah denied, saying, "I there." He answered, "For the sake of 
did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He twenty I will not destroy it." 32 Then 
said, "No, but you did laugh." he said, "Oh let not the Lord be angry, 

16 Then the men set out from there, and I will speak again but this once. 
and they looked toward Sodom; and Suppose ten are found there." He 
Abraham went with them to set them answered, "For the sake of ten I will 
on their way. 17 The LORD said, "Shall not destroy it." 33And the LORD went 
I hide from Abraham what I am about his way, when he had finished speaking 
to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall be- to Abraham; and Abraham returned to 
come a great and mighty nation, and all his place. 
the nations of the earth shall bless them- 19 The two angels came to Sodom 
selves by him?d 19 No, for I have chosen' in the evening; and Lot was sit
him, that he may charge his children ting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw 
and his household after him to keep the them, he rose to meet them, and bowed 
way of the LORD by doing righteousness himself with his face to the earth, 2 and 
and justice; so that the LORD may bring said, "My lords, turn aside, I pray you, 
to Abraham what he has promised to your servant's house and spend the 
him." 20 Then the LORD said, "Because night, and wash your feet; then you may 
the outcry against Sodom and Gomor'- rise up early and go on your way." They 
rah is great and their sin is very grave, said, "No; we will spend the night in 
21 I will go down to see whether they the street." 3 But he urged them 
have done altogether according to the strongly; so they turned aside to him 
outcry which has come to me; and if and entered his house; and he made 
not, I will know." them a feast, and baked unleavened 

22 So the men turned from there, and bread, and they ate. 4 But before they 
went toward Sodom; bur Abraham still lay down, the men of the city, the men 
stood before the LORD. 23 Then Abra- of Sodom, both young and old, all the 
ham drew near, and said, "Wilt thou people to the last man, surrounded the 
indeed destroy the righteous with the house; 5 and they called to Lot, "Where 
wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty are the men who came to you tonight) 
righteous within the city; wilt thou then Bring them out to us, that we may know 
destroy the place and not spare it for the them." 6 Lot went out of the door to the 
fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it men, shut the door after him, 7 and said, 
from thee to do such a thing, to slay the "I beg you, my brothers, do not act so 
righteous with the wicked, so that the wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daugh
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be rers who have not known man; let mt· 
that from thee! Shall nor the Judge of bring them out to you, and do to them 
all the earth do right?" 26And the LORD as you please; only do nothing to these 
said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous men, for they have come under the 
in the city, I will spare the whole place shelter of my roof." 9 But they said, 
for their sake." 27Abraham answered, "Stand back!" And they said, "This 
"Behold, I have taken upon myself to fellow came to sojourn, and he would 
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust play the judge! Now we will deal worse 
and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty with you than with them." Then they 
righteous are lacking? Wilt thou destroy pressed hard against the man Lor, and 
the whole city for lack of five?" And he drew near to break the door. 10 But the 
said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty- men put forth their hands and brought 
five there." 29Again he spoke to him, Lor into the house to them, and shut th" 
and said, "Suppose forty are found door. llAnd they struck with blindness 
there." He answered, "For the sake of the men who were at the door of the 
forty I will not do it." .10 Then he said, house, both small and great, so that th<:y 
"Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I wearied themselves groping for the 
will speak. Suppose thirty are found door. 
r Or wonderful <I Or in }um aJJ lht! 11a1iom of rhc ea,-rh Jhall be blessed e Heb k'wum 
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Destruction of Sodom 15 GENESIS 20 
12 Then the men said to Lot, "Have of the valley, and beheld, and lo, the 

you any one else here? Sons-in-la'!I', smoke of the land went up like the 
sons, daughters, or any one you have m smoke of a furnace. 
the city, bring them out of the place; 29 So it was that, when God de-
13 for we are about to destroy this place, strayed the cities of the valley, God 
because the outcry against its people remembered Abraham, and sent Lot 
has become great before the LORD, and out of the midst of the overthrow, when 
the LORD has sent us to destroy it." he overthrew the cities in which Lot 
14 So Lot went out and said to his sons- dwelt. 
in-law, who were to marry his daugh- 30 Now Lot went up out of Zo'ar, and 
ters, "Up, get out of this place; for dwelt in the hills with his two daugh
the LoRD is about to destroy the city." ters, for he was afraid to dwell in Zo'ar; 
But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be so he dwelt in a cave with his two 
jesting. daughters. 31And the first-born said to 

15 When morning dawned, the angels the younger, "Our father is old, and 
urged Lot, saying, "Arise, take your there is not a man on earth to come in 
wife and your two daughters who are to us after the manner of all the earth. 
here, lest you be consumed in the 32 Come, let us make our father drink 
punishment of the city." 16 But he wine, and we will lie with him, that we 
lingered; so the men seized him and may preserve offspring through our 
his wife and his two daughters by the father." 33 So they made their father 
hand, the LORD being merciful to him, drink wine that night; and the first
and they brought him forth and set him born went in, and lay with her father; 
outside the city. 17 And when they had he did not know when she lay down or 
brought them forth, theyf said, "Flee when she arose . .l4And on the next day, 
for your life; do not look back or stop the first-born said to the younger, "Be
anywhere in the valley; flee to the hills, hold, I lay last night with my father; let 
lest you be consumed." IMAnd Lot said us make him drink wine tonight also; 
to them, "Oh, no, my lords; 19 behold, then you go in and lie with him, that we 
your servant has found favor in your may preserve offspring through our 
sight, and you have shown me great father." 35 So they made their father 
kindness in saving my life; but I cannot drink wine that night also; and the 
flee to the hills, lest the disaster overtake younger arose, and lay with him; and 
me, and I die. 20 Behold, yonder city i~ he did not know when she lay down or 
near enough to flee to, and it is a little when she arose. 36 Thus both the 
one. Let me escape there-is it not a daughters of Lot were with child by 
little one?-and my life will be saved!" their father. 37 The first-born bore a 
21 He said to him, "Behold, I grant you son, and called his name Moab; he is 
this favor also, that I will not overthrow the father of the Moabites to this day. 
the city of which you have spoken. 38 The younger also bore a son, and 
22 Make haste, escape there; for I can called his name Ben-ammi; he is the 
do nothing till you arrive there." There- father of the Ammonites to this day. 
fore the name of the city was called 20 From there Abraham jour-
Zo'ar." 23 The sun had risen on the neyed toward the territory of the 
earth when Lot came to Zo'ar. Negeb, and dwelt between Kadesh and 

24 Then the LORD rained on Sodom Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar. 2And 
and Gomor'rah brimstone and fire from Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is 
the LORD out of heaven; 25 and he over- my sister." And Abim'elech king of 
threw those cities, and all the valley, and Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God 
all the inhabitants of the cities, and what came to Abim'elech in a dream by 
grew on the ground. 26 But Lot's wife night, and said to him, "Behold, you are 
behind him looked back, and she be- a dead man, because of the woman 
came a pillar of salt. 27 And Abraham whom you have taken; for she is a man's 
went early in the morning to the place wife." 4 Now Abim'elech had not ap
where he had stood before the LORD; proached her; so he said, "Lord, wilt 
28 and he looked down toward Sodom thou slay an innocent people? s Did he 
and Gomor'rah and toward all the land not himself say to me, 'She is my sister'? 
f Gk Syr Vg: Heb he g That is l1-11/e 
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GENESIS 20 16 Birth of Isaac 
And she herself said, 'He is my brother.' his old age at the time of which God had 
In the integrity of my heart and the in- spoken to him. 3Abraham called the 
nocence of my hands I have done this." name of his son who was born to him, 
6 Then God said to him in the dream, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4And 
"Yes, I know that you have done this Abraham circumcised his son Isaac 
in the integrity of your heart, and it was when he was eight days old, as God had 
I who kept you from sinning against commanded him. SAbraham was a hun
me; therefore I did not let you touch dred years old when his son Isaac was 
her. 7 Now then restore the man's wife; born to him. 6And Sarah said, "God has 
for he is a prophet, and he will pray for made laughter for me; every one who 
you, and you shall live. But if you do hears will laugh over me." 7And she 
not restore her, know that you shall said, "Who would have said to Abraham 
surely die, you, and all that are yours." that Sarah would suckle children? Yet I 

B So Abim'elech rose early in the have borne him a son in his old age." 
morning, and called all his servants, and B And the child grew, and was weaned; 
told them all these things; and the men and Abraham made a great feast on the 
were very much afraid. 9 Then Abim'- day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah 
elech called Abraham, and said to him, saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
"What have you done to us? And how whom she had borne to Abraham, play
have I sinned against you, that you have ing with her son Isaac.h 10 So she said to 
brought on me and my kingdom a great Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman 
sin? You have done to me things that with her son; for the son of this slave 
ought not to be done." IOAnd Abim'- woman shall not be heir with my son 
elech said to Abraham, "What were you Isaac." llAnd the thing was very dis
thinking of, that you did this thing?" pleasing to Abraham on account of his 
II Abraham said, "I did it because I son. 12 But God said to Abraham, "Be 
thought, There is no fear of God at all in not displeased because of the lad and 
this place, and they will kill me because because of your slave woman; whatever 
of my wife. 12 Besides she is indeed my Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for 
sister, the daughter of my father but not through Isaac shall your descendants be 
the daughter of my mother; and ~he be- named. l3And I will make a nation of 
came my wife. 13And when God caused the son of the slave woman also, because 
me to wander from my father's house, I he is your offspring." 14 So Abraham 
said to her, 'This is the kindness you rose early in the morning, and took 
must do me: at every place to which we bread and a skin of water, and gave it to 
come, say of me, He is my brother.' " Hagar, purring it on her shoulder, along 
14 Then Abim'elech took sheep and with the child, and sent her away. And 
oxen, and male and female slaves, and she departed, and wandered in the wil
gave them to Abraham, and restored demess of Beer-sheba. 
Sarah his wife to him. ISAnd Abim'- 15 When the water in the skin was 
elech said, "Behold, my land is before gone, she cast the child under one of 
you; dwell where it pleases you." 16 To the bushes. 16 Then she went, and sat 
Sarah he said, "Behold, I have given down over against him a good way utf. 
your brother a thousand pieces of silver; about the distance of a bowshot; for she 
it is your vindication in the eyes of all said, "Let me not look upon the death 
who are with you; and before every one of the child." And as she sat over against 
you are righted." 17 Then Abraham him, the child lifted up his voice1 and 
prayed to God; and God healed Abim'- wept. 17And God heard the voice of the 
elech, and also healed his wife and fe- lad; and the angel of God called l<l 
male slaves so that they bore children. Hagar from heaven, and said to her. 
18 For the LORD had closed all the "What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not; 
wombs of the house of Abim'elech be- for God has heard the voice of the lad 
cause of Sarah, Abraham's wife. where he is. 18Arise, lift up the lad, and 

21 The LORD visited Sarah as he hold him fast with your hand; for I will 
had said, and the LORD did to make him a great nation." 19 Then God 

Sarah as he had promised. 2And Sarah opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
conceived, and bore Abraham a son in water; and she went, and filled the skin 
h Gk Vg: Heb lacks with her .rnn Isaac i Gk: Heb she l1/1ed up her voice 
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God tests Abraham 17 
with water, and gave the lad a drink. 
20And God was with the lad, and he 
grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and 
became an expert with the bow. 21 He 
lived in the wilderness of Paran; and 
his mother took a wife for him from the 
land of Egypt. 

22 At that time Abim'elech and 
Phicol the conunander of his army said 
to Abraham, "God is with you in all 
that you do; 23 now therefore swear to 
me here by God that you will not deal 
falsely with me or with my offspring or 
with my posterity, but as I have dealt 
loyally with you, you will deal with me 
and with the land where you have so
journed." 24And Abraham said, "I will 
swear." 

25 When Abraham complained to 
Abim'elech about a well of water 
which Abim'elech's servants had seized, 
26Abim'elech said, "I do not know who 
has done this thing; you did not tell me, 
and I have not heard of it until today." 
27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen and 
gave them to Abim'elech, and the two 
men made a covenant. 28Abraham set 
seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 
29And Abim'elech said to Abraham, 
"What is the meaning of these seven 
ewe lambs which you have set apart?" 
30 He said, "These seven ewe lambs you 
will take from my hand, that you may 
be a witness for me that I dug this well." 
31 Therefore that place was called Beer
sheba ;J because there both of them 
swore an oath. 32 So they made a cove
nant at Beer-sheba. Then Abim'elech 
and Phicol the conunander of his army 
rose up and returned to the land of the 
Philistines. DAbraham planted a tama
risk tree in Beer-sheba, and called there 
on the name of the LORD, the Everlast
ing God .. 14And Abraham sojourned 
many days in the land of the Philistines. 

22 After these things God tested 
Abraham, and said to him, 

"Abraham!" And he said, "Here am 
I." 2 He said, "Take your son, your only 
son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
land of Mori'ah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering upon one of the moun
tains of which I shall tell you." 3 So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his ass, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac; 

GENESIS 22 
and he cut the wood for the burnt offer
ing, and arose and went to the place of 
which God had told him. 4 On the third 
day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 
the place afar off. s Then Abraham said 
to his young men, "Stay here with the 
ass; I and the lad will go yonder and 
worship, and come again to you." 6And 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and 
he took in his hand the fire and the 
knife. So they went both of them to
gether. 7 And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, "My father!" And he said, 
"Here am I, my son." He said, "Be
hold, the fire and the wood; but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8Abra
ham said, "God will provide himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So 
they went both of them together. 

9 When they came to the place of 
which God had told him, Abraham 
built an altar there, and laid the wood in 
order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid 
him on the altar, upon the wood. 
10 Then Abraham put forth his hand, 
and took the knife to slay his son. II But 
the angel of the LORD called to him 
from heaven, and said, "Abraham, 
Abraham!" And he said, "Here am 
I." 12 He said", "Do not lay your hand on 
the lad or do anything to him; for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you 
have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me." l3And Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, be
hind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 
by his horns; and Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So 
Abraham called the name of that place 
The LORD will provide ;k as it is said to 
this day, "On the mount of the LORD 
it shall be provided."l 

15 And the angel of the LORD called 
to Abraham a second time from heaven, 
16 and said, "By myself I have sworn, 
says the LORD, because you have done 
this, and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, 
and I will multiply your descendants as 
the stars of heaven and as the sand 
which is on the seashore. And your 
descendants shall possess the gate of 
their enemies, 18 and by your descend
ants shall all the nations of the earth 

J Thal is Wdl of seven or Well of the oath A: Or see l Or he will be seen 
21.31: Gen 26.H 22.1-18: Heb 11.17-19. 22.9-10, 12: Jes 2.21. 
22.18-17: Lk 1.71; Heb 6.13-14; 11.12. 22.18: Acts 3.25; Gel. 3.16. 
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bless themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice." 19 So Abraham re
turned to his young men, and they 
arose and went together to Beer-sheba; 
and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

20 Now after these things it was told 
Abraham, "Behold, Milcah also has 
borne children to your brother Nahor: 
21 Uz the first-born, Buz his brother, 
Kemu'el the father of Aram, Z2 Chesed, 
Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethu'eL" 
23 Bethu'el became the father of Re
bekah. These eight Milcah bore to 
Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 More
over, his concubine, whose name was 
Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, 
and Ma'acah. 

23 Sarah lived a hundred and 
twenty-seven years; these were 

the years of the life of Sarah. 2And 
Sarah died at Kir'iath-ar'ba (that is, 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and 
Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah 
and to weep for her. 3And Abraham rose 
up from before his dead, and said to the 
Hittites, 4 "I am a stranger and a 
sojourner among you; give me propeny 
among you for a burying place, that I 
may bury my dead out of my sight." 
s The Hittites answered Abraham, 
6 "Hear us, my lord; you are a mighty 
prince among us. Bury your dead in the 
choicest of our sepulchres; none of us 
will wirhhold from you his sepulchre, 
or hinder you from burying your dead." 
7Abraham rose and bowed to the Hit
tires, rhe people of the land. 8And he 
said to rhem, "If you are willing that I 
should bury my dead our of my sighr, 
hear me, and entreat for me Ephron the 
son of Zohar, 9 rhat he may give me the 
cave of Mach-pe'lah, which he owns; it 
is at the end of his field. For the full 
price let him give it to me in your 
presence as a possession for a burying 
place." 10 Now Ephron was sitting 
among the Hittites; and Ephron the 
Hittite answered Abraham in the hear
ing of the Hittites, of all who went in at 
the gate of his city, 11 "No, my lord, 
hear me; I give you the field, and I give 
you the cave thar is in it; in the presence 
of the sons of my people I give it to you; 
bury your dead." 12 Then Abraham 
bowed down before the people of the 
land. I3And he said to Ephron in the 
hearing of rhe people of the land, "But 
if you will, hear me; I will give the price 
23.4: Heb 11.9, 13. 23.16-17: Acts 7.16. 

Death of Sarah 
of the field; accept it from me, that I 
may bury my dead there." 14 Ephron 
answered Abraham, IS "My lord, listen 
to me; a piece of land wonh four hun
dred shekels of silver, what is that be
tween you and me? Bury your dead." 
16Abraham agreed with Ephron; and 
Abraham weighed out for Ephron the 
silver which he had named in the hear
ing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels 
of silver, according to the weights cur
rent among the merchants. 

17 So the field of Ephron in Mach
pe'lah, which was to the east of Mamre, 
the field with the cave which was in it 
and all the trees that were in the field, 
throughout its whole area, was made 
over 18 to Abraham as a possession in 
the presence of the Hittites, before all 
who went in at the gate of his city. 
19After this, Abraham buried Sarah his 
wife in the cave of the field of Mach
pe'lah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) 
in the land of Canaan. 20 The field and 
the cave that is in it were made over to 
Abraham as a possession for a burying 
place by the Hittites. 

24 Now Abraham was old, well 
advanced in years ; and the LORD 

had blessed Abraham in all things. 2And 
Abraham said to his servant, the oldest 
of his house, who had charge of all that 
he had, "Put your hand under my 
thigh, 3 and I will make you swear by 
the LORD, the God of heaven and of the 
earth, that you will not take a wife for 
my son from the daughters of rhe 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but 
will go to my country and to my kindred, 
and take a wife for my son Isaac." s The 
servant said to him, "Perhaps the 
woman may not be willing to follow me 
to this land; must I then take your son 
back to the land from which you came?" 
6Abraham said to him, "See to it that 
you do not take my son back there. 
7 The LORD, the God of heaven, who 
took me from my father's house and 
from the land of my binh, and who 
spoke to me and swore to me, 'To your 
descendants I will give this land,' he 
will send his angel before you, and you 
shall take a wife for my son from there. 
8 But if the woman is not willing to 
follow you, then you will be free from 
this oath of mine; only you must not 
take my son back there." 9 So rhe serv
anr pur his hand under the thigh of 
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Abraham his master, and swore to him 
concerning this matter. . 

IO Then the servant took ten of his 
master's camels and departed, taking 
all sorts of choice gifts from his master; 
and he arose, and went to Mesopota' -
mia, to the city of Nahor. 11And he 
made the camels kneel down outside the 
city by the well of water at the time of 
evening, the time when women go out 
to draw water. 12And he said, "O LORD, 
God of my master Abraham, grant me 
success today, I pray thee, and show 
steadfast love to my master Abraham. 
n Behold, I am standing by the spring 
of water, and the daughters of the men 
of the city are coming out to draw water. 
14 Let the maiden to whom I shall say, 
'Pray let down your jar that I may 
drink,' and who shall say, 'Drink, and I 
will water your camels'-let her be the 
one whom thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac. By this I shall know that 
thou hast shown steadfast love to my 
master.'' 

I 5 Before he had done speaking, be
hold, Rebekah, who was born to 
Bethu'el the son of Mikah, the wife of 
Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out 
with her water jar upon her shoulder. 
16 The maiden was very fair to look 
upon, a virgin, whom no man had 
known. She went down to the spring, 
and filled her jar, and came up. 17 Then 
the servant ran to meet her, and said, 
"Pray give me a little water to drink 
from your jar." IH She said, "Drink, my 
lord"; and she quickly let down her jar 
upon her hand, and gave him a drink. 
19 When she had finished giving him a 
drink, she said, "I will draw for your 
camels also, until they have done drink
ing." 20 So she quickly emptied her jar 
into the trough and ran again to the well 
to draw, and she drew for all his camels. 
21 The man gazed at her in silence to 
learn whether the LORD had prospered 
his journey or not. 
' 22 When the camels had done drink
ing, the man took a gold ring weighing a 
half shekel, and two bracelets for her 
arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and 
said, "Tell me whose daughter you are. 
Is there room in your father's house for 
us to lodge in?" 24 She said to him, "I 
am the daughter of Bethu'el the son of 
Mikah, whom she bore to Nahor." 
25 She added, "We have both straw and 
provender enough, and room to lodge 

in." 26 The man bowed his head and 
worshiped the LORD, 27 and said, 
"Blessed be the LORD, the God of my 
master Abraham, who has not forsaken 
his steadfast love and his faithfulness 
toward my master. As for me, the LORD 
has led me in the way to the house of 
my master's kinsmen." 

28 Then the maiden ran and told her 
mother's household about these things. 
29 Rebekah had a brother whose name 
was Laban; and Laban ran out to the 
man, to the spring .. io When he saw the 
ring, and the bracelets on his sister's 
arms, and when he heard the words of 
Rebekah his sister, ·"Thus the man 
spoke to me," he went to the man; and 
behold, he was standing by the camels 
at the spring. 31 He said, "Come in, 0 
blessed of the LORD; why do you stand 
outside? For I have prepared the house 
and a place for the camels." 32 So the 
man came into the house; and Laban 
ungirded the camels, and gave him 
straw and provender for the camels, and 
water to wash his feet and the feet of the 
men who were with him. 33 Then food 
was set before him to eat; but he said, 
"I will not eat until I have told my 
errand." He said, "Speak on." 

34 So he said, "I am Abraham's serv
ant. 35 The LORD has greatly blessed my 
master, and he has become great; he has 
given him flocks and herds, silver and 
gold, menservants and maidservants, 
camels and asses. 36And Sarah my 
master's wife bore a son to my master 
when she was old; and to him he has 
given all that he has. 37 My master made 
me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of 
the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; 
38 but you shall go to my father's house 
and to my kindred, and take a wife for 
my son.' 39 I said to my master, 'Per
haps the woman will not follow me.' 
40 But he said to me, 'The LORD, before 
whom I walk, will send his angel with 
you and prosper your way; and you 
shall take a wife for my son from my 
kindred and from my father's house; 
41 then you will be free from my oath, 
when you come to my kindred; and if 
they will not give her to you, you will 
be free from my oath.' 

42 "I came today to the spring, and 
said, 'O LORD, the God of my master 
Abraham, if now thou wilt prosper the 
way which I go, 43 behold, I am stand-
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ing by the spring of water; let the young "Will you go with this man?" She said, 
woman who comes out to draw, to "I will go." 59 So they sent away Re
whom I shall say, "Pray give me a little bekah their sister and her nurse, and 
water from your jar to drink," 44 and Abraham's servant and his men. 60And 
who will say to me, "Drink, and I will they blessed Rebekah, and said to her, 
draw for your camels also," let her be "Our sister, be the mother of thousands 
the woman whom the LORD has ap- of ten thousands; and may your de
pointed for my master's son.' scendants possess the gate of those who 

45 "Before I had done speaking in hate them!" 61 Then Rebekah and her 
my heart, behold, Rebekah came out maids arose, and rode upon the camels 
with her water jar on her shoulder; and and followed the man; rhus the servant 
she went down to the spring, and drew. took Rebekah, and went his way. 
I said to her, 'Pray let me drink.' 46 She 62 Now Isaac had come from" 
quickly let down her jar from her Beer-la'hai-roi, and was dwelling in the 
shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will Negeb. 63And Isaac went out to medi
give your camels drink also.' So I drank, tare in the field in the evening; and he 
and she gave the camels drink also. lifted up his eyes and looked, and be-
47 Then I asked her, 'Whose daughter hold, there were camels coming. 64And 
are you?' She said, 'The daughter of Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when 
Bethu'el, Nahor's son, whom Milcah she saw Isaac, she alighted from the 
bore to him.' So I put the ring on her camel, 65 and said to the servant, "Who 
nose, and the bracelets on her arms. is the man yonder, walking in the field 
48 Then I bowed my head and wor- to meet us?" The servant said, "It is 
shiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, my master." So she took her veil and 
the God of my master Abraham, who covered herself. 66And the servant cold 
had led me by the right way to take the Isaac all the things that he had done. 
daughter of my master's kinsman for his 67 Then Isaac brought her into the 
son. 49 Now then, if you will deal loyally tent, 0 and took Rebekah, and she be
and truly with my master, tell me; and came his wife; and he loved her. So 
if not, tell me; that I may tum to the Isaac was comforted after his mother's 
right hand or to the left." death. 

50 Then Laban and Bethu'el an- 25 Abraham took another wife, 
swered, "The thing comes from the whose name was Ketu'rah. 2 She 
LORD; we cannot speak to you bad or bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, 
good. s1 Behold, Rebekah is before you, Mid'ian, Ishbak, and Shu'ah. 3 Jokshan 
take her and go, and let her be the wife was the father of Sheba and Dedan. The 
of your master's son, as the LORD has sons of Dedan were Asshu'rim, Leru·
spoken." shim, and Le-urn'mirn. 4 The sons of 

52 When Abraham's servant heard Mid'ian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, 
their words, he bowed himself to the Abi'da, and Elda'ah. All these were the 
earth before the LORD. S3And the serv- children of Ketu'rah. SAbraham gave all 
ant brought forth jewelry of silver and he had to Isaac. 6 But to the sons of his 
of gold, and raiment, and gave them to concubines Abraham gave gifts, anJ 
Rebekah; he also gave to her brother while he was still living he sent them 
and to her mother costly ornaments. away from his son Isaac, eastward to the 
54And he and the men who were with east country. 
him ate and drank, and they spent the 7 These are the days of the years of 
night there. When they arose in the Abraham's life, a hundred and seventy· 
morning, he said, "Send me back to my five years. 8Abraham breathed his las! 
master." 55 Her brother and her mother and died in a good old age, an old man 
said, "Let the maiden remain with us a and full of years, and was gathered to 
while, at least ten days; after that she his people. 9 Isaac and Ish'mael his som 
may go." 56 But he said to them, "Do buried him in the cave of Mach-pe'lah, 
not delay me, since the LORD has pros- in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar 
pered my way; let me go that I may go the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10 the field 
to my master." 57 They said, "We will which Abraham purchased from the 
call the maiden, and ask her." ;8And Hittites. There Abraham was buried, 
they called Rebekah, and said to her, with Sarah his wife. II After the death of 
n Syr Tg: Heb from coming 10 ° Heb adds Sarah his mother 
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Abraham God blessed Isaac his son. 
And Isaac dwelt at Beer-la'hai-roi. 

12 These are the descendants of Ish'
mael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the 
Egyptian, Sarah's maid, bore to Abra
ham. 13 These are the names of the sons 
of Ish'mael, named in the order of their 
birth: Neba'ioth, the first-born of Ish' -
mael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 
14 Mishma, Dwnah, Massa, 15 Hadad, 
Terna, Jetur, Naphish, and Ked'emah. 
16 These are the sons of Ish'mael and 
these are their names, by their villages 
and by their encampments, twelve 
princes according to their tribes. 
17 (These are the years of the life of 
Ish'mael, a hundred and thirty-seven 
years; he breathed his last and died, and 
was gathered to his kindred.) 18 They 
dwelt from Hav'i-lah to Shur, which is 
opposite Egypt in the direction of 
Assyria; he settledP over against all his 
people. 

19 These are the descendants of 
Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham was 
the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was 
forty years old when he took to wife 
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethu' el the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of 
Laban the Aramean. 21And Isaac prayed 
to the LORD for his wife, because she 
was barren ; and the LORD granted his 
prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 
22 The children struggled together with
in her; and she said, "If it is thus, why 
do I live?"q So she went to inquire of 
the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her, 

"Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples, born of you, 

shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the 

other, 
the elder shall serve the younger." 

24 When her days to be delivered were 
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. 25 The first came forth red, all 
his body like a hairy mantle; so they 
called his name Esau. 26Afterward his 
brother came forth, and his hand had 
taken hold of Esau's heel; so his name 
was called Jacob.• Isaac was sixty years 
old when she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was 
a skilful hunter, a man of the field 
~bile Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling 
m tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau, because he 

ate of his game; but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. 

29 Once when Jacob was boiling pot
tage, Esau came in from the field, and 
he was famished. 30And Esau said to 
Jacob, "Let me eat some of that red 
pottage, for I am famished!" (There
fore his name was called Edom.8 ) 

31 Jacob said, "First sell me your birth
right." 32 Esau said, "I am about to die; 
of what use is a birthright to me?" 
33 Jacob said, "Swear to me firsc."t So 
he swore to him, and sold his birth
right to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau 
bread and pottage of lentils, and he ate 
and drank, and rose and went his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

26 Now there was a famine in the 
land, besides the former famine 

that was in the days of Abraham. And 
Isaac went to Gerar, to Abirn'elech king 
of the Philistines. 2And the LORD ap
peared to him, and said, "Do not go 
down to Egypt; dwell in the land of 
which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this 
land, and I will be with you, and will 
bless you; for to you and to your 
descendants I will give all these lands, 
and I will fulfil the oath which I swore 
to Abraham your father. 4 I will multi
ply your descendants as the stars of 
heaven, and will give to your descend
ants all these lands; and by your de
scendants all the nations of the earth 
shall bless themselves : 5 because Abra
ham obeyed my voice and kept my 
charge, my commandments, my statutes, 
and my laws." 

6 So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. 7 When the 
men of the place asked him about his 
wife, he said, "She is my sister"; for he 
feared to say, "My wife," thinking, 
"lest the men of the place should kill 
me for the sake of Rebekah"; because 
she was fair to look upon. 8 When he 
had been there a long time, Abirn'elech 
king of the Philistines looked out of a 
window and saw Isaac fondling Re
bekah his wife. 9 So Abirn'elech called 
Isaac, and said, "Behold, she is your 
wife; how then could you say, 'She is 
my sister'?" Isaac said to him, "Because 
I thought, 'Lest I die because of her.' " 
IOAbirn'elech said, "What is this you 
have done to us? One of the people 
might easily have lain with your wife, 

~:tee~ {:Jay" Syr: Heb obscure ,. That is He takes by the heel or He mpplanu 6 That is Red 
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said, "We see plainly char che LORD i' 
with you; so we say, let there be an oath 
between you and us, and let U'> make a 
covenant with you, 29 chat you will d<• 
us no harm, just as we have nor t<>uchcd 
you and have done to you nothinc hut 
good and have sent you away in pe~ce 
You are now the blessed of the LORD." 
JO So he made them a feast, and they ate 
and drank. JI In the morning they rose 
early and took oath with one another: 
and Isaac sec them on their way, and 
they depaned from him in peace. 
J2 That same day Isaac's servants came 
and told him about the well which they 
had dug, and said to him, "We have 
found water." JJ He called it Shibah: 
therefore the name of the city is Beer
sheba to this day. 

and you would have brought guile upon 
us." 11 So Abim 'elech warned all the 
people, saying, "Whoever couches this 
man or his wife shall be puc co death." 

12 And Isaac sowed in char land, and 
reaped in che same year a hundredfold. 
The LORD blessed him, 13 and che man 
became rich, and gained more and more 
until he became very wcalchy. 14 He had 
possessions of flocks and herds, and a 
great household, so chat the Philistines 
envied him. 15 (Now the Philistines had 
stopped and filled with eanh all che 
wells which his father's servants had 
dug in che days of Abraham his father.) 
16And Abim'elech said co Isaac, "Go 
away from us; for you arc much 
mightier than we." 

17 So Isaac departed from there, and 
encamped in the valley of Gerar and 
dweh there. 18And Isaac dug again the 
wells of water which had been dug in 
che days of Abraham his father; for the 
Philistines had stopped chem after the 
death of Abraham; and he gave chem 
che names which his father had given 
chem. 19 But when Isaac's servants dug 
in chc valley and found there a well of 
springing wacer, 20 the herdsmen of 
Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, 
saying, "The water is ours." So he 
called chc name of the well Esek," be
cause they contended with him. 21 Then 
they dug another well, and they quar
reled over char also; so he called its 
name Sicnah.' 22And he moved from 
there and dug another well, and over 
thac they did nor quarrel; so he called ics 
name Reho'boch,"" saying, "For now 
che LoRD has made room for us, and we 
shall be fruitful in the land." 

23 From there he went up co Beer
sheba. 24And che LORD appeared co him 
che same night and said, "I am chc God 
of Abraham your father; fear nor, for I 
am with you and will bless you and 
mulciply your descendants for my serv
ant Abraham's sake." 25 So he buih an 
alcar there and called upon the name of 
the LORD, and pitched his cent there. 
And there Isaac's servants dug a well. 

26 Then Abim'elech went co him 
from Gcrar with Ahuz'zach his adviser 
and Phicol the commander of his army. 
27 Isaac said co chem, "Why have you 
come co me, seeing char you hare me and 
have sent me away from you?" 2x They 

34 When Esau was fony years old, he 
took to wife Judith the daughter of 
Be-e'ri the Hittite, and Bas'emach che 
daughter of Elon the Hittite; ·'5 and they 
made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah. 

27 When Isaac was old and his 
eyes were dim so that he could 

nor see, he called Esau his older son, 
and said to him, "My son"; and he an
swered, "Here I am." 2 He said, "Be
hold, I am old; I do not know the dav 
of my death. J Now then, take your 
weapons, your quiver and your bow. 
and go out to the field, and hunt game 
for me, 4 and prepare for me savory 
food, such as I love, and bring ic co me 
char I may eat; char I may bless you 
before I die." 

5 Now Rebekah was listening when 
Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when 
Esau went co the field co hunt for game 
and bring ic, 6 Rebekah said to her son 
Jacob, "I heard your fa ch er speak r n 
your brother Esau, 7 'Bring me game. 
and prepare for me savory food, char I 
may ear ic, and bless you before che 
LORD before I die.' H Now therefore, 
my son, obey my word as I command 
you. 9 Go co the flock, and fetch me two 
good kids, char I may prepare from 
them savory food for your father, such 
as he loves; IO and you shall bring ic co 
your father to ear, so char he may bless 
you before he dies." 11 But Jacob said to 
Rebekah his mother, "Behold, my 
brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a 
smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will 
feel me, and I shall seem to be mock.in!! 

u Thal i~ Ccmtouw11 ,. That is ~·mm1y w Thal is Brnad pla1:l'~ or Room 
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Jacob obtains Isaac's blessing 
him, and bring a curse upon myself and 
not a blessing." IJ His mother said to 
him, "Upon me be your curse, my son; 
only obey my word, and go, fetch them 
to me." 14 So he went and took them 
and brought them to his mother; and 
his mother prepared savory food, such 
as his father loved. IS Then Rebekah 
took the best garments of Esau her older 
son, which were with her in the house, 
and put them on Jacob her younger 
son; 16 and the skins of the kids she put 
upon his hands and upon the smooth 
part of his neck ; I 7 and she gave the 
savory food and the bread, which she 
had prepared, into the hand of her son 
Jacob. 

18 So he went in to his father, and 
said, "My father"; and he said, "Here 
I am; who are you, my son?" 19 Jacob 
said to his father, "I am Esau your 
first-born. I have done as you told me; 
now sit up and eat of my game, that you 
may bless me." 20 But Isaac said to his 
son, "How is it that you have found it 
so quickly, my son?" He answered, 
"Because the LORD your God granted 
me success." 21 Then Isaac said to 
Jacob, "Come near, that I may feel you, 
my son, to know whether you are really 
my son Esau or not." 22 So Jacob went 
near to Isaac his father, who felt him 
and said, "The voice is Jacob's voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Esau." 
23And he did not recognize him, because 
his hands were hairy like his brother 
Esau's hands; so he blessed him. 24 He 
said, "Are you really my son Esau?" He 
answered, "I am." 25 Then he said, 
"Bring it to me, that I may eat of my 
son's game and bless you." So he 
brought it to him, and he ate; and he 
brought him wine, and he drank. 
2<> Then his father Isaac said to him, 
"Come near and kiss me, my son." 
27 So he came near and kissed him; and 
he smelled the smell of his garments, 
and blessed him, and said, 

"See, the smell of my son 
is as the smell of a field which the 

LORD has blessed! 
2M May God give you of the dew of 

heaven, 
and of the fatness of the earth, 
and plenty of grain and wine. 

29 Let peoples serve you, 
and nations bow down to you. 

Be lord over your brothers, 
1 Cn: Heb of a/J II Or of 
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and may your mother's sons bow 

down to you. 
Cursed be every one who curses you, 
and blessed be every one who blesses 

you!" 
30 As soon as Isaac had finished bless

ing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely 
gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, Esau his brother came in from 
his hunting. 31 He also prepared savory 
food, and brought it to his father. And 
he said to his father, "Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son's game, that you 
may bless me." 32 His father Isaac said 
to him, "Who are you?" He answered, 
"I am your son, your first-born, Esau." 
33 Then Isaac trembled violently, and 
said, "Who was it then that hunted 
game and brought it to me, and I ate it 
allz before you came, and I have blessed 
him?-yes, and he shall be blessed." 
34 When Esau heard the words of his 
father, he cried out with an exceedingly 
great and bitter cry, and said to his 
father, "Bless me, even me also, 0 my 
father!" 35 But he said, "Your brother 
came with guile, and he has taken away 
your blessing." 36 Esau said, "Is he not 
rightly named Jacob? For he has sup
planted me these two times. He took 
away my birthright; and behold, now 
he has taken away my blessing." Then 
he said, "Have you not reserved a 
blessing for me?" 37 Isaac answered 
Esau, "Behold, I have made him your 
lord, and all his brothers I have given to 
him for servants, and with grain and 
wine I have sustained him. What then 
can I do for you, my son?" 3M Esau said 
to his father, "Have you but one bless
ing, my father? Bless me, even me also, 
0 my father." And Esau lifted up his 
voice and wept. 

39 Then Isaac his father answered 
him: 

"Behold, away fromY the fatness of 
the earth shall your dwelling be, 

and away fromY the dew of heaven 
on high. 

40 By your sword you shall live, 
and you shall serve your brother ; 

but when you break loose 
you shall break his yoke from your 

neck." 
41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of 

the blessing with which his father had 
blessed him, and Esau said to himself, 
"The days of mourning for my father 



GENESIS 27 24 Jacob's dream at Bethel 
are approaching; then I will kill my because the sun had set. Taking one of 
brother Jacob." 42 But the words of the stones of the place, he put it under 
Esau her older son were told to Re- his head and lay down in that place to 
bekah; so she sent and called Jacob her sleep. I2And he dreamed that there was 
younger son, and said to him, "Behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 
your brother Esau comforts himself by of it reached to heaven; and behold, the 
planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, angels of God were ascending and de
my son, obey my voice; arise, flee to scending on it! l3And behold, the LORD 
Laban my brother in Haran, 44 and stood above ita and said, "I am the 
stay with him a while, until your LORD, the God of Abraham your father 
brother's fury turns away; 45 until your and the God of Isaac; the land on which 
brother's anger turns away, and he for- you lie I will give to you and to your de
gets what you have done to him; then I scendants; 14 and your descendants 
will send, and fetch you from there. shall be like the dust of the earth, and 
Why should I be bereft of you both in you shall spread abroad to the west and 
one day?" to the east and to the north and to the 

46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, "I south; and by you and your descendants 
am weary of my life because of the shall all the families of the earth bless 
Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of themselves.b IS Behold, I am with you 
the Hittite women such as these, one and will keep you wherever you go, and 
of the women of the land, what good will bring you back to this land; for I 
will my life be to me?" I Then Isaac will not leave you until I have done that 

28 called Jacob and blessed him, and of which I have spoken to you." 16 Then 
charged him, "You shall not Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 

marry one of the Canaanite women. "Surely the LORD is in this place; and I 
2Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house did not know it." 17And he was afraid, 
of Bethu"el your mother's father; and and said, "How awesome is this place' 
take as wife from there one of the This is none other than the house of 
daughters of Laban your mother's God, and this is the gate of heaven." 
brother. 3 God Almighty' bless you and 18 So Jacob rose early in the morn
make you fruitful and multiply you, ing, and he took the stone which he had 
that you may become a company of put under his head and set it up for a 
peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of pillar and poured oil on the top of ic. 
Abraham to you and to your descend- 19 He called the name of that place 
ants with you, that you may take pos- Bethel; r but the name of the city was 
session of the land of your sojournings Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a 
which God gave to Abraham!" s Thus vow, saying, "If God will be with me, 
Isaac sent Jacob away; and he went to and will keep me in this way that I go, 
Paddan-aram to Laban, the son of and will give me bread to eat and cloth
Bethu' el the Aramean, the brother of ing to wear, 21 so that I come again to 
Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. my father's house in peace, then the 

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had LORD shall be my God, n and this 
blessed Jacob and sent him away to stone, which I have set up for a pillar, 
Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, shall be God's house; and of all that 
and that as he blessed him he charged thou givest me I will give the tenth to 
him, "You shall not marry one of the thee." 
Canaanite women," 7 and that Jacob 29 Then Jacob went on his journey, 
had obeyed his father and his mother and came to the land of the people 
and gone to Paddan-aram. 8 So when of the east. 2As he looked, he saw a well 
Esau saw that the Canaanite women did in the field, and lo, three flocks of sheep 
not please Isaac his father, 9 Esau went lying beside it; for out of that well the 
to Ish'mael and took to wife, besides the flocks were watered. The stone on the 
wives he had, Ma'halath the daughter well's mouth was large, 3 and when all 
of Ish'mael Abraham's son, the sister of the flocks were gathered there, the shep
Neba'ioth. herds would roll the stone from the 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went mouth of the well, and water the sheep, 
toward Haran. llAnd he came to a cer- and put the stone back in its place upon 
tain place, and stayed there that night, the mouth of the well. 
z Heb El Shaddal " Or beside hi-m b Or be blessed r That is The house of God 



Jacob's love for Rachel 25 GENESIS 30 
4 Jacob said to them, "My brothers, gathered together all the men of the 

where do you come from?" They said, place, and made a feast. 23 But in the 
"We are from Haran." s He said to evening he took his daughter Leah and 
them, "Do you know Laban the son of brought her to Jacob; and he went in to 
Nahor?" They said, "We know him." her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to 
6 He said to them, "Is it well with him?" his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 
They said, "It is well; and see, Rachel 25And in the morning, behold, it was 
his daughter is coming with the sheep!" Leah; and Jacob said to Laban, "What 
7 He said, "Behold, it is still high day, is this you have done to me? Did I not 
it is not time for the animals to be gath- serve with you for Rachel? Why then 
ered together; water the sheep, and go, have you deceived me?" 26 Laban said, 
pasture them." B But they said, "We "It is not so done in our country, to give 
cannot until all the flocks are gathered the younger before the first-born. 
together, and the stone is rolled from 27 Complete the week of this one, and 
the mouth of the well; then we water the we will give you the other also in return 
sheep." for serving me another seven years." 

9 While he was still speaking with 28 Jacob did so, and completed her 
them, Rachel came with her father's week; then Laban gave him his daugh
sheep; for she kept them. 10 Now when ter Rachel to wife. 29 (Laban gave his 
Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to 
his mother's brother, and the sheep of be her maid.) 30 So Jacob went in to 
Laban his mother's brother, Jacob went Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more 
up and rolled the stone from the well's than Leah, and served Laban for an
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban other seven years. 
his mother's brother. 11 Then Jacob 31 When the LORD saw that Leah was 
kissed Rachel, and wept aloud. 12And hated, he opened her womb; but 
Jacob told Rachel that he was her fa- Rachel was barren. 32And Leah con
ther's kinsman, and that he was Re- ceived and bore a son, and she called his 
bekah's son; and she ran and told her name Reuben;d for she said, "Because 
father. the LORD has looked upon my affliction; 

13 When Laban heard the tidings of surely now my husband will love me." 
Jacob his sister's son, he ran to meet 33 She concdved again and bore a son, 
him, and embraced him and kissed him, and said, "Because the LORD has heard' 
and brought him to his house. Jacob that I am hated, he has given me this 
told Laban all these things, 14 and Laban son also"; and she called his name 
said to him, "Surely you are my bone Simeon. 34Again she conceived and bore 
and my flesh!" And he stayed with him a son, and said, "Now this time my 
a month. husband will be joinedf to me, because 

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, "Be- I have borne him three sons"; therefore 
cause you are my kinsman, should you his name was called Levi. 35And she 
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, conceived again and bore a son, and 
what shall your wages be?" 16 Now said, "This time I will praiseg the 
Laban had two daughters; the name of LORD"; therefore she called his name 
the older was Leah, and the name of the Judah; then she ceased bearing. 
younger was Rachel. 17 Leah's eyes were 30 When Rachel saw that she bore 
weak, but Rachel was beautiful and Jacob no children, she envied her 
lovely. Ix Jacob loved Rachel; and he sister; and she said to Jacob, "Give me 
said, "I will serve you seven years for children, or I shall die!" 2 Jacob's anger 
your younger daughter Rachel." 19 La- was kindled against Rachel, and he said, 
ban said, "It is better that I give her to "Am I in the place of God, who has 
you than that I should give her to any withheld from you the fruit of the 
other man; stay with me." 20 So Jacob womb?" 3 Then she said, "Here is my 
served seven years for Rachel, and they maid Bilhah; go in to her, that she may 
seemed to him but a few days because bear upon my knees, and even I may 
of the love he had for her. have children through her." 4 So she 

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give gave him her maid Bilhah as a wife; and 
me m_y wi~e that I may go in to her, for Jacob went in to her. SAnd Bilhah con
my ume 1s completed." 22 So Laban ceived and bore Jacob a son. 6 Then 
d That is Sec, a son e Heb shama f Heb /awah 9 Heb hodah 



GENESIS 30 26 Jacob's bargain with Laban 
that I may go to my own home and 
country. 26 Give me my wives and my 
children for whom I have served you, 
and let me go; for you know the service 
which I have given you." 27 But Laban 
said to him, "If you will allow me to say 
so, I have learned by divination that the 
LORD has blessed me because of you; 
28 name your wages, and I will give it." 
29 Jacob said to him, "You yourself 
know how I have served you, and how 
your cattle have fared with me . .io For 
you had little before I came, and it has 
increased abundantly; and the LORD has 
blessed you wherever I turned. But now 
when shall I provide for my own house
hold also?" 31 He said, "What shall I 
give you?" Jacob said, "You shall not 
give me anything; if you will do this for 
me, I will again feed your flock and 
keep it: 32 let me pass through all your 
flock today, removing from it every 
speckled and spotted sheep and every 
black lamb, and the spotted and 
speckled among the goats; and such 
shall be my wages. 33 So my honesty will 
answer for me later, when you come to 
look into my wages with you. Every one 
that is not speckled and spotted among 
the goats and black among the lambs, if 
found with me, shall be counted stolen." 
.\4 Laban said, "Good! Let it be as you 
have said." 35 But that day Laban re
moved the he-goats that were striped 
and spotted, and all the she-goats that 
were speckled and spotted, every one 
that had white on it, and every lamb 
that was black, and put them in charge 
of his sons; 36 and he set a distance of 
three days' journey between himself and 
Jacob; and Jacob fed the rest of Laban\ 
flock. 

Rachel said, "God has judged me, and 
has also heard my voice and given me a 
son"; therefore she called his name 
Dan-" 7 Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived 
again and bore Jacob a second son. 
8 Then Rachel said, "With mighty 
wrestlings I have wrestled; with my 
sister, and have prevailed"; so she 
called his name Naph'tali. 

9 When Leah saw that she had ceased 
bearing children, she took her maid 
Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 
10 Then Leah's maid Zilpah bore Jacob 
a son. "And Leah said, "Good for
tune!" so she called his name Gad.J 
12 Leah's maid Zilpah bore Jacob a 
second son. 13And Leah said, "Happy 
am I ! For the women will call me 
happy"; so she called his name Asher.k 

14 In the days of wheat harvest 
Reuben went and found mandrakes in 
the field, and brought them to his 
01other Leah. Then Rachel said to 
Leah, "Give me, I pray, some of your 
son's mandrakes." 15 But she said to 
her, "Is it a small matter that you have 
taken away my husband? Would you 
take away my son's mandrakes also?" 
Rachel said, "Then he may lie with you 
tonight for your son's mandrakes." 
16 When Jacob came from the field in 
the evening, Leah went out to meet him, 
and said, "You must come in to me; for 
I have hired you with my son's man
drakes." So he lay with her that night. 
17 And God hearkened to Leah, and she 
conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 
18 Leah said, "God has given me my 
hire' because I gave my maid to my hus
band"; so she called his name Is'sachar. 
19And Leah conceived again, and she 
bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 Then Leah 
said, "God has endowed me with a good 
dowry; now my husband will honorm 
me, because I have borne him six sons"; 
so she called his name Zeb'ulun. 
21Afterwards she bore a daughter, and 
called her name Dinah. 22 Then God re
membered Rachel, and God hearkened 
to her and opened her womb. 23 She 
conceived and bore a son, and said, 
"God has taken away my reproach"; 
:'.4 and she called his name Joseph," 
saying, "May the LORD add to me an
other son!" 

25 When Rachel had borne Joseph, 
Jacob said to Laban, "Send me away, 

37 Then Jacob took fresh rods of 
poplar and almond and plane, and 
peeled white streaks in them, exposing 
the white of the rods. 38 He set the rods 
which he had peeled in front of the 
flocks in the runnels, that is, the water
ing troughs, where the flocks came to 
drink. And since they bred when they 
came to drink, .19 the flocks bred in front 
of the rods and so the flocks brought 
forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 
40And Jacob separated the Iambs, and 
set the faces of the flocks toward the 
striped and all the black in the flock of 
Laban; and he put his own droves apart, 

11 That is He judged i Heb m-ph1al j That is Fortime A That is Happy 1 Heb sakar- "' Heb zabal 
"- That is He adds 



Laban pursues Jacob 
and did not put them with Laban's 
flock. 41 Whenever the stronger of the 
flock were breeding Jacob laid the rods 
in the runnels before the eyes of the 
flock, that they might breed among the 
rods, 42 but for the feebler of the flock 
he did not lay them there; so the feebler 
were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's. 
4.1 Thus the man grew exceedingly rich, 
and had large flocks, maidservants and 
menservants, and camels and asses. 

31 Now Jacob heard that the sons of 
Laban were saying, "Jacob has 

taken all that was our father's; and from 
what was our father's he has gained all 
this wealth." 2And Jacob saw that Laban 
did not regard him with favor as before. 
.1 Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Return 
to the land of your fathers and to your 
kindred, and I will be with you." 4 So 
Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah 
into the field where his flock was, s and 
said to them, "I see that your father 
does not regard me with favor as he did 
before. But the God of my father has 
been with me. 6 You know that I have 
served your father with all my strength; 
7 yet your father has cheated me and 
changed my wages ten times, but God 
did not permit him to harm me. 8 If he 
said, 'The spotted shall be your wages,' 
then all the flock bore spotted; and if he 
said, 'The striped shall be your wages,' 
then all the flock bore striped. 9 Thus 
God has taken away the cattle of your 
father, and given them to me. 10 In the 
mating season of the flock I lifted up 
my eyes, and saw in a dream that the he
goats which leaped upon the flock were 
striped, spotted, and mottled. 11 Then 
the angel of God said to me in the 
dream, 'Jacob,' and I said, 'Here I am!' 
12And he said, 'Lift up your eyes and 
sec, all the goats that leap upon the 
flock arc striped, spotted, and mottled; 
for I have seen all that Laban is doing 
to you. 1.1 I am the God of Bethel, where 
you anointed a pillar and made a vow to 
me. Now arise, go forth from this 
land, and return to the land of your 
birth.'" 14 Then Rachel and Leah 
answered him, "Is there any portion 
or inheritance left to us in our father's 
house? ISArc we not regarded by him 
as foreigners? For he has sold us, and 
he has been using up the money 
given for us. 16All the property which 
God has taken away from our father 
belongs to us and to our children; 

27 GENESIS 31 
now th~~' whatever God has said to 
you, do. 

17 So Jacob arose, and set his sons 
and his wives on camels ; 18 and he 
drove away all his cattle, all his live
stock which he had gained, the cattle in 
his possession which he had acquired in 
Paddan-aram, to go to the land of 
Canaan to his father Isaac. 19 Laban had 
gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel 
stole her father's household gods. 20And 
Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, in 
that he did not tell him that he intended 
to flee. 21 He fled with all that he had, 
and arose and crossed the Eu-phra'tes, 
and set his face toward the hill country 
of Gilead. 

22 When it was told Laban on the 
third day that Jacob had fled, 23 he took 
his kinsmen with him and pursued him 
for seven days and followed close after 
him into the hill country of Gilead. 
24 But God came to Laban the Aramean 
in a dream by night, and said to him, 
"Take heed that you say not a word to 
Jacob, either good or bad." 

25 And Laban overtook Jacob. Now 
Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill 
country, and Laban with his kinsmen 
encamped in the hill country of Gilead. 
26And Laban said to Jacob, "What have 
you done, that you have cheated me, 
and carried away my daughters like 
captives of the sword? 27 Why did you 
flee secretly, and cheat me, and did not 
tell me, so that I might have sent you 
away with mirth and songs, with tam
bourine and lyre? 28And why did you 
not permit me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters farewell? Now you have done 
foolishly. 29 It is in my power to do you 
harm; but the God of your father spoke 
to me last night, saying, 'Take heed that 
you speak to Jacob neither good nor 
bad.' 30And now you have gone away 
because you longed greatly for your 
father's house, but why did you steal 
my gods?" 31 Jacob answered Laban, 
"Because I was afraid, for I thought 
that you would take your daughters 
from me by force. 32Any one with whom 
you find your gods shall not live. In the 
presence of our kinsmen point out what 
I have that is yours, and take it." Now 
Jacob did not know that Rachel had 
stolen them. 

33 So Laban went into Jacob's tent, 
and into Leah's tent, and into the tent 
of the two maidservants, but he did not 



GENESIS 31 28 Covenant of Mizpah 
find them. And he went out of Leah's witness between you and me today." 
tent, and entered Rachel's. 34 Now Ra- Therefore he named it Galeed, 49 and 
chel had taken the household gods and the pillarq Mizpah,' for he said, "The 
put them in the camel's saddle, and sat LORD watch between you and me, when 
upon them. Laban felt all about the we are absent one from the other. so If 
tent, but did not find them .. lSAnd she you ill-treat my daughters, or if you 
said to her father, "Let not my lord be take wives besides my daughters, al
angry that I cannot rise before you, for though no man is with us, remember, 
the way of women is upon me." So he God is witness between you and me." 
searched, but did not find the household 51 Then Laban said to Jacob, "See 
gods. this heap and the pillar, which I have 

36 Then Jacob became angry, and set between you and me. 52 This heap is 
upbraided Laban; Jacob said to Laban, a witness, and the pillar is a witness, 
"What is my offense? What is my sin, that I will not pass over this heap to 
that you have hotly pursued me? l 7Al- you, and you will not pass over this heap 
though you have felt through all my and this pillar to me, for harm. SJ The 
goods, what have you found of all your God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, 
household goods? Set it here before my the God of their father, judge between 
kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they us." So Jacob swore by the Fear of his 
may decide between us two. 38 These father Isaac, 54 and Jacob offered a 
twenty years I have been with you; your sacrifice on the mowuain and called his 
ewes and your she-goats have not mis- kinsmen to eat bread; and they ate 
carried, and I have not eaten the rams bread and tarried all night on the moun
of your flocks. 39 That which was torn tain. 
by wild beasts I did not bring to you; I 55" Early in the morning Laban arose, 
bore the loss of it myself; of my hand and kissed his grandchildren and his 
you required it, whether stolen by day daughters and blessed them; then he 
or. stolen by night. 40 Thus I was; by departed and returned home. 
day the heat consumed me, and the cold 32 Jacob went on his way and the 
by night, and my sleep fled from my angels of God met him; 2 and 
eyes. 41 These twenty years I have been when Jacob saw them he said, "This is 
in your house; I served you fourteen God's army!" So he called the name of 
years for your two daughters, and six that place Mahana'im. 1 

years for your flock, and you have 3 And Jacob sent messengers before 
changed my wages ten times. 42 If the him to Esau his brother in the land of 
God of my father, the God of Abraham Se'ir, the country of Edom, 4 instructing 
and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on them, "Thus you shall say to my lord 
my side, surely now you would have Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ·1 
sent me away empty-handed. God saw have sojourned with Laban, and stayed 
my affliction and the labor of my hands, until now; s and I have oxen, asses, 
and rebuked you last night." flocks, menservants, and maidservants: 

43 Then Laban answered and said to and I have sent to tell my lord, in order 
Jacob, "The daughters are my daugh- that I may find favor in your sight.' " 
ters, the children are my children, the 6 And the messengers returned to 
flocks are my flocks, and all that you see Jacob, saying, "We came to your broth
is mine. But what can I do this day to er Esau, and he is coming to meet you, 
these my daughters, or to their children and four hundred men with him." 
whom they have borne? 44 Come now, 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and dis
let us make a covenant, you and I; and tressed; and he divided the people that 
let it be a witness between you and me." were with him, and the flocks and herds 
45 So Jacob took a stone, and set it up as and camels, into two companies, 8 think
a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his kins- ing, "If Esau comes to the one company 
men, "Gather stones," and they took and destroys it, then the company which 
stones, and made a heap; and they ate is left will escape." 
there by the heap. 47 Laban called it 9 And Jacob said, "O God of my 
Je'gar-sahadu'tha:" but Jacob called it father Abraham and God of my father 
Galeed.P 48 Laban said, "This heap is a Isaac, 0 LORD who didst say to me, 
''. In Ar~maic The heap. of wimess 11 In Hebrew The heap of wm1ess 'I Compare Sam: Heb lacks 1he p.-Ullr 
1 That is Wa1ehpost .~ Ch 32. I in Heb / Here taken co mean TnJo armies 



Jacob is named Israel 29 GENESIS 33 
'Return to your country and to your him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for 
kindred, and I will do you good,' 10 I am the day is breaking." But Jacob said, "I 
not worthy of the least of all the will not let you go, unless you bless 
steadfast Jove and all the faithfulness me." 27Ahd he said to him, "What is 
which thou hast shown to thy servant, your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 
for with only my staff I crossed this 28 Then he said, "Your name shall no 
Jordan; and now I have become two more be called Jacob, but IsraeJ,u for 
companies. 11 Deliver me, I pray thee, you have striven with God and with 
from the hand of my brother, from the men, and have prevailed." 29 Then 
hand of Esau, for I fear him, lest he come Jacob asked him, "Tell me, I pray, your 
and slay us all, the mothers with the name." But he said, "Why is it that you 
children. 12 But thou didst say, 'I will ask my name?" And there he blessed 
do you good, and make your descend- him. 30 So Jacob called the name of the 
ants as the sand of the sea, which cannot place Peni'el, v saying, "For I have seen 
be numbered for multitude.' " God face to face, and yet my life is pre-

13 So he lodged there that night, served." 31 The sun rose upon him as he 
and took from what he had with him a passed Penu'el, limping because of his 
present for his brother Esau, 14 two thigh. 32 Therefore to this day the 
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, Israelites do not eat the sinew of the hip 
two hundred ewes and twenty rams, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, 
" thirty milch camels and their colts, because he touched the hollow of 
forty cows and ten bulls, twenty she- Jacob's thigh on the sinew of the hip. 
asses and ten he-asses. 16 These he de- 33 And Jacob lifted up his eyes 
livered into the hand of his servants, and looked, and behold, Esau was 
every drove by itself, and said to his coming, and four hundred men with 
servants, "Pass on before me, and put a him. So he divided the children among 
space between drove and drove." 17 He Leah and Rachel and the two maids. 
instructed the foremost, "When Esau 2And he put the maids with their chil
my brother meets you, and asks you, dren in front, then Leah with her chil
'To whom do you belong? Where are dren, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 
you going? And whose are these before 3 He himself went on before them, bow
you;' IH then you shall say, 'They be- ing himself to the ground seven times, 
long to your servant Jacob; they are a until he came near to his brother. 
present sent to my lord Esau; and more- 4 But Esau ran to meet him, and em
over he is behind us.' " 19 He likewise braced him, and fell on his neck and 
instructed the second and the third and kissed him, and they wept. SAnd when 
all who followed the droves, "You shall Esau raised his eyes and saw the women 
say the same thing to Esau when you and children, he said, "Who are these 
meet him, 20 and you shall say, 'More- with you?" Jacob said, "The children 
over your servant Jacob is behind us.' " whom God has graciously given your 
For he thought, "I may appease him servant." 6 Then the maids drew near, 
with the present that goes before me, they and their children, and bowed 
and afterwards I shall see his face; per- down; 7 Leah likewise and her children 
haps he will accept me." 21 So the drew near and bowed down; and last 
present passed on before him; and he Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they 
himself lodged that night in the camp. bowed down. H Esau said, "What do you 

22 The same night he arose and took mean by all this company which I met?" 
his two wives, his two maids, and his Jacob answered, "To find favor in the 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of sight of my lord." 9 But Esau said, "I 
the J abbok. 2.1 He took them and sent have enough, my brother; keep what 
them across the stream, and likewise you have for yourself." 10 Jacob said, 
everything that he had. 24And Jacob "No, I pray you, if I have found favor in 
was left alone; and a man wrestled with your sight, then accept my present from 
him until the breaking of the day. my hand; for truly to see your face is 
2' When the man saw that he did not like seeing the face of God, with such 
prevail against Jacob, he touched the favor have you received me. ••Accept, I 
hollow of his thigh; and Jacob's thigh pray you, my gift that is brought to you, 
was put out of iomt as he wrestled with because God has dealt graciously with 
u Thal 1s Ht' who Jlrn.•es rvuh God or God ltrives 1' That is The face of God 



GENESIS 33 30 Jacob and Esau reconciled 
me, and because I have enough." Thus ing, "The soul of my son Shechem 
he urged him, and he took ic. longs for your daughter; I pray you, 

12 Then Esau said, "Lee us journey give her co him in marriage. 9 Make 
on our way, and I will go before you." marriages with us; give your daughters 
13 Bue Jacob said to him, "My lord co us, and cake our daughters for your
knows char the children are frail, and selves. 10 You shall dwell with us; and 
chat the flocks and herds giving suck are the land shall be open co you; dwell and 
a care to me; and if they are over- trade in ic, and gee propeny in ic." 
driven for one day, all the flocks will 11 Shechem also said co her father and co 
die. 14 Lee my lord pass on before his her brothers, "Lee me find favor in your 
servant, and I will lead on slowly, ac- eyes, and whatever you say to me I will 
cording to the pace of the canle which give. 12Ask of me ever so much as 
are before me and according to che pace marriage present and gift, and I will 
of che children, until I come co my lord give according as you say to me; only 
in Se'ir." give me the maiden to be my wife." 

15 So Esau said, "Lee me leave with 13 The sons of Jacob answered 
you some of the men who are with me." Shechem and his father Hamor de
But he said, "What need is there? Lee ceicfully, because he had defiled their 
me find favor in the sight of my lord." sister Dinah. 14 They said co chem, "We 
16 So Esau returned char day on his way cannot do chis thing, co give our sister 
co Se'ir. 17 Bue Jacob journeyed to Sue- to one who is uncircumcised, for char 
coch,w and builc himself a house, and would be a disgrace co us. 15 Only on 
made booths for his canle; therefore the chis condition will we consent co you: 
name of the place is called Succoch. char you will become as we are and 

18 And Jacob came safely co the city every male of you be circumcised. 
of Shechem, which is in the land of 16 Then we will give our daughters to 
Canaan, on his way from Paddan- you, and we will cake your daughters to 
aram; and he camped before the city. ourselves, and we will dwell with you 
19 And from che sons of Hamor, and become one people. 17 But if you 
Shechem's father, he bought for a hun- will not listen to us and be circumcised, 
dred pieces of moneyI the piece of land chen we will take our daughter, and we 
on which he had pitched his cent. will be gone." 
2o There he erected an altar and called 18 Their words pleased Hamor and 
ic El-Elo'he-Israel.Y Hamor's son Shechem. 19And the 

34 Now Dinah the daughter of young man did not delay to do the 
Leah, whom she had borne to thing, because he had delight in Jacob's 

Jacob, went our to visit the women of daughter. Now he was the most honored 
the land; 2 and when Shechem the son of all his family. 20 So Hamor and his 
of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the son Shechem came to the gate of their 
land, saw her, he seized her and lay with city and spoke to the men of their city, 
her and humbled her. lAnd his soul was saying, 21 "These men are friendly with 
drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob; us; let them dwell in the land and trade 
he loved the maiden and spoke tenderly in it, for behold, the land is large enough 
to her. 4 So Shechem spoke to his for chem; lee us cake their daughters in 
father Hamor, saying, "Get me this marriage, and lee us give chem our 
maiden for my wife." s Now Jacob daughters. 22 Only on chis condition will 
heard that he had defiled his daughter the men agree [O dwell with US, to be
Dinah; bur his sons were with his can le come one people: char every male 
in the field, so Jacob held his peace until among us be circumcised as they arc 
they came. 6And Hamor che father of circumcised. 2J Will nor their catde, 
Shechem went our co Jacob co speak their property and all their beasts be 
with him. 7 The sons of Jacob came in ours? Only lee us agree with chem, and 
from the field when they heard of ic; they will dwell with us." 24And all who 
and the men were indignant and very went our of the gate of his city heark
angry, because he had wrought folly in ened co Hamor and his son Shechem; 
Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter, and every male was circumcised, all whll 
for such a thing ought nor to be done. went out of the gate of his city. 

8 Bue Hamor spoke with chem, say- 25 On the third day, when they were 
u· Thac is Booths .r Heb a hw1dred qesitah Y That is God, tht• God of Israel 



God's promise to Israel 31 GENESIS 35 
sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed 
and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their him. 10And God said to him, "Your 
swords and came upon the city un- name is Jacob; no longer shall your 
awares, and killed all the males. 26 They name be called Jacob, but Israel shall 
slew Hamor and his son Shechem with be your name." So his name was called 
the sword, and took Dinah out of Israel. IIAnd God said to him, "I am 
Shechem's house, and went away. 27And God Almighty :b be fruitful and mul
the sons of Jacob came upon the slain, tiply; a nation and a company of nations 
and plundered the city, because their shall come from you, and kings shall 
sister had been defiled; 28 they took spring from you. 12 The land which I 
their flocks and their herds, their asses, gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to 
and whatever was in the city and in the you, and I will give the land to your 
field; 21J all their wealth, all their little descendants after you." 13 Then God 
ones and their wives, all that was in the went up from him in the place where he 
houses, they captured and made their had spoken with him. 14And Jacob set 
prey .. 10 Then Jacob said to Simeon and up a pillar in the place where he had 
Levi, "You have brought trouble on me spoken with him, a pillar of stone; and 
by making me odious to the inhabitants he poured out a drink offering on it, and 
of the land, the Canaanites and the poured oil on it. IS So Jacob called the 
Pcr'izzites; my numbers are few, and if name of the place where God had 
they gather themselves against me and spoken with him, Bethel. 
attack me, I shall be destroyed, both I 16 Then they journeyed from Bethel; 
and my household." 31 But they said, and when they were still some distance 
"Should he treat our sister as a harlot?" from Ephrath, Rachel travailed, and she 

35 God said to Jacob, "Arise, go had hard labor. 17And when she was in 
up to Bethel, and dwell there; and her hard labor, the midwife said to her, 

make there an altar to the God who ap- "Fear not; for now you will have an
pearcd to you when you fled from your other son." IBAnd as her soul was de
brother Esau." 2 So Jacob said to his parting (for she died), she called his 
household and to all who were with him, name Ben-o'ni ;r but his father called 
"Put away the foreign gods that are his name Benjamin." 19 So Rachel died, 
among you, and purify yourselves, and and she was buried on the way to 
change your garments; J then let us Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20 and 
arise and go up to Bethel, that I may Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave; it 
make there an altar to the God who is the pillar of Rachel's tomb, which is 
answered me in the day of my distress there to this day. 21 Israel journeyed on, 
and has been with me wherever I have and pitched his tent beyond the tower of 
gone." 4 So they gave to Jacob all the Eder. 
foreign gods that they had, and the 22 While Israel dwelt in that land 
rings that were in their cars; and Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his 
Jacob hid them under the oak which father's concubine; and Israel heard of 
was near Shechem. it. 

5 And as they journeyed, a terror Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 
from God fell upon the cities that were 2J The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob's 
round about them, so that they did not first-born), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is'
pursue the sons of Jacob. 0And Jacob sachar, and Zeb'ulun. 24 The sons of 
came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 2s The 
in the land of Canaan, he and all the sons of Bilhah, Ra.::hel's maid: Dan and 
people who were with him, 7 and there Naph'tali. 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah's 
he built an altar, and called the place maid: Gad and Asher. These were the 
El-bethel,' because there God had re- sons of Jacob who were born to him in 
vealed himself to him when he fled Paddan-aram. 
from his brother. HAnd Deb'orah, Re- 27 And Jacob came to his father 
bckah's nurse, died, and she was buried Isaac at Mamre, or Kir'iath-ar'ba (that 
under an oak below Bethel; so the name is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac 
of it was called Al'lon-bacuth." had sojourned. 28 Now the days of Isaac 

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when were a hundred and eighty years. 29And 
1~ :1:ha1 ~s ~od of Ue1lr~I 11 ThYI is Oak of Wl'l'pmg ti Heh El ,\'haddai r Thal is Son of my sorrow 
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GENESIS 35 32 Descendants of Esau 
Isaac breathed his last; and he died and wife. 18 These are the sons of Oholiba'
was gathered to his people, old and full mah, Esau's wife: the chiefs Je'ush, 
of days; and his sons Esau and Jacob Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs 
buried him. born of Oholiba'mah the daughter of 

36 These are the descendants of Anah, Esau's wife. 19 These are the sons 
Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took of Esau (that is, Edom), and these are 

his wives from the Canaanites: Adah their chiefs. 
the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 20 These are the sons of Se'ir the 
Oholiba'mah the daughter of Anah the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: 
son' of Zib'eon the Hivite, 3 and Bas'- Lotan, Shobal, Zib'eon, Anah, 21 Di
emath, Ish'mael's daughter, the sister of shon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the 
Neba'ioth. 4And Adah bore to Esau, chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Se'ir 
El'iphaz; Bas'emath bore Reu'el; 5 and in the land of Edom. 22 The sons of 
Oholiba'mah bore Je'ush, Jalam, and Lotan were Hori and Heman; and Lo
Korah. These are the sons of Esau who tan's sister was Timna. 23 These are the 
were born to him in the land of Canaan. sons of Shobal: Alvan, Man'ahath, 

6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 These are 
his daughters, and all the members of the sons of Zib'eon: Ai'ah and Anah; 
his household, his cattle, all his beasts, he is the Anah who found the hot 
and all his property which he had ac- springs in the wilderness, as he pastured 
quired in the land of Canaan; and he the asses of Zib'eon his father. 25 These 
went into a land away from his brother are the children of Anah: Dishon and 
Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too Oholiba'mah the daughter of Anah. 
great for them to dwell together; the 26 These are the sons of Dishon: Hem
land of their sojournings could not sup- dan, Esh ban, Ithran, and Cheran. 
port them because of their cattle. 8 So 27 These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, 
Esau dwelt in the hill country of Se'ir; Za'avan, and Akan. 28 These are the 
Esau is Edom. sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These 

9 These are the descendants of Esau are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs 
the father of the E'domites in the hill Lotan, Shobal, Zib'eon, Anah, 30 Di
country of Se'ir. 10 These are the names shon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the 
of Esau's sons: El'iphaz the son of Adah chiefs of the Horites, according to their 
the wife of Esau, Reu'el the son of Bas' - clans in the land of Se'ir. 
emath the wife of Esau. 11 The sons of 31 These are the kings who reigned 
El'iphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, in the land of Edom, before any king 
Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 (Timna was a reigned over the Israelites. 32 Bela the 
concubine of El'iphaz, Esau's son; she son of Be'or reigned in Edom, the name 
bore Am'alek to El'iphaz.) These are of his city being Din'habah. 33 Bela 
the sons of Adah, Esau's wife. 13 These died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of 
are the sons of Reu'el: Nahath, Zerah, Bozrah reigned in his stead. 34 Jobab 
Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the died, and Husham of the land of the 
sons ofBas'emath, Esau's wife. 14 These Te'manites reigned in his stead. 35 Hu
are the sons of Oholiba'mah the <laugh- sham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, 
ter of Anah the sonf of Zib'eon, Esau's who defeated Mid'ian in the country of 
wife: she bore to Esau Je'ush, Jalam, Moab, reigned in his stead, the name of 
and Korah. his city being Avith. 36 Hadad died, and 

15 These are the chiefs of the sons Samlah of Masre'kah reigned in his 
of Esau. The sons of El'iphaz the first- stead. 37 Sarnlah died, and Sha'ul of 
born of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Reho'both on the Eu-phra'tes reigned 
Zepho, Kenaz, 16 Korah, Gatam, and in his stead. 38 Sha'ul died, and Ba'al
Am'alek; these are the chiefs ofEl'iphaz ha'nan the son of Achbor reigned in his 
in the land of Edom; they are the sons stead. 39 Ba'al-ha'nan the son of Ach
of Adah. 17 These are the sons of Reu'el, bor died, and Hadar reigned in his 
Esau's son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, stead, the name of his city being Pau; 
Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the his wife's name was Mehet'abel, th~ 
chiefs of Reu'el in the land of Edom; daughter of Matred, daughter of Me' -
they are the sons of Bas'emath, Esau's zahab. 
e Sam Gk Syr: Heb daughter f Gk Syr: Heb daughter 
38.2: Gen 26.34; 28.9. 38.20-28: 1 Chron 1.38-42. 38.31-43: 1 Chron 1.43-53. 



Joseph's dreams 33 GENESIS 37 
40 These are the names of the chiefs brothers pasturing the flock at She

of Esau, according to their families and chem? Come, I will send you to them." 
their dwelling places, by their names: And he said to him, "Here I am." 14 So 
the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, he said to him, "Go now, see ifit is well 
41 Oholiba'mah, Elah, Pinon, 42 Kenaz, with your brothers, and with the flock; 
Teman, Mibzar, 43 Mag'diel, and Iram; and bring me word again." So he sent 
these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, him from the valley of Hebron, and he 
Esau, the father of Edom), according to came to Shechem. ISAnd a man found 
their dwelling places in the land of their him wandering in the fields; and the 
possession. man asked him, "What are you seek-

37 Jacob dwelt in the land of his ing?" 16 "I am seeking my brothers," he 
father's sojoumings, in the land said, "tell me, I pray you, where they 

of Canaan. 2 This is the history of the are pasturing the flock." 17And the man 
family of Jacob. said, "They have gone away, for I heard 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' " So 
was shepherding the flock with his Joseph went after his brothers, and 
brothers; he was a lad with the sons of found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him 
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives; afar off, and before he came near to 
a;ld Joseph brought an ill report of them them they conspired against him to kill 
to their father. 3 Now Israel loved him. 19 They said to one another, "Here 
Joseph more than any other of his chi!- comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us 
dren, because he was the son of his old kill him and throw him into one of the 
age; and he made him a long robe with pits; then we shall say that a wild beast 
sleeves. 4 But when his brothers saw has devoured him, and we shall see what 
that their father loved him more than will become of his dreams." 21 But when 
all his brothers, they hated him, Reuben heard it, he delivered him out 
and could not speak peaceably to of their hands, saying, "Let us not take 
him. his life." 22And Reuben said to them, 

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when "Shed no blood; cast him into this pit 
he told it to his brothers they only hated here in the wilderness, but lay no hand 
him the more. 6 He said to them, "Hear upon him"-that he might rescue him 
this dream which I have dreamed: 7 be- out of their hand, to restore him to his 
hold, we were binding sheaves in the father. 23 So when Joseph came to his 
field, and lo, my sheaf arose and stood brothers, they stripped him of his robe, 
upright; and behold, your sheaves the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 
gathered round it, and bowed down to 24 and they took him and cast him into a 
my sheaf." 8 His brothers said to him, pit. The pit was empty, there was no 
"Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are water in it. 
you indeed to have dominion over us?" 25 Then they sat down to eat; and 
So they hated him yet more for his looking up they saw a caravan of Ish'
dreams and for his words. 9 Then he maelites coming from Gilead, with their 
dreamed another dream, and told it to camels bearing gum, bahn, and myrrh, 
his brothers, and said, "Behold, I have on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 
dreamed another dream; and behold, 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, 
the sun, the moon, and eleven stars "What profit is it if we slay our brother 
were bowing down to me." 10 But when and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us 
he told it to his father and to his sell him to the Ish'maelites, and let not 
brorhers, his father rebuked him, and our hand be upon him, for he is our 
said to him, "What is this dream that brother, our own flesh." And his 
you have dreamed? Shall I and your brothers heeded him. 28 Then Mid'
mother and your brothers indeed come ianite traders passed by; and they drew 
to bow ourselves to the ground before Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, 
you?" 11 And his brothers were jealous of and sold him to the Ish'maelites for 
h~, but his father kept the saying in twenty shekels of silver; and they took 
mmd. Joseph to Egypt. 

12 Now his brothers went to pasture 29 When Reuben returned to the pit 
their father's flock near Shechem. BAnd and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, 
Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your he rent his clothes 30 and returned to his 
37.11, 28: Acts 7.9. 



GENESIS 37 34 
brorhcrs, and said, "The lad is gone; 
and I, where shall I go?" .II Then rhey 
rook Joseph's robe, and killed a goar, 
and dipped rhe robe in rhe blood; 32 and 
rhey senr rhe long robe wirh sleeves and 
broughr ir co rheir farher, and said, 
"This we have found; see now wherher 
ir is your son's robe or nor." .13And he 
recognized ir, and said, "Ir is my son's 
robe; a wild beasr has devoured him; 
Joseph is wirhour doubr corn co pieces." 
-"l Then Jacob rem his garmenrs, and 
pur sackclorh upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. 3SAll 
his sons and all his daughrers rose up co 
comforr him; bur he refused co be com
forred, and said, "No, I shall go down co 
Sheol co my son, mourning." Thus his 
farher wepc for him. 36 Meanwhile rhe 
Mid'ianires had sold him in Egypc co 
Poc'i-phar, an officer of Pharaoh, rhe 
caprain of rhe guard. 

38 Ir happened ar char rime char 
Judah wenr down from his 

brorhers, and rurned in co a cerrain 
Adullamire, whose name was Hirah. 
z There Judah saw rhe daughcer of a 
cerrain Canaanire whose name was 
Shu'a; he married her and wenr in co 
her, ·1 and she conceived and bore a son, 
and he called his name Er. 4Again she 
conceived and bore a son, and she called 
his name Onan. 5 Yer again she bore a 
son, and she called his name Shelah. 
She'' was in Chezib when she bore him. 
6And Judah rook a wife for Er his 
firsr-born, and her name was Tamar. 
7 Bur Er, Judah's firsr-born, was wicked 
in rhe sighr of rhe LORD; and rhe LORD 
slew him. 8 Then Judah said co Onan, 
"Go in co your brorher's wife, and per
form rhe ducy of a brorher-in-law co her, 
and raise up offspring for your brorher." 
9 Bur Onan knew char rhe offspring 
would nor be his; so when he wenr in 
co his brorher's wife he spilled rhe 
semen on rhe ground, Iese he should 
give offspring co his brorher. lOAnd 
whar he did was displeasing in rhe sighr 
of rhe LORD, and he slew him also. 
11 Then Judah said co Tamar his daugh
rer-in-law, "Remain a widow in your 
farher's house, rill Shelah my son grows 
up"-for he feared char he would die, 
like his brorhers. So Tamar wenr and 
dwelt in her farher's house. 

12 In course of rime rhe wife of Ju
dah, Shu'a's daughcer, died; and when 
''Gk. Heb H.: 11 Or cult prosri1ute 

Judah and Tamar 
Judah was comfoned, he went up co 
Timnah co his sheepshearers, he and his 
friend Hirah rhe Adullamite. l3And 
when Tamar was told, "Your farher-in
law is going up to Timnah to shear his 
sheep," 14 she put off her widow's 
garments, and put on a veil, wrapping 
herself up, and sat at rhe entrance to 
Enaim, which is on rhe road to Timnah; 
for she saw that Shelah was grown up, 
and she had not been given to him in 
marriage. 15 When Judah saw her, he 
thought her to be a harlot, for she had 
covered her face. 16 He went over to her 
at rhe road side, and said, "Come, let 
me come in to you," for he did not know 
thar she was his daughcer-in-law. She 
said, "What will you give me, that you 
may come in to me?" 17 He answered, 
"I will send you a kid from rhe flock." 
And she said, "Will you give me a 
pledge, till you send it?" 18 He said, 
"What pledge shall I give you?" She 
replied, "Your signet and your cord, 
and your staff that is in your hand." So 
he gave them to her, and went in to her, 
and she conceived by him. 19 Then she 
arose and went away, and taking off her 
veil she put on rhe garments of her 
widowhood. 

20 When Judah sent rhe kid by his 
friend rhe Adullamite, to receive rhe 
pledge from rhe woman's hand, he could 
not find her. 21And he asked rhe men of 
the place, "Where is the harloth who 
was at Enaim by rhe wayside?" And 
they said, "No harloth has been here." 
22 So he returned to Judah, and said, "I 
have not found her; and also the men of 
the place said, 'No harloth has been 
here.' " 23And Judah replied, "Let her 
keep the things as her own, lest we be 
laughed at; you see, I sent this kid, and 
you could not find her." 

24 About three monrhs later Judah 
was told, "Tamar your daughter-in-law 
has played the harlot; and moreover she 
is wirh child by harlotry.'' And Judah 
said, "Bring her out, and let her be 
burned." 25As she was being brought 
out, she sent word to her father-in-law, 
"By the man to whom rhese belong, I 
am wirh child." And she said, "Mark, I 
pray you, whose these are, rhe signet 
and the cord and rhe staff." 26 Then 
Judah acknowledged chem and said, 
"She is more righteous rhan I, inas
much as I did not give her to my son 



Joseph and Potiphar's wife 
Shelah." And he did not lie with her 
again. 

27 When the time of her delivery 
came, there were twins in her womb. 
2BAnd when she was in labor, one put 
out a hand; and the midwife took and 
bound on his hand a scarlet thread, say
ing, "This came out first." 29 But as he 
drew back his hand, behold, his brother 
came out; and she said, "What a breach 
you have made for yourself!" Therefore 
his name was called Perez.i 30Afterward 
his brother came out with the scarlet 
thread upon his hand; and his name was 
called Zerah. 

39 Now Joseph was taken down to 
Egypt, and Pot'i-phar, an officer 

of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, bought him from the Ish'
maelites who had brought him down 
there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and 
he became a successful man; and he 
was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian, 3 and his master saw that the 
LORD was with him, and that the LORD 
caused all that he did to prosper in his 
hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his 
sight and attended him, and he made 
him overseer of his house and put him 
in charge of all that he had. s From the 
time that he made him overseer in his 
house and over all that he had the LORD 
blessed the Egyptian's house for Jo
seph's sake; the blessing of the LORD 
was upon all that he had, in house and 
field. 6 So he left all that he had in 
Joseph's charge; and having him he had 
no concern for anything but the food 
which he ate. 

Now Joseph was handsome and 
good-looking. 7And after a time his 
master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph, 
and said, "Lie with me." B But he re
fused and said to his master's wife, "Lo, 
having me my master has no concern 
about anything in the house, and he has 
put everything that he has in my hand; 
9 he is not greater in this house than I 
am; nor has he kept back anything from 
me except yourself, because you are his 
wife; how then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?" 
IOAnd although she spoke to Joseph day 
after day, he would not listen to her, to 
lie with her or to be with her. 11 But one 
day, when he went into the house to do 
his work and none of the men of the 
house was there in the house, 12 she 
1 That is A breach 38.1-2, 21; Acts 7.9. 

35 GENESIS 40 
caught him by his garment, saying, "Lie 
with me." But he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled and got out of the house. 
l3And when she saw that he had left his 
garment in her hand, and had fled out 
of the house, 14 she called to the men of 
her household and said to them, "See, 
he has brought among us a Hebrew to 
insult us; he came in to me to lie with 
me, and I cried out with a loud voice; 
IS and when he heard that I lifted up my 
voice and cried, he left his garment with 
me, and fled and got out of the house." 
16 Then she laid up his garment by her 
until his master came home, 17 and she 
told him the same story, saying, "The 
Hebrew servant, whom you have 
brought among us, came in to me to 
insult me; 18 but as soon as I lifted up 
my voice and cried, he left his garment 
with me, and fled out of the house." 

19 When his master heard the words 
which his wife spoke to him, "This is 
the way your servant treated me," his 
anger was kindled. 20And Joseph's 
master took him and put him into the 
prison, the place where the king's 
prisoners were confined, and he was 
there in prison. 21 But the LORD was 
with Joseph and showed him steadfast 
Jove, and gave him favor in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. 22And the 
keeper of the prison committed to Jo
seph's care all the prisoners who were in 
the prison; and whatever was done 
there, he was the doer of it; 23 the keeper 
of the prison paid no heed to anything 
that was in Joseph's care, because the 
LORD was with him; and whatever he 
did, the LORD made it prosper. 

40 Some time after this, the butler 
of the king of Egypt and his baker 

offended their lord the king of Egypt. 
2And Pharaoh was angry with his two 
officers, the chief butler and the chief 
baker, 3 and he put them in custody in 
the house of the captain of the guard, in 
the prison where Joseph was confined. 
4 The captain of the guard charged 
Joseph with them, and he waited on 
them; and they continued for some time 
in custody. 5And one night they both 
dreamed-the butler and the baker of 
the king of Egypt, who were confined in 
the prison-each his own dream, and 
each dream with its own meaning. 
6 When Joseph came to them in the 
morning and saw them, they were 
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troubled. 7 So he asked Pharaoh's offi
cers who were with him in custody in 
his master's house, "Why are your faces 
downcast today?" 8 They said to him, 
"We have had dreams, and there is no 
one to interpret them." And Joseph 
said to them, "Do not interpretations 
belong to God? Tell them to me, I 
pray you." 

9 So the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him, "In my dream 
there was a vine before me, 10 and on 
the vine there were three branches; as 
soon as it budded, its blossoms shot 
forth, and the clusters ripened into 
grapes. 11 Pharaoh's cup was in my 
hand; and I took the grapes and pressed 
them into Pharaoh's cup, and placed the 
cup in Pharaoh's hand." 12 Then Joseph 
said to him, "This is its interpretation: 
the three branches are three days ; 
13 within three days Pharaoh will lift up 
your head and restore you to your 
office; and you shall place Pharaoh's cup 
in his hand as formerly, when you were 
his butler. 14 But remember me, when 
it is well with you, and do me the kind
ness, I pray you, to make mention of me 
to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this 
house. IS For I was indeed stolen out of 
the land of the Hebrews; and here also 
I have done nothing that they should 
put me into the dungeon." 

16 When the chief baker saw that the 
interpretation was favorable, he said to 
Joseph, "I also had a dream: there were 
three cake baskets on my head, 17 and 
in the uppermost basket there were all 
sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the 
birds were eating it out of the basket on 
my head." 18And Joseph answered, 
"This is its interpretation: the three 
baskets are three days; 19 within three 
days Pharaoh will lift up your head
from you !-and hang you on a tree; 
and the birds will eat the flesh from 
you.'' 

20 On the third day, which was 
Pharaoh's birthday, he made a feast for 
all his servants, and lifted up the head 
of the chief butler and the head of the 
chief baker among his servants. 21 He 
restored the chief butler to his butler
ship, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's 
hand; 22 but he hanged the chief baker, 
as Joseph had interpreted to them. 
23 Yet the chief butler did not remember 
Joseph, but forgot him. 
j Gk: Heb 1hem 

Pharaoh's dream 

41 After two whole years, Phar
aoh dreamed that he was standing 

by the Nile, 2 and behold, there came 
up out of the Nile seven cows sleek and 
fat, and they fed in the reed grass. 3And 
behold, seven other cows, gaunt and 
thin, came up out of the Nile after them, 
and stood by the other cows on the bank 
of the Nile. 4And the gaunt and thin 
cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows. 
And Pharaoh awoke. SAnd he fell asleep 
and dreamed a second time; and behold, 
seven ears of grain, plump and good, 
were growing on one stalk. 6And be
hold, after them sprouted seven ears, 
thin and blighted by the east wind. 
7 And the thin ears swallowed up the 
seven plump and full ears. And Pharaoh 
awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 8 So 
in the morning his spirit was troubled; 
and he sent and called for all the magi
cians of Egypt and all its wise men; and 
Pharaoh told them his dream, but there 
was none who could interpret iti to 
Pharaoh. 

9 Then the chief butler said to Phar
aoh, "I remember my faults today. 
10 When Pharaoh was angry with his 
servants, and put me and the chief baker 
in custody in the house of the captain of 
the guard, 11 we dreamed on the same 
night, he and I, each having a dream 
with its own meaning. 12A young He
brew was there with us, a servant of the 
captain of the guard; and when we told 
him, he interpreted our dreams to us, 
giving an interpretation to each man ac
cording to his dream. 13And as he in
terpreted to us, so it came to pass; I 
was restored to my office, and the baker 
was hanged." 

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called 
Joseph, and they brought him hastily 
out of the dungeon; and when he had 
shaved himself and changed his clothes, 
he came in before Pharaoh. 15And 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a 
dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it; and I have heard it said of 
you that when you hear a dream you can 
interpret it." 16 Joseph answered Phar
aoh, "It is not in me; God will give 
Pharaoh a favorable answer." 17 Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Behold, in my 
dream I was standing' on the banks of 
the Nile; 18 and seven cows, fat and 
sleek, came up out of the Nile and fed 
in the reed grass; 19 and seven other 
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cows came up after chem, poor and very 
gaunt and chin, such as I had never sei;n 
in all the land of Egypt. 20And the thin 
and gaunt cows ace up the first seven 
fat cows, 21 but when they had eaten 
them no one would have known that 
they had eaten chem, for they were still 
as gaunt as at the beginning. Then I 
awoke. 22 I also saw in my dream seven 
ears growing on one stalk, full and 
good; 23 and seven ears, withered, thin, 
and blighted by the ease wind, sprouted 
after chem, 24 and the thin ears swal
lowed up the seven good ears. And I 
told it co the magicians, bur there was 
no one who could explain it to me." 

25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, 
"The dream of Pharaoh is one; God has 
revealed co Pharaoh what he is about to 
do. 26 The seven good cows are seven 
years, and the seven good ears are seven 
years; the dream is one. 27 The seven 
lean and gaunt cows char came up after 
chem are seven years, and the seven 
empty ears blighted by the ease wind are 
also seven years of famine. 28 Ir is as I 
cold Pharaoh, God has shown co 
Pharaoh what he is about co do. 29 There 
will come seven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt, 30 bur 
after them there will arise seven years of 
famine, and all the plenty will be for
gonen in the land of Egypt ; the famine 
will consume the land, 31 and the plenty 
will be unknown in the land by reason 
of char famine which will follow, for it 
will be very grievous .. l2And the dou
bling of Pharaoh's dream means chat the 
thing is fixed by God, and God will 
shortly bring it co pass .. n Now therefore 
let Pharaoh select a man discreet and 
wise, and sec him over the land of 
Egypt. 14 Lee Pharaoh proceed co ap
point overseers over the land, and take 
the fifth part of the produce of the land 
of Egypt during the seven plenteous 
years. 1'And lee them gather all the food 
of these good years chat arc coming, and 
lay up grain under the authority of 
Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let 
them keep it. .16 That food shall be a 
reserve for the land against the seven 
years of famine which are to befall the 
land of Egypt, so that the land may not 
perish through the famine." 

17 This proposal seemed good to 
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Pharaoh and to all his servants. 38And 
Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we 
find such a man as chis, in whom is the 
Spirit of God?" 39 So Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, "Since God has shown you all 
this, there is none so discreet and wise 
as you are; 40 you shall be over my 
house, and all my people shall order 
themselves as you command; only as 
regards the throne will I be greater than 
you." 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
"Behold, I have set you over all the land 
of Egypt." 42 Then Pharaoh took his 
signet ring from his hand and put it on 
Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in 
garments of fine linen, and put a gold 
chain about his neck; 43 and he made 
him to ride in his second chariot; and 
they cried before him, "Bow the knee!"" 
Thus he set him over all the land of 
Egypt. 44 Moreover Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, and without 
your consent no man shall lift up hand 
or foot in all the land of Egypt." 45And 
Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaph'
enath-pane'ah; and he gave him in 
marriage As'enach, the daughter of 
Poti'phera priest of On. So Joseph went 
out over the land of Egypt. 

46 Joseph was thirty years old when 
he entered the service of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the 
presence of Pharaoh, and went through 
all the land of Egypt. 47 During the 
seven plenteous years the earth brought 
forth abundantly, 48 and he gathered up 
all the food of the seven years when 
there was plenty1 in the land of Egypt, 
and stored up food in the cities; he 
stored up in every city the food from the 
fields around it. 49And Joseph stored up 
grain in great abundance, like the sand 
of th.: sea, until he ceased to measure it, 
for it could not be measured. 

50 Before the year of famine came, 
Joseph had two sons, whom As'enath, 
the daughter of Poti'phera priest of On, 
bore to him. 51 Joseph called the name 
of the first-born Manas'seh,m "For," 
he said, "God has made me forget all 
my hardship and all my father's house." 
52 The name of the second he called 
E'phraim,n "For God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my affliction." 

53 The seven years of plenty that pre
vailed in the land of Egypt came co an 

~ Abn:k? ~robebly a.n Egyptia:J :-".on.I .similar .in sound to the Hebrew word meaning to kneel 
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end; S4 and the seven years of famine 
began to come, as Joseph had said. 
There was famine in all lands; but in 
all the land of Egypt there was bread. 
55 When all the land of Egypt was 
famished, the people cried to Pharaoh 
for bread ; and Pharaoh said to all the 
Egyptians, "Go to Joseph; what he says 
to you, do." 56 So when the famine had 
spread over all the land, Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, 0 and sold to the 
Egyptians, for the famine was severe in 
the land of Egypt. 57 Moreover, all the 
earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy 
grain, because the famine was severe 
over all the earth. 

42 When Jacob learned that there 
was grain in Egypt, he said to his 

sons, "Why do you look at one an
other?" 2And he said, "Behold, I have 
heard that there is grain in Egypt; go 
down and buy grain for us there, that 
we may live, and not die." 3 So ten of 
Joseph's brothers went down to buy 
grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send 
Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with his 
brothers, for he feared that harm might 
befall him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel 
came to buy among the others who 
came, for the famine was in the land of 
Canaan. 

6 Now Joseph was governor over the 
land; he it was who sold to all the people 
of the land. And Joseph's brothers 
came, and bowed themselves before him 
with their faces to the ground. 7 Joseph 
saw his brothers, and knew them, but he 
treated them like strangers and spoke 
roughly to them. "Where do you come 
from?" he said. They said, "From the 
land of Canaan, to buy food." 8 Thus 
Joseph knew his brothers, but they did 
not know him. 9And Joseph remem
bered the dreams which he had dreamed 
of them; and he said to them, "You are 
spies, you have come to see the weak
ness of the land." IO They said to him, 
"No, my lord, but to buy food have 
your servants come. 11 We are all sons 
of one man, we are honest men, your 
servants are not spies." 12 He said to 
them, "No, it is the weakness of the land 
that you have come to see." DAnd they 
said, "We, your servants, are twelve 
brothers, the sons of one man in the 
land of Canaan; and behold, the 
youngest is this day with our father, and 

~.~s14;'~c~s0~fr~e ~~2: 1!~~s a~~{~~, ~2.5s:"~~ces';_ 11. 

Joseph's brothers seek food 
one is no more." 14 But Joseph said to 
them, "It is as I said to you, you are 
spies. IS By this you shall be tested: by 
the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go 
from this place unless your youngest 
brother comes here. 16 Send one of you, 
and let him bring your brother, while 
you remain in prison, that your words 
may be tested, whether there is truth in 
you; or else, by the life of Pharaoh, 
surely you are spies." 17And he put 
them all together in prison for three 
days. 

18 On the third day Joseph said to 
them, "Do this and you will live, for I 
fear God : 19 if you are honest men, let 
one of your brothers remain confined in 
your prison, and let the rest go and carry 
grain for the famine of your households, 
20 and bring your youngest brother to 
me; so your words will be verified, and 
you shall not die." And they did so. 
21 Then they said to one another, "In 
truth we are guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the distress of 
his soul, when he besought us and we 
would not listen; therefore is this dis
tress come upon us." 22And Reuben 
answered them, "Did I not tell you not 
to sin against the lad? But you would not 
listen. So now there comes a reckoning 
for his blood." 23 They did not know 
that Joseph understood them, for there 
was an interpreter between them. 
24 Then he turned away from them and 
wept ; and he returned to them and 
spoke to them. And he took Simeon 
from them and bound him before their 
eyes. 25 And Joseph gave orders to fill 
their bags ~ith grain, and to replace 
every man's money in his sack, and tu 
give them provisions for the journey. 
This was done for them. 

26 Then they loaded their asses with 
their grain, and departed. 27 And as one 
of them opened his sack to give his ass 
provender at the lodging place, he saw 
his money in the mouth of his sack ; 
28 and he said to his brothers, "My 
money has been put back; here it is in 
the mouth of my sack!" At this their 
hearts failed them, and they turned 
trembling to one another, saying, "What 
is this that God has done to us?" 

29 When they came to Jacob their 
father in the land of Canaan, they told 
him all that had befallen them, saying, 
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-10 "The man, the lord of the land, spoke 
roughly to us, and took us to be spies of 
the land. 31 But we said to him, 'We are 
honest men, we are not spies; 12 we are 
twelve brothers, sons of our father; one 
is no more, and the youngest is this day 
with our father in the land of Canaan.' 
33 Then the man, the lord of the land, 
said to us, 'By this I shall know that you 
are honest men: leave one of your 
brothers with me, and take grain for the 
famine of your households, and go your 
way .. 14 Bring your youngest brother to 
me; then I shall know that you are not 
spies but honest men, and I will deliver 
to you your brother, and you shall trade 
in the land.' " 

35 As they emptied their sacks, be
hold, every man's bundle of money was 
in his sack; and when they and their 
father saw their bundles of money, they 
were dismayed. 36And Jacob their father 
said to them, "You have bereaved me of 
my children: Joseph is no more, and 
Simeon is no more, and now you would 
take Benjamin; all this has come upon 
me." 37 Then Reuben said to his father, 
"Slay my two sons if I do not bring him 
back to you; put him in my hands, and I 
will bring him back to you." 38 But he 
said, "My son shall not go down with 
you, for his brother is dead, and he only 
is left. If harm should befall him on the 
journey that you are to make, you would 
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow 
to Sheol." 

43 Now the famine was severe in 
the land. 2And when they had 

eaten the grain which they had brought 
from Egypt, their father said to them, 
"Go again, buy us a little food." 3 But 
Judah said to him, "The man solemnly 
warned us, saying, 'You shall not see 
my face, unless your brother is with 
you.' 4 If you will send our brother with 
us, we will go down and buy you food; 
5 but if you will not send him, we will 
not go down, for the man said to us, 
'You shall not see my face, unless your 
brother is with you.' " 6 Israel said, 
"Why did you treat me so ill as to tell 
the man that you had another brother?" 
7 They replied, "The man questioned 
us carefully about ourselves and our 
kindred, saying, 'Is your father still 
alive? Have you another brother?' What 
we told him was in answer to these 
questions; could we in any way know 
l' Ht"b J::I Shaddai 

that he would say, 'Bring your brother 
down'?" HAnd Judah said to Israel his 
father, "Send the lad with me, and we 
will arise and go, that we may live and 
not die, both we and you and also our 
little ones. 9 I will be surety for him; of 
my hand you shall require him. If I do 
not bring him back to you and set him 
before you, then let me bear the blame 
for ever; Io for if we had not delayed, 
we would now have returned twice." 

11 Then their father Israel said to 
them, "If it must be so, then do this: 
take some of the choice fruits of the land 
in your bags, and carry down to the 
man a present, a little balm and a little 
honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and 
almonds. 12 Take double the money 
with you; carry back with you the 
money that was returned in the mouth 
of your sacks; perhaps it was an over
sight. 13 Take also your brother, and 
arise, go again to the man; 14 may God 
AlmightyP grant you mercy before the 
man, that he may send back your other 
brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved 
of my children, I am bereaved." 15 So 
the men took the present, and they took 
double the money with them, and Ben
jamin; and they arose and went down to 
Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 

16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with 
them, he said to the steward of his 
house, "Bring the men into the house, 
and slaughter an animal and make 
ready, for the men are to dine with me 
at noon." 17 The man did as Joseph 
bade him, and brought the men to Jo
seph's house. IHAnd the men were 
afraid because they were brought to 
Joseph's house, and they said, "It is 
because of the money, which was re
placed in our sacks the first time, that 
we are brought in, so that he may seek 
occasion against us and fall upon us, to 
make slaves of us and seize our asses." 
19 So they went up to the steward of 
Joseph's house, and spoke with him at 
the door of the house, 20 and said, "Oh, 
my lord, we came down the first time 
to buy food; 21 and when we came to the 
lodging place we opened our sacks, and 
there was every man's money in the 
mouth of his sack, our money in full 
weight; so we have brought it again with 
us, 22 and we have brought other money 
down in our hand to buy food. We do 
not know who put our money in our 
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sacks." 23 He replied, "Rest assured, do men were sent away with their asses. 
not be afraid; your God and the God of 4 When they had gone but a short dis
your father must have put treasure in tance from the city, Joseph said to his 
your sacks for you; I received your steward, "Up, follow after the men; and 
money." Then he brought Simeon out when you overtake them, say to them, 
to them. 24And when the man had 'Why have you returned evil for good? 
brought the men into Joseph's house, Why have you stolen my silver cup?'' 
and given them water, and they had 5 Is it not from this that my lord drinks, 
washed their feet, and when he had and by this that he divines? You have 
given their asses provender, 25 they done wrong in so doing.'" 
made ready the present for Joseph's 6 When he overtook them, he spoke 
coming at noon, for they heard that they to them these words. 7 They said to 
should eat bread there. him, "Why does my lord speak such 

26 When Joseph came home, they words as these? Far be it from your 
brought into the house to him the servants that they should do such a 
present which they had with them, and thing! 8 Behold, the money which we 
bowed down to him to the ground. found in the mouth of our sacks, we 
27And he inquired about their welfare, brought back to you from the land of 
and said, "Is your father well, the old Canaan; how then should we steal silver 
man of whom you spoke? Is he still or gold from your lord's house? 9 With 
alive?" 28 They said, "Your servant our whomever of your servants it be found, 
father is well, he is still alive." And they let him die, and we also will be my lord's 
bowed their heads and made obeisance. slaves." 10 He said, "Let it be as you 
29And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his say: he with whom it is found shall be 
brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and my slave, and the rest of you shall be 
said, "Is this your youngest brother, of blameless." 11 Then every man quickly 
whom you spoke to me? God be gra- lowered his sack to the ground, and 
cious to you, my son!" 30 Then Joseph every man opened his sack. 12And he 
made haste, for his heart yearned for searched, beginning with the eldest and 
his brother, and he sought a place to ending with the youngest; and the cup 
weep. And he entered his chamber was found in Benjamin's sack. 13 Then 
and wept there. 31 Then he washed they rent their clothes, and every man 
his face and came out; and controlling loaded his ass, and they returned to the 
himself he said, "Let food be served." city. 
32 They served him by himself, and 14 When Judah and his brothers 
them by themselves, and the Egyptians came to Joseph's house, he was still 
who ate with him by themselves, be- there; and they fell before him to the 
cause the Egyptians might not eat ground. 15 Joseph said to them, "Whar 
bread with the Hebrews, for that is an deed is this that you have done? Do you 
abomination to the Egyptians. 33And not know that such a man as I can in
they sat before him, the first-born ac- deed divine?" 16And Judah said, "What 
cording to his birthright and the shall we say to my lord? What shall we 
youngest according to his youth; and speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? 
the men looked at one another in God has found out the guilt of your 
amazement. 34 Portions were taken to servants; behold, we are my lord's 
them from Joseph's table, but Ben- slaves, both we and he also in whose 
jamin's portion was five times as much hand the cup has been found." 17 But he 
as any of theirs. So they drank and said, "Far be it from me that I should 
were merry with him. do so! Only the man in whose hand tht· 

44 Then he commanded the stew- cup was found shall be my slave; but as 
ard of his house, "Fill the men's for you, go up in peace to your father." 

sacks with food, as much as they can 18 Then Judah went up to him and 
carry, and put each man's money in the said, "O my lord, let your servant, I 
mouth of his sack, 2 and put my cup, the pray you, speak a word in my lord's 
silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of ears, and let not your anger burn againsl 
the youngest, with his money for the your servant; for you are like Pharaoh 
grain." And he did as Joseph told him. himself. 19 My lord asked his servants. 
3As soon as the morning was light, the saying, 'Have you a father, or a broth
,, Gk Compare Vg: Heb lacks Wh_v have you stofr,, my silver wp? 
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er?' 20And we said to my lord, 'We have brothers could not answer him, for they 
a father, an old man, and a young were dismayed at his presence. 
brother, the child of his old age; and his 4 So Joseph said to his brothers, 
brother is dead, and he alone is left of "Come near to me, I pray you." And 
his mother's children; and his father they came near. And he said, "I am 
loves him.' 21 Then you said to your your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
servants, 'Bring him down to me, that I into Egypt. SAnd now do not be dis
may set my eyes upon him.' 22 We said tressed, or angry with yourselves, be
to my lord, 'The lad cannot leave his cause you sold me here; for God sent 
father, for if he should leave his father, me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 
his father would die.' 23 Then you said famine has been in the land these two 
to your servants, 'Unless your youngest years; and there are yet five years in 
brother comes down with you, you shall which there will be neither plowing nor 
see my face no more.' 24 When we went harvest. 7 And God sent me before you 
back to your servant my father we told to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
him the words of my lord. 25And when and to keep alive for you many sur
our father said, 'Go again, buy us a little vivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me 
food,' 26 we said, 'We cannot go down. here, but God; and he has made me a 
If our youngest brother goes with us, father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
then we will go down; for we cannot see house and ruler over all the land of 
the man's face unless our youngest Egypt. 9 Make haste and go up to my 
brother is with us.' 27 Then your servant father and say to him, 'Thus says your 
my father said to us, 'You know that my son Joseph, God has made me lord of 
wife bore me two sons; 28 one left me, all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
and I said, Surely he has been tom to tarry; 10 you shall dwell in the land of 
pieces; and I have never seen him Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 
since. 29 If you take this one also from and your children and your children's 
me, and harm befalls him, you will children, and your flocks, your herds, 
bring down my gray hairs in sorrow to and all that you have; 11 and there I will 
Sheol.' 30 Now therefore, when I come provide for you, for there are yet five 
to your servant my father, and the lad is years of famine to come; lest you and 
not with us, then, as his life is bound up your household, and all that you have, 
in the lad's life, 31 when he sees that the come to poverty.' 12And now your eyes 
lad is not with us, he will die; and your see, and the eyes of QlY brother Ben
servants will bring down the gray hairs iamin see, that it is my mouth that 
of your servant our father with sorrow speaks to you. 13 You must tell my 
to Sheol. 32 For your servant became father of all my splendor in Egypt, and 
surety for the lad to my father, saying, of all that you have seen. Make haste 
'If I do not bring him back to you, then and bring my father down here." 
I shall bear the blame in the sight of my 14 Then he fell upon his brother Ben
father all my life.' 33 Now therefore, let jamin's neck and wept; and Benjamin 
your servant, I pray you, remain instead wept upon his neck. lSAnd he kissed all 
of the lad as a slave to· my lord; and let his brothers and wept upon them; and 
the lad go back with his brothers. 34 For after that his brothers talked with him. 
how can I go back to my father if the lad 16 When the report was heard in 
is not with me? I fear to see the evil that Pharaoh's house, "Joseph's brothers 
would come upon my father." have come,'' it pleased Pharaoh and his 

45 Then Joseph could not control servants well. 17And Pharaoh said to 
himself before all those who stood Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 'Do 

by him; and he cried, "Make every one this: load your beasts and go back to the 
go out from me." So no one stayed with land of Canaan; 18 and take your father 
him when Joseph made himself known and your households, and come to me, 
to his brothers. 2And he wept aloud, so and I will give you the best of the land 
that the Egyptians heard it, and the of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the 
household of Pharaoh heard it. 3And land.' 19 Command them' also, 'Do 
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am this: take wagons from the land of 
Joseph; is my father still alive?" But his Egypt for your little ones and for your 
~~~:11A::sc 7~r3.V11: Heb you are commanded 
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wives, and bring your father, and come. 
20 Give no thought to your goods, for 
the best of all the land of Egypt is 
yours.''' 

42 

21 The sons of Israel did so; and 
Joseph gave them wagons, according to 
the command of Pharaoh, and gave 
them provisions for the journey. 22 To 
each and all of them he gave festal 
garments; but to Benjamin he gave 
three hundred shekels of silver and five 
festal garments. 23 To his father he sent 
as follows: ten asses loaded with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten she-asses 
loaded with grain, bread, and provision 
for his father on the journey. 24 Then he 
sent his brothers away, and as they de
parted, he said to them, "Do not quarrel 
on the way." 25 So they went up out of 
Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan 
to their father Jacob. 26And they told 
him, "Joseph is still alive, and he is 
ruler over all the land of Egypt." And 
his heart fainted, for he did not believe 
them. 27 But when they told him all the 
words of Joseph, which he had said to 
them, and when he saw the wagons 
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the 
spirit of their father Jacob revived; 
28 and Israel said, "It is enough; Joseph 
my son is still alive; I will go and see 
him hefore I die." 

46 So Israel took his journey with 
all that he had, and came to Beer

sheba, and offered sacrifices to the God 
of his father Isaac. 2And God spoke to 
Israel in visions of the night, and said, 
"Jacob, Jacob." And he said, "Here am 
I." 3 Then he said, "I am God, the God 
of your father; do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt; for I will there make of 
you a great nation. 4 I will go down with 
you to Egypt, and I will also bring you 
up again; and Joseph's hand shall close 
your eyes." s Then Jacob set out from 
Beer-sheba; and the sons of Israel car
ried Jacob their father, their little ones, 
and their wives, in the wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 They 
also took their cattle and their goods, 
which they had gained in the land of 
Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob 
and all his offspring with him, 7 his 
sons, and his sons' sons with him, his 
daughters, and his sons' daughters; all 
his offspring he brought with him into 
Egypt. 

Israel's journey to Egypt 
8 Now these are the names of the 

descendants of Israel, who came into 
Egypt, Jacob and his sons. Reuben, 
Jacob's first-born, 9 and the sons of 
Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi. IO The sons of Simeon: Jemu'
el, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zahar, and 
Sha'ul, the son of a Canaanitish woman. 
11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, 
and Merar'i. 12 The sons of Judah: Er, 
Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er 
and Onan died in the land of Canaan); 
and the sons of Perez were Hezron and 
Hamul. 13 The sons of Is'sachar: Tola, 
Puvah, lob, and Shimron. 14 The sons 
of Zeb'ulun: Sered, Elon, and Jah'leel 
IS (these are the sons of Leah, whom she 
bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together 
with his daughter Dinah; altogether his 
sons and his daughters numbered 
thirty-three). 16 The sons of Gad: 
Ziph'ion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, 
Aro'di, and Are'li. 17 The sons of 
Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beri'ah, 
with Serah their sister. And the sons of 
Beri'ah: Heber and Mal' chi-el ix (these 
are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban 
gave to Leah his daughter; and these 
she bore to Jacob--sixteen persons). 
19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife: 
Joseph and Benjamin. 20And to Joseph 
in the land of Egypt were born Manas' -
seh and E'phraim, whom As'enath, the 
daughter of Poti'phera the priest of On. 
bore to him. 2IAnd the sons of Ben
jamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, 
Na'aman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Hup
pim, and Ard 22 (these are the sons of 
Rachel, who were born to Jacob--four
teen persons in all). 23 The sons of Dan: 
Hushim. 24 The sons of Naph'tali: 
Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem 
25 (these are the sons of Bilhah, whom 
Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and 
these she bore to Jacob--seven persons 
in all). 26All the persons belonging to 
Jacob who came into Egypt, who were· 
his own offspring, not including Jacob's 
sons' wives, were sixty-six persons in 
all; 27 and the sons of Joseph, who were 
born to him in Egypt, were two; all the 
persons of the house of Jacob, that 
came into Egypt, were seventy. 

28 He sent Judah before him to Jo
seph, to appear• before him in Goshen ; 
and they came into the land of Goshen. 
29 Then Joseph made ready his charior 

·"Sam Syr Compare Gk Vg: Heb ro show the way 
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and went up to meet Israel his father in years of the life of my fathers in the days 
Goshen; and he presented himself to of their sojourning." IOAnd Jacob 
him, and fell on his neck, and wept on blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the 
his neck a good while. 30 Israel said to presence of Pharaoh. 11 Then Joseph 
Joseph, "Now let me die, since I have settled his father and his brothers, and 
seen your face and know that you are gave them a possession in the land of 
still alive." 31 Joseph said to his brothers Egypt, in the best of the land, in the 
and to his farher's household, "I will go land of Ram'eses, as Pharaoh had com
up and tell Pharaoh, and will say to him, mantled. 12And Joseph provided his 
'My brothers and my father's house- father, his brothers, and all his father's 
hold, who were in the land of Canaan, household with food, according to the 
have come to me; 32 and the men are number of their dependents. 
shepherds, for they have been keepers of 13 Now there was no food in all the 
catcle; and they have brought their land; for the famine was very severe, so 
flocks, and their herds, and all that rhey that the land of Egypt and the land of 
have.' 33 When Pharaoh calls you, and Canaan languished by reason of rhe 
says, 'What is your occupation?' 34 you famine. 14And Joseph gathered up all 
shall say, 'Your servants have been the money that was found in the land of 
keepers of cattle from our youth even Egypc and in the land of Canaan, for the 
until now, both we and our fathers,' in grain which they bought; and Joseph 
order that you may dwell in the land of brought the money into Pharaoh's 
Goshen; for every shepherd is an house. ISAnd when the money was all 
abomination to the Egyptians." spent in the land of Egypt and in the 

47 So Joseph went in and told land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 
Pharaoh, "My farher and my to Joseph, and said, "Give us food; why 

brothers, with their flocks and herds and should we die before your eyes? For 
all that they possess, have come from our money is gone." 16And Joseph an
the land of Canaan; they are now in the swered, "Give your cattle, and I will 
land of Goshen." 2And from among his give you food in exchange for your 
brothers he took five men and presented cattle, if your money is gone." 17 So 
them to Pharaoh. 3 Pharaoh said to his they brought their cattle to Joseph; and 
brothers, "What is your occupation?" Joseph gave them food in exchange for 
And they said to Pharaoh, "Your serv- the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the 
ants are shepherds, as our fathers were." asses: and he supplied them with food 
4 They said to Pharaoh, "We have come in exchange for all their cattle that year. 
to sojourn in the land; for there is no IMAnd when that year was ended, they 
pasture for your servants' flocks, for the came to him the following year, and said 
famine is severe in the land of Canaan; to him, "We will not hide from my lord 
and now, we pray you, let your servants that our money is all spent; and the 
dwell in the land of Goshen." s Then herds of cattle are my lord's; there is 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father nothing left in the sight of my lord but 
and your brothers have come to you. our bodies and our lands. 19 Why should 
0 The land of Egypt is before you; settle we die before your eyes, both we and 
your father and your brothers in the our land? Buy us and our land for food, 
besr of the land; let them dwell in the and we with our land will be slaves to 
land of Goshen; and if you know any Pharaoh; and give us seed, that we may 
able men among them, put them in live, and not die, and that the land may 
charge of my cattle." not be desolate." 

7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his 20 So Joseph bought all the land of 
father, and set him before Pharaoh, and Egypt for Pharaoh; for all the Egyptians 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. HAnd Pharaoh sold their fields, because the famine was 
said to Jacob, "How many are the days severe upon them. The land became 
of the years of your life?" 9And Jacob Pharaoh's; 21 and as for the people, he 
said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years made slaves of themt from one end of 
of my sojourning are a hundred and Egypt to the other. 22 Only the land of 
thirty years; few and evil have been the the priests he did not buy; for the 
days of the years of my life, and they priests had a fixed allowance from 
have not atrained to the days of the Pharaoh, and lived on the allowance 
f Sam Gk Compare Vg Heb he removed them 10 tht! Liiies 
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which Pharaoh gave them ; therefore 
they did not sell their land. 23 Then 
Joseph said to the people, "Behold, I 
have this day bought you and your land 
for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, 
and you shall sow the land. 24And at the 
harvests you shall give a fifth to Phar
aoh, and four fifths shall be your own, as 
seed for the field and as food for your
selves and your households, and as food 
for your little ones." 25And they said, 
"You have saved our lives; may it please 
my lord, we will be slaves to Pharaoh." 
26 So Joseph made it a statute concern
ing the land of Egypt, and it stands to 
this day, that Pharaoh should have the 
fifth; the land of the priests alone did 
not become Pharaoh's. 

27 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of 
Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they 
gained possessions in it, and were fruit
ful and multiplied exceedingly. 28And 
Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seven
teen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred and 
forty-seven years. 

29 And when the time drew near that 
Israel must die, he called his son Joseph 
and said to him, "If now I have found 
favor in your sight, put your hand under 
my thigh, and promise to deal loyally 
and truly with me. Do not bury me in 
Egypt, 30 but let me lie with my fathers; 
carry me out of Egypt and bury me in 
their burying place." He answered, "I 
will do as you have said." 31And he said, 
"Swear to me"; and he swore to him. 
Then Israel bowed himself upon the 
head of his bed. 

48 After this Joseph was told, 
"Behold, your father is ill"; so he 

took with him his two sons, Manas'seh 
and E'phrairn. 2And it was told to 
Jacob, "Your son Joseph has come to 
you"; then Israel summoned his 
strength, and sat up in bed. 3And Jacob 
said to Joseph, "God Almighty" ap
peared to me at Luz in the land of 
Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to 
me, 'Behold, I will make you fruitful, 
and multiply you, and I will make of 
you a company of peoples, and will give 
this land to your descendants after you 
for an everlasting possession.' 5And 
now your two sons, who were born to 
you in the land of Egypt before I came 
to you in Egypt, are mine; E'phrairn 
and Manas'seh shall be mine, as Reuben 
11 Heb El Shaddal 

Israel's last days 
and Simeon are. 6And the offspring 
born to you after them shall be yours; 
they ~hall be called by the name of their 
brothers in their inheritance. 7 For 
when I came from Paddan, Rachel to 
my sorrow died in the land of Canaan 
on the way, when there was still some 
distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried 
her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, 
Bethlehem).'' 

8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he 
said, "Who are these?" Y Joseph said to 
his father, "They are my sons, whom 
God has given me here." And he said, 
"Bring them to me, I pray you, that I 
may bless them." 10 Now the eyes of 
Israel were dim with age, so that he 
could not see. So Joseph brought them 
near him; and he kissed them and em
braced them. "And Israel said to Jo
seph, "I had not thought to see your 
face; and lo, God has let me see your 
children also." 12 Then Joseph removed 
them from his knees, and he bowed 
himself with his face to the earth. l3And 
Joseph took them both, E'phrairn in his 
right hand toward Israel's left hand, and 
Manas'seh in his left hand toward 
Israel's right hand, and brought them 
near him. 14And Israel stretched out his 
right hand and laid it upon the head of 
E'phrairn, who was the younger, and his 
left hand upon the head of Manas'seh, 
crossing his hands, for Manas'seh was 
the first-born. 15And he blessed Joseph, 
and said, 

"The God before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked, 

the God who has led me all my life 
long to this day, 

16 the angel who has redeemed me from 
all evil, bless the lads; 

and in them let my name be per
petuated, and the name of my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac; 

and let them grow into a multitude in 
the midst of the earth." 

17 When Joseph saw that his father 
laid his right hand upon the head of 
E'phrairn, it displeased him; and he 
took his father's hand, to remove it 
from E'phrairn's head to Manas'seh's 
head. IBAnd Joseph said to his father, 
"Not so, my father; for this one is the 
first-born; put your right hand upon 
his head." 19 But his father refused, and 
said, "I know, my son, I know; he also 
shall become a people, and he also shall 
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your hand shall be on the neck of 

your enemies; 
be great; nevertheless his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his 
descendants shall become a multitude of 
nations." 20 So he blessed them that 
day, saying, 

"By you Israel will pronounce bless
ings, saying, 

'God make you as E'phraim and as 
Manas'seh' "; 

and thus he put E'phraim before 
Manas'seh. 21 Then Israel said to Jo
seph, "Behold, I am about to die, but 
God will be with you, and will bring you 
again to the land of your fathers. 
22 Moreover I have given to you rather 
than to your brothers one mountain 
slope" which I took from the hand of 
the Amorites with my sword and with 
my bow." 

49 Then Jacob called his sons, and 
said, "Gather yourselves to

gether, that I may tell you what shall 
befall you in days to come. 
2 Assemble and hear, 0 sons of Ja

cob, 
and hearken to Israel your father. 

·' Reuben, you are my first-born, 
my might, and the first fruits of 

my strength, 
pre-eminent in pride and pre

eminent in power. 
4 Unstable as water, you shall not have 

pre-eminence 
because you went up to your 

father's bed; 
then you defiled it-you"' went 

up to my couch! 

5 Simeon and Levi ~re brothers; 
weapons of v10Ience are their 

swords. 
6 0 my soul, come not into their 

council; 
0 my spirit,r be not joined to their 

company; 
for in their anger they slay men, 

and in their wantonness they ham
string oxen. 

7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; 
and their wrath, for it is cruel! 

I will divide them in Jacob 
and scatter them in Israel. 

x 1 udah, your brothers shall praise 

your father's sons shall bow down 
before you. 

9 Judah is a lion's whelp; 
from the prey, my son, you have 

gone up. 
He stooped down, he couched as a 

lion, 
and as a lioness; who dares rouse 

him up? 
Io The scepter shall not depart from 

Judah, 
nor the ruler's staff from between 

his feet, 
until he comes to whom it belongs ;Y 

and to him shall be the obedience 
of the peoples. 

11 Binding his foal to the vine 
and his ass's colt to the choice vine, 

he washes his garments in wine 
and his vesture in the blood of 

grapes; 
12 his eyes shall be red with wine, 

and his teeth white with milk. 

13 Zeb'ulun shall dwell at the shore of 
the sea; 

he shall become a haven for ships, 
and his border shall be at Sidon. 

14 Is'sachar is a strong ass, 
crouching between the sheepfolds; 

IS he saw that a resting place was good, 
and that the land was pleasant; 

so he bowt'd his shoulder to bear, 
and became a slave at forced labor. 

16 Dan shall judge his people 
as one of the tribes of Israel. 

17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 
a viper by the path, 

that bites the horse's heels 
so that his rider falls backward. 

I H I wait for thy salvation, 0 LORD. 

19 Raiders z shall raid Gad, 
but he shall raid at their heels. 

20 Asher's food shall be rich, 
and he shall yield royal dainties. 

21 Naph'tali is a hind let loose, 
that bears comely fawns.a 

you; 22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
1

1
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a fruitful bough by a spring; 
his branches run over the wall. 

2.\ The archers fiercely attacked him, 
shot at him, and harassed him 

sorely; 
24 yet his bow remained unmoved, 

his arms'' were made agile 
by the hands of the Mighty One of 

Jacob 
(by the name of the Shepherd, 

the Rock of Israel), 
25 by the God of your father who will 

help you, 
by God. Almighty• who will bless 

you 
with blessings of heaven above, 

blessings of the deep that couches 
beneath, 

blessings of the breasts and of the 
womb. 

26 The blessings of your father 
are mighty beyond the blessings of 

the eternal mountains,c 
the bounties of the everlasting 

hills; 
may they be on the head of Joseph, 

and on the brow of him who was 
separate from his brothers. 

27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, 
in the morning devouring the 

prey, 
and at even dividing the spoil." 

28 All these are the twelve tribes of 
Israel; and this is what their father said 
to them as he blessed them, blessing 
each with the blessing suitable to him. 
29 Then he charged them, and said to 
them, "I am to be gathered to my 
people; bury me with my fathers in the 
cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 30 in the cave that is in the field 
at Mach-pe'lah, to the east of Mamre, 
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham 
bought with the field from Ephron the 
Hittite to possess as a burying place. 
31 There they buried Abraham and 
Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaz.c 
and Rebekah his wife; and there I 
buried Leah- 32 the field and the cave 
that is in it were purchased from the 
Hittites." 33 When Jacob finished charg
ing his sons, he drew up his feet into the 
bed, and hrea<hed his last, and was 
gathered t·:> his people. 

Death of Israel 
Then Joseph fell on his father's 50 face, and wept over him, and 

kissed him. 2And Joseph commanded 
his servants the physicians to embalm 
his father. So the physicians embalmed 
Israel; 3 fony days were required for it, 
for so many are required for embalming. 
And the Egyptians wept for him seventy 
days. 

4 And when the days of weeping for 
him were past, Joseph spoke to the 
household of Pharaoh, saying, "If now 
I have found favor in your eyes, speak, 
I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, 
saying, s My father made me swear, 
saying, 'I am about to die: in my tomb 
which I hewed out for myself in the 
land of Canaan, there shall you bury 
me.' Now therefore let me go up, I pray 
you, and bury my father; then I will 
return.'' 6And Pharaoh answered, "Go 
up, and bury your father, as he made 
you swear.'' 7 So Joseph went up to 
bury his father; and with him went up 
all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
his household, and all the elders of the 
land of Egypt, 8 as well as all the house
hold of Joseph, his brothers, and his 
father's household; only their children, 
their flocks, and their herds were left in 
the land of Goshen. 9And there went up 
with him both chariots and horsemen; 
it was a very great company. 10 When 
they came to the threshing floor of Atad, 
which is beyond the Jordan, they la
mented there with a very great and sor
rowful lamentation; and he made a 
mourning for his father seven days. 
11 When the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, saw the mourning on the 
threshing floor of Atad, they said, "This 
is a grievous mourning to the Egyp
tians." Therefore the place was named 
A'bel-mizraim;d it is beyond the Jor
dan. 12 Thus his.sons did for him as he 
had commanded them; 13 for his sons 
carried him to the land of Canaan, and 
buried him in the cave of the field at 
i\1.ach-pe'lah, to the east of Mamre, 
which Abraham bought with the field 
from Ephron the Hittite, to possess as a 
burying place. I4After he had buried his 
father, Joseph returned to Egypt with 
his brothers and all who had gone up 
with him to bury his father. 

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that 

11 Heb 1he arms of his ha11ds 11 Heb El Shaddai "Compare Gk: Heb of my progmirors to 
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Death of Joseph 
their father was dead, they said, "It 
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay 
us back for all the evil which we did to 
him." 16 So they sent a message to Jo
seph, saying, "Your father gave this 
command before he died, 17 'Say to 
Joseph, Forgive, I pray you, the ~~s
gression of your brothers and therr sm, 
because they did evil to you.' And now, 
we pray you, forgive the transgression 
of the servants of the God of your 
father." Joseph wept when they spoke 
to him. 18 His brothers also came and 
fell down before him, and said, "Be
hold, we are your servants." 19 But Jo
seph said to them, "Fear not, for am I 
in the place of God? 20As for yoi;, you 
meant evil against me; but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are 
today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide 

47 EXODUS 1 
for you and your little ones." Thus 
he reassured them and comforted 
them. 

22 So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and 
his father's house; and Joseph lived a 
hundred and ten years. 23And Joseph 
saw E'phraim's children of the third 
generation; the children also of Machir 
the son of Manas'seh were born upon 
Joseph's knees. 24And Joseph said to his 
brothers, "I am about to die; but God 
will visit you, and bring you up out of 
this land to the land which he swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 
25 Then Joseph took an oath of the sons 
of Israel, saying, "God will visit you, 
and you shall carry up my bones from 
here." 26 So Joseph died, being a hun
dred and ten years old; and they em
balmed him, and he was put in a coffin 
in Egypt. 

THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

EXODUS 
1 These are the names of the sons the more they spread abroad. And the 

of Israel who came to Egypt with Egyptians were in dread of the people of 
Jacob, each with his household: 2 Reu- Israel. 13 So they made the people of 
ben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Is'- Israel serve with rigor, 14 and made their 
sachar, Zeb'ulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan lives bitter with hard service, in mortar 
and Naph'tali, Gad and Asher. SAlJ the and brick, and in all kinds of work in the 
offspring of Jacob were seventy persons; field; in all their work they made them 
Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Then serve with rigor. 
Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all 15 Then the king of Egypt said to the 
that generation. 7 But the descendants Hebrew midwives, one of whom was 
of Israel were fruitful and increased named Shiph'rah and the other Pu'ah, 
greatly; they multiplied and grew ex- 16 "When you serve as midwife to the 
ceedingly strong; so that the land was Hebrew women, and see them upon the 
filled with them. binhstool, if it is a son, you shall kill 

8 Now there arose a new king over him; but if it is a daughter, she shall 
Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9And live." 17 But the midwives feared God, 
he said to his people, "Behold, the and did not do as the king of Egypt 
people of Israel are too many and too commanded them, but let the male 
mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal children live. 18 So the king of Egypt 
shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, c:alled the midwives, and said to them, 
and, if war befall us, they join our "Why have you done this, and let the 
enemies and fight against us and escape male children live?" 19 The midwives 
from the land." 11 Therefore they set said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew 
taskmasters over them to aftlict them women are not like the Egyptian wom
with heavy burdens; and they built for en; for they are vigorous and are de
Pharaoh store-cities, Pithom and Ra- livered before the midwife comes to 
am'ses. 12 But the more they were op- them." 20 So God dealt well with the 
pressed, the more they multiplied and midwives; and the people multiplied 
1.1-4: G<11 46.8-27; Num 26.4-50. I~: Acts 7.14-18. 1.10-11, ZZ: Acts 7.19. 
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and grew very strong. 21And because the 
midwives feared God he gave them 
families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded 
all his people, "Every son that is born 
to the Hebrews• you shall cast into the 
Nile, but you shall let every daughter 
live.'" 

2 Now a man from the house of 
Levi went and took to wife a daugh

ter of Levi. 2 The woman conceived and 
bore a son; and when she saw that he 
was a goodly child, she hid him three 
months. 3And when she could hide him 
no longer she took for him a basket 
made of bulrushes, and daubed it with 
bitumen and pitch; and she put the 
child in it and placed it among the reeds 
at the river's brink. 4And his sister stood 
at a distance, to know what would be 
done to him. s Now the daughter of 
Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 
river, and her maidens walked beside 
the river; she saw the basket among the 
reeds and sent her maid to fetch it. 
6 When she opened it she saw the child; 
and lo, the babe was crying. She took 
pity on him and said, "This is one of 
the Hebrews' children." 7 Then his 
sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall 
I go and call you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?" 8And Pharaoh's daughter said to 
her, "Go." So the girl went and called 
the child's mother. 9And Pharaoh's 
daughter said to her, "Take this child 
away, and nurse him for me, and I will 
give you your wages." So the woman 
took the child and nursed him. IOAnd 
the child grew, and she brought him to 
Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her 
son; and she named him Moses, b for 
she said, "Because I drew him outr of 
the water." 

11 One day, when Moses had grown 
up, he went out to his people and looked 
on their burdens; and he saw an Egyp
tian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
people. 12 He looked this way and that, 
and seeing no one he killed the Egyptian 
and hid him in the sand. 13 When he 
went out the next day, behold, two 
Hebrews were struggling together; and 
he said to the man that did the wrong, 
"Why do you strike your fellow?" 14 He 
answered, "Who made you a prince and 

The burning bush 
a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me 
as you killed the Egyptian?" Then 
Moses was afraid, and thought, "Surely 
the thing is known." IS When Pharaoh 
heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. 

But Moses fled from Pharaoh, and 
stayed in the land of Mid'ian; and he sat 
down by a well. 16 Now the priest of 
Mid'ian had seven daughters; and they 
came and drew water, and filled the 
troughs to water their father's flock. 
17 The shepherds came and drove them 
away; but Moses stood up and helped 
them, and watered their flock. 18 When 
they came to their father Reu'el, he 
said, "How is it that you have come so 
soon today?" 19 They said, "An Egyp
tian delivered us out of the hand of the 
shepherds, and even drew water for us 
and watered the flock." 20 He said to his 
daughters, "And where is he? Whv have 
you left the man? Call him, that lie may 
eat bread." 21And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man, and he gave Moses 
his daughter Zippo'rah. 2" She bor~ a 
son, and he called his name Gershom; 
for he said, "I have been a sojoumer'1 

in a foreign land." 
23 In the course of those many days 

the king of Egypt died. And the people 
of Israel groaned under their bondage, 
and cried out for help, and their cry 
under bondage came up to God. :'-!And 
God heard their groaning, and God re
membered his covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob. :''And God 
saw the people of Israel, and God knew 
their condition. 

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock 
of his father-in-law, Jethro, the 

priest of Mid'ian; and he led his flock 
to the west side of the wilderness, and 
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2And the angel of the LORD appeared to 
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush 
was burning, yet it was not consumed. 
-1And Moses said, "I will tum aside and 
see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt." 4 When the LORD saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And 
he said, "Here am I." 'Then he said, 
"Do not come near; put off your shoes 
from your feet, for rhe place on which 

11 Sam Gk Tg: Heb lacks 10 1he H1..·brews ,, Heb Moshd1 ,. Heb mashah <i Heb g.:r 
2.2: Acrs 7.20; Heb 11.23. 2.5, 10: Aces 7.21. 2.11: Acts 7.23; Heb 11.24. 2.12: Acrs 7.2-t 
2.14: Acts 7.27-28. 2.15, 22: Acts 7.29. 2.24: Acts 7.J4. 3.1-4, 17: Ex 6.2-13. 3.2: Acts 7.10. 
3.5: Acts 7 .11. 
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you are standing is holy ground." 6And 
he said, "I am che God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, che God of Isaac, 
and che God of Jacob." And Moses hid 
his face, for he was afraid co look ac 
God. 

7 Then che LORD said, "I have seen 
che affliction of my people who are in 
Egypc, and have heard cheir cry because 
of cheir caskmascers; I know cheir suf
ferings, H and I have come down to 
deliver chem ouc of che hand of che 
Egyptians, and to bring chem up ouc of 
chat land co a good and broad land, a 
land flowing wich milk and honey, co che 
place of che Canaanites, che Hiccices, che 
Amorites, che Per'izzites, che Hivices, 
and che Jeb'usites. 9And now, behold, 
che cry of che people of Israel has come 
to me, and I have seen che oppression 
wich which che Egyptians oppress them. 
10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh 
that you may bring forth my people, Che 
sons of Israel, out of Egypc." II Bue 
Moses said to God, "Who am I that I 
should go co Pharaoh, and bring che 
5ons of Israel ouc of Egypc?" 12 He said, 
"But I will be wich you; and chis shall 
be the sign for you, char I have sent 
you: when you have brought forch the 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve 
God upon chis mountain." 

13 Then Moses said co God, "If I 
come co the people of Israel and say co 
chem, 'The God of your fathers has senc 
me to you,' and chey ask me, 'Whac is 
his name?' what shall I say to chem?" 
14 God said co Moses, "I AM WHO I 
AM."" And he said, "Say chis to che 
people of Israel, 'I AM has senc me co 
you.'" 15 God also said to Moses, "Say 
this co che people of Israel, 'The LORD/ 
chc God of your fathers, che God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you': chis 
is my name for ever, and thus I am co 
be remembered throughout all genera
tions. l<i Go and gather the elders of 
Israel together, and say to chem, 'The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has 
appeared to me, saying, "I have ob
served you and what has been done co 
you in Egypt; I 7 and I promise char I 
will bring you up out of che affiiccion of 

Egypt, co che land of che Canaanites, the 
Hiccices, che Amorices, che Per'izzices, 
che Hivices, and che Jeb'usices, a land 
flowing wich milk and honey."' 18And 
chey will hearken co your voice; and 
you and che elders of Israel shall go co 
che king of Egypc and say co him, 'The 
LORD, che God of che Hebrews, has mec 
wich us; and now, we pray you, lee us go 
a chree days' journey inco che wilder
ness, char we may sacrifice co che LORD 
our God.' 19 I know char che king of 
Egypc will noc lee you go unless com
pelled by a mighcy hand.Y 20 So. I will 
stretch ouc my hand and smite Egypt 
wich all che wonders which I will do in 
ic; afcer char he will lee you go. 21And I 
will give chis people favor in che sight of 
che Egyptians; and when you go, you 
shall noc go empcy, 22 but each woman 
shall ask of her neighbor, and of her 
who sojourns in her house, jewelry of 
silver and of gold, and clothing, and you 
shall put them on your sons and on your 
daughters; thus you shall despoil the 
Egyptians." 

4 Then Moses answered, "But be
hold, they will not believe me or 

listen co my voice, for they will say, 
'The LORD did not appear to you.'" 
2 The LORD said co him, "What is that 
in your hand?" He said, "A rod." 3And 
he said, "Case it on the ground." So he 
cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 But 
the LORD said to Moses, "Put out your 
hand, and take it by the tail"-so he put 
out his hand and caught it, and it be
came a rod in his hand- s "that they 
may believe that the LORD, the God of 
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
appeared co you." 6Again, the LORD said 
co him, "Put your hand in\o your 
bosom." And he put his hand mco his 
bosom; and when he took it out, be
hold, his hand was leprous, as white as 
snow. 7 Then God said, "Put your hand 
back into your bosom." So he put his 
hand back into his bosom; and when he 
took it ouc, behold, it was restored like 
the rest of his flesh. H "If they will not 
believe you," God said, "or heed the 
first sign, they may believe the laccer 
sign. 9 If they will not believe even 

'.Or I AM WllAT I AM or I WILi. BE WHAT I WILL BE 
1 Thi.: worJ LOHD when spelled with capical lcuers, stands for the divine name, YHWH, which is here con

nected wah the verb hayah, to be fl Gk Vg: Heb '10, ''°c by a mi'ghty hmid 
J.6: Mr 22.l2; Mk 12.26; Lk 20.37; Am 3.ll; 7.32. 



EXODUS 4 50 "Let my people go" 
these two signs or heed your voice, you 25 Then Zippo'rah took a flint and cut 
shall take some water from the Nile and off her son's foreskin, and touched 
pour it upon the dry ground; and the Moses' feet with it, and said, "Surely 
water which you shall take from the you are a bridegroom of blood to me!" 
Nile will become blood upon the dry 26 So he let him alone. Then it was that 
ground." she said, "You are a bridegroom of 

10 But Moses said to the LORD, "Oh, blood," because of the circumcision. 
my Lord, I am not eloquent, either 27 The LORD said to Aaron, "Go into 
heretofore or since thou hast spoken to the wilderness to meet Moses." So he 
thy servant; but I am slow of speech went, and met him at the mountain of 
and of tongue." 11 Then the LORD said God and kissed him. 2BAnd Moses told 
to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Aaron all the words of the LORD with 
Who makes him dumb, or deaf, or see- which he had sent him, and all the 
ing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? signs which he had charged him to do. 
12 Now therefore go, and I will be with 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and 
your mouth and teach you what you gathered together all the elders of the 
shall speak." 13 But he said, "Oh, my people of Israel. 30And Aaron spoke all 
Lord, send, I pray, some other person." the words which the LORD had spoken 
14 Then the anger of the LORD was to Moses, and did the signs in the sight 
kindled against Moses and he said, "ls of the people. 31And the people be
there not Aaron, your brother, the lieved; and when they heard that the 
Levite? I know that he can speak well; LORD had visited the people of Israel 
and behold, he is coming out to meet and that he had seen their affliction, 
you, and when he sees you he will be they bowed their heads and worshiped. 
glad in his heart. ISAnd you shall speak 5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went 
to him and put the words in his mouth; to Pharaoh and said, "Thus says 
and I will be with your mouth and with the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let 
his mouth, and will teach you what you my people go, that they may hold a 
shall do. 16 He shall speak for you to the feast to me in the wilderness.'" 2 But 
people; and he shall be a mouth for you, Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that 
and you shall be to him as God. 17And I should heed his voice and let Israel 
you shall take in your hand this rod, go? I do not know the LORD, and more
with which you shall do the signs." over I will not let Israel go." 3 Then 

18 Moses went back to Jethro his they said, "The God of the Hebrews 
father-in-law and said to him, "Let me has met with us; let us go, we pray, a 
go back, I pray, to my kinsmen in three days' journey into the wilderness, 
Egypt and see whether they are still and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest 
alive." And Jethro said to Moses, "Go he fall upon us with pestilence or with 
in peace." 19And the LORD said to the sword." 4 But the king of Egypt said 
Moses in Mid'ian, "Go back to Egypt; to them, "Moses and Aaron, why do 
for all the men who were seeking your you take the people away from their 
life are dead." 20 So Moses took his wife work? Get to your burdens." s And 
and his sons and set them on an ass, and Pharaoh said, "Behold, the people of 
went back to the land of Egypt; and in the land are now many and you make 
his hand Moses took the rod of God. them rest from their burdens!" 6 The 

21 And the LORD said to Moses, same day Pharaoh commanded the task
"When you go back to Egypt, see that masters of the people and their foremen, 
you do before Pharaoh all the miracles 7 "You shall no longer give the people 
which I have put in your power; but I straw to make bricks, as heretofore; let 
will harden his heart, so that he will not them go and gather straw for them
let the people go. 22And you shall say to selves. x But the number of bricks which 
Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, Israel is they made heretofore you shall lay upon 
my first-born son, 23 and I say to you, them, you shall by no means lessen it; 
"Let my son go that he may serve me"; for they are idle; therefore they cry, 
if you refuse to let him go, behold, I will 'Let us go and offer sacrifice to our 
slay your first-born son.' " God.' ''Let heavier work be laid upon 

24 At a lodging place on the way the the men that they may labor at it and 
LORD met him and sought to kill him. pay no regard to lying words." 
4.19: Acts 7.l4. 
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lO So the taskmasters and the fore

men of the people went out and said to 
the people, "Thus says Pharaoh, 'I will 
not give you straw. 11 Go yourselves, 
get your straw wherever you can find 
it; but your work will not be lessened in 
the least.' " 12 So the people were 
scattered abroad throughout all the land 
of Egypt, to gather stubble for straw. 
13 The taskmasters were urgent, saying, 
"Complete your work, your daily task, 
as when there was straw." 14And the 
foremen of the people of Israel, whom 
Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over 
them, were beaten, and were asked, 
"Why have you not done all your task 
of making bricks today, as hitherto?" 

15 Then the foremen of the people of 
Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, "Why 
do you deal thus with your servants? 
16 No straw is given to your servants, yet 
they say to us, 'Make bricks!' And be
hold, your servants arc beaten; but the 
fault is in your own people." 17 But he 
said, "You arc idle, you are idle; there
fore you say, 'Let us go and sacrifice to 
the LORD.' IH Go now, and work; for no 
straw shall be given you, yet you shall 
deliver the same number of bricks." 
19 The foremen of the people of Israel 
saw that they were in evil plight, when 
they said, "You shall by no means 
lessen your daily number of bricks." 
20 They met Moses and Aaron, who 
were waiting for them, as they came 
forth from Pharaoh; 21 and they said to 
them, "The LORD look upon you and 
judge, because you have made us of
fensive in the sight of Pharaoh and his 
servants, and have put a sword in their 
hand to kill us." 

22 Then Moses turned again to the 
LORD and said, "O LORD, why hast thou 
done evil to this people? Why didst thou 
ever send me? 23 For since I came to 
Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he has 
done evil to this people, and thou hast 
not delivered thy people at II." 

6 1 But the LORD said to Moses, 
"Now you shall see what I will do 

to. Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he 
will send rhem out, yea, with a strong 
hand he will drive them out of his 
land." 

2 And God said to Moses, "I am the 
LORD. J I appeared to Abraham, to 
11 Heb /;'/ Shaddai 
~.I, 8: Acts 13.17. 8.14-18: Gen 46.8-1 I; Num 26.5-14. 
6.18-19: Num 3.15-20; 26.57-58; 1 Chrnn 6.1, 16-19. 

Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty,h 
but by my name the LORD I did not 
make myself known to them. 4 I also 
established my covenant with them, to 
give them the land of Canaan, the land 
in which they dwelt as sojourners. 
s Moreover I have heard the groaning of 
the people of Israel whom the Egyptians 
hold in bondage and I have remembered 
my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the 
people of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I 
will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will 
deliver you from their bondage, and I 
will redeem you with an outstretched 
arm and with great acts of judgment, 
7 and I will take you for my people, and 
I will be your God; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD your God, who has 
brought you out from under the bur
dens of the Egyptians. HAnd I will bring 
you into the land which I swore to give 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; I 
will give it to you for a possession. I am 
the LORD.' " 9 Moses spoke thus to the 
people of Israel; but they did not Iisren 
to Moses, because of their broken spirit 
and their cruel bondage. 

10 And the LORD said to Moses, 
11 "Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt 
to let the people of Israel go out of his 
land." 12 But Moses said to the ~ 
"Behold, the people of Israel have not 
listened to me; how then shall Pharaoh 
listen to me, who am a man of uncir
cumcised lips?" 13 But the LORD spoke 
to Moses and Aaron, and gave them a 
charge to the people of Israel a~ 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring t 
people of Israel out of the land of E 

14 These are the heads of the1 f -
thers' houses: the sons of Reuben, the 
first-born of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, 
Hezron, and Carmi; these are the 
families of Reuben. 15 The sons of 
Simeon: Jemu'el, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, 
Zohar, and Sha'ul, the son of a Ca
naanire woman; these are the families of 
Simeon. 16 These are the names of the 
sons of Levi according to their genera
tions: Gershon, Kohath, and Merar'i, 
the years of the life of Levi being a 
hundred and thirty-seven years. 17 The 
sons of Gershon: Libni and Shim'e-i, 
by their families. 18 The sons of Ko hath: 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uz'ziel, the 
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years of the life of Kohath being a hun
dred and thirty-three years. I 9 The sons 
of Merar'i: Mahli and Mushi. These 
are the families of the Levites according 
to their generations. 20Amram took to 
wife J och' ebed his father's sister and she 
bore him Aaron and Moses, the years 
of the life of Amram being one hundred 
and thirty-seven years. 21 The sons of 
Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 
22And the sons of Uz'ziel: Mi'sha-el, 
Elza'phan, and Sithri. 23Aaron took to 
wife Elish'eba, the daughter of Ammin'
adab and the sister of Nahshon; and she 
bore him Nadab, Abi'hu, Elea'zar, and 
Ith'amar. 24 The sons of Korah: Assir, 
Elka'nah, and Abi'asaph; these are the 
families of the Ko'rahites. 2s Elea'zar, 
Aaron's son, took to wife one of the 
daughters of Pu'ti-el; and she bore him 
Phin'ehas. These are the heads of the 
fathers' houses of the Levites by their 
families. 

26 These are the Aaron and Moses to 
whom the LORD said: "Bring out the 
people of Israel from the land of Egypt 
by their hosts." 27 It was they who 
spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about 
bringing out the people of Israel from 
Egypt, this Moses and this Aaron. 

28 On the day when the LORD spoke 
to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 the 
LORD said to Moses, "I am the LORD; 
tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say 
to you." 30 But Moses said to the LORD, 
"Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips; 
how then shall Pharaoh listen to me?" 

7 IAnd the LoRD said to Moses, 
"See, I make you as God to Phar

aoh; and Aaron your brother shall be 
your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that 
I command you ; and Aaron your 
brother shall tell Pharaoh to let the 
people of Israel go out of his land. 3 But 
I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and 
though I multiply my signs and won
ders in the land of Egypt, 4 Pharaoh will 
not listen to you; then I will lay my 
hand upon Egypt and bring forth my 
hosts, my people the sons of Israel, out 
of the land of Egypt by great acts of 
judgment. SAnd the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I 
stretch forth my hand upon Egypt and 
bring out the people of Israel from 
among them." 6And Moses and Aaron 
did so; they did as the LoRD com
manded them. 7 Now Moses was eighty 
6.20-23: Num 26_58~60. 7.3-4: Acts 7.16 

Plague of blood 
years old, and Aaron eighty-three years 
old, when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

8 And the LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron, 9 "When Pharaoh says to you, 
'Prove yourselves by working a mir
acle,' then you shall say to Aaron, 
'Take your rod and cast It down before 
Pharaoh, that it may become a ser
pent.' " 10 So Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and did as the LORD com
manded; Aaron cast down his rod be
fore Pharaoh and his servants, and it 
became a serpent. I I Then Pharaoh 
summoned the wise men and the sor
cerers; and they also, the magicians of 
Egypt, did the same by their secret 
arts. 12 For every man cast down his 
rod, and they became serpents. But 
Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 
13 Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 
and he would not listen to them; as the 
LORD had said. 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
"Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuse~ 
to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in 
the morning, as he is going out to the 
water; wait for him by the river's 
brink, and take in your hand the rod 
which was turned into a serpent. I6And 
you shall say to him, 'The LORD, the 
God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, 
saying, "Let my people go, that they 
may serve me in the wilderness; and 
behold, you have not yet obeyed .... 
17 Thus says the LORD, "By this you 
shall know that I am the LORD: behold. 
I will strike the water that is in the Nik 
with the rod that is in my hand, and it 
shall be turned to blood, Is and the fish 
in the Nile shall die, and the Nile shall 
become foul, and the Egyptians will 
loathe to drink water from the Nile."'·· 
I9And the LORD said to Moses, "Say to 
Aaron, 'Take your rod and stretch out 
your hand over the waters of Egypt, 
over their rivers, their canals, and their 
ponds, and all their pools of water, that 
they may become blood; and there shall 
be blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in 
vessels of stone.' " 

20 Moses and Aaron did as the LORD 
commanded; in the sight of Pharaoh 
and in the sight of his servants, he lifted 
up the rod and struck the water that 
was in the Nile, and all the water that 
was in the Nile turned to blood. ~IAnd 
the fish in the Nile died; and the Nik 
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became foul, so that the Egyptians could Moses cried to the LORD concerning the 
not drink water from the Nile; and there frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh.' 
was blood throughout all the land of 13And the LORD did according to the 
Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt word of Moses; the frogs died out of the 
did the same by their secret arts; so houses and courtyards and out of the 
Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, fields. 14And they gathered them to
and he would not listen to them; as the gether in heaps, and the land stank. 
LoRD had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and IS But when Pharaoh saw that there was 
went into his house, and he did not lay a respite, he hardened his heart, and 
even this to heart. 24And all the Egyp- would not listen to them; as the LORD 
tians dug round about the Nile for had said. 
water to drink. for they could not drink 16 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
the water of the Nile. "Say to Aaron, 'Stretch out your rod 

25 Seven days passed after the and strike the dust of the earth, that it 

81 LORD had struck the Nile. I Then may become gnats throughout all the 
the LORD said to Moses, "Go in to land of Egypt.' " 17 And they did so; 

Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says Aaron stretched out his hand with his 
the LORD, "Let my people go, that they rod, and struck the dust of the earth, 
may serve me. 2 But if you refuse to let and there came gnats on man and beast; 
them go, behold, I will plague all your all the dust of the earth became gnats 
country with frogs; 3 the Nile shall throughout all the land of Egypt. 18 The 
swarm with frogs which shall come up magicians tried by their secret arts to 
into your house, and into your bed- bring forth gnats, but they could not. 
chamber and on your bed, and into the So there were gnats on man and beast. 
houses of your servants and of your 19And the magicians said to Pharaoh, 
people,J and into your ovens and your "This is the finger of God." But Phar
kneading bowls; 4 the frogs shall come aoh's heart was hardened, and he would 
up on you and on your people and on not listen to them; as the LORD had said. 
all your servants.'''" s kAnd the LORD 20 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, 'Stretch "Rise up early in the morning and wait 
out your hand with your rod over the for Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, 
rivers, over the canals, and over the and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, 
pools, and cause frogs to come upon the "Let my people go, that they may serve 
land of Egypt!'" 6 So Aaron stretched me. 21 Else, if you will not let my people 
out his hand over the waters of Egypt; go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on 
and the frogs came up and covered the you and your servants and your people, 
land of Egypt. 7 But the magicians did and into your houses; and the houses of 
the same by their secret arts, and the Egyptians shall be filled with 
brought frogs upon the land of Egypt. swarms of flies, and also the ground on 

8 Then Pharaoh called Moses and which they stand. 22 But on that day I 
Aaron, and said, "Entreat the LORD to will set apart the land of Goshen, where 
take away the frogs from me and from my people dwell, so that no swarms of 
my people; and I will let the people go flies shall be there; that you may know 
to sacrifice to the LORD." 9 Moses said that I am the LORD in the midst of the 
to Pharaoh, "Be pleased to command earth. 23 Thus I will put a division"' 
me when 1 am to entreat, for you and for between my people and your people. By 
your_servants and for your people, that tomorrow shall this sign be.'''" 24And 
the lrogs be destroyed from you and the LORD did so; there came great 
your houses and be left only in the swarms of flies into the house of Phar
Nile." 10And he said, "Tomorrow." aoh and into his servants' houses, and 
Moses said, "Be it as you say, that you in all the land of Egypt the land was 
may know that there is no one like the ruined by reason of the flies. 
LORD our God. 11 The frogs shall depart 25 Then Pharaoh called Moses and 
from you and your houses and your Aaron, and said, "Go, sacrifice to your 
servants and your people; they shall be God within the land." 26 But Moses 
left only m the Nile.'' 12 So Moses and said, "It would not be right to do so; for 
Aaron went out from Pharaoh ; and we shall sacrifice to the LORD our God 
; <:h 7.26 in Heb J Gk: Heb up011 your people A Ch 8.1 in Heb 
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EXODUS 8 54 Plague on cattle; of boils 
offerings abominable to the Egyptians. they took ashes from the kiln, and stood 
If we sacrifice offerings abominable to before Pharaoh, and Moses threw them 
the Egyptians before their eyes, will toward heaven, and it became boils 
they not stone us? 27 We must go three breaking out in sores on man and beast. 
days' journey into the wilderness and llAnd the magicians could not stand 
sacrifice to the LORD our God as he will before Moses because of the boils, for 
command us." 2K So Pharaoh said, "I the boils were upon the magicians and 
will let you go, to sacrifice to the LORD upon all the Egyptians. 12 But the LoRD 
your God in the wilderness; only you hardened the hean of Pharaoh, and he 
shall not go very far away. Make en- did not listen to them; as the LoRD had 
treaty for me." 29 Then Moses said, spoken to Moses. 
"Behold, I am going out from you and I 13 Then the LoRD said to Moses, 
will pray to the LORD that the swarms of "Rise up early in the morning and stand 
flies may depart from Pharaoh, from before Pharaoh, and say to him, 'Thus 
his servants, and from his people, to- says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 
morrow; only let not Pharaoh deal "Let my people go, that they may serve 
falsely again by not letting the people go me. 14 For this time I will send all my 
to sacrifice to the LORD." 30 So Moses plagues upon your bean, and upon your 
went out from Pharaoh and prayed to servants and your people, that you may 
the LORD. 31And the LORD did as Moses know that there is none like me in all the 
asked, and removed the swarms of flies earth. IS For by now I could have put 
from Pharaoh, from his servants, and forth my hand and struck you and your 
from his people; not one remained. people with pestilence, and you would 
32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart this have been cut off from the earth; 16 but 
time also, and did not let the people go. for this purpose have I let you live, to 

9 Then the LORD said to Moses, show you my power, so that my name 
"Go in to Pharaoh, and say to him, may be declared throughout all the 

'Thus says the LORD, the God of the earth. 17 You are still exalting youn;elf 
Hebrews, "Let my people go, that they against my people, and will not let them 
may serve me. 2 For if you refuse to let go. 18 Behold, tomorrow about this 
them go and still hold them, 3 behold, time I will cause very heavy hail to fall, 
the hand of the LORD will fall with a such as never has been in Egypt from 
very severe plague upon your cattle the day it was founded until now 
which are in the field, the horses, the 19 Now therefore send, get your cank 
asses, the camels, the herds, and the and all that you have in the field into 
flocks. 4 But the LORD will make a dis- safe shelter; for the hail shall come 
tinction between the canle of Israel and down upon every man and beast that is 
the cattle of Egypt, so that nothing shall in the field and is not brought home, 
die of all that belongs to the people of and they shall die." ' " 20 Then he who 
Israel."'" SAnd the LORD set a time, feared the word of the LORD among the 
saying, "Tomorrow the LORD will do servants of Pharaoh made his slaves and 
this thing in the land." 6And on the his cattle flee into the houses; 21 but he 
morrow the LORD did this thing; all the who did not regard the word of the 
cattle of the Egyptians died, but of the LORD left his slaves and his cattle in the 
cattle of the people of Israel not one field. 
died. 7And Pharaoh sent, and behold, 22 And the LORD said to Moses, 
not one of the canle of the Israelites was "Stretch forth your hand toward heav
dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was en, that there may be hail in all the land 
hardened, and he did not let the people of Egypt, upon man and beast and every 
go. plant of the field, throughout the land of 

8 And the LORD said to Moses and Egypt." 23 Then Moses stretched forth 
Aaron, "Take handfuls of ashes from his rod toward heaven; and the LoRD 
the kiln, and let Moses throw them sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down 
toward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. to the earth. And the LORD rained hail 
9And it shall become fine dust over all upon the land of Egypt; 24 there was 
the land ef Egypt, and become boils hail, and fire flashing continually in the 
breaking out in sores on man and beast midst of the hail, very heavy hail, sudt 
throughout all the land of Egypt." 10 So as had never been in all the land of 
9.18: Rom 9.17. 



Plague of hail; of locusts 55 EXODUS 10 
Egypt since it became a .nation. 25 TJ:ie country, sand they shall cover the face 
hail struck down everythmg that was m of the land, so that no one can see the 
the field throughout all the land of land; and they shall eat what is left to 
Egypt, both man and beast; and the you after the hail, and they shall eat 
hail struck down every plant of the every tree of yours which grows in the 
field and shattered every tree of the field, 6 and they shall fill your houses, 
field'. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, and the houses of all your servants and 
where the people of Israel were, there of all the Egyptians; as neither your 
was no hail. fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, 

27 Then Pharaoh sent, and called from the day they came on eanh to this 
Moses and Aaron, and said to them, day.'" Then he turned and went out 
"I have sinned this time; the LORD is from Pharaoh. 
in the right, and I and my people are 7 And Pharaoh's servants said to him, 
in the wrong. 28 Entreat the LORD; for "How long shall this man be a snare to 
there has been enough of this thunder us? Let the men go, that they may serve 
and hail; I will let you go, and you shall the LORD their God; do you not yet 
stay no longer." 29 Moses said to him, understand that Egypt is ruined?" 8 So 
"As soon as I have gone out of the city, Moses and Aaron were brought back to 
I will stretch out my hands to the LORD; Pharaoh; and he said to them, "Go, 
the thunder will cease, and there will be serve the LORD your God; but who are 
no more hail, that you may know that to go?" 9And Moses said, "We will go 
the earth is the LoRD's .. lo But as for you with our young and our old; we will go 
and your servants, I know that you do with our sons and daughters and with 
not yet fear the LORD God." JI (The flax our flocks and herds, for we must hold a 
and the barley were ruined, for the fea:·t to the LORD." 10And he said ro 
barley was in the ear and the flax was in them, "The LORD be with you, if ever I 
bud. 32 But the wheat and the spelt were let you and your little ones go! Look, 
nor ruined, for they are lace in coming you have some evil purpose in mind." 
up.) JJ So Moses went out of che cicy II No! Go, the men among you, and 
from Pharaoh, and strecched out his serve the LORD, for char is whac you de
hands co che LORD; and the thunder and sire." And they were driven out from 
the hail ceased, and rhe rain no longer Pharaoh's presence. 
poured upon che earth. l4 But when 12 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
Pharaoh saw char the rain and the hail "Strerch our your hand over rhe land of 
and rhe thunder had ceased, he sinned Egypc for che locuscs, chat chey may 
yet again, and hardened his heart, he come upon the land of Egypt, and eat 
and his servants. JS So rhe heart of Phar- every plant in the land, all that the hail 
aoh was hardened, and he did not let has lefc." 13 So Moses scretched forth 
rhe people of Israel go; as che LORD had his rod over the land of Egypt, and the 
spoken chrough Moses. LORD broughc an ease wind upon che 

lo Then che LORD said to Moses, land all char day and all thac night; and 
"Go in to Pharaoh; for I have when it was morning rhe ease wind had 

hardened his heart and the heart of his brought the locuscs. 14And che locuscs 
servants, that I may show these signs of came up over all the land of Egypc, and 
mine among them, 2 and that you may sectled on the whole councry of Egypt, 
cell in the hearing of your son and of such a dense swarm of locuscs as had 
your son's son how I have made sport of never been before, nor ever shall be 
rhe Egyptians and what signs I have again. IS For they covered the face of 
done among them; that you may know the whole land, so that the land was 
that I am the LORD." darkened, and they ate all the plants in 

3 So Moses and Aaron went in to the land and all the fruit of the trees 
Pharaoh, and said to him, "Thus says which the hail had left; not a green 
the LoRD, the God of the Hebrews, thing remained, neither tree nor plant 
'How long will you refuse to humble of the field, through all the land of 
yourself before me? Let my people go, Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh called Moses 
that they may serve me. 4 For if you and Aaron in haste, and said, "I have 
refuse to let my people go, behold, to- sinned against the LORD your God, and 
morrow I will bring locusts into your againsc you. 17 Now therefore, forgive 

11 Heb before your face 



EXODUS 10 
my sin, I pray you, only this once, and 
rntreat the LoRD your God only to 
remove this death from me." 18 So he 
went out from Pharaoh, and entreated 
che LORD. 19And the LORD turned a very 
strong west wind, which lifted the 
locusts and drove them into the Red 
Sea; not a single locust was left in all the 
country of Egypt. 20 But the LORD hard
ened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let 
the children of Israel go. 

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
"Stretch out your hand toward heaven 
that there may be darkness over the land 
of Egypt, a darkness to be felt." 22 So 
Moses stretched out his hand toward 
heaven, and there was thick darkness in 
all the land of Egypt three days; 23 they 
did not see one another, nor did any rise 
from his place for three days; bur all the 
people of Israel had light where they 
dwelt. 24 Then Pharaoh called Moses, 
and said, "Go, serve the LORD; your 
children also may go with you; only let 
your flocks and your herds remain be
hind." 25 Bur Moses said, "You must 
also let us have sacrifices and burnt of
ferings, that we may sacrifice to the 
LORD our God. 26 Our cattle also must 
go with us; nor a hoof shall be left be
hind, for we must rake of them to serve 
the LORD our God, and we do not know 
with what we must serve the LORD 
until we arrive there." 21 But the LORD 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would 
not let them go. 2H Then Pharaoh said to 
him, "Get away from me; take heed to 
yourself; never see my face again ; for 
in the day you see my face you shall 
die." 29 Moses said, "As you say! I will 
not see your face again." 

11 The LORD said to Moses, "Yet 
one plague more I will bring upon 

Pharaoh and upon Egypt; afterwards he 
will let you go hence; when he lets you 
go, he will drive you away completely. 
2 Speak now in the hearing of the 
people, that they ask, every man of his 
neighbor and every woman of her 
neighbor, jewelry of silver and of gold." 
.\And the LORD gave the people favor in 
the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, 
the man Moses was very great in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's 
servants and in the sight of the people. 

4 And Moses said, "Thus says the 
LORD: About midnight I will go forth 
in the midst of Egypt; s and all the 
0 Heb bctwf.:tl the two evemngs 

56 The LoRn's passover 
first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, 
from the first-born of Pharaoh who sirs 
upon his throne, even to the first-born 
of the maidservant who is behind the 
mill; and all the first-born of the cattle. 
0And there shall be a great cry through
out all the land of Egypt, such as there 
has never been, nor.ever shall be again. 
7 But against any of the people of Israel, 
either man or beast, not a dog shall 
growl; that you may know that the 
LORD makes a distinction between the 
Egyptians and Israel. 8And all these 
your servants shall come down to me, 
and bow down to me, saying, 'Get you 
out, and all the people who follow you.' 
And after that I will go out." And he 
went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 
9 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Phar
aoh will not listen to you; that my 
wonders may be multiplied in the land 
of Egypt." 

10 Moses and Aaron did all these 
wonders before Pharaoh; and the LcRD 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did 
not let the people of Israel go our of his 
land. 

12 The LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

2 "This month shall be for you the be
ginning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth 
dav of this month thev shall take everv 
man a lamb according to their fathers' 
houses, a lamb for a household; ~ and if 
the household is too small for a lamb, 
then a man and his neighbor next to hi' 
house shall take according to the num
ber of persons; according to what each 
can eat you shall make your count for 
the lamb. s Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male a year old; you shall 
take it from the sheep or from the 
goats; 6 and you shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month, when the 
whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill their lambs in the even
ing." 7 Then they shall take some of the 
blood, and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which 
they eat them. H They shall eat the flesh 
that night, roasted; with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 
9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled with 
water, but roasted, its head with its legs 
and its inner parts. IOAnd you shall let 
none of it remain until the morning, 



Death of the first-born 57 EXODUS 12 
anything that remains until the morning and none of you shall go out of the door 
you. shall burn. II In this manner you of his house until the morning. 23 For 
shall eat it: your loins girded, your the LORD will pass through to slay the 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in Egyptians; and when he sees the blood 
your hand; and you shall eat it in hast.e. on the lintel and on the two doorposts, 
It is the LoRD's passover. 12 For I will the LORD will pass over the door, and 
pass through the land of Egypt that will not allow the destroyer to enter 
night, and I will smite all the first-born your houses to slay you. 24 You shall ob
in the land of Egypt, both man and serve this rite as an ordinance for you 
beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will and for your sons for ever. 2s And when 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. you come to the land which the LORD 
13 The blood shall be a sign for you, will give you, as he has promised, you 
upon the houses where you are; and shall keep this service. 26And when your 
when I see the blood, I will pass over children say to you, 'What do you mean 
you, and no plague shall fall upon you by this service?' 27 you shall say, 'It is 
to destroy you, when I smite the land of the sacrifice of the LORD's passover, for 
Egypt. he passed over the houses of the people 

14 "This day shall be for you a me- of Israel in Egypt, when he slew the 
morial day, and you shall keep it as a Egyptians but spared our houses.' " 
feast to the LORD; throughout your And the people bowed their heads and 
generations you shall observe it as an worshiped. 
ordinance for f.ver. IS Seven days you 28 Then the people of Israel went and 
shall eat unleavened bread; on the first did so; as the LORD had commanded 
day you shall put away leaven out of Moses and Aaron, so they did. 
your houses, for if any one eats what is 29 At midnight the LORD smote all 
leavened, from the first day until the the first-born in the land of Egypt, from 
seventh day, that person shall be cut off the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on his 
from Israel. 16 On the first day you shall throne to the first-born of the captive 
hold a holy assembly, and on the who was in the dungeon, and all the 
seventh day a holy assembly; no work first-born of the cattle. 30And Pharaoh 
shall be done on those days; but what rose up in the night, he, and all his 
every one must eat, that only may be servants, and all the Egyptians; and 
prepared by you. I 7And you shall ob- there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 
serve the feast of unleavened bread, for was not a house where one was not 
on this very day I brought your hosts dead. 3IAnd he summoned Moses and 
out of the land of Egypt: therefore you Aaron by night, and said, "Rise up, go 
shall observe this day, throughout your forth from among my people, both you 
generations, as an ordinance for ever. and the people of Israel; and go, serve 
IH In the first month, on the fourteenth the LORD, as you have said. 32 Take your 
day of the month at evening, you shall flocks and your herds, as you have said, 
eat unleavened bread, and so until the and be gone; and bless me also!" 
twenty-first day of the month at eve- 33 And the Egyptians were urgent 
ning. 19 For seven days no leaven shall with the people, to send them out of the 
be found in your houses; for if any one land in haste; for they said, "We arc all 
eats what is leavened, that person shall dead men." 34 So the people took their 
be cut off from the congregation of dough before it was leavened, their 
Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a kneading bowls being bound up in their 
native of the land. 20 You shall eat mantles on their shoulders. 3S The 
nothing leavened; in all your dwellings people of Israel had also done as Mose~ 
you shall eat unleavened bread." told them, for they had asked of the 

21 Then Moses called all the elders Egyptians jewelry of silver and of gold, 
of Israel, and said to them, "Select and clothing; 36 and the LORD had given 
lambs for yourselves according to your the people favor in the sight of the 
families, and kill the passover lamb. Egyptians, so that they let them have 
22Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in what they asked. Thus they despoiled 
the blood which is in the basin, and the Egyptians. 
to_uch the lintel and the two doorposts 37 And the people of Israel journeyed 
with the blood which is in the basin; from Ram'eses to Succoth, about six 
12.13: Heb 11.28. 



EXODUS 12 58 
hundred thousand men on foot, besides 
women and children. 38A mixed multi
tude also went up with them, and very 
many cattle, both flocks and herds . 
. 19And they baked unleavened cakes of 
the dough which they had brought out 
of Egypt, for it was not leavened, be
cause rhey were thrust out of Egypt and 
could not tarry, neither had they pre
pared for themselves any provisions. 

40 The time that the people of Israel 
dwelt in Egypt was four hundred and 
thirty years. 41And at the end of four 
hundred and thirty years, on that very 
day, all the hosts of the LORD went out 
from the land of Egypt. 42 Ir was a night 
of watching by the LORD, to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt; so this same 
night is a night of watching kept to the 
LORD by all the people of Israel 
throughout their generations. 

43 And the LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron, "This is the ordinance of the 
passover: no foreigner shall eat of it; 
44 but every slave that is bought for 
money may eat of it after you have cir
cumcised him. 45 No sojourner or hired 
servant may eat of it. 46 In one house 
shall it be eaten; you shall not carry 
forth any of the flesh outside the house; 
and you shall not break a bone of it. 
47 All the congregation of Israel shall 
keep it. 48And when a stranger shall 
sojourn with you and would keep the 
passover to the LORD, let all his males 
be circumcised, then he may come near 
and keep it; he shall be as a native of the 
land. But no uncircumcised person 
shall eat of it. 49 There shall be one law 
for the native and for the stranger who 
sojourns among you." 

50 Thus did all the people of Israel; 
as the LORD commanded Moses and 
Aaron, so they did. 51And on that very 
day the LORD brought the people of 
Israel out of the land of Egypt by their 
hosts. 

The LORD said to Moses, 13 2 "Consecrate to me all the first
born; whatever is the first to open the 
womb among the people of Israel, both 
of man and of beast, is mine." 

3 And Moses said to the people, 
"Remember this day, in which you 
came out from Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage, for by strength of hand the 
LORD brought you out from this place; 

Israel let out of Egypt 
no leavened bread shall be eaten. 4 This 
day you are to go forth, in the month of 
Abib. SAnd when the LORD brings you 
into the land of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Arnorires, the Hivires, and 
the Jeb'usites, which he swore ro your 
fathers to give you, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, you shall keep this 
service in this month. 6 Seven days you 
shall ear unleavened bread, and on the 
seventh day there shall be a feast to the 
LORD. 7 Unleavened bread shall be 
eaten for seven days; no leavened bread 
shall be seen with you, and no leaven 
shall be seen with you in all your 
territory. 8And you shall tell your son 
on that day, 'It is because of what rhe 
LORD did for me when I came out of 
Egypt.' 9And it shall be to you as a sign 
on your hand and as a memorial be
tween your eyes, that the law of the 
LORD may be in your mouth; for with a 
strong hand the LORD has brought you 
out of Egypt. Io You shall therefore 
keep this ordinance at its appointed 
time from year to year. 

11 "And when the LORD brings you 
into rhe land of the Canaanites, as he 
swore to you and your fathers, and 
shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart 
to the LORD all that first opens the 
womb. All the firstlings of your cattle 
that are males shall be the LoRD's. 
13 Every firstling of an ass you shall 
redeem with a lamb, or if you will nor 
redeem ir you shall break irs neck. 
Every first-born of man among your 
sons you shall redeem. 14And when in 
time to come your son asks you, 'What 
does this mean?' you shall say to him, 
'By strength of hand the LORD brought 
us out of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. 15 For when Pharaoh stub
bornly refused to let us go, the LORD 
slew all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt, both the first-born of man and 
the first-born of cattle. Therefore 1 
sacrifice to the LORD all the males that 
first open the womb; but all the first
born of my sons I redeem.' Io It shall be 
as a mark on your hand or frontiers 
between your eyes; for by a strong hand 
the LORD brought us out of Egypt.., 

17 When Pharaoh let the people go. 
God did not lead them by way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that 
was near; for God said, "Lest the 

12.40: Acts 7.6. 12.46: Num 9.12; Jn 19.36. 12.49: Lev 24.22; Num 9.14; 15.15. 16. 29. 
13.2, 12, 15: Lk 2.23. 



Crossing the Red Sea 59 EXODUS 14 
people repent when they see war, and And the people of Israel cried out to the 
return to Egypt." 18 But God led the LoRD; ll and they said to Moses, "Is it 
people round by the way of the wilder- because there are no graves in Egypt 
ness toward the Red Sea. And the that you have taken us away to die in the 
people of Israel went up out of the land wilderness? What have you done to us, 
of Egypt equipped for battle. 19And in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not 
Moses took the bones of Joseph with this what we said to you in Egypt, 'Let 
him; for Joseph had solemnly sworn the us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? 
people of Israel, saying, "God will visit For it would have been better for us to 
you; then you must carry my bones serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
with you from here." 2UAnd they moved wilderness." 13And Moses said to the 
on from Succoth, and encamped at people, "Fear not, stand firm, and see 
Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. the salvation of the LORD, which he will 
21 And the LORD went before them by work for you today; for the Egyptians 
day in a pillar of cloud to lead them whom you see today, you shall never see 
along the way, and by night in a pillar again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, 
of fire to give them light, that they and you have only to be still." 15 The 
might travel by day and by night; 22 the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry 
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of to me? Tell the people of Israel to go 
fire by night did not depart from before forward. 16 Lift up your rod, and stretch 
the people. out your hand over the sea and divide 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, it, that the people of Israel may go on 
2 "Tell the people of Israel to dry ground through the sea. l7And I 

turn back and encamp in front of will harden the hearts of the Egyptians 
Pi-ha-hi'roth, between Migdol and the so that they shall go in after them, and 
sea, in front of Ba'al-zephon; you shall I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his 
encamp over against it, by the sea. 3 For host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, IBAnd the Egyptians shall know that I 
'They are entangled in the land; the am the LORD, when I have gotten glory 
wilderness has shut them in.' 4And I over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will horsemen." 
pursue them and I will get glory over 19 Then the angel of God who went 
Pharaoh and all his host; and the before the host of Israel moved and 
Egyptians shall know that I am the went behind them; and the pillar of 
LORD." And they did so. cloud moved from before them and 

5 When the king of Egypt was told stood behind them, 20 coming between 
that the people had fled, the mind of the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. 
Pharaoh and his servants was changed And there was the cloud and the dark
toward the people, and they said, ness; and the night passedP without one 
"What is this we have done, that we coming near the other all night. 
have let Israel go from serving us?" 6 So 21 Then Moses stretched out his 
he made ready his chariot and took his hand over the sea; and the LORD drove 
army with him, 7 and took six hundred the sea back by a strong east wind all 
picked chariots and all the other chariots night, and made the sea dry land, and 
of Egypt with officers over all of them. the waters were divided. 22And the 
8And rhe LoRD hardened the heart of people of Israel went into the midst of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the sea on dry ground, the waters being 
rhe people of Israel as they went forth a wall to them on their right hand and 
defiantly. 9 The Egyptians pursued on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, 
rhem, all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and went in after them into the midst of 
and his horsemen and his army, and the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his 
overtook them encamped at the sea, by chariots, and his horsemen. 24And in the 
Pi-ha-hi'rorh, in front of Ba'al-zephon. morning watch the LORD in the pillar of 

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the fire and of cloud looked down upon the 
people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and host of the Egyptians, and discomfited 
behold, rhe Egyptians were marching the host of the Egyptians, 25 clogging'' 
after them ; and they were in great fear. their chariot wheels so that they drove 
11 Gk: ~t.·b '.md ir lit up the t1ighc q Or bi11di,,g. Sam Gk Syr: Heb remov1-ng 
13.19: Gen 50.25. 14.8: Acts 13.17. 14.12: Ex 16.3; 17.3. 



EXODUS 14 
heavily; and the Egyptians said, "Let 
us flee from before Israel; for the LORD 
fights for them against the Egyptians." 

60 

26 Then the LoRD said to Moses, 
"Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen." 27 So Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, 
and the sea returned to its wonted flow 
when the morning appeared; and the 
Egyptians fled into it, and the LORD 
routed' the Egyptians in the midst of 
the sea. 28 The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen 
and all the host' of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not so much 
as one of them remained. 29 But the 
people of Israel walked on dry ground 
through the sea, the waters being a wall 
to them on their right hand and on their 
left. 

30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that 
day from the hand of the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon 
the seashore. 31And Israel saw the great 
work which the LORD did against the 
Egyptians, and the people feared the 
LORD; and they believed in the LORD 
and in his servant Moses. 

15 Then Moses and the people of 
Israel sang this song to the LORD, 

saying, 
"I will sing to the LORD, for he has 

triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider' he has 

thrown into the sea. 
2 The LORD is my strength and my 

song, 
and he has become my salvation; 

this is my God, and I will praise 
him, 

my father's God, and I will exalt 
him. 

3 The LORD is a man of war; 
the LORD is his name. 

4 "Pharaoh's chariots and his host he 
cast into the sea ; 

and his picked officers are sunk in 
the Red Sea. 

s The floods cover them ; 
they went down into the depths 

like a stone. 
6 Thy right hand, 0 LORD, glorious in 

power, 
thy right hand, 0 LORD, shatters 

the enemy. 

Song of Moses 
7 In the greatness of thy majesty thou 

overthrowest thy adversaries; 
thou sendest forth thy fury, it 

consumes them like stubble. 
8 At the blast of thy nostrils the 

waters piled up, 
the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of 

the sea. 
9 The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will 

overtake, 
will divide the spoil, my desire 
shall have its fill of them. 
will draw my sword, my hand 
shall destroy them.' 

10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, 
the sea covered them; 

they sank as lead in the mighty 
waters. 

11 "Who is like thee, 0 LORD, among 
the gods? 

Who is like thee, majestic in 
holiness, 

terrible in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders? 

12 Thou didst stretch out thy right hand, 
the earth swallowed them. 

13 "Thou hast led in thy steadfast love 
the people whom thou hast 
redeemed, 

thou hast guided them by thy 
strength to thy holy abode. 

14 The peoples have heard, they trem
ble; 

pangs have seized on the inhabit
ants of Philistia. 

IS Now are the chiefs of Edom dis
mayed; 

the leaders of Moab, trembling 
seizes them ; 

all the inhabitants of Canaan have 
melted away. 

16 Terror and dread fall upon them; 
because of the greatness of thy 

arm, they are as still as a stone, 
till thy people, 0 LORD, pass by, 

till the people pass by whom thou 
hast purchased. 

17 Thou wilt bring them in, and plant 
them on thy own mountain, 

the place, 0 LORD, which thou 
hast made for rhv abode, 

the sanctuary, 0 LORD, which thy 
hands have established. 

18 The LORD will reign for ever and 
ever.'' 

T Heb shook off s Gk Syr: Heb to all th!! host t Or iu charwt 



Quail and manna 61 EXODUS 16 
19 For when the horses of Pharaoh derness to kill this whole assembly with 

with his chariots and his horsemen hunger." 
went into the sea, the LORD brought 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
back the waters of the sea upon them; "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
but the people of Israel walked on dry for you; and the people shall go out and 
ground in the midst of the sea. ~o Then gather a day's portion every day, that I 
Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of may prove them, whether they will walk 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and in my law or not. s On the sixth day, 
all the women went out after her with when they prepare what they bring in, 
timbrels and dancing. 21And Miriam it will be twice as much as they gather 
sang to them: daily." 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all 
"Sing to the LORD, for he has tri- the people of Israel, "At evening you 

umphed gloriously; shall know that it was the LORD who 
the horse and his rider he has thrown brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

into the sea." 7 and in the morning you shall see the 
22 Then Moses Jed Israel onward glory of the LoRD, because he has heard 

from the Red Sea, and they went into your murmurings against the LORD. For 
the wilderness of Shur; they went three what are we, that you murmur against 
days in the wilderness and found no us?" HAnd Moses said, "When the 
water. 23 When they came to Marah, LORD gives you in the evening flesh to 
they could not drink the water of Marah eat and in the morning bread to the full, 
because it was bitter; therefore it was because the LORD has heard your mur
named Marah. 11 24And the people mur- murings which you murmur against 
mured against Moses, saying, "What him-what are we? Your murmurings 
shall we drink?" 25And he cried to the are not against us but against the 
LORD; and the LORD showed him a tree, LORD." 
and he threw it into the water, and the 9 And Moses said to Aaron, "Say to 
water became sweet. the whole congregation of the people of 

There the LORD'' made for them a Israel, 'Come near before the LORD, for 
statute and an ordinance and there he he has heard your murmurings.' " 
proved them, 26 saying, "If you will 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole con
diligently hearken to the voice of the gregation of the people of Israel, they 
LORD your God, and do that which is looked toward the wilderness, and be
right in his eyes, and give heed to his hold, the glory of the LORD appeared in 
conunandments and keep all his statutes, the cloud. llAnd the LORD said to 
I will put none of the diseases upon you Moses, 12 "I have heard the murmur
which I put upon the Egyptians; for I ings of the people of Israel; say to them, 
am the LORD, your healer." 'At twilight you shall eat flesh, and in 

27 Then they came to Elim, where the morning you shall be filled with 
there were twelve springs of water and bread; then you shall know that I am 
seventy palm trees; and they encamped the LORD your God.' " 
there by the water. 13 In the evening quails came up and 

16 They set out from Elim, and covered the camp; and in the morning 
all the congregation of the people dew Jay round about the camp. 14And 

of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, when the dew had gone up, there was on 
which is between Elim and Sinai, on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake
the fifteenth day of the second month like thing, fine as hoarfrost on the 
after they had departed from the land ground. 15 When the people of Israel 
of Egypt. 2And che whole congregation saw it, they said to one another, "What 
of the people of Israel murmured is it?"w For they did not know what it 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilder- was. And Moses said to them, "It is the 
ness, ·1 and said to them, "Would that bread which the LORD has given you to 
we had died by the hand of the LORD in eat. 16 This is what the LORD has com
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the mantled: 'Gather of it, every man of 
fleshpots and ate bread to the full; for you, as much as he can eat; you shall 
you have broughc us our into chis wil- take an omer apiece, according to the 

11 That is Him:mess 1' Heb lie 
'''Or "It is mamia." Heb man Jiu 
16.3: Ex 11.12: 17.3. 16.4, 13: Jn b.ll. 



EXODUS 16 62 Water from the rock 
number of the persons whom each of put an omer of manna in it, and place it 
you has in his tent.' " 17 And the people before the LORD, to be kept throughout 
of Israel did so; they gathered, some your generations." 34As the LORD com
more, some less. 18 But when they manded Moses, so Aaron placed it be
measured it with an omer, he that fore the testimony, to be kept. 35And the 
gathered much had nothing over, and people of Israel ate the manna fony 
he that gathered little had no lack; each years, till they came to a habitable land; 
gathered according to what he could they ate the manna, till they came to the 
eat. I9And Moses said to them, "Let no border of the land of Canaan. 36 (An 
man leave any of it till the morning." omer is the tenth pan of an ephah.J 
20 But they did not listen to Moses; 17 All the congregation of the 
some left pan of it till the morning, and people of Israel moved on from 
it bred worms and became foul; and the wilderness of Sin by stages, ac.
Moses was angry with them. 21 Morning cording to the commandment of the 
by morning they gathered it, each as LORD, and camped at Reph'idim; but 
much as he could eat; but when the sun there was no water for the people to 
grew hot, it melted. drink. 2 Therefore the people found 

22 On the sixth day they gathered fault with Moses, and said, "Give us 
twice as much bread, two omers apiece; water to drink." And Moses said to 
and when all the leaders of the congre- them, "Why do you find fault with me) 
gation came and told Moses, 23 he said Why do you put the LORD to the proof?" 
to them, "This is what the LORD has 3 But the people thirsted there for 
commanded: 'Tomorrow is a day of water, and the people murmured agaimt 
solemn rest, a holy sabbath to the LORD; Moses, and said, "Why did you bring us 
bake what you will bake and boil what up out of Egypt, to kill us and our chil
you will boil, and all that is left over lay dren and our cattle with thirst?" 4 So 
by to be kept till the morning.' " 24 So Moses cried to the LORD, "What shall I 
they laid it by till the morning, as Moses do with this people? They are almost 
bade them; and it did not become foul, ready to stone me." 5And the LORD said 
and there were no worms in it. 25 Moses to Moses, "Pass on before the people, 
said, "Eat it today, for today is a sab- taking with you some of the elders of 
bath to the LORD; today you will not Israel; and take in your hand the rod 
find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
gather it; but on the seventh day, which 6 Behold, I will stand before you there 
is a sabbath, there will be none." 27 On on the rock at Horeb; and you shall 
the seventh day some of the people strike the rock, and water shall come 
went out to gather, and they found out of it, that the people may drink." 
none. 28And the LORD said to Moses, And Moses did so, in the sight of the 
"How long do you refuse to keep my elders of Israel. 7And he called the 
commandments and my laws? 29 See! name of the place Massahr and Mer·
The LORD has given you the sabbath, ibah,Y because of the faultfinding of the 
therefore on the sixth day he gives you children of Israel, and because they put 
bread for two days; remain every man the LORD to the proof by saying, '"Is the 
of you in his place, let no man go out of LORD among us or not?" 
his place on the seventh day." 30 So the 8 Then came Arn'alek and fought 
people rested on the seventh day. with Israel at Reph'idirn. 9And Moses 

31 Now the house of Israel called its said to Joshua, "Choose for us men, 
name manna; it was like coriander seed, and go out, fight with Arn'alek; to
white, and the taste of it was like wafers morrow I will stand on the top of the 
made with honey. 32And Moses said, hill with the rod of God in ID\" hand." 
"This is what the LORD has com- IO So Joshua did as Moses told him, and 
manded: 'Let an omer of it be kept fought with Arn'alek; and Moses, 
throughout your generations, that they Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of 
may see the bread with which I fed you the hill. 11 Whenever Moses held up his 
in the wilderness, when I brought you hand, Israel prevailed; and whene\"er he 
out of the land of Egypt.' " 33And lowered his hand, Arn'alek prevailed. 
Moses said to Aaron, "Take a jar, and 12 But Moses' hands grew weary; su 
I That is Proof !I That is Comemion 
16.18: 2 Cor 8.15. 17.3: 14.12; 16.3. 



War with Amalek 63 
they took a stone and put it under him, 
and he sat upon it, and Al!ron and Hur 
held up his hands, one on one side, and 
the other on the other side; so his hands 
were steady until the going down of the 
sun. UAnd Joshua mowed down Am' -
alek and his people with the edge of the 
sword. 

14 And the LORD said to Moses, 
"Write this as a memorial in a book and 
recite it in the cars of Joshua, that I will 
utterly blot out the remembrance of 
Am'alek from under heaven." ISAnd 
Moses built an altar and called the 
name of it, The LORD is my banner, 
Io saying, "A hand upon the banner of 
the LORD! ' The LORD will have war 
with Am'alek from generation to 
generation." 

18 Jethro, the priest of Mid'ian, 
Moses' father-in-law, heard of all 

that God had done for Moses and for 
Israel his people, how the LORD had 
brought Israel out of Egypt. 2 Now 
Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, had taken 
Zippo'rah, Moses' wife, after he had 
sent her away, 3 and her two sons, of 
whom the name of the one was Ger
shom (for he said, "I have been a so
journer" in a foreign land"), 4 and the 
name of the other, Elie'zerb (for he 
said, "The God of my father was my 
help, and delivered me from the sword 
of Pharaoh"). SAnd Jethro, Moses' 
father-in-law, came with his sons and 
his wife to Moses in the wilderness 
where he was encamped at the mountain 
of God. 6And when one told Moses, 
"Lo,r your father-in-law Jethro is com
ing to you with your wife and her two 
sons with her," 7 Moses went out to 
meet his father-in-law, and did obei
sance and kissed him; and they asked 
each other of their welfare, and went 
into the tent. H Then Moses cold his 
father-in-law all that the LORD had done 
to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for 
Israel's sake, all the hardship that had 
come upon them in the way, and how 
the LORD had delivered them. 9And 
Jethro rejoiced for all the good which 
the LORD had done to Israel, in that he 
had delivered chem out of the hand of 
the Egyptians. 

10 And Jethro said, "Blessed be the 

EXODUS 18 
LoRD, who has delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians and out of the 
hand of Pharaoh. II Now I know that 
the LORD is greater than all gods, be
cause he delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians," when 
they dealt arrogantly with them." 17.And 
Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, offered' 
a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; 
and Aaron came with all the elders of 
Israel to eat bread with Moses' father
in-law before God. 

13 On the morrow Moses sat to judge 
the people, and the people stood about 
Moses from morning till evening. 
14 When Moses' father-in-law saw all 
that he was doing for the people, he 
said, "What is this that you are doing 
for the people? Why do you sit alone, 
and all the people stand about you from 
morning till evening?" "And Moses 
said to his father-in-law, "Because the 
people come to me to inquire of God; 
16 when they have a dispute, they come 
to me and I decide between a man and 
his neighbor, and I make them know the 
statutes of God and his decisions." 
17 Moses' father-in-law said to him, 
"What you are doing is not good. 
lH You and the people with you will 
wear yourselves out, for the thing is too 
heavy for you; you are not able to 
perform it alone. 19 Listen now to my 
voice; I will give you counsel, and God 
be with you! You shall represent the 
people before God, and bring their 
cases to God; 20 and you shall teach 
them the statutes and the decisions, and 
make them know the way in which they 
must walk and what they must do. 
21 Moreover choose able men from all 
the people, such as fear God, men who 
are trustworthy and who hate a bribe; 
and place such men over the people as 
rulers of thousands, of hundreds, of 
fifties, and of tens. 22And let them judge 
the people at all times; every great 
matter they shall bring to you, but any 
small matter they shall decide them
selves; so it will be easier for you, and 
they will bear the burden with you. 23 If 
you do this, and God so commands you, 
then you will be able to endure, and all 
this people also will go to their place ir1 
peace." 

z Cn: Heb obscure " Heb ger b Heb Eli my God ezer help 
~Sem Gk Syr: Heb I ' , ' 
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EXODUS 18 64 Israel at Sinai 
24 So Moses gave heed to the voice of 

his father-in-law and did all that he had 
said. 25 Moses chose able men out of all 
Israel, and made them heads over the 
people, rulers of thousands, of hun
dreds, of fifties, and of tens. 26And they 
judged the people at all times; hard 
cases they brought to Moses, but any 
small matter they decided themselves. 
27 Then Moses let his father-in-law 
depart, and he went his way to his own 
country. 

19 On the third new moon after 
the people of Israel had gone 

forth out of the land of Egypt, on that 
day they came into the wilderness of 
Sinai. 2And when they set out from 
Reph'idim and came into the wilderness 
of Sinai, they encamped in the wilder
ness; and there Israel encamped before 
the mountain. 3And Moses went up to 
God, and the LORD called to him out of 
the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
people of Israel: 4 You have seen what I 
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 
you on eagles' wings and brought you to 
myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my own possession among 
all peoples; for all the earth is mine, 
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation. These are the 
words which you shall speak to the 
children of Israel." 

7 So Moses came and called the 
elders of the people, and set before them 
all these words which the LORD had 
commanded him. 8And all the people 
answered together and said, "All that 
the LORD has spoken we will do." And 
Moses reported the words of the people 
to the LORD. 9And the LORD said to 
Moses, "Lo, I am coming to you in a 
thick cloud, that the people may hear 
when I speak with you, and may also 
believe you for ever." 

Then Moses told the words of the 
people to the LORD. IOAnd the LORD 
said to Moses, "Go to the people and 
consecrate them today and tomorrow, 
and let them wash their garments, 
11 and be ready by the third day; for on 
the third day the LORD will come down 
upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 
people. 12And you shall set bounds for 
the people round about, saying, 'Take 

heed that you do not go up into the 
mountain or touch the border of it; 
whoever touches the mountain shall be 
put to death; 13 no hand shall touch 
him, but he shall be stoned or shot; 
whether beast or man, he shall not 
live.' When the trwnpet sounds a long 
blast, they shall come up to the moun
tain." I~ So Moses went down from the 
mountain to the people, and consecrated 
the people; and they washed their 
garments. 15And he said to the people, 
"Be ready by the third day; do not go 
near a woman." 

16 On the morning of the third day 
there were thunders and lightnings, and 
a thick cloud upon the mountain, and a 
very loud trwnpet blast, so that all the 
people who were in the camp trembled. 
17 Then Moses brought the people out 
of the camp to meet God; and they took 
their stand at the foot of the r.iounrain. 
IHAnd Mount Sinai was wrapped in 
smoke, because the LORD descended 
upon it in fire; and the smoke of it went 
up like the smoke of a kiln, and the 
whole mountain quaked greatly. 19And 
as the sound of the trumpet grew louder 
and louder, Moses spoke, and God 
answered him in thunder. 20And the 
LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, to 
the top of the mountain; and the LORD 
called Moses to the top of the mountain, 
and Moses went up. 21And the LORD 
said to Moses, "Go down and warn the 
people, lest they break through to the 
LORD to gaze and many of them perish. 
22And also let the priests who come near 
to the LORD consecrate themselves, lest 
the LORD break our upon them." 2.'And 
Moses said to the LORD, "The people 
cannot come up to Mount Sinai ; for 
thou thyself didst charge us, saying, 
'Set bounds about the mountain, and 
consecrate it.' " 2~And the LORD said to 
him, "Go down, and come up bringing 
Aaron with you; bur do not let the 
priests and the people break through 
to come up to the LORD, lest he break 
out against them." 25 So Moses 
went down to the people and told 
them. 

20 And God spoke all these words, 
saymg, 

2 "I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. 

19.5-6: Deut 7.6; 14.2, 21; 26.19; Tit 2.14; I Pet 2.9; Rev 1.6; 5.10. 19.12-19: Heb 12.18-20. 
20.2-17: Dcut 5.6-21. 



The ten commandments 
3 "You shall have no ocher gods be

fore' me. 
4 "You shall nor make for yourself a 

graven image, or any likeness of any
thing char is in heaven above,. or char 
is in the earth beneath, or char is m the 
water under the earth; 5 you shall nor 
bow down to chem or serve chem ; for I 
rhe LORD your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
rhe children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 0 but 
showing steadfast love co thousands of 
those who love me and keep my com
mandments. 

7 "You shall nor cake rhe name of rhe 
LORD your God in vain; for rhe LORD 
will not hold him guileless who takes his 
name in vain. 

8 "Remember rhe sabbath day, co 
keep ir holy. " Six days you shall labor, 
and do all vour work; I u but the seventh 
day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; 
in ir you shall not do any work, you, or 
your son, or your daughter, your man
servant, or your maidservant, or your 
cattle, or rhe sojourner who is within 
your gates; 11 for in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
chat is in them, and rested the seventh 
day; therefore the LORD blessed the 
sabb;llh day and hallowed ir. 

12 "Hono1 your father and your 
mother, chat your days may be long in 
the land which the LORD your God 
gives you. 

13 "You shall not kill. 
14 "You shall not commit adultery. 
15 "You shall not steal. 
16 "You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 
17 "You shall not covet your neigh

bor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, or his manservant, or 
his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass, or 
anything that is your neighbor's." 

lH Now when all the people per
ceived the thunderings and the light
nings and the sound of the trumpet and 
the mountain smoking, the people were 
afraid and trembled; and they stood afar 
off, I'' and said to Moses, "You speak co 

65 EXODUS 21 
us, and we will l::ear; but let nor God 
speak to us, lest we die." 2UAnd Moses 
said co rhe people, "Do not fear; for 
God has come to prove you, and chat the 
fear of him may be before your eyes, 
chat you may not sin." 

21 And the people stood afar off, 
while Moses drew near to the thick 
darkness where God was. 22And the 
LORD said to Moses, "Thus you shall 
say to the people of Israel: 'You have 
seen for yourselves that I have talked 
with you from heaven. n You shall not 
make gods of silver to be with me, nor 
shall you make for yourselves gods of 
gold. 24An altar of earth you shall make 
for me and sacrifice on ir your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your 
sheep and your oxen; in every place 
where I cause my name to be remem
bered I will come to you and bless you. 
25And if you make me an altar of stone, 
you shall not build it of hewn scones; 
for if you wield your tool upon it you 
profane it. 2oAnd you shall not go up 
by seeps to my altar, that your naked
ness be not exposed on it.' 

21 "Now these are rhe ordi
nances which you shall set before 

chem. 2 When you buy a Hebrew slave, 
he shall serve six years, and in the 
seventh he shall go out free, for noth
ing. ·' If he comes in single, he shall go 
out single; if he comes in married, then 
his wife shall go out with him. 4 If his 
master gives him a wife and she bears 
him sons or daughters, the wife and her 
children shall be her master's and he 
shall go out alone. 5 But if the slave 
plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, 
and my children; I will not go out 
free,' Ii then his master shall bring him 
to God, and he shall bring him to the 
door or the doorpost; and his master 
shall bore his ear through with an awl; 
and he shall serve him for life. 

7 "When a man sells his daughter as 
a slave, she shall not go out as the male 
slaves do. K If she does not please her 
master, who has designated her" for 
himself, then he shall let her be re
deemed; he shall have no right to sell 

I Or bl'Hd•'.1 'I Another rcaJing j, ~o rhat Ji.· licH 11or d.·11K1Wtl·d ha 
20.J: Ex 20.2J; llcuc 5.7. 20.4: Ex 20.n; 34.17; Lev 19.4; 26.I; Dcul 4.15-19; 5.8; 27.15. 
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EXODUS 21 66 Laws concerning violence 
her to a foreign people, since he has slave, male or female, he shall let the 
dealt faithlessly with her. 9 If he desig- slave go free for the tooth's sake. 
nates her for his son, he shall deal with 28 "When an ox gores a man or a 
her as with a daughter. Io If he takes an- woman to death, the ox shall be stoned, 
other wife to himself, he shall not and its flesh shall not be eaten; but the 
diminish her food, her clothing, or her owner of the ox shall be clear. 2<J But if 
marital rights. "And if he does not do the ox has been accustomed to gore in 
these three things for her, she shall go the past, and its owner has been warned 
out for nothing, without payment of but has not kept it in, and it kills a man 
money. 

12 "Whoever strikes a man so that he 
dies shall be put to death. 13 But if he 
did not lie in wait for him, bur God let 
him fall into his hand, then I will ap
point for you a place to which he may 
flee. 14 But if a man willfully attacks 
another to kill him treacherously, you 
shall take him from my altar, that he 
may die. 

15 "Whoever strikes his father or his 
mother shall be put to death. 

16 "Whoever steals a man, whether 
he sells him or is found in possession of 
him, shall be put to death. 

17 "Whoever curses his father or his 
mother shall be put to death. 

18 "When men quarrel and one 
strikes the other with a stone or with his 
fist and the man does not die but keeps 
his bed, 19 then if the man rises again 
and walks abroad with his staff, he that 
struck him shall be clear; only he shall 
pay for the loss of his time, and shall 
have him thoroughly healed. 

20 "When a man strikes his slave, 
male or female, with a rod and the slave 
dies under his hand, he shall be pun
ished. 21 But if the slave survives a day 
or two, he is not to be punished; for the 
slave is his money. 

22 "When men strive together, and 
hurt a woman with child, so that there is 
a miscarriage, and yet no harm follows, 
the one who hurt her shall" be fined, 
according as the woman's husband shall 
lay upon him; and he shall pay as the 
judges determine. 23 If any harm fol
lows, then you shall give life for life, 
24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

26 "When a man strikes the eye of his 
slave, male or female, and destroys it, he 
shall let the slave go free for the eye's 
sake. 27 If he knocks out the tooth of his 

h Heb he shall i Ch 21.37 in Heb 

or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and 
its owner also shall be put to death. 
30 If a ransom is laid on him, then he 
shall give for the redemption of his life 
whatever is laid upon him. 31 If it gores 
a man's son or daughter, he shall be 
dealt with according to this same rule. 
32 If the ox gores a slave, male or fe
male, the owner shall give to their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the 
ox shall be stoned. 

33 "When a man leaves a pit open, 
or when a man digs a pit and does not 
cover it, and an ox or an ass falls into it, 
34 the owner of the pit shall make it 
good; he shall give money to its owner, 
and the dead beast shall be his. 

35 "When one man's ox hurts an
other's, so that it dies, then they shall 
sell the live ox and divide the price of 
it; and the dead beast also they shall 
divide. 36 Or if it is known that the ox 
has been accustomed to gore in the past, 
and its owner has not kept it in, he shall 
pay ox for ox, and the dead beast shall 
be his. 

22 i "If a man steals an ox or a 
sheep, and kills it or sells it, he 

shall pay five oxen for an ox, and four 
sheep for a sheep. i He shall make 
restitution; if he has nothing, then he 
shall be sold for his theft. 4 If the stolen 
beast is found alive in his possession, 
whether it is an ox or an ass or a sheep, 
he shall pay double. 

2k "If a thief is found breaking in, 
and is struck so that he dies, there shall 
be no bloodguilt for him; 3 but if the 
sun has risen upon him, there shall be 
bloodguilt for him. 

5 "When a man causes a field or vine
yard to be grazed over, or lets his beast 
loose and it feeds in another man's 
field, he shall make restitution from the 
best in his own field and in his own 
vineyard. 

i Rescoring the second half of verse 3 with 4 to their place immediately following verse 1 A: Ch 22. l in Heb 
21.12: Ex 20.13; Lev 24.17; Dcut 5.17; Mt 5.21. 21.13: Num 35.10-34; Deut 19.1-13; josh 20.1-9. 
21.18: Deut 24.7. 21.17: Lev 20.9; Mt 15.4; Mk 7.10. 21.23-26: Lev 24.19-20; Dcut 19.21; Mt 5.38. 



Concerning restitution 
6 "When fire breaks out and catches 

in thorns so that the stacked grain or the 
standing grain or the field is consumed, 
he that kindled the fire shall make full 
restitution. 

7 "If a man delivers to his neighbor 
money or goods to keep, and it is stolen 
out of the man's house, then, if the 
thief is found, he shall pay double. s If 
the thief is not found, the owner of the 
house shall come near to God, to show 
whether or not he has put his hand to 
his neighbor's goods. 

9 "For every breach of trust, whether 
it is for ox, for ass, for sheep, for cloth
ing, or for any kind of lost thing, of 
which one says, 'This is it,' the case of 
both parties shall come before God; he 
whom God shall condemn shall pay 
double to his neighbor. 

IO "If a man delivers to his neighbor 
an ass or an ox or a sheep or any beast to 
keep, and it dies or is hurt or is driven 
away, without any one seeing it, 11 an 
oath by the LORD shall be between them 
both to see whether he has not put his 
hand to his neighbor's property; and 
the owner shall accept the oath, and he 
shall not make restitution. 12 But if it is 
stolen from him, he shall make restitu
tion to its owner. 13 If it is tom by 
beasts, let him bring it as evidence; he 
shall not make restitution for what has 
been torn. 

14 "If a man borrows anything of his 
neighbor, and it is hurt or dies, the 
owner not being with it, he shall make 
full restitution. IS If the owner was with 
it, he shall not make restitution; if it 
was hired, it came for its hire.I 

16 "If a man seduces a virgin who is 
not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall 
give the marriage present for her, and 
make her his wife. 17 If her father 
utterly refuses to give her to him, he 
shall pay money equivalent to the 
marriage present for virgins. 

18 "You shall not permit a sorceress 
to live. 

19 "Whoever lies with a beast shall be 
put to death. 

20 "Whoever sacrifices to any god, 
save to the LORD only, shall be utterly 
destroyed. 

67 EXODUS 23 
21 "You shall not wrong a stranger 

or oppress him, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not 
afflict any widow or orphan. 2.1 If you 
do afflict them, and they cry out to me, 
I will surely hear their cry; 24 and my 
wrath will burn, and I will kill you with 
the sword, and your wives shall become 
widows and your children fatherless. 

25 "If you lend money to any of my 
people with you who is poor, you shall 
not be to him as a creditor, and you shall 
not exact interest from him. 26 If ever 
you take your neighbor's garment in 
pledge, you shall restore it to him before 
the sun goes down; 27 for that is his 
only covering, it is his mantle for his 
body; in what else shall he sleep? And 
if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am 
compassionate. 

28 "You shall not revile God, nor 
curse a ruler of your people. 

29 "You shall not delay to offer from 
the fulness of your harvest and from the 
outflow of your presses. 

"The first-born of your sons you shall 
give to me. 30 You shall do likewise with 
your oxen and with your sheep: seven 
days it shall be with its dam; on the 
eighth day you shall give it to me. 

31 "You shall be men consecrated to 
me ; therefore you shall not eat any 
flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; 
you shall cast it to the dogs. 

23 "You shall not utter a false 
report. You shall not join hands 

with a wicked man, to be a malicious 
witness. 2 You shall not follow a multi
tude to do evil; nor shall you bear wit
ness in a suit, turning aside after a 
multitude, so as to pervert justice; 3 nor 
shall you be partial to a poor man in 
his suit. 

4 "If you meet your enemy's ox or his 
ass going astray, you shall bring it back 
to him. s If you see the ass of one who 
hates you lying under its burden, you 
shall refrain from leaving him with it, 
you shall help him to lift it up."' 

6 "You shall not pervert the justice 
due to your poor in his suit. 7 Keep far 
from a false charge, and do not slay the 
innocent and righteous, for I will not 
acquit the v;icked. ~And you shall take 

1 Or If is rctkrmed ,-,, (Heb comes nlw) Its hire '" Gk: Heb obscure 
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EXODUS 23 68 
no bribe, for a bribe blinds the officials, 
and subverts the cause of those who are 
in the right. 

9 "You shall not oppress a stranger; 
you know the heart of a stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

10 "For six years you shall sow your 
land and gather in its yield; 11 but the 
seventh year you shall let it rest and lie 
fallow, that the poor of your people may 
eat; and what they leave the wild beasts 
may eat. You shall do likewise with your 
vineyard, and with your olive orchard. 

12 "Six days you shall do your work, 
but on the seventh day you shall rest; 
chat your ox and your ass may have 
resc, and che son of your bondmaid, and 
the alien, may be refreshed. 1.; Take 
heed to all chat I have said to you; and 
make no mention of the names of other 
gods, nor let such be heard out of your 
mouth. 

14 "Three rimes in che year you shall 
keep a feast co me. 15 You shall keep the 
feast of unleavened bread; as I com
manded you, you shall eat unleavened 
bread for seven days at the appointed 
time in che month of Abib, for in it you 
came out of Egypt. None shall appear 
before me empty-handed. 16 You shall 
keep the feast of harvesc, of che first 
fruits of your labor, of what you sow in 
che field. You shall keep che feast of in
gathering at che end of the year, when 
you gacher in from che field the fruit of 
your labor. l 7 Three times in the year 
shall all your males appear before che 
Lord Goo. 

18 "You shall not offer the blood of 
my sacrifice wich leavened bread, or let 
che fat of my feasc remain until che 
morning. 

19 "The firsl of che first fruits of vour 
ground you shall bring into chc house 
of che LORD your God. 

"You shall not boil a kid in its 
mocher's milk. 

20 "Behold, I send an angel before 
you, to guard you on the way and co 
bring you co the place which I have 
prepared. 21 Give heed to him and 
hearken to his voice, do not rebel 
against him, for he will not pardon your 
transgression; for my name is in him. 

22 "Bue if you hearken anentively co 
"Gk Vg: Heb he 

God's covenant with Israel 
his voice and do all thac I say, then I 
will be an enemy to your enemies and 
an adversary to your adversaries. 

23 "When my angel goes before you, 
and brings you in to the Amorites, and 
the Hinites, and the Per'izzites, and the 
Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'
usites, and 1 blot them our, 24 you shall 
not bow down to their gods, nor serve 
them, nor do according to their works, 
but you shall unerly overthrow them 
and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You 
shall serve the LORD your God, and I" 
will bless your bread and your water: 
and I will take sickness away from the 
midst of you. 2<> None shall cast her 
young or be barren in your land; I will 
fulfil the number of your days. c- I will 
send my terror before you, and will 
throw into confusion all the people 
against whom you shall come, and 1 
will make all your enemies turn their 
backs co mu. 2XAnd I will send hornets 
before yo-u, which shall drive out Hivite. 
Canaanite, and Hittite from before you. 
29 I will not drive them out from before 
you in one year, lest the land become 
desolate and the wild beasts multipl} 
against you .. 10 Linle by little I will 
drive them out from before vou, until 
you are increased and possess- the land. 
.\IAnd I will set vour bounds from the 
Red Sea co the sea of the Philistines, and 
from the wilderness to the Eu-phra 'tes: 
for I will deliver the inhabitants of the 
land into your hand, and you shall drive 
them out before vou .. 1c You shall make 
no covenant with them or with their 
gods. -1.\ They shall not dwell in your 
land, lest they make you sin against me: 
for if you serve their gods, ir will sure!\ 
be a snare to you." 

24 And he said to Moses, "Come 
up to the LORD, you and Aaron, 

Nadab, and Abi'hu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel, and worship afar off. 
2 Moses alone shall come near to the 
LORD; but the others shall not come 
near, and the people shall not come up 
with him." 

3 Moses came and cold rhe people all 
the words of the LORD and all the 
ordinances; and all the people answered 
with one voice, and said, "All the word' 
which the LORD has spoken we will do." 

23.9: Ex 22.21; Lev 19.33-34; Dcuc 2i.lQ. 23.10-11: Lev 25.1-7. 
23.12: Ex 20.8-11; Jl.15-17; 34.21; 15.2; Dcut 5.12-15. 
23.14-17: Ex 34.22-24; Lev 2-3.1-44; Dcut lti.1-17. 23.18: Ex 12.10; Ex 3•1.25; Le\" 2.11; Le,· 7.15. 
23.19: Ex 22.29; H.26; Dcut 14.21; 26.2-11. 



Ark of the testimony 69 EXODUS 25 
4And Moses wrote all the words of the that they take for me an offering; from 
LoRD. And he rose early in the morning, every man whose heart makes him will
and built an altar at the foot of the ing you shall receive the offering for me. 
mountain, and twelve pillars, according ·1And this is the offering which you shall 
to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he receive from them: gold, silver, and 
sent young men of the people of Israel, bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet 
who offered burnt offerings and sacri- stuff and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 
ficed peace offerings of oxen to the 5 tanned rams' skins, goatskins, acacia 
LORD. 6And Moses took half of the wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the 
blood and put it in basins, and half of anointing oil and for the fragrant in
the blood he threw against the altar. cense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for 
7 Then he took the book of the cove- setting, for the ephod and for the breast
nant, and read it in the hearing of the piece. HAnd let them make me a sanc
people; and they said, "All that the tuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 
Lo1m has spoken we will do, and we 9According to all that I show you con
will be obedient." XAnd Moses took the cerning the pattern of the tabernacle, 
blood and threw it upon the people, and and of all its furniture, so you shall make 
said, "Behold the blood of the covenant it. 
which the LORD has made with you in 10 "They shall make an ark of acacia 
accordance with all these words." wood; two cubits and a half shall be its 

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, length, a cubit and a half its breadth, 
and Abi'hu, and seventy of the elders of and a cubit and a half its height. llAnd 
Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God you shall overlay it with pure gold, 
of I sracl; and there was under his feet within and without shall you overlay it, 
as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, and you shall make upon it a molding of 
like the very heaven for clearness. 11And gold round about. 12And you shall cast 
he did not lay his hand on the chief men four rings of gold for it and put them on 
of the people of Israel; they beheld its four feet, two rings on the one side 
God, and ate and drank. of it, and two rings on the other side of 

12 The LORD said to Moses, "Come it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia 
up to me on the mountain, and wait wood, and overlay them with gold. 
there; and I will give you the tables of 14And you shall put the poles into the 
stone, with the law and the command- rings on the sides of the ark, to carry the 
mcnt, which I have written for their ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain 
instruction." I .I So Moses rose with his in the rings of the ark; they shall not be 
servant Joshua, and Moses went up into taken from it. 16And you shall put into 
the mountain of God. 14And he said to the ark the testimony which I shall give 
the ciders, "Tarry here for us, until we you. 17 Then you shall make a mercy 
come to you again; and, behold, Aaron seat" of pure gold; two cubits and a half 
and Hur arc with you; whoever has a shall be its length, and a cubit and a 
cause, let him go to them." half its breadth. I HAnd you shall make 

1 5 Then Moses went up on the two cherubim of gold; of hammered 
mountain, and the cloud covered the work shall you make them, on the two 
mountain. "'The glory of the LORD ends of the mercy seat. 1•i Make one 
settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud cherub on the one end, and one cherub 
covered it six days; and on the seventh on the other end; of one piece with the 
day he rnllcd to Moses out of the midst mercy scat shall you make the cherubim 
of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of on its two ends. 20 The cherubim shall 
the glory of the LORD was like a devour- spread out their wings above, over
ing lire on the top of the mountain in shadowing the mercy scar with their 
the sight of the people of Israel. 1 HAnd wings, their faces one to another; 
Moses entered the cloud, and went up toward the mercy sear shall the faces of 
on the mountain. And Moses was on the the cherubim be. 21And you shall put 
mountain forty days and forty nights. the mercy seat on the top of the ark; and 

25 The LORD said to Moses, in the ark you shall put the testimony 
2 "Speak to the people of Israel, that I shall give you. 22 There I will 

"Or <oJ1·,·1 
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EXODUS 25 70 
meet with you, and from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubim that are upon the ark of the 
testimony, I will speak with you of all 
that I will give you in commandment for 
the people of Israel. 

23 "And you shall make a table of 
acacia wood; two cubits shall be ics 
length, a cubit its breadch, and a cubit 
and a half ics height. 24 You shall overlay 
it with pure gold, and make a molding of 
gold around ic. 25And you shall make 
around it a frame a handbreadth wide, 
and a molding of gold around the frame. 
26And you shall make for it four rings of 
gold, and fasten the rings to the four 
corners at its four legs. 27 Close to the 
frame the rings shall lie, as holders for 
the poles to carry the table. 2H You shall 
make che poles of acacia wood, and 
overlay them with gold, and the table 
shall be carried wich chese. 29And you 
shall make its plates and dishes for 
incense, and its flagons and bowls with 
which to pour libations; of pure gold 
you shall make them. 30And you shall 
set the bread of che Presence on che 
table before me always. 

31 "And you shall make a lampstand 
of pure gold. The base and che shafc of 
che lampstand shall be made of ham
mered work; its cups, its capitals, and 
its flowers shall be of one piece wich it; 
32 and there shall be six branches going 
out of its sides, three branches of the 
lampstand our of one side of it and three 
branches of the lampstand our of che 
other side of it; 33 chree cups made like 
almonds, each with capital and flower, 
on one branch, and three cups made like 
almonds, each wich capital and flower, 
on the ocher branch-so for the six 
branches going our of the lampstand; 
.14 and on the lampstand icself four cups 
made like almonds, wich cheir capitals 
and flowers, 35 and a capital of one piece 
wich ic under each pair of che six 
branches going our from the lampstand. 
36 Their capitals and cheir branches 
shall be of one piece wich it, che whole of 
it one piece of hammered work of pure 
gold. 37And you shall make che seven 
lamps for ic; and che lamps shall be set 
up so as to give light upon the space in 
front of it. 38 Its snuffers and their trays 
shall be of pure gold. 39 Of a talent of 
pure gold shall it be made, with all these 

Pattern of the tabernacle 
utensils. 4UAnd see that you make them 
after the pattern for them, which is be
ing shown you on che mountain. 

26 "Moreover you shall make the 
tabernacle with ten curtains of 

fine twined linen and blue and purple 
and scarlet stuff; with cherubim skil
fully worked shall you make them. 
2 The length of each curtain shall be 
twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of 
each curtain four cubits; all the curtains 
shall have one measure. 3 Five curtains 
shall be coupled to one another; and the 
other five curtains shall be coupled to 
one anocher. 4And you shall make loops 
of blue on the edge of the outmost cur
tain in the first set; and likewise you 
shall make loops on the edge of the ouc
most curtain in the second set. s Fifty 
loops you shall make on the one curtain, 
and fifty loops you shall make on the 
edge of the curtain that is in the second 
sec; che loops shall be opposice one 
another. 6And you shall make fifcy 
clasps of gold, and couple the curtains 
one to the ocher with the clasps, char the 
cabernacle may be one whole. 

7 "You shall also make curtains of 
goacs' hair for a cenc over the caber
nacle; eleven curtains shall you make. 
8 The length of each curtain shall be 
thirty cubits, and the breadth of each 
curtain four cubics; the eleven curtains 
shall have che same measure. 9And you 
shall couple five curtains by chemselves, 
and six curtains by themselves, and the 
sixth curtain you shall double over ac 
che front of the cenc. IOAnd you shall 
make fifcy loops on the edge of the 
curtain char is ouanost in one set, and 
fifcy loops on the edge of the curtain 
which is outmosc in the second set. 

l l "And you shall make fifty clasps 
of bronze, and puc the clasps into the 
loops, and couple the cent cogecher thac 
ic may be one whole. 12And the part char 
remains of the curtains of the cent, the 
half curtain char remains, shall hang 
over che back of the cabemacle. UAnd 
che cubic on the one side, and the cubic 
on che ocher side, of whac remains in the 
length of che curtains of che rem shall 
hang over the sides of the tabernacle, 
on chis side and char side, co cover it. 
14And you shall make for che cent a 
covering of tanned rams' skins and 
goacskins. 

25.23-29: Ex 37.10-15. 25.30: Ex 39.36; 40.23; Lev 24.5-9. 25.31-40: Ex 37.17-24. 
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The altar 71 EXODUS 27 
15 "And you shall make upright ark of the testimony in the most holy 

frames for the tabernacle of acacia place. 35And you shall set the table out
wood. 16 Ten cubits shall be the length side the veil, and the lampstand on the 
of a frame, and a cubit and a h3lf the south side of the tabernacle opposite the 
breadth of each frame. 11 There shall be table; and you shall put the table on the 
two tenons in each frame, for fitting to- north side. 
gethcr; so shall you do for all the frames 36 "And you shall make a screen for 
of the tabernacle. 18 You shall make the the door of the tent, of blue and purple 
frames for the tabernacle: twenty and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, 
frames for the south side; 19 and forty embroidered with needlework. 37And 
bases of silver you shall make under the you shall make for the screen five pillars 
twenty frames, two bases under one of acacia, and overlay them with gold; 
frame for its two tenons, and two bases their hooks shall be of gold, and you 
under another frame for its two tenons; shall cast five bases of bronze for them. 
20 and for the second side of the taber- 27 "You shall make the altar of 
nacle, on the north side twenty frames, acacia wood, five cubits long and 
21 and their forty bases of silver, two five cubits broad; the altar shall be 
bases under one frame, and two bases square, and its height shall be three 
under another frame; 22 and for the rear cubits. 2And you shall make horns for 
of the tabernacle westward you shall it on its four corners; its horns shall be 
make six frames. 23And you shall make of one piece with it, and you shall over
two frames for corners of the tabernacle lay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots 
in the rear; 24 they shall be separate for it to receive its ashes, and shovels 
beneath, but joined at the top, at the and basins and forks and firepans; all its 
first ring; thus shall it be with both of utensils you shall make of bronze. 4 You 
them; they shall form the two corners. shall also make for it a grating, a net-
25And there shall be eight frames, with work of bronze; and upon the net you 
their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two shall make four bronze rings at its four 
bases under one frame, and two bases corners. 5And you shall set it under the 
under another frame. ledge of the altar so that the net shall ex-

26 "And you shall make bars of tend halfway down the altar. 6And you 
acacia wood, five for the frames of the shall make poles for the altar, poles of 
one side of the tabernacle, 21 and five acacia wood, and overlay them with 
bars for the frames of the other side of bronze; 7 and the poles shall be put 
the tabernacle, and five bars for the through the rings, so that the poles shall 
frames of the side of the tabernacle at be upon the two sides of the altar, when 
the rear westward. 28 The middle bar, it is carried. s You shall make it hollow, 
halfway up the frames, shall pass with boards; as it has been shown you 
through from end to end. 2'1 You shall on the mountain, so shall it be made. 
overlay the frames with gold, and shall 9 "You shall make the court of the 
make their rings of gold for holders for tabernacle. On the south side the court 
the bars; and you shall overlay the bars shall have hangings of fine twined linen 
with gold. 30And you shall erect the a hundred cubits long for one side; 
tabernacle according to the plan for it 10 their pillars shall be twenty and their 
which has been shown you on the bases twenty, of bronze, but the hooks 
mountain. of the pillars and their fillets shall be of 

11 "And you shall make a veil of blue silver. llAnd likewise for its length on 
and purple and scarlet stuff and fine the north side there shall be hangings a 
twined linen; in skilled work shall it be hundred cubits long, their pillars 
made, with cherubim; 32 and you shall twenty and their bases twenty, of 
hang it upon four pillars of acacia over- bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and 
laid with gold, with hooks of gold, upon their fillets shall be of silver. 12And for 
four bases of silver. 33And you shall the breadth of the court on the west side 
hang the veil from the clasps, and bring there shall be hangings for fifty cubits, 
the ark of the testimony in thither with- with ten pillars and ten bases. 13 The 
in the veil; and the veil shall separate for breadth of the court on the front to the 
you the holy place from the most holy. east shall be fifty cubits. 14 The hang
·14 You shall put the mercy seat upon the ings for the one side of the gate shall be 
26.15-29: Ex 36.20-34. 26.31-37: Ex 36.35-38. 27.1-8: Ex 38.1-7. 27.9-19: Ex 38.9-20. 



EXODUS 27 72 Garments for the priests 
fifteen cubits, with three pillars and materials, of gold, blue and purple and 
three bases. 15 On the other side the scarlet stuff, and fine twined linen. 9And 
hangings shall be fifteen cubits, with you shall take two onyx stones, and en
three pillars and three bases. 16 For the grave on them the names of the sons of 
gate of the court there shall be a screen Israel, Io six of their names on the one 
twenty cubits long, of blue and purple stone, and the names of the remaining 
and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, six on the other stone, in the order of 
embroidered with needlework; it shall their birth. 1 IAs a jeweler engraves 
have four pillars and with them four signets, so shall you engrave the two 
bases. 17 All the pillars around the court stones with the names of the sons of 
shall be filleted with silver; their hooks Israel; you shall enclose them in settings 
shall be of silver, and their bases of of gold filigree. 12And you shall set the 
bronze. I H The length of the court shall two stones upon the shoulder-pieces of 
be a hundred cubits, the breadth fifty, the ephod, as stones of remembrance for 
and the height five cubits, with hangings the sons of Israel; and Aaron shall bear 
of fine twined linen and bases of bronze. their names before the LORD upon his 
l'lAll the utensils of the tabernacle for two shoulders for remembrance. UAnd 
every use, and all its pegs and all the you shall make settings of gold filigree, 
pegs of the court, shall be of bronze. 14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted 

20 "And you shall command the like cords; and you shall attach the 
people of Israel that they bring to you corded chains to the settings. 
pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a 15 "And you shall make a breast
lamp may be set up to burn continually. piece of judgment, in skilled work; lik.: 
21 In the tent of meeting, outside the veil the work of the ephod you shall make 
which is before the testimony, Aaron it; of gold, blue and purple and scarlet 
and his sons shall tend it from evening stuff, and fine twined linen shall you 
to morning before the LORD. It shall be make it. 16 It shall be square and double, 
a statute for ever to be observed a span its length and a span its breadth. 
throughout their generations by the 17And you shall set in it four rows of 
people of Israel. stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and 

28 "Then bring near to you Aaron carbuncle shall be the first row; 18 and 
your brother, and his sons with the second row an emerald, a sapphire, 

him, from among the people of Israel, and a diamond; 19 and the third row a 
to serve me as priests-Aaron and jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 
Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abi'hu, 20 and rhe fourth row a beryl, an onyx, 
Elea'zar and lth'amar. 2And you shall and a jasper; they shall be sec in gold 
make holy garments for Aaron your filigree. 21 There shall bc rwelve stones 
brorher, for glory and for beauty. 3And with their names according to the names 
you shall speak to all who have ability, of the sons of Israel; they shall be like 
whom I have endowed with an able signets, each engraved with its name, 
mind, that they make Aaron's garments for the twelve tribes. 22And you shall 
to consecrate him for my priesthood. make for the breastpiece twisred chaim 
4 These are the garments which they like cords, of pure gold; 23 and you shall 
shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a make for the breastpiece two rings of 
robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, gold, and put the two rings on the two 
and a girdle; they shall make holy edges of the breastpiece. 2~And you 
garments for Aaron your brother and shall put the two cords of gold in the 
his sons to serve me as priests. two rings at the edges of the breasr-

5 "They shall receive gold, blue and piece; 2s the two ends of the two cords 
purple and scarlet scuff, and fine twined you shall attach to the two settings of 
linen. 6And they shall make the ephod filigree, and so attach it in front to the 
of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet shoulder-pieces of the ephod. 26And you 
stuff, and of fine twined linen, skilfully shall make two rings of gold, and puc 
worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder- them at the two ends of the breastpiece. 
pieces attached to its two edges, that it on its inside edge next to the ephod. 
may be joined together. HAnd the skil- 27And you shall make two rings of gold, 
fully woven band upon it, to gird it on, and attach them in front to the lower 
shall be of the same workmanship and part of the two shoulder-pieces of rhe 
27.20-21: Lev 24.1-4. 28.6-12: Ex JQ.2-7. 28.15-28: Ex 39.8-21. 



"Holy to the LoRD" 73 EXODUS 29 
ephod, at its joining above the skilfully your brother, and upon his sons with 
woven band of the ephod. 2XAnd they him, and shall anoint them and ordain 
shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to them and consecrate them, that they 
the rings of the ephod with a lace of may serve me as priests. 42And you shall 
blue, that it may lie upon the skilfully make for them linen breeches to cover 
woven band of the ephod, and that the their naked flesh; from the loins to the 
breastpiece shall not come loose from thighs they shall reach; 43 and they shall 
the ephod. 29 So Aaron shall bear the be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, 
names of the sons of Israel in the breast- when they go into the tent of meeting, 
piece of judgment upon his heart, when or when they come near the altar to 
he goes into the holy place, to bring minister in the holy place; lest they 
them to continual remembrance before bring guilt upon themselves and die. 
the LORD. 3tJAnd in the breastpiece of This shall be a perpetual statute for him 
judgment you shall put the Urim and and for his descendants after him. 
the Thummim, and they shall be upon 29 "Now this is what you shall 
Aaron's heart, when he goes in before do to them to consecrate them, 
the LORD; thus Aaron shall bear the that they may serve me as priests. Take 
judgment of the people of Israel upon one young bull and two rams without 
h1' heart before the LORD continu- blemish, 2 and unleavened bread, un
ally. leavened cakes mixed with oil, and un-

31 "And you shall make the robe of leavened wafers spread with oil. You 
the ephod all of blue. 32 It shall have in shall make them of fine wheat flour. 
it an opening for the head, with a woven 3And you shall put them in one basket 
binding around the opening, like the and bring them in the basket, and bring 
opening in a garment,!' that it may not the bull and the two rams. 4 You shall 
be torn. ll On its skirts you shall make bring Aaron and his sons to the door of 
pomegranates of blue and purple and the tent of meeting, and wash them with 
scarlet stuff, around its skirts, with bells water. SAnd you shall take the garments, 
of gold between them, .l4 a golden bell and put on Aaron the coat and the robe 
and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a of the ephod, and the ephod, and the 
pomegranate, round about on the skirts breastpiece, and gird him with the skil
of the robe. JS And it shall be upon fully woven band of the ephod; 6 and 
Aaron when he ministers, and its sound you shall set the turban on his head, and 
shall be heard when he goes into the put the holy crown upon the turban. 
holy place before the LORD, and when 7And you shall take the anointing oil, 
he comes out, lest he die. and pour it on his head and anoint him. 

36 "And you shall make a plate of H Then you shall bring his sons, and put 
pure gold, and engrave on it, like the coats on them, 9 and you shall gird them 
engraving of a signet, 'Holy to the with girdlesQ and bind caps on them; 
LORD.' .l7And you shall fasten it on the and the priesthood shall be theirs by a 
turban by a lace of blue; it shall be on perpetual statute. Thus you shall ordain 
the front of the turban. Jx It shall be Aaron and his sons. 
upon Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall 10 "Then you shall bring the bull be
take upon himself any guilt incurred in fore the tent of meeting. Aaro~ and his 
the holy offering which the people of sons shall lay their hands upon the head 
Israel hallow as their holy gifts; it shall of the bull, 11 and you shall kill the bull 
alway~ be upon his forehead, that they before the LORD, at the door of the tent 
may be accepted before the LORD. of meeting, 12 and shall take part of the 

39 "And you shall weave the coat in blood of the bull and put it upon the 
checker work of fine linen, and you shall horns of the altar with your finger, and 
make a turban of fine linen, and you the rest of' the blood you shall pour out 
shall make a girdle embroidered with at the base of the altar. 13And you shall 
needlework. take all the fat that covers the entrails, 

40 "And for Aaron's sons you shall and the appendage of the liver, and the 
make coats and girdles and caps; you two kidneys with the fat that is on them, 
shall make them for glory and beauty. and burn them upon the altar. 14 But the 
41 And you shall put them upon Aaron flesh of the bull, and its skin, and its 
I' The Heb~ew word is of uncertain meaning ''Gk: Heb girdles, Aaron arid his sons ,- Heb all 
28.31-34: Ex 19.22-26. 28.36-37: Ex 39.30-31. 28.~9-40, 42: Ex 39.27-29. 29.1-37: Lev 8.1-34. 



EXODUS 29 74 Ordination of priests 
dung, you shall burn with fire outside 
the camp; it is a sin offering. 

15 "Then you shall take one of the 
rams, and Aaron and his sons shall lay 
their hands upon the head of the ram, 
16 and you shall slaughter the ram, and 
shall take its blood and throw it against 
the altar round about. 17 Then you shall 
cut the ram into pieces, and wash its 
entrails and its legs, and put them with 
its pieces and its head, I H and burn the 
whole ram upon the altar; it is a burnt 
offering to the LORD; it is a pleasing 
odor, an offering by fire to the LORD. 

19 "You shall take the other ram; and 
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands 
upon the head of the ram, 20 and you 
shall kill the ram, and take part of its 
blood and put it upon the tip of the right 
ear of Aaron and upon the tips of the 
right ears of his sons, and upon the 
thumbs of their right hands, and upon 
the great toes of their right feet, and 
throw the rest of the blood against the 
altar round about. 21 Then you shall 
take part of the blood that is on the 
altar, and of the anointing oil, and 
sprinkle it upon Aaron and his gar
ments, and upon his sons and his sons' 
garments with him; and he and his gar
ments shall be holy, and his sons and his 
sons' garments with him. 

22 "You shall also take the fat of the 
ram, and the fat tail, and the fat that 
covers the entrails, and the appendage 
of the liver, and the two kidneys with 
the fat that is on them, and the right 
thigh (for it is a ram of ordination), 
2.1 and one loaf of bread, and one cake of 
bread with oil, and one wafer, out of the 
basket of unleavened bread that is be
fore the LORD; 24 and you shall put all 
these in the hands of Aaron and in the 
hands of his sons, and wave them for a 
wave offering before the LORD. 25 Then 
you shall take them from their hands, 
and burn them on the altar in addition 
to the burnt offering, as a pleasing odor 
before the LORD; it is an offering by fire 
to the LORD. 

26 "And you shall take the breast of 
the ram of Aaron's ordination and wave 
it for a wave offering before the LORD; 
and it shall be your portion. 27And you 
shall consecrate the breast of the wave 
offering, and the thigh of the priests' 
portion, which is waved, and which is 
offered from the ram of ordination, 
29.18: Eph 52; Ph;I ·1.18. 29.38-42: Num 28.3-R. 

since It ts for Aaron and for his sons. 
2H It shall be for Aaron and his sons as a 
perpetual due from the people of Israel, 
for it is the priests' portion to be offered 
by the people of Israel from their peace 
offerings; it is their offering to the 
LORD. 

29 "The holy garments of Aaron shall 
be for his sons after him, to be anointed 
in them and ordained in them. JO The 
son who is priest in his place shall wear 
them seven days, when he comes into 
the tent of meeting to minister in the 
holy place. 

31 "You shall take the ram of ordina
tion, and boil its flesh in a holy place; 
32 and Aaron and his sons shall eat the 
flesh of the ram and the bread that is in 
the basket, at the door of the tent of 
meeting. ll They shall eat those things 
with which atonement was made, to 
ordain and consecrate them, but an out
sider shall not eat of them, because they 
are holy. l4And if any of the flesh for the 
ordination, or of the bread, remain until 
the morning, then you shall burn the re
mainder with fire; it shall not be eaten, 
because it is holy. 

35 "Thus you shall do to Aaron and 
to his sons, according to all that I have 
commanded you; through seven days 
shall you ordain them, _\6 and every day 
you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for 
atonement. Also you shall offer a sin 
offering for the altar, when you make 
atonement for it, and shall anoint it, to 
consecrate it. l 7 Seven days you shall 
make atonement for the altar, and con
secrate it, and the altar shall be most 
holy; whatever touches the altar shall 
become holy. 

38 "Now this is what vou shall offer 
upon the altar: two lambs- a year old day 
by day continually. JY One lamb you 
shall offer in the morning, and the other 
lamb you shall offer in the evening; 
40 and with the first lamb a tenth meas
ure of fine flour mingled with a fourth 
of a hin of beaten oil, and a fourth of a 
hin of wine for a libation. 41And the 
other lamb you shall offer in the eve
ning, and shall offer with it a cereal 
offering and its libation, as in the morn
ing, for a pleasing odor, an offering 
by fire to the LORD. 42 It shall be a con
tinual burnt offering throughout your 
generations at the door of the tent of 
meeting before the LORD, where I will 



Atonement money 75 EXODUS 30 
meer with you, co speak chere co you. cwemy gerahs), half a shekel as an of-
43 There I will meer with che people of fering co che LORD. 14 Every one who is 
Israel, and ic shall be sanctified by my numbered in rhe census, from twemy 
glory; 44 I will consecrace che cent of years old and upward, shall give che 
meering and che altar; Aaron also and LORD'S offering. Is The rich shall nor 
his sons I will consecrace, to serve me give more, and che poor shall nor give 
as priesrs. 45And I will dwell among che less, than che half shekel, when you give 
people of Israel, and will be their God. che LORD'S offering to make atonement 
46And chey shall know chat I am the for yourselves. 1°And you shall take che 
LORD cheir God, who brought them aconemem money from che people of 
forch our of che land of Egypc char I Israel, and shall appoint it for che 
mighc dwell among chem; I am the service of the rem of meering; chat ic 
LORD cheir God. may bring che people of Israel co re-

30 "You shall make an altar co membrance before the LORD, so as co 
burn incense upon; of acacia make aconemem for yourselves." 

wood shall you make it. 2A cubic shall 17 The LORD said co Moses, 18 "You 
be ics lengch, and a cubic ics breadth; it shall also make a !aver of bronze, with 
shall be square, and cwo cubits shall be its base of bronze, for washing. And you 
ics heighc; ics horns shall be of on..e shall puc it becween che tem of meecing 
piece wich ic. 3And you shall overlay ic and the altar, and you shall put wacer 
wich pure gold, ics cop and irs sides in ic, 19 wich which Aaron and his sons 
round about and ics horns; and you shall shall wash cheir hands and their feec. 
make for ic a molding of gold round 20 When chey go imo che rem of meer
abouc. 4And cwo golden rings shall you ing, or when they come near che alcar co 
make for it; under ics molding on rwo minister, to burn an offering by fire to 
opposire ~ides of ic shall you make them, rhe LORD, they shall wash with wacer, 
and chey shall be holders for poles wich Iese they die. 21 They shall wash cheir 
which co carry ic. s You shall make che hands and cheir feet, lest chey die: it 
poles of acacia wood, and overlay them shall be a scacuce for ever to them, even 
wich gold. 6And you shall puc ic before to him and co his descendants through
che veil char is by che ark of che cesci- out cheir generations." 
mony, before che mercy sear char is over 22 Moreover, the LORD said co 
che cescimony, where I will meec wich Moses, 23 "Take rhe finesc spices: of 
you. 7And Aaron shall burn fragrant liquid myrrh five hundred shekels, and 
incense on it; every morning when he of sweec-smelling cinnamon half as 
dresses che lamps he shall burn it, 8 and much, that is, two hundred and fifty, 
when Aaron secs up rhe lamps in the and of aromatic cane cwo hundred and 
evening, he shall burn ic, a perpetual in- fifcy, 24 and of cassia five hundred, ac
cense before the LORD rhroughour your cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
generarions. 9 You shall offer no unholy and of olive oil a hin; 25 and you shall 
incense rhcreon, nor burnc offering, nor make of these a sacred anointing oil 
cereal offering; and you shall pour no blended as by rhe perfumer; a holy 
libacion chcreon. IOAaron shall make anoiming oil ic shall be. 26And you shall 
aroncmenc upon ics horns once a year; anoint wich it rhe tent of meecing and 
with rhc blood of che sin offering of rhe ark of the cesrimony, 27 and the cable 
aconement he shall make atonement for and all ics utensils, and the lampstand 
ic once in che year throughout your and irs utensils, and the altar of incense, 
generations; ic is most holy co the 28 and the altar of burnt offering wich all 
LORD." its utensils and the !aver and its base; 

11 The LORD said to Moses, 12 "When 29 you shall consecrace chem, thac chey 
you rake rhc census of the people of may be most holy; whatever couches 
Israel, then each shall give a ransom for chem will become holy. 30And you shall 
himself co rhe LORD when you number anoint Aaron and his sons, and con
rhcm, chat rhere be no plague among secrate them, thac they may serve me as 
chem when you number them. 13 Each priescs. 31And you shall say co che 
who is numbered in the census shall people of Israel, 'This shall be my holy 
give chis: half a shekel according co the anointing oil chroughouc your genera
shekcl of the sanccuary (chc shekel is tions. 32 It shall nor be poured upon che 
30.1-5: EK l7.25-2B. 30.11-16: Ex 38.25-26. 30.18: Ex 38.B. 30.22-33: Ex 37.29. 



EXODUS 30 76 The golden calf 
bodies of ordinary men, and you shall 
make no other like it in composition; it 
is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 
33 Whoever compounds any like it or 
whoever puts any of it on an outsider 
shall be cut off from his people.' " 

34 And the LORD said to Moses, 
"Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, 
and galbanum, sweet spices with pure 
frankincense (of each shall there be an 
equal part), 35 and make an incense 
blended as by the perfumer, seasoned 
with salt, pure and holy; 36 and you 
shall beat some of it very small, and put 
part of it before the testimony in the 
tent of meeting where I shall meet with 
you; it shall be for you most holy .. \7And 
the incense which you shall make ac
cording to its composition, you shall not 
make for yourselves; it shall be for you 
holy to the LORD. 38 Whoever makes any 
like it to use as perfume shall be cut off 
from his people." 

31 The LORD said to Moses, 
2 "See, I have called by name 

Bez'alel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah: 3 and I have filled 
him with the Spirit of God, with ability 
and intelligence, with knowledge and all 
craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic de
signs, to work in gold, silver, and 
bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, 
and in carving wood, for work in every 
craft. 6And behold, I have appointed 
with him Oho'liab, the son of Ahis'
amach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have 
given to all able men ability, that they 
may make all that I have commanded 
you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark 
of the testimony, and the mercy seat 
that is thereon, and all the furnishings of 
the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and 
the pure lampstand with all its utensils, 
and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar 
of burnt offering with all its utensils, 
and the !aver and its base, 10 and the 
finely worked garments, the holy gar
ments for Aaron the priest and the gar
ments of his sons, for their service as 
priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the 
fragrant incense for the holy place. Ac
cording to all that I have commanded 
you they shall do." 

12 And the LoRD said to Moses, 
13 "Say to the people of Israel, 'You 
shall keep my sabbaths, for this is a sign 
between me and you throughout your 

generations, that you may know that I, 
the LORD, sanctify you. 14 You shall 
keep the sabbath, because it is holy for 
you; every one who profanes it shall be 
put to death ; whoever does any work 
on it, that soul shall be cut off from 
among his people. 15 Six days shall work 
be done, but the seventh day is a sab
bath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD; 
whoever does any work on the sabbath 
day shall be put to death. 16 Therefore 
the people of Israel shall keep the sab
bath, observing the sabbath throughout 
their generations, as a perpetual cove
nant. 17 It is a sign for ever between me 
and the people of Israel that in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, and 
on the seventh day he rested, and was 
refreshed.' " 

18 And he gave to Moses, when he 
had made an end of speaking with him 
upon Mount Sinai, the two tables of the 
testimony, tables of stone, written with 
the finger of God. 

32 When the people saw that 
Moses delayed to come down 

from the mountain, the people gathered 
themselves together to Aaron, and said 
to him, "Up, make us gods, who shall 
go before us; as for this Moses, the man 
who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has be
come of him." 2And Aaron said to them, 
"Take off the rings of gold which are in 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and 
your daughters, and bring them to me." 
3 So all the people took off the rings of 
gold which were in their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. •And he re
ceived the gold at their hand, and 
fashioned it with a graving tool, and 
made a molten calf; and they said, 
"These are your gods, 0 Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!" 5 When Aaron saw this, he 
built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation and said, "Tomorrow 
shall be a feast to the LORD." 6And they 
rose up early on the morrow, and of
fered burnt offerings and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to 
eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

7 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go 
down; for your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, 
have corrupted themselves; 8 they have 
turned aside quickly out of the way 

31.1-6: Ex 35.30-36.1. 31.12-17: Ex 20.B; 21.12; 35.2; Deur 5.12-15. 32.1-6: Ac" 7.40-~I. 
32.6: I Cor I0.7. 



"Who is on the LoRo's side?" 
which I commanded them; they have 
made for themselves a molten calf, and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, 
and said, 'These are your gods, 0 
Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt ! ' " 9 And the LORD said 
to Moses, '~I have seen this people, and 
behold, it is a stiff-necked people; 
10 now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I 
may consume them; but of you I will 
make a great nation." 

11 But Moses besought the LORD his 
God, and said, "O LORD, why does thy 
wrath burn hot against thy people, 
whom thou hast brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the 
Egyptians say, 'With evil intent did he 
bring them forth, to slay them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth'? Turn from thy 
fierce wrath, and repent of this evil 
against thy people. 13 Remember Abra
ham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to 
whom thou didst swear by thine own 
self, and didst say to them, 'I will 
multiply your descendants as the stars 
of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descend
ants, and they shall inherit it for ever.' " 
14And the LORD repented of the evil 
which he thought to do to his people. 

15 And Moses turned, and went 
down from the mountain with the two 
tables of the testimony in his hands, 
tables that were written on both sides; 
on the one side and on the other were 
they written. I6And the tables were the 
work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables. 
1 7 When Joshua heard the noise of the 
people as they shouted, he said to 
Moses, "There is a noise of war in the 
camp." 18 But he said, "It is not the 
sound of shouting for victory, or the 
>ound of the cry of defeat, but the 
sound of singing that I hear." IYAnd as 
soon as he came near the camp and saw 
the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger 
burned hot, and he threw the tables out 
of his hands and broke them at the foot 
of the mountain. 2UAnd he took the calf 
which they had made, and burnt it with 
fire, and ground it to powder, and scat
tered it upon the water, and made the 
people of Israel drink it. 
'Gk Vg St·e Tg: Heb ordain yourselvc.~ 

77 EXODUS 32 
21 And Moses said to Aaron, "What 

did this people do to you that you have 
brought a great sin upon them?" 22And 
Aaron said, "Let not the anger of my 
lord burn hot; you know the people, 
that they are set on evil. 2.l For they said 
to me, 'Make us gods, who shall go be
fore us; as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of 
him.' 24And I said to them, 'Let any 
who have gold take it off'; so they gave 
it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and 
there came out this calf.'' 

25 And when Moses saw that the 
people had broken loose (for Aaron had 
let them break loose, to their shame 
among their enemies), 26 then Moses 
stood in the gate of the camp, and said, 
"Who is on the LORD's side? Come to 
me." And all the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves together to him. 27 And he 
said to them, "Thus says the LORD God 
of Israel, 'Put every man his sword on 
his side, and go to and fro from gate to 
gate throughout the camp, and slay 
every man his brother, and every man 
his companion, and every man his 
neighbor.' " 28And the sons of Levi did 
according to the word of Moses; and 
there fell of the people that day about 
three thousand men. 29And Moses said, 
"Today you have ordained yourselves·' 
for the service of the LORD, each one at 
the cost of his son and of his brother, 
that he may bestow a blessing upon you 
this day.'' 

30 On the morrow Moses said to the 
people, "You have sinned a great sin. 
And now I will go up to the LORD; per
haps I can make atonement for your 
sin." .11 So Moses returned to the LORD 
and said, "Alas, this people have sinned 
a great sin; they have made for them
selves gods of gold. 32 But now, if thou 
wilt forgive their sin-and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book which 
thou hast written." .l.l But the LoRD said 
to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against 
me, him will I blot out of my book. 
.l4 But now go, lead the people to the 
place of which I have spoken to you; 
behold, my angel shall go before 
you. Nevertheless, in the day when 
I visit, I will visit their sin upon 
them.'' 

35 And the LORD sent a plague upon 
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the people, because they made the calf 
which Aaron made. 

33 The LORD said to Moses, "De
part, go up hence, you and the 

people whom you have brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, to the land of 
which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, saying, 'To your descendants I 
will give it.' 2And I will send an angel 
before you, and I will drive out the 
Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, 
the Per'izzites, the Hivitcs, and the 
Jeb'usites .. \Go up to a land flowing 
with milk and honey; but I will not go 
up among you, lest I consume you in the 
way, for you are a stiff-necked people." 

4 When the people heard these evil 
tidings, they mourned; and no man put 
on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had 
said to Moses, ''Say to the people of 
Israel, 'You are a stiff-necked people; 
if for a single moment I should go up 
among you, I would consume you. So 
now put off your ornaments from you, 
that I may know what to do with you.' " 
6 Therefore the people of Israel stripped 
themselves of their ornaments, from 
Mount Horeb onward. 

7 Now Moses used to take the tent 
and pitch it outside the camp, far off 
from the camp; and he called it the tent 
of meeting. And every one who sought 
the LORD would go out to the tent of 
meeting, which was outside the camp. 
~ Whenever Moses went out to the tent, 
all the people rose up, and every man 
stood at his tent door, and looked after 
Moses, until he had gone into the tent. 
9 When Moses entered the tent, the 
pillar of cloud would descend and stand 
at the door of the tent, and the LORD 
would speak with Moses. IOAnd when 
all the people saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the door of the tent, all the 
people would rise up and worship, every 
man at his tent door. 11 Thus the LORD 
used to speak to Moses face to face, as a 
man speaks to his friend. When Moses 
turned again into the camp, his servant 
Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, 
did not depart from the tent. 

12 Moses said to the LORD, "See, 
thou sayest to me, 'Bring up this peo
ple'; but thou hast not let me know 
whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou 
hast said, 'I know you by name, and you 
have also found favor in my sight.' 

The tenc of meeting 
13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have 
found favor in thy sight, show me now 
thy ways, that I may know thee and find 
favor in thy sight. Consider too that this 
nation is thy people." l4And he said, 
"My presence will go with you, and I 
will give you rest." "And he said to 
him, "If thy presence will not go with 
me, do not carry us up from here. lo For 
how shall it be known that I have found 
favor in thy sight, I and thy people? Is 
it not in thy going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and thy people, from all other 
peoplt' that are upon the face of the 
earth?" 

17 And the LORD said to Moses, 
"This very thing that you have spoken 
I will do; for you have found favor in 
my sight, and I know you by name." 
18 Moses said, "I pray thee, show me 
thy glory." 19And he said, "I will make 
all my goodness pass before you, and 
will proclaim before you my name 'The 
LORD'; and I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. 20 But," he 
said, "you cannot see my face; for man 
shall not see me and live." 21And the 
LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by 
me where you shall stand upon the rock; 
22 and while my glory passes by I will 
put you in a deft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have 
passed by; 23 then I will take away my 
hand, and you shall see my back; but 
my face shall not be seen." 

34 The LORD said to Moses, "Cut 
two tables of stone like the first; 

and I will write upon the tables the 
words that were on the first tables, which 
you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning. 
and come up in the morning to Mount 
Sinai, and present yourself there to me 
on the top of the mountain. J No man 
shall come up with you, and let no man 
be seen throughout all the mountain; let 
no flocks or herds feed before that moun
tain." 4 So Moses cut two tables of 
stone like the first; and he rose early in 
the morning and went up on Mount 
Sinai, as the LORD had commanded 
him, and took in his hand two tables of 
stone. 'And the LORD descended in the 
cloud and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD. 0 The 
LORD passed before him, and pro
claimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God 

33.3: Acls 7.51. 33.11: Num 12.8; Dcut 34.10. 33.19: Rom 9.15. 
34.6: Num 14.18; Nch 9.17; Ps 86.15; 103.8; 145.8; Jon 4.2. 



The covenant renewed 79 EXODUS 34 
men.:iful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans
gression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the in
iquity of the fathers upon the children 
and the children's children, to the third 
and the fourth generation." KAnd 
Moses made haste to bow his head 
wward the earth, and worshiped. '1And 
he 'aid, "If now I have found favor in 
thy sight, 0 Lord, let the Lord, I pray 
thee, go in the midst of us, although it is 
a stiff-necked people; and pardon our 
iniquity and our sin, and take us for thy 
inheritance." 

IO And he said, "Behold, I make a 
covenant. Before all your people I will 
do marvels, such as have not been 
wrought in all the earth or in any na
tion ; and all the people among whom 
you arc shall sec the work of the LORD; 
for it is a terrible thing that I will do 
with you. 

11 "Observe what I command you 
this day. Behold, I will drive out before 
you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Per'izzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jeb'usitcs. 12 Take heed to yourself, 
lest you make a covenant with the in
habitants of the land whither you go, 
lest it become a snare in the midst of 
you. Ll You shall tear down their altars, 
and break their pillars, and cut down 
their Ashe'rim 14 (for you shall worship 
no other god, for the LORD, whose name 
is Jealous, is a jealous God), IS lest you 
make a covenant with the inhabitants of 
the land, and when they play the harlot 
after their gods and sacrifice to their 
gods and one invites you, you eat of his 
sacrifice, 1" and you take of their daugh
ters for your sons, and their daughters 
play the harlot after their gods and make 
your sons play the harlot after their 
gods. 

17 "You shall make for yourself no 
molten gods. 

18 "The feast of unleavened bread 
you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, 
at the time appointed in the month 
Abib; for in the month Abib you came 
out from Egypt. •~All that opens the 
r (Jk Tht.'Odo1ion Vg Tg: Heb unccrrain 1 Heh words 

womb is mine, all your male' cattle, 
the firstlings of cow and sheep. 20 The 
firstling of an ass you shall redeem with 
a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you 
shall break its neck. All the first-born of 
your sons you shall redeem. And none 
shall appear before me empty. 

21 "Six days you shall work, but on 
the seventh day you shall rest; in plow
ing time and in harvest you shall rc't. 
22And you shall observe the feast of 
weeks, the first fruits of wheat harvest, 
and the feast of ingathering at the year's 
end. 2.1 Three times in the year shall all 
your males appear before the LORD 
God, the God of Israel. 24 For I will cast 
out nations before you, and enlarge your 
borders; neither shall any man desire 
your land, when you go up to appear 
before the LORD your God three times 
in the year. 

25 "You shall not offer the blood of 
my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall 
the sacrifice of the feast of the passover 
be left until the morning. 26 The first of 
the first fruits of your ground you shall 
bring to the house of the LORD your 
God. You shall not boil a kid in its 
mother's milk." 

27 And the LORD said to Moses, 
"Write these words; in accordance with 
these words I have made a covenant 
with you and with Israel." 28And he was 
there with the LORD forty days and forty 
nights; he neither ate bread nor drank 
water. And he wrote upon the tables the 
words of the covenant, the ten com
mandments.' 

29 When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai, with the two tables of the 
testimony in his hand as he came down 
from the mountain, Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone because 
he had been talking with God .. 10And 
when Aaron and all the people of Israel 
saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face 
shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him. JI But Moses called to them; 
and Aaron and all the leaders of the con
gregation returned to him, and Moses 
talked with them. 32And afterward all 
the people of Israel came near, and he 
gave them in commandment all that 
the LORD had spoken with him in 
Mount Sinai. JJAnd when Moses had 
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EXODUS 34 80 Ofjering to the LoRD 
finished speaking with them, he put a ministering in the holy place, the holy 
veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses garments for Aaron the priest, and the 
went in before the LORD to speak with garments of his sons, for their service as 
him, he took the veil off, until he came priests." 
out; and when he came out, and told the 20 Then all the congregation of the 
people of Israel what he was com- people of Israel departed from the 
manded, 35 the people of Israel saw the presence of Moses. 21And they came, 
face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' every one whose heart stirred him, and 
face shone; and Moses would put the every one whose spirit moved him, and 
veil upon his face again, until he went brought the LoRD's offering to be used 
in to speak with him. for the tent of meeting, and for all its 

35 Moses assembled all the con- service, and for the holy garments. 22 So 
gregation of the people of Israel, they came, both men and women; all 

and said to them, "These are the things who were of a willing heart brought 
which the LORD has commanded you to brooches and earrings and signet rings 
do. 2 Six days shall work be done, but on and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, 
the seventh day you shall have a holy every man dedicating an offering of gold 
sabbath of solemn rest to the LORD; to the LORD. 23And every man with 
whoever does any work on it shall be put whom was found blue or purple or 
to death; 3 you shall kindle no fire in all scarlet stuff or fine linen or goats' hair 
your habitations on the sabbath day." or tanned rams' skins or goatskins, 

4 Moses said to all the congregation brought them. 24 Every one who could 
of the people of Israel, "This is the make an offering of silver or bronze 
thing which the LORD has commanded. brought it as the LoRD's offering; and 
5 Take from among you an offering to every man with whom was found acacia 
the LORD; whoever is of a generous wood of any use in the work, brought 
heart, let him bring the LoRD's offering: it. 25And all women who had abilitv 
gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue and spun with their hands, and brought 
purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined what they had spun in blue and purple 
linen; goats' hair, 7 tanned rams' skins, and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen; 
and goatskins; acacia wood, 8 oil for the 26 all the women whose hearts were 
light, spices for the anointing oil and for moved with ability spun the goats' hair. 
the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones 27 And the leaders brought onyx stones 
and stones for sening, for the ephod and and stones to be set, for the ephod and 
for the breastpiece. for the breastpiece, 28 and spices and oi I 

10 "And let every able man among for the light, and for the anointing oil. 
you come and make all that the LORD and for the fragrant incense. 29All the 
has commanded: the tabernacle, 11 its men and women, the people of Israel, 
tent and its covering, its hooks and its whose heart moved them to bring any
frames, its bars, its pillars, and its thing for the work which the LORD had 
bases; 12 the ark with its poles, the commanded by Moses to be done, 
mercy seat, and the veil of the screen; brought it as their freewill offering to 
13 the table with its poles and all its the LORD. 
utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 30 And Moses said to the people ol 
14 the lampstand also for the light, with Israel, "See, the LORD has called by 
its utensils and its lamps, and the oil name Bez'alel the son of Uri, son of 
for the light; 15 and the altar of incense, Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 and he ha' 
with its poles, and the anointing oil and filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
the fragrant incense, and the screen for ability, with intelligence, with knowl
the door, at the door of the tabernacle; edge, and with all craftsmanship, .\2 to 
16 the altar of burnt offering, with its devise artistic designs, to work in gold 
grating of bronze, its poles, and all its and silver and bronze, -1·1 in cutting 
utensils, the !aver and its base; 17 the stones for sening, and in carving wood, 
hangings of the court, its pillars and its for work in every skilled craft .. l.!And he 
bases, and the screen for the gate of the has inspired him to teach, both him and 
court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and Oho'liab the son of Ahis'amach of the 
the pegs of the court, and their cords; tribe of Dan .. \5 He has filled them with 
l<J the finely wrought garments for ability to do every sort of work done by 
35.2-3: Ex 21.12; 11.12-17; 11.21; D<ul 5.12-15 35.4-9: Ex 25.1-9. 35.30-36.1: Ex ll.1-0. 



Making of the tabernacle 81 EXODUS 36 
a craftsman or by a designer or by an hair for a tent over the tabernacle; he 
embroiderer in blue and purple and made eleven curtains. IS The length of 
scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, or by each curtain was thirty cubits, and the 
a weaver-by any sort of workman or breadth of each curtain four cubits; the 

36 skilled designer. I Bez'alel and eleven curtains had the same measure. 
Oho'liab and every able man in 16 He coupled five curtains by them

whom the LORD has put ability and in- selves, and six curtains by themselves. 
telligence to know how to do any work 17 And he made fifty loops on the edge of 
in the construction of the sanctuary the outmost curtain of the one set, and 
shall work in accordance with all that fifty loops on the edge of the other con
the LORD has commanded." necting curtain. IBAnd he made fifty 

2 And Moses called Bez'alel and clasps of bronze to couple the tent to
Oho'liab and every able man in whose gether that it might be one whole. 19And 
mind the LORD had put ability, every he made for the tent a covering of 
one whose heart stirred him up to come tanned rams' skins and goatskins. 
to do the work; 3 and they received from 20 Then he made the upright frames 
Moses all the freewill offering which the for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 
people of Israel had brought for doing 21 Ten cubits was the length of a frame, 
the work on the sanctuary. They still and a cubit and a half the breadth of 
kept bringing him freewill offerings each frame. 22 Each frame had two 
every morning, 4 so that all the able men tenons, for fitting together; he did this 
who were doing every sort of task on the for all the frames of the tabernacle. 
sanctuary came, each from the task that 23 The frames for the tabernacle he 
he was doing, s and said to Moses, "The made thus: twenty frames for the south 
people bring much more than enough side; 24 and he made forty bases of silver 
for doing the work which the LORD has under the twenty frames, two bases 
commanded us to do." 6 So Moses gave under one frame for its two tenons, and 
command, and word was proclaimed two bases under another frame for Its 
throughout the camp, "Let neither man two tenons. 25And for the second side of 
nor woman do anything more for the the tabernacle, on the north side, he 
offering for the sanctuary." So the peo- made twenty frames 26 and their forty 
pie were restrained from bringing; 7 for bases of silver, two bases under one 
the stuff they had was sufficient to do frame and two bases under another 
all the work, and more. frame. 27And for the rear of the taber-

8 And all the able men among the nacle westward he made six frames. 
workmen made the tabernacle with ten 28And he made two frames for corners 
curtains; they were made of fine twined of the tabernacle in the rear. 29And they 
linen and blue and purple and scarlet were separate beneath, but joined at the 
stuff, with cherubim skilfully worked. top, at the first ring; he made two of 
9 The length of each curtain was twenty- them thus, for the two corners. 30 There 
eight cubits, and the breadth of each were eight frames with their bases of 
curtain four cubits; all the curtains had silver: sixteen bases, under every frame 
the same measure. two bases. 

10 And he coupled five curtains to 31 And he made bars of acacia wood, 
one another, and the other five curtains five for the frames of the one side of the 
he coupled to one another. llAnd he tabernacle, 32 and five bars for the 
made loops of blue on the edge of the frames of the other side of the taber
outmost curtain of the first set; like- nacle, and five bars for the frames of the 
wise he made them on the edge of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 33And 
outmost curtain of the second set; 12 he he made the middle bar to pass through 
made fifty loops on the one curtain, and from end to end halfway up the frames. 
he made fifty loops on the edge of the 34And he overlaid the frames with gold, 
curtain that was in the second set; the and made their rings of gold for holders 
loops were opposite one another. 1.IAnd for the bars, and overlaid the bars with 
he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled gold. 
the curtains one to the other with 35 And he made the veil of blue and 
clasps; so the tabernacle was one whole. purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined 

14 He also made curtains of goats' linen; with cherubim skilfully worked 
36.8-19: Ex 26.1-14. 36.20-34: Ex 26.15-29. 36.35-38: Ex 2fi.31-37. 
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he made ic. .16And for it he made four 
pillars of acacia, and overlaid them with 
gold; their hooks were of gold, and he 
cast for them four bases of silver. 37 He 
also made a screen for the door of the 
tent, of blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff and fine twined linen, embroidered 
with needlework; JX and its five pillars 
with their hooks. He overlaid their 
capitals, and their fillets were of gold, 
but their five bases were of bronze. 

37 Bez'alel made the ark of acacia 
wood; two cubits and a half was 

its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, 
and a cubit and a half its heighc. 2And 
he overlaid it with pure gold within and 
without, and made a molding of gold 
around ic. l And he cast for it four rings 
of gold for its four corners, two rings on 
its one side and two rings on its other 
side. 4And he made poles of acacia 
wood, and overlaid them with gold, 
' and put the poles into the rings on the 
sides of the ark, to carry the ark. 6And 
he made a mercy seat of pure gold ; two 
cubits and a half was its length, and a 
cubit and a half its breadth. 7And he 
made two cherubim of hammered gold; 
on the two ends of the mercy seat he 
made them, x one cherub on the one 
end, and one cherub on the other end; 
of one piece with the mercy seat he 
made the cherubim on its two ends. 
'J The cherubim spread out their wings 
above, overshadowing the mercy seat 
with their wings, with their faces one to 
another; toward the mercy seat were the 
faces of the cherubim. 

10 He also made the table of acacia 
wood; two cubits was its length, a cubit 
its breadth, and a cubit and a half its 
height; 11 and he overlaid it with pure 
gold, and made a molding of gold 
around ic. 12And he made around it a 
frame a handbreadth wide, and made a 
molding of gold around the frame. ll He 
cast for it four rings of gold, and fas
tened the rings to the four corners at its 
four legs. 14 Close to the frame were the 
rings, as holders for the poles to carry 
the table. IS He made the poles of acacia 
wood to carry the table, and overlaid 
them with gold. 16And he made the 
vessels of pure gold which were to be 
upon the table, its plates and dishes for 
incense, and its bowls and flagons with 
which to pour libations. 

Altars of the tabernacle 
17 He also made the lampstand of 

pure gold. The base and the shaft of the 
lampstand were made of hammered 
work; its cups, its capitals, and its 
flowers were of one piece with ic. 18And 
there· were six branches going out of its 
sides, three branches of the lampstand 
out of one side of it and three branches 
of the lampstand out of the other side of 
it; 19 three cups made like almonds, 
each with capital and flower, on one 
branch, and three cups made like 
almonds, each with capital and flower, 
on the other branch-so for the six 
branches going out of the lampstand. 
20And on the lampstand itself were four 
cups made like almonds, with their 
capitals and flowers, 21 and a capital of 
one piece with it under each pair of the 
six branches going out of ic. 22 Their 
capitals and their branches were of one 
piece with it; the whole of it was one 
piece of hammered work of pure gold. 
2lAnd he made its seven lamps and its 
snuffers and its trays of pure gold. 
24 He made it and all its utensils of a 
talent of pure gold. 

25 He made the altar of incense of 
acacia wood; its length was a cubit, and 
its breadth was a cubit; it was square, 
and two cubits was its height; its horns 
were of one piece with it. 26 He overlaid 
it with pure gold, its top, and its sides 
round about, and its horns; and he 
made a molding of gold round about it. 
27 and made two rings of gold on it 
under its molding, on two opposite 
sides of it, as holders for the poles with 
which to carrv it. 28And he made the 
poles of acacia- wood, and overlaid them 
with gold. 

29 He made the holy anointing oil 
also, and the pure fragrant incense, 
blended as by the perfumer. 

38 He made the altar of burnt 
offering also of acacia wood; five 

cubits was its length, and five cubits its 
breadth; it was square, and three cubits 
was its height. 2 He made horns for it on 
its four corners; its horns were of one 
piece with it, and he overlaid it with 
bronze. lAnd he made all the utensils of 
the altar, the pots, the shovels, the 
basins, the forks, and the firepans: all 
its utensils he made of bronze. 4And he 
made for the altar a grating, a network 
of bronze, under its ledge, extending 
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Court of the tabernacle 83 EXODUS 39 
halfway down. 5 He cast four rin~s on of che Levites under che direction of 
che four corners of the bronze graung as Ith'amar che son of Aaron the priest. 
holders for che poles; 6 he made the 22 Bez' ale I the son of Uri, son of Hur, of 
poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them the tribe of Judah, made all that che 
with bronze. ?And he put the poles LORD commanded Moses; 23 and wich 
through the rings on che sides of the him was Oho'liab the son of Ahis'
alcar, co carry it with chem; he made ic amach, of che tribe of Dan, a craftsman 
hollow, with boards. and designer and embroiderer in blue 

8 And he made the !aver of bronze and purple and scarlet scuff and fine 
and ics base of bronze, from the mirrors twined linen. 
of che ministering women who minis- 24 All the gold thac was used for the 
cered ac che door of the cent of meec- work, in all the construction of the 
ing. sanctuary, the gold from the offering, 

9 And he made the court; for the was twenty-nine talents and seven hun
south side che hangings of the court dred and thirty shekels, by the shekel of 
were of fine twined linen, a hundred the sanctuary. 25And the silver from 
cubics; 1 o their pillars were twenty and chose of the congregation who were 
cheir bases twenty, of bronze, bur che numbered was a hundred talents and a 
hooks of che pillars and their fillers were thousand seven hundred and seventy
of silver. 1 lAnd for the north side a five shekels, by the shekel of the sanc
hundred cubics, their pillars twenty, cuary: 26 a beka a head (that is, half a 
their bases twenty, of bronze, but the shekel, by che shekel of che sanctuary), 
hooks ofche pillars and their fillets were for every one who was numbered in the 
of silver. 12And for the west side were census, from twenty years old and up
hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, ward, for six hundred and three thou
and their sockets ten; the hooks of the sand, five hundred and fifty men. 27 The 
pillars and their fillets were of silver. hundred talents of silver were for cast-
13And for the front to the east, fifty ing the bases of the sanctuary, and the 
cubits. 14 The hangings for one side of bases of the veil; a hundred bases for the 
the gate were fifteen cubits, with three hundred talents, a talent for a base. 
pillars and three bases. 15And so for the 28And of the thousand seven hundred 
other side; on this hand and that hand and seventy-five shekels he made hooks 
by the gate of the court were hangings of for the pillars, and overlaid their capitals 
fifteen cubits, with three pillars and and made fillers for chem. 2YAnd the 
three bases. 16All the hangings round bronze that was contributed was seventv 
about the court were of fine twined talents, and two thousand and four hun-_ 
linen. 17 And the bases for the pillars dred shekels; 30 with it he made the 
were of bronze, but the hooks of the bases for the door of the tent of meeting, 
pillars and their fillets were of silver; the the bronze altar and the bronze grating 
overlaying of their capitals was also of for it and all the utensils of the altar, 
silver, and all the pillars of the court 31 the bases round about the court, and 
were filleted with silver. 18And the the bases of the gate of the court, all the 
screen for the gate of the court was em- pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs 
broidered with needlework in blue and round about the court. 
purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined 39 And of the blue and purple and 
linen; it was twenty cubits long and five scarlet stuff they made finely 
cubits high in its breadth, corresponding wrought garments, for ministering in 
to the hangings of the court. l 9 And their the holy place; they made the holy gar
pillars were four; their four bases were ments for Aaron; as the LORD had com
of bronze, their hooks of silver, and the mantled Moses. 
overlaying of their capitals and their 2 And he made the ephod of gold, 
fillets of silver. 20And all the pegs for the blue and purple and scarlet scuff, and 
tabernacle and for the court round fine twined linen. 3And gold leaf was 
about were of bronze. hanunered out and cut into threads to 

21 This is the sum of the things for work into the blue and purple and the 
the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the scarlet stuff, and into the fine twined 
testimony, as they were counted at the linen, in skilled design. 4 They made for 
commandment of Moses, for the work the ephod shoulder-pieces, joined to it 
38.8: l!x J0.18. 38.8-20: Ex 27.9-19. 38.ZS-Z8: Ex J0.11-16. 38.Z-7: Ex 28.6-12. 
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at its two edges. SAnd the skilfully 
woven band upon it, to gird it on, was 
of the same materials and workmanship, 
of gold, blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff, and fine twined linen; as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 

6 The onyx stones were prepared, 
enclosed in settings of gold filigree and 
engraved like the engravings of a signet, 
according to the names of the sons of 
Israel. 7 And he set them on the shoul
der-pieces of the ephod, to be stones of 
remembrance for the sons of Israel; as 
the LORD had commanded Moses. 

8 He made the breastpiece, in skilled 
work, like the work of the ephod, of 
gold, blue and purple and scarlet stuff, 
and fine twined linen. 9 It was square; 
the breastpiece was made double, a span 
its length and a span its breadth when 
doubled. IDAnd they set in it four rows 
of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and 
carbuncle was the first row; 11 and the 
second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and 
a diamond; 12 and the third row, a ja
cinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13 and 
the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a 
jasper; they were enclosed in settings of 
gold filigree. 14 There were twelve 
stones with their names according to the 
names of the sons of Israel; they were 
like signets, each engraved with its 
name, for the twelve tribes. 15And they 
made on the breastpiece twisted chains 
like cords, of pure gold; 16 and they 
made two settings of gold filigree and 
two gold rings, and put the two rings on 
the two edges of the breastpiece ; I 7 and 
they put the two cords of gold in the 
two rings at the edges of the breast
r.iece. 18 Two ends of the two cords 
they had attached to the two settings of 
filigree; thus they attached it in front to 
the shoulder-pieces of the ephod. 
19 Then they made two rings of gold, 
and put them at the two ends of the 
breastpiece, on its inside edge next to 
the ephod. 20And they made two rings 
of gold, and attached them in front to 
the lower part of the two shoulder
pieces of the ephod, at its joining above 
the skilfully woven band of the ephod. 
21And they bound the breastpiece by its 
rings to the rings of the ephod with a 
lace of blue, so that it should lie upon 
the skilfully woven band of the ephod, 
and that the breastpiece should not 

Ephod and breastpiece 
come loose from the ephod; as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 

22 He also made the robe of the ephod 
woven all of blue; 23 and the opening of 
the robe in it was like the opening in a 
garment, with a binding around the 
opening, that it might not be torn. 24 On 
the skirts of the robe they made pome
granates of blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff and fine twined linen. 25 They also 
made bells of pure gold, and put the 
bells between the pomegranates upon 
the skirts of the robe round about, be
tween the pomegranates; 26 a bell and a 
pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate 
round about upon the skirts of the robe 
for ministering; as the LORD had com
manded Moses. 

27 They also made the coats, woven 
of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 
28 and the turban of fine linen, and the 
caps of fine linen, and the linen breeches 
of fine twined linen, 29 and the girdle of 
fine twined linen and of blue and purple 
and scarlet stuff, embroidered with 
needlework; as the LORD had com
manded Moses. 

30 And they made the plate of the 
holy crown of pure gold, and wrote 
upon it an inscription, like the engrav
ing of a signet. "Holy to the LORD." 
31And they tied to it a lace of blue, to 
fasten it on the turban above; as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 

32 Thus all the work of the taber
nacle of the tent of meeting was fin
ished; and the people of Israel had done 
according to all that the LORD had com
manded Moses ; so had they done. 
33And they brought the tabernacle to 
Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its 
hooks, its frames, its bars, its pillars, and 
its bases ; 34 the covering of tanned 
rams' skins and goatskins, and the veil 
of the screen; 35 the ark of the testi
mony with its poles and the mercy seat; 
-16 the table with all its utensils, and the 
bread of the Presence; .\ 7 the lampstand 
of pure gold and its lamps with the 
lamps set and all its utensils, and the oil 
for the light; 38 the golden altar, the 
anointing oil and the fragrant incense, 
and the screen for the door of the tent; 
39 the bronze altar, and its grating of 
bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the 
!aver and its base; 40 the hangings of the 
court, its pillars, and its bases, and the 

39.8-21: Ex 28.15-28. 39.22-26: Ex 28.31-34. 39.27-29: Ex 28.39-40, 42. 39.30-31: Ex 28.36-37. 
30.36: Ex 25.30; 40.23; Lev 24.5-9. 
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screen for the gate of the court, its 
cords, and its pegs; and all the utensils 
for the service of the tabernacle, for the 
tent of meeting; 41 the finely worked 
garments for ministering in the holy 
place, the holy garments for Aaron the 
priest, and the garments of his sons to 
serve as priests. 42According to all that 
the LORD had commanded Moses, so 
the people of Israel had done all the 
work. 43And Moses saw all the work, 
and behold, they had done it; as the 
LORD had commanded, so had they 
dom: it. And Moses blessed them. 

40 The LORD said to Moses, 
2 "On the first day of the first 

month you shall erect the tabernacle of 
the tent of meeting. 3And you shall put 
in it the ark of the testimony, and you 
shall screen the ark with the veil. 4And 
you shall bring in the table, and set its 
arrangements in order; and you shall 
bring in the lampstand, and set up its 
lamps. SAnd you shall put the golden 
altar for incense before the ark of the 
testimony, and set up the screen for the 
door of the tabernacle. 6 You shall set 
the altar of burnt offering before the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of 
meeting, 7 and place the !aver between 
the cent of meeting and the altar, and 
puc water in it. 8And you shall set up the 
court round about, and hang up the 
screen for the gate of the courc. 9 Then 
you shall take che anointing oil, and 
anoint the tabernacle and all that is in 
it, and consecrate it and all its furniture; 
and it shall become holy. 10 You shall 
also anoint che altar of burnt offering 
and all its utensils, and consecrate the 
altar; and the altar shall be most holy. 
11 You shall also anoint the laver and its 
base, and consecrate it. 12 Then you 
shall bring Aaron and his sons to the 
door of the tent of meeting, and shall 
wash them with water, 13 and put upon 
Aaron the holy garments, and you shall 
anoint him and consecrate him, that he 
may serve me as priest. 14 You shall 
bring his sons also and put coats on 
them, 15 and anoint them, as you 
anointed their father, that they may 
serve me as priests: and their anointing 
shall admit them to a perpetual priest
hood throughout their generations." 

16 Thus did Moses; according to all 
that the LORD commanded him, so he 

85 EXODUS 40 
did. 17And in the first month in the 
second year, on the first day of the 
month, the tabernacle was erected. 
18 Moses erected the tabernacle; he laid 
its bases, and set up its frames, and put 
in its poles, and raised up its pillars; 
19 and he spread the tent over the taber
nacle, and put the covering of the tent 
over it, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 20And he took the testimony and 
put it into the ark, and put the poles on 
the ark, and set the mercy seat above on 
the ark; 21 and he brought the ark into 
the tabernacle, and set up the veil of the 
screen, and screened the ark of the 
testimony; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 22And he put the table in the 
tent of meeting, on the north side of the 
tabernacle, outside the veil, 23 and set 
the bread in order on it before the 
LORD; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 24And he put the lampstand in 
the tent of meeting, opposite the table 
on the south side of the tabernacle, 
2s and set up the lamps before the 
LORD; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 26And he put the golden altar in 
the tent of meeting before the veil, 
27 and burnt fragrant incense upon it; 
as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
2BAnd he put in place the screen for the 
door of the tabernacle. 29And he set the 
altar of burnt offering at the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and 
offered upon it the burnt offering and 
the cereal offering; as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 30And he set the 
laver between the tent of meeting and 
the altar, and put w::~er in it for wash
ing, .11 with which Moses and Aaron and 
his sons washed their hands and their 
feet ; 32 when they went into the tent of 
meeting, and when they approached the 
altar, they washed; as the LORD com
manded Moses. 33And he erected the 
court round the tabernacle and the 
altar, and set up the screen of the gate of 
the court. So Moses finished the 
work. 

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of 
meeting, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses was 
not able to enter the tent of meeting, 
because the cloud abode upon it, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the taber
nacle .. 16 Throughout all their journeys, 
whenever the cloud was taken up from 

40.23: Ex 25.10; l9.36; Lev 24.S-9. 40.30-32: Ex 30.18-21. 
40.34: Rev I S.B. 
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over the tabernacle, the people of Israel 
would go onward; _17 but if the cloud 
was not taken up, then they did not go 
onward till the day that it was taken up. 

Burnt offerings 
.18 For throughout all their journeys the 
cloud of the LORD was upon the taber
nacle by day, and fire was in it by night, 
in the sight of all the house of Israel. 

THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES 

CL'MMONL Y CALLED 

LEVITICUS 
1 The LORD called Moses, and 

spoke to him from the tent of 
meeting, saying, 2 "Speak to the people 
of Israel, and say to them, When any 
man of you brings an offering to the 
LORD, you shall bring your offering of 
cattle from the herd or from the flock. 

3 "If his offering is a burnt offering 
from the herd, he shall offer a male 
without blemish; he shall offer it at the 
door of the tent of meeting, that he may 
be accepted before the LORD ; 4 he shall 
lay his hand upon the head of the burnt 
offering, and it shall be accepted for him 
to make atonement for him. 5 Then he 
shall kill the bull before the LORD; and 
Aaron's sons the priests shall present 
the blood, and throw the blood round 
about against the altar that is at the door 
of the tent of meeting. 6And he shall 
flay the burnt offering and cut it into 
pieces ; 7 and the sons of Aaron the 
priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay 
wood in order upon the fire; H and 
Aaron's sons the priests shall lay the 
pieces, the head, and the fat, in order 
upon the wood that is on the fire upon 
the altar; 9 but its entrails and its legs 
he shall wash with water. And the priest 
shall burn the whole on the altar, as a 
burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odor to the LoRD. 

10 "If his gift for a burnt offering is 
from the flock, from the sheep or goats, 
he shall offer a male without blemish; 
11 and he shall kill it on the north side 
of the altar before the LORD, and 
Aaron's sons the priests shall throw its 
blood against the altar round about. 
12And he shall cut it into pieces, with its 
head and its fat, and the priest shall lay 
them in order upon the wood that is on 
the fire upon the altar; LI but the en
trails and the legs he shall wash with 
water. And the priest shall offer the 
whole, and burn it on the altar; it is a 

burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odor to the LORD. 

14 "If his offering to the LORD is a 
burnt offering of birds, then he shall 
bring his offering of turtledoves or of 
young pigeons. 15And the priest shall 
bring ic to the altar and wring off its 
head, and burn it on the altar; and its 
blood shall be drained out on the side 
of the altar; 16 and he shall take away its 
crop with the feathers, and cast it beside 
the altar on the east side, in the place 
for ashes; 17 he shall tear it by its wings, 
but shall not divide it asunder. And th<' 
priest shall burn it on the altar, upon the 
wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt 
offering, an offering by fire, a pleasing 
odor to the LORD. 

2 "When any one brings a cereal 
offering as an offering to the LoRn, 

his offering shall be of fine flour; he 
shall pour oil upon it, and put frankin
cense on it, 2 and bring it to Aaron's 
sons the priests. And he shall take from 
it a handful of the fine flour and oil, 
with all of its frankincense; and the 
priest shall bum this as its memorial 
portion upon the altar, an offering hy 
fire, a pleasing odor to the LORD .. IAnJ 
what is left of the cereal offering shall be 
for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy 
part of the offerings by fire to the LORD 

4 "When you bring a cereal offering 
baked in the oven as an offering, it shall 
be unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed 
with oil, or unleavened wafers spread 
with oil. 'And if your offering is a cereal 
offering baked on a griddle, it shall be 
of fine flour unleavened, mixed with 
oil; 6 you shall break it in pieces, and 
pour oil on it; it is a cereal offering 
7 And if your offering is a cereal offering 
cooked in a pan, it shall be made of fim· 
flour with oil. HAnd you shall bring th•· 
cereal offering that is made of thes1· 
things to the LORD; and when it is pre-
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scnted to the priest, he shall bring it to 
the altar. 'I And the priest shall take from 
the cereal offering its memorial portion 
and burn this on the altar, an offering by 
fire, a pleasing odor to the LORD. 10And 
what is left of the cereal offering shall be 
for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy 
part of the offerings by fire to the LORD. 

11 "No cereal offering which you 
bring to the LoRD shall be made with 
leaven; for you shall burn no leaven 
nor any honey as an offering by fire to 
the LORD. 12As an offering of first fruits 
you may bring them to the LORD, but 
they shall not be offered on the altar for 
a pleasing odor. l.l You shall season all 
your cereal offerings with salt; you shall 
not let the salt of the covenant with your 
God be lacking from your cereal offer
ing; with all your offerings you shall 
offer salt. 

14 "If you offer a cereal offering of 
first fruits to the LORD, you shall offer 
for the cereal offering of your first fruits 
crushed new grain from fresh ears, 
parched with fire. ISAnd you shall put 
oil upon it, and lay frankincense on it; 
it is a cereal offering. 16And the priest 
shall bum as its memorial portion part 
of the crushed grain and of the oil with 
all of its frankincense; it is an offering 
by fire to the LORD. 

3 "If a man's offering is a sacrifice 
of peace offering, if he offers an 

animal from the herd, male or female, 
he shall offer it without blemish before 
the LORD. 2And he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of his offering and kill it 
at the door of the tent of meeting; and 
Aaron's sons the priests shall throw the 
blood against the altar round about. 
1And from the sacrifice of the peace of
fering, as an offering by fire to the LORD, 
he shall offer the fat covering the en
trails and all the fat that is on the en
trails, 4 and the two kidneys with the fat 
that is on them at the loins, and the ap
pendage of the liver which he shall take 
away with the kidneys. s Then Aaron's 
sons shall burn it on the altar upon the 
burnt offering, which is upon the wood 
on the fire; it is an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odor to the LORD. 

6 "If his offering for a sacrifice of 
peace offering to the LORD is an animal 
from the flock, male or female, he shall 
offer it without blemish. 7 If he offers a 
J.1-17: l.cv 7.11·18. 
4.2-12: Num 15.27-29. 

lamb for his offering, then he shall offer 
it before the LORD, 8 laying his hand 
upon the head of his offering and killing 
it before the tent of meeting; and 
Aaron's sons shall throw its blood 
against the altar round about. 9 Then 
from the sacrifice of the peace offering 
as an offering by fire co the LORD he 
shall offer its fat, the fat tail entire, tak
ing it away close by the backbone, and 
the fat that covers the entrails, and all 
the fat that is on the entrails, Io and the 
two kidneys with the fat that is on them 
at the loins, and the appendage of the 
liver which he shall take away with the 
kidneys. I IAnd the priest shall burn it 
on the altar as food offered by fire to the 
LORD. 

12 "If his offering is a goat, then he 
shall offer it before the LORD, l.l and 
lay his hand upon its head, and kill it 
before the cent of meeting; and the sons 
of Aaron shall throw its blood against 
the altar round about. 14 Then he shall 
offer from it, as his offering for an offer
ing by fire to the LORD, the fat covering 
the entrails, and all the fat chat is on the 
entrails, IS and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them at the loins, and the 
appendage of the liver which he shall 
take away with the kidneys. loAnd the 
priest shall burn them on the altar as 
food offered by fire for a pleasing odor. 
All fat is the LoRD's. 17 It shall be a per
petual statute throughout your genera
tions, in all your dwelling places, that 
you eat neither fat nor blood." 

4 And the LORD said to Moses, 
2 "Say co the people of Israel, If 

any one sins unwittingly in any of the 
things which the LORD has commanded 
not to be done, and does any one of 
them, ·1 if it is the anointed priest who 
sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, 
then lee him offer for the sin which he 
has committed a young bull without 
blemish to the LORD for a sin offering. 
4 He shall bring the bull to the door of 
the tent of meeting before the LORD, 
and lay his hand on the head of the bull, 
and kill the bull before the LORD. 5And 
the anointed priest shall take some of 
the blood of the bull and bring it to the 
tent of meeting; 0 and the priest shall 
dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle 
part of the blood seven times before the 
LORD in front of the veil of the sane-
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tuary. 7And the priest shall put some of 
the blood on the horns of the altar of 
fragrant incense before the LORD which 
is in the tent of meeting, and the rest of 
the blood of the bull he shall pour out at 
the base of the altar of burnt offering 
which is at the door of the tent of 
meeting. HAnd all the fat of the bull of 
the sin offering he shall take from it, the 
fat that covers the entrails and all the 
fat that is on the entrails, 9 and the two 
kidneys with the fat that is on them at 
the loins, and the appendage of the liver 
which he shall take away with the kid
neys Io (just as these are taken from the 
ox of the sacrifice of the peace offer
ings), and the priest shall burn them 
upon the altar of burnt offering. 11 But 
the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with 
its head, its legs, its entrails, and its 
dung, 12 the whole bull he shall carry 
forth outside the camp to a clean place, 
where the ashes are poured out, and 
shall burn it on a fire of wood; where 
the ashes are poured out it shall be 
burned. 

13 "If the whole congregation of 
Israel commits a sin unwittingly and the 
thing is hidden from the eyes of the 
assembly, and they do any one of the 
things which the LORD has commanded 
not to be done and are guilty; 14 when 
the sin which they have committed be
comes known, the assembly shall offer 
a young bull for a sin offering and bring 
it before the tent of meeting; 15 and rhe 
elders of the congregation shall lay their 
hands upon the head of the bull before 
the LORD, and the bull shall be killed 
before the LORD. 16 Then the anointed 
priest shall bring some of the blood of 
the bull to the tent of meeting, 17 and 
the priest shall dip his finger in the 
blood and sprinkle it seven times before 
the LORD in front of the veil. IHAnd he 
shall put some of the blood on the horns 
of the altar which is in the tent of 
meeting before the LORD; and the rest 
of the blood he shall pour out at the 
base of the altar of burnt offering which 
is at the door of the tent of meeting. 
19 And all its fat he shall take from it 
and burn upon the altar. 20 Thus shall 
he do with the bull; as he did with the 
bull of the sin offering, so shall he do 
with this; and the priest shall make 
atonement for them, and they shall be 
forgiven. 21 And he shall carry forth the 
4.13-21: Num 15.22-l6. 

Sin offerings 
bull outside the camp, and burn it as he 
burned the first bull; it is the sin offer
ing for the assembly. 

22 "When a ruler sins, doing un
wittingly any one of all the things which 
the LORD his God has commanded not 
to be done, and is guilty, 23 if the sin 
which he has committed is made known 
to him, he shall bring as his offering a 
goat, a male without blemish, 24 and 
shall lay his hand upon the head of the 
goat, and kill it in the place where they 
kill the burnt offering before the LORD; 
it is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest 
shall take some of the blood of the sin 
offering with his finger and put it on the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and 
pour out the rest of its blood at the 
base of the altar of burnt offering. 
26And all its fat he shall burn on the 
altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of 
peace offerings; so the priest shall make 
atonement for him for his sin, and he 
shall be forgiven. 

27 "If any one of the common people 
sins unwittingly in doing any one of the 
things which the LORD has commanded 
not to be done, and is guilty, 2~ when 
the sin which he has committed is made 
known to him he shall bring for his 
offering a goat, a female without blem
ish, for his sin which he has committed. 
29And he shall lay his hand on the head 
of the sin offering, and kill the sin offer
ing in the place of burnt offering. 30And 
the priest shall take some of its blood 
with his finger and put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering, and pour 
out the rest of its blood at the base of 
the altar. .11 And all its fat he shall re
move, as the fat is removed from the 
peace offerings, and the priest shall burn 
it upon the altar for a pleasing odor to 
the LORD; and the priest shall make 
atonement for him, and he shall be 
forgiven. 

32 "If he brings a lamb as his offering 
for a sin offering, he shall bring a female 
without blemish, 33 and lay his hand 
upon the head of the sin offering, and 
kill it for a sin offering in the place 
where they kill the burnt offering. 
.\4 Then the priest shall take some of the 
blood of the sin offering with his finger 
and put it on the horns of the altar ol 
burnt offering, and pour our the rest of 
its blood at the base of the altar. 35 And 
all i rs fat he shall remove as the fat of th.: 
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lamb is rcmm'ed from the sacrifice of which he has committed, a tenth of an 
peace offerings, and the priest shall burn ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he 
it on the altar, upon the offerings by fire shall put no oil upon it, and shall put no 
to the LORD; and the priest shall make frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 
atonement for him for the sin which he 12And he shall bring it to the priest, and 
has committed, and he shall be forgiven. the priest shall take a handful of it as its 

5 "If any one sins in that he. hears a memorial portion and burn this on the 
public adjuration to testify and altar, upon the offering by fire to the 

though he is a witness, whether he has LORD; it is a sin offering. 13 Thus the 
seen or come to know the matter, yet priest shall make atonement for him for 
docs not speak, he shall bear his in- the sin which he has committed in any 
iquity. 2 Or if any one touches an un- one of these things, and he shall be 
clean thing, whether the carcass of an forgiven. And the remainder shall be for 
unclean beast or a carcass of unclean the priest, as in the cereal offering." 
cattle or a carcass of unclean swarm- 14 The LoRD said to Moses, 15 "If 
ing things, and it is hidden from him, any one commits a breach of faith and 
and he has become unclean, he shall sins unwittingly in any of the holy 
be guilty .. i Or if he touches human un- things of the LORD, he shall bring, as 
cleanness, of whatever sort the un- his guilt offering to the LORD, a ram 
cleanness may be with which one be- without blemish out of the flock, valued 
comes unclean, and it is hidden from by you in shekels of silver, according to 
him, when he comes to know it he shall the shekel of the sanctuary; it is a guilt 
be guilty.~ Or if any one utters with his offering. 16 He shall also make rescicu
lips a rash oath to do evil or to do good, tion for what he has done amiss in the 
any sort of rash oath that men swear, holy thing, and shall add a fifth to it and 
and it is hidden from him, when he give it to the priest; and the priest shall 
comes to know it he shall in any of these make atonement for him with the ram 
be guilty. s When a man is guilty in of the guilt offering, and he shall be 
any of these, he shall confess the sin he forgiven. 
has committed, hand he shall bring his 17 "If any one sins, doing any of the 
guilt offering to the LORD for the sin things which the LORD has com
which he has committed, a female from manded not to be done, though he does 
the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin not know it, yet he is guilty and shall 
offering; and the priest shall make bear his iniquity. 18 He shall bring to 
atonement for him for his sin. the priest a ram without blemish out of 

7 "But if he cannot afford a lamb, the flock, valued by you at the price for 
then he shall bring, as his guilt offering a guilt offering, and the priest shall 
to the LORD for the sin which he has make atonement for him for the error 
committed, two turtledoves or two which he committed unwittingly, and 
young pigeons, one for a sin offering he shall be forgiven. IY It is a guilt 
and the other for a burnt offering. 8 He offering; he is guilty before the LORD." 
shall bring them to the priest, who shall 6" The LORD said to Moses, 2 "If any 
offer first the one for the sin offering; he one sins and commits a breach of 
shall wring its head from its neck, but faith against the LORD by deceiving his 
'hall not sever ir, 4 and he shall sprinkle neighbor in a matter of deposit or 
some of the blood of the sin offering on security, or through robbery, or if he 
rhe side of the altar, while the rest of has oppressed his neighbor J or has 
rhe blood shall be drained out at the found what was lost and lied about it, 
base of the altar; it is a sin offering. swearing falsely-in any of all the things 
10 Then he shall offer the second for a which men do and sin therein, 4 when 
burnt offering according to the ordi- one has sinned and become guilty, he 
nance; and the priest shall make atone- shall restore what he took by robbery, 
mcnt for him for the sin which he has or what he got by oppression, or the 
committed, and he shall be forgiven. deposit which was committed to him, 

11 "But if he cannot afford two turtle- or the lost thing which he found, s or 
doves or two young pigeons, then he anything about which he has sworn 
shall bring, as his offering for the sin falsely; he shall restore it in full, and 
" Ch 'i.20 in Heb 
8.1-7: EK 22.7-15; Num 5.5-B. 
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shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him shall offer to the LORD on the day when 
to whom it belongs, on the day of his he is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of 
guilt offering. ''And he shall bring to fine flour as a regular cereal offering, 
the priest his guilt offering to the LORD, half of it in the morning and half in the 
a ram without blemish our of the flock, evening. 21 It shall be made with oil on a 
valued by you at the price for a guilt griddle; you shall bring it well mixed, 
offering; 7 and the priest shall make in baked" pieces like a cereal offering, 
atonement for him before the LORD, and offer it for a pleasing odor to the 
and he shall be forgiven for any of the LORD. 22 The priest from among Aaron's 
things which one may do and thereby sons, who is anointed to succeed him, 
become guilty." shall offer it to the LORD as decreed for 

8 ''The LORD said to Moses, 9 "Com- ever; the whole of it shall be burned. 
mand Aaron and his sons, saying, This 2J Every cereal offering of a priest shall 
is the law of the burnt offering. The be wholly burned; it shall not be eaten." 
burnt offering shall be on the hearth 24 The LORD said to Moses, 2s "Say 
upon the altar all night until the morn- to Aaron and his sons, This is the law 
ing, and the fire of the altar shall be of the sin offering. In the place where 
kept burning on it. IOAnd the priest the burnt offering is killed shall the sin 
shall put on his linen garment, and put offering be killed before the LORD; it is 
his linen breeches upon his body, and he most holy. 26 The priest who offers it 
shall take up the ashes to which the fire for sin shall eat it; in a holy place it shall 
has consumed the burnt offering on the be eaten, in the court of the tent of 
altar, and put them beside the altar. meeting. 27 Whateverd touches its flesh 
11 Then he shall put off his garments, shall be holy; and when any of its blood 
and put on other garments, and carry is sprinkled on a garment, you shall 
forth the ashes outside the camp to a wash that on which it was sprinkled in 
clean place. 12 The fire on the altar shall a holy place. 28And the earthen vessel 
be kept burning on it, it shall not go in which it is boiled shall be broken; bur 
out; the priest shall burn wood on it if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, that 
every morning, and he shall lay the shall be scoured, and rinsed in water. 
burnt offering in order upon it, and shall 29 Every male among the priests may 
burn on it the fat of the peace offer- eat of it; it is most holy. JO But no sin 
ings. 1.1 Fire shall be kept burning upon offering shall be eaten from which any 
the altar continually; it shall not go out. blood is brought into the rent of meeting 

14 "And this is the law of the cereal to make atonement in the holy place; it 
offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer shall be burned with fire. 
it before the LORD, in front of the altar. 7 "This is the law of the guilt of-
15 And one shall take from it a handful of fering. It is most holy; 2 in the plan: 
the fine flour of the cereal offering with where they kill the burnt offering they 
its oil and all the frankincense which is shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood 
on the cereal offering, and burn this as shall be thrown on the altar round 
its memorial portion on the altar, a about. 3And all its fat shall be offered, 
pleasing odor to the LORD. 1°And the the far tail, the fat that covers the en
resr of it Aaron and his sons shall eat; it trails, 4 the two kidneys with the far that 
shall be eaten unleavened in a holy is on them at the loins, and the ap
place; in the court of the tent of meeting pendage of the liver which he shall rake 
they shall eat it. 17 It shall not be baked away with the kidneys; s the priest shall 
with leaven. I have given it as their par- burn them on the altar as an offering by 
tion of my offerings by fire; it is a thing fire to the LORD; it is a guilt offering. 
most holy, like the sin offering and the 0 Every male among the priests may 
guilt offering. 18 Every male among the eat of it; it shall be eaten in a holy place; 
children of Aaron may eat of it, as it is most holy. 7 The guilt offering is 
decreed for ever throughout your gener- like the sin offering, there is one law for 
ations, from the LORD's offerings by them; the priest who makes ~ronement 
fire; whoever touches them shall be- with it shall have it. "And the pricsr 
come holy." who offers any man's burnt offering 

19 The LORD said to Moses, 20 "This shall have for himself the skin of the 
is the offering which Aaron and his sons burnt offering which he has offered. 

11 Ch 6.1 in Heb r· Meaning of Heb is uncertain ti Or Who~·iw 
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9 And every cereal offering baked in the 
oven and all that is prepared on a pan or 
a griddle shall belong to the priest "."ho 
offers it. 1 OAnd every cereal offering, 
mixed with oil or dry, shall be for all the 
sons of Aaron, one as well as another. 

11 "And this is the law of the sacrifice 
of peace offerings which one may offer 
to the LORD. 12 If he offers it for a 
thanksgiving, then he shall offer with 
the thank offering unleavened cakes 
mixed with oil, unleavened wafers 
spread with oil, and cakes of fine flour 
well mixed with oil. 13 With the sacrifice 
of his peace offerings for thanksgiving 
he shall bring his offering with cakes of 
leavened bread. 14And of such he shall 
offer one cake from each offering, as an 
offering to the LORD; it shall belong to 
the priest who throws the blood of the 
peace offerings. I 5 And the flesh of the 
sacrifice of his peace offerings for 
thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day 
of his offering; he shall not leave any of 
it until the morning. 16 But if the sacri
fice of his offering is a votive offering or 
a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on 
the day that he offers his sacrifice, and 
on the morrow what remains of it shall 
be eaten, 17 but what remains of the 
flesh of the sacrifice on the third day 
shall be burned with fire. 18 If any of the 
flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering 
is eaten on the third day, he who offers 
it shall not be accepted, neither shall it 
be credited to him; it shall be an abomi
nation, and he who eats of it shall bear 
his iniquity. 

19 "Flesh that ·couches any unclean 
thing shall not be eaten; it shall be 
burned with fire. All who are clean may 
eat flesh, 20 but the person who eats of 
the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORD'S 
peace offerings while an uncleanness is 
on him, that person shall be cut off from 
his people. 21And if any one touches an 
unclean thing, whether the uncleanness 
of man or an unclean beast or any un
clean abomination, and then eats of the 
flesh of the sacrifice of the LoRD's peace 
offerings, that person shall be cut off 
from his people." 

22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 "Say 
to the people of Israel, You shall eat no 
fat, of ox, or sheep, or goat. 24 The 
fat of an animal that dies of itself, and 
the fat of one that is torn by beasts, may 
be put to any other use, but on no ac-
8. t-J&: Ex 29.1-37. 

count shall you eat it. 25 For every per
son who eats of the fat of an animal of 
which an offering by fire is made to the 
LORD shall be cut off from his people. 
26 Moreover you shall eat no blood 
whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, 
in any of your dwellings. 27 Whoever 
eats any blood, that person shall be cut 
off from his people." 

28 The LORD said to Moses, 29 "Say 
to the people of Israel, He that offers 
the sacrifice of his peace offerings to 
the LORD shall bring his offering to the 
LORD; from the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings 30 he shall bring with his own 
hands the offerings by fire to the LORD; 
he shall bring the fat with the breast, 
that the breast may be waved as a wave 
offering before the LORD. 31 The priest 
shall burn the fat on the altar, but the 
breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 
32And the right thigh you shall give to 
the priest as an offering from the sacri
fice of your peace offerings ; 33 he among 
the sons of Aaron who offers the blood 
of the peace offerings and the fat shall 
have the right thigh for a portion. 34 For 
the breast that is waved and the thigh 
that is offered I have taken from the 
people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of 
their peace offerings, and have given 
them to Aaron the priest and to his 
sons, as a perpetual due from the people 
of Israel. 35 This is the portion of 
Aaron and of his sons from the offerings 
made by fire to the LORD, consecrated 
to them on the day they were presented 
to serve as priests of the LORD; 36 the 
LORD commanded this to be given them 
by the people of Israel, on the day that 
they were anointed; it is a perpetual due 
throughout their generations." 

37 This is the law of the burnt offer
ing, of the cereal offering, of the sin 
offering, of the guilt offering, of the 
consecration, and of the peace offerings, 
38 which the LORD commanded Moses 
on Mount Sinai, on the day that he 
commanded the people of Israel to 
bring their offerings to the LORD, in 
the wilderness of Sinai. 

8 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Take 
Aaron and his sons with him, and 

the garments, and the anointing oil, and 
the bull of the sin offering, and the two 
rams, and the basket of unleavened 
bread; 3 and assemble all the congrega
tion at the door of the tent of meeting." 
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4And Moses did as the LORD com
manded him; and the congregation was 
assembled at the door of the tent of 
meeting. 

5 And Moses said to the congrega
tion, "This is the thing which the LORD 
has commanded to be done." 6And 
Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and 
washed them with water. 7And he put 
on him the coat, and girded him with 
the girdle, and clothed him with the 
robe, and put the ephod upon him, and 
girded him with the skilfully woven 
band of the ephod, binding it to him 
therewith. XAnd he placed the breast
piece on him, and in the breastpiece he 
put the Urim and the Thummim. 9And 
he set the turban upon his head, and on 
the turban, in front, he set the golden 
plate, the holy crown, as the LoRD 
commanded Moses. 

10 Then Moses took the anointing 
oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all 
that was in it, and consecrated them. 
"And he sprinkled some of it on the 
altar seven times, and anointed the 
altar and all its utensils, and the !aver 
and its base, to consecrate them. 12And 
he poured some of the anointing oil on 
Aaron's head, and anointed him, to 
consecrate him. 13And Moses brought 
Aaron's sons, and clothed them with 
c"ats, and girded them with girdles, and 
bound caps on them, as the LORD com
manded Moses. 

14 Then he brought the bull of the 
sin offering ; and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands upon the head of the 
bull of the sin offering. lSAnd Moses 
killed it, and took the blood, and with 
his finger put it on the horns of the 
altar round about, and purified the 
altar, and poured out the blood at the 
base of the altar, and consecrated it, to 
make atonement for it. 16And he took 
all the fat that was on the entrails, and 
the appendage of the liver, and the two 
kidneys with their fat, and Moses 
burned them on the altar. 17 But the 
bull, and its skin, and its flesh, and its 
dung, he burned with fire outside the 
camp, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

18 Then he presented the ram of the 
burnt offering; and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on the head of the ram. 
19And Moses killed it, and threw the 
blood upon the altar round about. 20And 
when the ram was cut into pieces, 
Moses burned the head and the pieces 

Consecration of the priests 
and the fat. 21And when the entrails and 
the legs were washed with water, Moses 
burned the whole ram on the altar, as a 
burnt offering, a pleasing odor, an of
fering by fire to the LORD, as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

22 Then he presented the other ram, 
the ram of ordination; and Aaron and 
his sons laid their hands on the head of 
the ram. 2.lAnd Moses killed it, and took 
some of its blood :md put it on the tip 
of Aaron's right ear and on the thumb 
of his right hand and on the great toe of 
his right foot. 24And Aaron's sons were 
brought, and Moses put some of the 
blood on the tips of their right ears and 
on the thumbs of their right hands and 
on the great toes of their right feet; and 
Moses threw the blood upon the altar 
round about. 25 Then he took the fat, 
and the fat tail, and all the fat that was 
on the entrails, and the appendage of 
the liver, and the two kidneys with their 
fat, and the right thigh; 26 and out of the 
basket of unleavened bread which was 
before the LORD he took one unleavened 
cake, and one cake of bread with oil, and 
one wafer, and placed them on the fat 
and on the right thigh; 27 and he put 
all these in the hands of Aaron and in 
the hands of his sons, and waved them 
as a wave offering before the LORD. 
28 Then Moses took them from their 
hands, and burned them on the altar 
with the burnt offering, as an ordination 
offering, a pleasing odor, an offering by 
fire to the LORD. 29And Moses took the 
breast, and waved it for a wave offering 
before the LORD; it was Moses' portion 
of the ram of ordination, as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

30 Then Moses took some of the 
anointing oil and of the blood which 
was on the altar, and sprinkled it upon 
Aaron and his garments, and also upon 
his sons and his sons' garments; so he 
consecrated Aaron and his garments. 
and his sons and his sons' garments 
with him. 

31 And Moses said to Aaron and his 
sons, "Boil the flesh at the door of the 
tent of meeting, and there eat it and the 
bread that is in the basket of ordination 
offerings, as I commanded, saying, 
'Aaron and his sons shall eat it'; J2 and 
what remains of the flesh and the bread 
you shall bum with fire. JJAnd you shall 
not go out from the door of the tent ol 
meeting for seven days, until the days ol 
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your ordination are compl~ted, for it 
will take seven days to ordam you . .>!As 
has been done today, the LORD has com
manded to be done to make atonement 
for you. 35 At the door of the ten~ of 
meeting you shall remam day and rught 
for seven days, performing what the 
LORD has charged, lest you die; for so I 
am conunanded." 36And Aaron and his 
sons did all the things which the LORD 
commanded by Moses. 

9 On the eighth day Moses called 
Aaron and his sons and the elders of 

Israel; 2 and he said to Aaron, "Take 
a bull calf for a sin offering, and a ram 
for a burnt offering, both without 
blemish, and offer them before the 
LORD. >And say to the people of Israel, 
'Take a male goat for a sin offering, and 
a calf and a lamb, both a year old with
out blemish, for a burnt offering, 4 and 
an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to 
sacrifice before the LORD, and a cereal 
offering mixed with oil; for today the 
LORD will appear to you.'" 5And they 
brought what Moses conunanded be
fore the tent of meeting; and all the 
congregation drew near and stood be
fore the LORD. 6And Moses said, "This 
is the thing which the LORD com
manded you to do; and the glory of the 
LORD will appear to you." 7 Then 
Moses said to Aaron, "Draw near to the 
altar, and offer your sin offering and 
your burnt offering, and make atone
ment for yourself and for the people; 
and bring the offering of the people, and 
make atonement for them; as the LORD 
has commanded." 

8 So Aaron drew near to the altar, and 
killed the calf of the sin offering, which 
was for himself. 9And the sons of Aaron 
presented the blood to him, and he 
dipped his finger in the blood and put 
it on the horns of the altar, and poured 
out the blood at the base of the altar; 
10 but the fat and the kidneys and the 
appendage of the liver from the sin 
offering he burned upon the altar, as the 
LORD commanded Moses. 11 The flesh 
and the skin he burned with fire outside 
the camp. 

12 And he killed the burnt offering; 
and Aaron's sons delivered to him the 
blood, and he threw it on the altar round 
about. 13And they delivered the burnt 
offering to him, piece by piece, and the 
head ; and he burned them upon the 
0.18-21: Lev J.1-11. 

altar. 14And he washed the entrails and 
the legs, and burned them with the 
burnt offering on the altar. 

15 Then he presented the people's 
offering, and took the goat of the sin 
offering which was for the people, and 
killed it, and offered it for sin, like the 
first sin offering. 16And he presented the 
burnt offering, and offered it according 
to the ordinance. 17And he presented 
the cereal offering, and filled his hand 
from it, and burned it upon the altar, 
besides the burnt offering of the 
morning. 

18 He killed the ox also and the ram, 
the sacrifice of peace offerings for the 
people; and Aaron's sons delivered to 
him the blood, which he threw upon the 
altar round about, 19 and the fat of the 
ox and of the ram, the fat tail, and that 
which covers the entrails, and the kid
neys, and the appendage of the liver; 
20 and they put the fat upon the breasts, 
and he burned the fat upon the altar, 
21 but the breasts and the right thigh 
Aaron waved for a wave offering before 
the LORD; as Moses commanded. 

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands 
toward the people and blessed them; 
and he came down from offering the 
sin offering and the burnt offering and 
the peace offerings. 23And Moses and 
Aaron went into the tent of meeting; 
and when they came out they blessed 
the people, and the glory of the LORD 
appeared to all the people. 24And fire 
came forth from before the LoRD and 
consumed the burnt offering and the fat 
upon the altar; and when all the people 
saw it, they shouted, and fell on their 
faces. 

lo Now Nadab and Abi'hu, the 
sons of Aaron, each took his 

censer, and put fire in it, and laid in
cense on it, and offered unholy fire be
fore the LORD, such as he had not com
manded them. 2And fire came forth 
from the presence of the LORD and de
voured them, and they died before the 
LORD. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, 
"This is what the LORD has said, 'I will 
show myself holy among those who are 
near me, and before all the people I will 
be glorified.' " And Aaron held his 
peace. 

4 And Moses called Mish'a-el and 
Elza'phan, the sons of Uz'ziel the uncle 
of Aaron, and said to them, "Draw near, 
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carry your brechren from before che 
sanccuary our of che camp." s So chey 
drew near, and carried them in cheir 
coats our of the camp, as Moses had 
said. 6And Moses said to Aaron and co 
Elea'zar and Ith'amar, his sons, "Do 
nor let the hair of your heads hang loose, 
and do not rend your cloches, lest you 
die, and lest wrach come upon all che 
congregation; bur your brethren, che 
whole house of Israel, may bewail che 
burning which the LORD has kindled. 
7 And do not go our from che door of che 
cenc of meecing, lest you die; for che 
anointing oil of che LORD is upon you." 
And chey did according to che word of 
Moses. 

8 And the LORD spoke co Aaron, say
ing, 9 "Drink no wine nor scrong drink, 
you nor your sons with you, when you 
go into the cent of meeting, lest you die; 
it shall be a scacuce for ever throughouc 
your generations. 10 You are co dis
cinguish between the holy and the 
common, and between the unclean and 
che clean; ll and you are to teach the 
people of Israel all the scatuces which 
che LORD has spoken co them by 
Moses." 

12 And Moses said to Aaron and to 
Elea'zar and lch'amar, his sons who 
were left, "Take the cereal offering chat 
remains of che offerings by fire to the 
LORD, and ear ic unleavened beside the 
alcar, for it is mosc holy ; l3 you shall eat 
it in a holy place, because ic is your due 
and your sons' due, from the offerings 
by fire to the LORD; for so I am com
manded. 14 But the breast char is waved 
and the chigh that is offered you shall ear 
in any clean place, you and your sons 
and your daughcers wich you; for rhey 
are given as your due and your sons' 
due, from the sacrifices of che peace 
offerings of the people of Israel. ts The 
chigh char is offered and rhe breasc char 
is waved they shall bring with che of
ferings by fire of che far, co wave for a 
wave offering before che LORD, and ic 
shall be yours, and your sons' wich you, 
as a due for ever; as the LORD has com
manded." 

16 Now Moses diligencly inquired 
about che goac of the sin offering, and 
behold, it was burned! And he was 
angry wich Elea'zar and lch'amar, che 
sons of Aaron who were left, saying, 
t 7 "Why have you nor eaten the sin 

Law of eating holy things 
offering in che place of che sanctuary, 
since it is a thing mosc holy and has been 
given to you that you may bear the 
iniquity of the congregation, to make 
atonement for them before the LORD? 
18 Behold, its blood was not brought in
to the inner part of the sanctuary. You 
certainly ought to have eaten it in the 
sanctuary, as I commanded." l9And 
Aaron said to Moses, "Behold, today 
they have offered their sin offering and 
their burnt offering before the LORD ; 
and yet such things as these have be
fallen me! If I had eaten the sin offer
ing today, would it have been acceptable 
in the sight of the LoRD?" 20And when 
Moses heard that, he was content. 

11 And the LORD said to Moses 
and Aaron, 2 "Say co the people 

of Israel, These are the living things 
which you may eat among all the beasts 
that are on che earth. 3 Whatever pans 
the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews 
the cud, among the animals, you may 
eat. 4 Nevenheless among chose that 
chew the cud or pan the hoof, you shall 
not eat these: The camel, because it 
chews the cud but does not pan the 
hoof, is unclean to you. 5And the rock 
badger, because it chews the cud but 
does not pan the hoof, is unclean to you. 
6And the hare, because it chews the 
cud bur does not pan the hoof, is un
clean to you. 7And the swine, because 
it parts che hoof and is cloven-footed 
but does not chew the cud, is unclean 
to you. 8 Of their flesh you shall not 
eat, and their carcasses you shall not 
touch; they are unclean to you. 

9 "These you may eat, of all chat arc 
in the waters. Everything in the waters 
that has fins and scales, whether in the 
seas or in the rivers, you may eac. to But 
anything in the seas or the rivers thai 
has not fins and scales, of the swarming 
creacures in the waters and of the li\·ing 
creatures that are in the waters, is an 
abomination to you. l l They shall re
main an abomination to you; of their 
flesh you shall not eat, and their car
casses you shall have in abomination. 
12 Everything in the waters chat has not 
fins and scales is an abomination co you. 

13 "And these you shall have in 
abomination among the birds, tht'I' 
shall not be eaten, chey are an abomina
tion: the eagle, the vulture, the osprey, 
14 the kite, che falcon according to its 

10.9: Ezek 44.21. 10.12-13: Lev 6.14-IB. 10.14-15: Lev 7.30-J~. 11.2-47: Dcut l~.l-21. 
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kind 15 every raven according to its come, shall be unclean; and all drink 
kind' 16 the ostrich, the nighthawk, the which may be drunk from every such 
sea ~l, the hawk according to its kind, vessel shall be unclean. 35And every-
17 the owl, the cormorant, the ibis, IH the thing upon which any part of their 
water hen, the pelican, the carrion carcass falls shall be unclean; whether 
vulture, 19 the stork, the heron accord- oven or stove, it shall be broken in 
ing to its kind, the hoopoe, and the bat. pieces; they are unclean, and shall be 

20 "All winged insects that go upon unclean to you. 36 Nevertheless a spring 
all fours are an abomination to you. or a cistern holding water shall be clean; 
21 Yet among the winged insects that go but whatever touches their carcass shall 
on all fours you may eat those which be unclean. 37And if any part of their 
have legs above their feet, with which to carcass falls upon any seed for sowing 
leap on the earth. 22 Of them you may that is to be sown, it is clean; 3H but if 
eat: the locust according to its kind, the water is put on the seed and any part of 
bald locust according to its kind, the their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to 
cricket according to its kind, and the you. 
grasshopper according to its kind. 39 "And if any animal of which you 
23 But all other winged insects which may eat dies, he who touches its carcass 
have four feet are an abomination to shall be unclean until the evening, 
you. 40 and he who eats of its carcass shall 

24 "And by these you shall become wash his clothes and be unclean until 
unclean; whoever touches their carcass the evening; he also who carries the 
shall be unclean until the evening, carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
25 and whoever carries any part of their unclean until the evening. 
carcass shall wash his clothes and be 41 "Every swarming thing that 
unclean until the evening. 26 Every swarms upon the earth is an abomina
animal which parts the hoof but is not tion; it shall not be eaten. 42 Whatever 
cloven-footed or does not chew the cud goes on its belly, and whatever goes on 
is unclean to you; every one who all fours, or whatever has many feet, 
touches them shall be unclean. 27And all the swarming things that swarm 
all that go on their paws, among the upon the earth, you shall not eat; for 
animals that go on all fours, are unclean they are an abomination. 43 You shall 
to you; whoever touches their carcass not make yourselves abominable with 
shall be unclean until the evening, any swarming thing that swarms; and 
2H and he who carries their carcass shall you shall not defile yourselves with 
wash his clothes and be unclean until them, lest you become unclean. 44 ror I 
the evening; they arc unclean to you. am the LORD your God; consecrate 

29 "And these are unclean to you yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I 
among the swarming things that swarm am holy. You shall not defile yourselves 
upon the earth: the weasel, the mouse, with any swarming thing that crawls 
the great lizard according to its kind, upon the earth. 45 For I am the LORD 
.lo the gecko, the land crocodile, the who brought you up out of the land of 
lizard, the sand lizard, and the cha- Egypt, to be your God; you shall there
meleon. 31 These are unclean to you fore be holy, for I am holy." 
among all that swarm; whoever touches 46 This is the law pertaining to beast 
them when they are dead shall be un- and bird and every living creature that 
clean until the evening. 32And anything moves through the waters and every 
upon which any of them falls when they creature that swarms upon the earth, 
are dead shall be unclean, whether it is 47 to make a distinction between the 
an article of wood or a garment or a skin unclean and the clean and between the 
or a sack, any vessel that is used for any living creature that may be eaten and 
purpose; it must be put into water, and the living creature that may not be 
it shall be unclean until the evening; eaten. 
then it shall be clean. 33And if any of 12 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say 
them falls into any earthen vessel, all to the people of Israel, If a wom
that is in it shall be unclean, and you an conceives, and bears a male child, 
shall break it. 34Any food in it which then she shall be unclean seven days; 
may be eaten, upon which water may as at the time of her menstruation, she 
11.44-45: Lev 19.2; 20.7, 26; I Pet 1.16. 12.1-8: Lk 2.22-24. 



LEVITICUS 12 96 Purification of women 
shall be unclean. 3And on rhe eighrh day 
rhe flesh of his foreskin shall be cir
cumcised. 4 Then she shall continue for 
thirry-rhree days in rhe blood of her 
purifying; she shall nor couch any 
hallowed rhing, nor come inro rhe 
sancruary, unril rhe days of her purify
ing are complered. 5 Bur if she bears a 
female child, rhen she shall be unclean 
rwo weeks, as in her mensrruation; and 
she shall continue in rhe blood of her 
purifying for sixry-six days. 

6 "And when rhe days of her purify
ing are complered, wherher for a son or 
for a daughrer, she shall bring co rhe 
priesr ar rhe door of rhe rent of meering 
a lamb a year old for a burnr offering, 
and a young pigeon or a rurtledove for a 
sin offering, 7 and he shall offer ir before 
rhe LORD, and make aronement for her; 
rhen she shall be clean from rhe flow of 
her blood. This is rhe law for her who 
bears a child, eirher male or female. 
BAnd if she cannor afford a lamb, then 
she shall take two turtledoves or rwo 
young pigeons, one for a burnt offering 
and rhe other for a sin offering; and rhe 
priest shall make aronement for her, and 
she shall be clean." 

13 The LORD said co Moses and 
Aaron, 2 "When a man has on 

the skin of his body a swelling or an 
eruption or a spor, and it rurns into a 
leprous disease on rhe skin of his body, 
rhen he shall be brought to Aaron the 
priest or to one of his sons the priesrs, 
3 and rhe priest shall examine the dis
eased spot on the skin of his body; and 
if rhe hair in rhe diseased spot has 
turned white and rhe disease appears to 
be deeper rhan rhe skin of his body, iris 
a leprous disease; when the priest has 
examined him he shall pronounce him 
unclean. 4 But if the spot is white in rhe 
skin of his body, and appears no deeper 
rhan the skin, and the hair in it has not 
turned white, the priest shall shut up 
the diseased person for seven days ; 
s and rhe priesr shall examine him on 
rhe sevenrh day, and if in his eyes the 
disease is checked and the disease has 
not spread in the skin, rhen the priest 
shall shut him up seven days more; 
6 and rhe priest shall examine him again 
on the sevenrh day, and if the diseased 
spor is dim and rhe disease has not 
spread in the skin, then the priest shall 
pronounce him clean; it is only an 
eruption; and he shall wash his cloches, 

and be clean. 7 But if rhe eruption 
spreads in the skin, after he has shown 
himself co rhe priest for his cleansing, he 
shall appear again before the priesr; 
8 and rhe priest shall make an examina
tion, and if rhe eruption has spread in 
the skin, then rhe priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is leprosy. 

9 "When a man is afflicted wirh 
leprosy, he shall be brought co rhe 
priest; Io and rhe priesr shall make an 
examination, and if rhere is a white 
swelling in the skin, which has turned 
the hair white, and rhere is quick raw 
flesh in the swelling, 11 ir is a chronic 
leprosy in rhe skin of his body, and rhe 
priesr shall pronounce him unclean; he 
shall not shut him up, for he is unclean. 
12And if rhe leprosy breaks our in rhe 
skin, so that rhe leprosy covers all rhe 
skin of rhe diseased person from head 
co foor, so far as rhe priest can see, 
l.l then rhe priest shall make an exami
nation, and if the leprosy has covered 
all his body, he shall pronounce him 
clean of the disease; ir has all rumed 
whire, and he is clean. 14 Bur when raw 
flesh appears on him, he shall be un
clean. 15And rhe priesr shall examine rht: 
raw flesh, and pronounce him unclean; 
raw flesh is unclean, for ir is leprosy. 
lo Bur if rhe raw flesh turns again and i> 
changed co white, rhen he shall come 
co the priest, 17 and the priesr shall 
examine him, and if the disease has 
rurned whire, then rhe priesr shall pro
nounce the diseased person clean ; he is 
clean. 

18 "And when there is in the skin of 
one's body a boil thar has healed, 19 and 
in the place of the boil rhere comes a 
whire swelling or a reddish-whire spor. 
rhen it shall be shown co the priest ; 
20 and the priest shall make an exami
nation, and if it appears deeper than rhc 
skin and its hair has turned white, rhen 
the priesr shall pronounce him unclean; 
it is the disease of leprosy, ir has broken 
our in the boil. 21 But if the priest ex
amines it, and rhe hair on it is not whire 
and it is not deeper rhan rhe skin, but 
is dim, rhen the priest shall shut him 
up seven days; 22 and if it spreads in rhe 
skin, rhen the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is diseased. 2.1 Bur if rhe 
spot remains in one place and does not 
spread, it is the scar of the boil; and 
the priest shall pronounce him clean. 

24 "Or, when the body has a bum on 
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its skin and the raw flesh of the bum spots, 39 the priest shall make an ex
be.comes a spot, reddish-white or white, amination, and if the spots on the skin 
25 the priest shall examine it, a.nd if th.e of the body are of a dull white, it is 
hair in the spot has turned whne and 1t tetter that has broken out in the skin; 
appears deeper than the skin, then it is he is clean. 
leprosy; it has broken out in the bum, 40 "If a man's hair has fallen from his 
and the priest shall pronounce him un- head, he is bald but he is clean. 4IAnd 
clean; it is a leprous disease. 26 But if the if a man's hair has fallen from his fore
priest examines it, and the hair in the head and temples, he has baldness of the 
spot is not white and it is no deeper forehead but he is clean. 42 But if there 
than the skin, but is dim, the priest shall is on the bald head or the bald forehead 
shut him up seven days, 27 and the a reddish-white diseased spot, it is 
priest shall examine him the seventh leprosy breaking out on his bald head 
day; if it is spreading in the skin, then or his bald forehead. 43 Then the priest 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean; shall examine him, and if the diseased 
it is a leprous disease. 28 But if the spot swelling is reddish-white on his bald 
remains in one place and does not head or on his bald forehead, like the 
spread in the skin, but is dim, it is a appearance of leprosy in the skin of the 
swelling from the burn, and the priest body, 44 he is a leprous man, he is un
shall pronounce him clean; for it is the clean; the priest must pronounce him 
scar of the burn. unclean; his disease is on his head. 

29 "When a man or woman has a 45 "The leper who has the disease 
disease on the head or the beard, 30 the shall wear torn clothes and let the hair 
priest shall examine the disease; and if of his head hang loose, and he shall 
it appears deeper than the skin, and the cover his upper lip and cry, 'Unclean, 
hair in it is yellow and thin, then the unclean.' 46 He shall remain unclean 
priest shall pronounce him unclean; it as long as he has the disease; he is un
is an itch, a leprosy of the head or the clean; he shall dwell alone in a habita
beard .. llAnd if the priest examines the tion outside the camp. 
itching disease, and it appears no deeper 47 "When there is a leprous disease 
than the skin and there is no black hair in a garment, whether a woolen or a 
in it, then the priest shall shut up the linen garment, 48 in warp or woof of 
person with the itching disease for seven linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything 
days, .\2 and on the seventh day the made of skin, 49 if the disease shows 
priest shall examine the disease; and greenish or reddish in the garment, 
if the itch has not spread, and there whether in warp or woof or in skin or 
is in it no yellow hair, and the itch in anything made of skin, it is a leprous 
appears to be no deeper than the skin, disease and shall be shown to the priest. 
.\\ then he shall shave himself, but the SUAnd the priest shall examine the dis
itch he shall not shave; and the priest ease, and shut up that which has the 
shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days; SI then he shall 
disease for seven days more; .l4 and on examine the disease on the seventh day. 
rhe seventh day the priest shall examine If the disease has spread in the garment, 
the itch, and if the itch has not spread in warp or woof, or in the skin, whatever 
in rhe skin and it appears to be no be the use of the skin, the disease is a 
deeper than the skin, then the priest malignant leprosy; it is unclean. S2And 
shall pronounce him clean; and he shall he shall bum the garment, whether 
wash his clothes, and be clean .. \5 But if diseased in warp or woof, woolen or 
the itch spreads in the skin after his linen, or anything of skin, for it is a 
clcaming, ·16 then the priest shall ex- malignant leprosy; it shall be burned in 
amine him, and if the itch has spread the fire. 
in the skin, the priest need not seek for 53 "And if the priest examines, and 
the yellow hair; he is unclean .. \7 But if the disease has not spread in the gar
in his eyes the itch is checked, and ment in warp or woof or in anything of 
black hair has grown in it, the itch is skin, 54 then the priest shall command 
healed, he is clean; and the priest shall that they wash the thing in which is the 
pronounce him clean. disease, and he shall shut it up seven 

38 "When a man or a woman has days more; ss and the priest shall ex
spots on the skin of the body, white amine the diseased thing after it has 
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been washed. And if the diseased spot 
has not changed color, though the 
disease has not spread, it is unclean; you 
shall burn it in the fire, whether the 
lcprow, spot is on the back or on the 
front. 

56 "But if the priest examines, and 
the disease is dim after it is washed, he 
shall tear the spot out of the garment or 
the skin or the warp or woof; s7 then if 
it appears again in the garment, in 
warp or woof, or in anything of skin( it 
is spreading; you shall burn wnh fire 
that in which is the disease. sx But the 
garment, warp or woof, or anything of 
skin from which the disease departs 
when you have washed it, shall then be 
washed a second time, and be clean." 

59 This is the law for a leprous dis
ease in a garment of wool or linen, 
either in warp or woof, or in anything 
of skin, to decide whether it is clean 
or unclean. 

14 The LORD said to Moses, 
2 "This shall be the law of the 

leper for the day of his cleansing. He 
shall be brought to the priest; -' and the 
priest shall go out of the camp, and the 
priest shall make an examination. Then, 
if the leprous disease is healed in the 
leper, •the priest shall command them 
to take for him who is to be cleansed 
two living clean birds and cedarwood 
and scarlet stuff and hyssop; s and the 
priest shall command them to kill one 
of the birds in an earthen vessel over 
running water. 6 He shall take the living 
bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet 
stuff and the hyssop, and dip them and 
the living bird in the blood of the bird 
that was killed over rhe running water; 
7 and he shall sprinkle it seven times 
upon him who is to be cleansed of 
leprosy; rhen he shall pronounce him 
clean, and shall let the living bird go 
into rhe open field. 8And he who is to 
be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and 
shave off all his hair, and bathe himself 
in water, and he shall be clean; and afrer 
rhat he shall come into the camp, but 
shall dwell outside his tent seven days. 
9And on rhe seventh day he shall shave 
all his hair off his head; he shall shave 
off his beard and his eyebrows, all his 
hair. Then he shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe his body in warer, and he 
shall be clean. 

10 "And on the eighth day he shall 
14.2-32: Mi 8.1; Mk 1.44; Lk 5.14; 17.14. 

Cleansing of lepers 
take rwo male lambs without blemish, 
and one ewe lamb a year old without 
blemish, and a cereal offering of three 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil, and one log of oil. llAnd the 
priest who cleanses him shall set rhe 
man who is ro be cleansed and these 
rhings before rhe LORD, at rhe door of 
the rent of meering. 12And rhe priest 
shall take one of the male lambs, and 
offer ir for a guilt offering, along with 
rhe log of oil, and wave rhem for a wave 
offering before the LORD ; 1 J and he shall 
kill the lamb in the place where they kill 
rhe sin offering and the burnt offering, 
in rhe holy place; for the guilr offering, 
like the sin offering, belongs to the 
priest; it is most holy. 14 The priest shall 
rake some of the blood of rhe guilt offer
ing, and the priest shall put it on the 
rip of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the great toe of his right 
foot. IS Then the priest shall take some 
of the log of oil, and pour it into the 
palm of his own left hand, 16 and dip his 
right finger in the oil that is in his left 
hand, and sprinkle some oil with his 
finger seven times before the LORD. 
17 And some of the oil that remains in 
his hand the priest shall put on the tip 
of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the great toe of his right 
foot, upon the blood of the guile offer
ing; LB and rhe resr of the oil that is in 
the priest's hand he shall put on the 
head of him who is to be cleansed. Then 
the priest shall make atonement for him 
before the LORD. IY The priest shall 
offer the sin offering, to make aronc
ment for him who is to be cleansed 
from his uncleanness. And afterward he 
shall kill the burnt offering; 20 and the 
priest shall offer the burnt offering and 
the cereal offering on the altar. Thus the 
priest shall make atonement for him, 
and he shall be clean. 

21 "But if he is poor and cannot 
afford so much, then he shall take one 
male lamb for a guilt offering to be 
waved, to make atonement for him, and 
a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil for a cereal offering, and a log 
of oil; 22 also two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, such as he can afford; 
the one shall be a sin offering and the 
other a burnt offering. 21And on the 
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eighth day he shall bring them for his 
cleansing to the priest, to the door of 
the tent of meeting, before the LORD; 
24 and the priest shall take the lamb of 
the guilt offering, and the log of oil, and 
the priest shall wave them for a wave 
offering before the LORD. 2SAnd he shall 
kill the lamb of the guilt offering; and 
the priest shall take some of the blood of 
the guilt offering, and put it on the tip 
of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the great toe of his right 
foot. 26And the priest shall pour some 
of the oil into the palm of his own left 
hand; 27 and shall sprinkle with his 
right finger some of the oil that is in his 
left hand seven times before the LORD; 
28 and the priest shall put some of the 
oil that is in his hand on the tip of the 
right ear of him who is to be cleansed, 
and on the thumb of his right hand, and 
the great toe of his right foot, in the 
place where the blood of the guilt 
offering was put; 29 and the rest of the 
oil that is in the priest's hand he shall 
put on the head of him who is to be 
cleansed, to make atonement for him 
before the LORD. 30And he shall offer, 
of the turtledoves or young pigeons such 
as he can afford, 31 onex for a sin offer
ing and the other for a burnt offering, 
along with a cereal offering; and the 
priest shall make atonement before the 
LORD for him who is being cleansed. 
32 This is the law for him in whom is a 
leprous disease, who cannot afford the 
offerings for his cleansing." 

33 The LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron, 34 "When you come into the 
land of Canaan, which I give you for a 
possession, and I put a leprous disease 
in a house in the land of your posses
sion, 35 then he who owns the house 
shall come and tell the priest, 'There 
seems to me to be some son of disease 
in my house.' 36 Then the priest shall 
command that they empty the house 
before the priest goes to examine the 
disease, lest all that is in the house be 
declared unclean; and afterward the 
priest shall go in to see the house. 
37And he shall examine the disease; and 
if the disease is in the walls of the 
house with greenish or reddish spots, 
and if it appears to be deeper than the 
surface, 38 then the priest shall go out 
of the house to the door of the house, 
.r Gk Syr: Heb aff"rd, 31 such as he can afford, o"e 

and shut up the house seven days. J9And 
the priest shall come again on the sev
enth day, and look; and if the disease 
has spread in the walls of the house, 
40 then the priest shall command that 
they take out the stones in which is the 
disease and throw them into an unclean 
place outside the city; 41 and he shall 
cause the inside of the house to be 
scraped round about, and the plaster 
that they scrape off they shall pour into 
an unclean place outside the city; 
42 then they shall take ocher stones and 
put them in the place of those stones, 
and he shall take other plaster and 
plaster the house. 

43 "If the disease breaks out again 
in the house, after he has taken out the 
stones and scraped the house and plas
tered it, 44 then the priest shall go and 
look; and if the disease has spread in the 
house, it is a malignant leprosy in the 
house; it is unclean. 45And he shall 
break down the house, its stones and 
timber and all the plaster of the house; 
and he shall carry them fonh out of the 
city to an unclean place. 46 Moreover he 
who enters the house while it is shut up 
shall be unclean until the evening; 
47 and he who lies down in the house 
shall wash his clothes; and he who eats 
in the house shall wash his clothes. 

48 "But if the priest comes and makes 
an examination, and the disease has not 
spread in the house after the house was 
plastered, then the priest shall pro
nounce the house clean, for the disease 
is healed. 49And for the cleansing of the 
house he shall take two small birds, with 
cedarwood and scarlet stuff and hyssop, 
so and shall kill one of the birds in an 
earthen vessel over running water, 
st and shall take the cedarwood and the 
hyssop and the scarlet stuff, along with 
the living bird, and dip them in the 
blood of the bird that was killed and in 
the running water, and sprinkle the 
house seven times. 52 Thus he shall 
cleanse the house with the blood of the 
bird, and with the running water, and 
with the living bird, and with the cedar
wood and hyssop and scarlet stuff; 
53 and he shall let the living bird go out 
of the city into the open field; so he 
shall make atonement for the house, and 
it shall be clean." 

54 This is the law for any leprous 
disease: for an itch, ss for leprosy in a 
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garment or in a house, 56 and for a 
swelling or an eruption or a spot, 57 to 
show when it is unclean and when it is 
clean. This is the law for leprosy. 

15 The LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron, 2 "Say to the people of Is

rael, When any man has a discharge from 
his body, his discharge is unclean. 3And 
this is the law of his uncleanness for a 
discharge: whether his body runs with 
his discharge, or his body is stopped 
from discharge, it is uncleanness in him. 
4 Every bed on which he who has the 
discharge lies shall be unclean; and 
everything on which he sits shall be 
unclean. 5And any one who touches his 
bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean until 
the evening. 6And whoever sits on 
anything on which he who has the dis
charge has sat shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be un
clean until the evening. 7 And whoever 
touches the body of him who has the 
discharge shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening. RAnd if he who has 
the discharge spits on one who is clean, 
then he shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean until 
the evening. 9And any saddle on which 
he who has the discharge rides shall be 
unclean. IOAnd whoever touches any
thing that was under him shall be un
clean until the evening; and he who 
carries such a thing shall wash his 
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and 
be unclean until the evening. IIAny 
one whom he that has the discharge 
touches without having rinsed his hands 
in water shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening. I2And the earthen 
vessel which he who has the discharge 
touches shall be broken; and every 
vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water. 

13 "And when he who has a dis
charge is cleansed of his discharge, 
then he shall count for himself seven 
days for his cleansing, and wash his 
clothes; and he shall bathe his body in 
running water, and shall be clean. 
I4And on the eighth day he shall take 
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
and come before the LORD to the door 
of the tent of meeting, and give them 
to the priest; I 5 and the priest shall 
offer them, one for a sin offering and the 
15.24: Lev lB.19; 20.lB. 

other for a burnt offering ; and the 
priest shall make atonement for him 
before the LORD for his discharge. 

16 "And if a man has an emission of 
semen, he shall bathe his whole body 
in water, and be unclean until the 
evening. l 7 And every garment and 
every skin on which the semen comes 
shall be washed with water, and be un
clean until the evening. l 8 If a man lies 
with a woman and has an emission of 
semen, both of them shall bathe them
selves in water, and be unclean until 
the evening. 

19 "When a woman has a discharge 
of blood which is her regular discharge 
from her body, she shall be in her 
impurity for seven days, and whoever 
touches her shall be unclean until the 
evening. 20And everything upon which 
she lies during her impurity shall be 
unclean; everything also upon which 
she sits shall be unclean. 21And whoever 
touches her bed shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be un
clean until the evening. 22And whoever 
touches anything upon which she sits 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself 
in water, and be unclean until the eve
ning; 23 whether it is the bed or any
thing upon which she sits, when he 
touches it he shall be unclean until the 
evening. 24And if any man lies with 
her, and her impurity is on him, he shall 
be unclean seven days; and every bed 
on which he lies shall be unclean. 

25 "If a woman has a discharge ot 
blood for many days, not at the time of 
her impurity, or if she has a discharge 
beyond the time of her impurity, all the 
days of the discharge she shall continue 
in uncleanness; as in the days of her 
impurity, she shall be unclean. 20 Every 
bed on which she lies, all the days of her 
discharge, shall be to her as the bed of 
her impurity; and everything on which 
she sits shall be unclean, as in the un
cleanness of her impurity. 27And who
ever touches these things shall be un
clean, and shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening. 28 But if she is 
cleansed of her discharge, she shall 
count for herself seven days, and after 
that she shall be clean. 29 And on the 
eighth day she shall take two turtledoves 
or two young pigeons, and bring them 
to the priest, to the door of the tent of 
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meeting. JO And the priest shall offer one house; he shall kill the bull as a sin of
for a sin offering and the other for a fering for himself. 12And he shall take a 
burnt offering; and the priest shall make censer full of coals of fire from the altar 
atonement for her before the LORD for before the LORD, and two handfuls of 
her unclean discharge. sweet incense beaten small; and he shall 

31 "Thus you shall keep the people bring it within the veil 13 and put the 
of Israel separate from their unclean- incense on the fire before the LORD, 
ness, lest they die in their uncleanness that the cloud of the incense may cover 
by defiling my tabernacle that is in the mercy seat which is upon the testi
their midst." mony, lest he die; 14 and he shall take 

32 This is the law for him who has a some of the blood of the bull, and 
discharge and for him who has an emis- sprinkle it with his finger on the front of 
sion of semen, becoming unclean there- the mercy seat, and before the mercy 
by; 33 also for her who is sick with her seat he shall sprinkle the blood with his 
impurity; that is, for any one, male or finger seven times. 
female, who has a discharge, and for the 15 "Then he shall kill the goat of the 
man who lies with a woman who is sin offering which is for the people, and 
unclean. bring its blood within the veil, and do 

16 The LORD spoke to Moses, after with its blood as he did with the blood of 
the death of the two sons of the bull, sprinkling it upon the mercy 

Aaron, when they drew near before the seat and before the mercy seat; 16 thus he 
LORD and died; 2 and the LORD said to shall make atonement for the holy place, 
Moses, "Tell Aaron your brother not to because of the uncleannesses of the 
come at all times into the holy place people of Israel, and because of their 
within the veil, before the mercy seat transgressions, all their sins; and so he 
which is upon the ark, lest he die; for I shall do for the tent of meeting, which 
will appear in the cloud upon the mercy abides with them in the midst of their 
seat. 3 But thus shall Aaron come into uncleannesses. 17 There shall be no man 
the holy place: with a young bull for a in the tent of meeting when he enters to 
sin offering and a ram for a burnt make atonement in the holy place until 
offering. 4 He shall put on the holy he comes out and has made atonement 
linen coat, and shall have the linen for himsdf and for his house and for all 
breeches on his body, be girded with the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he shall 
the linen girdle, and wear the linen go out to the altar which is before the 
turban; these are the holy garments. He LORD and make atonement for it, and 
shall bathe his body in water, and then shall take some of the blood of the bull 
put them on. SAnd he shall take from and of the blood of the goat, and put it 
the congregation of the people of Israel on the horns of the altar round about. 
two male goats for a sin offering, and l'>And he shall sprinkle some of the 
one ram for a burnt offering. blood upon it with his finger seven 

6 "And Aaron shall offer the bull as a times, and cleanse it and hallow it from 
sin offering for himself, and shall make the uncleannesses of the people of 
atonement for himself and for his house. Israel. 
7 Then he shall take the two goats, and 20 "And when he has made an end 
set them before the LORD at the door of of atoning for the holy place and the 
the tent of meeting; H and Aaron shall tent of meeting and the altar, he shall 
cast lots upon the two goats, one lot for present the live goat; 21 and Aaron shall 
the LORD and the other lot for Aza'zel. lay both his hands upon the head of the 
'JAnd Aaron shall present the goat on live goat, and confess over him all the 
which the lot fell for the LORD, and iniquities of the people of Israel, and 
offer it as a sin offering; Io but the goat all their transgressions, all their sins; 
on which the lot fell for Aza'zel shall be and he shall put them upon the head of 
presented alive before the LORD to make the goat, and send him away into the 
atonement over it, that it may be sent wilderness by the hand of a man who is 
away into the wilderness to Aza'zel. in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear all 

11 "Aaron shall present the bull as their iniquities upon him to a solitary 
a sin offering for himself, and shall make land; and he shall let the goat go in the 
atonement for himself and for his wilderness. 
16.2, 12: Heb 6.19; 9.7, 25. 



LEVITICUS 16 102 Eating of blood forbidden 
23 "Then Aaron shall come into the not bring it to the door of the tent of 

tent of meeting, and shall put off the meeting, to offer it as a gift to the LORD 
linen garments which he put on when before the tabernacle of the LoRD, 
he went into the holy place, and shall bloodguilt shall be imputed to that 
leave them there; 24 and he shall bathe man; he has shed blood; and that man 
his body in water in a holy place, and shall be cut off from among his people. 
put on his garments, and come forth, s This is to the end that the people of 
and offer his burnt offering and the Israel may bring their sacrifices which 
burnt offering of the people, and make they slay in the open field, that they may 
atonement for himself and for the bring them to the LORD, to the priest at 
people. 25And the fat of the sin offering the door of the tent of meeting, and slay 
he shall burn upon the altar. 26And he them as sacrifices of peace offerings to 
who lets the goat go to Aza'zel shall the LORD; 6 and the priest shall sprinkle 
wash his clothes and bathe his body in the blood on the altar of the LORD 
water, and afterward he may come into at the door of the tent of meeting, and 
the camp. 27And the bull for the sin burn the fat for a pleasing odor to the 
offering and the goat for the sin offer- LORD. 7 So they shall no more slay their 
ing, whose blood was brought in to sacrifices for satyrs, after whom they 
make atonement in the holy place, shall play the harlot. This shall be a statute 
be carried forth outside the camp; their for ever to them throughout their gen
skin and their flesh and their dung shall erations. 
be burned with fire. 2BAnd he who 8 "And you shall say to them, Any 
burns them shall wash his clothes and man of the house of Israel, or of the 
bathe his body in water, and afterward strangers that sojourn among them, 
he may come into the camp. who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice, 

29 "And it shall be a statute to you 9 and does not bring it to the door of the 
for ever that in the seventh month, on tent of meeting, to sacrifice it to the 
the tenth day of the month, you shall LORD; that man shall be cut off from 
afflict yourselves, and shall do no work, his people. 
either the native or the stranger who 10 "If any man of the house of Israel 
sojourns among you; JO for on this day or of the strangers that sojourn among 
shall atonement be made for you, to them eats any blood, I will set my face 
cleanse you; from all your sins you shall against that person who eats blood, and 
be clean before the LORD. JI It is a sab- will cut him off from among his people. 
bath of solemn rest to you, and you shall 11 For the life of the flesh is in the 
afflict yourselves; it is a statute for ever. blood; and I have given it for you upon 
l2And the priest who is anointed and the altar to make atonement for your 
consecrated as priest in his father's souls; for it is the blood that makes 
place shall make atonement, wearing the atonement, by reason of the life. 
holy linen garments; JJ he shall make 12 Therefore I have said to the people of 
atonement for the sanctuary, and he Israel, No person among you shall eat 
shall make atonement for the tent of blood, neither shall any stranger who 
meeting and for the altar, and he shall sojourns among you eat blood. IlAny 
make atonement for the priests and for man also of the people of Israel, or of 
all the people of the assembly. l4And the strangers that sojourn among them, 
this shall be an everlasting statute for who takes in hunting any beast or bird 
you, that atonement may be made for that may be eaten shall pour out its 
the people of Israel once in the year blood and cover it with dust. 
because of all their sins." And Moses 14 "For the life of every creature is 
did as the LORD commanded him. the blood of it; e therefore I have said to 

17 And the LORD said to Moses, the people of Israel, You shall not eat 
2 "Say to Aaron and his sons, and the blood of any creature, for the life of 

to all the people of Israel, This is the every creature is its blood; whoever eats 
thing which the LORD has commanded. it shall be cut off. ISAnd every person 
l If any man of the house of Israel kills that eats what dies of itself or what is 
an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, torn by beasts, whether he is a native or 
or kills it outside the camp, 4 and does a sojourner, shall wash his clothes, and 
e Gk Syr Compare Vg: Heb for the lrfe of all flesh, its blood rs in irs lrfe 
16.27: Heb 13.ll. 17.10-16: Lev 3.17; 7.26-27; 19.26; Deut 12.16, 23-25. 



Incest forbidden 103 LEVITICUS 19 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean you shall not take her son's daughter or 
until the evening; then he shall be her daughter's daughter to uncover her 
clean. 1 o But if he does not wash them nakedness; they are yourf near kins
or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his women; it is wickedness. 1 XAnd you 
iniquity." shall not take a woman as a rival wife 

18 And the LORD said to Moses, to her sister, uncovering her nakedness 
2 "Say to the people of Israel, while her sister is yet alive. 

I am the LORD your God. -1 You shall 19 "You shall not approach a woman 
not do as they do in the land of Egypt, to uncover h~r nakedness while she is in 
where you dwelt, and you shall not do her menstrual uncleanness. 20And you 
as they do in the land of Canaan, to shall not lie carnally with your neigh
which I am bringing you. You shall not bor's wife, and defile yourself with her. 
walk in their statutes. 4 You shall do 21 You shall not give any of your chil
my ordinances and keep my statutes and dren to devote them by fire to Molech, 
walk in them. I am the LORD your God. and so profane the name of your God: 
5 You shall therefore keep my statutes I am the LORD. 22 You shall not lie with 
and my ordinances, by doing which a a male as with a woman; it is an abomi
man shall live: I am the LORD. nation. 2.lAnd you shall not lie with any 

6 "None of you shall approach any beast and defile yourself with it, neither 
one near of kin to him to uncover shall any woman give herself to a beast 
nakedness. I am the LORD. 7 You shall to lie with it: it is perversion. 
not uncover the nakedness of your fa- 24 "Do not defile yourselves by any 
ther, which is the nakedness of your of these things, for by all these the 
mother; she is your mother, you shall nations I am casting out before you de
not uncover her nakedness. s You shall filed themselves; 25 and the land became 
not uncover the nakedness of your fa- defiled, so that I punished its iniquity, 
ther's wife; it is your father's nakedness. and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 
9 You shall not uncover the nakedness 26 But you shall keep my statutes and 
of your sister, the daughter of your fa- my ordinances and do none of these 
ther or the daughter of your mother, abominations, either the native or the 
whether born at home or born abroad. stranger who sojourns among you 
10 You shall not uncover the nakedness 27 (for all of these abominations the men 
of your son's daughter or of your daugh- of the land did, who were before you, so 
ter's daughter, for their nakedness is that the land became defiled); 28 lest the 
your own nakedness. 11 You shall not un- land vomit you out, when you defile it, 
cover the nakedness of your father's as it vomited out the nation that was 
wife's daughter, begotten by your fa- before you. 29 For whoever shall do any 
ther, since she is your sister. 12 You of these abominations, the persons that 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your do them shall be cut off from among 
father's sister; she is your father's near their people. Jo So keep my charge 
kinswoman. 1l You shall not uncover never to practice any of these abomi
the nakedness of your mother's sister, nable customs which were practiced be
for she is your mother's near kins- fore you, and never to defile yourselves 
woman. 14 You shall not uncover the by them: I am the LORD your God." 
nakedness of your father's brother, that 19 And the LORD said to Moses, 
is, you shall not approach his wife; she 2 "Say to all the congregation of 
is your aunt. 15 You shall not uncover the people of Israel, You shall be holy; 
the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; for I the LORD your God am holy. 
she is your son's wife, you shall not un- l Every one of you shall revere his 
cover her nakedness. lo You shall not mother and his father, and you shall 
uncover the nakedness of your brother's keep my sabbaths: I am the LORD your 
wife; she is your brother's nakedness. God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make for 
17 You shall not uncover the nakedness yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD 
of a woman and of her daughter, and your God. 
f Gk: Heb lacb yo11r 
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LEVITICUS 19 I 04 "Love your neighbor" 
5 "When you offer a sacrifice of peace field with two kinds of seed; nor shall 

offerings to the LORD, you shall offer there come upon you a garment of cloth 
it so that you may be accepted. 6 It shall made of two kinds of stuff. 
be eaten the same day you offer it, or on 20 "If a man lies carnally with a 
the morrow; and anything left over until woman who is a slave, betrothed to an
the third day shall be burned with fire. other man and not yet ransomed or 
7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it given her freedom, an inquiry shall be 
is an abomination; it will not be ac- held. They shall not be put to death, 
cepted, H and every one who eats it because she was not free; 21 but he shall 
shall bear his iniquity, because he has bring a guilt offering for himself to the 
profaned a holy thing of the LORD; and LORD, to the door of the tent of meet
that person shall be cut off from his ing, a ram for a guilt offering. 22And the 
people. priest shall make atonement for him 

9 "When you reap the harvest of your with the ram of the guilt offering before 
land, you shall not reap your field to its the LORD for his sin which he has com
very border, neither shall you gather the mined; and the sin which he has com
gleanings after your harvest. IOAnd you mined shall be forgiven him. 
shall not strip your vineyard bare, 23 "When you come into the land and 
neither shall you gather the fallen plant all kinds of trees for food, then you 
grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave shall count their fruit as forbidden;'• 
them for the poor and for the sojourner: three years it shall be forbidden to you, 
I am the LORD your God. it must not be eaten. 24And in the fourth 

11 "You shall not steal, nor deal year all their fruit shall be holy, an 
falsely, nor lie to one another. 12And you offering of praise to the LORD. 25 But in 
shall not swear by my name falsely, and the fifth year you may eat of their fruit, 
so profane the name of your God: I am that they may yield more richly for you · 
the LORD. I am the LORD your God. 

13 "You shall not oppress your 26 "You shall not eat any flesh with 
neighbor or rob him. The wages of a the blood in it. You shall not practicL' 
hired servant shall not remain with you augury or witchcraft. 27 You shall not 
all night until the morning. 14 You shall round off the hair on your temples or 
not curse the deaf or put a stumbling mar the edges of your beard. 2s You 
block before the blind, but you shall shall not make any cuttings in your 
fear your God: I am the LORD. flesh on account of the dead or tatt<ll> 

15 "You shall do no injustice in any marks upon you: I am the LORD. 
judgment; you shall not be partial to 29 "Do not profane your daughter by 
the poor or defer to the great, but in making her a harlot, lest the land fall 
righteousness shall you judge your into harlotry and the land become full 
neighbor. 16 You shall not go up and of wickedness. 30 You shall keep my 
down as a slanderer among your people, sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I 
and you shall not stand forth against the am the LORD. 
life• of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 31 "Do not turn to mediums or 

I 7 "You shall not hate your brother wizards; do not seek them out, to be 
in your heart, but you shall reason with defiled by them: I am the LORD your 
your neighbor, lest you bear sin because God. 
of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance 32 "You shall rise up before the 
or bear any grudge against the sons of hoary head, and honor the face of an old 
your own people, but you shall love man, and you shall fear your God: I am 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the the LORD. 
LORD. 33 "When a stranger sojourns with 

19 "You shall keep my statutes. You you in your land, you shall not do him 
shall not let your cattle breed with a wrong. 34 The stranger who sojourns 
different kind; you shall not sow your with you shall be to you as the natiw 

!I Heb blood 11 Heb rhdr 1mcirrnmC1si'm 
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"Keep my statutes" 105 LEVITICUS 20 
among you, and you shall love him as is upon them. 13 If a man lies with a 
yourself; for you were strangers in the male as with a woman, both of them 
land of Egypt: l am the LORD your God. have committed an abomination; they 

35 "You shall do no wrong in judg- shall be put to death, their blood is upon 
ment, in measures of length or weight them. 14 If a man takes a wife and her 
or quantity. 36 You shall have just mother also, it is wickedness; they shall 
balances, just weights, a just ephah, and be burned with fire, both he and they, 
a just hin: l am the LORD your God, that there may be no wickedness among 
who brought you out of the land of you. 15 If a man lies with a beast, he 
Egypt. J7 And you shall observe all my shall be put to death; and you shall kill 
statutes and all my ordinances, and do the beast. 16 If a woman approaches any 
them: I am the LORD." beast and lies with it, you shall kill the 

20 The LORD said to Moses, woman and the beast; they shall be put 
2 "Say to the people of Israel, to death, their blood is upon them. 

Any man of the people of Israel, or of 17 "If a man takes his sister, a daugh
the strangers that sojourn in Israel, who ter of his father or a daughter of his 
gives any of his children to Molech shall mother, and sees her nakedness, and she 
be put to death; the people of the land sees his nakedness, it is a shameful 
shall stone him with stones. J I myself thing, and they shall be cut off in the 
will set my face against that man, and sight of the children of their people; he 
will cut him off from among his people, has uncovered his sister's nakedness, he 
because he has given one of his children shall bear his iniquity. 18 If a man lies 
to Molech, defiling my sanctuary and with a woman having her sickness, and 
profaning my holy name. 4And if the uncovers her nakedness, he has made 
people of the land do at all hide their naked her fountain, and she has un
eyes from that man, when he gives one covered the fountain of her blood; both 
of his children to Molech, and do not of them shall be cut off from among 
put him to death, s then I will set my their people. IY You shall not uncover 
·face against that man and against his the nakedness of your mother's sister or 
family, and will cut them off from of your father's sister, for that is to 
among their people, him and all who make naked one's near kin; they shall 
follow him in playing the harlot after bear their iniquity. 20 If a man lies with 
Molech. his uncle's wife, he has uncovered his 

6 "If a person turns to mediums and uncle's nakedness; they shall bear their 
wizards, playing the harlot after them, sin, they shall die childless. 21 If a man 
I will set my face against that person, takes his brother's wife, it is impurity; 
and will cut him off from among his he has uncovered his brother's naked
people. 7 Consecrate yourselves there- ness, they shall be childless. 
fore, and be holy; for I am the LORD 22 "You shall therefore keep all my 
your God. 8 Keep my statutes, and do statutes and all my ordinances, and do 
them; I am the LORD who sanctify you. them; that the land where I am bringing 
9 For every one who curses his father or you to dwell may not vomit you out. 
his mother shall be put to death; he has 2JAnd you shall not walk in the customs 
cursed his father or his mother, his of the nation which I am casting out be
blood is upon him. fore you; for they did all these things, 

10 "If a man commits adultery with and therefore I abhorred them. 24 But I 
the wife ofi his neighbor, both the have said to you, 'You shall inherit their 
adulterer and the adulteress shall be land, and I will give it to you to possess, 
put to death. 11 The man who lies with a land flowing with milk and honey.' I 
his father's wife has uncovered his fa- am the LORD your God, who have sepa
ther's nakedness; both of them shall be rated you from the peoples. 25 You shall 
put to death, their blood is upon them. therefore make a distinction between 
12 If a man lies with his daughter-in- the clean beast and the unclean, and be
law, both of them shall be put to death; tween the unclean bird and the clean; 
they have committed incest, their blood you shall not make yourselves abomi
, Heh repeats 1/ a man commits adul1ery wi1h 1he wife 11} 
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.vITICUS 20 106 Priests holy to God 
nable by beast or by bird or by any- shall take to wife a virgin of his own 
thing with which the ground teems, people, IS that he may not profane his 
which I have set apart for you to hold children among his people; for I am the 
unclean. 26 You shall be holy to me; for LORD who sanctify him." 
I the LORD am holy, and have separated 16 And the LORD said to Moses, 
you from the peoples, that you should 17 "Say to Aaron, None of your de
be mine. scendants throughout their generations 

27 "A man or a woman who is a who has a blemish may approach to 
medium or a wizard shall be put to offer the bread of his God. IH For no one 
death; they shall be stoned with stones, who has a blemish shall draw near, a 
their blood shall be upon them." man blind or lame, or one who has a 

21 And the LORD said to Moses, mutilated face or a limb too long, 19 or 
"Speak to the priests, the sons of a man who has an injured foot or an 

Aaron, and say to them that none of injured hand, 20 or a hunchback, or a 
them shall defile himself for the dead dwarf, or a man with a defect in his sight 
among his people, 2 except for his or an itching disease or scabs or crushed 
nearest of kin, his mother, his father, his testicles ; 21 no man of the descendants 
son, his daughter, his brother, 3 or his of Aaron the priest who has a blemish 
virgin sister (who is near to him because shall come near to offer the LORD's of
she has had no husband; for her he may ferings by fire; since he has a blemish, 
defile himself). 4 He shall not defile he shall not come near to offer the 
himself as a husband among his people bread of his God. 22 He may eat the 
and so profane himself. s They shall not bread of his God, both of the most holy 
make tonsures upon their heads, nor and of the holy things, 23 but he shall 
shave off the edges of their beards, nor not come near the veil or approach the 
make any cuttings in their flesh. 6 They altar, because he has a blemish, that he 
shall be holy to their God, and not pro- may not profane my sanctuaries; for I 
fanc the name of their God; for they am the LORD who sanctify them." 24 So 
offer the offerings by fire to the LORD, Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons 
the bread of their God; therefore they and to all the people of Israel. 
shall be holy. 7 They shall not marry a 22 And the LORD said to Moses, 
harlot or a woman who has been de- 2 "Tell Aaron and his sons to 
filed; neither shall they marry a woman keep away from the holy things of the 
divorced from her husband; for the people of Israel, which they dedicate to 
priest is holy to his God. 8 You shall me, so that they may not profane my 
consecrate him, for he offers the bread holy name: I am the LORD. 3 Say to 
of your God; he shall be holy to you; for them, 'If any one of all your descend
! the LORD, who sanctify you, am ants throughout your generations ap
holy. 9And the daughter of any priest, if proaches the holy things, which the 
she profanes herself by playing the people of Israel dedicate to the LORD, 
harlot, profanes her father; she shall be while he has an uncleanness, that person 
burned with fire. shall be cut off from my presence: I am 

I 0 "The priest who is chief among his the LoRD. 4 None of the line of Aaron 
brethren, upon whose head the anoint- who is a leper or suffers a discharge may 
ing oil is poured, and who has been eat of the holy things until he is clean. 
consecrated to wear the garments, shall Whoever touches anything that is un
not let the hair of his head hang loose, clean through contact with the dead or a 
nor rend his clothes; 11 he shall not go in man who has had an emission of semen, 
to any dead body, nor defile himself, sand whoever touches a creeping thing 
even for his father or for his mother; by which he may be made unclean or a 
12 neither shall he go out of the sane- man from whom he may take unclean
tuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his ness, whatever his uncleanness mav 
God; for the consecration of the anoint- be-- 6 the person who touches any such 
ing oil of his God is upon him: I am the shall be unclean until the evening and 
LORD. l3And he shall take a wife in her shall not eat of the holy things unless he 
virginity. 14A widow, or one divorced, has bathed his body in water. 7 When 
or a woman who has been defiled, or a the sun is down he shall be clean; and 
harlot, these he shall not marry; but he afterward he may eat of the holy things. 
20.26: Lev 20.7. 20.27: Lev 19.31; 20.b. 21.1-3: Ezck 44.25. 21.5: Lev 19.27; Deur 14. I 



Priests and the holy things 107 LEVITICUS 23 
because such are his food. 8 That which bruised or crushed or tom or cut, you 
dies of itself or is torn by beasts he shall shall not offer to the LORD or sacrifice 
not eat, defiling himself by it: I am the within your land; 25 neither shall you 
LoRD.' 9 They shall therefore keep my offer as the bread of your God any such 
charge, lest they bear sin for it and die animals gotten from a foreigner. Since 
thereby when they profane it: I am the there is a blemish in them, because of 
LORD who sanctify them. their mutilation, they will not be ac-

10 "An outsider shall not eat of a holy cepted for you.'' 
thing. A sojourner of the priest's or a 26 And the LORD said to Moses, 
hired servant shall not eat of a holy 27 "When a bull or sheep or goat is born, 
thing; 11 but if a priest buys a slave as it shall remain seven days with its 
his property for money, the slave may mother; and from the eighth day on it 
eat of it; and those that are bom in his shall be acceptable as an offering by 
house may eat of his food. 12 If a priest's fire to· the LORD. 28And whether the 
daughter is married to an outsider she mother is a cow or a ewe, you shall not 
shall not eat of the offering of the holy kill both her and her young in one day. 
things. 13 But if a priest's daughter is a 29 And when you sacrifice a sacrifice of 
widow or divorced, and has no child, thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall 
and returns to her father's house, as in sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. 
her youth, she may eat of her father's 30 It shall be eaten on the same day, you 
food; yet no outsider shall eat of it. shall leave none of it until morning: I 
14And if a man eats of a holy thing un- am the LORD. 
wittingly, he shall add the fifth of its 31 "So you shall keep my command
value to it, and give the holy thing to men ts and do them: I am the LORD. 
the priest. 15 The priests shall not pro- 32And you shall not profane my holy 
fane the holy things of the people of name, but I will be hallowed among the 
Israel, which they offer to the LORD, people of Israel; I am the LORD who 
16 and so cause them to bear iniquity sanctify you, 33 who brought you out of 
and guilt, by eating their holy things: the land of Egypt to be your God: I am 
for I am the LORD who sanctify them." the LORD." 

17 And the LORD said to Moses, 23 The LORD said to Moses, 
18 "Say to Aaron and his sons and all 2 "Say to the people of Israel, 
the people of Israel, When any one of The appointed feasts of the LORD 
the house of Israel or of the sojourners which you shall proclaim as holy con
in Israel presents his offering, whether vocations, my appointed feasts, are 
in payment of a vow or as a freewill these. 3 Six days shall work be done; but 
offering which is offered to the LORD as on the seventh day is a sabbath of 
a burnt offering, 19 to be accepted you solemn rest, a holy convocation; you 
shall offer a male without blemish, of shall do no work; it is a sabbath to the 
the bulls or the sheep or the goats. LORD in all your dwellings. 
20 You shall not offer anything that has 4 "These are the appointed feasts of 
a blemish, for it will not be acceptable the LORD, the holy convocations, which 
for you. 21And when any one offers a you shall proclaim at the time appointed 
sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD, for them. s In the first month, on the 
to fulfil a vow or as a freewill offering, fourteenth day of the month in the eve
from the herd or from the flock, to be ning,J is the LoRD's passover. 6And on 
accepted it must be perfect; there shall the fifteenth day of the same month is 
be no blemish in it. 22Animals blind or the feast of unleavened bread to the 
disabled or mutilated or having a dis- LORD; seven days you shall eat un
charge or an itch or scabs, you shall not leavened bread. 7 On the first day you 
offer to the LoRD or make of them an shall have a holy convocation; you shall 
offering by fire upon the altar to the do no laborious work. 8 But you shall 
LORD. 23A bull or a lamb which has a present an offering by fire to the LORD 
part too long or too short you may seven days; on the seventh day is a holy 
present for a freewill offering; bur for a convocation; you shall do no laborious 
votive offering it cannot be accepted. work." 
24Any animal which has its testicles 9 And the LORD said to Moses, 
J Heb bctwa" the two eveni,,gs 
22.12: Lev 7.31-36. 23.1-44: Ex 23.14-17; 34.22-24; Deut 16.1-17. 



LEVITICUS 23 108 Appointed feasts 
10 "Say to the people of Israel, When 
you come into the land which I give you 
and reap its harvest, you shall bring the 
sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to 
the priest; 11 and he shall wave the 
sheaf before the LoRD, that you may 
find acceptance ; on the morrow after 
the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
12And on the day when you wave the 
sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year 
old without blemish as a burnt offering 
to the LORD. l3And the cereal offering 
with it shall be two tenths of an ephah 
of fine flour mixed with oil, to be of
fered by fire to the LORD, a pleasing 
odor; and the drink offering with it shall 
be of wine, a fourth of a hin. 14And you 
shall eat neither bread nor grain parched 
or fresh until this same day, until you 
have brought the offering of your God: 
it is a statute for ever throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings. 

15 "And you shall count from the 
morrow after the sabbath, from the day 
that you brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering; seven full weeks shall they 
be, 16 counting fifty days to the morrow 
after the seventh sabbath; then you shall 
present a cereal offering of new grain to 
the LORD. 17 You shall bring from your 
dwellings two loaves of bread to be 
waved, made of two tenths of an ephah; 
they shall be of fine flour, they shall be 
baked with leaven, as first fruits to the 
LORD. 18And you shall present with the 
bread seven lambs a year old without 
blemish, and one young bull, and two 
rams; they shall be a burnt offering to 
the LORD, with their cereal offering and 
their drink offerings, an offering by 
fire, a pleasing odor to the LORD. 19And 
you shall offer one male goat for a sin 
offering, and two male lambs a year old 
as a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20And 
the priest shall wave them with the 
bread of the first fruits as a wave of
fering before the LORD, with the two 
lambs; they shall be holy to the LORD 
for the priest. 21And you shall make 
proclamation on the same day; you shall 
hold a holy convocation; you shall do no 
laborious \"/Ork: it is a statute for ever in 
all your dwellings throughout your 
generations. 

22 "And when you reap the harvest of 
your land, you shall not reap your field 
to its very border, nor shall you gather 
J, Or 1abt•rnacles 
23.22: Lev 19.9-IO; Dcut 24.20-21. 

the gleanings after your harvest; you 
shall leave them for the poor and for the 
stranger: I am the LORD your God." 

23 And the LORD said to Moses, 
24 "Say to the people of Israel, In the 
seventh month, on the first day of the 
month, you shall observe a day of 
solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed 
with blast of trumpets, a holy convoca
tion. 25 You shall do no laborious work; 
and you shall present an offering by fire 
to the LORD." 

26 And the LORD said to Moses, 
21 "On the tenth day of this seventh 
month is the day of atonement; it shall 
be for you a time of holy convocation, and 
you shall afflict yourselves and present 
an offering by fire to the LORD. 28And 
you shall do no work on this same day; 
for it is a day of atonement, to make 
atonement for you before the LORD your 
God. 29 For whoever is not afflicted on 
this same day shall be cut off from his 
people. 30And whoever does any work 
on this same day, that person I will 
destroy from among his people. 31 You 
shall do no work: it is a statute for ever 
throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings. 32 It shall be to you a sabbath 
of solemn rest, and you shall afflict 
yourselves; on the ninth day of the 
month beginning at evening, from eve
ning to evening shall you keep your 
sabbath." 

33 And the LORD said to Moses . 
.l4 "Say to the people of Israel, On the 
fifteenth day of this seventh month and 
for seven days is the feast of booths"" to 
the LORD. 35 On the first day shall be a 
holy convocation; you shall do no 
laborious work. 36 Seven days you shall 
present offerings by fire to the LOR n ; 
on the eighth day you shall hold a holy 
convocation and present an offering by 
fire to the LORD; it is a solemn as
sembly; you shall do no laborious work. 

37 "These are the appointed feasts 
of the LORD, which you shall proclaim 
as times of holy con vocation, for pre
senting to the LORD offerings by fire, 
burnt offerings and cereal offerings. 
sacrifices and drink offerings, each on 
its proper day; .18 besides the sabbaths 
of the LORD, and besides your gifts, and 
besides all your votive offerings, and 
besides all your freewill offerings, which 
you give to the LORD. 



Punishment of blasphemy 109 LEVITICUS 25 
39 "On the fifteenth day of the whose father was an Egyptian, went out 

seventh month, when you have gathered among the people of Israel; and the 
in the produce of the land, you shall Israelite woman's son and a man of 
keep the feast of the LORD seven days; Israel quarreled in the camp, 11 and 
on the first day shall be a solemn rest, the Israelite woman's son blasphemed 
and on the eighth day shall be a solemn the Name, and cursed. And they 
rest. 40And you shall take on the first brought him to Moses. His mother's 
day the fruit of goodly trees, branches name was Shelo'mith, the daughter of 
of palm trees, and boughs of leafy trees, Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12And they 
and willows of the brook; and you shall put him in custody, till the will of the 
rejoice before the LORD your God seven LORD should be declared to them. 
days. 41 You shall keep it as a feast to 13 And the LORD said to Moses, 
the LORD seven days in the year; it is a 14 "Bring out of the camp him who 
statute for ever throughout your genera- cursed; and let all who heard him lay 
tions; you shall keep it in the seventh their hands upon his head, and let all 
month. 42 You shall dwell in booths for the congregation stone him. 15And say 
seven days; all that are native in Israel to the people of Israel, Whoever curses 
shall dwell in booths, 43 that your his God shall bear his sin. 16 He who 
generations may know that I made the blasphemes the name of the LORD shall 
people of Israel dwell in booths when I be put to death; all the congregation 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: shall stone him; the sojourner as well as 
I am the LORD your God." the native, when he blasphemes the 

44 Thus Moses declared to the people Name, shall be put to death. 17 He who 
of Israel the appointed feasts of the kills a man shall be put to death. 18 He 
LORD. who kills a beast shall make it good, life 

24 The LORD said to Moses, for life. 19 When a man causes a dis-
2 "Command the people of Israel figurement in his neighbor, as he has 

to bring you pure oil from beaten olives done it shall be done to him, 20 fracture 
for the lamp, that a light may be kept for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
burning continually. J Outside the veil tooth; as he has disfigured a man, he 
of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, shall be disfigured. 21 He who kills a 
Aaron shall keep it in order from eve- beast shall make it good; and he who 
ning to morning before the LORD con- kills a man shall be put to death. 22 You 
tinually; it shall be a statute for ever shall have one law for the sojourner and 
throughout your generations. 4 He shall for the native; for I am the LORD your 
keep the lamps in order upon the lamp- God." 23 So Moses spoke to the people 
stand of pure gold before the LORD con- of Israel; and they brought him who 
tinually. had cursed out of the camp, and stoned 

5 "And you shall take fine flour, and him with stones. Thus the people of 
bake twelve cakes of it; two tenths of an Israel did as the LORD commanded 
ephah shall be in each cake. 6And you Moses. 
shall set them in two rows, six in a row, 25 The LORD said to Moses on 
upon the table of pure gold. 7 And you Mount Sinai, 2 "Say to the people 
shall put pure frankincense with each of Israel, When you come into the land 
row, that it may go with the bread as a which I give you, the land shall keep a 
memorial portion to be offered by fire sabbath to the LORD. J Six years you 
to the LORD. x Every sabbath day Aaron shall sow your field, and six years you 
shall set it in order before the LORD shall prune your vineyard, and gather in 
continually on behalf of the people of its fruits; 4 but in the seventh year there 
Israel as a covenant for ever. 9And it shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the 
shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they land, a sabbath to the LORD; you shall 
shall cat it in a holy place, since it is for not sow your field or prune your vine
him a most holy portion out of the yard. s What grows of itself in your 
offerings by fire to the LORD, a per- harvest you shall not reap, and the 
petual due." grapes of your undressed vine you shall 

10 Now an Israelite woman's son, not gather; it shall be a year of solemn 

~4.1-4; h _27.20-21. 24.5-9: EK 25.30; 39.36; 40.23; Mt 12.4; Mk 2.26; Lk 6.4. 
~g~7~~~.E;//o~:i25; Deut 19.21; Mi 5.38. 24.22: EK 12.49; Num 9.14; 15.15-16, 29. 



LEVITICUS 25 110 Sabbath and jubilee years 
rest for the land. 6 The sabbath of the 
land shall provide food for you, for 
yourself and for your male and female 
slaves and for your hired servant and the 
sojourner who lives with you; 7 for your 
cattle also and for the beasts that are in 
your land all its yield shall be for food. 

8 "And you shall count seven weeks1 

of years, seven times seven years, so that 
the time of the seven weeks of years 
shall be to you forty-nine years. 9 Then 
you shall send abroad the loud trumpet 
on the tenth day of the seventh month; 
on the day of atonement you shall send 
abroad the trumpet throughout all your 
land. IOAnd you shall hallow the fiftieth 
year, and proclaim liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants; it shall 
be a jubilee for you, when each of you 
shall return to his property and each of 
you shall return to his family. "A 
jubilee shall that fiftieth year be to you; 
in it you shall neither sow, nor reap 
what grows of itself, nor gather the 
grapes from the undressed vines. 12 For 
it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you 
shall eat what it yields out of the field. 

13 "In this year of jubilee each of you 
shall return to his property. 14And if you 
sell to your neighbor or buy from your 
neighbor, you shall not wrong one an
other. 15According to the number of 
years after the jubilee, you shall buy 
from your neighbor, and according to 
the number of years for crops he shall 
sell to you. 16 If the years are many you 
shall increase the price, and if the years 
are few you shall diminish the price, for 
it is the number of the crops that he is 
selling to you. 17 You shall not wrong 
one another, but you shall fear your 
God; for I am the LORD your God. 

18 "Therefore you shall do my 
statutes, and keep my ordinances and 
perform them; so you will dwell in the 
land securely. 19 The land will yield its 
fruit, and you will eat your fill, and 
dwell in it securely. 20And if you say, 
'What shall we eat in the seventh year, if 
we may not sow or gather in our crop?' 
21 I will command my blessing upon 
you in the sixth year, so that it will 
bring forth fruit for three years. 22 When 
you sow in the eighth year, you will be 
eating old produce; until the ninth year, 
when its produce comes in, you shall 
~at the old. 23 The land shall not be sold 
1 Or sabba1hs 111 Compare Vg: Heb exercises 
25.35: Deut 15.7-11. 25.36: Ex 22.25; Deut 23.19-20. 

in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for 
you are strangers and sojourners with 
me. 24And in all the country you pos
sess, you shall grant a redemption of the 
land. 

25 "If your brother becomes poor, 
and sells part of his property, then his 
next of kin shall come and redeem what 
his brother has sold. 26 If a man has no 
one to redeem it, and then himself be
comes prosperous and finds sufficient 
means to redeem it, 27 let him reckon 
the years since he sold it and pay back 
the overpayment to the man to whom 
he sold it; and he shall return to his 
property. 28 But if he has not sufficient 
means to get it back for himself, then 
what he sold shall remain in the hand 
of him who bought it until the year of 
jubilee; in the jubilee it shall be re
leased, and he shall return to his 
property. 

29 "If a man sells a dwelling house in 
a walled city, he may redeem ir within a 
whole year after its sale; for a full year 
he shall have the right of redemption. 
30 If it is not redeemed within a full 
year, then the house that is in the walled 
city shall be made sure in perpetuity to 
him who bought it, throughout his 
generations; it shall not be released in 
the jubilee. 31 But the houses of the 
villages which have no wall around them 
shall be reckoned with the fields of the 
country; they may be redeemed, and 
they shall be released in the jubilee. 
32 Nevertheless the cities of the Levite,, 
the houses in the cities of their posses
sion, the Levites may redeem at any 
time .. BAnd if one of rhe Levites does 
not exercisem his right of redemption. 
then the house that was sold in a city of 
their possession shall be released in the 
jubilee; for the houses in the cities of 
the Levites are their possession among 
the people of Israel. .l4 Bur the fields of 
common land belonging to their cities 
may not be sold; for that is their per
petual possession. 

35 "And if your brother becomes 
poor, and cannot maintain himself with 
you, you shall maintain him; as a 
stranger and a sojourner he shall live 
with you. 36 Take no interest from him 
or increase, but fear your God; that 
your brother may live beside you. 
.l7 You shall not lend him your money at 



Redemption of servants 111 LEVITICUS 26 
interest, nor give him your food for there remain but a few years until the 
profit. 38 I am the LoRD your God, who year of jubilee, he shall make a reckon
brought you forth out of the land of ing with him; according to the years of 
Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, service due from him he shall refund 
and to be your God. the money for his redemption. 53As a 

39 "And if your brother becomes servant hired year by year shall he be 
poor beside you, and sells himself to with him; he shall not rule with harsh
you you shall not make him serve as a ness over him in your sight. 54And if he 
slav~: 40 he shall be with you as a hired is not redeemed by these means, then 
servant and as a sojourner. He shall he shall be released in the year of jubi
serve with you until the year of the lee, he and his children with him. ss For 
jubilee; 41 then he shall go out from to me the people of Israel are servants, 
you, he and his children with him, and they are my servants whom I brought 
go back to his own family, and return to forth out of the land of Egypt: I am the 
the possession of his fathers. 42 For they LORD your God. 
are my servants, whom I brought forth 26 "You shall make for yourselves 
out of the land of Egypt; they shall not no idols and erect no graven 
be sold as slaves. 43 You shall not rule image or pillar, and you shall not set up 
over him with harshness, but shall fear a figured stone in your land, to bow 
your God. 44 As for your male and down to them; for I am the LORD your 
female slaves whom you may have: you God. 2 You shall keep my sabbaths and 
may buy male and female slaves from reverence my sanctuary: I am the 
among the nations that are round about LORD. 
you. 45 You may also buy from among 3 "If you walk in my statutes and 
the strangers who sojourn with you and observe my commandments and do 
their families that are with you, who them, 4 then I will give you your rains 
have been born in your land; and they in their season, and the land shall yield 
may be your property. 46 You may be- its increase, and the trees of the field 
queath them to your sons after you, to shall yield their fruit. SAnd your thresh
inhcrit as a possession for ever; you ing shall last to the time of vintage, and 
may make slaves of them, but over your the vintage shall last to the time for 
brethren the people of Israel you shall sowing; and you shall eat your bread to 
not rule, one over another, with harsh- the full, and dwell in your land securely. 
ness. 6And I will give peace in the land, and 

47 "If a stranger or sojourner with you shall lie down, and none shall make 
you becomes rich, and your brother be- you afraid; and I will remove evil 
side him becomes poor and sells himself beasts from the land, and the sword 
to the stranger or sojourner with you, shall not go through your land. ?And 
or to a member of the stranger's family, you shall chase your enemies, and they 
4H then after he is sold he may be re- shall fall before you by the sword. R Five 
deemed; one of his brothers may re- of you shall chase a hundred, and a 
deem him, 49 or his uncle, or his cousin hundred of you shall chase ten thou
may redeem him, or a near kinsman be- sand; and your enemies shall fall before 
longing to his family may redeem him; you by the sword. 9And I will have re
ar if he grows rich he may redeem him- gard for you and make you fruitful and 
self. 50 He shall reckon with him who multiply you, and will confirm my 
bought him from the year when he sold covenant with you. IOAnd you shall eat 
himself to him until the year of jubilee, old store long kept, and you shall clear 
and the price of his release shall be ac- out the old to make way for the new. 
cording to the number of years; the time llAnd I will make my abode among you, 
he was with his owner shall be rated as and my soul shall not abhor you. 
the time of a hired servant. SI If there 12And I will walk among you, and will 
are still many years, according to them be your God, and you shall be my 
he shall refund out of the price paid for people. 13 I am the LORD your God, who 
him the price for his redemption. 52 If brought you forth out of the land of 

25.311-43: Ex 21.2-6; Ueu1 15.12-18. Zll.I: Lev 19.4; Ex 20.4, 23; Deut 4.l'i-18; 27.15. 
28.2: Ex 20.H; 21.12; 34.21; 35.2-1; 1~ 19.3, 10; Deu1 5.12-15. 
28.3-13: Dcul 7.12-26; 28.1-14. 
Zll.11-12: 2 Car 6.16. 



LEVITICUS 26 112 Punishment of disobedience 
Egypt, that you should not be their of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh 
slaves; and 1 have broken the bars of of your daughters. JO And I will destroy 
your yoke and made you walk erect. your high places, and cut down your 

14 "But if you will not hearken to incense altars, and cast your dead bodies 
me, and will not do all these command- upon the dead bodies of your idols; and 
ments, 15 if you spurn my statutes, and my soul will abhor you. -11And I will 
if your soul abhors my ordinances, so lay your cities waste, and will make your 
that you will not do all my command- sanctuaries desolate, and I will not 
ments, but break my covenant, 16 I will smell your pleasing odors. -12And 1 will 
do this to you: 1 will appoint over you devastate the land, so that your enemies 
sudden terror, consumption, and fever who settle in it shall be astonished at it. 
that waste the eyes and cause life to .BAnd I will scatter you among the na
pine away. And you shall sow your seed tions, and I will unsheathe the sword 
in vain, for your enemies shall eat it; after you; and your land shall be a 
17 I will set my face against you, and you desolation, and your cities shall be a 
shall be smitten before your enemies; waste. 
those who hate you shall rule over you, 34 "Then the land shall enjoy" its 
and you shall flee when none pursues sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while 
you. lHAnd ifin spire of this you will not you are in your enemies' land; then the 
hearken to me, then I will chastise you land shall rest, and enjoy" its sabbaths. 
again sevenfold for your sins, 19 and I J5 As long as it lies desolate it shall have 
will break the pride of your power, and rest, the rest which it had not in your 
I will make your heavens like iron and sabbaths when you dwelt upon it. 
your earth like brass; 20 and your ·16And as for those of you that are left, I 
strength shall be spent in vain, for your will send faintness into their hearts in 
land shall not yield its increase, and the the lands of their enemies; the sound of 
trees of the land shall not yield their a driven leaf shall put them to flight, and 
fruit. they shall flee as one flees from the 

21 "Then if you walk contrary to sword, and they shall fall when none 
me, and will not hearken to me, I will pursues. -17 They shall stumble over one 
bring more plagues upon you, seven- another, as if to escape a sword, though 
fold as many as your sins. 22And I will none pursues; and you shall have no 
let loose the wild beasts among you, power to stand before your enemies. 
which shall rob you of your children, -1RAnd you shall perish among the na
and destroy your cattle, and make you tions, and the land of your enemies 
few in number, so that your ways shall shall eat you up. J9And those of you that 
become desolate. are left shall pine away in your enemies' 

23 "And if by this discipline you are lands because of their iniquity; and also 
not turned to me, but walk contrary to because of the iniquities of their fathers 
me, 24 then I also will walk contrary to they shall pine away like them. 
you, and I myself will smite you seven- 40 "But if they confess their iniquity 
fold for your sins. 25And I will bring a and the iniquity of their fathers in their 
sword upon you, that shall execute treachery which they committed against 
vengeance for the covenant; and if you me, and also in walking contrary to me, 
gather within your cities I will send 41 so that I walked contrary to them and 
pestilence among you, and you shall be brought them into the land of their 
delivered into the hand of the enemy. enemies; if then their uncircumcised 
2o When I break your staff of bread, ten heart is humbled and they make amends 
women shall bake your bread in one for their iniquity; 42 then I will remem
oven, and shall deliver your bread again ber my covenant with Jacob, and I will 
by weight; and you shall eat, and not remember my covenant with Isaac and 
be satisfied. my covenant with Abraham, and I will 

27 "And if in spite of this you will not remember the land. 4J But the land shall 
hearken to me, but walk contrary to me, be left by them, and enjoy" its sabbaths 
2H then I will walk contrary to you in while it lies desolate without them; and 
fury, and chastise you myself sevenfold they shall make amends for their in
for your sins. 29 You shall eat the flesh quity, because they spurned my ordi-
" Or pay for 
26.14-45: Deur 28.16-68. 26.40-41: Acrs 7.51. 



Law concerning vows 113 LEVITICUS 27 
nances, and their soul abhorred my it, he shall add a fifth to the valua
stacutes. 44 Yet for all that, when they tion. 
are in the land of their enemies, I will 14 "When a man dedicates his house 
not spurn them, neither will I abhor to be holy to the LORD, the priest shall 
them so as to destroy them utterly and value it as either good or bad; as the 
break my covenant with them; for I am priest values it, so it shall stand. 15And 
che LORD their God; 45 but I will for if he who dedicates it wishes to redeem 
their sake remember the covenant with his house, he shall add a fifth of the 
their forefathers, whom I brought forth valuation in money to it, and it shall be 
out of the land of Egypt in the sight of his. 
the nations, chat I might be their God: 16 "If a man dedicates to the LORD 
I am the LORD." part of the land which is his by inherit-

46 These are che scatutes and ordi- ance, then your valuation shall be ac
nances and laws which the LORD made cording to the seed for it; a sowing of a 
between him and the people of Israel homer of barley shall be valued at fifty 
on Mount Sinai by Moses. shekels of silver. 17 If he dedicates his 

27 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say field from the year of jubilee, it shall 
to che people of Israel, When a stand at your full valuation; 18 but if he 

man makes a special vow of persons to dedicates his field after the jubilee, then 
the LORD at your valuation, 3 then your the priest shall compute the money
valuation of a male from twenty years value for it according to the years that 
old up to sixty years old shall be fifty remain until the year of jubilee, and a 
shekels of silver, according to the shekel deduction shall be made from your 
of the sanctuary. 4 If the person is a valuation. 19And if he who dedicates the 

·female, your valuation shall be thirty field wishes to redeem it, then he shall 
shekels. s If the person is from five years add a fifth of the valuation in money to 
old up to twenty years old, your valua- it, and it shall remain his. 20 But if he 
tion shall be for a male twenty shekels, does not wish to redeem the field, or if 
and for a female ten shekels. 6 If the he has sold the field to another man, it 
person is from a month old up to five shall not be redeemed any more; 21 but 
years old, your valuation shall be for a the field, when it is released in the 
male five shekels of silver, and for a jubilee, shall be holy to the LORD, as a 
female your valuation shall be three field that has been devoted; the priest 
shekels of silver. 7 And if the person is shall be in possession of it. 22 If he dedi
sixty years old and upward, then your cates to the LORD a field which he has 
valuation for a male shall be fifteen bought, which is not a part of his pos
shekels, and for a female ten shekels. session by inheritance, 23 then the priest 
8And if a man is too poor to pay your shall compute the valuation for it up to 
valuation, then he shall bring the person the year of jubilee, and the man shall 
before the priest, and the priest shall give the amount of the valuation on that 
value him; according to the ability of day as a holy thing to the LORD. 24 In the 
him who vowed the priest shall value year of jubilee the field shall return to 
him. him from whom it was bought, to whom 

9 "If it is an animal such as men offer the land belongs as a possession by in
as an offering to the LORD, all of such heritance. 25 Every valuation shall 
char any man gives co the LORD is be according to the shekel of the sanc
holy. 10 He shall nor substitute anything ruary: twenty gerahs shall make a 
for it or exchange it, a good for a bad, or shekel. 
a bad for a good; and if he makes any 26 "But a firstling of animals, which 
exchange of beast for beasc, then both it as a firstling belongs to the LORD, no 
and that for which it is exchanged shall man may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, 
be holy. ••And if it is an unclean animal it is the LoRD's. 27And if it is an unclean 
such as is not offered as an offering to animal, then he shall buy it back at your 
the LORD, then the man shall bring the valuation, and add a fifth to it; or, if it 
animal before the priest, 12 and the is not redeemed, it shall be sold at your 
priest shall value it as either good or valuation. 
bad; as you, the priest, value it, so it 28 "But no devoted thing that a man 
shall be. I.I But if he wishes to redeem devotes to the LORD, of anything that he 
27.28: Num IH.14. 



LEVITICUS 27 114 Men able for war numbered 
has, whether of man or beast, or of his .l2And all the tithe of herds and flocks, 
inherited field, shall be sold or re- every tenth animal of all that pass under 
deemed; every devoted thing is most the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the 
holy to the LORD. 29 No one devoted, LORD. l3A man shall not inquire 
who is to be unerly destroyed from whether it is good or bad, neither shall 
among men, shall be ransomed; he shall he exchange it; and if he exchanges it, 
be put to death. then both it and that for which it is ex-

30 "All the tithe of the land, whether changed shall be holy; it shall not be 
of the seed of the land or of the fruit of redeemed." 
the trees, is the LoRD's; it is holy to the 34 These are the commandments 
LORD. 31 If a man wishes to redeem any which the LORD commanded Moses for 
of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. the people of Israel on Mount Sinai. 

THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

NUMBERS 
1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the 

wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of 
meeting, on the first day of the second 
month, in the second year after they had 
come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 
2 "Take a census of all the congregation 
of the people of Israel, by families, by 
fathers' houses, according to the nwn
ber of names, every male, head by head; 
3 from twenty years old and upward, all 
in Israel who are able to go forth to war, 
you and Aaron shall number them, 
company by company. 4And there shall 
be with you a man from each tribe, each 
man being the head of the house of his 
fathers. 5And these are the names of the 
men who shall attend you. From 
Reuben, Eli'zur the son of Shed'eur; 
6 from Simeon, Shelu'mi-el the son of 
Zurishad'dai; 7 from Judah, Nahshon 
the son of Ammin'adab; 8 from Is'
sachar, Nethan'el the son of Zu'ar; 
9 from Zeb'ulun, Eli' ab the son of 
Helon; Io from the sons of Joseph, from 
E'phraim, Elish'ama the son of Ammi'
hud, and from Manas'seh, Gama'liel the 
son of Pedah'zur; 11 from Benjamin, 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'ni; 12 from 
Dan, Ahie'zer the son of Ammishad' -
dai; 13 from Asher, Pa' giel the son of 
Ochran; 14 from Gad, Eli'asaph the son 
of Deu'el; IS from Naph'tali, Ahi'ra the 
son of Enan." 16 These were the ones 
chosen from the congregation, the 
leaders of their ancestral tribes, the 
heads of the clans of Israel. 

17 Moses and Aaron took these men 
1.1-48: Num 26.1-51. 

who have been named, 18 and on the 
first day of the second month, they 
assembled the whole congregation to
gether, who registered themselves by 
families, by fathers' houses, according 
to the nwnber of names from twenty 
years old and upward, head by head, 
19 as the LORD commanded Moses. So 
he nwnbered them in the wilderness of 
Sinai. 

20 The people of Reuben, Israel's 
first-born, their generations, by their 
families, by their fathers' houses, ac
cording to the nwnber of names, head 
by head, every male from twenty years 
old and upward, all who were able to go 
forth to war: 21 the nwnber of the tribe 
of Reuben was forty-six thousand five 
hundred. 

22 Of the people of Simeon, their 
generations, by their families, by their 
fathers' houses, those of them that were 
nwnbered, according to the nwnber of 
names, head by head, every male from 
twenty years old and upward, all who 
were able to go forth to war: 23 the nwn
ber of the tribe of Simeon was fiftv-nine 
thousand three hundred. · 

24 Of the people of Gad, their genera
tions, by their families, by their fathers' 
houses, according to the nwnber of the 
names, from twenty years old and up
ward, all who were able to go forth to 
war: 25 the nwnber of the tribe of Gad 
was forty-five thousand six hundred and 
fifty. 

26 Of the people of Judah, their 
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generations, by their families, by their to war: 41 the number of the tribe of 
fathers' houses, according to the num- Asher was forty-one thousand five 
ber of names, from twenty years old and hundred. 
upward, every man able to go forth to 42 Of the people of Naph'tali, their 
war: 27 the number of the tribe of Judah generations, by their families, by their 
was seventy-four thousand six hundred. fathers' houses, according to the num-

28 Of the people of Is'sachar, their ber of names, from twenty years old and 
generations, by their families, by their upward, every man able to go forth to 
fathers' houses, according to the num- war: 43 the number of the tribe of 
ber of names, from twenty years old and Naph'tali was fifty-three thousand four 
upward, every man able to go forth to hundred. 
war: 29 the number of the tribe of Is'- 44 These are those who were num
sachar was fifty-four thousand four bered, whom Moses and Aaron num
hundred. bered with the help of the leaders of 

30 Of the people of Zeb'ulun, their Israel, twelve men, each representing 
generations, by their families, by their his fathers' house. 45 So the whole num
fathers' houses, according to the num- ber of the people of Israel, by their 
ber of names, from twenty years old and fathers' houses, from twenty years old 
upward, every man able to go forth to and upward, every man able to go forth 
war: 31 the number of the tribe of Zeb' - to war in Israel-4° their whole number 
ulun was fifty-seven thousand four was six hundred and three thousand five 
hundred. hundred and fifty. 

32 Of the people of Joseph, namely, 47 But the Levites were not num-
of the people of E'phraim, their genera- bered by their ancestral tribe along with 
tions, by their families, by their fathers' them. 48 For the LORD said to Moses, 
houses, according to the number of 49 "Only the tribe of Levi you shall not 
names, from twenty years old and up- number, and you shall not take a census 
ward, every man able to go forth to war: of them among the people of Israel; 
33 the number of the tribe of E'phraim 50 but appoint the Levites over the 
was forty thousand five hundred. tabernacle of the testimony, and over all 

34 Of the people of Manas'seh, their its furnishings, and over all that be
generations, by their families, by their longs to it; they are to carry the taber
fathers' houses, according to the num- nacle and all its furnishings, and they 
ber of names, from twenty years old and shall tend it, and shall encamp around 
upward, every man able to go forth to the tabernacle. 51 When the tabernacle 
war: 35 the number of the tribe of is to set out, the Levites shall take it 
Manas'seh was thirty-two thousand two down; and when the tabernacle is to be 
hundred. pitched, the Levites shall set it up. And 

36 Of the people of Benjamin, their if any one else comes near, he shall be 
generations, by their families, by their put to death. 52 The people of Israel 
fathers' houses, according to the num- shall pitch their tents by their com
ber of names, from twenty years old and panies, every man by his own camp and 
upward, every man able to go forth to every man by his own standard; 53 but 
war: ·17 the number of the tribe of the Levites shall encamp around the 
Benjamin was thirty-five thousand four tabernacle of the testimony, that there 
hundred. may be no wrath upon the congregation 
. 18 Of the people of Dan, their genera- of the people of Israel; and the Levites 

uons, by their families, by their fathers' shall keep charge of the tabernacle of 
houses, according to the number of the testimony." 54 Thus did the people 
names, from twenty years old and up- of Israel; they did according to all that 
ward, every man able to go forth to war: the LORD commanded Moses. 
39 the number of the tribe of Dan was 2 The LORD said to Moses and 
sixty-two thousand seven hundred. Aaron, 2 "The people of Israel shall 

40 Of the people of Asher, their encamp each by his own standard, with 
gcnerat10ns, by their families, by their the ensigns of their fathers' houses; they 
fathers' houses, according to the num- shall encamp facing the tent of meeting 
ber of names, from twenty years old on every side. 3 Those to encamp on the 
and upward, every man able to go forth east side toward the sunrise shall be of 
1.47, Num 2.33. I.SO-SJ' Num 3.5-8, 21-37; 4.1-33; 8.19; 18.3-4, 23. 
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the standard of the camp of Judah by as numbered being thirty-five thousand 
their companies, the leader of the people four hundred. 24 The whole number of 
of Judah being Nahshon the son of Arn- the camp of E'phraim, by their com
min'adab, 4 his host as numbered being panies, is a hundred and eight thousand 
seventy-four thousand six hundred. one hundred. They shall set out third 
s Those to encamp next to him shall be on the march. 
the tribe of Is'sachar, the leader of the 25 "On the north side shall be the 
people of Is'sachar being Nethan'el the standard of the camp of Dan by their 
son of Zu'ar, 6 his host as numbered companies, the leader of the people of 
being fifty-four thousand four hundred. Dan being Ahie'zer the son of Am-
7 Then the tribe of Zeb'ulun, the leader mishad'dai, 26 his host as numbered 
of the people of Zeb'ulun being Eli'ab being sixty-two thousand seven hun
the son of Helon, 8 his host as num- dred. 27And those to encamp next to 
bered being fifty-seven thousand four him shall be the tribe of Asher, the 
hundred. 9 The whole number of the leader of the people of Asher being 
camp of Judah, by their companies, is a Pa'giel the son of Ochran, 28 his host as 
hundred and eighty-six thousand four numbered being forty-one thousand five 
hundred. They shall set out first on hundred. 29 Then the tribe of Naph'tali. 
the march. the leader of the people of Naph'tali be-

10 "On the south side shall be the ing Ahi'ra the son of Enan, .iu his host as 
standard of the camp of Reuben by numbered being fifty-three thousand 
their companies, the leader of the people four hundred. 31 The whole number of 
of Reuben being Eli'zur the son of the camp of Dan is a hundred and 
Shed'eur, 11 his host as numbered being fifty-seven thousand six hundred. They 
forty-six thousand five hundred. 12And shall set out last, standard by standard." 
those to encamp next to him shall be 32 These are the people of Israel as 
the tribe of Simeon, the leader of the numbered by their fathers' houses; all 
people of Simeon being Shelu'mi-el the in the camps who were numbered by 
son of Zurishad'dai, 13 his host as num- their companies were six hundred and 
bered being fifty-nine thousand three three thousand five hundred and fiftv. 
hundred. 14 Then the tribe of Gad, the 33 But the Levites were not numbered 
leader of the people of Gad being Eli'- among the people of Israel, as the LoRn 
asaph the son of Reu'el, 15 his host as commanded Moses. 
numbered being forty-five thousand six 34 Thus did the people of Israel. 
hundred and fifty. 16 The whole num- According to all that the LORD com
ber of the camp of Reuben, by their manded Moses, so they encamped by 
companies, is a hundred and fifty-one their standards, and so they set out. 
thousand four hundred and fifty. They every one in his family, according to 
shall set out second. his fathers' house. 

17 "Then the tent of meeting shall set 3 These are the generations of Aaron 
out, with the camp of the Levites in the and Moses at the time when the 
midst of the camps; as they encamp, so LORD spoke with Moses on Moun r 
shall they set out, each in position, Sinai. 2 These are the names of the som 
standard by standard. of Aaron: Nadab the first-born. and 

18 "On the west side shall be the Abi'hu, Elea'zar, and lth'amar;-' these 
standard of the camp of E'phraim by are the names of the sons of Aaron, thl' 
their companies, the leader of the people anointed priests, whom he ordained 1<1 
of E'phrairn being Elish'ama the son of minister in the priest's office. -l But 
Arnrni'hud, 19 his host as numbered Nadab and Abi'hu died before the LORD 
being forty thousand five hundred. when they offered unholy fire before the 
20And next to him shall be the tribe of LORD in the wilderness of Sinai; and 
Manas'seh, the leader of the people of they had no children. So Elea'zar and 
Manas'seh being Gama'liel the son of Ith'amar served as priests in the lifetime 
Pedah'zur, 21 his host as numbered be- of Aaron their father. 
ing thirty-two thousand two hundred. 5 And the LORD said to Moses, 
22 Then the tribe of Benjamin, the 6 "Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set 
leader of the people of Benjamin being them before Aaron the priest, that they 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'ni, 23 his host may minister to him. 7 They shall per-
3.2: Num 26.60. 3.5-8: Num l.50-5l; 3.21-37; 4.1-33: R.19. 3.5-13: Num 8.6-26. 
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form duties for him and for the whole the tent with its covering, the screen for 
congregation before the tent of meeting, the door of the tent of meeting, 26 the 
as they minister at the tabernacle; 8 they hangings of the court, the screen for the 
shall have charge of all the furnishings door of the court which is around the 
of the tent of meeting, and attend to the tabernacle and the altar, and its cords; 
duties for the people of Israel as they all the service pertaining to these. 
minister at the tabernacle. 9And you 27 Of Kohath were the family of the 
shall give the Levites to Aaron and his Amramites, and the family of the 
sons; they are wholly given to him from Iz'harites, and the family of the He' -
among the people of Israel. IOAnd you bronites, and the family of the Uzzi' -
shall appoint Aaron and his sons, and elites; these are the families of the 
they shall attend to their priesthood; Ko'hathites. 28According to the number 
but if any one else comes near, he shall of all the males, from a month old and 
be put to death." upward, there were eight thousand six 

J l And the LORD said to Moses, hundred, attending to the duties of the 
12 "Behold, I have taken the Levites sanctuary. 29 The families of the sons of 
from among the people of Israel in- Kohath were to encamp on the south 
stead of every first-born that opens the side of the tabernacle, 30 with Eliza' -
womb among the people of Israel. The phan the son of Uz'ziel as head of the 
Levites shall be mine, 13 for all the fathers' house of the families of the Ko' -
first-born are mine; on the day that I hathites. 31And their charge was to be 
slew all the first-born in the land of the ark, the table, the Jampstand, the 
Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with 
first-born in Israel, both of man and of which the priests minister, and the 
beast; they shall be mine: I am the screen; all the service pertaining to 
LORD." these. 32And Elea'zar the son of Aaron 

14 And the LORD said to Moses in the priest was to be chief over the 
the wilderness of Sinai, 15 "Number the leaders of the Levites, and to have over
sons of Levi, by fathers' houses ar:d by sight of those who had charge of the 
families ; every male from a month old sanctuary. 
and upward you shall number." 16 So 33 Of Merar'i were the family of the 
Moses numbered them according to the Mah lites and the family of the Mushites: 
word of the LORD, as he was com- these are the families of Merar'i . .14 Their 
manded. I7And these were the sons of number according to the number of all 
Levi by their names: Gershon and the males from a month old and upward 
Kohath and Merar'i. 18And these are was six thousand two hundred. 35And 
the names of the sons of Gershon by the head of the fathers' house of the 
their families: Libni and Shim'e-i. 19And families of Merar'i was Zu'riel the son of 
the sons of Kohath by their families: Ab'ihail; they were to encamp on the 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uz'ziel. north side of the tabernacle. 36And the 
20And the sons of Merar'i by their appointed charge of the sons of Merar'i 
families: Mahli and Mushi. These are was to be the frames of the tabernacle, 
the families of the Levites, by their the bars, the pillars, the bases, and all 
fathers' houses. their accessories; all the service per-

21 Of Gershon were the family of the raining to these; _\7 also the pillars of the 
Libnites and the family of the Shim'e- court round about, with their bases and 
itcs; these were the families of the pegs and cords. 
Gcrshonites. 22 Their number according 38 And chose to encamp before the 
to the number of all the males from a tabernacle on the east, before the tent of 
month old and upward was" seven meeting toward the sunrise, were Moses 
thousand five hundred. 23 The families and Aaron and his sons, having charge 
of the Gershonites were to encamp be- of the rites within the sanctuary, what
hmd the tabernacle on the west, 24 with ever had to be done for the people of 
Eli'asaph, the son of La'el as head of the Israel; and any one else who came near 
fathers' house of the Gcrshonites. 25And was to be put to death .. llJAll who were 
the charge of the sons of Gershon in the numbered of the Levites, whom Moses 
tent of meeting was to be the tabernacle, and Aaron numbered at the command
(/ Heb lhci,. ""mba U'aI 

3.11-13: Num 3.45; 8.IB 3.15-34: Num 4.34-49. 3.17-20: Ex 6.16-22. 
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ment of the LoRD, by families, all the and cover the ark of the testimony with 
males from a month old and upward, it; 6 then they shall put on it a covering 
were twenty-two thousand. of goatskin, and spread over that a cloth 

40 And the LORD said to Moses, all of blue, and shall put in its poles. 
"Number all the first-born males of the 7And over the table of the bread of the 
people of Israel, from a month old and Presence they shall spread a cloth of 
upward, taking their number by names. blue, and put upon it the plates, the 
41And you shall take the Levites for dishes for incense, the bowls, and the 
me--I am the LoRD--instead of all the flagons for the drink offering; the con
first-born among the people of Israel, tinual bread also shall be on it; B then 
and the canle of the Levites instead of they shall spread over them a cloth of 
all the firstlings among the canle of the scarlet, and cover the same with a 
people of Israel." 42 So Moses num- covering of goatskin, and shall put in its 
bered all the first-born among the peo- poles. 9And they shall take a cloth of 
pie of Israel, as the LORD commanded blue, and cover the lampstand for the 
him. 43And all the first-born males, light, with its lamps, its snuffers, its 
according to the number of names, from trays, and all the vessels for oil with 
a month old and upward as numbered which it is supplied: 10 and they shall 
were twenty-two thousand two hundred put it with all its utensils in a covering of 
and seventy-three. goatskin and put it upon the carrying 

44 And the LORD said to Moses, frame. llAnd over the golden altar they 
45 "Take the Levites instead of all the shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it 
first-born among the people of Israel, with a covering of goatskin, and shall 
and the cattle of the Levites instead of put in its poles; 12 and they shall take 
their cattle; and the Levites shall be all the vessels of the service which are 
mine: I am the LORD. 46And for the used in the sanctuary, and put them in a 
redemption of the two hundred and cloth of blue, and cover them with a 
seventy-three of the first-born of the covering of goatskin, and put them on 
people of Israel, over and above the the carrying frame. 13And they shall 
number of the male Levites, 47 you shall take away the ashes from the altar, and 
take five shekels apiece; reckoning by spread a purple cloth over it; 14 and 
the shekel of the sanctuary, the shekel of they shall put on it all the utensils of the 
twenty gerahs, you shall take them, altar, which are used for the service 
48 and give the money by which the ex- there, the firepans, the forks, tht: 
cess number of them is redeemed to shovels, and the basins, all the utensils 
Aaron and his sons." 49 So Moses took of the altar; and they shall spread upon 
the redemption money from those who it a covering of goatskin, and shall put in 
were over and above those redeemed by its poles. 15And when Aaron and his 
the Levites; 50 from the first-born of the sons have finished covering the sanc
people of Israel he took the money, one tuary and all the furnishings of the sanc
thousand three hundred and sixty-five tuary, as the camp sets out, after that 
shekels, reckoned by the shekel of the the sons of Kohath shall come to carry 
sanctuary; 51 and Moses gave the re- these, but they must not touch the holy 
demption money to Aaron and his sons, things, lest they die. These are the 
according to the word of the LORD, as things of the tent of meeting which the 
the LORD commanded Moses. sons of Kohath are to carry. 

4 The LORD said to Moses and 16 "And Elea'zar the son of Aaron 
Aaron, 2 "Take a census of the sons the priest shall have charge of the oil for 

of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, the light, the fragrant incense, the con
by their families and their fathers' tinual cereal offering, and the anointing 
houses, 3 from thirty years old up to oil, with the oversight of all the taber
fifty years old, all who can enter the nacle and all that is in it, of the sanc
service, to do the work in the tent of tuary and its vessels." 
meeting. 4 This is the service of the sons 17 The LORD said to Moses and 
of Kohath in the tent of meeting: the Aaron, 18 "Let not the tribe of the 
most holy things. 5 When the camp is to families of the Ko'hathites be destroyed 
set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in from among the Levites; 19 but deal 
and take down the veil of the screen, thus with them, that they may live and 
3.45: Num 3.11-13; 8.18. 4.1-33: Num 1.5(}.53; 3.5-8, 21-37; 8.19; 18.:}..4, 23. 
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not die when they come near to the the sons of the Ko'hathites, by their 
most holy things: Aaron and his sons families and their fathers' houses, 
shall go in and appoint them each to his .l5 from thirty years old up to fifty years 
task and to his burden, 20 but they shall old, every one that could enter the 
not go in to look upon the holy things service, for work in the tent of meeting; 
even for a moment, lest they die." 36 and their number by families was two 

21 The LORD said to Moses, 22 "Take thousand seven hundred and fifty. 
a census of the sons of Gershon also, by 37 This was the number of the families 
their families and their fathers' houses; of the Ko'hathites, all who served in the 
23 from thirty years old up to fifty years tent of meeting, whom Moses and 
old, you shall number them, all who can Aaron numbered according to the com
enter for service, to do the work in the mandment of the LORD by Moses. 
tent of meeting. 24 This is the service of 38 The number of the sons of 
the families of the Gershonites, in serv- Gershon, by their families and their 
ing and bearing burdens: 25 they shall fathers' houses, 39 from thirty years old 
carry the curtains of the tabernacle, and up to fifty years old, every one that 
the tent of meeting with its covering, could enter the service for work in the 
and the covering of goatskin that is on tent of meeting- 40 their number by 
top of it, and the screen for the door of their families and their fathers' houses 
the tent of meeting, 26 and the hangings was two thousand six hundred and 
of the court, and the screen for the en- thirty. 41 This was the number of the 
trance of the gate of the court which is families of the sons of Gershon, all who 
around the tabernacle and the altar, and served in the tent of meeting, whom 
their cords, and all the equipment for Moses and Aaron numbered according 
their service; and they shall do all that to the commandment of the LORD. 
needs to be done with regard to them. 42 The number of the families of the 
27All the service of the sons of the sons of Merar'i, by their families and 
Gershonites shall be at the command of their fathers' houses, 43 from thirty 
Aaron and his sons, in all that they are years old up to fifty years old, every one 
to carry, and in all that they have to do; that could enter the service, for work in 
and you shall assign to their charge all the tent of meeting- 44 their number 
that they are to carry. 28 This is the by families was three thousand two 
service of the families of the sons of the hundred. 45 These are those who were 
Gershonites in the tent of meeting, and numbered of the families of the sons of 
their work is to be under the oversight Merar'i, whom Moses and Aaron num
of Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest. bered according to the commandment 

29 "As for the sons of Merar'i, you of the LORD by Moses. 
shall number them by their families and 46 All those who were numbered of 
their fathers' houses; 30 from thirty the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron 
years old up to fifty years old, you shall and the leaders of Israel numbered, by 
number them, every one that can enter their families and their fathers' houses, 
the ~crvice, to do the work of the tent 47 from thirty years old up to fifty years 
of meeting. 3IAnd this is what they are old, every one that could enter to do the 
charged to carry, as the whole of their work of service and the work of bearing 
service in the tent of meeting: the burdens in the tent of meeting, 48 those 
frames of the tabernacle, with its bars, who were numbered of them were eight 
pillar~, and bases, 32 and the pillars of thousand five hundred and eighty. 
the court round about with their bases, 49According to the commandment of 
pegs, and cords, with all their equip- the LORD through Moses they were ap
ment and all their accessories; and you pointed, each to his task of serving or 
shall assign by name the objects which carrying; thus they were numbered by 
they are required to carry. 33 This is the him, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
service of the families of the sons of 5 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Com
Merar'i, the whole of their service in mand the people of Israel that they 
the tent of meeting, under the hand of put out of the camp every leper, and 
Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest." every one having a discharge, and every 

34 And Moses and Aaron and the one that is unclean through contact with 
leaders of the congregation numbered the dead; 3 you shall put out both male 
4.34-49: Num 3.15-14. 5.2-3: Num 12.14-15. 
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and female, putting them outside the the cereal offering of remembrance, 
camp, that they may not defile their which is the cereal offering of jealousy. 
camp, in the midst of which I dwell." And in his hand the priest shall have the 
4And the people of Israel did so, and water of bitterness that brings the 
drove them outside the camp; as the curse. 19 Then the priest shall make her 
LORD said to Moses, so the people of take an oath, saying, 'If no man has lain 
Israel did. with you, and if you have not turned 

5 And the LORD said to Moses, 6 "Say aside to uncleanness, while you were 
to the people of Israel, When a man or under your husband's authority, be free 
woman commits any of the sins that from this water of bitterness that brings 
men commit by breaking faith with the the curse. 20 But if you have gone astray, 
LORD, and that person is guilty, 7 he though you are under your husband's 
shall confess his sin which he has com- authority, and if you have defiled your
mitted; and he shall make full restitu- self, and some man other than your hus
tion for his wrong, adding a fifth to it, band has lain with you, 21 then' (let the 
and giving it to him to whom he did the priest make the woman take the oath of 
wrong. 8 But if the man has no kinsman the curse, and say to the woman) 'the 
to whom restitution may be made for LORD make you an execration and an 
the wrong, the restitution for wrong oath among your people, when the 
shall go to the LORD for the priest, in LORD makes your thigh fall away and 
addition to the ram of atonement with your body swell; 22 may this water that 
which atonement is made for him. 9And brings the curse pass into your bowels 
every offering, all the holy things of the and make your body swell and your 
people of Israel, which they bring to the thigh fall away.' And the woman shall 
priest, shall be his; 10 and every man's say, 'Amen, Amen.' 
holy things shall be his; whatever any 23 "Then the priest shall write these 
man gives to the priest shall be his." curses in a book, and wash them off into 

11 And the LORD said to Moses, the water of bitterness; 24 and he shall 
12 "Say to the people of Israel, If any make the woman drink the water of 
man's wife goes astray and acts unfaith- bitterness that brings the curse, and the 
fully against him, 13 if a man lies with water that brings the curse shall enter 
her carnally, and it is hidden from the into her and cause bitter pain. 25And 
eyes of her husband, and she is un- the priest shall take the cereal offering 
detected though she has defiled herself, of jealousy out of the woman's hand, 
and there is no witness against her, and shall wave the cereal offering before 
since she was not taken in the act; the LORD and bring it to the altar; 
14 and if the spirit of jealousy comes 26 and the priest shall take a handful of 
upon him, and he is jealous of his wife the cereal offering, as its memorial por
who has defiled herself; or if the spirit tion, and bum it upon the altar, and 
of jealousy comes upon him, and he is afterward shall make the woman drink 
jealous of his wife, though she has not the water. 27 And when he has made her 
defiled herself; IS then the man shall drink the water, then, if she has defiled 
bring his wife to the priest, and bring herself and has acted unfaithfully 
the offering required of her, a tenth of against her husband, the water that 
an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour brings the curse shall enter into her and 
no oil upon it and put no frankincense cause bitter pain, and her body shall 
on it, for it is a cereal offering of jealousy, swell, and her thigh shall fall away, and 
a cereal offering of remembrance, bring- the woman shall become an execration 
ing iniquity to remembrance. among her people. 28 But if the woman 

16 "And the priest shall bring her has not defiled herself and is clean, then 
near, and set her before the LORD; she shall be free and shall conceive: 
17 and the priest shall take holy water children. 
in an earthen vessel, and take some of 29 "This is the law in cases of jeal
the dust that is on the floor of the taber- ousy, when a wife, though under her 
nacle and put it into the water. 18And husband's authority, goes astray and 
the priest shall set the woman before the defiles herself, 30 or when the spirit of 
LORD, and unbind the hair of the jealousy comes upon a man and he is 
woman's head, and place in her hands jealous of his wife; then he shall set the 
5.5-8: Ex 22.7-15; Lev 6.1-7. 
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woman before the LORD, and the priest a year old without blemish as a sin offer
shall execute upon her all this law. ing, and one ram without blemish as a 
31 The man shall be free from iniquity, peace offering, 15 and a basket of un
but the woman shall bear her iniquity." leavened bread, cakes of fine flour mixed 

6 And the LORD said to Moses, with oil, and unleavened wafers spread 
2 "Say to the people of Israel, with oil, and their cereal offering and 

When either a man or a woman makes their drink offerings. 16And the priest 
a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite,b shall present them before the LORD and 
to separate himself to the LoRD, 3 he offer his sin offering and his burnt offer
shall separate himself from wine and ing, 17 and he shall offer the ram as a 
strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar sacrifice of peace offering to the LoRD, 
made from wine or strong drink, and with the basket of unleavened bread; 
shall not drink any juice of grapes or the priest shall offer also its cereal offer
eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4AJ1 the days ing and its drink offering. IHAnd the 
of his separation c he shall eat nothing Nazirite shall shave his consecrated 
that is produced by the grapevine, not head at the door of the tent of meeting, 
even the seeds or the skins. and shall take the hair from his con-

5 "All the days of his vow of separa- secrated head and put it on the fire 
tion no razor shall come upon his head; which is under the sacrifice of the peace 
until the time is completed for which offering. 19And the priest shall take the 
he separates himself to the LORD, he shoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, 
shall be holy; he shall let the locks of and one unleavened cake out of the 
hair of his head grow long. basket, and one unleavened wafer, and 

6 "All the days that he separates him- shall put them upon the hands of the 
self to the LORD he shall not go near a Nazirite, after he has shaven the hair of 
dead body. 7 Neither for his father nor his consecration, 20 and the priest shall 
for his mother, nor for brother or sister, wave them for a wave offering before 
if they die, shall he make himself un- the LORD; they are a holy portion for 
clean; because his separation to God is the priest, together with the breast that 
upon his head. HAJJ the days of his is waved and the thigh that is offered; 
separation he is holy to the LORD. and after that the Nazirite may drink 

9 "And if any man dies very suddenly wme. 
beside him, and he defiles his con- 21 "This is the law for the Nazirite 
secrated head, then he shall shave his who takes a vow. His offering to the 
head on the day of his cleansing; on the LORD shall be according to his vow as a 
seventh day he shall shave it. 10 On the Nazirite, apart from what else he can 
eighth day he shall bring two turtle- afford; in accordance with the vow 
doves or two young pigeons to the priest which he takes, so shall he do according 
to the door of the tent of meeting, to the law for his separation as a 
11 and the priest shall offer one for a sin Nazirite." 
offering and the other for a burnt offer- 22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 "Say 
ing, and make atonement for him, be- to Aaron and his sons, Thus you shall 
cause he sinned by reason of the dead bless the people of Israel: you shall say 
body. And he shall consecrate his head to them, 
that same day, 12 and separate himself 24 The LORD bless you and keep you: 
to the LORD for the days of his separa- 25 The LORD make his face to shine 
tion, and bring a male lamb a year old upon you, and be gracious to you: 
for a guilt offering; but the former time 26 The LORD lift up his countenance 
shall be void, because his separation was upon you, and give you peace. 
defiled. 27 "So shall they put my name upon 

13 "And this is the law for the Nazi- the people of Israel, and I will bless 
rite, when the time of his separation has them." 
been completed: he shall be brought to 7 On the day when Moses had 
the door of the tent of meeting, T4 and finished setting up the tabernacle, 
he shall offer his gift to the LORD, one and had anointed and consecrated it 
male lamb a year old without blemish with all its furnishings, and had 
for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb anointed and consecrated the altar with 
11 Thal 1s one separated or one consecrated c Or Naziriteship 
6.J: Lk 1.15. 8.IJ-21: Acts 21.24, 2b. 
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all its utensils, 2 the leaders of Israel, for a cereal offering; 20 one golden dish 
heads of their fathers' houses, the of ten shekels, full of incense; 21 one 
leaders of the tribes, who were over young bull, one ram, one male lamb a 
those who were numbered, 3 offered and year old, for a burnt offering; 22 one 
brought their offerings before the LORD, male goat for a sin offering; 23 and for 
six covered wagons and twelve oxen, a the sacrifice of peace offerings, two 
wagon for every two of the leaders, and oxen, five rams, five male goats, and 
for each one an ox; they offered them five male lambs a year old. This was the 
before the tabernacle. 4 Then the LORD offering of Nethan'el the son of Zu'
said to Moses, s "Accept these from ar. 
them, that they may be used in doing 24 On the third day Eli'ab the son of 
the service of the tent of meeting, and Helon, the leader of the men of Zeb'
give them to the Levites, to each man ulun: 25 his offering was one silver plate, 
according to his service." 6 So Moses whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
took the wagons and the oxen, and gave shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
them to the Levites. 7 Two wagons and shekels, according to the shekel of the 
four oxen he gave to the sons of Ger- sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour 
shon, according to their service; 8 and mixed with oil for a cereal offering; 
four wagons and eight oxen he gave t...1 26 one golden dish of ten shekels, full of 
the sons of Merar'i, according to their incense; 27 one young bull, one ram, one 
service, under the direction of Ith'amar male lamb a year old, for a burnt offer
the son of Aaron the priest. 9 But to the ing; 28 one male goat for a sin offering; 
sons of Kohath he gave none, because 29 and for the sacrifice of peace offer
they were charged with the care of the ings, two oxen, five rams, five male 
holy things which had to be carried on goats, and five male lambs a year old. 
the shoulder. IOAnd the leaders offered This was the offering of Eli'ab the son 
offerings for the dedication of the altar of Helon. 
on the day it was anointed; and the 30 On the fourth day Eli'zur the son 
leaders offered their offering before of Shed' eur, the leader of the men of 
the altar. 11 And the LORD said to Moses, Reuben: 31 his offering was one silver 
"They shall offer their offerings, one plate whose weight was a hundred and 
leader each day, for the dedication of thirty shekels, one silver basin ol 
the altar." seventy shekels, according to the shekel 

12 He who offered his offering the of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
first day was Nahshon the son of fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
Arnmin'adab, of the tribe of Judah; offering; 32 one golden dish of ten 
13 and his offering was one silver plate shekels, full of incense; _;3 one young 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old. 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy for a burnt offering; -"'one male goat 
shekels, according to the shekel of the for a sin offering; 35 and for the sacri
sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour fice of peace offerings, two oxen, five 
mixed with oil for a cereal offering; rams, five male goats. and five male 
14 one golden dish of ten shekels, full of lambs a year old. This was the offering 
incense; IS one young bull, one ram, of Eli'zur the son of Shed'eur. 
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt 36 On the fifth day Shelu'mi-el the 
offering; 16 one male goat for a sin offer- son of Zurishad'dai, the leader of the 
ing; 17 and for the sacrifice of peace men of Simeon: 37 his offering was one 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male silver plate, whose weight was a hun
goats, and five male lambs a year old. dred and thirty shekels, one silver basin 
This was the offering of Nahshon the of seventy shekels, according to the 
son of Arnmin'adab. shekel of the sanctuarv, both of them 

18 On the second day Nethan'el the full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
son of Zu'ar, the leader of Is'sachar, cereal offering; .is one golden dish or 
made an offering; 19 he offered for his ten shekels, full of incense; -1" one youni: 
offering one silver plate, whose weight bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old. 
was a hundred and thirty shekels, one for a burnt offering; 40 one male goat 
silver basin of seventy shekels, accord- for a sin offering; 41 and for the sacrifict' 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of peace offerings. two oxen. five rams. 
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil five male goats, and five male lambs :1 
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year old. This was the . offe~in~ of 
Shelu'mi-el the son of Zunshad daJ. 

42 On the sixth day Eli'asaph the son 
of Deu'el, the leader of the men of Gad: 
43 his offering was one silver plate, 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, both of them full of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a cereal offer
ing; 44 one golden dish of ten shekels, 
full of incense; 45 one young bull, one 
ram, one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 46 one male goat for a 
sin offering; 4 7 and for the sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of Eli'
asaph the son of Deu'el. 

48 On the seventh day Elish'ama the 
son of Amrni'hud, the leader of the men 
of E'phraim: 49 his offering was one 
silver plate, whose weight was a hun
dred and thirty shekels, one silver basin 
of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
cereal offering; 50 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 51 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 52 one male goat for 
a sin offering; 53 and for the sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Elish'ama the son of Arnmi'hud. 

54 On the eighth day Gama'liel the 
son of Pedah'zur, the leader of the men 
of Manas'seh: 55 his offering was one 
silver plate, whose weight was a hun
dred and thirty shekels, one silver basin 
of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
cereal offering; 56 one golden dish of 
ten shekels, full of incense; 57 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 58 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 59 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Garna'liel the son of Pedah'zur. 

60 On the ninth day Abi'dan the son 
of Gideo'ni, the leader of the men of 
Benjamin: 0 1 his offering was one silver 
plate, whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 

of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
offering; 62 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 63 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 64 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 65 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'ni. 

66 On the tenth day Ahie'zer the son 
of Ammishad'dai, the leader of the men 
of Dan: 67 his offering was one silver 
plate, whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
offering; 68 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 69 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 10 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 71 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Ahie'zer the son of Arnmishad'dai. 

72 On the eleventh day Pa'giel the 
son of Ochran, the leader of the men of 
Asher: 73 his offering was one silver 
plate, whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
offering; 74 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 75 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 76 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 77 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Pa'giel the son of Ochran. 

78 On the twelfth day Ahi'ra the son 
of Enan, the leader of the men of Naph' -
tali: 79 his offering was one silver plate, 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, both of them full of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a cereal offer
ing; 80 one golden dish of ten shekels, 
full of incense; 81 one young bull, one 
ram, one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 82 one male goat for a sin 
offering; 83 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male 



NUMBERS 7 124 Purification of the Levites 
goats, and five male lambs a year old. 
This was the offering of Ahi'ra the son 
of Enan. 

84 This was the dedication offering 
for the altar, on the day when it was 
anointed, from the leaders of Israel: 
twelve silver plates, twelve silver b:;sins, 
twelve golden dishes, 85 each silver 
plate weighing a hundred and thirty 
shekels and each basin seventy, all the 
silver of the vessels two thousand four 
hundred shekels according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, 86 the twelve golden 
dishes, full of incense, weighing ten 
shekels apiece according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, all the gold of the 
dishes being a hundred and twenty 
shekels; 87 all the cattle for the burnt 
offering twelve bulls, twelve rams, 
twelve male lambs a year old, with their 
cereal offering; and twelve male goats 
for a sin offering; 88 and all the cattle 
for the sacrifice of peace offerings 
twenty-four bulls, the rams sixty, the 
male goats sixty, the male lambs a year 
old sixty. This was the dedication offer
ing for the altar, after it was anointed. 

89 And when Moses went into the 
tent of meeting to speak with the LORD, 
he heard the voice speaking to him from 
above the mercy seat that was upon the 
ark of the testimony, from between the 
two cherubim; and it spoke to him. 

8 Now the LORD said to Moses, 
2 "Say to Aaron, When you set up 

the lamps, the seven lamps shall give 
light in front of the lampstand." 3And 
Aaron did so; he set up its lamps to give 
light in front of the lampstand, as the 
LORD commanded Moses. 4And this 
was the workmanship of the lampstand, 
hammered work of gold; from its base 
to its flowers, it was hammered work; 
according to the pattern which the 
LoRD had shown Moses, so he made the 
lampstand. 

5 And the LORD said to Moses, 
6 "Take the Levites from among the 
people of Israel, and cleanse them. 
7 And thus you shall do to them, to 
cleanse them: sprinkle the water of ex
piation upon them, and let them go with 
a razor over all their body, and wash 
their clothes and cleanse themselves. 
K Then let them take a young bull and 
its cereal offering of fine flour mixed 
with oil, and you shall take another 
young bull for a sin offering. YAnd you 
8.6-26: Num 3.5-13. 8.18: Num 3.11-13, 45. 

shall present the Levites before the tent 
of meeting, and assemble the whole con
gregation of the people of Israel. 
10 When you present the Levites before 
the LORD, the people of Israel shall lay 
their hands upon the Levites, 11 and 
Aaron shall offer the Levites before the 
LORD as a wave offering from the people 
of Israel, that it may be theirs to do the 
service of the LORD. 12 Then the Levites 
shall lay their hands upon the heads of 
the bulls ; and you shall offer the one for 
a sin offering and the other for a burnt 
offering to the LORD, to make atonement 
for the Levites. 13And you shall cause 
the Levites to attend Aaron and his 
sons, and shall offer them as a wave 
offering to the LORD. 

14 "Thus you shall separate the 
Levites from among the people of Israel, 
and the Levites shall be mine. 15And 
after that the Levites shall go in to do 
service at the tent of meeting, when you 
have cleansed them and offered them 
as a wave offering. 16 For they are 
wholly given to me from among the 
people of Israel; instead of all that open 
the womb, the first-born of all the 
people of Israel, I have taken them for 
myself. 17 For all the first-born among 
the people of Israel are mine, both or 
man and of beast; on the day that I slew 
all the first-born in the land of Egypt 1 
consecrated them for mvself. 1; and I 
have taken the Levites instead of all the 
first-born among the people of Israel. 
IYAnd I have given the Levites as a gilt 
to Aaron and his sons from among the 
people of Israel, to do the service for 
the people of Israel at the tent of meet
ing, and to make atonement for the 
people of Israel, that there may be nn 
plague among the people of Israel in 
case the people of Israel should come 
near the sanctuary." 

20 Thus did Moses and Aaron and all 
the congregation of the people of Israel 
to the Levites; according to all that th.: 
LORD commanded Moses concernin!! 
the Levites, the people of Israel did to 
them. 21And the Levites purified them
selves from sin, and washed their 
clothes; and Aaron offered them as a 
wave offering before the LORD. and 
Aaron made atonement for them to 
cleanse them. 22And after that the 
Levites went in to do their service in 
the tent of meeting in attendance upon 
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Aaron and his sons; as the LORD had man who is clean and is not on a jour
commanded Moses concerning the ney, yet refrains from keeping the pass
Levites, so they did to them. over, that person shall be cut off from 

23 And the LORD said to Moses, his people, because he did not offer the 
24 "This is what pertains to the Levites: LoRD's offering at its appointed time; 
from twenty-five years old and upward that man shall bear his sin. I4And if a 
they shall go in to perform the work in stranger sojourns among you, and will 
the service of the tent of meeting; 25 and keep the passover to the LORD, accord
from the age of fifty years they shall ing to the statute of the passover and 
withdraw from the work of the service according to its ordinance, so shall he 
and serve no more, 26 but minister to do; you shall have one statute, both for 
their brethren in the tent of meeting, to the sojourner and for the native." 
keep the charge, and they shall do no 15 On the day that the tabernacle was 
service. Thus shall you do to the set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, 
Levites in assigning their duties." the tent of the testimony; and at eve-

9 And the LORD spoke to Moses in ning it was over the tabernacle like the 
the wilderness of Sinai, in the first appearance of fire until morning. 16 So 

month of the second year after they had it was continually; the cloud covered it 
come out of the land of Egypt, saying, by day,d and the appearance of fire by 
2 "Let the people of Israel keep the night. I7And whenever the cloud was 
passover at its appointed time. 3 On the taken up from over the tent, after that 
fourteenth day of this month, in the people of Israel set out; and in the 
the evening, you shall keep it at its ap- place where the cloud settled down, 
pointed time; according to all its stat- there the people of Israel encamped. 
utes and all its ordinances you shall IBAt the command of the LORD the 
keep it." 4 So Moses told the people of people of Israel set out, and at the com
Israel that they should keep the pass- mand of the LORD they encamped; as 
over. 5And they kept the passover in the long as the cloud rested over the tabt:r
first month, on the fourteenth day of nacle, they remained in camp. 19 Even 
the month, in the evening, in the wilder- when the cloud continued over the 
ness of Sinai; according to all that the tabernacle many days, the people of 
LORD commanded Moses, so the people Israel kept the charge of the LORD, and 
of Israel did. 6And there were certain did not set out. 20 Sometimes the cloud 
men who were unclean through touch- was a few days over the tabernacle, and 
ing the dead body of a man, so that they according to the command of the LORD 
could not keep the passover on that they remained in camp; then according 
day; and they came before Moses and to the command of the LORD they set 
Aaron on that day; 7 and those men out. 21And sometimes the cloud re
said to him, "We are unclean through mained from evening until morning; 
touching the dead body of a man; why and when the cloud was taken up in the 
are we kept from offering the LORD'S morning, they set out, or if it continued 
offering at its appointed time among the for a day and a night, when the cloud 
people of Israel?" HAnd Moses said to was taken up they set out. 22 Whether it 
them, "Wait, that I may hear what the was two days, or a month, or a longer 
LORD will command concerning you." time, that the cloud continued over the 

9 The LORD said to Moses, 10 "Say tabernacle, abiding there, the people of 
to the people of Israel, If any man of Israel remained in camp and did not set 
you or of your descendants is unclean out; but when it was taken up they set 
through touching a dead body, or is out. 23At the command of the LORD 
afar off on a journey, he shall still keep they encamped, and at the command of 
the passover to the LORD. I I In the the LORD they set out; they kept the 
second month on the fourteenth day in charge of the LORD, at the command of 
the evening they shall keep it; they shall the LORD by Moses. 
eat It with unleavened bread and bitter 10 The LORD said to Moses, 
herbs. 12 They shall leave none of it 2 "Make two silver trumpets; of 
until the morning, nor break a bone of hammered work you shall make them ; 
it; according to all the statute for the and you shall use them for summoning 
passover they shall keep it. 13 But the the congregation, and for breaking 
"Gk Syr Vg: Heb lacks by day 9.1-5: Ex 12.1-14, 21-28. 9.12: Ex 12.46; Jn 19.36. 9.15-23: Ex 40.16-38. 
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camp. 3And when both are blown, all 
the congregation shall gather them
selves to you at the entrance of the tent 
of meeting. 4 But if they blow only one, 
then the leaders, the heads of the tribes 
of Israel, shall gather themselves to 
you. 5 When you blow an alarm, the 
camps that are on the east side shall set 
out. 6And when you blow an alarm the 
second time, the camps that are on the 
south side shall set out. An alarm is to 
be blown whenever they are to set out. 
7 But when the assembly is to be 
gathered together, you shall blow, but 
you shall not sound an alarm. 8And the 
sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow 
the trumpets. The trumpets shall be to 
you for a perpetual statute throughout 
your generations. 9And when you go to 
war in your land against the adversary 
who oppresses you, then you shall 
sound an alarm with the trumpets, that 
you may be remembered before the 
LORD your God, and you shall be saved 
from your enemies. to On the day of 
your gladness also, and at ·your ap
pointed feasts, and at the beginnings of 
your months, you shall blow the trum
pets over your burnt offerings and over 
the sacrifices of your peace offerings ; 
they shall serve you for remembrance 
before your God: I am the LORD your 
God." 

11 In the second year, in the second 
month, on the twentieth day of the 
month, the cloud was taken up from 
over the tabernacle of the testimony, 
12 and the people of Israel set out by 
stages from the wilderness of Sinai; 
and the cloud settled down in the wil
derness of Paran. 13 They set out for the 
first time at the command of the LoRD 
by Moses. 14 The standard of the camp 
of the men of Judah set out first by 
their companies; and over their host 
was Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab. 
Is And over the host of the tribe of the 
men of Is'sachar was Nethan'el the son 
of Zu'ar. 16And over the host of the 
tribe of the men of Zeb'ulun was 
Eli'ab the son of Helon. 

17 And when the tabernacle was 
taken down, the sons of Gershon and 
the sons of Merar'i, who carried the 
tabernacle, set out. 18And the standard 
of the camp of Reuben set out by their 
companies; and over their host was 
Eli'zur the son of Shed'eur. 19And over 
10.35: Ps 68.1-2. 

the host of the tribe of the men of 
Simeon was Shelu'mi-el the son of 
Zurishad'dai. 20And over the host of the 
tribe of the men of Gad was Eli'asaph 
the son of Deu'el. 

21 Then the Ko'hathites set out, 
carrying the holy things, and the taber
nacle was set up before their arrival. 
22And the standard of the camp of the 
men of E'phraim set out by their com
panies; and over their host was Eli sh' -
ama the son of Amrni'hud. 23And over 
the host of the tribe of the men of 
Manas'seh was Gama'liel the son of 
Pedah'zur. 24And over the host of the 
tribe of the men of Benjamin was 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'ni. 

25 Then the standard of the camp of 
the men of Dan, acting as the rear guard 
of all the camps, set out by their com
panies; and over their host was Ahie'zer 
the son of Amrnishad'dai. 26And over 
the host of the tribe of the men of Asher 
was Pa'giel the son of Ochran. 27And 
over the host of the tribe of the men of 
Naph'tali was Ahi'ra the son of Enan. 
28 This was the order of march of the 
people of Israel according to their 
hosts, when they set out. 

29 And Moses said to Hobab the son 
of Reu'el the Mid'ianite, Moses' father
in-law, "We are setting out for the place 
of which the LORD said, 'I will give it to 
you'; come with us, and we will do yo,1 
good; for the LORD has promised good 
to Israel." 30 But he said to him, "I will 
not go; I will depart to my own land 
and to my kindred." 31And he said, "Dn 
not leave us, I pray you, for you knO\\ 
how we are to encamp in the wilderness, 
and you will serve as eyes for us .. '2And 
if you go with us, whatever good the 
LORD will do to us, the same will we do 
to you." 

33 So they set out from the mount of 
the LORD three days' journey; and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD wem 
before them three davs' journev, w 
seek out a resting place -for them .. '4And 
the cloud of the LORD was over them 
by day, whenever they set out from the 
camp. 

35 And whenever the ark set out, 
Moses said, "Arise, 0 LORD, and let thv 
enemies be scattered; and let them th:ir 
hate thee flee before thee." 3t>And wh,·n 
it rested, he said, "Return, 0 LORD, to 
the ten thousand thousands of Israel. .. 
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11 And the people complained in the elders of the people and officers over 
the hearing of the LORD about them; and bring them to the tent of 

their misfortunes; and when the LORD meeting, and let them take their stand 
heard it, his anger was kindled, and the there with you. 17And I will come down 
fire of the LORD burned among them, and talk with you there; and I will take 
and consumed some outlying parts of some of the spirit which is upon you 
the camp. 2 Then the people cried to and put it upon them; and they shall 
Moses; and Moses prayed to the LORD, bear the burden of the people with you, 
and the fire abated. 3 So the name of that you may not bear it yourself alone. 
that place was called Tab'erah,' be- IHAnd say to the people, 'Consecrate 
cause the fire of the LORD burned yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall 
among them. eat meat; for you have wept in the hear-

4 Now the rabble that was among ing of the LORD, saying, "Who will give 
them had a strong craving; and the us meat to eat? For it was well with us 
people of Israel also wept again, and in Egypt." Therefore the LORD will give 
said, "O that we had meat to eat! 5 We you meat, and you shall eat. 19 You shall 
remember the fish we ate in Egypt for not eat one day, or two days, or five 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, days, or ten days, or twenty days, 20 but 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; a whole month, until it comes out at 
6 but now our strength is dried up, and your nostrils and becomes loathsome to 
there is nothing at all but this manna you, because you have rejected the 
to look at." LORD who is among you, and have wept 

7 Now the manna was like coriander before him, saying, "Why did we come 
seed, and its appearance like that of forth out of Egypt?" ' " 21 But Moses 
bdellium. K The people went about and said, "The people among whom I am 
gathered it, and ground it in mills or number six hundred thousand on foot; 
beat it in mortars, and boiled it in pots, and thou hast said, 'I will give them 
and made cakes of it; and the taste of it meat, that they may eat a whole 
was like the taste of cakes baked with month!' 22 Shall flocks and herds be 
oil. " When the dew fell upon the camp slaughtered for them, to suffice them? 
in the night, the manna fell with it. Or shall all the fish of the sea be 

10 Moses heard the people weeping gathered together for them, to suffice 
throughout their families, every man at them?" 2JAnd the LORD said to Moses, 
the door of his tent; and the anger of the "Is the LORD's hand shortened? Now 
LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was dis- you shall see whether my word will 
pleased. 11 Moses said to the LORD, come true for you or not." 
"Why hast thcu dealt ill with thy 24 So Moses went out and told the 
servant? And why have I not found people the words of the LORD; and he 
favor in thy sight, that thou dost lay the gathered seventy men of the elders of 
burden of all this people upon me? the people, and placed them round 
12 Did I conceive all this people? Did about the tent. 25 Then the LORD came 
I bring them forth, that thou shouldst down in the cloud and spoke to him, 
say to me, 'Carry them in your bosom, and took some of the spirit that was 
as a nurse carries the sucking child, to upon him and put it upon the seventy 
the land which thou didst swear to give elders; and when the spirit rested upon 
their fathers?' I.I Where am I to get them, they prophesied. But they did 
meat to give to all this people? For they so no more. 
weep before me and say, 'Give us meat, 26 Now two men remained in the 
that we may eat.' 14 I am not able to camp, one named Eldad, and the other 
carry all this people alone, the burden named Medad, and the spirit rested 
is too heavy for me. 15 If thou wilt deal upon them; they were among those 
thus with me, kill me at once, if I find registered, but they had not gone out to 
favor in thy sight, that I may not see the tent, and so they prophesied in the 
my wretchedness." camp. 27And a young man ran and told 

16 And the LORD said to Moses, Moses, "Eldad and Medad are proph
"Gather for me seventy men of the esying in the camp." 28And Joshua the 
elders of Israel, whom you know to be son of Nun, the minister of Moses, one 
" That is Burning 
11.4: I Cor 10.6. 



NUMBERS 11 128 Miriam and Aaron punished 
of his chosen men, said, "My lord the form of the LORD. Why then were 
Moses, forbid them." 29 But Moses you not afraid to speak against my 
said to him, "Are you jealous for my servant Moses?" 
sake? Would that all the LORD's people 9 And the anger of the LORD was 
were prophets, that the LORD would kindled against them, and he depaned; 
put his spirit upon them!" .IOAnd 10 and when the cloud removed from 
Moses and the elders of Israel re- over the tent, behold, Miriam was 
turned to the camp. leprous, as whire as snow. And Aaron 

31 And there went forth a wind from turned towards Miriam, and behold, she 
the LoRD, and it brought quails from was leprous. llAnd Aaron said to Moses, 
the sea, and let them fall beside the "Oh, my lord, do notg punish us be
camp, about a day's journey on this cause we have done foolishly and have 
side and a day's journey on the other sinned. 12 Lee her not be as one dead, 
side, round about the camp, and about of whom the flesh is half consumed 
two cubits above the face of the earth. when he comes our of his mother's 
32And the people rose all that day, and womb." 13And Moses cried to the 
all nighr, and all rhe nexr day, and LORD, "Heal her, 0 God, I beseech 
gathered the quails; he who gathered thee." 14 But the LORD said to Moses, 
least gathered ten homers; and they "If her father had but spit in her face, 
spread them out for themselves all should she not be shamed seven days? 
around the camp. 33 While the meat was Let her be shut up outside the camp 
yet between their teeth, before it was seven days, and after that she may be 
consumed, the anger of the LORD was brought in again." 15 So Miriam was 
kindled against the people, and the shut up outside the camp seven days; 
LORD smote the people with a very and the people did not set out on the 
great plague. 34 Therefore the name of march till Miriam was brought in 
that place was called Kib'roth-hatta'- again. 16After that the people set out 
avah/ because there they buried the from Haze'roth, and encamped in the 
people who had the craving. 35 From wilderness of Paran. 
Kib'roth-hatta'avah the people jour- 13 The LORD said to Moses, 
neyed to Haze'roth; and they remained 2 "Send men to spy out the land 
at Haze'roth. of Canaan, which I give to the people ol 

12 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Israel; from each tribe of their fathers 
Moses because of the Cushite shall you send a man, every one a 

woman whom he had married, for he leader among them." 3 So Moses sent 
had married a Cushite woman; 2 and them from the wilderness of Paran, ac
they said, "Has the LORD indeed spoken cording to the command of the LORD, 
only through Moses? Has he not all of them men who were heads of the 
spoken through us also?" And the people of Israel. 4And these were their 
LORD heard it. 3 Now the man Moses names: From the tribe of Reuben, 
was very meek, more than all men that Sharn'rnu-a the son of Zaccur; 5 from 
were on the face of the earth. 4And sud- the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of 
denly the LORD said to Moses and to Hori; 6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb 
Aaron and Miriam, "Corne out, you the son of Jephun'neh; 7 from the tribe 
three, to the tent of meeting." And the of Is'sachar, !gal the son of Joseph; 
three of them came out. SAnd the LORD 8 from the tribe of E'phrairn, Hoshe'a 
came down in a pillar of cloud, and thesonofNun;YfrornthetribeofBen
stood at the door of the tent, and called jamin, Palti the son of Raphu; IO from 
Aaron and Miriam; and they both came the tribe of Zeb'ulun, Gad'diel the son 
forward. 6And he said, "Hear my of Sodi; II from the tribe of Joseph 
words: If there is a prophet among you, (that is from the tribe of Manas'sehl, 
I the LORD make myself known to him Gaddi the son of Susi; 12 from the tribe 
in a vision, I speak with him in a dream. of Dan, Arn'rniel the son of Gernal'li; 
7 Not so with my servant Moses; he is 13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur th<' 
entrusted with all my house. 8 With son of Michael; 14 from the tribe of 
him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, Naph'tali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 
and not in dark speech; and he beholds 15 from the tribe of Gad, Geu'el thl' 
fThat is Graves of aavi"K !I Heb lay 1101 si11 upo11 11s 
11.34: 1 Cor 10.6. 12.7: Heb 3.2, 5-6. -12.8: Ex 33.11; Dcut 34.10. 
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son of Machi. 16 These were the names once, and occupy it; for we are well able 
of the men whom Moses sent to spy to overcome it." 31 Then the men who 
out the land. And Moses called Hoshe'a had gone up with him said, "We are not 
the son of Nun Joshua. able to go up against the people; for 

17 Moses sent them to spy out the they are stronger than we." 32 So they 
land of Canaan, and said to them, "Go brought to the people of Israel an evil 
up into the Negeb yonder, and go up report of the land which they had spied 
into the hill country, 18 and see what the out, saying, "The land, through which 
land is, and whether the people who we have gone, to spy it out, is a land 
dwell in it are strong or weak, whether that devours its inhabitants; and all the 
they are few or many, 19 and whether people that we saw in it are men of great 
the land that they dwell in is good or stature. 33And there we saw the Nephi
bad, and whether the cities that they Jim (the sons of Anak, who come from 
dwell in arr camps or strongholds, the Nephilim); and we seemed to our-
20 and whether the land is rich or poor, selves like grasshoppers, and so we 
and whether there is wood in it or not. seemed to them." 
Be of good courage, and bring some of 14 Then all the congregation raised 
the fruit of the land." Now the time a loud cry; and the people wept 
was the season of the first ripe grapes. that night. 2And all the people of Israel 

21 So they went up and spied out the murmured against Moses and Aaron; 
land from the wilderness of Zin to the whole congregation said to them, 
Rehab, near the entrance of Hamath. "Would that we had died in the land of 
22 They went up into the Negeb, and Egypt! Or would that we had died in 
came to Hebron; and Ahi'man, Sheshai, this wilderness! 3 Why does the LORD 
and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, bring us into this land, to fall by the 
were there. !Hebron was built seven sword? Our wives and our little ones 
years before Zo'an in Egypt.) 23And will become a prey; would it not be 
they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and better for us to go back to Egypt?" 
cut down from there a branch with a 4 And they said to one another, "Let 
single cluster of grapes, and they car- us choose a captain, and go back to 
ried it on a pole between two of them; Egypt." 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell 
they brought also some pomegranates on their faces before all the assembly of 
and figs. 24 That place was called the the congregation of the people of 
Valley of Eshcol,11 because of the clus- Israel. 6And Joshua the son of Nun 
ter which the men of Israel cut down and Caleb the son of Jephun'neh, who 
from there. were among those who had spied out 

25 At the end of forty days they re- the land, rent their clothes, 7 and said to 
turned from spying out the land. 26And all the congregation of the people of 
they came to Moses and Aaron and to Israel, "The land, which we passed 
all the congregation of the people of through to spy it out, is an exceedingly 
Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, 
Kadesh; they brought back word to he will bring us into this land and give 
them and to all the congregation, and it to us, a land which flows with milk 
showed them the fruit of the land. and honey. 9 Only, do not rebel against 
27And they told him, "We came to the the LoRD; and do not fear the people of 
land to which you sent us; it flows with the land, for they are bread for us; their 
milk and honey, and this is its fruit. protection is removed from them, and 
28 Yet the people who dwell in the land the LORD is with us; do not fear them." 
are strong, and the cities are fortified 10 But all the congregation said to stone 
and very large; and besides, we saw the them with stones. 
descendants of Anak there. 29 The Then the glory of the LORD appeared 
Amal'ekites dwell in the land of the at the tent of meeting to all the people 
Negeb; the Hittites, the Jeb'usites, and of Israel. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 
the Amorites dwell in the hill country; "How long will this people despise me? 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, And how long will they not believe in 
and along the Jordan." me, in spite of all the signs which I 

30 But Caleb quieted the people be- have wrought among them? 12 I will 
fore Moses, and said, "Let us go up at strike them with the pestilence and dis-
'• Thar is C/11.•ter 13.33: Gen 6.4. 14.3: Acts 7.19. 14.11-25: Ex 32.9-14, 31-35. 
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inherit them, and I will make of you the people of Israel, which they mur
a nation greater and mightier than mur against me. 28 Say to them, 'As I 
they." live,' says the LORD, 'what you have 

13 But Moses said to the LoRD, said in my hearing I will do to you: 
"Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for 29 your dead bodies shall fall in this 
thou didst bring up this people in thy wilderness; and of all your number, 
might from arnong them, 14 and they numbered from twenty years old and 
will tell the inhabitants of this land. upward, who have murmured against 
They have heard that thou, 0 LORD, me, 30 not one shall come into the land 
art in the midst of this people; for thou, where I swore that I would make you 
O LORD, art seen face to face, and thy dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephun' -
cloud stands over them and thou goest neh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But 
before them, in a pillar of cloud by day your little ones, who you said would 
and in a pillar of fire by night. IS Now become a prey, I will bring in, and they 
if thou dost kill this people as one man, shall know the land which you have 
then the nations who have heard thy despised. 32 But as for you, your dead 
fame will say, 16 'Because the LORD was bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 
not able to bring chis people into the 33And your children shall be shepherds 
land which he swore to give to them, in the wilderness forty years, and shall 
therefore he has slain them in the wil- suffer for your faithlessness, until the 
derness.' 17And now, I pray thee, let che last of your dead bodies lies in the wil
power of the LORD be great as thou hast derness. 34According to the number of 
promised, saying, 1 H 'The LORD is slow the days in which you spied out the 
co anger, and abounding in sceadfast land, forty days, for every day a year, 
love, forgiving iniquity and transgres- you shall bear your iniquity, forty years, 
sion, but he will by no means clear the and you shall know my displeasure.' 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of fathers 35 I, the LORD, have spoken; surely this 
upon children, upon the chird and upon will I do to all this wicked congregation 
the fourth generation.' 19 Pardon the that are gathered together against me: 
iniquity of this people, I pray thee, .ac- in this wilderness they shall come to a 
cording co the greatness of thy steadfast full end, and there they shall die." 
love, and according as thou hast for- 36 And the men whom Moses sent to 
given this people, from Egypt even spy out the land, and who returned and 
until now." made all the congregation to murmur 

20 Then the LORD said, "I have par- against him by bringing up an evil 
doncd, according to your word; 21 but report against the land, 37 the men who 
truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall brought up an evil report of the land, 
be filled with the glory of che LORD, died by plague before the LORD. 38 But 
n none of the men who have seen my Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 
glory and my signs which I wrought in son of Jephun'neh remained alive, of 
Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet those men who went co spy out the 
have put me to the proof these ten times land. 
and have not hearkened to my voice, 39 And Moses told these words to all 
23 shall see the land which I swore to the people of Israel, and the people 
give to their fathers; and none of those mourned greatly. 40And they rose early 
who despised me shall see it. 24 But my in the morning, and went up to the 
servant Caleb, because he has a different heights of the hill country, saying, "Sec, 
spirit and has followed me fully, I will we are here, we will go up to the place 
bring into the land into which he went, which the LORD has promised; for we 
and his descendants shall possess it. have sinned." 4 1 But Moses said, "Why 
25 Now, since the Amal'ekites and the now are you transgressing the command 
Canaanites dwell in the valleys, turn of the LORD, for that will not succeed) 
tomorrow and set out for the wilderness 42 Do not go up Iese you be struck 
by the way to the Red Sea." down before your enemies, for thL' 

26 And the LORD said to Moses and LORD is not among you. 43 For there the 
to Aaron, 27 "How long shall this Amal'ekites and the Canaanites are be
wicked congregation murmur against fore you, and you shall fall by the 
me? I have heard the murmurings of sword; because you have turned back 
14.22-23: Heb 3.IS. 14.29: Heb 3.17. 14.33: Acts 7.36. 
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from following the LORD, the LORD will stranger who sojourns with you, a per
not be with you." 44 But they presumed petual statute throughout your genera
to go up to the heights of the hill tions; as you are, so shall the sojourner 
country, although neither the ark of the be before the LORD. 16 One law and one 
covenant of the LORD, nor Moses, de- ordinance shall be for you and for the 
parted out of the camp. 45 Then the stranger who sojourns with you." 
Amal'ekites and the Canaanites who 17 The LORD said to Moses, IM "Say 
dwelt in that hill country came down, to the people of Israel, When you come 
and defeated them and pursued them, into the land to which I bring you 
even to Hormah. 19 and when you eat of the food of the 

15 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say land, you shall present an offering to 
to the people of Israel, When the LORD. 20 Of the first of your coarse 

you come into the land you are to in- meal you shall present a cake as an 
habit, which I give you, .1 and you offer offering; as an offering from the thresh
to the LORD from the herd or from the ing floor, so shall you present it. 21 Of 
flock an offering by fire or a burnt offer- the first of your coarse meal you shall 
ing or a sacrifice, to fulfil a vow or as a give to the LORD an offering throughout 
freewill offering or at your appointed your generations. 
feasts, to make a pleasing odor to the 22 "But if you err, and do not observe 
LORD, 4 then he who brings his offering all these commandments which the 
shall offer to the LORD a cereal offering LORD has spoken to Moses, 23 all that 
of a tenth of an ephah of fine flour, the LORD has commanded you by 
mixed with a fourth of a hin of oil; Moses, from the day that the LORD 
s and wine for the drink offering, a gave commandment, and onward 
fourth of a hin, you shall prepare with throughout your generations, 24 then if 
the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, it was done unwittingly without the 
for each Iamb. 6 Or for a ram, you shall knowledge of the congregation, all the 
prepare for a cereal offering two tenths congregation shall offer one young bull 
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a for a burnt offering, a pleasing odor to 
third of a hin of oil; 7 and for the drink the LORD, with its cereal offering and 
offering you shall offer a third of a hin its drink offering, according to the 
of wine, a pleasing odor to the LORD. ordinance, and one male goat for a sin 
HAnd when you prepare a bull for a offering. 25And the priest shall make 
burnt offering, or for a sacrifice, to fultil atonement for all the congregation of 
a vow, or for peace offerings to the the people of Israel, and they shall be 
LORD, 9 then one shall offer with the forgiven; because it was an error, and 
bull a cereal offering of three tenths of they have brought their offering, an 
an ephah of fine flour, mixed with half offering by fire to the LORD, and their 
a hin of oil, 10 and you shall offer for the sin offering before the LORD, for their 
drink offering half a hin of wine, as an error. 26And all the congregation of the 
offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the people of Israel shall be forgiven, and 
LORD. the stranger who sojourns among them, 

11 "Thus it shall be done for each because the whole population was 
bull or ram, or for each of the male involved in the error. 
lambs or the kids. 12According to the 27 "If one person sins unwittingly, 
number that you prepare, so shall you he shall offer a female goat a year old 
do with every one according to their for a sin offering. 28And the priest shall 
number. LIAll who are native shall do make atonement before the LORD for 
these things in this way, in offering an the person who commits an error, when 
offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the he sins unwittingly, to make atonement 
LORD. 14And if a stranger is sojourning for him; and he shall be forgiven. 29 You 
with you, or any one is among you shall have one law for him who does 
th:roughout your generations, and he anything unwittingly, for him who is 
wishes to offer an offering by fire, a native among the people of Israel, and 
pleasing odor to the LORD, he shall do for the stranger who sojourns among 
as you do. 15 For the assembly, there them. JO But the person who does any
shall be one statute for you and for the thing with a high hand, whether he is 
rn:~t:.11.~ L~-~~;2~~;. 24.22; Num 15.15-16, 29. 15.17-21: Ex 34.26; Lev 23.14. 15.22-28: Lev 4.13-21. 
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native or a sojourner, reviles the LoRD, 
and that person shall be cut off from 
among his people. 31 Because he has 
despised the word of the LORD, and has 
broken his conunandment, that person 
shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall 
be upon him." 

32 While the people of Israel were in 
the wilderness, they found a man 
gathering sticks on the sabbath day. 
33And those who found him gathering 
sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, 
and to all the congregation . .14 They put 
him in custody, because it had not been 
made plain what should be done to 
him. 35And the LoRD said to Moses, 
"The man shall be put to death; all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones 
outside the camp." 36And all the con
gregation brought him outside the camp, 
and stoned him to death with stones, 
as the LORD conunanded Moses. 

37 The LORD said to Moses, 3H "Speak 
to the people of Israel, and bid them to 
make tassels on the corners of their gar
ments throughout their generations, 
and to put upon the tassel of each cor
ner a cord of blue; 39 and it shall be to 
you a tassel to look upon and remember 
all the conunandments of the LORD, to 
do them, not to follow after your own 
heart and your own eyes, which you are 
inclined to go after wantonly. 40 So you 
shall remember and do all my com
mandments, and be holy to your God. 
41 I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
to be your God : I am the LORD your 
God." 

16 Now Korah the son of Izhar, 
son of Kohath, son of Levi, and 

Dathan and Abi'ram the sons of Eli'ab, 
and On the son of Peleth, sons of 
Reuben, 2 took men; and they rose up 
before Moses, with a number of the 
people of Israel, two hundred and fifty 
leaders of the congregation, chosen 
from the assembly, well-known men; 
3 and they assembled themselves to
gether against Moses and against Aaron, 
and said to them, "You have gone too 
far! For all the congregation arc holy, 
every one of them, and the LORD is 
among them; why then do you exalt 
yourselves above the assembly of the 
LoRD?" 4 When Moses heard it, he fell 
on his face; 5 and he said to Kornh and 
all his company, "In the morning the 
15.38-40: Deut 22.12. 16.5: 2 Tim 219. 

LORD will show who is his, and who is 
holy, and will cause him to come near 
to him; him whom he will choose he 
will cause to come near to him. 6 Do 
this: take censers, Korah and all hi' 
company; 7 put fire in them and put 
incense upon them before the LORD 
tomorrow, and the man whom th.: 
LORD chooses shall be the holy one. 
You have gone too far, sons of Levi'" 
HAnd Moses said to Korah, "Hear now. 
you sons of Levi: 9 is it too small a thing 
for you that the God of Israel ha> 
separated you from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to himself, tl• 
do service in the tabernacle of the LORD. 
and to stand before the congregation to 
minister to them; 10 and that he ha' 
brought you near him, and all your 
brethren the sons of Le\·i with vou' 
And would you seek the priesthood 
also? 11 Therefore it is against the LORD 
that you and all your company have 
gathered together; what i' Aaron that 
you murmur against him?" 

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan 
and Abi'ram the sons of Eli ·ab; and the\· 
said, "We will not come up. u Is it a 
small thing that you have brought us up 
out of a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that 
you must also make yourself a prince· 
over us? 14 Moreover vou ha\·e nn1 
brought us into a land. flowing wirh 
m.ilk and honey, nor given us inherit 
ance of fields and vinenrds. \':'ill vou 
put out the eyes of these men? \X'e \\·ill 
not come up." 

15 And Moses was very angry, and 
said to the LORD, "Do not respect rhei1 
offering. I have not taken one ass from 
them, and I have not harmed one ul 
them." 16And Moses said to Korah. 
"Be present, you and all your compan,-. 
before the LORD, you and ~hey, and 
Aaron tomorrow· 17 and let e\·en· one 
of yotl take his ce'nser, and put in-censc 
upon it, and every one of you bring 
before the LORD his censer, two hun
dred and fifty censers; you also, and 
Aaron, each his censer." ls So even 
man took his censer, and they put fir.
in them and laid incense upon them. 
and they stood at the entrance of the 
tent of meeting with i\1oscs and Aaron. 
19 Then Kornh assembled all the con
gregation against them m the entrance· 
of the tent of meeting. And the glory ,,( 
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the LORD appeared to all the con- blaze; then scatter the fire far and wide. 
gregation. For they are holy, 38 the censers of 

20 And the LORD said to Moses and these men who have sinned at the cost 
to Aaron, 21 "Separate yourselves from of their lives; so let them be made into 
among this congregation, that I may hammered plates as a covering for the 
consume them in a moment." 22And altar, for they offered them before the 
they fell on their faces, and said,"0 LORD; therefore they are holy. Thus 
God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, they shall be a sign to the people of 
shall one man sin, and wilt thou be Israel." 39 So Elea'zar the priest took 
angry with all the congregation?" 23And the bronze censers, which those who 
the LoRD said to Moses, 24 "Say to the were burned had offered; and they were 
congregation, Get away from about the hammered out as a covering for the 
dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abi'- altar, 40 to be a reminder to the people 
ram." of Israel, so that no one who is not a 

25 Then Moses rose and went to priest, who is not of the descendants of 
Dathan and Abi'ram; and the elders of Aaron, should draw near to bum in
Israel followed him. 26And he said to cense before the LORD, lest he become 
the congregation, "Depart, I pray you, as Korah and as his company-as the 
from the tents of these wicked men, and LORD said to Elea'zar through Moses. 
touch nothing of theirs, lest you be 41 But on the morrow all the con
swept away with all their sins." 27 So gregation of the people of Israel mur
they got away from about the dwelling mured against Moses and against 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abi'ram; and Aaron, saying, "You have killed the 
Dathan and Abi'ram came out and people of the LORD." 42And when the 
stood at the door of their tents, together congregation had assembled against 
with their wives, their sons, and their Moses and against Aaron, they turned 
little ones. 2HAnd Moses said, "Hereby toward the tent of meeting; and be
you shall know that the LORD has sent hold, the cloud covered it, and the glory 
me to do all these works, and that it has of the LORD appeared. 43And Moses and 
not been of my own accord. 29 If these Aaron came to the front of the tent of 
men die the common death of all men, meeting, 44 and the LORD said to Moses, 
or if they are visited by the fate of all 45 "Get away from the midst of this 
men, then the LORD has not sent me. congregation, that I may consume them 
30 But if the LORD creates something in a moment." And they fell on their 
new, and the ground opens its mouth, faces. 46And Moses said to Aaron, 
and swallows them up, with all that be- "Take your censer, and put fire therein 
longs to them, and they go down alive from off the altar, and lay incense on it, 
into Sheol, then you shall know that and carry it quickly to the congregation, 
these men have despised the LORD." and make atonement for them; for 

31 And as he finished speaking all wrath has gone forth from the LORD, 
these words, the ground under them the plague has begun." 47 So Aaron 
split asunder; 32 and the earth opened took it as Moses said, and ran into the 
its mouth and swallowed them up, with midst of the assembly; and behold, 
their households and all the men that the plague had already begun among the 
belonged to Korah and all their goods. people; and he put on the incense, and 
33 So they and all that belonged to them made atonement for the people. 4HAnd 
went down alive into Sheol; and the he stood between the dead and the 
earth closed over them, and they living; and the plague was stopped. 
perished from the midst of the as- 49 Now those who died by the plague 
sembly. .14 And all Israel that were were fourteen thousand seven hundred, 
round about them fled at their cry; for besides those who died in the affair of 
they said, "Lest the earth swallow us Korah. SOAnd Aaron returned to Moses 
up!" ·15And fire came forth from the at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
LoRD, and consumed the two hundred when the plague was stopped. 
and fifty men offering the incense. 17; The LORD said to Moses, 

36; Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the people of Israel, 
37 "Tell Elea'zar the son of Aaron the and get from them rods, one for each 
priest to take up the censers out of the fathers' house, from all their leaders ac
; Ch 17.1 in Heb J Ch 17.16 in Heb 
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cording to their fathers' houses, twelve 
rods. Write each man's name upon his 
rod, 3 and write Aaron's name upon the 
rod of Levi. For there shall be one rod 
for the head of each fathers' house. 
4 Then you shall deposit them in the 
tent of meeting before the testimony, 
where I meet with you. 5And the rod of 
the man whom I choose shall sprout; 
thus I will make to cease from me the 
murmurings of the people of Israel, 
which they murmur against you." 
6 Moses spoke to the people of Israel; 
and all their ieaders gave him rods, one 
for each leader, according to their 
fathers' houses, twelve rods; and the 
rod of Aaron was among their rods. 
7 And Moses deposited the rods before 
the LORD in the tent of the testimony. 

8 And on the morrow Moses went 
into the tent of the testimony; and be
hold, the rod of Aaron for the house of 
Levi had sprouted and put forth buds, 
and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe 
almonds. 9 Then Moses brought out all 
the rods from before the LORD to all the 
people of Israel; and they looked, and 
each man took his rod. IOAnd the LORD 
said to Moses, "Put back the rod of 
Aaron before the testimony, to be kept 
as a sign for the rebels, that you may 
make an end of their murmurings 
against me, lest they die." 11 Thus did 
Moses; as the LORD commanded him, 
so he did. 

12 And the people of Israel said to 
Moses, "Behold, we perish, we are un
done, we are all undone. U Every one 
who comes near, who comes near to the 
tabernacle of the LORD, shall die. Are 
we all to perish?" 

18 So the LORD said to Aaron, 
"You and your sons and your 

fathers' house with you shall bear in
iquity in connection with the sanctuary; 
and you and your sons with you shall 
bear iniquity in connection with your 
priesthood. 2And with you bring your 
brethren also, the tribe of Levi, the 
tribe of your father, that they may join 
you, and minister to you while you and 
your sons with you are before the tent 
of the testimony. 3 They shall anend 
you and attend to all duties of the tent; 
but shall not come near to the vessels of 
the sanctuary or to the altar, lest they, 
and you, die. 4 They shall join you, and 
I.: Heb scrvia vf .r:1ft 
IB.J-4, 23: Num L50·5l; l.5-8, 21-l7; 4.1-JJ; 8.19. 

attend to the tent of meeting, for all the 
service of the tent; and no one else shall 
come near you. 5And you shall anend 
to the duties of the sanctuary and the 
duties of the altar, that there be wrath 
no more upon the people of Israel. 6And 
behold, I have taken your brethren the 
Levites from among the people of 
Israel; they are a gift to you, given to 
the LORD, to do the service of the tent 
of meeting. 7 And you and your sons 
with you shall attend to your priesthood 
for all that concerns the altar and that is 
within the veil; and you shall serve. I 
give your priesthood as a gift,k and any 
one else who comes near shall be put to 
death." 

8 Then the LORD said to Aaron, "And 
behold, I have given you whatever is 
kept of the offerings made to me, all the 
consecrated things of the people of 
Israel; I have given them to you as a 
portion, and to your sons as a perpetual 
due. 9 This shall be yours of the most 
holy things, reserved from the fire; 
every offering of theirs, every cereal 
offering of theirs and every sin offering 
of theirs and every guilt offering of 
theirs, which they render to me, shall 
be most holy to you and to your sons. 
1 o In a most holy place shall you eat of 
it; every male may eat of it; it is holy to 
you. 11 This also is yours, the offering ol 
their gift, all the wave offerings of the 
people of Israel; I have given them to 
you, and to your sons and daughters 
with you, as a perpetual due; every one 
who is clean in your house may eat of it. 
12All the best of the oil, and all the best 
of the wine and of the grain, the firs! 
fruits of what they give to the LORD, I 
give to you. B The first ripe fruits of all 
that is in their land, which they bring 
to the LORD, shall be yours; every one 
who is clean in your house may eat ot 
it. 14 Every devoted thing in Israel shall 
be yours. 15 Everything that opens the 
womb of all flesh, whether man or 
beast, which they offer to the LORD. 
shall be yours; nevertheless the first
born of man you shall redeem, and the 
firstling of unclean beasts you shall 
redeem. 16And their redemption price 
(at a month old you shall redeem them) 
you shall fix at five shekels in silver, ac
cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
which is twenty gerahs. 17 But the first-

18.14: Lev 27.28. 
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Jing of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, fore you shall say to them, 'When you 
or the firstling of a goat, you shall not have offered from it the best of it, then 
redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle the rest shall be reckoned to the Levites 
their blood upon the altar, and shall as produce of the threshing floor, and as 
burn their fat as an offering by fire, a produce of the wine press; 31 and you 
pleasing odor to the LORD; I~ but their may eat it in any place, you and your 
flesh shall be yours, as the breast that is households; for it is your reward in 
waved and as the right thigh are yours. return for your service in the tent of 
19All the holy offerings which the meeting. 32And you shall bear no sin by 
people of Israel present to the LORD I reason of it, when you have offered the 
give to you, and to your sons and best of it. And you shall not profane the 
daughters with you, as a perpetual due; holy things of the people of Israel, lest 
it is a covenant of salt for ever before you die.' " 
the LORD for you and for your offspring 19 Now the LORD said to Moses 
with you." 20And the LORD said to and to Aaron, 2 "This is the 
Aaron, "You shall have no inheritance statute of the law which the LORD has 
in their land, neither shall you have any commanded: Tell the people of Israel 
portion among them; I am your portion to bring you a red heifer without defect, 
and your inheritance among the people in which there is no blemish, and upon 
of Israel. which a yoke has never come. 3And you 

21 "To the Levites I have given every shall give her to Elea'zar the priest, and 
tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in re- she shall be taken outside the camp and 
turn for their service which they serve, slaughtered before him; 4 and Elea'zar 
their service in the tent of meeting. the priest shall take some of her blood 
22And henceforth the people of Israel with his finger, and sprinkle some of her 
shall not come near the tent of meeting, blood toward the front of the tent of 
lest they bear sin and die. 23 But the meeting seven times. SAnd the heifer 
Levites shall do the service of the tent shall be burned in his sight; her skin, 
of meeting, and they shall bear their her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, 
iniquity; it shall be a perpetual statute shall be burned; 6 and the priest shall 
throughout your generations; and take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet 
among the people of Israel they shall stuff, and cast them into the midst of 
have no inheritance. 24 For the tithe of the burning of the heifer. 7 Then the 
the people of Israel, which they present priest shall wash his clothes and bathe 
as an offering to the LORD, I have given his body in water, and afterwards he 
to the Levites for an inheritance; there- shall come into the camp; and the priest 
fore I have said of them that they shall shall be unclean until evening. 8 He 
have no inheritance among the people who burns the heifer shall wash his 
of Israel." clothes in water and bathe his body in 

25 And the LORD said to Moses, water, and shall be unclean until eve-
26 "Moreover you shall say to the Le- ning. 1JAnd a man who is clean shall 
vites, 'When you take from the people gather up the ashes of the heifer, and 
of Israel the tithe which I have given deposit them outside the camp in a 
you from them for your inheritance, clean place; and they shall be kept for 
then you shall present an offering from the congregation of the people of Israel 
it to the LoRD, a tithe of the tithe. 27And for the water for impurity, for the re
your offering shall be reckoned to you moval of sin. IOAnd he who gathers the 
as though it were the grain of the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, 
threshing floor, and as the fulness of and be unclean until evening. And this 
the wine press. 2K So shall you also shall be to the people of Israel, and to 
present an offering to the LORD from all the stranger who sojourns among them, 
your tithes, which you receive from the a perpetual statute. 
people of Israel; and from it you shall 11 "He who touches the dead body 
give the LoRD's offering to Aaron the of any person shall be unclean seven 
priest. 29 Out of all the gifts to you, you days; 12 he shall cleanse himself with the 
shall present every offering due to the water on the third day and on the 
LORD, from all the best of them, giving seventh day, and so be clean; but if he 
the hallowed part from them.' 30 There- does not cleanse himself on the third 
18.10: 2 Chron IJ.5. 
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day and on the seventh day, he will not selves together against Moses and 
become clean. 13 Whoever touches a against Aaron. 3And the people con
dead person, the body of any man who tended with Moses, and said, "Would 
has died, and does not cleanse himself, that we had died when our brethren 
defiles the tabernacle of the LORD, and died before the LORD! 4 Why have you 
that person shall be cut off from Israel; brought the assembly of the LORD into 
because the water for impurity was not this wilderness, that we should die here, 
thrown upon him, he shall be unclean; both we and our cattle? SAnd why have 
his uncleanness is still on him. you made us come up out of Egypt, to 

14 "This is the law when a man dies bring us to this evil place? It is no place 
in a tent: every one who comes into the for grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegran
tent, and every one who is in the tent, ates; and there is no water to drink." 
shall be unclean seven days. lSAnd every 6 Then Moses and Aaron went from the 
open vessel, which has no cover fas- presence of the assembly to the door of 
tened upon it, is unclean. 16 Whoever the tent of meeting, and fell on their 
in the open field touches one who is faces. And the glory of the LORD ap
slain with a sword, or a dead body, or a peared to them, 7 and the LORD said to 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be un- Moses, 8 "Take the rod, and assemble 
clean seven days. 17 For the unclean the congregation, you and Aaron your 
they shall take some ashes of the burnt brother, and tell the rock before their 
sin offering, and running water shall be eyes to yield its water; so you shall bring 
added in a vessel; 18 then a clean person water out of the rock for them; so you 
shall take hyssop, and dip it in the shall give drink to the congregation and 
water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and their cattle." YAnd Moses took the rod 
upon all the furnishings, and upon the from before the LORD, as he com
persons who were there, and upon him mantled him. 
who touched the bone, or the slain, or 10 And Moses and Aaron gathered 
the dead, or the grave; 19 and the clean the assembly together before the rock, 
person shall sprinkle upon the unclean and he said to them, "Hear now, you 
on the third day and on the seventh day; rebels; shall we bring forth water for 
thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse you out of this rock?" 11And Moses 
him, and he shall wash his clothes and lifted up his hand and struck the rock 
bathe himself in water, and at evening with his rod twice; and water came 
he shall be clean. forth abundantly, and the congregation 

20 "But the man who is unclean and drank, and their cattle. 12And the LORD 
does not cleanse himself, that person said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you 
shall be cut off from the midst of the did not believe in me, to sanctify me in 
assembly, since he has defiled the the eyes of the people of Israel, there
sanctuary of the LORD; because the fore you shall not bring this assembly 
water for iml'urity has not been thrown into the land which I have given them." 
upon him, he is unclean. 21And it shall 13 These are the waters of Mer'ibah, 1 

be a perpetual statute for them. He who where the people of Israel contended 
sprinkles the water for impurity shall with the LORD, and he: showed himsell 
wash his clothes; and he who touches holy among them. 
the water for impurity shall be unclean 14 Moses sent messengers from 
until evening. 22And whatever the un- Kadesh to the king of Edom, "Thm 
clean person touches shall be unclean; says your brother Israel: You know all 
and any one who touches it shall be the adversitv that has befallen us · 
unclean until evening." IS how our fathers went down to Egypt, 

20 And the people of Israel, the and we dwelt in Egypt a long time; and 
whole congregation, came into the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and 

the wilderness of Zin in the first month, our fathers; 16 and when we cried to the 
and the people stayed in Kadesh; and LORD, he heard our voice, and sent an 
Miriam died there, and was buried angel and brought us forth out of Egypt; 
there. and here we are in Kadesh, a cit\' on the 

2 Now there was no water for the edge of your territory. 17 Now kt m 
congregation; and they assembled them- pass through your land. We will not 
I That is C.:t"1h''1l;OI/ 
20.2-13: Ex 17.2-7. 
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pass through field or vineyard, neith~r so the name of the place was called 
will we drink water from a well; we will Hormah. m 
go along the King's Highway, we will 4 From Mount Hor they set out by 
not turn aside to the right hand or to the the way to the Red Sea, to go around 
left, until we have passed through your the land of Edom; and the people be
territory." 18 But Edom said to him, came impatient on the way. SAnd the 
"You shall not pass through, lest I come people spoke against God and against 
out with the sword against you." •9And Moses, "Why have you brought us up 
the people of Israel said to him, "We out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
will go up by the highway; and if we For there is no food and no water, and 
drink of your water, I and my cattle, we loathe this worthless food." 6 Then 
then I will pay for it; let me only pass the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 
through on foot, nothing more." 20 But people, and they bit the people, so that 
he said, "You shall not pass through." many people of Israel died. 7And the 
And Edom came out against them with people came to Moses, and said, "We 
many men, and with a strong force. have sinned, for we have spoken against 
21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel the LORD and against you; pray to the 
passage through his territory; so Israel LORD, that he take away the serpents 
turned away from him. from us." So Moses prayed for the 

22 And they journeyed from Kadesh, people. HAnd the LORD said to Moses, 
and the people of Israel, the whole con- "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a 
gregation, came to Mount Hor. 23And pole; and every one who is bitten, when 
the LORD said to Moses and Aaron at he sees it, shall live." 9 So Moses made 
Mount Hor, on the border of the land a bronze serpent, and set it on a pole; 
of Edom, 24 "Aaron shall be gathered and if a serpent bit any man, he would 
to his people; for he shall not enter the look at the bronze serpent and live. 
land which I have given to the people 10 And the people of Israel set out, 
of Israel, because you rebelled against and encamped in Oboth. 1 lAnd they set 
my command at the waters of Mer'ibah. out from Oboth, and encamped at 
2s Take Aaron and Elea'zar his son, and l'ye-ab'arim, in the wilderness which is 
bring them up to Mount Hor; 26 and opposite Moab, toward the sunrise. 
strip Aaron of his garments, and put 12 From there they set out, and en
them upon Elea'zar his son; and Aaron camped in the Valley of Zered. 13 From 
shall be gathered to his people, and there they set out, and encamped on the 
shall die there." 27 Moses did as the other side of the Amon, which is in the 
LORD commanded; and they went up wilderness, that extends from the boun
Mount Hor in the sight of all the con- dary of the Amorites; for the Amon is 
gregation. 2KAnd Moses stripped Aaron the boundary of Moab, between Moab 
of his garments, and put them upon and the Amorites. 14 Wherefore it is 
Elea'zar his son; and Aaron died there said in the Book of the Wars of the 
on the top of the mountain. Then LORD, 
Moses and Elea'zar came down from "Waheb in Suphah, 
the mountain. 29 And when all the con- and the valleys of the Amon, 
gregation saw that Aaron was dead, all 1 s and the slope of the valleys 
the house of Israel wept for Aaron that extends to the seat of Ar, 
thirty days. and leans to the border of Moab." 

21 When the Canaanite, the king 16 And from there they continued to 
of Arad, who dwelt in the Negeb, Beer;" that is the well of which the 

heard that hrael was coming by the LORD said to Moses, "Gather the people 
way of Atharim, he fought against together, and I will give them water." 
Israel, and took some of them captive. 17 Then Israel sang this song: 
~And Israel vowed a vow to the LORD, "Spring up, 0 well !-Sing to it!-
and said, "If thou wilt indeed give this I H the well which the princes dug, 
people into my hand, then I will utterly which the nobles of the people 
destroy their cities." -1And the LORD delved, 
hearkened to the voice of Israel, and with the scepter and with their 
gave over the Canaanites; and they staves." 
utterly destroyed them and their cities; And from the wilderness they went on 
111 Hl'h f)l'1frl4;t1011 "Thar is W,·11 20.25-29: Num 11.18-19. 21.1: Num 'H-40. 
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to Mat'tanah, 19 and from Mat'tanah to 
Nahal'iel, and from Nahal'iel to Ba
moth, 20 and from Bamoth to the valley 
lying in the region of Moab by the top 
of Pisgah which looks down upon the 
desert." 

21 Then Israel sent messengers to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 
22 "Let me pass through your land; we 
will not tum aside into field or vineyard; 
we will not drink the water of a well; we 
will go by the King's Highway, until we 
have passed through your territory." 
23 But Sihon would not allow Israel to 
pass through his territory. He gathered 
all his men together, and went out 
against Israel to the wilderness, and 
came to Jahaz, and fought against 
Israel. 24And Israel slew him with the 
edge of the sword, and took possession 
of his land from the Amon to the Jab
bok, as far as to the Ammonites; for 
Jazer was the boundary of the Am
monites.P 25And Israel took all these 
cities, and Israel serried in all the cities 
of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all 
its villages. 26 For Heshbon was the city 
of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought against the former king of 
Moab and taken all his land out of his 
hand, as far as the Amon. 27 Therefore 
the ballad singers say, 
"Come to Heshbon, let it be built, 

let the city of Sihon be established. 
28 For fire went forth from Heshbon, 

flame from the city of Sihon. 
It devoured Ar of Moab, 

the lords of the heights of the 
Amon. 

29 Woe to you, 0 Moab! 
You are undone, 0 people of 

Chemosh! 
He has made his sons fugitives, 

and his daughters captives, 
to an Amorite king, Sihon. 

JO So their posterity perished from 
Heshbon,q as far as Dibon, 

and we laid waste until fire spread 
to Med'eba."' 

31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of 
the Amorites. l2And Moses sent to spy 
out J azer; and they took its villages, and 
dispossessed the Amorites that were 
there. 33 Then they turned and went up 
by the way to Bashan; and Og the king 

of Bashan came out against them, he 
and all his people, to battle at Ed're-i. 
:l4 But the LORD said to Moses, "Do not 
fear him; for I have given him into your 
hand, and all his people, and his land; 
and you shall do to him as you did to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt 
at Heshbon." 35 So they slew him, and 
his sons, and all his people, until there 
was not one survivor left to him; and 
they possessed his land. 

22 Then the people of Israel ·set 
out, and encamped in the plains 

of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho. 
2And Balak the son of Zippor saw all 
that Israel had done to the Amorites. 
lAnd Moab was in great dread of the 
people, because they were many; Moab 
was overcome with fear of the people of 
Israel. 4And Moab said to the elders of 
Mid'ian, "This horde will now lick up 
all that is round about us, as the ox licks 
up the grass of the field." So Balak the 
son of Zippor, who was king of Moab 
at that time, s sent messengers to 
Balaam the son of Be'or at Pethor, 
which is near the River, in the land of 
Amaw to call him, saying, "Behold, a 
people has come out of Egypt; they 
cover the face of the earth, and they are 
dwelling opposite me. 6 Come now, 
curse this people for me, since they are 
too mighty for me; perhaps I shall be 
able to defeat them and drive them from 
the land; for I know that he whom you 
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse 
is cursed." 

7 So the elders of Moab and the dders 
of Mid'ian departed with the fees for 
divination in their hand; and they came 
to Balaam, and gave him Balak's mes
sage. 8And he said to them, "Lodge 
here this night, and I will bring back 
word to you, as the LORD speaks to 
me"; so the princes of Moab stayed 
with Balaam. 9And God came to Balaam 
and said, "Who are these men with 
you?" 10And Balaam said to God, "Ba
lak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has 
sent to me, saying, 11 'Behold, a people 
has come out of Egypt, and it covers the 
face of the earth; now come, curse them 
for me; perhaps I shall be able to fight 
against them and drive them out.' " 
12 God said to Balaam, "You shall not 

u Or Jeshimon I' Gk: Heb the bo1111dary of the Ammo,,ites 'Was strong 
1J Gk: Heb we have shot at them. Heshbon has perished 
,. Compare Sam and Gk: Heb we have laid wasle 10 Nophah which 10 Medeba 
21.21-30: Deur 2.26-37. 21.33-35: Deur 3.1-7. 22.1: Num 33.48. 
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go with them; you shall not curse the 
people, for they are blessed." 13 So 
Balaam rose in the morning, and said to 
the princes of Balak, "Go to your own 
land ; for the LORD has refused to let me 
go with you." 14 So the princes of Moab 
rose and went to Balak, and said, 
"Balaam refuses to come with us." 

15 Once again Balak sent princes, 
more in number and more honorable 
than they. l6And they came to Balaam 
and said to him, "Thus says Balak the 
son of Zippor: 'Let nothing hinder you 
from coming to me; 17 for I will surely 
do you great honor, and whatever you 
say to me I will do; come, curse this 
people for me.' " 18 But Balaam an
swered and said to the servants of 
Balak, "Though Balak were to give me 
his house full of silver and gold, I could 
not go beyond the command of the 
LORD my God, to do less or more. 
19 Pray, now, tarry here this night also, 
that I may know what more the LORD 
will say to me." 20And God came to 
Balaam at night and said to him, "If the 
men have come to call you, rise, go with 
them; but only what I bid you, that 
shall you do." 

21 So Balaam rose in the morning, 
and saddled his ass, and went with the 
princes of Moab. 22 But God's anger 
was kindled because he went; and the 
angel of the LoRD took his stand in the 
way as his adversary. l\Jow he was riding 
on the ass, and his two servants were 
with him. 23And the ass saw the angel 
of the LORD standing in the road, with a 
drawn sword in his hand; and the ass 
turned aside out of the road, and went 
into the field ; and Balaam struck the 
ass, to turn her into the road. 24 Then 
the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow 
path between the vineyards, with a wall 
on either side. 25And when the ass saw 
the angel of the LORD, she pushed 
against the wall, and pressed Balaam's 
foot against the wall; so he struck her 
again. 26 Then the angel of the LORD 
went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, 
where there was no way to turn either 
to the right or to the left. 27 When the 
ass saw the angel of the LORD, she lay 
down under Balaam; and Balaam's 
anger was kindled, and he struck the ass 
with his staff. 28 Then the LORD opened 
the mouth of the ass, and she said to 
Balaam, "What have I done to you, 
that you have struck me these three 

times?" 29And Balaam said to the ass, 
"Because you have made sport of me. I 
wish I had a sword in my hand, for then 
I would kill you." 30And the ass said to 
Balaam, "Am I not your ass, upon 
which you have ridden all your life long 
to this day? Was I ever accustomed to 
do so to you?" And he said, "No." 

31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of 
Balaam, and he saw the angel of the 
LORD standing in the way, with his 
drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed 
his head, and fell on his face. 32And the 
angel of the LORD said to him, "Why 
have you struck your ass these three 
times? Behold, I have come forth to 
withstand you, because your way is 
perverse before me; 33 and the ass saw 
me, and turned aside before me these 
three times. If she had not turned aside 
from me, surely just now I would have 
slain you and let her live." 34 Then 
Balaam said to the angel of the LoRD, 
"I have sinned, for I did not know that 
thou didst stand in the road against me. 
Now therefore, if it is evil in thy sight, I 
will go back again." 35And the angel of 
the LORD said to Balaam, "Go with the 
men; but only the word which I bid 
you, that shall you speak." So Balaam 
went on with the princes of Balak. 

36 When Balak heard that Balaam 
had come, he went out to meet him at 
the city of Moab, on the boundary 
formed by the Amon, at the extremity 
of the boundary. 37And Balak said to 
Balaam, "Did I not send to you to call 
you? Why did you not come to me? Am 
I not able to honor you?" 38 Balaam 
said to Balak, "Lo, I have come to you! 
Have I now any power at all to speak 
anything? The word that God puts in 
my mouth, that must I speak." 39 Then 
Balaam went with Balak, and they came 
to Kir'iath-hu'zoth. 40And Balak sacri
ficed oxen and sheep, and sent to Ba
laam and to the princes who were with 
him. 

41 And on the morrow Balak took 
Balaam and brought him up to Ba
moth-ba'al; and from there he saw the 

23 nearest of the people. 'And Ba
laam said to Balak, "Build for me 

here seven altars, and provide for me 
here seven bulls and seven rams." 
2 Balak did as Balaam had said; and 
Balak and Balaam offered on each altar 
a bull and a ram. 3And Balaam said to 
Balak, "Stand beside your burnt offer-
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ing, and I will go; perhaps the LORD And Balak said to him, "What has the 
will come to meet me; and whatever he LORD spoken?" IHAnd Balaam took up 
shows me I will tell you." And he went his discourse, and said, 
to a bare height. 4And God met Balaam; "Rise, Balak, and hear; 
and Balaam said to him, "I have pre- hearken to me, 0 son of Zippor: 
pared the seven altars, and I have of- 19 God is not man, that he should lie, 
fered upon each altar a bull and a ram." or a son of man, that he should 
SAnd the LORD put a word in Balaam's repent. 
mouth, and said, "Return to Balak, and Has he said, and will he not do it? 
thus you shall speak." 6And he re- Or has he spoken, and will he not 
turned to him, and lo, he and all the fulfil it? 
princes of Moab were standing beside 20 Behold, I received a command to 
his burnt offering. 7 And Balaam took up bless: 
his discourse, and said, he has blessed, and I cannot revoke 
"From Aram Balak has brought me, it. 

the king of Moab from the eastern 21 He has not beheld misfortune in 
mountains: Jacob; 

'Come, curse Jacob for me, nor has he seen trouble in Israel. 
and come, denounce Israel!' The LORD their God is with them, 

H How can I curse whom God has not and the shout of a king is among 
cursed? them. 

How can I denounce whom the 22 God brings them out of Egypt; 
LORD has not denounced? they have as it were the horns of 

9 For from the top of the mountains the wild ox. 
I see him, 23 For there is no enchantment against 

from the hills I behold him; Jacob, 
lo, a people dwelling alone, no divination against Israel; 

and not reckoning itself among the now it shall be said of Jacob and 
nations! Israel, 

Io Who can count the dust of Jacob, 'What has God wrought!' 
or number the fourth part"' of 24 Behold, a people! As a lioness it rises 

Israel? up 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and as a lion it lifts itself; 

and let my end be like his!" it does not lie down till it devours the 
11 And Balak said to Balaam, "What prey, 

have you done to me? I took you to and drinks the blood of the slain." 
curse my enemies, and behold, you have 25 And Balak said to Balaam, 
done nothing but bless them." 12And "Neither curse them at all, nor bless 
he answered, "Must I not take heed to them at all." 26 But Balaam answered 
speak what the LORD puts in my Balak, "Did I not tell you, 'All that the 
mouth?" LORD says, that I must do'?" ~;And 

13 And Balak said to him, "Come Balak said to Balaam, "Come now, I 
with me to another place, from which will take you to another place; perhaps 
you may see them; you shall see only the it will please God that you may curse 
nearest of them, and shall not see them them for me from there." 28 So Balak 
all; then curse them for me from there." took Balaam to the top of Pe' or, that 
I4And he took him to the field of overlooks the desert. 1 29And Balaam 
Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built said to Balak, "Build for me here seven 
seven altars, and offered a bull and a altars, and provide for me here seven 
ram on each altar. IS Balaam said to bulls and seven rams." .IOAnd Balak did 
Balak, "Stand here beside your burnt as Balaam had said, and offered a bull 
offering, while I meet the LORD yon- and a ram on each altar. 
der." I6And the LORD met Balaam, and 24 When Balaam saw that it pleased 
put a word in his mouth, and said, the LORD to bless Israel, he did 
"Return to Balak, and thus shall you not go, as at other times, to look for 
speak." 17 And he came to him, and, lo, omens, but set his face toward the 
he was standing beside his burnt offer- wilderness. 2And Balaam lifted up his 
ing, and the princes of Moab with him. eyes, and saw Israel encamping tribe by 
s Or dusr clouds 1 Or Jesliinum 
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tribe. And the Spirit of God came upon this people will do to your people in the 
him, 3 and he took up his discourse, and latter days." 15And he took up his dis-
said, course, and said, 
"The oracle of Balaam the son of "The oracle of Balaam the son of 

Be'or, Be' or, 
the oracle of the man whose eye is the oracle of the man whose eye is 

opened," opened," 
4 the oracle of him who hears the words 16 the oracle of him who hears the 

of God, words of God, 
who sees the vision of the Al- and knows the knowledge of the 

mighty, Most High, 
falling down, but having his eyes who sees the vision of the Almighty, 

uncovered: falling down, but having his eyes 
5 how fair are your tents, 0 Jacob, uncovered: 

your encampments, 0 Israel 1 17 I see him, but not now; 
6 Like valleys that stretch afar, I behold him, but not nigh: 

like gardens beside a river, a star shall come forth out of Jacob, 
like aloes that the LORD has planted, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; 

like cedar trees beside the waters. it shall crush the forehead w of Moab, 
1 Water shall flow trom his buckets, and break down all the sons of 

and his seed shall be in many Sheth. 
waters, 18 Edom shall be dispossessed, 

his king shall be higher than Agag, Se'ir also, his enemies, shall be 
and his kingdom shall be exalted. dispossessed, 

x God brings him out of Egypt; while Israel does valiantly. 
he has as it were the horns of the 1q By Jacob shall dominion be exercised, 

wild ox, and the survivors of cities be de-
he shall eat up the nations his ad- stroyed !" 

versaries, 20 Then he looked on Am'alek, and 
and shall break their bones in took up his discourse, and said, 

pieces, "Am'alek was the first of the nations, 
and pierce them through with his but in the end he shall come to 

arrows. destruction." 
9 He couched, he lay down like a lion, 21 And he looked on the Ken'ite, and 

and like a lioness; who will rouse took up his discourse, and said, 
him up? "Enduring is your dwelling place, 

Blessed be every one who blesses you, and your nest is set in the rock; 
and cursed be every one who 22 nevertheless Kain shall be wasted. 

curses you." How long shall Asshur take you 
10 And Balak's anger was kindled away captive?" 

against Balaam, and he struck his 23 And he took up his discourse, and 
hands together; and Balak said to Ba- said, 
laam, "I called you to curse my enemies, "Alas, who shall live when God does 
and behold, you have blessed them this? 
these three times. II Therefore now flee 24 But ships shall come from Kittim 
to your place; I said, 'I will certainly and shall afflict Asshur and Eber; 
honor you,' but the LORD has held you and he also shall come to destruc-
back from honor." 12And Balaam said tion." 
to Balak, "Did I not tell your mes- 25 Then Balaam rose, and went back 
sengers whom you sent to me, 13 'If to his place; and Balak also went his 
Balak should give me his house full of way. 
silver and gold, I would not be able to 25 While Israel dwelt in Shittim 
go beyond the word of the LORD, to do the people began to play the har
either good or bad of my own will; what lot with the daughters of Moab. 2 These 
the LORD speaks, that will I speak'? invited the people to the sacrifices of 
14And now, behold, I am going to my their gods, and the people ate, and 
people; come, I will let you know what bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel 
11 Or closed or per/ea w Heb comers (of rhe head) 
24.9: Gen 49.9. 
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yoked himself to Ba'al of Pe' or. And the was slain on the day of rhe plague on 
anger of rhe LORD was kindled againsr accounr of Pe' or." 
Israel; 4 and rhe LORD said to Moses, 26 Afrer rhe plague the LORD said 
"Take all rhe chiefs of rhe people, and ro Moses and co Elea'zar rhe son 
hang them in the sun before the LORD, of Aaron, the priest, 2 "Take a census of 
that the fierce anger of the LORD may all the congregation of the people of 
turn away from Israel." 5And Moses Israel, from twenty years old and up
said to the judges of Israel, "Every one ward, by their fathers' houses, all in 
of you slay his men who have yoked Israel who are able to go forth to war." 
themselves to Ba'al of Pe' or." 3And Moses and Elea'zar rhe priest 

6 And behold, one of the people of spoke with them in the plains of Moab 
Israel came and brought a Mid'ianite by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 4 "Take 
woman to his family, in the sight of a census of the people,J from twenty 
Moses and in the sight of the whole years old and upward," as the LORD 
congregation of the people of Israel, commanded Moses. The people of 
while they were weeping at the door of Israel, who came forth out of the land of 
the tent of meeting. 7 When Phin'ehas Egypt, were: 
the son of Elea'zar, son of Aaron the 5 Reuben, the first-born of Israel; 
priest, saw it, he rose and left the con- the sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the 
gregation, and took a spear in his hand family of the Ha'nochites; of Pallu, rhe 
H and went after the man of Israel into family of the Pal'luites; 6 of Hezron, the 
the inner room, and pierced both of family of the Hez'ronites; of Carmi, the 
them, the man of Israel and the woman, family of the Cannites. 7 These are the 
through her body. Thus the plague was families of the Reubenites; and rheir 
stayed from the people of Israel. number was forty-three rhousand seven 
<J Nevertheless those that died by the hundred and rhirty. ,!And the sons of 
plague were twenty-four thousand. Pallu: Eli'ab. 9 The sons of Eli'ab: 

10 And the LORD said to Moses, Nem'u-el, Darhan, and Abi'ram. These 
11 "Phin'ehas the son of Elea'zar, son are the Darhan and Abi'ram, chosen 
of Aaron the priest, has rurned back from the congregarion, who contended 
my wrath from the people of Israel, in against Moses and Aaron in the com
that he was jealous wirh my jealousy pany of Korah, when rhey contended 
among them, so thar I did not consume against the LORD, 10 and the earrh 
the people of Israel in my jealousy. opened its mouth and swallowed them 
12 Therefore say, 'Behold, I give to him up together with Korah, when that 
my covenant of peace; l3 and it shall be company died, when the fire devoured 
to him, and to his descendants after two hundred and fifty men; and they 
him, the covenant of a perpetual priest- became a warning. 11 Norwithstanding, 
hood, because he was jealous for his the sons of Korah did not die. 
God, and made atonement for rhe 12 The sons of Simeon according to 
people of Israel.' " rheir families: ofNem'u-el, the family of 

14 The name of the slain man of rhe Nem'uelites; of Jamin, the family of 
Israel, who was slain with the Mid'- the Ja'minites; of Jachin, the family of 
ianite woman, was Zimri the son of the Ja'chinites; 13 of Zerah, the family of 
Salu, head of a fathers' house belonging the Zer'ahites; of Sha'ul, the family of 
to the Simeonites. 15And the name of the Sha'ulites. 14 These are the families 
the Mid'ianire woman who was slain of rhe Simeonites, rwenty-two rhousand 
was Cozbi rhe daughter of Zur, who was two hundred. 
the head of the people of a fathers' 15 The sons of Gad according to their 
house in Mid'ian. families: of Zephon, the family of rhe 

16 And the LORD said to Moses, Ze'phonites; of Haggi, rhe family of the 
17 "Harass the Mid'ianites, and smite Haggites; of Shuni, the family of the 
them; 1 H for they have harassed you Sh unites; 16 of Ozni, the family of the 
with their wiles, with which they be- Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites; 
guiled you in the matter of Pe'or, and 17 of Ar'od, the family of the Ar'odites; 
in rhe matter of Cozbi, the daughter of of Are'li, the family of the Are'lites. 
rhe prince of Mid'ian, their sister, who 18 These are the families of the sons of 
r Supplying take a cemus of rhe people Compare verse 2 
26.5-51: Num 1.20-46. 
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Gad according to their number, forty 
thousand five hundred. 

19 The sons of Judah were Er and 
Onan ; and Er and Onan died in the 
land of Canaan. 20 And the sons of Judah 
according to their families were: of 
Shelah, the family of the Shela'nites; of 
Perez, the family of the Per'ezites; of 
Zerah, the family of the Zer'ahites. 
21 And the sons of Perez were : of Hez
ron, the family of the Hez'ronites; of 
Hamul, the family of the Hamu'lites. 
22 These are the families of Judah ac
cording to their number, seventy-six 
thousand five hundred. 

23 The sons of Is'sachar according to 
their families: of Tola, the family of the 
To'laites; of Puvah, the family of the 
Punites; 24 of Jashub, the family of the 
Jash'ubites; of Shimron, the family of 
the Shim'ronites. 25 These are the 
families of Is'sachar according to their 
number, sixty-four thousand three 
hundred. 

26 The sons of Zeb'ulun, according to 
their families: of Sered, the family of 
the Ser'editcs; of Elon, the family of the 
E'lonitcs; of Jahleel, the family of the 
Jah'leelites. 27 These are the families of 
the Zebu'lunites according to their 
number, sixty thousand five hundred. 

28 The sons of Joseph according to 
their families: Manas'seh and E'phraim. 
29 The sons of Manas'seh: of Machir, 
the family of the Machirites; and 
Machir was the father of Gilead ; of 
Gilead, the family of the Gileadites. 
JO These are the sons of Gilead : of 
Ie'zer, the family of the le'zerites; of 
Helek, the family of the He'lekites; 
_11 and of As'ri-el, the family of the As'
rielitcs; and of Shechem, the family of 
the She'chemites; 32 and of Shemi'da, 
the family of the Shemi'daites; and of 
Hep her, the family of the He'pherites. 
J_l Now Zelo'phehad the son of Hepher 
had no sons, but daughters: and the 
names of the daughters of Zelo'phehad 
were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, 
and Tirzah. 34 These are the families of 
Manas'seh; and their number was 
fifty-two thousand seven hundred. 

35 These arc the sons of E'phraim 
according to their families: of Shuthe' -
lah, the family of the Shuthe'lahites; of 
Becher, the family of the Be'cherites; 
of Tahan, the family of the Ta'hanites. 
16And these are the sons of Shuthe'lah: 
of Eran, the family of the E'ranites. 

J 7 These are the families of the sons of 
E'phraim according to their number, 
thirty-two thousand five hundred. These 
are the sons of Joseph according to their 
families. 

38 The sons of Benjamin according 
to their families: of Bela, the family of 
the Be'la-ites; of Ashbel, the family of 
the Ash'belites; of Ahi'ram, the family 
of the Ahi'ramites; 39 of Shephu'pham, 
the family of the Shu'phamites; of 
Hupham, the family of the Hu' -
phamites. 40And the sons of Bela were 
Ard and Na'aman: of Ard, the family of 
the Ard'ites; of Na'aman, the family of 
the Na'amites. 41 These are the sons of 
Benjamin according to their families ; 
and their number was forty-five thou
sand six hundred. 

42 These are the sons of Dan ac
cording to their families: of Shuham, 
the family of the Shu'hamites. These 
are the families of Dan according to 
their families. 43AII the families of the 
Shu'hamites, according to their num
ber, were sixty-four thousand four 
hundred. 

44 The sons of Asher according to 
their families: of Imnah, the family of 
the lmnites; of Ishvi, the family of the 
Ishvites; of Beri'ah, the family of the 
Beri'ites. 4S Of the sons of Beri'ah: of 
Heber, the family of the He'berites; of 
Mal'chi-el, the family of the Mal'chi
elites. 46And the name of the daughter 
of Asher was Scrah. 47 These are the 
families of the sons of Asher according 
to their number, fifty-three thousand 
four hundred. 

48 The sons of Naph'tali according to 
their families: of J ahzeel, the family of 
the Jah'zcelites; of Guni, the family of 
the Gunites; 49 of Jezer, the family of 
the Je'zeritcs; of Shillem, the family of 
the Shil'lemitcs. so These arc the 
families of Naph'tali according to their 
families; and their number was forty
five thousand four hundred. 

51 This was the number of the people 
of Israel, six hundred and one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty. 

52 The LORD said to Moses: SJ "To 
these the land shall be divided for in
heritance according to the number of 
names. 54 To a large tribe you shall give 
a large inheritance, and to a small tribe 
you shall give a small inheritance; every 
tribe shall be given its inheritance ac
cording to its numbers. ss But the land 
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shall be divided by lot; according to the company of Korah, but died for his own 
names of the tribes of their fathers they sin; and he had no sons. 4 Why should 
shall inherit. 56 Their inheritance shall the name of our father be taken away 
be divided according to lot between the from his family, because he had no son? 
larger and the smaller." Give to us a possession among our 

57 These are the Levites as numbered father's brethren." 
according to their families: of Gershon, 5 Moses brought their case before the 
the family of the Gershonites; of LORD. 6And the LORD said to Moses, 
Kohath, the family of the Ko'hathites; 7 "The daughters of Zelo'phehad are 
of Merar'i, the family of the Merar'ites. right; you shall give them possession of 
58 These are the families of Levi: the an inheritanc:: among their father's 
family of the Libnites, the family of the brethren and cause the inheritance of 
He'bronites, the family of the Mahlites, their father to pass to them. HAnd you 
the family of the Mushites, the family shall say to the people of Israel, 'If a 
of the Ko'rahites. And Kohath was the man dies, and has no son, then you shall 
father of Amram. sq The name of Am- cause his inheritance to pass to his 
ram's wife was Joch'ebed the daughter daughter. qAnd if he has no daughter, 
of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; then you shall give his inheritance to his 
and she bore to Amram Aaron and brothers. 10And if he has no brothers, 
Moses and Miriam their sister. 60And to then you shall give his inherirance to his 
Aaron were born Nadab, Abi'hu, Elea'- father's brothers. llAnd if his father has 
zar and Ith'amar. 61 But Nadab and no brothers, then you shall give his in
Abi'hu died when they offered unholy heritance to his kinsman that is next to 
fire before the LORD. 62And those num- him of his family, and he shall possess 
bered of them were twenty-three thou- it. And it shall be to the people of Israel 
sand, every male from a month old and a statute and ordinance, as rhe LORD 
upward; for rhey were not numbered commanded Moses.' " 
among the people of Israel, because 12 The LORD said to Moses, "Go up 
there was no inheritance given to them into this mountain of Ab'arim, and see 
among the people of Israel. the land which I have given to the 

63 These were those numbered by people of Israel. BAnd when you have 
Moses and Elea'zar the priesc, who seen it, you also shall be gachered to 
numbered the people of Israel in the your people, as your brother Aaron was 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. gathered, 14 because you rebelled against 
64 But among these there was not a man my word in the wilderness of Zin during 
of those numbered by Moses and Aaron the strife of the congregation, to sanctify 
the priest, who had numbered the me at the waters before their eyes." 
people of Israel in the wilderness of (These are the waters of Mer'ibah of 
Sinai. 65 For the LORD had said of them, Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 
"They shall die in the wilderness." 15 Moses said to the LORD, 16 "Let the 
There was not left a man of them, ex- LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
cept Caleb the son of Jephun'neh and appoint a man over the congregation, 
Joshua the son of Nun. 17 who shall go out before them and 

27 Then drew near the daughters come in before them, who shall lead 
ofZelo'phehadthesonofHepher, them out and bring them in; that the 

son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of congregation of the LORD may not be as 
Manas'sch, from the families of Manas'- sheep which have no shepherd." 18And 
seh the son of Joseph. The names of his the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua 
daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hog- the son of Nun, a man in whom is the 
!ah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2And they spirit, and lay your hand upon him; 
stood before Moses, and before Elea'zar 1q cause him to stand before Elea'zar the 
the priest, and before the leaders and all priest and all the congregation, and you 
the congregation, at the door of the tent shall commission him in their sight. 
of meeting, saying, 3 "Our father died in 20 You shall invest him with some of 
the wilderness; he was not among the your authority, that all the congregation 
company of those who gathered them- of the people of Israel may obey. 21And 
selves together against the LORD in the he shall stand before Elea'zar the priest, 
26.57-62: Num 1.47-49. 26.64-65: Num 11.26-35. 27.1-11: Num 36.1-12. 
27.12-14: Dcut 3.23-27; 32.48-52. 27.18-23: Deur 3.28. 
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who shall inquire for him by the judg- fering for every lamb; for a burnt of
ment of the Urim before the LORD; at fering of pleasing odor, an offering by 
his word they :;hall go out, and at his fire to the LORD. 14 Their drink of
word they shall come in, both he and all ferings shall be half a hin of wine for a 
the people of Israel with him, the whole bull, a third of a hin for a ram, and a 
congregation." 22And Moses did as the fourth of a hin for a lamb; this is the 
LORD commanded him; he took Joshua burnt offering of each month through
~nd caused him to stand before Elea'zar out the months of the year. 15Also one 
the priest and the whole congregation, male goat for a sin offering to the 
2J and he laid his hands upon him, and LORD; it shall be offered besides the 
commissioned him as the LORD directed continual burnt offering and its drink 
through Moses. offering. 

28 The LORD said to Moses, 16 "On the fourteenth day of the 
2 "Command the people of Israel, first month is the LORD's passover. 

and >ay to chem, 'My offering, my food 17 And on the fifteenth day of this month 
for my offerings by fire, my pleasing is a feast; seven days shall unleavened 
odor, you shall take heed to offer to me bread be eaten. 18 On the first day there 
in its due season.' ·'And you shall say to shall be a holy convocation: you shall 
them, This is the offering by fire which do no laborious work, 19 but offer an 
you shall offer to the LORD: two male offering by fire, a burnt offering to the 
lambs a year old without blemish, day LORD: two young bulls, one ram, and 
by day, as a continual offering. 4 The seven male lambs a year old; see that 
one lamb you shall offer in the morning, they are without blemish; 20 also their 
and the other lamb you shall offer in the cereal offering of fine flour mixed with 
evening; 5 also a tenth of an ephah of oil; three tenths of an ephah shall you 
fine flour for a cereal offering, mixed offer for a bull, and two tenths for a 
with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil. 6 It ram; 21 a tenth shall you offer for each 
is a continual burnt offering, which was of the seven lambs; 22 also one male goat 
ordained at Mount Sinai for a pleasing for a sin offering, to make atonement for 
odor, an offering by fire to the LORD. you. 23 You shall offer these besides the 
7 Its drink offering shall be a fourth of a burnt offering of the morning, which is 
hin for each lamb; in the holy place you for a continual burnc offering. 24 In the 
shall pour out a drink offering of strong same way you shall offer daily, for seven 
drink to the LORD. B The other lamb days, the food of an offering by fire, a 
you shall offer in the evening; like the pleasing odor to the LORD; ic shall be 
cereal offering of the morning, and like offered besides the continual burnt of
its drink offering, you shall offer it as an fering and its drink offering. 25And on 
offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the the sevemh day you shall have a holy 
LORD. convocation; you shall do no laborious 

9 "On the sabbach day two male work. 
lambs a year old without blemish, and 26 "On the day of the first fruits, 
two tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a when you offer a cereal offering of new 
cereal offering, mixed with oil, and its grain to the LORD at your feast of weeks, 
drink offering: 10 this is the burnt of- you shall have a holy convocation; you 
fering of every sabbach, besides the con- shall do no laborious work, 27 but offer 
cinual burnt offering and its drink a burnt offering, a pleasing odor to the 
offering. LORD: two young bulls, one ram, seven 

11 "At the beginnings of your months male lambs a year old; 28 also their 
you shall offer a burnt offering co the cereal offering of fine flour mixed with 
LORD: cwo young bulls, one ram, seven oil, three tenths of an ephah for each 
male lambs a year old wichouc blemish; bull, cwo temhs for one ram, 29 a tenth 
12 also three tenths of an ephah of fine for each of the seven lambs; 30 with one 
flour for a cereal offering, mixed with male goat, to make atonemenc for you. 
oil, for each bull; and two tenths of fine 31 Besides the continual burnt offering 
flour for a cereal offering, mixed with and its cereal offering, you shall offer 
oil, for che one ram; I.\ and a tenth of them and their drink offering. See char 
fine flour mixed with oil as a cereal of- they are without blemish. 
28.J-ff: h 29.18··12. 28.16: Ex 12.1-11, 21-27; Lev 23.5; Deut 16.1-2 5-7. 
28.17-25: Ex 12.15-20; Lev 21.o-8; Deu1 lo.l-~, 8. 28.26-JI: Ex 23.16: 34.22; Lev 23.15-21; Deut 16.9-12. 
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29 "On the first day of the seventh 
month you shall have a holy con

vocation; you shall do no laborious 
work. It is a day for you to blow the 
trumpets, 2 and you shall offer a burnt 
offering, a pleasing odor to the LORD: 
one young bull, one ram, seven male 
lambs a year old without blemish; -1 also 
their cereal offering of fine flour mixed 
with oil, three tenths of an cphah for 
the bull, two tenths for the ram, 4 and 
one tenth for each of the seven lambs; 
5 with one male goat for a sin offering, 
to make atonement for you; 6 besides 
the burnt offering of the new moon, and 
its cereal offering, and the continual 
burnt offering and its cereal offering, 
and their drink offering, according to 
the ordinance for them, a pleasing odor, 
an offering by fire to the LORD. 

7 "On the tenth day of this seventh 
month you shall have a holy convoca
tion, and afflict yourselves; you shall do 
no work, x but you shall offer a burnt 
offering to the LORD, a pleasing odor: 
one young bull, one ram, seven male 
lambs a year old; they shall be to you 
without blemish; " and their cereal 
offering of fine flour mixed with oil, 
three tenths of an ephah for the bull, 
two tenths for the one ram, 1 o a tenth 
for each of the seven lambs: 11 also one 
male goat for a sin offering, besides the 
sin offering of atonement, and the con
tinual burnt offering and its cereal of
fering, and their drink offerings. 

12 "On the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month you shall have a holy 
convocation; you shall do no laborious 
work, and you shall keep a feast to the 
LORD seven days; I.\ and you shall offer 
a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odor to the LORD, thirteen 
young bulls, two rams, fourteen male 
lambs a year old; they shall be without 
blemish; 14 and their cereal offering of 
fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of 
an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, 
two tenths for each of the two rams, 
15 and a tenth for each of the fourteen 
lambs; 16 also one male goat for a sin 
offering, besides the. continual burnt 
offering, its cereal offering and its drink 
offering. 

17 "On the second day twelve young 
bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a 
year old without blemish, 18 with the 

cereal offering and the drink offerings 
for the bulls, for the rams, and for the 
lambs, by number, according to the 
ordinance; 19 also one male goat for a sin 
offering, besides the continual burnt 
offering and its cereal offering, and their 
drink offerings. 

20 "On the third day eleven bulls, 
two rams, fourteen male lambs a year 
old without blemish, 21 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
22 also one male goat for a sin offering, 
besides the continual burnt offering and 
its cereal offering and its drink offering. 

23 "On the fourth day ten bulls, two 
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old 
without blemish, 24 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
2; also one male goat for a sin offering, 
besides the continual burnt offering, its 
cereal offering and its drink offering. 

26 "On the fifth day nine bulls, two 
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old 
without blemish, 27 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
28 also one male goat for a sin offering; 
besides the continual burnt offerings 
and its cereal offering and its drink 
offering. 

29 "On the sixth day eight bulls, two 
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old 
without blemish, 30 with the cereal of
fering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
31 also one male goat for a sin offering; 
besides the continual burnt offering, its 
cereal offering, and its drink offerings. 

32 "On the seventh day seven bulls, 
two rams, fourteen male lambs a year 
old without blemish, 33 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
34 also one male goat for a sin offering; 
besides the continual burnt offering, its 
cereal offering, and its drink offering. 

35 "On the eighth day you shall have 
a solemn assembly: you shall do no 
laborious work, 36 but you shall offer a 
burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 

29.1-6: Ex 21.16; 34.22; Lev 23.21-25. 29.7-11: L.-v 1629-34; 21.26-32. 29.12-34: Lev 23.33-15. 
29.35-38: Lev 23. 36. 
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pleasing odor to the LoRD: one bull, one shall stand against her. lUAnd if she 
ram, seven male lambs a year old with- vowed in her husband's house, or 
out blemish, 37 and the cereal offering bound herself by a pledge with an oath, 
and the drink offerings for the bull, for l l and her husband heard of it, and said 
the ram, and for the lambs, by number, nothing to her, and did not oppose her; 
according to the ordinance; 38 also one then all her vows shall stand, and every 
male goat for a sin offering; besides the pledge by which she bound herself shall 
continual burnt offering and its cereal stand. 12 But if her husband makes them 
offering and its drink offering. null and void on the day that he hears 

39 "These you shall offer to the LORD them, then whatever proceeds out of her 
at your appointed feasts, in addition to lips concerning her vows, or concerning 
your votive offerings and your freewill her pledge of herself, shall not stand: 
offerings, for your burnt offerings, and her husband has made them void, and 
for your cereal offerings, and for your the LORD will forgive her. DAny vow 
drink offerings, and for your peace of- and any binding oath to afflict herself, 
ferings." her husband may establish, or her hus-

40Y And Moses told the people of band may make void. 14 But if her hus
Israel everything just as the LORD had band says nothing to her from day to 
commanded Moses. day, then he establishes all her vows, or 

30 Moses said to the heads of the all her pledges, that are upon her; he 
tribes of the people of Israel, has established them, because he said 

"This is what the LORD has com- nothing to her on the day that he heard 
manded. 2 When a man vows a vow to of them. ts But if he makes them null 
the LORD, or swears an oath to bind and void after he has heard of them, 
himself by a pledge, he shall not break then he shall bear her iniquity." 
his word; he shall do according to all 16 These are the statutes which the 
that proceeds out of his mouth. 3 Or LORD commanded Moses, as between a 
when a woman vows a vow to the LORD, man and his wife, and between a father 
and binds herself by a pledge, while and his daughter, while in her youth, 
within her father's house, in her youth, within her father's house. 
4 and her father hears of her vow and of 31 The LORD said to Moses, 
her pledge by which she has bound her- 2 "Avenge the people of Israel on 
self, and says nothing to her; then all the Mid'ianites; afterward you shall be 
her vows shall stand, and every pledge gathered to your people." lAnd Moses 
by which she has bound herself shall said to the people, "Arm men from 
stand. s But if her father expresses dis- among you for the war, that they may go 
approval to her on the day that he hears against J\-1id'ian, to execute the LoRD's 
of it, no vow of hers, no pledge by which vengeance on Mid'ian. 4 You shall send 
she has bound herself, shall stand; and a thousand from each of the tribes of 
the LORD will forgive her, because her Israel to rhe war." s So there were pro
father opposed her. 6And if she is vided, out of the thousands of Israel, a 
married to a husband, while under her thousand from each tribe, twelve thou
vows or any thoughtless utterance of her sand armed for war. 6And Moses sent 
lips by which she has bound herself, them to the war, a thousand from each 
7 and her husband hears of it, and says tribe, together with Phin'ehas the son of 
nothing to her on the day that he hears; Elea'zar the priest, with the vessels of 
then her vows shall stand, and her the sanctuary and the trumpets for the 
pledges by which she has bound herself alarm in his hand. 7 They warred 
shall stand. H But if, on the day that her against Mid'ian, as the LORD com
husband comes to hear of it, he ex- manded Moses, and slew every male. 
presses disapproval, then he shall make 8 They slew the kings of Mid'ian with 
void her vow which was on her, and the the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, 
thoughtless utterance of her lips, by Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Mid' -
which she bound herself; and the LORD ian; and they also slew Balaam the son 
will forgive her. 9 But any vow of a of Be' or with the sword. 9And the peo
widow or of a divorced woman, any- pie of Israel took captive the women of 
thing by which she has bound herself, Mid'ian and their little ones; and they 
'1 Ch 'O. I in Heb 
30.2: M1 5 H 30.2-18: Deut 23.21-23. 
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took as booty all their cattle, their flocks, fathers' houses of the congregation; 
and all their goods. IOAll their cities in 27 and divide the booty into tw.o parts, 
the places where they dwelt, and all between the warriors who went out to 
their encampments, they burned with battle and all the congregation. 2HAnd 
fire, 11 and took all the spoil and all the levy for the LORD a tribute from the 
booty, both of man and of beast. 12 Then men of war who went out to battle, one 
they brought the captives and the booty out of five hundred, of the persons and 
and the spoil to Moses, and to Elea'zar of the oxen and of the asses and of the 
the priest, and to the congregation of the flocks; 29 take it from their half, and 
people of Israel, at the camp on the give it to Elea'zar the priest as an of
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. fering to the LORD. 30And from the 

13 Moses, and Elea'zar the priest, and people of Israel's half you shall take one 
all the leaders of the congregation, went drawn out of every fifty, of the persons, 
forth to meet them outside the camp. of the oxen, of the asses, and of the 
14And Moses was angry with the officers flocks, of all the cattle, and give them to 
of the army, the commanders of thou- the Levites who have charge of the 
sands and the commanders of hundreds, tabernacle of the LORD." 31And ."-'1.oses 
who had come from service in the war. and Elea'zar the priest did as the LORD 
15 Moses said to them, "Have you let commanded Moses. 
all the women live? 16 Behold, these 32 Now the booty remaining of the 
caused the people of Israel, by the spoil that the men of war took was: six 
counsel of Balaam, to act treacherously hundred and seventy-five thousand 
against the LORD in the matter of sheep, 33 seventy-two thousand cattle, 
Pe'or, and so the plague came among 34 sixty-one thousand asses, 35 and thirtv
the congregation of the LORD. 17 Now two thousand persons in all, women 
therefore, kill every male among the who had not known man by lying with 
little ones, and kill every woman who has him. 36And the half, the portion of those 
known man by lying with him. 18 But all who had gone out to war, was in number 
the young girls who have not known three hundred and thirty-seven thou
man by lying with him, keep alive for sand five hundred sheep, 37 and the 
yourselves. 19 Encamp outside the camp LoRD's tribute of sheep was six hundred 
seven days; whoever of you has killed and seventy-five. 38 The cattle were 
any person, and whoever has touched thirty-six thousand, of which the 
any slain, purify yourselves and your LORD's tribute was seventy-two. 39 The 
captives on the third day and on the asses were thirty thousand five hundred, 
seventh day. 20 You shall purify every of which the LoRD's tribute was sixtv
garment, every article of skin, all work one. 40 The persons were sixteen thou
of goats' hair, and every article of sand, of which the LORD's tribute was 
wood." thirty-two persons. 41And Moses gave 

21 And Elea'zar the priest said to the the tribute, which was the offering for 
men of war who had gone to battle: the LORD, to Elea'zar the priest, as the 
"This is the statute of the law which the LORD commanded Moses. 
LORD has commanded Moses: 22 only 42 From the people of Israel's half, 
the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, which Moses separated from that of the 
the tin, and the lead, 23 everything that men who had gone to war- 4·' now the 
can stand the fire, you shall pass congregation's half was three hundred 
through the fire, and it shall be clean. and thirty-seven thousand five hundred 
Nevertheless it shall also be purified sheep, 44 thirty-six thousand cattle, 
with the water of impurity; and what- 45 and thirty thousand five hundred 
ever cannot stand the fire, you shall pass asses, 46 and sixteen thousand persons
through the water. 24 You must wash 47 from the people of Israel's half Moses 
your clothes on the seventh day, and took one of every fifty, both of persons 
you shall be clean; and afterward you and of beasts, and gave them to the 
shall come into the camp." Levites who had charge of the taber-

25 The LORD said to Moses, 26 "Take nacle of the LORD; as the LORD com
the count of the booty that was taken, mantled Moses. 
both of man and of beast, you and 48 Then the officers who were over 
Elea'zar the priest and the heads of the the thousands of the army, the captains 
31.18: Rev 2.14. 
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of thousands and the captains of hun- Egypt, from twenty years old and up
dreds, came near to Moses, 49 and said ward, shall see the land which I swore 
to Moses, "Your servants have counted to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
the men of war who are under our com- Jacob, because they have not wholly 
mand, and there is not a man missing followed me; 12 none except Caleb the 
from us. 50And we have brought the son of Jephun'neh the Ken'izzite and 
LORD's offering, what each man found, Joshua the son of Nun, for they have 
articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, wholly followed the LORD.' 13And the 
signet rings, earrings, and beads, to LORD's anger was kindled against 
make atonement for ourselves before the Israel, and he made them wander in the 
LoRD." 51And Moses and Elea'zar the wilderness forty years, until all the 
priest received from them the gold, all generation that had done evil in the 
wrought articles. 52And all the gold of sight of the LORD was consumed. 14And 
the offering that they offered to the behold, you have risen in your fathers' 
LORD, from the commanders of thou- stead, a brood of sinful men, to increase 
sands and the commanders of hundreds, still more the fierce anger of the LORD 
was sixteen thousand seven hundred against Israel! l5 For if you turn away 
and fifty shekels. 53 (The men of war from following him, he will again 
had taken booty, every man for himself.) abandon them in the wilderness; and 
54And Moses and Elea'zar the priest you will destroy all this people.'' 
received the gold from the commanders 16 Then they came near to him, and 
of thousands and of hundreds, and said, "We will build sheepfolds here for 
brought it into the tent of meeting, as a our flocks, and cities for our little ones, 
memorial for the people of Israel before 17 but we will take up arms, ready to go 
the LORD. before the people of Israel, until we 

32 Now the sons of Reuben and the have brought them to their place; and 
sons of Gad had a very great our little ones shall live in the fortified 

multitude of cattle; and they saw the cities because of the inhabitants of the 
land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and land. 18 We will not return to our homes 
behold, the place was a place for cattle. until the people of Israel have inherited 
2 So the sons of Gad and the sons of each his inheritance. 19 For we will not 
Reuben came and said to Moses and to inherit with them on the other side of 
Elea'zar the priest and to the leaders of the Jordan and beyond; because our 
the congregation, 3 "At'aroth, Dibon, inheritance has come to us on this side 
Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elea'leh, of the Jordan to the east." 20 So Moses 
Sebam, Nebo, and Be'on, 4 the land said to them, "If you will do this, if you 
which the LORD smote before the con- will take up arms to go before the LORD 
gregation of Israel, is a land for cattle; for the war, 21 and every armed man of 
and your servants have cattle." 5And you will pass over the Jordan before the 
they said, "If we have found favor in LORD, until he has driven out his 
your sight, let this land be given to your enemies from before him 22 and the 
servants for a possession; do not take land is subdued before the LORD; then 
us across the Jordan." after that you shall return and be free of 

6 But Moses said to the sons of Gad obligation to the LORD and to Israel; 
and tu the sons of Reuben, "Shall your and this land shall be your possession 
brethren go to the war while you sit before the LORD. 2.1 But if you will not 
here? 7 Why will you discourage the do so, behold, you have sinned against 
heart of the people of Israel from going the LORD; and be sure your sin will find 
over into the land which the LORD has you out. 24 Build cities for your little 
given them? H Thus did your fathers, ones, and folds for your sheep; and do 
when I sent them from Ka'desh-bar'nea what you have promised." 25And the 
to see the land. •J For when they went up sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben said 
to the Valley of Eshcol, and saw the to Moses, "Your servants will do as my 
land, they discouraged the heart of the lord commands. 26 Our little ones, our 
people of Israel from going into the land wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, 
which the LORD had given them. IOAnd shall remain there in the cities of Gil
the LORD's anger was kindled on that ead; 27 but your servants will pass over, 
day, and he swore, saying, II 'Surely every man who is armed for war, before 
none of the men who came up out of the LORD to battle, as my lord orders." 
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28 So Moses gave command con

cerning them to Elea'zar the priest, and 
to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the 
heads of the fathers' houses of the 
rribes of the people of Israel. 29And 
Moses said to them, "If the sons of Gad 
and the sons of Reuben, every man who 
is armed to battle before the LORD, will 
pass with you over the Jordan and the 
land shall be subdued before you, then 
you shall give them the land of Gilead 
for a possession; 30 but if they will not 
pass over with you armed, they shall 
have possessions among you in the land 
of Canaan." 31And the sons of Gad and 
the sons of Reuben answered, "As the 
LORD has said co your servants, so we 
will do. 32 We will pass over armed be
fore the LORD into the land of Canaan, 
and rhe possession of our inheritance 
shall remain with us beyond the Jor
dan." 

33 And Moses gave to them, to the 
sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben 
and to the half-tribe of Manas'seh the 
son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon 
king of the Amorites and the kingdom of 
Og king of Bashan, the land and its 
cities with their territories, the cities of 
the land throughout the country. 34And 
the sons of Gad built Dibon, At'aroth, 
Aro'er, 35At'roth-sho'phan, Jazer, Jog'
behah, 36 Beth-nim'rah and Beth-ha'
ran, fonified cities, and folds for sheep. 
37 And the sons of Reuben built Hesh
bon, Elea'leh, Kiriatha'im, 38 Nebo, and 
Ba'al-me'on (their names to be changed), 
and Sibmah; and they gave other names 
to the cities which they built. 39And the 
sons of Machir the son of Manas'seh 
went to Gilead and took it, and dis
possessed the Amorites who were in it. 
40And Moses gave Gilead co Machir the 
son of Manas'seh, and he settled in it. 
41And Ja'ir the son of Manas'seh went 
and took their villages, and called them 
Hav'voth-ja'ir. z 42And Nobah went and 
took Kenath and its villages, and called 
it Nobah, after his own name. 

3 3 These are the stages of the 
people of Israel, when they went 

forth out of the land of Egypt by their 
hosts under the leadership of Moses and 
Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down their stan
ing places, stage by stage, by command 
of the LORD; and these are their stages 
according to their starting places. 
3 They set out from Ram'eses in the 
z That is 1he villages of Ja1r 

Stages of Israel's journey 
first month, on the fifteenth day of the 
first month; on the day after the pass
over the people of Israel went out 
triwnphantly in the sight of all the 
Egyptians, 4 while the Egyptians were 
burying all their first-born, whom the 
LoRD had struck down among them ; 
upon their gods also the LORD executed 
judgments. 

5 So the people of Israel set out from 
Ram'eses, and encamped at Succoth. 
0And they set out from Succorh, and 
encamped at Etham, which is on the 
edge of the wilderness. 7 And they set 
out from Etham, and turned back to 
Pi-ha-hi'roth, which is east of Ba'al
ze'phon; and they encamped before 
Migdol. 8And they sec out from before 
Hahi'roth, and passed through rhe 
midst of the sea into the wilderness, and 
they went a three days' journey in rhe 
wilderness of Etham, and encamped at 
Marah. 9And they set out from Marah, 
and came to Elim; at Elim there were 
twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees, and they encamped there. 
IOAnd they set out from Elim, and en
camped by the Red Sea. 11 And rhey set 
out from the Red Sea, and encamped in 
the wilderness of Sin. I2And thev set out 
from the wilderness of Sin. and en
camped at Dophkah. 13And they set out 
from Dophkah, and encamped ar Alush. 
l4And they sec out from Alush, and en
camped at Reph'idim, where rherc was 
no water for the people to drink. ISAnd 
they set out from Reph'idim, and en
camped in the wilderness of Sinai. 
I6And they set out from the wilderness 
of Sinai, and encamped at Kib'roth
hatta'avah. 17And they set out from 
Kib'roth-hatta'avah, and encamped at 
Haze'roth. I8And they set out from 
Haze'roth, and encamped at Rithmah. 
19And they sec our from Rithmah, and 
encamped at Rim'mon-per'ez. 20And 
they set out from Rim'mon-per'ez, and 
encamped at Libnah. 21And they set out 
from Libnah, and encamped at Rissah. 
22And they set our from Rissah, and en
camped at Kehela'thah. 23And rhey sec 
out from Kehela'rhah, and encamped ar 
Mount Shepher. 24And rhey sec our 
from Mounr Shepher, and encamped ar 
Hara'dah. 25And they sec our from 
Hara'dah, and encamped at Makhe'
loth. 26And they sec our from Makhe'
loth, and encamped ar Tahath. 27 And 
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they set out from Tahath, and en- the inhabitants of the land from before 
camped at Terah. 28And they set out you, and destroy all their figured stones, 
from Terah, and encamped at Mithkah. and destroy all their molten images, and 
""And they set out from Mithkah, and demolish all their high places; 53 and 
encamped at Hashmo'nah. JO And they you shall take possession of the land and 
set out from Hashmo'nah, and en- settle in it, for I have given the land to 
camped at Mose'roth. JI And they set you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the 
out from Mose'roth, and encamped at land by lot according to your families; 
Bene-ja'akan . .12And they set out from to a large tribe you shall give a large in
Bene-ja'akan, and encamped at Hor- heritance, and to a small tribe you shall 
haggid'gad. 3.1And they set out from give a small inheritance; wherever the 
Hor-haggid'gad, and encamped at Jot'- lot falls to any man, that shall be his; 
bathah .. 14And they set out from Jot'- according to the tribes of your fathers 
bathah, and encamped at Abro'nah. you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not 
.15And they set out from Abro'nah, and drive out the inhabitants of the land 
encamped at E'zion-ge'ber. 36And they from before you, then those of them 
set out from E'zion-ge'ber, and en- whom you let remain shall be as pricks 
camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, in your eyes and thorns in your sides, 
Kadesh). J7And they set out from Ka- and they shall trouble you in the land 
desh, and encamped at 1\1.ount Hor, on where you dwell. 56And I will do to you 
the edge of the land of Edom. as I thought to do to them." 

38 And Aaron the priest went up 34 The LORD said to Moses, 
Mount Hor at the command of the 2 "Command the people of Is
LoRD, ~nd died there, in the fortieth rael, and say to them, When you enter 
year after the people of Israel had come the land of Canaan (this is the land that 
out of the land of Egypt, on the first day shall fall to you for an inheritance, the 
of the fifth month. WAnd Aaron was a land of Canaan in its full extent), 3 your 
hundred and twenty-three years old south side shall be from the wilderness 
when he died on Mount Hor. of Zin along the side of Edom, and your 

40 And the Canaanite, the king of southern boundary shall be from the 
Arad, who dwelt in the Negeb in the end of the Salt Sea on the east; 4 and 
land of Canaan, heard of the coming of your boundary shall turn south of the 
the people of Israel. ascent of Akrab'bim, and cross to Zin, 

41 And they set out from Mount Hor, and its end shall be south of Ka'desh
and encamped at Zalmo'nah. 42And they bar'nea; then it shall go on to Ha'zar
set out from Zalmo'nah, and encamped ad'dar, and pass along to Azmon; 5 and 
at Punon. 4.1And they set out from the boundary shall turn from Azmon to 
Punon, and encamped at Oboth. 44And the Brook of Egypt, and its termination 
they set out from Oboth, and encamped shall be at the sea. 
at I'ye-ab'arim, in the territory of 6 "For the western boundary, you 
Moab. 45And they set out from I'yim, shall have the Great Sea and its" coast; 
and encamped at Dibon-gad. 46And this shall be your western boundary. 
they set out from Dibon-gad, and en- 7 "This shall be your northern 
camped at Al'mon-diblatha'im. 47And boundary: from the Great Sea you shall 
they set out from Al'mon-diblatha'im, mark out your line to Mount Hor; 
and encamped in the mountains of Ab' - H from Mount Hor you shall mark it out 
arim, before Nebo. 48And they set out to the entrance of Hamath, and the end 
from the mountains of Ab'arim, and en- of the boundary shall be at Zedad; 
camped in the plains of Moab by the 9 then the boundary shall extend to 
Jordan ac Jericho; 49 they encamped by Ziphron, and its end shall be at Hazar
the Jordan from Beth-jesh' imoth as far enan; this shall be your northern 
as Abel-shinim in the plains of Moab. boundary. 

50 And the LORD said to Moses in the 10 "You shall mark out your eastern 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, boundary from Hazar-enan to She-
51 "Say co rhe people of Israel, When pham; 11 and the boundary shall go 
you pass over the Jordan into the land of down from Shepham to Riblah on the 
Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all east side of A'in; and the boundary shall 
" Syr: Heb lacks its 
33.38-39: Num 20.23-29; Dcut 10.6. 33.52: Ex 23.24; Deur 7.5; 12.3. 34.3-5: Josh 15.1-4. 
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go down, and reach to rhe shoulder of for rheir catrle and for rheir livesrock 
rhe sea of Chin'nererh on rhe east; and for all rheir beasrs. 4 The pasrure 
12 and the boundary shall go down to lands of rhe ciries, which you shall give 
rhe Jordan, and irs end shall be ar rhe co rhe Levi res, shall reach from rhe wall 
Salr Sea. This shall be your land wirh of rhe city ourward a rhousand cubics all 
irs boundaries all round." round. SAnd you shall measure, ourside 

13 Moses commanded rhe people of rhe ciry, for rhe ease side rwo rhousand 
Israel, saying, "This is rhe land which cubics, and for rhe sourh side rwo thou
you shall inherir by Joe, which rhe LORD sand cubics, and for rhe wesr side two 
has commanded co give to the nine rhousand cubics, and for rhe norrh side 
rribes and to rhe half-rribe; 14 for rhe rwo rhousand cubics, rhe ciry being in 
rribe of rhe sons of Reuben by farhers' rhe middle; ch.is shall belong co them as 
houses and rhe rribe of rhe sons of Gad pasrure land for rheir ciries. 6 The ciries 
by rheir farhers' houses have received which you give co rhe Levites shall be 
their inheritance, and also the half-tribe the six cities of refuge, where you shall 
of Manas'seh; IS the two tribes and the permit the manslayer to flee, and in 
half-tribe have received their inherit- addition to them you shall give forty
ance beyond the Jordan at Jericho east- two cities. 7All rhe cities which you give 
ward, toward the sunrise." to the Levites shall be forty-eight, with 

16 The LORD said to Moses, 17 "These their pasture lands. 8And as for the 
are the names of the men who shall cities which you shall give from the 
divide the land to you for inheritance: possession of the people of Israel, from 
Elea'zar the priest and Joshua the son rhe larger tribes you shall take many, 
of Nun. 18 You shall take one leader of and from the smaller tribes you shall 
every tribe, to divide the land for in- take few; each, in proportion to the in
heritance. 19 These are the names of the heritance which it inherits, shall give of 
men: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the its cities to the Levites." 
son of Jephun'neh. 20 Of rhe rribe of the 9 And the LORD said to Moses, 
sons of Simeon, Shemu'el the son of 10 "Say to the people of Israel, When 
Ammi'hud. 21 Of the tribe of Benjamin, you cross the Jordan into the land of 
Eli'dad the son of Chislon. 22 Of the Canaan, 11 then you shall select cities 
tribe of the sons of Dan a leader, Bukki to be cities of refuge for you, that the 
the son of Jogli. 23 Of the sons of manslayer who kills any person without 
Joseph: of the tribe of the sons of intent may flee there. 12 The cities shall 
Manas'seh a leader, Han'niel the son of be for you a refuge from the avenger, 
Ephod. 24And of the tribe of the sons of that the manslayer may not die until he 
E'phraim a leader, Kemu'el the son of stands before the congregation for 
Shiphtan. 25 Of the tribe of the sons of judgment. DAnd rhe cities which you 
Zeb'ulun a leader, Eliza'phan the son give shall be your six cities of refuge. 
of Parnach. 26 Of the tribe of the sons of 14 You shall give three cities beyond rhe 
Is'sachar a leader, Pal'tiel the son of Jordan, and three cities in the land of 
Azzan. 27And of the tribe of the sons of Canaan, to be cities of refuge. 15 These 
Asher a leader, Ahi 'hud the son of six cities shall be for refuge for the 
Shelo'mi. 28 Of the tribe of the sons of people of Israel, and for the stranger 
Naph'tali a leader, Pedah'el the son of and for the sojourner among them, that 
Ammi'hud. 29 These are rhe men whom any one who kills any person without 
the LORD commanded to divide the in- intent may flee there. 
heritance for the people of Israel in the 16 "But if he struck h.im down with 
land of Canaan." an instrument of iron, so that he died, 

35 The LORD said to Moses in the he is a murderer; the murderer shall be 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at put to death. 17And if he struck him 

Jericho, 2 "Command the people of down with a stone in the hand, by which 
Israel, that they give to the Levites, a man may die, and he died, he is a 
from the inheritance of their possession, murderer; the murderer shall be put to 
cities to dwell in; and you shall give to death. 18 Or ifhe struck him down wirh 
the Levites pasture lands round about a weapon of wood in the hand, by which 
the cities. 3 The cities shall be theirs to a man may die, and he died, he is a mur
dwell in, and their pasture lands shall be derer; the murderer shall be put to 
34.13-15: Josh 14.1-5. 35.1-8: Lev 25.32-34; Josh 21.1-42. 35.6, 9-34: Deur 19.1-13. 
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death. 19 The avenger of blood shall who shed it. 34 You shall not defile the 
himself put the murderer to death; land in which you live, in the midst of 
when he meets him, he shall put him which I dwell; for I the LORD dwell in 
to death. 20And if he stabbed him from the midst of the people of Israel." 
hatred, or hurled at him, lying in wait, 36 The heads of the fathers' houses 
so that he died, 21 or in enmity struck of the families of the sons of Gil
him down with his hand, so that he ead the son of Machir, son of Manas'
dicd, then he who struck the blow shall seh, of the fathers' houses of the sons of 
be put to death; he is a murderer; the Joseph, came near and spoke before 
avenger of blood shall put the murderer Moses and before the leaders, the heads 
to death, when he meets him. of the fathers' houses of the people of 

22 "But if he stabbed him suddenly Israel; 2 they said, "The LORD com
without enmity, or hurled anything on manded my lord to give the land for in
him without lying in wait, 23 or used a heritance by lot to the people of Israel; 
stone, by which a man may die, and and my lord was commanded by the 
without seeing him cast it upon him, so LORD to give the inheritance of Zelo' -
that he died, though he was not his phehad our brother to his daughters. 
enemy, and did not seek his harm; 3 But if they are married to any of the 
24 then the congregation shall judge sons of the other tribes of the people of 
between the manslayer and the avenger Israel then their inheritance will be 
of blood, in accordance with these taken from the inheritance of our fa
ordinances; 25 and the congregation thers, and added to the inheritance of 
shall rescue the manslayer from the the tribe to which they belong; so it will 
hand of the avenger of blood, and the be taken away from the lot of our in
congregation shall restore him to his heritance. 4And when the jubilee of the 
city of refuge, to which he had fled, and people of Israel comes, then their in
hc shall live in it until the death of the heritance will be added to the inherit
high priest who was anointed with the ance of the tribe to which they belong; 
holy oil. 26 But if the manslayer shall at and their inheritance will be taken from 
any time go beyond the bounds of his the inheritance of the tribe of our 
city of refuge to which he fled, 27 and fathers." 
the avenger of blood finds him outside 5 And Moses commanded the people 
the bounds of his city of refuge, and the of Israel according to the word of the 
averger of blood slays the manslayer, he LORD, saying, "The tribe of the sons of 
shall not be guilty of blood. 2~ For the Joseph is right. 6 This is what the LORD 
man must remain in his city of refuge corrunands concerning the daughters of 
until the death of the high priest; but Zelo'phehad, 'Let them marry whom 
after the death of the high priest the they think best; only, they shall marry 
manslayer may return to the land of his within the family of the tribe of their 
possess10n. father. 7 The inheritance of the people 

29 "And these things shall be for a of Israel shall not be transferred from 
statute and ordinance to you throughout one tribe to another; for every one of 
your generations in all your dwellings. the people of Israel shall cleave to the 
-10 If any one kills a person, the mur- inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 
dercr shall be put to death on the evi- HAnd every daughter who possesses an 
dcncc of witnesses; but no person shall inheritance in any tribe of the people of 
be put to death on the testimony of one Israel shall be wife to one of the family 
witness .. i1 Moreover you shall accept of the tribe of her father, so that every 
no ransom for the life of a murderer, one of the people of Israel may possess 
who is guilty of death; but he shall be the inheritance of his fathers. 9 So no 
put to death. 32And you shall accept no inheritance shall be transferred from 
ransom for him who has tied to his city one tribe to another; for each of the 
of refuge, that he may return to dwell in tribes of the people of Israel shall cleave 
the land before the death of the high to its own inheritance.' " 
priest. -1-1 You shall not thus pollute the 10 The daughters of Zelo'phehad did 
land in which you live; for blood pol- as the LORD commanded Moses; 11 for 
lutes the land, and no expiation can be Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 
made for the land, for the blood that is Noah, the daughters of Zelo'phehad, 
shed in it, except by the blood of him were married to sons of their father's 
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brothers. 12 They were married into the 
families of the sons of Manas'seh the 
son of Joseph, and their inheritance re
mained in the tribe of the family of their 
father. 

13 These are the commandments and 
the ordinances which the LORD com
manded by Moses to the people of 
Israel in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan at Jericho. 

THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

DEUTERONOMY 

1 These are the words that Moses bless you, as he has promised you 1 

spoke to all Israel beyond the Jor- 12 How can I bear alone the weight and 
dan in the wilderness, in the Arabah burden of you and your strife? 13 Choose 
over against Suph, between Paran and wise, understanding, and experienced 
Tophel, Laban, Haze'rorh, and Diz' - men, according to your tribes, and I will 
ahab. 2 It is eleven days' journey from appoint them as your heads.' I4And you 
Horeb by the way of Mount Se'ir to answered me, 'The thing chat you have 
Ka'desh-bar'nea. 3And in the fortieth spoken is good for us to do.' 15 So I 
year, on the first day of the eleventh took the heads of your tribes, wise and 
month, Moses spoke to the people of experienced men, and sec them as heads 
Israel according to all that the LoRD had over you, commanders of thousands, 
given him in commandment to them, commanders of hundreds, commanders 
4 after he had defeated Sihon the king of of fifties, commanders of tens, and 
the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, officers, throughout your tribes. I6And 
and Og the king of Bashan, who lived in I charged your judges at char rime, 
Ash'taroth and in Ed're-i. ' Beyond the 'Hear the cases between your brethren, 
Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses un- and judge righteously between a man 
dertook to explain this law, saying, and his brother or the alien that is with 
6 "The LORD our God said to us in him. 17 You shall not be partial in judg
Horeb, 'You have stayed long enough ment; you shall hear the small and the 
at this mountain; 7 turn and take your great alike; you shall not be afraid of the 
journey, and go to the hill country of face of man, for the judgment is God's; 
the Amorites, and to all their neighbors and the case that is too hard for you, you 
in the Ara bah, in the hill country and shall bring to me, and I will hear it.' 
in the lowland, and in the Negeb, and IHAnd I commanded you at that time all 
by the seacoast, the land of the Ca- the things that you should do. 
naanites, and Lebanon, as far as the 19 "And we set out from Horeb, and 
great river, the river Eu-phra'tes. 8 Be- went through all that great and terrible 
hold, I have set the land before you; go wilderness which you saw, on the way 
in and take possession of the land which to the hill country of the Amorites, as 
the LORD swore to your fathers, to the LORD our God commanded us; and 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give we came to Ka'desh-bar'nea. 20And I 
to them and to their descendants after said to you, 'You have come to the hill 
them.' country of the Amorites, which the 

9 "At that time I said to you, 'I am LORD our God gives us. 21 Behold, the 
not able alone to bear you; IO the LORD LORD your God has set the land before 
your God has multiplied you, and be- you; go up, take possession, as the 
hold, you are this day as the stars of LORD, the God of your fathers, has told 
heaven for multitude. I I May the LORD, you; do not fear or be dismayed.· 
the God of your fathers, make you a 22 Then all of you came near me, and 
thousand times as many as you are, and said, 'Let us send men before us, that 
1.9-15: Num 1110-25 1.16-18: Ex 18.25-26. 1.22-46: Num IJ.1-14.45; 32.8-13. 
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they may explore the land for us, and your little ones, who you said would be
bring us word again of the way by which come a prey, and your children, who 
we must go up and the cities into which this day have no knowledge of good or 
we shall come.' 23 The thing seemed evil, shall go in there, and to them I will 
good to me, and I took twelve men give it, and they shall possess it. 40 But 
of you, one man for each tribe; 24 and as for you, turn, and journey into the 
they curned and went up into the hill wilderness in the direction of the 
country, and came to the Valley of Red Sea.' 
Eshcol and spied it out. 25And they took 41 "Then you answered me, 'We 
in their hands some of the fruit of the have sinned against the LORD; we will 
land and brought it down to us, and go up and fight, just as the LORD our 
brought us word again, and said, 'It is a God commanded us.' And every man of 
good land which the LORD our God you girded on his weapons of war, and 
gives us.' thought it easy to go up into che hill 

26 "Yet you would nor go up, but country. 42And the LORD said to me, 
rebelled against the command of the 'Say to them, Do not go up or fight, for 
LORD your God; 21 and you mur- I am not in the midst of you; lest you 
mured in your tents, and said, 'Because be defeated before your enemies.' 43 So 
the LORD hated us he has brought us I spoke to you, and you would not 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to give hearken; but you rebelled against the 
us into the hand of the Amorites, to command of the LORD, and were pre
destroy us. 28 Whither are we going up? sumptuous and went up into the hill 
Our brethren have made our hearts country. 44 Then the Amorites who 
melt, saying, "The people are greater lived in that hill country came out 
and taller than we; the cities are great against you and chased you as bees do 
and fortified up to heaven; and more- and beat you down in Se'ir as far as 
over we have seen the sons of the Ana- Hormah. 45And you returned and wept 
kim there." ' 29 Then I said to you, 'Do before the LORD; but the LORD did not 
nor be in dread or afraid of them. hearken to your voice or give ear to you. 
30 The LORD your God who goes before 46 So you remained at Kadesh many 
you will himself fight for you, just as he days, the days chat you remained there. 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 2 "Then we turned, and journeyed 
.\I and in che wilderness, where you have into the wilderness in the direction 
seen how the LORD your God bore you, of the Red Sea, as the LORD told me; 
as a man bears his son, in all che way and for many days we went about 
chat you went until you came co this Mount Se'ir. 2 Then the LORD said co 
place.' 32 Yee in spite of this word you me, 3 'You have been going about chis 
did nor believe the LORD your God, mountain country long enough; cum 
.\l who went before you in the way to northward. 4And command che people, 
seek you out a place co pitch your tents, You are about to pass through che 
in fire by night, co show you by what territory of your brethren the sons of 
way you should go, and in the cloud by Esau, who live in Se'ir; and they will be 
day. afraid of you. So take good heed; s do 

31 "And che LORD heard your words, not contend with them; for I will not 
and was angered, and he swore, 35 'Not give you any of their land, no, not so 
one of these men of chis evil generation much as for the sole of che foot to tread 
shall see che good land which I swore to on, because I have given Mount Se'ir to 
give to your fathers, 36 except Caleb the Esau as a possession. 6 You shall pur
son of Jephun'neh; he shall see it, and chase food from them for money, that 
co him and to his children I will give the you may eat; and you shall also buy 
land upon which he has trodden, be- water of them for money, chat you may 
cause he has wholly followed the drink. 7 For the LORD your God has 
LORD!' ·17 The LORD was angry with me blessed you in all the work of your 
also on your account, and said, 'You hands; he knows your going through 
also shall not go in there; 38 Joshua the this great wilderness; these forty years 
son of Nun, who stands before you, he the LORD your God has been with you; 
shall enter; encourage him, for he shall you have lacked nothing.' B So we went 
cause Israel to inherit it. 39 Moreover on, away from our brethren the sons of 
1.31: Am n.18. 2.1-8: Num 21.4-20. 
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Esau who live in Se'ir, away from the their stead.) 24 'Rise up, take your 
Arabah road from Elath and E'zion- journey, and go over the valley of the 
ge'ber. Amon; behold, I have given into your 

"And we turned and went in the hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Hesh
direction of the wilderness of Moab. bon, and his land; begin to take posses-
9And the LORD said to me, 'Do not sion, and contend with him in battle. 
harass Moab or contend with them in 25 This day I will begin to put the 
battle, for I will not give you any of dread and fear of you upon the peoples 
their land for a possession, because I that are under the whole heaven, who 
have given Ar to the sons of Lot for a shall hear the report of you and shall 
possession.' 10 (The Emim formerly tremble and be in anguish because of 
lived there, a people great and many, you.' 
and tall as the Anakim ; l l like the 26 "So I sent messengers from the 
Anakim they are also known as Reph'- wilderness of Ked'emoth to Sihon the 
aim, but the Moabites call them Emim. king of Heshbon, with words of peace, 
12 The Horites also lived in Se'ir for- saying, 27 'Let me pass through your 
merly, but the sons of Esau dispossessed land; I will go only by the road, I will 
them, and destroyed them from before turn aside neither to the right nor to 
them, and settled in their stead; as the left. 28 You shall sell me food for 
Israel did to the land of their possession, money, that I may eat, and give me 
which the LORD gave to them.) 13 'Now water for money, that I may drink; only 
rise up, and go over the brook Zered.' let me pass through on foot, 29 as the 
So we went over the brook Zered. l4And sons of Esau who live in Se'ir and the 
the time from our leaving Ka'desh- Moabites who live in Ar did for me, 
bar'nea until we crossed the brook until I go over the Jordan into the land 
Zered was thirty-eight years, until the which the LORD our God gives to us.' 
entire generation, that is, the men of 30 But Sihon the king of Heshbon would 
war, had perished from the camp, as the not let us pass by him; for the LORD 
LoRD had sworn to them. 15 For indeed your God hardened his spirit and made 
the hand of the LORD was against them, his heart obstinate, that he might give 
to destroy them from the camp, until him into your hand, as at this day .. HAnd 
they had perished. the LORD said to me, 'Behold, I have be-

16 "So when all the men of war had gun to give Sihon and his land over to 
perished and were dead from among you; begin to take possession, that you 
the people, 17 the LORD said to me, may occupy his land.' 32 Then Sihon 
l 8 'This day you are to pass over the came out against us, he and all his 
boundary of Moab at Ar; 19 and when people, to battle at Jahaz. -1-1And the 
you approach the frontier of the sons of LORD our God gave him over to us; and 
Ammon, do not harass them or contend we defeated him and his sons and all his 
with them, for I will not give you any of people. 34And we captured all his cities 
the land of the sons of Ammon as a at that time and utterly destroyed every 
possession, because I have given it to city, men, women, and children; we 
the sons of Lot for a possession.' left none remaining; JS only the cattle 
20 (That also is known as a land of we took as spoil for ourselves, with the 
Reph'aim; Reph'aim formerly lived booty of the cities which we captured. 
there, but the Ammonites call them 36 From Aro' er, which is on the edge of 
Zamzum'mim, 21 a people great and the valley of the Arnon, and from the 
many, and tall as the Anakim; but the city that is in the valley, as far as Gilead, 
LORD destroyed them before them; and there was not a city too high for us; the 
they dispossessed them, and settled in LORD our God gave all into our hands. 
their stead; 22 as he did for the sons of 3 7 Only to the land of the sons of Am
Esau, who live in Se'ir, when he de- mon you did not draw near, that is, to all 
stroyed the Horites before them, and the banks of the river Jabbok and the 
they dispossessed them, and settled in cities of the hill country, and wherever 
their stead even to this day. 23As for the the LORD our God forbade us. 
Avvim, who lived in villages as far as 3 "Then we turned and went up the 
Gaza, the Caph'torim, who came from way to Bashan; and Og the king of 
Caphtor, destroyed them and settled in Bashan came out against us, he and all 
2.26-37: Num 21.21-12. 3.1-11: Num 21.ll-15. 
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his people, to battle at Ed're-i. 2 But the as far as the valley of the Amon, with 
LORD said to me, 'Do not fear him; for the middle of the valley as a boundary, as 
I have given him and all his people and far over as the river Jabbok, the boundary 
his land into your hand; and you shall of the Ammonites; 17 the Arabah also, 
do to him as you did to Sihon the king of with the Jordan as the boundary, from 
the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon.' Chin'nereth as far as the sea of the 
' So the LORD our God gave into our Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes 
hand Og also, the king of Bashan, and of Pisgah on the east. 
all his people; and we smote him until 18 "And I commanded you at that 
no survivor was left to him. 4 And we time, saying, 'The LORD your God has 
rook all his cities at that time--there was given you this land to possess; all your 
not a city which we did not take from men of valor shall pass over armed 
them-sixty cities, the whole region of before your brethren the people of 
Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. Israel. 19 But your wives, your little 
'All these were cities fortified with high ones, and your cattle (I know that you 
walls, gates, and bars, besides very have many cattle) shall remain in the 
many unwalled villages. 6And we utterly cities which I have given you, 20 until 
destroyed them, as we did to Sihon the the LORD gives rest to your brethren, as 
king of Heshbon, destroying every city, to you, and they also occupy the land 
men, women, and children. 7 But all which the LORD your God gives them 
the cattle and the spoil of the cities we beyond the Jordan; then you shall re
took as our booty. K So we took the land turn every man to his possession which 
at that time out of the hand of the two I have given you.' 2IAnd I commanded 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond Joshua at that time, 'Your eyes have 
the Jordan, from the valley of the Amon seen all that the LORD your God has 
to Mount Hermon '> (the Sido'nians done to these two kings; so will the 
call Hermon Sirion, while the Amorites LORD do to all the kingdoms into which 
call it Senir), 10 all the cities of the you are going over. 22 You shall not fear 
tableland and all Gilead and all Bashan, them; for it is the LORD your God who 
as far as Sal'ecah and Ed're-i, cities of fights for you.' 
the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For 23 "And I besought the LORD at that 
only Og the king of Bashan was left of time, saying, 24 'O Lord Goo, thou hast 
the remnant of the Reph' aim; behold, only begun to show thy servant thy 
his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is greatness and thy mighty hand; for 
it not in Rabbah of the Ammonites? what god is there in heaven or on earth 
Nine cubits was its length, and four who can do such works and mighty acts 
cubits its breadth, according to the as thine? 25 Let me go over, I pray, and 
common cubit.") see the good land beyond the Jordan, 

12 "When we took possession of this that goodly hill country, and Lebanon.' 
land at that time, I gave to the Reu- 26 But the LORD was angry with me on 
benites and the Gadites the territory your account, and would not hearken to 
beginning at Aro'er, which is on the me; and the LORD said to me, 'Let it 
edge of the valley of the Amon, and half suffice you; speak no more to me of this 
the hill country of Gilead with its matter. 27 Go up to the top of Pisgah, 
cities; IJ the rest of Gilead, and all and lift up your eyes westward and 
Bashan, the kingdom of Og, that is, all northward and southward and eastward, 
the region of Argob, I gave to the half- and behold it with your eyes; for you 
tribe of Manas'seh. (The whole of that shall not go over this Jordan. 2H But 
Bashan is called the land of Reph'aim. charge Joshua, and encourage and 
14 Ja'ir the Manas'site took all the region strengthen him; for he shall go over at 
of Argob, that is, Bashan, as far as the the head of this people, and he shall put 
border of the Gesh'urites and the Ma- them in possession of the land which 
ac'athites, and called the villages after you shall see.' 29 So we remained in the 
his own name, Hav'voth-ja'ir, as it is to valley opposite Beth-pe'or. 
this day.) IS To Machir I gave Gilead, 4 "And now, 0 Israel, give heed to 
16 and to the Reubenites and the the statutes and the ordinances 
Gadites I gave the territory from Gilead which I teach you, and do them; that 
11 Heb cubir of a ma" 
3.12-W• Num 32. J.23-27: Num 27.12-14; Dcuc 32.48-52. 
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you may live, and go in and take posses- you might do them in the land which 
sion of the land which the LORD, the you are going over to possess. 
God of your fathers, gives you. 2 You 15 "Therefore take good heed to 
shall not add to the word which I com- yourselves. Since you saw no form on 
mand you, nor take from it; that you the day that the LORD spoke to you at 
may keep the commandments of the Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 be
LORD your God which I command you. ware lest you act corruptly by making a 
3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD graven image for yourselves, in the form 
did at Ba'al-pe'or; for the LORD your of any figure, the likeness of male or fe
God destroyed from among you all the male, l 7 the likeness of any beast that 
men who followed the Ba' al of Pe' or; is on the e2rth, the likeness of any 
4 but you who held fast to the LORD winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the 
your God are all alive this day. s Behold, likeness of anything that creeps on the 
I have taught you statutes and ordi- ground, the likeness of any fish that is 
nances, as the LORD my God com- in the water under the earth. 19And 
manded me, that you should do them in beware lest you lift up your eyes to 
the land which you are entering to take heaven, and when you see the sun and 
possession of it. 6 Keep them and do the moon and the stars, all the host of 
them; for that will be your wisdom and heaven, you be drawn away and worship 
your understanding in the sight of the them and serve them, things which the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these LORD your God has allotted to all the 
statutes, will say, 'Surely this great na- peoples under the whole heaven. 20 But 
tion is a wise and understanding peo- the LORD has taken you, and brought 
pie.' 7 For what great nation is there you forth out of the iron furnace, out of 
that has a god so near to it as the LORD Egypt, to be a people of his own posses
our God is to us, whenever we call upon sion, as at this day. 21 Furthermore the 
him? HAnd what great nation is there, LORD was angry with me on your ac
that has statutes and ordinances so count, and he swore that I should not 
righteous as all this law which I set cross the Jordan, and that I should not 
before you this day? enter the good land which the LORD 

9 "Only take heed, and keep your your God gives you for an inheritance. 
soul diligently, lest you forget the 22 For I must die in this land, I must 
things which your eyes have seen, and not go over the Jordan; but you shall go 
lest they depart from your heart all the over and take possession of that good 
days of your life; make them known to land. 23 Take heed to yourselves, lest 
your children and your children's you forget the covenant of the LORD 
children- 10 how on the day that you your God, which he made with you, and 
stood before the LORD your God at make a graven image in the form of 
Horeb, the LORD said to me, 'Gather the anything which the LORD your God has 
people to me, that I may let them hear forbidden you. 24 For the LORD your 
my words, so that they may learn to God is a devouring fire, a jealous God. 
fear me all the days that they live upon 25 "When you beget children and 
the earth, and that they may teach their children's children, and have grown old 
children so.' 11And you came near and in the land, if you act corruptly by 
stood at the foot of the mountain, while making a graven image in the form of 
the mountain burned with fire to the anything, and by doing what is evil in 
heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, the sight of the LORD your God, so as 
cloud, and gloom. 12 Then the LORD to provoke him to anger, 26 I call heaven 
spoke to you out of the midst of the fire; and earth to witness against you this 
you heard the sound of words, but saw day, that you will soon utterly perish 
no form; there was only a voice. DAnd from the land which you are going over 
he declared to you his covenant, which the Jordan to possess; you will not live 
he commanded you to perform, that is, long upon it, but will be utterly de
the ten commandments;'' and he wrote stroyed. 27And the LORD will scatter you 
them upon two tables of stone. 14And among the peoples, and you will be left 
the LORD commanded me at that time to few in number among the nations where 
teach you statutes and ordinances, that the LoRD will drive you. 28And there 
1' Heb words 
4.2: Rev 22.18-19. 4.9-14: Ex 19.1-21. 4.24: Heb 12.29. 
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you will serve gods of wood and stone, 
the work of men's hands, that neither 
see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 But 
from there you will seek the LORD your 
God, and you will find him, if you 
search after him with all your heart and 
with all your soul. 30 When you are in 
tribulation, and all these things come 
upon you in the latter days, you will 
return to the LoRD your God and obey 
his voice, 31 for the LORD your God is a 
merciful God; he will not fail you or 
destroy you or forget the covenant with 
your fathers which he swore to them. 

32 "For ask now of the days that are 
past, which were before you, since the 
day that God created man upon the 
earth, and ask from one end of heaven 
to the other, whether such a great thing 
as this has ever happened or was ever 
heard of. 33 Did any people ever hear 
the voice of a god speaking out of the 
midst of the fire, as you have heard, and 
still live? ~ Or has any god ever at
tempted to go and take a nation for 
himself from the midst of another na
tion, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and 
by war, by a mighty hand and an out
stretched arm, and by great terrors, ac
cording to all that the LORD your God 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 
35 To you it was shown, that you might 
know that the LORD is God; there is no 
other besides him. 36 Out of heaven he 
let you hear his voice, that he might 
discipline you; and on earth he let you 
see his great fire, and you heard his 
words out of the midst of the fire. 
l7 And because he loved your fathers 
and chose their descendants after them, 
and brought you out of Egypt with his 
own presence, by his great power, 
3K driving out before you nations greater 
and mightier than yourselves, to bring 
you in, to give you their land for an in
herirance, as at this day; 39 know there
fore this day, and lay it to your heart, 
that rhe LORD is God in heaven above 
and on the earth beneath; there is 
no other. 40 Therefore you shall keep 
his statutes and his commandments, 
which I command you this day, that it 
may go well with you, and with your 
children after you, and that you 
may prolong your days in the land 
which the LORD your God gives you for 
ever.'' 
,. Syr: Heb Sion rl Or besides 

41 Then Moses set apart three cities 
in the east beyond the Jordan, 42 that 
the manslayer might flee there, who 
kills his neighbor unintentionally, with
out being at enmity with him in time 
past, and that by fleeing to one of these 
cities he might save his life: 43 Bezer in 
the wilderness on the tableland for the 
Reubenites, and Ramoth in Gilead for 
the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for 
the Manas'sites. 

44 This is the law which Moses set 
before the children of Israel; 45 these 
are the testimonies, the statutes, and the 
ordinances, which Moses spoke to 
the children of Israel when they came 
out of Egypt, 46 beyond the Jordan in 
the valley opposite Beth-pe'or, in the 
land of Sihon the king of the Amorites, 
who lived at Heshbon, whom Moses 
and the children of Israel defeated when 
they came out of Egypt. 47 And they 
took possession of his land and the land 
of Og the king of Bashan, the two kings 
of the Amorites, who lived to the east 
beyond the Jordan; 48 from Aro'er, 
which is on the edge of the valley of the 
Amon, as far as Mount Sirionc (that is, 
Hermon), 49 together with all the 
Arabah on the east side of the Jordan 
as far as the Sea of the Arabah, under 
the slopes of Pisgah. 

5 And Moses summoned all Israel, 
and said to them, "Hear, 0 Israel, 

the statutes and the ordinances which I 
speak in your hearing this day, and you 
shall learn them and be careful to do 
them. 2 The LORD our God made a 
covenant with us in Horeb. 3 Not with 
our fathers did the LORD make this 
covenant, but with us, who are all of 
us here alive this day. 4 The LORD spoke 
with you face to face at the mountain, 
out of the midst of the fire, 5 while I 
stood between the LORD and you at that 
time, to declare to you the word of the 
LORD; for you were afraid because of 
the fire, and you did not go up into the 
mountain. He said: 

6 " 'I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. 

7 " 'You shall have no other gods 
befored me. 

8 " 'You shall not make for yourself 
a graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is 

4.35: Mk 12.32. 4.41-43: Num 35.6, 9-34; Dcut 19.2-13; Josh 20.7-9. 5.6-21: Ex 20.2-17. 
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on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth; 9 you shall not 
bow down to them or serve them; for I 
the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, IO but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of 
those who love me and keep my· com
mandments. 

11 " 'You shall not take the name of 
the LORD your God in vain: for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who 
takes his name in vain. 

12 " 'Observe the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy, as the LORD your God 
commanded you. IJ Six days you shall 
labor, and do all your work; 14 but the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD 
your God; in it you shall not do any 
work, you, or your son, or your daugh
ter, or your manservant, or your maid
servant, or your ox, or your ass, or any 
of your cattle, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates, that your man
servant and your maidservant may rest 
as well as you. IS You shall remember 
that you were a servant in the land of 
Egypt, and the LORD your God brought 
you out thence with a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm; therefore the 
LORD your God commanded you to 
keep the sabbath day. 

16 " 'Honor your father and your 
mother, as the LoRD your God com
manded you; that your days may be 
prolonged, and that it may go well with 
you, in the land which the LORD your 
God gives you. 

17 " 'You shall not kill. 
18 " 'Neither shall you commit 

adultery. 
19 " 'Neither shall you steal. 
20 " 'Neither shall you bear false 

witness against your neighbor. 
21 " 'Neither shall you covet your 

neighbor's wife; and you shall not de
sire your neighbor's house, his field, or 
his manservant, or his maidservant, his 
ox, or his ass, or anything that is your 
neighbor's.' 

22 "These words the LORD spoke to 
all your assembly at the mountain out 
of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and 
the thick darkness, with a loud voice; 
and he added no more. And he wrote 

them upon two tables of stone, and 
gave them to me. 2JAnd when you 
heard the voice out of the midst of the 
darkness, while the mountain was burn
ing with fire, you came near to me, all 
the heads of your tribes, and your 
elders; 24 and you said, 'Behold, the 
LORD our God has shown us his glory 
and greatness, and we have heard his 
voice out of the midst of the fire; we 
have this day seen God speak with man 
and man still live. 25 Now therefore why 
should we die? For this great fire will 
consume us; if we hear the voice of the 
LORD our God any more, we shall die. 
26 For who is there of all flesh, that has 
heard the voice of the living God speak
ing out of the midst of fire, as we have, 
and has still lived? 27 Go near, and hear 
all that the LORD our God will say; and 
speak to us all that the LORD our God 
will speak to you; and we will hear and 
do it.' 

28 "And the LORD heard your words, 
when you spoke to me; and the LORD 
said to me, 'I have heard the words of 
this people, which they have spoken to 
you; they have rightly said all that they 
have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such a 
mind as this always, to fear me and to 
keep all my commandments, that it 
might go well with them and with their 
children for ever! JO Go and say to 
them, "Return to your tents." .ll But 
you, stand here by me, and I will tell 
you all the commandment and the 
statutes and the ordinances which you 
shall teach them, that they may do them 
in the land which I give them to pos
sess.' 32 You shall be careful to do there
fore as the LORD your God has com
manded you; you shall not turn aside to 
the right hand or to the left. JJ You shall 
walk in all the way which the LORD your 
God has commanded you, that you may 
live, and that it may go well with you, 
and that you may live long in the land 
which you shall possess. 

6 "Now this is the commandment, 
the statutes and the ordinances 

which the LORD your God commanded 
me to teach you, that you may do them 
in the land to which you are going over, 
to possess it; 2 that you may fear the 
LORD your God, you and your son and 
your son's son, by keeping all his 

5.14: Ex 208-11; 21.12. 5.16: Mt 15.4; Mk 7.10; Eph 6.2-l. 5.16-20: Mt 19.18-19; Mk I0.19; Lk 18.20 
5.17-18: Jas 2.11. 5.17-21: Rom Jl.Q. 5.18: Mt 5.27; Rom 7.2. 5.21: Rom 7.7. 
5.22-27: Ex 20.18-21 
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statures and his commandments, which 18And you shall do what is right and 
I command you, all the days of your good in the sight of the LORD, char ic 
life; and char your days may be pro- may go well with you, and char you may 
longed .. i Hear therefore, 0 Israel, and go in and cake possession of the good 
be careful co do chem; char ic may land which the LORD swore co give co 
go well with you, and char you may your fathers 19 by thrusting our all your 
mulciply greacly, as the LORD, the enemies from before you, as the LORD 
God of your fathers, has promised has promised. 
yQu, in a land flowing with milk and 20 "When your son asks you in rime 
honey. co come, 'What is che meaning of che 

4 "Hear, 0 Israel: The Lo RD our rescimonies and che sea cures and the 
God is one LORD;' s and you shall love ordinances which the LORD our God 
che LORD your God with all your heart, has commanded you?' 21 then you shall 
and with all your soul, and with all say co your son, 'We were Pharaoh's 
your might. 6And these words which I slaves in Egypt; and the LORD brought 
command you chis day shall be upon us our of Egypt with a mighty hand; 
your heart; 7 and you shall reach chem 22 and the LORD showed signs and 
diligently co your children, and shall wonders, great and grievous, against 
talk of chem when you sit in your house, Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his 
and when you walk by che way, and household, before our eyes; 23 and he 
when you lie down, and when you rise. brought us out from there, that he 
8And you shall bind them as a sign upon might bring us in and give us the land 
your hand, and they shall be as frontiers which he swore to give to our fathers. 
between your eyes. 9And you shall 24And the LORD commanded us to do 
write them on the doorposts of yollt'- all these statutes, to fear the LORD our 
house and on your gates. God, for our good always, that he 

10 "And when the LORD your God might preserve us alive, as ac chis day. 
brings you into the land which he swore 2SAnd ic will be righteousness for us, if 
co your fathers, co Abraham, to Isaac, we are careful co do all chis command
and co Jacob, to give you, with great menc before the LORD our God, as he 
and goodly cities, which you did nor has commanded us.' 
build, 11 and houses full of all good 7 "When che LORD your God brings 
things, which you did nor fill, and cis- you into the land which you are 
terns hewn out, which you did not hew, entering co cake possession of it, and 
and vineyards and olive trees, which clears away many nations before you, 
you did nor plant, and when you eat the Hittites, che Gir'gashires, che 
and arc full, 12 then cake heed Iese you Amorites, the Canaanites, the Per'
forget the LORD, who brought you our izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites, 
of the land of Egypt, our of the house of seven nations greater and mightier than 
bondage. 13 You shall fear che LORD yourselves, 2 and when the LORD your 
your God; you shall serve him, and God gives them over to you, and you 
swear by his name. 14 You shall not go defeat chem; then you must utterly 
after other gods, of the gods of the destroy chem; you shall make no 
peoples who are round about you; IS for covenant with chem, and show no mercy 
the LoRD your God in the midst of you co chem. 3 You shall not make mar-
1s a Jealous God; lest the anger of the riages with them, giving your daughters 
LORD your God be kindled against you, to their sons or taking their daughters 
and he destroy you from off the face of for your sons. 4 For they would turn 
the earth. away your sons from following me, co 

16 "You shall not puc the LORD your serve other gods; then the anger of the 
God to the test, as you te,<;ted him at LORD would be kindled against you, 
Massah. 17 You shall diligently keep and he would destroy you quickly. s But 
the commandments of the LORD your thus shall you deal with them: you shall 
God, and his testimonies, and his break down their altars, and dash in 
statutes, which he has commanded you. pieces their pillars, and hew down their 
''Or the LoRU our God, Ihc LOIU> i~ one Or rhi· LORD ;~ or1r God, rhe LORD is one Or thL' LORD is our God, 

rhe LORD alm1c 
8.4-5: Mt 22.37; Mk 12.29-30; Lk 10.27. 8.8-9: Deut 6.20-25; 11.18-20. 6.8: Ex 13.9, 16; Deut 11.18. 
8.13: Mt 4.10; Lk 4.8. 6.18: Mt 4.7; Lk 4.12. 7.1: Acts 13.19. 7.2-4: Ex 23.32·33; 34.12, 15-16. 
7.5: Ex 21.21; 34.13; Num 33.52; Deut 12.3. 



DEUTERONOMY 7 162 "A people holy to the LoRD" 
Ashe'rim, and burn their graven images 17 "If you say in your heart, 'These 
with fire. nations are greater than I; how can I 

6 "For you are a people holy to the dispossess them?' 18 you shall not be 
LORD your God; the Lo RD your God afraid of them, but you shall remember 
has chosen you to be a people for his what the LORD your God did to 
own possession, out of all the peoples Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19 the great 
that are on rhe face of the earth. 7 It was trials which your eyes saw, the signs, 
not because you were more in number the wonders, the mighty hand, and the 
than any other people that the LORD set outstretched arm, by which the LORD 
his love upon you and chose you, for your God brought you out; so will the 
you were the fewest of all peoples; 8 but LORD your God do to all the peoples of 
it is because the LORD loves you, and is whom you are afraid. 20 Moreover the 
keeping the oath which he swore to LORD your God will send hornets 
your fathers, rhat the LORD has brought among them, until those who are left 
you out with a mighty hand, and re- and hide themselves from you are 
deemed you from the house of bondage, destroyed. 21 You shall not be in dread 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of of them; for the LORD your God is in 
Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD rhe midst of you, a great and terrible 
your God is God, the faithful God who God. 22 The LORD your God will clear 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with away these nations before you little by 
those who love him and keep his com- little; you may not make an end of 
mandments, to a thousand generations, them at once/ lest rhe wild beasts grow 
IO and requites to their face those who roo numerous for you. 23 But the LORD 
hate him, by destroying them; he will your God will give them over to you, 
not be slack with him who hates him, and throw them into great confusion, 
he will requite him to his face. II You until they are destroyed. 24And he will 
shall therefore be careful to do the give their kings into your hand, and 
commandment, and the statutes, and you shall make their name perish from 
the ordinances, which I command you under heaven; not a man shall be able 
this day. to stand against you, until you have de-

12 "And because you hearken to these stroyed them. 25 The graven images of 
ordinances, and keep and do rhem, the their gods you shall bum with fire; you 
LORD your God will keep with you rhe shall not covet the silver or the gold 
covenant and the steadfast love which that is on them, or take it for yourselves, 
he swore to your fathers to keep; 13 he lest you be ensnared by it; for it is an 
will love you, bless you, and multiply abomination to the LORD your God. 
you; he will also bless the fruit of your 26And you shall not bring an abominable 
body and rhe fruit of your ground, thing into your house, and become ac
your grain and your wine and your oil, cursed like it; you shall utterly detest 
the increase of your cattle and the _apd abhor it; for it is an accursed thing. 
young of your flock, in the land which f 8' "All the commandment which I 
he swore to your fathers to give you. : command you this day you shall be 
14 You shall be blessed above all pea- careful to do, that you may live and 
pies; there shall not be male or female multiply, and go in and possess the land 
barren among you, or among your which the LORD swore to give to your 
cattle. 15And the LORD will take away fathers. 2And you shall remember all 
from you all sickness; and none of the the way which the LORD your God has 
evil diseases of Egypt, which you knew, led you these forty years in the wilder
will he inflict upon you, but he will lay ness, that he might humble you, testing 
them upon all who hate you. I6And you you to know what was in your heart, 
shall destroy all the peoples that the ')whether you would keep his command
LORD your God will give over to you, ments, or not. 3And he humbled you 
your eye shall not pity them; neither and let you hunger and fed you with 
shall you serve their gods, for that manna, which you did not know, nor 
would be a snare to you. '~d your fathers know; that he might 

I Or qufrkly 
7.6: Ex 19.5; Lev ll.44-·JS; 19.2; 20.7, 26; Num 15.40; Dcut l-1.2, 21; 26.19; 28.9. 
8.3: Mt 4.4; Lk 'i.4 
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make you know that man does not livi them, I solemnly warn you this day 
by bread alone, but that man lives b that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the 
everything that proceeds out of the nations that the LORD makes to perish I 
mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothing di before you, so shall you perish, becaus~ 
not wear out upon you, and your foot you would not obey the voice of the 
did not swell, these forty years. s Know LORD your God. 
then in your heart that, as a man dis- 9 "Hear, 0 Israel; you are to pass 
ciplines his son, the LORD your God over the Jor_dan this day, to ~o m 
disciplines you. 6 So you shall keep the't to dispossess nations greater and m1ght
commandments of the LORD your God, r ier than yourselves, cities great and for
by walking in bis ways and b}'. fearing I tified up to heaven, 2 a pe_ople great and 
him. 7 For the LORD your God 1s brmg- J tall, the sons of the Anak1m, whom you 
ing you into a good land, a land of know, and of whom you have heard It 
brooks of water, of fountains and I said, 'Who can stand before the sons of 
springs, flowing forth in valleys and_ \ Anak?' J Know therefore this day that 
hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of ;:he v.:ho goes. over before you as a de
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a · vourmg fire 1s the LORD your God; he 
land of olive trees and honey, 9 a land will destroy them and subdue them 
in which you will eat bread without before you; so you shall drive them out, 
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, and make them perish quickly, as the 
a land whose stones are iron, and out of ,LORD has promised you. 
whose hills you can dig copper. lOAnd 1 4 "Do not say in your heart, after the 
you shall eat and be full, and you shall LORD your God has thrust them out 
bless the LORD your God for the good . before you, 'It is because of my right
land he has given you. ,,.., eousncss that the LORD has brought me 

l l "Take heed lest you forget the in to possess this land'; whereas it is 
LORD your God, by not keeping his because of the wickedness of these 
commandments and his ordinances and nations that the LORD is driving them 
bis statutes, which I command you out before you. 5 Not because of your 
this day: 12 lest, when you have eaten righteousness or the uprightness of 
and are full, and have built goodly your heart are you going in to possess 
houses and live in them, 13 and when their land; but because of the wicked
your herds and flocks multiply, and ness of these nations the LORD your 
your silver and gold is multiplied, and God is driving them out from before 
all that you have is multiplied, 14 then you, and that he may confirm the word 
your heart be lifted up, and you forget which the LORD swore to your fathers, 
the LoRD your God, who brought you to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the 6 "Know therefore, that the LORD 
house of bondage, IS who led you your God is not giving you this good 
through the great and terrible wilder- land to possess because of your right
ness, with its fiery serpents and scor- eousness; for you are a stubborn people. 
pions and thirsty ground where there 7 Remember and do not forget how you 
was no water, who brought you water provoked the LORD your God to wrath 
out of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you in in the wilderness; from the day you 
the wilderness with manna which your came out of the land of Egypt, until 
fathers did not know, that he might you came to this place, you have been 
humble you and test you, to do you rebellious against the LORD. 8 Even at 
good in the end. 17 Beware lest you say Horeb you provoked the LORD to wrath, 
in your heart, 'My power and the might and the LORD was so angry with you 
of my hand have gotten me this wealth.' that he was ready to destroy you. 
!8 You shall remember the LORD your 9 When I went up the mountain to re
God, for it is he who gives you power to ceive the tables of stone, the tables of 
get wealth; that he may confirm his the covenant which the LORD made with 
covenant which he swore to your you, I remained on the mountain forty 
fathers, as at this day. 19 And if you days and forty nights; I neither ate 
forget the LORD your God and go after bread nor drank water. JOAnd the LORD 
other gods and serve them and worship gave me the two tables of stone written 
9.3: Heb 12.29. 
9.8-21: Ex 32. 7-20. 
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with the finger of God; and on them session of the land which 1 have given 
were all the words which the LORD had you,' then you rebelled against the com
spoken with you on the mountain out mandment of the LORD your God, and 
of the midst of the fire on the day of the did not believe him or obey his voice. 
assembly. llAnd at the end of forty days 24 You have been rebellious against the 
and forty nights the LORD gave me the LORD from the day that I knew you. 
two tables of stone, the tables of the 25 "So I lay prostrate before the 
covenant. 12 Then the LORD said to me, LORD for these forty days and forty 
'Arise, go down quickly from here; for nights, because the LORD had said he 
your people whom you have brought would destroy you. 26And I prayed to 
from Egypt have acted corruptly; they the LORD, 'O Lord Goo, destroy not thy 
have turned aside quickly out of the people and thy heritage, whom thou 
way which I commanded them; they hast redeemed through thy greatness, 
have made themselves a molten image.' whom thou hast brought out of Egypt 

13 "Furthermore the LORD said to with a mighty hand. 27 Remember thy 
me, 'I have seen this people, and be- servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
hold, it is a stubborn people; 14 let me do not regard the stubbornness of this 
alone, that I may destroy them and blot people, or their wickedness, or their sin, 
out their name from under heaven; and 28 lest the land from which thou didst 
I will make of you a nation mightier and bring us say, "Because the LORD was 
greater than they.' ts So I turned and not able to bring them into the land 
came down from the mountain, and the which he promised them, and because 
mountain was burning with fire; and he hated them, he has brought them out 
the two tables of the covenant were in to slay them in the wilderness." 24 For 
my two hands. l6And I looked, and be- they are thy people and thy herirage, 
hold, you had sinned against the LORD whom thou didst bring out by thy great 
your God; you had made yourselves a power and by thy outstretched arm.' 
molten calf; you had turned aside 10 "At that time the LORD said to 
quickly from the way which the LORD me, 'Hew two tables of stone like 
had commanded you. l 7 So I took hold the first, and come up to me on the 
of the two tables, and cast them out of mountain, and make an ark of wood. 
my two hands, and broke them before 2And I will write on the tables the words 
your eyes. 18 Then I lay prostrate before that were on the first tables which you 
the LORD as before, forty days and forty broke, and you shall put them in the 
nights; I neither ate bread nor drank ark.' 3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, 
water, because of all the sin which you and hewed two tables of stone like the 
had committed, in doing what was evil first, and went up the mountain with 
in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him the two to.hies in my hand. 4And he 
to anger. 19 For I was afraid of the anger wrote on the tables, as at the first writ
and hot displeasure which the LORD ing, the ten commandments" which the 
bore against you, so that he was ready to LORD had spoken to you on the moun
destroy you. But the LORD hearkened to tain out of the midst of the fire on the 
me that time also. 20And the LORD was day of the assembly; and the LORD gave 
so angry with Aaron that he was ready them to me. 5 Then I turned and came 
to destroy him; and I prayed for Aaron down from the mountain, and put the 
also at the same time. 21 Then I took rabies in the ark which I had made; and 
the sinful thing, the calf which you had there they are, as the LORD commanded 
made, and burned it with fire and me. 
crushed it, grinding it very small, until 6 (The people of Israel journeyed 
it was as fine as dust; and I threw the from Be-er'oth Bene-ja'akan" to Mo
dust of it into the brook that descended se'rah. There Aaron died, and there he 
out of the mountain. was buried; and his son Elea'zar min-

22 "At Tab'erah also, and at Massah, istered as priest in his stead. 7 From 
and at Kib'roth-hatta'avah, you pro- there they journeyed to Gud"godah, and 
voked the LORD to wrath. 23And when from Gud'godah to Jot"bathah, a land 
the LORD sent you from Ka"desh- with brooks of water. ~At that rime the 
bar'nea, saying, 'Go up and take pas- LORD scr apart the rribc of Levi to carry 
g Heb words h Or the wells of the Be11e·jaakan 
9.25-29: Ex 32.ll-14. 
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che ark of the covenant of the LORD, to or seen it), consider the disciplinei of 
stand before the LORD to minister to the LORD your God, his greatness, his 
him and to bless in his name, to this mighty hand and his outstretched arm, 
day. 9 Therefore Levi has no portion or 3 his signs and his deeds which he did 
inheritance with his brothers; the LORD in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt 
is his inheritance, as the LORD your God and to all his land; 4 and what he did to 
said to him.) the army of Egypt, to their horses and 

JO "I stayed on the mountain, as at to cheir chariots; how he made the water 
che first time, forty days and forty of the Red Sea overflow them as they 
nights, and the LORD hearkened to ~e pursued after you, and how the LORD 
chat time also; che LORD was unw1llmg has destroyed them to this day; s and 
to destroy you. llAnd the LORD said to what he did to you in the wilderness, 
me, 'Arise, go on your journey at the until you came to this place; 6 and 
head of the people, that chey may go in what he did to Dathan and Abi'ram che 
and possess the land, which I swore to sons of Eli'ab, son of Reuben; how the 
their fathers to give them.' earth opened its mouch and swallowed 

12 "And now, Israel, what does the chem up, with their households, cheir 
LORD your God require of you, but to tents, and every living thing that fol
fear the LoRD your God, to walk in all lowed them, in che midst of all Israel; 
his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD 7 for your eyes have seen all the great 
your God with all your heart and with work of the LORD which he did. 
all your soul, 13 and to keep the com- 8 "You shall therefore keep all the 
mandments and statutes of the LORD, commandment which I command you 
which I command you this day for your this day, chat you may be strong, and go 
good? 14 Behold, to the LORD your God in and take possession of the land which 
belong heaven and the heaven of you are going over to possess, 9 and that 
heavens, the earth with all that is in it; you may live long in the land which the 
IS yet the LORD set his heart in love LORD swore to your fathers to give to 
upon your fathers and chose their chem and to their descendants, a land 
descendants after them, you above all flowing with milk and honey. IO For the 
peoples, as at this day. 16 Circumcise land which you are entering to take 
therefore che foreskin of your heart, and possession of it is not like the land of 
be no longer stubborn. 17 For the LORD Egypt, from which you have come, 
your God is God of gods and LORD of where you sowed your seed and watered 
lords, the great, che mighty, and the it with your feet, like a garden of vege
terrible God, who is not partial and tables; 11 but the land which you are 
takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice going over to possess is a land of hills 
for the fatherless and the widow, and and valleys, which drinks water by the 
loves the sojourner, giving him food and rain from heaven, 12 a land which the 
clothing. 19 Love che sojourner chere- LORD your God cares for; the eyes of 
fore; for you were sojourners in the land the LORD your God are always upon it, 
of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the LoRD from the beginning of the year to the 
your God ; you shall serve him and end of the year. 
cleave to him, and by his name you 13 "And if you will obey my com
shall swear. 21 He is your praise; he is mandments which I command you this 
your God, who has done for you these day, to love the LORD your God, and to 
great and terrible things which your serve him with all your heart and with 
eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went all your soul, 14 heJ will give the rain for 
down to Egypt seventy persons; and your land in its season, che early rain 
now the LORD your God has made you and the later rain, that you may gather 
as the stars of heaven for multitude. in your grain and your wine and your 

11 "You shall therefore love the oil. 15And heJ will give grass in your 
LORD your God, and keep his fields for your cattle, and you shall eat 

charge, his statutes, his ordinances, and and be full. 16 Take heed lest your heart 
his commandments always. 2And con- be deceived, and you turn aside and 
sider this day (since I am not speaking serve other gods and worship them, 
to your children who have not known 17 and the anger of che LORD be kindled 
i Or imrructlon .I Sam Gk Vg: Heb I 
10.17: Acts 10.14; Gal 2.6; Rev 17.14; 19.16. JO.ID: Ex 22.21; 23.9; Lev 19.34. 10.22: Acts 7.14. 
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against you, and he shut up the heavens, to take possession of the land which the 
so that there be no rain, and the land LORD your God gives you; and when 
yield no fruit, and you perish quickly off you possess it and live in it, 32 you shall 
the good land which the LORD gives be careful to do all the statutes and the 
you. ordinances which I set before vou this 

18 "You shall therefore lay up these day. · 
words of mine in your heart and in your 12 "These are the statutes and 
soul; and you shall bind them as a sign ordinances which you shall be 
upon your hand, and they shall be as careful to do in the land which the 
frontiers between your eyes. 19And you LORD, the God of your fathers, has 
shall teach them to your children, talk- given you to possess, all the days that 
ing of them when you are sitting in your you live upon the earth. 2 You shall 
house, and when you are walking by the surely destroy all the places where the 
way, and when you lie down, and when nations whom you shall dispossess 
you rise. 20And you shall write them served their gods, upon the high moun
upon the doorposts of your house and tains and upon the hills and under every 
upon your gates, 21 that your days and green tree; 3 you shall tear down their 
the days of your children may be multi- altars, and dash in pieces their pillars, 
plied in the land which the LORD swore and burn their Ashe'rim with fire; you 
to your fathers to give them, as long as shall hew down the graven images of 
the heavens are above the earth. 22 For their gods, and destroy their name out 
if you will be careful to do all this com- of that place. 4 You shall not do so to 
mandment which I command you to do, the LoRD your God. s But you shall 
loving the LORD your God, walking in seek the place which the LORD your God 
all his ways, and cleaving to him, 23 then will choose out of all your tribes to put 
the LORD will drive out all these na- his name and make his habitation there; 
tions before you, and you will dispossess thither you shall go, 6 and thither you 
nations greater and mightier than your- shall bring your burnt offerings and 
selves. 24 Every place on which the sole your sacrifices, your tithes and the 
of your foot treads shall be yours; your offering that you present, your votive 
territory shall be from the wilderness offerings, your freewill offerings, and 
and Lebanon and from the River, the the firstlings of your herd and of your 
river Eu-phra'tes, to the western sea. flock; 7 and there you shall eat before 
25 No man shall be able to stand against the LORD your God, and you shall re
you; the LORD your God will lay the joice, you and your households, in all 
fear of you and the dread of you upon that you undertake, in which the LORD 
all the land that you shall tread, as he your God has blessed you. 8 You shall 
promised you. not do according to all that we are doing 

26 "Behold, I set before you this day here this day, every man doing what
a blessing and a curse: 27 the blessing, ever is right in his own eyes; 9 for you 
if you obey the commandments of the have not as yet come to the rest and to 
LORD your God, which I command you the inheritance which the LORD your 
this day, 2~ and the curse, if you do not God gives you. 10 But when you go over 
obey the commandments of the LORD the Jordan, and live in the land which 
your God, but tum aside from the way the LORD your God gives you to inherit, 
which I command you this day, to go and when he gives you rest from all your 
after other gods which you have not enemies round about, so that you live in 
known. 29And when the LORD your God safety, 11 then to the place which the 
brings you into the land which you are LORD your God will choose, to make his 
entering to take possession of it, you name dwell there, thither you shall 
shall set the blessing on Mount Ger' - bring all that I command you: your 
izim and the curse on Mount Eba!. burnt offerings and your sacrifices, 
30Are they not beyond the Jordan, west your tithes and the offering that you 
of the road, toward the going down of present, and all your votive offerings 
the sun, in the land of the Canaanites which you vow to the LORD. 12And you 
who live in the Arabah, over against shall rejoice before the LORD your God, 
Gilgal, beside the oakk of Moreh? 31 For you and youc sons and your daughters, 
you are to pass over the Jordan to go in your menservants and your maid-
k Gk Syr: Sec Gen 12.6. Heb oaks nr ra·cb.-nrhs 12.1-28: Ex 20.24. 
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servants, and the Levite that is within which are due from you, and your votive 
your towns, since he has no portion or offerings, you shall take, and you shall 
inheritance with you. 13 Take heed that go to the place which the LORD will 
you do not offer your burnt offerings at choose, 27 and offer your burnt offer
every place that you see; 14 but at the ings, the flesh and the blood, on the 
place which the LORD will choose in one altar of the LORD your God; the blood 
of your tribes, there you shall offer your of your sacrifices shall be poured out on 
burnt offerings, and there you shall do the altar of the LORD your God, but the 
all that I am commanding you. flesh you may eat. 28 Be careful to heed 

15 "However, you may slaughter and all these words which I command you, 
eat flesh within any of your towns, as that it may go well with you and with 
much as you desire, according to the your children after you for ever, when 
blessing of the LORD your God which you do what is good and right in the 
he has given you; the unclean and the sight of the LORD your God. 
clean may eat of it, as of the gazelle and 29 "When the LORD your God cuts 
as of the hart. 16 Only you shall not eat off before you the nations whom you go 
the blood; you shall pour it out upon in to dispossess, and you dispossess 
the earth like water. 17 You may not eat them and dwell in their land, 30 take 
within your towns the tithe of your heed that you be not ensnared to follow 
grain or of your wine or of your oil, or them, after they have been destroyed 
the firstlings of your herd or of your before you, and that you do not inquire 
flock, or any of your votive offerings about their gods, saying, 'How did 
which you vow, or your freewill offer- these nations serve their gods?-that I 
ings, or the offering that you present; also may do likewise.' .n You shall not 
18 but you shall eat them before the do so to the LORD your God; for every 
LORD your God in the place which the abominable thing which the LORD hates 
LORD your God will choose, you and they have done for their gods; for they 
your son and your daughter, your man- even burn their sons and their daugh
servant and your maidservant, and the ters in the fire to their gods. 
Levite who is within your towns; and 32 1 "Everything that I command 
you shall rejoice before the LORD your you you shall be careful to do; you shall 
God in all that you undertake. 19 Take not add to it or take from it. 
heed that you do not forsake the Levite 13 "If a prophet arises among you, 
as long as you live in your land. or a dreamer of dreams, and gives 

20 "When the LORD your God en- you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or 
larges your territory, as he has promised wonder which he tells you comes to 
you, and you say, 'I will eat flesh,' be- pass, and if he says, 'Let us go after 
cause you crave flesh, you may eat as other gods,' which you have not known, 
much flesh as you desire. 21 If the place 'and let us serve them,' 3 you shall not 
which the LORD your God will choose listen to the words of that prophet or to 
to put his name there is too far from that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD 
you, then you may kill any of your herd your God is testing you, to know wheth
or your flock, which the LORD has given er you love the LORD your God with all 
you, as I have commanded you; and you your heart and with all your soul. 
may eat within your towns as much as 4 You shall walk after the LORD your 
you desire. 22 Just as the gazelle or the God and fear him, and keep his com
hart is eaten, so you may eat of it; the mandments and obey his voice, and you 
unclean and the clean alike may eat of shall serve him and cleave to him. s But 
it. 23 Only be sure that you do not eat that prophet or that dreamer of dreams 
the blood; for the blood is the life, and shall be put to death, because he has 
you shall not eat the life with the flesh. taught rebellion against the LORD your 
24 You shall not eat it; you shall pour it God, who brought you out of the land 
out upon the earth like water. 25 You of Egypt and redeemed you out of the 
shall not eat it; that all may go well with house of bondage, to make you leave the 
you and with your children after you, way in which the LORD your God com
when you do what is right in the sight manded you to walk. So you shall purge 
of the LORD. 26 But the holy things the evil from the midst of you. 
1 Ch 13.I in Heb 
12.18, 23: Lev 17.10-14; 19.26. 12.29-32: Ex 23.24; 34.12-14; Num 33.52. 



DEUTERONOMY 13 168 Law of the tithe 
6 "If your brother, the son of your 

mother, or your son, or your daughter, 
or the wife of your bosom, or your 
friend who is as your own soul, entices 
you secretly, saying, 'Let us go and 
serve other gods,' which neither you nor 
your fathers have known, 7 some of the 
gods of the peoples that are round about 
you, whether near you or far off from 
you, from the one end of the earth to the 
other, 8 you shall not yield to him or 
listen to him, nor shall your eye pity 
him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall 
you conceal him; 9 but you shall kill 
him; your hand shall be first against 
him to put him to death, and afterwards 
the hand of all the people. 10 You shall 
stone him to death with stones, because 
he sought to draw you away from the 
LORD your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 11And all Israel shall hear, and 
fear, and never again do any such 
wickedness as this among you. 

12 "If you hear in one of your cities, 
which the LORD your God gives you to 
dwell there, 13 that certain base fellows 
have gone out among you and have 
drawn away the inhabitants of the city, 
saying, 'Let us go and serve other 
gods,' which you have not known, 
14 then you shall inquire and make 
search and ask diligently; and behold, 
if it be true and certain that such an 
abominable thing has been done among 
you, 15 you shall surely put the in
habitants of that city to the sword, 
destroying it utterly, all who are in it 
and its cattle, with the edge of the 
sword. 16 You shall gather all its spoil 
into the midst of its open square, and 
burn the city and all its spoil with fire, 
as a whole burnt offering to the LORD 
your God; it shall be a heap for ever, 
it shall not be built again. 17 None of the 
devoted things shall cleave to your 
hand; that the LORD may tum from the 
fierceness of his anger, and show you 
mercy, and have compassion on you, 
and multiply you, as he swore to your 
fathers, 18 if you obey the voice of the 
LORD your God, keeping all his com
mandments which I command you this 
day, and doing what is right in the sight 
of the LORD your God. 

14 "You are the sons of the LORD 
your God; you shall not cut your-

selves or make any baldness on your 
foreheads for the dead. 2 For you are a 
people holy to the LORD your God, and 
the LORD has chosen you to be a people 
for his own possession, out of all the 
peoples that are on the face of the earth. 

3 "You shall not eat any abominable 
thing. 4 These are the animals you may 
eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, s the 
hart, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild 
goat, the ibex, the antelope, and the 
mountain-sheep. 6 Every animal that 
parts the hoof and has the hoof cloven 
in two, and chews the cud, among the 
animals, you may eat. 7 Yet of those 
that chew the cud or have the hoof 
cloven you shall not eat these: the 
camel, the hare, and the rock badger, 
because they chew the cud but do not 
part the hoof, are unclean for you. 8And 
the swine, because it parts the hoof but 
does not chew the cud, is unclean for 
you. Their flesh you shall not eat, and 
their carcasses you shall not touch. 

9 "Of all that are in the waters you 
may eat these: whatever has fins and 
scales you may eat. 10And whatever 
does not have fins and scales you shall 
not eat; it is unclean for you. 

11 "You may eat all clean birds. 
12 But these are the ones which you 
shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the 
osprey, 13 the buzzard, the kite, after 
their kinds; 14 every raven after its 
kind; 15 the ostrich, the nighthawk, the 
sea gull, the hawk, after their kinds; 
16 the little owl and the great owl, the 
water hen 17 and the pelican, the carrion 
vulture and the cormorant, Is the stork, 
the heron, after their kinds; the hoopoe 
and the bat. 19And all winged insects 
are unclean for you; they shall not be 
eaten. 20AJ1 clean winged things you 
may eat. 

21 "You shall not eat anything that 
dies of itself; you may give it to the 
alien who is within your towns, that 
he may eat it, or you may sell it to a 
foreigner; for you are a people holy to. 
the LORD your God. 

"You shall not boil a kid in its 
mother's milk. 

22 "You shall tithe all the vield of 
your seed, which comes forth from the 
field year by year. 23 And before the 
LORD your God, in the place which he 
will choose, to make his name dwell 

14.1: Lev 19.28. 14.2: Ex 19.5-6; Dcut 2b.19; Tit 2.14; I Pct 2.9; Rev l.b; 5.10. 14.3-20: Lev I L2-::'.l. 
14.21: Ex 23.19; 34.26; Lev ll.39-40; 17.15. 14.22-29: Lev 27.30-33; Num 18.21-32. 
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there, you shall eat the tithe of your your God gives you, you shall not 
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and harden your heart or shut your hand 
the firstlings of your herd and flock; against your poor brother, 8 but you 
that you may learn to fear the LORD shall open your hand to him, and lend 
your God always. 24And if the way is too him sufficient for his need, whatever it 
Jong for you, so that you are not able to may be. 9 Take heed lest there be a base 
bring the tithe, when the LORD your thought in your heart, and you say, 
God blesses you, because the place is 'The seventh year, the year of release is 
too far from you, which the LORD your near,' and your eye be hostile to your 
God chooses, to set his name there, poor brother, and you give him nothing, 
2s then you shall turn it into money, and and he cry to the LORD against you, and 
bind up the money in your hand, and go it be sin in you. 10 You shall give to him 
to the place which the LORD your God freely, and your heart shall not be 
chooses, 26 and spend the money for grudging when you give to him; be
whatever you desire, oxen, or sheep, or cause for this the LORD your God will 
wine or strong drink, whatever your bless you in all your work and in all 
appetite craves; and you shall eat there that you undertake. 11 For the poor will 
before the LORD your God and rejoice, never cease out of the land; therefore I 
you and your household. 27And you command you, You shall open wide 
shall not forsake the Levite who is your hand to your brother, to the needy 
within your towns, for he has no portion and to the poor, in the land. 
or inheritance with you. 12 "If your brother, a Hebrew man, 

28 "At the end of every three years or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he 
you shall bring forth all the tithe of your shall serve you six years, and in the 
produce in the same year, and Jay it up seventh year you shall let him go free 
within your towns; 29 and the Levite, from you. 13And when you let him go 
because he has no portion or inheritance free from you, you shall not let him go 
with you, and the sojourner, the father- empty-handed; 14 you shall furnish him 
less, and the widow, who are within liberally out of your flock, out of your 
your towns, shall come and eat and be threshing floor, and out of your wine 
filled; that the LORD your God may press; as the LORD your God has blessed 
bless you in all the work of your hands you, you shall give to him. IS You shall 
that you do. remember that you were a slave in the 

15 "At the end of every seven years land of Egypt, and the LORD your God 
you shall grant a release. 2And redeemed you; therefore I command 

this is the manner of the release: every you this today. 16 But if he says to you, 
creditor shall release what he has lent to 'I will not go out from you,' because he 
his neighbor; he shall not exact it of his loves you and your household, since he 
neighbor, his brother, because the fares well with you, 17 then you shall 
LORD's release has been proclaimed. take an awl, and thrust it through his 
J Of a foreigner you may exact it; but ear into the door, and he shall be your 
whatever of yours is with your brother bondman for ever. And to your bond
your hand shall release. 4 But there will woman you shall do likewise. 18 It shall 
be no poor among you (for the LORD not seem hard to you, when you let him 
will bless you in the land which the go free from you; for at half the cost of a 
LORD your God gives you for an in- hired servant he has served you six 
heritancc to possess), s if only you will years. So the LORD your God will bless 
obey the voice of the LORD your God, you in all that you do. 
being careful to do all this command- 19 "All the firstling males that are 
meni which I command you this day. born of your herd and flock you shall 
6 For the LORD your God will bless you, consecrate to the LORD your God; you 
as he promised you, and you shall lend shall do no work with the firstling of 
to many nations, but you shall not your herd, nor shear the firstling of your 
borrow; and you shall rule over many flock. 20 You shall eat it, you and your 
nations, but they shall not rule over you. household, before the LORD your God 

7 "If there is among you a poor man, year by year at the place which the 
one of your brethren, in any of your LORD will choose. 21 But if it has any 
towns within your land which the LORD blemish, if it is Jame or blind, or has any 
15.12-18: Ex 21.2·11, Lev 25.19-46. 15.19-23: Ex IJ.11-12; 22.10; 14.19; Num 18.17-18. 
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serious blemish whatever, you shall not the widow who are among you, at the 
sacrifice it to the LORD your God. 22 You place which the LORD your God will 
shall eat it within your towns; the un- choose, to make his name dwell there. 
clean and the clean alike may eat it, as 12 You shall remember that you were a 
though it were a gazelle or a hart. slave in Egypt; and you shall be careful 
23 Only you shall not eat its blood; you to observe these statutes. 
shall pour it out on the ground like 13 "You shall keep the feast of booths 
water. seven days, when you make your in-

16 "Observe the month of Abib, gathering from your threshing floor and 
and keep the passover to the your wine press; 14 you shall rejoice in 

LORD your God; for in the month of your feast, you and your son and your 
Abib the LORD your God brought you daughter, your manservant and your 
out of Egypt by night. 2And you shall maidservant, the Levite, the sojourner, 
offer the passover sacrifice to the LORD the fatherless, and the widow who are 
your God, from the flock or the herd, within your towns. 15 For seven days 
at the place which the LORD will choose, you shall keep the feast to the LORD 
to make his name dwell there. 3 You your God at the place which the LORD 
shall eat no leavened bread with it; will choose; because the LORD your God 
seven days you shall eat it with un- will bless you in all your produce and in 
leavened bread, the bread of affliction- all the work of your hands, so that you 
for you came out of the land of Egypt in will be altogether joyful. 
hurried flight-that all the days of your 16 "Three times a year all your males 
life you may remember the day when shall appear before the LORD your God 
you came out of the land of Egypt. 4 No at the place which he will choose: at the 
leaven shall be seen with you in all your feast of unleavened bread, at the feast of 
territory for seven days; nor shall any of weeks, and at the feast of booths. They 
the flesh which you sacrifice on the eve- shall not appear before the LoRD empty
ning of the first day remain all night handed; 17 every man shall give as he is 
until morning. s You may not offer the able, according to the blessing of the 
passover sacrifice within any of your LORD your God which he has given you. 
towns which the LORD your God gives 18 "You shall appoint judges and 
you; 6 but at the place which the LORD officers in all your towns which the 
your God will choose, to make his name LORD your God gives you, according to 
dwell in it, there you shall offer the your tribes; and they shall judge the 
passover sacrifice, in the evening at the people with righteous judgment. 19 You 
going down of the sun, at the time you shall not pervert justice; you shall not 
came out of Egypt. 7 And you shall boil show partiality; and you shall not take a 
it and eat it at the place which the LORD bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the 
your God will choose; and in the morn- wise and subverts the cause of the 
ing you shall tum and go to your tents. righteous. 20 Justice, and only justice, 
8 For six days you shall eat unleavened you shall follow, that you may live and 
bread; and on the seventh day there inherit the land which the LORD your 
shall be a solemn assembly to the LORD God gives you. 
your God; you shall do no work on it. 21 "You shall not plant any tree as 

9 "You shall count seven weeks; be- an Ashe'rah beside the altar of the 
gin to count the seven weeks from the LORD your God which you shall make. 
time you first put the sickle to the stand- 22And you shall not set up a pillar, 
ing grain. 10 Then you shall keep the which the LORD your God hates. 
feast of weeks to the LORD your God 17 "You shall not sacrifice to the 
with the tribute of a freewill offering LORD your God an ox or a sheep 
from your hand, which you shall give as in which is a blemish, any defect what
the LORD your God blesses you; 11 and ever; for that is an abomination to the 
you shall rejoice before the LORD your LORD your God. 
God, you and your son and your daugh- 2 "If there is found among you, with
ter, your manservant and your maid- in any of your towns which the LORD 
servant, the Levite who is within your your God gives you, a man or woman 
towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and who does what is evil in the sight of the 
16.1-17: Ex 23.14-17; Lev 23; Num 28-29. 16.19: Ex 23.6-9; Lev 19.15. 16.21-22: Lev 26.l. 
17.1: Lev 22.17-24. 17.2-7: Ex 22.20. 
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LORD your God, in transgressing his 15 you may indeed set as king over you 
covenant, J and has gone and served him whom the LORD your God will 
other gods and worshiped them, or the choose. One from among your brethren 
sun or the moon or any of the host of you shall set as king over you; you may 
heaven, which I have forbidden, 4 and not put a foreigner over you, who is not 
it is told you and you hear of it; then your brother. 16 Only he must not 
you shall inquire diligently, and if it is multiply horses for himself, or cause the 
true and certain that such an abomi- people to return to Egypt in order to 
nable thing has been done in Israel, multiply horses, since the LORD has 
s then you shall bring forth to your said to you, 'You shall never return that 
gates that man or woman who has done way again.' 17And he shall not multiply 
this evil thing, and you shall stone that wives for himself, lest his heart turn 
man or woman to death with stones. away; nor shall he greatly multiply for 
o On the evidence of two witnesses or of himself silver and gold. 
three witnesses he that is to die shall be 18 "And when he sits on the throne 
put to death; a person shall not be put of his kingdom, he shall write for him
to death on the evidence of one witness. self in a book a copy of this law, from 
7 The hand of the witnesses shall be that which is in charge of the Levitical 
first against him to put him to death, priests; 19 and it shall be with him, and 
and afterward the hand of all the people. he shall read in it all the days of his life, 
So you shall purge the evil from the that he may learn to fear the LORD his 
midst of you. God, by keeping all the words of this 

8 "If any case arises requiring deci- law and these statutes, and doing them; 
sion between one kind of homicide and 20 that his heart may not be lifted up 
another, one kind of legal right and an- above his brethren, and that he may not 
other, or one kind of assault and an- turn aside from the commandment, 
other, any case within your towns which either to the right hand or to the left; so 
is too difficult for you, then you shall that he may continue long in his king
arise and go up to the place which the dom, he and his children, in Israel. 
LORD your God will choose, 9 and 18 "The Levitical priests, that is, 
coming to the Levitical priests, and to all the tribe of Levi, shall have no 
the judge who is in office in those days, portion or inheritance with Israel; they 
you shall consult them, and they shall shall eat the offerings by fire to the 
declare to you the decision. 10 Then LORD, and his rightful dues. 2 They 
you shall do according to what they shall have no inheritance among their 
declare to you from that place which the brethren; the LORD is their inheritance, 
LORD will choose; and you shall be as he promised them. 3And this shall be 
careful to do according to all that they the priests' due from the people, from 
direct you; 11 according to the instruc- those offering a sacrifice, whether it be 
tions which they give you, and accord- ox or sheep: they shall give to the priest 
ing to the decision which they pro- the shoulder and the two cheeks and 
nounce to you, you shall do; you shall the stomach. 4 The first fruits of your 
not turn aside from the verdict which grain, of your wine and of your oil, and 
they declare to you, either to the right the first of the fleece of your sheep, you 
hand or to the left. 12 The man who acts shall give him. s For the LORD your God 
presumptuously, by not obeying the has chosen him out of all your tribes, to 
priest who stands to minister there be- stand and minister in the name of the 
fore the LORD your God, or the judge, LORD, him and his sons for ever. 
that man shall die; so you shall purge 6 "And if a Levite comes from any 
the evil from Israel. 13And all the of your towns out of all Israel, where he 
people shall hear, and fear, and not act lives-and he may come when he de
presumptuously again. sires-to the place which the LORD will 

14 "When you come to the land choose, 7 then he may minister in the 
which the LORD your God gives you, name of the LORD his God, like all his 
and you possess it and dwell in it, and fellow-Levites who stand to minister 
then say, 'I will set a king over me, like there before the LORD. 8 They shall 
all the nations that are round about me'; have equal portions to eat, besides what 
17.6: Num 35.30; Ocut 19.15; Mt Ht.lb; 2 Cur IJ.I; I Tim 5.19; Heb I0.28. 
17.7: lku1 19.19; I Cor 5.13. 18.1-8: Num 18.20-24. 
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he receives from the sale of his patri- LORD your God gives you, and you dis
mony. m possess them and dwell in their cities 

9 "When you come into the land and in their houses, 2 you shall set apart 
which the LORD your God gives you, three cities for you in the land which the 
you shall not learn to follow the abomi- LORD your God gives you to possess. 
nab le practices of those nations. Io There 3 You shall prepare the roads, and 
shall not be found among you any one divide into three parts the area of the 
who burns his son or his daughter as an land which the LORD your God gives 
offering," any one who practices divina- you as a possession, so that anv man-
tion, a soothsayer, or an augur, or a slayer can flee to them. -
sorcerer, 11 or a charmer, or a medium, 4 "This is the provision for the man
or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For slayer, who by fleeing there may save 
whoever does these things is an abomi- his life. If any one kills his neighbor 
nation to the LORD; and because of unintentionally without having been at 
these abominable practices the LORD enmity with him in time past- 5 as 
your God is driving them out before when a man goes into the forest with his 
you. 13 You shall be blameless before neighbor to cut wood, and his hand 
the LORD your God. 14 For these na- swings the axe to cut down a tree, and 
tions, which you are about to dispossess, the head slips from the handle and 
give heed to soothsayers and to diviners; strikes his neighbor so that he dies-he 
but as for you, the LORD your God has may flee to one of these cities and save 
not allowed you so to do. his life; 6 lest the avenger of blood in 

15 "The LORD your God will raise hot anger pursue the manslayer and 
up for you a prophet like me from overtake him, because the way is long, 
among you, from your brethren-him and wound him mortally, though the 
you shall heed- 16 just as you desired man did not deserve to die, since he was 
of the LORD your God at Horeb on the not at enmity with his neighbor in time 
day of the assembly, when you said, past. 7 Therefore I command you, You 
'Let me not hear again the voice of the shall set apart three cities. 8And if the 
LORD my God, or see this great fire any LORD your God enlarges your border, 
more, lest I die.' 17And the LORD said as he has sworn to your fathers, and 
to me, 'They have rightly said all that gives you all the land which he prom
they have spoken. 1 K I will raise up for ised to give to your fathers- q pro
them a prophet like you from among vided you are careful to keep all this 
their brethren; and I will put my words commandment, which I command you 
in his mouth, and he shall speak to them this day, by loving the LORD your God 
all that I command him. 19And whoever and by walking ever in his ways-then 
will not give heed to my words which you shall add three other cities to these 
he shall speak in my name, I myself will three, Io lest innocent blood be shed in 
require it of him. 20 But the prophet your land which the LORD your God 
who presumes to speak a word in my gives you for an inheritance, and so the 
name which I have not commanded guilt of bloodshed be upon you. 
him to speak, or who speaks in the 11 "But if any man hates his neigh
name of other gods, that same prophet bor, and lies in wait for him, and at
shall die.' 21And if you say in your tacks him, and wounds him mortally so 
heart, 'How may we know the word that he dies, and the man flees into one 
which the LORD has not spoken?'- c,; these cities, 12 then the elders of his 
22 when a prophet speaks in the name city shall send and fetch him from there, 
of the LORD, if the word does not come and hand him over to the avenger of 
to pass or come true, that is a word blood, so that he may die. 13 Your eye 
which the LORD has not spoken; the shall not pity him, but you shall purge 
prophet has spoken it presumptuously, the guilt of innocent blood" from Israel, 
you need not be afraid of him. so that it may be well with you. 

19 "When the LORD your God cuts 14 "In the inheritance which you will 
off the nations whose land the hold in the land that the LORD your 

"' Heb obscure /1 Heb make.~ hi.f son or his doughier pass through the fire 
" Or 1he blood of the mnocent 
18.10-11: Ex 22.18; Lev 19.26, 31; 20.6, 27. 18.13: Mc 5.48. 18.15-19: Acts 3.22-23; 7. 37. 
19.1-13: Ex 21.12-14; Num 35. 
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God gives you to possess, you shall not her.' 8And the officers shall speak fur
remove your neighbor's landmark, ther to the people, and say, 'What man 
which the men of old have set. is there that is fearful and fainthearted? 

15 "A single witness shall not prevail Let him go back to his house, lest the 
against a man for any crime or for any heart of his fellows melt as his heart.' 
wrong in connection with any offense 9And when the officers have made an 
that he has committed; only on the end of speaking to the people, then 
evidence of two witnesses, or of three commanders shall be appointed at the 
witnesses, shall a charge be sustained. head of the people. 
16 If a malicious witness rises against JO "When you draw near to a city to 
any man to accuse him of wrongdoing, fight against it, offer terms of peace to 
11 then both parties to the dispute shall it. 11 And if its answer to you is peace 
appear before the LORD, before the and it opens to you, then all the people 
priests and the judges who are in office who are found in it shall do forced labor 
in those days; 18 the judges shall inquire for you and shall serve you. 12 But if it 
diligently, and if the witness is a false makes no peace with you, but makes 
witness and has accused his brother war against you, then you shall besiege 
falsely, 19 then you shall do to him as he it; 13 and when the LORD your God 
had meant to do to his brother; so you gives it into your hand you shall put all 
shall purge the evil from the midst of its males to the sword, 14 but the women 
you. 20And the rest shall hear, and fear, and the little ones, the cattle, and every
and shall never again commit any such thing else in the city, all its spoil, you 
evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not shall take as booty for yourselves; and 
pity; it shall be lite for life, eye for eye, you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for which the LORD your God has given 
foot. you. IS Thus you shall do to all the cities 

20 "When you go forth to war which are very far from you, which are 
against your enemies, and see not cities of the nations here. 16 But in 

horses and chariots and an army larger the cities of these peoples that the LORD 
than your own, you shall not be afraid your God gives you for an inheritance, 
of them; for the LORD your God is with you shall save alive nothing that 
you, who brought you up out of the breathes, 17 but you shall utterly destroy 
land of Egypt. 2And when you draw them, the Hittites and the Amorites, the 
near to the battle, the priest shall come Canaanites and the Per'izzites, the 
forward and speak to the people, 3and Hivites and the Jeb'usites, as the LORD 
shall say to them, 'Hear, 0 Israel, you your God has commanded; 18 that they 
draw near this day to battle against your may not teach you to do according to all 
enemies: let not your heart faint; do their abominable practices which they 
not fear, or tremble, or be in dread of have done in the service of their gods, 
them; 4 for the LORD your God is he and so to sin against the LORD your 
that goes with you, to fight for you God. 
against your enemies, to give you the 19 "When you besiege a city for a 
victory.' s Then the officers shall speak long time, making war against it in 
to the people, saying, 'What man is order to take it, you shall not destroy its 
there that has built a new house and has trees by wielding an axe against them; 
not dedicated it? Let him go back to his for you may eat of them, but you shall 
house, lest he die in the battle and an- not cut them down. Are the trees in the 
other man dedicate it. 6And what man field men that they should be besieged 
is there that has planted a vineyard and by you? 20 Only the trees which you 
has not enjoyed its fruit? Let him go know are not trees for food you may 
back to his house, lest he die in the destroy and cut down that you may 
battle and another man enjoy its fruit. build siegeworks against the city that 
7And what man is there that has be- makes war with you, until it falls. 
trothed a wife and has not taken her? 21 "If in the land which the LORD 
Let him go back to his house, lest he your God gives you to possess, 
die in the battle and another man take any one is found slain, lying in the open 
19.15: Num 15.30; Dcut 17.6; Mt 18.16; 2 Cor 1.l.I; 1Tim5.19; Heb 10.28. 
19.16-20: Ex 20.16; 23.1; Lev 19.16; Deur 5.20. 19.19: I Cor 5.13. 
19.21: Ex 21.23-25; Lev 24.20; Mt 5.JH. 
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country, and it is not known who killed 
him, 2 then your elders and your judges 
shall come forth, and they shall measure 
the distance to the cities which are 
around him that is slain; 3 and the 
elders of the city which is nearest to the 
slain man shall take a heifer which has 
never been worked and which has not 
pulled in the yoke. 4And the elders of 
that city shall bring the heifer down to 
a valley with running water, which is 
neither plowed nor sown, and shall 
break the heifer's neck there in the 
valley. 5And the priests the sons of 
Levi shall come forward, for the LORD 
your God has chosen them to minister 
to him and to bless in the name of the 
LORD, and by their word every dispute 
and every assault shall be settled. 6And 
all the elders of that city nearest to the 
slain man shall wash their hands over 
the heifer whose neck was broken in the 
valley; 7 and they shall testify, 'Our 
hands did not shed this blood, neither 
did our eyes see it shed. 8 Forgive, 0 
LORD, thy people Israel, whom thou 
hast redeemed, and set not the guilt of 
innocent blood in the midst of thy 
people Israel; but let the guilt of blood 
be forgiven them.' 9 So you shall purge 
the guilt of innocent blood from your 
midst, when you do what is right in the 
sight of the LoRD. 

10 "When you go forth to war against 
your enemies, and the LORD your God 
gives them into your hands, and you 
take them captive, 11 and see among the 
captives a beautiful woman, and you 
have desire for her and would take her 
for yourself as wife, 12 then you shall 
bring her home to your house, and she 
shall shave her head and pare her nails. 
13And she shall put off her captive's 
garb, and shall remain in your house 
and bewail her father and her mother a 
full month ; after that you may go in to 
her, and be her husband, and she shall 
be your wife. 14 Then, if you have no 
delight in her, you shall let her go 
where she will; but you shall not sell her 
for money, you shall not treat her as a 
slave, since you have humiliated her. 

15 "If a man has two wives, the one 
loved and the other disliked, and they 
have borne him children, both the loved 
and the disliked, and if the first-born 

11 Heb hide yourself 

son is hers that is disliked, 16 then on 
the day when he assigns his possessions 
as an inheritance to his sons, he may not 
treat the son of the loved as the first
born in preference to the son of the dis
liked, who is the first-born, 17 but he 
shall acknowledge the first-born, the son 
of the disliked, by giving him a double 
portion of all that he has, for he is the 
first issue of his strength; the right of 
the first-born is his. 

18 "If a man has a stubborn and 
rebellious son, who will not obey the 
voice of his father or the voice of h.is 
mother, and, though they chastise him, 
will not give heed to them, 19 then his 
father and his mother shall take hold of 
him and bring him out to the elders of 
his city at the gate of the place where 
he lives, 20 and they shall say to the 
ciders of his city, 'This our son is stub
born and rebellious, he will not obey 
our voice; he is a glutton and a drunk
ard.' 21 Then all the men of the city shall 
stone him to death with stones; so you 
shall purge the evil from your midst; 
and all Israel shall hear, and fear. 

22 "And if a man has committed a 
crime punishable by death and he is 
put to death, and you hang him on a 
tree, 2.1 his body shall not remain all 
night upon the tree, but you shall bury 
him the same day, for a hanged man is 
accursed by God; you shall not defile 
your land which the LORD your God 
gives you for an inheritance. 

22 "You shall not see your brother's 
ox or h.is sheep go astray, and 

withhold your helpP from them; you 
shall take them back to vour brother. 
2And if he is not near you·, or if you do 
not know him, you shall bring it home 
to your house, and it shall be with you 
until your brother seeks it; then you 
shall restore it to him. 3 And so you shall 
do with his ass; so you shall do with his 
garment; so you shall do with any lost 
thing of your brother's, which he loses 
and you find; you may not withhold your 
help. 4 You shall not see your brother's 
ass or his ox fallen down by the way, and 
withhold your helpP from them; you 
shall help him to lift them up again. 

5 "A woman shall not wear anything 
that pertains to a man, nor shall a man 
put on a woman's garment; for whoever 

21.18-21: Ex 20.12; 21.15, 17; Lev 20.9; Deur 5.16; 27.16. 21.22: Acts 5.30; 10.39. 21.23: Gal 3.13. 
22.1-4: Ex 23.4-5. 
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does these things is an abomination to out the young woman to the door of her 
the LORD your God. father's house, and the men of her city 

6 "If you chance to come upon a shall stone her to death with stones, be
bird's nest, in any tree or on the ground, cause she has wrought folly in Israel by 
with young ones or eggs and the mother playing the harlot in her father's house; 
sitting upon the young or upon the so you shall purge the evil from the 
eggs, you shall not take the mother with midst of you. 
the young; 7 you shall let the mother go, 22 "If a man is found lying with the 
but the young you may take to yourself; wife of another man, both of them shall 
that it may go well with you, and that die, the man who lay with the woman, 
you may live long. and the woman; so you shall purge the 

8 "When you build a new house, you evil from Israel. 
shall make a parapet for your roof, that 23 "If there is a betrothed virgin, and 
you may not bring the guilt of blood a man meets her in the city and lies with 
upon your house, if any one fall from it. her, 24 then you shall bring them both 

9 "You shall not sow your vineyard out to the gate of that city, and you shall 
with two kinds of seed, lest the whole stone them to death with stones, the 
yield be forfeited to the sanctuary,Q the young woman because she did not cry 
crop which you have sown and the for help though she was in the city, and 
yield of the vineyard. 10 You shall not the man because he violated his neigh
plow with an ox and an ass together. bor's wife; so you shall purge the evil 
11 You shall not wear a mingled stuff, from the midst of you. 
wool and linen together. 25 "But if in the open country a man 

12 "You shall make yourself tassels meets a young woman who is betrothed, 
on the four corners of your cloak with and the man seizes her and lies with her, 
which you cover yourself. then only the man who lay with her 

13 ''If any man takes a wife, and goes shall die. 26 But to the young woman 
in to her, and then spurns her, 14 and you shall do nothing; in the young 
charges her with shameful conduct, and woman there is no offense punishable 
brings an evil name upon her, saying, by death, for this case is like that of a 
'I took this woman, and when I came man attacking and murdering his 
near her, I did not find in her the tokens neighbor; 27 because he came upon her 
of virginity,' 15 then the father of the in the open country, and though the 
young woman and her mother shall take betrothed young woman cried for help 
and bring out the tokens of her virginity there was no one to rescue her. 
to the elders of the city in the gate; 28 "If a man meets a virgin who is 
16 and the father of the young woman not betrothed, and seizes her and lies 
shall say to the elders, 'I gave my with her, and they are found, 29 then the 
daughter to this man to wife, and he man who lay with her shall give to the 
spurns her; 17 and lo, he has made father of the young woman fifty shekels 
shameful charges against her, saying, of silver, and she shall be his wife, be
" I did not find in your daughter the cause he has violated her; he may not 
tokens of virginity." And yet these are put her away all his days. 
the tokens of my daughter's virginity.' 30' "A man shall not take his father's 
And they shall spread the garment be- wife, nor shall he uncover her who is 
fore the elders of the city. 18 Then the his father's.• 
elders of that city shall take the man and 23 "He whose testicles are crushed 
whip him; 19 and they shall fine him a or whose male member is cut off 
hundred shekels of silver, and give them shall not enter the assembly of the 
to the father of the young woman, be- LORD. 
cause he has brought an evil name upon 2 "No bastard shall enter the as
a virgin of Israel; and she shall be his sembly of the LORD; even to the tenth 
wife; he may not put her away all his generation none of his descendants shall 
days. 20 But if the thing is true, that the enter the assembly of the LORD. 
tokens of virginity were not found in the 3 "No Ammonite or Moabite shall 
young woman, 21 then they shall bring enter the assembly of the LORD; even to 
'I Heb baome holy r Ch 23.1 in Heb 11 Heb uncover his father's skfrt 
22.9-11: Lev 19.19. 22.12: Num 15.17-41. 22.21: I Cor 5.13. 
22.22-27: Ex 20.14; Lev 18.20; 20.10; Dcul 5.18. 22.24: I Cor 5.13. 22.28-29: Ex 22.16-17. 
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the tenth generation none belonging 
to them shall enter the assembly of the 
LORD for ever; 4 because they did not 
meet you with bread and with water on 
the way, when you came forth out of 
Egypt, and because they hired against 
you Balaam the son of Be'or from 
Pethor of Mesopota'mia, to curse you. 
; Nevertheless the LORD your God 
would not hearken to Balaam; but the 
LoRD your God turned the curse into a 
blessing for you, because the LORD your 
God loved you. 6 You shall not seek 
their peace or their prosperity all your 
days for ever. 

7 "You shall not abhor an E'domite, 
for he is your brother; you shall not 
abhor an Egyptian, because you were a 
sojourner in his land. 8 The children of 
the third generation that are born to 
them may enter the assembly of the 
LORD. 

9 "When you go forth against your 
enemies and are in camp, then you shall 
keep yourself from every evil thing. 

10 "If there is among you any man 
who is not clean by reason of what 
chances to him by night, then he shall 
go outside the camp, he shall not come 
within the camp; 11 but when evening 
comes on, he shall bathe himself in 
water, and when the sun is down, he 
may come within the camp. 

12 "You shall have a place outside 
the camp and you shall go out to it; 
1.1 and you shall have a stick with your 
weapons; and when you sit down out
side, you shall dig a hole with it, and 
turn back and cover up your excrement. 
14 Because the LORD your God walks in 
the midst of your camp, to save you and 
to give up your enemies before you, 
therefore your camp must be holy, that 
he may not see anything indecent 
among you, and tum away from you. 

15 "You shall not give up to his 
master a slave who has escaped from 
his master to you; 16 he shall dwell with 
you, in your midst, in the place which 
he shall choose within one of your 
towns, where it pleases him best; you 
shall not oppress him. 

17 "There shall be no cult prostitute 
of the daughters of Israel, neither shall 
there be a cult prostitute of the sons of 
Israel. 18 You shall not bring the hire of 
a harlot, or the wages of a dog, 1 into the 
1 Or wdomir.· 

house of the LORD your God in payment 
for any vow ; for both of these are an 
abomination to the LORD your God. 

19 "You shall not lend upon interest 
to your brother, interest on money, 
interest on victuals, interest on any
thing that is lent for interest. 20 To a 
foreigner you may lend upon interest, 
but to your brother you shall not lend 
upon interest; that the LORD your God 
may bless you in all that you undertake 
in the land which you are entering to 
take possession of it. 

21 "When you make a vow to the 
LORD your God, you shall not be slack 
to pay it; for the LORD your God will 
surely require it of you, and it would 
be sin in you. 22 But if you refrain from 
vowing, it shall be no sin in you. 23 You 
shall be careful to perform what has 
passed your lips, for you have volun
tarily vowed to the LORD your God 
what you have promised with your 
mouth. 

24 "When you go into your neigh
bor's vineyard, you may eat your fill of 
grapes, as many as you wish, but you 
shall not put any in your vessel. 2; When 
you go into your neighbor's standing 
grain, you may pluck the ears with your 
hand, but you shall not put a sickle to 
your neighbor's standing grain. 

24 "When a man takes a wife and 
marries her, if then she finds no 

favor in his eyes because he has found 
some indecency in her, and he writes 
her a bill of divorce and puts it in her 
hand and sends her out of his house, 
and she departs out of his house, 2 and 
if she goes and becomes another man's 
wife, 3 and the latter husband dislikes 
her and writes her a bill of divorce and 
puts it in her hand and sends her out of 
his house, or if the latter husband dies, 
who took her to be his wife, ~ then her 
former husband, who sent her away, 
may not take her again to be his wife, 
after she has been defiled; for that is an 
abomination before the LORD, and you 
shall not bring guilt upon the land 
which the LORD your God gives you 
for an inheritance. 

5 "When a man is newly married, he 
shall not go out with the army or be 
charged with any business; he shall be 
free at home one year, to be happy with 
his wife whom he has taken. 

23.19: Ex 2220; Lev 25.'15-37. 23.21-23: Num 10.2-10. 24.1: Mi 5.31; 19.7; Mk 10.4. 
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6 "No man shall cake a mill or an trees, you shall nor go over the boughs 

upper millstone in pledge; for he would again; ic shall be for the sojourner, the 
be taking a life in pledge. fatherless, and che widow. 21 When you 

7 "If a man is found stealing one of gather the grapes of your vineyard, you 
his brethren, che people of Israel, and shall nor glean ic afterward; ic shall be 
if he treats him as a slave or sells him, for the sojourner, che fatherless, and the 
then thac chief shall die; so you shall widow. 22 You shall remember char you 
purge the evil from che midst of you. were a slave in che land of Egypt; there-

8 "Take heed, in an attack of leprosy, fore I command you co do this. 
to be very careful co do according co all 25 "If there is a dispuce between 
chat che Levicical priests shall direcc men, and chey come inco court, 
you; as I commanded chem, so you shall and che judges decide between them, 
be careful co do. 9 Remember whac che acquitting the innocent and condemn
LoRD your God did co Miriam on che ing the guilty, 2 then if che guilty man 
way as you came fonh our of Egypt. deserves to be beaten, the judge shall 

10 "When you make your neighbor a cause him co lie down and be beaten in 
loan of any sore, you shall nor go inco his his presence with a number of stripes in 
house to fetch his pledge. II You shall proponion to his offense. 3 Forty stripes 
stand outside, and the man co whom may be given him, bur nor more; Iese, if 
you make the loan shall bring the pledge one should go on co bear him with more 
out to you. I2And if he is a poor man, stripes than these, your brother be de
you shall not sleep in his pledge; graded in your sight. 
IJ when the sun goes down, you shall 4 "You shall not muzzle an ox when 
restore to him the pledge char he may it treads out the grain. 
sleep in his cloak and bless you; and it 5 "If brothers dwell cogether, and one 
shall be righteousness to you before the of them dies and has no son, the wife of 
LORD your God. the dead shall not be married outside 

14 "You shall not oppress a hired the family to a stranger; her husband's 
servant who is poor and needy, whether brother shall go in to her, and cake her 
he is one of your brethren or one of the as his wife, and perform the duty of a 
sojourners who are in your land within husband's brother to her. 6And the first 
your towns; 15 you shall give him his son whom she bears shall succeed to the 
hire on the day he earns it, before the name of his brother who is dead, that 
sun goes down (for he is poor, and secs his name may nor be blotted out of 
his hean upon it); lest he cry against Israel. 7 And if the man does not wish to 
you to the LORD, and it be sin in you. take his brother's wife, then his brother's 

16 "The fathers shall not be put to wife shall go up to the gate to the elders, 
death for the children, nor shall the and say, 'My husband's brother refuses 
children be put to death for the fathers; to perpetuate his brother's name in 
every man shall be put to death for his Israel; he will not perform the duty of a 
own sin. husband's brother to me.' 8 Then the 

17 "You shall not perven the justice elders of his city shall call him, and 
due to the sojourner or to the father- speak to him: and if he persists, saying, 
less, or take a widow's garment in 'I do not wish to cake her,' 9 then his 
pledge; I H but you shall remember that brother's wife shall go up to him in the 
you were a slave in Egypt and the LORD presence of the elders, and pull his 
your God redeemed you from there; sandal off his foot, and spic in his face; 
therefore I command you to do this. and she shall answer and say, 'So shall 

19 "When you reap your harvest in it be done to the man who does not 
your field, and have forgotten a sheaf in build up his brother's house.' IOAnd the 
the field, you shall not go back to get ic; name of his houseu shall be called in 
It shall be for che sojourner, the father- Israel, The house of him that had his 
less, and the widow; that the LORD your sandal pulled off. 
God may bless you in all the work of 11 "When men fight with one an
your hands. 20 When you bear your olive other, and the wife of the one draws 

"Heb iri name 
24.8, 10-13: Ex 22.26-27. 24.7: Ell 21.16; I Cor 5.ll. Z4.8-8: Lev 13-14. 24.14-15: Lev 19.13; Ju 5.4. 
~:~~-~~~~n:i2;'.JL~W; tk• 2~9211-14. 2o1.11-zz, Lev 19.9-10; 2J.22. zs.4, 1 eor 9.9; 1 Tim 5.1e. 
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near to rescue her husband from the heard our voice, and saw our affliction, 
hand of him who is beating him, and our toil, and our oppression; 8 and the 
puts out her hand and seizes him by the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 
private parts, 12 then you shall cut off mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
her hand; your eye shall have no pity. with great terror, with signs and won-

13 "You shall not have in your bag ders; "and he brought us into thls 
two kinds of weights, a large and a place and gave us this land, a land flow
small. 14 You shall not have in your ing with milk and honey. IOAnd behold, 
house two kinds of measures, a large now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
and a small. ISA full and just weight you ground, which thou, 0 LORD, hast given 
shall have, a full and just measure you me.' And YC'U shall set it down before 
shall have; that your days may be pro- the LORD your God, and worship before 
longed in the land which the LORD your the LORD your God; 11 and you shall re
God gives you. Io For all who do such joice in all the good which the LORD 
things, all who act dishonestly, are an your God has given to you and to your 
abomination to the LORD your God. house, you, and the Levite, and the 

17 "Remember what Am'alek did to sojourner who is among you. 
you on the way as you came out of 12 "When you have finished paying 
Egypt, IX how he attacked you on the all the tithe of your produce in the third 
way, when you were faint and weary, year, which is the year of tithing, giving 
and cut off at your rear all who lagged it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fa
behind you; and he did not fear God. therless, and the widow, that they may 
I 9 Therefore when the LORD your God eat within your towns and be filled, 
has given you rest from all your enemies 13 then you shall say before the LORD 
round about, in the land which the your God, 'I have removed the sacred 
LORD your God gives you for an in- portion out of my house, and moreover 
heritance to possess, you shall blot out I have given it to the Levite, the so
the remembrance of Am'alek from un- journer, the fatherless, and the widow, 
der heaven; you shall not forget. according to all thy commandment 

26 "When you come into the land which thou hast commanded me; I have 
which the LORD your God gives not transgressed any of thy command

you for an inheritance, and have taken ments, neither have I forgotten them; 
possession of it, and live in it, 2 you shall 14 I have not eaten of the tithe while I 
take some of the first of all the fruit of was mourning, or removed any of it 
the ground, which you harvest from while I was unclean, or offered any of it 
your land that the LORD your God gives to the dead; I have obeyed the voice of 
you, and you shall put it in a basket, and the LORD my God, I have done accord
you shall go to the place which the LORD ing to all that thou hast commanded 
your God will choose, to make his name me. 15 Look down from thy holy 
to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the habitation, from heaven, and bless thy 
priest who is in office at that time, and people Israel and the ground which 
say to him, 'I declare this day to the thou hast given us, as thou didst swear 
LORD your God that I have come into to our fathers, a land flowing with milk 
the land which the LORD swore to our and honey.' 
fathers to give us.' 4 Then the priest 16 "This day the LORD your God 
shall take the basket from your hand, commands you to do these statutes and 
and set it down before the altar of the ordinances; you shall therefore be care
LoRD your God. ful to do them with all your heart and 

5 "And you shall make response be- with all your soul. I 7 You have declared 
fore the LORD your God, 'A wandering this day concerning the LORD that he is 
Aramean was my father; and he went your God, and that you will walk in his 
down into Egypt and sojourned there, ways, and keep his statutes and his com
few in number; and there he became a mandments and his ordinances, and will 
nation, great, mighty, and populous. obey his voice; 18 and the LORD has 
0And the Egyptians treated us harshly, declared this day concerning you that 
and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard you are a people for his own possession. 
bondage. 7 Then we cried to the LORD as he has promised you, and that you arc 
the God of our fathers, and the LORD to keep all his commandments, IQ that 
25.13-16: Lev 19.35-36. 25.17-19: Ex 17.14; I Sam 15. 26.1-11: Ex 22.29; 23.19; 34.26; Num 18.12-13. 
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he will set you high above all nations 
that he has made, in praise and in fame 
and in honor, and that you shall be a 
people holy to the LORD your God, as 
he has spoken." 

27 Now Moses and the elders of 
Israel commanded the people, 

saying, "Keep all the commandment 
which I command you this day. 2And 
on the day you pass over the Jordan to 
the land which the LoRD your God 
gives you, you shall set up large stones, 
and plaster them with plaster; 3 and you 
shall write upon them all the words of 
this law, when you pass over to enter the 
land which the LORD your God gives 
you, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, as the LoRD, the God of your 
fathers, has promised you. 4And when 
you have passed over the Jordan, you 
shall set up these stones, concerning 
which I command you this day, on 
Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them 
with plaster. SAnd there you shall build 
an altar to the LORD your God, an altar 
of stones; you shall lift up no iron tool 
upon them. 6 You shall build an altar to 
the LORD your God of unhewn" stones; 
and you shall offer burnt offerings on it 
to the LORD your God; 7 and you shall 
sacrifice peace offerings, and shall eat 
there; and you shall rejoice before the 
LORD your God. 8And you shall write 
upon the stones all the words of this law 
very plainly." 

9 And Moses and the Levitical priests 
said to all Israel, "Keep silence and 
hear, 0 Israel : this day you have be
come the people of the LORD your God. 
Io You shall therefore obey the voice of 
the LORD your God, keeping his com
mandments and his statutes, which I 
command you this day." 

11 And Moses charged the people the 
same day, saying, 12 "When you have 
passed over the Jordan, these shall stand 
upon Mount Ger'izim to bless the 
people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is'sachar, 
Joseph, and Benjamin. 13And these shall 
stand upon Mount Eba! for the curse: 
Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zeb'ulun, Dan, 
and Naph'tali. 14And the Levites shall 
declare to all the men of Israel with a 
loud voice: 

' Heb whole "' Heb 1mcuvered his jtJther's skirr 

15" 'Cursed be the man who makes a 
graven or molten iinage, an abomination 
to the LORD, a thing made by the hands 
of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.' 
And all the people shall answer and say, 
'Amen.' 

16" 'Cursed be he who dishonors his 
father or his mother.' And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen.' 

17 " 'Cursed be he who removes his 
neighbor's landmark.' And all the peo
ple shall say, 'Amen.' 

18 "'Cursed be he who misleads a 
blind man on the road.' And all the 
people shall say, 'Amen.' 

19 " 'Cursed be he who perverts the 
justice due to the sojourner, the father
less, and the widow.' And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen.' 

20 " 'Cursed be he who lies with his 
father's wife, because he has uncovered 
her who is his father's.'w And all the 
people shall say, 'Amen.' 

21 " 'Cursed be he who lies with any 
kind of beast.' And all the people shall 
say, 'Amen.' 

22 " 'Cursed be he who lies with his 
sister, whether the daughter of his 
father or the daughter of his mother.' 
And all the people shall say, 'Amen.' 

23 " 'Cursed be he who lies with his 
mother-in-law.' And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen.' 

24 " 'Cursed be he who slays his 
neighbor in secret.' And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen.' 

25 " 'Cursed be he who takes a bribe 
to slay an innocent person.' And all the 
people shall say, 'Amen.' 

26 " 'Cursed be he who does not con
firm the words of this law by doing 
them.' And all the people shall say, 
'Amen.' 

28 "And if you obey the voice of 
the LORD your God, being careful 

to do all his commandments which I 
command you this day, the LORD your 
God will set you high above all the na
tions of the earth. 2 And all these bless
ings shall come upon you and overtake 
you, if you obey the voice of the LORD 
your God. 3 Blessed shall you be in the 
city, and blessed shall you be in the 
field. 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your 

27.15: fa 20.4, 23; 34.17; Lev 19.1; 26.1; Deul 4.16, 23, 25; 5.8; 7.25. 
27.16: Ex 20.12; 21.15, 17· Lev 20.9; Deut 5.16; 21.18-21. 27.18: Lev 19.14. 
27.19: Ex 22.21-24; 23.9; Lev 19.33-34; Deut 24.17-18. 27.20: Lev 18.8; 20.11; Deut 22.30. 
27.21: Ex 22.19; Lev 18.23; 20.15. 27.22: Lev 18.9; 20.17. 27.23: Lev 18.17; 20.14. 27.28: Gal l.10. 
28• Lev 26. 3-45. 
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body, and the fruit of your ground, and you come in, and cursed shall you be 
the fruit of your beasts, the increase of when you go out. 
your canle, and the young of your 20 "The LORD will send upon you 
flock. s Blessed shall be your basket curses, confus:on, and frustration, in all 
and your kneading-trough. 6 Blessed that you undenake to do, until you are 
shall you be when you come in, and destroyed and perish quickly, on ac
blessed shall you be when you go count of the evil of your doings, because 
out. you have forsaken me. 21 The LORD will 

7 "The LORD will cause your enemies make the pestilence cleave to you until 
who rise against you to be defeated be- he has consumed you off the land which 
fore you; they shall come out against you are entering to take possession of it. 
you one way, and flee before you seven 22 The LORD will smite you with con
ways. 8 The LORD will command the sumption, and with fever, inflammation, 
blessing upon you in your barns, and and fiery heat, and with drought,I and 
in all that you undenake; and he will with blasting, and with mildew; they 
bless you in the land which the LORD shall pursue you until you perish. 2lAnd 
your God gives you. 9 The LORD will the heavens over your head shall be 
establish you as a people holy to himself, brass, and the eanh under you shall be 
as he has sworn to you, if you keep the iron. 24 The LORD will make the rain of 
commandments of the LORD your God, your land powder and dust; from 
and walk in his ways. IOAnd all the heaven it shall come down upon you 
peoples of the earth shall sec that you until you are destroyed. 
are called by the name of the LORD; and 25 "The LORD will cause you to be 
they shall be afraid of you. 11 And the defeated before your enemies; you shall 
LoRD will make you abound in pros- go out one way against them, and flee 
perity, in the fruit of your body, and in seven ways before them; and you shall 
the fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit be a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
of your ground, within the land which eanh. 26And your dead body shall be 
the LORD swore to your fathers to give food for all birds of the air, and for the 
you. 12 The LORD will open to you his beasts of the eanh; and there shall be 
good treasury the heavens, to give the no one to frighten them away. 27 The 
·rain of your land in its season and to LoRD will smite you with the boils of 
bless all the work of your hands; and Egypt, and with the ulcers and the 
you shall lend to many nations, but you scurvy and the itch, of which you can
shall not borrow. llAnd the LORD will not be healed. 28 The LORD will smite 
make you the head, and not the tail; and you with madness and blindness and 
you shall tend upward only, and not confusion of mind; zq and you shall 
downward; if you obey the command- grope at noonday, as the blind grope in 
ments of the LORD your God, which I darkness, and you shall not prosper in 
command you this day, being careful your ways; and you shall be only op
to do them, 14 and if you do not tum pressed and robbed continually, and 
aside from any of the words which I there shall be no one to help you. JO You 
command you this day, to the right shall betroth a wife, and another man 
hand or to the left, to go after other gods shall lie with her; you shall build a 
to serve them. house, and you shall not dwell in it; you 

15 "But if you will not obey the voice shall plant a vineyard, and you shall nor 
of the LORD your God or be careful to use the fruit of it. JI Your ox shall be 
do all his commandments and his slain before your eyes, and you shall not 
statutes which I command you this day, eat of it; your ass shall be violently taken 
then all these curses shall come upon away before your face, and shall not be 
you and ovenake you. 16 Cursed shall restored to you; your sheep shall be 
you be in the city, and cursed shall you given to your enemies, and there shall 
be in the field. 17 Cursed shall be be no one to help you. l2 Your sons and 
your basket and your kneading-trough. your daughters shall be given to another 
18 Cursed shall be the fruit of your people, while your eyes look on and fail 
body, and the fruit of your ground, the with longing for them all the day; and 
increase of your cattle, and the young of it shall not be in the power of your hand 
your flock. 19 Cursed shall you be when to prevent it. 33A nation which you have 
x Another reading is miord 
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not known shall eat up the fruit of your nation whose language you do not un
ground and of all your labors; and you derstand, 50 a nation of stern counte
shall be only oppressed and crushed nance, who shall not regard the person 
continually; .14 so that you shall be of the old or show favor to the young, 
driven mad by the sight which your eyes 51 and shall eat the offspring of your 
shall see .. is The LORD will smite you on cattle and the fruit of your ground, until 
the knees and on the legs with grievous you are destroyed; who also shall not 
boils of which you cannot be healed, leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase 
from the sole of your foot to the crown of your cattle or the young of your flock, 
of your head. until they have caused you to perish. 

36 "The LORD will bring you, and 52 They shall besiege you in all your 
your king whom you set over you, to a towns, until your high and fortified 
nation that neither you nor your fa- walls, in which you trusted, come down 
thers have known; and there you shall throughout all your land; and they shall 
serve other gods, of wood and stone. besiege you in all your towns through
_l 7 And you shall become a horror, a out all your land, which the LORD your 
proverb, and a byword, among all the God has given you. 53And you shall eat 
peoples where the LORD will lead you the offspring of your own body, the 
away. JH You shall carry much seed into flesh of your sons and daughters, whom 
the field, and shall gather little in; for the LORD your God has given you, in 
the locust shall consume it. 3Y You shall the siege and in the distress with which 
plant vineyards and dress them, but you your enemies shall distress you. 54 The 
shall neither drink of the wine nor man who is the most tender and deli
gather the grapes; for the worm shall cately bred among you will grudge food 
eat them. 40 You shall have olive trees to his brother, to the wife of his bosom, 
throughout all your territory, but you and to the last of the children who re
shall not anoint yourself with the oil; main to him; 55 so that he will not give 
for your olives shall drop off. 41 You to any of them any of the flesh of his 
shall beget sons and daughters, but they children whom he is eating, because he 
shall not be yours; for they shall go into has nothing left him, in the siege and in 
captivity. 42All your trees and the fruit the distress with which your enemy 
of your ground the locust shall possess. shall distress you in all your towns. 
-1 1 The sojourner who is among you shall 56 The most tender and delicately bred 
mount above you higher and higher; woman among you, who would not ven
and you shall come down lower and ture to set the sole of her foot upon the 
lower. 44 He shall lend to you, and you ground because she is so delicate and 
shall not lend to him; he shall be the tender, will grudge to the husband of 
head, and you shall be the tail. 45All her bosom, to her son and to her daugh
these curses shall come upon you and ter, 57 her afterbirth that comes out 
pursue you and overtake you, till you from between her feet and her children 
are destroyed, because you did not obey whom she bears, because she will eat 
the voice of the LORD your God, to keep them secretly, for want of all things, in 
his commandments and his statutes the siege and in the distress with which 
which he commanded you. 46 They shall your enemy shall distress you in your 
be upon you as a sign and a wonder, and towns. 
upon your descendants for ever. 58 "If you are not careful to do all the 

47 "Because you did not serve the words of this law which are written in 
LORD your God with joyfulness and this book, that you may fear this 
gladness of heart, by reason of the glorious and awful name, the LORD 
abundance of all things, 48 therefore you your God, 59 then the LORD will bring 
shall serve your enemies whom the on you and your offspring extraordinary 
LORD will send against you, in hunger afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, 
and thirst, in nakedness, and in want of and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 
all things; and he will put a yoke of iron 60And he will bring upon you again all 
upon your neck, until he has destroyed the diseases of Egypt, which you were 
you. 49 The LORD will bring a nation afraid of; and they shall cleave to you. 
against you from afar, from the end of 61 Every sickness also, and every afflic
t he earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a tion which is not recorded in the book 
28.49: I Cur 14.21. 
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of chis law, the LORD will hring upon drunk wine or strong drink; char you 
you, until you are destroyed. 62 Whereas may know char I am the LORD your 
you were as the stars of heaven for God. 7And when you came co chis place, 
mulcicudc, you shall be left few in num- Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og the 
ber; because you did not obey the voice king of Bashan came our against us co 
of the LORD your God. 63And as the banle, bur we defeated chem; x we cook 
LORD rook delight in doing you good their land, and gave it for an inheritance 
and multiplying you, so the LORD will to the Reubenices, the Gadices, and the 
cake delight in bringing ruin upon you half-tribe of the Manas'sites. 9 There
and destroying you; and you shall be fore be careful to do the words of chis 
plucked off the land which you are covenant, th'.!t you may prosper" in all 
entering to cake possession of it. 64And char you do. 
the LORD will scaner you among all 10 "You stand chis day all of you be
peoples, from one end of the earth to fore the LORD your God; the heads of 
the ocher; and there you shall serve your tribes, b your elders, and your 
other gods, of wood and stone, which officers, all the men of Israel, 11 your 
neither you nor your fathers have linle ones, your wives, and the so
known. 65And among these nations you journer who is in your camp, both he 
shall find no ease, and there shall be no who hews your wood and he who draws 
rest for the sole of your foot; hue the your water, 12 chat you may enter into 
LORD will give you there a trembling the sworn covenant of the LORD vour 
heart, and failing eyes, and a languish- God, which the LORD your God makes 
ing soul; M your life shall hang in doubt with you this day; 13 chat he may estab
before you; night and day you shall be lish you this day as his people, and that 
in dread, and have no assurance of your he may be your God, as he promised 
life. 67 In the morning you shall say, you, and as he swore to your fathers, co 
'Would it were evening!' and at evening Abraham, co Isaac, and co Jacob. 14 Nor 
you shall say, 'Would it were morning!' is it with you only that I make chis 
because of the dread which your heart sworn covenant, 15 but with him who is 
shall fear, and the sights which your not here with us this day as well as with 
eyes shall see. 68And the LORD will him who stands here with us this da\' 
bring you back in ships co Egypt, a before the LoRD our God. · 
journey which I promised that you 16 "You know how we dwelt in the 
should never make again; and there you land of Egypt, and how we came 
shall offer yourselves for sale co your through the midst of the nations through 
enemies as male and female slaves, but which you passed; 17 and you have seen 
no man will buy you." their detestable things, their idols of 

29 !I These are the words of the wood and stone, of silver and gold, 
covenant which the LORD com- which were among them. 18 Beware lest 

manded Moses to make with the people there be among you a man or woman or 
of Israel in the land of Moab, besides family or tribe, whose heart turns away 
the covenant which he had made with this day from the LORD our God to go 
them at Horeb. and serve the gods of chose nations; lest 

2 z And Moses summoned all Israel there be among you a root bearing 
and said to chem: "You have seen all poisonous and biner fruit, 19 one who, 
that the LORD did before your eyes in when he hears the words of chis sworn 
the land of Egypt, co Pharaoh and to all covenant, blesses himself in his heart, 
his servants and co all his land, .\ the saying, 'I shall be safe, though I walk in 
great trials which your eyes saw, the the stubbornness of my heart.' This 
signs, and chose great wonders; 4 bur co would lead co the sweeping away of 
chis day the LORD has not given you a moist and dry alike. 20 The LORD would 
mind co understand, or eyes to see, or not pardon him, bur rather the anger of 
ears co hear. 5 I have led you forty years the LORD and his jealousy would smoke 
in the wilderness; your clothes have not against char man, and the curses wrinen 
worn our upon you, and your sandals in chis book would senle upon him, and 
have nor worn off your feet; 0 you have the LORD would blot our his name from 
nor eaten bread, and you have nor under heaven. 21And the LORD would 
.'I Ch 28.69 in Heb z Ch 29. l in Heb " Or deal ruiseJv 11 Gk Syr: Heb ytHlr h~·ads, yaur trib.:s 
29.4: Rom 11.R. 29.18: Acts H.23; Heb 12.15. · 
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~ingle him out from all the tribes of Is- land which your fathers possessed, that 
rael for calamity, in accordance with all you may possess it; and he will make 
the curses of the covenant written in this you more prosperous and numerous 
book of the law. 22And the generation to than your fathers. 0And the LORD your 
come, your children who rise up after God will circumcise your heart and the 
you, and the foreigner who comes from heart of your offspring, so that you will 
a far land, would say, when they see the love the LORD your God with all your 
afflictions of that land and the sicknesses heart and with all your soul, that you 
with which the LORD has made it sick- may live. 7And the LORD your God will 
23 the whole land brimstone and salt, put all these curses upon your foes and 
and a burnt-out waste, unsown, and enemies who persecuted you. BAnd you 
growing nothing, where no grass can shall again obey the voice of the LORD, 
sprout, an overthrow like that of Sodom and keep all his commandments which I 
and Gomor'rah, Admah and Zeboi'im, command you this day. 9 The LORD 
which the LORD overthrew in his anger your God will make you abundantly 
and wrath- 24 yea, all the nations would prosperous in all the work of your hand, 
say, 'Why has the LORD done thus to in the fruit of your body, and in the 
this land? What means the heat of this fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit of 
great anger?' 25 Then men would say, your ground; for the LORD will again 
'It is because they forsook the covenant take delight in prospering you, as he 
of the LORD, the God of their fathers, took delight in your fathers, IO if you 
which he made with them when he obey the voice of the LORD your God, 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, to keep his commandments and his 
26 and went and served other gods and statutes which are written in this book 
worshiped them, gods whom they had of the law, if you turn to the LORD your 
not known and whom he had not God with all your heart and with all 
allotted to them; 27 therefore the anger your soul. 
of the LORD was kindled against this 11 "For this commandment which I 
land, bringing upon it all the curses command you this day is not too hard 
written in this book; 28 and the LORD for you, neither is it far off. 12 It is not 
uprooted them from their land in anger in heaven, that you should say, 'Who 
and fury and great wrath, and cast them will go up for us to heaven, and bring it 
into another land, as at this day.' to us, that we may hear it and do it?' 

29 "The secret things belong to the 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
LORD our God; but the things that are should say, 'Who will go over the sea for 
revealed belong to us and to our chi!- us, and bring it to us, that we may hear 
dren for ever, that we may do all the it and do it?' 14 But· the word is very 
words of this law. near you; it is in your mouth and in 

30 "And when all these things your heart, so that you can do it. 
come upon you, the blessing and 15 "See, I have set before you this 

the curse, which I have set before you, day life and good, death and evil. 16 If 
and you call them to mind among all the you obey the commandments of the 
nations where the LORD your God has LORD your Gode which I command 
driven you, 2 and return to the LoRD you this day, by loving the LORD your 
your God, you and your children, and God, by walking in his ways, and by 
obey his voice in all that I command you keeping his commandments and his 
this day, with all your heart and with all statutes and his ordinances, then you 
your soul; 1 then the LORD your God shall live and multiply, and the LORD 
will restore your fortunes, and have your God will bless you in the land 
compassion upon you, and he will gath- which you are entering to take posses
er you again from all the peoples sion of it. 17 But if your heart turns 
where the LORD your God has scattered away, and you will not hear, but are 
you. 4 If your outcasts are in the utter- drawn away to worship other gods and 
most parts of heaven, from there the serve them, IH I declare to you this day, 
LORD your God will gather you, and that you shall perish; you shall not live 
from there he will fetch you; s and the long in the land which you are going 
LORD your God will bring you into the over the Jordan to enter and possess. 

;,~:1::: r!t1c~J~~r~ /Jf~3.2;~Y ';~.f2:';'3~'~~~''i5o~t~e ~~~r4~R~~~~.s. 
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19 I call heaven and earth to witness may hear and learn to fear the LORD 
against you this day, that I have set your God, and be careful to do all the 
before you life and death, blessing and words of this law, 13 and that their chil
curse; therefore choose life, that you dren, who have not known it, may hear 
and your descendants may live, 20 loving and learn to fear the LORD your God, as 
the LORD your God, obeying his voice, long as you live in the land which you 
and cleaving to him; for that means life are going over the Jordan to possess." 
to you and length of days, that you may 14 And the LORD said to Moses, 
dwell in the land which the LORD swore "Behold, the days approach when you 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, must die; call Joshua, and present your
and to Jacob, to give them." selves in the tent of meeting, that I may 

31 So Moses continued to speak commission him." And Moses and 
these words to all Israel. 2And he Joshua went and presented themselves 

said to them, "I am a hundred and in the tent of meeting. ISAnd the LORD 
twenty years old this day; I am no appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud; 
longer able to go out and come in. The and the pillar of cloud stood by the door 
LORD has said to me, 'You shall not go of the tent. 
over this Jordan.' 3 The LORD your God 16 And the LORD said to Moses, 
himself will go over before you; he will "Behold, you are about to sleep with 
destroy these nations before you, so that your fathers; then this people will rise 
you shall dispossess them; and Joshua and play the harlot after the strange 
will go over at your head, as the LORD gods of the land, where they go to be 
has spoken. 4And the LORD will do to among them, and they will forsake me 
them as he did to Sihon and Og, the and break my covenant which I have 
kings of the Amorites, and to their land, made with them. 17 Then my anger will 
when he destroyed them. SAnd the be kindled against them in that day, and 
LORD will give them over to you, and I will forsake them and hide my face 
you shall do to them according to all the from them, and they will be devoured ; 
commandment which I have com- and many evils and troubles will come 
manded you. 6 Be strong and of good upon them, so that they will say in that 
courage, do not fear or be in dread of day, 'Have not these evils come upon us 
them: for it is the LoRD your God who because our God is not among us?' 
goes with you; he will not fail you or 18And I will surely hide my face in that 
forsake you." day on account of all the evil which they 

7 Then Moses summoned Joshua, have done, because they have turned to 
and said to him in the sight of all other gods. 19 Now therefore write this 
Israel, "Be strong and of good courage; song, and teach it to the people of 
for you shall go with this people into the Israel; put it in their mouths, that this 
land which the LORD has sworn to their song may be a witness for me against the 
fathers to give them; and you shall put people of Israel. 20 For when I have 
them in possession of it. 8 It is the LORD brought them into the land flowing with 
who goes before you; he will be with milk and honey, which I swore to give 
you, he will not fail you or forsake you; to their fathers, and they have eaten and 
do not fear or be dismayed." are full and grown fat, they will turn to 

9 And Moses wrote this law, and gave other gods and serve them, and despise 
it to the priests the sons of Levi, who me and break my covenant. 21And when 
carried the ark of the covenant of the many evils and troubles have come upon 
LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. them, this song shall confront them as 
IOAnd Moses commanded them, "At a witness (for it will live unforgotten in 
the end of every seven years, at the set the mouths of their descendants); for I 
time of the year of release, at the feast of know the purposes which they are al
booths, 11 when all Israel comes to ap- ready forming, before I have brought 
pear before the LORD your God at the them into the land that I swore to give." 
place which he will choose, you shall 22 So Moses wrote this song the same 
read this law before all Israel in their day, and taught it to the people of Israel. 
hearing. 12Assemble the people, men, 23 And the LORD commissioned 
women, and little ones, and the so- Joshua the son of Nun and said, "Be 
journer within your towns, that they strong and of good courage; for you 
31.6, 8: Heb 13.5. 



Song of Moses 185 
shall bring the children of Israel into 
the land which I swore to give them: 
I will be with you." 

DEUTERONOMY ~ 
Is not he your father, who created 

you, 
who made you and established 

you? 24 When Moses had finished writing 
the words of this law in a book, to the 
very end, 25 Moses commanded the 
Levites who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, 26 "Take this 
book of the law, and put it by the side 

7 Remember the days of old, 
consider the years of many genera

tions; 
ask your father, and he will show 

you; 
your elders, and they will tell you. 

8 When the Most High gave to the 
nations their inheritance, 

of the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, that it may be there for a 
witness against you. 27 For I know how 
rebellious and stubborn you are; be
hold, while I am yet alive with you, to
day you have been rebellious against the 
LORD ; how much more after my death ! 
2HAssemble to me all the elders of your 
tribes, and your officers, that I may 
speak these words in their ears and call 
heaven and earth to witness against 
them. 29 For I know that after my death 
you will surely act corruptly, and tum 
aside from the way which I have com
manded you ; and in the days to come 
evil will befall you, because you will do 11 
what is evil in the sight of the LORD, 
provoking him to anger through the 
work of your hands." 

30 Then Moses spoke the words of 
this song until they were finished, in 
the ears of all the assembly of Israel : 

32 "Give ear, 0 heavens, and I 
will speak; 

and let the earth hear the words 
of my mouth .. 

2 May my teaching drop as the rain, 
my speech distil as the dew, 

as the gentle rain upon the tender 
grass, 

and as the showers upon the herb. 
3 For I will proclaim the name of the 

LORD. 
Ascribe greatness to our God! 

4 "The Rock, his work is perfect; 
for all his ways are justice. 

A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, 

just and right is he. 
s They have dealt corruptly with 

him, 
they are no longer his children 

because of their blemish; 
they are a perverse and crooked 

generation. 
6 Do you thus requite the LORD, 

you foolish and senseless people? 
d Compare Gk: Heb Israel 
32.S: Phil 2.15. 

when he separated the sons of men, 
he fixed the bounds of the peoples 

according to the number of the 
sons of God.d 

9 For the LoRD's portion is his people, 
Jacob his allotted heritage. 

10 "He found him in a desert land, 
and in the howling waste of the 

wilderness; 
he encircled him, he cared for him, 

he kept him as the apple of his eye. 
Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 

that flutters over its young, 
spreading out its wings, catching 

them, 
bearing them on its pinions, 

12 the LORD alone did lead him, 
and there was no foreign god with 

him. 
13 He made him ride on the high places 

of the earth, 
and he ate the produce of the field; 

and he made him suck honey out of 
the rock, 

and oil out of the flinty rock. 
14 Curds from the herd, and milk from 

the flock, 
with fat of lambs and rams, 
herds of Bashan and goats, 

with the finest of the wheat-
and of the blood of the grape you 

drank wine. 

IS "But Jesh'urun waxed fat, and 
kicked; 

you waxed fat, you grew thick, 
you became sleek; 

then he forsook God who made him, 
and scoffed at the Rock of his sal

vation. 
16 They stirred him to jealousy with 

strange gods; 
with abominable practices they 

provoked him to anger. 
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lest their adversaries should judge 

amiss, 
17 They sacrificed to demons which 

were no gods, 
to gods they had never known, 

to new gods that had come in of late, 
whom your fathers had never 

dreaded. 
18 You were unmindful of the Rock 

that begot• you, 
and you forgot the God who gave 

you birth. 

19 "The LORD saw it, and spurned 
them, 

because of the provocation of his 
sons and his daughters. 

20 And he said, 'I will hide my face 
from them, 

I will see what their end will be, 
for they are a perverse gener:.ition, 

children in whom is no faithful
ness. 

21 They have stirred me to jealousy 
with what is no god; 

they have provoked me with their 
idols. 

So I will stir them to jealousy with 
those who are no people; 

I will provoke them with a foolish 
nation. 

22 For a fire is kindled by my anger, 
and it burns to the depths of Sheol, 

devours the earth and its increase, 
and sets on fire the foundations of 

the mountains. 

23" 'And I will heap evils upon them; 
I will spend my arrows upon 

them; 
24 they shall be wasted with hunger, 

and devoured with burning heat 
and poisonous pestilence; 

and I will send the teeth of beasts 
against them, 

with venom of crawling things of 
the dust. 

25 In the open the sword shall bereave, 
and in the chambers shall be terror, 

destroying both young man and vir
gin, 

the sucking child with the man of 
gray hairs. 

26 I would have said, "I will scatter 
them afar, 
will make the remembrance of 
them cease from among men," 

27 had I not feared provocation by the 
enemy, 

I' Or bore 

lest they should say, "Our hand is 
triumphant, 

the LORD has not wrought all 
this."' 

28 "For they are a nation void of coun
sel, 

and there is no understanding in 
them. 

29 If they were wise, they would under
stand this, 

they would discern their latter 
end! 

30 How should one chase a thousand, 
and two put ten thousand to !light, 

unless their Rock had sold them, 
and the LORD had given them up? 

31 For their rock is not as our Rock, 
even our enemies themselves being 

judges. 
32 For their vine comes from the vine 

of Sodom, 
and from the fields of Gomor'rah; 

their grapes are grapes of poison, 
their clusters are bitter; 

33 their wine is the poison of serpents, 
and the cruel venom of asps. 

34 "Is not this laid up in store with me, 
sealed up in my treasuries? 

35 Vengeance is mine, and recompense, 
for the time when their foot shall 

slip; 
for the day of their calamity is at 

hand, 
and their doom comes swiftly. 

36 For the LORD will vindicate his people 
and have compassion on his serv

ants, 
when he sees that their power is gone, 

and there is none remaining, bond 
or free. 

37 Then he will say, 'Where are their 
gods, 

the rock in which they took 
refuge, 

38 who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 
and drank the wine of their drink 

offering? 
Let them rise up and help you, 

let them be your protection ! 

39 " 'See now that I, even I, am he, 
and there is no god beside me; 

I kill and I make alive; 

J2.17: 1Cor10.20. 32.21: Rom 10.19; II.II; I Cor 10.22. 32.33: Rom 12.19; Heb 10.30. 
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I wound and I heal; 

187 DEUTERONOMY 33 

and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand. 

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven, 
and swear, As I live for ever, 

41 if I whet my glittering sword/ 
and my hand takes hold on judg

ment, 
will take vengeance on my adver

saries, 
and will requite chose who hate me. 

42 I will make my arrows drunk with 
blood, 

and my sword shall devour flesh
with the blood of the slain and the 

captives, 
from the long-haired heads of the 

enemy.' 

43 "Praise his people, 0 you nations; 
for he avenges the blood of his 

servants, 
and takes vengeance on his adversaries, 

and makes expiation for the land 
of his people."Y 

44 Moses came and recited all the 
words of this song in the hearing of the 
people, he and Joshuah the son of Nun. 
45And when Moses had finished speak
ing all these words to all Israel, 46 he 
said to them, "Lay to hean all the 
words which I enjoin upon you this 
day, that you may command them to 
your children, that they may be careful 
to do all the word~ of this law. 47 For 
it is no trifle for you, but it is your life, 
and thereby you shall live long in the 
land which you are going over the 
Jordan to possess." 

48 And the LORD said to Moses that 
very day, 49 "Ascend this mountain of 
the Ab'arim, Mount Nebo, which is in 
the land of Moab, opposite Jericho; and 
view the land of Canaan, which I give 
to the people of Israel for a possession; 
so and die on the mountain which you 
ascend, and be gathered to your people, 
as Aaron your brother died in Mount 
Hor and was gathered to his people; 
SI because you broke faith with me in 
the midst of the people of Israel at the 
waters of Meribath-ka'desh, in the 
wilderne5S of Zin; because you did not 
revere me as holy in the midst of the 
people of Israel. 52 For you shall see the 

land before you; but you shall not go 
there, into the land which I give to the 
people of Israel." 

33 This is the blessing with which 
Moses the man of God blessed 

the children of Israel before his death. 
2 He said, 

"The LORD came from Sinai, 
and dawned from Se'ir upon us ;i 
he shone forth from Mount Paran, 

he came from the ten thousands of 
holy ones, 

with flaming fireJ at his right hand. 
3 Yea, he loved his people ;k 

all those consecrated to him were 
in hisx hand; 

so they followedJ in thy steps, 
receiving direction from thee, 

4 when Moses commanded us a law, 
as a possession for the assembly of 

Jacob. 
s Thus the LORD became king in 

Jesh'urun, 
when the heads of the people were 

gathered, 
all the tribes of Israel together. 

6 "Let Reuben live, and not die, 
nor let his men be few." 

7 And this he said of Judah : 
"Hear, 0 LORD, the voice of Judah, 

and bring him in to his people. 
With thy hands contend1 for him, 

and be a help against his adver
saries." 

8 And of Levi he said, 
"Give to Levim thy Thummim, 

and thy Urim to thy godly one, 
whom thou didst test at Massah, 

with whom thou didst strive at 
the waters of Mer'ibah; 

9 who said of his father and mother, 
'I regard them not'; 

he disowned his brothers, 
and ignored his children. 

For they observed thy word, 
and kept thy covenant. 

10 They shall teach Jacob thy ordi
nances, 

and Israel thy law; 
they shall put incense before thee, 

and whole burnt offering upon thy 
altar. 

~Heb 1he lighou-ng of my sword O Gk Vg; Heb his fond hi.{ people ''Gk Syr Vg: Heb Hoshea 
1 Gk Syr V~: Heb them 1 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain A· Gk: Heb peoples 

.r Heb rhy Cn: Heb wirh his ha,,ds he conrcudcd 111 Gk: Heb locks Give ro Levi 
32.43: Rom 15.IO; Heb 1.6 (Sep1uagim); Rev 6.10; 19.2. 
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Gad couches like a lion, 11 Bless, 0 LORD, his substance, 

and accept the work of his hands; 
crush the loins of his adversaries, 

of those that hate him, that they 
rise not again." 

12 Of Benjamin he said, 
"The beloved of the LORD, 

he dwells in safety by him ; 
he encompasses him all the day long, 

and makes his dwelling between 
his shoulders." 

13And of Joseph he said, 
"Blessed by the LORD be his land, 

with the choicest gifts of heaven 
above, 11 

and of the deep that couches be
neath, 

14 with the choicest fruits of the sun, 
and the rich yield of the months, 

15 with the finest produce of the ancient 
mountains, 

and the abundance of the ever
lasting hills, 

16 with the best gifts of the earth and its 
fulness, 

and the favor of him that dwelt in 
the bush. 

Let these come upon the head of 
Joseph, 

and upon the crown of the head of 
him that is prince among his 
brothers. 

17 His firstling bull has majesty, 
and his horns are the horns of a 

wild ox; 
with them he shall push the peoples, 

all of them, to the ends of the earth; 
such are the ten thousands of 

E'phrairn, 
and such are the thousands of 

Manas'seh.'' 

18 And of Zeb'ulun he said, 
"Rejoice, Zeb'ulun, in your going 

out; 
and Is'sachar, in your tents. 

19 They shall call peoples to their 
mountain; 

there they offer right sacrifices; 
for they suck the affluence of the 

seas 
and the hidden treasures of the 

sand." 

20 And of Gad he said, 
"Blessed be he who enlarges Gad! 

14 Two Heb Mss and Tg: Heb with 1he dew 

he tears the arm, and the crown of 
the head. 

21 He chose the best of the land for 
himself, 

for there a commander's ponion 
was reserved ; 

and he came to the heads of the 
people, 

with Israel he executed the com
mands 

and ju5t decrees of the LORD." 

22 And of Dan he said, 
"Dan is a lion's whelp, 

that leaps forth from Bashan." 

2J And of Naph'tali he said, 
"O Naph'tali, satisfied with favor, 

and full of the blessing of the 
LORD, 

possess the lake and the south." 

24 And of Asher he said, 
"Blessed above sons be Asher; 

let him be the favorite of his 
brothers, 

and let him dip his foot in oil. 
2s Your bars shall be iron and bronze : 

and as your days, so shall your 
strength be. 

26 "There is none like God, 0 Jesh' -
urun, 

who rides through the heavens to 
your help, 

and in his majesty through the 
skies. 

27 The eternal God is your dwelling 
place, 

and underneath are the everlasting 
arms. 

And he thrust out the enemy before 
you, 

and said, Destroy. 
28 So Israel dwelt in safety, 

the fountain of Jacob alone, 
in a land of grain and wine; 

yea, his heavens drop down dew. 
29 Happy are you, 0 Israel! Who 1s 

like you, 
a people saved by the LORD, 

the shield of your help, 
and the sword of your triumph! 

Your enemies shall come fawning co 
you; 

and you shall tread upon their high 
places." 
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34 And Moses went up from the twenty years old when he died; his eye 
plains of Moab to. Mo.unt Ne~o, was not dim, nor his natural force 

co the top of Pisgah, which 1s opposite abated. 8And the people of Israel wept 
Jericho. And the LORD showed him all for Moses in the plains of Moab 
the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all thirty days; then the days of weep
Naph 'tali, the land of E'phraim and ing and mourning for Moses were 
Manas'seh, all the land of Judah as far ended. 
as the Western Sea, 3 the Negeb, and 9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full 
the Plain, that is, the valley of Jericho of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had 
the city of palm trees, as far as Zo'ar. laid his hands upon him; so the people 
4And the LORD said co him, "This is the of Israel obeyed him, and did as the 
.aud of which I swore to Abraham, to LORD had commanded Moses. lOAnd 
Isaac, and to Jacob, 'I will give it to your there has not arisen a prophet since in 
descendants.' I have let you see it with Israel like Moses, whom the LORD 
your eyes, but you shall not go over knew face to face, 11 none like him for all 
there." s So Moses the servant of the the signs and the wonders which the 
LORD died there in the land of Moab, LORD sent him to do in the land of 
according to the word of the LORD, Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants 
6 and he buried him in the valley in the and to all his land, 12 and for all the 
land of Moab opposite Beth-pe'or; but mighty power and all the great and 
no man knows the place of his burial to terrible deeds which Moses wrought in 
this day. 7 Moses was a hundred and the sight of all Israel. 

THE BOOK OF 

JOSHUA 

1 After the death of Moses the servant commanded you; turn not from 
servant of the LORD, the LORD said it to the right hand or to the left, that 

to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' min- you may have good success wherever 
ister, 2 "Moses my servant is dead; now you go. 8 This book of the law shall not 
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you depart out of your mouth, but you shall 
and all this people, into the land which meditate on it day and night, that you 
I am giving to them, to the people of may be careful to do according to all 
Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your that is written in it; for then you shall 
foot will tread upon I have given to you, make your way prosperous, and then 
as I promised to Moses. 4 From the you shall have good success. 9 Have I 
wilderness and this Lebanon as far as not commanded you? Be strong and of 
the great river, the river Eu-phra'tes, all good courage; be not frightened, neither 
the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea be dismayed; for the LORD your God 
toward the going down of the sun shall is with you wherever you go." 
be your territory. 5 No man shall be able IO Then Joshua commanded the 
to stand before you all the days of your officers of the people, II "Pass through 
life; as I was with Moses, so I will be the camp, and command the people, 
with you; I will not fail you or forsake 'Prepare your provisions; for within 
you. 6 Be strong and of good courage; three days you are to pass over this 
for you shall cause this people to inherit Jordan, to go in to take possession of 
the land which I swore to their fathers the land which the LORD your God 
to give them. 7 Only be strong and very gives you to possess.' " 
courageous, being careful to do accord- 12 And to the Reubenites, the Gad
ing to all the law which Moses my ites, and the half-tribe of Manas'seh 
34.IO: Num 12.6-8. 1.6: Heb 13.5. 1.12-18: Num 32.20-22; Josh 22.1-34. 
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Joshua said, 13 "Remember the word to them on the roof, 9 and said to the 
which Moses the servant of the LORD men, "I know that the LORD has given 
commanded you, saying, 'The LORD you the land, and that the fear of you 
your God is providing you a place of has fallen upon us, and that all the in
rest, and will give you this land.' 14 Your habitants of the land melt away before 
wives, your little ones, and your cattle you. IO For we have heard how the 
shall remain in the land which Moses LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea 
gave you beyond the Jordan; but all the before you when you came out of 
men of valor among you shall pass over Egypt, and what you did to the two 
armed before your brethren and shall kings of the Arnorites that were beyond 
help them, IS until the LORD gives rest the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you 
to your brethren as well as to you, and utterly destroyed. llAnd as soon as we 
they also take possession of the land heard it, our hearts melted, and there 
which the LORD your God is giving was no courage left in any man, because 
them; then you shall return to the land of you; for the LORD your God is he 
of your possession, and shall possess it, who is God in heaven above and on 
the land which Moses the servant of the earth beneath. 12 Now then, swear to 
LORD gave you beyond the Jordan me by the LORD that as I have dealt 
toward the sunrise." I6And they an- kindly with you, you also will deal 
swered Joshua, "All that you have com- kindly with my father's house, and give 
manded us we will do, and wherever me a sure sign, 13 and save alive my 
you send us we will go. 17 Just as we father and mother, my brothers and 
obeyed Moses in all things, so we will sisters, and all who belong to them, and 
obey you; only may the LORD yC>ur God deliver our lives from death." l4And the 
be with you, as he was with Moses! men said to her, "Our life for yours' 
18 Whoever rebels against your com- If you do not tell this business of ours, 
mandment and disobeys your words, then we will deal kindly and faithfully 
whatever you command him, shall be with you when the LORD gives us the 
put to death. Only be strong and of good land." 
courage." 15 Then she let them down by a rope 

2 And Joshua the son of Nun sent through the window, for her house was 
two men secretly from Shittim as built into the city wall, so that she 

spies, saying, "Go, view the land, dwelt in the wall. 16And she said to 
especially Jericho.'' And they went, and them, "Go into the hills, lest the pur
came into the house of a harlot whose suers meet you; and hide yourselves 
name was Rahab, and lodged there. there three days, until the pursuers have 
2And it was told the king of Jericho, returned; then afterward you may go 
"Behold, certain men of Israel have your way." 17 The men said to her, 
come here tonight to search out the "We will be guiltless with respect to this 
land." 3 Then the king of Jericho sent oath of yours which you have made us 
to Rahab, saying, "Bring forth the men swear. 18 Behold, when we come into 
that have i:ome to you, who entered the land, you shall bind this scarlet cord 
your house; for they have come to in the window through which you let us 
search out all the land." 4 But the worn- down; and you shall gather into yom 
an had taken the two men and hidden house your father and mother, your 
them; and she said, "True, men came brothers, and all your father's house
to me, but I did not know where they hold. 19 If any one goes out of the doors 
came from; s and when the gate was to of your house into the street, his blood 
be closed, at dark, the men went out; shall be upon his head, and we shall he 
where the men went I do not know; guiltless; but if a hand is laid upon any 
pursue them quickly, for you will over- one who is with you in the house, his 
take thern." 6 But she had brought them blood shall be on our head. 20 But if you 
up to the roof, and hid them with the tell this business of ours, then we shall 
stalks of flax which she had laid in order be guiltless with respect to your oath 
on the roof. 7 So the men pursued after which you have made us swear." 21And 
them on the way to the Jordan as far as she said, "According to your words, "' 
the fords; and as soon as the pursuers be it." Then she sent them away, and 
had gone out, the gate was shut. they departed; and she bound the· 

8 Before they lay down, she came up scarlet cord in the window. 
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22 They departed, and went into the 

hills, and remained there three days, 
until the pursuers returned; for the 
pursuers had made search all along the 
way and found nothing. 23 Then the 
two men came down again from the 
hills, and passed over and came to 
Joshua the son of Nun; and they told 
him all that had befallen them. 24And 
they said to Joshua, "Truly the LORD 
has given all the land into our hands; 
and moreover all the inhabitants of the 
land are fainthearted because of us." 

3 Early in the morning Joshua rose 
and set out from Shittim, with all 

the people of Israel; and they came to 
the Jordan, and lodged there before 
they passed over. 2At the end of three 
days the officers went through the 
camp 3 and commanded the people, 
"When you see the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD your God being carried by 
the Levitical priests, then you shall set 
out from your place and follow it, 4 that 
you may know the way you shall go, for 
you have not passed this way before. 
Yet there shall be a space between you 
and it, a distance of about two thousand 
cubits; do not come near it." SAnd 
Joshua said to the people, "Sanctify 
yourselves; for tomorrow the LORD will 
do wonders among you." 6And Joshua 
said to the priests, "Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass on before the 
people." And they took up the ark of 
the covenant, and went before the 
people. 

7 And the LORD said to Joshua, "This 
day I will begin to exalt you in the sight 
of all Israel, that they may know that, 
as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. 8And you shall command the 
priests who bear the ark of the cove
nant, 'When you come to the brink of 
the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand 
still in the Jordan.'" 9And Joshua said 
to the people of Israel, "Come hither, 
and hear the words of the LORD your 
God." lOAnd Joshua said, "Hereby you 
shall know that the living God is among 
you, and that he will without fail drive 
out from before you the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Hivites, the Per'izzites, the 
Gir'gashites, the Amorites, and the 
Jeb'usites. 11 Behold, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is 
to pass over before you into the Jordan. 
12 Now therefore take twelve men from 
the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a 

man. 13And when the soles of the feet of 
the priests who bear the ark of the 
LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall 
rest in the waters of the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan shall be stopped 
from flowing, and the waters coming 
down from above shall stand in one 
heap." 

14 So, when the people set out from 
their tents, to pass over the Jordan with 
the priests bearing the ark of the cove
nant before the people, IS and when 
those who bore the ark had come to the 
Jordan, and the feet of the priests bear
ing the ark were dipped in the brink of 
the water (the Jordan overflows all its 
banks throughout the time of harvest), 
16 the waters coming down from above 
stood and rose up in a heap far off, at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, 
and those flowing down toward the sea 
of the Ara bah, the Salt Sea, were wholly 
cut off; and the people passed over op
posite Jericho. I?And while all Israel 
were passing over on dry ground, the 
priests who bore the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD stood on dry ground in the 
midst of the Jordan, until all the nation 
finished passing over the Jordan. 

4 When all the nation had finished 
passing over the Jordan, the LORD 

said to Joshua, 2 "Take twelve men 
from the people, from each tribe a man, 
3 and command them, 'Take twelve 
stones from here out of the midst of the 
Jordan, from the very place where the 
priests' feet stood, and carry them over 
with you, and lay them down in the 
place where you lodge tonight.' " 
4 Then Joshua called the twelve men 
from the people of Israel, whom he had 
appointed, a man from each tribe; 5 and 
Joshua said to them, "Pass on before the 
ark of the LORD your God into the 
midst of the Jordan, and take up each of 
you a stone upon his shoulder, accord
ing to the number of the tribes of the 
people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign 
among you, when your children ask in 
time to come, 'What do those stones 
mean to you?' 7 Then you shall tell 
them that the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD; when it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off. So these stones shall be to the 
people of Israel a memorial for ever." 

8 And the men of Israel did as Joshua 
commanded, and took up twelve stones 
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out of the midsr of rhe Jordan, accord- rhe LORD your God did ro the Red Sea, 
ing ro the number of the rribes of the which he dried up for us until we 
people of Israel, as rhe LORD told passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of 
Joshua; and rhey carried them over rhe earth may know thar the hand of 
with them to the place where they rhe LORD is mighty; that you may fear 
lodged, and laid them down there. 9And the L RD your God for ever." 
Joshua sec up twelve stones in rhe mids hen all the kings of the Amorites 
of the Jordan, in rhe place where the chat were beyond rhe Jordan to the 
feer of the priests bearing the ark of the west, and all the kings of rhe Ca
covenanr had stood; and they are there naanires that were by the sea, heard 
to this day. 10 For the priesrs who bore thar rhe LORD had dried up rhe warers 
the ark srood in the midsr of rhe Jordan, of rhe Jordan for the people of Israel 
until everything was finished thar rhe unril rhey had crossed over, their heart 
LORD commanded Joshua to cell the melted, and rhere was no longer any 
people, according to all thar Moses had spirir in them, because of the people of 
commanded Joshua. Israel. 

The people passed over in haste; 2 Ar chat time the Lo RD said to 
11 and when all the people had finished Joshua, "Make flint knives and circum
passing over, the ark of the LORD and cise the people of Israel again the second 
the priests passed over before rhe time." 3 So Joshua made flint knives, 
people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the and circumcised the people of Israel at 
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Gibeath-haaraloth." 4And chis is rhe 
Manas'seh passed over armed before the reason why Joshua circumcised them: 
people of Israel, as Moses had bidden all the males of the people who came out 
them; 13 about forty thousand ready of Egypt, all the men of war, had died 
armed for war passed over before the on rhe way in the wilderness afrer they 
LORD for battle, to rhe plains of Jericho. had come our of Egypt. s Though all rhe 
14 On that day the LORD exalted Joshua people who came out had been circum
in the sight of all Israel; and they stood cised, yet all the people that were born 
in awe of him, as they had stood in awe on the way in the wilderness after they 
of Moses, all the days of his life. had come out of Egypt had not been 

15 And the LORD said to Joshua, circumcised. 6 For the people of Israd 
16 "Command the priests who bear the walked forty years in the wilderness, 
ark of the testimony to come up our of rill all rhc narion, the men of war that 
the Jordan." 17 Joshua therefore com- came forth our of Egypt, perished, be
manded the priests, "Come up out of cause they did nor hearken to the voice 
the Jordan." IHAnd when the priests of the LORD; to them the LORD swore 
bearing the ark of the covenant of the char he would not let them see the land 
LORD came up from the midst of the which the LORD had sworn to their 
Jordan, and the soles of the priests' fathers to give us, a land flowing with 
feet were lifted up on dry ground, the milk and honey. 7 So it was their chil
waters of the Jordan returned to their dren, whom he raised up in their stead, 
place and overflowed all its banks as that Joshua circumcised; for they were 

[;

efore. ' uncircumcised, because they had noc 
19 The people came up out of the been circumcised on the way. 

ordan on the tenth day of the first 8 When the circumcising of all the 
month, and they encamped in Gilgal nation was done, they remained in their 
on the east border of Jericho. 20And places in the camp till they were healed. 
those twelve stones, which they took out 9And the LORD said to Joshua, '"This 
of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal. day I have rolled away the reproach or 
21And he said to the people of Israel, Egypt from you." And so the name of 
"When your children ask their fathers that place is called Gilgai'' to this day. 
in time to come, 'What do these stones IO While the people of Israel werl' 
mean?' 22 then you shall let your chi!- encamped in Gilgal they kept the 
dren know, 'Israel passed over this passover on the fourteenth day of the 
Jordan on dry ground.' 23 For the LORD month at evening in the plains ol 
your God dried up the waters of the Jericho. llAnd on the morrow after rhc 
Jordan for you until you passed over, as passover, on that very day, they ate or 
" That is the hill (If rh(' fart:\kim 11 From Heb galdl to roll 
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the produce of the lan_d, unleavened came after the ark, while the trumpets 
cakes and parched gram. 12And the blew continually. 10 But Joshua com
manna ceased on the morrow, when manded the people, "You shall not 
they ate of the produce of the land; and shout or let your voice be heard, neither 
the people of Israel had manna no more, shall any word go out of your mouth, 
but ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan until the day I bid you shout; then you 
that year. shall shout." I I So he caused the ark of 

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he the LORD to compass the city, going 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and be- about it once; and they came into the 
hold, a man stood before him with his camp, and spent the night in the camp. 
drawn sword in his hand; and Joshua 12 Then Joshua rose early in the 
went to him and said to him, "Are you morning, and the priests took up the 
for us, or for our adversaries?" 14And he ark of the LORD. DAnd the seven priests 
said, "No; but as commander of the bearing the seven trumpets of rams' 
army of the LORD I have now come." horns before the ark of the LORD passed 
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, on, blowing the trumpets continually; 
and worshiped, and said to him, "What and the armed men went before them, 
does my lord bid his servant?" IS And and the rear guard came after the ark of 
the commander of the LORD's army said the LORD, while the trumpets blew 
to Joshua, "Put off your shoes from continually. 14And the second day they 
your feet; for the place where you stand marched around the city once, and re
is holy." And Joshua did so. turned into the camp. So they did for 

6 Now Jericho was shut up from six days. 
within and from without because of 15 On the seventh day they rose early 

the people of Israel; none went out, and at the dawn of day, and marched around 
none came in. 2And the LORD said to the city in the same manner seven 
Joshua, "Sec, I have given into your times: it was only on that day that they 
hand Jericho, with its king and mighty marched around the city seven times. 
men of valor. -1 You shall march around 16And at the seventh time, when the 
the city, all the men of war going around priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua 
the city once. Thus shall you do for six said to the people, "Shout; for the 
,Jays. ~And seven priests shall bear seven LORD has given you the city. 17And the 
trumpets of rams' horns before the city and all that is within it shall be 
ark; and on the seventh day you shall devoted to the LORD for destruction; 
march around tile city seven times, the only Rahab the harlot and all who are 
priest~ blowing the trumpets. 'And with her in her house shall live, because 
when they make a long blast with the she hid the messengers that we sent. 
ram's horn, as soon as you hear the 18 But you, keep yourselves from the 
sound of the trumpet, then all the things devoted to destruction, lest when 
people shall shout with a great shout; you have devoted them you take any of 
and the wall of the city will fall down the devoted things and make the camp 
flat, and the people shall go up every of Israel a thing for destruction, and 
man straight before him." 6 So Joshua bring trouble upon it. 19 But all silver 
the son of Nun called the priests and and gold, and vessels of bronze and 
said to them, "Take up the ark of the iron, are sacred to the LORD; they shall 
covenant, and let seven priests bear go into the treasury of the LORD." 20 So 
seven trumpets of rams' horns before the people shouted, and the trumpets 
the ark of the LORD." 7 And he said to were blown. As soon as the people heard 
the people, "Go forward; march around the sound of the trumpet, the people 
the city, and let the armed men pass on raised a great shout, and the wall fell 
before the ark of the LORD." down flat, so that the people went up 

8 And as Joshua had commanded the into the city, every man straight before 
people, the seven priests bearing the him, and they took the city. 21 Then 
seven trumpets of rams' horns before they utterly destroyed all in the city, 
the LORD went forward, blowing the both men and women, young and old, 
trumpets, with the ark of the covenant oxen, sheep, and asses, with the edge of 
of the LORD following them. 9And the the sword. 
armed men went before the priests who 22 And Joshua said to the two men 
blew the trumpets, and the rear guard who had spied out the land, "Go into 
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the harlot's house, and bring out from said, "Alas, 0 Lord GoD, why hast 
it the woman, and all who belong to her, thou brought this people over the 
as you swore to her." 23 So the young Jordan at all, to give us into the hands 
men who had been spies went in, and of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would 
brought out Rahab, and her father and that we had been content to dwell be
mother and brothers and all who be- yond the Jordan! H 0 Lord, what can I 
longed to her; and they brought all her say, when Israel has turned their backs 
kindred, and set them outside the before their enemies! 9 For the Ca
camp of Israel. 24And they burned the naanites and all the inhabitants of the 
city with fire, and all within it; only the land will hear of it, and will surround 
silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze us, and cut off our name from the 
and of iron, they put into the treasury of earth; and what wilt thou do for thy 
the house of the LORD. 25 But Rahab the great name?" 
harlot, and her father's household, and 10 The LORD said to Joshua, "Arise, 
all who belonged to her, Joshua saved why have you thus fallen upon your 
alive; and she dwelt in Israel to this face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have 
day, because she hid the messengers transgressed my covenant which I com
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. manded them; they have taken some of 

26 Joshua laid an oath upon them at the devoted things; they have stolen, 
that time, saying, "Cursed before the and lied, and put them among their 
LORD be the man that rises up and re- own stuff. 12 Therefore the people of 
builds this city, Jericho. Israel cannot stand before their ene-

At the cost of his first-born shall he mies; they tum their backs before their 
lay its foundation, enemies, because they have become a 

and at the cost of his youngest son thing for destruction. I will be with you 
shall he set up its gates." no more, unless you destroy the devoted 

27 So the LORD was with Joshua; things from among you. 13 Up, sanctify 
and his fame was in all the land. the people, and say, 'Sanctify yourselves 

7 But the people of Israel broke for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, 
faith in regard to the devoted things; God of Israel, "There are devoted 

for Achan the son of Carmi, son of things in the midst of you, 0 Israel; you 
Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of cannot stand before your enemies, until 
Judah, took some of the devoted things; you take· away the devoted things from 
and the anger of the LORD burned among you." 14 In the morning there
against the people of Israd. fore you shall be brought near by your 

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to tribes; and the tribe which the LORD 
Ai, which is near Beth-a'ven, east of takes shall come near by families; and 
Bethel, and said to them, "Go up and the family which the LORD takes shall 
spy out the land." And the men went come near by households; and the 
up and spied out Ai. JAnd they re- household which the LORD takes shall 
turned to Joshua, and said to him, "Let come near man by man. 15And he who 
not all the people go up, but let about is taken with the devoted things shall be 
two or three thousand men go up and burned with fire, he and all that he has, 
attack Ai; do not make the whole people because he has transgressed the cove
toil up there, for they arc but few." 4 So nant of the LoRD, and because he has 
about three thousand went up there done a shameful thing in Israel.'" 
from the people; and they fled before 16 So Joshua rose early in the morn
the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai ing, and brought Israel near tribe by 
killed about thirty-six men of them, and tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken; 
chased them before the gate as far as 17 and he brought near the families of 
Sheb'arim, and slew them at the Judah, and the family of the Zer'ahites 
descent. And the hearts of the people was taken; and he brought near the 
melted, and became as water. family of the Zer'ahites man by man, 

6 Then Joshua rent his clothes, and and Zabdi was taken; 18 and he brought 
fell to the earth upon his face before the near his household man by man, and 
ark of the LORD until the evening, he Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, 
and the elders of Israel; and they put son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
dust upon their heads. 7And Joshua taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, 
8.28: I Kings lb. 34. 
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"My son, give glory to the LORD God approach the city. And when they come 
of Israel, and render praise to him; and out against us, as before, we shall flee 
tell me now what you have done; do not before them; 6 and they will come out 
hide it from me." 2UAnd Achan an- after us, till we have drawn them away 
swered Joshua, "Of a truth I have from the city; for they will say, 'They 
sinned against the LORD God of Israel, are fleeing from us, as before.' So we 
and this is what I did: 21 when I saw will flee from rhem; 7 then you shall 
among the spoil a beautiful mantle from rise up from the ambush, and seize the 
Shinar, and two hundred shekels of city; for the LORD your God will give it 
silver, and a bar of gold weighing fifty into your hand. 8And when you have 
shekels, then I coveted them, and took taken the city, you shall set the city on 
them; and behold, they are hidden in fire, doing as the LORD has bidden; see, 
rhe earth inside my tenr, wirh the silver I have commanded you." 9 So Joshua 
underneath." sent them forth; and rhey went to rhe 

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and place of ambush, and lay becween 
they ran to the tent; and behold, ic was Bechel and Ai, to rhe west of Ai; but 
hidden in his rent with rhe silver under- Joshua spent thar night among the 
nearh. 2 1And they took them out of the people. 
tent and brought them to Joshua and 10 And Joshua arose early in the 
all the people of Israel; and they laid morning and mustered the people, and 
chem down before the LORD. 24And went up, with rhe elders of Israel, be
Joshua and all Israel with him took fore the people to Ai. "And all the 
Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver fighting men who were with him went 
and the mantle and the bar of gold, and up, and drew near before the city, and 
his sons and daughters, and his oxen encamped on the north side of Ai, with 
and asses and sheep, and his tent, and a ravine between them and Ai. 12And he 
all that he had; and they brought them took about five thousand men, and set 
up to the Valley of Achor. 25And them in ambush between Bethel and 
Joshua said, "Why did you bring Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So they 
trouble on us? The LORD brings stationed the forces, the main encamp
trouble on you today.'' And all Israel ment which was north of the city and its 
stoned him with stones; they burned rear guard west of the city. But Joshua 
chem with fire, and stoned them with spent thar night in the valley. 14And 
stones. 26And they raised over him a when the king of Ai saw this he and all 
great heap of scones chat remains to this his people, the men of the city, made 
day; then the LORD turned from his haste and went out early to the descemd 
burning anger. Therefore to this day the toward the Arabah to meet Israel in 
name of that place is called the Valley battle; but he did not know that there 
of Achor.c was an ambush against him behind the 

8 And the LORD said to Joshua, city. IS And Joshua and all Israel made a 
"Do not fear or be dismayed; take pretense of being beaten before them, 

all the fighting men with you, and arise, and fled in the direction of the wilder
go up to Ai; see, I have given into your ness. 16 So all the people who were in 
hand the king of Ai, and his people, his the city were called together to pursue 
cicy, and his land; 2 and you shall do to them, and as they pursued Joshua they 
Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and were drawn away from the city. 17 There 
its king; only its spoil and its cattle you was not a man left in Ai or Bethel, who 
shall take as booty for yourselves; lay an did not go out after Israel; they left the 
ambu~h against the city, behind it." city open, and pursued Israel. 

3 So Joshua arose, and all the fighting 18 Then rhe LORD said to Joshua, 
men, ro go up to Ai; and Joshua chose "Stretch out the javelin that is in your 
thirty thousand mighty men of valor, hand toward Ai; for I will give it into 
and sem them forth by night. 4And he your hand." And Joshua stretched out 
commanded them, "Behold, you shall the javelin that was in his hand toward 
lie in ambush against the city, behind the city. 19And the ambush rose quickly 
it; do not go very far from the city, but out of their place, and as soon as he had 
hold yourselves all in readiness; sand I, stretched out his hand, they ran and 
and all the people who are with me, will entered the city and took it; and they 
i· Thal 1-. Trm1hh· rl Cn: Heb appomted lime 
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made haste to set the city on fire. 20 So 
when the men of Ai looked back, be
hold, the smoke of the city went up to 
heaven; and they had no power to flee 
this way or that, for the people that fled 
to the wilderness turned back upon the 
pursuers. 2IAnd when Joshua and all 
Israel saw that the ambush had taken 
the city, and that the smoke of the city 
went up, then they turned back and 
smote the men of Ai. 22And the others 
came forth from the city against them; 
so they were in the midst of Israel, some 
on this side, and some on that side; and 
Israel smote them, until there was left 
none that survived or escaped. 2J But 
the king of Ai they took alive, and 
brought him to Joshua. 

24 When Israel had finished slaugh
tering all the inhabitants of Ai in the 
open wilderness where they pursued 
them and all of them to the very last had 
fallen by the edge of the sword, all 
Israel returned to Ai, and smote it with 
the edge of the sword. 25And all who 
fell that day, both ·men and women, 
were twelve thousand, all the people of 
Ai. 26 For Joshua did not draw back his 
hand, with which he stretched out the 
javelin, until he had utterly destroyed 
all the inhabitants of Ai. 2., Only the 
cattle and the spoil of that city Israel 
took as their booty, according to the 
word of the LORD which he commanded 
Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai, and 
made it for ever a heap of ruins, as it is 
to this day. 29And he hanged the king of 
Ai on a tree until evening; and at the 
going down of the sun Joshua com
manded, and they took his body down 
from the tree, and cast it at the entrance 
of the gate of the city, and raised over it 
a great heap of stones, which stands 
there to this day. 

30 Then Joshua built an altar in 
Mount Eba! to the LORD, the God of 
Israel, 31 as Moses the servant of the 
LORD had commanded the people of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of the 
law of Moses, "an altar of unhewn 
stones, upon which no man has lifted 
an iron tool"; and they offered on it 
burnt offerings to the LORD, and sacri
ficed peace offerings. 32And there, in the 
presence of the people of Israel, he 
wrote upon the stones a copy of the law 
of Moses, which he had written. 33And 
all Israel, sojourner as well as home-
8.30-35: Dcut 27.2-8. 

born, with their elders and officers and 
their judges, stood on opposite sides of 
the ark before the Levitical priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD, half of them in front of Mount 
Ger'izim and half of them in front of 
Mount Eba!, as Moses the servant of the 
LORD had commanded at the first, that 
they should bless the people of Israel. 
.14And afterward he read all the words 
of the law, the blessing and the curse. 
according to all that is written in the 
book of the law . .<;There was not a 
word of all that Moses commanded 
which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, and the women, and 
the little ones, and the sojourn~r' who 
lived among them. 

9 When all the king~ who were be
yond the Jordan in the hill country 

and in the lowland all along the coast of 
the Great Sea toward Lebanon. the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites. 
the Per'izzites. the Hi,·ires. and the 
Jeb'usites, heard of this, " the,· gath
ered together with one accord to fight 
Joshua and Israel. 

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon 
heard what Joshua had done to Jericho 
and to Ai,~ they on their part acted with 
cunning, and went and made read)· 
provisions, and rook worn-our sacks 
upon their asses, and wineskins, worn
out and torn and mended, 'with worn
our, patched sandals on their feet, and 
worn-out clothes; and all their pro
visions were dry and moldy. 0 And they 
went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal. 
and said to him and to the men of Israel. 
"We have come from a far country; s0 
now make a covenant with us." 7 Bur 
the men of Israel said to the Hivites. 
"Perhaps you live among us; then how 
can we make a covenant with vou?" 
B They said to Joshua, "We are. your 
servants." And Joshua said to them. 
"Who are you? And where do you come 
from?" 9 They said to him, "From a 
very far country your servants have 
come, because of the name of the LoRD 
your God; for we have heard a report 
of him, and all that he did in Egypt. 
10 and all that he did to the two kings of 
the Amorites who were beyond the Jor
dan, Sihon the king of Heshbon, and 
Og king of Bashan, who dwelt in Ash -
taroth. llAnd our elders and all the in
habitants of our country said to us. 
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'Take provisions in your hand for the now, behold, we are in your hand: do as 
journey, and go to meet them, and say it seems good and right in your sight to 
to them, "We are your servants; come do to us." 2n So he did to them, and de
now, make a covenant with us."' livered them out of the hand of the 
12 Here is our bread; it was still warm people of Israel; and they did not kill 
when we took it from our houses as our them. 27 But Joshua made them that day 
food for the journey, on the day we set hewers of wood and drawers of water 
forth to come to you, but now, behold, for the congregation and for the altar of 
it is dry and moldy; 13 these wineskins the LORD, to continue to this day, in the 
were new when we filled them, and be- place which he should choose. 
hold, they are burst; and these garments 10 When Ado'ni-ze'dek king of 
dlld shoes of ours are worn out from the Jerusalem heard how Joshua had 
very long journey." 14 So the men par- taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it, 
took of their provisions, and did not ask doing to Ai and its king as he had done 
direction from the LORD. 15And Joshua to Jericho and its king, and how the 
made peace with them, and made a inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace 
covenant with them, to let them live; with Israel and were among them, 2 he' 
and the leaders of the congregation feared greatly, because Gibeon was a 
swore to them. great city, like one of the royal cities, 

16 At the end of three days after they and because it was greater than Ai, and 
had made a covenant with them, they all its men were mighty .. I So Ado'ni
heard that they were their neighbors, ze'dek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham 
and that they dwelt among them. 17And king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jar
the people of Israel set out and reached muth, to Japhi'a king of Lachish, and to 
their cities on the third day. Now their Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 "Come 
cities were Gibeon, Chephi'rah, Be- up to me, and help me, and let us smite 
er'oth, and Kir'iath-je'arim. IH But the Gibeon; for it has made peace with 
people of Israel did not kill them, be- Joshua and with the people of Israel." 
cause the leaders of the congregation s Then the five kings of the Amorites, 
had sworn to them by the LORD, the the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
God of Israel. Then all the congregation Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
murmured against the leaders. IY But of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, 
all the leaders said to all the congrega- gathered their forces, and went up with 
rion, "We have sworn to them by the all their armies and encamped against 
LORD, the God of Israel, and now we Gibeon, and made war against it. 
may not touch them. 20 This we will do 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to 
to them, and let them live, lest wrath Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, 
be upon us, because of the oath which "Do not relax your hand from your 
we swore to them." 21And the leaders servants; come up to us quickly, and 
said to them, "Let them live." So they save us, and help us; for all the kings of 
became hewers of wood and drawers of the Amorites that dwell in the hill 
water for all the congregation, as the country are gathered against us." 7 So 
leaders had said of them. Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all 

22 Joshua summoned them, and he the people of war with him, and all the 
said to them, "Why did you deceive us, mighty men of valor. HAnd the LORD 
saying, 'We arc very far from you,' said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I 
when you dwell among us? 2J Now have given them into your hands; there 
therefore you are cursed, and some of shall not a man of them stand before 
you shall always be slaves, hewers of you." 9 So Joshua came upon them 
wood and drawers of water for the house suddenly, having marched up all night 
of my God." 24 They answered Joshua, from Gilgal. IOAnd the LORD threw 
"Because it was told to your servants for them into a panic before Israel, who 
a certainty that the LORD your God had slew them with a great slaughter at 
commanded his servant Moses to give Gibeon, and chased them by the way of 
you all the land, and to destroy all the the ascent of Beth-horon, and smote 
inhabitants of the land from before you; them as far as Aze'kah and Makke'dah. 
so we feared greatly for our lives be- 1 IAnd as they fled before Israel, while 
cause of you, and did this thing. 25And they were going down the ascent of 
'Heh thev 



JOSHUA 10 198 The sun stayed 
Beth-horon, the LORD threw down great put your feet upon the necks of these 
stones from heaven upon them as far as kings." Then they came near, and put 
Azc"kah, and they died; there were their feet on their necks. 25And Joshua 
more who died because of the hailstones said to them, "Do not be afraid or dis
than the men of Israel killed with the mayed; be strong and of good courage; 
sword. for thus the LORD will do to all your 

12 Then spoke Joshua to the LORD enemies against whom you fight." 
in the day when the LORD gave the 26And afterward Joshua smote them and 
Amorites over to the men of Israel; put them to death, and he hung them on 
and he said in the sight of Israel, five trees. And they hung upon the trees 

"Sun, stand thou still at Gibeon, until evening; 27 but at the time of the 
and thou Moon in the valley of going down of the sun, Joshua com-

Ai'jalon." mantled, and they took them down from 
13 And the sun stood still, and the the trees, and threw them into the cave 

moon stayed, where they had hidden themselves, and 
until the nation took vengeance on they set great stones against the mouth 

their enemies. of the cave, which remain to this very 
Is this not written in the Book of day. 
Jashar? The sun stayed in the midst of 28 And Joshua took Makke'dah on 
heaven, and did not hasten to go down that day, and smote it and its king with 
for about a whole day. 14 There has been the edge of the sword; he utterly de
no day like it before or since, when the stroyed every person in it, he left none 
LORD hearkened to the voice of a man; remaining; and he did to the king of 
for the LORD fought for Israel. Maki<:e'dah as he had done to the king 

15 Then Joshua returned, and all of Jericho. 
Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal. 29 Then Joshua passed on from 

16 These five kings fled, and hid Makke'dah, and all Israel with him, to 
themselves in the cave at Makke'dah. Libnah, and fought against Libnah, 
17And it was told Joshua, "The five 30 and the LORD gave it also and its king 
kings have been found, hidden in the into the hand of Israel; and he smote it 
cave at Makke'dah." 18And Joshua said, with the edge of the sword, and every 
"Roll great stones against the mouth of person in it; he left none remaining in 
the cave, and set men by it to guard it; and he did to its king as he had done 
them; 19 but do not stay there your- to the king of Jericho. 
selves, pursue your enemies, fall upon 31 And Joshua passed on from Lib
thcir rear, do not let them enter their nah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish, 
cities; for the LORD your God has and laid siege to it, and assaulted it: 
given them into your hand." 20 When .12 and the LORD gave Lachish into the 
Joshua and the men of Israel had fin- hand of Israel, and he took it on the 
ished slaying them with a very great second day, and smote it with the edge 
slaughter, until they were wiped out, of the sword, and every person in it, as 
and when the remnant which remained he- had done to Libnah. 
of them had entered into the fortified 33 Then Horam king of Gezer came 
cities, 21 all the people returned safe to up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote 
Joshua in the camp at Makke'dah; not him and his people, until he left none 
a man moved his tongue against any of remaining. 
the people of Israel. 34 And Joshua passed on with all 

22 Then Joshua said, "Open the Israel from Lachish to Eglon; and thev 
mouth of the cave, and bring those five laid siege to it, and assaulted it; 35 and 
kings out to me from the cave." 23And they took it on that day, and smote it 
they did so, and brought those five kings with the edge of the sword; and every 
out to him from the cave, the king of person in it he utterly destroyed that 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king day, as he had done to Lachish. 
of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and 36 Then Joshua went up with all 
the king of Eglon. 24And when they Israel from Eglon to Hebron; and they 
brought those kings out to Joshua, assaulted it, 37 and took it, and smote it 
Joshua summoned all the men of Israel, with rhe edge of the sword, and its king 
and said to the chiefs of the men of war and its towns, and every person in it; 
who had gone with him, "Come near, he left none remaining, as he had done 
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to Eglon, and utterly destroyed it with 9And Joshua did to them as the LORD 
every person in it. bade him; he hamstrung their horses, 

38 Then Joshua, with all Israel, and burned their chariots with fire. 
turned back to Debir and assaulted it, IO And Joshua turned back at that 
39 and he took it with its king and all its time, and took Hazor, and smote its 
towns; and they smote them with the king with the sword; for Hazor for
edge of the sword, and utterly de- merly was the head of all those king
stroyed every person in it; he left none doms. llAnd they put to the sword all 
remaining; as he had done to Hebron who were in it, utterly destroying them; 
and to Libnah and its king, so he did to there was none left that breathed, and 
Debir and to its king. he burned Hazor with fire. 12And all the 

-1{) So Joshua defeated the whole cities of those kings, and all their kings, 
land, the hill country and the Negeb Joshua took, and smote them with the 
and the lowland and the slopes, and all edge of the sword, utterly destroying 
their kings; he left none remaining, but them, as Moses the servant of the LORD 
utterly destroyed all that breathed, as had commanded. 13 But none of the 
the LORD God of Israel commanded. cities that stood on mounds did Israel 
41And Joshua defeated them from Ka' - burn, except Hazor only; that Joshua 
desh-bar'nea to Gaza, and all the coun- burned. 14And all the spoil of these 
try of Goshen, as far as Gibeon. 42And cities and the cattle, the people of 
Joshua took all these kings and their Israel took for their booty; but every 
land at one time, because the LORD God man they smote with the edge of the 
of Israel fought for Israel. 43 Then sword, until they had destroyed them, 
Joshua returned, and all Israel with and they did not leave any that breathed. 
him, to the camp at Gilgal. ISAs the LORD had commanded Moses 

11 When Jabin king of Hazor his servant, so Moses commanded 
heard of this, he sent to Jobab Joshua, and so Joshua did; he left noth

king of Madon, and to the king of Shim- ing undone of all that the LORD had 
ron, and to the king of Ach'shaph, 2 and commanded Moses. 
to the kings who were in the nonhern 16 So Joshua took all that land, the 
hill country, and in the Arabah south of hill country and all the Negeb and all 
Chin'neroth, and in the lowland, and in the land of Goshen and the lowland and 
Naphoth-dor on the west, 3 to the Ca- the Arabah and the hill country of Israel 
naanites in the east and the west, the and its lowland 17 from Mount Halak, 
Amorites, the Hittites, the Per'izzites, that rises toward Se'ir, as far as Ba'al
and the Jeb'usites in the hill country, gad in the valley of Lebanon below 
and the Hivites under Hermon in the Mount Hermon. And he took all their 
land of Mizpah. 4And they came out, kings, and smote them, and put them to 
with all their troops, a great host, in death. 18 Joshua made war a long time 
number like the sand that is upon the with all those kings. 19 There was not a 
seashore, with very many horses and city that made peace with the people of 
chariots. SAnd all these kings joined Israel, except the Hivites, the inhabit
their forces, and came and encamped ants of Gibeon; they took all in battle. 
together at the waters of Merom, to 20 For it was the LORD'S doing to harden 
tight with Israel. their heans that they should come 

6 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do against Israel in battle, in order that 
not be afraid of them, for tomorrow at they should be utterly destroyed, and 
this time I will give over all of them, should receive no mercy but be exter
slain, tu Israel; you shall hamstring rninated, as the LORD commanded 
their horses, and bum their chariots Moses. 
with fire." 7 So Joshua came suddenly 21 And Joshua came at that time, and 
upon them with all his people of war, by wiped out the Anakim from the hill 
the waters of Merom, and fell upon country, from Hebron, from Debir, 
them. 8And the LORD gave them into from Anab, and from all the hill country 
the hand of Israel, who smote them and of Judah, and from all the hill country 
chased them as far as Great Sidon and of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them 
Mis'rephoth-ma'im, and eastward as far with their cities. 22 There was none of 
as the valley of Mizpeh; and they smote the Anakim left in the land of the people 
them, until they left none remaining. of Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and in 
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Ashdod, did some remain. 23 So Joshua one; the king of A rad, one; IS the king 
took the whole land, according to all of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, 
that the LORD had spoken to Moses; and one; 16 the king of Makke' dah, one; the 
Joshua gave it for an inheritance to king of Bethel, one; 17 the king of Tap' -
Israel according to their tribal allot- pu-ah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 
men ts. And the land had rest from war. 18 the king of Aphek, one; the king ol 

12 Now these are the kings of the Lashar'on, one; 19 the king of Madon, 
land, whom the people of Israel one; the king of Hazor, one; 20 the king 

defeated, and took possession of their of Shim'ron-me'ron, one; the king ot 
land beyond the Jordan toward the sun- Ach'shaph, one; 21 the king of Ta'
rising, from the valley of the Amon to anach, one; the king of Megid'do, one; 
Mount Hermon, with all the Arabah 22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of 
eastward: 2 Sihon king of the Amorites Jok'ne-am in Carmel, one; 23 the king ot 
who dwelt at Heshbon, and ruled from Dor in Naphath-dor, one; the king ol 
Aro'er, which is on the edge of the Goi'im in Galilee/ one; 24 the king of 
valley of the Amon, and from the Tirzah, one: in all, thirty-one kings. 
middle of the valley as far as the river 13 Now Joshua was old and ad-
J abbok, the boundary of the Am- vanced in years; and the LORD 
monites, that is, half of Gilead, 3 and the said to him, "You are old and advanced 
Arabah to the Sea of Chin'neroth east- in years, and there remains yet very 
ward, and in the direction of Beth- much land to be possessed. 2 This is the 
jesh'imoth, to the sea of the Arabah, the land that yet remains: all the regions of 
Salt Sea, southward to the foot of the the Philistines, and all those of the 
slopes of Pisgah; 4 and Og' king of Gesh'urites 3 (from the Shihor, which 
Bashan, one of the remnant of the is east of Egypt, northward to the 
Reph'aim, who dwelt at Ash'taroth and boundary of Ekron, it is reckoned as 
at Ed're-i sand ruled over Mount Her- Canaanite; there are five rulers of the 
mon and Sal'ecah and all Bashan to the Philistines, those of Gaza, Ashdod. 
boundary of the Gesh'urites and the Ash'kelon, Gath, and Ekron), and those 
Ma-ac'athites, and over half of Gilead of the Avvim, 4 in the south, all the land 
to the boundary of Sihon king of Hesh- of the Canaanites, and Me-ar'ah which 
bon. 0 Moses, the servant of the LORD, belongs to the Sido'nians, to Aphek, tn 
and the people of Israel defeated them; the boundary of the Amorites, ' and the 
and Moses the servant of the LORD gave land of the Geb'alites, and all Lebanon. 
their land for a possession to the Reu- toward the sunrising, from Ba'al-gad 
benites and the Gadites and the half- below Mount Hermon to the entrance 
tribe of Manas'seh. of Hamath, 0 all the inhabitants of the 

7 And these are the kings of the land hill country from Lebanon to Mis -
whom Joshua and the people of Israel rephoth-ma'im, even all the Sido'nians. 
defeated on the west side of the Jordan, I will myself drive them out from before 
from Ba'al-gad in the valley of Lebanon the people of Israel; only allot the land 
to Mount Halak, that rises toward Se'ir to Israel for an inheritance, as I have 
(and Joshua gave their land to the tribes commanded you. 7 Now therefore di
of Israel as a possession according to vide this land for an inheritance to th.: 
their allotments, 8 in the hill country, in nine tribes and half the tribe of Manas -
the lowland, in the Arabah, in the seh." 
slopes, in the wilderness, and in the 8 With the other half of the tribe <'I 
Negeb, the land of the Hittites, the Manas'seh" the Reubenites and th.: 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Per'- Gadites received their inheritance. 
izzitcs, the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites): which Moses gave them, beyond th.: 
9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Jordan eastward, as Moses the serrnnt 
Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; IO the of the LORD gave them: 9 from Aro'er. 
king of Jerusalem, one; the king of which is on the edge of the valley of the 
Hebron, one; 11 the king of Jarmuth, Amon, and the city that is in the middk 
one; the king of Lachish, one; 12 the of the valley, and all the tabkland ol 
king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, Med'eba as far as Dibon; ll• and all the 
one; 13 the king of Debir, one; the king cities of Sihon king of the Amorites. 
of Geder, one; 14 the king of Hormah, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the 
" Gk: Heb the boundar-y of Og f Gk: Heb Gilgal ~1 Cn: Heb Wirh ir 
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boundary of the Ammonites; 11 and 
Gilead, and the region of the Gesh'
urites and Ma-ac'athites, and all Mount 
Hermon. and all Bashan to Sal'ecah; 
12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who 
reigned in Ash'taroth and in Ed're-i (he 
alone was left of the remnant of the 
Reph' aim); these Moses had defeated 
and driven out. I.I Yet the people of 
Israel did not drive out the Gesh'urites 
or the Ma-ac'athites; but Geshur and 
Ma'acath dwell in the midst of Israel to 
this day. 

14 To the tribe of Levi alone Moses 
gave no inheritance; the offerings by 
fire to the LORD God of Israel are their 
inheritance, as he said to him. 

15 And Moses gave an inheritance to 
the tribe of the Reubenites according to 
their families. 16 So their territory was 
from Aro· er, which is on the edge of the 
valley of the Amon, and the city that is 
in the middle of the valley, and all the 
tableland by Med'eba; 17 with Hesh
bon, and all its cities that are in the 
tableland; Dibon, and Ba'moth-ba'al, 
and Beth-ba'al-me'on, 18 and Jahaz, and 
Ked'emoth, and Meph'a-ath, 19 and 
Kiriatha'im, and Sibmah, and Zer'eth
sha'har on the hill of the valley, 20 and 
Beth-pe'or, and the slopes of Pisgah, 
and Beth-jesh'imoth, 21 that is, all the 
cities of the tableland, and all the king
dom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who 
reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses de
feated with the leaders of Mid'ian, Evi 
and Reki:m and Zur and Hur and Reba, 
the princes of Sihon, who dwelt in the 
land. 22 Balaam also, the son of Be'or, 
tht: soothsayer, the people of Israel 
killed with the sword among the rest of 
their slain. 2.1And the border of the 
pi:ople of Reuben was the Jordan as a 
boundary. This was the inheritance of 
the Reubi:nites, according to their fami
lies with their ciui:s and villages. 

24 And Moses gave an inheritance 
also to the tribi: of the Gadites, accord
ing to their families. 25 Their territory 
was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, 
and half the land of the Ammonites, to 
Aro.er, which is east of Rabbah, 26 and 
from Heshbon to Ra'math-miz'peh and 
Bet'onim, and from Mahana'im to the 
territory of Debir ," 27 and in the valley 
Beth-ha'ram, Beth-nim'rah, Succoth, 
and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of 
h Gk Syr Vg: Heb L.idebir 
14.ti-16: Num 13.6, 30; 14.6, 24, 30. 

Sihon king of Heshbon, having the 
Jordan as a boundary, to the lower end 
of the Sea of Chin'nereth, eastward be
yond tht: Jordan. 2M This is the inherit
ance of the Gadites according to their 
families, with their cities and villages. 

29 And Moses gave an inheritance to 
the half-tribe of Manas'seh; it was 
allotted to the half-tribe of the Manas' -
sites according to their families. 30 Their 
region extended from Mahana'irn, 
through all Bashan, the whole kingdom 
of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns 
of Ja'ir, which are in Bashan, sixty 
cities, 31 and half Gilead, and Ash' -
taroth, and Ed're-i, the cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan; these were 
allotted to the people of Machir the son 
of Manas, seh for the half of the Machir
ites according to their families. 

32 These are the inheritances which 
Moses distributed in the plains of 
Moab, beyond the Jordan east of Jeri
cho .. H But to the tribe of Levi Moses 
gave no inheritance; the LORD God of 
Israel is their inheritance, as he said to 
them. 

14 And these are the inheritances 
which the people of Israel re

ceived in the land of Canaan, which 
Elea'zar the priest, and Joshua the son 
of Nun, and the heads of the fathers' 
houses of the tribes of the people of 
Israel distributed to them. 2 Their in
heritance was by lot, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses for the nine and 
one-half tribes .. \ For Moses had given 
an inheritance to the two and one
half tribes beyond the Jordan; but to 
the Levites he gave no inheritance 
among tht:m. 4 For the people of 
Joseph were two tribes, Manas'seh 
and E'phraim; and no portion was 
given to the Levites in the land, but 
only cities to dwell in, with their pas
ture lands for their cattle and their sub
stance. 5 The people of Israel did as the 
LORD commanded Moses; they allotted 
the land. 

6 Then the people of Judah came to 
Joshua at Gilgal; and Caleb tht: son of 
Jephun'neh the Ken'izzite said to him, 
"You know what the LORD said to 
Moses the man of God in Ka'desh
bar'nea concerning you and me. 7 I 
was forty years old when Moses the 
servant of the LoRD sent me from Ka'-
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desh-bar'nea to spy out the land; and I Jordan; 6 and the boundary goes up to 
brought him word again as it was in my Beth-hoglah, and passes along north of 
heart. 8 But my brethren who went up Beth-arabah; and the boundary goes up 
with me made the heart of the people to the stone of Bohan the son of Reu
melt; yet I wholly followed the LORD ben; 7 and the boundary goes up to 
my God. 9And Moses swore on that Debir from the Valley of Achor, and so 
day, saying, 'Surely the land on which northward, turning toward Gilgal, 
your foot has trodden shall be an in- which is opposite the ascent of Adurn'
heritance for you and your children for mim, which is on the south side of the 
ever, because you have wholly followed valley; aml the boundary passes along 
the LORD my God.' IOAnd now, behold, to the waters of En-she'mesh, and ends 
the LORD has kept me alive, as he said, at En-ro'gel; 8 then the boundary goes 
these forty-five years since the time that up by the valley of the son of Hinnom 
the LoRD spoke this word to Moses, at the southern shoulder of the J eb'usite 
while Israel walked in the wilderness; (that is, Jerusalem); and the boundary 
and now, lo, I am this day eighty-five goes up to the top of the mountain that 
years old. 11 I am still as strong to this day lies over against the valley of Hinnom, 
as I was in the day that Moses sent on the west, at the northern end of the 
me; my strength now is as my strength valley of Reph' aim; 9 then the boundarv 
was then, for war, and for going and extends from the top of the mountain to 
coming. 12 So now give me this hill the spring of the Waters of Nephto'ah, 
country of which the LORD spoke on and from there to the cities of Mount 
that day; for you heard on that day Ephron; then the boundary bends 
how the Anakim were there, with great round to Ba'alah (that is, Kir'iath-je' -
fortified cities: it may be that the LORD arim); 10 and the boundary circles west 
will be with me, and I shall drive them of Ba'alah to Mount Se'ir, passes along 
out as the LORD said." to the northern shoulder of Mount 

13 Then Joshua blessed him; and he Je'arim (that is, Ches'alon), and goes 
gave Hebron to Caleb the son of down to Beth-she'mesh, and passes 
Jephun'neh for an inheritance. 14 So along by Timnah; ll the boundary goes 
Hebron became the inheritance of out to the shoulder of the hill north of 
Caleb the son of Jephun'neh the Ken'- Ekron, then the boundary bends round 
izzite to this day, because he wholly fol- to Shik'keron, and passes along to 
lowed the LORD, the God of Israel. Mount Ba'alah, and goes out to Jabneel; 
IS Now the name of Hebron formerly then the boundary comes to an end at 
was Kir'iath-ar'ba ;i this Arba was the the sea. I2And the west boundary was 
greatest man among the Anakim. And the Great Sea with its coast-line. This 
the land had rest from war. is the boundary round about the people 

ls The lot for the tribe of the peo- of Judah according to their families. 
pie of Judah according to their 13 According to the commandment 

families reached southward to the of the LORD to Joshua, he gave to Caleb 
boundary of Edom, to the wilderness of the son of Jephun'neh a portion among 
Zin at the farthest south. 2And their the people of Judah, Kir'iath-ar'ba, that 
south boundary ran from the end of the is, Hebron (Arba was the father of 
Salt Sea, from the bay that faces south- Anak). ' 4And Caleb drove out from 
ward; l it goes out southward of the there the three sons of Anak, Sheshai 
ascent of Akrab'bim, passes along to and Ahi'man and Talmai, the de
Zin, and goes up south of Ka'desh-bar' - scendants of Anak. "And he went up 
nea, along by Hezron, up to Addar, from there against the inhabitants of 
turns about to Karka, 4 passes along to Debir; now the name of Debir formerly 
Azmon, goes out by the Brook of was Kir'iath-se'pher. 16And Caleb said, 
Egypt, and comes to its end at the sea. "Whoever smites Kir'iath-se'pher, and 
This shall be your south boundary. takes it, to him will I give Achsah my 
'And the east boundary is the Salt Sea, daughter as wife." 17And Oth'ni-el th~ 
to the mouth of the Jordan. And the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, 
boundary on the north side runs from took it; and he gave him Achsah his 
the bay of the sea at the mouth of the daughter as wife. IH When she came to 
i That IS The dry of Arba 
15.14-19: judg 1.10-15, 20. 
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him, she urged him to ask her father for Kir'iath-ar'ba (that is, Hebron), and 
a field; and she alighted from her ass, Zi'or: nine cities with their villages. 
and Caleb said to her, "What do you 55 Ma'on, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 
wish?" 19 She said to him, "Give me a 56 Jezreel, Jok'de-am, Zano'ah, 57 Kain, 
present; since you have set me in the Gib'e-ah, and Timnah: ten cities with 
land of the Negeb, give me also springs their villages. 
of water." And Caleb gave her the 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, 59 Ma'-
upper springs and the lower springs. arath, Beth-anoth, and El'tekon: six 

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe cities with their villages. 
of the people of Judah according to their 60 Kir'iath-ba'al (that is, Kir'iath-je'
families. 21 The cities belonging to the arim), and Rabbah: two cities with their 
tribe of the people of Judah in the ex- villages. 
treme South, toward the boundary of 61 In the wilderness, Beth-arabah, 
Edom, were Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, Middin, Seca'cah, 62 Nibshan, the City 
22 Kinah, Dimo'nah, Ada'dah, 23 Ke- of Salt, and En-ge'di: six cities with 
desh, Hazor, lthnan, 24 Ziph, Telem, their villages. 
Bealoth, 25 Ha'zor-hadat'tah, Ker'i- 63 But the Jeb'usites, the inhabitants 
oth-hezron (that is, Hazor), 26Amam, of Jerusalem, the people of Judah could 
Shema, Mola'dah, 27 Ha'zar-gad'dah, not drive out; so the Jeb'usites dwell 
Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 28 Hazar-shu'al, with the people of Judah at Jerusalem 
Beer-sheba, Biziothi'ah, 29 Ba'alah, I'- to this day. 
im, Ezem, 30 Elto'lad, Chesil, Hormah, 16 The allounent of the descend-
31 Ziklag, Madman'nah, Sansan'nah, ants of Joseph went from the Jor-
12 Leba'oth, Shilhim, A'in, and Rim- dan by Jericho, east of the waters of 
mon: in all, twenty-nine cities, with Jericho, into the wilderness, going up 
their villages. from Jericho into the hill country to 

33 And in the lowland, Esh'ta-ol, Bethel; 2 then going from Bethel to 
Zorah, Ashnah, 34 Zano'ah, En-gan'- Luz, it passes along to At'aroth, the 
nim, Tap'pu-ah, Enam, 35 Jarmuth, territory of the Archites; 3 then it goes 
Adullam, Socoh, Aze'kah, 36 Sha-ara' - down westward to the territory of the 
im, Aditha'im, Gede'rah, Gederotha'- Japh'letites, as far as the territory of 
im: fourteen cities with their villages. Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer, and 

37 Zenan, Hadash'ah, Mig'dal-gad, it ends at the sea. 
38 Di'lean, Mizpeh, Jok'theel, 39 La- 4 The people of Joseph, Manas'seh 
chish, Bozkath, Eglon, 40 Cabbon, Lah- and E'phraim, received their inherit
mam, Chitlish, 41 Gede'roth, Beth-da'- ance. 
gon, Na'amah, and Makke'dah: sixteen 5 The territory of the E'phraimites by 
cities with their village.s. their families was as follows: the bound-

42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 43 lphtah, ary of their inheritance on the east was 
Ashnah, Nezib, 44 Kei'lah, Achzib, and At'aroth-ad'dar as far as Upper Bech
Mare'shah: nine cities with their horon, 6 and the boundary goes thence 
villages. co the sea; on the north is Michme' -

45 Ekron, with its Cowns and ics thath; then on the east the boundary 
villages; 46 from Ekron to the sea, all turns round toward Ta'anath-shi'loh, 
that were by the side of Ashdod, with and passes along beyond it on the cast 
their villages. to Jano'ah, 7 then it goes down from 

.17 A>hdod, its towns and its villages; Jano'ah to At'aroth and to Na'arah, and 
Gaza, its towns and its villages; to the touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan. 
Brook of Egypt, and the Great Sea with 8 From Tap'pu-ah the boundary goes 
its coast-line. westward to the brook Kanah, and ends 

48 And in the hill country, Shamir, at the sea. Such is the inheritance of 
Jattir, Socoh, 49 Dannah, Kir'iath-san'- the tribe of the E'phraimites by their 
nah (that is, Debir), 5UAnab, Esh'- families, 9 together with the towns 
temoh, Anim, 51 Goshen, Holon, and which were set apart for the E'phraim
Giloh: eleven cities with their vii- ires within the inheritance of the 
!ages. Manas'sites, all those towns with their 

52 Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 5J Janim, villages. 10 However they did not drive 
Beth-tap'pu-ah, Aphe'kah, s~ Humtah, out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: 
15.63: judg 1.21; 2 Sam 5.6. 16.IO: juug 1.29. 



JOSHUA 16 204 Tent of meetin,; at Shiloh 
so the Canaanites have dwelt in the and the inhabitants of Dor and its 
midst of E'phraim to this day but have villages, and the inhabitants of En-dor 
become slaves to do forced labor. and its villages, and the inhabitants of 

17 Then allotment was made to the Ta'anach and its villages, and the in
tribe of Manas'seh, for he was the habitants of Megid'do and its villages; 

first-born of Joseph. To Machir the the third is Naphath.i 12 Yet the sons of 
first-born of Manas'seh, the father of Manas'seh could not take possession of 
Gilead, were allotted Gilead and those cities; but the Canaanites per
Bashan, because he was a man of war. sisted in dwelling in that land. Ll But 
~And allotments were made to the rest when the people of Israel grew strong, 
of the tribe of Manas'seh, by their they put the Canaanites to forced labor, 
families, Abi-e'zer, Helek, As'ri-el, and did not utterly drive them out. 
Shechem, Hepher, and Shemi'da; these 14 And the tribe of Joseph spoke to 
were the male descendants of Manas'seh Joshua, saying, "Why have you given 
the son of Joseph, by their families. me but one lot and one portion as an 

3 Now Zelo'phe-had the son of inheritance, although I am a numerous 
Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, people, since hitherto the LORD has 
son of Manas'seh, had no sons, but only blessed me?" lSAnd Joshua said to 
daughters; and these are the names of them, "If you are a numerous people, 
his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, go up to the foresc, and there clear 
Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 They came before ground for yourselves in the land of the 
Elea'zar the priest and Joshua the son Per'izzices and the Reph'aim, since the 
of Nun and the leaders, and said, "The hill country of E'phraim is too narrow 
LORD commanded Moses to give us an for you." 16 The tribe of Joseph said, 
inheritance along with our brethren." "The hill country is not enough for us; 
So according to the commandment of yet all the Canaanites who dwell in the 
the LORD he gave them an inheritance plain have chariots of iron, both chose in 
among the brethren of their father. Beth-she'an and its villages and those 
; Thus there fell to Manas'seh ten por- in the Valley of Jezreel." 17 Then Joshua 
tions, besides the land of Gilead and said to the house of Joseph, to E'
Bashan, which is on the other side of the phraim and Manas'seh, "You are a 
Jordan; 6 because the daughters of numerous people, and have great power; 
Manas'seh received an inhericance along you shall not have one lot only, 18 but 
with his sons. The land of Gilead was the hill country shall be yours, for 
allotted to the rest of the Manas'sites. though ic is a foresc, you shall clear it 

7 The territory of Manas'seh reached and possess it to its farthest borders; for 
from Asher to Michrne'thath, which is you shall drive out the Canaanites, 
east of Shechem; then the boundary though they have chariots of iron, and 
goes along southward to the inhabitants though they are strong." 
of En-tap'pu-ah. R The land of Tap'pu- 18 Then the whole congregation of 
ah belonged to Manas'seh, but the town the people of Israel assembled at 
of Tap'pu-ah on the boundary of Ma- Shiloh, and set up the tent of meeting 
nas'seh belonged to the sons of E'- there; the land lay subdued before 
phraim. 9 Then the boundary went them. 
down to the brook Kanah. The cities 2 There remained among the people 
here, to the south of the brook, among of Israel seven tribes whose inheritance 
the cities of Manas'seh, belong to E'- had not yet been apportioned. -1 So 
phraim. Then the boundary of Manas'- Joshua said to the people of Israel, 
seh goes on the north side of the brook "How long will you be slack to go in and 
and ends at the sea; 10 the land to the take possession of the land, which the 
south being E'phraim's and that to the LORD, the God of your fathers, has 
north being Manas'seh's, with the sea given you? 4 Provide three men from 
forming its boundary; on the north each tribe, and I will send them out that 
Asher is reached, and on the east Is'- they may set out and go up and down 
sachar. l lAlso in Is'sachar and in Asher the land, writing a description of it with 
Manas'seh had Beth-she'an and its a view to their inheritances, and then 
villages, and lb'le-am and its villages, come to me. 5 They shall divide it into 

J Heb obscure 
17.3-4: Num 26.ll; 27.1-7. 17.11-13: Judg 1.27-28. 
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seven portions, Judah continuing in his tain that overlooks the valley of the son 
territory on the south, and the house of of Hinnom, which is at the north end of 
Joseph in their territory on the north. the valley of Reph'aim; and it then goes 
6And you shall describe the land in down the valley of Hinnom, south of the 
seven divisions and bring the descrip- shoulder of the Jeb'usites, and down
tion here to me; and I will cast lots for ward to En-ro'gel; 17 then it bends in a 
you here before the LORD our God. northerly direction going on to En-
7 The Levites have no portion among she'mesh, and thence goes to Geli'loth, 
you, for the priesthood of the LORD is which is opposite the ascent of Adum'
their heritage; and Gad and Reuben mim; then it goes down to the Stone of 
and half the tribe of Manas'seh have re- Bohan the son of Reuben; 18 and pass
ceived their inheritance beyond the ing on to the north of the shoulder of 
Jordan eastward, which Moses the Beth-arabah1 it goes down to the Ara
servant of the LORD gave them." bah; lY then the boundary passes on to 

8 So the men started on their way; the north of the shoulder of Beth-hog
and Joshua charged those who went to lah; and the boundary ends at the 
write the description of the land, saying, northern bay of the Salt Sea, at the 
"Go up and down and write a descrip- south end of the Jordan: this is the 
tion of the land, and come again to southern border. 20 The Jordan forms 
me; and I will cast lots for you here be- its boundary on the eastern side. This is 
fore the LORD in Shiloh." Y So the men the inheritance of the tribe of Ben
went and passed up and down in the jamin, according to its families, bound
land and set down in a book a descrip- ary by boundary round about. 
tion of it by towns in seven divisions; 21 Now the cities of the tribe of 
then they came to Joshua in the camp Benjamin according to their families 
at Shiloh, 10 and Joshua cast lots for were Jericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-ke'
them in Shiloh before the LORD; and ziz, 22 Beth-arabah, Zemara'im, Bethel, 
there Joshua apportioned the land to the 23Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24 Che'phar
people of Israel, to each his portion. am'moni, Ophni, Geba-twelve cities 

11 The lot of the tribe of Benjamin with their villages: 25 Gibeon, Ramah, 
according to its families came up, and Be-er'oth, 26 Mizpeh, Chephi'rah, Mo
the territory allotted to it fell between zah, 27 Rekem, lrpeel, Tar'alah, 28 Zela, 
the tribe of Judah and the tribe of Ha-eleph, Jebusm (that is, Jerusalem), 
Joseph. 12 On the north side their Gib'e-ah 11 and Kir'iath-je'arim 0 -four
boundary began at the Jordan; then the teen cities with their villages. This is the 
boundary goes up to the shoulder north inheritance of the· tribe of Benjamin 
of Jericho, then up through the hill according to its families. 
country westward; and it ends at the 19 The second lot came out for 
wilderness of Beth-a'ven. 13 From there Simeon, for the tribe of Simeon, 
the boundary passes along southward in according to its families; and its in
the direction of Luz, to the shoulder of heritance was in the midst of the in
Luz (the same is Bethel), then the heritance of the tribe of Judah. 2And it 
boundary goes down to At'aroth-ad'dar, had for its inheritance Beer-sheba, 
upon the mountain that lies south of Sheba, Mola'dah, 3 Hazar-shu'al, Balah, 
Lower Beth-horon. 14 Then the bound- Ezem, 4 Elto'lad, Bethul, Hormah, 
ary goes in another direction, turning on s Ziklag, Beth-mar'caboth, Ha'zar-su'
the western side southward from the sah, 6 Beth-leba'oth, and Sharu'hen
mountain that lies to the south, opposite thirteen cities with their villages; 7 En
Beth-horon, and it ends at Kir'iath-ba'al rim'mon, Ether, and Ashan-four cities 
(that is, Kir'iath-je'arim), a city belong- with their villages; 8 together with all 
ing to the tribe of Judah. This forms the the villages round about these cities as 
western side. 15And the southern side far as Ba'alath-beer, Ramah of the 
begins at the outskirts of Kir'iath-je'- Negeb. This was the inheritance of the 
arim; and the boundary goes from there tribe of Simeon according to its fami
to Ephron,,. to the spring of the Waters lies. Y The inheritance of the tribe of 
of Nephto'ah; 16 then the boundary Simeon formed part of the territory of 
goes down to the border of the moun- Judah; because the portion of the tribe 
/.: Cn See 15.9. Heb westward 1 Gk: Heb lo the shoulder over against rhe Arabah 
"'Gk Syr Vg: Heb 1he ]ebuslte "Heb <J1beath 0 Gk: Heb Kfrlt:uh 
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of Judah was too large for them, the 
tribe of Simeon obtained an inheritance 
in the midst of their inheritance. 

10 The third lot came up for the tribe 
of Zeb'ulun, according to its families. 
And the territory of its inheritance 
reached as far as Sarid; 11 then its 
boundary goes up westward, and on to 
Mar'eal, and touches Dab'besheth, then 
the brook which is east of Jok'ne-am; 
12 from Sarid it goes in the other direc
tion eastward toward the sunrise to the 
boundary of Chis'loth-ta'bor; thence it 
goes to Dab'erath, then up to Japhi'a; 
l.l from there it passes along on the east 
toward the sunrise to Gath-hepher, to 
Eth-kazin, and going on to Rimmon it 
bends toward Ne'ah; 14 then on the 
north the boundary turns about to 
Han'narhon, and it ends at the valley of 
Iph'tahel; 1 s and Kattath, Na'halal, 
Shimron, l'dalah, and Bethlehem
twelve cities with their villages. 16 This 
is the inheritance of the tribe of Zeb'
ulun, according to its families-these 
cities with their villages. 

17 The fourth lot came our for Is' -
sachar, for the tribe of Is'sachar, accord
ing to its families. 18 Its territory in
cluded Jezreel, Chesul'loth, Shunem, 
19 Haph'ara-im, Shion, Ana'harath, 
20 Rabbith, Kish'ion, Ebez, 21 Remerh, 
En-gan'nim, En-had'dah, Beth-paz' -
zez; 22 the boundary also touches Tabor, 
Shahazu'mah, and Beth-she'mesh, and 
its boundary ends at the Jordan-six
teen cities with their villages. 23 This is 
the inheritance of the tribe of Is'sachar, 
according to its families-the cities with 
their villages. 

24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe 
of Asher according to its families. 2s I ts 
territory included Helkarh, Hali, Beren, 
Ach'shaph, 2<>Allam'melech, Amad, and 
Misha!; on the west it touches Carmel 
and Shihor-lib'narh, 27 then it turns 
eastward, it goes to Beth-da'gon, and 
touches Zeb'ulun and the valley of 
lph'tah-el northward to Beth-emek and 
Nei'el; then it continues in the north to 
Cabul, 28 Ebron, Rehob, Ham'mon, 
Kanah, as far as Sidon the Great; 
29 then the boundary turns to Ramah, 
reaching to the fortified city of Tyre; 
then the boundary turns to Hosah, and 
it ends at the sea; Mahalab,P Achzib, 
30 Ummah, Aphek and Rehob--twenty-
11 Cn Compare Gk: Heb M!!hebel 
19.47: judg 18.27-31. 

two cities with their villages. 31 This is 
the inheritance of the tribe of Asher ac
cording to its families-these cities with 
their villages. 

32 The sixth lot came out for the 
tribe of Naph'tali, for the tribe of 
Naph'tali, according to its families . 
. HAnd its boundary ran from Heleph, 
from the oak in Za-anan'nim, and Ad'
ami-nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lak
kum; and it e11ded at the Jordan; 34 then 
the boundary turns westward to Az' -
noth-tabor, and goes from there to 
Hukkok, touching Zeb'ulun at the 
south, and Asher on the west, and Ju
dah on the east at the Jordan. 35 The 
fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Ham
math, Rakkath, Chin'nereth, 36Ad'
amah, Ramah, Hazor, 37 Kedesh, Ed'
re-i, En-ha'zor, 38 Yiron, Mig'dal-el, 
Horem, Beth-anarh, and Beth-she' -
mesh-nineteen cities with their vil
lages. 39 This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of Naph'tali according to its 
families-the cities with their villages. 

40 The seventh lot came out for the 
tribe of Dan, according to its families. 
41And the territory of its inheritance in
cluded Zorah, Esh'ta-ol, Ir-she'mesh, 
42 Sha-alab'bin, Ai'jalon, lthlah, 4.\ Elon, 
Timnah, Ekron, 44 El'rekeh, Gib' -
bethon, Ba'alath, 45 Jehud, Bene-be' -
rak, Gath-rim'mon, 46 and Me-jar'kon 
and Rakkon with the territorv over 
against Joppa. 47 When the territory of 
the Danites was lost to them, the 
Danites went up and fought against 
Leshem, and after capturing it and put
ting it to the sword they took possession 
of it and settled in it, calling Leshem, 
Dan, after the name of Dan their 
ancestor. 48 This is the inheritance of 
the tribe of Dan, according to their 
families-these cities with their villages. 

49 When they had finished distrib
uting the several territories of the land 
as inheritances, the people of Israel gave 
an inheritance among them to Joshua 
the son of Nun. so By command of the 
LORD they gave him the city which he 
asked, Tim'nath-se'rah in the hill coWl
try of E'phraim; and he rebuilt the city, 
and settled in it. 

51 These are the inheritances which 
Elea'zar the priest and Joshua the son 
of Nun and the heads of the fathers' 
houses of the tribes of the people of 
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Israel distributed by lot at Shiloh before Israel gave to the Levites the following 
the LORD, at the door of the tent of cities and pasture lands out of their in
meeting. So they finished dividing the heritance. 
land. 4 The lot came out for the families of 

20 Then the LORD said to Joshua, the Ko'hathites. So those Levites who 
2 "Say to the people of Israel, were descendants of Aaron the priest 

'Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I received by lot from the tribes of Ju
spoke to you through Moses, ·1 that the dah, Simeon, and Benjamin, thirteen 
manslayer who kills any person without cities. 
intent or unwittingly may flee there; 5 And the rest of the Ko'hathites re
they shall be for you a refuge from the ceived by lot from the families of the 
avenger of blood. 4 He shall flee to one tribe of E 'phraim, from the tribe of Dan 
of these cities and shall stand at the and the half-tribe of Nlanas'seh, ten 
entrance of the gate of the city, and ex- cities. 
plain his case to the elders of that city; 6 The Gershonites received by lot 
then they shall take him into the city, from the families of the tribe of Is'
and give him a place, and he shall re- sachar, from the tribe of Asher, from 
main with them. 5And if the avenger of the tribe of Naph'tali, and from the 
blood pursues him, they shall not give half-tribe of Manas'seh in Bashan, thir
up the slayer into his hand; because he teen cities. 
killed his neighbor unwittingly, having 7 The Merar'ites according to their 
had no enmity against him in times families received from the tribe of 
past. 6And he shall remain in that city Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe 
until he has stood before the congrega- of Zeb'ulun, twelve cities. 
tion for judgment, until the death of 8 These cities and their pasture lands 
him who is high priest at the time: then the people of Israel gave by lot to the 
the slayer may go again to his own town Levites, as the LORD had commanded 
and his own home, to the town from through Moses. 
which he fled.'" 9 Out of the tribe of Judah and the 

7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee tribe of Simeon they gave the following 
in the hill country of Naph'tali, and cities mentioned by name, 10 which 
Shechem in the hill country of E'- went to the descendants of Aaron, one 
phraim, and Kir'iath-ar'ba (that is, of the families of the Ko'hathites who 
Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. belonged to the Levites; since the lot 
8And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, fell to them first. 11 They gave them 
they appointed Bezer in the wilderness Kir'iath-ar'ba (Arba being the father of 
on the tableland, from the tribe of Anak), that is Hebron, in the hill coun
Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from try of Judah, along with the pasture.: 
the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan, lands round about it. 12 But the fields of 
from the tribe of Manas'seh. 9 These the city and its villages had been given 
were the cities designated for all the to Caleb the son of Jephun'neh as his 
people of Israel, and for the stranger so- possession. 
journing among them, that any one who 13 And to the descendants of Aaron 
killed a person without intent could the priest they gave Hebron, the city of 
flee there, so that he might not die by refuge for the slayer, with its pasture 
the hand of the avenger of blood, till he lands, Libnah with its pasture lands, 
~tood before the congregation. 14 Jattir with its pasture lands, Esh-

21 Then the heads of the fathers' temo'a with its pasture lands, 15 Holon 
houses of the Levites came to with its pasture lands, Debir with its 

Elea'zar the priest and to Joshua the son pasture lands, l<>A'in with its pasture 
of Nun and to the heads of the fathers' lands, Juttah with its pasture lands, 
houses of the tribes of the people of Beth-she'mesh with its pasture lands
Israel; 2 and they said to them at Shiloh nine cities out of these two tribes; 
in the land of Canaan, "The LORD com- 17 then out of the tribe of Benjamin, 
manded through Moses that we be Gibeon with its pasture lands, Geba 
given cities to dwell in, along with their with its pasture lands, IKAn'athoth with 
pasture lands for our cattle." .1 So by its pasture lands, and Almon with its 
command of the LORD the people of pasture lands-four cities. 19 The cities 
20.2-9: Num }5.6-14; Dcut 4.41-43; 19.1-ll. 21.1-42: Num 15.1-8; I Chron 6.54-81. 
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of the descendants of Aaron, the priests, pasture lands-four cities; 3H and out of 
were in all thirteen cities with their the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with 
pasture lands. its pasture lands, the city of refuge for 

20 As to the rest of the Ko'hathites the slayer, Mahana'im with its pasture 
belonging to the Ko'hathite families of lands, 39 Heshbon with its pasture 
the Levites, the cities allotted to them lands, Jazer with its pasture lands-four 
were out of the tribe of E'phraim. 21 To cities in all. 4DAs for the cities of the 
them were given Shechem, the city of several Merar'ite families, that is, the 
refuge for the slayer, with its pasture remainder of the families of the Levites, 
lands in the hill country of E'phraim, those allotted to them were in all twelve 
Gezer with its pasture lands, 22 Kib'za- cities. 
im with its pasture lands, Beth-horon 41 The cities of the Levites in the 
with its pasture lands-four cities; midst of the possession of the people of 
23 and out of the tribe of Dan, El'teke Israel were in all forty-eight cities with 
with its pasture lands, Gib'bethon with their pasture lands. 42 These cities had 
its pasture lands, 24Ai'jalon with its pas- each its pasture lands round about it; 
cure lands, Gath-rim'mon with its pas- so it was with all these cities. 
ture lands-four cities; 25 and out of the 43 Thus the LORD gave to Israel all 
half-tribe of Manas'seh, Ta'anach with the land which he swore to give to their 
its pasture lands, and Gath-rim'mon fathers; and having taken possession of 
with its pasture lands-two cities. it, they settled there. 44And the LORD 
26 The cities of the families of the rest of gave them rest on every side just as he 
the Ko'hathites were ten in all with had sworn to their fathers; not one of 
their pasture lands. all their enemies had withstood them, 

27 And to the Gershonites, one of the for the LORD had given all their enemies 
families of the Levites, were given out into their hands. 45 Not one of all the 
of the half-tribe of Manas'seh, Golan in good promises which the LORD had 
Bashan with its pasture lands, the city of made to the house of Israel had failed; 
refuge for the slayer, and Be-esh'terah all came to pass. 
with its pasture lands-two cities; 28 and 22 Then Joshua summoned the 
out of the tribe of Is'sachar, Kish' - Reubenites, and the Gadites, and 
ion with its pasture lands, Dab'erath the half-tribe of Manas'seh, 2 and said 
with its pasture lands, 29 Jannuth with to them, "You have kept all that Moses 
its pasture lands, En-gan'nim with its the servant of the LORD commanded 
pasture lands-four cities; 30 and out of you, and have obeyed my voice in all 
the tribe of Asher, Misha! with its pas- that I have commanded you; ·'you 
ture lands, Abdon with its pasture have not forsaken your brethren these 
lands, 31 Helkath with its pasture lands, many days, down to this day, but have 
and Rehob with its pasture lands-four been careful to keep the charge of the 
cities; 32 and out of the tribe of Naph'- LORD your God. 4And now the LORD 
tali, Kedesh in Galilee with its pasture your God has given rest to your breth
lands, the city of refuge for the slayer, ren, as he promised them; therefore 
Ham'moth-dor with its pasture lands, tum and go to your home in the land 
and Kartan with its pasture lands- where your possession lies, which 
three cities. ·'-' The cities of the several Moses the servant of the LORD gave you 
families of the Gershonites were in on the other side of the Jordan. 5 Take 
all thir1ecn cities with their pasture good care to observe the commandment 
lands. and the law which Moses the servant of 

34 And to the rest of the Levites, the the LORD commanded you, to love the 
Merar'ite families, were given out of the LORD your God, and to walk in all his 
tribe of Zeb'ulun, Jok'ne-am with its ways, and to keep his commandments. 
pasture lands, Kartah with its pasture and to cleave to him, and to serve him 
lands, .15 Dimnah with its pasture lands, with all your heart and with all your 
Na'halal with its pasture lands-four soul." 6 So Joshua blessed them, and 
cities; .16 and out of the tribe of Reuben, sent them away; and they went to their 
Bezer with its pasture lands, Jahaz with homes. 
its pasture lands, .l7 Ked'emoth with its 7 Now to the one half of the tribe of 
pasture lands, and Meph'a-ath with its Manas'seh Moses had given a posses-
22.1-34: Num 12.20-22; Josh I .12- IH. 
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sion in Bashan; but to the other half 
Joshua had given a possession beside 
their brethren in the land west of the 
Jordan. And when Joshua sent them 
away co their homes and blessed them, 
b he said to them, ·'Go back to your 
homes with much wealth, and with very 
many cattle, with silver, gold, bronze, 
and iron, and with much clothing; 
divide the spoil of your enemies with 
your brethren." 9 So the Reubenites 
and the Gadites and the half-tribe of 
Manas'seh returned home, parting from 
the people of Israel at Shiloh, which is 
in the land of Canaan, to go to the land 
of Gilead, their own land of which they 
had possessed themselves by command 
of the LORD through Moses. 

10 And when they came to the region 
about the Jordan, tha1 lies in the land of 
Canaan, the Reubenites and the Gad.ices 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh built 
there an altar by the Jordan, an altar of 
great size. I IAnd the people of Israel 
heard say, "'Behold, the Reubenites and 
the Gaclites and the half-tribe of 
Manas'seh have built an altar at the 
frontier of the land of Canaan, in the 
region about the Jordan, on the side 
that belongs to the people of Israel." 
12And when the people of Israel heard 
of it, the whole assembly of the people 
of Israel gathered at Shiloh, to make 
war against them. 

13 Then the people of Israel sent to 
the Reubenites and the Gadites and the 
half-tribe of Manas'seh, in the land of 
Gilead, Phin'chas the son of Elea'zar the 
priest, 14 and with him ten chiefs, one 
from each of the tribal families of Israel, 
every one of them the head of a family 
among the clans of Israel. ISAnd they 
came to the Reubenites, the Gad.ires, 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh, in the 
land of Gilead, and they said to them, 
16 "'Thus says the whole congregation 
of the LORD, 'What is this treachery 
which you have committed against the 
God of Israel in turning away this day 
from following the LORD, by building 
yourselves an altar this day in rebellion 
against the LORD? 17 Have we not had 
enough of the sin at Pe'or from which 
even yet we have not cleansed ourselves, 
and for which there came a plague upon 
the congregation of the LORD, 18 that 
you must turn away this day from fol
lowing the LORD? And if you rebel 
against the LORD today he will be angry 

with the whole congregation of Israel 
tomorrow. 19 But now, if your land is 
unclean, pass over into the LoRD's land 
where the LoRD's tabernacle stands, and 
take for yourselves a possession among 
us; only do not rebel against the LORD, 
or make us as rebels by building your
selves an altar other than the altar of the 
LORD our God. 20 Did not Achan the 
son of Zerah break faith in the matter of 
the devoted things, and wrath fell upon 
all the congregation of Israel? And he 
did not perish alone for his iniquity.'" 

21 Then the Reubenites, the Gadites, 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh said 
in answer to the heads of the families 
of Israel, 22 "The Mighty One, God, 
the LORD! The Mighty One, God, the 
LORD! He knows; and let Israel itself 
know! If it was in rebellion or in breach 
of faith toward the LORD, spare us not 
today 23 for building an altar to turn 
away from following the LORD; or if we 
did so to offer burnt offerings or cereal 
offerings or peace offerings on it, may 
the LORD himself take vengeance. 
24 Nay, but we did it from fear that in 
time to come your children might say to 
our children, 'What have you to do with 
the LORD, the God of Israel? 25 For the 
LORD has made the Jordan a boundary 
between us and you, you Reubenites 
and Gadites; you have no portion in the 
LoRD.' So your children might make 
our children cease to worship the LORD. 
26 Therefore we said, 'Let us now build 
an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for 
sacrifice, 27 but to be a witness between 
us and you, and between the generations 
after us, that we do perform the service 
of the LORD in his presence with our 
burnt offerings and sacrifices and peace 
offerings; Jest your children say to our 
children in time to come, "You have no 
portion in the LORD."' 28And we 
thought, If this should be said to us or 
to our descendants in time to come, we 
should say, 'Behold the copy of the 
altar of the LORD, which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offerings, nor for 
sacrifice, but to be a witness between us 
and you.' 29 Far be it from us that we 
should rebel against the LORD, and tum 
away this day from following the LORD 
by building an altar for burnt offering, 
cereal offering, or sacrifice, other than 
the altar of the LORD our God that 
stands before his tabernacle!" 

30 When Phin 'ehas the priest and the 
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chiefs of the congregation, the heads of great and strong nations; and as for you, 
the families of Israel who were with no man has been able to withstand you 
him, heard the words that the Reu- to this day. IO One man of you puts to 
benites and the Gadites and the Manas'- flight a thousand, since it is the LORD 
sites spoke, it pleased them well. 31And your God who fights for you, as he 
Phin'ehas tht" son of Elea'zar the priest promised you. II Take good heed to 
said to the Reubenites and the Gadites yourselves, therefore, to love the LORD 
and the Manas'sites, "Today we know your God. 12 For if you turn back, and 
that the LoRD is in the midst of us, be- join the remnant of these nations left 
cause you have not committed this here among you, and make marriages 
treachery against the LORD; now you with them, so that you marry their 
have saved the people of Israel from the women and they yours, 13 know as
hand of the LoRD." suredly that the LoRD your God will 

32 Then Phin 'eh as the son of El ea' zar not continue to drive out these nations 
the priest, and the chiefs, returned from before you; but they shall be a snare and 
the Reubenites and the Gadites in the a trap for you, a scourge on your sides, 
land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to and thorns in your eyes, all you perish 
the people of Israel, and brought back from off this good land which the LORD 
word to them. -13And the report pleased your God has given you. 
the people of Israel; and the people of 14 "And now I am about to go the 
Israel blessed God and spoke no more way of all the earth, and you know in 
of making war against them, to destroy your hearts and souls, all of you, that 
the land where the Reubenites and the not one thing has failed of all the 
Gadites were settled. 34 The Reubenites good things which the LORD your God 
and the Gadites called the altar Wit- promised concerning you; all have come 
ness; "For," said they, "it is a witness to pass for you, not one of them has 
between us that the LORD is God." failed. 15 But just as all the good things 

23 A long time afterward, when the which the LORD your God promised 
LORD had given rest to Israel concerning you have been fulfilled for 

from all their enemies round about, and you, so the LORD will bring upon you all 
Joshua was old and well advanced in the evil things, until he have destroyed 
years, 2 Joshua summoned all Israel, you from off this good land which the 
their elders and heads, their judges and LORD your God has given you, 16 if you 
officers, and said to them, "I am now transgress the covenant of the LORD your 
old and well advanced in years: 3 and God, which he commanded you, and go 
you have seen all that the LORD your and serve other gods and bow down to 
God has done to all these nations for them. Then the anger of the LoRD will 
your sake, for it i' the LORD your God be kindled against you, and you shall 
who has fought for you. 4 Behold, I have perish quickly from off the good land 
allotted to you as an inheritance for your which he has given to you." 
tribes those nations that remain, along 24 Then Joshua gathered all the 
with all the nations that I have already tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 
cut off, from the Jordan to the Great summoned the elders, the heads, the 
Sea in the west. s The LORD your God judges, and the officers of Israel; and 
will push them back before you, and they presented themselves before God. 
drive them out of your sight; and you 2And Joshua said to all the people, 
shall possess their land, as the LORD "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
your God promised you. 6 Therefore be 'Your fathers lived of old beyond the 
very steadfast to keep and do all that is Eu-phra'tes, Terah, the father of Abra
written in the book of the law of Moses, ham and of Nahor; and they served 
turning aside from it neither to the right other gods .. 1 Then I took your father 
hand nor to the left, 7 that you may not Abraham from beyond the River and 
be mixed with these nations left here led him throu~h all the land of Canaan, 
among you, or make mention of the and made his- offspring many. I gave 
names of their gods, or swear by them, him Isaac; 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob 
or serve them, or bow down yourselves and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill 
to them, x but cleave to the LORD vour country of Se'ir to possess, but Jacob 
God as you have done to this day. 0· For and his children went down to Egypt. 
the LORD has driven out before you 5And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I 
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plagucd Egyp! with what I did in the served us in all the way that we went, 
midst of it; and afterwards I brought and among all the pcoples through 
vou out. h Thcn I brought your fathers whom we passed ; 1 ~ and the LORD drove 
out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; out before us all rhe peoples, the 
and the Egyptians pursued your fathers Amorites who lived in the land; there
with chariots and horsemen to the Red fore we also will serve the LORD, for he 
Sea. 7 And when they cried to the Lo RD, is our God." 
he put darkness between you and the 19 But Joshua said to the people, 
Egyptians, and made the sea come upon "You cannot serve the LORD; for he is 
them and cover them; and your cyes a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will 
saw what I did to Egypt; and you lived not forgive your transgressions or your 
in the wilderness a long time. H Then I sins. 211 If you for~ake the LORD and 
brought you to the land of the Amoritcs, serve foreign gods, then hi: will turn and 
who lived on the other side of the Jor- do you harm, and consume you, after 
dan; they fought with you, and I gave having done you good." 21 And the 
them into your hand, and you took people said to Joshua, "Nay; but we will 
possession of their land, and I destroyed serve the LORD." 22 Then Joshua said to 
them before you. <J Then Balak the son the people, "You are witnesses against 
of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and yourselves that you have chosen the 
fought against Israel; and he sent and LORD, to serve him." And they said, 
invited Balaam the son of Be' or to curse "We are witnesses." 2.\ He said, "Then 
you, 111 but I would not listen to Balaam; put away the foreign gods which are 
therefore he blessed you; so I delivered among you, and incline your heart to the 
you out of his hand. llAnd you went LORD, the God of Israel." 2~And the 
over the Jordan and came to Jericho, people said to Joshua, "The LORD our 
and the men of Jericho fought against God we will serve, and his voice we will 
you, and also the Amorites, the Pcr'iz- obey." 25 So Joshua made a covenant 
zites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the with the people that day, and made 
Gir'gashites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'- statutes and ordinances for them at 
usites; and I gave them into your hand. Shcchem. 2°And Joshua wrote these 
12And I sent the hornet before you, words in the book of the law of God; 
which drove them out before you, the and he took a great stone, and set it up 
two kings of the Amorites; it was not by there under the oak in the sanctuary of 
your sword or by your bow. 13 I gave the LORD. 17And Joshua said to all the 
you a land on which you had not people, "Behold, this stone shall be a 
labored, and cities which you had not witness against us; for it has ht:ard all 
built, and you dwell therein; you eat the the words of the LORD which he spoke 
fruit of vineyards and oliveyards which to us; therefore it shall be a witness 
you did not plant.' against you, lest you deal falsely with 

14 "Now therefore fear the LORD, and your God." 2~ So Joshua sent the people 
serve him in sincerity and in faithful- away, every man to his inheritance. 
ness; put away the gods which your fa- 29 After these things Joshua the son 
thers served beyond the River, and in of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, 
Egypt, and serve the LORD. ISAnd if you being a hundred and ten years old. 
be unwilling to serve the LORD, choose 10And they buried him in his own in
this day whom you will serve, whether heritance at Tim'nath-se'rah, which is 
rhe gods your fathers served in the re- in the hill country of E'phraim, north of 
gion beyond the River, or the gods of the mountain of Ga'ash. 
the Amoritcs in whose land you dwell; 31 And Israel served the LORD all 
but as for me and my house, we will the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
serve the LORD." the elders who outlived Joshua and had 

lo Then the people answered, "Far known all the work which the LollD did 
be it from us that we should forsake the for Israel. 
LORD, to serve other gods; 17 for it is the 32 The bones of Joseph which the 
LoRD our God who brought us and our people of Israel brought up from Egypt 
fathers up from the land of Egypt, out were buried at Shechem, in the portion 
ol the house of bondage, and who did of ground which Jacob bought from the 
those great signs in our sight, and pre- sons of Hamor the father of Shechem 
24.32: Gen 50.24-25; Ex 13.19; Am 7.10. 
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for a hundred pieces of money;• it died; and they buried him at Gib'e-ah, 
became an inheritance of the descend- the town of Phin'ehas his son, which 
ants of Joseph. had been given him in the hill country 

33 And Elea'zar the son of Aaron of E'phrairn. 

THE BOOK OF 

JUDGES 

1 After the death of Joshua the peo
ple of Israel inquired of the LORD, 

"Who shall go up first for us against the 
Canaanites, to fight against them?" 
2 The LORD said, "Judah shall go up; 
behold, I have given the land into his 
hand." 3And Judah said to Simeon his 
brother, "Come up with me into the 
territory allotted to me, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites; and I like
wise will go with you into the territory 
allotted to you." So Simeon went with 
him. 4 Then Judah went up and the 
LORD gave the Canaanites and the Per' -
izzites into their hand ; and they de
feated ten thousand of them at Bezek. 
s They came upon Ado'ni-be'zek at 
Bezek, and fought against him, and de
feated the Canaanites and the Per'iz
zites. 6Ado'ni-be'zek fled; but they 
pursued him, and caught him, and cut 
off his thumbs and his great toes. 7And 
Ado'ni-be'zek said, "Seventy kings 
with their thumbs and their great toes 
cut off used to pick up scraps under my 
table; as I have done, so God has re
quited me." And they brought him to 
Jerusalem, and he died there. 

8 And the men of Judah fought 
against Jerusalem, and took it, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword, and 
set the city on fire. 9 And afterward the 
men of Judah went down to fight against 
the Canaanites who dwelt in the hill 
country, in the Negeb, and in the low
land. IOAnd Judah went against the 
Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron (now 
the name of Hebron was formerly Kir' -
iath-ar'ba); and they defeated Sheshai 
and Ahi'man and Talmai. 
'1 Heb qesitah 

11 From there they went against the 
inhabitants of Debir. The name of 
Debir was formerly Kir'iath-se'pher. 
12And Caleb said, "He who attacks 
Kir'iath-se'pher and takes it, 1 will give 
him Achsah my daughter as wife." 
l3And Oth'ni-el the son of Kenaz, 
Caleb's younger brother, took it; and 
he gave him Achsah his daughter as 
wife. 14 When she came to him, she 
urged him to ask her father for a field ; 
and she alighted from her ass, and Caleb 
said to her, "What do you wish?" 15 She 
said to him, "Give me a present; since 
you have set me in the land of the 
Negeb, give me also springs of water." 
And Caleb gave her the upper springs 
and the lower springs. 

16 And the descendants of the Ken·
ite, Moses' father-in-law, went up with 
the people of Judah from the city of 
palms into the wilderness of Judah, 
which lies in the Negeb near Arad; and 
they went and settled with the people. 
17And Judah went with Simeon his 
brother, and they defeated the Canaan
ites who inhabited Zephath, and utterly 
destroyed it. So the name of the city was 
called Hormah. 18 Judah also took Gaza 
with its territory, and Ash'kelon with its 
territory, and Ekron with its territory. 
19And the LORD was with Judah, and he 
took possession of the hill country, but 
he could not drive out the inhabitants of 
the plain, because they had chariots of 
iron. 20And Hebron was given to Caleb, 
as Moses had said; and he drove out 
from it the three sons of Anak. 21 Bur 
the people of Benjamin did not drive 
out the Jeb'usites who dwelt in Jeru-

I.JO: Josh 15.13-19. 1.10-15: Josh 15.14-19. 1.20: Josh 15.14. 
1.21: josh 15.63. 
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sakm; so the Jeb'usites have dwelt with in Sha-al'bim, but the hand of the house 
the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to of Joseph rested heavily upon them, and 
this dav. they became subject to forced labor. 

22 'I'he house of Joseph also went up 1'•And the border of the Amorites ran 
against Bethel; and the LORD was with from the ascent of Akrab'bim, from 
them. ~-1And the house of Joseph sent to Sela and upward. 
spy out Bethel. (Now the name of the 2 Now the angel of the LORD went 
city was formerly Luz.) 24And the spies up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he 
saw a man coming out of the city, and said, "I brought you up from Egypt, 
they ~aid to him, "Pray, show us the and brought you into the land which I 
way into the city, and we will deal kind- swore to give to your fathers. I said, 'I 
ly with you." 25And he showed them the will never break my covenant with you, 
way into the city; and they smote the 2 and you shall make no covenant with 
city with the edge of the sword, but they the inhabitants of this land; you shall 
let the man and all his family go. 26And break down their altars.' But you have 
the man went to the land of the Hittites not obeyed my command. What is this 
and built a city, and called its name you have done? 3 So now I say, I will 
Luz; that is its name to this day. not drive them out before you; but they 

27 Manas'seh did not drive out the shall become adversaries" to you, and 
inhabitants of Beth-she'an and its vii- their gods shall be a snare to you." 
!ages, or Ta'anach and its villages, or 4 When the angel of the LORD spoke 
the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, these words to all the people of Israel, 
or the inhabitants of Ib'le-am and its the people lifted up their voices and 
villages, or the inhabitants of Megid'do wept. SAnd they called the name of that 
and its villages; but the Canaanites per- place Boch1m ;11 and they sacrificed 
sisted in dwelling in that land. 28 When there to the LORD. 
Israel grew strong, they put the Ca- 6 When Joshua dismissed the people, 
naanites to forced labor, but did not the people of Israel went each to his 
utterly drive them out. inheritance to take possession of the 

29 And E'phraim did not drive out land. 7And the people served the LORD 
the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among of the elders who outlived Joshua, who 
them. had seen all the great work which the 

30 Zeb'ulun did not drive out the LORD had done for Israel. HAnd Joshua 
inhabitants of Kitron, or the inhabitants the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, 
of Na'halol; but the Canaanites dwelt died at the age of one hundred and ten 
among them, and became subject to years. 9And they buried him within the 
forced labor. bounds of his inheritance in Tim'nath-

31 Asher did not drive out the in- he'res, in the hill country of E'phraim, 
habitants of Acco, or the inhabitants of north of the mountain of Ga'ash. IOAnd 
Sidon, or of Ahlab, or of Achzib, or of all that generation also were gathered to 
Hclbah, or of Aphik, or of Rehob; their fathers; and there arose another 
12 but the Asherites dwelt among the generation after them, who did not 
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; know the LORD or the work which he 
for they did not drive them out. had done for Israel. 

33 Naph'tali did not drive out the II And the people of Israel did what 
inhabitants of Beth-she'mesh, or the was evil in the sight of the LORD and 
inhabitants of Beth-anath, but dwelt served the Ba'als; 12 and they forsook 
among the Canaanites, the inhabitants the LORD, the God of their fathers, who 
of the land; nevertheless the inhabitants had brought them out of the land of 
of Beth-she'mesh and of Beth-anath Egypt; they went after other gods, from 
became subject to forced labor for them. among the gods of the peoples who were 

34 The Amorites pressed the Danites round about them, and bowed down to 
back into the hill country, for they did them; and they provoked the LORD to 
not allow them to come down to the anger. I.I They forsook the LORD, and 
plain; 15 the Amorites persisted in served the Ba'als and the Ash'taroth. 
dwelling in Har-heres, in Ai'jalon, and 14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled 
11 Vg Olt..1 Lalin Compare Gk: Ilcb l1J~·J 11 That is Wapas 
1.27-28: Josh 1711·11 1.29: Josh 16.10. 2.6-9: Josh 24.2H-31 
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against Israel, and he gave them over to Hamath. 4 They were for the testing of 
plunderers, who plundered them; and Israel, to know whether Israel would 
he sold them into the power of their obey the commandments of the LORD, 
enemies round about, so that they could which he commanded their fathers by 
no longer withstand their enemies. Moses. 5 So the people of Israel dwelt 
15 Whenever they marched out, the among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
hand of the LORD was against them for Arnorites, the Per'izzites, the Hivites, 
evil, as the LORD had warned, and as the and the Jeb'usites; 6 and they took their 
LORD had sworn to them; and they were daughters to themselves for wives, and 
in sore straits. their own daughters they gave to their 

16 Then the LORD raised up judges, sons; and tht:y served their gods. 
who saved them out of the power of 7 And the people of Israel did what 
those who plundered them. 17 And yet was evil in the sight of the LORD, for
they did not listen to their judges; for getting the LORD their God, and serving 
they played the harlot after other gods the Ba'als and the Ashe'roth. 8 There
and bowed down to them; they soon fore the anger of the LORD was kindled 
turned aside from the way in which against Israel, and he sold them into the 
their fathers had walked, who had hand of Cu'shan-rishatha'irn king of 
obeyed the commandments of the Mesopota'mia; and the people of Israel 
LORD, and they did not do so. 18 When- served Cu'shan-rishatha'im eight years. 
ever the LORD raised up judges for 9 But when the people of Israel cried to 
them, the LORD was with the judge, and the LORD, the LORD raised up a de
he saved them from the hand of their liverer for the people of Israel, who de
enemies all the days of the judge; for the livered them, Oth'ni-el the son of 
LORD was moved to pity by their groan- Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10 The 
ing because of those who afflicted and Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and 
oppressed them. 19 But whenever the he judged Israel; he went out to war, 
judge died, they turned back and be- and the LORD gave Cu'shan-rishatha'
haved worse than their fathers, going im king of Mesopota'rnia into his hand; 
after other gods, serving them and bow- and his hand prevailed over Cu'shan
ing down to them; they did not drop rishatha'im. 11 So the land had rest 
any of their practices or their stubborn forty years. Then Oth'ni-el the son of 
ways. 20 So the anger of the LORD was Kenaz died. 
kindled against Israel; and he said, "Be- 12 And the people of Israel again did 
cause this people have transgressed my what was evil in the sight of the LoRD; 
covenant which I commanded their and the LORD strengthened Eglon the 
fathers, and have not obeyed my voice, king of Moab against Israel, because 
21 I will not henceforth drive out before they had done what was evil in the sight 
them any of the nations that Joshua left of the LORD. 13 He gathered to himself 
when he died, 22 that by them I may the Ammonites and the Arnal'ekites, 
test Israel, whether they will take care and went and defeated Israel; and they 
to walk in the way of the LORD as their took possession of the city of palms. 
fathers did, or not." 2.1 So the LORD left 14And the people of Israel served Eglon 
those nations, not driving them out at the king of Moab eighteen years. 
once, and he did not give them into the 15 But when the people of Israel 
power of Joshua. cried to the LORD, the LORD raised up 

3 Now these are the nations which for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of 
the LORD left, to test Israel by Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed 

them, that is, all in Israel who had no man. The people of Israel sent tribute 
experience of any war in Canaan; 2 it by him to Eglon the king of Moab. 
was only that the generations of the I6And Ehud made for himself a sword 
people of Israel might know war, that he with two edges, a cubit in length; and 
might teach war to such at least as had he girded it on his right thigh under 
not known it before. 3 These are the his clothes. 17And he presented the 
nations: the five lords of the Philistines, tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now 
and all the Canaanites, and the Sido'- Eglon was a very fat man. I~And 
nians, and the Hivites who dwelt on when Ehud had finished presenting 
Mount Lebanon, from Mount Ba'al- the tribute, he sent away the people 
her'mon as far as the entrance of that carried the tribute. 19 But he 



Deborah and Barak 215 JUDGES 4 
himself turned back at the sculptured 
stones near Gilgal, and said, "I have a 
secret message for you, 0 king." And he 
commanded, "Silence." And all his at
tendants went out from his presence. 
20And Ehud came to him, as he was 
sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. 
And Ehud said, "I have a message from 
God for you." And he arose from his 
seat. 21And Ehud reached with his left 
hand, took the sword from his right 
thigh, and thrust it into his belly; 22 and 
the hilt also went in after the blade, and 
the fat closed over the blade, for he did 
not draw the sword out of his belly; and 
the dirt came out. 23 Then Ehud went 
out into the vestibule, c and closed the 
doors of the roof chamber upon him, 
and locked them. 

24 When he had gone, the servants 
came; and when they saw that the doors 
of the roof chamber were locked, they 
thought, "He is only relieving himself 
in the closet of the cool chamber." 
25And they waited till they were utterly 
at a loss; but when he still did not open 
the doors of the roof chamber, they took 
the key and opened them; and there Jay 
their lord dead on the floor. 

26 Ehud escaped while they delayed, 
and passed beyond the sculptured 
stones, and escaped to Se-i'rah. 27 When 
he arrived, he sounded the trumpet in 
the hill country of E'phraim; and the 
people of Israel went down with him 
from the hill country, having him at 
their head. 28And he said to them, 
"Follow after me; for the LORD has 
given your enemies the Moabites into 
your hand." So they went down after 
him, and seized the fords of the Jordan 
against the Moabites, and allowed not a 
man to pass over. 29And they killed at 
that time about ten thousand of the 
Moabites, all strong, able-bodied men; 
not a man escaped. 30 So Moab was 
subdued that day under the hand of 
Israel. And the land had rest for eighty 
years. 

11 After him was Shamgar the son of 
Anath, who killed six hundred of the 
Philistines with an oxgoad; and he too 
delivered Israel. 

4 And the people of Israel again did 
what was evil in the sight of the 

LORD, after Ehud died. 2And the LORD 
sold them into the hand of Jabin king 
of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
r The meaning or the Hebrew word is unknown 

commander of his army was Sis'era, 
who dwelt in Haro'sheth-ha-goiim. 
3 Then the people of Israel cried to the 
LORD for help; for he had nine hundred 
chariots of iron, and oppressed the 
people of Israel cruelly for twenty 
years. 

4 Now Deb'orah, a prophetess, the 
wife of Lap'pidoth, was judging Israel 
at that time. 5 She used to sit under the 
palm of Deb'orah between Ramah and 
Bethel in the hill country of E'phraim; 
and the people of Israel came up to her 
for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned 
Barak the son of Abin'o-am from 
Kedesh in Naph'tali, and said to him, 
"The LORD, the God of Israel, com
mands you, 'Go, gather your men at 
Mount Tabor, taking ten thousand 
from the tribe of Naph'tali and the tribe 
of Zeb'ulun. 7And I will draw out 
Sis'era, the general of Jabin's army, to 
meet you by the river Kishon with his 
chariots and his troops; and I will give 
him into your hand.'" 8 Barak said to 
her, "If you will go with me, I will go; 
but if you will not go with me, I will not 
go." 9And she said, "I will surely go 
with you; nevertheless, the road on 
which you are going will not lead to 
your glory, for the LORD will sell Sis'era 
into the hand ofa woman." Then Deb'
orah arose, and went with Barak to 
Kedesh. lOAnd Barak summoned Zeb'
ulun and Naph'tali to Kedesh; and ten 
thousand men went up at his heels; 
and Deb'orah went up with him. 

11 Now Heber the Ken'ite had sep
arated from the Ken'ites, the descend
ants of Hobab the father-in-law of 
Moses, and had pitched his tent as far 
away as the oak in Za-anan'nim, which 
is near Kedesh. 

12 When Sis'era was told that Barak 
the son of Abin'o-am had gone up to 
Mount Tabor, B Sis'era called out all 
his chariots, nine hundred chariots of 
iron, and all the men who were with 
him, from Haro'sheth-ha-goiim to the 
river Kishon. 14And Deb'orah said to 
Barak, "Up! For this is the day in 
which the LORD has given Sis'era into 
your hand. Does not the LORD go out 
before you?" So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with ten thousand men 
following him. 15And the LORD routed 
Sis' era and all his chariots and all his 
army before Barak at the edge of the 
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when thou didst march from the 

region of Edom, 
sword; and Sis' era alighted from his 
chariot and fled away on foot. 16And 
Barak pursued the chariots and the 
army to Haro'shcth-ha-goiim, and all 
the army of Sis'era fell by the edge of 
the sword; not a man was left. 

17 But Sis' era fled away on foot to 
the tent of Ja'el, the wife of Heber the 
Ken'ite; for there was peace between 
Jabin the king of Hazor and the house 
of Heber the Ken'ite. lXAnd Ja'el came 
out to meet Sis'era, and said to him, 
"Turn aside, my lord, turn aside to me; 
have no fear." So he turned aside to her 
into the tent, and she covered him with 
a rug. 19And he said to her, "Pray, give 
me a little water to drink; for I am 
thirsty.'' So she opened a skin of milk 
and gave him a drink and covered him. 
20And he said to her, "Stand at the door 
of the tent, and if any man comes and 
asks you, 'Is any one here?' say, No." 
21 But Ja'el the wife of Heber took a tent 
peg, and took a hammer in her hand, 
and went softly to him and drove the 
peg into his temple, till it went down 
into the ground, as he was lying fast 
asleep from weariness. So he died. 
22And behold, as Barak pursued Sis'era, 
Ja'el went out to meet him, and said to 
him, "Come, and I will show you the 
man whom you are seeking." So he 
went in to her tent; and there lay Sis' era 
dead, with the tent peg in his temple. 

23 So on that day God subdued 
Jabin the king of Canaan before the 
people of Israel. 24And the hand of the 
people of Israel bore harder and harder 
on Jabin the king of Canaan, until they 
destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 

5 Then sang Deb'orah and Barak the 
son of Abin'o-am on that day: 

2 "That the leaders took the lead in 
Israel, 

that the people offered themselves 
willingly, 

blessd the LORD! 

3 "Hear, 0 kings; give ear, 0 princes; 
to the LORD I will sing, 
I will make melody to the LORD, 

the God of Israel. 

4 "LORD, when thou didst go forth 
from Se'ir, 

the earth trembled, 
and the heavens dropped, 
yea, the clouds dropped water. 

5 The mountains quaked before the 
LORD, 

yon Sinai before the LORD, the 
God of Israel. 

6 "In the d:iys of Shamgar, son of 
Ana th, 

in the days of Ja'el, caravans ceased 
and travelers kept to the byways. 

7 The peasantry ceased in Israel, they 
ceased 

until you arose, Deb'orah, 
arose as a mother in Israel. 

H When new gods were chosen, 
then war was in the gates. 

Was shield or spear to be seen 
among forty thousand in Israel? 

9 My hean goes out to the commanders 
of Israel 

who offered themselves willingly 
among the people. 

Bless the LORD. 

10 "Tell of it, you who ride on tawny 
asses, 

you who sit on rich carpets" 
and you who walk by the way. 

11 To the sound of musicians" at the 
watering places, 

there they repeat the triumphs of 
the LORD, 

the triumphs of his peasantry m 
Israel. 

"Then down to the gates marched 
the people of the LORD. 

12 "Awake, awake, Deb'orah! 
Awake, awake, utter a song! 

Arise, Barak, lead away your captives, 
0 son of Abin'o-am. 

D Then down marched the remnant of 
the noble; 

the people of the LORD marched 
down for him! against the 
mighty. 

14 From E'phraim they set out thither·' 
into the valley ,Y 

following you, Benjamin, with your 
kinsmen; 
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from Machir marched down the 

commanders, 
and from Zeb'ulun those who bear 

the marshal's staff; 
1; the princes of Is'sachar came with 

Deb'orah, 
and Is'sachar faithful to Barak; 
into the valley they rushed forth at 

his heels. 
Among the clans of Reuben 

there were great searchings of 
heart. 

1 ~ Why did you tarry among the sheep
folds, 

to hear che piping for the flocks? 
Among the clans of Reuben 

there were great searchings of 
heart. 

J 7 Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan; 
and Dan, why did he abide with 

the ships? 
Asher sat still at the coast of the sea, 

seccling down by his landings, 
ix Zeb'ulun is a people that jeoparded 

their lives to the death; 
Naph'tali too, on the heights of 

the field. 

1q "The kings came, they fought; 
then fought the kings of Canaan, 

at Ta'anach, by the waters of 
Megid'do; 

they got no spoils of silver. 
211 From heaven fought the stars, 

from their courses they fought 
against Sis'era. 

21 The torrent Kishon swept them 
awav, 

the onrushing torrent, the tor.-ent 
Kishon. 

March on, my soul, with might! 

22 "Then loud beat the horses' hoofs 
with the galloping, galloping of his 

steeds. 

21 "Curse Meroz, says the angel of the 
LORD, 

curse bitterly its inhabitants, 
because they came not to the help 

of the LoRD, 
to the help of the LORD against the 

mighty. 

24 "Most blessed of women be Ja'el, 
che wife of Heber the Ken'ite, 
of cent-dwelling women most 

blessed. 
11 Gk Compere Tg: Heb exclaimed 5.31: Rev l.16. 

25 He asked water and she gave him 
milk, 

she brought him curds in a lordly 
bowl. 

26 She put her hand to the tent peg 
and her right hand to the work

men's mallet; 
she struck Sis' era a blow, 

she crushed his head, 
she shattered and pierced his 

temple. 
27 He sank, he fell, 

he lay still at her feet ; 
at her feet he sank, he fell ; 

where he sank, there he fell dead. 

2H "Out of the window she peered, 
the mother of Sis'era gazedh 

through the lattice : 
'Why is his chariot so long in coming? 

Why tarry the hoofbeats of his 
chariots?' 

29 Her wisest ladies make answer, 
nay, she gives answer to herself, 

JO 'Are they not finding and dividing 
the spoil?-

A maiden or two for every man ; 
spoil of dyed stuffs for Sis' era, 

spoil of dyed stuffs embroidered, 
two pieces of dyed work em

broidered for my neck as spoil?' 

JI "So perish all thine enemies, 
0 LORD! 

But thy friends be like the 
he rises in his might." 

sun as 

And the land had rest for forty years. 

6 The people of Israel did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD ; and 

the LORD gave them into the hand of 
Mid'ian seven years. 2And the hand of 
Mid'ian prevailed over Israel; and be
cause of Mid'ian the people of Israel 
made for themselves the dens which are 
in the mountains, and the caves and the 
strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israel
ites put in seed the Mid'ianites and the 
Arnal'ekites and the people of the East 
would come up and attack them; 4 they 
would encamp against them and destroy 
the produce of the land, as far as the 
neighborhood of Gaza, and leave no 
sustenance in Israel, and no sheep or ox 
or ass. s For they would come up with 
their cattle and their tents, coming like 
locusts for number; both they and their 
camels could not be counted ; so that 
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they wasted the land as they came in. 
6And Israel was brought very low be
cause of Mid'ian; and the people of 
Israel cried for help to the LoRD. 

7 When the people of Israel cried to 
the LORD on account of the Mid'
ianites, 8 the LORD sent a prophet to the 
people of Israel; and he said to them, 
"Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
I led you up from Egypt, and brought 
you out of the house of bondage; 9 and I 
delivered you from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and from the hand of all who 
oppressed you, and drove them out be
fore you, and gave you their land; Io and 
I said to you, 'I am the LORD your God; 
you shall not pay reverence to the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you 
dwell.' But you have not given heed to 
my voice." 

11 Now the angel of the LORD came 
and sat under the oak at Ophrah, which 
belonged to Jo'ash the Abiez'rite, as his 
son Gideon was beating out wheat in 
the wine press, to hide it from the 
Mid'ianites. 12And the angel of the 
LORD appeared to him and said to him, 
"The LORD is with you, you mighty 
man of valor." llAnd Gideon said to 
him, "Pray, sir, if the LORD is with us, 
why then has all this befallen us? And 
where are all his wonderful deeds which 
our fathers recounted to us, saying, 
'Did not the LORD bring us up from 
Egypt?' But now the LORD has cast us 
off, and given us into the hand of Mid'
ian." 14And the LORD turned to him and 
said, "Go in this might of yours and 
deliver Israel from the hand of Mid'ian; 
do not I send you?" 15And he said to 
him, "Pray, Lord, how can I deliver 
Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in 
Manas'seh, and I am the least in my 
family.'' 16And the LoRD said to him, 
"But I will be with you, and you shall 
smite the Mid'ianites as one man." 
17 And he said to him, "If now I have 
found favor with thee, then show me a 
sign that it is thou who speakest with 
me. IX Do not depart from here, I pray 
thee, until I come to thee, and bring out 
my present, and set it before thee." And 
he said, "I will stay till you return." 

19 So Gideon went into his house and 
prepared a kid, and unleavened cakes 
from an ephah of flour; the meat he put 
in a basket, and the broth he put in a 
pot, and brought them to him under the 
oak and presented them. 2DAnd the 

angel of God said to him, "Take the 
meat and the unleavened cakes, and put 
them on this rock, and pour the broth 
over them." And he did so. 21 Then the 
angel of the LORD reached out the tip of 
the staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the meat and the unleavened 
cakes; and there sprang up fire from the 
rock and consumed the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes; and the angel of the 
LORD vanished from his sight. 22 Then 
Gideon perceived that he was the angel 
of the LORD; and Gideon said, "Alas, 0 
Lord Goo! For now I have seen the 
angel of the LORD face to face." 2l But 
the LORD said to him, "Peace be to you; 
do not fear, you shall not die." 24 Then 
Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, 
and called it, The LORD is peace. To 
this day it still stands at Ophrah, which 
belongs to the Abiez'rites. 

25 That night the LORD said to him, 
"Take your father's bull, the second 
bull seven years old, and pull down the 
altar of Ba'al which your father has, and 
cut down the Ashe'rah that is beside it; 
26 and build an altar to the LORD your 
God on the top of the stronghold here, 
with stones laid in due order; then take 
the second bull, and offer it as a burnt 
offering with the wood of the Ashe'rah 
which you shall cut down." 27 So 
Gideon took ten men of his servants, 
and did as the LORD had told him; but 
because he was too afraid of his familv 
and the men of the town to do it by day, 
he did it by night. 

28 When the men of the town rose 
early in the morning, behold, the altar 
of Ba'al was broken down, and the 
Ashe'rah beside it was cut down, and 
the second bull was offered upon the 
altar which had been built. 2"And thev 
said to one another, "Who has done 
this thing?" And after they had made 
search and inquired, they said, "Gideon 
the son of Jo'ash has done this thing." 
.10 Then the men of the town said to 
Jo'ash, "Bring out your son, that he 
may die, for he has pulled down the 
altar of Ba'al and cut down the Ashe'rah 
beside it." JI But Jo'ash said to all who 
were arrayed against him, "Will you 
contend for Ba'al? Or will vou defend 
his cause? Whoever contcnC.is for him 
shall be put to death by morning. If he· 
is a god, let him contend for himself. 
because his altar has been pulled 
down." .12 Therefore on that day he was 



Gideon's army 219 JUDGES 7 
called Jerubba'al, that is to say, "Let you,' shall go with you; and any of 
Ba'al contend against him," because he whom I say to you, 'This man shall not 
pulled down his altar. go with you,' shall not go." s So he 

33 Then all the Mid'ianites and the brought the people down to the water; 
Amal'ekites and the people of the East and the LORD said to Gideon, "Every 
came together, and crossing the Jordan one that laps the water with his tongue, 
they encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. as a dog laps, you shall set by himself; 
34 But the Spirit of the LORD took pos- likewise every one that kneels down to 
session of Gideon; and he sounded the drink." 6And the number of those that 
trumpet, and the Abiez'rites were called lapped, putting their hands to their 
out to follow him. 35And he sent mes- mouths, was three hundred men; but 
sengers throughout all Manas'seh; and all the rest of the people knelt down to 
they too were called out to follow him. drink water. 7And the LORD said to 
And he sent messengers to Asher, Gideon, "With the three hundred men 
Zeb'ulun, and Naph'tali; and they went that lapped I will deliver you, and give 
up to meet them. the Mid'ianites into your hand; and let 

36 Then Gideon said to God, "If all the others go every man to his 
thou wilt deliver Israel by my hand, as home." 8 So he took the jars of the 
thou hast said, 37 behold, I am laying a people from their hands/ and their 
fleece of wool on the threshing floor ; if trumpets ; and he sent all the rest of 
there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is Israel every man to his tent, but re
dry on all the ground, then I shall know tained the three hundred men; and the 
that thou wilt deliver Israel by my hand, camp of Mid'ian was below him in the 
as thou hast said." 38And it was so. valley. 
When he rose early next morning and 9 That same night the LORD said to 
squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough him, "Arise, go down against the camp; 
dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with for I have given it into your hand. 
water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, 10 But if you fear to go down, go down 
"Let not thy anger burn against me, let to the camp with Purah your servant; 
me speak but this once; pray, let me 11 and you shall hear what they say, and 
make trial only this once with the fleece; afterward your hands shall be strength
pray, let it be dry only on the fleece, and ened to go down against the camp." 
on all the ground let there be dew." Then he went down with Purah his 
40And God did so that night; for it was servant to the outposts of the armed 
dry on the fleece only, and on all the men that were in the camp. 12And the 
ground there was dew. Mid'ianites and the Amal'ekites and all 

7 Then Jerubba'al (that is, Gideon) the people of the East lay along the 
and all the people who were with valley like locusts for multitude; and 

him rose early and encamped beside the their camels were without number, as 
spring of Harod; and the camp of Mid' - the sand which is upon the seashore for 
ian was north of them, by the hill of multitude. 13 When Gideon came, be
Moreh, in the valley. hold, a man was telling a dream to his 

2 The LORD said to Gideon, "The comrade; and he said, "Behold, I 
people with you arc too many for me to dreamed a dream; and lo, a cake of 
give the Mid'ianites into their hand, lest barley bread tumbled into the camp of 
Israel vaunt themselves against me, say- Mid'ian, and came to the tent, and 
ing, 'My own hand has delivered me.' struck it so that it fell, and turned it 
·1 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of upside down, so that the tent lay flat." 
the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful 14And his comrade answered, "This is 
and trembling, let him return home.' " no other than the sword of Gideon the 
And Gideon tested them ;i twenty-two son of Jo'ash, a man of Israel; into his 
thousand returned, and ten thousand hand God has given Mid'ian and all the 
remained. host." 

1 And the LORD said to Gideun, l "! When Gideon heard the telling of 
"The people arc still too many; take the dream and its interpretation, he 
them down to the water and I will test worshiped; and he returned to the camp 
them for you there; and he of whom I of Israel, and said, "Arise; for the 
say to you, 'This man shall go with LORD has given the host of Mid'ian into 
1 

( :n: Heb a11d depart from Mou"I Uilead J Cn: Heh the Pl'Ople took protiisiom /,, their ha11tl.( 
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your hand." 16And he divided the three 
hundred men into three companies, and 
put trwnpets into the hands of all of 
chem and empty jars, with torches in
side the jars. 17 And he said to them, 
"Look at me, and do likewise; when I 
come to the outskirts of the camp, do as 
I do. 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and 
all who are with me, then blow the 
trumpets also on every side of all the 
camp, and shout, 'For the LORD and for 
Gideon.'" 

19 So Gideon and the hundred men 
who were with him came to the out
skirts of the camp at the beginning of 
the middle watch, when they had just 
set the watch; and they blew the 
trwnpets and smashed the jars that 
were in their hands. 20And the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke 
the jars, holding in their left hands the 
torches, and in their right hands the 
trwnpets to blow; and they cried, "A 
sword for the LORD and for Gideon!" 
21 They stood every man in his place 
round about the camp, and all the army 
ran; they cried out and fled. 22 When 
they blew the three hundred trwnpets, 
the LORD set every man's sword against 
his fellow and against all the army; and 
the army fled as far as Beth-shic'cah to
ward Zer'erah,k as far as the border of 
A'bcl-meho'lah, by Tabbath. 23And the 
men of Israel were called out from 
Naph'tali and from Asher and from all 
Manas'seh, and they pursued after 
Mid'ian. 

24 And Gideon sent messengers 
throughout all the hill country of E'ph
raim, saying, "Come down against 
the Mid'ianites and seize the waters 
against them, as far as Beth-bar'ah, and 
also the Jordan." So all the men of 
E'phraim were called out, and they 
seized the waters as far as Beth-bar'ah, 
and also the Jordan. 25And they took the 
two princes of Mid'ian, Oreb and 
Zeeb; they killed Oreb at the rock of 
Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the wine 
press of Zeeb, as they pursued Mid'ian; 
and they brought the heads of Oreb and 
Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan. 

8 And the men of E'phraim said to 
him, "What is this that you have 

done to us, not to call us when you 
went to fight with Mid'ian?" And they 
upbraided him violently. 2And he said 
to them, "What have I done now in 
1..· Anorhcr reading is Zeredah 

comparison with you? Is not the glean
ing of the grapes of E'phraim better 
than the vintage of Abi-e'zer? 3 God has 
given into your hands the princes of 
Mid'ian, Oreb and Zeeb; what have I 
been able to do in comparison with 
you?" Then their anger against him was 
abated, when he had said this. 

4 And Gideon came to the Jordan 
and passed over, he and the three 
hundred men who were with him, faint 
yet pursuing. s So he said to the men of 
Succoth, "Pray, give loaves of bread to 
the people who follow me; for they are 
faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah 
and Zalmun'na, the kings of Mid'ian." 
6And the officials of Succoth said, "Are 
Zebah and Zalmun'na already in your 
hand, that we should give bread to your 
army?" 7And Gideon said, "Well c.lien, 
when the LORD has given Zebah and 
Zalmun'na into my hand, I will flail 
your flesh with the thorns of the wilder
ness and with briers." ~And from there 
he went up to Penu'el, and spoke to 
them in the same way; and the men of 
Penu'el answered him as the men of 
Succoth had answered. 9And he said to 
the men of Penu'el, "When I come 
again in peace, I will break down this 
tower.'' 

10 Now Zebah and Zalmun'na were 
in Karkor with their army, about fifteen 
thousand men, all who were left of all 
the army of the people of the East; for 
there had fallen a hundred and twenty 
thousand men who drew the sword. 
11And Gideon went up by the caravan 
route east of Nobah and Jog'behah, and 
attacked the army; for the army was off 
its guard. 12And Zebah and Zalmun'na 
fled; and he pursued chem and took the 
two kings of Mid'ian, Zebah and Zal
mun'na, and he threw all the army into 
a panic. 

13 Then Gideon the son of Jo'ash 
returned from the battle by the ascent 
of Heres. 14And he caught a young man 
of Succoth, and questioned him; and h~ 
wrote down for him the officials and 
elders of Succoch, seventy-seven men. 
ISAnd he came to the men of Succoch, 
and said, "Behold Zebah and Zalmun'
na, about whom you taunted me, say
ing, 'Are Zebah and Zalmun'na already 
in your hand, that we should give bread 
to your men who are faint?' " 16And he 
took the elders of the city and he rook 
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thorm ol the wilderness and briers and 
with them taught the men of Succoth. 
1; And he broke down the tower of 
Penu 'el, and slew the men of the city, 

18 Then he said to Zebah and Zal
mun 'na, "Where are the men whom you 
-.Iew at Tabor?" They answered, "As 
vou are, so were they, every one of 
chem; they resembled the sons of a 
king." l''And he said, "They were my 
brochers, the sons of my mother; as the 
LORD lives, if you had saved them alive, 
I would not slay you." 20And he said to 
]ether his first-born, "Rise, and slay 
chem." But the youth did not draw his 
sword; for he was afraid, because he 
was still a youth. 21 Then Zebah and 
Zalmun'na said, "Rise yourself, and fall 
upon us; for as the· man is, so is his 
'trcngth." And Gideon arose and slew 
Zebah and Zalmun'na; and he took the 
crescents that were on the necks of their 
camels. 

22 Then the men of Israel said to 
Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your 
<>on and your grandson also; for you 
have delivered us out of the hand of 
Mid'ian." 23 Gideon said to them, "I 
will not rule over you, and my son will 
not rule over you; the LORD will rule 
over you." 24And Gideon said to them, 
"Lei me make a request of you; give me 
every man of you the earrings of his 
spoiL" (For they had golden earrings, 
because they were Ish'maelites.) 2SAnd 
they answered, "We will willingly give 
them." And they spread a garment, and 
every man cast in it the earrings of his 
spoiL 21>And the weight of the golden 
earrings that he requested was one 
chousand seven hundred shekels of 
gold; besides the crescents and the 
pendants and the purple garments worn 
by the kings of Mid'ian, and besides the 
collars thac were about the necks of their 
camels. 27 And Gideon made an ephod 
of it and put it in his city, in Ophrah; 
and all Israel played the harlot after it 
chere, and it became a snare to Gideon 
and co his family, 28 So Mid'ian was 
subdued before the people of Israel, and 
chey lifted up their heads no more. And 
che land had rest forty years in the days 
of Gideon, 

29 Jerubba'al the son of Jo'ash went 
and dwelt in his own house. 30 Now 
Gideon had seventy sons, his own off
spring, for he had many wives. 31And 
his concubine who was in Shechem also 

bore him a son, and he called his name 
Abim'elech. 32And Gideon the son of 
Jo'ash died in a good old age, and was 
buried in the tomb of Jo'ash his father, 
at Ophrah of the Abiez'rites. 

33 As soon as Gideon died, the people 
of Israel turned again and played the 
harlot after the Ba'als, and made Ba'al
be'rith their god. 34And the people of 
Israel did not remember the LORD their 
God, who had rescued them from the 
hand of all their enemies on every side; 
35 and they did not show kindness to the 
family of Jerubba'al (that is, Gideon) in 
return for all the good that he had done 
to Israel. 

9 Now Abim'elech the son of Jerub
ba'al went to Shechem to his moth

er's kinsmen and said to them and to 
the whole clan of.his mother's family, 
2 "Say in the ears of all the citizens of 
Shechem, 'Which is better for you, that 
all seventy of the sons of Jerubba'al rule 
over you, or that one rule over you?' 
Remember also that I am your bone and 
your flesh." 3And his mother's kinsmen 
spoke all these words on his behalf in 
the ears of all the men of Shechem ; and 
their hearts inclined to follow Abim'
elech, for they said, "He is our brother." 
4And they gave him seventy pieces of 
silver out of the house of Ba'al-be'rith 
with which Abim'elech hired worthless 
and reckless fellows, who followed him. 
SAnd he went to his father's house at 
Ophrah, and slew his brothers the sons 
of Jerubba'al, seventy men, upon one 
stone; but Jotham the youngest son of 
Jerubba'al was left, for he hid himself. 
6And all the citizens of Shechem came 
together, and all Beth-millo, and they 
went and made Abim'elech king, by the 
oak of the pillar at Shechem. 

7 When it was told to Jotham, he 
went and stood on the top of Mount 
Ger'izim, and cried aloud and said to 
them, "Listen to me, you men of 
Shechem, that God may listen to you. 
8 The trees once went forth to anoint a 
king over them; and they said to the 
olive tree, 'Reign over us.' 9 But the 
olive tree said.to them, 'Shall I leave my 
fatness, by which gods and men are 
honored, and go to sway over the trees?' 
IOAnd the trees said to the fig tree, 
'Come you, and reign over us.' 11 But 
the fig tree said to them, •Shall I leave 
my sweetness and my good fruit, and go 
to sway over the trees?' 12And the trees 
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said to the vine, 'Come you, and reign and gathered the grapes from their 
over us.' n But the vine said to them, vineyards and trod them, and held 
'Shall I leave my wine which cheers festival, and went into the house of their 
gods and men, and go to sway over the god, and ate and drank and reviled 
trees?' 14 Then all the trees said to the Abim'clech. 2HAnd Ga'al the son or 
bramble, 'Come you, and reign over us.' Ebed said, "Who is Abim'elech, and 
15And the bramble said to the trees, 'If who are we of Shcchem, that we should 
in good faith you are anointing me king serve him? Did not the son of Jerubba'al 
over you, then come and take refuge in and Zebu! his officer serve the men of 
my shade; but if not, let fire come out of Hamor the farher of Shcchcm' Why 
rhe bramble and devour the cedars of then should we serve him? 2'J Would 
Lebanon.' chat chis people were under my hand 1 

16 "Now therefore, if you acted in rhen I would remove Abim'elech. I 
good faith and honor when you made would say' co Abim'elech, 'Increase 
Abim'elech king, and if you have dealt your army, and come out.' " 
well with Jerubba'al and his house, and 30 When Zebu! rhe ruler of rhe city 
have done to him as his deeds de- heard the words of Ga'al the son of 
served- 17 for my father fought for Ebcd, his anger was kindled. ·'IAnd he 
you, and risked his life, and rescued you sent messengers to Abim'clech ar Aru'
from rhe hand of Mid'ian; 18 and you mah,m saying, "Behold, Ga' al the son of 
have risen up against my farher's house Ebed and his kinsmen have come to 
chis day, and have slain his sons, seventy Shechem, and they are srirring up" the 
men on one stone, and have made city againsr you. J2 Now therefore, gu 
Abim'elech, the son of his maidservant, by nighc, you and rhe men chat are with 
king over rhe cirizens of Shechem, be- you, and lie in wait in rhe fields. JJ Then 
cause he is your kinsman- 19 if you in rhe morning, as soon as the sun is up, 
then have acced in good faith and honor rise early and rush upon rhe city; and 
wirh Jerubba'al and wirh his house chis when he and rhe men thar are with him 
day, rhen rejoice in Abim'elech, and lee come out againsr you, you may do to 
him also rejoice in you; 20 bur if nor, lee chem as occasion offers." 
fire come our from Abim'elech, and 34 And Abim'elech and all rhe men 
devour the citizens of Shechem, and char were wirh him rose up by night. 
Berh-millo; and let fire come our from and laid wair againsr Shechem in four 
rhe citizens of Shechem, and from companies. 35And Ga' al rhe son of Ebed 
Beth-millo, and devour Abim'elech." went our and stood in rhe entrance of 
2IAnd Jotharn ran away and fled, and rhe gate of the city; and Abim'elech and 
went to Beer and dwelr rhere, for fear of rhe men thar were wirh him rose from 
Abim'elech his brorher. rhe ambush. 3°And when Ga'al saw chl' 

22 Abim'elech ruled over Israel rhree men, he said to Zebu!, "Look, men arc 
years. 2JAnd God sent an evil spirir be- coming down from rhe mountain tops, .. 
rween Abim'elech and rhe men of And Zebu! said co him, "You see rhc 
Shechem; and the men of Shechem shadow of rhe mountains as if they were 
dealt rreacherously wirh Abim'elech; men." 37 Ga'al spoke again and said, 
24 chat the violence done co the seventy "Look, men are coming down from rhc 
sons of Jerubba'al mighc come and their center of rhe land, and one company is 
blood be laid upon Abim'elech their coming from rhe direcrion of the Di
brother, who slew them, and upon rhe viners' Oak." JS Then Zebu! said tn 
men of Shechem, who srrengrhened his him, "Where is your mourh now, you 
hands to slay his brothers. 25And rhe who said, 'Who is Abim'clech, that \W 

men of Shechem put men in ambush should serve him?' Are not rhcse the 
against him on the mountain tops, and men whom you despised? Go our now 
rhey robbed all who passed by them and fight wirh them." l 9And Ga'al went 
along thar way; and ir was told Abim' - out at the head of the men of Shechem, 
elech. and fought with Abim'elech. 4llAnd 

26 And Ga'al the son of Ebed moved Abim'elech chased him, and he fled 
into Shechem with his kinsmen; and before him; and many fell wounded, up 
rhe men of Shechem put confidence in to the entrance of the gate. 41 And 
him. 27And they went out into the field, Abim'elech dwelt at Aru'mah; and 
1 Gk: Heb cmd he said m Cn Sec 9.41. Heb Tornwh 11 Cn: Heb b~·sil'gi,,g 
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Zebu! drove out Ga'al and his kinsmen, dead, they departed every man to his 
so that they could not live on at home, 56 Thus God requited the crime 
Shechem. of Abim'elech, which he committed 

42 On the following day the men against his father in killing his seventy 
went out into the fields. And Abim' - brothers; 57 and God also made all the 
clech was told. 43 He took his men and wickedness of the men of Shechem fall 
divided them into three companies, and back upon their heads, and upon them 
laid wait in the fields; and he looked and came the curse of J otham the son of 
saw the men coming out of the city, and Jerubba'al. 
he rose against them and slew them. 10 After Abim'elech there arose to 
44Abim'elech and the company" that deliver Israel Tola the son of 
was with him rushed forward and stood Pu'ah, son of Dodo, a man of Is'sachar; 
at the entrance of the gate of the city, and he lived at Shamir in the hill coun
whilc the two companies rushed upon try of E'phraim. 2And he judged Israel 
all who were in the fields and slew them. twenty-three years. Then he died, and 
45And Abim'elech fought against the was buried at Shamir. 
city all that day; he took the city, and 3 After him arose Ja'ir the Gilcadite, 
killed the people that were in it; and he who judged Israel twenty-two years. 
razed the city and sowed it with salt. 4And he had thirty sons who mde on 

46 When all the people of the Tower thirty asses; and they had thirty cities, 
of Shechem heard of it, they entered the called Hav'voth-ja'ir to this day, which 
stronghold of the house of El-be'rith. are in the land of Gilead. SAnd Ja'ir 
47Abim'elech was told that all the people died, and was buried in Kamon. 
of the Tower of Shechem were gathered 6 And the people of Israel again did 
together. 48And Abim'elech went up to what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
Mount Zalmon, he and all the men that and served the Ba'als and the Ash'
were with him; and Abim'elech took an taroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of 
axe in his hand, and cut down a bundle Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the 
of brushwood, and took it up and laid it Ammonites, and the gods of the 
on his shoulder. And he said to the men Philistines; and they forsook the LoRD, 
that were with him, "What you have and did not serve him. 7And the anger 
seen me do, make haste to do, as I have of the LORD was kindled against Israel, 
done." 49 So every one of the people cut and he sold them into the hand of the 
down his bundle and following Abim'- Philistines and into the hand of the 
elcch put it against the stronghold, and Ammonites, H and they crushed and 
they set the stronghold on fire over oppressed the children of Israel that 
them, so that all the people of the year. For eighteen years they oppressed 
Tower of Shechem also died, about a all the people of Israel that were beyond 
thousand men and women. the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, 

50 Then Abim'elech went to Thebez, which is in Gilead. 9And the Am
and encamped against Thebez, and took monites crossed the Jordan to fight also 
it. ' 1 But there was a strong tower within against Judah and against Benjamin and 
the city, and all the people of the city against the house of E'phraim; so that 
fled to it, all the men and women, and Israel was sorely distressed. 
shut themselves in; and they went to the 10 And the people of Israel cried to 
roof of the tower. 52And Abim'elech the LORD, saying, "We have sinned 
came to the tower, and fought against against thee, because we have forsaken 
it, and drew near to the door of the our God and have served the Ba'als." 
tower to burn it with fire. 53And a cer- IIAnd the LORD said to the people of 
rain woman threw an upper millstone Israel, "Did I not deliver you from the 
upon Ahim'elech's head, and crushed Egyptians and from the Amorites, from 
his skull. 54 Then he called hastily to the the Ammonites and from the Philistines? 
young man his armor-bearer, and said 12 The Sido'nians also, and the Amal'
to him, "Draw your sword and kill me, ekites, and the Ma'onites, oppressed 
lest men say of me, 'A woman killed you; and you cried to me, and I de
him.' " And his young man thrust him livered you out of their hand. 1.1 Yet you 
through, and he died. SSAnd when the have forsaken me and served other 
men of Israel saw that Abim'elech was gods; therefore I will deliver you no 
" Vg and ~omc Mss of tik: Heh 1.:ompcmie.{ 
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more. 14 Go and cry to rhe gods whom 
you have chosen; lee chem deliver you 
in che rime of your discress." ISAnd rhe 
people of Israel said co che LORD, "We 
have sinned; do to us wharever seems 
good co rhee; only deliver us, we pray 
rhee, this day." 16 So chey puc away che 
foreign gods from among chem and 
served rhe LORD; and he became in
dignant over rhe misery of Israel. 

17 Then che Ammonices were called 
co arms, and rhey encamped in Gilead; 
and che people of Israel came togecher, 
and chey encamped ac Mizpah. IXAnd 
rhe people, rhe leaders of Gilead, said 
one co anocher, "Who is rhe man char 
will begin to fighc againsc rhe Arn
monices? He shall be head over all rhe 
inhabicants of Gilead." 

11 Now Jephchah che Gileadice 
was a mighcy warrior, bur he was 

rhe son of a harloc. Gilead was rhe fa
rher of Jephchah. 2And Gilead's wife 
also bore him sons; and when his wife's 
sons grew up, rhey rhrusc Jephchah our, 
and said co him, "You shall nor inheric 
in our facher's house; for you are rhe 
son of anocher woman." 3 Then Jeph
chah fled from his brorhers, and dwelc 
in che land of Tab; and worchless fel
lows collecced round Jephchah, and 
went raiding wirh him. 

4 Afcer a rime che Arnmonices made 
war againsc Israel. 5And when che Arn
monires made war againsc Israel, rhe 
elders of Gilead went to bring Jeph
chah from rhe land of Tob; o and chey 
said co Jephchah, "Come and be our 
leader, char we may fighc wich che Arn
monices." 7 Bur Jephchah said co che 
elders of Gilead, "Did you nor hare me, 
and drive me our of my facher's house? 
Why have you come to me now when 
you are in rrouble?" 8And che elders of 
Gilead said to Jephchah, "Thar is why 
we have curned co you now, char you 
may go wich us and fighc wich rhe Arn
monices, and be our head over all rhe in
habicants of Gilead." 9 Jephchah said to 
rhe elders of Gilead, "If you bring me 
home again co fight with the Ammon
ires, and the LORD gives them over to 
me, I will be your head." IOAnd the 
elders of Gilead said co Jephthah, 
"The LORD will be witness becween us; 
we will surely do as you say." 11 So 
Jephchah went with rhe elders of Gil
ead, and the people made him head and 
leader over them; and J ephchah spoke 

all his words before the LORD at Miz
pah. 

12 Then Jephthah sent messengers to 
rhe king of the Ammonices and said, 
"What have you against me, thac you 
have come co me to fight againsc my 
land?" 13And the king of the Ammon
ites answered the messengers of J eph
thah, "Because Israel on coming from 
Egypt took away my land, from the 
Amon to the J abbok and to the Jordan; 
now therefore restore it peaceably." 
14And Jephthah sent messengers again 
to the king of the Ammonites 15 and 
said to him, "Thus says Jephthah: Is
rael did not take away the land of Moab 
or the land of the Ammonites, lo bur 
when they came up from Egypt, Israel 
went through the wilderness to the Red 
Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 Israel then 
sent messengers to rhe king of Edom, 
saying, 'Let us pass, we pray, rhrough 
your land'; but the king of Edom would 
not listen. And they sent also to the king 
of Moab, but he would not consent. So 
Israel remained at Kadesh. " Then 
they journeyed through the wilderness, 
and went around the land of Edom and 
the land of Moab, and arrived on the 
east side of the land of Moab, and 
camped on the other side of the Amon; 
but they did not enter the territory of 
Moab, for rhe Arnon was the boundarv 
of Moab. 19 Israel then sent messenger.s 
to Sihon king of the Arnorites, king of 
Heshbon; and Israel said to him, "Let us 
pass, we pray, through your land to our 
country.' 20 But Sihon did not trust 
Israel to pass through his territory ; so 
Sihon gathered all his people together, 
and encamped at Jahaz, and foughr with 
Israel. 21And the LORD, the God of 
Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into 
the hand of Israel, and they defeated 
them; so Israel took possession of all the 
land of rhe Arnorites, who inhabired 
that country. 22And they took possession 
of all the territory of the Arnorites from 
the Amon to the Jabbok and from the 
wilderness to the Jordan. 2.i So then the 
LORD, the God of Israel, dispossessed 
the Arnorites from before his peopk 
Israel; and are you to rake possession of 
them? 24 Will you not possess what 
Chemosh your god gives you to possess? 
And all that the LORD our God has dis
possessed before us, we will possess. 
25 Now are you any better than Balak 
the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he 
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ever strive against Israel, or did he ever ions." 38And he said, "Go." And he 
go to war with them? 26 While Israel sent her away for two months; and she 
dwelt in Heshbon and its villages, and departed, she and her companions, and 
in Aro'er and its villages, and in all the bewailed her virginity upon the moun
cities that are on the banks of the tains. 39And at the end of two months, 
Arnon, three hundred years, why did she returned to her father, who did with 
you not recover them within that time? her according to his vow which he had 
27 I therefore have not sinned against made. She had never known a man. 
you, and you do me wrong by making And it became a custom in Israel 40 that 
war on me; the LORD, the Judge, decide the daughters of Israel went year by 
this day between the people of Israel year to lament the daughter of Jephthah 
and the people of Ammon." 28 But the the Gileadite four days in the year. 
king of the Ammonites did not heed the 12 The men of E'phraim were 
message of Jephthah which he sent to called to arms, and they crossed 
him. to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, "Why 

29 Then the Spirit of the LORD came did you cross over to fight against the 
upon Jephthah, and he passed through Anunonites, and did not call us to go 
Gilead and Manas'seh, and passed on to with you? We will burn your house over 
Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of you with fire." 2And Jephthah said to 
Gilead he passed on to the Anunonites. them, "I and my people had a great feud 
30And Jephthah made a vow to the with the Anunonites; and when I called 
LORD, and said, "If thou wilt give the you, you did not deliver me from their 
Ammonites into my hand, 31 then who- hand. 3And when I saw that you would 
ever comes forth from the doors of my not deliver me, I took my life in my 
house to meet me, when I return vie- hand, and crossed over against the Am
torious from the Ammonites, shall be monites, and the LORD gave them into 
the LORD's, and I will offer him up for a my hand; why then have you come up 
burnt offering." 32 So Jephthah crossed to me this day, to fight against me?" 
over to the Anunonites to fight against 4 Then Jephthah gathered all the men 
them; and the LORD gave them into his of Gilead and fought with E'phraim; 
hand. 33And he smote them from Aro' er and the men of Gilead smote E'phraim, 
to the neighborhood of Minnith, twenty because they said, "You are fugitives of 
cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with E'phraim, you Gileadites, in the midst 
a very great slaughter. So the Anunon- of E'phraim and Manas'seh." SAnd the 
ites were subdued before the people of Gileadites took the fords of the Jordan 
Israel. against the E'phraimites. And when any 

34 Then Jephthah came to his home of the fugitives of E'phraim said, "Let 
at Mizpah; and behold, his daughter me go over," the men of Gilead said to 
came out to meet him with timbrels and him, "Are you an E'phraimite?" When 
with dances; she was his only child; he said, "No," 6 they said to him, 
beside her he had neither son nor "Then say Shibboleth," and he said, 
daughter. JSAnd when he saw her, he "Sibboleth," for he could not pro
rent his clothes, and said, "Alas, my nounce it right; then they seized him 
daughter! you have brought me very and slew him at the fords of the Jordan. 
low, and you have become the cause of And there fell at that time forty-two 
great trouble to me; for I have opened thousand of the E'phraimites. 
my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot 7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. 
take back my vow." 36And she said to Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and 
him, "My father, if you have opened was buried in his city in Gilead.'1 
your mouth to the LORD, do to me ac- 8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem 
cording to what has gone forth from judged Israel. 9 He had thirty sons; and 
your mouth, now that the LORD has thirty daughters he gave in marriage 
avenged you on your enemies, on the outside his clan, and thirty daughters he 
Ammonites." -17And she said to her brought in from outside for his sons. 
father, "Let this thing be done for me; And he judged Israel seven years. 
let me alone two months, that I may go 10 Then Ibzan died, and was buried at 
and wander" on the mountains, and be- Bethlehem. 
wail my virginity, I and my compan- 11 After him Elon the Zeb'ulunite 
I' Cn: Hl'b go duwn q Gk: Heb ,,, 1he cilies uf Gilead 
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judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten 
years. 12 Then Elon the Zeb'ulunite 
died, and was buried at Ai'jalon in the 
land of Zeb'ulun. 

13 After him Abdon the son of Hillel 
the Pir'athonite judged Israel. 14 He had 
forty sons and thirty grandsons, who 
rode on seventy asses; and he judged 
Israel eight years. IS Then Abdon the 
son of Hillel the Pir'athonite died, and 
was buried at Pir'athon in the land of 
E'phraim, in the hill country of the 
Arnal'ekites. 

13 And the people of Israel again 
did what was evil in the sight of 

the LORD; and the LORD gave them into 
the hand of the Philistines for forty 
years. 

2 And there was a certain man of 
Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose 
name was Mano'ah; and his wife was 
barren and had no children. 3And the 
angel of the LORD appeared to the 
woman and said to her, "Behold, you 
are barren and have no children; but 
you shall conceive and bear a son. 
4 Therefore beware, and drink no wine 
or strong drink, and eat nothing un
clean, s for lo, you shall conceive and 
bear a son. No razor shall come upon 
his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite 
to God from birth ; and he shall begin 
to deliver Israel from the hand of the 
Philistines." 6 Then the woman came 
and told her husband, "A man of God 
came to me, and his countenance was 
like the countenance of the angel of 
God, very terrible; I did not ask him 
whence he was, and he did nor tell me 
his name; 7 but he said to me, 'Behold, 
you shall conceive and bear a son; so 
rhen drink no wine or strong drink, and 
eat nothing unclean, for the boy shall be 
a Nazirite to God from birth to the day 
of his death.'" 

8 Then Mano'ah entreated the LORD, 
and said, "O, LORD, I pray thee, let the 
man of God whom thou didst send 
come again to us, and teach us what we 
are to do with the boy that will be 
born." YAnd God listened to the voice 
of Mano'ah, and the angel of God came 
again to the woman as she sat in the 
field; but Mano' ah her husband was not 
with her. IUAnd the woman ran in haste 
and told her husband, "Behold, the 
man who came to me the other day has 

appeared to me." IIAnd Mano'ah arose 
and went after his wife, and came to the 
man and said to him, "Are you the man 
who spoke to this woman?" And he said, 
"I am." I2And Mano'ah said, "Now 
when your words come true, what is to 
be the boy's manner of life, and what is 
he to do?" 13And the angel of the LoRD 
said to Mano'ah, "Of all that I said to 
the woman let her beware. 14 She may 
not eat of anything that comes from the 
vine, neither let her drink wine or strong 
drink, or eat any unclean thing; all that 
I commanded her let her observe." 

15 Mano'ah said to the angel of the 
LORD, "Pray, let us detain you, and pre
pare a kid for you." I6And the angel of 
the LORD said to Mano'ah, "If you de
tain me, I will not eat of your food; but 
if you make ready a burnt offering, then 
offer it to the LORD." (For Mano'ah did 
not know that he was the angel of the 
LORD.) 17And Mano'ah said to the angel 
of the LORD, "What is your name, so 
that, when your words come true, we 
may honor you?" IBAnd the angel of the 
LORD said to him, "Why do you ask my 
name, seeing it is wonderful?" 19 So 
Mano'ah took the kid with the cereal 
offering, and offered it upon the rock to 
the LORD, to him who works' wonders.' 
20And when the flame went up toward 
heaven from the altar, the angel of the 
LORD ascended in the flame of the altar 
while Mano'ah and his wife looked on; 
and they fell on their faces to the 
ground. 

21 The angel of the LORD appeared 
no more to Mano'ah and to his wife. 
Then Mano'ah knew that he was the 
angel of the LORD. 22And Mano' ah said 
to his wife, "We shall surely die, for we 
have seen God." 23 But his wife said tu 
him, "If the LORD had meant to kill us, 
he would not have accepted a burnt 
offering and a cereal offering at our 
hands, or shown us all these things, or 
now announced to us such things as 
these." 24And the woman bore a son. 
and called his name Samson; and the 
boy grew, and the LORD blessed him. 
25And the Spirit of the LORD began to 
stir him in Ma'haneh-dan, between 
Zorah and Esh'ta-ol. 

14 Samson went down to Timnah. 
and at Timnah he saw one of tht· 

daughters of the Philistines. 2 Then he 
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came up, and told his father and mother, And they could not in three days tell 
"I saw one of the daughters of the what the riddle was. 
Philistines at Timnah; now get her for 15 On the fourth' day they said to 
me as my wife." 3 But his father and Samson's wife, "Entice your husband 
mother said to him, "Is there not a to tell us what the riddle is, lest we burn 
woman among the daughters of your you and your father's house with fire. 
kinsmen, or among all our people, that Have you invited us here to im
you must go to take a wife from the poverish us?" 16And Samson's wife 
uncircumcised Philistines?" But Sam- wept before him, and said, "You only 
son said to his father, "Get her for me; hate me, you do not love me; you have 
for she pleases me well." put a riddle to my countrymen, and you 

4 His father and mother did not know have not told me what it is." And he 
that it was from the LORD; for he was said to her, "Behold, I have not told my 
seeking an occasion against the Philis- father nor my mother, and shall I tell 
tines. At that time the Philistines had you?" ! ' She wept before him the seven 
dominion over Israel. days that their feast lasted; and on the 

5 Then Samson went down with his seventh day he told her, because she 
father and mother to Timnah, and he pressed him hard. Then she told the 
came to the vineyards of Timnah. And riddle to her countrymen. lbAnd the 
behold, a young lion roared against men of the city said to him on the 
him; 6 and the Spirit of the LORD came seventh day before the sun went down, 
mightily upon him, and he tore the lion "Whar is sweeter than honey? 
asunder as one tears a kid; and he had What is stronger than a lion?" 
nothing in his hand. But he did not tell And he said to chem, 
his father or his mother what he had "If you had not plowed with my 
done. 7 Then he went down and talked heifer, 
with the woman; and she pleased Sam- you would not have found out my 
son well. RAnd after a while he returned riddle." 
to take her; and he turned aside to see lYAnd the Spirit of the LORD came 
the carcass of the lion, and behold, there mightily upon him, and he went down 
was a swarm of bees in the body of the to Ash 'kelon and killed thirtv men of 
lion, and honey. 9 He scraped it out into the town, and took their spoil° and gave 
his hands, and went on, eating as he the festal garments to those who had 
went; and he came to his father and told the riddle. In hot anger he went 
mother, and gave some to them, and back to his farher's house. 2UAnd Sam
they ate. But he did not tell them that he son's wife was given to hi~ companion, 
had taken the honey from the carcass of who had been his best man. 
the lion. 15 After a while, at the time of 

JO And his father went down to the wheat harvest, Samson went to 
woman, and Samson made a feast there; visit his wife with a kid; and he said, 
for so the young men used to do. llAnd "I will go in to my wife in the cham
when the people saw him, they brought ber." But her father would not allow 
thirty companions to be with him. l2And him to go in. 2And her father said, "I 
Samson said to them, "Let me now put really thought that you utterly hated 
a riddle to you; if you can tell me what her; so I gave her to your wmpanion. 
it is, within the seven days of the feast, Is not her younger sister fairer than she? 
and find it out, then I will give you Pray take her instead." JAnd Samson 
thirty linen garments and thirty festal said to them, "This time I shall be 
garments; 13 but if you cannot tell me blameless in regard to the Philistines, 
what it is, then you shall give me thirty when I do them mischief." 4 So Samson 
linen garments and thirty festal gar- went and caught three hundred foxes, 
ments." And they said to him, "Put and took torches; and he turned them 
your riddle, that we may hear it." tail to tail, and put a torch between each 
14And he said to them, pair of tails. 'And when he had set fire 

"Out of the eater came something to to the torches. hc let the foxes go into 
eat. the standing grain of the Philistines, and 

Out of the strong came something burned up the shocks and the standing 
sweet." grain, as well as the olive orchards. 

1 Cik Syr · J-lcb .1,·1•twh 
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6 Then the Philistines said, "Who has 
done this?" And they said, "Samson, 
the son-in-law of the Timnite, because 
he has taken his wife and given her to 
his companion." And the Philistines 
came up, and burned her and her father 
with fire. 7 And Samson said to them, 
"If this is what you do, I swear I will be 
avenged upon you, and after that I will 
quit." BAnd he smote them hip and 
thigh with great slaughter; and he went 
down and stayed in the cleft of the rock 
of Etam. 

9 Then the Philistines came up and 
encamped in Judah, and made a raid on 
Lehi. IOAnd the men of Judah said, 
"Why have you come up against us?" 
They said, "We have come up to bind 
Samson, to do to him as he did to us." 
II Then three thousand men of Judah 
went down to the cleft of the rock of 
Etam, and said to Samson, "Do you not 
know that the Philistines are rulers over 
us? What then is this that you have 
done to us?" And he said to them, "As 
they did to me, so have I done to them." 
I2And they said to him, "We have come 
down to bind you, that we may give you 
into the hands of the Philistines." And 
Samson said to them, "Swear to me 
that you will not fall upon me your
selves." 13 They said to him, "No; we 
will only bind you and give you into 
their hands; we will not kill you." 
So they bound him with two new 
ropes, and brought him up from the 
rock. 

14 When he came to Lehi, the Philis
tines came shouting to meet him; and 
the Spirit of the LORD came mightily 
upon him, and the ropes which were on 
his arms became as flax that has caught 
fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. 
15And he found a fresh jawbone of an 
ass, and put out his hand and seized it, 
and with it he slew a thousand men. 
t6And Samson said, 

"With the jawbone of an ass, 
heaps upon heaps, 

with the jawbone of an ass 
have I slain a thousand men." 

I 7 When he had finished speaking, he 
threw away the jawbone out of his 
hand; and that place was called Ra'
math-le'hi." 

18 And he was very thirsty, and he 
called on the LORD and said, "Thou 
hast granted this great deliverance by 

the hand of thy servant; and shall I now 
die of thirst, and fall into the hands of 
the uncircumcised?" 19And God split 
open the hollow place that is at Lehi, 
and there came water from it; and when 
he drank, his spirit returned, and he 
revived. Therefore the name of it was 
called En-hak'kore; v it is at Lehi to this 
day. 20And he judged Israel in the days 
of the Philistines twenty years. 

16 Samson went to Gaza, and there 
he saw a harlot, and he went in to 

her. 2 The Gazites were told, "Samson 
has come here," and they surrounded 
the place and Jay in wait for him all 
night at the gate of the city. They kept 
quiet all night, saying, "Let us wait till 
the light of the morning; then we will 
kill him." ~ But Samson !av till mid
night, and at midnight he arose and took 
hold of the doors of the gate of the city 
and the two posts, and pulled them up, 
bar and all, and put them on his shoul
ders and carried them to the top of the 
hill that is before Hebron. 

4 After this he loved a woman in the 
valley of Sorek, whose name was Deli'
lah. 'And the lords of the Philistines 
came to her and said to her, "Entice 
him, and see wherein his great strength 
lies, and by what means we may over
power him, that we may bind him to 
subdue him; and we will each give you 
eleven hundred pieces of silver." tiAnd 
De!i'lah said to Samson, "Please tell me 
wherein your great strength lies, and 
how you might be bound, that one 
could subdue you." 7And Samson said 
to her, "If they bind me with seven 
fresh bowstrings which have not been 
dried, then I shall become weak, and be 
like anv other man." 8 Then the lords of 
the Philistines brought her seven fresh 
bowstrings which had not been dried, 
and she bound him with them. " Now 
she had men lying in wait in an inner 
chamber. And she said to him, "The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!" But 
he snapped the bowstrings, as a string 
of tow snaps when it touches the fire. 
So the secret of his strength was not 
known. 

10 And Deli'lah said to Samson, 
"Behold, you have mocked me, and told 
me lies; please tell me how you might be 
bound." 11And he said to her, "If they 
bind me with new ropes that have not 
been used, then I shall become weak, 

u That is The hill of rhe jawbone v Thac is The spri,1g of him u•ho failed 
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and be like any other man." 12 So 22 But the hair of his head began to grow 
Deli'lah took new ropes and bound him again after it had been shaved. 
with them, and said to him, "The 23 Now the lords of the Philistines 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!" And gathered to offer a great sacrifice to 
the men lying in wait were in an inner Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for 
chamber. But he snapped the ropes off they said, "Our god has given Samson 
his arms like a thread. our enemy into our hand." 24And when 

13 And Deli'lah said to Samson, the people saw him, they praised their 
"Until now you have mocked me, and god; for they said, "Our god has given 
told me lies; tell me how you might be our enemy into our hand, the ravager of 
bound." And he said to her, "If you our country, who has slain many of us." 
weave the seven locks of my head with 25And when their hearts were merry, 
the web and make it tight with the pin, they said, "Call Samson, that he may 
then I shall become weak, and be like make sport for us." So they called Sam
any other man." 14 So while he slept, son out of the prison, and he made sport 
Deli 'lah took the seven locks of his head before them. They made him stand be
and wove them into the web. w And she tween the pillars; 26 and Samson said to 
made them tight with the pin, and said the lad who held him by the hand, "Let 
to him, "The Philistines are upon you, me feel the pillars on which the house 
Samson!" But he awoke from his sleep, rests, that I may lean against them." 
and pulled away the pin, the loom, and 27 Now the house was full of men and 
the web. women; all the lords of the Philistines 

15 And she said to him, "How can were there, and on the roof there were 
you say, 'I love you,' when your heart about three thousand men and women, 
is not with me? You have mocked me who looked on while Samson made 
these three times, and you have not told sport. 
me wherein your great strength lies." 28 Then Samson called to the LORD 
l6And when she pressed him hard with and said, "O Lord Goo, remember me, 
her words day after day, and urged him, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray 
his soul was vexed to death. 17 And he thee, only this once, 0 God, that I may 
told her all his mind, and said to her, be avenged upon the Philistines for one 
"A razor has never come upon my head; of my two eyes." 29And Samson grasped 
for I have been a Nazirite to God from the two middle pillars upon which the 
my mother's womb. If I be shaved, then house rested, and he leaned his weight 
my strength will leave me, and I shall upon them, his right hand on the one 
become weak, and be like any other and his left hand on the other. 30And 
man." Samson said, "Let me die with the 

18 When Deli'lah saw that he had Philistines." Then he bowed with all 
told her all his mind, she sent and called his might; and the house fell upon the 
the lords of the Philistines, saying, lords and upon all the people that were 
"Come up this once, for he has told me in it. So the dead whom he slew at his 
all his mind." Then the lords of the death were more than those whom he 
Philistines came up to her, and brought had slain during his life. 31 Then his 
the money in their hands. 19 She made brothers and all his family came down 
him sleep upon her knees; and she and took him and brought him up and 
called a man, and had him shave off the buried him between Zorah and Esh'ta
sevcn loch of his head. Then she be- ol in the tomb of Mano'ah his father. 
gan to torment him, and his strength He had judged Israel twenty years. 
left him. 2f1And she said, "The Philis- 17 There was a man of the hill 
tines arc upon you, Samson!" And he country of E'phraim, whose name 
awoke from his sleep, and said, "I will was Micah. 2And he said to his mother, 
go out as at other times, and shake my- "The eleven hundred pieces of silver 
self free." And he did not know that the which were taken from you, about 
LORD had left him. 21And the Philis- which you uttered a curse, and also 
tines seized him and gouged out his spoke it in my ears, behold, the silver is 
eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, with me; I took it." And his mother 
and hound him with bronze fetters; and said, "Blessed be my son by the LORD." 
he ground at the mill in the prison. .\And he restored the eleven hundred 
1
'' Compare Cik: Heh lacks and make it l•Kht ... mto tht' 11.J1.:b 
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pieces or silver to his mother; and his house of Micah, they recognized the 
mothc:r said, "I consecrate the silver to voice of the young Levite; and they 
the LORD from my hand for my son, to turned aside and said to him, "Who 
make a graven image and a molten brought you here? What are you doing 
image; now therefore I will restore it to in this place? What is your business 
vou." 4 So when he restored the money here?" 4And he said to them, "Thus and 
io his mother, his mother took two thus has Micah dealt with me: he has 
hundred pieces of silver, and gave it to hired me, and I have become his 
rhe silversmith, who made it into a priest." 5And they said to him, "In
graven image and a molten image; and quire of God, we pray thee, that we may 
it was in the house of Micah. 5And the know whether the journey on which we 
man Micah had a shrine, and he made are setting out will succeed." 0 And the 
an cphod and teraphim, and installed priest said to them, "Go in peace. The 
one of his sons, who became his priest. journey on which you go is under the 
"In those days there was no king in eye of the LORD." 
Israel; every man did what was right in 7 Then the five men departed, and 
his own eyes. came to La'ish, and saw the people who 

7 Now there was a young man of were there, how they dwelt in security, 
Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of after the manner of the Sido'nians, quiet 
Judah, who was a Levite; and he so- and unsuspecting, lacking' nothing that 
journcd there. HAnd the man departed is in the earth, and possessing wealth, 
from the town of Bethlehem in Judah, and how they were far from the Sido' -
to live where he could find a place; and nians and had no dealings with any one. 
as he journeyed, he came to the hill XAnd when they came to their brethren 
country of E'phraim to the house of at Zorah and Esh'ta-ol, their brethren 
Micah. "And Micah said to him, "From said to them, "What do you report?" 
where do you come?" And he said to ,, They said, "Arise, and let us go up 
him, "I am a Levite of Bethlehem in against them; for we have seen the land, 
Judah, and I am going to sojourn where and behold, it is very fertile. And will 
I may find a place." lOAnd Micah said you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, 
to him, "Stay with me, and be to me a and enter in and possess the land. 
father and a priest, and I will give you 10 When you go, you will come to an 
ten pieces of silver a year, and a suit of unsuspecting people. The land is broad; 
apparel, and your living.""' II And the yea, God has given it into your hands, a 
Levite was content to dwell with the place where there is no lack of anything 
man; and the young man became to him that is in the earth." 
like one of his sons. 12And Micah in- 11 And six hundred men of the tribe 
stalled the Levite, and the young man of Dan, armed with weapons of war, set 
became his priest, and was in the house forth from Zorah and Esh'ta-ol, le and 
of Micah. I.I Then Micah said, "Now I went up and encamped at Kir'iath-je·
know that the LORD will prosper me, arim in Judah. On this account that place 
because I have a Levite as priest." is called Ma'hanch-dan'' to this day; be-

18 In those days there was no king hold, it is west ofKir'iath-je'arim. lJAnd 
in Israel. And in those days the they passed on from there to the hill 

tribe of the Danites was seeking for it- country of E'phraim, and came to the 
self an inheritance to dwell in; for until house of Micah. 
then no inheritance among the tribes of 14 Then the five men who had gone 
Israel had fallen to them. 2 So the to spy out the country of La'ish said to 
Danites sent five able men from the their brethren, "Do you know that in 
whole number of their tribe, from these houses there are an ephod, ter
Zorah and from Esh'ta-ol, to spy out the aphim, a graven image, and a molten 
land and to explore it; and they said to image? Now therefore consider what 
them, "Go and explore the land." And you will do." 15And they turned aside 
they came to the hill country of E'ph- thither, and came to the house of the 
raim, to the house of Micah, and young Levite, at the home of Micah, 
lodged there. 3 When they were by the and asked him of his welfare. lo Now 

u· Heb l1v111g, and llll· Ll'Viil' we111 1 Cn Compare 18.10. The lkbn.:w text is uncertain 
'' That is Camp of Dem 
18.70 Jud" 18.27-28. 
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the six hundred men of the Danites, 
armed with their weapons of war, stood 
by the entrance of the gate; 17 and the 
five men who had gone to spy out the 
land went up, and entered and took the 
graven image, the ephod, the teraphim, 
and the molten image, while the priest 
stood by the entrance of the gate with 
the six hundred men armed with 
weapons of war. IRAnd when these went 
into Micah's house and took the graven 
image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the 
molten image, the priest said to them, 
"What are you doing?" 19And they said 
to him, "Keep quiet, put your hand 
upon your mouth, and come with us, 
and be to us a father and a priest. Is it 
better for you to be priest to the house 
of one man, or to be priest to a tribe and 
family in Israel?" 2UAnd the priest's 
heart was glad; he took the ephod, and 
the teraphim, and the graven image, and 
went in the midst of the people. 

21 So they turned and departed, 
putting the little ones and the cattle and 
the goods in front of them. 22 When 
they were a good way from the home of 
Micah, the men who were in the houses 
near Micah's house were called out, and 
they overtook the Danites. 23And they 
shouted to the Danites, who turned 
round and said to Micah, "What ails 
you that you come with such a com
pany?" 24And he said, "You take my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and 
go away, and what have I left? How then 
do you ask me, 'What ails you?' "25And 
the Danites said to him, "Do not let 
your voice be heard among us, lest 
angry fellows fall upon you, and you 
lose your life with the lives of your 
household." 26 Then the Danites went 
their way; and when Micah saw that 
they were too strong for him, he turned 
and went back to his home. 

27 And taking what Micah had made, 
and the priest who belonged to him, the 
Danites came to La'ish, to a people 
quiet and unsuspecting, and smote them 
with the edge of the sword, and burned 
the city with fire. 28And there was no 
deliverer because it was far from Sidon, 
and they had no dealings with any one. 
It was in the valley which belongs to 
Beth-re'hob. And they rebuilt the city, 
and dwelt in it. 29And they named the 
city Dan, after the name of Dan their 

ancestor, who was born to Israel; but 
the name of the city was La'ish at the 
first. 30And the Danites set up the 
graven image for themselves; and 
Jonathan the son of Gershom, son of 
Moses,' and his sons were priests to 
the tribe of the Danites until the day of 
the captivity of the land. 31 So they set 
up Micah's graven image which he 
made, as long as the house of God was 
at Shiloh. 

19 In those days, when there was 
no king in Israel, a certain Levite 

was sojourning in the remote parts of 
the hill country of E'phraim, who took 
to himself a concubine from Bethlehem 
in Judah. 2And his concubine became 
angry witha him, and she went away 
from him to her father's house at 
Bethlehem in Judah, and was there 
some four months. 3 Then her husband 
arose and went after her, to speak 
kindly to her and bring her back. He 
had with him his servant and a couple 
of asses. And he cameb to her father's 
house; and when the girl's father saw 
him, he came with joy to meet him. 
4And his father-in-law, the girl's father, 
made him stay, and he remained with 
him three days; so they ate and drank, 
and lodged there. 5And on the fourth 
day they arose early in the morning, and 
he prepared to go; but the girl's father 
said to his son-in-law, "Strengthen your 
heart with a morsel of bread, and after 
that you may go." 6 So the two men sat 
and ate and drank together; and the 
girl's father said to the man, "Be 
pleased to spend the night, and let your 
heart be merry." 7And when the man 
rose up to go, his father-in-law urged 
him, till he lodged there again. BAnd on 
the fifth day he arose early in the morn
ing to depart; and the girl's father said, 
"Strengthen your heart, and tarry until 
the day declines." So they ate, both of 
them. 9And when the man and his con
cubine and his servant rose up to de
part, his father-in-law, the girl's father, 
said to him, "Behold, now the day has 
waned toward evening; pray tarry all 
night. Behold, the day draws to its 
close; lodge here and let your heart be 
merry; and tomorrow you shall arise 
early in the morning for your journey, 
and go home." 

10 But the man would not spend the 
z Another reading is Ma11asseh " Gk Old Latin: Heb played the harlot against 11 Gk: Heb jhe brought him 
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night; he rose up and departed, and ar
rived opposite Jebus (that is, Jeru
salem). He had with him a couple of 
saddled asses, and his concubine was 
with him. 11 When they were near 
J ebus, the day was far spent, and the 
servant said to his master, "Come now, 
let us turn aside to this city of the Jeb' -
usites, and spend the night in it." 12And 
his master said to him, "We will not 
turn aside into the city of foreigners, 
who do not belong to the people of 
Israel; but we will pass on to Gib'e-ah." 
l3And he said to his servant, "Come and 
let us draw near to one of these places, 
and spend the night at Gib'e-ah or at 
Ramah." 14 So they passed on and went 
their way; and the sun went down on 
them near Gib'e-ah, which belongs to 
Benjamin, 15 and they turned aside 
there, to go in and spend the night at 
Gib'e-ah. And he went in and sat down 
in the open square of the city; for no 
man took them into his house to spend 
the night. 

16 And behold, an old man was 
coming from his work in the field at 
evening; the man was from the hill 
country of E'phraim, and he was so
journing in Gib'e-ah; the men of the 
place were Benjaminites. 17 And he lifted 
up his eyes, and saw the wayfarer in the 
open square of the city; and the old man 
said, "Where are you going? and 
whence do you come?" 18And he said 
to him, "We are passing from Bethle
hem in Judah to the remote parts of the 
hill country of E'phraim, from which I 
come. I went to Bethlehem in Judah; 
and I am going to my home;•· and no
body takes me into his house. 19 We 
have straw and provender for our asses, 
with bread and wine for me and your 
maidservant and the young man with 
your servants; there is no lack of any
thing." 20And the old man said, "Peace 
be to you; I will care for all your wants; 
only, do not spend the night in the 
square." 21 So he brought him into his 
house, and gave the asses provender; 
and they washed their feet, and ate and 
drank. 

22 As they were making their hearts 
merry, behold, the men of the city, base 
fellows, beset the house round about, 
beating on the door; and they said to the 
old man, the master of the house, 
"Bring out the man who came into your 
r Gk Compare 19.29. Heb to thL' hmm· of the LORD 

house, that we may know him." 23And 
the man, the master of the house, went 
out to them and said to them, "No, my 
brethren, do not act so wickedly; seeing 
that this man has come into my house, 
do not do this vile thing. 24 Behold, here 
are my virgin daughter and his concu
bine; let me bring them out now. 
Ravish them and do with them what 
seems good to-you; but against this man 
do not do so vile a thing." 25 But the 
men would not listen to him. So the 
man seized his concubine, and put her 
out to them; and they knew her, and 
abused her all night until the morning. 
And as the dawn began to break, they 
let her go. 26And as morning appeared, 
the woman came and fell down at the 
door of the man's house where her 
master was, till it was light. 

27 And her master rose up in the 
morning, and when he opened the doors 
of the house and went out to go on his 
way, behold, there was his concubine 
lying at the door of the house, with her 
hands on the threshold. 28 He said to 
her, "Get up, let us be going." But there 
was no answer. Then he put her upon 
the ass; and the man rose up and went 
away to his home. 29And when he en
tered his house, he took a knife, and 
laying hold of his concubine he divided 
her, limb by limb, into twelve piece,. 
and sent her throughout all the territory 
of Israel. 30And all who saw it said. 
"Such a thing has never happened or 
been seen from the day that the peopk 
of Israel came up out of the land ol 
Egypt until this day; consider it, take 
counsel, and speak." 

20 Then all the people of Israel 
came out, from Dan to Beer

sheba, including the land of Gilead, aud 
the congregation assembled as one mai1 
to the LORD at Mizpah. 2And the chiel' 
of all the people, of all the tribes ot 
Israel, presented themselves in the 
assembly of the people of God, four 
hundred thousand men on foot that 
drew the sword. -1 (Now the Benja
minites heard that the people of Israel 
had gone up to Mizpah.) And the peopk 
of Israel said, "Tell us, how was this 
wickedness brought to pass?" ~And the 
Levite, the husband of the woman who 
was murdered, answered and said, "l 
came to Gib'e-ah that belongs to Ben
jamin, I and my concubine, to spend till· 
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night. SAnd the men of Gib'e-ah rose the morning, and encamped against 
against me, and beset the house round Gib'e-ah. 20And the men of Israel went 
about me by night; they meant to kill out to battle against Benjamin; and the 
me, and they ravished my concubine, men of Israel drew up the battle line 
and she is dead. 6And I took my con- against them at Gib'e-ah. 21 The Ben
cubine and cut her in pieces, and sent jaminites came out of Gib'e-ah, and 
her throughout all the country of the felled to the ground on that day twenty
inheritance of Israel; for they have com- two thousand men of the Israelites. 
mitted abomination and wantonness in 22 But the people, the men of Israel, 
Israel. 7 Behold, you people of Israel, all took courage, and again formed the 
of you, give your advice and counsel battle line in the same place where they 
here." had formed it on the first day. 23And the 

8 And all the people arose as one people of Israel went up and wept be
man, saying, "We will not any of us go fore the LORD until the evening; and 
to his tent, and none of us will return to they inquired of the LORD, "Shall we 
his house. Y But now this is what we again draw near to battle against our 
will do to Gib'e-ah: we will go up brethren the Benjaminites?" And the 
against it by lot, 10 and we will take ten LORD said, "Go up against them." 
men of a hundred throughout all the 24 So the people of Israel came near 
tribes of Israel, and a hundred of a against the Benjaminites the second 
thousand, and a thousand of ten thou- day. 2SAnd Benjamin went against them 
sand, to bring provisions for the people, out of Gib'e-ah the second day, and 
that when they come they may requite felled to the ground eighteen thousand 
Gib'e-ah of Benjamin, for all the wan- men of the people of Israel; all these 
ton crime which they have committed were men who drew the sword. 26 Then 
in Israel." 11 So all the men of Israel all the people of Israel, the whole army, 
gathered against the city, united as one went up and came to Bethel and wept; 
man. they sat there before the LORD, and 

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men fasted that day until evening, and of
through all the tribe of Benjamin, say- fered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
ing, "What wickedness is this that has before the LORD. 27 And the people of 
taken place among you? 13 Now there- Israel inquired of the LORD (for the ark 
fore give up the men, the base fellows in of the covenant of God was there in 
Gib'e-ah, that we may put them to those days, 28 and Phin'ehas the son of 
death, and put away evil from Israel." Elea'zar, son of Aaron, ministered be
But the Benjaminites would not listen fore it in those days), saying, "Shall we 
to the voice of their brethren, the people yet again go out to battle against our 
of Israel. 14And the Benjaminites came brethren the Benjaminites, or shall we 
together out of the cities to Gib'e-ah, to cease?" And the LORD said, "Go up; for 
go out to battle against the people of tomorrow I will give them into your 
Israel. ISAnd the Benjaminites mustered hand." 
out of their cities on that day twenty-six 29 So Israel set men in ambush round 
thousand men that drew the sword, be- about Gib'e-ah. 30And the people of 
sides the inhabitants of Gib'e-ah, who Israel went up against the Benjaminites 
mustered seven hundred picked men. on the third day, and set themselves in 
16Among all these were seven hundred array against Gib'e-ah, as at other times. 
picked men who were left-handed; 31And the Benjaminites went out against 
every one could sling a stone at a hair, the people, and were drawn away from 
and not miss. 17 And the men of Israel, the city; and as at other times they be
apart from Benjamin, mustered four gan to smite and kill some of the people, 
hundred thousand men that drew in the highways, one of which goes up 
sword; all these were men of war. to Bethel and the other to Gib'e-ah, and 

18 The people of Israel arose and in the opep country, about thirty men of 
went up to Bethel, and inquired of God, Israel. 32And the Benjaminites said, 
"Which of us shall go up first to bat- "They are routed before us, as at the 
tie against the Benjaminites?" And first." But the men of Israel said, "Let 
the LORD said, "Judah shall go up us flee, and draw them away from the 
first." city to the highways." 33And all the men 

19 Then the people of Israel rose in of Israel rose up out of their place, and 
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set themselves in array at Ba'al-ta'mar; and fled toward the wilderness to the 
and the men of Israel who were in rock of Rimmon, and abode at the rock 
ambush rushed out of their place west" of Rimmon four months. 4KAnd the men 
of Gcba. .l4And there came against of Israel turned back against the Ben
Gib'e-ah ten thousand picked men out jaminites, and smote them with the edge 
of all Israel, and the battle was hard; of the sword, men and beasts and all 
but the Benjaminites did not know that that they found. And all the towns 
disaster was close upon them. 3SAnd the which they found they set on fire. 
LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel; 21 Now the men of Israel had 
and the men of Israel destroyed twenty- sworn at Mizpah, "No one of us 
five thousand one hundred men of Ben- shall give his daughter in marriage to 
jamin that day; all these were men who Benjamin." 2And the people came to 
drew the sword. 36 So the Benjaminites Bethel, and sat there till evening before 
saw that they were defeated. God, and they lifted up their voices and 

The men of Israel gave ground to wept bitterly. 3And they said, "O 
Benjamin, because they trusted to the LORD, the· God of Israel, why has this 
men in ambush whom they had set come to pass in Israel, that there should 
against Gib'e-ah. 37And the men in be today one tribe lacking in Israel?" 
ambush made haste and rushed upon 4And on the morrow the people rose 
Gib'e-ah; the men in ambush moved early, and built there an altar, and of
out and smote all the city with the edge fered burnt offerings and peace of
of the sword. JR Now the appointed ferings. SAnd the people of Israel said, 
signal between the men of Israel and the "Which of all the tribes of Israel did not 
men in ambush was that when they come up in-the assembly to the LORD?" 
made a great cloud of smoke rise up out For they had taken a great oath concern
of the city l9 the men of Israel should ing him who did not come up to the 
turn in battle. Now Benjamin had be- LORD to Mizpah, saying, "He shall be 
gun to smite and kill about thirty men put to death." 6And the people of Israel 
of Israel; they said, "Surely they are had compassion for Benjamin their 
smitten down before us, as in the first brother, and said, "One tribe is cut off 
battle." 411 But when the signal began to from Israel this day. 7 What shall we do 
rise out of the city in a column of smoke, for wives for those who are left, since 
the Benjaminites looked behind them; we have sworn by the LORD that we will 
and behold, the whole of the city went not give them any of our daughters for 
up in smoke to heaven. 41 Then the men wives?" 
of Israel turned, and the men of Ben- 8 And they said, "What one is there 
jamin were dismayed, for they saw that of the tribes of Israel that did not come 
disaster was close upon them. 42 There- up to the LORD to Mizpah?" And be
fore they turned their backs before the hold, no one had come to the camp from 
men of Israel in the direction of the Ja'besh-gil'ead, to the assembly. ° For 
wilderness; but the battle overtook when the people were mustered, behold, 
them, and those who came out of the not one of the inhabitants of Ja'besh
cities destroyed them in the midst of gil'ead was there. 10 So the congregation 
them. 4J Cutting down•· the Benjamin- sent thither twelve thousand of their 
ites, they pursued them and trod them bravest men, and commanded them, 
down from Nohahf as far as opposite "Go and smite the inhabitants of Ja"
Gib'e-ah on the east. 44 Eighteen thou- besh-gil'ead with the edge of the sword; 
sand men of Benjamin fell, all of them also the women and the little ones. 
men of valor. 45 And they turned and 11 This is what you shall do; every male 
fled toward the wilderness to the rock of and every woman that has lain with a 
Rimmon; five thousand men of them male you shall utterly destroy." le And 
were cut down in the highways, and they found among the inhabitants of 
they were pursued hard to Gidom, and Ja'besh-gil'ead four hundred young vir
two thousand men of them were slain. gins who had not known man by lying 
46 So all who fell that day of Benjamin with him; and they brought them to the 
were twenty-five thousand men that camp at Shiloh, which is in the land or 
drew the sword, all of them men of Canaan. 
valor. 47 But six hundred men turned 13 Then the whole congregation sent 
rt Gk Vg: Hl'b m rht• plai" ,. Gk: Heb .\urrm111d1111: 1 Gk· Heb tar thl·fr) reHin,t: place 
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word to the Benjaminites who were at jaminites, saying, "Go and lie in wait in 
the rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed the vineyards, 21 and watch; if the 
peace to them. 14And Benjamin re- daughters of Shiloh come out to dance 
turned at that time; and they gave them in the dances, then come out of the vine
the women whom they had saved alive yards and seize each man his wife from 
of the women of Ja'besh-gil'ead; but the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the 
they did not suffice for them. ISAnd the land of Benjamin. 22And when their 
people had compassion on Benjamin fathers or their brothers come to com
because the LORD had made a breach in plain to us, we will say to them, 'Grant 
the tribes of Israel. them graciously to us; because we did 

16 Then the elders of the congrega- not take for each man of them his wife 
tion said, "What shall we do for wives in battle, neither did you give them to 
for those who are left, since the women them, else you would now be guilty.'" 
are destroyed out of Benjamin?" 17And 2JAnd the Benjaminites did so, and took 
they said, "There must be an inherit- their wives, according to their number, 
ance for the survivors of Benjamin, that from the dancers whom they carried 
a tribe be not blotted out from Israel. off; then they went and returned to their 
18 Yet we cannot give them wives of our inheritance, and rebuilt the towns, and 
daughters." For the people of Israel had dwelt in them. 24And the people of 
sworn, "Cursed be he who gives a wife Israel departed from there at that time, 
to Benjamin." 19 So they said, "Behold, every man to his tribe and family, and 
there is the yearly feast of the LORD at they went out from there every man to 
Shiloh, which is north of Bethel, on the his inheritance. 
east of the highway that goes up from 25 In those days there was no king in 
Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebo' - Israel; every man did what was right in 
nah." 20And they commanded the Ben- his own eyes. 

THE BOOK OF 

RUTH 

1 In the days when the judges ruled 
there was a famine in the land, and 

a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah 
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, 
he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The 
name of the man was Elim'elech and the 
name of his wife Na'omi, and the names 
of his two sons were Mahlon and Chi!' -
ion; they were Eph'rathites from Beth
lehem in Judah. They went into the 
country of Moab and remained there. 
J But Elim'elech, the husband of Na'
omi, died, and she was left with her two 
sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the 
name of one was Orpah and the name of 
the other Ruth. They lived there about 
ten years ; s and both Mahlon and Chil ' -
ion died, so that the woman was bereft 
of her two sons and her husband. 

6 Then she started with her daugh
ters-in-law to return from the country 

of Moab, for she had heard in the coun
try of Moab that the LORD had visited 
his people and given them food. 7 So she 
set out from the place where she was, 
with her two daughters-in-law, and they 
went on the way to return to the land of 
Judah. 8 But Na'omi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, "Go, return each of 
you to her mother's house. May the 
LORD deal kindly with you, as you have 
dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The 
LORD grant that you may find a home, 
each of you in the house of her hus
band!" Then she kissed them, and they 
lifted up their voices and wept. IOAnd 
they said to her, "No, we will return 
with you to your people." 11 But Na'
omi said, "Turn back, my daughters, 
why will you go with me? Have I yet 
sons in my womb that they may become 
your husbands? 12 Turn back, my 
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daughters, go your way, for I am too old family of Elim'elech. 4And behold, 
to have a husband. If I should say I have Bo'az came from Bethlehem; and he 
hope, even if I should have a husband said to the reapers, "The LORD be with 
this night and should bear sons, you!" And they answered, "The LoRD 
13 would you therefore wait till they bless you." s Then Bo'az said to his 
were grown? Would you therefore re- servant who was in charge of the 
frain from marrying? No, my daughters, reapers, "Whose maiden is this?" 6And 
for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your the servant who was in charge of the 
sake that the hand of the LORD has gone reapers answered, "It is the Moabite 
forth against me." 14 Then they lifted maiden, who came back with Na'omi 
up their voices and wept again; and from the country of Moab. 7 She said, 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but 'Pray, let me glean and gather among 
Ruth clung to her. the sheaves after the reapers.' So she 

15 And she said, "See, your sister-in- came, and she has continued from early 
law has gone back to her people and to morning until now, without resting 
her gods; return after your sister-in- even for a moment."d 
law." 16 But Ruth said, "Entreat me not 8 Then Bo'az said to Ruth, "Now, 
to leave you or to return from following listen, my daughter, do not go to glean 
you; for where you go I will go, and in another field or leave this one, bur 
where you lodge I will lodge; your peo- keep close to my maidens. 9 Let your 
pie shall be my people, and your God eyes be upon the field which they are 
my God; 17 where you die I will die, reaping, and go after them. Have I not 
and there will I be buried. May the charged the young men not to molest 
LORD do so to me and more also if even you? And when you are thirsty, go to 
death parts me from you." IBAnd when the vessels and drink what the young 
Na'omi saw that she was determined to men have drawn." 10 Then she fell on 
go with her, she said no more. her face, bowing to the ground, and said 

19 So the two of them went on until to him, "Why have I found favor in 
they came to Bethlehem. And when they your eyes, that you should take notice of 
came to Bethlehem, the whole town me, when I am a foreigner?" 11 But 
was stirred because of them; and Bo'az answered her, "All that you have 
the women said, "Is this Na'omi?" done for your mother-in-law since the 
20 She said to them, "Do not call me death of your husband has been fully 
Na'omi," call me Mara,b for the Al- told me, and how you left your father 
mighty has dealt very bitterly with me. and mother and your native land and 
21 I went away full, and the LORD has came to a people that you did not know 
brought me back empty. Why call me before. 12 The LORD recompense you for 
Na'omi, when the LORD has affiictedr what you have done, and a full reward 
me and the Almighty has brought be given you by the LORD, the God of 
calamity upon me?" Israel, under whose wings you have 

22 So Na'omi returned, and Ruth the come to take refuge!" 13 Then she said, 
Moabitess her daughter-in-law with "You are most gracious to me, my lord. 
her, who returned from the country of for you have comforted me and spo
Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at ken kindly to your maidservant, 
the beginning of barley harvest. though I am not one of your maid-

2 Now Na'omi had a kinsman of her servants." 
husband's, a man of wealth, of the 14 And at mealtime Bo'az said to her. 

family of Elim'elech, whose name was "Come here, and eat some bread, and 
Bo'az. 2And Ruth the Moabitess said to dip your morsel in the wine." So she sat 
Na'omi, "Let me go to the field, and beside the reapers, and he passed to her 
glean among the ears of grain after him parched grain; and she ate until she was 
in whose sight I shall find favor." And satisfied, and she had some left over 
she said to her, "Go, my daughter." IS When she rose to glean, Bo'az in
J So she set forth and went and gleaned structed his young men, saying, "Let 
in the field after the reapers; and she her glean even among the sheaves, and 
happened to come to the part of the do not reproach her. 16And also pull our 
field belonging to Bo'az, who was of the some from the bundles for her, and 
'~ That is Pleasant b That is Biuer c Gk Syr Vg: Heb testified agains1 
d Compare Gk Vg: the meaning of the Hebrew text is uncertain 
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leave it for her to glean, and do not re- turned over, and behold, a woman lay at 
buke her." his feet! Y He said, "Who are you?" And 

17 So she gleaned in the field until she answered, "I am Ruth, your maid
evening; then she beat out what she had servant; spread your skirt over your 
gleaned, and it was about an ephah of maidservant, for you are next of kin." 
barley. IHAnd she took it up and went lOAnd he said, "May you be blessed by 
into the city; she showed her mother- the LORD, my daughter; you have made 
in-law what she had gleaned, and she this last kindness greater than the first, 
also brought out and gave her what in that you have not gone after young 
food she had left over after being satis- men. whether poor or rich. 11And now, 
tied. lYAnd her mother-in-law said to my daughter, do not fear, I will do for 
her, "Where did you glean today? And you all that you ask, for all my fellow 
where have you worked? Blessed be the townsmen know that you are a woman 
man who took notice of you." So she of worth. 12And now it is true that I am 
cold her mother-in-law with whom she a near kinsman, yet there is a kinsman 
had worked, and said, "The man's nearer than I. 13 Remain this night. and 
name with whom I worked today is in the morning, if he will do the part of 
Bo'az." 20And Na'omi said to her the next of kin for you, well; let him do 
daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he by the it; but if he is not willing to do the 
LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken part of the next of kin for you, then, as 
rhe living or the dead!" Na'omi also said the LORD lives, I will do the part of rhe 
to her, "The man is a relative of ours, next of kin for you. Lie down until the 
one of our nearest kin." 21And Ruth the morning." 
Moabitess said, "Besides, he said to 14 So she lay at his feet until the 
me, 'You shall keep close by my serv- morning, but arose before one could 
ants, rill rhey have finished all my recognize anorher; and he said, "Let it 
harvest.' " 22And Na'omi said to Ruth, not be known thar the woman came to 
her daughter-in-law, "It is well, my rhe threshing floor." I5And he said, 
daughter, that you go out with his "Bring the mantle you are wearing and 
maidens, lest in another field you be hold ir out." So she held it, and he 
molested." 2~ So she kept close to the measured out six measures of barley, 
maidens of Bo'az, gleaning until the end and laid it upon her; then she went into 
of the barley and wheat harvests; and the city. 16And when she came to her 
she lived with her mother-in-law. mother-in-law, she said, "How did you 

3 Then Na'omi her mother-in-law fare, my daughter?" Then she told her 
said to her, "My daughter, should all that the man had done for her, 17 say

I not seek a home for you, that it may ing, "These six measures of barley he 
be well with you? 2 Now is not Bo'az gave to me, for he said, 'You must not 
our kinsman, with whose maidens you go back empty-handed to your mother
were? See, he is winnowing barley to- in-law.' " 18 She replied, "Wait, my 
night at the threshing floor. 3 Wash daughter, until you learn how the 
therefore and anoint yourself, and put matter turns out, for the man will not 
on your best clothes and go down to the rest, but will settle the matter today." 
threshing floor; but do not make your- 4 And Bo'az went up to the gate and 
self known to the man until he has sat down there; and behold, the 
finished eating and drinking. 4 But next of kin, of whom Bo'az had spoken, 
when he lies down, observe the place came by. So Bo'az said, "Tum aside, 
where he lies; then, go and uncover his friend; sit down here"; and he turned 
feet and lie down; and he will tell you aside and sat down. 2And he took ten 
what co do." 5And she replied, "All that men of the elders of the cicy, and said, 
you say I will do." "Sir down here"; so they sat down. 

6 So she went down co the rhreshing ~Then he said to rhe next of kin, "Na'
floor and did jusr as her morher-in-law omi, who has come back from the coun
had told her. 7And when Bo'az had Cry of Moab, is selling the parcel of land 
eaten and drunk, and his heart was which belonged to our kinsman Elim'
merry, he went to lie down at the end of elech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of 
the heap of grain. Then she came.softly. it, and say, Buy it in the presence of 
and uncovered his feet, and lay down. those sitting here, and in the presence of 
HAt midnight the man was startled, and the elders of my people. If you will 
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redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, 
tell me, that I may know, for there is no 
one besides you to redeem it, and I 
come after you." And he said, "I will 
redeem it." s Then Bo'az said, "The 
day you buy the field from the hand of 
Na'omi, you are also buying Ruth' the 
Moabitess, the widow of the dead, in 
order to restore the name of the dead to 
his inheritance." 6 Then the next of kin 
said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, 
lest I impair my own inheritance. Take 
my right of redemption yourself, for I 
cannot redeem it." 

7 Now this was the custom in former 
times in Israel concerning redeeming 
and exchanging: to confirm a trans
action, the one drew off his sandal and 
gave it to the other, and this was the 
manner of attesting in Israel. 8 So 
when the next of kin said to Bo'az, 
"Buy it for yourself," he drew off his 
sandal. 9 Then Bo'az said to the elders 
and all the people, "You are witnesses 
this day that I have bought from the 
hand of Na'omi all that belonged to 
Elim'elech and all that belonged to 
Chil'ion and to Mahlon. IOAJso Ruth 
the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I 
have bought to be my wife, to per
petuate the name of the dead in his 
inheritance, that the name of the dead 
may not be cut off from among his 
brethren and from the gate of his native 
place; you are witnesses this day." 
11 Then all the people who were at the 

gate, and the elders, said, "We are 
witnesses. May the LoRD make the 
woman, who is coming into your house, 
like Rachel and Leah, who together 
built up the house of Israel. May you 
prosper in Eph'rathah and be renowned 
in Bethlehem; 12 and may your house be 
like the house of Perez, whom Tamar 
bore to Judah, because of the children 
that the LORD will give you by this 
young woman." 

13 So Bo'az took Ruth and she be
came his wife; and he went in to her, 
and the LORD gave her conception, and 
she bore a son. 14 Then the women said 
to Na'omi, "Blessed be the LORD, who 
has not left you this day without next of 
kin; and may his name be renowned in 
Israel! IS He shall be to you a restorer of 
life and a nourisher of your old age; for 
your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has 
borne him." 16 Then Na'omi took the 
child and laid him in her bosom, and 
became his nurse. 17And the women of 
the neighborhood gave him a name. 
saying, "A son has been born to Na'
omi." They named him Obed; he was 
the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

18 Now these are the descendants of 
Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron. 
19 Hezron of Ram, Ram of Ammin'
adab, 20Amrnin'adab of Nahshon, Nah
shon of Salmon, 21 Salmon of Bo'az. 
Bo'az of Obed, 22 Obed of Jesse, and 
Jesse of David. 

THE FIRST BOOK OF 

SAMUEL 

1 There was a certain man of 
Ramatha'im-zo'phim of the hill 

country of E'phraim, whose name was 
Elka'nah the son of Jero'ham, son of 
Eli'hu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an 
E'phraimite. 2 He had two wives; the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the 
name of the other Penin'nah. And 
"Old Latin Vg: Heb of Naomi and from Ruth 
4.7: Dcut 25.8-10. 

Penin'nah had children, but Hannah 
had no children. 

3 Now this man used to go up year by 
year from his city to worship and w 
sacrifice to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh. 
where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phin'ehas, were priests of the LORD. 
4 On the day when Elka'nah sacrificed. 
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he would give portions to Penin'nah his and the LORD remembered her; 20 and 
wife and to all her sons and daughters; in due time Hannah conceived and bore 
s and, although• he loved Hannah, he a son, and she called his name Samuel, 
would give Hannah only one portion, for she said, "I have asked him of the 
because the LORD had closed her womb. LORD." 
6And her rival used to provoke her 21 And the man Elka'nah and all his 
sorely, to irritate her, because the LoRD house went up to offer to the LORD the 
had closed her womb. 7 So it went on yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. 
year by year; as often as she went up to 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she 
the house of the LORD, she used to pro- said to her husband, "As soon as the 
voke her. Therefore Hannah wept and child is weaned, I will bring him, that 
would not eat. 8And Elka'nah, her he may appear in the presence of the 
husband, said to her, "Hannah, why do LORD, and abide there for ever." 
you weep? And why do you not eat? 23 Elka'nah her husband said to her, 
And why is your heart sad? Am I not "Do what seems best to you, wait until 
more to you than ten sons?" you have weaned him; only, may the 

9 After they had eaten and drunk in LORD establish his word." So the 
Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest woman remained and nursed her son, 
was sitting on the seat beside the door- until she weaned him. 24And when she 
post of the temple of the LORD. 10 She had weaned him, she took him up with 
was deeply distressed and prayed to the her, along with a three-year-old bull,b 
LORD, and wept bitterly. I IAnd she an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine; 
vowed a vow and said, "0 LORD of and she brought him to the house of the 
hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the LORD at Shiloh; and the child was 
affliction of thy maidservant, and re- young. 25 Then they slew the bull, and 
member me, and not forget thy maid- they brought the child to Eli. 26And she 
servant, but wilt give to thy maid- said, "Oh, my lord! As you live, my 
servant a son, then I will give him to the lord, I am the woman who was standing 
LORD all the days of his life, and no here in your presence, praying to the 
razor shall touch his head." LORD. 27 For this child I prayed; and 

12 As she continued praying before the LoRD has granted me my petition 
the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. which I made to him. 28 Therefore I 
13 Hannah was speaking in her heart; have lent him to the LoRD; as long as he 
only her lips moved, and her voice was lives, he is lent to the LORD." 
not heard; therefore Eli took her to be And theyz worshiped the LORD there. 
a drunken woman. l4And Eli said to her, 2 Hannah also prayed and said, 
"How long will you be drunken? Put "My heart exults in the LORD; 
away your wine from you." 15 But my strength is exalted in the LORD. 
Hannah answered, "No, my lord, I am My mouth derides my enemies, 
a woman sorely troubled; I have drunk because I rejoice in thy salva-
neither wine nor strong drink, but I tion. 
have been pouring out my soul before 
the LORD. 16 Do not regard your maid
servant as a base woman, for all along 
I have been speaking out of my great 
anxiety and vexation." 17 Then Eli 
answered, "Go in peace, and the God 
of Israel grant your petition which you 
have made to him." 18And she said, 
"Let your maidservant find favor in 
your eyes." Then the woman went her 
way and ate, and her countenance was 
no longer sad. 

19 They rose early in the morning 
and worshiped before the LORD; then 
they went back to their house at Ramah. 
And Elka'nah knew Hannah his wife, 

2 "There is none holy like the LORD, 
there is none besides thee ; 
there is no rock like our God. 

3 Talk no more so very proudly, 
let not arrogance come from your 

mouth; 
for the LORD is a God of knowledge, 

and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the feeble gird on strength. 
s Those who were full have hired 

themselves out for bread, 
but those who were hungry have 

ceased to hunger. 
The barren has borne seven, 

11 Gk: Heb obscure b Gk Syr: Heb 1h,.ec bulls r Heb he 
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but she who has many children is not, I will take it by force." 17 Thus the 

forlorn. sin of the young men was very great 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life; in the sight of the LORD; for the men 

he brings down to Sheol and treated the offering of the LoRD with 
raises up. contempt. 

7 The LORD makes poor and makes 18 Samuel was ministering before 
rich; the LORD, a boy girded with a linen 

he brings low, he also exalts. ephod. •9And his mother used to make 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; for him a little robe and take it to him 

he lifts the needy from the ash each year, when she went up with her 
heap, husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 

to make them sit with princes and 20 Then Eli would bless Elka'nah and 
inherit a seat of honor. his wife, and say, "The LORD give you 

For the pillars of the earth are the children by this woman for the loan 
LORD's, which she lent tad the LoRD"; so then 

and on them he has set the world. they would return to their home. 

9 "He will guard the feet of his faithful 
ones; 

bur the wicked shall be cut off in 
darkness; 

for not by might shall a man pre
vail. 

10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be 
broken to pieces ; 

against them he will thunder in 
heaven. 

The LORD will judge the ends of the 
earth; 

he will give strength to his king, 
and exalt the power of his 

anointed." 
11 Then Elka'nah went home to 

Ramah. And the boy ministered to the 
LORD, in the presence of Eli the priest. 

12 Now the sons of Eli were worth
less men ; they had no regard for the 
LORD. 13 The custom of the priests with 
the people was that when any man 
offered sacrifice, the priest's servant 
would come, while the meat was boiling, 
with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 
14 and he would thrust it into the pan, 
or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the 
fork brought up the priest would take 
for himself.' So they did at Shiloh to 
all the Israelites who came there. 
15 Moreover, before the fat was burned, 
the priest's servant would come and say 
to the man who was sacrificing, "Give 
meat for the priest to roast; for he will 
not accept boiled meat from you, but 
raw." 16And if the man said to him, 
"Let them bum the fat first, and then 
take as much as you wish," he would 
say, "No, you must give it now; and if 

21 And the LORD visited Hannah. 
and she conceived and bore three sons 
and two daughters. And the boy 
Samuel grew in the presence of the 
LORD. 

22 Now Eli was very old, and he 
heard all that his sons were doing to all 
Israel, and how they lay with the women 
who served at the entrance to the tent 
of meeting. 23And he said to them, 
"Why do you do such things? For I 
hear of your evil dealings from all the 
people. 24 No, my sons; it is no good 
report that I hear the people of the 
LORD spreading abroad. 25 If a man sins 
against a man, God will mediate for 
him; but if a man sins against the LORD. 
who can intercede for him?" But they 
would not listen to the voice of their 
father; for it was the will of the Lo RD 
to slay them. 

26 Now the boy Samuel continued ro 
grow both in stature and in favor with 
the LORD and with men. 

27 And there came a man of God to 
Eli, and said to him, "Thus the LORD 
has said, 'I revealed' myself to the 
house of your father when they were in 
Egypt subject to the house of Pharaoh. 
2BAnd I chose him out of all the rribes 
of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my 
altar, to bum incense, to wear an ephod 
before me; and I gave to the house of 
your father all my offerings by fire from 
the people of Israel. 29 Why then look 
with greedy eye at/ my sacrifices and 
my offerings which I commanded, and 
honor your sons above me by fattening 
yourselves upon the choicest parts of 
every offering of my people Israel?' 
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.1u Therefore the LORD the God of Israel 
declares: 'I promised that your house 
and the house of your father should go 
in and out before me for ever'; but now 
the LORD declares: 'Far be it from me; 
for those who honor me I will honor, 
and those who despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the days 
are coming, when I will cut off your 
strength and the strength of your 
father's house, so that there will not 
be an old man in your house. 32 Then 
in distress you will look with envious 
eye on all the prosperity which shall be 
bestowed upon Israel; and there shall 
not be an old man in your house for 
ever .. B The man of you whom I shall 
not cut off from my altar shall be spared 
to weep out hisY eyes and grieve his• 
heart; and all the increase of your house 
shall die by the sword of men." 34And 
this which shall befall your two sons, 
Hophni and Phin'ehas, shall be the sign 
to you: both of them shall die on the 
same day .. 15And I will raise up for my
self a faithful priest, who shall do ac
cording to what is in my heart and in 
my mind; and I will build him a sure 
house, and he shall go in and out before 
my anointed for ever. 36And every one 
who is left in your house shall come to 
implore him for a piece of silver or a 
loaf of bread, and shall say, "Put me, I 
pray you, in one of the priest's places, 
that I may eat a morsel of bread."'" 

3 Now the boy Samuel was minis
tering to the LORD under Eli. And 

the word of the LORD was rare in those 
days; there was no frequent vision. 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight 
had begun to grow dim, so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his 
own place; 3 the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down within the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. 4 Then the 
LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" i and 
he said, "Here I am!" s and ran to Eli, 
and said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." But he said, "I did not call; lie 
down again." So he went and lay 
down. 6And the LORD called again, 
"Samuel!" And Samuel arose and went 
to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you 
called me." But he said, "I did not call, 
my son; lie down again." 7 Now Samuel 
did not yet know the LORD, and the 

word of the LORD had not yet been re
vealed to him. BAnd the LORD called 
Samuel again the third time. And he 
arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here 
I am, for you called me." Then Eli per
ceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. ~Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
"Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for thy servant 
hears.' " So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

10 And the LORD came and stood 
forth, calling as at other times, "Sam
uel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, 
"Speak, for thy servant hears." 11 Then 
the LORD said to Samuel, "Behold, I 
am about to do a thing in Israel, at 
which the two ears of every one that 
hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will 
fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning 
to end. 13And I tell him that I am about 
to punish his house for ever, for the 
iniquity which he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God,J and he 
did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I 
swear to the house of Eli that the 
iniquity of Eli's house shall not be ex
piated by sacrifice or offering for ever." 

15 Samuel lay until morning; then 
he opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the 
vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel 
and said, "Samuel, my son." And he 
said, "Here I am." 17And Eli said, 
"What was it that he told you? Do not 
hide it from me. May God do so to you 
and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you." 18 So 
Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him. And he said, "It is 
the LORD; let him do what seems good 
to him." 

19 And Samuel grew, and the LoRD 
was with him and let none of his words 
fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from 
Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was established as a prophet of the 
LORD. 21And the LORD appeared again 
at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed him
self to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of 

4 the LORD. •And the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel. 

Now Israel went out to battle against 
the Philistines; they encamped at 
Ebene'zer, and the Philistines en
camped at Aphek. 2 The Philistines 
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drew up in line against Israel, and when ninety-eight years old and his eyes were 
the battle spread, Israel was defeated by set, so that he could not see. 16And the 
the Philistines, who slew about four man said to Eli, "I am he who has 
thousandmenonthefieldofbattJe.3And come from the battle; I fled from the 
when the troops came to the camp, the battle today." And he said, "How did 
elders of Israel said, "Why has the it go, my son?" 17 He who brought the 
LORD put us to rout today before tidings answered and said, "Israel has 
the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of fled before the Philistines, and there 
the covenant of the LORD here from has also been a great slaughter among 
Shiloh, that he may come among us the people; your two sons also, Hophni 
and save us from the power of our and Phin'ehas, are dead, and the ark of 
enemies." 4 So the people sent to Shiloh, God has been captured." 18 When he 
and brought from there the ark of the mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over 
covenant of the LORD of hosts, who is backward from his seat by the side of 
enthroned on the cherubim; and the two the gate; and his neck was broken and 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phin'ehas, were he died, for he was an old man, and 
there with the ark of the covenant of heavy. He had judged Israel forty years. 
God. 19 Now his daughter-in-law, the wife 

5 When the ark of the covenant of the of Phin'ehas, was with child, about to 
LORD came into the camp, all Israel give birth. And when she heard the 
gave a mighty shout, so that the earth tidings that the ark of God was cap
resounded. 6And when the Philistines tured, and that her father-in-law and 
heard the noise of the shouting, they her husband were dead, she bowed and 
said, "What does this great shouting in gave birth; for her pains came upon 
the camp of the Hebrews mean?" And her. 20And about the time of her death 
when they learned thar the ark of the rhe women attending her said to her, 
LORD had come to the camp, 7 the "Fear nor, for you have borne a son." 
Philistines were afraid; for they said, But she did nor answer or give heed. 
"A god has come into the camp." And 21And she named the child lch'abod, 
they said, "Woe to us! For norhing like saying, "The glory has departed from 
this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Israel!" because the ark of God had 
Who can deliver us from the power of been captured and because of her 
these mighry gods? These are the gods father-in-law and her husband. 21And 
who smote the Egyptians with every she said, "The glory has departed from 
sort of plague in rhe wilderness. 9 Take Israel, for the ark of God has been 
courage, and acquir yourselves like men, captured." 
0 Philisrines, lest you become slaves to 5 When rhe Philistines captured the 
the Hebrews as rhey have been to you; ark of God, rhey carried ir from 
acquit yourselves like men and fighr." Ebene'zer co Ashdod; ~ rhen the Philis-

10 So the Philisrines fought, and tines rook the ark of God and broughr ir 
Israel was defeared, and rhey fled, every into the house of Dagon and sec ir up 
man to his home; and there was a very beside Dagon. 3And when the people of 
great slaughter, for rhere fell of Israel Ashdod rose early rhe nexr day, behold, 
thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 And the Dagon had fallen face downward on 
ark of God was captured; and the rwo the ground before the ark of the LORD. 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phin'ehas, So rhey took Dagon and put him back 
were slain. in his place. 4 Bur when rhey rose early 

12 A man of Benjamin ran from rhe on the next morning, behold, Dagon 
battle line, and came to Shiloh rhe same had fallen face downward on rhe ground 
day, with his cloches rent and wirh earth before the ark of rhe LORD, and rhe head 
upon his head. I.I When he arrived, Eli of Dagon and both his hands were lying 
was sitting upon his seat by rhe road cut off upon the rhreshold; only rhe 
warching, for his heart trembled for the rrunk of Dagon was left to him. ' This 
ark of God. And when the man came is why the priests of Dagon and all who 
into the city and told the news, all the enter the house of Dagon do not rread 
city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod 
sound of the ourcry, he said, "What is co this day. 
chis uproar?" Then the man hastened 6 The hand of the LORD was hea\'\' 
and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was upon the people of Ashdod, and he rcr·-
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rified and afflicted them with tumors, land. 6 Why should you harden your 
both Ashdod and its territory. 7And hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh 
when the men of Ashdod saw how hardened their hearts? After he had 
things were, they said, "The ark of the made sport of them, did not they let the 
God of Israel must not remain with us; people go, and they departed? 7 Now 
for his hand is heavy upon us and upon then, take and prepare a new cart and 
Dagon our god." 8 So they sent and two milch cows upon which there has 
gathered together all the lords of the never come a yoke, and yoke the cows to 
Philistines, and said, "What shall we the cart, but take their calves home, 
do with the ark of the God of Israel?" away from them. 8And take the ark of 
They answered, "Let the ark of the the LORD and place it on the cart, and 
God of Israel be brought around to put in a box at its side the figures of 
Gath." So they brought the ark of the gold, which you are returning to him as 
God of Israel there. 9 But after they a guilt offering. Then send it off, and let 
had brought it around, the hand of the it go its way. 9And watch; if it goes up 
LORD was against the city, causing a on the way to its own land, to Beth-she'
very great panic, and he afflicted the mesh, then it is he who has done us this 
men of the city, both young and old, so great hann ; but if not, then we shall 
that tumors broke out upon them. 10 So know that it is not his hand that struck 
they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But us, it happened to us by chance." 
when the ark of God came to Ekron, 10 The men did so, and took two 
the people of Ekron cried out, "They milch cows and yoked them to the cart, 
have brought around to us the ark of the and shut up their calves at home. 11And 
God of Israel to slay us and our people." they put the ark of the LORD on the cart, 
11 They sent therefore and gathered to- and the box with the golden mice and 
gether all the lords of the Philistines, the images of their tumors. 12And the 
and said, "Send away the ark of the cows went straight in the direction of 
God of Israel, and let it return to its Beth-she'mesh along one highway, Iow
own place, that it may not slay us and ing as they went; they turned neither to 
our people." For there was a deathly the right nor to the left, and the lords of 
panic throughout the whole city. The the Philistines went after them as far as 
hand of God was very heavy there; the border of Beth-she'mesh. 13 Now 
12 the men who did not die were stricken the people of Beth-she'mesh were reap
with tumors, and the cry of the city ing their wheat harvest in the valley; and 
went up to heaven. when they lifted up their eyes and saw 

6 The ark of the LORD was in the the ark, they rejoiced to see it. 14 The 
country of the Philistines seven cart came into the field of Joshua of 

months. 2And the Philistines called for Beth-she'mesh, and stopped there. A 
the priests and the diviners and said, great stone was there; and they split up 
"What shall we do with the ark of the the wood of the cart and offered the 
LORD? Tell us with what we shall send cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. 
it to its place." 3 They said, "If you 15And the Levites took down the ark of 
send away the ark of the God of Israel, the LORD and the box that was beside 
do not send it empty, but by all means it, in which were the golden figures, and 
return him a guilt offering. Then you set them upon the great stone; and the 
will be healed, and it will be known to men of Beth-she'mesh offered burnt 
you why his hand does not turn away offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on that 
from you." 4And they said, "What is the day to the LORD. 16And when the five 
guilr offering that we shall return to lords of the Philistines saw it, they re
him?" They answered, "Five golden turned that day to Ekron. 
tumors and five golden mice, according 17 These are the golden tumors, 
to the number of the lords of the Philis- which the Philistines returned as a guilt 
tines; for the same plague was upon all offering to the LORD: one for Ashdod, 
of you and upon your lords. s So you one for Gaza, one for Ash'kelon, one for 
must make images of your tumors and Gath, one for Ekron; 18 also the golden 
images of your mice that ravage the mice, according to the number of all the 
land, and give glory to the God of cities of the Philistines belonging to the 
Israel; perhaps he will lighten his hand five lords, both fortified cities and un
from off you and your gods and your walled villages. The great stone, beside 
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which they set down the ark of the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered 
LORD, is a witness to this day in the field him. IOAs Samuel was offering up the 
of Joshua of Beth-she'mesh. burnt offering, the Philistines drew near 

19 And he slew some of the men of to attack Israel; but the LORD rhun
Beth-she'mesh, because they looked into dcred with a mighty voice that day 
the ark of the LORD; he slew seventy against the Philistines and threw them 
men of them,' and the people mourned into confusion; and they were routed 
because the LORD had made a great before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel 
slaughter among the people. 20 Then went our of Mizpah and pursued the 
the men of Beth-she'mesh said, "Who Philistines, and smote them, as far a<> 
is able to scand before the LORD, this below Beth-car. 
holy God? And to whom shall he go up 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set 
away from us?" 21 So they sent mes- it up between Mizpah and Jesh'anah,' 
sengers to the inhabirants of Kir'iath- and called its name Ebene'zer;"' for he 
je'arim, saying, "The Philistines have said, "Hitherto the LORD has helped 
returned the ark of the LORD. Come us." IJ So the Philistines were subdued 

7 down and cake it up to you." !And and did not again enter the territory of 
the men of Kir'iath-je'arim came Israel. And the hand of the LORD was 

and took up the ark of the LORD, and against the Philistines all the da\s of 
brought it to the house of Abin'adab on Samuel. 14 The cities which the Philis
the hill; and they consecrated his son, tines had taken from Israel were re
Elea'zar, to have charge of the ark of stored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; 
the LORD. 2 From the day that the ark and Israel rescued their territorv from 
was lodged at Kir'iath-je'arim, a long the hand of the Philistines. There was 
time passed, some twenty years, and all peace also between Israel and the 
the house of Israel lamented after the Amorites. 
LORD. 15 Samuel judged Israel all the days 

3 Then Samuel said to all the house of his life. 16And he went on a circuit 
of Israel, "If you are returning to the year by year to Bethel, Gilgal, and 
LORD with all your heart, then put away Mizpah; and he judged Israel in all 
the foreign gods and rhe Ash'tarorh these places. 17 Then he would come 
from among you, and direct your heart back to Ramah, for his home was there. 
to the LORD, and serve him only, and he and there also he administered justice 
will deliver you our of the hand of the to Israel. And he built there an altar ro 
Philistines." 4 So Israel put away the the LORD. 
Ba'als and the Ash'taroth, and they 8 When Samuel became old. he 
served the LORD only. made his sons judges o\·er Israel. 

5 Then Samuel said, "Gather all ~The name of his first-born son was 
Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the Jo"el, and the name of his second, Abi -
LORD for you." 6 So they gathered at jah; they were judges in Beer-sheba. 
Mizpah, and drew water and poured it 3 Yet his sons did nor walk in his wavs, 
out before the LORD, and fasted on that but turned aside after gain; they to.ok 
day, and said there, "We have sinned bribes and perverted justice. 
against the LORD." And Samuel judged 4 Then all the elders of Israel gath
the people of Israel at Mizpah. 7 Now ered together and came to Samuel at 
when the Philistines heard that the Ramah, ' and said to him, "Behold, vou 
people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, are old and your sons do not walk in 
the lords of the Philistines went up your ways; now appoint for us a king to 
against Israel. And when the people of govern us like all the nations." 6 But the 
Israel heard of it they were afraid of the thing displeased Samuel when they 
Philistines. MAnd the people of Israel said, "Give us a king to gm·ern us." 
said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry to And Samuel prayed to the LORD. -And 
the LORD our God for us, that he may the LORD said to Samuel, "Hearken to 
save us from the hand of the Philis- the voice of the people in all that they 
tines." 9 So Samuel took a sucking lamb say to you; for they have not rejected 
and offered it as a whole burnt offering you, but they have rejected me from 
to the LORD; and Samuel cried to the being king over them. HAccording to all 
1.· Cn: Heb of the people sevemy me11,fifty rho11sa,1d nwi 1 Gk Syr: Heb Shoi 
m That is Stot1c of help 
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the deeds which they have done to me," of Israel more handsome than he; from 
from the day I brought them up out of his shoulders upward he was taller than 
Egypt even to this day, forsaking me any of the people. 
and serving other· gods, so they are also 3 Now the asses of Kish, Saul's 
doing to you. 9 Now then, hearken to father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul 
their voice; only, you shall solemnly his son, "Take one of the servants with 
warn them, and show them the ways you, and arise, go and look for the 
of the king who shall reign over asses." 4And theyP passed through the 
them." hill country of E'phraim and passed 

10 So Samuel told all the words of the through the land of Shal'ishah, but they 
I .ORD to the people who were asking a did not find them. And they passed 
king from him. 11 He said, "These will through the land of Sha'alim, but they 
be the ways of the king who will reign were not there. Then they passed 
over you: he will take your sons and through the land of Benjamin, but did 
appoint them to his chariots and to be not find them. 
his horsemen, and to run before his 5 When they came to the land of 
chariots; 12 and he will appoint for Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was 
himself commanders of thousands and with him, "Come, let us go back, lest 
commanders of fifties, and some to plow my father cease to care about the asses 
his ground and to reap his harvest, and and become anxious about us." 6 But 
ta.make his implements of war and the he said to him, "Behold, there is a man 
equipment of his chariots. 13 He will of God in this city, and he is a man that 
take your daughters to be perfwners is held in honor; all that he says comes 
and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take true. Let us go there; perhaps he can 
the best of your fields and vineyards and tell us about the journey on which we 
olive orchards and give them to his have set out." 7 Then Saul said to his 
servants. IS He will take the tenth of servant, "But if we go, what can we 
your grain and of your vineyards and bring the man? For the bread in our 
give it to his officers and to his servants. sacks is gone, and there is no present to 
16 He will take your menservants and bring to the man of God. What have 
maidservants, and the best of your we?" 8 The servant answered Saul 
cattle" and your asses, and put them to again, "Here, I have with me the founh 
his work. 17 He will take the tenth of pan of a shekel of silver, and I will give 
your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. it to the man of God, to tell us our 
I8And in that day you will cry out be- way." 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a 
cause of your king, whom you have man went to inquire of God, he said, 
chosen for yourselves; but the LORD "Come, let us go to the seer"; for he 
will not answer you in that day." who is now called a prophet was former-

19 But the people refused to listen to ly called a seer.) IOAnd Saul said to his 
the voice of Samuel; and they said, servant, "Well said; come, let us go." 
"No! but we will have a king over us, So they went to the city where the man 
20 that we also may be like all the na- of God was. 
tions, and that our king may govern us 11 As they went up the hill to the 
and go out before us and fight our city, they met young maidens coming 
battles." 2IAnd when Samuel had heard out to draw water, and said to them, "Is 
all the words of the people, he repeated the seer here?" 12 They answered, "He 
them in the ears of the LORD. 22And the is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Make 
LORD said to Samuel, "Hearken to their haste; he has come just now to the city, 
voice, and make them a king." Samuel because the people have a sacrifice today 
then said to the men of Israel, "Go on the high place. 13As soon as you enter 
every man to his city." the city, you will find him, before he 

9 There was a man of Benjamin goes up to the high place to eat; for the 
whose name was Kish, the son of people will not eat till he comes, since 

Abi'el, son of Zeror, son of Beco'rath, he must bless the sacrifice; afterward 
son of Aphi'ah, a Benjaminite, a man of those eat who are invited. Now go up, 
wealth; 2 and he had a son whose name for you will meet him immediately." 
was Saul, a handsome young man. 14 So they went up to the city. As they 
There was not a man among the people were entering the city, they saw Samuel 
11 Gk: Heb lacks 10 me u Gk: Heb young men P Gk Vg: Heb he 
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coming out toward them on his way up 
to the high place. 

15 Now the day before Saul came, the 
LORD had revealed to Samuel: 16 "To
morrow about this time I will send to 
you a man from the land of Benjamin, 
and you shall anoint him to be prince 
over my people Israel. He shall save my 
people from the hand of the Philistines; 
for I have seen the affliction ofo my 
people, because their cry has come to 
me." 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the 
LORD told him, "Here is the man of 
whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall 
rule over my people." 18 Then Saul ap
proached Samuel in the gate, and said, 
"Tell me where is the house of the 
seer?" 19 Samuel answered Saul, "I am 
the seer; go up before me to the high 
place, for today you shall eat with me, 
and in the morning I will let you go and 
will tell you all that is on your mind. 
20As for your asses that were lost three 
days ago, do not set your mind on them, 
for they have been found. And for 
whom is all that is desirable in Israel? 
Is it not for you and for all your father's 
house?" 21 Saul answered, "Am I not a 
Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes 
of Israel? And is not my family the 
humblest of all the families of the tribe 
of Benjamin? Why then have you 
spoken to me in this way?" 

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his 
servant and brought them into the hall 
and gave them a place at the head of 
those who had been invited, who were 
about thirty persons. 23And Samuel said 
to the cook, "Bring the portion I gave 
you, of which I said to you, 'Put it 
aside.' " 24 So the cook took up the leg 
and the upper portion' and set them 
before Saul; and Samuel said, "See, 
what was kept is set before you. Eat; 
because it was kept for you until the 
hour appointed, that you might eat with 
the guests. "s 

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 
25And when they came down from the 
high place into the city, a bed was 
spread for Saul' upon the roof, and he 
lay down to sleep. 26 Then at the break 
of dawn" Samuel called to Saul upon 
the roof, "Up, that I may send you on 
your way." So Saul arose, and both he 
and Samuel went out into the street. 

27 As they were going down to the 
outskirts of the city, Samuel said to 
Saul, "Tell the servant to pass on before 
us, and when he has passed on stop here 
yourself for a while, that I may make 
known to you the word of God." 

lo Then Samuel took a vial of oil 
and poured it on his head, and 

kissed him and said, "Has not the LORD 
anointed you to be prince over his peo
ple Israel? And you shall reign over the 
people of the LORD and you will save 
them f1om the hand of their enemies 
round about. And this shall be the sign 
to you that the LORD has anointed you 
to be princew over his heritage. 2 When 
you depart from me today you will 
meet two men by Rachel's tomb in the 
territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and 
they will say to you, 'The asses which 
you went to seek are found, and now 
your father has ceased to care about the 
asses and is anxious about you, saying, 
"What shall I do about my son?" ' 
3 Then you shall go on from there fur
ther and come to the oak of Tabor; 
three men going up to God at Bethel 
will meet you there, one carrying three 
kids, another carrying three loaves of 
bread, and another carrying a skin of 
wine. 4And they will greet you and give 
you two loaves of bread, which you shall 
accept from their hand. 5After thar you 
shall come to Gib'eathelohim,I where 
there is a garrison of the Philistines; and 
there, as you come to the city, you will 
meet a band of prophets coming down 
from the high place with harp, tam
bourine, flute, and lyre before them, 
prophesying. 6 Then the spirit of the 
LORD will come mightily upon you, and 
you shall prophesy with them and be 
turned into another man. 7 Now when 
these signs meet you, do wharever your 
hand finds to do, for God is with you. 
BAnd you shall go down before me to 
Gilgal; and behold, I am coming to you 
to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice 
peace offerings. Seven days you shall 
wait, until I come to you and show you 
what you shall do." 

9 When he turned his back to leave 
Samuel, God gave him another heart; 
and all these signs came to pass that 
day. 10 When they came to Gib'e-ah,' 
behold, a band of prophets met him ; 

q Gk: Heb lacks the afflialon of r Heb obscure s Cn: Heb sayfrrg, I have invited rhe people 
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and the spirit of God came mightily the people, "Do you see him whom the 
upon him, and he prophesied among LORD has chosen? There is none like 
them. 11And when all who knew him him among all the people." And all 
before saw how he prophesied with the the people shouted, "Long live the 
prophets, the people said to one an- king!" 
other, "What has come over the son of 25 Then Samuel told the people the 
Kish? Is Saul also among the proph- rights and duties of the kingship; and he 
ets?" 12And a man of the place an- wrote them in a book and laid it up be
swered, "And who is their father?" fore the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the 
Therefore it became a proverb, "Is Saul people away, each one to his home. 
also among the prophets?" 13 When he 26 Saul also went to his home at Gib' -
had finished prophesying, he came to e-ah, and with him went men of valor 
the high place. whose hearts God had touched. 27 But 

14 Saul's uncle said to him and to his some worthless fellows said, "How can 
servant, "Where did you go?" And he this man save us?" And they despised 
said, "To seek the asses; and when we him, and brought him no present. But 
saw they were not to be found, we went he held his peace. 
to Samuel." 15And Saul's uncle said, 11 Then Nahash the Ammonir; 
"Pray, tell me what Samuel said to went up and besieged Ja'besJ,_ 
you." 16And Saul said to his uncle, "He gil'ead; and all the men of Jabesh said 
told us plainly that the asses had been to Nahash, "Make a treaty with us, and 
found." But about the matter of the we will serve you." 2 But Nahash the 
kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken, Ammonite said to them, "On this con
he did not tell him anything. dition I will make a treaty with you, 

17 Now Samuel called the people to- that I gouge out all your right eyes, and 
gether to the LORD at Mizpah; 18 and thus put disgrace upon all Israel." 
he said to the people of Israel, "Thus J The elders of Jabesh said to him, 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I "Give us seven days respite that we may 
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I send messengers through all the ter
delivered you from the hand of the ritory of Israel. Then, if there is no one 
Egyptians and from the hand of all the to save us, we will give ourselves up to 
kingdoms that were oppressing you.' you." 4 When the messengers came to 
19 But you have this day rejected your Gib'e-ah of Saul, they reported the 
God, who saves you from all your matter in the ears of the people; and all 
calamities and your distresses; and you the people wept aloud. 
have said, 'No! but set a king over us.' 5 Now Saul was coming from the 
Now therefore present yourselves be- field behind the oxen; and Saul said, 
fore the LORD by your tribes and by "What ails the people, that they are 
your thousands." weeping?" So they told him the tidings 

20 Then Samuel brought all the of the men of Jabesh. 6And the spirit of 
tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of God came mightily upon Saul when he 
Benjamin was taken by lot. 21 He heard these words, and his anger was 
brought the tribe of Benjamin near by greatly kindled. 7 He took a yoke of 
its families, and the family of the oxen, and cut them in pieces and sent 
Matrices was taken by lot; finally he them throughout all the territory of 
brought the family of the Matrites near Israel by the hand of messengers, say
man by man," and Saul the son of Kish ing, "Whoever does not come out after 
was taken by lot. But when they sought Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to 
him, he could not be found. 22 So they his oxen!" Then the dread of the LORD 
inquired again of the LORD, "Did the fell upon the people, and they came out 
man come hither?"b and the LORD said, as one man. 8 When he mustered them 
"Behold, he has hidden himself among at Bezek, the men of Israel were three 
the baggage." 23 Then they ran and hundred thousand, and the men of 
fetched him from there; and when he Judah thirty thousand. 9And they said 
stood among the people, he was taller to the messengers who had come, 
than any of the people from his shoul- "Thus shall you say to the men of Ja'
ders upward. 24And Samuel said to all besh-gil'ead: 'Tomorrow, by the time 
~o?.~~~b1 15~~ 1~~4r24_. man by mw1 h Gk: Heb Is there yet a man 10 come hither J 
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the suu is hot, you shall have deliver- fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 
ance.' "When the messengers came and 7 Now therefore stand still, that I may 
told the men of Jabesh, they were glad. plead with you before the LORD con-
10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, cerning all the saving deeds of the 
"Tomorrow we will give ourselves up LORD which he performed for you and 
to you, and you may do to us whatever for your fathers. 8 When Jacob went 
seems good to you." 11And on the into Egypt and the Egyptians oppressed 
morrow Saul put the people in three them,' then your fathers cried to the 
companies; and they came into the LORD and the LORD sent Moses and 
midst of the camp in the morning Aaron, who brought forth your fathers 
watch, and cut down the Ammonites out of Egypt, and made them dwell in 
until the heat of the day; and those who this place. 9 But they forgot the LORD 
survived were scattered, so that no two their God; and he sold them into the 
of them were left together. hand of Sis'era, commander of the army 

12 Then the people said to Samuel, of Jabin king off Hazor, and into the 
"Who is it that said, 'Shall Saul reign hand of the Philistines, and into the 
over us?' Bring the men, that we may hand of the king of Moab; and they 
put them to death." 13 But Saul said, fought against them. 10And they cried to 
"Not a man shall be put to death this the LORD, and said, 'We have sinned, 
day, for today the LORD has wrought because we have forsaken the LORD, and 
deliverance in Israel." 14 Then Samuel have served the Ba'als and the Ash'
said to the people, "Come, let us go to taroth; but now deliver us out of the 
Gilgal and there renew the kingdom." hand of our enemies, and we will serve 
15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and thee.' llAnd the LORD sent Jerubba'al 
there they made Saul king before the and Barak,9 and Jephthah, and Samuel, 
LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed and delivered you out of the hand of 
peace offerings before the LORD, and your enemies on every side; and you 
there Saul and all the men of Israel re- dwelt in safety. 12And when you saw 
joiced greatly. that Nahash the king of the Am-

12 And Samuel said to all Israel, monites came against you, you said to 
"Behold, I have hearkened to me, 'No, but a king shall reign over us,' 

your voice in all that you have said to when the LORD your God was your 
me, and have made a king over you. king. 13And now behold the king whom 
2And now, behold, the king walks be- you have chosen, for whom you have 
fore you; and I am old and gray, and asked; behold, the LORD has set a king 
behold, my sons are with you; and I over you. 14 If you will fear the LORD 
have walked before you from my youth and serve him and hearken to his voice 
until this day. 3 Here I am; testify and not rebel against the command
against me before the LORD and before ment of the LORD, and if both you and 
his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? the king who reigns over you will follow 
Or whose ass have I taken? Or whom the LORD your God, it will be well; 
have I defrauded? Whom have I op- 15 but if you will not hearken to the 
pressed? Or from whose hand have I voice of the LORD, but rebel against the 
taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? commandment of the LoRD, then the 
Testify against me< and I will restore hand of the LORD will be against you 
it to you." 4 They said, "You have not and your king.h 16 Now therefore stand 
defrauded us or oppressed us or taken still and see this great thing, which the 
anything from any man's hand." 5And LORD will do before your eyes. 17 Is it 
he said t~ them, "The LORD is witness not wheat harvest today? I will call 
against you, and his anointed is witness upon the LORD, that he may send 
this day, that you have not found any- thunder and rain; and you shall know 
thing in my hand." And they said, and see that your wickedness is great, 
"He is witness." which you have done in the sight of the 

6 And Samuel said to the people, LORD, in asking for yourselves a king." 
"The LORD is witness,d who appointed 18 So Samuel called upon the LORD, and 
Moses and Aaron and brought your the LORD sent thunder and rain that 

c Gk: Heb lacks Temfy aga.-,m me d Gk: Heb lacks is witness 
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day; and all the people greatly feared 
the LORD and Samuel. 

19 And all the people said to Samuel, 
"Pray for your servants co the LORD 
your God, that we may nor die; for we 
have added co all our sins chis evil, to 
ask for ourselves a king." 20And Samuel 
said to the people, "Fear not; you have 
done all chis evil, yec do not turn aside 
from following the LORD, bur serve the 
LORD with all your heart; 21 and do not 
turn aside afceri vain things which can
not profit or save, for they are vain. 
22 For che LORD will noc case away his 
people, for his great name's sake, be
cause ic has pleased the LORD co make 
you a people for himself. 23 Moreover 
as for me, far be it from me that I 
should sin against the LORD by ceasing 
to pray for you; and I will instruct you 
in the good and the right way. 24 Only 
fear the LORD, and serve him faithfully 
with all your heart; for consider what 
great things he has done for you. 25 Bue 
if you still do wickedly, you shall be 
swept away, both you and your king." 

13 Saul was .. .J years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned 

... and twok years over Israel. 
2 Saul chose three thousand men of 

Israel; two thousand were with Saul in 
Michmash and the hill country of 
Bechel, and a thousand were with Jon
athan in Gib'e-ah of Benjamin; the rest 
of the people he sent home, every man 
to his tent. 3 Jonathan defeated the garri
son of the Philistines which was ac Geba; 
and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul 
blew the trumpet throughout all the 
land, saying, "Lee the Hebrews hear." 
4And all Israel heard ic said that Saul 
had defeated the garrison of the Philis
tines, and also that Israel had become 
odious to the Philistines. And the people 
were called our to join Saul ac Gilgal. 

5 And the Philistines mustered to 
fight with Israel, chircy thousand 
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, 
and troops like the sand m1 the seashore 
in multitude; they came up and en
camped in Michmash, to the ease of 
.Beth-a'ven. 6 When the men of Israel 
saw that they were in straits (for the 
people were hard pressed), the people 
hid themselves in caves and in holes 
and in rocks and in combs and in cis-

terns, 7 or crossed the fords of the 
Jordanl to the land of Gad and Gilead. 
Saul was still ac Gilgal, and all the 
people followed him trembling. 

8 He waited seven days, che time ap
pointed by Samuel; bur Samuel did 
nor come co Gilgal, and the people were 
scactering from him. 9 So Saul said, 
"Bring the burnt offering here co me, 
and the peace offerings." And he 
offered the burnt offering. IOAs soon as 
he had finished offering the burnt offer
ing, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 
went our to meet him and salute him. 
11 Samuel said, "What have you done?" 
And Saul said, "When I saw that the 
people were scactering from me, and 
that you did not come within the days 
appointed, and that the Philistines had 
mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, 'Now 
the Philistines will come down upon me 
ac Gilgal, and I have nor entreated the 
favor of the LORD'; so I forced myself, 
and offered the burnt offering." 13And 
Samuel said to Saul, "You have done 
foolishly; you have not kept the com
mandment of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you; for now the 
LORD would have established your king
dom over Israel for ever. 14 But now 
your kingdom shall nor continue; the 
LORD has sought out a man after his 
own heart; and the LORD has appointed 
him co be prince over his people, be
cause you have not kept what the LORD 
commanded you." 15And Samuel arose, 
and went up from Gilgal to Gib'e-ah 
of Benjamin. 

And Saul numbered the people who 
were present with lllm, about six hun
dred men. 16And Saul, and Jonathan 
his son, and the people who were 
present with chem, stayed in Geba of 
Benjanlin; but the Philistines encanlped 
in Michmash. 17 And raiders c301e our of 
the canlp of the Philistines in three 
companies; one company turned to
ward Ophrah, to the land of Shu'al, 
18 another company turned toward 
Beth-boron, and :mother company 
turned coward the border char looks 
down upon the valley of Zebo'im 
coward the wilderness. 

19 Now there was no smith to be 
found throughout all the land of Israel; 
for the Philistines said, "Lest the 

~Gk Syr Tg Vg: Heb because after J The number is lacking in Heb 
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Hebrews make themselves swords or shall be the sign to us." 11 So both of 
spears"; 20 but every one of the Is- them showed themselves to the garrison 
raelites went down to the Philistines to of the Philistines; and the Philistines 
sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his said, "Look, Hebrews are coming out of 
axe, or his sickle;"' 21 and the charge the holes where they have hid them
was a pirn for the plowshares and for the selves." 12And the men of the garrison 
mattocks, and a third of a shekel for hailed Jonathan and his armor-bearer, 
sharpening the axes and for setting the and said, "Come up to us, and we will 
goads." 22 So on the day of the battle show you a thing." And Jonathan said 
there was neither sword nor spear found to his armor-bearer, "Come up after 
in the hand of any of the people with me; for the LORD has given them into 
Saul and Jonathan; but Saul and Jona- the hand of Israel." 13 Then Jonathan 
than his son had them. 21And the gar- climbed up on his hands and feet, and 
rison of the Philistines went out to the his armor-bearer after him. A.id they 
pass of Michmash. fell before Jonathan, and his armor-

14 One day Jonathan the son of bearer killed them after him; 14 and that 
Saul said to the young man who first slaughter, which Jonathan and his 

bore his armor, "Come, let us go over armor-bearer made, was of about 
to the Philistine garrison on yonder twenty men within as it were half a 
side." But he did not tell his father. furrow's length in an acre' of land. 
2 Saul was staying in the outskirts of 15And there was a panic in the camp, 
Gib'e-ah under the pomegranate tree in the field, and among all the people; 
which is at Migron; the people who the garrison and even the raiders 
were with him were about six hundred trembled; the earth quaked; and it 
men, J and Ahi'jah the son of Ahi'tub, became a very great panic. 
lch'abod's brother, son of Phin'ehas, 16 And the watchmen of Saul in 
son of Eli, the priest of the LORD in Gib'e-ah of Benjamin looked; and be
Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the hold, the multitude was surging hither 
people did not know that Jonathan had and thither.' 17 Then Saul said to the 
gone. 4 In the pass," by which Jonathan people who were with him, "Number 
sought to go over to the Philistine and see who has gone from us." And 
garrison, there was a rocky crag on the when they had numbered, behold, Jona
one side and a rocky crag on the other than and his armor-bearer were not 
side; the name of the one was Bozez, there. 18And Saul said to Ahi'jah, 
and the name of the other Seneh. 5 The "Bring hither the ark of God." For the 
one crag rose on the north in front of ark of God went at that time with the 
Michmash, and the other on the south people of Israel. 19And while Saul was 
in front of Geba. talking to the priest, the tumult in the 

6 And Jonathan said to the young camp of the Philistines increased more 
man who bore his armor, "Come, let and more; and Saul said to the priest, 
us go over to the garrison of these un- "Withdraw your hand." 20 Then Saul 
circumcised; it may be that the LORD and all the people who were with him 
will work for us; for nothing can rallied and went into the battle; and be
hinder the LORD from saving by many hold, every man's sword was against 
or by few." 7And his armor-bearer said his fellow, and there was very great con
to him, "Do all that your mind inclines fusion. 21 Now the Hebrews who had 
to ;r> behold, I am with you, as is your been with the Philistines before that 
mind so is mine."'' 8 Then said Jona- time and who had gone up with them 
than, "Behold, we will cross over to the into the camp, even they also turned to 
men, and we will show ourselves to be with1 the Israelites who were with 
them. 9 If they say to us, 'Wait until we Saul and Jonathan. 22 Likewise, when 
come to you,' then we will stand still in all the men of Israel who had hid them
our place, and we will not go up to selves in the hill country of E'phraim 
them. 10 But if they say, 'Come up to heard that the Philistines were fleeing, 
us,' then we will go up; for the LORD has they too followed hard after them in the 
given them into our hand. And this battle. 23 So the LORD delivered Israel 

m Gk: Heb plowshare 11 The Heb of this verse is obscure 0 Heb betwem the passits 
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that day; and the battle passed beyond "Do whatever seems good to you." 
Beth-a'ven. But the priest said, "Let us draw near 

24 And the men of Israel were dis- hit!1er to God." 37And Saul inquired of 
tressed that day; for Saul laid an oath God, "Shall I go down after the Philis
on the people, saying, "Cursed be the tines? Wilt thou give them into the hand 
man who eats food until it is evening of Israel?" But he did not answer him 
and I am avenged on my enemies." So that day. 38And Saul said, "Come 
none of the people tasted food. 2SAnd hither, all you leaders of the people; and 
all the people" came into the forest; and know and see how this sin has arisen 
there was honey on the ground. 26And today. 39 For as the LoRD lives who 
when the people entered the forest, be- saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan 
hold, the honey was dropping, but no my son, he shall surely die." But there 
man put his hand to his mouth; for the was not a man among all the people that 
people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan answered him. 40 Then he said to all 
had not heard his father charge the peo- Israel, "You shall be on one side, and I 
pie with the oath; so he put forth the and Jonathan my son will be on the 
tip of the staff that was in his hand, and other side." And the people said to 
dipped it in the honeycomb, and put his Saul, "Do what seems good to you." 
hand to his mouth; and his eyes became 41 Therefore Saul said, "0 LORD God of 
bright. 28 Then one of the people said, Israel, why hast thou not answered thy 
"Your father strictly charged the people servant this day? If this guilt is in me 
with an oath, saying, 'Cursed be the or in Jonathan my son, 0 LORD, God of 
man who eats food this day.'" And the Israel, give Urim; but if this guilt is in 
people were faint. 29 Then Jonathan thy people Israel,w give Thununim." 
said, "My father has troubled the land; And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but 
see how my eyes have become bright, the people escaped. 42 Then Saul said, 
because I tasted a little of this honey. "Cast the lot between me and my son 
30 How much better if the people had Jonathan." And Jonathan was taken. 
eaten freely today of the spoil of their 43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, "Tell 
enemies which they found; for now the me what you have done." And Jonathan 
slaughter among the Philistines has not told him, "I tasted a little honey with 
been great." the tip of the staff that was in my hand; 

31 They struck down the Philistines here I am, I will die." 44And Saul said, 
that day from Michmash to Ai'jalon. "God do so to me and more also; you 
And the people were very faint; 32 the shall surely die, Jonathan." 45 Then the 
people flew upon the spoil, and took people said to Saul, "Shall Jonathan 
sheep and oxen and calves, and slew die, who has wrought this great victory 
them on the ground; and the people ate in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, 
them with the blood. 33 Then they told there shall not one hair of his head fall 
Saul, "Behold, the people are sinning to the ground; for he has wrought with 
against the LoRD, by eating with the God this day." So the people ransomed 
blood." And he said, "You have dealt Jonathan, that he did not die. 46 Then 
treacherously; roll a great stone to me Sau! went up from pursuing the Philis
here." v .l4And Saul said, "Disperse tines; and the Philistines went to their 
yourselves among the people, and say to own place. 
them, 'Let every man bring his ox or 47 When Saul had taken the kingship 
his sheep, and slay them here, and eat; over Israel, he fought against all his 
and do not sin against the LORD by enemies on every side, against Moab, 
eating with the blood.' " So every one against the Ammonites, against Edom, 
of the people brought his ox with him against the kings of Zobah, and against 
that night, and slew them there. 35And the Philistines; wherever he turned he 
Saul built an altar to the LORD; it was put them to the worse. 4RAnd he did 
the first altar that he built to the LORD. valiantly, and smote the Amal'ekites, 

36 Then Saul said, "Let us go down and delivered Israel out of the hands of 
after the Philistines by night and despoil those who plundered them. 
them until the morning light; let us not 49 Now the sons of Saul were Jona
leave a man of them." And they said, than, Ishvi, and Mal'chishu'a; and the 
11 Heh /a,,J '' Gk: Heb chis day w Vg Compare Gk: Heb Saul said to the LORD, the God of Israel 
14.49: I Sam 31.2; I Chron I0.2. 
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names of his two daughters were these : 
the name of the first-born was Merab, 
and the name of the younger Michal ; 
so and the name of Saul's wife was 
Ahin'o-am the daughter of Ahim'a-az. 
And the name of the commander of his 
army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul's 
uncle; SI Kish was the father of Saul, 
and Ner the father of Abner was the son 
of Abi'el. 

52 There was hard fighting against 
the Philistines all the days of Saul; and 
when Saul saw any strong man, or any 
valiant man, he anached him to himself. 

15 And Samuel said to Saul, "The 
LORD sent me to anoint you king 

over his people Israel; now therefore 
hearken to the words of the LORD. 2 Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, 'I will punish 
what Am'alek did to Israel in opposing 
them on the way, when they came up out 
of Egypt. 3 Now go and smite Am'alek, 
and utterly destroy all that they have; 
do not spare them, but kill both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, camel and ass.' " 

4 So Saul summoned the people, and 
numbered them in Tela'im, two hun
dred thousand men on foot, and ten 
thousand men of Judah. SAnd Saul 
came to the city of Am'alek, and lay in 
wait in the valley. 6And Saul said to the 
Ken'ites, "Go, depan, go down from 
among the Amal'ekites, lest I destroy 
you with them; for you showed kind
ness to all the people of Israel when 
they came up out of Egypt." So the 
Ken'ites depaned from among the 
Amal'ekites. 7And Saul defeated the 
Amal'ekites, from Hav'ilah as far as 
Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8And he 
took Agag the king of the Amal'ekites 
alive, and utterly destroyed all the peo
ple with the edge of the sword. 9 But 
Saul and the people spared Agag, and 
the best of the sheep and of the oxen and 
of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all 
that was good, and would not unerly 
destroy them; all that was despised and 
wonhless they utterly destroyed. 

10 The word of the LORD came to 
Samuel: 11 "I repent that I have made 
Saul king; for he has turned back from 
following me, and has not performed 
my commandments." And Samuel was 
angry ; and he cried to the LORD all 
night. 12And Samuel rose early to meet 
Saul in the morning; and it was told 
15.22: Mk 12.33. 

Samuel, "Saul came to Carmel, and 
behold, he set up a monument for him
self and turned, and passed on, and 
went down to Gilgal." BAnd Samuel 
came to Saul, and Saul said to him, 
"Blessed be you to the LORD; I have 
performed the commandment of the 
LORD." 14And Samuel said, "What then 
is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, 
and the lowing of the oxen which I 
hear?" 15 Saul said, "They have brought 
them from the Amal'ekites; for the 
people spared the best of the sheep and 
of the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your 
God; and the rest we have utterly de
stroyed." 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, 
"Stop! I will tell you what the LORD 
said to me this night." And he said to 
him, "Say on_,, 

17 And Samuel said, "Though you 
are little in your own eyes, are you not 
the head of the tribes of Israel? The 
LORD anointed you king over Israel. 
18And the LORD sent you on a mission, 
and said, 'Go, utterly destroy the 
sinners, the Amal'ekites, and fight 
against them until they are consumed.' 
19 Why then did you not obey the voice 
of the LoRD? Why did you swoop on the 
spoil, and do what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD?" 20And Saul said to Sam
uel, "I have obeyed the voice of the 
LORD, I have gone on the mission on 
which the LORD sent me, I have brought 
Agag the king of Am'alek, and I have 
utterly destroyed the Amal'ekites. 21 But 
the people took of the spoil, sheep and 
oxen, the best of the things devoted to 
destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD 
your God in Gilgal." 22And Samuel 
said, 
"Has the LORD as great delight in 

burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
as in obeying the voice of the 

LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacri

fice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. 

2-1 For rebellion is as the sin of divina
tion, 

and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word 
of the LORD, 

he has also rejected you from being 
king." 

24 And Saul said to Samuel, "I have 
sinned; for I have transgressed the 
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commandment of the LoRD and your 
word.,, because I feared the people and 
obcvcd their voice. 25 Now therefore, I 
pra\·, pardon my sin, and return with 
me: that I may worship the LORD." 
'"And Samuel said to Saul, "I will not 
return with you; for you have rejected 
the word of the LORD, and the LORD has 
rejected you from being king over 
brae I." 27 As Samuel turned to go away, 
Saul laid hold upon the skirt of his robe, 
and it tore. 2XAnd Samuel said to him, 
"The LORD has torn the kingdom of 
hrael from you this day, and has given 
it w a neighbor of yours, who is better 
than you. 2'1And also the Glory of Israel 
will not lie or repent; for he is not a 
man, that he should repent." .\ll Then he 
said, "I have sinned; yet honor me now 
before the elders of my people and be
fore Israel, and return with me, that I 
may worship the LORD your God." 
" So Samuel turned back after Saul; 
and Saul worshiped the LORD. 

32 Then Samuel said, "Bring here to 
me Agag the king of the Amal'ekites." 
And Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag 
snid, "Surely the bitterness of death is 
past." .\JAnd Samuel said, "As your 
sword has made women childless, so 
shall your mother be childless among 
women." And Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieces before the LORD in Gilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and 
Saul went up to his house in Gib'e-ah of 
Saul. .\5And Samuel did not see Saul 
again until the day of his death, but 
Samuel grieved over Saul. And the 
LORD repented that he had made Saul 
king over Israel. 

16 The LORD said to Samuel, 
"How long will you grieve over 

Saul, seeing I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil, and go; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlchemite, for I have pro
vided for myself a king among his sons." 
2And Samuel said, "How can I go? If 
Saul hears it, he will kill me." And the 
LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and 
say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD.' .\And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me him whom 
I name to you." 4 Samuel did what the 
LORD commanded, and came to Bethle
hem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, "Do you 
come peaceably?" 'And he said, "Peace-

ably; I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD; consecrate yourselves, and come 
with me to the sacrifice." And he con
secrated Jesse and his sons, and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they came, he looked on 
Eli'ab and thought, "Surely the LORD's 
anointed is before him." 7 But the LORD 
said to Samuel, "Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the LORD sees not as man secs; man 
looks on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart." x Then 
Jesse called Abin'adab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. And he said, 
"Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one." 9 Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, "Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one." ltJAnd Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, 
"The LORD has not chosen these." 
llAnd Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all 
your sons here?" And he said, "There 
remains yet the youngest, but behold, 
he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel 
said to Jesse, "Send and fetch him; for 
we will not sit down till he comes here." 
12And he sent, and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eye~, 
and was handsome. And the LORD said, 
"Arise, anoint him; for this is he." 
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD 
came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. And Samuel rose up, and 
went to Ramah. 

14 Now the Spirit of the LORD de
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the LORD tormented him. 15And 
Saul's servants said to him, "Behold 
now, an evil spirit from God is tor
menting you. 16 Let our lord now com
mand your servants, who are before 
you, to seek out a man who is skilful in 
playing the lyre; and when the evil 
spirit from God is upon you, he will 
play it, and you will be well." 17 So Saul 
said to his servants, "Provide for me a 
man who can play well, and bring him 
to me." IH One of the young men an
swered, "Behold, I have seen a son of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skilful in 
playing, a man of valor, a man of war, 
prudent in speech, and a man of good 
presence; and the LORD is with him." 
'9 Therefore Saul sent messengers to 
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Jesse, a!\d said, "Send me David your 
son, who is with the sheep." 20And 
Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and 
a skin of wine and a kid, and sent them 
by David his son to Saul. 21And David 
came to Saul, and entered his service. 
And Saul loved him greatly, and he 
became his armor-bearer. 22And Saul1 

sent to Jesse, saying, "Let David re
main in my service, for he has found 
favor in my sight." 23And whenever the 
evil spirit from God was upon Saul, 
David took the lyre and played it with 
his hand; so Saul was refreshed, and 
was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 

17 Now the Philistines gathered 
their armies for battle; and they 

were gathered at Socoh, which belongs 
to Judah, and encamped between So
coh and Aze'kah, in E'phes-dam'mim. 
2And Saul and the men of Israel were 
gathered, and encamped in the valley of 
Elah, and drew up in line of battle 
against the Philistines. 3And the Philis
tines stood on the mountain on the one 
side, and Israel stood on the mountain 
on the other side, with a valley between 
them. 4And there came out from the 
camp of the Philistines a champion 
named Goliath, of Gath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span. s He had a 
helmet of bronze on his head, and he 
was armed with a coat of mail, and the 
weight of the coat was five thousand 
shekels of bronze. 6And he had greaves 
of bronze upon his legs, and a javelin of 
bronze slung between his shoulders. 
7 And the shaft of his spear was like a 
weaver's beam, and his spear's head 
weighed six hundred shekels of iron; 
and his shield-bearer went before him. 
8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of 
Israel, "Why have you come out to 
draw up for battle? Am I not a Philis
tine, and are you not servants of Saul? 
Choose a man for yourselves, and let 
him come down to me. 9 If he is able to 
fight with me and kill me, then we will 
be your servants; but if I prevail against 
him and kill him, then you shall be our 
servants and serve us." IOAnd the 
Philistine said, "I defy the ranks of 
Israel this day; give me a man, that we 
may fight together." ll When Saul and 
all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and 
greatly afraid. 
T Gk Syr: Heb amouf! mo1 

12 Now David was the son of an 
Eph'rathite of Bethlehem in Judah, 
named Jesse, who had eight sons. In the 
days of Saul the man was already old 
and advanced in years.I 13 The three 
eldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul 
to the battle; and the names of his three 
sons who went to the battle were Eli'ab 
the first-born, and next to him Abin'
adab, and the third Shammah. 14 David 
was the youngest; the three eldest fol
lowed Saul, IS but David went back and 
forth from Saul to feed his father's 
sheep at Bethlehem. 16 For forty days 
the Philistine came forward and took his 
stand, morning and evening. 

17 And Jesse said to David his son, 
"Take for your brothers an ephah of 
this parched grain, and these ten 
loaves, and carry them quickly to the 
camp to your brothers ; I B also take 
these ten cheeses to the conunander of 
their thousand. See how your broth
ers fare, and bring some token from 
them." 

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the 
men of Israel, were in the valley of 
Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 
20And David rose early in the morning, 
and left the sheep with a keeper, and 
took the provisions, and went, as Jesse 
had conunanded him; and he came to 
the encampment as the host was going 
forth to the battle line, shouting the 
war cry. 21And Israel and the Philistines 
drew up for battle, army against army. 
22And David left the things in charge of 
the keeper of the baggage, and ran to 
the ranks, and went and greeted his 
brothers. 23As he talked with them, be
hold, the champion, the Philistine of 
Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of 
the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke 
the same words as before. And David 
heard him. 

24 All the men of Israel, when they 
saw the man, fled from him, and were 
much afraid. 25And the men of Israel 
said, "Have you seen this man who has 
come up? Surely he has come up to defy 
Israel; and the man who kills him, the 
king will enrich with great riches, and 
will give him his daughter, and make his 
father's house free in Israel." 26And 
David said to the men who stood by 
him, "What shall be done for the man 
who kills this Philistine, and takes away 
the reproach from Israel? For who is 
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this uncircumcised Philistine, that he 
should defy the armies of the living 
God?" 27And the people answered him 
in the same way, "So shall it be done to 
the man who kills him." 

28 Now Eli'ab his eldest brother 
heard when he spoke to the men; and 
Eli'ab's anger was kindled against 
David, and he said, "Why have you 
come down? And with whom have you 
left those few sheep in the wilderness? I 
know your presumption, and the evil of 
your heart; for you have come down to 
see the battle." 29And David said, 
"What have I done now? Was it not but 
a word?" JOAnd he turned away from 
him toward another, and spoke in the 
same way; and the people answered him 
again as before. 

31 When the words which David 
spoke were heard, they repeated them 
before Saul; and he sent for him. J2And 
David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart 
fail because of him; your servant will go 
and fight with this Philistine." JJAnd 
Saul said to David, "You are not able to 
go against this Philistine to fight with 
him; for you are but a youth, and he has 
been a man of war from his youth." 
.l4 But David said to Saul, "Your servant 
used to keep sheep for his father; and 
when there came a lion, or a bear, and 
took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went 
after him and smote him and delivered 
it out of his mouth; and if he arose 
against me, I caught him by his beard, 
and smote him and killed him. 36 Your 
servant has killed both lions and bears; 
and this uncircumcised Philistine shall 
be like one of them, seeing he has defied 
the armies of the living God." 37And 
David said, "The LORD who delivered 
me from the paw of the lion and from 
the paw of the bear, will deliver me from 
the hand of this Philistine." And Saul 
said to David, "Go, and the LORD be 
with you!" JM Then Saul clothed David 
with his armor; he put a helmet of 
bronze on his head, and clothed him 
with a coat of mail. J9And David girded 
his sword over his armor, and he tried 
in vain to go, for he was not used to 
them. Then David said to Saul, "I 
cannot go with these; for I am not used 
to them." And David put them off. 
40 Then he took his staff in his hand, 
and chose five smooth stones from the 
brook, and put them in his shepherd's 
11 Gk: Heb Ga1-

bag or wallet; his sling was in his hand, 
and he drew near to the Philistine. 

41 And the Philistine came on and 
drew near to David, with his shield
bearer in front of him. 42And when the 
Philistine looked, and saw David, he 
disdained him; for he was but a youth, 
ruddy and comely in appearance. 4JAnd 
the Philistine said to David, "Am I a 
dog, that you come to me with sticks?" 
And the Philistine cursed David by his 
gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, 
"Come to me, and I will give your flesh 
to the birds of the air and to the beasts 
of the field." 45 Then David said to the 
Philistine, "You come to me with a 
sword and with a spear and with a 
javelin; but I come to you in the name 
of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 This day the LORD will deliver you 
into my hand, and I will strike you 
down, and cut off your head; and I will 
give the dead bodies of the host of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the 
air and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know that there is 
a God in Israel, 47 and that all this as
sembly may know that the LORD saves 
not with sword and spear; for the battle 
is the LORD'S and he will give you into 
our hand." 

48 When the Philistine arose and 
came and drew near to meet David, 
David ran quickly toward the battle 
line to meet the Philistine. 49And David 
put his hand in his bag and took out a 
stone, and slung it, and struck the 
Philistine on his forehead; the stone 
sank into his forehead, and he fell on his 
face to the ground. 

50 So David prevailed over the 
Philistine with a sling and with a stone, 
and struck the Philistine, and killed 
him ; there was no sword in the hand of 
David. 51 Then David ran and stood 
over the Philistine, and took his sword 
and drew it out of its sheath, and killed 
him, and cut off his head with it. When 
the Philistines saw that their champion 
was dead, they fled. 52And the men of 
Israel and Judah rose with a shout and 
pursued the Philistines as far as GathY 
and the gates of Ekron, so that the 
wounded Philistines fell on the way 
from Sha-ara'im as far as Gath and 
Ekron. SJAnd the Israelites came back 
from chasing the Philistines, and they 
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plundered their camp. 54And David day. Saul had his spear in his hand; 
took the head of the Philistine and 11 and Saul cast the spear, for he 
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his thought, "I will pin David to the wall." 
armor in his tent. But David evaded him twice. 

55 When Saul saw David go forth 12 Saul was afraid of David, because 
against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the LORD was with him but had de! 
the commander of the anny, "Abner, parted from Saul. 13 So Saul removed 
whose son is this youth?" And Abner him from his presence, and made him a 
said, "As your soul lives, 0 king, I can- commander of a thousand; and he went 
not tell." S6And the king said, "Inquire out and came in before the people. 
whose son the stripling is." S7And as 14And David had success in all his un
David returned from the slaughter of dertakings; for the LORD was with him. 
the Philistine, Abner took him, and ISAnd when Saul saw that he had great 
brought him before Saul with the head success, he stood in awe of him. 16 But 
of the Philistine in his hand. SBAnd Saul all Israel and Judah loved David; for he 
said to him, "Whose son are you, young went out and came in before them. 
man?" And David answered, "I am the 17 Then Saul said to David, "Here 
son of your servant Jesse the Bethle- is my elder daughter Merab; I will give 
hemite." her to you for a wife; only be valiant for 

1·8 When he had finished speaking me and fight the LORD's battles." For 
· to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was Saul thought, "Let not my hand be 

knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan upon him, but let the hand of the 
loved him as his own soul. 2And Saul Philistines be upon him." IHAnd David 
took him that day, and would not let said to Saul, "Who am I, and who are 
him return to his father's house. 3 Then my kinsfolk, my father's family in 
Jonathan made a covenant with David, Israel, that I should be son-in-law to 
because he loved him as his own soul. the king?" 19 But at the time when 
4And Jonathan stripped himself of the Merab, Saul's daughter, should have 
robe that was upon him, and gave it to been given to David, she was given to 
David, and his armor, and even his A'dri-el the Meho'lathite for a wife. 
sword and his bow and his girdle. SAnd 20 Now Saul's daughter Michal loved 
David went out and was successful David; and they told Saul, and the 
wherever Saul sent him; so that Saul thing pleased him. 21 Saul thought, 
set him over the men of war. And this "Let me give her to him, that she may 
was good in the sight of all the people be a snare for him, and that the hand of 
and also in the sight of Saul's servants. the Philistines may be against him." 

6 As they were coming home, when Therefore Saul said to David a second 
David returned from slaying the Philis- time," "You shall now be my son-in
tine, the women came out of all the law." 22And Saul commanded his serv
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to ants, "Speak to David in private and 
meet King Saul, with timbrels, with say, 'Behold, the king has delight in you, 
songs of joy, and with instruments z of and all his servants love you; now then 
music. ?And the women sang to one become the king's son-in-law.' " 23And 
another as they made merry, Saul's servants spoke those words in the 

"Saul has slain his thousands, ears of David. And David said, "Does 
and David his ten thousands." it seem to you a little thing to become 

KAnd Saul was very angry, and this say- the king's son-in-law, seeing that I am 
ing displeased him; he said, "They have a poor man and of no repute?" 2~And 
ascribed to David ten thousands, and to the servants of Saul told him, "Thus 
me they have ascribed thousands; and and so did David speak." 25 Then Saul 
what more can he have but the king- said, "Thus shall you say to David, 
dom?" 9And Saul eyed David from that 'The king desires no marriage present 
day on. except a hundred foreskins of the 

10 And on the morrow an evil spirit Philistines, that he may be avenged of 
from God rushed upon Saul, and he the king's enemies.' "Now Saul thought 
raved within his house, while David to make David fall by the hand of the 
was playing the lyre, as he did day by Philistines. 26And when his servants 
:: Or triangle.~, or thrce·stntlg('d 1mtr1Jme11ts 11 Heb by ru·o 
18.7: I Sar:l 21.11; 29.5. 
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told David these words, it pleased David house with his spear in his hand; and 
well to be the king's son-in-law. Before David was playing the lyre. IOAnd Saul 
the time had expired, 27 David arose sought to pin David to the wall with the 
and went, along with his men, and spear; but he eluded Saul, so that he 
killed two hundred of the Philistines; struck the spear into the wall. And 
and David brought their foreskins, David fled, and escaped. 
which were given in full number to the 11 That night Saul.c sent messengers 
king, that he might become the king's to David's house to watch him, that he 
son-in-law. And Saul gave him his might kill him in the morning. But 
daughter Michal for a wife. 2x But when Michal, David's wife, told him, "If you 
Saul saw and knew that the LORD was do not save your life tonight, tomorrow 
with David, and that all Israe] 1' loved you will be killed." 12 So Michal let 
him, 2•i Saul was still more afraid of David down through the window; and 
David. So Saul was David's enemy he fled away and escaped. 13 Michal 
continually. took an imagec and laid it on the bed 

30 Then the princes of the Philistines and put a pillowd of goats' hair at its 
came out to battle, and as often as they head, and covered it with the clothes. 
came out David had more success than 14And when Saul sent messengers to 
all the servants of Saul; so that his name take David, she said, "He is sick." 
was highly esteemed. IS Then Saul sent the messengers to sec 

19 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his David, saying, "Bring him up to me in 
son and to all his servants, that the bed, that I may kill him." 16And 

they should kill David. But Jonathan, when the messengers came in, behold, 
Saul's son, delighted much in David. the image" was in the bed, with the 
2And Jonathan told David, "Saul my pillow" of goats' hair at its head. 17 Saul 
father seeks to kill you; therefore take said to Michal, "Why have you de
heed to yourself in the morning, stay in ceived me thus, and let my enemy go, 
a secret place and hide yourself; .1 and I so that he has escaped?" And Michal 
will go out and stand beside my father answered Saul, "He said to me, 'Let me 
in the field where you are, and I will go; why should I kill you?'" 
speak to my father about you; and if I 18 Now David fled and escaped, and 
learn anything I will tell you." 4And he came to Samuel at Ramah, and told 
Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul him all that Saul had done to him. And 
his father, and said to him, "Let not the he and Samuel went and dwelt at 
king sin against his servant David; be- Nai'oth. IYAnd it was told Saul, "Be
cause he has not sinned against you, and hold, David is at Nai'oth in Ramah." 
because his deeds have been of good 20 Then Saul sent messengers to take 
service to you; 5 for he took his life in David; and when they saw the company 
his hand and he slew the Philistine, and of the prophets prophesying, and 
the LORD wrought a great victory for all Samuel standing as head over them, the 
Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced; why Spirit of God came upon the mes
thcn will you sin against innocent blood sengers of Saul, and they also prophe
by killing David without cause?" 6And sied. 21 When it was told Saul, he sent 
Saul hearkened to the voice of Jona- other messengers, and they also prophe
than; Saul swore, "As the LORD lives, sied. And Saul sent messengers again 
he shall nor be put to death." 7And the third time, and they also prophe
Jonathan called David, and Jonathan sied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah, 
showed him all these things. And Jona- and came to the great well that is in 
than brought David to Saul, and he was Secu; and he asked, "Where are Samuel 
in his presence as before. and David?" And one said, "Behold, 

H And there was war again; and they are at Nai'oth in Ramah." 23And he 
David went out and fought with the went from! there to Nai'oth in Ramah; 
Philistines, and made a great slaughter and the Spirit of God came upon him 
among them, so that they fled before also, and as he went he prophesied, 
him. ''Then an evil spirit from the until he came to Nai'oth in Ramah. 
LoRn came upon Saul, as he sat in his 24And he too stripped off his clothes, 

';Gk: Heb ~ichal, Sa11l'.f daughter .r Gk Old Latin: Heb cswped that night. II And Saul r Heb teraphim 
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1 SAMUEL 19 258 Jonathan befriends David 
and he too prophesied before Samuel, my father to do you harm, the LORD do 
and lay naked all that day and all that so to Jonathan, and more also, if I do 
night. Hence it is said, "Is Saul also not disclose it to you, and send you 
among the prophets?" away, that you may go in safety. May 

20 Then David fled from Nai'orh the LORD be with you, as he has been 
in Ramah, and came and said with my father. 14 If I am still alive, 

before Jonathan, "What have I done? show me the loyal love of the LORD, 
What is my guilt? And what is my sin that I may not die;j 15 and do not cut off 
before your father, that he seeks my your loyalty from my house for ever. 
life?" 2And he said to him, "Far from When the LORD cuts off every one of the 
it! You shall not die. Behold, my father enemies of David from the face of the 
does nothing either great or small with- earth, 16 let not the name of Jonathan 
out disclosing it to me; and why should be cut off from the house of David.' 
my father hide this from me? It is not And may the LORD take vengeance on 
so." .1 But David replied,• "Your father David's enemies." 17And Jonathan 
knows well that I have found favor in made David swear again by his love for 
your eyes; and he thinks, 'Let not him; for he loved him as he loved his 
Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.' own soul. 
But truly, as the LORD lives and as your 18 Then Jonathan said to him, 
soul lives, there is but a step between "Tomorrow is the new moon; and you 
me and death." 4 Then said Jonathan to will be missed, because your seat will 
David, "Whatever you say, I will do be empty. IYAnd on the third day you 
for you." 5 David said to Jonathan, will be greatly missed ;1 then go to the 
"Behold, tomorrow is the new moon, place where you hid yourself when the 
and I should not fail to sit at table with matter was in hand, and remain beside 
the king; but let me go, that I may hide yonder stone heap. m 20And I will shoot 
myself in the field till the third day at three arrows to the side of it, as though 
evening. 6 If your father misses me at I shot at a mark. 21And behold, I will 
all, then say, 'David earnestly asked send the lad, saying, 'Go, find the 
leave of me to run to Bethlehem his city; arrows.' If I say to the lad, 'Look, the 
for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all arrows are on this side of you, take 
the family.' 7 If he says, 'Good!' it will them,' then you are to come, for, as 
be well with your servant; but if he is the LORD lives, it is safe for you and 
angry, then know that evil is determined there is no danger. 2~ But if I say to 
by him. H Therefore deal kindly with the youth, 'Look, the arrows are beyond 
your servant, for you have brought your you,' then go; for the LORD has sent }OU 

servant into a sacred covenant 11 with away. 2.1And as for the matter of which 
you. But if there is guilt in me, slay me you and I have spoken, behold, the 
yourself; for why should you bring me LORD is between you and me for e\•er." 
to your father?" YAnd Jonathan said, 24 So David hid himself in the field; 
"Far be it from you! If I knew that it and when the new moon came, the king 
was determined by my father that evil sat down to eat food. 25 The king sat 
should come upon you, would I not upon his seat, as at other times, upon 
tell you?" 10 Then said David to Jona- the seat by the wall; Jonathan sat op
than, "Who will tell me if your father posite," and Abner sat by Saul's side, 
answers you roughly?" 1 IAnd Jonathan but David's place was empty. 
said to David, "Come, let us go out into 26 Yet Saul did not say anything that 
the field." So they both went out into day; for he thought, "Something has 
the field. befallen him; he is not clean, surely he 

12 And Jonathan said to David, "The is not clean.'' 27 But on the second day, 
LORD, the God of Israel, be wit- the morrow after the new moon, 
ness !; When I have sounded my father, David's place was empty. And Saul said 
about this time tomorrow, or the third to Jonathan his son, "Why has not th<." 
day, behold, if he is well disposed son of Jesse come to the meal, either 
toward David, shall I not then send and yesterday or today?" 2~ Jonathan an
disclose it to you? 13 But should it please swered Saul, "David earnestly asked 

'1 Gk: Heb swore agarn '' Heb a wvoiam of rhe LORD 1 Heb lacks ht· w1t1u·ss J Heb unccr1ain 
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David takes Goliath's sword 259 1 SAMUEL 21 
leave of me to go to Bethlehem; 29 he 
said, 'Let me go; for our family holds a 
sacrifice in the city, and my brother has 
commanded me to be there. So now, if 
I have found favor in your eyes, let me 
get away, and see my brothers.' For this 
reason he has not come to the king's 
table." 

30 Then Saul's anger was kindled 
against Jonathan, and he said to him, 
"You son of a perverse, rebellious 
woman, do I not know that you have 
chosen the son of Jesse to your own 
shame, and to the shame of your 
mother's nakedness? 31 For as long as 
the son of Jesse lives upon the earth, 
neither you nor your kingdom shall be 
established. Therefore send and fetch 
him to me, for he shall surely die." 
32 Then Jonathan answered Saul his 
father, "Why should he be put to 
death? What has he done?" 33 But Saul 
cast his spear at him to smite him; so 
Jonathan knew that his father was de
termined to put David to death. 34And 
Jonathan rose from the table in fierce 
anger and ace no food the second day of 
the month, for he was grieved for 
David, because his father had disgraced 
him. 

35 In the morning Jonathan went out 
into the field to the appointment with 
David, and with him a little lad. 36And 
he said to his lad, "Run and find the 
arrows which I shooc." As the lad ran, 
he shot an arrow beyond him. HAnd 
when the lad came to the place of the 
arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jona
than called after the lad and said, "Is 
not the arrow beyond you?" 3BAnd 
Jonathan called after the lad, "Hurry, 
make haste, stay not." So Jonathan's 
lad gathered up the arrows, and came to 
his master. w But the lad knew nothing; 
only Jonathan and David knew the 
matter. 40And Jonathan gave his weap
ons to his lad, and said to him, "Go and 
carry them to the city." 41And as soon 
as the lad had gone, David rose from 
beside the stone heap" and fell on his 
face to the ground, and bowed three 
times ; and they kissed one another, and 
wept with one another, until David re
covered himself.P 42 Then Jonathan said 
to David, "Go in peace, forasmuch as 
we have sworn both of us in the name of 
the LORD, saying, 'The LORD shall be 

between me and you, and between my 
descendants and your descendants, for 
ever.' " And he rose and departed; and 
Jonathan went into the city.q 

21 ' Then came David to Nob to 
Ahim 'elech the priest; and Ahim' -

elech came to meet David trembling, 
and said to him, "Why are you alone, 
and no one with you?" 2And David said 
to Ahim'elech the priest, "The king has 
charged me with a matter, and said to 
me, 'Let no one know anything of the 
matter about which I send you, and 
with which I have charged you.' I have 
made an appointment with the young 
men for such and such a place. 3 Now 
then, what have you at hand? Give me 
five loaves of bread, or whatever is 
here." 4And the priest answered David, 
"I have no common bread at hand, but 
there is holy bread; if only the young 
men have kept themselves from wom
en." 5And David answered the priest, 
"Of a truth women have been kept from 
us as always when I go on an expedi
tion; the vessels of the young men are 
holy, even when it is a common jour
ney; how much more today will their 
vessels be holy?" 6 So the priest gave 
him the holy bread; for there was no 
bread there but the bread of the 
Presence, which is removed from before 
the LoRD, to be replaced by hot bread 
on the day it is taken away. 

7 Now a certain man of the servants 
of Saul was there that day, detained be
fore the LORD; his name was Do'eg the 
E'domite, the chief of Saul's herdsmen. 

H And David said to Ahim'elech, 
"And have you not here a spear or a 
sword at hand? For I have brought 
neither my sword nor my weapons with 
me, because the king's business re
quired haste." 9And the priest said, 
"The sword of Goliath the Philistine, 
whom you killed in the valley of Elah, 
behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth 
behind the ephod; if you will take that, 
take it, for there is none but that here." 
And David said, "There is none like 
that; give it to me." 

10 And David rose and fled that day 
from Saul, and went to A'chish the king 
of Gath. llAnd the servants of A'chish 
said to him, "Is not this David the king 
of the land? Did they not sing co one 
another of him in dances, 

0 Gk: Heb from beside 1he south P Or erceeded " This sen[ence is Ch 21. l in Heb r Ch 21.2 in Heb 
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1 SAMUEL 21 260 Saul destroys Nob 
'Saul has slain his thousands, the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to 
and David his ten thousands'?" Ahim'elech the son of Ahi'tub, 10 and 

12And David took these words to heart, he inquired of the LORD for him, and 
and was much afraid of A'chish the gave him provisions, and gave him the 
king of Gath. 13 So he changed his be- sword of Goliath rhe Philistine." 
havior before them, and feigned himself 11 Then the king sent to summon 
mad in their hands, and made marks on Ahim'elech the priest, the son of Ahi'
the doors of the gate, and let his spittle tub, and all his father's house, the 
run down his beard. 14 Then said priests who were at Nob; and all of 
A'chish to his servants, "Lo, you see the them came to the king. 12And Saul 
manismad;whythenhaveyou brought said, "Hear now, son of Ahi'tub." And 
him to me? IS Do I lack madmen, that he answered, "Here I am, my lord." 
you have brought this fellow to play the UAnd Saul said to him, "Why have you 
madman in my presence? Shall this fel- conspired against me, you and the son 
low come into my house?" of Jesse, in that you have given him 

22 David departed from there and bread and a sword, and have inquired 
escaped to the cave of Adullam; of God for him, so that he has risen 

and when his brothers and all his fa- against me, to lie in wait, as at this 
ther's house heard it, they went down day?" 14 Then Ahim'elech amwered the 
there to him, 2And every one who was in king, "And who among all your servants 
distress, and every one who was in is so faithful as David, who is the king's 
debt, and every one who was discon- son-in-law, and captain o\·er' your 
tented, gathered to him; and he became bodyguard, and honored in your house) 
captain over them. And there were with IS Is today the first time that I have in
him about four hundred men. quired of God for him? No! Lee nm che 

3 And David went from there to king impute anyching to his servant or 
Mizpeh of Moab; and he said to the to all che house of mv father; for vour 
king of Moab, "Pray let my father and servant has known nothing of all .this, 
my mother stay·' with you, till I know much or little." 16And the king said, 
what God will do for me." 4And he left "You shall surely die, Ahim'o::lech, you 
them with the king of Moab, and they and all your father's house." I' And the 
stayed with him all the time that David king said to rhe guard who scood abouc 
was in the stronghold. s Then the him, "Tum and kill the priests of the 
prophet Gad said to David, "Do not LORD; because their hand also is with 
remain in the stronghold; depart, and David, and they knew that he fled, and 
go into the land of Judah." So David did not disclose it to me." But rhe sen'
departed, and went into the forest of ants of the king would not puc forch 
Hereth. their hand to fall upon rhe priesrs of rhe 

6 Now Saul heard that David was LORD. 18 Then the king said co Do'eg. 
discovered, and the men who were with "You turn and fall upon the priests." 
him. Saul was sitting at Gib'e-ah, under And Do'eg the E'domite turned and fell 
the tamarisk tree on the height, with his upon the priests, and he killed on char 
spear in his hand, and all his servants day eighty-five persons who wore rhe 
were standing about him. 7And Saul linen ephod. 19And Nob, che cicy of rhe 
said to his servants who stood about priests, he pur to rhe sword; boch men 
him, "Hear now, you Benjaminites; will and women, children and sucklings, 
the son of Jesse give every one of you oxen, asses and sheep, he put to the 
fields and vineyards, will he make you sword. 
all commanders of thousands and com- 20 But one of the sons of Ahim.elech 
manders of hundreds, H that all of you the son of Ahi'tub, named Abi'athar, es
have conspired against me? No one caped and fled after David. 21And Abi'
discloses to me when my son makes a athar told David that Saul had killed the 
league with the son of Jesse, none of you priests of the LORD. 22And David said to 
is sorry for me or discloses to me that Abi'athar, "I knew on that day, when 
my son has stirred up my servant against Do'eg che E'domite was there, that he 
me, to lie in wait, as at this day." 9 Then would surely tell Saul. I have occa
answered Do'eg the E'domite, who sioned the death of all the persons of 
stood by the servants of Saul, "I saw your father's house. 23 Stay with me, 
.~ Syr Vg: Heb conte out 1 Gk Tg: Heb a11d has turned (.Nd,· hi 



David saves Keilah 261 1 SAMUEL 2:J 
fear not; for he that seeks my life seeks 
your life; with me you shall be in safe
keeping." 

23 Now they told David, "Behold, 
the Philistines are fighting against 

Kei'lah, and are robbing the threshing 
floors." 2 Therefore David inquired of 
the LORD, "Shall I go and attack these 
Philistines?" And the LORD said to 
David, "Go and attack the Philistines 
and save Kei'lah." 3 But David's men 
said to him, "Behold, we are afraid here 
in Judah; how much more then if we go 
to Kei'lah against the armies of the 
Philistines?" 4 Then David inquired of 
the LORD again. And the LORD an
swered him, "Arise, go down to Kei'
lah; for I will give the Philistines into 
your hand." 5And David and his men 
went to Kei'lah, and fought with the 
Philistines, and brought away their 
cattle, and made a great slaughter 
among them. So David delivered the 
inhabitants of Kei'lah. 

6 When Abi'athar the son of Ahim'
elech fled to David to Kei'lah, he came 
down with an ephod in his hand. 7 Now 
it was told Saul that David had come to 
Kei'lah. And Saul said, "God has given 
him into my hand; for he has shut him
self in by entering a town that has gates 
and bars." HAnd Saul summoned all the 
people to war, to go down to Kei'lah, to 
besiege David and his men. 9 David 
knew that Saul was plotting evil against 
him; and he said to Abi'athar the priest, 
"Bring the ephod here." 10 Then said 
David, "O LoRD, the God of Israel, thy 
servant has surely heard that Saul seeks 
to come to Kei'lah, to destroy the city 
on my account. 11 Will the men of Kei ' -
lah surrender me into his hand? Will 
Saul come down, as thy servant has 
heard? 0 LORD, the God of Israel, I 
beseech thee, tell thy servant." And the 
LORD said, "He will come down." 
12 Then said David, "Will the men of 
Kei'lah surrender me and my men into 
the hand of Saul?" And the LoRD said, 
"They will surrender you." 13 Then 
David and his men, who were about six 
hundred, arose and departed from 
Kei'lah, and they went wherever they 
could go. When Saul was told that 
David had escaped from Kei'lah, he 
gave up the expedition. 14And David 
remained in the strongholds in the 
wilderness, in the hill country of the 
" Or .HIW that ''Gk: Heb w1d dwelt 

Wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought 
him every day, but God did not givi: 
him into his hand. 

15 And David was afraid because" 
Saul had come out to seek his life. 
David was in the Wilderness of Ziph at 
Horesh. 16And Jonathan, Saul's son·, 
rose, and went to David at Horesh, and 
strengthened his hand in God. 17And he 
said to him, "Fear not; for the hand of 
Saul my father shall not find you; you 
shall be king over Israel, and I shall be 
next to you ; Saul my father also knows 
this." lHAnd the two of them made a 
covenant before the LORD; David re
mained at Horesh, and Jonathan went 
home. 

19 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul 
at Gib'e-ah, saying, "Does not David 
hide among us in the strongholds at 
Horesh, on the hill of Hachi'lah, which 
is south of Jeshi'mon? 20 Now come 
down, 0 king, according to all your 
heart's desire to come down; and our 
part shall be to surrender him into the 
king's hand." 21And Saul said, "May 
you be blessed by the LORD; for you 
have had compassion on me. 22 Go, 
make yet more sure; know and see the 
place where his haunt is, and who has 
seen him there; for it is told me that he 
is very cunning. 23 See therefore, and 
take note of all the lurking places where 
he hides, and come back to me with sure 
information. Then I will go with you; 
and if he is in the land, I will search him 
out among all the thousands of Judah." 
24And they arose, and went to Ziph 
ahead of Saul. 

Now David and his men were in the 
wilderness of Ma'on, in the Arabah to 
the south of Jeshi'mon. 25And Saul and 
his men went to seek him. And David 
was told ; therefore he went down to the 
rock which is v in the wilderness of 
Ma'on. And when Saul heard that, he 
pursued after David in the wilderness of 
Ma'on. 26 Saul went on one side of the 
mountain, and David and his men on 
the other side of the mountain; and 
David was making haste to get away 
from Saul, as Saul and his men were 
closing in upon David and his men to 
capture them, 21 when a messenger 
came to Saul, saying, "Make haste and 
come; for the Philistines have made a 
raid upon the land." 28 So Saul returned 
from pursuing after David, and went 



1 SAMUEL 23 262 David spares Saul at En-gedi 
against the Philistines; therefore that you. BAs the proverb of the ancients 
place was called the Rock of Escape. says, 'Out of the wicked comes forth 
29wAnd David went up from there, and wickedness'; but my hand shall not be 
dwelt in the strongholds of En-ge'di. against you. 14After whom has the king 

24 When Saul returned from fol- of Israel come out? After whom do you 
lowing the Philistines, he was pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! 

told, "Behold, David is in the wilder- ts May the LORD therefore be judge, and 
ness of En-ge'di." 2 Then Saul took give sentence between me and you, and 
three thousand chosen men out of all see to it, and plead my cause, and deliver 
Israel, and went to seek David and his me from your hand." 
men in front of the Wildgoats' Rocks. 16 When David had finished speaking 
3And he came to the sheepfolds by the these words to Saul, Saul said, "Is this 
way, where there was a cave; and Saul your voice, my son David?" And Saul 
went in to relieve himself. Now Dr.vid lifted up his voice and wept. 17 He said 
and his men were sitting in the inner- to David, "You are more righteous than 
most parts of the cave. 4And the men of I; for you have repaid me good, whereas 
David said to him, "Here is the day of I have repaid you evil. 18And you have 
which the LORD said to you, 'Behold, I declared this day how you have dealt 
will give your enemy into your hand, well with me, in that you did not kill me 
and you shall do to him as it shall seem when the LORD put me into your hands. 
good to you.' " Then David arose and 19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he 
stealthily cut off the skirt of Saul's robe. let him go away safe? So may the LoRD 
SAnd afterward David's heart smote reward you with good for what you have 
him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. done to me this day. 2DAn.:J now, be-
6 He said to his men, "The LORD forbid hold, I know that you shall surely be 
that I should do this thing to my lord, king, and that the kingdom of Israel 
the LoRD's anointed, to put forth my shall be established in your hand. 
hand against him, seeing he is the 21 Swear to me therefore by the LORD 
LoRD's anointed." 7 So David per- that you will not cut off my descendants 
suaded his men with these words, and after me, and that you will not destroy 
did not permit them to attack Saul. And my name out of my father's house." 
Saul rose up and left the cave, and went 22And David swore this to Saul. Then 
upon his way. Saul went home; but David and his 

8 Afterward David also arose, and men went up to the stronghold. 
went out of the cave, and called after 25 Now Samuel died; and all Israel 
Saul, "My lord the king!" And when assembled and mourned for him, 
Saul looked behind him, David bowed and they buried him in his house at 
with his face to the earth, and did Ramah. 
obeisance. 9And David said to Saul, Then David rose and went down to 
"Why do you listen to the words of men the wilderness of Paran. 2And there was 
who say, 'Behold, David seeks your a man in Ma'on, whose business was in 
hurt'? to Lo, this day your eyes have Carmel. The man was very rich; he had 
seen how the LORD gave you today into three thousand sheep and a thousand 
my hand in the cave; and some bade me goats. He was shearing his sheep in 
kill you, but Ix spared you. I said, 'I Carmel. 3 Now the name of the man 
will not put forth my hand against my was Nabal, and the name of his wife 
lord; for he is the LoRD's anointed.' Ab'igail. The woman was of good un-
11 See, my father, see the skirt of your derstanding and beautiful, but the man 
robe in my hand; for by the fact that I was churlish and ill-behaved; he was a 
cut off the skirt of your robe, and did Calebite. 4 David heard in the wilder
not kill you, you may know and see that ness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. 
there is no wrong or treason in my s So David sent ten young men; and 
hands. I have not sinned against you, David said to the young men, "Go up 
though you hunt my life to take it. to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet 
12 May the LORD judge between me and him in my name. 6And thus you shall 
you, may the LORD avenge me upon salute him: 'Peace be to you, and peace 
you; but my hand shall not be against be to your house, and peace be to all 
w Ch 24. l in Heb r Gk Syr Tg: Heb you 
24.1-22: I Sam 26.1-25. 



Nabal and Abigail 263 1 SAMUEI..25 
that you have. 7 I hear that you have came down toward her; and she met 
shearers; now your shepherds have been them. 21 Now David had said, "Surely 
with us, and we did them no harm, and in vain have I guarded all that this 
they missed nothing, all the time they fellow has in the wilderness, so that 
were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, nothing was missed of all that belonged 
and they will tell you. Therefore let my to him; and he has returned me evil for 
young men find favor in your eyes; for good. 22 God do so to DavidY and more 
we come on a feast day. Pray, give also, if by morning I leave so much as 
whatever you have at hand to your one male of all who belong to him." 
servants and to your son David.' " 23 When Ab'igail saw David, she 

9 When David's young men came, made haste, and alighted from the ass, 
they said all this to Nabal in the name and fell before David on her face, and 
of David; and then they waited. lOAnd bowed to the ground. 24 She fell at his 
Nabal answered David's servants, "Who feet and said, "Upon me alone, my 
is David? Who is the son of Jesse? There lord, be the guilt; pray let your hand
are many servants nowadays who are maid speak in your ears, and hear the 
breaking away from their masters. words of your handmaid. 25 Let not my 
11 Shall I take my bread and my water lord regard this ill-natured fellow, 
and my meat that I have killed for my Nabal; for as his name is, so is he; 
shearers, and give it to men who come Nabal' is his name, and folly is with 
from I do not know where?" 12 So him; but I your handmaid did not see 
David's young men turned away, and the young men of my lord, whom you 
came back and told him all this. BAnd sent. 26 Now then, my lord, as the 
David said to his men, "Every man LORD lives, and as your soul lives, seeing 
gird on his sword!" And every man of the LORD has restrained you from 
them girded on his sword; David also bloodguilt, and from taking vengeance 
girded on his sword; and about four with your own hand, now then let your 
hundred men went up after David, enemies and those who seek to do evil 
while two hundred remained with the to my lord be as Nabal. 27And now let 
baggage. this present which your servant has 

14 But one of the young men told brought to my lord be given to the 
Ab'igail, Nabal's wife, "Behold, David young men who follow my lord. 28 Pray 
sent messengers out of the wilderness forgive the trespass of your handmaid; 
to salute our master; and he railed at for the LORD will certainly make my 
them. IS Yet the men were very good to lord a sure house, because my lord is 
us, and we suffered no harm, and we did fighting the battles of the LORD; and 
not miss anything when we were in the evil shall not be found in you so long as 
fields, as long as we went with them; you live. 29 If men rise up to pursue you 
16 they were a wall to us both by night and to seek your life, the life of my lord 
and by day, all the while we were with shall be bound in the bundle of the 
them keeping the sheep. 17 Now there- living in the care of the LORD your God; 
fore know this and consider what you and the lives of your enemies he shall 
should do; for evil is determined against sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 
our master and against all his house, and 30And when the LORD has done to my 
he is so ill-natured that one cannot lord according to all the good that he 
speak to him." has spoken concerning you, and has 

18 Then Ab'igail made haste, and appointed you prince over Israel, 31 my 
took two hundred loaves, and two skins lord shall have no cause of grief, or 
of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, pangs of conscience, for having shed 
and five measures of parched grain, and blood without cause or for my lord 
a hundred clusters of raisins, and two taking vengeance himself. And when 
hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on the LORD has dealt well with my lord, 
asses. 19And she said to her young men, then remember your handmaid.'' 
"Go on before me; behold, I come after 32 And David said to Ab'igail, 
you.'' But she did not tell her husband "Blessed be the LORD, the God of 
Nabal. 20And as she rode on the ass, Israel, who sent you this day to meet 
and came down under cover of the me! 33 Blessed be your discretion, and 
mountain, behold, David and his men blessed be you, who have kept me this 
11 Gk Compare Syr: Heb the enemaes of David z Thal is fool 



1 SAMUEL 25 264 David spares Saul at Ziph 
day from bloodguilt and from avenging 3And Saul encamped on the hill of 
myself with my own hand! .l4 For as Hachi'lah, which is beside the road on 
surely as the LORD the God of Israel the east of Jeshi'mon. But David re
lives, who has restrained me from mained in the wilderness; and when he 
hurting you, unless you had made haste saw that Saul came after him into the 
and come to meet me, truly by morning wilderness, 4 David sent out spies, and 
there had not been left to Nabal so learned of a certainty that Saul had 
much as one male." 35 Then David re- come. 5 Then David rose and came to 
ceived from her hand what she had the place where Saul had encamped; 
brought him; and he said to her, "Go and David saw the place where Saul lay, 
up in peace to your house; see, I have with Abner tile son of Ner, the com
hearkened to your voice, and I have mander of his army; Saul was lying 
granted your petition." within the encampment, while the 

36 And Ab'igail came to Nabal; and, army was encamped around him. 
lo, he was holding a feast in his house, 6 Then David said to Ahim'elech the 
like the feast of a king. And Nabal's Hittite, and to Jo'ab's brother Abi'shai 
heart was merry within him, for he was the son of Zeru'iah, "Who will go down 
very drunk; so she told him nothing at with me into the camp to Saul?" And 
all until the morning light. 37And in the Abi'shai said, "I will go down with 
morning, when the wine had gone out you." 7 So David and Abi'shai went to 
ofNabal, his wife told him these things, the army by night; and there lay Saul 
and his heart died within him, and he sleeping within the encampment, with 
became as a stone. 38And about ten days his spear stuck in the ground at his 
later the LORD smote Nabal; and he head; and Abner and the army lay 
died. around him. 8 Then said Abi'shai to 

39 When David heard that Nabal was David, "God has given your enemy into 
dead, he said, "Blessed be the LORD your hand this day; now therefore let 
who has avenged the insult I received at me pin him to the earth with one stroke 
the hand of Nabal, and has kept back of the spear, and I will nor strike him 
his servant from evil; the LORD has re- twice." 9 But David said to Abi'shai, 
turned the evil-doing of Nabal upon his "Do not destroy him; for who can put 
own head." Then David sent and wooed forth his hand against the LoRD's 
Ab'igail, to make her his wife. 40And anointed, and be guiltless?" IOAnd 
when the servants of David came to David said, "As the LORD lives, the 
Ab'igail at Carmel, they said to her, LORD will smite him; or his day shall 
"David has sent us to you to take you to come to die; or he shall go down into 
him as his wife." 41And she rose and battle and perish. 11 The LORD forbid 
bowed with her face to the ground, and that I should put forth my hand against 
said, "Behold, your handmaid is a serv- the LoRD's anointed; but take now the 
ant to wash the feet of the servants of spear that is at his head, and the jar of 
my lord." 42And Ab'igail made haste water, and let us go." 12 So David took 
and rose and mounted on an ass, and the spear and the jar of water from 
her five maidens attended her; she Saul's head; and they went away. No 
went after the messengers of David, and man saw it, or knew it, nor did any 
became his wife. awake; for they were all asleep, because 

43 David also took Ahin'o-am of a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen 
Jezreel; and both of them became his upon them. 
wives. 44 Saul had given Michal his 13 Then David went over to the 
daughter, David's wife, to Palti the son other side, and stood afar off on the top 
of La'ish, who was of Gallim. of the mountain, with a great space be-

26 Then the Ziphites came to Saul tween them; 14 and David called to the 
at Gib'e-ah, saying, "Is not army, and to Abner the son of Ner, 

David hiding himself on the hill of saying, "Will you not answer, Abner?" 
Hachi'lah, which is on the east of Then Abner answered, "Who are you 
Jeshi'mon?" 2 So Saul arose and went that calls to the king?" IS And David said 
down to the wilderness of Ziph, with to Abner, "Are you not a man? Who is 
three thousand chosen men of Israel, like you in Israel? Why then have you 
to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. not kept watch over your lord the 
26.1-25: I Sam 24.1-22. 



David flees to Philistines 265 1 SAMUEL 28 
king? For one of the people came in to of his hand." 2 So David arose and 
destroy the king your lord. 16 This thing went over, he and the six hundred men 
that you have done is nor good. As the who were with him, to A'chish the son 
LORD lives, you deserve to die, because of Ma'och, king of Gath. lAnd David 
you have nor kept watch over your lord, dwelt with A'chish at Gath, he and his 
the LoRD's anointed. And now see men, every man with his household, and 
where the king's spear is, and the jar of David with his two wives, Ahin'o-am of 
water char was at his head." Jezreel, and Ab'igail of Carmel, Nabal's 

17 Saul recognized David's voice, and widow. 4And when it was told Saul that 
said, "Is this your voice, my son David had fled to Gath, he sought for 
David?" And David said, "Ir is my him no more. 
voice, my lord, 0 king." 18And he said, 5 Then David said to A'chish, "If I 
"Why does my lord pursue after his have found favor in your eyes, let a 
servant? For what have I done? What place be given me in one of the country 
guilt is on my hands? 19 Now therefore towns, that I may dwell there; for why 
let my lord the king hear the words of should your servant dwell in the royal 
his servant. If it is the LORD who has city with you?" 6 So that day A'chish 
stirred you up against me, may he gave him Ziklag; therefore Zik.lag has 
accept an offering; bur if it is men, may belonged to the kings of Judah to this 
they be cursed before the LORD, for day. 7And the number of the days 
they have driven me out this day that I that David dwelt in the country of the 
should have no share in the heritage of Philistines was a year and four 
the LORD, saying, 'Go, serve other months. 
gods.' 20 Now therefore, let not my 8 Now David and his men went up, 
blood fall to the earth away from the and made raids upon the Gesh'urites, 
presence of the LoRD; for the king of the Gir'zites, and the Amal'ekites; for 
Israel has come out to seek my life," these were the inhabitants of the land 
like one who hunts a partridge in the from of old, as far as Shur, to the land 
mountains." of Egypt. 9And David smote the land, 

21 Then Saul said, "I have done and left neither man nor woman alive, 
wrong; return, my son David, for I will but took away the sheep, the oxen, the 
no more do you harm, because my life asses, the camels, and the garments, and 
was precious in your e'yes this day; be- came back to A'chish. 10 When A'chish 
hold, I have played the fool, and have asked, "Against whomb have you made 
erred exceedingly.'' 22And David made a raid today?" David would say, 
answer, "Here is the spear, 0 king! Let "Against the Negeb of Judah," or 
one of the young men come over and "Against the Negeb of the Jerah'
fetch it. 23 The LORD rewards every meelites," or, "Against the Negeb of 
man for his righteousness and his faith- the Ken'ites." llAnd David saved 
fulness; for the LORD gave you into my neither man nor woman alive, to bring 
hand today, and I would not put forth tidings to Gath, thinking, "Lest they 
my hand against the LORD's anointed. should tell about us, and say, 'So David 
24 Behold, as your life was precious this has done.' " Such was his custom all the 
day in my sight, so may my life be while he dwelt in the country of the 
precious in the sight of the LORD, and Philistines. 12And A'chish trusted David, 
may he deliver me out of all tribula- thinking, "He has made himself unerly 
tion." 2s Then Saul said to David, abhorred by his people Israel; therefore 
"Blessed be you, my son David! You he shall be my servant always." 
will do many things and will succeed in 28 In those days the Philistines 
them." So David went his way, and gathered their forces for war, to 
Saul returned to his place. fight against Israel. And A'chish said to 

27 And David said in his heart, "I David, "Understand that you and your 
shall now perish one day by the men are to go out with me in the army." 

hand of Saul; there is nothing better for 2 David said to A'chish, "Very well, you 
me than that I should escape to the land shall know what your servant can do." 
of the P_hilistines; then Saul will despair And A'chish said to David, "Very well, 
of seeking me any longer within the I will make you my bodyguard for 
borders of Israel, and I shall escape out life." 
"Gk: Heb a flea (as in 24.14) /J Gk Vg: Heb lacks whom 



1 SAMUEL 28 266 Saul and the medium 
3 Now Samuel had died, and all 

Israel had mourned for him and buried 
him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul 
had put the mediums and the wizards 
out of the land. 4 The Philistines as
sembled, and came and encamped at 
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel, 
and they encamped at Gilbo'a. s When 
Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he 
was afraid, and his heart trembled 
greatly. 6And when Saul inquired of the 
LORD, the LORD did not answer him, 
either by dreams, or by Urim, or by 
prophets. 7 Then Saul said to his serv
ants, "Seek out for me a woman who is 
a medium, that I may go to her and in
quire of her." And his servants said to 
him.,,"Behold, there is a medium at En
dor. 

8 So Saul disguised himself and put 
on other garments, and went, he and 
two men with him; and they came to 
the woman by night. And he said, 
"Divine for me by a spirit, and bring up 
for me whomever I shall name to you." 
9 The woman said to him, "Surely you 
know what Saul has done, how he has 
cut off the mediums and the wizards 
from the land. Why then are you laying 
a snare for my life to bring about my 
death?" 10 But Saul swore to her by the 
LORD, "As the LoRD lives, no punish
ment shall come upon you for this 
thing." II Then the woman said, 
"Whom shall I bring up for you?" He 
said, "Bring up Samuel for me." 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried out with a loud voice; and the 
woman said to Saul, "Why have you 
deceived me? You are Saul." 13 The 
king said to her, "Have no fear; what do 
you see?" And the woman said to Saul, 
"I see a god coming up out of the 
earth." 14 He said to her, "What is his 
appearance?" And she said, "An old 
man is coming up; and he is wrapped 
in a robe." And Saul knew that it was 
Samuel, and he bowed with his face to 
the ground, and did obeisance. 

15 Then Samuel said to Saul, "Why 
have you disturbed me by bringing me 
up?" Saul answered, "I am in great 
distress; for the Philistines are warring 
against me, and God has turned away 
from me and answers me no more, 
either by prophets or by dreams; there
fore I have summoned you to tell me 
what I shall do." I6And Samuel said, 
"Why then do you ask me, since the 

LORD has turned from you and become 
your enemy? 17 The LORD has done to 
you as he spoke by me; for the LORD has 
torn the kingdom out of your hand, and 
given it to your neighbor, David. 18 Be
cause you did not obey the voice of the 
LORD, and did not carry out his fierce 
wrath against Am'alek, therefore the 
LORD has done this thing to you this 
day. 19 Moreover the LORD will give 
Israel also with you into the hand of the 
Philistines ; and tomorrow you and your 
sons shall be with me; the LORD will 
give the army of Israel also into the 
hand of the Philistines." 

20 Then Saul fell at once full length 
upon the ground, filled with fear be
cause of the words of Samuel; and 
there was no strength in him, for he had 
eaten nothing all day and all night. 
2IAnd the woman came to Saul, and 
when she saw that he was terrified, she 
said to him, "Behold, your handmaid 
has hearkened to you; I have taken my 
life in my hand, and have hearkened to 
what you have said to me. 22 Now there
fore, you also hearken to your hand
maid; let me set a morsel of bread be
fore you; and eat, that you may have 
strength when you go on your way." 
23 He refused, and said, "I will not eat." 
But his servants, together with the 
woman, urged him; and he hearkened 
to their words. So he arose from the 
earth, and sat upon the bed. 24 Now the 
woman had a fatted calf in the house, 
and she quickly killed it, and she took 
flour, and kneaded it and baked un
leavened bread of it, 25 and she put it 
before Saul and his servants; and they 
ate. Then they rose and went away that 
night. 

29 Now the Philistines gathered all 
their forces at Aphek; and the 

Israelites were encamped by the foun
tain which is in Jezreel. 2As the lords of 
the Philistines were passing on by hun
dreds and by thousands, and David and 
his men were passing on in the rear with 
A'chish, 3 the commanders of the Philis
tines said, "What are these Hebrews do
ing here?" And A'chish said to the com
manders of the Philistines, "Is not this 
David, the servant of Saul, king of 
Israel, who has been with me now for 
days and years, and since he deserted to 
me I have found no fault in him to this 
day." 4 But the commanders of the 
Philistines were angry with him; and 



David fights the Amalekites 267 1 SAMUEL 30 
che conunanders of che Philistines said strength co weep. s David's cwo wives 
co him, "Send che man back, char he also had been caken captive, Ahin'o-am 
may recurn co che place co which you of Jezreel, and Ab'igail che widow of 
have assigned him; he shall nor go down Nabal of Carmel. 6And David was 
wich us co baccle, Iese in che baccle he greatly distressed; for che people spoke 
become an adversary co us. For how of stoning him, because all che people 
could chis fellow reconcile himself co his were biccer in soul, each for his sons and 
lord? Would ic noc be wich che heads of daughters. Bue David screngchened 
che men here? s Is noc chis David, of himself in che LORD his God. 
whom chey sing co one another in 7 And David said co Abi'achar che 
.-fances, priesc, che son of Ahim'elech, "Bring 

'Saul has slain his thousands, me che ephod." So Abi'achar brought 
and David his cen thousands'?" che ephod co David. 8And David in-
6 Then A'chish called David and said quired of che LORD, "Shall I pursue 

co him, "As che LORD lives, you have afcer chis band? Shall I overtake chem?" 
been honesc, and co me ic seems right He answered him, "Pursue; for you 
char you should march our and in wich shall surely overtake and shall surely 
me in che campaign; for I have found rescue." 9 So David sec ouc, and che six 
nothing wrong in you from che day of hundred men who were wich him, and 
your coming co me co chis day. Never- chey came co che brook Besor, where 
cheless che lords do noc approve of you. chose stayed who were lefc behind. 
7 So go back now; and go peaceably, 10 But David went on wich the pursuit, 
that you may not displease the lords of he and four hundred men; two hundred 
the Philistines." 8And David said co stayed behind, who were coo exhausted 
A'chish, "But whac have I done? What to cross the brook Besor. 
have you found in your servant from 11 They found an Egyptian in the 
the day I entered your service until now, open country, and brought him co 
that I may not go and fight against the David; and they gave him bread and 
enemies of my lord the king?" 9And he ate, chey gave him water to drink, 
A'chish made answer to David, "I know 12 and they gave him a piece of a cake 
that you are as blameless in my sight as of figs and two clusters of raisins. And 
an angel of God; nevertheless the com- when he had eaten, his spirit revived; 
manders of the Philistines have said, for he had not eaten bread or drunk 
'He shall not go up wich us co the water for three days and three nights. 
battle.' 10 Now then rise early in the l3And David said to him, "To whom 
morning with the servants of your lord do you belong? And where are you 
who came with you; and start early in from?" He said, "I am a young man of 
the morning, and depart as soon as you Egypt, servant to an Amal'ekite; and 
have light." 11 So David set out with my master left me behind because I fell 
his men early in the morning, to return sick three days ago. 14 We had made a 
to the land of the Philistines. But the raid upon the Negeb of the Cher'ethites 
Phili~tines went up to Jezreel. and upon that which belongs co Judah 

30 Now when David and his men and upon the Negeb of Caleb; and we 
came to Ziklag on the third day, burned Ziklag with fire." lSAnd David 

the Amal'ekites had made a raid upon said to him, "Will you take me down to 
the Negeb and upon Ziklag. They had this band?" And he said, "Swear to me 
overcome Ziklag, and burned it with by God, that you will not kill me, or 
fire, 2 and taken captive the women and deliver me into the hands of my mas
all<' who were in it, both small and ter, and I will take you down to this 
great; they killed no one, but carried band." 
them off, and went their way. 3And 16 And when he had taken him down, 
when David and his men came to the behold, they were spread abroad over all 
city, they found it burned with fire, and the land, eating and drinking and 
their wives and sons and daughters dancing, because of all the great spoil 
taken captive. 4 Then David and the they had taken from the land of the 
people who were wich him raised cheir Philistines and from che land of Judah. 
voices and wept, until they had no more 17 And David smote them from twilight 
r Gk: Heb lacks arid all 
29.5: I Sam 18.7; 21.11. 



1 SAMUEL 30 268 Death of Saul and his sons 
Now the Philistines fought until the evening of the next day; and 

not a man of them escaped, except four 
hundred young men, who mounted 
camels and fled. 18 David recovered all 
that the Amal'ekites had taken; and 
David rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing 
was missing, whether small or great, 
sons or daughters, spoil or anything 
that had been taken; David brought 
back all. 20 David also captured all the 
flocks and herds; and the people drove 
those cattle before him,d and said, 
"This is David's spoil." 

21 Then David came to the two 
hundred men, who had been too ex
hausted to follow David, and who had 
been left at the brook Besor; and they 
went out to meet David and to meet the 
people who were with him; and when 
David drew near to the people he 
saluted them. 22 Then all the wicked and 
base fellows among the men who had 
gone with David said, "Because they 
did not go with us, we will not give them 
any of the spoil which we have re
covered, except that each man may lead 
away his wife and children, and de
part." 23 But David said, "You shall not 
do so, my brothers, with what the LORD 
has given us; he has preserved us and 
given into our hand the band that came 
against us. 24 Who would listen to you 
in this matter? For as his share is who 
goes down into the battle, so shall his 
share be who stays by the baggage; they 
shall share alike." 2SAnd from that day 
forward he made it a statute and an 
ordinance for Israel to this day. 

26 When David came to Ziklag, he 
sent part of the spoil to his friends, the 
elders of Judah, saying, "Here is a 
present for you from the spoil of the 
enemies of the LORD"; 27 it was for 
those in Bethel, in Ramoth of the 
Negeb, in Jattir, 28 in Aro'er, in Siph
moth, in Eshtemo'a, 29 in Racal, in the 
cities of the Jerah'meelites, in the 
cities of the Ken'ites, 30 in Hormah, in 
Borash'an, in A'thach, 31 in Hebron, 
for all the places where David and his 
men had roamed. 

31 against Israel; and the men of 
Israel fled before the Philistines, and 
fell slain on Mount Gilbo'a. 2And the 
Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; 
and the Philistines slew Jonathan and 
Abin'adab and Mal'chishu'a, the sons 
of Saul. 3 The battle pressed hard upon 
Saul, and the archers found him; and he 
was badly wounded by the archers. 
4 Then Saul said to his am10r-bearer. 
"Draw your sword, and thrust me 
through with it, lest these uncircum
cised come and thrust me through, and 
make sport of me." But his armor
bearer would not; for he feared greatly. 
Therefore Saul took his own sword, and 
fell upon it. SAnd when his armor
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also 
fell upon his sword, and died with 
him. 6 Thus Saul died, and his three 
sons, and his armor-bearer, and all his 
men, on the same day together. 7 And 
when the men of Israel who were on the 
other side of the valley and those be
yond the Jordan saw that the men of 
Israel had fled and that Saul and his 
sons were dead, they forsook their citie' 
and fled; and the Philistines came and 
dwelt in them. 

8 On the morrow, when the Philis
tines came to strip the slain, they found 
Saul and his three sons fallen on Mounc 
Gilbo' a. 9And they cut off his head, and 
stripped off his armor, and sent mes
sengers throughout the land of the 
Philistines, to carry the good news to 
their idols' and to the people. 10 They 
put his armor in the temple of Ash -
taroth; and they fastened his body to the 
wall of Beth-shan. 11 But when the in
habitants of Ja'besh-gil'ead heard whar 
the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all 
the valiant men arose, and went all 
night, and took the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons from the wall or 
Beth-shan; and they came to Jabesh and 
burnt them there. 13And they took their 
bones and buried them under the 
tarnarisk tree in Jabesh, and fasted seven 
days. 

11 Cn: Heb cluy drot•e br!fore those cattle " Gk Compare I Chron IO. 9: Heb ro tht" ho1m· of 1heir ,-Jols 
31.1-13: 2 Sam 1.6-IO; I Chron I0.1-12. 



THE SECOND BOOK OF 

SAMUEL 

1 After the death of Saul, when 
David had returned from the 

.laughter of the Amal'ekites, David re
mained two days in Ziklag; 2 and on the 
third day, behold, a man came from 
Saul's camp, with his clothes rent and 
earth upon his head. And when he came 
to David, he fell to the ground and did 
obeisance. 3 David said to him, "Where 
do you come from?" And he said to 
him, "I have escaped from the camp of 
Israel." 4And David said to him, "How 
did it go? Tell me." And he answered, 
"The people have fled from the battle, 
and many of the people also have fallen 
and are dead; and Saul and his son 
Jonathan are also dead." S Then David 
said to the young man who told him, 
"How do you know that Saul and his 
son Jonathan are dead?" 6And the 
young man who told him said, "By 
chance I happened to be on Mount 
Gilbo'a; and there was Saul leaning 
upon his spear; and lo, the chariots and 
the horsemen were close upon him. 
7 And when he looked behind him, he 
saw me, and called to me. And I an
swered, 'Here I am.' BAnd he said to 
me, 'Who are you?' I answered him, 'I 
am an Amal'ekite.' 9And he said to me, 
'Stand beside me and slay me; for an
guish has seized me, and yet my life still 
lingers.' 10 So I stood beside him, and 
slew him, because I was sure that he 
could not live after he had fallen; and I 
took the crown which was on his head 
and the armlet which was on his arm, 
and I have brought them here to my 
lord." 

11 Then David took hold of his 
clothes, and rent them; and so did all 
the men who were with him; 12 and 
they mourned and wept and fasted until 
evening for Saul and for Jonathan his 
son and for the people of the LORD and 
for the house of Israel, because they 
had fallen by the sword. 13And David 
said to the young man who told him, 
"Where do you come from?" And he 

answered, "I.am the son of a sojourner, 
an Amal'ekite." 14 David said to him, 
"How is it you were not afraid to put 
forth your hand to destroy the LORD's 
anointed?" IS Then David called one of 
the young men and said, "Go, fall upon 
him." And he smote him so that he 
died. 16And David said to him, "Your 
blood be upon your head; for your own 
mouth has testified against you, saying, 
'I have slain the LoRD's anointed.' " 

17 And David lamented with this 
lamentation over Saul and Jonathan his 
son, IB and he said ita should be taught 
to the people of Judah; behold, it is 
written in the Book of J ashar. b He said : 
19 "Thy glory, 0 Israel, is slain upon 

thy high places ! 
How are the mighty fallen ! 

20 Tell it not in Gath, 
publish it not in the streets of 

Ash'kelon; 
lest the daughters of the Philistines 

rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncir

cumcised exult. 

21 "Ye mountains of Gilbo'a, 
let there be no dew or rain upon 

you, 
nor upsurging of the deep! c 

For there the shield of the mighty 
was defiled, 

the shield of Saul, not anointed 
with oil. 

22 "From the blood of the slain, 
from the fat of the mighty, 

the bow of Jonathan turned not 
back, 

and the sword of Saul returned not 
empty. 

23 "Saul and Jonathan, beloved and 
lovely! 

In life and in death they were not 
divided; 

they were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. 

'' Gk: Heb the Bow IJ Or The upright r Cn: Heb fields of offerings 
1.6-IO: I Sam 31.1-13; I Chron 10.1-12. 



2 SAMUEL 1 270 Abner kills Asahel 
24 "Ye daughters of Israel, weep over 

Saul, 
who clothed you daintily in scarlet, 
who put ornaments of gold upon 

your apparel. 

25 "How are the mighty fallen 
in the midst of the battle! 

"Jonathan lies slain upon thy high 
places. 

26 am distressed for you, my 
brother Jonathan; 

very pleasant have you been to me; 
your love to me was wonderful, 
passing the love of women. 

27 "How are the mighty fallen, 
and the weapons of war perished!" 

2 After this David inquired of the 
LoRD, "Shall I go up into any of the 

cities of Judah?" And the LORD said to 
him, "Go up." David said, "To which 
shall I go up?" And he said, "To 
Hebron." 2 So David went up there, 
and his two wives also, Ahin'o-am of 
Jezreel, and Ab'igail the widow of 
Nabal of Carmel. 3And David brought 
up his men who were with him, every 
one with his household; and they dwelt 
in the towns of Hebron. 4And the men 
of Judah came, and there they anointed 
David king over the house of Judah. 

When they told David, "It was the 
men of Ja'besh-gil'ead who buried 
Saul," s David sent messengers to the 
men of Ja'besh-gil'ead, and said to 
them, "May you be blessed by the 
LORD, because you showed this loyalty 
to Saul your lord, and buried him! 
6 Now may the LORD show steadfast 
love and faithfulness to you 1 And I will 
do good to you because you have done 
this thing. 7 Now therefore let your 
hands be strong, and be valiant; for Saul 
your lord is dead, and the house of 
Judah has anointed me king over 
them." 

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, com
mander of Saul's army, had taken Ish
bo'sheth the son of Saul, and brought 
him over to Mahana'im; 9 and he made 
him king over Gilead and the Ash'urites 
and Jezreel and E'phraim and Benjamin 
and all Israel. IO Ish-bo'sheth, Saul's 
son, was forty years old when he began 
to reign over Israel, and he r!cigned two 
years. But the house of Judah followed 
rl That is the field of sword-edges 

David. llAnd the time that David was 
king in Hebron over the house of Judah 
was seven years and six months. 

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the 
servants of Ish-bo'sheth the son of 
Saul, went out from Mahana'im to 
Gibeon. 13And Jo'ab the son of Zeru'
iah, and the servants of David, went out 
and met them at the pool of Gibeon; 
and they sat down, the one on the one 
side of the pool, and the other on the 
other side of the pool. 14And Abner said 
to Jo'ab, "Let the young men arise and 
play before us." And Jo'ab said, "Let 
them arise." 15 Then they arose and 
passed over by number, twelve for 
Benjamin and Ish-bo'sheth the son of 
Saul, and twelve of the servants of 
David. 16And each caught his opponent 
by the head, and thrust his sword in his 
opponent's side; so they fell down to
gether. Therefore that place was called 
Hel'kath-hazzu'rim,<1 which is at Gib
eon. 17 And the battle was very fierce 
that day; and Abner and the men of 
Israel were beaten before the servants 
of David. 

18 And the three sons of Zeru'iah 
were there, Jo'ab, Abi'shai, and As'ahel. 
Now As'ahel was as swift of foot as a 
wild gazelle; 19 and As'ahel pursued 
Abner, and as he went he turned 
neither to the right hand nor to the kh 
from following Abner. 20 Then Abner 
looked behind him and said, "Is it you. 
As'ahel?" And he answered, "It is I." 
2lAbner said to him, "Turn aside to 
your right hand or to your left, and 
seize one of the young men, and take his 
spoil." But As'ahel would not turn 
aside from following him. 22And Abnet 
said again to As'ahel, "Turn aside from 
following me; why should I smite you to 
the ground? How then could I lift up 
my face to your brother Jo'ab?" 2~ Bur 
he refused to tum aside; therefore 
Abner smote him in the belly with the 
butt of his spear, so that the spear came 
out at his back; and he fell there, and 
died where he was. And all who came 
to the place where As'ahel had fallen 
and died, stood still. 

24 But Jo'ab and Abi'shai pursued 
Abner; and as the sun was going down 
they came to the hill of Ammah, which 
lies before Gi'ah on the way to the 
wilderness of Gibeon. 25And the Ben 
jaminites gathered themselves together 
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behind Abner, and became one band, 
and took their stand on the top of a hill. 
26 Then Abner called to Jo'ab, "Shall 
the sword devour for ever? Do you not 
know that the end will be bitter? How 
long will it be before you bid your peo
ple turn from the pursuit of their 
brethren?" 27And Jo'ab said, "As God 
lives, if you had not spoken, surely the 
men would have given up the pursuit of 
their brethren in the morning." 28 So 
jo'ab blew the trumpet; and all the men 
stopped, and pursued Israel no more, 
nor did they fight any more. 

29 And Abner and his men went all 
that night through the Arabah; they 
crossed the Jordan, and marching the 
whole forenoon they came to Mahana'
im. ~o Jo'ab returned from the pursuit of 
Abner; and when he had gathered all 
the people together, there were missing 
of David's servants nineteen men be
sides As'ahel. 31 But the servants of 
David had slain of Benjamin three hun
dred and sixty of Abner's men. 32And 
they took up As'ahel, and buried him in 
the tomb of his father, which was at 
Bethlehem. And Jo'ab and his men 
marched all night, and the day broke 
upon them at Hebron. 

3 There was a long war between the 
house of Saul and the house of 

David; and David grew stronger and 
stronger, while the house of Saul be
came weaker and weaker. 

2 And sons were born to David at 
Hebron: his first-born was Amnon, of 
Ahin'o-am of Jezreel; 3 and his second, 
Chil'c-ab, of Ab'igail the widow of 
Nabal of Carmel; and the third, Ab' -
'alom the son of Ma'acah the daughter 
of Talmai king of Geshur; 4 and the 
fourth, Adoni'jah the son of Haggith; 
and the fifth, Shephati'ah the son of 
Abi'tal; sand the sixth, Ith're-am, of 
Eglah, David's wife. These were born 
to David in Hebron. 

6 While there was war between the 
house of Saul and the house of David, 
Abner was making himself strong in the 
house of Saul. 7 Now Saul had a con
cubine, whose name was Rizpah, the 
daughter of Ai'ah; and Ish-bo'sheth 
said to Abner, "Why have you gone in 
to my father's concubine?" 8 Then 
Abner was very angry over the words 
of Ish-bo'sheth, and said, "Am I a 
I' Gk: Heb where he was 
J.2-5: I Chron 1.1-4. 

dog's head of Judah? This day I keep 
showing loyalty to the house of Saul 
your father, to his brothers, and to his 
friends, and have not given you into the 
hand of David ; and yet you charge me 
today with a fault concerning a woman. 
9 God do so to Abner, and more also, if 
I do not accomplish for David what the 
LORD has sworn to him, 10 to transfer 
the kingdom from the house of Saul, 
and set up the throne of David over 
Israel and over Judah, from Dan to 
Beer-sheba." llAnd Ish-bo'sheth could 
not answer Abner another word, be
cause he feared him. 

12 And Abner sent messengers to 
David at Hebron,• saying, "To whom 
does the land belong? Make your cove
nant with me, and behold, my hand 
shall be with you to bring over all Israel 
to you." l3And he said, "Good; I will 
make a covenant with you;· but one 
thing I require of you; that is, you shall 
not see my face, unless you first bring 
Michal, Saul's daughter, when you 
come to see my face." 14 Then David 
sent messengers to Ish-bo'sheth Saul's 
son, saying, "Give me my wife Michal, 
whom I betrothed at the price of a hun
dred foreskins of the Philistines." IS And 
Ish-bo'sheth sent, and took her from 
her husband Pal'tiel the son of La'ish. 
16 But her husband went with her, 
weeping after her all the way to Bahu'
rim. Then Abner said to him, "Go, 
return"; and he returned. 

17 And Abner conferred with the 
elders of Israel, saying, "For some time 
past you have been seeking David as 
king over you. 18 Now then bring it 
about; for the LORD has promised 
David, saying, 'By the hand of my 
servant David I will save my people 
Israel from the hand of the Philistines, 
and from the hand of all their ene
mies.' " 19Abner also spoke to Ben
jamin; and then Abner went to tell 
David at Hebron all that Israel and the 
whole house of Benjamin thought good 
to do. 

20 When Abner came with twenty 
men to David at Hebron, David made 
a feast for Abner and the men who were 
with him. 21And Abner said to David, 
"I will arise and go, and will gather all 
Israel to my lord the king, that they may 
make a covenant with you, and that you 
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as one falls before the wicked may reign over all that your heart de

sires." So David sent Abner away; and 
he went in peace. 

22 Just then the servants of David 
arrived with Jo'ab from a raid, bringing 
much spoil with them. But Abner was 
not with David at Hebron, for he had 
sent him away, and he had gone in 
peace. 23 When Jo'ab and all the army 
that was with him came, it was told 
Jo'ab, "Abner the son of Ner came to 
the king, and he has let him go, and he 
has gone in peace." 24 Then Jo'ab went 
to the king ,and said, "What have you 
done? Behol\jl, Abner came to you; why 
is it that you have sent him away, so that 
he is gone? 25 You know that Abner the 
son of Ner came to deceive you, and to 
know your going out and your coming 
in, and to know all that you are do
ing." 

26 When Jo'ab came out from 
David's presence, he sent messengers 
after Abner, and they brought him back 
from the cistern of Si rah; but David did 
not know about it. 27And when Abner 
returned to Hebron, Jo'ab took him 
aside into the midst of the gate to speak 
with him privately, and there he smote 
him in the belly, so that he died, for the 
blood of As'ahel his brother. 28After
ward, when David heard of it, he said, 
"I and my kingdom are for ever guilt
less before the LORD for the blood of 
Abner the son of Ner. 29 May it fall 
upon the head of Jo'ab, and upon all his 
father's house; and may the house of 
Jo'ab never be without one who has a 
discharge, or who is leprous, or who 
holds a spindle, or who is slain by the 
sword, or who lacks bread!" JO So 
Jo'ab and Abi'shai his brother slew 
Abner, because he had killed their 
brother As'ahel in the banle at Gibeon. 

31 Then David said to Jo'ab and to 
all the people who were with him, 
"Rend your clothes, and gird on sack
cloth, and mourn before Abner." And 
King David followed the bier. .12 They 
buried Abner at Hebron; and the king 
lifted up his voice and wept at the grave 
of Abner; and all the people wept. 
33And the king lamented for Abner, 
saying, 

"Should Abner die as a fool dies? 
.l4 Your hands were not bound, 

your feet were not fettered ; 

you have fallen." 
And all the people wept again over him. 
35 Then all the people came to persuade 
David to eat bread while it was yet day; 
but David swore, saying, "God do so to 
me and more also, if I taste bread or 
anything else till the sun goes down!" 
36And all the people took notice of it, 
and it pleased them; as everything thar 
the king did pleased all the people. 
37 So all the people and all Israel under
stood that day that it had not been the 
king's will to slay Abner the son of Ner. 
38And the king said to his servants, "Do 
you not know that a prince and a grear 
man has fallen this day in Israel? 34And 
I am this day weak, though anointed 
king; these men the sons of Zeru'iah arc 
too hard for me. The LORD requite the 
evildoer according to his wickedness 1 • • 

4 When Ish-bo'sheth, Saul's son, 
heard that Abner had died at 

Hebron, his courage failed, and all 
Israel was dismayed. 2 Now Saul's son 
had two men who were captains of 
raiding bands; the name of the one wa' 
Ba'anah, and the name of the other 
Rech.ab, sons of Rimmon a man of 
Benjamin from Be-er'oth (for Be-er'oth 
also is reckoned to Benjamin; 3 the 
Be-er'othites fled to Gitta'im, and haw 
been sojourners there to this day). 

4 Jmiathan, the son of Saul, had a snn 
who was crippled in his feet. He wa' 
five years old when the news about Saul 
and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and 
his nurse took him up, and fled; and, a' 
she fled in her haste, he fell, and became 
lame. And his name was Mephib -
osheth. 

5 Now the sons of Rimmon the 
Be-er'othite, Rechab and Ba'anah, 'et 
out, and about the heat of the day thc1 
came to the house of Ish-bo'shcth, as h<' 
was taking his noonday rest. 0And be
hold, the doorkeeper of the house had 
been cleaning wheat, but she gn·w 
drowsy and slept; so Rcchab and Ba -
anah his brother slipped in.I 7 When 
they came into the house, as he lay on 
his bed in his bedchamber, they smolc' 
him, and slew him, and beheaded him. 
They took his head, and went by che 
way of the Arabah all night, ~ amt 
brought the head of Ish-bo'sheth IP 
David at Hebron. And they said to ch,· 

f Gk: Heb 6And h11hcr they cw11t' mto the nud.u of tht house j.•tchirig wht•ar; a11d tlhy ,1m(J(1' him m r/i,· f>d/v.- ,ll/,t 

Rechab and liticmah hi.~ brother- t'srnpc:d 
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king, "Here is the head of Ish-bo'sheth, into the house." 9And David dwelt in 
the son of Saul, your enemy, who the stronghold, and called it the city of 
sought your life; the LORD has avenged David. And David built the city round 
my lord the king this day on Saul and on about from the Millo inward. IOAnd 
his offspring." 9 But David answered David became greater and greater, for 
Rechab and Ba'anah his brother, the the LORD, the God of hosts, was with 
sons of Rimmon the Be-er'othite, "As him. 
the LORD lives, who has redeemed my 11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent 
life out of every adversity, 10 when one messengers to David, and cedar trees, 
told me, 'Behold, Saul is dead,' and also carpenters and masons who built 
thought he was bringing good news, I David a house. 12And David perceived 
seized him and slew him at Ziklag, that the LORD had established him king 
which was the reward I gave him for his over Israel, and that he had exalted his 
news. 11 How much more, when wicked kingdom for the sake of his people 
men have slain a righteous man in his Israel. 
own house upon his bed, shall I not 13 And David took more concubines 
now require his blood at your hand, and and wives from Jerusalem, after he came 
destroy you from the earth?" 12And from Hebron; and more sons and 
David commanded his young men, and daughters were born to David. 14And 
they killed them, and cut off their hands these are the names of those who were 
and feet, and hanged them beside the born to him in Jerusalem: Sham'mu-a, 
pool at Hebron. But they took the head Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, 
of lsh-bo'sheth, and buried it in the Eli'shu-a, Nepheg, Japhi'a, 16 Elish' -
tomb of Abner at Hebron. ama, Eli'ada, and Eliph'elet. 

5 Then all the tribes of Israel came 17 When the Philistines heard that 
to David at Hebron, and said, "Be- David had been anointed king over 

hold, we are your bone and flesh. 2 In Israel, all the Philistines went up in 
times past, when Saul was king over us, search of David; but David heard of it 
it was you that led out and brought in and went down to the stronghold. 
Israel; and the LORD said to you, 'You 18 Now the Philistines had come and 
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, spread out in the valley of Reph'aim. 
and you sha.Jl be prince over Israel.'" 19And David inquired of the LORD, 
J So all the elders of Israel came to the "Shall I go up against the Philistines? 
king at Hebron; and King David made Wilt thou give them into my hand?" 
a covenant with them at Hebron before And the LORD said to David, "Go up; 
the LORD, and they anointed David king for I will certainly give the Philistines 
over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old into your hand." 20And David came to 
when he began to reign, and he reigned Ba'al-pera'zim, and David defeated 
forty years. SAt Hebron he reigned over them there; and he said, "The LORD 
Judah seven years and six months; has broken through" my enemies before 
and at Jerusalem he reigned over all me, like a bursting flood." Therefore 
Israel and Judah thirty-three years. the name of that place is called Ba'al-

6 And the king and his men went to pera'zim.'• 21And the Philistines left 
Jerusalem against the Jeb'usites, the their idols there, and David and his men 
inhabitants of the land, who said to carried them away. 
David, "You will not come in here, but 22 And the Philistines came up yet 
the blind and the lame will ward you again, and spread out in the valley of 
off"-thinking, "David cannot come in Reph'aim. 23And when David inquired 
here." 7 Nevertheless David took the of the LORD, he said, "You shall not go 
stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of up; go around to their rear, and come 
David. 8And David said on that day, upon them opposite the balsam trees. 
"Whoever would smite the Jeb'usites, 24And when you hear the sound of 
let him get up the water shaft to attack marching in the tops of the balsam 
the lame and the blind, who are hated trees, then bestir yourself; for then the 
by David's soul." Therefore it is said, LORD has gone out before you to smite 
"The blind and the lame shall not come the army of the Philistines." 25And 
''Heh {'111 a:: 11 That is Lord of breaki11g through 
5.1-J: I Chrun 11.1-l. 5.4-5: 1 Chron l.4. 5.6-10: I Chron 11.4-9. 6.11-12: I Chron 14.1-2. 
5.14-18: I Chron l.5-8; 14.3-7. 5.17-21: 1 Chron 14.8-12. 5.22-25: I Chron 14.13-16. 
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David did as the LORD commanded David was girded with a linen ephod. 
him, and smote the Philistines from IS So David and all the house of Israel 
Geba to Gezer. brought up the ark of the LORD with 

6 David again gathered all the shouting, and with the sound of the 
chosen men of Israel, thirty thou- horn. 

sand. 2And David arose and went with 16 As the ark of the LORD came into 
all the people who were with him from the city of David, Michal the daughter 
Ba'ale-judah, to bring up from there the of Saul looked out of the window, and 
ark of God, which is called by the saw King David leaping and dancing 
name of the LORD of hosts who sits en- before the LORD; and she despised him 
throned on the cherubim. 3And they in her hean. 17And they brought in the 
carried the ark of God upon a new cart, ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, 
and brought it out of the house of inside the tent which David had pitched 
Abin'adab which was on the hill; and for it; and David offered burnt offerings 
Uzzah and Ahi'o,i the sons of Abin'- and peace offerings before the LORD. 
adab, were driving the new cartJ 4 with 18And when David had finished offering 
the ark of God; and Ahi'oi went before the burnt offerings and the peace of
the ark. SAnd David and all the house of ferings, he blessed the people in the 
Israel were making merry before the name of the LORD of hosts, 19 and dis
LoRD with all their might, with songs• tributed among all the people, the whole 
and lyres and harps and tambourines multitude of Israel, both men and 
and castanets and cymbals. women, to each a cake of bread, a por-

6 And when they came to the thresh- tion of meat," and a cake of raisins. 
ing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his Then all the people departed, each to 
hand to the ark of God and took hold of his house. 
it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the 20 And David returned to bless his 
anger of the LoRD was kindled against household. But Michal the daughter of 
Uzzah; and God smote him there be- Saul came out to meet David, and said, 
cause he put forth his hand to the ark;l "How the king of Israel honored him
and he died there beside the ark of self today, uncovering himself today 
God. HAnd David was angry because before the eyes of his servants' maids, 
the LORD had broken forth upon Uzzah; as one of the vulgar fellows shamelessly 
and that place is called Pe'rez-uz'zah,m uncovers himself!" 21And David said 
to this day. 9And David was afraid of to Michal, "It was before the LORD, 
the LORD that day; and he said, "How who chose me above your father, and 
can rhe ark of the LORD come co me?" above all his house, co appoinr me as 
10 So David was not willing to rake rhe prince over Israel, rhe people of rhc 
ark of the LORD inro rhe city of David; LORD-and I will make merry before 
bur David took it aside to the house of the LORD. 22 I will make myself yet 
O'bed-e'dom rhe Ginire. 11And rhe ark more contemptible than this, and I will 
of rhe LORD remained in rhe house of be abased in your" eyes; bur by rhe 
O'bed-e'dom the Ginire three monrhs; maids of whom you have spoken, hy 
and the LORD blessed O'bed-e'dom and chem I shall be held in honor." 2-'And 
all his household. Michal rhe daughrer of Saul had no 

12 And ir was cold King David, "The child co rhe day of her dearh. 
LORD has blessed the household of 7 Now when rhe king dwelr in his 
O'bed-e'dom and all thar belongs co house, and rhe LORD had given him 
him, because of rhe ark of God." So resr from all his enemies round abo111, 
David wenr and brought up the ark of 2 rhe king said co Narhan rhe prophet, 
God from rhe house of O'bed-e'dom to "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 
the city of David with rejoicing; 13 and but the ark of God dwells in a rcnr." 
when chose who bore rhe ark <Jf rhe -1And Narhan said co rhe king, "Go, do 
LoRD had gone six paces, he sacrificed all thar is in your heart; for rhe LORD 
an ox and a farling. 14And David danced is with you." 
before rhe LORD with all his might; and 4 But char same night the word of 
i Or and his hrorher 

i. ~okmtChr~nk:1 f~~ H:eb'j,~ 1~:;~· df'f th::;r 1t f~~ J':{:~eu~~,~~~~ Ab,,,adab which wa.~ 011 the· hill 

m That is. The hreakiflg forth upo11 Uzzah 11 Vg: Heb uncertain 11 Gk: 1-Ieb my 
6.1-11: I Chron 11.1-14. 6.12-19: I Chron 15.1-16.3. 7.1-29: I Chron 17.1-27. 
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the LORD came to Nathan, s "Go and am I, 0 Lord GoD, and what is my 
tell my servant David, 'Thus says the house, that thou hast brought me thus 
LORD: Would you build me a house to far? 19And yet this was a small thing in 
dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house thy eyes, 0 Lord GoD; thou hast spoken 
since the day I brought up the people also of thy servant's house for a great 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I while to come, and hast shown me 
have been moving about in a tent for future generations,' 0 Lord GOD! 
my dwelling. 7 In all places where I 20And what more can David say to 
have moved with all the people of thee? For thou knowest thy servant, 0 
Israel, did I speak a word with any of Lord GOD! 21 Because of thy promise, 
thf" judgesP of Israel, whom I com- and according to thy own heart, thou 
manded to shepherd my people Israel, hast wrought all this greatness, to make 
saying, "Why have you not built me a thy servant know it. 22 Therefore thou 
house of cedar?" ' 8 Now therefore thus art great, 0 LORD God; for there is none 
you shall say to my servant David, like thee, and there is no God besides 
'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you thee, according to all that we have heard 
from the pasture, from following the with our ears. 23 What other• nation on 
sheep, that you should be prince over earth is like thy people Israel, whom 
my people Israel; 9 and I have been God went to redeem to be his people, 
with you wherever you went, and have making himself a name, and doing for 
cut off all your enemies from before them t great and terrible things, by driv
you; and I will make for you a great ing outu before his people a nation and 
name, like the name of the great ones of its gods? v 24And thou didst establish 
the earth. IOAnd I will appoint a place for thyself thy people Israel to be thy 
for my people Israel, and will plant people for ever; and thou, 0 LoRD, 
them, that they may dwell in their own didst become their God. 2SAnd now, 0 
place, and be disturbed no more; and LORD God, confirm for ever the word 
violent men shall afflict them no more, which thou hast spoken concerning thy 
as formerly, 11 from the time that I servant and concerning his house, and 
appointed judges over my people do as thou hast spoken; 26 and thy name 
Israel; and I will give you rest from all will be magnified for ever, saying, 'The 
your enemies. Moreover the LORD de- LORD of hosts is God over Israel,' and 
dares to you that the LORD will make the house of thy servant David will be 
you a house. 12 When your days are established before thee. 27 For thou, 0 
fulfilled and you lie down with your LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, hast 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring made this revelation to thy servant, 
after you, who shall come forth from saying, 'I will build you a house'; there
your body, and I will establish his fore thy servant has found courage to 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for pray this prayer to thee. 28And now, 0 
my name, and I will establish the throne Lord Goo, thou art God, and thy 
of his kingdom for ever. 14 I will be his words are true, and thou hast promised 
father, and he shall be my son. When he this good thing to thy servant; 29 now 
commits iniquity, I will chasten him therefore may it please thee to bless the 
with the rod of men, with the stripes of house of thy servant, that it may con
the sons of men; IS but I will not takeq tinue for ever before thee; for thou, 0 
my steadfast Jove from him, as I took it Lord Goo, hast spoken, and with thy 
from Saul, whom I put away from be- blessing shall the house of thy servant 
fore you. I6And your house and your be blessed for ever." 
kingdom shall be made sure for ever 8 After this David defeated the 
before me; your throne shall be estab- Philistines and subdued them, and 
lished for ever.' " 17 In accordance with David took Meth'eg-am'mah out of the 
all these words, and in accordance with hand of the Philistines. 
all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 2 And he defeated Moab, and 

18 Then King David went in and sat measured them with a line, making 
before the LORD, and said, "Who them lie down on the ground; two lines 

: I, Chron 17._6:. Heb 1ribes q Gk Syr Vg 1 Chron 17.IJ: Heb shall not depart 

1
, Cn: Heb thu is the law for man 8 ~k: Heb 011e t Heb you u Gk 1 Chron 17.21: Heb for your land 
?.~~~b.t;{o;~;.hy G.ei°!/'4': ~l~~r~'::'~ 8~11~s{3~cdcem for thyself from Egypt, nations and its gods 



2 SAMUEL 8 276 David and Mephibosheth 
he measured to be put to death, and one recorder; 17 and Zadok the son of Ahi ' -
full line to be spared. And the Moabites tub and Ahim'elech the son of Abi'
became servants to David and brought athar were priests; and Serai'ah was 
tribute. secretary; 18 and Benai'ah the son of 

3 David also defeated Hadade'zer the Jehoi'ada was over' the Chcr'ethite' 
son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went and the Pel'ethites; and David's sons 
to restore his power at the river Eu- were priests. 
phra'tes. 4And David took from him a 9 And David said, "Is there still any 
thousand and seven hundred horse- one lefr of the house of Saul, that I 
men, and twenty thousand foot soldiers; may show him kindness for Jonathan's 
and David hamstrung all the chariot sake?" 2 Naw there was a servant of the 
horses, but left enough for a hundred house of Saul whose n~me was Ziba, 
chariots. 5And when the Syrians of and they called him to David; and the 
Damascus came to help Hadade'zer king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" And 
king of Zobah, David slew twenty-two he said, "Your servant is he." JAnd the 
thousand men of the Svrians. 6 Then king said, "Is there not still some one of 
David put garrisons in Aram of Damas- the house of Saul, that I may show the 
cus; and the Syrians became servants kindness of God to him?" Ziba said to 
to David and brought tribute. And the the king, "There is still a son of Jona
LORD gave victory to David wherever than; he is crippled in his feet." 4 The 
he went. 7 And David took the shields king said to him, "Where is he?" And 
of gold which were carried by the Ziba said to the king, "He is in the 
servants of Hadade'zer, and brought house of Machir the son of Am"micl, at 
them to Jerusalem. HAnd from Betah Lo-debar." 5 Then King David sent 
and from Bero'thai, cities of Hadade'- and brought him from the house of 
zer, King David took very much bronze. Machir the son of Am'miel, at Lo-

9 When To'i king of Hamath heard debar. 6And Mephib'osheth the son of 
that David had defeated the whole army Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David, 
of Hadade'zer, IO To'i sent his son and fell on his face and did obeisance. 
Joram to King David, to greet him, and And David said, "Mephib'osheth!" 
to congratulate him because he had And he answered, "Behold, your serv
fought against Hadade'zer and defeated ant." 7And David said to him, "Do not 
him; for Hadade'zer had often been at fear; for I will show you kindness for 
war with To'i. And Joram brought with the sake of your father Jonathan, and I 
him articles of silver, of gold, and of will restore to you all the land of Saul 
bronze; I I these also King David your father; and you shall eat at my 
dedicated to the LORD, together with table always." 8And he did obeisance. 
the silver and gold which he dedicated and said, "What is your servant, that 
from all the nations he subdued, 12 from you should look upon a dead dog such 
Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the as I?" 
Philistines, Am'alek, and from the spoil 9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul's 
of Hadade'zer the son of Rehab, king of servant, and said to him, "All that be
Zobah. longed to Saul and to all his house I 

13 And David won a name for him- have given to your master's son. IOAnd 
self. When he returned, he slew you and your sons and your servants 
eighteen thousand Edomites w in the shall till the land for him, and shall 
Valley of Salt. I4And he put garrisons in bring in the produce, that your master's 
Edom; throughout all Edom he put son may have bread to eat; but Mc
garrisons, and all the Edomites became phib'osheth your master's son shall 
David's servants. And the LORD gave always eat at my table." Now Ziba had 
victory to David wherever he went. fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

15 So David reigned over all Israel; 11 Then Ziba said to the king, "Accord
and David administered justice and ing to all that my lord the king com
equity to all his people. I6And Jo'ab the mands his servant, so will your servant 
son of Zeru'iah was over the army; and do." So Mephib'osheth ate at David's'' 
Jehosh'aphat the son of Ahi'lud was table, like one of the king's sons. I2And 
11

' Gk: Heb returned from smi1fr1g eighteen thousa"d .5yriam 
.r Syr Tg Vg 20.23; 1 Chron 18.17: Heb lacks was o·ver .II Gk: Heb my 
8.15-18: 2 Sam 20.23-26; 1Chron18.14-17. 



Defeat of the Syrians 277 2 SAMUEL 11 
Mephib'osheth had a young son, whose 12 Be of good courage, and let us play 
name was Mica. And all who dwelt in the man for our people, and for the 
Ziba's house became Mephib'osheth's cities of our God; and may the LORD do 
servants. 13 So Mephib'osheth dwelt in what seems good to him." 13 So Jo'ab 
Jerusalem; for he ate always at the and the people who were with him 
king's table. Now he was lame in both drew near to battle against the Syrians; 
his feet. and they fled before him. 14And when 

lo After this the king of the Am- the Ammonites saw that the Syrians 
monites died, and Hanun his son fled, they likewise fled before Abi'shai, 

reigned in his stead. _2And David,said, and entered the city. Then Jo'ab re
" I will deal loyally with Hanun the son turned from fighting against the Am
of Nahash, as his father dealt loyally monites, and came to Jerusalem. 
with me." So David sent by his serv- 15 But when the Syrians saw that 
ants to console him concerning his they had been defeated by Israel, they 
father. And David's servants came into gathered themselves together. I6And 
the land of the Ammonites. 3 But the Hadade'zer sent, and brought out the 
princes of the Ammonites said to Hanun Syrians who were beyond the Eu
their lord, "Do you think because David phra 'tes; z and they came to Helam, 
has sent comforters to you, that he is with Shobach the commander of the 
honoring your father? Has not David army ofHadade'zer at their head. I7And 
sent his servants to you to search the when it was told David, he gathered all 
city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow Israel together, and crossed the Jordan, 
it?" 4 So Hanun took David's servants, and came to Helam. And the Syrians 
and shaved off half the beard of each, arrayed themselves against David, and 
and cut off their garments in the middle, fought with him. IBAnd the Syrians fled 
at their hips, and sent them away. before Israel; and David slew of the 
s When it was told David, he sent to Syrians the men of seven hundred 
meet them, for the men were greatly chariots, and forty thousand horsemen, 
ashamed. And the king said, "Remain and wounded Shobach the commander 
at Jericho until your beards have grown, of their army, so that he died there. 
and then return." I9And when all the kings who were 

6 When the Ammonites saw that they servants of Hadade'zer saw that they 
had become odious to David, the Am- had been defeated by Israel, they made 
monites sent and hired the Syrians of peace with Israel, and became subject 
Beth-rc'hob, and the Syrians of Zobah, to them. So the Syrians feared to help 
twenty thousand foot soldiers, and the the Ammonites any more. 
king of Ma'acah with a thousand men, 11 In the spring of the year, the 
and the men of Tob, twelve thousand time when kings go forth to 
men. ?And when David heard of it, he battle, David sent Jo'ab, and his serv
sent Jo'ab and all the host of the mighty ants with him, and all Israel; and they 
men. KAnd the Ammonites came out ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged 
and drew up in battle array at the en- Rabbah. But David remained at Jeru
trance of the gate; and the Syrians of salem. 
Zobah and of Rehob, and the men of 2 It happened, late one afternoon, 
Tob and Ma'acah, were by themselves when David arose from his couch and 
in the open country. was walking upon the roof of the king's 

9 When Jo'ab saw that the battle was house, that he saw from the roof a 
set against him both in front and in the woman bathing; and the woman was 
rear, he chose some of the picked men very beautiful. lAnd David sent and in
of Israel, and arrayed them against the quired about the woman. And one said, 
Syrians; 10 the rest of his men he put in "Is not this Bathshe'ba, the daughter of 
the charge of Abi'shai his brother, and Eli'am, the wife of Uri'ah the Hittite?" 
he arrayed them against the Ammonites. 4 So David sent messengers, and took 
11 And he said, "If the Syrians are too her; and she came to him, and he lay 
strong for me, then you shall help me; with her. (Now she was purifying her
but if the Ammonites are too strong for self from her uncleanness.) Then she 
you, then I will come and help you. returned to her house. SAnd the woman 
i Heb river 
10.1-19: I Chron 19.1-19. II.I: I Chron 20.1. 



2 SAMUEL 11 278 David's sin against Uriah 
conceived; and she sent and told David, the son of Jerub'besheth? Did not a 
"I am with child." woman cast an upper millstone upon 

6 So David sent word to Jo'ab, him from the wall, so that he died at 
"Send me Uri'ah the Hittite." And Thebez? Why did you go so near the 
Jo'ab sent Uri'ah to David. 7 When wall?' then you shall say, 'Your servant 
Uri'ah came to him, David asked how Uri'ah the Hittite is dead also.' " 
Jo'ab was doing, and how the people 22 So the messenger went, and came 
fared, and how the war prospered. and told David all that Jo'ab had senr 
H Then David said to Uri'ah, "Go down him to tell. 23 The messenger said to 
to your house, and wash your feet." David, "The men gained an advantage 
And Uri'ah went out of the king's over us, and came out against us in the 
house, and there followed him a present field; but we drove them back to the 
from the king. 9 But Uri'ah slept at the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the archers 
door of the king's house with all the shot at your servants from the wall ; 
servants of his lord, and did not go some of the king's servants are dead; 
down to his house. 10 When they told and your servant Uri'ah the Hittite i' 
David, "Uri'ah did not go down to his dead also." 25 David said to the mes
house," David said to Uri'ah, "Have senger, "Thus shall you say to Jo'ah. 
you not come from a journey? Why did 'Do not let this matter trouble you, for 
you not go down to your house?" the sword devours now one and now 
11 Uri'ah said to David, "The ark and another; strengthen your attack upon 
Israel and Judah dwell in booths; and the city, and overthrow it.' And en
my lord Jo'ab and the servants of my courage him." 
lord are camping in the open field; shall :26 When the wife of Uri' ah heard 
I then go to my house, to eat and to that Uri'ah her husband was dead, she 
drink, and to lie with my wife? As you made lamentation for her husband. 
live, and as your soul lives, I will not do 27 And when the mourning .vas over, 
this thing." 12 Then David said to David sent and brought her to hi' 
Uri'ah, "Remain here today also, and house, and she became his wife, and 
tomorrow I will let you depart." So bore him a son. But the thing thar 
Uri'ah remained in Jerusalem that day, David had done displeased the LORD. 
and the next. l3And David invited him, 12 And the LORD sent Nathan lll 
and he ate in his presence and drank, so David. He came to him, and said 
that he made him drunk; and in the to him, "There were two men in a cer
evening he went out to lie on his couch tain city, the one rich and the other 
with the servants of his lord, but he did poor. 2 The rich man had very man\' 
not go down to his house. flocks and herds; -1 but the poor man 

14 In the morning David wrote a had nothing but one little ewe lamh, 
letter to Jo'ab, and sent it by the hand which he had bought. And he broughr 
of Uri'ah. IS In the letter he wrote, it up, and it grew up with him and with 
"Set Uri'ah in the forefront of the his children; it used to eat of his morsel. 
hardest fighting, and then draw back and drink from his cup, and lie in his 
from him, that he may be struck down, bosom, and it was like a daughter to 
and die." 16And as Jo'ab was besieging him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the 
the city, he assigned Uri'ah to the place rich man, and he was unwilling to rake 
where he knew there were valiant men. one of his own flock or herd to prepare 
17And the men of the city came out and for the wayfarer who had come to him, 
fought with Jo'ab; and some of the serv- but he took the poor man's lamb, and 
ants of David among the people fell. prepared it for the man who had come 
Uri'ah the Hittite was slain also. 18 Then to him." s Then David's anger was 
Jo'ab sent and told David all the news greatly kindled against the man; and 
about the fighting; 19 and he instructed he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, 
the messenger, "When you have fin- the man who has done this deserves to 
ished telling all the news about the die; 6 and he shall restore the lamh 
fighting to the king, 20 then, if the king's fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
anger rises, and if he says to you, 'Why because he had no pity." 
did you go so near the city to fight? Did 7 Nathan said to David, "You are thl· 
you not know that they would shoot man. Thus says the LORD, the God nf 
from the wall? 21 Who killed Abim'elech Israel, 'I anointed you king over Israel, 



Birth of Solomon 279 2 SAMUEL 13 
and I delivered you out of the hand of clothes; and he went into the house of 
Saul· s and I gave you your master's the LORD, and worshiped; he then went 
hous~, and your master's wives into to his own house; and when he asked, 
your bosom, and gave you the house of they set food before him, and he ate. 
Israel and of Judah; and if this were too 21 Then his servants said to him, "What 
little, I would add to you as much is this thing that you have done? You 
more. Y Why have you despised the fasted and wept for the child while it 
word of the LORD, to do what is evil in was alive; but when the child died, you 
his sight? You have smitten Uri'ah the arose and ate food." 22 He said, "While 
Hittite with the sword, and have taken the child was still alive, I fasted and 
hi~ wife to be your wife, and have wept; for I said, 'Who knows whether 
slain him with the sword of the Am- the LORD will be gracious to me, that 
monites. IO Now t.herefore the sword the child may live?' 23 But now he is 
shall never depart from your house, be- dead; why should I fast? Can I bring 
cause you have despised me, and have him back again? I shall go to him, but 
raken rhe wife of Uri'ah the Hittite to he will not return to me." 
be your wife.' 11 Thus says the LoRD, 24 Then David comforted his wife, 
'Behold, I will raise up evil against you Bathshe'ba, and went in to her, and lay 
out of your own house; and I will take with her; and she bore a son, and he 
your wives before your eyes, and give called his name Solomon. And the 
them to your neighbor, and he shall lie LORD loved him, 25 and sent a message 
with your wives in the sight of this sun. by Nathan the prophet; so he called his 
12 For you did it secretly; but I will do name Jedidi'ah,b because of the LORD. 
this rhing before all Israel, and before 26 Now Jo'ab fought against Rabbah 
the sun.' " 13 David said to Nathan, of the Ammonites, and took the royal 
"I have sinned against the LORD." And city. 27And Jo'ab sent messengers to 
Nathan said to David, "The LORD also David, and said, "I have fought against 
has put away your sin; you shall not Rabbah; moreover, I have taken the 
die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this city of waters. 28 Now, then, gather the 
deed you have utterly scorned the rest of the people together, and encamp 
LORD," rhe child chat is born to you against the city, and take it; lest I take 
shall die." 15 Then Nathan went to his the city, and it be called by my name." 
house. 29 So David gathered all the people to-

And the LORD struck the child that gether and went to Rabbah, and fought 
Uri'ah's wife bore to David, and it be- against it and took it. 30And he took the 
came sick. 16 David therefore besought crown of their kingr from his head; the 
God for the child; and David fasted, weight of it was a talent of gold, and in 
and went in and lay all night upon the it was a precious stone; and it was 
ground. 17And the elders of his house placed on David's head. And he brought 
stood beside him, to raise him from the forth the spoil of the city, a very great 
ground; but he would not, nor did he amount. 31And he brought forth the 
eat food with them. 18 On the seventh people who were in it, and set them to 
day the child died. And the servants of labor with saws and iron picks and iron 
David feared to tell him that the child axes, and made them toil atd the brick
was dead; for they said, "Behold, while kilns; and thus he did to all the cities of 
the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, the Ammonites. Then David and all the 
and he did not listen to us; how then people returned to Jerusalem. 
can we say to him the child is dead? He 13 Now Ab'salom, David's son, 
may do himself some harm." IY But had a beautiful sister, whose 
when David saw that his servants were name was Tamar; and after a time 
whispering together, David perceived Amnon, David's son, loved her. 2And 
that the child was dead; and David said Amnon was so tormented that he made 
to his servants, "Is the child dead?" himself ill because of his sister Tamar; 
They said, "He is dead." 20 Then for she was a virgin, and it seemed im
David arose from the earth, and washed, possible to Amnon to do anything to 
and anointed himself, and changed his her. 3 But Amnon had a friend, whose 
" Heb the enenrie1 of the LORD h That is bdoved of 1he LORD f' Or Mi/com Sec Zeph 1.5. 
d Cn: Heb pass through 
12.28-31: I Chron 20.1-3. 



2 SAMUEL 13 280 Amnon's abuse of Tamar 
name was Jon'adab, the son of Shim'e- for this wrong in sending me away is 
ah, David's brother; and Jon'adab was greater than the other which you did to 
a very crafty man. 4And he said to him, me."' But he would not listen to her. 
"O son of the king, why are you so 17 He called the young man who served 
haggard morning after morning? Will him and said, "Put this woman out of mv 
you not tell me?" Amnon said to him, presence, and bolt the door after her.;, 
"I love Tamar, my brother Ab'salom's 18 Now she was wearing a long robe 
sister." 5 Jon'adab said to him, "Lie with sleeves; for thus were the virgin 
down on your bed, and pretend to be daughters of the king clad of old.f So his 
ill; and when your father comes to see servant put her out, and bolted the 
you, say to him, 'Let my sister Tamar door after her. 19And Tamar put ashes 
come and give me bread to eat, and on her head, and rent the long robe 
prepare the food in my sight, that I may which she wore; and she laid her hanJ 
see it, and eat it from her hand.' " 6 So on her head, and went away, crying 
Amnon lay down, and pretended to aloud as she went. 
be ill; and when the king came to see 20 And her brother Ab'salom said to 
him, Amnon said to the king, "Pray let her, "Has Amnon your brother been 
my sister Tamar come and make a with you? Now hold your peace, my 
couple of cakes in my sight, that I may sister; he is your brother; do not take 
eat from her hand." this to hean." So Tamar dwelt, a deso-

7 Then David sent home to Tamar, late woman, in her brother Ab'salom's 
saying, "Go to your brother Amnon's house. 21 When King David heard of all 
house, and prepare food for him." 8 So these things, he was very angry. 22 But 
Tamar went to her brother Amnon's Ab'salom spoke to Amnon neither good 
house, where he was lying down. And nor bad; for Ab'salom hated Amnon, 
she took dough, and kneaded it, and because he had forced his sister Tamar. 
made cakes in his sight, and baked the 23 After two full years Ab'salom had 
cakes. 9And she took the pan and emp- sheepshearers at Ba'al-ha'zor, which i' 
tied it out before him, but he refused to near E'phraim, and Ab'salom invited 
eat. And Amnon said, "Send out every all the king's sons. 24And Ab'salom 
one from me.'' So every one went out came to the king, and said, "Behold, 
from him. 10 Then Amnon said to your servant has sheepshearers; pray 
Tamar, "Bring the food into the let the king and his servants go with 
chamber, that I may eat from your your servant." 25 But the king said to 
hand." And Tamar took the cakes she Ab'salom, "No, my son, let us not all 
had made, and brought them into the go, lest we be burdensome to you." He 
chamber to Amnon her brother. 11 But pressed him, but he would not go but 
when she brought them near him to eat, gave him his blessing. 26 Then Ab· -
he took hold of her, and said to her, salom said, "If not, pray let my brother 
"Come, lie with me, my sister." 12 She Amnon go with us." And the king said 
answered him, "No, my brother, do to him, "Why should he go with you?" 
not force me; for such a thing is not 27 But Ab'salom pressed him until he 
done in Israel; do not do this wanton let Amnon and all the king's sons go 
folly. DAs for me, where could I carry with him. 28 Then Ab'salom corn
my shame? And as for you, you would manded his servants, "Mark when 
be as one of the wanton fools in Israel. Amnon's hean is merry with wine, and 
Now therefore, I pray you, speak to the when I say to you, 'Strike Amnon." 
king; for he will not withhold me from then kill him. Fear not; have I not corn
you." 14 But he would not listen to her; manded you? Be courageous and be 
and being stronger than she, he forced valiant." 29 So the servants of Ab -
her, and lay with her. salom did to Amnon as Ab'salom hact 

15 Then Amnon hated her with very commanded. Then all the king's sons 
great hatred; so that the hatred with arose, and each mounted his mule and 
which he hated her was greater than the fled. 
love with which he had loved her. And 30 While they were on the way, 
Amnon said to her, "Arise, be gone." tidings came to David, "Ab'salom ha' 
16 But she said to him, "No, my brother; slain all the king's sons, and not one 
"C!e C'}'11C;~eH~~ ~!d ~er~b1:so, for 1his greal wrorig In sendint mt au1ay ls (worse) than rlu other which you did r" 



Flight of Absalom 281 2 SAMUEL 14 
of chem is left." JI Then the king arose, killed him. 7And now the whole family 
and rent his garments, and lay on the has risen against your handmaid, and 
earth; and all his servants who were they say, 'Give up the man who struck 
standing by rent their garments. 32 But his brother, that we may kill him for the 
Jon'adab the son of Shim'e-ah, David's life of his brother whom he slew'; and so 
hrother, said, "Let not my lord suppose they would destroy the heir also. Thus 
chat they have killed all the young men they would quench my coal which is 
the king's sons, for Amnon alone is left, and leave to my husband neither 
dead, for by the command of Ab'salom name nor remnant upon the face of the 
this has been determined from the day earth." 
hr forced his sister Tamar. 33 Now 8 Then the king said to the woman, 
therefore let not my lord the king so "Go to your house, and I will give 
cake it co heart as to suppose that all the orders concerning you." 9And the 
king's sons are dead; for Amnon alone woman of Teko'a said to the king, "On 
is dead." me be the guilt, my lord the king, and 

34 But Ab'salom fled. And the young on my father's house; let the king and 
man who kept the watch lifted up his his throne be guiltless." 10 The king 
eyes, and looked, and behold, many said, "If any one says anything to you, 
people were coming from the Horona'- bring him to me, and he shall never 
im roadg by the side of the mountain. touch you again." 11 Then she said, 
.15And Jon'adab said to the king, "Be- "Pray let the king invoke the LORD your 
hold, the king's sons have come; as your God, that the avenger of blood slay no 
servant said, so it has come about." more, and my son be not destroyed." 
36And as soon as he had finished speak- He said, "As the LORD lives, not one 
ing, behold, the king's sons came, and hair of your son shall fall to the ground." 
lifted up their voice and wept; and the 12 Then the woman said, "Pray let 
king also and all his servants wept very your handmaid speak a word to my lord 
bitterly. the king." He said, "Speak." BAnd the 

37 But Ab'salom fled, and went to woman said, "Why then have you 
Talmai the son of Ammi'hud, king of planned such a thing against the people 
Geshur. And David mourned for his of God? For in giving this decision the 
son day after day. 3K So Ab'salom fled, king convicts himself, inasmuch as the 
and went to Geshur, and was there three king does not bring his banished one 
years. WAnd the spirith of the king home again. 14 We must all die, we are 
longed to go forth to Ab'salom; for he like water spilt on the ground, which 
was comforted about Amnon, seeing he cannot be gathered up again; but God 
was dead. will not take away the life of him who 

14 Now Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah devisesi means not to keep his banished 
perceived that the king's heart one an outcast. IS Now I have come to 

went out to Ab'salom. 2And Jo' ab sent say this to my lord the king because the 
to Tcko'a, and fetched from there a wise people have made me afraid; and your 
woman, and said to her, "Pretend to be handmaid thought, 'l will speak to the 
a mourner, and put on mourning gar- king; it may be that the king will per
ments; do not anoint yourself with oil, form the request of his servant. 16 For 
but behave like a woman who has been the king will hear, and deliver his serv
mourning many days for the dead; .1 and ant from the hand of the man who 
go to the king, and speak thus to him." would destroy me and my son together 
So Jo'ab put the words in her mouth. from the heritage of God.' 17And your 

1 When the woman of Teko'a came handmaid thought, 'The word of my 
to the king, she fell on her face to the lord the king will sec me at rest'; for my 
ground, and did obeisance, and said, lord the king is like the angel of God to 
"Help, 0 king." 5And the king said to discern good and evil. The LORD your 
her, "What is your trouble?" She an- God be with you!" 
swercd, "Alas, I am a widow; my hus- 18 Then the king answered the 
band is dead. 6And your handmaid had woman, "Do not hide from me any
two sons, and they 4uarreled with one thing I ask you." And the woman said, 
another in the field; there was no one to "Let my lord the king speak." 19 The 
part them, and one struck the other and king said, "Is the hand of Jo'ab with you 
'
1 Cn Compare Gk: Heb the road behind him 11 Gk: Heb David 1 Cn. Heb 1.wd he dev1ws 



2 SAMUEL 14 282 Absalom's conspiracy 
in all this?" The woman answered and Geshur? It would be better for me to be 
said, "As surely as you live, my lord the there still." Now therefore let me go 
king, one cannot turn to the right hand into the presence of the king; and if 
or to the left from anything that my lord there is guilt in me, let him kill me.' " 
the king has said. It was your servant 33 Then Jo'ab went to the king, and told 
Jo'ab who bade me; it was he who put him; and he summoned Ab'salom. So 
all these words in the mouth of your he came to the king, and bowed himself 
handmaid. 20 In order to change the on his face to the ground before the 
course of affairs your servant Jo'ab did king; and the king kissed Ab'salom. 
this. But my lord has wisdom like the 15 After this Ab'salom got himself 
wisdom of the angel of God to know all a chariot and horses, and fiftv 
things that are on the earth." men to run before him. 2And Ab'salom 

21 Then the king said to Jo'ab, "Be- used to rise early and stand beside the 
hold now, I grant this; go, bring back way of the gate; and when any man had 
the young man Ab'salom." 22And Jo'ab a suit to come before the king for judg
fell on his face to the ground, and did ment, Ab'salom would call to him, and 
obeisance, and blessed the king; and say, "From what city are you?" Anci 
Jo'ab said, "Today your servant knows when he said, "Your servant is of such 
that I have found favor in your sight, and such a tribe in Israel," 3Ab'salom 
my lord the king, in that the king has would say to him, "See, your claims arc 
granted the request of his servant." good and right; but there is no man 
23 So Jo'ab arose and went to Geshur, deputed by the king to hear you." ~Ab'
and brought Ab'salom to Jerusalem. salom said moreover, "Oh that I were 
24And the king said, "Let him dwell judge in the land! Then every man with 
apart in his own house; he is not to a suit or cause mighr come to me, and I 
come into my presence.'' So Ab'salom would give him jusrice.'' 5And whenever 
dwelt apart in his own house, and did a man came near to do obeisance to him, 
not come into rhe king's presence. he would put out his hand, and take 

25 Now in all Israel there was no one hold of him, and kiss him. 6 Thus Ab'
so much to be praised for his beauty as salom did to all of Israel who came w 
Ab'salom; from rhe sole of his foot to the king for judgment; so Ab'salom 
the crown of his head there was no stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 
blemish in him. 26And when he cut the 7 And at the end of fourJ vears Ab -
hair of his head (for at the end of every salom said to the king, "Pray· let me gn 
year he used to cut it; when it was heavy and pay my vow, which I have vowed 
on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair to the LORD, in Hebron. 8 For your 
of his head, two hundred shekels by the servant vowed a vow while I dwelt at 
king's weight. 27 There were born to Geshur in Aram, saying, 'If the LoRo 
Ab'salom three sons, and one daughter will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, 
whose name was Tamar; she was a then I will offer worship to the LoRD.' " 
beautiful woman. 9 The king said to him, "Go in peace." 

28 So Ab'salom dwelt two full years So he arose, and went to Hebron 
in Jerusalem, without coming into the 10 But Ab'salom sent secret messenger' 
king's presence. 29 Then Ab'salom sent throughout all the tribes of Israel, say 
for Jo'ab, to send him to the king; but ing, "As soon as you hear the sound ol 
Jo'ab would not come to him. And he the trumpet, then say, 'Ab'salom is king 
sent a second time, but Jo'ab would not at Hebron!' " 11 With Ab'salom went 
come . .IO Then he said to his servants, two hundred men from Jerusalem who 
"See, Jo'ab's field is next to mine, and were invited guests, and they went in 
he has barley there; go and set it on their simplicity, and knew nothing. 
fire.'' So Ab'salom's servants set the 12And while Ab'salom was offering the 
field on fire. 31 Then Jo'ab arose and sacrifices, he sent forA Ahith'ophel the 
went to Ab'salom at his house, and said Gi'lonite, David's counselor, from his 
to him, "Why have your servants set city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew 
my field on fire?" 32Ab'salom answered strong, and the people with Ab'salom 
Jo'ab, "Behold, I sent word to you, kept increasing. 
'Come here, that I may send you to the 13 And a messenger came to David, 
king, to ask, "Why have I come from saying, "The hearts of the men ,,r 
j Gk Syr: Heb forty A: Or se,,t 
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Israel have gone after Ab'salom." the priest, "Look," go back to the city 
14 Then David said to all his servants in peace, you and Abi'athar," with your 
who were with him at Jerusalem, two sons, Ahim'a-az your son, and 
"Arise, and let us flee; or else there will Jonathan the son of Abi'athar. 2B See, I 
be no escape for us from Ab'salom; go will wait at the fords of the wilderness, 
in haste, lest he overtake us quickly, and until word comes from you to inform 
bring down evil upon us, and smite the me." 29 So Zadok and Abi'athar carried 
city with the edge of the sword." 15And the ark of God back to Jerusalem; and 
the king's servants said to the king, they remained there. 
"Behold, your servants are ready to do 30 But David went up the ascent of 
whatever my lord the king decides." the Mount of Olives, weeping as he 
16 So the king went forth, and all his went, barefoot and with his head 
household after him. And the king left covered; and all the people who were 
ten concubines to keep the house. 17 And with him covered their heads, and they 
the king went forth, and all the people went up, weeping as they went. 31And 
after him; and they halted at the last it was told David, "Ahith'ophel is 
house. IBAnd all his servants passed by among the conspirators with Ab' -
him; and all the Cher'ethites, and all salom." And David said, "O LORD, I 
the Pel'ethites, and all che six hundred pray chee, turn the counsel of Ahith'
Gittices who had followed him from ophel into foolishness." 
Gath, passed on before the king. 32 When David came to the summic, 

19 Then the king said to lt'tai the where God was worshiped, behold, 
Ginite, "Why do you also go wich us? Hushai che Archite came to meec him 
Go back, and scay wich the king; for you with his coac rent and earth upon his 
are a foreigner, and also an exile from' head. 33 David said to him, "If you go 
your home. 20 You came only yescerday, on with me, you will be a burden to me. 
and shall I coday make you wander 34 But if you return to the city, and say 
about with us, seeing I go I know not to Ab'salom, 'I will be your servant, 0 
where? Go back, and cake your brethren king; as I have been your father's serv
with you; and may che LORD showm ant in time past, so now I will be your 
steadfast love and faithfulness to you." servant,' then you will defeat for me the 
21 But lt'tai answered the king, "As che counsel of Ahith'ophel. 35Are nor 
LORD lives, and as my lord che king Zadok and Abi'athar the priests with 
lives, wherever my lord the king shall you there? So whatever you hear from 
be, whecher for death or for life, there che king's house, tell it to Zadok and 
also will your servant be." 22And David Abi'athar the priests. 36 Behold, their 
said to lt'tai, "Go then, pass on." So two sons are with them there, Ahim'
lt'tai the Ginite passed on, wich all his a-az, Zadok's son, and Jonathan, Abi'
men and all che little ones who were athar's son; and by them you shall send 
with him. 23And all the country wept to me everything you hear." 37 So 
aloud as all the people passed by, and Hushai, David's friend, came into the 
che king crossed the brook Kidron, and city, jusc as Ab'salom was entering 
all the people passed on toward che Jerusalem. 
wilderness. 16 When David had passed a little 

24 And Abi'athar came up, and lo, beyond the summit, Ziba the 
Zadok came also, with all the Levices, servant of Mephib'osheth mer him, 
bearing the ark of the covenant of God; with a couple of asses saddled, bearing 
and chey set down the ark of God, until cwo hundred loaves of bread, a hundred 
the people had all passed out of the city. bunches of raisins, a hundred of sum-
25 Then the king said to Zadok, "Carry mer fruits, and a skin of wine. 2And the 
the ark of God back into che cicy. If I king said to Ziba, "Why have you 
find favor in che eyes of che LORD, he brought chese?" Ziba answered, "The 
will bring me back and lee me see both asses are for che king's household to 
it and his habitacion; 26 bur if he says, 'I ride on, che bread and summer fruit for 
have no pleasure in you,' behold, here I the young men to ear, and che wine for 
am, let him do to me whac seems good those who faint in the wilderness to 
to him." 27 The king also said to Zadok drink." 3And the king said, "And where 
~' ~~~ :Sf.'"c~T~c~c~"~ A;;a';;,~~ Heb lal:ks may the LORIJ show 'i Gk: Heb Are you a seer or Do you see i 
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is your master's son?" Ziba said to the salom, "Long live the king! Long live 
king,"Behold,heremainsinJerusalem; the king!" 17And Ab'salom said to 
for he said, 'Today the house of Israel Hushai, "Is this your loyalty to your 
will give me back the kingdom of my friend? Why did you not go with your 
father.'" 4 Then the king said to Ziba, friend?" IHAnd Hushai said to Ab'
"Behold, all that belonged to Mephib'- salom, "No; for whom the LORD and 
osheth is now yours." And Ziba said, "I this people and all the men of Israel 
do obeisance; let me ever find favor in have chosen, his I will be, and with him 
your sight, my lord the king." I will remain. 19And again, whom 

5 When King David came to Bahu'- should I serve? Should it nor be his son? 
rim, there came out a man of the family As I have served your father, so I will 
of the house of Saul, whose name was serve you." 
Shim'e-i, the son of Gera; and as he 20 Then Ab'salom said to Ahith'
came he cursed continually. 6And he ophel, "Give your counsel; what shall 
threw stones at David, and at all the we do?" 21Ahith'ophel said to Ab'salom, 
servants of King David; and all the "Go in to your father's concubines, 
people and all the mighty men were on whom he has left to keep the house; and 
his right hand and on his left. 7And all Israel will hear that you have made 
Shim'e-i said as he cursed, "Begone, yourself odious to your father, and the 
begone, you man of blood, you worth- hands of all who are with you will be 
less fellow! H The LORD has avenged strengthened." 22 So they pitched a tent 
upon you all the blood of the house of for Ab'salom upon the roof; and Ab'
Saul, in whose place you have reigned; salom went in to his father's concubines 
and the LORD has given the kingdom in the sight of all Israel. 23 Now in those 
into the hand of your son Ab'salom. days the counsel which Ahith'ophel 
See, your ruin is on you; for you are a gave was as if one consulted the oracle' 
man of blood." of God; so was all the counsel of Ahi th' -

9 Then Abi'shai the son of Zeru'iah ophel esteemed, both by David and by 
said to the king, "Why should this dead Ab'salom. 
dog curse my lord the king? Let me go 17 Moreover Ahith'ophel said to 
over and take off his head." 10 But the Ab'salom, "Let me choose twelve 
king said, "What have I to do with you, thousand men, and I will set out and 
you sons of Zeru'iah? If he is cursing pursue David tonight. 2 I will come 
because the LORD has said to him, upon him while he is weary and dis
'Curse David,' who then shall say, couraged, and throw him into a panic; 
'Why have you done so?'" llAnd David and all the people who are with him will 
said to Abi'shai and to all his servants, flee. I will strike down the king only, 
"Behold, my own son seeks my life; 3 and I will bring all the people back to 
how much more now may this Ben- you as a bride comes home to her hus
jaminite ! Let him alone, and let him band. You seek the life of only one 
curse; for the LORD has bidden him. man," and all the people will be at 
12 It may be that the LORD will look peace." 4And the advice pleased Ab'
upon my affiiction,v and that the LORD salom and all the elders of Israel. 
will repay me with good for this cursing 5 Then Ab'salom said, "Call Hushai 
of me today." 13 So David and his men the Archite also, and let us hear what he 
went on the road, while Shim'e-i went has to say." 6And when Hushai came 
along on the hillside opposite him and to Ab'salom, Ab'salom said to him, 
cursed as he went, and threw stones at "Thus has Ahith'ophel spoken; shall 
him and flung dust. 14And the king, and we do as he advises? If not, you speak." 
all the people who were with him, ar- 7 Then Hushai said to Ab'salom, "This 
rived weary at the Jordan;'' and there time the counsel which Ahith'ophel has 
he refreshed himself. given is not good." H Hushai said 

15 Now Ab'salom and all the people, moreover, "You know that your father 
the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and his men are mighty men, and that 
and Ahith'ophel with him. •0And when they are enraged, like a bear robbed or 
Hushai the Archite, David's friend, her cubs in the field. Besides, your 
came to Ab'salom, Hushai said to Ab' - father is expert in war; he will not spend 
11 Gk Vg: Heb i11iqu11y q Gk: Heb lacks at 1he Jordan 1 Heb word 
·'Gk: Heb hkc the rewrn of the whofr ps) the mat1 whom you seek 
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rhe nighr wirh rhe people. 9 Behold, and Jonathan?" And the woman said to 
even now he has hidden himself in one rhem, "They have gone over rhe 
of rhe pits, or in some ocher place. And brook" of water." And when rhey had 
when some of rhe people fall 1 at the soughr and could nor find rhem, they 
firsr arrack, whoever hears ir will say, returned to Jerusalem. 
'There has been a slaughrer among the 21 Afrer they had gone, rhe men came 
people who follow Ab'salom.' 10 Then up our of the well, and wenr and told 
even rhe valianr man, whose hean is King David. They said ro David, 
like rhe hean of a lion, will utrerly melr "Arise, and go quickly over rhe warer; 
wirh fear; for all Israel knows chat your for rhus and so has Ahirh'ophel coun
farher is a mighry man, and chat chose seled against you." 22 Then David 
who are with him are valiant men. arose, and all rhe people who were wirh 
11 Bur my counsel is that all Israel be him, and they crossed rhe Jordan; by 
garhered ro you, from Dan ro Beer- daybreak not one was lefr who had nor 
sheba, as rhe sand by the sea for mulri- crossed rhe Jordan. 
rude, and char you go ro batrle in per- 23 When Ahith'ophel saw thar his 
son. 12 So we shall come upon him in counsel was not followed, he saddled 
some place where he is ro be found, and his ass, and went off home ro his own 
we shall lighr upon him as the dew falls city. And he set his house in order, and 
on rhe ground; and of him and all the hanged himself; and he died, and was 
men wirh him not one will be left. 13 If buried in the tomb of his farher. 
he withdraws inro a ciry, then all Israel 24 Then David came to Mahana'im. 
will bring ropes to thar ciry, and we shall And Ab'salom crossed rhe Jordan with 
drag ir into rhe valley, until not even a all rhe men of Israel. 25 Now Ab'salom 
pebble is ro be found rhere." 14And had set Ama'sa over the army insread 
Ab'salom and all the men of Israel of Jo'ab. Ama'sa was the son of a man 
said, "The counsel of Hushai the named Ithra the Ish'maelite, ,. who had 
Archite is betrer than the counsel of married Ab'igal rhe daughter of Na
Ahith'ophel." For the LORD had or- hash, sister of Zeru'iah, Jo'ab's mother. 
dained ro defear rhe good counsel of 26And Israel and Ab'salom encamped in 
Ahith'ophel, so char the LoRD might the land of Gilead. 
bring evil upon Ab'salom. 27 When David came to Mahana'im, 

15 Then Hushai said to Zadok and Shobi rhe son of Nahash from Rabbah 
Abi'athar the priesrs, "Thus and so of the Ammonires, and Machir the 
did Ahith'ophel counsel Ab'salom and son of Am'miel from Lo-debar, and 
the elders of Israel; and thus and so Barzil'lai the Gileadite from Ro'gelim, 
have I counseled. 16 Now therefore send 2~ brought beds, basins, and earthen 
quickly and rell David, 'Do not lodge vessels, wheat, barley, meal, parched 
tonight at the fords of the wilderness, grain, beans and lenrils,w 29 honey and 
bur by all means pass over; lest the king curds and sheep and cheese from the 
and all rhe people who are with him be herd, for David and the people wirh 
swallowed up.' " 17 Now Jonarhan and him to eat; for they said, "The people 
Ahim'a-az were wairing at En-ro'gel; a are hungry and weary and thirsty in the 
maidservant used to go and cell them, wilderness." 
and they would go and rell King David; 18 Then David musrered rhe men 
for rhey must not be seen entering rhe who were with him, and ser 
city. IH But a lad saw them, and told over them commanders of rhousands 
Ab'salom; so borh of them wenr away and commanders of hundreds. 2And 
quickly, and came to the house ofa man David senr forth the army, one third 
ar Bahu'rim, who had a well in his under the command of Jo'ab, one third 
courtyard; and rhey wenr down into it. under the command of Abi'shai rhe son 19And the woman rook and spread a of Zeru'ith, Jo'ab's brorher, and one 
covering over the well's mouth, and third under the command of h'rai rhe 
scattered grain upon it; and nothing Gittite. And the king said to rhe men, 
was known of ir. 20 When Ab'salom's "I myself will also go out wirh you." 
servanrs came to rhe woman at the .1 Bur the men said, "You shall not go 
house, rhey said, "Where are Ahim'a-az out. For if we flee, they will not care 
1 

Or wlw1 h,, j1Jl!J upo11 them " The mcunin1t: of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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abouc us. If half of us die, chey will nor 16 Then Jo'ab blew che crumpet, and 
care about us. Bue you are worth cen che troops came back from pursuing 
thousand of us ;z therefore it is better Israel; for Jo' ab restrained them. 11 And 
chat you send us help from the city." they took Ab'salom, and threw him into 
4 The king said to them, "Whatever a great pit in che forest, and raised over 
seems best to you I will do." So the king him a very great heap of stones; and all 
stood at che side of che gate, while all Israel fled every one to his own home. 
che army marched our by hundreds and 18 Now Ab'salom in his lifetime had 
by thousands. SAnd che king ordered taken and sec up for himself che pillar 
Jo'ab and Abi'shai and Ic'cai, "Deal which is in che King's Valley, for he 
gently for my sake with che young man said, "I have no son to keep my name in 
Ab'salom." And all the people heard remembrance"; he called che pillar 
when che king gave orders to all the after his own name, and ic is called Ab'-
commanders about Ab'salom. salom's monument to chis day. 

6 So the army went our into the field 19 Then said Ahim'a-az the son of 
against Israel; and the battle was fought Zadok, "Lee me run, and carry ridings 
in che foresc of E'phraim. 7And the men co the king thac the LORD has delivered 
of Israel were defeated there by the him from che power of his enemies." 
servants of David, and the slaughter 20And Jo'ab said to him, "You are not 
there was great on chat day, twenty to carry tidings today; you may carry 
thousand men. B The battle spread over tidings another day, bur today you shall 
che face of all the country; and the forest carry no ridings, because the king's son 
devoured more people that day chan the is dead." 21 Then Jo'ab said to the 
sword. Cushite, "Go, tell the king whac you 

9 And Ab'salom chanced to meet the have seen." The Cushice bowed before 
servants of David. Ab'salom was riding Jo'ab, and ran. 22 Then Ahim'a-az che 
upon his mule, and che mule went under son of Zadok said again to Jo'ab, 
che chick branches of a great oak, and "Come whac may, let me also run after 
his head caught fasc in the oak, and he che Cushite." And Jo'ab said, "Why 
was lefc hangingY between heaven and will you run, my son, seeing thac you 
earth, while che mule char was under will have no reward for che ridings?" 
him went on. IOAnd a certain man saw 23 "Come whac may," he said, "I will 
ic, and cold Jo'ab, "Behold, I saw Ab'- run." So he said to him, "Run." Then 
salom hanging in an oak." 11 Jo'ab said Ahim'a-az ran by che way of che plain, 
co che man who cold him, "Whac, you~oucran the Cushice. 
saw him! Why chen did you nor strike Now David was sitting between 
him there co che ground? I would have the cwo gates; and che watchman went 
been glad co give you cen pieces of ~ilver up to che roof of the gace ~Y che wall, 
and a girdle." 12 Bue che man said co ·and when he hfced up his eyes and 
Jo'ab, "Even if I felc in my hand che looked, he saw a man running alone. 
weight of a thousand pieces of silver, I 25And che watchman called our and cold 
would nor puc forth my hand against che che king. And che king said, "If he is 
king's son; for in our hearing che king alone, chere are ridings in his mouch." 
commanded you and Abi'shai and Ic'cai, And he came apace, and drew near. 
'For my sake procecc the young man 26And the watchman saw another man 
Ab'salom.' 13 On the ocher hand, if I running; and che watchman called co 
had dealt treacherously against his life z the gate and said, "See, another man 
(and there is nothing hidden from the running alone!" The king said, "He 
king), chen you yourself would have also brings ridings." 21 And che watch
stood aloof." 14 Jo'ab said, "I will nor man said, "I think the running of che 
waste rime like this with you." And he foremost is like che running of Ahim · -
took three darts in his hand, and thrust a-az che son of Zadok." And the king 
them into che heart of Ab'salom, while said, "He is a good man, and comes wich 
he was scill alive in the oak. ISAnd ten good tidings." 
young men, Jo'ab's armor-bearers, sur- 28 Then Ahim'a-az cried out co chc 
rounded Ab'salom and struck him, and king, "All is well." And he bowed be
killed him. fore the king with his face to che earth, 
1 Gk Vg Symmachus: Heb for now there are 1en thousand such a ... we 11 Gk Syr Tg: Heb WtJs p111 
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and said, "Blessed be the LORD your the evil that has come upon you from 
God, who has delivered up the men your youth until now." B Then the king 
who raised their hand against my lord arose, and took his seat in the gate. And 
the king." 29And the king said, "Is it the people were all told, "Behold, the 
well with the young man Ab'salom?" king is sitting in the gate"; and all the 
Ahim'a-az answered, "When Jo'ab sent people came before the king. 
your servant,'' I saw a great tumult, but Now Israel had fled every man to his 
I do not know what it was." 30And the own home. 9And all the people were at 
king said, "Tum aside, and stand here." strife throughout all the tribes of Israel, 
So he turned aside, and stood still. saying, "The king delivered us from the 

31 And behold, the Cushite came; hand of our enemies, and saved us from 
and the Cushite said, "Good tidings for the hand of the Philistines; and now he 
my lord the king! For the LORD has has fled out of the land from Ab'salom. 
delivered you this day from the power of lU But Ab'salom, whom we anointed 
all who rose up against you." 32 The over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore 
king said to the Cushite, "Is it well with why do you say nothing about bringing 
the young man Ab'salom?" And the the king back?" 
Cushite answered, "May the enemies of 11 And King David sent this message 
my lord the king, and all who rise up to Zadok and Abi'athar the priests, 
against you for evil, be like that young "Say to the elders of Judah, 'Why 
man." 33''And the king was deeply should you be the last to bring the king 
moved, and went up to the chamber back to his house, when the word of all 
over the gate, and wept; and as he went, Israel has come to the king?" 12 You 
he said, "O my son Ab'salom, my son, are my kinsmen, you are my bone and 
my son Ab'salom ! Would I had died my flesh; why then should you be the 
instead of you, 0 Ab'salom, my son, last to bring back the king?' DAnd say 
my son!" _____ _ __to Ama'sa, 'Are you not my bone and 

19 It was told Jo'ab, "Behold, the my flesh? God do so to me, and more 
king is weeping and mourning for also, if you are not commander of my 

Ab'salom." 2 So the victory that day was army hencefonh in place of Jo'ab.'" 
turned into mourning for all the people; l4And he swayed the hean of all the men 
for the people heard that day, "The of Judah as one man; so that they sent 
king is grieving for his son." 3And the word to the king, "Return, both you 
people stole into the city that day as and all your servants." IS So the king 
people steal in who are ashamed when came back to the Jordan; and Judah 
they flee in battle. 4 The king covered came to Gilgal to meet the king and to 
his face, and the king cried with a loud bring the king over the Jordan. 
voice, "O my son Ab'salom, 0 Ab'- 16 And Shim'e-i the son of Gera, the 
salom, my son, my son!" s Then Jo'ab Benjaminite, from Bahu'rim, made 
came into the house to the king, and haste to come down with the men of 
said, "You have today covered with Judah to meet King David; 17 and with 
shame the faces of all your servants, him were a thousand men from Ben
who have this day saved your life, and jamin. And Ziba the servant of the 
the lives of your sons and your daugh- house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and 
ters, and the lives of your wives and his twenty servants, rushed down to the 
your concubines, 6 because you love Jordan before the king, 18 and they 
those who hate you and hate those who crossed the ford• to bring over the 
love you. For you have made it clear to- king's household, and to do his pleasure. 
day that commanders and servants are And Shim'e-i the son of Gera fell down 
nothing to you; for today I perceive before the king, as he was about to 
that if Ab'salom were alive and all of us cross the Jordan, 19 and said to the 
were dead today, then you would be king, "Let not my lord hold me guilty 
pleased. 7 Now therefore arise, go out or remember how your servant did 
and speak kindly to your servants; for I wrong on the day my lord the king left 
swear by the LORD, if you do not go, Jerusalem; let not the king bear it in 
not a man will stay with you this night; mind. 20 For your servant knows that I 
and this will be worse for you than all have sinned; therefore, behold, I have 
b Heb 1he king's servant, your servatll r. Ch 19. l in Heb ct Gk: Heb ro rhe king, to his house 
" Cn: Heb rhe ford crossed 
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come this day, the first of all the house Jerusalem? 35 I am this day eighty years 
of Joseph to come down to meet my old; can I discern what is pleasant and 
lord the king." 21Abi'shai the son of what is not? Can your servant taste what 
Zeru'iah answered, "Shall not Shim'e-i he eats or what he drinks? Can I still 
be put to death for this, because he listen to the voice of singing men and 
cursed the LoRD's anointed?" 22 But singing women? Why then should your 
David said, "What have I to do with servant be an added burden to my lord 
you, you sons of Zeru'iah, that you the king? 36 Your servant will go a little 
should this day be as an adversary to way over the Jordan with the king. Why 
me? Shall any one be put to death in should the king recompense me with 
Israel this day? For do I not know that such a reward? 37 Pray let your servant 
I am this day king over Israel?" 23And return, that I may die in my own city, 
the king said to Shim'e-i, "You shall near the grave of my father and my 
not die." And the king gave him his mother. But here is your servant Chim
oath. ham; let him go over with my lord the 

24 And Mephib'osheth the son of king; and do for him whatever seems 
Saul came down to meet the king; he good to you." 3BAnd the king answered, 
had neither dressed his feet, nor "Chimham shall go over with me, and I 
trimmed his beard, nor washed his will do for him whatever seems good to 
clothes, from the day the king departed you; and all that you desire of me I will 
until the day he came back in safety. do for you." 39 Then all the people went 
25And when he came from! Jerusalem over the Jordan, and the king went 
to meet the king, the king said to him, over; and the king kissed Barzil'lai and 
"Why did you not go with me, Mephib' - blessed him, and he returned to his own 
osheth?" 26 He answered, "My lord, 0 home. 40 The king went on to Gilgal, 
king, my servant deceived me; for your and Chimham went on with him; all the 
servant said to him, 'Saddle an ass for people of Judah, and also half the people 
me,• that I may ride upon it and go of Israel, brought the king on his way. 
with the king.' For your servant is 41 Then all the men of Israel came 
lame. 27 He has slandered your servant to the king, and said to the king, "Why 
to my lord the king. But my lord the have our brethren the men of Judah 
king is like the angel of God; do there- stolen you away, and brought the king 
fore what seems good to you. 28 For all and his household over the Jordan, and 
my father's house were but men all David's men with him?" 42All the 
doomed to death before my lord the men of Judah answered the men of 
king; but you set your servant among Israel, "Because the king is near of kin 
those who eat at your table. What fur- to us. Why then are you angry over this 
ther right have I, then, to cry to the matter? Have we eaten at all at the 
king?" 29And the king said to him, king's expense? Or has he given us any 
"Why speak any more of your affairs? I gift?" 43And the men of Israel answered 
have decided: you and Ziba shall divide the men of Judah, "We have ten shares 
the land." 30And Mephib'osheth said in the king, and in David also we have 
to the king, "Oh, let him take it all, more than you. Why then did you 
since my lord the king has come safely despise us? Were we not the first to 
home.'' speak of bringing back our king?" But 

31 Now Barzil'lai the Gileadite had the words of the men of Judah were 
come down from Ro'gelim; and he fiercer than the words of the men of 
went on with the king to the Jordan, to Israel. 
escort him over the Jordan. 32 Barzil'lai 20 Now there happened to be there 
was a very aged man, eighty years old; a worthless fellow, whose name 
and he had provided the king with food was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Ben
while he stayed at Mahana'im; for he jaminite; and he blew the trumpet, and 
was a very wealthy man. 33And the king said, 
said to Barzil'lai, "Come over with me, "We have no portion in David, 
and I will provide for you with me in and we have no inheritance in th<· 
Jerusalem.'' 34 But Barzil 'lai said to the son of Jesse; 
king, "How many years have I still to every man to his tents, 0 Israel!" 
live, that I should go up with the king to 2 So all the men of Israel withdrew 
f Heb to Y Gk Syr Vg: Heb said, I w,-11 saddle 1m ass for mysdf 



Joab kills Amasa 289 2 SAMUEL 21 
from David, and followed Sheba the highway, all the people went on af
son of Bichri; but the men of Judah ter Jo'ab to pursue Sheba the son of 
followed their king steadfastly from the Bichri. 
Jordan to Jerusalem. 14 And Sheba passed through all the 

3 And David came to his house at tribes of Israel to Abel of Beth-ma' -
Jerusalem; and the king took the ten acah ;"" and all the Bichrites1 assembled, 
concubines whom he had left to care and followed him in. ISAnd all the men 
for the house, and put them in a house who were with Jo'ab came and besieged 
under guard, and provided for them, him in Abel of Beth-ma'acah; they cast 
but did not go in to them. So they were up a mound against the city, and it stood 
shut up until the day of their death, against the rampart; and they were 
living as if in widowhood. battering the wall, to throw it down. 

4 Then the king said to Ama'sa, lb Then a wise woman called from the 
"Call the men of Judah together to me city, "Hear! Hear! Tell Jo'ab, 'Come 
within three days, and be here your- here, that I may speak to you.' " 17 And 
self." s So Ama'sa went to summon he came near her; and the woman said, 
Judah; but he delayed beyond the set "Are you Jo'ab?" He answered, "I am." 
time which had been appointed him. Then she said to him, "Listen to the 
"And David said to Abi'shai, "Now words of your maidservant." And he an
Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more swered, "I am listening." 18 Then she 
harm than Ab'salom; take your lord's said, "They were wont to say in old 
servants and pursue him, lest he get time, 'Let them but ask counsel at 
himself fortified cities, and cause us Abel'; and so they settled a matter. 19 I 
trouble."" 7 And there went out after am one of those who are peaceable and 
Abi'shai, Jo'ab' and the Cher'ethites faithful in Israel; you seek to destroy a 
and the Pel'ethites, and all the mighty city which is a mother in Israel; why 
men; they went out from Jerusalem to will you swallow up the heritage of the 
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 8 When LORD?" 20 Jo'ab answered, "Far be it 
they were at the great stone which is in from me, far be it, that I should swallow 
Gibeon, Ama'sa came to meet them. up or destroy! 21 That is not true. But a 
Now Jo'ab was wearing a soldier's man of the hill country of E'phraim, 
garment, and over it was a girdle with called Sheba the son of Bichri, has 
a sword in its sheath fastened upon his lifted up his hand against King David; 
loins, and as he went forward it fell give up him alone, and I will withdraw 
out. 9And Jo'ab said to Ama'sa, "Is it from the city." And the woman said to 
well with you, my brother?" And Jo' ab Jo' ab, "Behold, his head shall be thrown 
took Ama'sa by the beard with his right to you over the wall." 22 Then the 
hand to kiss him. 10 But Ama'sa did not woman went to all the people in her 
observe the sword which was in Jo'ab's wisdom. And they cut off the head of 
hand; so Jo' ab struck him with it in the Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it 
body, and shed his bowels to the out to Jo'ab. So he blew the trumpet, 
ground, without striking a second blow; and they dispersed from the city, every 
and he died. man to his home. And Jo'ab returned to 

Then Jo'ab and Abi'shai his brother Jerusalem to the king. 
pursued Sheba the son of Bichri. I I And 23 Now Jo'ab was in command of all 
one of Jo'ab's men took his stand by the army of Israel; and Benai'ah the son 
Ama'sa, and said, "Whoever favors of Jehoi'ada was in command of the 
Jo'ab, and whoever is for David, let Cher'ethites and the Pel'ethites; 24 and 
him follow Jo'ab." 12And Ama'sa lay Ado'ram was in charge of the forced 
wallowing in his blood in the high- labor; and Jehosh'aphat the son of Ahi'
way. And any one who came by, seeing Jud was the recorder; 25 and Sheva was 
him, stopped ;J and when the man saw secretary; and Zadok and Abi'athar 
that all the people stopped, he carried were priests; 26 and Ira the Ja'irite was 
Ama'sa out of the highway into the also David's priest. 
field, and threw a garment over him. 21 Now there was a famine in the 
I.\ When he was taken out of the days of David for three years, 
1~ --~·g_: Heh m~tch away or1r eyes ; Cn Compare Gk: Heb after him Joab's men 
1 I his dausc 1s lnmsposed from the end of the verse -J. With 20.15: Heb a'1d Be1h-maacah I Heb Ber-ites 
20.23-26: 2 Som 8.15-IR; I Chron IR.14-17. 



2 SAMUEL 21 290 Burial of Saul and Jonathan 
year after year; and David sought the went and took the bones of Saul and the 
face of the LORD. And the LORD said, bones of his son Jonathan from the men 
"There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his of Ja'besh-gil'ead, who had stolen them 
house, because he put the Gib'eonites from the public square of Beth-shan, 
to death." 2 So the king called the where the Philistines had hanged them, 
Gib'eonites.m Now the Gib'eonites on the day the Philistines killed Saul on 
were not of the people of Israel, but of Gilbo'a; 13 and he brought up from 
the remnant of the Amorites; although there the bones of Saul and the bones of 
the people of Israel had sworn to spare his son Jonathan; and they gathered the 
them, Saul had sought to slay them in bones of those who were hanged. t4And 
his zeal for the people of Israel and they buried the bones of Saul and his 
Judah. 3And David said to the Gib'- son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin in 
eonites, "What shall I do for you? And Zela, in the tomb of Kish his father; and 
how shall I make expiation, that you they did all that the king commanded. 
may bless the heritage of the LORD?" And after that God heeded supplica-
4 The Gib'eonites said to him, "It is tions for the land. 
not a matter of silver or gold between 15 The Philistines had war again 
us and Saul or his house; neither is it for with Israel, and David went down to
us to put any man to death in Israel." gether with his servants, and they 
And he said, "What do you say that I fought against the Philistines; and 
shall do for you?" s They said to the David grew weary. 16And Ishbi-be'
king, "The man who consumed us and nob, one of the descendants of the 
planned to destroy us, so that we should giants, whose spear weighed three hun
have no place in all the territory of dred shekels of bronze, and who was 
Israel, 6 let seven of his sons be given girded with a new sword, thought to 
to us, so that we may hang them up kill David. 17 But Abi'shai the son of 
before the LORD at Gibeon on the Zeru'iah came to his aid, and attacked 
mountain of the LoRD." 11 And the king the Philistine and killed him. Then 
said, "I will give them." David's men adjured him, "You shall 

7 But the king spared Mephib'osheth, no more go out with us to battle, lest 
the son of Saul's son Jonathan, because you quench the lamp of Israel." 
of the oath of the LORD which was be- 18 After this there was again war with 
tween them, between David and Jona- the Philistines at Gob; then Sib'becai 
than the son of Saul. H The king took the the Hu'shathite slew Saph, who was one 
two sons of Rizpah the daughter of of the descendants of the giants. 19And 
Ai'ah, whom she bore to Saul, Armo'ni there was again war with the Philistine~ 
and Mephib'osheth; and the five sons at Gob; and Elha'nan the son of Ja'
of Merab 0 the daughter of Saul, whom areor'egim, the Bethlehemite, slew 
she bore to A'dri-el the son of Barzil'lai Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose 
the Meho'lathite; 9 and he gave them spear was like a weaver's beam. 20And 
into the hands of the Gib'eonites, and there was again war at Gath, where 
they hanged them on the mountain be- there was a man of great stature, who 
fore the LORD, and the seven of them had six fingers on each hand, and six 
perished together. They were put to toes on each foot, twenty-four in num
death in the first days of harvest, at the ber; and he also was descended from the 
beginning of barley harvest. giants. 21And when he taunted Israel, 

10 Then Rizpah the daughter of Jonathan the son of Shim'e-i, David's 
Ai'ah took sackcloth, and spread it for brother, slew him. 22 These four were 
herself on the rock, from the beginning descended from the giants in Gath; and 
of harvest until rain fell upon them they fell by the hand of David and by 
from the heavens; and she did not allow the hand of his servants. 
the birds of the air to come upon them 22 And David spoke to the LORD 
by day, or the beasts of the field by the words of this song on the 
night. 11 When David was told what day when the LORD delivered him from 
Rizpah the daughter of Ai'ah, the con- the hand of all his enemies, and from 
cubine of Saul, had done, 12 David the hand of Saul. 2 He said, 



David's song of deliverance 291 2 SAMUEL 22 
at the blast of the breath of his 

nostrils. 
"The LoRD is my rock, and my for

tress, and my deliverer, 
.I myP God, my rock, in whom I take 

refuge, 
my shield and the horn of my salva

tion, 
my stronghold and my refuge, 
my savior; thou savest me from 

violence. 
4 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy 

to be praised, 
and I am saved from my enemies. 

s "For the waves of death encom
passed me, 

the torrents of perdition assailed 
me; 

6 the cords of Sheol entangled me, 
the snares of death confronted me. 

7 "In my distress I called upon the 
LORD; 

to my God I called. 
From his temple he heard my voice, 

and my cry came to his ears. 

B "Then the earth reeled and rocked; 
the foundations of the heavens 

trembled 
and quaked, because he was 

angry. 
9 Smoke went up from his nostrils, 

and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from 

him. 
10 He bowed the heavens, and came 

down; 
thick darkness was under his feet. 

11 He rode on a cherub, and flew; 
he was seen upon the wings of the 

wind. 
12 He made darkness around him 

his canopy, thick clouds, a gather
ing of water. 

13 Out of the brightness before him 
coals of fire flamed forth. 

14 The LORD thundered from heaven, 
and the Most High uttered his 

vmce. 
ISAnd he sent out arrows, and 

tered them; 
lightning, and routed them. 

16 Then the channels of the sea 
seen, 

scat-

were 

the foundations of the world were 
laid bare, 

at the rebuke of the LORD, 
JJ Gk Ps 18.2: Heb lacks my 
22.2-il: Ps 18.2-50. 

11 "He reached from on high, he took 
me, 

he drew me out of many waters. 
18 He delivered me from my strong 

enemy, 
from those who hated me ; 
for they were too mighty for me. 

19 They came upon me in the day of my 
calamity; 

but the LORD was my stay. 
20 He brought me forth into a broad 

place; 
he delivered me, because he de

lighted in me. 

21 "The LORD rewarded me according 
to my righteousness; 

according to the cleanness of my 
hands he recompensed me. 

22 For I have kept the ways of the 
LORD, 

and have not wickedly departed 
from my God. 

23 For all his ordinances were before 
me, 

and from his statutes I did not 
turn aside. 

24 I was blameless before him, 
and I kept myself from guilt. 

25 Therefore the LORD has recompensed 
me according to my righteous
ness, 

according to my cleanness in his 
sight. 

26 "With the loyal thou dost show 
thyself loyal; 

with the blameless man thou dost 
show thyself blameless; 

27 with the pure thou dost show thyself 
pure, 

and with the crooked thou dost 
show thyself perverse. 

28 Thou dost deliver a humble people, 
but thy eyes are upon the haughty 

to bring them down. 
29 Yea, thou art my lamp, 0 LORD, 

and my God lightens my darkness. 
JO Yea, by thee I can crush a troop, 

and by my God I can leap over a 
wall. 

JI This God-his way is perfect; 
the promise of the LORD proves 

true; 



2 SAMUEL 22 292 David's song of deliverance 
and came trembling"' out of their 

fastnesses. 
he is a shield for all those who take 

refuge in him. 

32 "For who is God, but the LORD? 
And who is a rock, except our 

God? 
33 This God is my strong refuge, 

and has made• my·' way safe . 
. 14 He made my' feet like hinds' 

feet, 
and set me secure on the heights . 

. 15 He trains my hands for war, 
so that my arms can bend a bow of 

bronze. 
3o Thou hast given me the shield of thy 

salvation, 
and thy help' made me great. 

37 Thou didst give a wide place for my 
steps under me, 

and my feet" did not slip; 
38 I pursued my enemies and destroyed 

them, 
and did not turn back until they 

were consumed. 
39 I consumed them; I thrust them 

through, so that they did not 
rise; 

they fell under my feet. 
40 For thou didst gird me with strength 

for the battle; 
thou didst make my assailants sink 

under me. 
41 Thou didst make my enemies turn 

their backs to me, 
those who hated me, and I de

stroyed them. 
42 They looked, but there was none to 

save; 
they cried to the LORD, but he did 

not answer them. 
43 I beat them fine as the dust of the 

earth, 
I crushed them and stamped them 

down like the mire of the streets. 

44 "Thou didst deliver me from strife 
with the peoples;,. 

thou didst keep me as the head of 
the nations ; 

people whom I had not known 
served me. 

45 Foreigners came cringing to me; 
as soon as they heard of me, they 

obeyed me. 
46 Foreigners lost heart, 

47 "The LORD lives; and blessed be my 
rock, 

and exalted be my God, the rock 
of my salvation, 

4X the God who gave me vengeance 
and brought down peoples under 

me, 
49 who brought me out from my ene

mies; 
thou didst exalt me above my ad

versaries, 
thou didst deliver me from men 

of violence. 

so "For this I will extol thee, 0 LORD, 
among the nations, 

and sing praises to thy name. 
51 Great triumphs he gives·' to his king, 

and shows steadfast love to his 
anointed, 

to David, and his descendants for 
ever.'' 

23 Now these are the last words of 
David: 

The oracle of David, the son of 
Jesse, 

the oracle of the man who was 
raised on high, 

the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
the sweet psalmist of Israel:'' 

2 "The Spirit of the LORD speaks by 
me, 

his word is upon my tongue. 
-1 The God of Israel has spoken, 

the Rock of Israel has said to me : 
When one rules justly over men, 

ruling in the fear of God, 
4 he dawns on them like the morning 

light, 
like the sun shining forth upon a 

cloudless morning, 
like rain' that makes grass to 

sprout from the earth. 
5 Yea, does not my house stand so with 

God? 
For he has made with me an ever

lasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and secure. 

For will he not cause to prosper 
all my help and my desire) 

' Ps 18 12 Heb ur /rt'l' ~ Anothcr reading 1s his 1 Or go1t/o!,ll'H 11 Heb 1mklL'S 
' Gk Heb from srrift! wuh my pl'Opft> '' Ps 18 45 Hcb g1rdl·d rlwmdi·,;s 
r Anorher reading is He rs a rower of (Q/Valw,, '' Or tht' favoritt! of tht• sm1gs of lsrad :: Heb /rM" r(Jm 
22.50: Rom 15.9. 



David's mighty men 293 2 SAMUEL 23 
6 But godless men" are all like thorns drink the blood of the men who went 

that are thrown away; at the risk of their lives?" Therefore he 
for they cannot be taken with the would not drink it. These things did the 

hand; three mighty men. 
7 but the man who touches them 18 Now Abi'shai, the brother of Jo'-

arms himself with iron and the ab, the son of Zeru'iah, was chief of the 
shaft of a spear, thirty.' And he wielded his spear against 

and they are utterly consumed three hundred men and slew them, and 
with fire."b won a name beside the three. 19 He was 

8 These are the names of the mighty the most renowned of the thirty/ and 
men whom David had: Josheb-basshe' - became their commander; but he did 
beth a Tah-che'monite; he was chief of not attain to the three. 
the thrce;r he wielded his spear" 20 And Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada 
against eight hundred whom he slew at was a valiant manY of Kabzeel, a doer 
one time. of great deeds; he smote two arie)sh of 

9 And next to him among the three Moab. He also went down and slew a 
mighty men was Elea'zar the son of lion in a pit on a day when snow had 
Dodo, son of Aho'hi. He was with fallen. 21And he slew an Egyptian, a 
David when they defied the Philistines handsome man. The Egyptian had a 
who were gathered there for battle, and spear in his hand; but Benai'ah went 
the men of Israel withdrew. 10 He rose down to him with a staff, and snatched 
and struck down the Philistines until his the spear out of the Egyptian's hand, 
hand was weary, and his hand cleaved and slew him with his own spear. 
to the sword; and the LORD wrought a 22 These things did Benai'ah the son of 
great victory that day; and the men re- Jehoi'ada, and won a name beside the 
turned after him only to strip the three mighty men. 23 He was renowned 
slain. among the thirty, but he did not attain 

11 And next to him was Shammah, to the three. And David set him over his 
the son of Agee the Har'arite. The bodyguard. 
Philistines gathered together at Lehi, 24 As'ahel the brother of Jo'ab was 
where there was a plot of ground full of one of the thirty; Elha'nan the son of 
lentils; and the men fled from the Dodo of Bethlehem, 25 Shammah of 
Philistines. 12 But he took his stand in Harod, Eli'ka of Harod, 26 Helez the 
the midst of the plot, and defended it, Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh of Teko'a, 
and slew the Philistines; and the LORD 27Abi-e'zer, of An'athoth, Mebun'nai 
wrought a great victory. the Hu'shathite, 28 Zalmon the Aho'-

13 And three of the thirty chief men hite, Ma'harai of Netoph'ah, 29 Heleb 
went down, and came about harvest the son of Ba'anah of Netoph'ah, lt'tai 
time to David at the cave of Adullam, the son of Ri'bai of Gib'e-ah of the 
when a band of Philistines was en- Benjaminites, 30 Benai'ah of Pir'athon, 
camped in the valley of Reph'aim. Hid'dai of the brooks of Ga'ash, 31Abi-
14 David was then in the stronghold; al'bon the Ar'bathite, Az'maveth of 
and the garrison of the Philistines was Bahu'rim, 32 Eli'ahba of Sha-al'bon, the 
then at Bethlehem. 15And David said sons of Jashen, Jonathan, 33 Shammah 
longingly, "O that some one would give the Har'arite, Ahi'am the son of Sharar 
me water to drink from the well of the Har'arite, 34 Eliph'elet the son of 
Bethlehem which is by the gate!" Ahas'bai of Ma'acah, Eli'am the son of 
16 Then the three mighty men broke Ahith'ophel of Gilo, 35 Hezroi of Car
through the camp of the Philistines, and mel, Pa'arai the Arbite, 36 Igal the son 
drew water out of the well of Bethlehem of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 
which was by the gate, and took and 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Na'harai of 
brought it to David. But he would not Be-er'oth, the armor-bearer of Jo'ab the 
drink of it; he poured it out to the son of Zeru'iah, 38 Ira the lthrite, 
LORD, 17 and said, "Far be it from me, Gareb the lthrite, 39 Uri'ah the Hittite: 
0 LORD, that I should do this. Shall I thirty-seven in all. 
11 Heb worrhfr101eH ,, Heb /irj' 111 1he;1tt111g r· Or u.1ptam~ rl I Chron 11.11 : Heb obscure 
''Two 1-lchrcw_M!-.~ Syr: MT 1hrce . I Chron 11.25: Heb Was he the.most rmc>wnedofthe three~ 
'!Another rc::iJing 1s thi! so11 oj Js/J-ha1 h The meaning of the word and is unknown 
' Another rcac..ling is Hezrai 
2:1.H-39: I Chron I I. I0-41. 



2 SAMUEL 24 294 Census of Israel and Judah 

24 Again the anger of the LoRD was months before your foes while they 
kindled against Israel, and he in- pursue you? Or shall there be three 

cited David against them, saying, "Go, days' pestilence in your land? Now 
number Israel and Judah." 2 So the consider, and decide what answer I shall 
king said to Jo'ab and the commanders return to him who sent me." 14 Then 
of the army,J who were with him, "Go David said to Gad, "I am in great dis
through all the tribes of Israel, from tress; let us fall into the hand of the 
Dan to Beer-sheba, and number the LoRD, for his mercy is great; but let me 
people, that I may know the number of not fall into the hand of man." 
the people." 3 But Jo'ab said to the king, 15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon 
"May the LORD your God add to the Israel from the morning until the ap
people a hundred times as many as they pointed time; and there died of the 
are, while the eyes of my lord the king people from Dan to Beer-sheba seventy 
still see it; but why does my lord the thousand men. 16And when the angel 
king delight in this thing?" 4 But the stretched forth his hand toward Jeru
king's word prevailed against Jo'ab and salem to destroy it, the LORD repented 
the commanders of the army. So Jo'ab of the evil, and said to the angel who 
and the commanders of the army went was working destruction among the 
out from the presence of the king to people, "It is enough; now stay your 
number the people of Israel. s They hand." And the angel of the LORD was 
crossed the Jordan, and began from by the threshing floor of Arau'nah the 
Aro'er,k and from the city that is in the Jeb'usite. 17 Then David spoke to the 
middle of the valley, toward Gad and on LORD when he saw the angel who was 
to Jazer. 6 Then they came to Gilead, smiting the people, and said, "Lo, I 
and to Kadesh in the land of the have sinned, and I have done wickedly; 
Hittites ;l and they came to Dan, and but these sheep, what have they done? 
from Danm they went around to Sidon, Let thy hand, I pray thee, be against me 
7 and came to the fortress of Tyre and and against my father's house." 
to all the cities of the Hivites and Ca- 18 And Gad came that day to David, 
naanites; and they went out to the and said to him, "Go up, rear an altar 
Negeb of Judah at Beer-sheba. 8 So to the LORD on the threshing floor of 
when they had gone through all the Arau'nah the Jeb'usite." 19 So David 
land, they came to Jerusalem at the end went up at Gad's word, as the LORD 
of nine months and twenty days. 9And commanded. 20And when Arau'nah 
Jo'ab gave the sum of the numbering of looked down, he saw the king and his 
the people to the king: in Israel there servants coming on toward him; and 
were eight hundred thousand valiant Arau'nah went forth, and did ol)eisance 
men who drew the sword, and the men to the king with his face to the ground. 
of Judah were five hundred thousand. 21And Arau'nah said, "Why has my lord 

10 But David's heart smote him after the king come to his servant?" David 
he had numbered the people. And said, "To buy the threshing floor of you, 
David said to the LORD, "I have sinned in order to build an altar to the LORD, 
greatly in what I have done. But now, 0 that the plague may be averted from the 
LORD, I pray thee, take away the people." 22 Then Arau'nah said to 
iniquity of thy servant; for I have done David, "Let my lord the king take and 
very foolishly." 11And when David offer up what seems good to him; here 
arose in the morning, the word of the are the oxen for the burnt offering, and 
LORD came to the prophet Gad, David's the threshing sledges and the yokes of 
seer, saying, 12 "Go and say to David, the oxen for the wood. 23All this, 0 
'Thus says the LORD, Three things I king, Arau'nah gives to the king." And 
offer" you; choose one of them, that I Arau'nah said to the king, "The LORD 
may do it to you.' " 13 So Gad came to your God accept you." 24 Bur the king 
David and told him, and said to him, said to Arau'nah, "No, but I will buy it 
"Shall three 0 years of famine come to of you for a price; I will not offer burnt 
you in your land? Or will you flee three offerings to the LORD my God which 

j I Chron 21.2 Gk: Heb 10Joab 1he commander of the arm)' !.: Gk: Heb encamped in .Arner 
1 Gk: Heb 10 rhe land of T ohtim-hodshi "' Cn Compare Gk: Heb they came ro Dlm-1aan atrd 
n Or hold over 0 I Chron 21.12 Gk: Heb seven 
24.1-25: I Chron 21.1-27. 
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cost me nothing." So David bought the burnt offerings and peace offerings. So 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty the LORD heeded supplications for the 
shekels of silver. 2SAnd David built land, and the plague was avened from 
there an altar to the LoRD, and offered Israel. 

THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 

KINGS 
1 Now King David was old and ad

vanced in years; and although they 
covered him with clothes, he could not 
get warm. 2 Therefore his servants said 
to him, "Let a young maiden be sought 
for my lord the king, and let her wait 
upon the king, and be his nurse; let her 
lie in your bosom, that my lord the king 
may be warm." 3 So they sought for a 
beautiful maiden throughout all the 
territory of Israel, and found Ab'ishag 
the Shu'nammite, and brought her to 
the king. 4 The maiden was very 
beautiful; and she became the king's 
nurse and ministered to him; but the 
king knew her not. 

5 Now Adoni'jah the son of Haggith 
exalted himself, saying, "I will be 
king" ; and he prepared for himself 
chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to 
run before him. 6 His father had never 
at any time displeased him by asking, 
"Why have you done thus and so?" He 
was also a very handsome man; and he 
was born next after Ab'salom. 7 He 
conferred with Jo'ab the son of Zeru'
iah and with Abi'athar the priest; and 
they followed Adoni'iah and helped 
him. H But Zadok the priest, and Benai' -
ah the son of Jehoi'ada, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Shim'e-i, and Re'i, and 
David's mighty men were not with 
Adoni'jah. 

9 Adoni'jah sacrificed sheep, oxen, 
and fatlings by the Serpent's Stone, 
which is beside En-ro'gel, and he in
vited all his brothers, the king's sons, 
and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but 
he did not invite Nathan the prophet or 
Benai'ah or the mighty men or Solomon 
his brother. 

11 Then Nathan said to Bathshe'ba 
the mother of Solomon, "Have you not 
heard that Adoni'jah the son of Haggith 
has become king and David our lord 
does not know it? 12 Now therefore 

come, let me give you counsel, that you 
may save your own life and the life of 
your son Solomon. 13 Go in at once to 
King David, and say to him, 'Did you 
not, my lord the king, swear to your 
maidservant, saying, "Solomon your 
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit 
upon my throne"? Why then is Adoni' -
jab king?' 14 Then while you are still 
speaking with the king, I also will come 
in after you and confirm your words." 

15 So Bathshe'ba went to the king 
into his chamber (now the king was very 
old, and Ab'ishag the Shu'nammite was 
ministering to the king). 16 Bathshe'ba 
bowed and did obeisance to the king, 
and the king said, "What do you de
sire?" 17 She said to him, "My lord, you 
swore to your maidservant by the LORD 
your God, saying, 'Solomon your son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit 
upon my throne.' I8And now, behold, 
Adoni'jah is king, although you, my 
lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has 
sacrificed oxen, fatlings, and sheep in 
abundance, and has invited all the sons 
of the king, Abi'athar the priest, and 
Jo'ab the commander of the army; but 
Solomon your servant he has not in
vited. 20And now, my lord the king, the 
eyes of all Israel are upon you, to tell 
them who shall sit on the throne of my 
lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it 
will come to pass, when my lord the 
king sleeps with his fathers, that I and 
my son Solomon will be counted of
fenders." 

22 While she was still speaking with 
the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 
23And they told the king, "Here is 
Nathan the prophet." And when he 
came in before the king, he bowed be
fore the king, with his face to the 
ground. 24And Nathan said, "My lord 
the king, have you said, 'Adoni'jah shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
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throne'? 2s For he has gone down this Solomon to ride on King David's mule, 
day, and has sacrificed oxen, fatlings, and brought him to Gihon. J9 There 
and sheep in abundance, and has invited Zadok the priest took the horn of oil 
all the king's sons, Jo'ab the com- from the tent, and anointed Solomon. 
mander" of the army, and Abi'athar the Then they blew the trumpet; and all the 
priest; and behold, they are eating and people said, "Long live King Solo
drinking before him, and saying, 'Long mon !" 40And all the people went up 
live King Adoni'jah !' 26 But me, your after him, playing on pipes, and re
servant, and Zadok the priest, and joicing with great joy, so that the earth 
Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada, and your was split by their noise. 
servant Solomon, he has not invited. 41 Adoni jah and all the guests who 
27 Has this thing been brought about by were with him heard it as they finished 
my lord the king and you have not told feasting. And when Jo'ab heard the 
your servants who should sit on the sound of the trumpet, he said, "What 
throne of my lord the king after him?" does this uproar in the city mean?" 

28 Then King David answered, 42 While he was still speaking, behold, 
"Call Bathshe'ba to me." So she came Jonathan the son of Abi'athar the priest 
into the king's presence, and stood be- came; and Adoni'jah said, "Come in, 
fore the king. 29And the king swore, for you are a wonhy man and bring 
saying, "As the LORD lives, who has re- good news." 4J Jonathan answered 
deemed my soul out of every adversity, Adoni'jah, "No, for our lord King 
JO as I swore to you by the LORD, the David has made Solomon king; 44 and 
God of Israel, saying, 'Solomon your the king has sent with him Zadok the 
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benai'
upon my throne in my stead'; even so ah the son of Jehoi'ada, and the Cher'
will I do this day." JI Then Bathshe'ba ethites and the Pel'ethites; and they 
bowed with her face to the ground, and have caused him to ride on the king's 
did obeisance to the king, and said, mule; 45 and Zadok the priest and Na
" May my lord King David live for than the prophet have anointed him 
ever!" king at Gihon; and they have gone up 

32 King David said, "Call to me from there rejoicing, so that the city is 
Zadok the priest, Nathan .the prophet, in an uproar. This is the noise that you 
and Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada." So have heard. 46 Solomon sits upon the 
they came before the king. HAnd the royal throne. 47 Moreover the king's 
king said to them, "Take with you the servants came to congratulate our lord 
servants of your lord, and cause Solo- King David, saying, 'Your God make 
mon my son to ride on my own mule, the name of Solomon more famous than 
and bring him down to Gihon; 34 and yours, and make his throne greater than 
let Zadok the priest and Nathan the your throne.' And the king bowed him
prophet there anoint him king over self upon the bed. 48And the king also 
Israel; then blow the trumpet, and say, said, 'Blessed be the LORD, the God of 
'Long live King Solomon!' JS You shall Israel, who has granted one of my off
then come up after him, and he shall springb to sit on my throne this day, 
come and sit upon my throne; for he my own eyes seeing it.' " 
shall be king in my stead; and I have 49 Then all the guests of Adoni'jah 
appointed him to be ruler over Israel trembled, and rose, and each went his 
and over Judah." J6And Benai'ah the own way. SDAnd Adoni'jah feared Solo
son of Jehoi'ada answered the king, mon; and he arose, and went, and 
"Amen! May the LORD, the God of my caught hold of the horns of the altar. 
lord the king, say so. J7As the LORD has SIAnd it was told Solomon, "Behold, 
been with my lord the king, even so may Adoni'jah fears King Solomon; for, lo, 
he be with Solomon, and make his he has laid hold of the horns of the 
throne greater than the throne of my altar, saying, 'Let King Solomon swear 
lord King David." to me first that he will not slay his 

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the servant with the sword.' " 52And Solo· 
prophet, and Benai'ah the son of mon said, "If he prove to be a worthy 
Jehoi'ada, and the Cher'ethites and the man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the 
Pel'ethites, went down and caused earth; but if wickedness is found in 
a Gk: Heb commanders 11 Gk: Heb Ofie 
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him, he shall die." 53 So King Solomon Israel was forty years; he reigned seven 
sent, and they brought him down from years in Hebron, and thirty-three years 
the altar. And he came and did obei- in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat upon 
sance to King Solomon; and Solomon the throne of David his father; and his 
said to him, "Go to your house." kingdom was firmly established. 

2 When David's time to die drew 13 Then Adoni'jah the son of Hag-
near, he charged Solomon his son, gith came to Bathshe'ba the mother of 

saying, 2 "I am about to go the way of all Solomon. And she said, "Do you come 
the earth. Be strong, and show yourself peaceably?" He said, "Peaceably." 
a man, 3 and keep the charge of the 14 Then he said, "I have something to 
LORD your God, walking in his ways say to you." She said, "Say on." 15 He 
and keeping his statutes, his command- said, "You know that the kingdom was 
ments, his ordinances, and his testi- mine, and that all Israel fully expected 
monies, as it is written in the law of me to reign; however the kingdom has 
Moses, that you may prosper in all that turned about and become my brother's, 
you do and wherever you turn; 4 that for it was his from the LORD. 16And 
the LORD may establish his word which now I have one request to make of you; 
he spoke concerning me, saying, 'If do not refuse me." She said to him, 
your sons take heed to their way, to "Say on." 17And he said, "Pray ask 
walk before me in faithfulness with all King Solomon-he will not refuse you 
their heart and with all their soul, there -to give me Ab'ishag the Shu'nam
shall not fail you a man on the throne mite as my wife." 18 Bathshe'ba said, 
of Israel.' "Very well; I will speak for you to the 

5 "Moreover you know also what kmg." 
Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah did to me, 19 So Bathshe'ba went to King 
how he dealt with the two commanders Solomon, to speak to him on behalf of 
of the armies of Israel, Abner the son of Adoni'jah. And the king rose to meet 
N er, and Arna' sa the son of J ether, her, and bowed down to her; then he 
whom he murdered, avengingc in time sat on his throne, and had a seat brought 
of peace blood which had been shed in for the king's mother; and she sat on his 
war, and putting innocent bloodd upon right. 20 Then she said, "I have one 
the girdle about my' loins, and upon the small request to make of you; do not 
sandals on my' feet. 6 Act therefore ac- refuse me." And the king said to her, 
cording to your wisdom, but do not let "Make your request, my mother; for I 
his gray head go down to Sheol in will not refuse you." 21 She said, "Let 
peace. 7 But deal loyally with the sons Ab'ishag the Shu'nammite be given to 
of Barzil'lai the Gileadite, and let them Adoni'jah your brother as his wife." 
be among those who eat at your table; 22 King Solomon answered his mother, 
for with such loyalty they met me when "And why do you ask Ab'ishag the 
I fled from Ab'salom your brother. 8And Shu'nanunite for Adoni'jah? Ask for 
there is also with you Shim'e-i the son him the kingdom also; for he is my elder 
of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahu'- brother, and on his side are Abi'atharf 
rim, who cursed me with a grievous the priest and Jo'ab the son of Zeru'i
curse on the day when I went to ah." 23 Then King Solomon swore by 
Mahana'im; but when he came down to the LORD, saying, "God do so to me and 
meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him more also if this word does not cost 
by the LORD, saying, 'I will not put you Adoni'jah his life! 24 Now therefore as 
to death with the sword.' 9 Now there- the LORD lives, who has established me, 
fore hold him not guiltless, for you are a and placed me on the throne of David 
wise man; you will know what you my father, and who has made me a 
ought to do to him, and you shall bring house, as he promised, Adoni'jah shall 
his gray head down with blood to be put to death this day.'' 25 So King 
Sheol." Solomon sent Benai'ah the son of 

10 Then David slept with his fathers, Jehoi'ada; and he struck him down, and 
and was buried in the city of David. he died. 
11 And the time that David reigned over 26 And to Abi'athar the priest the 
r (jk: 1-lcb pliJlinl! '1 Gk: Heb blood of 1uar ~Gk: Heb his 
1 (Jk Syr Vg; Heb and for him a11J for Ab/a1har 
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king said, "Go to An'athoth, to your from there to any place whatever. 
estate; for you deserve death. But I will 37 For on the day you go fonh, and 
not at this time put you to death, be- cross the brook Kidron, know for cer
cause you bore the ark of the Lord GoD tain that you shall die; your blood 
before David my father, and because shall be upon your own head." 38And 
you shared in all the affliction of my Shim'e-i said to the king, "What you 
father." 27 So Solomon expelled Abi'- say is good; as my lord the king has said, 
athar from being priest to the LORD, so will your servant do." So Shim'e-i 
thus fulfilling the word of the LORD dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 
which he had spoken concerning the 39 But it happened at the end of three 
house of Eli in Shiloh. years that two of Shim'e-i's slaves ran 

28 When the news came to Jo'ab-- away to A'chish, son of Ma'acah, king of 
for Jo'ab had supported Adoni'jah al- Gath. And when it was told Shim'e-i, 
though he had not supported Ab'salom "Behold, your slaves are in Gath," 
-Jo'ab fled to the tent of the LORD and 40 Shim'e-i arose and saddled an ass, 
caught hold of the horns of the altar. and went to Gath to A'chish, to seek his 
29And when it was told King Solomon, slaves; Shim'e-i went and brought his 
"Jo'ab has fled to the tent of the LORD, slaves from Gath. 41And when Solomon 
and behold, he is beside the altar," was told that Shim'e-i had gone from 
Solomon sent Benai'ah the son of Jerusalem to Gath and returned, 42 the 
Jehoi'ada, saying, "Go, strike him king sent and summoned Shim'e-i, and 
down." 30 So Benai'ah came to the tent said to him, "Did I nor make you swear 
of the LORD, and said to him, "The king by the LORD, and solemnly admonish 
commands, 'Come forth.' " But he said, you, saying, 'Know for certain that on 
"No, I will die here." Then Benai'ah the day you go forth and go to any 
brought the king word again, saying, place whatever, you shall die'? And you 
"Thus said Jo'ab, and thus he an- said to me, 'What you say is good; I 
swered me." 31 The king replied to him, obey.' 43 Why then have you not kept 
"Do as he has said, strike him down and your oath to the LORD and the com
bury him; and thus take away from me mandment with which I charged you?" 
and from my father's house the guilt for 44 The king also said to Shim'e-i, "You 
the blood which Jo'ab shed without know in your own heart all the evil that 
cause. 32 The LORD will bring back his you did to David my father; so the 
bloody deeds upon his own head, be- LORD will bring back your evil upon 
cause, without the knowledge of my your own head. 45 But King Solomon 
father David, he attacked and slew with shall be blessed, and the throne of 
the sword two men more righteous and David shall be established before the 
better than himself, Abner the son of LORD for ever." 46 Then the king com
Ner, commander of the army of Israel, manded Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada; 
and Ama'sa the son of Jether, com- and he went out and struck him down, 
mander of the army of Judah. 33 So shall and he died. 
their blood come back upon the head of So the kingdom was established in 
Jo'ab and upon the head of his descend- the hand of Solomon. 
ants for ever; but to David, and to his 3 Solomon made a marriage alliance 
descendants, and to his house, and to his with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he 
throne, there shall be peace from the took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought 
LORD for evermore." 34 Then Benai'ah her into the city of David, until he had 
the son of Jehoi'ada went up, and struck finished building his own house and the 
him down and killed him; and he was house of the LORD and the wall around 
buried in his own house in the wilder- Jerusalem. 2 The people were sacrificing 
ness. 35 The king put Benai'ah the son at the high places, however, because no 
of Jehoi'ada over the army in place of house had yet been built for the name 
Jo'ab, and the king put Zadok the priest of the LORD. 
in the place of Abi'athar. 3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking 

36 Then the king sent and sum- in the statutes of David his father; only, 
maned Shim'e-i, and said to him, he sacrificed and burnt incense at the 
"Build yourself a house in Jerusalem, high places. 4And the king went to 
and dwell there, and do not go forth Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was 
3.4-15: 2 Chron 1.3-13. 
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the great high place; Solomon used to two were in the house. 19And this 
offer a thousand burnt offerings upon woman's son died in the night, because 
that altar. SAt Gibeon the LORD ap- she lay on it. 20And she arose at mid
peared to Solomon in a dream by night, and took my son from beside me, 
night; and God said, "Ask what I shall while your maidservant slept, and laid 
give you." 6And Solomon said, "Thou it in her bosom, and laid her dead son in 
hast shown great and steadfast love to my bosom. 21 When I rose in the morn
thy servant David my father, because he ing to nurse my child, behold, it was 
walked before thee in faithfulness, in dead; but when I looked at it closely in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of the morning, behold, it was not the 
heart toward thee; and thou hast kept child that I had borne." 22 But the other 
for him this great and steadfast love, and woman said, "No, the living child is 
hast given him a son to sit on his throne mine, and the dead child is yours." The 
this day. 7And now, 0 LORD my God, first said, "No, the dead child is yours, 
thou hast made thy servant king in place and the living child is mine." Thus they 
of David my father, although I am but a spoke before the king. 
little child; I do not know how to go out 23 Then the king said, "The one says, 
or come in. HAnd thy servant is in the 'This is my son that is alive, and your 
midst of thy people whom thou hast son is dead'; and the other says, 'No; 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be but your son is dead, and my son is the 
numbered or counted for multitude. living one.' " 24And the king said, 
9 Give thy servant therefore an under- "Bring me a sword." So a sword was 
standing mind to govern thy people, brought before the king. 25And the king 
that I may discern between good and said, "Divide the living child in two, 
evil; for who is able to govern this thy and give half to the one, and half to the 
great people?" other." 26 Then the woman whose son 

10 It pleased the LORD that Solomon was alive said to the king, because her 
had asked this. llAnd God said to him, heart yearned for her son, "Oh, my lord, 
"Because you have asked this, and have give her the living child, and by no 
not asked for yourself long life or riches means slay it." But the other said, "It 
or the life of your enemies, but have shall be neither mine nor yours; divide 
asked for yourself understanding to it." 27 Then the king answered and 
discern what is right, 12 behold, I now said, "Give the living child to the first 
do according to your word. Behold, I woman, and by no means slay it; she is 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so its mother." 28And all Israel heard of 
that none like you has been before you the judgment which the king had ren
and none like· you shall arise after you. dered; and they stood in awe of the 
13 I give you also what you have not king, because they perceived that the 
asked, both riches and honor, so that no wisdom of God was in him, to render 
other king shall compare with you, all justice. 
your days. 14And if you will walk in my 4 King Solomon was king over all 
ways, keeping my statutes and my com- Israel, 2 and these were his high 
mandments, as your father David officials: Azari'ah the son of Zadok was 
walked, then I will lengthen your days." the priest; J Eliho'reph and Ahi'jah the 

15 And Solomon awoke, and be- sons of Shisha were secretaries; Jehosh' -
hold, it was a dream. Then he came to aphat the son of Ahi'lud was recorder; 
Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of 4 Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada was in 
the covenant of the LORD, and offered command of the army; Zadok and Abi ' -
up burnt offerings and peace offerings, athar were priests; SAzari'ah the son of 
and made a feast for all his servants. Nathan was over the officers; Zabud the 

16 Then two harlots came to the son of Nathan was priest and king's 
king, and stood before him. 17 The one friend; 6Ahi'shar was in charge of the 
woman said, "Oh, my lord, this woman palace; and Adoni'ram the son of Abda 
and I dwell in the same house; and I was in charge of the forced labor. 
gave birth to a child while she was in 7 Solomon had twelve officers over all 
the house. 18 Then on the third day after Israel, who provided food for the king 
l .was delivered, this woman also gave and his household; each man had to 
birth; and we were alone; there was no make provision for one month in the 
one else with us in the house, only we year. 8 These were their names: Ben-
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hur, in che hill country of E'phraim; 
9 Ben-deker, in Makaz, Sha-al'bim, 
Bech-she' mesh, and E'lon-bech-ha'nan; 
IO Ben-hesed, in Arub'both (co him be
longed Socoh and all che land of 
Hepher); 11 Ben-abin'adab, in all Na
phach-dor (he had Taphach che daugh
ter of Solomon as his wife); 12 Ba'ana 
che son of Ahi'lud, in Ta'anach, 
Megid'do, and all Bech-she'an which is 
beside Zarethan below Jezreel, and 
from Beth-she'an to A'bel-meho'lah, as 
far as the other side of Jok'meam; 
L1 Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead (he 
had the villages of Ja'ir che son of 
Manas'seh, which are in Gilead, and he 
had the region of Argob, which is in 
Bashan, sixty great cities wich walls and 
bronze bars); I4Ahin'adab che son of 
Iddo, in Mahana'im; I 5Ahim'a-az, in 
Naph'cali (he had taken Bas'emath che 
daughter of Solomon as his wife); 
16 Ba'ana che son of Hushai, in Asher 
and Bealoch; 17 Jehosh'aphac che son of 
Paru'ah, in Is'sachar; 18 Shim'e-i the 
son of Ela, in Benjamin; 19 Geber che 
son of Uri, in che land of Gilead, che 
country of Sihon king of che Amorices 
and of Og king of Bashan. And there 
was one officer in che land of Judah. 

20 Judah and Israel were as many as 
che sand by che sea; chey ace and drank 
and were happy. 21y Solomon ruled over 
all che kingdoms from che Eu-phra'ces 
to the land of the Philistines and co che 
border of Egypc; chey brought cribuce 
and served Solomon all che days of his 
life. 

22 Solomon's provision for one day 
was chircy cors of fine flour, and sixty 
cors of meal, 23 cen fat oxen, and twenty 
pasture-fed catcle, a hundred sheep, be
sides harts, gazelles, roebucks, and 
fatced fowl. 24 For he had dominion over 
all the region west of che Eu-phra'tes 
from Tiphsah co Gaza, over all che kings 
west of che Eu-phra'tes; and he had 
peace on all sides round about him. 
25And Judah and Israel dwelc in safety, 
from Dan even co Beer-sheba, every 
man under his vine and under his fig 
tree, all che days of Solomon. 26 Solo
mon also had forty thousand stalls of 
horses for his chariots, and twelve thou
sand horsemen. 27 And those officers 
supplied provisions for King Solomon, 
and for all who came co King Solomon's 
fl Ch 5.1 in Heb /1 Ch 5.15 in Heb 
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table, each one in his month; they lee 
nothing be lacking. 28 Barley also and 
scraw for che horses and swift steeds 
they brought co the place where it was 
required, each according to his charge. 

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom 
and understanding beyond measure, 
and largeness of mind like che sand on 
che seashore, 30 so char Solomon's wis
dom surpassed che wisdom of all the 
people of the ease, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than all other 
men, wiser than Ethan che Ez'rahite, 
and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons 
of Mahol; and his fame was in all the 
nations round about. 32 He also utcered 
three thousand proverbs; and his songs 
were a thousand and five. 3.1 He spoke of 
Crees, from che cedar chat is in Lebanon 
co che hyssop chat grows out of the wall; 
he spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and 
of reptiles, and of fish . .14And men came 
from all peoples to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, and from all che kings of the 
earth, who had heard of his wisdom. 

5 ,, Now Hiram king of Tyre sent hi; 
servants co Solomon, when he heard 

that they had anointed him king in 
place of his father; for Hiram always 
loved David. 2And Solomon sent wonl 
to Hiram, 3 "You know chat David my 
father could nor build a house for the 
name of the LORD his God because or 
che warfare wich which his enemies sur
rounded him, until the LORD put them 
under the soles of his feet. 4 But now the 
LORD my God has given me rest on 
every side; there is neither adversary 
nor misfortune. 5And so I purpose to 
build a house for che name of the LORD 
my God, as the LORD said to David my 
father, 'Your son, whom I will set upon 
your throne in your place, shall build 
the house for my name.' 6 Now there
fore command char cedars of Lebanon 
be cut for me; and my servants will join 
your servants, and I will pay you for 
your servants such wages as you set; for 
you know char there is no one among us 
who knows how to cut timber like the 
Sido'nians." 

7 When Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said, 
"Blessed be the LORD this day, who has 
given to David a wise son to be over this 
great people." 8And Hiram sent to 
Solomon, saying, "I have heard the 
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message which you have sent to me; I 
am ready to do all you desire in rhe 
marrer of cedar and cypress rimber. 
1J My servants shall bring ir down ro rhe 
sea from Lebanon; and I will make ir 
inro rafts to go by sea ro rhe place you 
direct, and I will have rhem broken up 
there, and you shall receive ir; and you 
shall meer my wishes by providing food 
for my household." 10 So Hiram sup
plied Solomon with all rhe timber of 
cedar and cypress that he desired, 
11 while Solomon gave Hiram rwenty 
rhomand cors of whear as food for his 
household, and rwenty thousand; cors 
of beaten oil. Solomon gave this to 
Hiram year by year. I2And rhe LORD 
gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised 
him; and rhere was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon; and the two of 
them made a treaty. 

13 King Solomon raised a levy of 
forced labor out of all Israel; and the 
levy numbered thirry thousand men. 
14And he sent chem to Lebanon, ten 
thousaml a month in relays; they would 
be a month in Lebanon and rwo months 
at home; Adoni'ram was in charge of 
rhe levy. 15 Solomon also had seventy 
thousand burden-bearers and eighty 
thousand hewers of stone in the hill 
country, 16 besides Solomon's three 
thousand three hundred chief officers 
who were over the work, who had 
charge of rhe people who carried on the 
work. I 7 Ar the king's command, they 
quarried out grear, costly stones in 
order to lay the foundation of the house 
with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon's 
builders and Hiram's builders and the 
men of Gebal did rhe hewing and pre
pared the rimber and rhe stone to build 
the house. 

6 In the four hundred and eightieth 
year afrer the people of Israel came 

out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth 
year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in 
the month of Ziv, which is the second 
month, he began to build the house of 
the LORD. 2 The house which King 
Solomon built for the LORD was sixry 
cubits long, twenty cubics wide, and 
thirty cubits high .. l The vestibule in 
front of the nave of rhe house was 
twenty cubits long, equal to rhe width of 
th.e house, and ren cubics deep in front 
of the house. 4And he made for rhe 

house windows with recessed frames. 
5 He also built a structure against the 
wall of rhe house, running round the 
walls of the house, burh rhe nave and 
the inner sanctuary; and he made side 
chambers all around. 6 The lowesr 
storyJ was five cubits broad, the middle 
one was six cubics broad, and rhe third 
was seven cubits broad; for around the 
outside of rhe house he made offsets on 
the wall in order that the supporting 
beams should not be inserted into the 
walls of the house. 

7 When the house was built, ir was 
with stone prepared at the quarry; so 
that neither hammer nor axe nor any 
tool of iron was heard in the temple, 
while ir was being built. 

8 The entrance for the lowestk story 
was on the south side of the house; and 
one went up by stairs to the middle 
story, and from the middle story to the 
third. 9 So he built the house, and 
finished it; and he made the ceiling of 
the house of beams and planks of cedar. 
Io He built the structure against the 
whole house, each story1 five cubits 
high, and it was joined to the house wirh 
timbers of cedar. 

11 Now the word of the LORD came 
to Solomon, 12 "Concerning this house 
which you are building, if you will walk 
in my statutes and obey my ordinances 
and keep all my commandments and 
walk in them, then I will establish my 
word with you, which I spoke to David 
your father. 13And I will dwell among 
the children of Israel, and will not for
sake my people Israel." 

14 So Solomon built rhe house, and 
finished it. 15 He lined the walls of the 
house on rhe inside with boards of 
cedar; from the floor of the house to the 
rafters 111 of the ceiling, he covered them 
on the inside with wood; and he covered 
the floor of the house with boards of 
cypress. 16 He built twenty cubits of the 
rear of the house wirh boards of cedar 
from the floor to the rafters, 111 and he 
built this wirhin as an inner sanctuary, 
as rhe most holy place. 17 The house, 
that is, rhe nave in front of the inner 
sanctuary, was forty cubits long. 18 The 
cedar within the house was carved in the 
form of gourds and open flowers; all 
was cedar, no stone was seen. IlJ The 
inner sanctuary he prepared in the 
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innermost pare of the house, co set ch ere 
che ark of the covenant of the LORD. 
20 The inner sanctuary" was cwemy 
cubics long, twenty cubics wide, and 
twenty cubits high; and he overlaid it 
with pure gold. He also made" an alcar 
of cedar. 21And Solomon overlaid the 
inside of the house with pure gold, and 
he drew chains of gold across, in front 
of the inner sanccuary, and overlaid it 
with gold. 22And he overlaid the whole 
house with gold, until all the house was 
finished. Also che whole alcar rhac be
longed co che inner sanctuary he ov~r
laid with gold. 

23 In the inner sanctuary he made 
two cherubim of olivewood, each cen 
cubics high. 24 Five cubits was the 
length of one wing of che cherub, and 
five cubics che length of che ocher wing 
of the cherub; ic was ten cubics from 
the rip of one wing to the rip of the 
other. 25 The other cherub also meas
ured ten cubits; both cherubim had the 
same measure and the same form. 
26 The height of one cherub was ten 
cubits, and so was char of the ocher 
cherub. 27 He puc che cherubim in che 
innermost part of the house; and the 
wings of the cherubim were spread our 
so rhac a wing of one touched the one 
wall, and a wing of che ocher cherub 
couched che ocher wall; their other 
wings touched each ocher in the middle 
of the house. 28And he overlaid che 
cherubim with gold. 

29 He carved all the walls of the house 
round about with carved figures of 
cherubim and palm trees and open 
flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. 
JO The floor of the house he overlaid 
with gold in the inner and outer rooms. 

31 For the entrance co the inner 
sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; 
the lintel and the doorposrs formed a 
pencagon.P .12 He covered the cwo doors 
of olivewood with carvings of cherubim, 
palm trees, and open flowers; he over
laid chem with ~old, and spread gold 
upon the cherubim and upon the palm 
trees. 

33 So also he made for the entrance 
to the nave doorposrs of olivewood, in 
the form of a square, 34 and cwo doors 
of cypress wood; the two leaves of the 
one door were folding, and the two 
leaves of the other door were folding. 

JS On chem he carved cherubim and 
palm trees and open flowers; and he 
overlaid them wich gold evenly applied 
upon the carved work. J<> He built the 
inner court with three courses of hewn 
stone and one course of cedar beams. 

37 In the fourth year the foundation 
of the house of che LORD was laid, in the 
month of Ziv .. l8And in che eleventh 
year, in the month of Bui, which is che 
eighth month, the house was finished in 
all ics parts, and according co all its 
specifications. He was seven years in 
building ic. 

7 Solomon was building his own 
house thirteen years, and he finished 

his entire house. 
2 He builc the House of che Forest of 

Lebanon; its length was a hundred 
cubics, and its breadth fifty cubits, and 
its height thirty cubits, and it was builc 
upon three'' rows of cedar pillars, with 
cedar beams upon the pillars. -1And it 
was covered wich cedar above che 
chambers rhac were upon che forty-five 
pillars, fifteen in each row. 4 There 
were window frames in three rows, and 
window opposite window in three tiers. 
SAii the doorwavs and windows'· had 
square frames, and window was op
posite window in three tiers. 

6 And he made the Hall of Pillars; its 
length was fifty cubics, and ics breadth 
thirty cubits; there was a porch in front 
with pillars, and a canopy before them. 

7 And he made che Hall of the 
Throne where he was to pronounce 
judgment, even the Hall of Judgment; 
it was finished with cedar from floor to 
rafters.·' 

8 His own house where he was to 
dwell, in the ocher court back of the 
hall, was of like workmanship. Solomon 
also made a house like this hall for 
Pharaoh's daughter whom he had taken 
in marriage. 

9 All these were made of cost!\' 
stones, hewn according to measure, 
sawed with saws, back and from, even 
from the foundation co che coping, and 
from the court of the house of the 
LORD 1 to the great court. Ill The founda
tion was of costly stones, huge scones, 
stones of eight and ten cubits. llAnJ 
above were costly stones, hewn ac
cording to measurement, and cedar. 
12 The great court had three courses of 
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hewn scone round abour, and a course 
of cedar beams; so had rhe inner coun 
of rhc house of rhe LORD, and che 
vcsribule of the house. 

I '3 And King Solomon sem and 
broughl Hiram from Tyre. 14 He was 
the son of a widow of the rribe of 
Naph'rali, and his Cacher was a man of 
Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was 
full of wisdom, undcrsranding, and skill, 
for making any work in bronze. He 
came co King Solomon, and did all his 
work. 

15 He case two pillars of bronze. 
Eighteen cubirs was rhe heighr of one 
pillar, and a line of twelve cubits 
measured irs circumference; it was 
hollow, and its rhickness was four 
fingers; che second pillar was rhe same." 
16 He also made two capitals of molren 
bronze, co sec upon che cops of the 
pillars; the hcighr of the one capital was 
five cubics, and che height of rhe ocher 
capiral was five cubits. 17 Then he made 
two" nets of checker work wich wreachs 
of chain work for the capitals upon the 
tops of chc pillars ; a nee w for che one 
capiral, and a nctw for the other capital. 
18 Likewise he made pomegranates;" 
in rwo rows round about upon the one 
nerwork, to cover the capital that was 
upon rhe cop of the pillar; and he did 
the same with che ocher capiral. 19 Now 
chc capirals char were upon rhe tops of 
chc pillars in che vestibule were of lily
work, four cubits. 20 The capirals were 
upon the rwo pillars and also above che 
rounded projection which was beside 
rhe network; chere were two hundred 
pomegranates, in two rows round 
about; and so with rhe other capital. 
21 He sec up the pillars ar rhe vestibule 
of the remple; he set up che pillar on the 
sourh and called its name Jachin; and 
he set up the pillar on che nonh and 
called irs name Bo'az. 22And upon the 
tops of the pillars was lily-work. Thus 
the work of the pillars was finished. 

2'3 Then he made chc molten sea; it 
was round, rcn cubits from briin to 
brim, and five cubits high, and a line of 
thirty cubits measured its circum
ference. 24 Under its briin were gourds, 
for rhiny11 cubits, compassing the sea 
round abour; rhe gourds were in two 

rows, case wirh ir when it was case. 
25 It srood upon twelve oxen, three 
facing nonh, rhree facing west, three 
facing south, and rhree facing ease; the 
sea was set upon chem, and all rheir 
hinder parts were inward. 26 Its thick
ness was a handbreadth; and its brim 
was made like rhe briin of a cup, like rhe 
flower of a lily; ir held rwo thousand 
baths. 

27 He also made the ren srands of 
bronze; each srand was four cubics 
long, four cubics wide, and rhree cubics 
high. 28 This was rhe construcrion of rhe 
stands: chey had panels, and rhe panels 
were set in the frames 29 and on the 
panels chat were set in rhe frames were 
lions, oxen, and cherubiin. Upon the 
frames, boch above and below rhe lions 
and oxen, there were wrearhs of beveled 
work. 30 Moreover each srand had four 
bronz.: wheels and axles of bronze; and 
at the four corners were supports for a 
laver. The supporrs were cast, wirh 
wreachs at the side of each. 31 hs open
ing was within a crown which projected 
upward one cubit; its opening was 
round, as a pedesral is made, a cubit and 
a half deep. At irs opening there were 
carvings; and its panels were square, 
nor round. 32And the four wheels were 
underneath thi: panels; the axles of the 
wheels were of one piece with the 
stands; and the height of a wheel was a 
cubit and a half. 33 The wheels were 
made like a chariot wheel; rheir axles, 
cheir rims, their spokes, and rheir hubs, 
were all cast. 34 There were four sup
pons ar the four corners of each stand; 
the suppons were of one piece with rhe 
srands. 3SAnd on the top of tht: stand 
chere was a round band half a cubic 
high; and on the top of rhe stand irs 
stays and its panels were of one piece 
with ir. 36And on the surfaces of its stays 
and on its panels, he carved cherubim, 
lions, and palm trees, according co the 
space of each, with wrearhs round 
abour. 37Afrer this manner he made the 
ten stands; all of them were case alike, 
ofrhe same measure and the same form. 

38 And he made ten !avers of bronze; 
each !aver held forry baths, each laver 
measured four cubics, and there was a 
laver for each of rhe ten stands. WAnd 
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he set the stands, five on the south side LORD out of the city of David, which is 
of the house, and five on the north side Zion. 2And all the men of Israel as
of the house; and he set the sea on the sembled to King Solomon at the feast in 
southeast corner of the house. the month Erh'anim, which is rhc 

40 Hiram also made the pots, the seventh month. 3And all rhe ciders or 
shovels, and the basins. So Hiram fin- Israel came, and the priests rook up rhe 
ished all the work that he did for King ark. 4 And they brought up rhe ark of rhe 
Solomon on the house of the LORD: LORD, rhe rent of meeting, and all rhc 
41 the two pillars, the two bowls of the holy vessels that were in the rent; rhc 
capitals that were on the tops of the priests and the Levites brought them 
pillars, and the two networks to cover up. SAnd King Solomon and all rhe 
the two bowls of the capitals that were congregation of brae!, who had as
on the tops of the pillars; 42 and the four sembled before him, were with him bc
hundred pomegranates for the two ner- fore the ark, sacrificing so many sheer 
works, two rows of pomegranates for and oxen that thev could nor be counted 
each network, to cover the two bowls of or numbered. ·''Then rhe pries rs 
the capitals that were upon the pillars; brought the ark of the covenam of rhc 
4.' the ten stands, and the ten Javers LORD to its place, in rhe inner sancruan 
upon the stands; 44 and the one sea, and of the house, in the most holy place. 
rhe twelve oxen underneath the sea. underneath the wings of the cherubim. 

45 Now the pots, the shovels, and the 7 For the cherubim spread our their 
basins, all these vessels in rhe house of wings over the place of the ark. so rhar 
rhe LORD, which Hiram made for King the cherubim made a covering above rhc 
Solomon, were of burnished bronze. ark and its poles. 'And the poles were sn 
46 In the plain of the Jordan the king long that the ends of the poles were sel'n 
cast them, in the clay ground between from the holy place before rhe inner 
Succoth and Zarethan. 47And Solomon sanctuary; but they could nor be seen 
left all the vessels unweighed, because from outside; and they are there to this 
there were so many of them; the weight day. '>There was nothing in the ark ex
of the bronze was not found out. cept the two tables of stone which 

48 So Solomon made all the vessels Moses put there at Horeb, where the 
that were in the house of the LORD: rhe LORD made a covenant with the peopk 
golden alrar, rhe golden table for the of Israel, when they came out of th,· 
bread of the Presence, 4'> the lamp- land of Egypt. IOAnd when the priests 
stands of pure gold, five on rhe south came our of the holy place, a cloud 
side and five on rhe north, before the filled rhe house of the LORD, 11 so rhar 
inner sanctuary; the flowers, the lamps, the priests could not stand ro minisre1 
and the tongs, of gold; so the cups, because of the cloud; for rhe glory nl 
snuffers, basins, dishes for incense, and rhc LORD filled the house of the LORD. 
firepans, of pure gold; and the sockets 12 Then Solomon said, 
of gold, for the doors of rhe innermost "The LORD has ser the sun in the 
part of the house, the most holy place, heavens, 
and for the doors of the nave of the bur z has said rhar he would d\\'l"i I 
temple. in thick darkness. 

51 Thus all the work that King Solo- 1.i I have built thee an exalted hou,c. 
mon did on the house of rhe LORD was a place for thee to d\\'ell in !"'" 
finished. And Solomon brought in the ever." 
things which David his father had I~ Then the king faced about, and 
dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the blessed all the assembh· of Israel. whik 
vessels, and stored them in the treasuries all rhc assemblv of Israel stood. 1'And 
of the house of the LORD. he said, "Blcss.:d be the LORD. rhe God 

8 Then Solomon assembled the of Israel, who with his hand has ful 
ciders of Israel and all the heads of filled what he promised \\'ith his mouth 

rhe tribes, the leaders of the fathers' to David my father, saying. I<' ·since th,· 
houses of the people of Israel, before day that I brought my people Isrnd ou1 
King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring of Egypt, I chose no city in all the rrib,·, 
up the ark of the covenant of the of Israel in which to build a house. rha1 
~Gk; Heb lacks ha.' .~er r/i,· .11111 i11 rht' ht>a·v,•11s, bur 
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my name might be there; but I chose this house, the place of which thou hast 
David to be over my people Israel.' said, 'My name shall be there,' that thou 
17 Now it was in the heart of David my mayest hearken to the prayer which thy 
father to build a house for the name of servant offers toward this place. lOAnd 
the LORD, the God of Israel. 18 But hearken thou to the supplication of thy 
the LORD said to David my father, servant and of thy people Israel, when 
'Whereas it was in your heart to build a they pray toward this place; yea, hear 
house for my name, you did well that it thou in heaven thy dwelling place; and 
was in your heart; 19 nevertheless you when thou hearest, forgive. 
shall not build the house, but your son 31 "Ifa man sins against his neighbor 
who shall be born to you shall build the and is made to take an oath, and comes 
house for my name.' 20 Now the LORD and swears his oath before thine altar in 
has fulfilled his promise which he made; this house, 32 then hear thou in heaven, 
for I have risen in the place of David and act, and judge thy servants, con
my father, and sit on the throne of demning the guilty by bringing his con
Israel, as the LORD promised, and I duct upon his own head, and vindi
have built the house for the name of the eating the righteous by rewarding him 
LORD, the God of Israel. 2IAnd there I according to his righteousness. 
have provided a place for the ark, in 33 "When thy people Israel are de
which is the covenant of the LORD feated before the enemy because they 
which he made with our fathers, when have sinned against thee, if they tum 
he brought them out of the land of again to thee, and acknowledge thy 
Egypt." name, and pray and make supplication 

22 Then Solomon stood before the to thee in this house; .l4 then hear thou 
altar of the LORD in the presence of all in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
the assembly of Israel, and spread forth people Israel, and bring them again to 
his hands toward heaven; 23 and said, the land which thou gavest to their 
"O LORD, God of Israel, there is no fathers. 
God like thee, in heaven above or on 35 "When heaven is shut up and 
earth beneath, keeping covenant and there is no rain because they have 
showing steadfast love to thy servants sinned against thee, if they pray toward 
who walk before thee with all their this place, and acknowledge thy name, 
heart; 24 who hast kept with thy servant and turn from their sin, when thou dost 
David my father what thou didst de- afflict them, .lo then hear thou in 
dare to him; yea, thou didst speak with heaven, and forgive the sin of thy serv
thy mouth, and with thy hand hast ful- ants, thy people Israel, when thou dost 
filled it this day. 25 Now therefore, 0 teach them the good way in which they 
LORD, God of Israel, keep with thy should walk; and grant rain upon thy 
servant David my father what thou hast land, which thou hast given to thy 
promised him, saying, 'There shall people as an inheritance. 
never fail you a man before me to sit 37 "If there is famine in the land, if 
upon the throne of Israel, if only your there is pestilence or blight or mildew 
sons take heed to their way, to walk 01 locust or caterpillar; if their enemy 
before me as you have walked before besieges them in any" of their cities; 
me.' 26 Now therefore, 0 God of Israel, whatever plague, whatever sickness 
let thy word be confirmed, which thou there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatever 
hast spoken to thy servant David my supplication is made by any man or by 
father. all thy people Israel, each knowing the 

27 "But will God indeed dwell on the affliction of his own heart and stretching 
earth' Behold, heaven and the highest out his hands toward this house; 39 then 
heaven cannot contain thee; how much hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, 
less this house which I have built! and forgive, and act, and render to each 
28 Y ct have regard to the prayer of thy whose heart thou knowest, according to 
servant and to his supplication, 0 all his ways (for thou, thou only, know
LORD my God, hearkening to the cry est the hearts of all the children of men); 
and to the prayer which thy servant 40 that they may fear thee all the days 
prays before thee this day; 29 that thy that they live in the land which thou 
eyes may be open night and day toward gavest to our fathers. 
If Gk Syr: Heb the land 
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41 "Likewise when a foreigner, who among all the peoples of the earth, to 

is not of thy people Israel, comes from a be thy heritage, as thou didst declare 
far country for thy name's sake 42 (for through Moses, thy servant, when thou 
they shall hear of thy great name, and didst bring our fathers out of Egypt, O 
thy mighty hand, and of thy out- Lord Goo." 
stretched arm), when he comes and 54 Now as Solomon finished offering 
prays toward this house, 43 hear thou in all this prayer and supplication to the 
heaven thy dwelling place, and do ac- LORD, he arose from before the altar of 
cording to all for which the foreigner the LORD, where he had knelt with 
calls to thee; in order that all the peo- hands outstretched toward heaven; 
pies of the earth may know thy name ss and he stood, and blessed all the 
and fear thee, as do thy people Israel, assembly of Israel with a loud voice, 
and that they may know that this house saying, S6 "Blessed be the LORD who has 
which I have built is called by thy given rest to his people Israel, according 
name. to all that he promised; not one word 

44 "If thy people go out to battle has failed of all his good promise, which 
against their enemy, by whatever way he uttered by Moses his servant. 57 The 
thou shalt send them, and they pray to LORD our God be with us, as he was 
the LORD toward the city which thou with our fathers; may he not leave us or 
hast chosen and the house which I have forsake us; 58 that he may incline our 
built for thy name, 45 then hear thou in hearts to him, to walk in all his ways, 
heaven their prayer and their supplica- and to keep his commandments, his 
tion, and maintain their cause. statutes, and his ordinances, which he 

46 "If they sin against thee--for there commanded our fathers. 59 Let these 
is no man who does not sin-and thou words of mine, wherewith I have made 
art angry with them, and dost give them supplication before the LORD, be near 
to an enemy, so that they are carried to the LORD our God day and night, and 
away captive to the land of the enemy, may he maintain the cause of his sen·
far off or near; 47 yet if they lay it to ant, and the cause of his people Israel, 
heart in the land to which they have as each day requires; 60 that all the 
been carried captive, and repent, and peoples of the earth may know that the 
make supplication to thee in the land of LORD is God; there is no other. 61 Let 
their captors, saying, 'We have sinned, your heart therefore be wholly true to 
and have acted perversely and wicked- the LORD our God, walking in hi:; 
ly'; 48 if they repent with all their mind statutes and keeping his command
and with all their heart in the land of ments, as at this day." 
their enemies, who carried them cap- 62 Then the king, and all Israel with 
tive, and pray to thee toward their land, him, offered sacrifice before the LORD. 
which thou gavest to their fathers, the 63 Solomon offered as peace offerings to 
city which thou hast chosen, and the the LORD twenty-two thousand oxen 
house which I have built for thy name; and a hundred and twentv thousand 
49 then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling sheep. So the king and all the people of 
place their prayer and their supplica- Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 
tion, and maintain their cause so and 64 The same day the king consecrated 
forgive thy people who have sinned the middle of the court that was before 
against thee, and all their transgressions the house of the LORD; for there he 
which they have committed against offered the burnt offering and the cereal 
thee; and grant them compassion in the offering and the fat pieces of the peace 
sight of those who carried them captive, offerings, because the bronze altar that 
that they may have compassion on them was before the LORD was too small to 
SI (for they are thy people, and thy receive the burnt offering and the cereal 
heritage, which thou didst bring out of offering and the fat pieces of the peace 
Egypt, from the midst of the iron offerings. 
furnace). s2 Let thy eyes be open to the 65 So Solomon held the feast at that 
supplication of thy servant, and to the time, and all Israel with him, a great 
supplication of thy people Israel, giving assembly, from the entrance of Hamath 
ear to them whenever they call to thee. to the Brook of Egypt, before the LORD 
53 For thou didst separate them from our God, seven days.b 66 On the eighth 
fJ Gk: Heb seven days and seven days,fourree11 day~ 8.62-66: 2 Chron 7.4-10. 
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Jay he sent the people away; and they as he desired, King Solomon gave to 
blessed the king, and went to their Hiram twenty cities in the land of 
homes joyful and glad of heart for all Galilee. 12 But when Hiram came from 
the goodness that the LORD had shown Tyre to see the cities which Solomon 
to David his servant and to Israel his had given him, they did not please him. 
people. 13 Therefore he said, "What kind of 

9 When Solomon had finished build- cities are these which you have given 
ing the house of the LORD and the me, my brother?" So they are called the 

king's house and all that Solomon de- land of Cabul to this day. 14 Hiram had 
sired to build, 2 the LORD appeared to sent to the king one hundred and twenty 
Solomon a second time, as he had ap- talents of gold. 
peared to him at Gibeon. JAnd the 15 And this is the account of the 
LORD said to him, "I have heard your forced labor which King Solomon 
prayer and your supplication, which you levied to build the house of the LORD 
have made before me; I have con- and his own house and the Millo and 
secrated this house which you have the wall of Jerusalem and Hazor and 
built, and put my name there for ever; Megid'do and Gezer 16 (Pharaoh king 
my eyes and my heart will be there for of Egypt had gone up and captured 
all time. 4And as for you, if you will Gezer and burnt it with fire, and had 
walk before me, as David your father slain the Canaanites who dwelt in the 
walked, with integrity of heart and up- city, and had given it as dowry to his 
rightness, doing according to all that I daughter, Solomon's wife; 17 so Solo
have commanded you, and keeping my mon rebuilt Gezer) and Lower Beth
statutes and my ordinances, s then I horon lB and Ba'alath and Tamar in the 
will establish your royal throne over wilderness, in the land of Judah,d 19 and 
Israel for ever, as I promised David all the store-cities that Solomon had, 
your father, saying, 'There shall not and the cities for his chariots, and the 
fail you a man upon the throne of cities for his horsemen, and whatever 
Israel.' 6 But if you turn aside from Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, 
following me, you or your children, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his 
do not keep my commandments and my dominion. 20All the people who were 
statutes which I have set before you, but left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
go and s-:rve other gods :-nd worship Per'izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'u
them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from sites, who were not of the people of 
the land which I have given them; and Israel- 21 their descendants who were 
the house which I have consecrated for left after them in the land, whom the 
my name I will cast out of my sight; and people of Israel were unable to destroy 
Israel will become a proverb and a by- utterly-these Solomon made a forced 
word among all peoples. 8And this levy of slaves, and so they are to this 
house will become a heap of ruins;c day. 22 But of the people of Israel Solo
everyone passing by it will be as ton- mon made no slaves; they were the 
ished, and will hiss; and they will say, soldiers, they were his officials, his 
'Why has the LORD done thus to this commanders, his captains, his chariot 
land and to this house?' 9 Then they commanders and his horsemen. 
will say, 'Because they forsook the 23 These were the chief officers who 
LORD their God who brought their were over Solomon's work: five hun
fathers out of the land of Egypt, and dred and fifty, who had charge of the 
laid hold on other gods, and worshiped people who carried on the work. 
them and served them; therefore the 24 But Pharaoh's daughter went up 
LORD has brought all this evil upon from the city of David to her own house 
them.'" which Solomon had built for her; then 

Ill At the end of twenty years, in he built the Millo. 
which Solomon had built the two 25 Three times a year Solomon used 
houses, the house of the LORD and the to offer up burnt offerings and peace 
king's house, 11 and Hiram king of offerings upon the altar which he built 
Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar to the LORD, burning incense' before 
and cypress timber and gold, as much the LORD. So he finished the house. 

;,~:'.~:~1 ikra~~n ~-~{_~figh9. 1~ .. ~~ JaC'hr~~ ~~~~~S. "Gk: Heb burning incense with it which 
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26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships brought from Ophir a very great amount 

at E'zion-ge'ber, which is near Eloth on of almug wood and precious stones. 
the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of 12And the king made of the almug wood 
Edom. 27 And Hiram sent with the fleet supports for the house of the LORD, and 
his servants, seamen who were familiar for the king's house, lyres also and 
with the sea, together with the servants harps for the singers; no such almug 
of Solomon; 28 and they went to Ophir, wood has come or been seen, co this day. 
and brought from there gold, to the 13 And King Solomon gave to the 
amount of four hundred and twenty queen of Sheba all that she desired, 
talents; and they brought it to King whatever she asked besides what was 
Solomon. given her by the bounty of King Solo-

10 Now when the queen of Sheba mon. So she turned and went back to 
heard of the fame of Solomon her own land, with her servants. 

concerning the name of the LORD, she 14 Now the weight of gold that came 
came to test him with hard questions. to Solomon in one year was six hundred 
2 She came to Jerusalem with a very and sixty-six talents of gold, Io besides 
great retinue, with camels bearing that which came from the traders and 
spices, and very much gold, and from the traffic of the merchants, and 
precious stones; and when she came to from all the kings of Arabia and from 
Solomon, she told him all that was on the governors of the land. 16 King Solo
her mind. 3And Solomon answered all mon made two hundred large shields ol 
her questions; there was nothing hidden beaten gold; six hundred shekels of gold 
from the king which he could not ex- went into each shield. I 7 And he made 
plain to her. 4And when the queen of three hundred shields of beaten gold; 
Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solo- three minas of gold went into each 
mon, the house that he had built, 5 the shield; and the king put them in the 
food of his table, the seating of his House of the Forest of Lebanon. I' The 
officials, and the attendance of his king also made a great ivory throne, and 
servants, their clothing, his cupbearers, overlaid it with the finest gold. I Y The 
and his burnt offerings which he offered throne had six steps, and at the back uf 
at the house of the LORD, there was no the throne was a calfs head, and on 
more spirit in her. each side of the seat were arm rests and 

6 And she said to the king, "The two lions standing beside the arm resb, 
report was true which I heard in my 20 while twelve lions stood there, one on 
own land of your affairs and of your each end of a step on the six steps. The 
wisdom, 7 but I did not believe the re- like of it was never made in any king
ports until I came and my own eyes had dom. 2IAll King Solomon's drinking 
seen it; and, behold, the half was not vessels were of gold, and ail the \·essels 
told me; your wisdom and prosperity of the House of the Forest of Lebanon 
surpass the report which I heard. were of pure gold; none were of silver. 
8 Happy are your wives !f Happy are it was not considered as anything in th<· 
these your servants, who continually days of Solomon. 22 For the king had a 
stand before you and hear your wis- fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with 
dom ! 9 Blessed be the LORD your God, the fleet of Hiram. Once ever\' three 
who has delighted in you and set you years the fleet of ships of Tarshi°sh used 
on the throne of Israel! Because the to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, 
LORD loved Israel for ever, he has apes, and peacocks." 
made you king, that you may execute 23 Thus King Solomon excdkd all 
justice and righteousness." 10 Then she the kings of the earth in riches and Ill 
gave the king a hundred and twenty wisdom. 2~And the whole earth sough1 
talents of gold, and a very great quantity the presence of Solomon to hear hi' 
of spices, and precious stones; never wisdom, which God had put into his 
again came such an abundance of spices mind. 25 Every one of them brought his 
as these which the queen of Sheba gave present, articles of silver and gold, 
to King Solomon. garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and 

11 Moreover the fleet of Hiram, mules, so much year by year. 
which brought gold from Ophir, 26 And Solomon gathered togeth<'t 
f Gk Syr: Heb men fJ Or baboons 
10.1-29: 2 Chron 9.1-28. 
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chariots and horsemen; he had fourteen manded you, I will surely tear the king
hundred chariots and twelve thousand dom from you and will give it to your 
horsemen, whom he stationed in the servant. 12 Yet for the sake of David 
chariot cities and with the king in Jeru- your father I will not do it in your days, 
~alem. 27And the king made silver as but I will tear it out of the hand of your 
common in Jerusalem as scone, and he son. I.l However I will not tear away all 
made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore the kingdom; but I will give one tribe 
of the Shephe'lah. 2XAnd Solomon's to your son, for the sake of David my 
import of horses was from Egypt and servant and for the sake of Jerusalem 
Ku'e, and the king's traders received which I have chosen." 
them from Ku'e at a price. 2'1A chariot I<! And the LORD raised up an ad
could be imported from Egypt for six vcrsary against Solomon, Hadad the 
hundred shekels of silver, and a horse E'domitc; he was of the royal house in 
for a hundred and fifty; and so through Edom. 15 For when David was in 
the king's traders they were exported to Edom, and Jo'ab the commander of the 
all the kings of the Hittites and the army went up to bury the slain, he slew 
kings of Syria. every male in Edom 16 (for Jo'ab and all 

11 Now King Solomon loved many Israel remained there six months, until 
foreign women: the daughter of he had cut off every male in Edom); 

Pharaoh, and Moabite, Arnmonite, 17 but Hadad fled to Egypt, together 
E'domite, Sido'nian, and Hittite women, with certain Edomites of his father's 
2 from the nations concerning which the servants, Hadad being yet a little child. 
LORD had said to the people of Israel, 1 x They set out from Mid'ian and came 
"You shall not enter ir.to marriage with co Paran, and took men with them from 
them, neither shall they with you, for Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh 
surely they will cum away your heart king of Egypt, who gave him a house, 
after their gods"; Solomon clung to and assigned him an allowance of food, 
these in love. ·1 He had seven hundred and gave him land. 19And Hadad found 
wives, princesses, and three hundred great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so 
concubines; and his wives turned away that he gave him in marriage the sister 
his heart. 4 For when Solomon was old of his own wife, the sister of Tah'penes 
his wives turned away his heart after the queen. 20And the sister ofTah'penes 
other gods; and his heart was not wholly bore him Genu'bath his son, whom 
true to the LORD his God, as was the Tah'penes weaned in Pharaoh's house, 
heart of David his father. 'For Solo- and Genu'bath was in Pharaoh's house 
mon went after Ash'toreth the goddess among the sons of Pharaoh. 21 But 
of the Sido'nians, and after Milcom the when Hadad heard in Egypt that David 
abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So slept with his fathers and that Jo'ab the 
Solomon did what was evil in the sight commander of the army was dead, 
of the LORD, and did not wholly follow Hadad said to Pharaoh, "Let me de
the LORD, as David his father had done. part, that I may go to my own country." 
1 Then Solomon built a high place for 22 But Pharaoh said to him, "What have 
Chcmosh the abomination of Moab, you lacked with me that you are now 
and for Molech the abomination of the seeking to go to your own country?" 
Ammonites, on the mountain east of And he said to him, "Only let me go." 
Jerusalem. 'And so he did for all his 23 God also raised up as an adversary 
foreign wives, who burned incense and to him, Rezon the son of Eli'ada, who 
sacrificed to their gods. had fled from his master Hadade'zer 

9 And the LoRD was angry with Solo- king of Zobah. 24And he gathered men 
mun, because his heart had turned away about him and became leader of a 
from the LORD, the God of Israel, who marauding band, after the slaughter by 
had appeared to him twice, 10 and had David; and they went to Damascus, and 
commanded him concerning this thing, dwelt there, and made him king in 
that he should not go after other gods; Damascus. 25 He was an adversary of 
hut he did not keep what the LORD Israel all the days of Solomon, doing 
commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said mischief as Hadad did; and he abhorred 
lO Solomon, "Since this has been your Israel, and reigned over Syria. 
mind and you have not kept my cove- 26 Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, an 
nant and my statutes which I have com- E'phraimite of Zer'edah, a servant of 
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Solomon, whose mother's name was I builc for David, and I will give Israel 
Zeru'ah, a widow, also lifted up his co you. 39And I will for this afflicr the 
hand against che king. 27And chis was descendants of David, bur nor for 
the reason why he lifted up his hand ever.' " 40 Solomon sought therefore to 
against che king. Solomon built che kill Jerobo'am; bur Jerobo'am arose, 
Millo, and closed up che breach of che and fled into Egypt, co Shishak king of 
city of David his father. 28 The man Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death 
Jerobo'am was very able, and when of Solomon. 
Solomon saw that the young man was 41 Now the rest of the aces of Solo-
industrious he gave him charge over all mon, and all that he did, and his wis
che forced labor of che house of Joseph. dom, are they not wrinen in the book 
2YAnd ac that rime, when Jerobo'am of the aces of Solomon? 42And the time 
went our of Jerusalem, che prophet that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over 
Ahi'jah the Shi'lonite found him on the all Israel was forty years. 43And Solo
road. Now Ahi'jah had clad himself mon slept with his father.;, and was 
wich a new garment; and the cwo of buried in che city of David his father; 
them were alone in che open country. and Rehobo'am his son reigned in his 
30 Then Ahi'jah laid hold of che new stead. 
garment char was on him, and tore it 12 Rehobo'am went to Shechem. 
into twelve pieces. 3IAnd he said to for all Israel had come co She-
Jerobo'am, "Take for yourself cen chem co make him king. 2And when 
pieces; for chus says the LORD, the God Jerobo'am the son of Nebac heard of it 
of Israel, 'Behold, I am about to rear the (for he was still in Egypt, whither he 
kingdom from che hand of Solomon, had fled from King Solomon), then 
and will give you ten tribes 32 (bur he Jerobo'am returned fromi Egypt. 3And 
shall have one tribe, for the sake of my they sent and called him; and Jerobo'am 
servant David and for che sake of and all the assembly of Israel came and 
Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen said to Rehobo'am, 4 "Your father made 
our of all che tribes of Israel), 33 because our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten 
he has" forsaken me, and worshiped the hard service of your father and his 
Ash'torech che goddess of che Sido'- heavy yoke upon us, and we will serve 
nians, Chemosh che god of Moab, and you." 5 He said to them, "Depart for 
Milcom che god of che Anunonices, and three days, then come again to me." Su 
has" not walked in my ways, doing whac the people went away. 
is right in my sight and keeping my 6 Then King Rehobo'am took coun
statutes and my ordinances, as David sel with the old men, who had stood 
his father did. 34 Nevertheless I will nor before Solomon his father while he was 
cake che whole kingdom our of his hand; yec alive, saying, "How do you advise 
bur I will make him ruler all che days of me co answer this people?" 7 And they 
his life, for the sake of David my servant said co him, "If you will be a servant to 
whom I chose, who kept my command- this people today and serve them, and 
ments and my scacuces; 35 but I will speak good words co them when you 
cake che kingdom our of his son's hand, answer them, then they will be your 
and will give ic co you, cen tribes. 36 Yee servants for ever." 8 Bue he for.;ook the 
co his son I will give one tribe, chat counsel which the old men gave him, 
David my servant may always have a and cook counsel with the young men 
lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city who had grown up with him and stood 
where I have chosen co puc my name. before him. 9And he said co them, 
37And I will cake you, and you shall "Whac do you advise that we answer 
reign over all chat your soul desires, and chis people who have said to me, 
you shall be king over Israel. 3HAnd if 'Lighten the yoke that your father put 
you will hearken to all that I command upon us'?" IOAnd the young men who 
you, and will walk in my ways, and do had grown up with him said co him, 
whac is right in my eyes by keeping my "Thus shall you speak to this people 
scacuces and my commandments, as who said to you, 'Your father made our 
David my servant did, I will be with yoke heavy, but do you lighten it for 
you, and will build you a sure house, as us'; thus shall you say co them, 'My 
11 Gk Syr Vg: Heb they have ' Gk Vg Compare 2 Chron I0.2: Heb dwe/1 in 
11.42-43: 2 Chron 9.30-31. 12.1-19: 2 Chron 10.1-19. 
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little finger is thicker than my father's 
loins. "And now, whereas my father 
laid upon you a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke. My father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions.' " 

12 So Jerobo'am and all the people 
came to Rehobo'am the third day, as 
the king said, "Come to me again the 
third day." llAnd the king answered the 
people harshly, and forsaking the coun
sel which the old men had given him, 
14 he spoke to them according to the 
counsel of the young men, saying, "My 
father made your yoke heavy, but I will 
add to your yoke; my father chastised 
you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions." IS So the king did not 
hearken to the people; for it was a turn 
of affairs brought about by the LORD 
that he might fulfil his word, which the 
LORD spoke by Ahi'jah the Shi'lonite to 
Jerobo'am the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the 
king did not hearken to them, the people 
answered the king, 

"What portion have we in David? 
We have no inheritance in the son 

of Jesse. 
To your tents, 0 Israel! 

Look now to your own house, 
David." 

So Israel departed to their tents. 17 But 
Rehobo'am reigned over the people of 
Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 
IK Then King Rehobo'am sent Ado'
ram, who was taskmaster over the 
forced labor, and all Israel stoned him 
to death with stones. And King Re
hobo'am made haste to mount his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel 
has been in rebellion against the house 
of David to this day. 20And when all 
Israel heard that J erobo'am had re
turned, they sent and called him to the 
assembly and made him king over all 
Israel. There was none that followed 
the house of David, but the tribe of 
Judah only. 

21 When Rchobo'am came to Jeru
salem, he assembled all the house of 
Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin, a 
hundred and eighty thousand chosen 
warriors, to fight against th~ house of 
Israel, to restore the kingdom to Re
hobo'am the son of Solomon. 22 But the 
word of God came to Shemai'ah the 
I Gk; Heh WOii f(J the m1e Q.{ far CH ncm 
12.22-24: 2 Chrun 11.1-4. 

man of God: 23 "Say to Rehobo'am 
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and 
to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, 
and to the rest of the people, 24 'Thus 
says the LORD, You shall not go up or 
fight against your kinsmen the people of 
Israel. Return every man to his home, 
for this thing is from me.' " So they 
hearkened to the word of the LORD, and 
went home again, according to the word 
of the LORD. 

25 Then Jerobo'am built Shechem 
in the hill country of E'phraim, and 
dwelt there; and he went out from there 
and built Penu'el. 26And Jerobo'am said 
in his heart, "Now the kingdom will 
turn back to the house of David; 27 if 
this people go up to offer sacrifices in 
the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, 
then the heart of this people will turn 
again to their lord, to Rehobo'am king 
of Judah, and they will kill me and re
turn to Rehobo'am king of Judah." 
2K So the king took counsel, and made 
two calves of gold. And he said to the 
people, "You have gone up to Jerusalem 
long enough. Behold your gods, 0 
Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt." 29And he set one in 
Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 
lOAnd this thing became a sin, for the 
people went to the one at Bethel and to 
the other as far as Dan.J JI He also made 
houses on high places, and appointed 
priests from among all the people, who 
were not of the Levites .. l2And Jerobo'
am appointed a feast on the fifteenth day 
of the eighth month like the feast that 
was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices 
upon the altar; so he did in Bethel, 
sacrificing to the calves that he had 
made. And he placed in Bethel the 
priests of the high places that he had 
made. ll He went up to the altar which 
he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth 
day in the eighth month, in the month 
which he had devised of his own heart; 
and he ordained a feast for the people of 
Israel, and went up to the altar to burn 
incense. 

13 And behold, a man of God 
came out of Judah by the word of 

the LORD to Bethel. Jerobo'am was 
standing by the altar to burn incense. 
2And the man cried against the altar by 
the word of the LORD, and said, "O 
altar, altar, thus says the LORD: 'Behold, 
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a son shall be born to the house of home with me and eat bread." I6And he 
David, Josi' ah by name; and he shall said, "I may not return with you, or 
sacrifice upon you the priests of the high go in with you; neither will I eat bread 
places who burn incense upon you, and nor drink water with you in this place; 
men's bones shall be burned upon 17 for it was said to me by the word of 
you.' " ·1And he gave a sign the same the LORD, 'You shall neither eat bread 
day, saying, "This is the sign that the nor drink water there, nor return by the 
LORD has spoken: 'Behold, the altar way that you came.' " 18And he said to 
shall be torn down, and the ashes that him, "I also am a prophet as you are, 
are upon it shall be poured out.' " •And and an angel spoke to me by the word of 
when the king heard the saying of the the LORD, saying, 'Bring him back with 
man of God, which he cried against the you into your house that he may eat 
altar at Bethel, Jerobo'am stretched out bread and drink water.'" But he lied to 
his hand from the altar, saying, "Lay him. 19 So he went back with him, and 
hold of him." And his hand, which he ate bread in his house, and drank water. 
stretched out against him, dried up, so 20 And as they sat at the table, the 
that he could not draw it back to him- word of the LORD came to the prophet 
self. 5 The altar also was torn down, and who had brought him back; 21 and he 
the ashes poured out from the altar, cried to the man of God who came from 
according to the sign which the man of Judah, "Thus says the LORD, 'Because 
God had given by the word of the you have disobeyed the word of the 
LORD. 0And the king said to the man of LORD, and have not kept the command
God, "Entreat now the favor of the ment which the LORD your God com 
LORD your God, and pray for me, that manded you, 22 but have come back, 
my hand may be restored to me." And and have eaten bread and drunk water 
the man of God entreated the LORD; in the place of which he said to you, 
and the king's hand was restored to him, "Eat no bread, and drink no water"; 
and became as it was before. 7And the your body shall not come to the tomb 
king said to the man of God, "Come of your fathers.' " 2lAnd after he had 
home with me, and refresh yourself, and eaten bread and drunk, he saddled the 
I will give you a reward." 8And the man ass for the prophet whom he had 
of God said to the king, "If you give me brought back. 24And as he went away a 
half your house, I will not go in with lion met him on the road and killeJ 
you. And I will not eat bread or drink him. And his body was thrown in the 
water in this place; 9 for so was it com- road, and the ass stood beside it; the 
manded me by the word of the LORD, lion also stood beside the body. 25And 
saying, 'You shall neither eat bread, nor behold, men passed by, and saw the 
drink water, nor return by the way that body thrown in the road, and the lion 
you came.' " IO So he went another way, standing by the body. And they came 
and did not return by the way that he and told it in the city where the old 
came to Bethel. prophet dwelt. 

11 Now there dwelt an old prophet 26 And when the prophet who had 
in Bethel. And his sons• came and told brought him back from the way hearJ 
him all that the man of God had done of it, he said, "It is the man of God, 
that day in Bethel; the words also which who disobeyed the word of the LORD; 
he had spoken to the king, they told to therefore the LORD has given him to the 
their father. I2And their father said to lion, which has tom him and slain him, 
them, "Which way did he go?" And according to the word which the LORD 
his sons showed him the way which the spoke to him." 27And he said to his 
man of God who came from Judah had sons, "Saddle the ass for me." And they 
gone. 13And he said to his sons, "Saddle saddled it. 28And he went and found his 
the ass for me." So they saddled the ass body thrown in the road, and the ass 
for him and he mounted it. I4And he and the lion standing beside the body. 
went after the man of God, and found The lion had not eaten the body or torn 
him sitting under an oak; and he said to the ass. 29And the prophet took up the 
him, "Are you the man of God who body of the man of God and laid it upon 
came from Judah?" And he said, "I the ass, and brought it back to the city,' 
am." 15 Then he said to him, "Come to mourn and to bury him. lOAnd he 
k Gk Syr Vg: Heb so11 1 Gk: Heb he L·ame 10 the ciry of the old propht't 
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laid the body in his own grave; and they have gone and made for yourself other 
mourned over him, saying, "Alas, my gods, and molten images, provoking 
brother!" 31And after he had buried me to anger, and have cast me behind 
him, he said to his sons, "When I die, your back; 10 therefore behold, I will 
bury me in the grave in which the man bring evil upon the house of Jerobo'am, 
of God is buried; lay my bones beside and will cut off from Jerobo'am every 
his bones. 32 For the saying which he male, both bond and free in Israel, and 
cried by the word of the LORD against will utterly consume the house of 
the altar in Bethel, and against all the Jerobo'am, as a man burns up dung 
houses of the high places which are in until it is all gone. 11Any one belonging 
the cities of Samar'ia, shall surely come to Jerobo'am who dies in the city the 
to pass." dogs shall eat; and any one who dies in 

33 After this thing Jerobo'am did not the open country the birds of the air 
tum from his evil way, but made priests shall eat; for the LORD has spoken it." ' 
for the high places again from among 12Arise therefore, go to your house. 
all the people; any who would, he con- When your feet enter the city, the child 
secrated to be priests of the high places. shall die. BAnd all Israel shall mourn 
:l4And this thing became sin to the house for him, and bury him; for he only of 
of Jerobo'am, so as to cut it off and to Jerobo'am shall come to the grave, be
destroy it from the face of the earth. cause in him there is found something 

14 At that time Abi'jah the son of pleasing to the LORD, the God of Israel, 
jerobo'am fell sick. 2And Jerobo'- in the house of Jerobo'am. 14 Moreover 

am said to his wife, "Arise, and disguise the LORD will raise up for himself a king 
yourself, that it be not known that you over Israel, who shall cut off the house 
are the wife of Jerobo'am, and go to of Jerobo'am today. And henceforchm 
Shiloh; behold, Ahi'jah the prophet is 15 the LORD will smite Israel, as a reed 
there, who said of me that I should be is shaken in the water, and root up 
king over this people. 3 Take with you Israel out of this good land which he 
ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of gave to their fathers, and scatter them 
honey, and go to him; he will tell you beyond the Eu-phra'tes, because they 
what shall happen to the child." have made their Ashe'rim, provoking 

4 Jerobo'am's wife did so; she arose, the LORD to anger. 16And he will give 
and went to Shiloh, and came to the Israel up because of the sins of Jerobo'
house of Ahi'jah. Now Ahi'jah could am, which he sinned and which he made 
not see, for his eyes were dim because Israel to sin." 
of his age. 5And the LORD said to Ahi'- 17 Then Jerobo'am's wife arose, and 
iah, "Behold, the wife of Jerobo'am is departed, and came to Tirzah. And as 
coming to inquire of you concerning her she came to the threshold of the house, 
son; for he is sick. Thus and thus shall the child died. lMAnd all Israel buried 
you say to her." him and mourned for him, according to 

When she came, she pretended to the word of the LORD, which he spoke 
be another woman. 6 But when Ahi'jah by his servant Ahi'jah the prophet. 
heard the sound of her feet, as she came 19 Now the rest of the acts of Jerobo'am, 
in at the door, he said, "Come in, wife how he warred and how he reigned, be
of Jerobo'am; why do you pretend to be hold, they are written in the Book of the 
another? For I am charged with heavy Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 20And 
tidings for you. 7 Go, tell Jerobo'am, the time that Jerobo'am reigned was 
'Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: rwenty-two years; and he slept with his 
"Because I exalted you from among the fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in 
people, and made you leader over my his stead. 
people Israel, 8 and tore the kingdom 21 Now Rehobo'am the son of Solo
'.1Way from the house of David and gave mon reigned in Judah. Rehobo'am was 
It to you; and yet you have not been like forty-one years old when he began to 
my servant David, who kept my com- reign, and he reigned seventeen years in 
mandments, and followed me with all Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had 
his heart, doing only that which was chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to 
right in my eyes, 9 but you have done put his name there. His mother's name 
evil above all that were before you and was Na'amah the Ammonitess. 22And 
"' Heb obscure 
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Judah did what was evil in the sight of war between Rehobo'am and Jerobo'am 
the LORD, and they provoked him to all the days of his life. 7 The rest of the 
jealousy with their sins which they com- acts of Abi'jam, and all that he did, are 
mined, more than all that their fathers they not written in the Book of the 
had done. 23 For they also built for Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? And 
themselves high places, and pillars, and there was war between Abi'jam and 
Ashe'rim on every high hill and under Jerobo'am. 8And Abi'jam slept with his 
every green tree; 24 and there were also fathers; and they buried him in the city 
male cult prostitutes in the land. They of David. And Asa his son reigned in 
did according to all the abominations of his stead. 
the nations which the LORD drove out Y ln the twentieth year of Jerobo'am 
before the people of Israel. king of Israel Asa began to reign over 

25 In the fifth year of King Rehobo'- Judah, 10 and he reigned forty-one 
am, Shishak king of Egypt came up years in Jerusalem. His mother's name 
against Jerusalem; 26 he took away the was Ma'acah the daughter of Abish'
treasures of the house of the LORD and alom. II And Asa did what was right in 
the treasures of the king's house; he the eyes of the LORD, as David his 
took away everything. He also took away father had done. 12 He put away the 
all the shields of gold which Solomon male cult prostitutes out of the land, 
had made; 27 and King Rehobo'am and removed all the idols that his fathers 
made in their stead shields of bronze, had made. 13 He also removed Ma'acah 
and committed them to the hands of the his mother from being queen mother 
officers of the guard, who kept the door because she had an abominable image 
of the king's house. 28And as often as made for Ashe'rah; and Asa cut down 
the king went into the house of the her image and burned it at the brook 
LORD, the guard bore them and brought Kidron. 14 But the high places were not 
them back to the guardroom. taken away. Nevertheless the heart of 

29 Now the rest of the acts of Re- Asa was wholly true to the LORD all his 
hobo'am, and all that he did, are they days. I5And he brought into the house 
not written in the Book of the Chron- of the LORD the votive gifts of his father 
ides of the Kings of Judah? 30And there and his own votive gifts, silver, and 
was war between Rehobo'am and Jero- gold, and vessels. 
bo'am continually. 3IAnd Rehobo'am 16 And there was war between Asa 
slept with his fathers and was buried and Ba'asha king of Israel all their days. 
with his fathers in the city of David. 17 Ba' asha king of Israel went up against 
His mother's name was Na'amah the Judah, and built Ramah, that he might 
Arnmonitess. And Abi'jam his son permit no one to go out or come in to 
reigned in his stead. Asa king of Judah. 18 Then Asa took all 

15 Now in the eighteenth year of the silver and the gold that were left in 
King Jerobo'am the son of the treasures of the house of the LoRn 

Nebat, Abi'jam began to reign over and the treasures of the king's house. 
Judah. 2 He reigned for three years in and gave them into the hands of his 
Jerusalem. His mother's name was servants; and King Asa sent them to 
Ma'acah the daughter of Abish'alom. Ben-ha' dad the son of Tabrim'mon, the 
3And he walked in all the sins which his son of He'zi-on, king of Syria, who 
father did before him; and his heart dwelt in Damascus, saying, 19 "Let 
was not wholly true to the LORD his there be a league between me and you, 
God, as the heart of David his father. as between mv father and vour father· 
4 Nevertheless for David's sake the behold, I am ·sending to you a present 
LORD his God gave him a lamp in of silver and gold; go, break your league 
Jerusalem, setting up his son after him, with Ba'asha king of Israel, that he may 
and establishing Jerusalem; 5 because withdraw from me." 20And Ben-ha'dad 
David did what was right in the eyes of hearkened to King Asa, and sent the 
the LORD, and did not turn aside from commanders of his armies against che 
anything that he commanded him all cities of Israel, and conquered l'jon, 
the days of his life, except in the matter Dan, A'bel-beth-ma'acah, and all Chin'
of Uri'ah the Hittite. 6 Now there was neroth, with all the land of Naph'tali. 
14.25-31: 2 Chron 12.1-16. 15.1-2, 7: 2 Chron 13.1-2. 15.8-12: 2 Chron 14.1-5. 
15.13-22: 2 Chron 15.16-16.6. 
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21And when Ba'asha heard of it, he 16 And the word of the LORD came 
stopped building Ramah, and he dwelt to Jehu the son of Hana'ni against 
in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa made a Ba'asha, saying, 2 "Since I exalted you 
proclamation to all Judah, none was out of the dust and made you leader 
exempt, and they carried away the over my people Israel, and you have 
stones of Ramah and its timber, with walked in the way of Jerobo'am, and 
which Ba'asha had been building; and have made my people Israel to sin, 
with them King Asa built Geba of provoking me to anger with their sins, 
Benjamin and Mizpah. 23 Now the rest 3 behold, I will utterly sweep away 
of all the acts of Asa, all his might, and Ba'asha and his house, and I will make 
all that he did, and the cities which he your house like the house of Jerobo'am 
built, are they not written in the Book the son of Nebat. 4Any one belonging 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? to Ba'asha who dies in the city the dogs 
But in his old age he was diseased in his shall eat; and any one of his who dies in 
feet. 24And Asa slept with his fathers, the field the birds of the air shall 
and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David his father; and Jehosh'
aphat his son reigned in his stead. 

25 Nadab the son of Jerobo'am began 
to reign over Israel in the second year 
of Asa king of Judah; and he reigned 
over Israel two years. 26 He did what 
was evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
walked in the way of his father, and in 
his sin which he made Israel to sin. 

27 Ba'asha the son of Ahi'jah, of the 
house of Is'sachar, conspired against 
him; and Ba'asha struck him down at 
Gib'bethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel 
were laying siege to Gib'bethon. 28 So 
Ba'asha killed him in the third year of 
Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his 
stead. 29And as soon as he was king, he 
killed all the house of Jerobo'am; he 
left to the house of Jerobo'am not one 
thar breathed, until he had destroyed ir, 
according to the word of the LORD 
which he spoke by his servant Ahi'jah 
the Shi'lonite; 30 it was for the sins of 
Jerobo'am which he sinned and which 
he made Israel to sin, and because of the 
anger co which he provoked the LORD, 
the God of Israel. 

31 Now the resr of the acts of Nadab, 
and all that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Israel? J2And there was war 
berween Asa and Ba'asha king of Israel 
all their days. 

33 In the third year of Asa king of 
Judah, Ba'asha rhe son of Ahi'jah began 
to reign over all Israel at Tirzah, and 
reigned rwenty-four years. 34 He did 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
and walked in the way of Jerobo'am and 
in his sin which he made Israel to 
sin. 
15.23-24: 2 Chron 16.12-14. 15.24: 2 Chron 17. I. 

eat." 
5 Now the resr of rhe acts of Ba'asha, 

and whar he did, and his mighc, are they 
not written in rhe Book of the Chron
icles of rhe Kings of Israel? 6And Ba'
asha slepr with his fathers, and was 
buried ar Tirzah; and Elah his son 
reigned in his sread. 7 Moreover rhe 
word of the LORD came by the prophet 
Jehu rhe son of Hana'ni against Ba'asha 
and his house, both because of all the 
evil that he did in the sight of rhe 
LORD, provoking him to anger with the 
work of his hands, in being like the 
house of Jerobo'am, and also because he 
destroyed it. 

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa 
king of Judah, Elah the son of Ba'asha 
began to reign over Israel in Tirzah, and 
reigned two years. 9 But his servant 
Zimri, commander of half his chariors, 
conspired againsr him. When he was at 
Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the 
house of Arza, who was over the house
hold in Tirzah, 10 Zimri came in and 
srruck him down and killed him, in rhe 
rwenty-seventh year of Asa king of 
Judah, and reigned in his stead. 

11 When he began to reign, as soon as 
he had seared himself on his throne, he 
killed all the house of Ba'asha; he did 
not leave him a single male of his kins
men or his friends. 12 Thus Zimri 
destroyed all the house of Ba'asha, 
according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spoke against Ba'asha by 
Jehu rhe prophet, 13 for all the sins of 
Ba'asha and the sins of Elah his son 
which they sinned, and which they made 
Israel to sin, provoking the LORD God of 
Israel to anger with rheir idols. 14 Now 
the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the Book 
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of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa 
king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven days 
in Tirzah. Now the troops were en
camped against Gib'bethon, which be
longed to the Philistines, lo and the 
troops who were encamped heard it 
said, "Zimri has conspired, and he has 
killed the king"; therefore all Israel 
made Omri, the commander of the 
army, king over Israel that day in the 
camp. 17 So Omri went up from Gib'
bethon, and all Israel with him, and 
they besieged Tirzah. l~And when 
Zimri saw that the city was taken, he 
went into the citadel of the king's house, 
and burned the king's house over him 
with fire, and died, 19 because of his sins 
which he committed, doing evil in the 
sight of the LORD, walking in the way of 
Jerobo'am, and for his sin which he 
committed, making Israel to sin. 20 Now 
the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the 
conspiracy which he made, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel? 

21 Then the people of Israel were 
divided into two parts; half of the peo
ple followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to 
make him king, and half followed Omri. 
22 But the people who followed Omri 
overcame the people who followed 
Tibni the son of Ginath; so Tibni died, 
and Omri became king. 23 In the thirty
first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri 
began to reign over Israel, and reigned 
for twelve years; six years he reigned in 
Tirzah. 24 He bought the hill of Sa
mar'ia from Shemer for two talents of 
silver; and he fortified the hill, and 
called the name of the city which he 
built, Sarnar'ia, after the name of 
Shemer, the owner of the hill. 

25 Omri did what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD, and did more evil 
than all who were before him. 26 For he 
walked in all the way of Jerobo'am the 
son of Nebat, and in the sins which he 
made Israel to sin, provoking the 
LORD, the God of Israel, to anger by 
their idols. 27 Now the rest of the acts of 
Omri which he did, and the might that 
he showed, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 28And Omri slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in Sarnar' -
" Gk: Heb of the seu/er-s 
18.34: Josh 6.26. 17.1: Rev 11.6. 17.8-16: Lk 4.25-26. 

ia; and Ahab his son reigned in his 
stead. 

29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa 
king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri 
began to reign over Israel, and Ahab the 
son of Omri reigned over Israel in 
Samar'ia twenty-two years. 3<lAnd Ahab 
the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
the LORD more than all that were before 
him. II And as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jerobo'am 
the son of Nebat, he took for wife Jez -
ebel the daughter of Ethba'al king of the 
Sido'nians, and went and served Ba'al, 
and worshiped him. 32 He erected an 
altar for Ba'al in the house of Ba'aL 
which he built in Samar'ia. -'-'And Ahah 
made an Ashe'rah. Ahab did more tn 
provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, 
to anger than all the kings of Israel who 
were before him. 34 In his davs Hi'el of 
Bethel built Jericho; he laid (rs founda
tion at the cost of Abi'ram his first
born, and set up its gates at the cost of 
his youngest son Segub, according to 
the word of the LORD, which he spoke 
by Joshua the son of Nun. 

17 Now Eli'jah the Tishbite, ol 
Tishbe" in Gilead, said to Ahab. 

"As the LORD the God of Israel lives, 
before whom I stand, there shall he 
neither dew nor rain these vears, except 
by my word." 2And the word of the 
LORD came to him, 3 "Depart from here 
and turn eastward, and hide yourself hy 
the brook Cherith, that is east of the 
Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the 
brook, and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed you there." 5 So he wenr 
and did according to the word of thl' 
LORD; he went and dwelt by the brook 
Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 0And 
the ravens brought him bread and mear 
in the morning, and bread and meat in 
the evening; and he drank from the 
brook. 7 And after a while the brook 
dried up, because there was no rain in 
the land. 

8 Then the word of the LORD came 
to him, 9 "Arise, go to Zar'ephath. 
which belongs to Sidon, and dwell 
there. Behold, I have commanded a 
widow there to feed you." 10 So he 
arose and went to Zar' ephath; and when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, 
a widow was there gathering sticks; and 
he called to her and said, "Bring me a 
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little water in a vessel, that I may third year, saying, "Go, show yourself 
drink." llAnd as she was going to bring to Ahab; and I will send rain upon the 
it, he called to her and said, "Bring me earth." 2 So Eli'jah went to show him
a morsel of bread in your hand." 12And self to Ahab. Now the famine was severe 
she said, "As the LORD your God lives, in Samar'ia. 3And Ahab called Obadi' -
J have nothing baked, only a handful of ah, who was over the household. (Now 
meal in a jar, and a little oil in a cruse; Obadi'ah revered the LORD greatly; 
and now, I am gathering a couple of 4 and when Jez'ebel cut off the prophets 
sticks, that I may go in and prepare it of the LORD, Obadi'ah took a hundred 
for myself and my son, that we may eat prophets and hid them by fifties in a 
it, and die." 1.1And Eli'jah said to her, cave, and fed them with bread and 
"Fear not; go and do as you have said; water.) SAnd Ahab said to Obadi'ah, 
but first make me a little cake of it and "Go through the land to all the springs 
bring it to me, and afterward make for of water and to all the valleys; perhaps 
your~elf and your son. 14 For thus says we may find grass and save the horses 
the LORD the God of Israel, 'The jar of and mules alive, and not lose some of 
meal shall not be spent, and the cruse of the animals." 6 So they divided the land 
oil shall not fail, until the day that the between them to pass through it; Ahab 
LORD sends rain upon the earth.' " went in one direction by himself, and 
l'And she went and did as Eli'jah said; Obadi'ah went in another direction by 
and she, and he, and her household ate himself. 
for many days. 1<i The jar of meal was 7 And as Obadi'ah was on the way, 
not spent, neither did the cruse of oil behold, Eli'jah met him; and Obadi'ah 
fail, according to the word of the LORD recognized him, and fell on his face, and 
which he spoke by Eli'jah. said, "ls it you, my lord Eli'jah?" 8And 

17 After this the son of the woman, he answered him, "It is I. Go, tell your 
the mistress of the house, became ill; lord, 'Behold, Eli'jah is here.' " 9And he 
and his illness was so severe that there said, "Wherein have I sinned, that you 
was no breath left in him. lHAnd she would give your servant into the hand of 
said to Eli'iah, "What have you against Ahab, to kill me? IUAs the LORD your 
me, 0 man of God? You have come to God lives, there is no nation or kingdom 
me to bring my sin to remembrance, whither my lord has not sent to seek 
and to cause the death of my son!" you; and when they would say, 'He 
19And he said to her, "Give me your is not here,' he would take an oath of the 
son." And he took him from her bosom, kingdom or nation, that they had not 
and carried him up into the upper found you. llAnd now you say, 'Go, 
chamber, where he lodged, and laid him tell your lord, "Behold, Eli'jah is 
upon his own bed. 20And he cried to the here."' 12And as soon as I have gone 
LORD, "O LORD my God, hast thou from you, the Spirit of the LORD will 
brought calamity even upon the widow carry you whither I know not; and so, 
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her when I come and tell Ahab and he can
son?" 21 Then he stretched himself not find you, he will kill me, although I 
upon the child three times, and cried your servant have revered the LORD 
to the LORD, "O LORD my God, let this from my youth. 13 Has it not been told 
child's soul come into him again." my lord what I did when Jez'ebel killed 
22And the LORD hearkened to the voice the prophets of the LORD, how I hid a 
of Eli 'jah; and the soul of the child came hundred men of the LORD'S prophets by 
into him again, and he revived. 23And fifties in a cave, and fed them with 
Eli'jah took the child, and brought him bread and water? I4And now you say, 
down from the upper chamber into the 'Go, tell your lord, "Behold, Eli'jah is 
house, and delivered him to his mother; here"'; and he will kill me." ISAnd 
and Eli'jah said, "See, your son lives." Eli'jah said, "As the LORD of hosts 
24 And the woman said to Eli'jah, "Now lives, before whom I stand, I will surely 
I know that you are a man of God, and show myself to him today.'' 16 So 
that the word of the LORD in your Obadi'ah went to meet Ahab, and told 
mouth is truth." him; and Ahab went to meet Eli'jah. 

18 After many days the word of the 17 When Ahab saw Eli'jah, Ahab said 
LORD came to Eli'jah, in the to him, "Is it you, you troubler of 

17.IH: Mt M.29; Mk 1.24; Jn 2.4. 
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Israel?" 18And he answered, "I have not altar of the LORD that had been thrown 
troubled Israel; but you have, and your down; 31 Eli'jah took twelve stones, 
father's house, because you have for- according to the number of the tribes of 
saken the commandments of the LORD the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of 
and followed the Ba'als. 19 Now there- the LORD came, saying, "Israel shall be 
fore send and gather all Israel to me at your name"; 32 and with the stones he 
Mount Carmel, and the four hundred built an altar in the name of the LORD. 
and fifty prophets of Ba'al and the four And he made a trench about the altar, as 
hundred prophets of Ashe'rah, who eat great as would contain two measures of 
at Jez'ebel's table." seed. 33And he put the wood in order, 

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on 
Israel, and gathered the prophets to- the wood. And he said, "Fill four jars 
gether at Mount Carmel. 21And Eli'jah with water, and pour it on the burnt 
came near to all the people, and said, offering, and on the wood." .14And he 
"How long will you go limping with said, "Do it a second time"; and they 
two different opinions? If the LORD is did it a second time. And he said, "Do 
God, follow him; but if Ba' al, then it a third time"; and they did it a third 
follow him." And the people did not time. 35And the water ran round about 
answer him a word. 22 Then Eli'jah said the altar, and filled the trench also with 
to the people, "I, even I only, am left a water. 
prophet of the LORD; But Ba'al's 36 And at the time of the offering of 
prophets are four hundred and fifty the oblation, Eli'jah the prophet came 
men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us; near and said, "O LORD, God of Abra
and let them choose one bull for them- ham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known 
selves, and cut it in pieces and lay it on this day that thou an God in Israel, and 
the wood, but put no fire to it; and I that I am thy servant, and that I have 
will prepare the other bull and lay it on done all these things at thy word. 
the wood, and put no fire to it. 24And 37Answer me, 0 LORD, answer me, that 
you call on the name of your god and I this people may know that thou, 0 
will call on the name of the LoRD; and LoRD, an God, and that thou hast 
the God who answers by fire, he is turned their hearts back." 38 Then the 
God." And all the people answered, fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the 
"It is well spoken." 25 Then Eli'jah said burnt offering, and the wood, and the 
to the prophets of Ba'al, "Choose for stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
yourselves one bull and prepare it first, water that was in the trench. .w Anc..l 
for you are many; and call on the name when all the people saw it, they fell on 
of your god, but put no fire to it." 26And their faces; and they said, "The LORD, 
they took the bull which was given he is God; the LORD, he is God." •OAnd 
them, and they prepared it, and called Eli'jah said to them, "Seize the proph
on the name of Ba'al from morning until ets of Ba'al; let not one of them escape." 
noon, saying, "O Ba'al, answer us!" And they seized them; and Eli "jah 
But there was no voice, and no one brought them down to the brook 
answered. And they limped about the Kishon, and killed them there. 
altar which they had made. 27And at 41 And Eli'jah said to Ahab, "Go up, 
noon Eli 'jah mocked them, saying, "Cry eat and drink; for there is a sound of the 
aloud, for he is a god; either he is mus- rushing of rain." •2 So Ahab went up to 
ing, or he has gone aside, or he is on a eat and to drink. And Eli"jah went up w 
journey, or perhaps he is asleep and the top of Carmel; and he bowed him
must be awakened." 28And they cried self down upon the earth, and put his 
aloud, and cut themselves after their face between his knees. •3And he said to 
custom with swords and lances, until his servant, "Go up now, look toward 
the blood gushed out upon them. 29And the sea." And he went up and looked, 
as midday passed, they raved on until and said, "There is nothing." And he 
the time of the offering of the oblation, said, "Go again seven times." -1-lAnd at 
but there was no voice; no one an- the seventh time he said, "Behold, a 
swered, no one heeded. little cloud like a man's hand is rising 

30 Then Eli'jah said to all the people, out of the sea." And he said, "Go uo, 
"Corne near to me"; and all the people say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot arid 
came near to him. And he repaired the go down, lest the rain stop you.' "•>And 
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in a little while che heavens grew black 
wich clouds and wind, and chere was a 
greac rain. And Ahab rode and went co 
Jezreel. 46And che hand ofche LORD was 
on Eli'jah; and he girded up his loins 
and ran before Ahab co Che entrance of 
Jezrecl. 

19 Ahab told Jez'ebel all that Eli'
jah had done, and how he had 

slain all che prophets wich che sword. 
2 Then Jcz'ebel sent a messenger to 
Eli'jah, saying, "So may che gods do to 
me, and more also, if I do not make your 
life as the life of one of them by chis 
time tomorrow." -1 Then he was afraid, 
and he arose and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to 
Judah, and left his servanc ch ere. 

4 Bue he himself went a day's journey 
into the wilderness, and came and sac 
down under a broom crec; and he asked 
that he might die, saying, "le is enough; 
now, 0 LORD, cake away my life; for I 
am no bctcer than my fathers." 5And he 
lay down and slepc under a broom tree; 
and behold, an angel touched him, and 
said to him, "Arise and cat." 6And he 
looked, and behold, cherc was at his 
head a cake baked on hoc stones and a 
jar of water. And he ate and drank, and 
lay down again. 7And che angel of che 
LORD came again a second time, and 
touched him, and said, "Arise and eat, 
else the journey will be too great for 
you." HAnd he arose, and ace and drank, 
and went in the scrength of that food 
forty days and forcy nights to Horeb che 
mount of God. 

9 And there he came to a cave, and 
lodged there; and behold, che word of 
che LORD came co him, and he said to 
him, "What are you doing here, Eli'
jah?" 10 He said, "I have been very 
jealous for the LORD, che God of hosts; 
for the people of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenanc, thrown down thy altars, 
and slain thy prophecs with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am lefc; and chey 
seek my life, to take it away." llAnd 
he said, "Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before che LORD." And behold, 
the LORD passed by, and a greac and 
strong wind rent Che mountains, and 
broke in pieces che rocks before chc 
LORD, but che LORD was noc in che 
wind; and alter che wind an earthquake, 
but the LORD was noc in the earthquake; 
12 and afcer che earthquake a fire, buc 
19.IO: Rom 11.2-3. 18.18: Rom 11.4. 

che LORD was not in che fire; and afcer 
che tire a scill small voice. 13And when 
Eli'jah heard ic, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and wenc ouc and scood ac the 
entrance of the cave. And behold, chere 
came a voice to him, and said, "Whal 
are you doing here, Eli'jah?" 14 He said, 
"I have been very jealous for che LORD, 
che God of hoses ; for the people of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
chrown down chy alcars, and slain chy 
prophecs with che sword; and I, even I 
only, am left; and chey seek my life, co 
take it away." 15And the LORD said co 
him, "Go, return on your way to che 
wilderness of Damascus; and when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Haz'ael co be 
king over Syria; 16 and Jehu che son of 
Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over 
Israel; and Eli 'sha the son of Shaphac of 
A'bel-meho'lah you shall anoint to be 
prophec in your place. 17 And him who 
escapes from che sword of Haza' el shall 
Jehu slay; and him who escapes from 
che sword of Jehu shall Eli'sha slay. 
18 Yee I will leave seven chousand in 
Israel, all the knees thac have nor bowed 
to Ba'al, and every mouth char has not 
kissed him." 

19 So he deparced from chere, and 
found Eli'sha the son of Shaphat, who 
was plowing, with cwelve yoke of oxen 
before him, and he was with che twelfch. 
Eli'jah passed by him and cast his 
mancle upon him. 20And he lefc the 
oxen, and ran afcer Eli'jah, and said, 
"Lee me kiss my facher and my mocher, 
and then I will follow you." And he said 
to him, "Go back again; for what have I 
done co you?" 21And he recurned from 
following him, and took che yoke of 
oxen, and slew them, and boiled cheir 
flesh wich che yokes of the oxen, and 
gave ic to the people, and chey ate. Then 
he arose and went after Eli'jah, and 
miniscered co him. 

20 Ben-ha'dad the king of Syria 
gathered all his army together; 

thircy-cwo kings were wich him, and 
horses and chariocs; and he went up and 
besieged Samar'ia, and foughc againsc it. 
2And he sent messengers into the cicy to 
Ahab king of Israel, and said co him, 
"Thus says Ben-ha'dad: .1 'Your silver 
and your gold are mine; your fairesc 
wives and children also are mine.' " 
4And che king of Israel answered, "As 
you say, my lord, 0 king, I am yours, 
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and all that I have." S The messengers are coming out from Samar'ia." 18 He 
came again, and said, "Thus says Ben- said, "If they have come out for peace, 
ha'dad: 'I sent to you, saying, "Deliver take them alive; or if they have come 
to me your silver and your gold, your out for war, take them alive." 
wives and your children"; 6 neverthe- 19 So these went out of the city, the 
less I will send my servants to you to- servants of the governors of the dis
morrow about this time, and they shall triers, and the army which followed 
search your house and the houses of them. 20And each killed his man; the 
your servants, and lay hands on what- Syrians fled and Israel pursued them, 
ever pleases them," and take it away.'" but Ben-ha'dad king of Syria escaped 

7 Then the king of Israel called all on a horse with horsemen. 21And the 
the ciders of the land, and said, "Mark, king of Israel went out, and captured" 
now, and see how this man is seeking the horses and chariots, and killed the 
trouble; for he sent to me for my wives Syrians with a great slaughter. 
and my children, and for my silver and 22 Then the prophet came near to the 
my gold, and I did not refuse him." king of Israel, and said to him, "Come, 
"And all the elders and all the people strengthen yourself, and consider well 
said to him, "Do not heed or consent." what you have to do; for in the spring 
9 So he said to the messengers of Ben- the king of Syria will come up against 
ha'dad, "Tell my lord the king, 'All that you."' 
you first demanded of your servant I 23 And the servants of the king of 
will do; but this thing I cannot do.' " Syria said to him, "Their gods are gods 
And the messengers departed and of the hills, and so they were stronger 
brought him word again. 10 Ben-ha'dad than we; but let us fight against them in 
sent to him and said, "The gods do so to the plain, and surely we shall be 
me, and more also, if the dust of Sa- stronger than they. 24And do this: re
mar'ia shall suffice for handfuls for all move the kings, each from his post, and 
the people who follow me." IIAnd the put commanders in their places; c5 and 
king of Israel answered, "Tell him, 'Let muster an army like the army that you 
not him that girds on his armor boast have lost, horse for horse, and chariot 
himself as he that puts it off.' " 12 When for chariot; then we will fight against 
Ben-ha' dad heard this message as he them in the plain, and surely we shall be 
was drinking with the kings in the stronger than they." And he hearkened 
booths, he said to his men, "Take your to their voice, and did so. 
positions." And they took their posi- 26 In the spring Ben-ha'dad mus-
tions against the city. tered the Syrians, and went up to 

13 And behold, a prophet came near Aphek, to fight against Israel. c7 And the 
to Ahab king of Israel and said, "Thus people of Israel were mustered, and 
says the LORD, Have you seen all this were provisioned, and went against 
great multitude? Behold, I will give it them; the people of Israel encamped 
into your hand this day; and you shall before them like two little flocks of 
know that I am the LORD." 14And Ahab goats, but the Syrians filled the country. 
said, "By whom?" He said, "Thus says 28And a man of God came near and said 
the LORD, By the servants of the govern- to the king of Israel, "Thus says the 
ors of the districts." Then he said, LORD, 'Because the Syrians have said, 
"Who shall begin the battle?" He an- "The LORD is a god of the hills but he is 
swercd, "You." IS Then he mustered not a god of the valleys," therefore I will 
the servants of the governors of the dis- give all this great multitude into your 
triers, and they were two hundred and hand, and you shall know that I am the 
thirty-two; and after them he mustered LORD.' " 2YAnd they encamped op
all the people of Israel, seven thousand. posite one another seven days. Then on 

16 And they went out at noon, while the seventh day the battle was joined: 
Ben-ha'dad was drinking himself drunk and the people of Israel smote of the 
in the booths, he and the thirty-two Syrians a hundred thousand foot 
kings who helped him. 17 The servants soldiers in one day. 30And the rest fled 
of the governors of the districts went into the city of Aphek; and the wall fell 
out first. And Ben-ha'dad sent out upon twenty-seven thousand men that 
scouts, and they reported to him, "Men were left. 

0 Gk Syr Vg: Heb you ''Gk: Heb smoh' 
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Ben-ha'dad also fled, and entered an him, "Thus says the LoRD, 'Because 

inner chamber in the city. 3IAnd his you have let go out of your hand the 
servants said to him, "Behold now, we man whom I had devoted to destruc
have heard that the kings of the house tion, therefore your life shall go for his 
of Israel are merciful kings; let us put life, and your people for his people.' " 
sackcloth on our loins and ropes upon 43And the king of Israel went to his 
our heads, and go out to the king of house resentful and sullen, and came 
Israel; perhaps he will spare your life." to Samar'ia. 
32 So they girded sackcloth on their 21 Now Naboth the Jez'reelite had 
loins, and put ropes on their heads, and a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the 
went to the king of Israel and said, palace of Ahab king of Samar'ia. 2And 
"Your servant Ben-ha'dad says, 'Pray, after this Ahab said to Naboth, "Give 
let me live.' " And he said, "Does he me your vineyard, that I may have it for 
still live? He is my brother." 33 Now the a vegetable garden, because it is near my 
men were watching for an omen, and house; and I will give you a better 
they quickly took it up from him and vineyard for it; or, if it seems good to 
said, "Yes, your brother Ben-ha'dad." you, I will give you its value in money." 
Then he said, "Go and bring him." 3 But Naboth said to Ahab, "The LORD 
Then Ben-ha'dad came forth to him; forbid that I should give you the in
and he caused him to come up into the heritance of my fathers." 4And Ahab 
chariot. 34And Ben-ha'dad said to him, went into his house vexed and sullen 
"The cities which my father took from because of what Naboth the Jez'reelite 
your father I will restore; and you may had said to him; for he had said, "I will 
establish bazaars for yourself in Damas- not give you the inheritance of my fa
cus, as my father did in Samar'ia." And thers." And he lay down on his bed, and 
Ahab said, "I will let you go on these turne<;I away his face, and would eat no 
terms." So he made a covenant with food. 
him and let him go. S But Jez'ebel his wife came to him, 

35 And a certain man of the sons of and said to him, "Why is your spirit so 
the prophets said to his fellow at the vexed that you eat no food?" 6And he 
command of the LORD, "Strike me, I said to her, "Because I spoke to Naboth 
pray." But the man refused to strike the Jez'reelite, and said to him, 'Give 
him. 36 Then he said to him, "Because me your vineyard for money; or else, if 
you have not obeyed the voice of the it please you, I will give you another 
LORD, behold, as soon as you have gone vineyard for it'; and he answered, 'I 
from me, a lion shall kill you." And as will not give you my vineyard.'" 7And 
soon as he had departed from him, a lion Jez'ebel his wife said to him, "Do you 
met him and killed him. 37 Then he now govern Israel? Arise, and eat bread, 
found another man, and said, "Strike and let your heart be cheerful; I will 
me, I pray.'' And the man struck him, give you the vineyard of Naboth the 
smiting and wounding him. 38 So the Jez'reelite.'' 
prophet departed, and waited for the 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name 
king by the way, disguising himself with and sealed them with his seal, and she 
a bandage over his eyes. 39 And as the sent the letters to the elders and the 
king passed, he cried to the king and nobles who dwelt with Naboth in his 
said, "Your servant went out into the city. 9And she wrote in the letters, 
midst of the battle; and behold, a "Proclaim a fast, and set Na both on 
soldier turned and brought a man to me, high among the people; 10 and set two 
and said, 'Keep this man; if by any base fellows opposite him, and let them 
means he be missing, your life shall be bring a charge against him, saying, 'You 
for his life, or else you shall pay a talent have cursed God and the king.' Then 
of silver.' 40And as your servant was take him out, and stone him to death." 
busy here and there, he was gone.'' IIAnd the men of his city, the elders and 
The king of Israel said to him, "So the nobles who dwelt in his city, did as 
shall your judgment be; you yourself Jez'ebel had sent word to them. As it 
have decided it." 41 Then he made haste was written in the letters which she had 
to take the bandage away from his eyes; sent to them, 12 they proclaimed a fast, 
and the king of Israel recognized him as and set Naboth on high among the 
one of the prophets. 42And he said to people. 13And the two base fellows came 



I KINGS 21 322 Syria and Israel at peace 
in and sat opposite him; and the base 27 And when Ahab heard those 
fellows brought a charge against Na- words, he rent his clothes, and put sack
both, in the presence of the people, cloth upon his flesh, and fasted and lay 
saying, "Naboth cursed God and the in sackcloth, and went about dejectedly. 
king." So they took him outside the city, 28And the word of the LORD came to 
and stoned him to death with stones. Eli'jah the Tishbite, saying, 29 "Have 
14 Then they sent to Jez'ebel, saying, you seen how Ahab has humbled him
"Naboth has been stoned; he is dead." self before me? Because he has humbled 

15 As soon as Jez'ebel heard that himself before me, I will not bring the 
Naboth had been stoned and was dead, evil in his days; but in his son's days I 
Ja'ebel said to Ahab, "Arise, take pos- will bring the evil upon his house." 
session of the vineyard of Naboth the 22 For three years Syria and Israel 
Jez'reelite, which he refused to give you continued without war. 2 But in 
for money; for Naboth is not alive, but the third year Jehosh'aphat the king of 
dead." I6And as soon as Ahab heard Judah came down to the king of Israel. 
that Naboth was dead, Ahab arose to go 3And the king of Israel said to his serv
down to the vineyard of Naboth the ants, "Do you know that Ramoth-gilead 
Jez'reelite, to take possession of it. belongs to us, and we keep quiet and do 

l 7 Then the word of the LoRD not take it out of the hand of the king of 
came to Eli'jah the Tishbite, saying, Syria?" 4And he said to Jehosh'aphat, 
18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab king "Will you go with me to battle at Ra
of Israel, who is in Samar'ia; behold, moth-gilead?" And Jehosh'aphat said to 
he is in the vineyard of Naboth, where the king of Israel, "I am as you are, my 
he has gone to take possession. I9And people as your people, my horses as 
you shall say to him, 'Thus says the your horses." 
LORD, "Have you killed, and also taken 5 And Jehosh'aphat said to the king 
possession?" ' And you shall say to of Israel, "Inquire first for the word of 
him, 'Thus says the LORD: "In the the LORD." 6 Then the king of Israel 
place where dogs licked up the blood of gathered the prophets together, about 
Naboth shall dogs lick your own four hundred men, and said to them, 
blood."'" "Shall I go to battle against Ramoth-

20 Ahab said to Eli'jah, "Have you gilead, or shall I forbear?" And they 
found me, 0 my enemy?" He answered, said, "Go up; for the Lord will give it 
"I have found you, because you have into the hand of the king." 7 But 
sold yourself to do what is evil in the Jehosh'aphat said, "Is there not here 
sight of the LORD. 21 Behold, I will another prophet of the LORD of whom 
bring evil upon you; I will utterly sweep we may inquire?" 8And the king of 
you away, and will cut off from Ahab Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, "There is 
every male, bond or free, in Israel; yet one man by whom we may inquire 
22 and I will make your house like the of the LORD, Micai'ah the son of 
house of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, Imlah; but I hate him, for he never 
and like the house of Ba'asha the son of prophesies good concerning me, but 
Ahi'jah, for the anger to which you have evil." And Jehosh'aphat said, "Let not 
provoked me, and because you have the king say so." 9 Then the king of 
made Israel to sin. 2.IAnd of Jez'ebel the Israel summoned an officer and said, 
LORD also said, 'The dogs shall eat "Bring quickly Micai'ah the son of 
Jez'ebel within the bounds of Jezreel.' Imlah." IO Now the king of Israel and 
24Any one belonging to Ahab who dies Jehosh'aphat the king of Judah were 
in the city the dogs shall eat; and any sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their 
one of his who dies in the open country robes, at the threshing floor at the en
the birds of the air shall eat." trance of the gate of Samar'ia; and all 

25 (There was none who sold himself the prophets were prophesying before 
to do what was evil in the sight of the them. 11And Zedeki'ah the son of 
LORD like Ahab, whom Jez'ebel his Chena'anah made for himself horns of 
wife incited. 26 He did very abominably iron, and said, "Thus says the LORD, 
in going after idols, as the Amorites had 'With these you shall push the S~Tians 
done, whom the LORD cast out before until they are destroyed.' " I2And all the 
the people of Israel.) prophets prophesied so, and said, "Gu 
21.19: 2 Kings 9.26. 21.23: 2 Kings 9.16. 22.1-35: 2 Chron IB.1-34. 
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up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph; the Amon the governor of the city and to 
LORD will give it into the hand of the Jo'ash the king's son; 27 and say, 'Thus 
king." says the king, "Put this fellow in prison, 

13 And the messenger who went to and feed him with scant fare of bread 
summon Micai'ah said to him, "Be- and water, until I come in peace."'" 
hold, the words of the prophets with 2HAnd Micai'ah said, "If you return in 
one accord are favorable to the king; peace, the LORD has not spoken by 
let your word be like the word of one of me." And he said, "Hear, all you 
them, and speak favorably." 14 But peoples!" 
Micai'ah said, "As the LORD lives, what 29 So the king of Israel and Jehosh'
the LORD says to me, that I will speak." aphat the king of Judah went up to 
15And when he had come to the king, Ramoth-gilead. lOAnd the king of 
the king said to him, "Micai'ah, shall Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, "I will dis
we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or guise myself and go into battle, but you 
shall we forbear?" And he answered wear your robes." And the king of 
him, "Go up and triumph; the LORD Israel disguised himself and went into 
will give it into the hand of the king." battle. 31 Now the king of Syria had 
16 But the king said to him, "How commanded the thirty-two captains of 
many times shall I adjure you that you his chariots, "Fight with neither small 
speak to me nothing but the truth in the nor great, but only with the king of 
name of the LoRD?" 17And he said, "I Israel." 32And when the captains of the 
saw all Israel scattered upon the moun- chariots saw Jehosh'aphat, they said, 
tains, as sheep that have no shepherd; "It is surely the king of Israel." So they 
and the LORD said, 'These have no turned to fight against him; and Je
mastcr; let each return to his home in hosh'aphat cried out. 33And when the 
peace.' " IHAnd the king of Israel said captains of the chariots saw that it was 
to Jehosh'aphat, "Did I not tell you not the king of Israel, they turned back 
that he would not prophesy good con- from pursuing him. l4 But a certain 
cerning me, but evil?" 19And Micai'ah man drew his bow at a venture, and 
said, "Therefore hear the word of the struck the king of Israel between the 
LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his scale armor and the breastplate; there
throne, and all the host of heaven fore he said to the driver of his chariot, 
standing beside him on his right hand "Turn about, and carry me out of the 
and on his left; 20 and the LORD said, battle, for I am wounded." 35And the 
'Who will entice Ahab, that he may go battle grew hot that day, and the king 
up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?' And one was propped up in his chariot facing the 
said one thing, and another said an- Syrians, until at evening he died; and 
other. 21 Then a spirit came forward and the blood of the wound flowed into the 
stood before the LORD, saying, 'I will bottom of the chariot. 36And about sun
entice him.' 22And the LORD said to set a cry went through the army, "Every 
him, 'By what means?' And he said, 'I man to his city, and every man to his 
will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in country!" 
the mouth of all his prophets.' And he 37 So the king died, and was brought 
said, 'You are to entice him, and you to Samar'ia; and they buried the king in 
shall succeed; go forth and do so.' Samar'ia. 3HAnd they washed the chariot 
2.i Now therefore behold, the LORD has by the pool of Samar'ia, and the dogs 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all licked up his blood, and the harlots 
these your prophets; the LORD has washed themselves in it, according to 
spoken evil concerning you." the word of the LORD which he had 

24 Then Zedcki'ah the son ofChena'- spoken. 39 Now the rest of the acts of 
anah came near and struck Micai'ah on Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory 
the cheek, and said, "How did the Spirit house which he built, and all the cities 
of the LORD go from me to speak to that he built, are they not written in the 
you?" 25And Micai'ah said, "Behold, Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
you shall see on that day when you go Israel? 40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; 
into an inner chamber to hide your- and Ahazi'ah his son reigned in his 
self." 26And the king of Israel said, stead. 
"Seize Micai'ah, and take him back to 41 Jehosh'aphat the son of Asa began 
22.17: M1 9.36. 22.41-43: 2 Chron 20.31-33. 
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to reign over Judah in the fourth year ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for 
of Ahab king of Israel. 42 Jehosh'aphat gold; but they did not go, for the ship' 
was thirty-five years old when he began were wrecked at E'zion-ge'ber, 49 Then 
to reign, and he reigned twenty-five Ahazi'ah the son of Ahab said to Je
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name hosh'aphat, "Let my servants go with 
was Azu'bah the daughter of Shilhi. your servants in the ships," but Jehosh·-
43 He walked in all the way of Asa his aphat was not willing. 50And Jehosh'
father; he did nor turn aside from it, aphat slept with his fathers, and wa' 
doing what was right in the sight of the buried with his fathers in the city ol 
LORD; yet the high places were nor David his father; and J eho'ram his son 
taken away, and the people still sacri- reigned in his stead. 
ficed and burned incense on the high 51 Ahazi'ah the son of Ahab began 
places. 44 Jehosh'aphat also made peace to reign over Israel in Samar'ia in the 
with the king of Israel. seventeenth year of Jehosh'aphar king 

45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehosh'- of Judah, and he reigned two years over 
aphat, and his might that he showed, Israel. 52 He did what was evil in the 
and how he warred, are they not written sight of the LORD, and walked in the 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the way of his father, and in the way of hi• 
Kings of Judah? 46And the remnant of mother, and in the way of Jerobo'am 
the male cult prostitutes who remained the son of Nebat, who made Israel tf1 
in the days of his father Asa, he ex- sin. 53 He served Ba'al and worshiped 
terminated from the land. him, and provoked the LORD, the God 

47 There was no king in Edom; a of Israel, to anger in every way that hi> 
deputy was king. 48 Jehosh'aphat made father had done. 

THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 

KINGS 
1 After the death of Ahab, Moab 

rebelled against Israel. 
2 Now Ahazi'ah fell through the 

lattice in his upper chamber in Samar' -
ia, and lay sick; so he sent messengers, 
telling them, "Go, inquire of Ba'al-ze' -
bub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall 
recover from this sickness." 3 But the 
angel of the LORD said to Eli'jah the 
Tishbite, "Arise, go up to meet the 
messengers of the king of Samar'ia, and 
say to them, 'Is it because there is no 
God in Israel that you are going to in
quire of Ba'al-ze'bub, the god of 
Ekron?' 4 Now therefore thus savs the 
LORD, 'You shall not come dowri from 
the bed to which you have gone, but you 
shall surely die.' " So Eli'jah went. 

5 The messengers returned to the 
king, and he said to them, "Why have 
you returned?" 6And they said to him, 
"There came a man to meet us, and said 
to us, 'Go back to the king who sent 
you, and say to him, Thus says the 
22.48-49: 2 Chron 20.35-37. 22.50: 2 Chrnn 21.1. 
1.10-12: Lk 9.54; Rev l l.5; 20.9. 

LORD, Is it because there is no God in 
Israel that you are sending to inquire ol 
Ba'al-ze'bub, the god of Ekron? There
fore you shall not come down from the 
bed to which you have gone, bur shall 
surely die.' " 7 He said to them, "What 
kind of man was he who came to meer 
you and told you these things?" s Thc1 
answered him, "He wore a garment ol 
haircloth, with a girdle of leather about 
his loins.'' And he said, "It is Eli'jah che 
Tish bite." 

9 Then the king sent to him a captain 
of fifty men with his fifty. He went up 
to Eli'jah, who was sitting on the top ol 
a hill, and said to him, "Oman of God. 
the king says, 'Come down.'" Ill Bui 
Eli'jah answered the captain of fifty. 
"If I am a man of God, let fire come 
down from heaven and consume \"0ll 

and your fifty.'' Then fire came down 
from heaven, and consumed him and 
his fifty. 

11 Again the king sent to him another 
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captain of fifty men with his fifty. And here, I pray you; for the LORD has 
he went up" and said to him, "O man sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As 
of God, this is the king's order, 'Come the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, 
down quickly!' " 12 But Eli'jah an- I will not leave you." So they came to 
swered them, "If I am a man of God, Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who 
let fire come down from heaven and were at Jericho drew near to Eli'sha, 
consume you and your fifty." Then the and said to him, "Do you know that 
fire of God came down from heaven and today the LORD will take away your 
consumed him and his fifty. master from over you?" And he an-

13 Again the king sent the captain of swered, "Yes, I know it; hold your 
a third fifty with his fifty. And the peace." 
third captain of fifty went up, and came 6 Then Eli'iah said to him, "Tarry 
and fell on his knees before Eli "jah, and here, I pray you; for the LORD has sent 
entreated him, "Oman of God, I pray me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the 
you, let my life, and the life of these LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
fifty servants of yours, be precious in will not leave you." So the two of them 
your sight. 14 Lo, fire came down from went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the 
heaven, and consumed the two former prophets also went, and stood at some 
captains of fifty men with their fifties; distance from them, as they both were 
but now let my life be precious in your standing by the Jordan. H Then Eli'jah 
sight." 15 Then the angel of the LORD took his mantle, and rolled it up, and 
said to Eli'jah, "Go down with him; do struck the water, and the water was 
not be afraid of him." So he arose and parted to the one side and to the other, 
went down with him to the king, 16 and till the two of them could go over on dry 
said to him, "Thus says the LORD, 'Be- ground. 
cau'e you have sent messengers to in- 9 When they had crossed, Eli'jah said 
quire of Ba'al-ze'bub, the god of Ekron, to Eli'sha, "Ask what I shall do for you, 
-is it because there is no God in Israel before I am taken from you." And Eli' -
to inquire of his word?-therefore you sha said, "I pray you, let me inherit a 
shall not come down from the bed to double share of your spirit." IOAnd he 
which you have gone, but you shall said, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, 
surely die.' " if you see me as I am being taken from 

17 So he died according to the word you, it shall be so for you; but if you 
of the LORD which Eli'jah had spoken. do not see me, it shall not be so." "And 
Jcho'ram, his brother,!' became king in as they still went on and talked, behold, 
his 'read in the second year of Jeho'ram a chariot of tire and horses of tire sep
the son of Jehosh'aphat, king of Judah, arated the two of them. And Eli'jah 
because Ahazi'ah had no son. 18 Now went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
the rest of the acts of Ahazi'ah which he 12And Eli'sha saw it and he cried, "My 
did, arc they not written in the Book of father, my father! the chariots of Israel 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? and its horsemen!" And he saw him no 

2 Now when the LORD was about to more. 
take Eli'jah up to heaven by a Then he took hold of his own clothes 

whirlwind, Eli'jah and Eli'sha were on and rent them in two pieces. I.lAnd he 
their way from Gilgal. 2And Eli'jah said took up the mantle of Eli'jah that had 
to Eli 'sha, "Tarry here, I pray you; for fallen from him, and went back and 
the LoRD has sent me as far as Bethel." stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then 
But Eli\ha said, "As the LORD lives, he took the mantle of Eli'jah char had 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave fallen from him, and srruck rhe water, 
you." So thev went down to Bethel. saying, "Where is the LORD, the God of 
lAnd the sons ·of the prophets who were Eli'jah?" And when he had struck the 
m Bethel came out to Eli'sha, and said water, the water was parted to the one 
to him, ."Do you know that today the side and to the other; and Eli'sha went 
LORD will take away your master from over. 
over you?" And he said, "Yes, I know 15 Now when the sons of the proph-
it; hold your peace." ets who were at Jericho saw him over 
" ~~ Eli'jah said to him, "Eli'sha, tarry against them, they said, "The spirit of 

2.~J~ ~~::"fr.r~2~crsc~ 9, 13· Heb 1Jmwacd '1 Gk Syr: Heb lacks hiJ brother 
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Eli'jah rests on Eli'sha." And they came annually" to the king of Israel a hundred 
to meet him, and bowed to the ground thousand lambs, and the wool of a 
before him. 16And they said to him, hundred thousand rams. s But when 
"Behold now, there are with your Ah'lb died, the king of Moab rebelled 
servants fifty strong men; pray, let against the king of Israel. 0 So King 
them go, and seek your master; it may Jeho'ram marched out of Samar'ia at 
be that the Spirit of the LORD has that time and mustered all Israel. 7 And 
caught him up and cast him upon some he went and sent word to Jehosh'aphat 
mountain or into some valley." And he king of Judah, "The king of Moab has 
said, "You shall not send." 17 But when rebelled against me; will you go with 
they urged him till he was ashamed, he me to banle against Moab?" And he 
said, "Send." They sent therefore fifty said, "I will go; I am as you are, my 
men; and for three days they sought people as your people, my horses as 
him but did not find him. IXAnd they your horses." 8 Then he said, "By 
came back to him, while he tarried at which way shall we march?" Jeho'ram 
Jericho, and he said to them, "Did I not answered, "By the way of the wilder-
say to you, Do not go?" ness of Edom." 

19 Now the men of the city said to 9 So the king of Israel went with the 
Eli'sha, "Behold, the situation of this king of Judah and the king of Edom. 
city is pleasant, as my lord sees; but And when they had made a circuitous 
the water is bad, and the land is un- march ef seven days, there was no water 
fruitful." 20 He said, "Bring me a new for the army or for the beasts which 
bowl, and put salt in it." So they followed them. IO Then the king of 
brought it to him. 21 Then he went to Israel said, "Alas! The LORD has called 
the spring of water and threw salt in these three kings to give them into the 
it, and said, "Thus says the LORD, I hand of Moab." IIAnd Jehosh'aphat 
have made this water wholesome; said, "Is there no prophet of the LORD 
henceforth neither death nor miscar- here, through whom we may inquire of 
riage shall come from it." 22 So the the LORD?" Then one of the king of 
water has been wholesome to this day, Israel's servants answered, "Eli'sha the 
according to the word which Eli'sha son of Shaphat is here, who poured 
spoke. water on the hands of Eli'jah." I2And 

23 He went up from there to Bethel; Jehosh'aphat said, "The word of the 
and while he was going up on the way, LORD is with him." So the king of Israel 
some small boys came out of the city and Jehosh'aphat and the king of Edom 
and jeered at him, saying, "Go up, you went down to him. 
baldhead ! Go up, you baldhead !" 24And 13 And Eli'sha said to the king of 
he turned around, and when he saw Israel, "What have I to do with you? 
them, he cursed them in the name of the Go to the prophets of your father and 
LORD. And two she-bears came out of the prophets of your mother." But the 
the woods and tore forty-two of the king of Israel said to him, "No; it is the 
boys. 25 From there he went on to LORD who has called these three kings 
Mount Carmel, and thence he returned to give them into the hand of Moab." 
to Samar'ia. 14And Eli'sha said, "As the LORD of 

3 In the eighteenth year of Jehosh'- hosts lives, whom I serve, were it not 
aphat king of Judah, Jeho'ram che thac I have regard for Jehosh'aphac che 

'on of Ahab became king over Israel in king of Judah, I would neither look al 
Samar'ia, and he reigned cwelve years. you, nor see you. IS Bue now bring me a 
2 He did whac was evil in the sighc of minscrel." And when the minscrcl 
the LORD, chough not like his father and played, the power of che LORD came 
mocher, for he put away the pillar of upon him. I<>And he said, "Thus says 
Ba'al which his father had made. che LORD, 'I will make chis dry scream-
3 Nevercheless he clung to che sin of bed full of pools.' 17 For thus says the 
Jerobo'am the son of Nebac, which he LORD, 'You shall nor see wind or rain, 
made Israel to sin; he did nor dcparc but char scream-bed shall be filled with 
from it. wacer, so char you shall drink, you, your 

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a catcle, and your beascs.' 18 This is a 
sheep breeder; and he had to deliver lighc thing in the sighc of the LORD; he 
r Tg: Heb lacks amma/ly 
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will also give rhe Moabires inro your 
hand, l<J and you shall conquer every 
fortified ciry, and every choice ciry, and 
shall fell every good rree, and srop up all 
springs of warer, and ruin every good 
piece of land wirh scones." 20 The nexr 
morning, abour rhe rime of offering rhe 
sacrifice, behold, warer came from rhe 
direcrion of Edom, rill rhe country was 
filled wirh warer. 

21 When all rhe Moabires heard char 
rhe kings had come up ro fighr againsr 
chem, all who were able co pur on armor, 
from the youngest to the oldest, were 
called our, and were drawn up at the 
frontier. 22And when they rose early in 
rhc morning, and the sun shone upon 
the water, the Moabites saw rhe water 
opposite them as red as blood. 23And 
they said, "This is blood; the kings 
have surely fought together, and slain 
one anorher. Now then, Moab, to the 
spoil!" 24 But when they came to the 
camp of Israel, rhe Israelites rose and 
attacked the Moabites, till they fled 
before them; and they went forward, 
slaughrering the Moabites as they 
went." 25And they overthrew the cities, 
and on every good piece of land every 
man rhrew a stone, until it was covered; 
they stopped every spring of water, and 
felled all the good trees; till only its 
stones were left in Kir-har'eseth, and 
the slingers surrounded and conquered 
it. 26 When the king of Moab saw that 
the battle was going against him, he 
took with him seven hundred swords
men to break through, opposite the king 
of Edom; but they could not. 27 Then 
he took his eldest son who was to reign 
in his stead, and offered him for a burnt 
offering upon the wall. And there came 
great wrarh upon Israel; and they with
drew from him and returned to their 
own land. 

4 Now the wife of one of the sons 
of the prophets cried to Eli'sha 

"Your servant my husband is dead; and 
you know that your servant feared rhe 
LORD, but the creditor has come to take 
my cwo children to be his slaves." 2And 
Eli'sha said to her, "What shall I do for 
you? Tell me; what have you in the 
house?" And she said, "Your maid
servant has nothing in the house, except 
a jar of oil." 3 Then he said, "Go out
side, borrow vessels of all your neigh
bors, empty vessels and not too few 
11 Gk: Heb unccnain 

4 Then go in, and shut the door upon 
yourself and your sons, and pour into all 
these vessels; and when one is full, set 
it aside." s So she went from him and 
shut rhe door upon herself and her sons; 
and as she poured they brought the 
vessels co her. 6 When the vessels were 
full, she said to her son, "Bring me 
another vessel." And he said co her, 
"There is not another." Then the oil 
sropped flowing. 7 She came and told 
the man of God, and he said, "Go, sell 
the oil and pay your debts, and you and 
your sons can Ii ve on the rest." 

8 One day Eli'sha went on to Shu
nem, where a wealthy woman lived, 
who urged him to eat some food. So 
whenever he passed that way, he would 
turn in there co eat food. 9And she said 
co her husband, "Behold now, I per
ceive that this is a holy man of God, 
who is continually passing our way. 
10 Let us make a small roof chamber 
wirh walls, and put there for him a bed, 
a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that 
whenever he comes to us, he can go in 
there." 

I I One day he came there, and he 
tlltned into the chamber and rested 
there. 12And he said to Geha'zi his 
servant, "Call this Shu'nammite." 
When he had called her, she stood be
fore him. l3And he said to him, "Say 
now co her, See, you have taken all this 
trouble for us; what is co be done for 
you? Would you have a word spoken on 
your behalf to the king or to the com
mander of the army?" She answered, "I 
dwell among my own people." 14And he 
said, "What then is to be done for her?" 
Geha'zi answered, "Well, she has no 
son, and her husband is old." IS He 
said, "Call her." And when he had 
called her, she stood in the doorway. 
16And he said, "At this season, when 
the time comes round, you shall em
brace a son." And she said, "No, my 
lord, 0 man of God ; do not lie co your 
maidservant." 17 But the woman con
ceived, and she bore a son about that 
time the following spring, as Eli'sha had 
said to her. 

IS When the child had grown, he 
went out one day to his father among 
rhe reapers. 19And he said co his father, 
"Oh, my head, my head!" The father 
said to his servant, "Carry him to his 
mother." 20And when he had lifted him, 
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and brought him to his mother, the the house, and went up, and stretched 
child sat on her lap till noon, and then himself upon him; the child sneezed 
he died. 21And she went up and laid him seven times, and the child opened his 
on the bed of the man of God, and shut eyes. 3o Then he summoned Geha'zi 
the door upon him, and went out. and said, "Call this Shu'nammite." So 
22 Then she called to her husband, and he called her. And when she came to 
said, "Send me one of the servants and him, he said, "Take up your son." 
one of the asses, that I may quickly go to 37 She came and fell at his feet, bowing 
the man of God, and come back again." to the ground; then she took up her son 
2.IAnd he said, "Why will you go to and went out. 
him today? It is neither new moon nor 38 And Eli'sha came again to Gilgal 
sabbath." She said, "It will be well." when there was a famine in the lanJ. 
24 Then she saddled the ass, and she And as the sons of the prophets were 
said to her servant, "Urge the beast on; sitting before him, he said to his sen·
do not slacken the pace for me unless I ant, "Set on the great pot, and boil pot
tell you." 25 So she set out, and came to tage for the sons of the prophets." 
the man of God at Mount Carmel. 39 One of them went out into the field to 

When the man of God saw her com- gather herbs, and found a wild vine and 
ing, he said to Geha'zi his servant, gathered from it his lap full of wild 
"Look, yonder is the Shu'nammite; gourds, and came and cut them up into 
2o run at once to meet her, and say to the pot of pottage, not knowing what 
her, Is it well with you? Is it well with they were. 40And they poured out for 
your husband? Is it well with the the men to eat. But while thev were 
child?" And she answered, "It is well." eating of the pottage, they cried out, "O 
27And when she came to the mountain man of God, there is death in the pot 1" 

to the man of God, she caught hold of And they could not eat it. 41 He said. 
his feet. And Geha'zi came to thrust her "Then bring meal." And he threw it 
away. But the man of God said, "Let into the pot, and said, "Pour out for the 
her alone, for she is in bitter distress; men, that they may eat." And there was 
and the LORD has hidden it from me, no harm in the pot. 
and has not told me." 2H Then she said, 42 A man came from Ba'al-shal'ishah. 
"Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not bringing the man of God bread of th,· 
say, Do not deceive me?" 29 He said to first fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and 
Geha'zi, "Gird up your loins, and take fresh ears of grain in his sack. And 
my staff in your hand, and go. If you Eli'sha said, "Give to the men, that the\ 
meet any one, do not salute him; and may eat." 43 But his servant said, "How 
if any one salutes you, do not reply; and am I to set this before a hundred men?" 
lay my staff upon the face of the child." So he repeated, "Give them to the 
.10 Then the mother of the child said, men, that they may eat, for thus says the 
"As the LORD lives, and as you yourself LORD, 'They shall eat and have some 
live, I will not leave you." So he arose left.'" +i So he set it before them. And 
and followed her. .II Geha'zi went on they ate, and had some left, according 
ahead and laid the staff upon the face of to the word of the LORD. 
the child, but there was no sound or 5 Na'aman, conunander of the arm,· 
sign of life. Therefore he returned to of the king of Syria, was a great 
meet him, and told him, "The child has man with his master and in high favor. 
not awakcd." because by him the LORD had given 

32 When Eli'sha came into the house, victory to Syria. He was a mighty man 
he saw the child lying dead on his bed. of valor, but he was a leper. 2 Now the 
.I.I So he went in and shut the door upon Syrians on one of their raids had carried 
the two of them, and prayed to the off a little maid from the land of Israel. 
LORD .. \.I Thm he went up and lay upon and she waited on Na'aman's wife. 
the child, putting his mouth upon his -1 She said to her mistress, "Would th3t 
mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his my lord were with the prophet who is in 
hands upon his hands; and as he Samar'ia ! He would cure him of his 
stretched himself upon him, the flesh of leprosy." 4 So Na'aman went in and 
the child became warm .. IS Then he got told his lord, "Thus and so spoke the 
up again, and walked once to and fro in maiden from the land of Israel." 'And 
4.33: M1 6_t:i, 
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the king of Syria said, "Go now, and I 17 Then Na'aman said, "If not, I pray 
will send a letter to the king of Israel." you, let there be given to your servant 

So he went, taking with him ten two mules' burden of earth; for hence
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of forth your servant will not offer burnt 
gold and ten festal garments. 6And he offering or sacrifice to any god but the 
brou'ght the letter to the king of Israel, LORD. 18 In this matter may the LoRD 
which read, "When this letter reaches pardon your servant: when my master 
you, know that I have sent to you Na'- goes into the house of Rimmon to 
aman my servant, that you may cure worship there, leaning on my arm, and 
him of his leprosy." 7 And when the king I bow myself in the house of Rim
of Israel read the letter, he rent his mon, when I bow myself in the house 
clothes and said, "Am I God, to kill and of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your 
to make alive, that this man sends word servant in this matter." 19 He said to 
to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only him, "Go in peace." 
comider, and see how he is seeking a But when Na'aman had gone from 
quarrel with me." him a short distance, 20 Geha'zi, the 

8 But when Eli'sha the man of God servant of Eli'sha the man of God, said, 
heard that the king of Israel had rent "See, my master has spared this Na'
his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, aman the Syrian, in not accepting from 
"Why have you rent your clothes? Let his hand what he brought. As the 
him come now to me, that he may know LORD lives, I will run after him, and get 
that there is a prophet in Israel." 9 So something from him." 21 So Geha'zi 
Na'aman came with his horses and followed Na'aman. And when Na'aman 
chariots, and halted at the door of Eli'- saw some one running after him, he 
sha's house. IOAnd Eli'sha sent a mes- alighted from the chariot to meet him, 
senger to him, saying, "Go and wash in and said, "Is all well?" 22And he said, 
the Jordan seven times, and your flesh "All is well. My master has sent me to 
shall be resrored, and you shall be say, 'There have just now come to me 
clean." 11 But Na'aman was angry, and from the hill country of E'phraim two 
went away, saying, "Behold, I thought young men of the sons of the prophets; 
that he would surely come out to me, pray, give them a talent of silver and 
and stand, and call on the name of the two festal garments.' " 23And Na'aman 
LoRD his God, and wave his hand over said, "Be pleased to accept two talents." 
the place, and cure the leper. 12Are not And he urged him, and tied up two 
Aba'na' and Pharpar, the rivers of talents of silver in two bags, with two 
Damascus, better than all the waters of festal garments, and laid them upon 
Israel? Could I not wash in them, and two of his servants; and they carried 
be clean?" So he turned and went away them before Geha'zi. 24And when he 
in a rage. I.l But his servants came near came to the hill, he took them from 
and said ro him, "My father, if the their hand, and put them in the house; 
prophet had commanded you to do and he sent the men away, and they 
some great thing, would you not have departed. 2s He went in, and stood be
done it? How much rather, then, when fore his master, and Eli'sha said to him, 
he says to you, 'Wash, and be clean'?" "Where have you been, Geha'zi?" And 
14 So he went down and dipped himself he said, "Your servant went nowhere." 
seven times in the Jordan, according to 26 But he said to him, "Did I not go 
rhe word of the man of God; and his with you in spirit when the man turned 
flesh was restored like the flesh of a little from his chariot to meet you? Was it a 
child, and he was clean. time to accept money and garments, 

15 Then he returned to the man of olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and 
God, he and all his company, and he oxen, menservants and maidservants? 
came and stood before him; and he 27 Therefore the leprosy of Na'aman 
said, "Behold, I know that there is no shall cleave to you, and to your descend
God in all the earth but in Israel; so ants for ever." So he went out from his 
accept now a present from your serv- presence a leper, as white as snow. 
ant." Hi But he said, "As the LORD lives 6 Now the sons of the prophets said 
whom I serve, I will receive none." And to Eli'sha, "See, the place where we 
he urged him to take it, but he refused. dwell under your charge is too small for 
' Another reading J!, Ame.ma 



2 KINGS 6 330 Ben-hadad besieges Samaria 
us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan and each against him, Eli'sha prayed to the 
of us get there a log, and let us make a LORD, and said, "Strike this people, I 
place for us to dwell there." And he an- pray thee, with blindness." So he 
swered, "Go." J Then one of them said, struck them with blindness in accord
"Be pleased to go with your servants." ance with the prayer of Eli'sha. I9And 
And he answered, "I will go." 4 So he Eli'sha said to them, "This is not the 
went with them. And when they came way, and this is not the city; follow me, 
to the Jordan, they cut down trees. and I will bring you to the man whom 
5 But as one was felling a log, his axe you seek." And he led them to Samar'ia. 
head fell into the water; and he cried 20 As soon as they entered Samar'ia, 
out, "Alas, my master! It was bor- Eli'sha said. "O LORD, open the eyes of 
rowed." 6 Then the man of God said, these men, that they may see." So the 
"Where did it fall?" When he showed LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; 
him the place, he cut off a stick, and and lo, they were in the midst of 
threw it in there, and made the iron Samar'ia. 21 When the king of Israel 
float. 7And he said, "Take it up." So he saw them he said to Eli'sha, "My fa
reached out his hand and took it. ther, shall I slay them? Shall I slay 

8 Once when the king of Syria was them?" 22 He answered, "You shall not 
warring against Israel, he took counsel slay them. Would you slay those whom 
with his servants, saying, "At such and you have taken captive with your sword 
such a place shall be my camp." 9 But and with your bow? Set bread and water 
the man of God sent word to the king of before them, that they may eat and 
Israel, "Beware that you do not pass drink and go to their master." 2J So he 
this place, for the Syrians are going prepared for them a great feast; and 
down there." IOAnd the king of Israel when they had eaten and drunk, he sent 
sent to the place of which the man of them away, and they went to their 
God told him. Thus he used to warn master. And the Syrians came no more 
him, so that he saved himself there more on raids into the land of Israel. 
than once or twice. 24 Afterward Ben-ha' dad king ol 

11 And the mind of the king of Syria Syria mustered his entire army, and 
was greatly troubled because of this went up, and besieged Samar'ia. 25And 
thing; and he called his servants and there was a great famine in Samar'ia, a' 
said to them, "Will you not show me they besieged it, until an ass's head wa' 
who of us is for the king of Israel?" sold for eighty shekels of silver, and the 
I2And one of his servants said, "None, fourth part of a kab of dove's dung for 
my lord, 0 king; but Eli'sha, the proph- five shekels of silver. 26 Now as the king 
et who is in Israel, tells the king of of Israel was passing by upon the wall, a 
Israel the words that you speak in your woman cried out to him, saying, "Help, 
bedchamber." I.lAnd he said, "Go and my lord, 0 king!" 27And he said, "If the 
see where he is, that I may send and LORD will not help you, whence shall I 
seize him." It was told him, "Behold, he help you? From the threshing floor, or 
is in Dothan." 14 So he sent there horses from the wine press?" 2HAnd the king 
and chariots and a great army; and they asked her, "What is your trouble?" She 
came by night, and surrounded the city. answered, "This woman said to me. 

15 When the servant of the man of 'Give your son, that we may eat him 
God rose early in the morning and today, and we will eat my son tomor
went out, behold, an army with horses row.' 29 So we boiled my son, and ate 
and chariots was round about the city. him. And on the next day I said to her, 
And the servant said, "Alas, my master! 'Give your son, that we ·may eat him'; 
What shall we do?" 16 He said, "Fear but she has hidden her son." -'O When 
not, for those who are with us are more the king heard the words of the woman 
than those who are with them." 17 Then he rent his clothes-now he was passing 
Eli'sha prayed, and said, "O LORD, I by upon the wall-and the people 
pray thee, open his eyes that he may looked, and behold, he had sackcloth 
see." So the LORD opened the eyes of beneath upon his body- JI and he said, 
the young man, and he saw; and be- "May God do so to me, and more also, 
hold, the mountain was full of horses if the head of Eli'sha the son of Shaphat 
and chariots of fire round about Eli'sha. remains on his shoulders today.'' 
I8And when the Syrians came down 32 Eli'sha was sitting in his house, 
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and the elders were sitting with him. 
Now the king had dispatched a man 
from his presence; but before the mes
senger arrived Eli'sha said to the elders, 
"Do you sec how this murderer has sent 
to take off my head? Look, when the 
messenger comes, shut the door, and 
hold the door fast against him. Is not 
the sound of his master's feet behind 
him?" .BAnd while he was still speaking 
with them, the kingf came down to him 
and said, "This trouble is from the 
LORD! Why should I wait for the 
LORD any longer?" 1 But Eli'sha said, 

7 "Hear the word of the LORD: thus 
says the LORD, Tomorrow about 

this time a measure of fine meal shall be 
sold for a shekel, and two measures of 
barley for a shekel, at the gate of Sa
mar'ia." 2 Then the captain on whose 
hand the king leaned said to the man of 
God, "If the LORD himself should make 
windows in heaven, could this thing 
be?" But he said, "You shall see it with 
your own eyes, but you shall not eat 
of it." 

3 Now there were four men who 
were lepers at the entrance to the gate; 
and they said to one another, "Why do 
we sit here till we die? 4 If we say, 'Let 
us enter the city,' the famine is in the 
city, and we shall die there; and if we 
sit here, we die also. So now come, let 
us go over to the camp of the Syrians; 
if they spare our lives we shall live, and 
if they kill us we shall but die." 5 So 
they arose at twilight to go to the camp 
of the Syrians; but when they came to 
the edge of the camp of the Syrians, be
hold, there was no one there. 6 For the 
Lord had made the army of the Syrians 
hear the sound of chariots, and of 
horses, the sound of a great army, so 
that they said to one another, "Behold, 
the king of Israel has hired against us 
the kings of the Hittites and the kings of 
Egypt to come upon us." 7 So they fled 
away in the twilight and forsook their 
tents, their horses, and their asses, 
leaving the camp as it was, and fled for 
their lives. 8And when these lepers 
came to the edge of the camp, they went 
into a tent, and ate and drank, and they 
carried off silver and gold and clothing, 
and went and hid them ; then they came 
back, and entered another tent, and 
carried off things from it, and went and 
hid them. 
f Sec 7.2: Heb mcsu11gcr 

9 Then they said to one another, 
"We are not doing right. This day is a 
day of good news; if we are silent and 
wait until the morning light, punish
ment will overtake us ; now therefore 
come, let us go and tell the king's 
household." 10 So they came and called 
to the gatekeepers of the city, and told 
them, "We came to the camp of the 
Syrians, and behold, there was no one 
to be seen or heard there, nothing but 
the horses tied, and the asses tied, and 
the tents as they were." 11 Then the 
gatekeepers called out, and it was told 
within the king's household. 12And the 
king rose in the night, and said to his 
servants, "I will tell you what the 
Syrians have prepared against us. They 
know that we are hungry; therefore they 
have gone out of the camp to hide them
selves in the open country, thinking, 
'When they come out of the city, we 
shall take them alive and get into the 
city.' " DAnd one of his servants said, 
"Let some men take five of the remain
ing horses, seeing that those who are left 
here will fare like the whole multitude 
of Israel that have already perished; let 
us send and see." 14 So they took two 
mounted men, and the king sent them 
after the army of the Syrians, saying, 
"Go and see." 15 So they went after 
them as far as the Jordan; and, lo, all 
the way was littered with garments and 
equipment which the Syrians had 
thrown away in their haste. And the 
messengers returned, and told the 
king. 

16 Then the people went out, and 
plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a 
measure of fine meal was sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, according to the word of the 
LORD. 17 Now the king had appointed 
the captain on whose hand he leaned to 
have charge of the gate; and the people 
trod upon him in the gate, so that he 
died, as the man of God had said when 
the king came down to him. 1 H For 
when the man of God had said to the 
king, "Two measures of barley shall be 
sold for a shekel, and a measure of fine 
meal for a shekel, about this time to
morrow in the gate of Samar'ia," 19 the 
captain had answered the man of God, 
"If the LORD himself should make 
windows in heaven, could such a thing 
be?" And he had said, "You shall see it 



2 KINGS 7 332 Hazael becomes Syrian king 
with your own eyes, but you shall not "Because I know the evil that you will 
eat of it." 20And so it happened to him, do to the people of Israel; you will set 
for the people trod upon him in the on fire their fortresses, and you will 
gate and he died. slay their young men with the sword, 

8 Now Eli'sha had said to the woman and dash in pieces their little ones, and 
whose son he had restored to life, rip up their women with child." 13And 

"Arise, and depart with your household, Haz'ael said, "What is your servant, 
and sojourn wherever you can; for the who is but a dog, that he should do this 
LORD has called for a famine, and it will great thing?" Eli'sha answered, "The 
come upon the land for seven years." LORD has shown me that you are to be 
2 So the woman arose, and did accord- king over Syria." 14 Then he departed 
ing to the word of the man of God; she from Eli'sha, and came to his master, 
went with her household and sojourned who said to him, "What did Eli'sha say 
in the land of the Philistines seven years. to you?" And he answered, "He told me 
3And at the end of the seven years, when that you would certainly recover." 
the woman returned from the land of 15 But on the morrow he took the 
the Philistines, she went forth to appeal coverlet and dipped it in water and 
ro the king for her house and her land. spread it over his face, till he died. And 
"Now the king was talking with Geha'- Haz'ael became king in his stead. 
zi the servant of the man of God, saying, 16 In the fifth year of Joram the son 
"Tell me all the great things that Eli'sha of Ahab, king of Israel,Y Jeho'ram the 
has done." 5And while he was telling the son of Jehosh'aphat, king of Judah, be
king how Eli'sha had restored the dead gan to reign. 17 He was thirty-two 
to life, behold, the woman whose son he years old when he became king, and he 
had restored to life appealed to the king reigned eight years in Jerusalem. I 'And 
for her house and her land. And Geha'zi he walked in the way of the kings of 
said, "My lord, 0 king, here is the Israel, as the house of .'\hab had done. 
woman, and here is her son whom Eli'- for the daughter of Ahab was his wife. 
sha restored to life." oAnd when the And he did what was evil in the sight of 
king asked the woman, she told him. So the LORD. 19 Yet the LORD would not 
the king appointed an official for her, destroy Judah, for the sake of David his 
saying, "Restore all that was hers, to- servant, since he promised to give a 
gether with all the produce of the fields lamp to him and to his sons for ever. 
from the day that she left the land until 20 In his days Edom revolted from 
now." the rule of Judah, and set up a king of 

7 Now Eli'sha came to Damascus. their own. 21 Then Joram passed over 
Ben-ha'dad the king of Syria was sick; to Za'ir with all his chariots, and rose bv 
and when it was told him, "The man of night, and he and his chariot com
God has come here," 8 the king said to manders smote the Edomites who had 
Haz'ael, "Take a present with you and surrounded him; but his army fled 
go to meet the man of God, and inquire home. 21 So Edom revolted from the 
of the LORD through him, saying, 'Shall rule of Judah to this day. Then Libnah 
I recover from this sickness?' " 9 So revolted at the same time. 23 Now the 
Haz'ael went to meet him, and took a rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he 
present with him, all kinds of goods of did, are they not written in the Book of 
Damascus, forty camel loads. When he the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
came and stood before him, he said, 24 So Joram slept with his fathers, and 
"Your son Ben-ha' dad king of Syria has was buried with his fathers in the citv of 
sent me to you, saying, 'Shall I recover David; and Ahazi'ah his son reigned in 
from this sickness?' " IDAnd Eli'sha said his stead. 
to him, "Go, say to him, 'You shall cer- 25 In the twelfth year of Joram the 
tainly recover'; but the LORD has shown son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahazi"ah 
me that he shall certainly die." llAnd the son of Jeho'ram, king of Judah, 
he fixed his gaze and stared at him, began to reign. 26Ahazi'ah was twenty
until he was ashamed. And the man of two years old when he began to reign. 
God wept. 12And Haz'ael said, "Why and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
does my lord weep?" He answered, His mother's name was Athali'ah; she 

~.ft-3:r ~ ~h~o~r;I.'s!t3.0i~~ph8~~~~: k4"~~!Jn"~i~1-6. 



Jehu becomes king of Israel 333 2 KINGS 9 
was a granddaughter of Omri king of Jezreel, and none shall bury her." Then 
Israel. 27 He also walked in the way of he opened the door, and fled. 
the house of Ahab, and did what was 11 When Jehu came out to the serv
evil in the sight of the LORD, as the ants of his master, they said to him, 
house of Ahab had done, for he was "ls all well? Why did this mad fellow 
son-in-law to the house of Ahab. come to you?" And he said to them, 

28 He went with Joram the son of "You know the fellow and his talk." 
Ahab to make war against Haz'ael king I2And they said, "That is not true; tell 
of Syria at Ramoth-gilead, where the us now." And he said, "Thus and so he 
Syrians wounded Joram. 29And Kmg spoke to me, saying, 'Thus says the 
Joram returned to be healed in Jezreel LORD, I anoint you king over Israel.'" 
of the wounds which the Syrians had 13 Then in haste every man of them took 
given him at Ramah, when he fought his garment, and put it under him on 
against Haz'ael king of Syria. And the barei steps, and they blew the 
Ahazi'ah the son of Jeho'ram king of trumpet, and proclaimed, "Jehu is 
Judah went down to see Jorarn the son king." 
of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 14 Thus Jehu the son of Jehosh'aphat 

9 Then Eli'sha the prophet called the son of Nimshi conspired against 
one of the sons of the prophets and Joram. (Now Joram with all Israel had 

said to him, "Gird up your loins, and been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against 
take this flask of oil in your hand, and Haz'ael king of Syria; IS but King 
go to Rarnoth-gilead. 2And when you Joram had returned to be healed in 
arrive, look there for Jehu the son of Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians 
Jehosh'aphat, son of Nimshi; and go in had given him, when he fought with 
and bid him rise from among his Haz'ael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, 
fellows, and lead him to an inner cham- "If this is your mind, then let no one 
ber. 3 Then take the flask of oil, and slip out of the city to go and tell the 
pour it on his head, and say, 'Thus says news in Jezreel." 16 Then Jehu mounted 
the LoRD, I anoint you king over his chariot, and went to Jezreel, for Jo
Israel.' Then open the door and flee; ram lay there. And Ahazi'ah king of 
do not tarry." Judah had come down to visit Joram. 

4 So the young man, the prophet," 17 Now the watclunan was standing 
went to Ramoth-gilead. SAnd when on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied 
he came, behold, the commanders of the company of Jehu as he came, and 
the army were in council; and he said, said, "I see a company." And Joram 
"I have an errand to you, 0 com- said, "Take a horseman, and send to 
mander." And Jehu said, "To which meet them, and let him say, 'Is it 
of us all?" And he said, "To you, 0 peace?'" 18 So a man on horseback 
commander." 6 So he arose, and went went to meet him, and said, "Thus says 
into the house; and the young man the king, 'ls it peace?'" And Jehu said, 
poured the oil on his head, saying to "What have you to do with peace? Turn 
him, "Thus says the LORD the God of round and ride behind me." And the 
Israel, I anoint you king over the people watclunan reported, saying, "The mes
of the LoRD, over Israel. 7And you shall senger reached them, but he is not com
strikc down the house of Ahab your ing back." 19 Then he sent out a second 
master, that I may avenge on Jez'ebel horseman, who came to them, and said, 
the blood of my servants the prophets, "Thus the king has said, 'ls it peace?' " 
and the blood of all the servants of the And Jehu answered, "What have you to 
LORD. H For the whole house of Ahab do with peace? Turn round and ride 
shall perish; and I will cut off from behind me." 20Again the watclunan 
Ahab every male, bond or free, in reported, "He reached them, but he is 
Israel. 9And I will make the house of not coming back. And the driving is like 
Ahab like the house of Jerobo'am the the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; 
son of Nebat, and like the house of Ba'- for he drives furiously." 
asha the son of Ahi'jah. I0And the dogs 21 Joram said, "Make ready." And 
shall eat Jez'ebel in the territory of they made ready his chariot. Then 
~' f!k Syr: l:lch the yo11ng man, the yow1g man, the prophet 
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2 KINGS 9 334 Death of Jezebel 
Joram king of Israel and Ahazi'ah king 
of Judah set out, each in his chariot, and 
went to meet Jehu, and met him at the 
property of Naboth the Jez'reelite. 
22And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, 
"Is it peace, Jehu?" He answered, 
"What peace can there be, so long as the 
harlotries and the sorceries of your 
mother Jez'ebel are so many?" 23 Then 
Joram reined about and fled, saying to 
Ahazi'ah, "Treachery, 0 Ahazi'ah!" 
24And Jehu drew his bow with his full 
strength, and shot Joram between the 
shoulders, so that the arrow pierced his 
heart, and he sank in his chariot. 25 Jehu 
said to Bidkar his aide, "Take him up, 
and cast him on the plot of ground be
longing to Na both the J ez'reelite; for 
remember, when you and I rode side by 
side behind Ahab his father, how the 
LORD uttered this oracle against him: 
26 'As surely as I saw yesterday the 
blood of Naboth and the blood of his 
sons-says the LoRD--I will requite 
you on this plot of ground.' Now there
fore take him up and cast him on the 
plot of ground, in accordance with the 
word of the LORD." 

27 When Ahazi'ah the king of Judah 
saw this, he fled in the direction of 
Beth-haggan. And Jehu pursued him, 
and said, "Shoot him also"; and they 
shot himJ in the chariot at the ascent of 
Gur, which is by Ib'le-am. And he fled 
to Megid'do, and died there. 28 His 
servants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his romb 
with his fathers in the city of David. 

29 In the eleventh year of Joram the 
son of Ahab, Ahazi'ah began to reign 
over Judah. 

30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jez'
ebel heard of it; and she painted her 
eyes, and adorned her head, and looked 
out of the window. llAnd as Jehu en
tered the gate, she said, "Is it peace, you 
Zimri, murderer of your master?" 
. l2And he lifted up his face to the win
dow, and said, "Who is on my side? 
Who?" Two or three eunuchs looked 
out at him. ll He said, "Throw her 
down." So they threw her down; and 
some of her blood spattered on the wall 
and on the horses, and they trampled on 
her. .14 Then he went in and ate and 
drank; and he said, "See now to this 
cursed woman, and bury her; for she 

is a king's daughter." 35 But when they 
went to bury her, they found no more 
of her than the skull and the feet and the 
palms of her hands. 36 When they came 
back and told him, he said, "This is the 
word of the LORD, which he spoke by 
his servant Eli'jah the Tishbite, 'In the 
territory of J ezreel the dogs shall eat the 
flesh of Jez'ebel; 37 and the corpse of 
Jez'ebel shall be as dung upon the face 
of the field in the territory of Jezreel, so 
that no one can say, This is Jez'ebel.' " 

lo Now Ahab had seventy sons in 
Samar'ia. So Jehu wrote letters, 

and sent them to Samar'ia, to the rulers 
of the city,k to the elders, and to the 
guardians of the sons of Ahab, saying, 
2 "Now then, as soon as this letter 
comes to you, seeing your master's sons 
are with you, and there are with you 
chariots and horses, fortified cities also, 
and weapons, l select the best and 
fittest of your master's sons and set him 
on his father's throne, and fight for your 
master's house." 4 But they were ex
ceedingly afraid, and said, "Behold, the 
two kings could not stand before him; 
how then can we stand?" s So he whu 
was over the palace, and he who was 
over the city, together with the elders 
and the guardians, sent to Jehu, saying, 
"We are your servants, and we will d" 
all that you bid us. We will not mah 
any one king; do whatever is good in 
your eyes." 6 Then he wrote to them a 
second letter, saying, "If you are on my 
side, and if you are ready to obey me, 
take the heads of vour master's sons. 
and come to me at )ezreel tomorrow at 
this time." Now the king's sons, se\"enty 
persons, were with the great men of the 
city, who were bringing them up. 7And 
when the letter came to them, the\" took 
the king's sons, and slew them, seventy 
persons, and put their heads in baskets. 
and sent them to him at Jezreel. s When 
the messenger came and told him . 
"They have brought the heads of the 
king's sons," he said, "Lay them in two 
heaps at the entrance of the gate until 
the morning." 9 Then in the morning, 
when he went out, he stood, and said 
to all the people, "You are innocent. It 
was I who conspired against my master. 
and slew him; but who struck down all 
these? 10 Know then that there shall fall 
to the earth nothing of the word of the 
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Jehu wipes out Baal worship 335 2 KINGS 10 
LoRD, which the LORD spoke concern- charge of the wardrobe, "Bring out the 
ing the house of Ahab; for the LORD vesunents for all the worshipers of 
has done what he said by his servant Ba'al." So he brought out the vesunents 
Eli'jah." 11 So Jehu slew all that re- for them. 23 Then Jehu went into the 
mained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, house of Ba'al with Jehon'adab the son 
all his great men, and his familiar of Rechab; and he said to the wor
friends, and his priests, until he left him shipers of Ba'al, "Search, and see that 
none remaining. there is no servant of the LORD here 

12 Then he set out and went to among you, but only the worshipers 
Samar'ia. On the way, when he was at of Ba'al." 24 Then he" went in to offer 
Beth-eked of the Shepherds, 13 Jehu sacrifices and burnt offerings. 
met the kinsmen of Ahazi'ah king of Now Jehu had stationed eighty men 
Judah, and he said, "Who are you?" outside, and said, "The man who allows 
And they answered, "We are the kins- any of those whom I give into your 
men of Ahazi'ah, and we came down to hands to escape shall forfeit his life." 
visit the royal princes and the sons of 25 So as soon as he had made an end of 
the queen mother." 14 He said, "Talce offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to 
them alive." And they took them alive, the guard and to the officers, "Go in 
and slew them at the pit of Beth-eked, and slay them; let not a man escape." 
forty-two persons, and he spared none So when they put them to the sword, 
of them. the guard and the officers cast them out 

15 And when he departed from there, and went into the inner roomv of the 
he met Jehon'adab the son of Rechab house of Ba'al 26 and they brought out 
coming to meet him; and he greeted the pillar that was in the house of Ba'al, 
him, and said to him, "Is your heart and burned it. 27And they demolished 
true to my heart as mine is to yours?"' the pillar of Ba'al, and demolished the 
And Jehon'adab answered, "It is." house of Ba'al, and made it a latrine to 
Jehu said,"' "If it is, give me your this day. 
hand." So he gave him his hand. And 28 Thus Jehu wiped out Ba'al from 
Jehu took him up with him into the Israel. 29 But Jehu did not turn aside 
chariot. 16And he said, "Come with me, from the sins of Jerobo'am the son of 
and sec my zeal for the LORD." So he" Nebat, which he made Israel to sin, the 
had him ride in his chariot. 17And when golden calves that were in Bethel, and 
he came to Samar'ia, he slew all that in Dan. 30And the LORD said to Jehu, 
remained to Ahab in Samar'ia, till he "Because you have done well in carrying 
had wiped them out, according to the out what is right in my eyes, and have 
word of the LORD which he spoke to done to the house of Ahab according to 
Eli'jah. all that was in my heart, your sons of 

18 Then Jehu assembled all the the fourth generation shall sit on the 
people, and said to them, "Ahab served throne of Israel." 31 But Jehu was not 
Ba'al a little; but Jehu will serve him careful to walk in the law of the LORD 
much. l'J Now therefore call to me all the God of Israel with all his heart; he 
the prophets of Ba'al, all his worshipers did not turn from the sins of Jerobo'am, 
and all his priests; let none be missing, which he made Israel to sin. 
for I have a great sacrifice to offer to 32 In those days the LORD began to 
Ba'al; whoever is missing shall not cut off parts of Israel. Haz'ael defeated 
live." But Jehu did it with cunning in them throughout the territory of Israel: 
order to destroy the worshipers of 3.1 from the Jordan eastward, all the land 
Ba'al. 20And Jehu ordered, "Sanctify a of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reu
solcmn assembly for Ba'al." So they benites, and the Manas'sites, from Aro'
prodaimed it. 21And Jehu sent through- er, which is by the valley of the Amon, 
out all Israel; and all the worshipers of that is, Gilead and Bashan .. 14 Now the 
Ba'al came, so that there was not a man rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he 
left who did not come. And they entered did, and all his might, are they not 
the house of Ba'al, and the house of written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
Ba'al was filled from one end to the the Kings of Israel? .15 So Jehu slept 
other. 22 He said to him who was in with his fathers, and they buried him 
~ <r,k: 1:"11.·h. ?s 11 ri~ht with -rim1r h~·tJrl, a~ rny ht•art is 1vi1h your hi!art? 111 Gk: Heb lack~ Jl•hu H1id 
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2 KINGS 10 336 Death of Athaliah 
in Samar'ia. And Jeho'ahaz his son 
reigned in his stead. 36 The time that 
Jehu reigned over Israel in Samar'ia was 
twenty-eight years. 

11 Now when Athali'ah the mother 
of Ahazi'ah saw that her son was 

dead, she arose and dest~oyed all the 
royal family. 2 But Jehosh'eba, the 
daughter of King Joram, sister of 
Ahazi'ah, took Jo'ash t.fte son of Ahazi'
ah, and stole him aWlJY from among t_he 
king's sons who were about to be slam, 
and she put" him- and his nurse in a 
bedchamber. Thus she• hid him from 
Athali'ah, so th~ he was not slain; ·' and 
he remained with her six years, hid in 
the house of the LORD, while Athali'ah 
reigned over'the land. 

4 But in' the seventh year Jehoi'ada 
sent and brought the captains of the 
Carites and of the guards, and had them 
come to him in the house of the LORD; 
and he made a covenant with them and 
put them under oath in the house of the 
LORD, and he showed them the king's 
son. 5And he commanded them, "This 
is the thing that you shall do: one third 
of you, those who come off duty on the 
sabbath and guard the king's house 
6 (another third being at the gate Sur 
and a third at the gate behind the 
guards), shall guard the palace; 7 and 
the two divisions of you, which come 
on duty in force on the sabbath and 
guard the house of the LORD,' 8 shall 
surround the king, each with his 
weapons in his hand; and whoever 
approaches the ranks is to be slain. Be 
with the king when he goes out and 
when he comes in." 

9 The captains did according to all 
that Jehoi'ada the priest commanded, 
and each brought his men who were to 
go off duty on the sabbath, with those 
who were to come on duty on the sab
bath, and came to Jehoi'ada the priest. 
IOAnd the priest delivered to the cap
tains the spears and shields that had 
been King David's, which were in the 
house of the LORD; 11 and the guards 
stood, every man with his weapons in 
his hand, from the south side of the 
house to the north side of the house, 
around the altar and the house. 1 I~ Then 
he brought out the king's son, and put 
the crown upon him, and gave him the 

testimony; and they proclaimed him 
king, and anointed him; and they 
clapped their hands, and said, "Long 
live the king'" 

13 When Athali'ah heard the noise ol 
the guard and of the people, she went 
into the house of the LORD to the 
people; I• and when she looked, there 
was the king standing by the pillar. 
according to the custom, and the cap
tains and the trumpeten beside the 
king, and all the people of the land re
joicing and blowing trumpets. And 
Athali'ah rent her clothes. and cried, 
"Treason! Treason!" 15 Then Jehoi'ada 
the priest commanded the captains who 
were set over the army, "Bring her out 
between the ranks; and slay wirh the 
sword any one who follows her.'" for 
the priest said. "Let her nor be slain 
in the house of the LORD." 11> So rhev 
laid hands on her; and she wenr rhrough 
the horses' entrance to the king\ house. 
and there she was slain. 

17 And Jehoi"ada made a co\·enant 
between the LORD and the king and 
people, that rhcy should be rhe LoRo's 
people; and also between rhe king and 
the people. I' Then all rhe peopk of the 
land went to rhe house of Ba al. and 
tore ir down; his altars and his images 
they broke in pieces. and rhey sic\\ 
Mattan the priesr of Ba' al before the 
altars. And the priest posred watchmen 
over rhe house of the LORD. i"And he 
took rhe captains. rhe Carnes. rhe 
guards, and all the people of rhe land , 
and rhey brought rhe king down from 
the house of the LORD, marchinJ! 
through the irate of the guards to the 
king·s house. And he took his sear on rhe 
throne of the kings. 20 So all rhe peopk 
of the land rejoiced; and the city wa' 
quiet after Athali'ah had been slain wirh 
the sword at rhc king's house. 

21" J eho 'ash was seven years old 
when he began to reign. 

12 In the >eventh year of Jehu 
J eho ·ash began to reign. and he 

reigned forty years in Jerusalem. H1' 
mother's name was Zib iah of Beer
sheba. !And Jeho'ash did whar w;b 
right in rhe eyes of the LORD all his 
days, because Jehoi ·ada rhe priest in
structed him. -' Nc,·enheless rhe hiJ,!h 
places were nor taken away; rhe pcopk 

1~ With 2 Chron 22.11: Heh lacks mu/ .~he.· pm 1 Gk Syr \'~ Comp;in· 2 Chnin 22. 11 Hdi rJ,,·, 
.~ Heh the LORD to the kmK 1 Heb tht· hou.H· 10 tlll· kmx '1 Ch 12.1 m Heh 
IJ.1-20: 2 Chron 22.10-23.21. IJ.21-12.14: 2 Chron 2-1.1-1.t. 



House of the LoRD repaired 337 2 KINGS 13 
continued to sacrifice and bum incense pay out to the workmen, for they dealt 
on the high places. honestly. 16 The money from the guilt 

.J Jeho'ash said to the priests, "All the offerings and the money from the sin 
money of the holy things which is offerings was not brought into the house 
brought into the house of the LORD, the of the LORD; it belonged to the priests. 
money for which each man is assessed- 17 At that time Haz'ael king of Syria 
the money from the assessment of per- went up and fought against Gath, and 
sons-and the money which a man's took it. But when Haz'ael set his face to 
heart prompts him to bring into the go up against Jerusalem, 18 Jeho'ash 
house of the LORD, s let the priests king of Judah took all the votive gifts 
take, each from his acquaintance; and that Jehosh'aphat and Jeho'ram and 
let them repair the house wherever any Ahazi'ah, his fathers, the kings of 
need of repairs is discovered." 6 But by Judah, had dedicated, and his own 
the twenty-third year of King Jeho'ash votive gifts, and all the gold that was 
the priests had made no repairs on the found in the treasuries of the house of 
house. 7 Therefore King Jeho'ash sum- the LORD and of the king's house, and 
moned Jehoi'ada the priest and the sent these to Haz'ael king of Syria. 
other priests and said to them, "Why Then Haz'ael went away from Jeru
are you not repairing the house? Now salem. 
therefore take no more money from 19 Now the rest of the acts of Jo'ash, 
your acquaintances, but hand it over for and all that he did, are they not written 
the repair of the house." 8 So the priests in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
agreed that they should take no more Kings of Judah? 20 His servants arose 
money from the people, and that they and made a conspiracy, and slew Jo'ash 
should not repair the house. in the house of Millo, on the way that 

9 Then Jehoi'ada the priest took a goes down to Silla. 21 It was Jo'zacar the 
chest, and bored a hole in the lid of it, son of Shim'eath and Jeho'zabad the 
and set it beside the altar on the right son of Shomer, his servants, who struck 
side as one entered the house of the him down, so that he died. And they 
LORD; and the priests who guarded the buried him with his fathers in the city 
threshold put in it all the money that of David, and Amazi'ah his son reigned 
was brought into the house of the in his stead. 
LORD. IOAnd whenever they saw that 13 In the twenty-third year of 
there was much money in the chest, the Jo'ash the son of Ahazi'ah, king of 
king's secretary and the high priest Judah, Jeho'ahaz the son of Jehu began 
came up and they counted and tied up to reign over Israel in Samar'ia, and he 
in bags the money that was found in the reigned seventeen years. 2 He did what 
house of the LORD. 11 Then they would was evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
give the money that was weighed out followed the sins of Jerobo'am the son 
into the hands of the workmen who had of Ne bat, which he made Israel to sin; 
the oversight of the house of the LORD; he did not depart from them. 3And the 
and they paid it out to the carpenters anger of the LORD was kindled against 
and the builders who worked upon the Israel, and he gave them continually 
house of the LORD, 12 and to the masons into the hand of Haz'ael king of Syria 
and the stonecutters, as well as to buy and into the hand of Ben-ha'dad the son 
timber and quarried stone for making of Haz'ael. 4 Then Jeho'ahaz besought 
repairs on the house of the LORD, and the LORD, and the LORD hearkened to 
for any outlay upon the repairs of the him; for he saw the oppression of Israel, 
house. 1.i But there were not made for how the king of Syria oppressed them. 
the house of the LORD basins of silver, s (Therefore the LORD gave Israel a 
snuffers, bowls, trumpets, or any vessels savior, so that they escaped from the 
of gold, or of silver, from the money hand of the Syrians; and the people of 
that was brought into the house of the Israel dwelt in their homes as formerly. 
LORD, 14 for that was given to the 6 Nevertheless they did not depart from 
workmen who were repairing the house the sins of the house of Jerobo'am, 
of the LORD with it. IS And they did not which he made Israel to sin, but 
ask an accounting from the men into walked v in them; and the Ashe'rah also 
whose hand they delivered the money to remained in Samar'ia.) 7 For there was 
,. Gk Syr Tg Vg: Heb he walked 12.17-21: 2 Chron 24.23-26. 



2 KINGS 13 338 Death of Elisha 
not left to Jeho'ahaz an army of more him. Now bands of Moabites used to 
than fifty horsemen and ten chariots and invade the land in the spring of the 
ten thousand footmen; for the king of year. 21And as a man was being buried, 
Syria had destroyed them and made lo, a marauding band was seen and the 
them like the dust at threshing. 8 Now man was cast into the grave of Eli'sha; 
the rest of the acts of Jeho'ahaz and all and as soon as the man touched the 
that he did, and his might, are they not bones of Eli'sha, he revived, and stood 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of on his feet. 
the Kings of Israel? 9 So Jeho'ahaz slept 22 Now Haz'ael king of Syria op
with his fathers, and they buried him in pressed Israel all the days of Jeho'ahaz. 
Samar'ia; and Jo'ash his son reigned in 23 But the LORD was gracious to them 
his stead. and had compassion on them, and he 

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Jo'ash turned toward them, because of his 
king of Judah Jeho'ash the son of Jeho'- covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
ahaz began to reign over Israel in Jacob, and would not destroy them; nor 
Samar'ia, and he reigned sixteen years. has he cast them from his presence until 
11 He also did what was evil in the sight now. 
of the LORD; he did not depart from all 24 When Haz'ael king of Syria died, 
the sins of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, Ben-ha' dad his son became king in his 
which he made Israel to sin, but he stead. 25 Then Jeho'ash the son of 
walked in them. 12 Now the rest of the Jeho'ahaz took again from Ben-ha'dad 
acts of Jo'ash, and all that he did, and the son of Haz'ael the cities which he 
the might with which he fought against had taken from Jeho'ahaz his father in 
Amazi'ah king of Judah, are they not war. Three times Jo'ash defeated him 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of and recovered the cities of Israel. 
the Kings of Israel? 13 So Jo'ash slept 14 In the second year of Jo'ash the 
with his fathers, and Jerobo'am sat upon son of Jo'ahaz, king of Israel, 
his throne; and Jo'ash was buried in Amazi'ah the son of Jo'ash, king of 
Samar'ia with the kings of Israel. Judah, began to reign. 2 He was twenty-

14 Now when Eli'sha had fallen sick five years old when he began to reign, 
with the illness of which he was to die, and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
Jo'ash king of Israel went down to him, Jerusalem. His mother's name was 
and wept before him, crying, "My Jeho-ad'din of Jerusalem. 3And he did 
father, my father! The chariots of what was right in the eyes of the LORD, 
Israel and its horsemen 1" IS And Eli'sha yet not like David his father; he did in 
said to him, "Take a bow and arrows"; all things as Jo'ash his father had done. 
so he took a bow and arrows. 16 Then he 4 But the high places were not removed; 
said to the king of Israel, "Draw the the people still sacrificed and burned in
bow"; and he drew it. And Eli'sha laid cense on the high places. 5And as 
his hands upon the king's hands. 17And soon as the royal power was firmly in 
he said, "Open the window eastward"; his hand he killed his servants who 
and he opened it. Then Eli'sha said, had slain the king his father. 6 But he 
"Shoot"; and he shot. And he said, did not put to death the children of 
"The LoRD's arrow of victory, the the murderers; according to what is 
arrow of victory over Syria! For you written in the book of the law of Moses, 
shall fight the Syrians in Aphek until where the LORD commanded, "The 
you have made an end of them." 18And fathers shall not be put to death for the 
he said, "Take the arrows"; and he took children, or the children be put to 
them. And he said to the king of Israel, death for the fathers; but every man 
"Strike the ground with them"; and he shall die for his own sin." 
struck three times, and stopped. 7 He killed ten thousand Edomites in 
19 Then the man of God was angry with the Valley of Salt and took Sela by 
him, and said, "You should have struck storm, and called it Jok'theel, which is 
five or six times; then you would have its name to this day. 
struck down Syria until you had made 8 Then Amazi'ah sent messengers to 
an end of it, but now you will strike Jeho'ash the son of Jeho'ahaz, son of 
down Syria only three times." Jehu, king of Israel, saying, "Come, 

20 So Eli'sha died, and they buried let us look one another in the face." 
14.2-6: 2 Chron 25.1-4. 14.7: 2 Chron 25.11. 14.8-14: 2 Chron 25.17-24. 



2 KINGS 15 Judah defeated by Israel 339 
23 In the fifteenth year of Amazi'ah 

the son of Jo'ash, king of Judah, Jero
bo'am the son of Jo'ash, king of Israel, 
began to reign in Sarnar'ia, and he 
reigned forty-one years. 24And he did 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD; 
he did not depart from all the sins of 
Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, which he 
made Israel to sin. 2s He restored the 
border of Israel from the entrance of 
Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, which he spoke by his 
servant Jonah the son of Amit'tai, the 
prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. 
26 For the LORD saw that the affliction 
of Israel was very bitter, for there was 
none left, bond or free, and there was 
none to help Israel. 27 But the LORD had 
not said that he would blot out the name 
of Israel from under heaven, so he 
saved them by the hand of Jerobo'am 
the son of Jo'ash. 

9And Jeho'ash king of Israel sent word 
to Amazi'ah king of Judah, "A thistle on 
Lebanon sent to a cedar on Lebanon, 
saying, 'Give your daughter to my son 
for a wife'; and a wild beast of Lebanon 
passed by and tram~led down . the 
thistle. IO You have mdeed snutten 
Edom, and your heart has lifted you up. 
Be content with your glory, and stay at 
home; for why should you provoke 
trouble so that you fall, you and Judah 
with you?" 

11 But Amazi'ah would not listen. So 
Jeho'ash king of Israel went up, and he 
and Amazi'ah king of Judah faced one 
another in battle at Beth-she'mesh, 
which belongs to Judah. 12And Judah 
was defeated by Israel, and every man 
fled to his home. BAnd Jeho'ash king of 
Israel captured Amazi'ah king of Judah, 
the son of Jeho'ash, son of Ahazi'ah, at 
Beth-she'mesh, and came to Jerusalem, 
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem 
for four hundred cubits, from the 
E'phraim Gate to the Corner Gate. 
I4And he seized all the gold and silver, 
and all the vessels that were found in the 
house of the LORD and in the treasuries 
of the king's house, also hostages, and 
he returned to Samar'ia. 

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jeho'
ash which he did, and his might, and 
how he fought with Amazi'ah king of 
Judah, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 
16And Jeho'ash slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samar'ia with the 
kings of Israel; and Jerobo'am his son 
reigned in his stead. 

17 Amazi'ah the son of Jo'ash, king 
of Judah, lived fifteen years after the 
death of Jeho'ash son of Jeho'ahaz, king 
of Israel. 18 Now the rest of the deeds of 
Amazi'ah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah? lYAnd they made a conspiracy 
against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to 
Lachish. But they sent after him to 
Lachish, and slew him there. 20And 
they brought him upon horses; and he 
was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers 
in_ the city of David. 21And all the people 
ot Judah took Azari'ah, who was sixteen 
years old, and made him king instead of 
his father Amazi'ah. 22 He built Elath 
and restored it to Judah, after the king 
slept with his fathers. 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Jero
bo'am, and all that he did, and his 
might, how he fought, and how he re
covered for Israel Damascus and Ha
math, which had belonged to Judah, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 2YAnd 
Jerobo'am slept with his fathers, the 
kings of Israel, and Zechari'ah his son 
reigned in his stead. 

15 In the twenty-seventh year of 
Jerobo'am king of Israel Azari'ah 

the son of Amazi'ah, king of Judah, 
began to reign. 2 He was sixteen years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. 
His mother's name was Jecoli'ah of 
Jerusalem. JAnd he did what was right 
in the eyes of the LORD, according to all 
that his father Amazi'ah had done. 
4 Nevertheless the high places were not 
taken away; the people still sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high places. 
SAnd the LORD smote the king, so that 
he was a leper to the day of his death, 
and he dwelt in a separate house. And 
Jotham the king's son was over the 
household, governing the people of the 
land. 6 Now the rest of the acts of 
Azari'ah, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron
icles of the Kings of Judah? 7And 
Azari'ah slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him with his fathers in the city 

14.17-20: 2 Chron 25.25-28. 14.21-22: 2 Chron 26.1-2. 15.Z-3: 2 Chron 26.J-4. 
15.6-7: 2 Chron 2b.20-2J. 



2 KINGS 15 340 Succession of evil kings 
of David, and Jotham 
in his stead. 

his son reigned not stay there in the land. 21 Now the 

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azari'ah 
king of Judah Zechari'ah the son of 
Jerobo'am reigned over Israel in Sa
mar'ia six months. 9And he did what 
was evil in the sight of the LORD, as his 
fathers had done. He did not depart 
from the sins of Jerobo'am the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 
10 Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired 
against him, and struck him down at 
Ib'le-am, u: and killed him, and reigned 
in his stead. 11 Now the rest of the 
deeds of Zechari'ah, behold, they are 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel. 12 (This was the 
promise of the LORD which he gave to 
Jehu, "Your sons shall sit upon the 
throne of Israel to the fourth genera
tion." And so it came to pass.) 

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began 
to reign in the thirty-ninth year of 
Uzzi'ah king of Judah, and he reigned 
one month in Samar'ia. 14 Then Men'
ahem the son of Gadi came up from 
Tirzah and came to Samar'ia, and he 
struck down Shallum the son of Jabesh 
in Samar'ia and slew him, and reigned 
in his stead. 15 Now the rest of the deeds 
of Shallum, and the conspiracy which 
he made, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel. 16At that time Men'ahem sacked 
Tap'pu-ah.r and all who were in it and 
its territory from Tirzah on; because 
they did not open it to him, therefore he 
sacked it, and he ripped up all the 
women in it who were with child. 

17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azari'ah 
king of Judah Men'ahem the son of 
Gadi began to reign over Israel, and he 
reigned ten years in Samar'ia. lHAnd he 
did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD; he did not depart all his days 
from all the sins of Jerobo'am the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 
19 Pul the king of Assyria came against 
the land; and Men'ahem gave Pu! a 
thousand talents of silver, that he might 
help him to confirm his hold of the royal 
power. 20 Men'ahem exacted the money 
from Israel, that is, from all the wealthy 
men, fifty shekels of silver from every 
man, to give to the king of Assyria. So 
the king of Assyria turned back, and did 

rest of the deeds of Men'ahem, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 22And Men'ahem slept with his 
fathers, and Pekahi'ah his son reigned 
in his stead. 

23 In the fiftieth year of Azari 'ah king 
of Judah Pekahi'ah the son of Men·
ahem began to reign over Israel in 
Samar'ia, and he reigned two years. 
24And he did what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD; he did not turn away from 
the sins of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel to sin. 2>And 
Pekah the son of Remali'ah, his cap
tain, conspired against him with fifty 
men of the Gileadites, and slew him in 
Samar'ia, in the citadel of the king's 
house ;Y he slew him, and reigned in his 
stead. 26 Now the rest of the deeds of 
Pekahi'ah, and all that he did, behold, 
they are written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 

27 In the fifty-second year of Azari ·ah 
king of Judah Pekah the son of Rema
Ii'ah began to reign over Israel in 
Samar'ia, and reigned twenty years. 
28And he did what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD; he did not depart from the 
sins of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat. 
which he made Israel to sin. 

29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel 
Tig'lath-pile'ser king of Assyria came 
and captured l'jon, A'bel-beth-ma'
acah, Jano'ah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, 
and Galilee, all the land of Naph"tali; 
and he carried the people captive to 
Assyria .. 10 Then Hoshe'a the son of 
Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah 
the son of Remali'ah, and struck him 
down, and slew him, and reigned in his 
stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham 
the son of Uzzi'ah . .II Now the rest of 
the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, 
behold, they are written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the .Kings of Israel. 

32 In the second year of Pekah the 
son of Remali'ah, king of Israel, Jotham 
the son of Uzzi'ah, king of Judah, began 
to reign .. I.I He was twenty-five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Jeru'sha the daughter of 
Zadok .. 14And he did what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD, according to all 

w Gk Compare 9.27: Heb before the people I Compare Gk: Heb Tipluah 
!J Heb adds Argob and Arieh, which probably belong rn the list of ph1ccs in verse 2Q 
15.33-35: 2 Chron 27.1-3. 



Ahaz a vassal of Assyria 341 2 KINGS 17 
that his father Uzzi'ah had done. Assyria, he saw the altar that was at 
.1s Nevertheless the high places were not Damascus. And King Ahaz sent to 
removed; the people still sacrificed and Uri'ah the priest a model of the altar, 
burned incense on the high places. He and its pattern, exact in all its details. 
built the upper gate of the house of the 1 lAnd Uri'ah the priest built the altar; 
LORD. J6 Now the rest of the acts of in accordance with all that King Ahaz 
Jotham, and all that he did, are they not had sent from Damascus, so Uri'ah the 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of priest made it, before King Ahaz 
the Kings of Judah? 37 In those days the arrived from Damascus. 12And when 
LORD bega:1 to send Rezin the king of the king came from Damascus, the king 
Syria and Pekah the son of Remali'ah viewed the altar. Then the king drew 
against Judah. -18 Jotham slept with his near to the altar, and went up on it, 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers 13 and burned his burnt offering and his 
in the city of David his father; and Ahaz cereal offering, and poured his drink 
his son reigned in his stead. offering, and threw the blood of his 

16 In the seventeenth year of Pekah peace offerings upon the altar. 14And the 
the son of Remali'ah, Ahaz the bronze altar which was before the LORD 

son of Jotham, king of Judah, began to he removed from the front of the house, 
reign. 2Ahaz was twenty years old when from the place between his altar and the 
he began to reign, and he reigned six- house of the LORD, and put it on the 
teen years in Jerusalem. And he did not north side of his altar. IS And King Ahaz 
do what was right in the eyes of the commanded Uri'ah the priest, saying, 
LORD his God, as his father David had "Upon the great altar bum the morning 
done, J but he walked in the way of the burnt offering, and the evening cereal 
kings of Israel. He even burned his son offering, and the king's burnt offering, 
as an offering,' according to the abomi- and his cereal offering, with the burnt 
nab le practices of the nations whom the offering of all the people of the land, and 
LORD drove out before the people of their cereal offering, and their drink 
Israel. 4And he sacrificed and burned offering; and throw upon it all the blood 
incense on the high places, and on the of the burnt offering, and all the blood 
hills, and under every green tree. of the sacrifice; but the bronze altar 

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah shall be for me to inquire by." 16 Uri'ah 
the son of Rcmali'ah, king of Israel, the priest did all this, as King Ahaz 
came up to wage war on Jerusalem, and commanded. 
they besieged Ahaz but could not con- 17 And King Ahaz cut off the frames 
quer him. 0At that time" the king of of the stands, and removed the !aver 
Edom'' recovered Elath for Edom,1' and from them, and he took down the sea 
drove the men of Judah from Elath; and from off the bronze oxen that were un
the Edomites came to Elath, where they der it, and put it upon a pediment of 
dwell to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent mes- stone. 18And the covered way for the 
sengers to Tig'lath-pile'ser king of sabbath which had been built inside the 
Assyria, saying, "'I am your servant and palace, and the outer entrance for the 
your son. Come up, and rescue me from king he removed from" the house of the 
the hand of the king of Syria and from LORD, because of the king of Assyria. 
the hand of the king of Israel, who are 19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz 
attacking me." 8Ahaz also took the which he did, are they not written in the 
silver and gold that was found in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
house of the LORD and in the treasures Judah? 211And Ahaz slept with his fa
of the king's house, and sent a present thers, and was buried with his fathers in 
to the king of Assyria. 9And the king of the city of David; and Hezeki'ah his son 
Assyria hearkened to him; the king of reigned in his stead. 
Assyria marched up against Damascus, 17 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king 
and took it, carrying its people captive of Judah Hoshe'a the son of Elah 
to Kir, and he killed Rezin. began to reign in Samar'ia over Israel, 

I 0 When King Ahaz went to Da- and he reigned nine years. 2And he did 
mascus to meet Tig'lath-pile'ser king of what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 

1~ g~ /'Ji~~ ~~r~~~ ~~pass thro11gh the fire 
11 Heb At chat time Rezi11 I> Heb A ram (Syria) 
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2 KINGS 17 342 Israel exiled to Assyria 
yet not as the kings of Israel who were tions that were round about them, con
before him. ·'Against him came up ceming whom the LORD had com
Shalmane'ser king of Assyria; and manded them that they should not do 
Hoshe'a became his vassal, and paid like them. I6And they forsook all the 
him tribute. 4 But the king of Assyria commandments of the LORD their God. 
found treachery in Hoshe'a; for he had and made for themselves molten images 
sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, of two calves; and they made an Ashe'
and offered no tribute to the king of rah, and worshiped all the host of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year; heaven, and served Ba'al. 17And they 
therefore the king of Assyria shut him burned their sons and their daughters as 
up, and bound him in prison. 'Then offerings,' and used divination and 
the king of Assyria invaded all the land sorcery, and sold themselves to do evil 
and came to Samar'ia, and for three in the sight of the LORD, provoking him 
years he besieged it. 6 In the ninth year to anger. IH Therefore the LORD wa' 
of Hoshe'a the king of Assyria captured very angry with Israel, and removed 
Samar'ia, and he carried the Israelites them out of his sight; none was left but 
away to Assyria, and placed them in the tribe of Judah only. 
Halah, and on the Habor, the river of 19 Judah also did not keep the com
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. mandments of the LORD their God, but 

7 And this was so, because the people walked in the customs which Israel had 
of Israel had sinned against the LORD introduced. 20And the LORD rejected all 
their God, who had brought them up the descendants of Israel, and afflicted 
out of the land of Egypt from under the them, and gave them into the hand fll 
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had spoilers, until he had cast them out ol 
feared other gods H and walked in the his sight. 
customs of the nations whom the LORD 21 When he had tom Israel from the 
drove out before the people of Israel, house of David they made Jerobo"am 
and in the customs which the kings of the son of Nebat king. And Jerobo'am 
Israel had introduced-" 9And the people drove Israel from following the LoRn 
of Israel did secretly against the LORD and made them commit great sin. ~ The 
their God things that were not right. people of Israel walked in all the sim 
They built for themselves high places at which Jerobo'am did; they did not dL· 
all their towns, from watchtower to part from them, 2.I until the LORD re· 
fortified city; IO they set up for them- moved Israel out of his sight, as he had 
selves pillars and Ashe'rim on every spoken by all his servants the i::-ropheb. 
high hill and under every green tree; So Israel was exiled from their own land 
11 and there they burned incense on all to Assyria until this day. 
the high places, as the nations did whom 24 And the king of Assyria brought 
the LORD carried away before them. people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva. 
And they did wicked things, provoking Hamath, and Sepharva'im, and placed 
the LORD to anger, 12 and they served them in the cities of Sarnar'ia instead flf 
idols, of which the LORD had said to the people of Israel; and they took 
them, "You shall not do this." 13 Yet the possession of Samar'ia, and dwelt in its 
LORD warned Israel and Judah by every cities. 2SAnd at the beginning of their 
prophet and every s~er, saying, "Turn dwelling there, they did not fear the 
from your evil ways and keep my com- LORD; therefore the LORD sent lions 
mandments and my statutes, in ac- among them, which killed some of 
cordance with all the law which I com- them. 26 So the king of Assyria was told, 
manded your fathers, and which I sent "The nations which you have carried 
to you by my servants the prophets." away and placed in the cities of Samar'ia 
14 But they would not listen, but were do not know the law of the god of the 
stubborn, as their fathers had been, land; therefore he has sent lions among 
who did not believe in the LORD their them, and behold, they are killing them, 
God. 15 They despised his statutes, and because they do not know the law of the 
his covenant that he made with their god of the land." 27 Then the king or 
fathers, and the warnings which he gave Assyria commanded, "Send there one 
them. They went after false idols, and of the priests whom you carried away 
became false, and they followed the na- thence; and let himf go and dwell there. 
d Heb obscure "Or made 1heir som a11d rheir daughurs pass rhrough rhe fire f Syr Vg: Heb rllem 
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and teach them the law of the god of the 18 In the third year of Hoshe'a son 
land." 28 So one of the priests wliom of Elah, king of Israel, Hezeki'ah 
they had carried away from Samar'ia the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to 
came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old 
them how they should fear the LORD. when he began to reign, and he reigned 

29 But every nation still made gods twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His 
of its own, and put them in the shrines mother's name was Abi the daughter of 
of the high places which the Samaritans Zechari'ah. 3And he did what was right 
had made, every nation in the cities in in the eyes of the LORD, according to all 
which they dwelt; 30 the men of Baby- that David his father had done. 4 He re
lon made Suc'coth-be'noth, the men of moved the high places, and broke the 
Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath pillars, and cut down the Ashe'rah. And 
made Ashi'ma, 31 and the Av'vites made he broke in pieces the bronze serpent 
Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sephar'- that Moses had made, for until those 
vices burned their children in the fire to days the people of Israel had burned 
Adram'melech and Anam'melech, the incense to it; it was called Nehush'tan. 
gods of Sepharva'im. 32 They also 5 He trusted in the LORD the God of 
feared the LORD, and aopointed from Israel; so that there was none like him 
among themselves all sorts of people as among all the kings of Judah after him, 
priests of the high places, who sacrificed nor among those who were before him, 
for them in the shrines of the high 6 For he held fast to the LORD; he did 
places. 33 So they feared the LORD but not depart from following him, but kept 
also served their own gods, after the the commandments which the LORD 
manner of the nations from among commanded Moses. 7 And the LORD was 
whom they had been carried away. with him; wherever he went forth, he 
.14 To this day they do according to the prospered. He rebelled against the king 
former manner. of Assyria, and would not serve him. 

They do not fear the LORD, and they 8 He smote the Philistines as far as Gaza 
do not follow the statutes or the ordi- and its territory, from watchtower to 
nances or the law or the commandment fortified city. 
which the LoRD commanded the chi!- 9 In the fourth year of King Hezeki'
dren of Jacob, whom he named Israel. ah, which was the seventh year of 
.15 The LORD made a covenant with Hushe'a son of Elah, king of Israel, 
them, and commanded them, "You Shalntane'ser king of Assyria came up 
shall not fear other gods or bow your- against Samar'ia and besieged it 10 and 
selves to them or serve them or sacrifice at the end of three years he took it. In 
to them; ·16 but you shall fear the LORD, the sixth year of Hezeki'ah, which was 
who brought you out of the land of the ninth year of Hoshe'a king of Israel, 
Egypt with great power and with an Samar'ia was taken. II The king of 
outstretched arm; you shall bow your- Assyria carried the Israelites away to 
selves to him, and to him you shall Assyria, and put them in Halah, and on 
sacrifice. 17And the statutes and the the Habor, the river of Guzan, and in 
ordinances and the law and the com- the cities of the Medes, 12 because they 
mandment which he wrote for you, you did not obey the voice of the LORD their 
shall always be careful to do. You shall God but transgressed his covenant, even 
not fear other gods, 3H and you shall not all that Moses the servant of the LoRD 
forget the covenant that I have made commanded; they neither listened nor 
with you. You shall not fear other gods, obeyed. 
Yi hut you shall fear the LORD your 13 In the fourteenth year of King 
God, and he will deliver you out of the Hezeki'ah Sennach'erib king of Assyria 
hand of all your enemies." 411 However came up against all the fortified cities of 
they would not listen, but they did ac- Judah and took them. I4And Hezeki'ah 
cording to their former manner. king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria 

41 So these nations feared the LORD, at Lachish, saying, "I have done wrong; 
and also served their graven images; withdraw from me; whatever you im
their children likewise, and their chil- pose on me I will bear." And the king of 
dren's children-as their fathers did, so Assyria required of Hezeki'ah king of 
they do to this day, Judah three hundred talents of silver 
18.1-3: 2 Chron 29.1-2. 18.13-19.37: 2 Chron 32.1-21; ls 36.1-37.38. 
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and chircy ralencs of gold. 15And Heze- mascer sent me co speak chese words co 
ki'ah gave him all che silver char was your mascer and co you, and nor to the 
found in che house of the LORD, and men sining on che wall, who are 
in the creasuries of che king's house. doomed with you to ear cheir own dung 
16At char rime Hezeki'ah scripped che and to drink cheir own urine?" 
gold from che doors of the temple of the 28 Then the Rab'shakeh scood and 
LORD, and from che doorposcs which called our in a loud voice in che lan
Hezeki'ah king of Judah had overlaid guage of Judah: "Hear che word of the 
and gave it co che king of Assyria. 17 And greac king, che king of Assyria! 2Y Thus 
the king of Assyria sent che Tarran, che says the king: 'Do nor let Hezeki'ah de
Rab'saris, and che Rab'shakeh wich a ceive you, for he will nor be able co 
great army from Lachish to King deliver you our of my hand. 30 Do nor 
Hezeki'ah ac Jerusalem. And chey wenc lee Hezeki'ah make you co rely on che 
up and came co Jerusalem. When they LORD by saying, The LORD will surely 
arrived, chey came and scood by the deliver us, and chis city will nor be given 
conduit of the upper pool, which is on into Che hand of che king of Assyria.' 
the highway to che Fuller's Field. 18And 31 Do nor listen co Hezeki'ah; for chus 
when chey called for che king, there says the king of Assyria: 'Make your 
came our co chem Eli'akim che son of peace with me and come out co me; then 
Hilki'ah, who was over che household, every one of you will ear of his own vine, 
and Shebnah che secrecary, and Jo'ah and every one of his own fig cree, and 
che son of Asaph, the recorder. every one of you will drink Che wacer 

19 And the Rab'shakeh said co them, of his own cistern; 32 until I come and 
"Say co Hezeki'ah, 'Thus says the great take you away co a land like your own 
king, the king of Assyria: On what do land, a land of grain and wine, a land 
you rest this confidence of yours? 20 Do of bread and vineyards, a land of oli\·e 
you think that mere words are strategy trees and honey, that you may live, and 
and power for war? On whom do you not die. And do nor listen co Hezeki'ah 
now rely, that you have rebelled against when he misleads you by saying, The 
me? 21 Behold, you are relying now on LORD will deliver us. 33 Has anv of the 
Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, which gods of the nations ever delivered his 
will pierce the hand of any man who land out of the hand of the king of 
leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Assyria? 3-l Where are che gods of 
Egypt to all who rely on him. 22 But if Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods 
you say co me, "We rely on the LORD of Sepharva'im, Hena, and lvvah? Have 
our God," is it not he whose high places they delivered Samar'ia out of my hand' 
and altars Hezeki'ah has removed, say- 35 Who among all the gods of che coun
ing co Judah and co Jerusalem, "You tries have delivered their countries out 
shall worship before this altar in Jeru- of my hand, chat the LORD should de
salem"? 23 Come now, make a wager liver Jerusalem out of my hand?' " 
with my master the king of Assyria: I 36 But the people were silent and 
will give you two thousand horses, if answered him not a word, for the king's 
you are able on your part co set riders command was, "Do not answer him." 
upon them. 24 How then can you repulse 37 Then Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, 
a single captain among the least of my who was over the household, and Sheb
master's servants, when you rely on na the secretary, and Jo'ah the son of 
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? Asaph, the recorder, came co Hezekiah 
25 Moreover, is it without the LORD that with their clothes rent, and told him chc 
I have come up against this place to words of the Rab'shakeh. 
destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up 19 When King Hezeki'ah heard ic, 
against this land, and destroy ic.' " he rent his clothes, and covered 

26 Then Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, himself with sackcloth, and went into 
and Shebnah, and Jo'ah, said to the the house of the LORD. 2And he sent 
Rab'shakeh, "Pray, speak to your serv- Eli'akim, who was over the household, 
ants in che Aramaic language, for we and Shebna the secretary, and the senior 
understand it; do not speak to us in the priests, covered with sackcloth, tu th.: 
language of Judah within the hearing of prophec Isaiah the son of Amoz. 3 They 
the people who are on the wall." 27 But said to him, "Thus says Hezeki'ah, This 
the Rab'shakeh said to them, "Has my day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of 
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disgrace; children have come to the have laid waste the nations and their 
birth, and there is no strength to bring lands, 18 and have cast their gods into 
them forth. 4 It may be that the LORD the fire; for they were no gods, but the 
vour God heard all the words of the work of men's hands, wood and stone; 
Rab'shakeh, whom his master the king therefore they were destroyed. 19 So 
of Assyria has sent to mock the living now, 0 LORD our God, save us, I be
God, and will rebuke the words which seech thee, from his hand, that all the 
the LORD your God has heard; therefore kingdoms of the earth may know that 
lift up your prayer for the remnant that thou, 0 LORD, art God alone." 
is left." 5 When the servants of Kmg 20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
Hezeki'ah came to Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to Hezeki'ah, saying, "Thus says the 
to them, "Say to your master, 'Thus LORD, the God of Israel: Your prayer to 
says the LORD: Do not be afraid because me about Sennach'erib king of Assyria 
of the words that you have heard, with I have heard. 21 This is the word that 
which the servants of the king of As- the LORD has spoken concerning him: 
syria have reviled me. 7 Behold, I will "She despises you, she scorns you-
put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear the virgin daughter of Zion; 
a rumor and return to his own land; and she wags her head behind you-
1 will cause him to fall by the sword in the daughter of Jerusalem. 
his own land.' " 

8 The Rab'shakeh returned, and 
found the king of Assyria fighting 
against Libnah; for he heard that the 
king had left Lachish. 9And when the 
king heard concerning Tirha'kah king 
of Ethiopia, "Behold, he has set out to 
fight against you," he sent messengers 
again to Hezeki'ah, saying, 10 "Thus 
shall you speak to Hezeki'ah king of 
Judah: 'Do not let your God on whom 
you rely deceive you by promising that 
Jerusalem will not be given into the 
hand of the king of Assyria. 11 Behold, 
you have heard what the kings of 
As,yria have done to all lands, destroy
ing them utterly. And shall you be de
livered? 12 Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them, the nations which my 
fathers destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Re
zeph, and the people of Eden who were 
in Telas'sar? I J Where is the king of 
Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of 
the city of Sepharva'im, the king of 
Hena, or the king of lvvah?' " 

22 "Whom have you mocked and 
reviled? 

Against whom have you raised your 
voice 

and haughtily lifted your eyes? 
Against the Holy One of Israel! 

2J By your messengers you have mocked 
the Lord, 

and you have said, 'With my many 
chariots 

have gone up the heights of the 
mountains, 

to the far recesses of Lebanon ; 
I felled its tallest cedars, 

its choicest cypresses; 
I entered its farthest retreat, 

its densest forest. 
24 I dug wells 

and drank foreign waters, 
and I dried up with the sole of my 

foot 
all the streams of Egypt.' 

25 "Have you not heard 
that I determined it long ago? 

I planned from days of old 
what now I bring to pass, 

that you should turn fortified cities 
into heaps of ruins, 

26 while their inhabitants, shorn of 
strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
and have become like plants of the 

field, 
and like tender grass, 

like grass on the housetops ; 
blighted before it is grown? 

14 Hczeki'ah received the letter from 
the hand of the messengers, and read it; 
and Hezeki'ah went up to the house of 
the LoRD, and spread it before the 
LORD. 15And Hezeki'ah prayed before 
the LORD, and said: "0 LORD the God 
of Israel, who art enthroned above the 
cherubim, thou art the God, thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou 
hast made heaven and earth. 16 Incline 
thy car, 0 LORD, and hear; open thy 
eyes, 0 LORD, and see; and hear the 
words of Sennach'erib, which he has 
sent to mock the living God. 17 Of a 
truth, 0 LORD, the kings of Assyria 27 "But I know your sitting down 
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and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

28 Because you have raged against me 
and your arrogance has come into 

my ears, 
I will put my hook in ·your nose 

and my bit in your mouth, 
and I will turn you back on the way 

by which you came. 

29 "And this shall be the sign for you: 
this year you shall eat what grows of 
itself, and in the second year what 
springs of the same; then in the third 
year sow, and reap, and plant vine
yards, and eat their fruit. 30And the 
surviving remnant of the house of Judah 
shall again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward; .11 for out of Jeru
salem shall go forth a remnant, and out 
of Mount Zion a band of survivors. The 
zeal of the LORD will do this. 

32 "Therefore thus says the LORD 
concerning the king of Assyria, He shall 
not come into this city or shoot an 
arrow there, or come before it with a 
shield or cast up a siege mound against 
it. 33 By the way that he came, by the 
same he shall return, and he shall not 
come into this city, says the LORD. 
.14 For I will defend this city to save it, 
for my own sake and for the sake of my 
servant David." 

35 And that night the angel of the 
LORD went forth, and slew a hundred 
and eighty-five thousand in the camp 
of the Assyrians; and when men arose 
early in the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies. 36 Then Sennach'
erib king of Assyria departed, and went 
home, and dwelt at Nin'eveh. 37And as 
he was worshiping in the house of 
Nisroch his god, Adram'melech and 
Share'zer, his sons, slew him with the 
sword, and escaped into the land of 
Ararat. And E'sar-had'don his son 
reigned in his stead. 

20 In those days Hezeki'ah became 
sick and was at the point of 

death. And Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz came to him, and said to 
him, "Thus says the LORD, 'Set your 
house in order; for you shall die, you 
shall not recover.'" 2 Then Hezeki'ah 
turned his face to the wall, and prayed 
to the LORD, saying, .1 "Remember 
now, 0 LORD, I beseech thee, how I 
11 Syr See Is 38.8 and Tg: Heb lacks r/i,· s1111 
20.1-21: 2 Chron 32.24-33' ls 1-39.8. 

have walked before thee in faithfulness 
and with a whole heart, and have done 
what is good in thy sight." And 
Hezeki'ah wept bitterly. 4And before 
Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, 
the word of the LORD came to him: 
5 "Turn back, and say to Hezeki'ah the 
prince of my people, Thus says the 
LORD, the God of David your father: I 
have heard your prayer, I have seen 
your tears; behold, I will heal you; on 
the third day you shall go up to the 
house of the LORD. 6And I will add 
fifteen years to your life. I will deliver 
you and this city out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria, and I will defend this 
city for my own sake and for my servant 
David's sake." 7And Isaiah said, "Bring 
a cake of figs. And let them take and lay 
it on the boil, that he may recover." 

8 And Hezeki'ah said to Isaiah, 
"What shall be the sign that the LORD 
will heal me, and that I shall go up to 
the house of the LORD on the third 
day?" 9And Isaiah said, "This is the 
sign to you from the LORD, that the 
LORD will do the thing that he has 
promised: shall the shadow go forwarJ 
ten steps, or go back ten steps?" lOAnd 
Hezeki'ah answered, "It is an easy 
thing for the shadow to lengthen ten 
steps; rather let the shadow go back ten 
steps." 11And Isaiah the prophet crieJ 
to the LORD; and he brought the 
shadow back ten steps, by which 
the sun" had declined on the dial of 
Ahaz. 

12 At that time Mero'dach-bal'adan 
the son of Bal'adan, king of Babylon, 
sent envoys with letters and a present 
to Hezeki 'ah; for he heard that Hezeki -
ah had been sick. L1And Hezeki 'ah 
welcomed them, and he showed them 
all his treasure house, the silver, the 
gold, the spices, the precious oil, his 
armory, all that was found in his store
houses; there was nothing in his hous~ 
or in all his realm that Hezeki'ah did no1 
show them. 14 Then Isaiah the prophet 
came to King Hezeki'ah, and said to 
him, "What did these men sav? And 
whence did thev come to vou?" And 
Hezeki'ah said, ''They have 'come from 
a far country, from Babylon." 15 He 
said, "What have they seen in yom 
house?" And Hezeki'ah answ.:red, 
"They have seen all that is in my hous.:: 
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there is nothing in my storehouses that only they will be careful to do according 
I did not show them." to all that I have commanded them, and 

16 Then Isaiah said to Hezeki'ah, according to all the law that my servant 
"Hear the word of the LORD: 17 Behold, Moses commanded them." 9 But they 
the days are coming, when all that is in did not listen, and Manas'seh seduced 
your house, and that which your fathers them to do more evil than the nations 
have stored up till this day, shall be had done whom the LORD destroyed 
carried to Babylon; nothing shall be before the people of Israel. 
left, says the LORD. IMAnd some of your 10 And the LORD said by his servants 
own sons, who are born to you, shall be the prophets, 11 "Because Manas'seh 
taken away; and they shall be eunuchs king of Judah has committed these 
in the palace of the king of Babylon." abominations, and has done things more 
l<J Then said Hezeki'ah to Isaiah, "The wicked than all that the Amorites did, 
word of the LORD which you have who were before him, and has made 
spoken is good." For he thought, "Why Judah also to sin with his idols; 12 there
not, if there will be peace and sec9rity fore thus says the LORD, the God of 
in my days?" Israel, Behold, I am bringing upon 

20 The rest of the deeds ofHezeki'ah, Jerusalem and Judah such evil that the 
and all his might, and how he made the ears of every one who hears of it will 
pool and the conduit and brought water tingle. 1.lAnd I will stretch over Jeru
into the city, are they not written in the salem the measuring line of Samar'ia, 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of and the plummet of the house of Ahab; 
Judah? 21And Hezcki'ah slept with his and I will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes 
fathers; and Manas'seh his son reigned a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 
in his stead. down. I4And I will cast off the remnant 

21 Manas'seh was twelve years old of my heritage, and give them into the 
when he began to reign, and he hand of their enemies, and they shall 

reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. become a prey and a spoil to all their 
His mother's name was Heph'zibah. enemies, 15 because they have done 
2And he did what was evil in the sight of what is evil in my sight and have pro
the LORD, according to the abominable voked me to anger, since the day their 
practices of the nations whom the LORD fathers came out of Egypt, even to this 
drove out before the people of Israel. day." 
3 For he rebuilt the high places which 16 Moreover Manas'seh shed very 
Hezeki'ah his father had destroyed; and much innocent blood, till he had filled 
he erected altars for Ba'al, and made an Jerusalem from one end to another, 
Ashe' rah, as Ahab king of Israel had besides the sin which he made Judah to 
done, and worshiped all the host of sin so that they did what was evil in the 
heaven, and served them. 4And he sight of the LORD. 
built altars in the house of the LORD, of 17 Now the rest of the acts of Manas' -
which the LORD had said, "In Jeru- seh, and all that he did, and the sin that 
salem will I put my name." SAnd he he committed, are they not written in 
built altars for all the host of heaven in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
the two courts of the house of the LORD. of Judah? 18And Manas'seh slept with 
fiAnd he burned his son as an offering, his fathers, and was buried in the garden 
and practiced soothsaying and augury, of his house, in the garden of Uzza; and 
and dealt with mediums and with Amon his son reigned in his stead. 
wizards. He did much evil in the sight 19 Amon was twenty-two years old 
of the LORD, provoking him to anger. when he began to reign, and he reigned 
7And the graven image of Ashe'rah that two years in Jerusalem. His mother's 
he had made he set in the house of name was Meshul'lemeth the daughter 
which the LORD said to David and to of Haruz of Jotbah. 20And he did what 
Solomon his son, "In this house, and in was evil in the sight of the LORD, as 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of Manas'seh his father had done. 21 He 
all the tribes of Israel, I will put my walked in all the way in which his father 
name for ever; 8 and I will not cause the walked, and served the idols that his 
feet of Israel to wander any more out of father served, and worshiped them; 
the land which I gave to their fathers, if 22 he forsook the LORD, the God of his 
21.1-9: 2 Chron 31.1-9. 21.18: 2 Chron H.20. 21.19-24: 2 Chrun JJ.21-25. 
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fathers, and did not walk in the way of a book." And Shaphan read it before the 
the LORD. 2lAnd the servants of Amon king. 
conspired against him, and killed the 11 And when the king heard the 
king in his house. 24 But the people of words of the book of the law, he rent his 
the land slew all those who had con- clothes. I2And the king commanded 
spired against King Amon, and the Hilki'ah the priest, and Ahi'kam the son 
people of the land made Josi'ah his son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
king in his stead. 25 Now the rest of the Micai'ah, and Shaphan the secretary, 
acts of Amon which he did, are they not and Asa'iah the king's servant, saying, 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of Il "Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and 
the Kings of Judah? 26And he was for the people, and for all Judah, con
buried in his tomb in the garden of cerning the words of this book that has 
Uzza; and Josi'ah his son reigned in his been found; for great is the wrath of the 
stead. LORD that is kindled against us, because 

22 Josi'ah was eight years old when our fathers have not obeyed the words 
he began to reign, and he reigned of this book, to do according to all that is 

thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His written concerning us." 
mother's name was Jedi'dah the daugh- 14 So Hilki'ah the priest, and Ahi' -
ter of Adai'ah of Bozkath. 2And he did kam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and 
what was right in the eyes of the LORD, Asa'iah went to Huldah the prophetess, 
and walked in all the way of David his the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, 
father, and he did not tum aside to the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe 
right hand or to the left. (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the 

3 In the eighteenth year of King Second Quarter); and they talked with 
Josi'ah, the king sent Shaphan the son her. IS And she said to them, "Thus says 
of Azali'ah, son of Meshul'lam, the the LORD, the God of Israel: 'Tell the 
secretary, to the house of the LORD, say- man who sent you to me, 16 Thus says 
ing, 4 "Go up to Hilki'ah the high the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon 
priest, that he may reckon the amount this place and upon its inhabitants, all 
of the money which has been brought the words of the book which the king of 
into the house of the LORD, which the Judah has read. 17 Because they have 
keepers of the threshold have collected forsaken me and have burned incense 
from the people; 5 and let it be given to other gods, that they might provoke 
into the hand of the workmen who have me to anger with all the work of their 
the oversight of the house of the LORD; hands, therefore my wrath will be 
and let them give it to the workmen kindled against this place, and it will not 
who are at the house of the LORD, re- be quenched. 18 But as to the king of 
pairing the house, 6 that is, to the Judah, who sent you to inquire of the 
carpenters, and to the builders, and to LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus 
the masons, as well as for buying timber says the LORD, the God of Israel: Re
and quarried stone to repair the house. garding the words which you have 
7 But no accounting shall be asked from heard, 19 because your heart was peni
them for the money which is delivered tent, and you humbled yourself before 
into their hand, for they deal honest- the LORD, when you heard how I spoke 
ly." against this place, and against its in-

8 And Hilki'ah the high priest said to habitants, that they should become a 
Shaphan the secretary, "I have found desolation and a curse, and you have 
the book of the law in the house of the rent your clothes and wept before me, 
LORD." And Hilki'ah gave the book to I also have heard you, says the LORD. 
Shaphan, and he read it. ijAnd Shaphan 20 Therefore, behold, I will gather you 
the secretary came to the king, and re- to your fathers, and you shall be gath
ported to the king, "Your servants have ered to your grave ir. peace, and your 
emptied out the money that was found eyes shall not see all the evil which I 
in the house, and have delivered it into will bring upon this place.' " And they 
the hand of the workmen who have the brought back word to the king. 
oversight of the house of the LORD." 23 Then the king sent, and all the 
10 Then Shaphan the secretary told the elders of Judah and Jerusalem 
king, "Hilki'ah the priest has given me were gathered to him. 2And the king 
22.1-2: 2 Chron 34.1-2. 22.3-7: 2 Chron 34.8-12. 
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went up to the house of the LORD, and might bum his son or his daughter as an 
with him all rhe men of Judah and all offering to Malech. llAnd he removed 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the the horses that the kings of Judah had 
priests and the prophets, all the people, dedicated to the sun, at the entrance to 
both small and great; and he read in the house of rhe LORD, by the cham
rheir hearing all the words of the book ber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, 
of the covenant which had been found which was in the precincts ;11 and he 
in the house of the LORD .. I And the king burned the chariots of the sun with 
stood by rhe pillar and made a covenant fire. I2And the altars on the roof of the 
before the LORD, to walk after the LORD upper chamber of Ahaz, which the 
and to keep his commandments and his kings of Judah had made, and the altars 
tesrimonies and his statures, with all his which Manas'seh had made in the two 
heart and all his soul, to perform the courts of the house of the LORD, he 
words of this covenant that were written pulled down and broke in pieces,; and 
in this book; and all the people joined in cast the dust of them into the brook 
the covenant. Kidron. I3And the king defiled the high 

4 And the king commanded Hilki'ah, places that were east of Jerusalem, to 
the high priest, and the priests of the the south of the mount of corruption, 
second order, and the keepers of the which Solomon the king of Israel had 
threshold, to bring out of the temple of built for Ash'toreth the abomination of 
the LORD all the vessels made for Ba'al, the Sido'nians, and for Chemosh the 
for Ashe'rah, and for all the host of abomination of Moab, and for Milcom 
heaven; he burned them outside Jeru- the abomination of the Ammonites. 
salem in the fields of the Kidron, and I4And he broke in pieces the pillars, and 
carried their a~hes to Bethel. 'And he cut down the Ashe'rim, and filled their 
deposed the idolatrous priests whom the places with the bones of men. 
kings of Judah had ordained to burn 15 Moreover the altar at Bethel, the 
incense in the high places at the cities of high place erected by Jerobo'am the son 
Judah and round about Jerusalem; of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, that 
those also who burned incense to Ba'al, altar with the high place he pulled down 
to the sun, and the moon, and the con- and he broke in pieces its stones,J 
stellations, and all the host of the crushing them to dust; also he burned 
heavens. 6And he brought out the the Ashe'rah. I6And as Josi'ah turned, 
Ashe'rah from the house of the LORD, he saw the tombs there on the mount; 
outside Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, and he sent and took the bones out of 
and burned it at the brook Kidron, and the tombs, and burned them upon the 
beat it to dust and cast the dust of it altar, and defiled it, according to the 
upon the graves of the common people. word of the LORD which the man of God 
7 And he broke down the houses of the proclaimed, who had predicted these 
male cult prostitutes which were in the things. 17 Then he said, "What is yon
house of the LORD, where the women der monument that I see?" And the men 
wove hangings for the Ashe'rah. 8And of the city told him, "It is the tomb of 
he brought all the priests out of the the man of God who came from Judah 
cities of Judah, and defiled the high and predicted these things which you 
places where the priests had burned in- have done against the altar at Bethel." 
ccnse, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he I8And he said, "Let him be; let no man 
broke down the high places of the gates move his bones." So they let his bones 
that were at the entrance of the gate of alone, with the bones of the prophet 
Joshua the governor of the city, which who came out of Samar'ia. 19And all the 
were on one's left at the gate of the city. shrines also of the high places that were 
"However, the priests of the high places in the cities of Samar'ia, which kings of 
did not come up to the altar of the LORD Israel had made, provoking the LORD 
in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened to anger, Josi'ah removed; he did to 
bread among their brethren. IOAnd he them according to all that he had done 
defiled Topheth, which is in the valley at Bethel. 20And he slew all the priests of 
of the sons of Hinnom, that no one the high places who were there, upon 

~' The meaning of the Hc~rcw word is uncertain i Heb piece.~ from there 
1 Gk: Heb ht' bunil!d the high pJa1.'1.' 
23.4-20: 2 Chron 34 .3-7. 
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the altars, and burned the bones of men reigned three months in Jerusalem. His 
upon them. Then he returned to Jeru- mother's name was Hamu'tal the 
salem. daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. l2And 

21 And the king commanded all the he did what was evil in the sight of the 
people, "Keep the passover to the LORD, according to all that his fathers 
LORD your God, as it is written in this had done. 33And Pharaoh Neco put him 
book of the covenant." 22 For no such in bonds at Riblah in the land of 
passover had been kept since the days Hamath, that he might not reign in 
of the judges who judged Israel, or Jerusalem, and laid upon the land a 
during all the days of the kings of Israel tribute of a hundred talents of silver and 
or of the kings of Judah; 23 but in the a talent of gold. 34And Pharaoh Neco 
eighteenth year of King Josi'ah this made Eli'akim the son of Josi'ah king in 
passover was kept to the LORD in the place of Josi'ah his father, and 
Jerusalem. changed his name to Jehoi'akim. But he 

24 Moreover Josi'ah put away the took Jeho'ahaz away; and he came to 
mediums and the wizards and the ter- Egypt, and died there. JS And Jehoi'akim 
aphim and the idols and all the abom- gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh, 
inations that were seen in the land of but he taxed the land to give the money 
Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might according to the command of Pharaoh. 
establish the words of the law which He exacted the silver and the gold of the 
were written in the book that Hilki'ah people of the land, from every one ac
the priest found in the house of the cording to his assessment, to give it to 
LORD. 25 Before him there was no king Pharaoh Neco. 
like him, who turned to the LORD with 36 Jehoi'akirn was twenty-five years 
all his heart and with all his soul and old when he began to reign, and he 
with all his might, according to all the reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
law of Moses; nor did any like him mother's name was Zebi · dah the daugh
arise after him. ter of Peda'iah of Rumah. 37 And he did 

26 Still the LORD did not turn from what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
the fierceness of his great wrath, by according to all that his fathers had 
which his anger was kindled against done. 
Judah, because of all the provocations 24 In his days Nebuchadnez'zar 
with which Manas'seh had provoked king of Babylon came up, and 
him. 27And the LORD said, "I will re- Jehoi'akim became his servant three 
move Judah also out of my sight, as I years; then he turned and rebelled 
have removed Israel, and I will cast off against him. 2And the LORD sent against 
this city which I have chosen, Jeru- him bands of the Chalde'ans, and bands 
salem, and the house of which I said, of the Syrians, and bands of the Moab
My name shall be there." ites, and bands of the Ammonites, and 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josi'ah, sent them against Judah to destroy it, 
and all that he did, are they not written according to the word of the LORD 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the which he spoke by his servants the 
Kings of Judah? 29 In his days Pharaoh prophets. l Surely this came upon Ju
Neco king of Egypt went up to the king dah at the command of the LORD, to 
of Assyria to the river Eu-phra'tes. remove them out of his sight, for the 
King Josi'ah went to meet him; and sins of Manas'seh, according to all that 
Pharaoh Neco slew him at Megid'do, he had done, 4 and also for the innocent 
when he saw him. JO And his servants blood that he had shed; for he filled 
carried him dead in a chariot from Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the 
Megid'do, and brought him to Jeru- LORD would not pardon. 'Now the rest 
salem, and buried him in his own of the deeds of Jehoi'akim, and all that 
tomb. And the people of the land took he did, are they not written in the Book 
Jeho'ahaz the son of Josi'ah, and of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
anointed him, and made him king in his o So Jehoi'akim slept with his fathers, 
father's stead. and Jehoi'achin his son reigned in his 

31 Jeho'ahaz was twenty-three years stead. 7And the king of Egypt did not 
old when he began to reign, and he come again out of his land, for the king 
23.21-23: 2 Chron 35.1-19. 23.30-34: 2 Chron 36.1-4. 
23.36-24.6: 2 Chron 36.5-8. 
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of Babylon had taken all that belonged king of Babylon. IAnd in the ninth 
to the king of Egypt from the Brook of 25 year of his reign, in the tenth 
Egypt to the river Eu-phra'tes. month, on the tenth day of the 

8 Jehoi'achin was eighteen years old month, Nebuchadnez'zar king of Baby
when he became king, and he reigned Ion came with all his army against Jeru
three months in Jerusalem. His moth- salem, and laid siege to it; and they 
er's name was Nehush'ta the daughter built siegeworks against it round about. 
of Elna'than of Jerusalem. 9And he did 2 So the city was besieged till the 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD, eleventh year of King Zedeki'ah. 3 On 
according to all that his father had done. the ninth day of the fourth month the 

IO At that time the servants of famine was so severe in the city that 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon came there was no food for the people of the 
up to Jerusalem, and the city was be- land. 4 Then a breach was made in the 
sieged. I I And Nebuchadnez'zar king of city; the king with all the men of war 
Babylon came to the city, while his fled•· by night by the way of the gate 
~ervants were besieging it; 12 and between the two walls, by the king's 
Jehoi'achin the king of Judah gave him- garden, though the Chalde'ans were 
self up to the king of Babylon, himself, around the city. And they went in the 
and his mother, and his servants, and direction of the Arabah. S But the army 
his princes, and his palace officials. The of the Chalde'ans pursued the king, and 
king of Babylon took him prisoner in the overtook him in the plains of Jericho; 
eighth year of his reign, 13 and carried and all his army was scattered from him. 
off all the treasures of the house of the 6 Then they captured the king, and 
LORD, and the treasures of the king's brought him up to the king of Babylon 
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of at Riblah, who passed sentence upon 
gold in the temple of the LORD, which him. 7 They slew the sons of Zedeki'ah 
Solomon king of Israel had made, as the before his eyes, and put out the eyes of 
LORD had foretold. 14 He carried away Zedeki'ah, and bound him in fetters, 
all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all and took him to Babylon. 
the mighty men of valor, ten thousand 8 In the fifth month, on the seventh 
captives, and all the craftsmen and the day of the month-which was the nine
srniths; none remained, except the teenth year of King Nebuchadnez'zar, 
poorest people of the land. loAnd he king of Babylon-Nebu'zarad'an, the 
carried away Jehoi'achin to Babylon; captain of the bodyguard, a servant of 
the king's mother, the king's wives, his the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 
officials, and the chief men of the land, '>And he burned the house of the LORD, 
he took into captivity from Jerusalem to and the king's house and all the houses 
Babylon. 16And the king of Babylon of Jerusalem; every great house he 
brought captive to Babylon all the men burned down. IOAnd all the army of the 
of valor, seven thousand, and the crafts- Chalde'ans, who were with the captain 
men and the smiths, one thousand, all of of the guard, broke down the walls 
them strong and fit for war. 17And the around Jerusalem. 11And the rest of the 
king of Babylon made Mattani'ah, people who were left in the city and the 
Jehoi'achin's uncle, king in his stead, deserters who had deserted to the king 
and changed his name to Zedeki'ah. of Babylon, together with the rest 

18 Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years of the multitude, Nebu'zarad'an the 
old when he became king, and he captain of the guard carried into exile. 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 12 But the captain of the guard left some 
mother's name was Hamu'tal the of the poorest of the land to be vine
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. l''And dressers and plowmen. 
he did what was evil in the sight of the 13 And the pillars of bronze that were 
LoRD, according to all that J ehoi · akim in the house of the LORD, and the stands 
had done. 2o For because of the anger of and the bronze sea that were in the 
the LORD it came to the point in Jcru- house of the LORD, the Chalde'ans 
salem and Judah that he cast them out broke in pieces, and carried the bronze 
from his presence. to Babylon. 14And they took away the 

And Zedeki'ah rebelled against the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, 
A: Gk Compare Jcr 39.4; 52.7: Heb liu:k~ till· /..·111J: and Jfrd 
24.11-17: 2 Chron 16.9-10 24.18-25.21: 2 Chron lh.11-21; Jcr 52.1-27. 
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and the dishes for incense and all the when all the captains of the forces in the 
vessels of bronze used in the temple open country1 and their men heard that 
service, IS the firepans also, and the the king of Babylon had appointed 
bowls. What was of gold the captain of Gedali'ah governor, they came with 
the guard took away as gold, and what their men to Gedali'ah at Mizpah, 
was of silver, as silver. I6As for the two namely, Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah, 
pillars, the one sea, and the stands, and Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah, and 
which Solomon had made for the house Serai'ah the son of Tanhu'meth the 
of the LORD, the bronze of all these Netoph'athite, and Ja-azani'ah the son 
vessels was beyond weight. 17 The of the Ma-ac'athite. 24And Gedali'ah 
height of the one pillar was eighteen swore to them and their men, saying, 
cubits, and upon it was a capital of "Do not be afraid because of the 
bronze; the height of the capital was Chalde'an officials; dwell in the land, 
three cubits; a network and pome- and serve the king of Babylon, and it 
granates, all of bronze, were upon the shall be well with you." 25 But in the 
capital round about. And the second seventh month, Ish'mael the son of 
pillar had the like, with the network. Nethani'ah, son of Elish'ama, of the 

18 And the captain of the guard took royal family, came with ten men, and 
Serai'ah the chief priest, and Zephani'- attacked and killed Gedali'ah and the 
ah the second priest, and the three Jews and the Chalde'ans who were with 
keepers of the threshold; 19 and from him at Mizpah. 2~ Then all the people, 
the city he took an officer who had been both small and great, and the captains 
in command of the men of war, and five of the forces arose, and went to Egypt; 
men of the king's council who were for they were afraid of the Chalde"ans. 
found in the city; and the secretary of 27 And in the thirty-seventh vear of 
the commander of the army who mus- the exile of Jehoi'achin king of Judah, 
tered the people of the land; and sixty in the twelfth month, on the twenty
men of the people of the land who were seventh day of the month, E\'il-mero·
found in the city. 20And Nebu'zarad'an dach king of Babylon, in the year that he 
the captain of the guard took them, and began to reign, graciously freed J ehoi · -
brought them to the king of Babylon at achin king of Judah from prison; 2.< and 
Riblah. 21And the king of Babylon he spoke kindly to him, and gave him a 
smote them, and put them to death at seat above the seats of the kings who 
Riblah in the land ofHamath. So Judah were with him in Babylon. 2'! So Jehoi'
was taken into exile out of its land. achin put off his prison garments. And 

22 And over the people who remained every day of his life he dined regularly 
in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchad- at the king's table; .10 and for his al
nez'zar king of Babylon had left, he lowance, a regular allowance was given 
appointed Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'- him by the king, every day a portion, as 
kam, son of Shaphan, governor. 23 Now long as he lived. 

THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 

CHRONICLES 

1 Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2 Kenan, Ma
hal'alel, Jared; 3 Enoch, Methu'

selah, Lamech; 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 

5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Ma
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 
and Tiras. 6 The sons of Gomer: Ash' -
1 With J er 40. 7: Heb lacks in che ope11 country 

kenaz, Diphath, and Togar'mah. 7 The 
sons of Javan: Eli'shah, Tarshish, Kit
tim, and Ro'danim. 

8 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, 
Put, and Canaan. 9 The sons of Cush : 
Seba, Hav'i-lah, Sabra, Ra'ama, and 
Sab'teca. The sons of Ra'amah: Sheba 

25.22-26: )er 40.7-43.7. 25.27-30: )er 52.31-34. 1.1-54: Gen 5; 10; 11; 25; 36. 
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and Dedan. 10 Cush was the father of ahath, Eba!, Shephi, and Onam. The 
Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one in sons of Zib'eon: Ai'ah and Anah. 41 The 
the earth. sons of Anah: Dishon. The sons of Di-

11 Egypt was the father of Ludim, shon: Hamran, Esh ban, Ithran, and 
An'amirn, Leha'birn, Naph-tu'him, Cheran. 42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, 
12 Pathru'sirn, Caslu'him (whence came Za'avan, and Ja'akan. The sons of Di-
the Philistines), and Caph'torim. shan: Uz and Aran. 

13 Canaan was the father of Sidon his 43 These are the kings who reigned 
first-born, and Heth, 14 and the Jeb'- in the land of Edom before any king 
usites, the Amorites, the Gir'gashites, reigned over the Israelites: Bela the son 
1s the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, of Be'or, the name of whose city was 
16 the Ar'vadites, the Zem'arites, and Din'habah. 44 When Bela died, Jobab 
the Ha'mathites. the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in 

17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, his stead. 45 When Jobab died, Husham 
Arpach'shad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hui, of the land of the Te'manites reigned in 
Gether, and Meshech. 18Arpach'shad his stead. 46 When Husham died, Hadad 
was the father of Shelah; and Shelah the son of Bedad, who defeated Mid'ian 
was the father of Eber. 19 To Eber were in the country of Moab, reigned in his 
born two sons: the name of the one was stead; and the name of his city was 
Peleg (for in his days the earth was Avith. 47 When Hadad died, Samlah of 
divided), and the name of his brother Masre'kah reigned in his stead. 48 When 
Joktan. 20 Joktan was the father of Samlah died, Sha'ul of Reho'both on 
Almo'dad, Sheleph, Hazarma'vcth, the Eu-phra'tes reigned in his stead. 
Jerah, 21 Hador'am, Uzal, Diklah, 49 When Sha'ul died, Ba'al-ha'nan, the 
22 Ebal, Abim'a-el, Sheba, 23 Ophir, son of Achbor, reigned in his stead. 
Hav'i-lah, and Jobab; all these were the so When Ba'al-ha'nan died, Hadad 
sons of Joktan. reigned in his stead; and the name of his 

24 Shem, Arpach'shad, Shelah; city was Pa'i, and his wife's name 
25 Eber, Peleg, Re'u; 26 Serug, Nabor, Mehet'abel the daughter of Matred, the 
Terah; 27Abram, that is, Abraham. daughter of Me'zahab. SIAnd Hadad 

28 The sons of Abraham: Isaac and died. 
Ish'mael.2'1Thesearetheirgenealogies: The chiefs of Edom were: chiefs 
the first-born of Ish'mael, Neba'ioth; Timna, ·Al'iah, Jetheth, 52 Oholiba'mah, 
and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30 Mish- Elah, Pinon, 53 Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 
ma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Terna, 54 Mag' die!, and Iram; these are the 
31 Jctur, Naphish, and Ked'emah. chiefs of Edom. 
These are the sons of Ish'mael. 32 The 2 These are the sons of Israel: 
sons of Ketu'rah, Abraham's concu- Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is'
bine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan, sachar, Zeb'ulun, 2 Dan, Joseph, Ben
Medan, Mid'ian, Ishbak, and Shuah. jamin, Naph'tali, Gad, and Asher. 3 The 
The sons of Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and Shelah; 
11 The sons of Mid'ian: Ephah, Epher, these three Bath-shu'a the Canaanitess 
Hanoch, Abi'da, and Elda'ah. All these bore to him. Now Er, Judah's first
wcre the descendants of Ketu'rah. born, was wicked in the sight of the 

34 Abraham was the father of Isaac. LORD, and he slew him. 4 His daughter
Thc sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel. in-law Tamar also bore him Perez and 
-''The sons of Esau: El'iphaz, Reu'el, Zerah. Judah had five sons in all. 
Je'ush, Jalam, and Korab. 36 The sons 5 The sons of Perez: Hezron and 
of El'iphaz: Teman, Omar, Zephi, Hamul. 6 The sons of Zerah: Zimri, 
Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and Am'alek. Ethan, Heman, Calco!, and Dara, five 
·17 The sons of Reu'el: Nahath, Zerah, in all. 7 The sons of Carmi: Achar, the 
Shammah, and Mizzah. troubler of Israel, who transgressed in 

38 The sons of Se'ir: Lotan, Shobal, the matter of the devoted thing; 8 and 
Zib'eon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Di- Ethan's son was Azari'ah. 
shan. J<J The sons of Lotan: Hori and 9 The sons of Hezron, that were born 
Homam; and Lotan's sister was Timna. to him: Jerah'meel, Ram, and Chelu'-
40 The sons of Shobal: Al'ian, Man'- bai. 10 Ram was the father of Ammin'-
2.1-2: Gen 15.23-26. 2.3-4: Gen 18.1-7, 29-10; Num 26.19-20. 2.5: Gen 46.12; Num 26.21. 
2.6-8: Josh 7.1; 1 Kings 4.31. 
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adab, and Ammin'adab was the father sons, only daughters; but Sheshan had 
ofNahshon, prince of the sons of Judah. an Egyptian slave, whose name was 
11 Nahshon was the father of Salrna, Jarha. 3S So Sheshan gave his daughter 
Salrna of Bo'az, 12 Bo'az of Obed, Obed in marriage to Jarha his slave; and she 
of Jesse. 13 Jesse was the father of Eli'ab bore him Attai. 36Attai was the father of 
his first-born, Abin'adab the second, Nathan and Nathan of Zabad. 37 Zabad 
Shim'e-a the third, 14 Nethan'el the was the father of Ephlal, and Ephlal of 
fourth, Raddai the fifth, IS Ozem the Obed. 38 Obed was the father of Jehu, 
sixth, David the seventh; 16 and their and Jehu of Azari'ah. 39Azari'ah was the 
sisters were Zeru'iah and Ab'igail. The father of Helez, and Helez of Ele-a'sah. 
sons of Zeru'iah: Abi'shai, Jo'ab, and 40 Ele-a'sah was the father of Sismai, 
As'ahcl, three. 17Ab'igail bore Ama'sa, and Sismai of Shallum. 41 Shallum was 
and the father of Ama'sa was Jether the the father of Jekami'ah, and Jekarni'ah 
Ish'maelite. of Elish'ama. 

18 Caleb the son of Hezron had 42 The sons of Caleb the brother of 
children by his wife Azu'bah, and by Jerah'meel: Mare'shahb his first-born, 
Jer'ioth; and these were her sons: who was the father of Ziph. The sons of 
Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 19 When Mare'shah: Hebron.c 43 The sons of 
Azu'bah died, Caleb married Ephrath, Hebron: Korah, Tap'pu-ah, Rekem, 
who bore him Hur. 20 Hur was the fa- and Sherna. 44 Shema was the father of 
ther of Uri, and Uri was the father of Raham, the father of Jor'ke-am; and 
Bez'alel. Rekem was the father of Sham'mai. 

21 Afterward Hezron went in to the 4S The son of Sham'mai: Ma' on; and 
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead, Ma'on was the father of Beth-zur. 
whom he married when he was sixty 46 Ephah also, Caleb's concubine, bore 
years old; and she bore him Segub; Haran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran 
22 and Segub was the father of Ja'ir, was the father of Gazez. 47 The sons of 
who had twenty-three cities in the land Jah'dai: Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelee, 
of Gilead. 23 But Geshur and Aram took Ephah, and Sha'aph. 48 Ma'acah, Ca
from them Havvothja'ir, Kenath and its leb's concubine, bore Sheber and Tir'
villages, sixty towns. All these were hanah. 49 She also bore Sha'aph the 
descendants of Machir, the father of father of Madman'nah, Sheva the 
Gilead. 24After the death of Hezron, father of Machbe'nah and the father of 
Caleb went in to Eph'rathah," the wife Gib'e-a; and the daughter of Caleb was 
of Hezron his father, and she bore him Achsah. so These were the descendants 
Ashhur, the father of Teko'a. of Caleb. 

25 The sons of Jerah'meel, the first- The sonsd of Hur the first-born of 
born of Hezron: Ram, his first-born, Eph'rathah: Shobal the father of Kir' -
Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahi'jah. iath-je'arim, SI Salma, the father of 
26 Jerah'meel also had another wife, Bethlehem, and Hareph the father of 
whose name was At'arah; she was the Beth-gader. S2 Shobal the father of 
mother of Onam. 27 The sons of Ram, Kir'iath-je'arim had other sons: Haro' -
the first-born of Jerah'meel: Ma'az, eh, half of the Menu'hoth. S3And the 
Jamin, and Eker. 28 The sons of Onam: families of Kir'iath-je'arim: the lthrites, 
Sham'mai and Jada. The sons of Sham'- the Puthites, the Shu'ma-thites, and the 
mai: Nadab and Abi'shur. 29 The name Mish'ra-ites; from these came the Zo'
of Abi'shur's wife was Ab'ihail, and she rathites and the Esh'taolites. 54 The sons 
bore him Ahban and Mohd. 30 The sons of Salrna: Bethlehem, the Netoph' -
of Nadab: Select and Ap'pa-im; and athites, At'roth-beth-jo'ab, and half of 
Select died childless. 31 The sons of Ap'- the Man'aha'thites, the Zorites. 55 The 
pa-im: Ishi. The sons of Ishi: Sheshan. families also of the scribes that dwelt at 
The sons of Sheshan: Ahlai. 32 The sons Jabez the Ti'rathites, the Shim'e
of Jada, Sham'mai's brother: Jether and athites, and the Su'cathites. These are 
Jonathan; and Jether died childless. the Ken'ites who came from Hammath, 
.l.l The sons of Jonathan: Peleth and the father of the house of Rechab. 
Zaza. These were the descendants of 3 These are the sons of David that 
Jerah'meel. 34 Now Sheshan had no were born to him in Hebron: the 
re Gk Vg: Heb i11 Caleb Ephrarhah 11 Gk: Heb Mesha r Heb rhe farher of Hebron 11 Gk Vg: Heb .~on 
3.1-9: 2 Sam J.2-5; 5.14-16; I Chron 14.3-7. 
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first-born Amnon, by Ahin'o-am the 4 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron, 
Jez'reelitess; the sec_ond Daniel, _by Carmi, Hur, and Shobal. 2 Re-a'iah 
Ab'igail the Car'mehtess, 2 the third the son of Shobal was the father of 
Ab'salom, whose mother was Ma'acah, Jahath, and Jahath was the father of 
the daughter of Talmai, king of Gcshur; Ahu'mai and Lahad. These were the 
the fourth Adoni'jah, whose mother was families of the Zo'rathites. -1 These 
Haggith; J the fifth Shephati'ah, by were the sons/ of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, 
Abi'tal; the sixth lch're-am, by his and ldbash; and the name of their sister 
wife Eglah; 4 six were born co him was Hazzelelpo'ni, 4 and Penu'el was 
in Hebron, where he reigned for the father of Gedor, and Ezer the father 
seven years and six months. And he of Hushah. These were lhe sons of 
reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem. Hur, the first-born of Eph'rathah, the 
5 These were born to him in Jerusalem: father of Bethlehem. 5Ashhur, the fa
Shim'e-a, Shobab, Nathan, and Solo- ther of Teko'a, had two wives, Helah 
mon, four by Bath-shu'a, the daughter and Na'arah; 6 Na'arah bore him 
of Am'rniel; 6 then Ibhar, Elish'ama, Ahuz'zam, Hepher, Te'meni, and Ha
Eliph'elet, 7 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhi'a, ahash'tari. These were the sons of 
x Elish'ama, Eli'ada, and Eliph'elet, Na'arah. 7 The sons of Helah: Zereth, 
nine. ''All these were David's sons, be- Izhar, and Ethnan. 8 Koz was the father 
sides the sons of the concubines; and of Anub, Zobe'bah, and the families of 
Tamar was their sister. Ahar'hel the son of Harum. "Jabez was 

IO The descendants of Solomon: more honorable than his brothers; and 
Rehobo'am, Abi'jah his son, Asa his his mother called his name Jabez, say
son, Jehosh'aphat his son, II Jorarn his ing, "Because I bore him in pain." 
son, Ahazi'ah his son, Jo'ash his son, 10 Jabez called on the God of Israel, 
12Amazi 'ah his son, Azari'ah his son, saying, "Oh that thou wouldst bless me 
Jotham his son, l.1Ahaz his son, Hezeki'- and enlarge my border, and that thy 
ah his son, Manas'seh his son, 14 Amon hand might be with me, and that thou 
his son, Josi'ah his son. 15 The sons of wouldst keep me from harm so that it 
Josi'ah: Joha'nan the first-born, the might not hurt me!" And God granted 
second Jehoi'akim, the third Zedeki'ah, what he asked. 11 Chelub, the brother of 
the fourth Shallum. 16 The descendants Shuhah, was the father of Mehir, who 
of Jehoi'akim: Jeconi'ah his son, was the father of Eshcon. 12 Eshton was 
Zedeki'ah his son; 17 and the sons of the father of Beth-ra'pha, Pase'ah, and 
Jcconi'ah, the captive: She-al'ti-el his Tehin'nah the father of Irna'hash. 
'on, ix Malchi'ram, Peda'iah, Shenaz'- These are the men of Recah. 1.1 The 
zar, Jekami'ah, Hosh'arna, and Ncdabi' - sons of Kenaz: Oth'ni-el and Serai'ah; 
ah; 1•i and the sons of Peda'iah: and the sons of Oth'ni-el: Hathath and 
Zerub'babel and Shim'c-i; and the sons Meo'nothai." 14 Meo'nothai was the 
of Zerub'babel: Meshul'larn and Han- father of Ophrah; and Serai'ah was the 
ani'ah, and Shelo'mith was their sister; father of Jo'ab the father of Ge-har'-
2o and Hashu'bah, Ohel, Berechi'ah, ashim," so-called because they were 
Ha,adi'ah, and Ju'shab-he'scd, live. craftsmen. 15 The sons of Caleb the son 
21 The sons of Hanani'ah: Pelati'ah and of Jephun'neh: Iru, Elah, and Na'am; 
Jc,hai'ah, his son' Repha'iah, his son•· and the sons of Elah: Kenaz. lh The 
Aman, his son' Obadi'ah, his son•· sons of Jchal'lclcl: Ziph, Ziphah, 
Shccani 'ah. 22 The sons of Shecani'ah: Tir'i-a, and As'ard. 17 The sons of 
Shemai'ah. And the sons of Shemai"ah: Ezrah: Jether, Mered, Ephcr, and 
Hattush, [gal, Bari'ah, Neari'ah, and Jalon. These are the sons of Bith'i-ah, 
Shaphat, six. 2.• The sons of Neari'ah: the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered 
Eli-o-c'nai, Hizki'ah, and Azri'kam, married;; and she conceived and borei 
three. 24 The sons of Eli-o-e'nai: Miriam, Sham'mai, and I sh bah, the 
Hodavi'ah, Eh'ashib, Pelai'ah, Ak- father of Eshtemo'a. IXAnd his Jewish 
kub, Joha'nan, Dela'iah, and Ana'ni, wife bore Jered the father of Gcdor, 
seven. Heber the father of Soco, and Jeku thicl 
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the father of Zano'ah. 19 The sons of the the days of Hezeki'ah, king of Judah, 
wife of Hodi'ah, ~he sister of Naham, and destroyed their tents and the 
were the fathers of Kei'lah the Garmire Me-u'nim who were found there, and 
and Eshtemo'a the Ma-ac'athite. 20 The exterminated them to this day, and 
sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnah, Ben- settled in their place, because there was 
ha'nan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi: pasture there for their flocks. 42And 
Zoheth and Ben-zo'heth. 21 the sons of some of them, five hundred men of the 
Shelah the son of Judah: Er the father Simeonites, went to Mount Se'ir, hav
of Lecah, La'adah the father of Mare'- ing as their leaders Pelati'ah, Neari'ah, 
shah, and the families of the house of Repha'iah, and Uz'ziel, the sons of 
linen workers at Beth-ashbe'a; 22 and Ishi; 43 and they destroyed the remnant 
Jokim, and the men of Coze'ba, and of the Amal'ekites that had escaped, and 
Jo'ash, and Saraph, who ruled in Moab they have dwelt there to this day. 
and returned to Lehemk (now the 5 The sons of Reuben the first-born 
records! are ancient). 23 These were the of Israel (for he was the first-born; 
potters and inhabitants of Neta'irn and but because he polluted his father's 
Gede'rah; they dwelt there with the couch, his birthright was given to the 
king for his work. sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so that 

24 The sons of Simeon: Nem'u-el, he is not enrolled in the genealogy ac
Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Sha'ul; 25 Shallum cording to the birthright; 2 though 
was his son, Mibsam his son, Misluna Judah became strong among his broth
his son. 26 The sons of Misluna: Ham'- ers and a prince was from him, yet the 
mu-el his son, Zaccur his son, Shim'e-i birthright belonged to Joseph). 'the 
his son. 27 Shim'e-i had sixteen sons and sons of Reuben, the first-born of Israel: 
six daughters; but his brothers had not Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 
many children, nor did all their family 4 The sons of Jo'el: Shemai'ah his son, 
multiply like the men of Judah. 28 They Gog his son, Shim'e-i his son, 'Micah 
dwelt in Beer-sheba, Mola'dah, Ha'zar- his son, Re-a'iah his son, Ba'al his son, 
shu'al, 29 Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 30 Be- 6 Be-e'rah his son, whom Til'gath
thu'el, Hannah, Ziklag, 31 Beth-mar' - pilne'ser king of Assyria carried away 
caboth, Ha'zar-su'sirn, Beth-biri, and into exile; he was a chieftain of the 
Sha-ara'irn. These were their cities until Reubenites. 7 And his kinsmen by their 
David reigned. 32And their villages were families, when the genealogy of their 
Etam, A'in, Rimmon, Tochen, and generations was reckoned: the chief. 
Ashan, five cities, 33 along with all their Je-i'el, and Zechari'ah, sand Bela the 
villages which were round about these son of Azaz, son of Shema, son of Jo'el, 
cities as far as Ba'al. These were their who dwelt in Aro' er, as far as Nebo and 
settlements, and they kept a genealogi- Ba'al-me'on. 9 He also dwelt to the east 
cal record. as far as the entrance of the desert this 

34 Mesho'bab, Jamlech, Joshah the side of the Eu-phra'tes, because their 
son of Amazi'ah, 35 Jo'el, Jehu the son of cattle had multiplied in the land of 
Joshibi'ah, son of Serai'ah, son of Gilead. IOAnd in the da\·s of Saul the\' 
As'i-el, 36 Eli-o-e'nai, Ja-ako'bah, Jesh- made war on the Hagrites, who fell b~· 
ohai'ah, Asa'iah, Ad'i-el, Jesim'i-el, their hand; and they dwelt in their tents 
Benai'ah, 37 Ziza the son of Shiphi, son throughout all the region east of Gilead. 
of Allon, son of Jedai'ah, son of 11 The sons of Gad dwelt m·er 
Shimri, son of Shemai'ah- 38 these against them in the land of Bashan as 
mentioned by name were princes in far as Sal'ecah: 12 Jo'el the chief, 
their families, and their fathers' houses Shapham the second, Ja'nai, and 
increased greatly. 39 They journeyed to Shaphat in Bashan. 13And their kinsmen 
the entrance of Gedor, to the east side according to their fathers' houses: 
of the valley, to seek pasture for their Michael, Meshul'lam, Sheba, Jo'rai, 
flocks, 40 where they found rich, good Jacan, Zi'a, and Fber, se\'en. 14 These 
pasture, and the land was very broad, were the sons of Ab'ihail the son of 
quiet, and peaceful; for the former in- Huri, son of Jaro'ah, son of Gilead, son 
habitants there belonged to Ham. of Michael, son of Jeshish'ai, son of 
41 These, registered by name, came in Jahdo, son of Buz; 15Ahi the son of 
k Vg Compare Gk: Heb and Jashubr-/g}um 1 Or matlcrs 
4.24: Gen 46.10; Ex 6.15; Num 26.12-13. 4.28-33: Josh 19.2-8. 5.1-26: Gen -lb.9; Num 2b."i-b. 
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Ab' di-el, son of Guni, was chief in th~ir Phin'ehas, Phin'ehas of Abishu'a, 
fathers' houses; 16 and they dwelt m SAbishu'a of Bukki, Bukki of Uzzi, 
Gilead, in Bashan and in its towns, and 6 Uzzi of Zcrahi'ah, Zerahi'ah of 
in all the pasture lands of Sharon to Mera'ioth, 7 Mera'ioth of Arnari'ah, 
their limits. 17All of these were enrolled Arnari'ah of Ahi'tub, KAhi'tub ofZadok, 
by genealogies in the days of Jotham Zadok of Ahim'a-az, 9Ahim'a-az of 
king of Judah, and in the days of Jero- Azari'ah, Azari'ah of Joha'nan, 10 and 
bo"am king of Israel. Joha'nan of Azari'ah (it was he who 

18 The Reubcnites, the Gadites, and served as priest in the house that Solo
the half-tribe of Manas'seh had valiant mon built in Jerusalem). IIAzari'ah was 
men, who carried shield and sword, and the father of Arnari'ah, Arnari'ah of 
drew the bow, expert in war, forty-four Ahi'tub, 12Ahi"tub of Zadok, Zadok of 
thousand seven hundred and sixty, Shallum, 13 Shallum of Hilki'ah, Hilki'
ready for service. llJ They made war ah of Azari'ah, 14Azari'ah of Serai'ah, 
upon the Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish, and Sera'iah of Jehoz'adak; 15 and Jehoz'
Nodab; 20 and when they received help adak went into exile when the LORD 
against them, the Hagrites and all who sent Judah and Jerusalem into exile by 
were with them were given into their the hand of Nebuchadnez'zar. 
hands, for they cried to God in the 16° The sons of Levi: Gershom, 
battle, and he granted their entreaty be- Kohath, and Merar'i. 17 And these are 
cause they trusted in him. 21 They car- the names of the sons of Gershom: 
ried off their livestock: fifty thousand of Libni and Shim'e-i. 18 The sons of 
their camels, two hundred and fifty Kohath: Arnram, Izhar, Hebron, and 
thousand sheep, two thousand asses, Uz'zicl. 19 The sons of Merar'i: Mahli 
and a hundred thousand men alive. and Mushi. These are the families of the 
22 For many fell slain, because the war Levites according to their fathers. 20 Of 
was of God. And they dwelt in their Gershorn: Libni his son, Jahath his son, 
place until the exile. Zirnrnah his son, 21 Jo'ah his son, lddo 

23 The members of the half-tribe of his son, Zerah his son, Je-ath'erai his 
Manas "seh dwelt in the land; they were son. 22 The sons of Kohath: Arnrnin' -
very numerous from Bashan to Ba'al- adab his son, Korah his son, Assir his 
hcr'mon, Senir, and Mount Hermon. son, 23 Elka'nah his son, Ebi'asaph his 
24 These were the heads of their fathers' son, Assir his son, 24 Tahath his son, 
houses: Epher, 111 Ishi, Eli'el, Az'ri-el, Uri'el his son, Uzzi'ah his son, and 
Jeremiah, Hodavi'ah, and Jah'di-el, Sha'ul his son. 25 The sons of Elka'nah: 
mighty warriors, famous men, heads of Arna'sai and Ahi'rnoth, 26 Elka'nah his 
their fathers' houses. 25 But they trans- son, Zophai his son, Nahath his son, 
gressed against the God of their fathers, 27 Eli'ab his son, Jero'ham his son, 
and played the harlot after the gods of Elka'nah his son. 28 The sons of Sam
the peoples of the land, whom God had uel: Jo'e)P his first-born, the second 
destroyed before them. 26 So the God Abi'jah.'' 29 The sons of Merar'i: Mahli, 
of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king Libni his son, Shim'e-i his son, Uzzah 
of Assyria, the spirit of Til'gath-pilne- his son, 30 Shirn'e-a his son, Haggi'ah 
ser king of Assyria, and he carried them his son, and Asa'iah his son. 
away, namely, the Reubenites, the 31 These are the men whom David 
Gaditcs, and the half-tribe of Manas'- put in charge of the service of song in 
'ch, and brought them to Halah, Habor, the house of the LORD, after the ark 
Hara, and the river Gozan, to this rested there. 32 They ministered with 
dav. song before the tabernacle of the tent 

6" The sons of Levi: Gershorn, of meeting, until Solomon had built the 
Kohath, and Merar'i. 2 The sons of house of the LORD in Jerusalem; and 

Kohath: Amrarn, Izhar, Hebron, and they performed their service in due 
Uz'zicl. ·1 The children of Arnrarn: order. 3.\ These are the men who served 
Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. The sons of and their sons. Of the sons of the Ko'
Aaron: Nadab, Abi'hu, Elea'zar, and hathites: Hernan the singer the son of 
lth'amar. 4 Elea'zar was the father of Jo' el, son of Samuel, 34 son of Elka'nah, 
111 Gk Vg: Heh a11d J.~:pha "Ch 5.27 in Heb 11 Ch ti.I in Heb 
11 Gk Syr Compare verse "B and I Sam R.2: Heb lacks Joel q Heb and Abrjoh 
6.1-15: Gen 46.11; Ex b.I0-20; Num 3.2. 6.16-53: Ex 6.16-24. 
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son of Jero'ham, son of Eli'el, son of 
To'ah, _1s son of Zuph, son of Elka'nah, 
son of Mahach, son of Ama'sai, 36 son of 
Elka'nah, son of Jo'el, son of Azari'ah, 
son of Zephani'ah, .17 son of Tahach, son 
of Assir, son of Ebi'asaph, son of 
Korab, 3X son of Izhar, son of Kohach, 
son of Levi, son of Israel; _19 and his 
brocher Asaph, who scood on his righc 
hand, namely, Asaph che son of 
Berechi'ah, son of Shim'e-a, 40 son 
of Michael, son of Ba-ase'iah, son of 
Malchi'jah, 41 son of Echni, son of 
Zerah, son of Adai'ah, 42 son of Echan, 
son of Zimmah, son of Shim'e-i, 4_\ son 
of Jahach, son of Gershom, son of Levi. 
44 On che lefc hand were cheir brechren 
che sons of Merar'i: Echan che son of 
Kishi, son of Abdi; son of Malluch, 
45 son of Hashabi'ah, son of Amazi'ah, 
son of Hilki'ah, 46 son of Amzi, son of 
Bani, son of Shemer, 47 son of Mahli, 
son of Mushi, son of Merar'i, son of 
Levi; 4X and cheir brechren che Levices 
were appoinced for all che service of che 
cabernacle of che house of God. 

49 Bue Aaron and his sons made of
ferings upon che alcar of burnc offering 
and upon che alcar of incense for all che 
work of che mosc holy place, and co 
make aconemenc for Israel, according co 
all char Moses che servanc of God had 
commanded. 50 These are che sons of 
Aaron: Elea'zar his son, Phin'ehas 
his son, Abishu'a his son, 51 Bukki his 
son, Uzzi his son, Zerahi'ah his son, 
s2 Mera'ioch his son, Amari'ah his 
son, Ahi'cub his son, 53 Zadok his son, 
Ahim'a-az his son. 

54 These are cheir dwelling places 
according co cheir settlemencs wichin 
cheir borders: co che sons of Aaron 
of che families of Ko'hachites, for cheirs 
was the lot, 55 to them they gave Hebron 
in che land of Judah and ics surround
ing pasture lands, 56 buc the fields of che 
city and its villages they gave to Caleb 
the son of Jephun'neh. 57 To the sons 
of Aaron they gave the cities of refuge : 
Hebron, Libnah with its pasture lands, 
Jattir, Eshtemo'a with its pasture lands, 
58 Hilen with its pasture lands, Debir 
with its pasture lands, 59Ashan with its 
pasture lands, and Beth-she'mesh with 
its pasture lands; 60 and from che tribe 
of Benjamin, Geba with its pasture 
lands, Al'emeth with its pasture lands, 
and An'athoch with its pasture lands. 
6.54-81: Josh 21.1-42. 

All their cities throughout cheir families 
were thirteen. 

61 To the rest of the Ko'hathites 
were given by lot out of che family of 
the tribe, out of the half-tribe, che half 
of Manas'seh, ten cities. 62 To the 
Gershomites according co their families 
were allotted thirteen cities out of the 
tribes of Is'sachar, Asher, Naph'tali, 
and Manas'seh in Bashan. 63 To che 
Merar'ites according to their families 
were allotted twelve cities out of che 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zeb'ulun. 
64 So the people of Israel gave the 
Levites che cities with their pasture 
lands. 05 They also gave chem by lot 
out of the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and 
Benjamin these cities which are men
tioned by name. 

66 And some of the families of the 
sons of Kohach had cities of their ter
ritory out of the tribe of E'phraim. 
67 They were given the cities of refuge: 
Shechem wich its pasture lands in che 
hill councry of E'phraim, Gezer wich 
its pasture lands, 68 Jok'meam with 
its pasture lands, Bech-boron with its 
pasture lands, 69 Ai'jalon wich its pas
ture lands, Gath-rim'mon wich its pas
ture lands, 70 and out of the half-tribe 
of Manas'seh, Aner with its pasture 
lands, and Bil'e-am wich its pasture 
lands, for the rest of the families of the 
Ko'hathites. 

71 To the Gershomites were given 
out of the half-tribe of Manas'seh: 
Golan in Bashan with its pasture lands 
and Ash'taroch wich its pasture lands; 
72 and out of che tribe of Is'sachar: 
Kedesh with its pasture lands, Dab' -
erach wich its pasture lands, 73 Ramoch 
with its pasture lands, and Anem with 
its pasture lands; 74 out of the tribe of 
Asher: Masha! with its pasture lands, 
Abdon with its pasture lands, 75 Hukok 
with ics pasture lands, and Rehob with 
its pasture lands; 76 and out of che tribe 
of Naph'cali: Kedesh in Galilee wich ics 
pasture lands, Ham'mon wich ics pas
ture lands, and Kiriacha'im wich ics 
pascure lands. 77 To che resc of che 
Merar'ices were allotted ouc of che tribe 
of Zeb'ulun: Rim'mono with ics pasture 
lands, Tabor with its pasture lands, 
78 and beyond che Jordan ac Jericho, on 
che east side of che Jordan, our of the 
tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the sceppe 
wich its pasture lands, Jahzah with ics 
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pasture lands, 7CJ Ked'emoth with its and for Shuppim. The name of his sister 
pasture lands, and Meph'a-ath with its was Ma'acah. And the name of the 
pasture lands; HO and out of the tribe of second was Zelo'phehad; and Zelo'phe
Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture had had daughters. 16And Ma'acah the 
lands, Mahana'im with its pasture wife of Machir bore a son, and she 
land,, s1 Hcshbon with its pasture called his name Peresh; and the name 
land,,, and Jazer with its pasture lands. of his brother was Sheresh; and his sons 

7 The sons' of Is'sachar: Tola, were Ulam and Rakem. 17 The sons of 
Pu'ah, Jashub, and Shimron, four. Ulam: Bedan. These were the sons of 

2 The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Repha'iah, Gilead the son of Machir, son of 
Je'ri-el, Jah'mai, Ibsam, and Shemu'el, Manas'seh. lHAnd his sister Hammo'
heads of their fathers' houses, namely of lccheth bore Ishhod, Abie'zer, and 
Tola, mighty warriors of their genera- Mahlah. 19 The sons of Shemi'da were 
tions, their number in the days of David Ahi'an, Shechern, Likhi, and Ani'arn. 
being twenty-two thousand six hun- 20 The sons of E'phraim: Shuthe'lah, 
dred. -'The sons ofUzzi: Izrahi'ah. And and Bered his son, Tahath his son, 
the sons of Izrahi'ah: Michael, Obadi'- Ele-a'dah his _son, Tahath his son, 
ah, Jo'el, and Isshi'ah, five, all of them 21 Zabad his son, Shuthe'lah his son, 
chief men; 4 and along with them, by and Ezer and E'le-ad, whom the men of 
their generations, according to their fa- Gath who were born in the land slew, 
thers' houses, were units of the army for because they came down to raid their 
war, thirty-six thousand, for they had cattle. 22And E'phraim their father 
many wives and sons. s Their kinsmen mourned many days, and his brothers 
belonging to all the families of Is'sachar came to comfort him. 23And E'phraim 
were in all eighty-seven thousand went in to his wife, and she conceived 
mighty warriors, enrolled by genealogy. and bore a son; and he called his name 

6 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beri'ah, because evil had befallen his 
Becher, and Jedi'a-el, three. 7 The sons house. 24 His daughter was She'erah, 
of Bela: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uz'ziel, Jer'- who built both Lower and Upper Beth
imoth, and Iri, five, heads of fathers' horon, and Uz'zen-she'erah. 25 Rephah 
houses, mighty warriors; and their en- was his son, Resheph his son, Telah his 
rollment by genealogies was twenty-two son, Tahan his son, 26 Ladan his son, 
thousand and thirty-four. K The sons of Arnrni'hud his son, Elish'ama his son, 
Becher: Zemi'rah, Jo'ash, Elie'zer, 27 Nun his son, Joshua his son. 2H Their 
Eli-o-e'nai, Omri, Jer'emoth, Abi'jah, possessions and settlements were Bethel 
An'athoth, and Al'emeth. All these and its towns, and eastward Na'aran, 
were the sons of Becher; 9 and their and westward Gezer and its towns, 
enrollment by genealogies, according to Shechem and its towns, and Ayyah and 
their generations, as heads of their fa- its towns; 29 also along the borders of 
thers' houses, mighty warriors, was the Manas'sites, Beth-she'an and its 
twenty thousand two hundred. 10 The towns, Ta'anach and its towns, Megid'
sons of Jedi'a-el: Bilhan. And the sons do and its towns, Dor and its towns. In 
of Bilhan: Je'ush, Benjamin, Ehud, the~e dwelt the sons of Joseph the son of 
Chena'anah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Israel. 
Ahish'ahar. llAll these were the sons of 30 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ish
Jedi'a-el according to the heads of their vah, Ishvi, Beri'ah, and their sister 
fathers' houses, mighty warriors, seven- Serah. 31 The sons of Beri ah· Heber 
teen thousand and two hundred, ready and Mal'chi-el, who was the father of 
for service in war. 12And Shuppim and Bir'zaith. 32 Heber was the father of 
Huppim were the sons of Ir, Hushim Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and their 
the sons of Aher. sister Shu'a .. 13 The sons of Japhlet: 

11 The sons of Naph'tali: Jah'zi-el, Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These are 
Guni, Jezcr, and Shallum, the off- the sons of Japhlet. .\4 The sons of 
spring of Bilhah. Shemer his brother: Rohgah, Jehub'-

14 The sons of Manas'seh: As'ri-el, bah, and Aram. 35 The sons of Helem 
whom his Aramean concubine bore; his brother: Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, 
she bore Machir the father of Gilead. and Amal. 36 The sons of Zophah: 
J;And Machir took a wife for Huppim Su'ah, Har'nepher, Shu'al, Beri, Imrah, 
' Syr Compare Vg: Heb and co the sons 
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.17 Bezcr, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, wife was Ma'acah. 30 His first-born son: 
lthran, and Be-e'ra. 38 The sons of Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Ba'al, Nadab, 
Jether: Jcphun'nch, Pispa, and Ara. 31 Gedor, Ahi'o, Zecher, 32 and Mikloth 
.19 The sons of Ulla: Arah, Han'niel, and (he was the father of Shim'e-ah). Now 
Rizi'a. 40All of these were men of Asher, these also dwelt opposite their kinsmen 
heads of fathers' houses, approved, in Jerusalem, with their kinsmen .. \J Ner 
mighty warriors, chief of the princes. was the father of Kish, Kish of Saul, 
Their number enrolled by genealogies, Saul of Jonathan, Mal'chishu'a, A bin' -
for service in war, was twenty-six adab, and Esh-ba'al; .\4 and the son of 
thousand men. Jonathan was Mer'ib-ba'al; and Mer'ib-

8 Benjamin was the father of Bela ba'al was the father of Micah. J5 The 
his first-born, Ashbel the second, sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech, Tare'a, 

Ahar'ah the third, 2 Nohah the fourth, and Ahaz. J6Ahaz was the father of 
and Rapha the fifth. 3And Bela had Jeho'addah; and Jeho'addah was the 
sons: Addar, Gera, Abi'hud, 4Abi- father of Al'emeth, Az'maveth, and 
shu'a, Na'aman, Aho'ah, 5 Gera, She- Zimri; Zimri was the father of Moza. 
phu'phan, and Huram. <>These are the J7 Moza was the father of Bin'e-a; 
sons of Ehud (they were heads of fa- Raphah was his son, Ele-a'sah his son, 
thers' houses of the inhabitants of Geba, Azel his son. lHAzel had six sons, and 
and they were carried into exile to these are their names: Azri'kam, Bo' -
Man'ahath): 7 Na'aman,-' Ahi'jah, and cheru, Ish'mael, She-ari'ah, Obadi'ah, 
Gera, that is, Heglam,' who was the and Hanan. All these were the sons of 
father of Uzza and Ahi'hud. 8And Azel. 39 The sons of Eshek his brother: 
Shahara'im had sons in the country of Ulam his first-born, Je'ush the second, 
Moab after he had sent away Hushim and Eliph'elet the third. ~o The sons of 
and Ba'ara his wives. 9 He had sons by Ulam were men who were mighty 
Hodesh his wife: Jobab, Zib'i-a, Mesha, warriors, bowmen, having many sons 
Malcam, 10 Je'uz, Sachi'a, and Mirmah. and grandsons, one hundred and fifty. 
These were his sons, heads of fathers' All these were Benjaminites. 
houses. 11 He also had sons by Hushim: 9 So all Israel was enrolled b\· 
Abi'tub and Elpa'al. 12 The sons of El- genealogies; and these are written 
pa'al: Eber, Misham, and Shemed, who in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And 
built Ono and Lod with its towns, Judah was taken into exile in Babylon 
13 and Beri'ah and Shema (they were because of their unfaithfulness. 2 Now 
heads of fathers' houses of the in- the first to dwell again in their posses
habitants of Ai'jalon, who put to flight sions in their cities were Israel, the 
the inhabitants of Gath); 14 and Ahi'o, priests, the Levites, and the temple 
Shashak, and Jer'emoth. 15 Zebadi'ah, servants. 3And some of the people of 
Arad, Eder, Io Michael, lshpah, and Judah, Benjamin, E'phraim, and Ma
Joha were sons of Beri'ah. 17 Zebadi'ah, nas'seh dwelt in Jerusalem:~ Uthai the 
Meshul'lam, Hizki, Heber, 18 Ish'merai, son of Ammi'hud, son of Omri, son of 
Izli'ah, and Jobab were the sons of Imri, son of Bani, from the sons of 
Elpa'al. I'> Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 20 Eli- Perez the son of Judah. 5And of the 
e'nai, Zil'le-thai, Eli' el, 21Adai'ah, Bera'- Shi'lonites: Asa'iah the first-born, and 
iah, and Shimrath were the sons of his sons. 6 Of the sons of Zerah: Jeu'el 
Shim'e-i. 22 Ishpan, Eber, Eli'el, 23 Ab- and their kinsmen, six hundred and 
don, Zichri, Hanan, 24 Hanani'ah, Elam, ninety. 7 Of the Benjaminites: Sallu the 
Anthothi'jah, 25 lphde'iah, and Penu'el son of Meshul'lam, son of Hodavi'ah, 
were the sons of Shashak. 26 Sham'- son of Hassenu'ah, 8 lbne'iah the son of 
sherai, Shehari'ah, Athali'ah, 27 Ja- Jero'ham, Elah the son of Uzzi, son of 
areshi'ah, Eli'jah, and Zichri were the Michri, and Meshul'lam the son of 
sons of Jero'ham. 28 These were the Shephati'ah, son of Reu'el, son of lb
heads of fathers' houses, according to ni'jah; '>and their kinsmen according to 
their generations, chief men. These their generations, nine hundred and 
dwelt in Jerusalem. fifty-six. All these were heads of fathers' 

29 Je-i'el 11 the father of Gibeon houses according to their fathers' 
dwelt in Gibeon, and the name of his houses . 
. ~Heb a11d Naama11 1 Or he carried them imo exile 11 Compare 9.35: Heb lacks]l·id 
9.1-2: Ezra 2.70; Nch 7.71; 11.3. 9.3-17: Nch 11.4-19. 
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IO Of the priests: Jedai'ah, Jehoi'arib, charge of the chambers and the 

Jachin, 11 and Azari'ah the son of Hilki'- treasures of the house of God. 27And 
ah, son of Meshul'Jam, son of Zadok, they lodged round about the house of 
son of Mera'ioth, son of Ahi'tub, the God; for upon them Jay the duty of 
chief officer of the house of God; 12 and watching, and they had charge of open
Adai'ah the son of Jero'ham, son of ing it every morning. 
Pashhur, son of Malchi'jah, and Ma'asai 28 Some of them had charge of the 
the son of Ad'i-el, son of Jah'zerah, son utensils of service, for they were re
of Meshul'Jam, son of Meshil'Jemith, quired to count them when they were 
son of Immer; B besides their kinsmen, brought in and taken out. 29 Others of 
heads of their fathers' houses, one thou- them were appointed over the furniture, 
sand seven hundred and sixty, very able and over all the holy utensils, also over 
men for the work of the service of the the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the in
house of God. cense, and the spices. 30 Others, of the 

14 Of the Levites: Shemai'ah the son sons of the priests, prepared the mixing 
of Hasshub, son of Azri'kam, son of of the spices, 31 and Mattithi'ah, one of 
Hashabi'ah, of the sons of Merar'i; the Levites, the first-born of Shallum 
15 and Bakbak'kar, Heresh, Galal, and the Ko'rahite, was in charge of making 
Mattani'ah the son of Mica, son of the flat cakes. 32AJso some of their kins
Zichri, son of Asaph; 16 and Obadi'ah men of the Ko'hathites had charge of 
the son of Shemai'ah, son of Galal, son the showbread, to prepare it every 
of Jedu'thun, and Berechi'ah the son of sabbath. 
Asa, son of Elka'nah, who dwelt in the 33 Now these are the singers, the 
villages of the Netoph'athites. heads of fathers' houses of the Levites, 

17 The gatekeepers were: Shallum, dwelling in the chambers of the temple 
Akkub, Talmon, Ahi'man, and their free from other service, for they were on 
kinsmen (Shallum being the chief), duty day and night. .l4 These were 
18 stationed hitherto in the king's gate heads of fathers' houses of the Levites, 
on the east side. These were the gate- according to their generations, leaders, 
keepers of the camp of the Levites. who lived in Jerusalem. 
19 Shallum the son of Ko're, son of 35 In Gibeon dwelt the father of 
Ebi'asaph, son of Korah, and his kins- Gibeon, Je-i'el, and the name of his 
men of his fathers' house, the Ko'- wife was Ma'acah, 36 and his first-born 
rahites, were in charge of the work of son Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Ba'al, 
the service, keepers of the thresholds of Ner, Nadab, 37 Gedor, Ahi'o, Zechari'
the tent, as their fathers had been in ah, and Mikloth; 38 and Mikloth was the 
charge of the camp of the LORD, father of Shim'e-am; and these also 
keepers of the entrance. 20And Phin'- dwelt opposite their kinsmen in Jeru
ehas the son of Elea'zar was the ruler salem, with their kinsmen. w Ner was 
over them in time past; the LORD was the father of Kish, Kish of Saul, Saul of 
with him. 21 Zechari'ah the son of Jonathan, Mal'chishu'a, Abin'adab, and 
Meshelerni'ah was gatekeeper at the Esh-ba'al; 40 and the son of Jonathan 
entrance of the tent of meeting. 22All was Mer'ib-ba'al; and Mer'ib-ba'al was 
these, who were chosen as gatekeepers the father of Micah. 41 The sons of Mi
at the thresholds, were two hundred and cah: Pichon, Melech, Tah're-a, and 
twelve. They were enrolled by genealo- Ahaz;,. 42 and Ahaz was the father of 
gies in their villages. David and Samuel Jarah, and Jarah of AJ'emeth, Az'ma
the seer established them in their office veth, and Zimri; and Zimri was the fa
of trust. 23 So they and their sons were ther of Moza. 43 Moza was the father of 
in charge of the gates of the house of the Bin'e-a; and Repha'iah was his son, 
LoRD, that is, the house of the tent, as Ele-a'sah his son, Azel his son. 44 Azel 
guards. 24 The gatekeepers were on the had six sons and these are their names: 
four sides, east, west, north, and south; Azri'kam, Bo'cheru, Ish'mael, She-
25 and their kinsmen who were in their ari'ah, Obadi'ah, and Hanan; these 
villages were obliged to come in every were the sons of Azel. 
seven days, from time to time, to be 10 Now the Philistines fought 
wnh these; 26 for the four chief gate- against Israel; and the men of 
keepers, who were Levites, were in Israel fled before the Philistines, and 
,, Compare H.315: Heb lacks a'1d Ahaz 10.1-12: J Sem 31.1-1 ~-
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fell slain on Mount Gilbo'a. 2And the 
Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; 
and the Philistines slew Jonathan and 
Abin'adab and Mal'chishu'a, the sons 
of Saul. -1 The battle pressed hard upon 
Saul, and the archers found him; and he 
was wounded by the archers. 4 Then 
Saul said to his armor-bearer, "Draw 
your sword, and thrust me through with 
it, lest these uncircumcised come and 
make sport of me." But his armor
bearer would not; for he feared greatly. 
Therefore Saul took his own sword, and 
fell upon it. 5And when his armor
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also 
fell upon his sword, and died. 6 Thus 
Saul died; he and his three sons and all 
his house died together. 7 And when all 
the men of Israel who were in the valley 
saw that the army"' had fled and that 
Saul and his sons were dead, they for
sook their cities and fled; and the 
Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

8 On the morrow, when the Philis
tines came to strip the slain, they found 
Saul and his sons fallen on Mount 
Gilbo'a. 9And they stripped him and 
took his head and his armor, and sent 
messengers throughout the land of the 
Philistines, to carry the good news to 
their idols and to the people. IOAnd they 
put his armor in the temple of their 
gods, and fastened his head in the 
temple of Dagon. 11 But when all Ja'
besh-gil'ead heard all that the Philis
tines had done to Saul, 12 all the valiant 
men arose, and took away the body of 
Saul and the bodies of his sons, and 
brought them to Jabesh. And they 
buried their bones under the oak in 
Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 

13 So Saul died for his unfaithful
ness; he was unfaithful to the LORD in 
that he did not keep the command of 
the LORD, and also consulted a medium, 
seeking guidance, 14 and did not seek 
guidance from the LORD. Therefore the 
LORD slew him, and turned the kingdom 
over to David the son of Jesse. 

11 Then all Israel gathered to
gether to David at Hebron, and 

said, "Behold, we are your bone and 
flesh. 2 In times past, even when Saul 
was king, it was you that led out and 
brought in Israel; and the LORD your 
God said to you, 'You shall be shepherd 
of my people Israel, and you shall be 

prince over my people Israel.' " 3 So 
all the elders of Israel came to the king 
at Hebron; and David made a covenant 
with them at Hebron before the LORD, 
and they anointed David king over 
Israel, according to the word of the 
LoRD by Samuel. 

4 And David and all Israel went to 
Jerusalem, that is J ebus, where the 
Jeb'usites were, the inhabitants of the 
land. 5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to 
David, "You will not come in here.'' 
Nevertheless David took the stronghold 
of Zion, that is, the city of David. 
6 David said, "Whoever shall smite the 
Jeb'usites first shall be chief and com
mander." And Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah 
went up first, so he became chief. 7 And 
David dwelt in the stronghold; there
fore it was called the city of David. KAnd 
he built the city round about from the 
Millo in complete circuit; and Jo'ab 
repaired the rest of the city. 9And David 
became greater and greater, for the 
LORD of hosts was with him. 

10 Now these are the chiefs of 
David's mighty men, who gave him 
strong support in his kingdom, together 
with all Israel, to make him king, ac
cording to the word of the LORD con
cerning Israel. 11 This is an account of 
David's mighty men: Jasho'be-am, a 
Hach'monite, was chief of the three ;r 
he wielded his spear against three hun
dred whom he slew at one time. 

12 And next to him among the three 
mighty men was Elea'zar the son of 
Dodo, the Aho'hite. 13 He was with 
David at Pas-dam'mim when the 
Philistines were gathered there for 
battle. There was a plot of ground full 
of barley, and the men fled from the 
Philistines. 14 But heY took his!i stand 
in the midst of the plot, and defended 
it, and slew the Philistines; and the 
LORD saved them by a great victory. 

15 Three of the thirty chief men 
went down to the rock to David at the 
cave of Adullam, when the army of 
Philistines was encamped in the valley 
of Reph'aim. 16 David was then in the 
stronghold; and the garrison of the 
Philistines was then at Bethlehem. 
17And David said longingly, "O that 
some one would give me water to drink 
from the well of Bethlehem which is by 
the gate!" IK Then the three mighty 

11
· Heb they 1 Compare 2 Sam 23'.8: Heb thirty or capraim Y Compare 2 Sam 23.12: Heb tht·y ... thl'ir 

11.1-3: 2 Sam 5.1-3. 11.4-9: 2 Sam 5.6-10. 11.10-47: 2 Sam 21.8-19. 
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men broke through the camp of the Ahi'jah the Pel'onite, 37 Hezro of 
Philistines, and drew water out of the Carmel, Na'arai the son of Ezbai, 38 Jo' -
well of Bethlehem which was by the el the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the 
gate, and took and brought it to David. son of Hagri, 3'J Zelek the Arnmonite, 
But David would not drink of it; he Na'harai of Be-er'oth, the armor-bearer 
poured it out to the LORD, IY and said, of Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah, 40 Ira the 
"Far be it from me before my God that lthrite, Gareb the lthrite, 41 Uri'ah the 
I should do this. Shall I drink the life- Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 42Ad'ina 
blood of these men? For at the risk of the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a leader 
their lives they brought it." Therefore of the Reubenites, and thirty with him, 
he would not drink it. These things did 43 Hanan the son of Ma'acah, and Josh' -
the three mighty men. aphat the Mithnite, 44 Uzzi'a the Ash' -

20 Now Abi'shai, the brother of Jo'- terathite, Shama and Je-i'el the sons of 
ab, was chief of the thirty.' And he Hotham the Aro'erite, 45 Jedi'a-cl the 
wielded his spear against three hundred son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the 
men and slew them, and won a name Tizite, 46 Eli'el the Ma'havite, and 
beside the three. 21 He was the most Jer'ibai, and Joshavi'ah, the sons of 
renowned" of the thirty,' and became El-na'am, and Ithmah the Moabite, 
their commander; but he did not attain 4 7 Eli'el, and Obed, and Ja-a'si-el the 
to the three. Mezo'ba-ite. 

22 And Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada 12 Now these are the men who 
was a valiant man'' of Kabzeel, a doer came to David at Ziklag, while he 
of great deeds; he smote two ariels'· of could not move about freely because of 
Moab. He also went down and slew a Saul the son of Kish; and they were 
lion in a pit on a day when snow had among the mighty men who helped him 
fallen. 2lAnd he slew an Egyptian, a man in war. 2 They were bowmen, and could 
of great stature, five cubits tall. The shoot arrows and sling stones with 
Egyptian had in his hand a spear like a either the right or the left hand; they 
weaver's beam; but Benai'ah went down were Benjaminites, Saul's kinsmen. 
to him with a staff, and snatched the -1 The chief was Ahie'zer, then Jo'ash, 
spear out of the Egyptian's hand, and both sons of Shema'ah of Gib'e-ah; also 
slew him with his own spear. 24 These Je'zi-el and Pelet the sons of Az' -
things did Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada, maveth; Bera'cah, Jehu of An'athoth, 
and won a name beside the three mighty 4 Ishma'iah of Gibeon, a mighty man 
men. 25 He was renowned among the among the thirty and a leader over the 
thirty, but he did not attain to the three. thirty; Jeremiah/ Jahazi'el, Joha'nan, 
And David set him over his bodyguard. Jo'zabad of Gede' rah, 5 Elu'zai," Jer' -

26 The mighty men of the armies imoth, Beali'ah, Shemari'ah, Shephati'
were As'ahel the brother of Jo'ab, ah the Har'uphite; 6 Elka'nah, Isshi'ah, 
Elha'nan the son of Dodo of Bethle- Az'arel, Jo-e'zer, and Jasho'be-am, the 
hem, 27 Shammoth of Harod," Helez Ko'rahites; 7 and Jo-e'lah and Zebadi'
the Pcl'onite, 28 Ira the son of Ikkesh ah, the sons of Jero'ham of Gedor. 
of Teko'a, Abi-e'zer of An'athoth, 8 From the Gadites there went over 
29 Sib'becai the Hu'shathite, I'lai the to David at the stronghold in the wilder
Aho'hite, .lo Ma'harai of Netoph'ah, ness mighty and experienced warriors, 
Hclcd the son of Ba'anah of Netoph'ah, expert with shield and spear, whose 
\I lthai the son of Ri'bai of Gib'eah of faces were like the faces of lions, and 
the Benjaminitcs, Benai'ah of Pir'athon, who were swift as gazelles upon the 
·12 Hurai of the brooks of Ga'ash, Abi'el mountains: <J Ezer the chief, Obadi'ah 
the Ar'bathitc, .BAz'maveth of Baha'- second, Eli'ab third, 10 Mishman'nah 
rum, Eli'ahba of Sha-al'bon, 34 Ha- fourth, Jeremiah fifth, I IAttai sixth, 
shem" the Gi'zonite, Jonathan the son Eli'el seventh, 12 Joha'nan eighth, Elza'
of Shagee the Har'arite, .l5Ahi'am the bad ninth, 13 Jeremiah tenth, Mach'
son of Sachar the Har'arite, Eli'phal the bannai eleventh. 14 These Gadites were 
son of Ur, .l6 Hepher the Meche'rathite, officers of the army, the lesser over a 

/'~yr.: lfrb 1hrc1' 11 Comp~rc 2 Sam 23.19: Heb more rmow11ed amm1g the cwo 
1 Syr - Heb thi: w,, of a val1a11t man r The meaning of the word a,-ie/ is unknown 
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hundred and the greater over a thou- thousand seven hundred. 2H Zadok, a 
sand. 15 These are the men who crossed young man mighty in valor, and twenty
the Jordan in the first month, when it two commanders from his own father's 
was overflowing all its banks, and put to house. 29 Of the Benjaminites, the kins
flight all those in the valleys, to the east men of Saul, three thousand, of whom 
and to the west. the majority had hitherto kept their 

16 And some of the men of Benja- allegiance to the house of Saul. 30 Of the 
min and Judah came to the stronghold E'phraimites twenty thousand eight 
to David. 17 David went out to meet hundred, mighty men of valor, famous 
them and said to them, "If you have men in their fathers' houses. 31 Of the 
come to me in friendship to help me, half-tribe of Manas'seh eighteen thou
my heart will be knit to you; but if to sand, who were expressly named to 
betray me to my adversaries, although come and make David king. 32 Of Is' -
there is no wrong in my hands, then sachar men who had understanding of 
may the God of our fathers see and re- the times, to know what Israel ought to 
buke you." IH Then the Spirit came do, two hundred chiefs, and all their 
upon Ama'sai, chief of the thirty, and kinsmen under their command. 33 Of 
he said, Zeb'ulun fifty thousand seasoned troops, 

"We arc yours, 0 David; 
and with you, 0 son of Jesse! 

Peace, peace to you, 
and peace to your helpers! 
For your God helps you." 

equipped for battle with all the weapons 
of war, to help David; with singleness of 
purpose. 34 Of Naph'tali a thousand 
commanders with whom were thirty-
seven thousand men armed with shield 
and spear. .ls Of the Danites twenty
eight thousand six hundred men 

Then David received them, and 
them officers of his troops. 

made equipped for battle. 3o Of Asher forty 
thousand seasoned troops ready for 
battle. 37 Of the Reubenites and Gadites 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh from 
beyond the Jordan, one hundred and 
twenty thousand men armed with all the 
weapons of war. 

19 Some of the men of Manas'seh 
deserted to David when he came with 
the Philistines for the battle against 
Saul. (Yet he did not help them, for the 
rulers of the Philistines took counsel 
and sent him away, saying, "At peril to 
our heads he will desert to his master 
Saul.") 20As he went to Ziklag these 
men of Manas'seh deserted to him: 
Adnah, Jo'zabad, Jedi'a-el, Michael, 
Jo'zabad, Eli'hu, and Zil'le-thai, chiefs 
of thousands in Manas'seh. 21 They 
helped David against the band of 
raiders;" for they were all mighty men 
of valor, and were commanders in the 
army. 22 For from day to day men kept 
coming to David to help him, until there 
was a great army, like an army of God. 

23 These are the numbers of the 
divisions of the armed troops, who 
came to David in Hebron, to turn the 
kingdom of Saul over to him, according 
to the word of the LORD. 24 The men of 
Judah bearing shield and spear were six 
thousand eight hundred armed troops. 
25 Of the Simeonites, mighty men of 
valor for war, seven thousand one hun
dred. 26 Of the Levites four thousand 
six hundred. 27 The prince Jehoi'ada, of 
the house of Aaron, and with him three 
11 Or as off1cen of hi.~ rroops 1 Gk: Heb lacks Da'l•id 
13.1-14: 2 Sam 6.1-11. 

38 All these, men of war, arrayed 
in battle order, came to Hebron with 
full intent to make David king O\"er all 
Israel; likewise all the rest of Israel were 
of a single mind to make David king. 
3YAnd they were there with David for 
three days, eating and drinking, for 
their brethren had made preparation for 
them. ~OAnd also their neighbors, from 
as far as Is'sachar and Zeb'ulun and 
Naph'tali, came bringing food on asses 
and on camels and on mules and on 
oxen, abundant provisions of meal, 
cakes of figs, clusters of raisins, and 
wine and oil, oxen and sheep, for there 
was joy in Israel. 

13 David consulted with the com
manders of thousands and of hun

dreds, with every leader. ~And David 
said to all the assembly of Israel, "If ic 
seems good to you, and if it is the will of 
the LORD our God, let us send abroad to 
our brethren who remain in all the land 
of Israel, and with them to the priests 
and Levites in the cities that have pas-
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ture lands, that they may come together of the children whom he had in Jeru
to us. 3 Then let us bring again the ark salem: Sham' mu-a, Shobab, Nathan, 
of our God to us; for we neglected it in Solomon, s Ibhar, Eli'shu-a, El'pelet, 
the days of Saul." 4AJ1 the assembly 6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhi'a, 7 Elish'ama, 
agreed to do so, for the thing was right Beeli'ada, and Eliph'elet. 
in the eyes of all the people. 8 When the Philistines heard that 

5 So David assembled all Israel from David had been anointed king over all 
the Shihor of Egypt to the entrance of Israel, all the Philistines went up in 
Hamath, to bring the ark of God from search of David; and David heard of it 
Kir'iath-ie'arim. 6And David and all and went out against them. 9 Now the 
Israel went up to Ba'alah, that is, to Philistines had come and made a raid in 
Kir'iath-je'arim which belongs to Ju- the valley of Reph'aim. lOAnd David 
dah, to bring up from there the ark of inquired of God, "Shall I go up against 
God, which is called by the name of the the Philistines? Wilt thou give them into 
LoRD who sits enthroned above the my hand?" And the LORD said to him, 
cherubim. 7And they carried the ark of "Go up, and I will give them into your 
God upon a new cart, from the house of hand." 11 And he went up to Ba'al
Abin'adab, and Uzzah and Ahi'oi were pera'zim, and David defeated them 
driving the cart. 8And David and all there; and David said, "God has broken 
Israel were making merry before God through1 my enemies by my hand, like a 
with all their might, with song and bursting flood." Therefore the name of 
lyres and harps and tambourines and that place is called Ba'al-pera'zim."' 
cymbals and trumpets. l2And they left their gods there, and 

9 And when they came to the thresh- David gave command, and they were 
ing floor of Chidon, Uzzah put out his burned. 
hand to hold the ark, for the oxen 13 And the Philistines yet again made 
stumbled. IOAnd the anger of the LORD a raid in the valley. l4And when David 
was kindled against Uzzah; and he again inquired of God, God said to 
smote him because he put forth his hand him, "You shall not go up after them; 
to the ark; and he died there before go around and come upon them oppo
God. llAnd David was angry because site the balsam trees. lSAnd when you 
the LORD had broken forth upon Uz- hear the sound of marching in the tops 
zah; and that place is called Pe'rez- of the balsam trees, then go out to 
uz'zak to this day. l2And David was battle; for God has gone out before you 
afraid of God that day; and he said, to smite the army of the Philistines." 
"How can I bring the ark of God home 16And David did as God commanded 
to me?" B So David did not take the ark him, and they smote the Philistine army 
home into the city of David, but took it from Gibeon to Gezer. l 7 And the fame 
aside to the house of O'bed-e'dom the of David went out into all lands, and the 
Gittite. l4And the ark of God remained LORD brought the fear of him upon all 
with the household of O'bed-e'dom in nations. 
his house three months; and rhe LORD 15 David built houses for himself 
blessed the household of O'bed-e'dom in the city of David; and he pre-
and all that he had. pared a place for the ark of God, and 

14 And Hiram king of Tyre sent pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David said, 
messengers to David, and cedar "No one but the Levites may carry the 

trees, also masons and carpenters to ark of God, for the LORD chose them to 
build a house for him. 2And David per- carry the ark of the LORD and to 
ce1vcd that the LORD had established minister to him for ever." 3And David 
him king over Israel, and that his king- assembled all Israel at Jerusalem, to 
dom was highly exalted for the sake of bring up the ark of the LORD to its 
his people Israel. place, which he had prepared for it. 

1 And David took more wives in 4And David gathered together the sons 
Jerusalem, and David begot more sons of Aaron and the Levites: s of the sons 
and daughters. 4 These are the names of Kohath, Uri' el the chief, with a hun-

J Or and his hrorher k That is The breaking forth "P°'J Uzz1.1h I Heb para"' 
111 Thar is Lord of breaking through ... 
14.1-2: 2 Sam 5.11-12. 14.3-7: 1 Chron 3.5-B; 2 Sam 5.14-16. 14.8-12: 2 Sam 5.17-21. 
14.13-18: 2 Sall' 5.22-25. 15.1-16.3: 2 Sam 6.12-19. 



1 CHRONICLES 15 366 Ark brought to Jerusalem 
dred and twenty of his brethren; 6 of music, for he understood it. 23 Berechi ' -
the sons of Merar'i, Asa'iah the chief, ah and Elka'nah were to be gatekeepers 
with two hundred and twenty of his for the ark. 24 Shebani'ah, Josh'aphat, 
brethren; 7 of the sons of Gershom, Nethan'el, Ama'sai, Zechari'ah, Benai'
Jo'el the chief, with a hundred and ah, and Elie'zer, the priests, should 
thirty of his brethren; 8 of the sons of blow the trumpets before the ark of 
Eliza'phan, Shemai'ah the chief, with God. O'bed-e'dom and Jehi'ah also 
two hundred of his brethren; 9 of the were to be gatekeepers for the ark. 
sons of Hebron, Eli'el the chief, with 25 So David and the elders of Israel, 
eighty of his brethren; 10 of the sons of and the commanders of thousands, 
Uz'ziel, Ammin'adab the chief, with a went to bring up the ark of the covenant 
hundred and twelve of his brethren. of the LORD from the house of O'bed-
11 Then David summoned the priests e'dom with rejoicing. 26And because 
Zadok and Abi'athar, and the Levites God helped the Levites who were carry
Uri'el, Asa'iah, Jo' el, Shemai'ah, Eli'el, ing the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and Arrunin'adab, 12 and said to them, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven 
"You are the heads of the fathers' houses rams. 27 David was clothed with a robe 
of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you of fine linen, as also were all the Levites 
and your brethren, so that you may who were carrying the ark, and the 
bring up the ark of the LORD, the God singers, and Chenani'ah the leader of 
of Israel, to the place that I have pre- the music of the singers; and David 
pared for it. 13 Because you did not carry wore a linen ephod. 28 So all Israel 
it the first time," the LORD our God brought up the ark of the covenant of 
broke forth upon us, because we did not the LORD with shouting, to the sound of 
care for it in the way that is ordained." the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, 
14 So the priests and the Levites sancti- and made loud music on harps and 
fied themselves to bring up the ark of lyres. 
the LORD, the God of Israel. IS And the 29 And as the ark of the covenant of 
Levites carried the ark of God upon the LORD came to the city of David, 
their shoulders with the poles, as Moses Michal the daughter of Saul looked out 
had commanded according to the word of the window, and saw King David 
of the LORD. dancing and making merry; and she 

16 David also commanded the chiefs despised him in her heart. 
of the Levites to appoint their brethren 16 And they brought in the ark of 
as the singers who should play loudly on God, and set it inside the tent 
musical instruments, on harps and lyres which David had pitched for it; and 
and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. they offered burnt offerings and peace 
17 So the Levites appointed Heman the offerings before God. 2And when David 
son of Jo'el; and of his brethren Asaph had finished offering the burnt offerings 
the son ofBerechi'ah; and of the sons of and the peace offerings, he blessed the 
Merar'i, their brethren, Ethan the son people in the name of the LORD, 3 and 
of Kusha'iah; 18 and with them their distributed to all Israel, both men and 
brethren of the second order, Zechari'- women, to each a loaf of bread, a por
ah, Ja-a'ziel, Shemir'amoth, Jehi'el, tion of meat," and a cake of raisins. 
Unni, Eli'ab, Benai'ah, Ma-asei'ah, 4 Moreover he appointed certain of 
Mattithi'ah, Eliph'elehu, and Mik- the Levites as ministers before the ark 
ne'iah, and the gatekeepers O'bed-e' - of the LORD, to invoke, to thank, and 
dom and Je-i'el. llJ The singers, Heman, to praise the LORD, the God of Israel. 
Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound 'Asaph was the chief, and second to him 
bronze cymbals; 20 Zechari'ah, A'zi-cl, were Zechari'ah, Je-i'el, Shemir'amoth, 
Shemir'amoth, Jehi'el, Unni, Eli'ab, Jehi'el, Mattithi'ah, Eli'ab, Benai'ah, 
Ma-asei'ah, and Benai'ah were to play O'bed-e'dom, and Je-i'el, who were to 
harps according to Al'amoth; 21 but play harps and lyres; Asaph was to 
Mattithi'ah, Eliph'elehu, Miknc'iah, sound the cymbals, 6 and Benai'ah and 
O'bed-e'dom, Je-i'el, and Azazi'ah were Jahazi'cl the priests were to blow 
to lead with lyres according to the trumpets continually, before the ark of 
Shem'inith. 22 Chenani'ah, leader of the the covenant of God. 
Levites in music, should direct the 7 Then on that day David first ap-
11 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain u Compare Gk Syr Vg: Heb uncertain 
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pointed that thanksgiving be sung to 25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to 
the LORD by Asaph and his brethren. be praised, 

H O give thanks to the LORD, call on 
his name, 

make known his deeds among the 
peoples! 

9 Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
tell of all his wonderful works! 

10 Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the 

LORD rejoice! 
11 Seek the LORD and his strength, 

seek his presence continually! 
12 Remember the wonderful works that 

he has done, 
the wonders he wrought, the judg

ments he uttered, 
13 0 offspring of Abraham his serv

ant, 
sons of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

14 He is the LORD our God; 
his judgments are in all the earth. 

15 He is mindful of his covenant for 
ever, 

of the word that he commanded, 
for a thousand generations, 

16 the covenant which he made with 
Abraham, 

his sworn promise to Isaac, 
17 which he confirmed as a statute to 

Jacob, 
as an everlasting covenant to Is

rael, 
IH saying, "To you I will give the land 

of Canaan, 
as your portion for an inheritance." 

19 When they were few in number, 
and of little account, and so

journers in it, 
20 wandering from nation to nation, 

from one kingdom to another 
people, 

21 he allowed no one to oppress them; 
he rebuked kings on their account, 

22 saying, "Touch not my anointed 
ones, 

do my prophets no harm!" 

23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
Tell of his salvation from day to 

day. 
24 Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the 
peoples! 

11 Heb1ht•1r 

and he is to be held in awe above 
all gods. 

26 For all the gods of the peoples are 
idols; 

but the LORD made the heavens. 
27 Honor and majesty are before him; 

~trength and joy are in his place. 

2H Ascribe to the LORD, 0 families of 
the peoples, 

ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength! 

29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 
name; 

bring an offering, and come before 
him! 

Worship the LORD in holy array; 
30 tremble before him, all the earth; 

yea, the world stands firm, never 
to be moved. 

31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the 
earth rejoice, 

and let them say among the na
tions, "The LORD reigns!" 

32 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
let the field exult, and everything 

in it! 
33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing 

for joy 
before the LORD, for he comes to 

judge the earth. 
34 0 give thanks to the LORD, for he is 

good; 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever! 

35 Say also: 
"Deliver us, 0 God of our salvation, 

and gather and save us from 
among the nations, 

that we may give thanks to lhy holy 
name, 

and glory in thy praise. 
36 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Is

rael, 
from everlasting to everlasting!" 

Then all the people said "Amen!" and 
praised the LORD. 

37 So David left Asaph and his 
brethren there before the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD to minister con
tinually before the ark as each day re
quired, 38 and also O'bed-e'dom and 
hisP sixty-eight brethren; while O'bed
e'dom, the son of Jedu'thun, and Hosah 

18.8-22: p, 105.1-15. 18.23-33: l's 96.1-13. 18.34: p, 106.1. 18.35-38: p, !06.47-48. 
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were to be gatekeepers. 39And he left Israel; and I will subdue all your 
Zadok the priest and his brethren the enemies. Moreover I declare to you that 
priests before the tabernacle of the the LORD will build you a house. 
LORD in che high place that was at II When your days arc fulfilled co go to 
Gibeon, 40 to offer burnt offerings to the be wich your fathers, I will raise up your 
LORD upon che altar of burnt offering offspring after you, one of your own 
continually morning and evening, ac- sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 
cording to all that is written in the law 12 He shall build a house for me, and I 
of chc LORD which he commanded will escablish his throne for ever. 1.1 I 
Israel. 41 With them were Heman and will be his father, and he shall be mv 
Jedu'chun, and the rest of those chosen son; I will noc rake my sceadfast love 
and expressly named co give chanks to from him, as I took it from him who was 
the LORD, for his steadfast love endures before you, 1-1 but I will confirm him in 
for ever. 42 Heman and Jedu'thun had my house and in my kingdom for ever 
trumpets and cymbals for the music and his throne shall be established for 
and instruments for sacred song. The ever.' " 1; In accordance with all these 
sons of Jedu'chun were appointed to the words, and in accordance wich all this 
gate. vision, Nachan spoke to David. 

·B Then all the people departed each 16 Then King David went in and sac 
to his house, and David went home to before the LORD, and said, "Who am I. 
bless his household. 0 LORD God, and what is my house, 

17 Now when David dwelt in his chat thou hast broughc me thus far) 
house, David said to Nathan the 17 And this was a small thing in chy 

prophet, "Behold, I dwell in a house of eyes, 0 God; thou hasc also spoken or 
cedar, bur the ark of the covenant of the thy servant's house for a great while co 
LORD is under a rent." 2And Nathan come, and hast shown me future genera
said co David, "Do all that is in your tions,'' 0 LORD God! 18 And what more 
heart, for God is with you." can David say to thee for honoring thy 

3 But that same night the word of the servant? For thou knowest thy servant. 
LORD came to Nathan, 4 "Go and tell 19 For thy servant's sake, 0 LORD, and 
my servant David, 'Thus says the according to thy own heart, thou hast 
LORD: You shall not build me a house wrought all this greatness, in making 
to dwell in. 5 For I have not dwelt in a known all these greac things. 20 There 
house since the day I led up Israel to is none like thee, 0 LORD, and there is 
this day, but I have gone from tent to no God besides chee, according to all 
tent and from dwelling to dwelling. that we have heard with our cars. 
'' In all places where I have moved wich 21 What other' nation on earth is like 
all Israel, did I speak a word with any of thy people Israel, whom God went to 
the judges of Israel, whom I com- redeem to be his people, making for thy
manded to shepherd my people, saying, self a name for great and terrible chings, 
"Why have you not built me a house of in driving out nations before thy people 
cedar?" ' 7 Now therefore thus shall you whom thou didst redeem from Egypt? 
say to my servant David, 'Thus says the 22And thou didst make thy peopk Israel 
LORD of hosts, I took you from the pas- to be thy people for ever; and thou, 0 
ture, from following the sheep, that you LORD, didst become their God. 2.'And 
should be prince over my people Israel; now, 0 LORD, let the word which thou 
x and I have been with you wherever hast spoken concerning chy servant and 
you went, and have cue off all your concerning his house be escablishcd for 
enemies from before you; and I will ever, and do as chou hasc spoken; 24 and 
make for you a name, like the name of thy name will be established and magni
the great ones of the earth. lJAnd I will tied for ever, saying, 'The LORD of 
appoint a place for my people Israel, hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel's 
and will plant them, that they may dwell God,' and the house of thy sen·ant 
in their own place, and be disturbed no David will be established before chee. 
more; and violent men shall waste them 25 For thou, my God, hast revealed co 
no more, as formerly, IO from the time thy servant that thou wilt build a housl' 
that I appointed judges over my people for him; therefore thy servant has found 
r1 Cn: Heb uncertain 1 Gk Vg: Heb 011e 
17.1-27: 2 Sam 7 1-29. 
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courage to pray before thee. 26And now, 
O LORD, thou art God, and thou hast 
promised this good thing to thy serv
ant; 27 now therefore may it please thee 
to bless the house of thy servant, that it 
may continue for ever before thee; for 
what thou, 0 LORD, hast blessed is 
bles,ed for ever." 

18 After this David defeated the 
Philistines and subdued them, 

and he took Gach and its villages out of 
chc hand of the Philistines. 

2 And he defeated Moab, and the 
Moabites became servants to David 
and brought tribute. 

3 David also defeated Hadadc'zer 
king of Zobah, toward Hamath, as he 
went to set up his monument' at the 
river Eu-phra'tes. •And David took 
from him a thousand chariots, seven 
thousand horsemen, and twenty thou
sand foot soldiers; and David ham
strung all the chariot horses, but left 
enough for a hundred chariots. 5And 
when the Syrians of Damascus came to 
help Hadade'zer king of Zobah, David 
slew twenty-two thousand men of the 
Syrians. 6 Then David put garrisons' 
in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians 
became servants to David, and brought 
tribute. And the LORD gave victory to 
David wherever he went. 7And David 
took the shields of gold which were 
carried by the servants of Hadade'zer, 
and brought them to Jerusalem. 8And 
from Tibhath and from Cun, cities of 
Hadade'zer, David took very much 
bronze; with it Solomon made the 
bronze sea and the pillars and the 
vessels of bronze. 

9 When To'u king of Hamath heard 
that David had defeated the whole army 
of Hadade'zer, king of Zobah, 10 he sent 
his son Hador'am to King David, to 
greet him, and to congratulate him be
cause he had fought against Hadade'zer 
and defeated him; for Hadade'zer had 
often been at war with To'u. And he 
sent all sorts of articles of gold, of silver, 
and of bronze; 11 these also King David 
dedicated to the LORD, together with 
the silver and gold which he had carried 
off from all the nations, from Edom, 
Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, 
and Am'alek. 

12 And Abi'shai, the son of Zeru'iah, 
slew eighteen thousand E'domites in 

the Valley of Salt. l.'And he put garri
sons in Edom; and all the E'domites 
became David's servants. And the LORD 
gave victory to David wherever he went. 

14 So David reigned over all Israel; 
and he administered justice and equity 
to all his people. IS And Jo'ab the son of 
Zeru'iah was over the army; and 
Jehosh'aphat the son of Ahi'lud was 
recorder; 16 and Zadok the son of Ahi'
tub and Ahim'elcch the son of Abi'athar 
were priests; and Sha vs ha was secre
tary; 17 and Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'
ada was over the Cher'ethites and the 
Pel'ethites; and David's sons were the 
chief officials in the service of the 
king. 

Now after this Nahash the king 19 of the Ammonites died, and his 
son reigned in his stead. 2And David 
said, "I will deal loyally with Hanun 
the son of Nahash, for his father dealt 
loyally with me." So David sent mes
sengers to console him concerning his 
father. And David's servants came to 
Ha nun in the land of the Ammonites, to 
console him. 3 But the princes of the 
Ammonites said to Hanun, "Do you 
think, because David has sent com
forters to you, that he is honoring your 
father? Have not his servants come to 
you to search and to overthrow and to 
spy out the land?" 4 So Hanun took 
David's servants, and shaved them, and 
cut off their garments in the middle, at 
their hips, and sent them away; s and 
they departed. When David was told 
concerning the men, he sent to meet 
them, for the men were greatly ashamed. 
And the king said, "Remain at Jericho 
until your beards have grown, and then 
return.,, 

6 When the Ammonites saw that they 
had made themselves odious to David, 
Hanun and the Ammonites sent a thou
sand talents of silver to hire chariots and 
horsemen from Mesopota'mia, from 
Aram-ma'acah, and from Zobah. 7 They 
hired thirty-two thousand chariots and 
the king of Ma'acah with his army, who 
came and encamped before Med'eba. 
And the Ammonites were mustered 
from their cities and came to battle. 
8 When David heard of it, he sent Jo'ab 
and all the army of the mighty men. 
9And the Ammonites came out and 
drew up in battle array at the entrance 
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of the city, and the kings who had come 
were by themselves in the open country. 

10 When Jo'ab saw that the battle was 
set against him both in front and in the 
rear, he chose some of the picked men of 
Israel, and arrayed them against the 
Syrians; 11 the rest of his men he put in 
the charge of Abi'shai his brother, and 
thev were arrayed against the Am
monites. 12And he said, "If the Syrians 
are too strong for me, then you shall 
help me; but if the Ammonites are too 
strong for you, then I will help you. 
1.1 Be of good courage, and let us play 
the man for our people, and for the 
cities of our God; and may the LORD do 
what seems good to him." I~ So Jo'ab 
and the people who were with him drew 
near before the Syrians for battle; and 
they fled before him. 15And when the 
Ammonites saw that the Syrians fled, 
they likewise fled before Abi'shai, Jo'
ab's brother, and entered the city. Then 
Jo'ab came to Jerusalem. 

16 But when the Syrians saw that 
they had been defeated by Israel, they 
sent messengers and brought out the 
Syrians who were beyond the Eu-phra'
ces, with Shophach the commander of 
the army of Hadade'zer at their head. 
17And when it was told David, he 
gathered all Israel together, and crossed 
the Jordan, and came to them, and 
drew up his forces against them. And 
when David set the battle in array 
against the Syrians, they fought with 
him. IHAnd the Syrians fled before 
Israel; and David slew of the Syrians 
the men of seven thousand chariots, and 
forty thousand foot soldiers, and killed 
also Shophach the commander of their 
army. l<JAnd when the servants of 
Hadade'zer saw that they had been de
feated by Israel, they made peace with 
David, and became subject to him. So 
the Syrians were not willing to help the 
Ammonites any more. 

20 In the spring of the year, the 
time when kings go forth to 

battle, Jo'ab led out the army, and 
ravaged the country of the Ammonites, 
and came and besieged Rabbah. But 
David remained at Jerusalem. And Jo'
ab smote Rabbah, and overthrew it. 
2And David took the crown of their 
king" from his head; he found that it 

weighed a talent of gold, and in it was a 
precious stone; and it was placed on 
David's head. And he brought forth the 
spoil of the city, a very great amount. 
JAnd he brought forth the people who 
were in it, and set them to labor" with 
saws and iron picks and axes;"' and thus 
David did to all the cities of the Am
monites. Then David and all the people 
returned to Jerusalem. 

4 And after this there arose war with 
the Philistines at Gezer; then Sib'becai 
the Hu'shathite slew Sip'pai, who was 
one of the descendants of rhe giants; 
and the Philistines were subdued. 5And 
there was again war wirh the Philistines; 
and Elha'nan che son of Ja'ir slew 
Lahrni the brother of Goliath che 
Gittice, the shaft of whose spear was 
like a weaver's beam. 6And there was 
again war at Gath, where there was a 
man of great stature, who had six 
fingers on each hand, and six toes on 
each foot, twenty-four in number; and 
he also was descended from the giants. 
7And when he taunted Israel, Jonathan 
the son of Shim'e-a, David's brother, 
slew him. 8 These were descended from 
the giants in Gath; and they fell by the 
hand of David and by the hand of his 
servants. 

21 Satan stood up against Israel, 
and incited David to number 

Israel. 2 So David said to Jo'ab and the 
commanders of the army, "Go, number 
Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, and 
bring me a report, that I may know their 
number." 3 But Jo'ab said, "May the 
LORD add to his people a hundred times 
as many as they are! Are they not, my 
lord the king, all of them my lord's 
servants' Why rhen should my lord 
require this? Why should he bring guilt 
upon Israel?" 4 But the king's word 
prevailed against Jo'ab. So Jo'ab de
parted and went throughout all Israel, 
and came back to Jerusalem. 5And Jo'ab 
gave the sum of the numbering of the 
people to David. In all Israel there were 
one million one hundred thousand men 
who drew the sword, and in Judah four 
hundred and seventy thousand who 
drew the sword. 6 But he did not in
clude Levi and Benjamin in the num
bering, for rhe king's command was 
abhorrent to Jo'ab. 

11 Or Mrkom Sec I Kings I LS 1' Compare 2 Sam 12. l I: Heb hl· ... awed 
II' Compare 2 Sam 12. 31: Heb HIH'.' 
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7 But God was displeased with this were with him hid themselves. 21 As 

thing, and he smote Isr~el. 8And David David came to Oman, Oman looked 
said to God, "I have smned greatly m and saw David and went forth from the 
that I have done this thing. But now, I threshing floor, and did obeisance to 
pray thee, take away the iniquity of thy David with his face to the ground. 
servant; for I have done very foolishly." 22And David said to Oman, "Give me 
9And the LORD spoke to Gad, David's the site of the threshing floor that I may 
seer, saying, 10 "Go and say to David, build on it an altar to the LoRD--give 
'Thus says the LORD, Three things I it to me at its full price-that the plague 
offer you; choose one of them, that I may be averted from the people." 
may do it to you.' " II So Gad came to 23 Then Oman said to David, "Take it; 
David and said to him, "Thus says the and let my lord the king do what seems 
LORD, 'Take which you will: 12 either good to him; see, I give the oxen for 
three years of famine; or three months burnt offerings, and the threshing 
of devastation by your foes, while the sledges for the wood, and the wheat for 
sword of your enemies overtakes you; a cereal offering. I give it all." 24 But 
or else three days of the sword of the King David said to Oman, "No, but I 
LORD, pestilence upon the land, au.d the will buy it for the full price; I will not 
angel of the LORD destroying through- take for the LORD what is yours, nor offer 
out all the territory of Israel.' Now de- burnt offerings which cost me nothing." 
cide what answer I shall return to him 25 So David paid Oman six hundred 
who sent me." 13 Then David said to shekels of gold by weight for the site. 
Gad, "I am in great distress; let me fall 26And David built there an altar to the 
into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy LORD and presented burnt offerings and 
is very great; but let me not fall into the peace offerings, and called upon the 
hand of man." LORD, and he answered him with fire 

14 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon from heaven upon the altar of burnt 
Israel; and there fell seventy thousand offering. 27 Then the LORD conunanded 
men of Israel. ISAnd God sent the angel the angel; and he put his sword back 
to Jerusalem to destroy it; but when he into its sheath. 
was about to destroy it, the LORD saw, 28 At that time, when David saw that 
and he repented of the evil; and he said the LORD had answered him at the 
to the destroying angel, "It is enough; threshing floor of Oman the Jeb'usite, 
now stay your hand." And the angel of he made his sacrifices there. 29 For the 
the LORD was standing by the threshing tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses 
floor of Oman the Jeb'usite. 16And had made in the wilderness, and the 
David lifted his eyes and saw the angel altar of burnt offering were at that time 
of the LORD standing between earth and in the high place at Gibeon; 30 but 
heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword David could not go before it to inquire 
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then of God, for he was afraid of the sword 
David and the elders, clothed in sack- 22 of the angel of the LORD. I Then 
cloth, fell upon their faces. 17And David David said, "Here shall be the 
said to God, "Was it not I who gave house of the LORD God and here the 
command to number the people? It is I altar of burnt offering for Israel." 
who have sinned and done very wicked- 2 David commanded to gather to
ly. But these sheep, what have they gether the aliens who were in the land 
done? Let thy hand, I pray thee, 0 of Israel, and he set stonecutters to pre
LoRD my God, be against me and pare dressed stones for building the 
against my father's house; but let not house of God. 3 David also provided 
the plague be upon thy people." great stores of iron for nails for the 

18 Then the angel of the LORD doors of the gates and for clamps, as 
commanded Gad to say to David that well as bronze in quantities beyond 
David should go up and rear an altar weighing, 4 and cedar timbers without 
to the LORD on the threshing floor of number; for the Sido'nians and Tyrians 
Oman the Jeb'usite. 19 So David went brought great quantities of cedar to 
up at Gad's word, which he had spoken David. s For David said, "Solomon my 
in the name of the LORD. 20 Now son is young and inexperienced, and the 
Oman was threshing wheat; he turned house that is to be built for the LORD 
and saw the angel, and his four sons who must be exceedingly magnificent, of 
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fame and glory throughout all lands; I LORD your God. Arise and build the 
will therefore make preparation for it." sanctuary of the LORD God, so that the 
So David provided materials in great ark of the covenant of the LORD and the 
quantity before his death. holy vessels of God may be brought into 

6 Then he called for Solomon his a house built for the name of the LORD." 
son, and charged him to build a house 23 When David was old and full of 
for the LORD, the God of Israel. 7 David days, he made Solomon his son 
said to Solomon, "My son, I had it in king over Israel. 
my heart to build a house to the name 2 David assembled all the leaders of 
of the LORD my God. 8 But the word of Israel and the priests and the Levites. 
the LORD came to me, saying, 'You have 3 The Levi~es, thiny years old and up
shed much blood and have waged great ward, were numbered, and the total was 
wars; you shall not build a house to my thiny-eight thousand men. 4 "Twenty
name, because you have shed so much four thousand of these," David said, 
blood before me upon the earth. 9 Be- "shall have charge of the work in the 
hold, a son shall be born to you; he house of the LORD, six thousand shall be 
shall be a man of peace. I will give him officers and judges, s four thousand 
peace from all his enemies round about; gatekeepers, and four thousand shall 
for his name shall be Solomon, and I offer praises to the LORD with the in
will give peace and quiet to Israel in his struments which I have made for 
days. 10 He shall build a house for my praise." 6And David organized them 
name. He shall be my son, and I will in divisions corresponding to the sons 
be his father, and I will establish his of Levi: Gershom, Kohath, and 
royal throne in Israel for ever.' 11 Now, Merar'i. 
my son, the LORD be with you, so that 7 The sons of Gershomx were Ladan 
you may succeed in building the house and Shim'e-i. 8 The sons of Ladan: 
of the LORD your God, as he has spoken Jehi'el the chief, and Zetham, and Jo'
concem.ing you. 12 Only, may the LORD el, three. 9 The sons of Shim'e-i · 
grant you discretion and understand- Shelo'moth, Ha'zi-el, and Haran, three. 
ing, that when he gives you charge over These were the heads of the fathers' 
Israel you may keep the law of the houses of Ladan. IOAnd the sons of 
LORD your God. 13 Then you will Shim'e-i: Jahath, Zina, and Je'ush, and 
prosper if you are careful to observe the Beri'ah. These four were the sons of 
statutes and the ordinances which the Shim'e-i. 11 Jahath was the chief, and 
LORD commanded Moses for Israel. Be Zizah the second; but Je'ush and Beri'
strong, and of good courage. Fear not; ah had not many sons, therefore they 
be not dismayed. 14 With great pains I became a father's house in one reckon
have provided for the house of the LORD ing. 
a hundred thousand talents of gold, a 12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, 
million talents of silver, and bronze and Izhar, Hebron, and Uz'ziel, four. 
iron beyond weighing, for there is so 13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and 
much of it; timber and stone too I have Moses. Aaron was set apart to conse
provided. To these you must add. crate the most holy things, that he and 
15 You have an abundance of workmen: his sons for ever should burn incense 
stonecuners, masons, carpenters, and before the LORD, and minister to him 
all kinds of craftsmen without number, and pronounce blessings in his name 
skilled in working 16 gold, silver, for ever. 14 But the sons of Moses the 
bronze, and iron. Arise and be doing! man of God were named among the 
The LORD be with you!" tribe of Levi. 15 The sons of Moses: 

17 David also commanded all the Gershom and Elie'zer. 16 The sons of 
leaders of Israel to help Solomon his Gershom: Sheb'uel the chief. 17 The 
son, saying, 18 "ls not the LORD your sons of Elie'zer: Rehabi'ah the chief; 
God with you? And has he not given Elie'zer had no other sons, but the sons 
you peace on every side? For he has of Rehabi'ah were very many. 18 The 
delivered the inhabitants of the land sons of lzhar: Shelo'mith the chief. 
into my hand; and the land is subdued 19 The sons of Hebron: Jeri'ah the 
before the LORD and his people. 19 Now chief, Amari'ah the second, Jahazi cl 
set your mind and hean to seek the the third, and Jekame'am the fourth. 
x Vg Compare Gk Syr: Heb 10 the Gcr51ionirc 
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20 The sons of Uz'ziel: Micah the chief were found among the sons of Elea'zar 
and Isshi'ah the second. than among the sons of lth'amar, they 

21 The sons of Merar'i: Mahli and organized them under sixteen heads of 
Mushi. The sons of Mahli: Elea'zar and fathers' houses of the sons of Elea'zar, 
Kish. 22 Elea'zar died having no sons, and eight of the sons of lth'amar. 
but only daughters; their kinsmen, the s They organized them by lot, all alike, 
sons of Kish, married them. 23 The sons for there were officers of the sanctuary 
of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jer'emoth, and officers of God among both the sons 
three. of Elea'zar and the sons of lth'amar. 

24 These were the sons of Levi by 6And the scribe Shemai'ah the son of 
their fathers' houses, the heads of Nethan'el, a Levite, recorded them in 
fathers' houses as they were registered the presence of the king, and the 
according to the number of the names princes, and Zadok the priest, and 
of the individuals from twenty years old Ahim'elech the son of Abi'athar, and 
and upward who were to do the work the heads of the fathers' houses of the 
for the service of the house of the priests and of the Levites; one father's 
LORD. 2s For David said, "The LORD, house being chosen for Elea'zar and one 
the God of Israel, has given peace to chosen for lth'amar. 
his people; and he dwells in Jerusalem 7 The first lot fell to Jehoi'arib, the 
for ever. 26And so the Levites no longer second to Jedai'ah, 8 the third to Ha
need to carry the tabernacle or any of rim, the fourth to Se-o'rim, 9 the fifth 
the things for its service"- 27 for by to Malchi'jah, the sixth to Mi'jamin, 
the last words of David these were the IU the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to 
number of the Levites from twenty Abi'jah, 11 the ninth to Jeshua, the 
years old and upward- 2H "but their tenth to Shecani'ah, 12 the eleventh to 
duty shall be to assist the sons of Aaron Eli· ashib, the twelfth to 1 akim, 13 the 
for the service of the house of the LORD, thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth 
having the care of the courts and the to Jesheb'e-ab, 14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, 
chambers, the cleansing of all that is the sixteenth to Immer, 15 the seven
holy, and any work for the service of the teenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to 
house of God; 2ll to assist also with the Hap'pizzez, 16 the nineteenth to Petha
showbrcad, the flour for the cereal of- hi'ah, the twentieth to Jehez'kel, 17 the 
fering, the wafers of unleavened bread, twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty
the baked offering, the offering mixed second to Gamul, 18 the twenty-third 
with oil, and all measures of quantity to Dela'iah, the twenty-fourth to Ma
or size .. lOAnd they shall stand every azi'ah. 19 These had as their appointed 
morning, thanking and praising the duty in their service to come into the 
LORD, and likewise at evening, 11 and house of the LORD according to the 
whenever burnt offerings are offered procedure established for them by 
to the LORD on sabbaths, new moons, Aaron their father, as the LORD God of 
and feast days, according to the num- Israel had commanded him. 
bcr required of them, continually be- 20 And of the rest of the sons of 
fore the LORD. 32 Thus they shall keep Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shu'ba-el; 
charge of the tent of meeting and the of the sons of Shu'ba-el, Jehde'iah. 
sanctuary, and shall attend the sons of 21 OfRehabi'ah: of the sons ofRehabi'
Aaron, their brethren, for the service of ah, Isshi'ah the chief. 22 Of the Iz' -
the house of the LORD." harites, Shelo'moth; of the sons of 

24 The divisions of the sons of Shelo'moth, Jahath. 2' The sons of 
Aaron were these. The sons of Hebron ;Y Jeri'ah the chief, z Amari'ah 

Aaron: Nadab, Abi'hu, Elea'zar, and the second, Jahazi'el the third, Jek
Ith'amar. 2 But Nadab and Abi'hu died ame'am the fourth. 24 The sons of Uz'
before their father, and had no children, ziel, Micah; of the sons of Micah, 
so Elea'zar and lth'amar became the Shamir. 25 The brother of Micah, Is
priests. ·1 With the help of Zadok of the shi'ah; of the sons of Isshi'ah, Zechari'
sons of Elca'zar, and Ahim'elech of ah. 26 The sons of Merar'i: Mahli and 
the sons of lth'amar, David organized Mushi. The sons of Ja-azi'ah: Beno. 
them according to the appointed duties 27 The sons of Merar'i: of Ja-azi'ah, 
in their service. 4 Since more chief men Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri. 28 Of 
'1 Sec 2j.IY: Heb lacks Hehrm1 .: Sec 23.19: Heb la1.:ks the chief 
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Mahli: Elea'zar, who had no sons. sixth to Bukki'ah, his sons and his 
29 Of Kish, the sons of Kish: Jerah' - brethren, twelve; 14 the seventh to 
meel. 30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Jeshare'lah, his sons and his breth
Eder, and Jer'imoth. These were the ren, twelve; IS the eighth to Jeshai'ah, 
sons of the Levites according to their his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
fathers' houses. 31 These also, the head 16 the ninth to Manani'ah, his sons and 
of each father's house and his younger his brethren, twelve; 17 the tenth to 
brother alike, cast lots, just as their Shim'e-i, his sons and his brethren, 
brethren the sons of Aaron, in the twelve; 18 the eleventh to Az'arel, his 
presence of King David, Zadok, Ahim' - sons and his brethren, twelve; 19 the 
elech, and the heads of fathers' houses twelfth to Hashabi'ah, his sons and his 
of the priests and of the Levites. brethren, twelve; 20 to the thirteenth, 

25 David and the chiefs of the Shu'ba-el, his sons and his brethren, 
service also set apart for the twelve; 21 to the fourteenth, Mattithi'ah, 

service certain of the sons of Asaph, and his sons and his brethren, twelve; 22 to 
of Heman, and of Jedu'thun, who the fifteenth, to Jer'emoth, his sons and 
should prophesy with lyres, with harps, his brethren, twelve; 23 to the sixteenth, 
and with cymbals. The list of those who to Hanani'ah, his sons and his brethren, 
did the work and of their duties was: twelve; 24 to the seventeenth, to Josh-
2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, bekash'ah, his sons and his brethren, 
Nethani'ah, and Ashare'lah, sons of twelve; 25 to the eighteenth, to Hana'ni, 
Asaph, under the direction of Asaph, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 2h to 
who prophesied under the direction of the nineteenth, to Mallo'thi, his sons 
the king. 3 Of Jedu'thun, the sons of and his brethren, twelve; 27 to the 
Jedu'thun: Gedali'ah, Zeri, Jeshai'ah, twentieth, to Eli'athah, his sons and his 
Shim'e-i," Hashabi'ah, and Manithi'ah, brethren, twelve; 28 to the twenty-first, 
six, under the direction of their father to Hothir, his sons and his brethren, 
Jedu'thun, who prophesied with the twelve; 29 to the twenty-second, to 
lyre in thanksgiving and praise to the Giddal'ti, his sons and his brethren, 
LORD. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: twelve; 30 to the twenty-third, to Ma
Bukki'ah, Mattani'ah, Uz'ziel, Sheb' - ha'zi-oth, his sons and his brethren, 
uel, and Jer'imoth, Hanani'ah, Hana'- twelve; 31 to the twenty-fourth, to 
ni, Eli'athah, Giddal'ti, and Romam'ti- Romam'ti-e'zer, his sons and his 
e'zer, Joshbekash'ah, Mallo'thi, Hothir, brethren, twelve. 
Maha'zi-oth. 5All these were the sons of 26 As for the divisions of the gate
Heman the king's seer, according to the keepers: of the Ko'rahites, Me
promise of God to exalt him; for God shelemi'ah the son of Ko're, of the sons 
had given Heman fourteen sons and of Asaph. 2And Meshelemi'ah had sons: 
three daughters. 6 They were all under Zechari'ah the first-born, Jedi'a-el the 
the direction of their father in the second, Zebadi'ah the third, J ath'ni-el 
music in the house of the LORD with the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehoha'nan 
cymbals, harps, and lyres for the service the sixth, El'ieho-e'nai the seventh. 
of the house of God. Asaph, Jedu'thun, ~And O'bed-e'dom had sons: Shemai'ah 
and Heman were under the order of the the first-born, Jeho'zabad the second, 
king. 7 The number of them along with Jo'ah the third, Sachar the fourth, 
their brethren, who were trained in Nethan'el the fifth, 5Am'miel the sixth, 
singing to the LORD, all who were ski!- ls'sachar the seventh, Pe-ul'lcthai the 
ful, was two hundred and eighty-eight. eighth; for God blessed him. 6Also to 
8And they cast lots for their duties, his son Shemai'ah were sons born who 
small and great, teacher and pupil alike. were rulers in their fathers' houses, for 

9 The first lot fell for Asaph to they were men of great ability. 7 The 
Joseph; the second to Gedali'ah, to sons of Shemai'ah: Othni, Reph'a-el, 
him and his brethren and his sons, Obed, and Elza'bad, whose brethren 
twelve; 10 the third to Zaccur, his sons were able men, Eli'hu and Semachi'ah. 
and his brethren, twelve; 11 the fourth SAii these were of the sons of O'bed
to Izri, his sons and his brethren, e'dom with their sons and brethren, 
twelve; 12 the fifth to Nethani'ah, his able men qualified for the service; sixty
sons and his brethren, twelve; L' the two ofO'bcd-e'dom. 9And Meshelemi'-
11 One Ms: Gk: Heb lacks Sh.-mei 
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ah had sons and brethren, able men, hundreds, and the commanders of the 
eighteen. IUAnd Hosah, of the sons of army, had dedicated. 27 From spoil won 
Merar'i, had sons: Shimri the chief (for in battles they dedicated gifts for the 
though he was not the first-born, his maintenance of the house of the LORD. 
father made him chief), 11 Hilki'ah the 2HAlso all that Samuel the seer, and Saul 
second, Tebali'ah the third, Zechari'ah the son of Kish, and Abner the son of 
the fourth: all the sons and brethren of Ner, and Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah had 
Hosah were thirteen. dedicated-all dedicated gifts were in 

12 These divisions of the gatekeepers, the care of Shclo'moth" and his breth
corresponding to their chief men, had ren. 
duties, just as their brethren did, 29 Of the Iz"harites, Chenani'ah and 
ministering in the house of the LORD; his sons were appointed to outside 
L1 and they cast lots by fathers' houses, duties for Israel, as officers and judges. 
small and great alike, for their gates. .lo Of the He'bronites, Hashabi'ah and 
14 The lot for the east fell to Shelemi'ah. his brethren, one thousand seven hun
They cast lots also for his son Zechari' - dred men of ability, had the oversight 
ah, a shrewd counselor, and his lot came of Israel westward of the Jordan for all 
out for the north. 15 O'bed-e'dom's the work of the LORD and for the service 
came out for the south, and to his sons of the king. 31 Of the He'bronites, Jeri'
was allotted the storehouse. 16 For jah was chief of the He'bronites ofwhat
Shuppim and Hosah it came out for the ever genealogy or fathers' houses. (In 
west, at the gate of Shal'lecheth on the the fortieth year of David's reign search 
road that goes up. Watch corresponded was made and men of great ability 
to watch. 17 On the east there were six among them were found at J azer in 
each day,'' on the north four each day, Gilead.) 32 King David appointed him 
on the south four each day, as well as and his brethren, two thousand seven 
two and two at the storehouse; 18 and hundred men of ability, heads of fa
for the parbar" on the west there were thers' houses, to have the oversight of 
four at the road and two at the parbar. the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
19 These were the divisions of the gate- half-tribe of the Manas'sites for every
keepers among the Ko'rahites and the thing pertaining to God and for the 
sons of Merar'i. affairs of the king. 

20 And of the Levites, Ahi'jah had 27 This is the list of the people of 
charge of the treasuries of the house of Israel, the heads of fathers' 
God and the treasuries of the dedicated houses, the commanders of thousands 
gifts. 21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of and hundreds, and their officers who 
the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, served the king in all matters concerning 
the heads of the fathers' houses belong- the divisions that came and went, month 
ing to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehi'- after month throughout the year, each 
eli." division numbering twenty-four thou-

22 The sons of Jehi'eli, Zetham and sand: 
Jo'el his brother, were in charge of the 2 Jasho'be-am the son of Zab'di-el 
treasuries of the house of the LORD. was in charge of the first division in the 
2l Of the Amramites, the Iz'harites, the first month; in his division were twenty
He'bronites, and the Uz'zielites-24 and four thousand. 3 He was a descendant 
Sheb'uel the son of Gershom, son of of Perez, and was chief of all the com
Moses, was chief officer in charge of the manders of the army for the first month. 
treasuries. 25 His brethren: from Elie' - 4 Dodai the Aho'hitef was in charge of 
zer were his son Rehabi'ah, and his son the division of the second month; in his 
Jeshai'ah, and his son Joram, and his division were twenty-four thousand. 
son Zichri, and his son Shelo'moth. s The third commander, for the third 
2b This Shelo'moth and his brethren month, was Benai'ah, the son of Jehoi'
were in charge of all the treasuries of the ada the priest, as chief; in his division 
dedicated gifts which David the king, were twenty-four thousand. <>This is 
and the heads of the fathers' houses, and the Benai'ah who was a mighty man of 
the officers of the thousands and the the thirty and in command of the 
11 Gk: Heb Li:vucs ,. The meaning of the word pa,-bar is unknown 
fl The Hebrew lext of verse 21 is confused "Heb Shclomith 
f Gk: Heb Ahohite and hr-s division and Mikloth rhi: d11ef offici:r 
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thirty; Ammiz'abad his son was m Az'maveth the son of Ad'i-el; and over 
charge of his division.'' 7As'ahd the the treasuries in the country, in the 
brother of Jo'ab was fourth, for the cities, in the villages and in the towers, 
fourth month, and his son Zebadi'ah was Jonathan the son of Uzzi'ah; 26 and 
after him; in his division were twenty- over those who did the work of the field 
four thousand. x The fifth commander, for tilling the soil was Ezri the son of 
for the fifth month, was Shamhuth, the Chelub; 27 and over the vineyards was 
lz'rahite; in his division were twenty- Shim'e-i the Ra'mathite; and over the 
four thousand. 9 Sixth, for the sixth produce of the vineyards for the wine 
month, was Ira, the son of Ikkesh the cellars was Zabdi the Shiplunite. 
Teko'ite; in his division were twenty- 2~ Over the olive and sycamore trees in 
four thousand. 10 Seventh, for the scv- the Shephe'lah was Ba'al-ha'nan the 
enth month, was Helez the Pel'onite, of Gede'rite; and over the stores of oil was 
the sons of E'phraim; in his division Jo'ash. 29 Over the herds that pastured 
were twenty-four thousand. 11 Eighth, in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite; 
for the eighth month, was Sib'bccai the over the herds in the valleys was 
Hu'shathite, of the Zer'ahites; in his Shaphat the son of Adlai. 30 Over the 
division were twenty-four thousand. camels was Obil the lsh'maelite; and 
12 Ninth, for the ninth month, was Abi- over the she-asses was Jehde'iah the 
e'zer of An'athoth, a Benjaminite; in his Meron'othite. Over the flocks was 
division were twenty-four thousand. Jaziz the Hagrite. 31All these were 
I.I Tenth, for the tenth month, was stewards of King David's property. 
Ma'harai of Netoph'ah, of the Zer'- 32 Jonathan, David's uncle, was a 
ahites; in his division were twenty-four counselor, being a man of understand
thousan<l. 14 Eleventh, for the eleventh ing and a scribe; he and Jehi'el the son 
month, was Bcnai'ah of Pir'athon, of the of Hach'moni attended the king's sons. 
sons of E'phraim; in his division were ·1·1Ahith'ophel was the king's counselor, 
twenty-four thousand. "Twelfth, for and Hushai the Arch.ite was the king's 
the twelfth month, was Heldai the friend .. 14Ahith'ophel was succeeded by 
Netoph'athite, of Oth'ni-el; in his Jehoi'ada the son of Benai'ah, and Abi'
<livision were twenty-four thousand. athar. Jo'ab was commander of the 

16 Over the tribes of Israel, for the king's army. 
Reubenites Elie'zer the son of Zichri 28 David assembled at Jerusalem 
was chief officer; for the Simeonites, all the officials of Israel, the 
Shcphati'ah the son of Ma'acah; 17 for officials of the tribes, the officers of the 
Levi, Hashabi'ah the son of Kemu'el; divisions that served the king, the 
for Aaron, Zadok; 18 for Judah, Eli'hu, commanders of thousands, the com
one of David's brothers; for Is'sachar, manders of hundreds, the stewards of 
Omri the son of Michael; 19 for Zeb'u- all the property and cattle of the king 
lun, Ishma'iah the son of Obadi'ah; for and his sons, together with the palace 
Naph'tali, Jer'emoth the son of Az'ri-el; officials, the mighty men, and all the 
20 for the E'phraimites, Hoshe'a the son seasoned warriors. 2 Then King David 
of Azazi'ah; for the half-tribe of Ma- rose to his feet and said: "Hear me, 
nas'seh, Jo'el the son of Peda'iah; 21 for my brethren and my people. I had it 
the half-tribe of Manas'seh in Gilead, in my heart to build a house of rest for 
l<l<lo the son of Zechari 'ah; for Ben- the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
jamin, Ja-a'si-el the son of Abner; 22 for for the footstool of our God; and I made 
Dan, Az'arel the son of Jero'ham. These preparations for building. ·1 But God 
were the leaders of the tribes of Israel. said to me, 'You may not build a house 
2.1 David did not number those below for my name, for you arc a warrior and 
twenty years of age, for the LORD had have shed blood.' 4 Yet the LORD God 
promised to make Israel as many as the of Israel chose me from all my father's 
stars of heaven. 24 Jo'ab the son of house to be king over Israel for ever; for 
Zcru'iah began to number, but did not he chose Judah as leader, and in the 
finish; yet wrath came upon Israel for house of Judah my father's house, and 
this, and the number was not entered in among my father's sons he took pleasure 
the chronicles of King David. in me to make me king over all Israel. 

25 Over the king's treasuries was 'And of all my sons (for the LORD has 
'1 (Jk Vg: Heb was lw Jn.•isio11 
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given me many sons) he has chosen fined gold, and its weight; also his plan 
Solomon my son to sit upon the throne for the golden chariot of the cherubim 
of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. that spread their wings and covered the 
6 He said to me, 'It is Solomon your son ark of the covenant of the LORD. 19All 
who shall build my house and my this he made clear by the writing from 
courts, for I have chosen him to be my the hand of the LORD concerning it/' 
son, and I will be his father. 7 I will all the work to be done according to the 
establish his kingdom for ever if he con- plan. 
tinues resolute in keeping my com- 20 Then David said to Solomon his 
mandments and my ordinances, as he is son, "Be strong and of good courage, 
today.' H Now therefore in the sight of and do it. Fear not, be not dismayed; 
all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, for the LORD God, even my God, is 
and in the hearing of our God, observe with you. He will not fail you or for
and seek out all the commandments of sake you, until all the work for the 
the LoRD your God; that you may pos- service of the house of the LORD is 
sess this good land, and leave it for an finished. 21And behold the divisions of 
inheritance to your children after you the priests and the Levites for all the 
for ever. service of the house of God; and with 

9 "And you, Solomon my son, know you in all the work will be every willing 
the God of your father, and serve him man who has skill for any kind of serv
with a whole heart and with a willing ice; also the officers and all the people 
mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, will be wholly at your command." 
and understands every plan and thought. 29 And David the king said to all 
If you seek him, he will be found by the assembly, "Solomon my son, 
you; but if you forsake him, he will cast whom alone God has chosen, is young 
you off for ever. 10 Take heed now, for and inexperienced, and the work is 
the LORD has chosen you to build a great ; for the palace will not be for man 
house for the sanctuary; be strong, and but for the LORD God. 2 So I have pro
do it." vided for the house of my God, so far as 

11 Then David gave Solomon his son I was able, the gold for the things of 
the plan of the vestibule of the temple, gold, the silver for the things of silver, 
and of its houses, its treasuries, its upper and the bronze for the things of bronze, 
rooms, and its inner chambers, and of th.: iron for the things of iron, and wood 
the room for the mercy scat; 12 and the for the things of wood, besides great 
plan of all that he had in mind for the quantities of onyx and stones for setting, 
courts of the house of the LORD, all the antimony, colored stones, all sorts of 
surrounding chambers, the treasuries of precious stones, and marble. 3 Morc
the house of God, and the treasuries for over, in addition to all that I have pro
dcdicated gifts; 13 for the divisions of vided for the holy house, I have a 
the priests and of the Levites, and all treasure of my own of gold and silver, 
the work of the service in the house of and because of my devotion to the house 
the LORD; for all the vessels for the of my God I give it to the house of my 
service in the house of the LORD, 14 the God: 4 three thousand talents of gold, 
weight of gold for all golden vessels for of the gold of Ophir, and seven thou
each service, the weight of silver vessels sand talents of refined silver, for over
for each service, 15 the weight of the laying the walls of the house, 5 and for 
golden lampstands and their lamps, the all the work to be done by craftsmen, 
weight of gold for each lampstand and gold for the things of gold and silver for 
its lamps, the weight of silver for a the things of silver. Who then will offer 
lampstand and its lamps, according to willingly, consecrating himself today to 
the use of each lampstand in the service, the LORD?" 
16 the weight of gold for each table for 6 Then the heads of fathers' houses 
the showbread, the silver for the silver made their freewill offerings, as did also 
tables, 17 and pure gold for the forks, the the leaders of the tribes, the com
basins, and the cups; for the golden manders of thousands and of hundreds, 
bowls and the weight of each; for the and the officers over the king's work. 
silver bowls and the weight of each; 7 They gave for the service of the house 18 for the altar of incense made of re- of God five thousand talents and ten 
11 Cn: Heb upon me 
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thousand darics of gold, ten thousand whole heart he may keep thy command
talents of silver, eighteen thousand ments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, 
talents of bronze, and a hundred thou- performing all, and that he may build 
sand talents of iron. 8And whoever had the palace for which I have made pro
precious stones gave them to the vision." 
treasury of the house of the LORD, in the 20 Then David said to all the as
care of Jehi'el the Gershonite. 9 Then sembly, "Bless the LORD your God." 
the people rejoiced because these had And all the assembly blessed the LORD, 
given willingly, for with a whole heart the God of their fathers, and bowed 
they had offered freely to the LORD; their heads, and worshiped the LORD, 
David the king also rejoiced greatly. and did obeisance to the king. 21And 

1 U Therefore David blessed the they performed sacrifices to the LORD, 
LORD in the presence of all the assem- and on the next day offered burnt of
bly; and David said: "Blessed art thou, ferings to the LORD, a thousand bulls, a 
0 LORD, the God of Israel our father, thousand rams, and a thousand Iambs, 
for ever and ever. 11 Thine, 0 LORD, is with their drink offerings, and sacri
the greatness, and the power, and the fices in abundance for all Israel; 22 and 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty; they ate and drank before the LORD on 
for all that is in the heavens and in the that day with great gladness. 
earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, 0 And they made Solomon the son of 
LORD, and thou art exalted as head David king the second time, and they 
above all. 12 Both riches and honor come anointed him as prince for the LORD, 
from thee, and thou rulest over all. In and Zadok as priest. 2J Then Solomon 
thy hand are power and might; and in sat on the throne of the LORD as king 
thy hand it is to make great and to give instead of David his father; and he 
strength to all. 13And now we thank prospered, and all Israel obeyed him. 
thee, our God, and praise thy glorious 24All the leaders and the mighty men, 
name. and also all the sons of King David, 

14 "But who am I, and what is my pledged their allegiance to King Solo
people, that we should be able thus to mon. 25And the LORD gave Solomon 
offer willingly? For all things come from great repute in the sight of all Israel, and 
thee, and of thy own have we given bestowed upon him such royal majesty 
thee. 15 For we are strangers before thee, as had not been on any king before him 
and sojourners, as all our fathers were; in Israel. 
our days on the earth are like a shadow, 26 Thus David the son of Jesse 
and there is no abiding.' 16 0 LORD our reigned over all Israel. 27 The time that 
God, all this abundance that we have he reigned over Israel was forty years; 
provided for building thee a house for he reigned seven years in Hebron, and 
thy holy name comes from thy hand and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 2s Then 
is all thy own. 17 I know, my God, that he died in a good old age, full of days, 
thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure riches, and honor; and Solomon his son 
in uprightness; in the uprightness of my reigned in his stead. 29 Now the acts of 
heart I have freely offered all these King David, from first to last, are writ
things, and now I have seen thy people, ten in the Chronicles of Samuel the 
who are present here, offering freely and seer, and in the Chronicles of Nathan 
joyously to thee. 18 0 LORD, the God of the prophet, and in the Chronicles of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, Gad the seer, JO with accounts of all his 
keep for ever such purposes and rule and his might and of the circum
thoughts in the hearts of thy people, stances that came upon him and upon 
and direct their hearts toward thee. Israel, and upon all the kingdoms of the 
19 Grant to Solomon my son that with a countries. 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 

CHRONICLES 
1 Solomon the son of David estab

lished himself in his kingdom, and 
the LORD his God was with him and 
made him exceedingly great. 

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the 
wmmanders of thousands and of hun
dreds, to the judges, and to all the 
leaders in all Israel, the heads of fathers' 
homes. 1And Solomon, and all the as
sembly with him, went to the high place 
that was at Gibeon; for the tent of meet
ing of God, which Moses the servant of 
the LORD had made in the wilderness, 
was there. ~ (But David had brought up 
the ark of God from Kir'iath-je'arim to 
the place that David had prepared for 
it, for he had pitched a tent for it in 
Jerusalem.) 0 Moreover the bronze altar 
that Bcz'alel the son of Uri, son of Hur, 
had made, was there before the taber
nacle of the LORD. And Solomon and 
the assembly sought the LoRD. 6And 
Solomon went up there to the bronze 
altar before the LORD, which was at the 
tent of meeting, and offered a thousand 
burnt offerings upon it. 

7 In that night God appeared to 
Solomon, and said to him, "Ask what I 
shall give you." HAnd Solomon said to 
God, "Thou hast shown great and 
steadfast love to David my father, and 
hast made me king in his stead. 9 0 
LoRD God, let thy promise to David 
my father be now fulfilled, for thou hast 
made me king over a people as many as 
the dust of the earth. 10 Give me now 
wisdom and knowledge to go out and 
come in before this people, for who can 
rule this thy people, that is so great?" 
11 God answered Solomon, "Because 
this was in your heart, and you have not 
asked possessions, wealth, honor, or the 
life of those who hate you, and have not 
even asked Jong life, but have asked 
wisdom and knowledge for yourself that 
you may rule my people over whom I 
have made you king, 12 wisdom and 
knowledge arc granted to you. I will 
also give you riches, possessions, and 
honor, such as none of the kings had 

who were before you, and none after 
you shall have the like." 13 So Solomon 
came from" the high place at Gibeon, 
from before the tent of meeting, to 
Jerusalem. And he reigned over Israel. 

14 Solomon gathered together char
iots and horsemen; he had fourteen 
hundred chariots and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he stationed in the 
chariot cities and with the king in Jeru
salem. ISAnd the king made silver and 
gold as common in Jerusalem as stone, 
and he made cedar as plentiful as the 
sycamore of the Shephe'lah. loAnd 
Solomon's import of horses was from 
Egypt and Ku'e, and the king's traders 
received them from Ku'e for a price. 
17 They imported a chariot from Egypt 
for six hundred shekels of silver, and a 
horse for a hundred and fifty; likewise 
through them these were exported to 
all the kings of the Hittites and the kings 
of Syria. 

2" Now Solomon purposed to build 
a temple for the name of the LORD, 

and a royal palace for himself. 2rAnd 
Solomon assigned seventy thousand 
men to bear burdens and eighty thou
sand to quarry in the hill country, and 
three thousand six hundred to oversee 
them. 3And Solomon sent word to 
Huram the king of Tyre: "As you dealt 
with David my father and sent him 
cedar to build himself a house to dwell 
in, so deal with me. 4 Behold, I am 
about to build a house for the name of 
the LORD my God and dedicate it to 
him fur the burning of incense of sweet 
spices before him, and for the continual 
offering of the show bread, and for burnt 
offerings morning and evening, on the 
sabbaths and the new moons and the 
appointed feasts of the LORD our God, 
as ordained for ever for Israel. ' The 
house which I am to build will be great, 
for our God is greater than all gods. 
6 But who is able to build him a house, 
since heaven, even highest heaven, can
not contain him? Who am I to build a 
house for him, except as a place to burn 
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incense before him? 7 So now send me a 
man skilled to work in gold, silver, 
bronze, and iron, and in purple, crim
son, and blue fabrics, trained also in 
engraving, to be with the skilled workers 
who are with me in Judah and Jeru
salem, whom David my father pro
vided. R Send me also cedar, cypress, 
and algwn timber from Lebanon, for I 
know that your servants know how to 
cut timber in Lebanon. And my serv
ants will be with your servants, 9 to 
prepare timber for me in abundance, for 
the house I am to build will be great and 
wonderful. 10 I will give for your serv
ants, the hewers who cut timber, twenty 
thousand cors of crushed wheat, twenty 
thousand cors of barley, twenty thou
sand baths of wine, and twenty thou
sand baths of oil." 

11 Then Huram the king of Tyre an
swered in a letter which he sent to Solo
mon, "Because the LORD loves his peo
ple he has made you king over them." 
12 Huram also said, "Blessed be the 
LORD God of Israel, who made heaven 
and earth, who has given King David a 
wise son, endued with discretion and 
understanding, who will build a temple 
for the LORD, and a royal palace for 
himself. 

13 "Now I have sent a skilled man, en
dued with understanding, Huram-abi, 
14 the son of a woman of the daughters 
of Dan, and his father was a man of 
Tyre. He is trained to work in gold, 
silver, bronze, iron, stone, and wood, 
and in purple, blue, and crimson 
fabrics and fine linen, and to do all sorts 
of engraving and execute any design 
that may be assigned him, with your 
craftsmen, the craftsmen of my lord, 
David your father. IS Now therefore the 
wheat and barley, oil and wine, of which 
my lord has spoken, let him send to his 
servants; 16 and we will cut whatever 
timber you need from Lebanon, and 
bring it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, 
so that you may take it up to Jeru
salem." 

17 Then Solomon took a census of all 
the aliens who were in the land of Israel, 
after the census of them which David 
his father had taken; and there were 
found a hundred and fifty-three thou
sand six hundred. 18 Seventy thousand 

of them he assigned to bear burdens, 
eighty thousand to quarry in the hill 
country, and three thousand six hun
dred as overseers to make the peopk 
work. 

3 Then Solomon began to build the 
house of the LORD in Jerusalem on 

Mount Mori 'ah, where the LORD had 
appeared to David his father, at the 
place that David had appointed, on the 
threshing floor of Oman the Jeb'usitc 
2 He began to build in the second month 
of the fourth year of his reign. ·' These 
are Solomon's measurements'' for 
building the house of God: the length. 
in cubits of the old standard, was sixn 
cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits 
4 The vestibule in front of the nave ol 
the house was twenty cubits long, equal 
to the width of the house;' and its 
height was a hundred and twenty cubits. 
He overlaid it on the inside with pure 
gold. 5 The nave he lined with cyprc". 
and covered it with fine gold, and made 
palms and chains on it. " He adorned 
the house with settings of precious 
stones. The gold was gold of Pan·a'im 
7 So he lined the house with gold-ii s 
beams, its thresholds, its walls, and its 
doors; and he carved cherubim on th,· 
walls. 

8 And he made the most holy plac,·. 
its length, corresponding to the breadth 
of the house, was twenty Cl!bits, and its 
breadth was twenty cubits; he O\"erlaid 
it with six hundred talents of fine gold 
'J The weight of the nails was on,· 
shekel/ to fifty shekels of gold. And h,· 
overlaid the upper chambers with 
gold. 

10 In the most holy place he mad,· 
two cherubim of wood" and O\"erlaid'· 
them with gold. 11 The wings of th,· 
cherubim together extended twentY 
cubits: one wing of the one, of fi'",. 
cubits, touched the wall of the house:. 
and its other wing, of fi\"c cubits. 
touched the wing of the other cherub. 
12 and of this cherub, one wing, of fiH· 
cubits, touched the wall of the house. 
and the other wing, also of five cubit>. 
was joined to the wing of the firsr 
cherub. u The wings of these cherubim 
extended twenty cubits; the cherubim' 
stood on their feet, facing the nave 
14And he made the veil of blue and 
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purple and crimson fabrics an_d fine 
linen, and worked cherubim on 1t. 

J 5 In front of the house he made two 
pillars thirty-five cubits high, with a 
capital of five cubits on the top of each. 
16 He made chains like a necklaceJ and 
put them on the tops of the pillars ; and 
he made a hundred pomegranates, and 
put them on the chains. 17 He set up 
the pillars in front of the temple, one on 
the south, the other on the north; that 
on the south he called Jachin, and that 
on the north Bo'az. 

4 He made an altar of bronze, 
twenty cubits long, and twenty 

cubits wide, and ten cubits high. 2 Then 
he made the molcen sea; it was round, 
ten cubits from brim to brim, and five 
cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits 
measured its circumference. ·1 Under it 
were figures of gourds,'· for thirty' 
cubits, compassing the sea round about; 
the gourds' were in two rows, cast with 
it when it was cast. 4 It stood upon 
twelve oxen, three facing north, three 
facing west, three facing south, and 
three facing east; the sea was set upon 
them, and all their hinder parts were 
inward. 5 Its thickness was a hand
breadth; and its brim was made like the 
brim of a cup, like the flower of a lily; it 
held over three thousand baths. 6 He 
also made ten Javers in which to wash, 
and set five on the south side, and five 
on the north side. In these they were to 
rinse off what was used for the burnt 
offering, and the sea was for the priests 
to wash in. 

7 And he made ten golden lamp
stands as prescribed, and set them in the 
temple, five on the south side and five 
on the north. 8 He also made ten tables, 
and placed them in the temple, five on 
the south side and five on the north. 
And he made a hundred basins of gold. 
9 He made the court of the priests, and 
the great court, and doors for the court, 
and overlaid their doors with bronze; 
I u and he set the sea at the southeast 
corner of the house. 

11 Huram also made the pots, the 
shovels, and the basins. So Huram 
finished the work that he did for King 
Solomon on the house of God: 12 the 
two pillars, the bowls, and the two 
capitals on the top of the pillars; and 

the two networks to cover the two 
bowls of the capitals that were on the 
top of the pillars; 13 and the four hun
dred pomegranates for the two net
works, two rows of pomegranates for 
each network, to cover the two bowls 
of the capitals that were upon the 
pillars. 14 He made the stands also, and 
the Javers upon the stands, IS and the 
one sea, and the twelve oxen under
neath it. 16 The pots, the shovels, the 
forks, and all the equipment for these 
Huram-abi made of burnished bronze 
for King Solomon for the house of the 
LORD. 17 In the plain of the Jordan the 
king cast them, in the clay ground be
tween Succoth and Zer'cdah. 18 Solo
mon made all these things in great 
quantities, so that the weight of the 
bronze was not ascertained. 

19 So Solomon made all the things 
that were in the house of God: the 
golden altar, the tables for the bread of 
the Presence, 20 the lampstands and 
their lamps of pure gold to burn before 
the inner sanctuary, as prescribed ; 
21 the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, 
of purest gold; 22 the snuffers, basins, 
dishes for incense, and firepans, of pure 
gold; and the sockets m of the temple, 
for the inner doors to the most holy 
place and for the doors of the nave of the 
temple were of gold. 

5 Thus all the work that Solomon 
did for the house of the LORD was 

finished. And Solomon brought in the 
things which David his father had 
dedicated, and stored the silver, the 
gold, and all the vessels in the treasuries 
of the house of God. 

2 Then Solomon assembled the 
elders of Israel and all the heads of the 
tribes, the leaders of the fathers' houses 
of the people of Israel, in Jerusalem, 
to bring up the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD out of the city of David, which 
is Zion. 3And all the men of Israel as
sembled before the king at the feast 
which is in the seventh month. 4And 
all the elders of Israel came, and the 
Levites took up the ark. SAnd they 
brought up the ark, the tent of meeting, 
and all the holy vessels that were in the 
tent; the priests and the Levites brought 
them up. 6And King Solomon and all 
the congregation of Israel, who had as-
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2 CHRONICLES 5 382 Ark of the covenant 
sembled before him, were before the day that I brought my people out of the 
ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen land of Egypt, I chose no city in all the 
that they could not be counted or num- tribes of Israel in which to build a 
bered. 7 So the priests brought the ark house, that my name might be there, 
of the covenant of the LORD to its place, and I chose no man as prince over my 
in the inner sanctuary of the house, in people Israel; 6 but I have chosen Jeru
the most holy place, underneath the salem that my name may be there and I 
wings of the cherubim. 8 For the cheru- have chosen David to be over my people 
birn spread out their wings over the Israel.' 7 Now it was in the hean ol 
place of the ark, so that the cherubim David my father to build a house for the 
made a covering above the ark and its name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 
poles. YAnd the poles were so long that 8 But the LORD said to David my father, 
the ends of the poles were seen from the 'Whereas it was in your heart to build a 
holy place before the inner sanctuary; house for my name, you did well that it 
but they could not be seen from out- was in your heart; 9 nevertheless you 
side; and they are there to this day. shall not build the house, but your son 
10 There was nothing in the ark except who shall be born to you shall build the 
the two tables which Moses put there at house for my name.' 10 Now the LoRn 
Horeb, where the LORD made a cove- has fulfilled his promise which he made; 
nant with the people of Israel, when for I have risen in the place of David 
they came out of Egypt. 11 Now when my father, and sit on the throne ol 
the priests came out of the holy place Israel, as the LORD promised, and I 
(for all the priests who were present had have built the house for the name of the 
sanctified themselves, without regard to LORD, the God of Israel. llAnd there I 
their divisions; 12 and all the Levi ti cal have set the ark, in which is the cove
singers, Asaph, Heman, and Jedu'thun, nant of the LORD which he made with 
their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine the people of Israel." 
linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, 12 Then Solomon stood before the 
stood east of the altar with a hundred altar of the LORD in the presence of all 
and twenty priests who were trurn- the assembly of Israel, and spread fonh 
peters; 13 and it was the duty of the his hands. 13 Solomon had made a 
trumpeters and singers to make them- bronze platform five cubits long, fi\'c 
selves heard in unison in praise and cubits wide, and three cubits high, and 
thanksgiving to the LORD), and when had set it in the court; and he stood 
the song was raised, with trumpets and upon it. Then he knelt upon his knee' 
cymbals and other musical instruments, in the presence of all the assembly ol 
in praise to the LORD, Israel, and spread forth his han,b 

"For he is good, toward heaven; l~ and said, "O LORD, 
for his steadfast love endures for God of Israel, there is no God like thee, 

ever," in heaven or on earth, keeping co\'enant 
the house, the house of the LORD, was and showing steadfast love to thy serv
filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests ants who walk before thee with all their 
could not stand to minister because of heart; 15 who hast kept with thy servant 
the cloud; for the glory of the LORD David my father what thou didst d<'-
filled the house of God. dare to him; yea, thou didst speak with 

6 Then Solomon said, thy mouth, and with thy hand hast ful-
"The LORD has said that he would filled it this day. lo Now therefore, 0 

dwell in thick darkness. LORD, God of Israel, keep with th~ 
2 I have built thee an exalted house, servant David my father what thou hast 

a place for thee to dwell in for promised him, saying, 'There shall 
ever." never fail you a man before me to sit 

3 Then the king faced about, and upon the throne of Israel, if only your 
blessed all the assembly of Israel, while sons take heed to their way, to walk in 
all the assembly of Israel stood. 4And my law as you have walked before me.' 
he said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God 17 Now therefore, 0 LORD, God or 
of Israel, who with his hand has ful- Israel, let thy word be confirmed, which 
filled what he promised with his mouth thou hast spoken to thy servant David. 
to David my father, saying, s 'Since the 18 "But will God dwell indeed with 
5.13-14: I Kinir.; 8.10-11. 6.1-39: I ((jngs 8.12-50. 
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man on the earth? Behold, heaven and stretchinff out his hands toward this 
the highest heaven cannot contain thee; house; 3 then hear thou from heaven 
how much less this house which I have thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
built! 19 Yet have regard to the prayer render to each whose heart thou know
of thy servant and to his supplication, 0 est, according to all his ways (for thou, 
LORD my God, hearkening to the cry thou only, knowest the hearts of the 
and to the prayer which thy servant children of men); 31 that they may fear 
prays before thee; 20 that thy eyes may thee and walk in thy ways all the days 
be open day and night toward this that they live in the land which thou 
house, the place where thou hast prom- gavest to our fathers. 
ised to set thy name, that thou mayest 32 "Likewise when a foreigner, who 
hearken to the prayer which thy servant is not of thy people Israel, comes from 
offers toward this place. 21 And hearken a far country for the sake of thy great 
thou to the supplications of thy servant name, and thy mighty hand, and thy 
and of thy people Israel, when they pray outstretched arm, when he comes and 
toward this place; yea, hear thou from prays toward this house, 33 hear thou 
heaven thy dwelling place; and when from heaven thy dwelling place, and 
thou hearest, forgive. do according to all for which the for-

22 "If a man sins against his neighbor eigner calls to thee; in order that all the 
and is made to take an oath, and comes peoples of the earth may know thy name 
and swears his oath before thy altar in and fear thee, as do thy people Israel, 
this house, 23 then hear thou from and that they may know that this house 
heaven, and act, and judge thy servants, which I have built is called by thy 
requiting the guilty by bringing his con- name. 
duct upon his own head, and vindicat- 34 "If thy people go out to battle 
ing the righteous by rewarding him ac- against their enemies, by whatever way 
cording to his righteousness. thou shalt send them, and they pray to 

24 "If thy people Israel are defeated thee toward this city which thou hast 
before the enemy because they have chosen and the house which I have 
sinned against thee, when they turn built for thy name, 35 then hear thou 
again and acknowledge thy name, and from heaven their prayer and their 
pray and make supplication to thee in supplication, and maintain their 
this house, 25 then hear thou from cause. 
heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 36 "If they sin against thee---for there 
people Israel, and bring them again to is no man who does not sin-and thou 
the land which thou gavest to them and art angry with them, and dost give them 
to their fathers. to an enemy, so that they are carried 

26 "When heaven is shut up and away captive to a land far or near; 37 yet 
there is no rain because they have if they lay it to heart in the land to which 
sinned against thee, if they pray toward they have been carried captive, and re
this place, and acknowledge thy name, pent, and make supplication to thee in 
and turn from their sin, when thou dost the land of their captivity, saying, 'We 
afflict them, 27 then hear thou in heaven, have sinned, and have acted perversely 
and forgive the sin of thy servants, thy and wickedly'; 38 if they repent with all 
people Israel, when thou dost teach their mind and with all their heart in 
them the good way" in which they the land of their captivity, to which they 
should walk; and grant rain upon thy were carried captive, and pray toward 
land, which thou hast given to thy their land, which thou gavest to their 
people as an inheritance. fathers, the city which thou hast 

28 "If there is famine in the land, if chosen, and the house which I have 
there is pestilence or blight or mildew built for thy name, 39 then hear thou 
or locust or caterpillar; if their enemies from heaven thy dwelling place their 
besiege them in any of their cities; prayer and their supplications, and 
whatever plague, whatever sickness maintain their cause and forgive thy 
there is; 29 whatever prayer, whatever people who have sinned against thee. 
supplication is made by any man or by 40 Now, 0 my God, let thy eyes be open 
all thy people Israel, each knowing his and thy ears attentive to a prayer of this 
own affliction, and his own sorrow and place. 
11 Gk Syr Vg: Heb toward thL' good way 



2 CHRONICLES 6 384 God's promise to Solomon 
41 "And now arise, 0 LORD God, and go and the feast seven days. 10 On the 

to thy restipg place, twenty-third day of the seventh month 
thou and the ark of thy might. he sent the people away to their homes, 

Let thy priests, 0 LORD God, be joyful and glad of heart for the goodness 
clothed with salvation, that the LORD had shown to David and 

and let thy saints rejoice in thy to Solomon and to Israel his people. 
goodness. 11 Thus Solomon finished the house 

42 0 LORD God, do not turn away the of the LORD and the king's house; all 
face of thy anointed one! that Solomon had planned to do in the 

Remember thy steadfast love for house of the LORD and in his own house 
David thy servant." he successfully accomplished. 12 Then 

7 When Solomon had ended his the LORD appeared to Solomon in the 
prayer, fire came down from heaven night and said to him: "I have heard 

and consumed the burnt offering and your prayer, and have chosen this place 
the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD for myself as a house of sacrifice. 
filled the temple. 2And the priests could I.I When I shut up the heavens so that 
not enter the house of the LORD, be- there is no rain, or command the locust 
cause the glory of the LORD filled the to devour the land, or send pestilence 
LORD's house. 3 When all the children among my people, 14 if my people who 
of Israel saw the fire come down and the are called by my name humble them
glory of the LORD upon the temple, they selves, and pray and seek my face, and 
bowed down with their faces to the turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
earth on the pavement, and worshiped hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes 

"For he is good, will be open and my ears attentive rn the 
for his steadfast love endures for prayer that is made in this place. I ° For 

ever." now I have chosen and consecrated this 
4 Then the king and all the people house that my name may be there for 

offered sacrifice before the LORD. ever; my eyes and my heart will be 
' King Solomon offered as a sacrifice there for all time. 17 And as for vou, if 
twenty-two thousand oxen and a hun- you walk before me, as David your 
dred and twenty thousand sheep. So father walked, doing according to all 
the king and all the people dedicated the that I have commanded you and keep
house of God. 6 The priests stood at ing my statutes and m): ordinances, 
their posts; the Levites also, with the I K then I will establish your royal 
instruments for music to the LORD throne, as I covenanted with David your 
which King David had made for giving father, saying, There shall not fail you 
thanks to the LORD--for his steadfast a man to rule Israel.' 
love endures for ever-whenever David 19 "But if you" turn aside and forsake 
offered praises by their ministry; op- my statutes and my commandments 
posite them the priests sounded trum- which I have set before you, and go and 
pets; and all Israel stood. serve other gods and worship them, 

7 And Solomon consecrated the 2o then I will pluck you" up from the 
middle of the court that was before the land which I have given you;" and this 
house of the LORD; for there he offered house, which I have consecrated for my 
the burnt offering and the fat of the name, I will cast out of my sight, and 
peace offerings, because the bronze will make it a proverb and a hyword 
altar Solomon had made could not hold among all peoples. 2IAnd at this house, 
the burnt offering and the cereal offer- which is exalted, every one pass
ing and the fat. ing by will be astonished, and say, 

8 At that time Solomon held the feast 'Why has the LORD done thus to this 
for seven days, and all Israel with him, a lanci and to this house?' 22 Then thev 
very great congregation, from the en- will say, 'Because they forsook the 
trance of Hamath to the Brook of LORD the God of their fathers who 
Egypt. 'lAnd on the eighth day they held brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
a solemn assembly; for they had kept and laid hold on other gods, and wor
the dedication of the altar seven days shiped them and served them; therefore 
"The won.I you j, plur:.il hen: ii Heb rhl·m 
6.41-42: Ps 132.8-10. 7.4-IO: I King~ H.62-b6. 7.11-22: I Kings 9.1-9. 
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he has brought all this evil upon 
them.',, 

8 At the end of twenty years, in 
which Solomon had built the house 

of the LORD and his own house, 2 Solo
mon rebuilt the cities which Huram had 
given to him, and settled the people of 
Israel in them. 

3 And Solomon went to Ha'math
zo'bah, and took it. 4 He built Tadmor 
in the wilderness and all the store
cities which he built in Hamath. 5 He 
also built Upper Beth-horon and 
Lower Beth-horon, fortified cities with 
wall,, gates, and bars, 6 and Ba"alath, 
and all the store-cities that Solomon 
had, and all the cities for his chariots, 
and the cities for his horsemen, and 
whatever Solomon desired to build in 
Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the 
land of his dominion. 7All the people 
who were left of the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Per'izzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jeb'usites, who were not of Is
rael, 8 from their descendants who were 
left after them in the land, whom the 
people of Israel had not destroyed
these Solomon made a forced levy and 
so they are to this day. Y But of the peo
ple of Israel Solomon made no slaves 
for his work; they were soldiers, and his 
officers, the commanders of his chariots, 
and his horsemen. lOAnd these were the 
chief officers of King Solomon, two 
hundred and fifty, who exercised 
authority over the people. 

11 Solomon brought Pharaoh's 
daughter up from the city of David to 
the house which he had built for her, 
for he said, "My wife shall not live in 
the house of David king of Israel, for 
the places to which the ark of the LORD 
has come are holy." 

12 Then Solomon offered up burnt 
offerings to the LORD upon the altar of 
the LORD which he had built before the 
vestibule, l.l as the duty of each day 
required, offering according to the 
commandment of Moses for the sab
baths, the new moons, and the three 
annual feasts-the feast of unleavened 
bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast 
of tabernacles. 14According to the 
ordinance of David his father, he ap
pointed the divisions of the priests for 
their service, and the Levites for their 
offices of praise and ministry before the 

priests as the duty of each day required, 
and the gatekeepers in their divisions 
for the several gates; for so David the 
man of God had commanded. ISAnd 
they did not turn aside from what the 
king had commanded the priests and 
Levites concerning any matter and con
cerning the treasuries. 

16 Thus was accomplished all the 
work of Solomon from 11 the day the 
foundation of the house of the LORD was 
laid until it was finished. So the house 
of the LORD was completed. 

17 Then Solomon went to E'zion
ge'ber and Eloth on the shore of the sea, 
in the land of Edom. IBAnd Huram sent 
him by his servants ships and servants 
familiar with the sea, and they went to 
Ophir together with the servants of 
Solomon, and fetched from there four 
hundred and fifty talents of gold and 
brought it to King Solomon. 

9 Now when the queen of Sheba 
heard of the fame of Solomon she 

came to Jerusalem to test him with hard 
questions, having a very great retinue 
and camels bearing spices and very 
much gold and precious stones. When 
she came to Solomon, she told him all 
that was on her mind. 2And Solomon 
answered all her questions; there was 
nothing hidden from Solomon which he 
could not explain to her. 3And when the 
queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of 
Solomon, the house that he had built, 
4 the food of his table, the seating of his 
officials, and the attendance of his serv
ants, and their clothing, his cupbearers, 
and their clothing, and his burnt offer
ings which he offered at the house of the 
LORD, there was no more spirit in her. 

5 And she said to the king, "The 
report was true which I heard in my 
own land of your affairs and of your 
wisdom, 6 but I did not believe the' 
reports until I came and my own eyes 
had seen it; and behold, half the great
ness of your wisdom was not told me; 
you surpass the report which I heard. 
7 Happy are your wives!-' Happy are 
these your servants, who continually 
stand before you and hear your wis
dom! 8 Blessed be the LORD your God, 
who has delighted in you and set you 
on his throne as king for the LORD your 
God! Because your God loved Israel 
and would establish them for ever, he 

'
1 Gk Syr V~: Heb to 1 Heb their ·''Gk Compo.re I Kings 10.8: Heb me,, 
8.1-18: I Kmg' 9.I0-28. 9.1-28: I Kings I0.1-29. 



2 CHRONICLES 9 386 Solomon's riches and wisdom 
has made you king over them, that you 
may execute justice and righteousness." 
9 Then she gave the king a hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, and a very great 
quantity of spices, and precious stones: 
there were no spices such as those 
which the queen of Sheba gave to King 
Solomon. 

10 Moreover the servants of Huram 
and the servants of Solomon, who 
brought gold from Ophir, brought 
algum wood and precious stones. 11And 
the king made of the algum wood steps' 
for the house of the LORD and for the 
king's house, lyres also and harps for 
the singers; there never was seen the 
like of them before in the land of Judah. 

12 And King Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba all that she desired, 
whatever she asked besides what she 
had brought to the king. So she turned 
and went back to her own land, with her 
servants. 

13 Now the weight of gold that came 
to Solomon in one year was six hundred 
and sixty-six talents of gold, 14 besides 
that which the traders and merchants 
brought; and all the kings of Arabia and 
the governors of the land brought gold 
and silver to Solomon. 15 King Solomon 
made two hundred large shields of 
beaten gold; six hundred shekels of 
beaten gold went into each shield. 16And 
he made three hundred shields of 
beaten gold; three hundred shekels of 
gold went into each shield; and the king 
put them in the House of the Forest of 
Lebanon. 17 The king also made a great 
ivory throne, and overlaid it with pure 
gold. 18 The throne had 3ix steps and a 
footstool of gold, which were attached 
to the throne, and on each side of the 
seat were arm rests and two lions stand
ing beside the arm rests, 19 while 
twelve lions stood there, one on each 
end of a step on the six steps. The like of 
it was never made in any kingdom. 20All 
King Solomon's drinking vessels were 
of gold, and all the vessels of the House 
of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure 
gold; silver was not considered as any
thing in the days of Solomon. 21 For the 
king's ships went to Tarshish with the 
servants of Huram; once every three 
years the ships of Tarshish used to 
come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, 
and peacocks.x 

22 Thus King Solomon excelled all 
the kings of the earth in riches and in 
wisdom. 23And all the kings of the earth 
sought the presence of Solomon to hear 
his wisdom, which God had put into his 
mind. 24 Every one of them brought his 
present, articles of silver and of gold, 
garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and 
mules, so much year by year. 25And 
Solomon had four thousand stalls for 
horses and chariots, and twelve thou
sand horsemen, whom he stationed in 
the chariot cities and with the king in 
Jerusalem. 26And he ruled over all the 
kings from the Eu-phra'tes to the land 
of the Philistines, and to the border of 
Egypt. 27And the king made silver as 
common in Jerusalem as stone, and 
cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of 
the Shephe'lah. 28And horses were im
ported for Solomon from Egypt and 
from all lands. 

29 Now the rest of the acts of Solo
mon, from first to last, are they not 
written in the history of Nathan the 
prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahi'jah 
the Shi 'lonite, and in the visions of Iddo 
the seer concerning Jerobo'am the son 
of Nebat? 30 Solomon reigned in Jeru
salem over all Israel forty years. 31And 
Solomon slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David his father, 
and Rehobo'am his son reigned in his 
stead. 

10 Rehobo'am went to Shechem. 
for all Israel had come to Shc

chem to make him king. 1And when 
Jerobo'am the son of Nebat heard of i1 
(for he was in Egypt, whither he had 
fled from King Solomon), then Jerobo·
am returned from Egypt. JAnd they 
sent and called him; and Jerobo'am and 
all Israel came and said to Rehobo'am. 
4 "Your father made our yoke heavy 
Now therefore lighten the hard service 
of your father and his heavy yoke 
upon us, and we will serve you." 5 H,· 
said to them, "Come to me again 
in three days." So the people went 
away. 

6 Then King Rehobo'am took coun
sel with the old men, who had stood be
fore Solomon his father while he was 
yet alive, saying, "How do you advise 
me to answer this people?" 7 And they 
said to him, "If you will be kind to this 
people and please them, and speak good 

t Gk Vg: The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain x Or baboons 
9.30-31: I Kings 11.42-48. 10.1-19: 1Kings12.1-19. 
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When Rehobo'am came to Jeruwords to them, then they will be your 

servants for ever." 8 But he forsook the 
counsel which the old men gave him, 
and took counsel with the young men 
who had grown up with him and stood 
before him. 9And he said to them, 
"What do you advise that we answer 
this people who have said to me, 
'Lighten the yoke that your father put 
upon us'?" IOAnd the young men who 
had grown up with him said to him, 
"Thus shall you speak to the people 
who said to you, 'Your father made our 
yoke heavy, but do you lighten it for 
us'; thus shall you say to them, 'My 
little finger is thicker than my father's 
loins. 11And now, whereas my father 
laid upon you a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke. My father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions.' '' 

12 So Jerobo'am and all the people 
came to Rehobo'am the third day, as the 
king said, "Come to me again the third 
day." l.lAnd the king answered them 
harshly, and forsaking the counsel of 
the old men, 14 King Rehobo'am spoke 
to them according to the counsel of the 
young men, saying, "My father made 
your yoke heavy, but I will add to it; 
my father chastised you with whips, but 
I will chastise you with scorpions." 
IS So the king did not hearken to the 
people; for it was a turn of affairs 
brought about by God that the LORD 
might fulfil his word, which he spoke 
by Ahi'jah the Shi'lonitc to Jerobo'am 
the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the 
king did not hearken to them, the people 
amwered the king, 

"What portion have we in David? 
We have no inheritance in the son 

of Jesse. 
Each of you to your tents, 0 Israel! 

Look now to your own house, 
David." 

So all Israel departed to their tents. 
17 But Rehobo'am reigned over the 
people of Israel who dwelt in the cities 
of Judah. 18 Then King Rehobo'am sent 
Hador'am, who was taskmaster over the 
forced labor, and the people of Israel 
stoned him to death with stones. And 
King Rehobo'am made haste to mount 
his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So 
Israel has been in rebellion against the 
home of David to this day. 
11.1-4: I King~ 1222-24. 

11 salem, he assembled the house of 
Judah, and Benjamin, a hundred and 
eighty thousand chosen warriors, to 
fight against Israel, to restore the king
dom to Rehobo'am. 2 But the word of 
the LORD came to Shemai'ah the man of 
God: 3 "Say to Rehobo'am the son of 
Solomon king of Judah, and to all Israel 
in Judah and Benjamin, 4 'Thus says the 
LORD, You shall not go up or fight 
against your brethren. Return every 
man to his home, for this thing is from 
me.' " So they hearkened to the word 
of the LORD, and returned and did not 
go against Jerobo'am. 

5 Rehobo'am dwelt in Jerusalem, and 
he built cities for defense in Judah. 
6 He built Bethlehem, Etam, Teko'a, 
7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, B Gath, 
Mare'shah, Ziph, 9Adora'im, Lachish, 
Aze'kah, 10 Zorah, Ai'jalon, and He
bron, fortified cities which are in Judah 
and in Benjamin. 11 He made the 
fortresses strong, and put commanders 
in them, and stores of food, oil, and 
wine. 12And he put shields and spears 
in all the cities, and made them very 
strong, So he held Judah and Benjamin. 

13 And the priests and the Levites 
that were in all Israel resorted to him 
from all places where they lived. 14 For 
the Levites left their common lands and 
their holdings and came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, because Jerobo'am and his 
sons cast them out from serving as 
priests of the LORD, 15 and he appointed 
his own priests for the high places, and 
for the satyrs, and for the calves which 
he had made. 16And those who had set 
their hearts to seek the LORD God of 
Israel came after them from all the 
tribes of Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice 
to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 
17 They strengthened the kingdom of 
Judah, and for three years they made 
Rehobo'am the son of Solomon secure, 
for they walked for three years in the 
way of David and Solomon. 

18 Rehobo'am took as wife Ma'halath 
the daughter of Jer'imoth the son of 
David, and of Ab'ihail the daughter of 
Eli'ab the son of Jesse; 19 and she bore 
him sons, Je'ush, Shemari'ah, and 
Zaham. 20After her he took Ma'acah 
the daughter of Ab'salom, who bore him 
Abi'jah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelo'mith. 
21 Rehobo'am loved Ma'acah the <laugh-
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ter of Ab'salom above all his wives and 
concubines (he took eighteen wives and 
sixty concubines, and had twenty-eight 
sons and sixty daughters); 22 and Reho
bo'am appointed Abi'jah the son of 
Ma'acah as chief prince among his 
brothers, for he intended to make him 
king. 23And he dealt wisely, and dis
tributed some of his sons through all 
the districts of Judah and Benjamin, in 
all the fortified cities; and he gave them 
abundant provisions, and procured 
wives for them." 

12 When the rule of Rehobo'am 
was established and was strong, 

he forsook the law of the LORD, and all 
Israel with him. 2 In the fifch year of 
King Rehobo'am, because rhey had 
been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak 
king of Egypt came up against Jeru
salem .I with twelve hundred chariots 
and sixty thousand horsemen. And the 
people were without number who came 
with him from Egypt-Libyans, Suk'
ki-irn, and Ethiopians. 4And he took rhe 
fortified cities of Judah and came as far 
as Jerusalem. s Then Shemai'ah rhe 
prophet came to Rehobo'am and to the 
princes of Judah, who had gathered ar 
Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said 
to them, "Thus says the LORD, 'You 
abandoned me, so I have abandoned 
you to the hand of Shishak.' " n Then 
the princes of Israel and the king hum
bled themselves and said, "The LORD 
is righteous." 7 When the LORD saw 
that they humbled themselves, the word 
of the LORD came to Shemai'ah: "Thev 
have humbled themselves; I will nor 
destroy them, but I will grant them 
some deliverance, and my wrath shall 
not be poured our upon Jerusalem by 
the hand of Shishak. 8 Nevertheless 
they shall be servants to him, that they 
may know my service and the service of 
the kingdoms of the countries." 

9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jeru~alem; he rook away the 
treasures of the house of the LORD and 
the treasures of the king's house; he 
took away everything. He also rook 
away the shields of gold which Solomon 
had made; 10 and King Rehobo'am 
made in their stead shields of bronze, 
and committed them to the hands of the 
officers of the guard, who kept the door 
of the king's house. II And as often as the 

king went into the house of the LORD. 
the guard came and bore them, and 
brought them back to the guardroom 
I2And when he humbled himself the 
wrath of the LORD turned from him, 
so as not to make a complete destruc
tion; moreover, conditions were good in 
Judah. 

13 So King Rehobo'am established 
himself in Jerusalem and reigned 
Rehobo'am was forty-one years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city 
which the LORD had chosen our of all 
the tribes of Israel to put his name 
there. His mother's name was Na'amah 
rhe Ammoniress. I4And he did evil, for 
he did not set his heart to seek the LORD. 

15 Now rhe acts of Rehobo'am, from 
first to last, are rhey nor written in the 
chronicles of Shemai'ah rhe prophet and 
of Iddo the seer?' There were continual 
wars between Rehobo'am and Jerobo -
am. I6And Rehobo'am slept wirh hi' 
fathers, and was buried in rhe city ol 
David; and Abi'jah his son reigned in 
his sread. 

13 In rhe eighreenth year of King 
Jerobo'am Abi'jah began to reign 

over Judah. 2 He reigned for three 
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name 
was Micai'ah rhe daughrer of Uri'el lll 
Gibe-ah. 

N(m· there was war bct\\·een Abi iah 
and Jerobo'am. JAbi'iah went our w 
battle ha\·ing an army of valiant men ol 
war, four hundred thousand picked 
men; and Jerobo'am drew up his line ol 
battle ag~.insr him with eighr hundred 
thousand picked mighty warrior' 
4 Then Abi'jah stood up on Mourn 
Zemara'im which is in the hill councn 
of E'phraim, and said, "Hear me, 0 
Jerobo'am and all Israel! ' Ought you 
nor to know that rhe LORD God of Isra,·I 
gave the kingship over Israel for O.:\'er r" 
David and his sons b\· a covenant ,,1 
salr? n Yer Jerobo'am the son of Neba1. 
a servant of Solomon the son of Dm·id. 
rose up and rebelled against his lord. 
7 and certain worthless scoundrels garh · 
ered about him and defied Rehob.o am 
the son of Solomon, when Rehobo am 
was young and irresolute and could n<>l 
withstand them. 

8 "And now you think to withstand 
the kingdom of the LORD in the hand 

u Cn: Heb sought a mu/11-wde of wive5 1' Heb H'c'r, to mri1/I 1111t·.,dl 
12.1-18: I Kings 14.25-31. 13.1-2: I Kings l5.l·2, 7. 
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of the sons of David, because you are a 
gn:at multitude and have with you the 
golden calves which Jerobo'am made 
you for gods. '!Have you not driven out 
the priesh of the LORD, the sons of 
Aaron, and the Levites, and made 
prie,1' for yourselves like the peoples of 
other lands? Whoever comes to con
secrate himself with a young bull or 
seven rams becomes a priest of what are 
no gods. 10 But as for us, the LORD is our 
God, and we have not forsaken him. We 
have priests ministering to the LoRD 
who are sons of Aaron, and Levites for 
their service. 11 They offer to the LORD 
every morning and every evening 
burnt offerings and incense of sweet 
spices, set out the showbread on the 
tahle of pure gold, and care for the 
golden lampstand that its lamps may 
burn every evening; for we keep the 
charge of the LORD our God, but you 
have forsaken him. 12 Behold, God is 
with us at our head, and his priests with 
their battle trumpets to sound the call to 
battle against you. 0 sons of Israel, do 
not fight against the LORD, the God of 
your fathers; for you cannot succeed." 

13 Jerobo'am had sent an ambush 
around to come on them from behind; 
thus his troops"' were in front of Judah, 
and the ambush was behind them. 
14And when Judah looked, behold, the 
battle was before and behind them; and 
they cried to the LORD, and the priests 
blew the trumpets. IS Then the men of 
Judah raised the battle shout. And when 
the men of Judah shouted, God de
feated Jcrobo'am and all Israel before 
Abi'jah and Judah. 16 The men of Israel 
fled heforc Judah, and God gave them 
into their hand. 17Abi'jah and his 
people slew them with a great slaughter; 
so there fell slain of Israel five hundred 
thousand picked men. 18 Thus the men 
of Israel were subdued at that time, and 
the men of Judah prevailed, because 
they relied upon the LORD, the God of 
their fathers. 19And Abi'jah pursued 
Jeroho'am, and took cities from him, 
Bethel with its villages and Jesh'anah 
with its villages and Ephron·' with its 
villages. 20 Jerobo'am did not recover 
his power in the days of Abi'jah; and 
the LORD smote him, and he died. 21 But 
Abi'jah grew mighty. And he took four
teen wives, and had twenty-two sons and 

sixteen daughters. 22 The rest of the acts 
of Abi'jah, his ways and his sayings, are 
written in the story of the prophet Iddo. 

14 11 So Abi'jah slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the city of 

David; and Asa his son reigned in his 
stead. In his days the land had rest for 
ten years. 2 'And Asa did what was good 
and right in the eyes of the LORD his 
God. 3 He took away the foreign altars 
and the high places, and broke down the 
pillars and hewed down the Ashe'rim, 
4 and commanded Judah to seek the 
LORD, the God of their fathers, and to 
keep the law and the commandment. 
s He also took out of all the cities of 
Judah the high places and the incense 
altars. And the kingdom had rest under 
him. 6 He built fortified cities in Judah, 
for the land had rest. He had no war in 
those years, for the LORD gave him 
peace. ?And he said to Judah, "Let us 
build these cities, and surround them 
with walls and towers, gates and bars; 
the land is still ours, because we have 
sought the LORD our God; we have 
sought him, and he has given us peace 
on every side." So they built and pros
pered. BAnd Asa had an army of three 
hundred thousand from Judah, armed 
with bucklers and spears, and two hun
dred and eighty thousand men from 
Benjamin, that carried shields and drew 
bows; all these were mighty men of 
valor. 

9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out 
against them with an army of a million 
men and three hundred chariots, and 
came as far as Mare'shah. JOAnd Asa 
went out to meet him, and they drew up 
their lines of battle in the valley of 
Zeph'athah at Mare'shah. llAnd Asa 
cried to the LORD his God, "0 LORD, 
there is none like thee to help, between 
the mighty and the weak. Help us, 0 
LORD our God, for we rely on thee, and 
in thy name we have come against this 
multitude. 0 LORD, thou art our God; 
let not man prevail against thee." 12 So 
the LORD defeated the Ethiopians be
fore Asa and before Judah, and the 
Ethiopians fled. DAsa and the people 
that were with him pursued them as far 
as Gerar, and the Ethiopians fell until 
none remained alive; for they were 
broken before the LORD and his army. 
The men of Judah0 carried away very 
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much booty. 14And they smote all the the God of Israel, should be put to 
cities round about Gerar, for the fear of death, whether young or old, man or 
the LORD was upon them. They woman. 14 They took oath to the LORD 
plundered all the cities, for there was with a loud voice, and with shouting, 
much plunder in them. 15And they and with trumpets, and with horns. 
smote the tents of those who had cattle,'' 15And all Judah rejoiced over the oath; 
and carried away sheep in abundance for they had sworn with all their heart, 
and camels. Then they returned to and had sought him with their whole 
Jerusalem. desire, and he was found by them, and 

1. 5 The Spirit of God came upon the LORD gave them rest round about. 
Azari'ah the son of Oded, 2 and 16 Even Ma'acah, his mother, King 

he went out to meet Asa, and said to Asa removed from being queen mother 
him, "Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and because she had made an abominable 
Benjamin: The LORD is with you, while image for Ashe'rah. Asa cut down her 
you are with him. If you seek him, he image, crushed it, and burned it at the 
will be found by you, but if you forsake brook Kidron. 17 But the high places 
him, he will forsake you. 3 For a long were not taken out of Israel. Neverthe
time Israel was without the true God, less the heart of Asa was blameless all 
and without a teaching priest, and with- his days. 18And he brought into the 
out law; 4 but when in their distress house of God the votive gifts of his 
they turned to the LORD, the God of Is- father and his own votive gifts, silver, 
rael, and sought him, he was found by and gold, and vessels. 19And there was 
them. 5 In those times there was no no more war until the thirty-fifth year 
peace to him who went out or to him of the reign of Asa. 
who came in, for great disturbances 16 In the thirty-sixth year of the 
afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. reign of Asa, Ba'asha king of 
6 They were broken in pieces, nation Israel went up against Judah, and built 
against nation and city against city, for Ramah, that he might permit no one to 
God troubled them with every sort of go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 
distress. 7 But you, take courage! Do 2 Then Asa took silver and gold from 
not let your hands be weak, for your the treasures of the house of the LORD 
work shall be rewarded." and the king's house, and sent them to 

8 When Asa heard these words, the Ben-ha' dad king of Syria, who dwelt in 
prophecy of Azari'ah the son of Oded,'' Damascus, saying, -1 "Let there be a 
he took courage, and put away the league between me and you, as between 
abominable idols from all the land of my father and your father; behold, I am 
Judah and Benjamin and from the cities sending to you silver and gold; go, 
which he had taken in the hill country of break your league with Ba'asha king of 
E'phraim, and he repaired the altar of Israel, chat he may \vithdraw from me." 
the LORD that was in front of the vesti- 4And Ben-ha' dad hearkened to King 
bule of the house of the LORD." 9And Asa, and sent the commanders of his 
he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, armies against the cities of Israel, and 
and those from E'phraim, Manas'seh, they conquered I'jon, Dan, A'bel-ma'
and Simeon who were sojourning with im, and all the store-cities of Naph 'tali. 
them, for great numbers had deserted SAnd when Ba'asha heard of it, he 
to him from Israel when they saw that stopped building Ramah, and let his 
the LORD his God was with him. work cease. 6 Then King Asa took all 
10 They were gathered at Jerusalem in Judah, and they carried away the stones 
the third month of the fifteenth year of of Ramah and its timber, with which 
the reign of Asa. 11 They sacrificed to Ba'asha had been building, and with 
the LORD on that day, from the spoil them he built Geba and Mizpah. 
which they had brought, seven hundred 7 At that time Hana'ni the seer came 
oxen and seven thousand sheep. 12And to Asa king of Judah, and said to him, 
they entered into a covenant to seek the "Because you relied on the king of 
LORD, the God of their fathers, with all Syria, anJ did not rely on the LORD 
their heart and with all their soul; I.I and your God, the army of the king of Syria 
that whoever would not seek the LORD, has escaped you. 8 Were not the 
b Heb obscure "Compare Syr Vg: Heb the prophecy, OcL.·d the proph<'t ti Heb rht' t•.·mbul.· tJj lh<· LORD 
15.18-18.8: I Kings 15.13-22. 
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Ethiopians and the Libyans a huge Jehon'athan, Adoni'jah, Tobi'jah, and 
army with exceedingly many chariots Tobadoni'jah; and with these Levites, 
:ind horsemen? Yet because you relied the priests Elish'ama and Jeho'ram. 
on the LORD, he gave them into your 'JAnd they taught in Judah, having the 
hand. Y For the eyes of the LORD run to book of the law of the LORD with them; 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to they went about through all the cities of 
show his might in behalf of those whose Judah and taught among the people. 
heart is blameless toward him. You 10 And the fear of the LORD fell upon 
have done foolishly in this; for from all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
now on you will have wars." 10 Then round about Judah, and they made no 
Asa was angry with the seer, and put war against Jehosh'aphat. II Some of 
him in the stocks, in prison, for he was the Philistines brought Jehosh'aphat 
in a rage with him because of this. And presents, and silver for tribute; and the 
Asa inflicted cruelties upon some of the Arabs also brought him seven thousand 
people at the same time. seven hundred rams and seven thousand 

11 The acts of Asa, from first to last, seven hundred he-goats. 12And Je
are written in the Book of the Kings of hosh'aphat grew steadily greater. He 
Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth built in Judah fortresses and store
ycar of his reign Asa was diseased in his cities, 13 and he had great stores in the 
feet, and his disease became severe; yet cities of Judah. He had soldiers, mighty 
even in his disease he did not seek the men of valor, in Jerusalem. 14 This was 
LORD, but sought help from physicians. the muster of them by fathers' houses: 
llAnd Asa slept with his fathers, dying Of Judah, the commanders of thou
in the forty-first year of his reign. sands: Adnah the commander, with 
14 They buried him in the tomb which three hundred thousand mighty men of 
lie had hewn out for himself in the city valor, 15 and next to him Jehoha'nan the 
of David. They laid him on a bier which commander, with two hundred and 
had been filled with various kinds of eighty thousand, 16 and next to him 
spices prepared by the perfumer's art; Arnasi'ah the son of Zichri, a volunteer 
and they made a very great fire in his for the service of the LoRD, with two 
honor. hundred thousand mighty men of 

17 Jehosh'aphat his son reigned valor. 17 Of Benjamin: Eli'ada, a mighty 
in his stead, and strengthened man of valor, with two hundred thou

himself against Israel. 2 He placed sand men armed with bow and shield, 
forces in all the fortified cities of Judah, 18 and next to him Jeho'zabad with a 
and set garrisons in the land of Judah, hundred and eighty thousand armed for 
and in the cities of E'phraim which Asa war. 19 These were in the service of the 
his father had taken. 3 The LORD was king, besides those whom the king had 
with Jehosh'aphat, because he walked placed in the fortified cities throughout 
in the earlier ways of his father;' he did all Judah. 
not seek the Ba'als, 4 but sought the 18 Now Jehosh'aphat had great 
God of his father and walked in his riches and honor; and he mark a 
commandments, and not according to marriage alliance with Ahab. 2After 
the ways of Israel. s Therefore the LORD some years he went down to Ahab in 
established the kingdom in his hand; Samar'ia. And Ahab killed an abun
and all Judah brought tribute to Je- dance of sheep and oxen for him and for 
hosh'aphat; and he had great riches and the people who were with him, and in
honor. 6 His heart was courageous in the duced him to go up against Ramoth
ways of the LORD; and furthermore he gilead. 3Ahab king of Israel said to 
took the high places and the Ashe'rim Jehosh'aphat king of Judah, "Will you 
out of Judah. go with me to Ramoth-gilead?" He 

7 In the third year of his reign he sent answered him, "I am as you are, my 
his princes, Ben-hail, Obadi'ah, Zech- people as your people. We will be with 
ari'ah, Nethan'el, and Micai'ah, to you in the war." 
teach in the cities of Judah; 8 and with 4 And Jehosh'aphat said to the king 
them the Levites, Shemai'ah, Nethani'- of Israel, "Inquire first for the word of 
ah, Zebadi'ah, As'ahel, Shernir'amoth, the LORD." s Then the king of Israel 
' Another reading is his father David 
16.12-14: I Kings 15.23-24. 17.1: I Kings 15.24. 18.1-34: I Ki.ogs 22.1-35. 
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gathered the prophets together, four and all the host of heaven standing on 
hundred mc:n, and said to them, "Shall his right hand and on his left; i'' and the 
we go to hattlc against Ramoth-gilcad, LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab the 
or shall I forbear?" And they said, "Go king of Israel, that he may go up and 
up; for God will give it into the hand of fall at Ramoth-gilead?' And one said on, 
the king." "But Jehosh'aphat said, "ls thing, and another said another. 20 Then 
there not here another prophet of the a spirit came forward and stood before 
LORLJ of whom we may inquire?" 7And the LORD, saying, 'I will entice him.· 
the king or Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, And the LORD said to him, 'By what 
"There is yet one man by whom we may means?' 21And he said, 'I will go forth. 
inquire of the LORD, Micai'ah the son and will be a lying spirit in the mouth ol 
of lmlah; but I hate him, for he never all his prophets.' And he said, 'You <m 
prophesies good concerning me, but to entice him, and you shall succeed 
always evil." And Jehosh'aphat said, go forth and do so.' 22 Now therefor,· 
"Let not the king say so." H Then the behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit 
king or Israel summoned an officer and in the mouth of these your prophet'. 
said, "Bring quickly Micai'ah the son of the LORD has spoken evil concerning 
Imlah.'' <J Now the king of Israel and you.'' 
Jehosh'aphat the king of Judah were 23 Then Zedcki"ah the son of Chena -
sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their anah came near and struck Micai'ah on 
robes; and they were sitting at the the cheek, and said, "Which way did the 
threshing floor at the entrance of the Spirit of the LORD go from me to speak 
gate of Samar'ia; and all the prophets to you?" 24And Micai'ah said, "Behold. 
were prophesying before them. lOAnd you shall see on that day when you gn 
Zedeki'ah the son of Chena'anah made into an inner chamber to hide \'Ourself" 
for himself horns of iron, and said, "And the king of Israel said, "Seiz,· 
"Thus says the LORD, 'With these you Micai'ah, and cake him back to Anwn 
shall push the Syrians until they arc the governor of the city and to Jo a·.h 
destroyed.' " 1 lAnd all the prophets the king's son· 26 and say 'Thus sa\·, 
prophesied so, and said, "Go up to the king, Put this fellow i~ prison, arid 
Ramoth-gilead and triumph; the LORD feed him with scant fare of bread and 
will give it into the hand of the king." water, until I return in peace.'" 2-And 

12 And the messenger who went to Micai'ah said, "If you return in peaL·c. 
summon Micai'ah said co him, "Behold, the LORD has not spoken by me." A1hl 
the words of the prophets with one he said, "Hear, all you peoples!" 
accord are favorable to the king; let your 28 So the king of Israel and J ehosh 
word be like the word of one of them, aphat the king of Judah went up t•> 
and speak favorably." I.I But Micai'ah Ramoth-gilead. 24And the king of 
said, "As the LORD lives, what my God Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, "I will di' 
says, that I will speak." 14And when he guise myself and go into battle, but \'<lll 
had come co the king, the king said to wear your robes." And the king ,,1 
him, "Micai'ah, shall we go to Ramoth- Israel disguised himself; and they went 
gilead to battle, or shall I forbear?" into battle .. io Now the king of Syria h;1d 
And he answered, "Go up and triumph; commanded the captains of his char
they will be given into your hand." iots, "Fight with neither small mu 
15 But the king said to him, "How many great, but only with the king of Israel." 
times shall I adjure you chat you speak .\!And when the captains of the chari<>t> 
to me nothing but the truth in the name saw Jehosh'aphat, they said, "It is rh,· 
of the LORD?" 16And he said, "I saw all king of Israel." So they turned to fight 
Israel scattered upon the mountains, as against him; and Jehosh'aphat cri~d 
sheep chat have no shepherd; and the out, and the LORD helped him. G,,.1 
LORD said, 'These have no master; let drew them away from him, .\c for wh«n 
each return to his home in peace.' " the captains of the chariots saw that it 
17And the king of Israel said to Je- was not the king of Israel, they turn<"d · 
hosh'aphat, "Did I not tell you that he back from pursuing him .. 1.1 But a certain 
would not prophesy good concerning man drew his bow at a venture. and 
me, but evil?" 18And Micai'ah said, struck the king of Israel between th,· 
"Therefore hear the word of the LORD: scale armor and the breastplate; th<"r,· 
I saw the LORD sining on his throne, fore he said to the driver of his charin1, 
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After this the Moabites and "Turn about, and carry me out of the 20 

battle, for I am wounded." 34And the 
battle grew hot that day, and the king 

Anunonites, and with them some 
of the Me-u'nites/ came against Je
hosh'aphat for battle. 2 Some men came 
and told Jehosh'aphat, "A great multi
tude is coming against you from Edom,9 
from beyond the sea; and, behold, they 
are in Haz'azon-ta'mar" (that is, En
ge'di). 3 Then Jehosh'aphat feared, and 
set himself to seek the LORD, and pro
claimed a fast throughout all Judah. 
4And Judah assembled to seek help from 
the LORD; from all the cities of Judah 
they came to seek the LORD. 

of Israel propped himself up in his 
chariot facing the Syrians until evening; 
then at sunset he died. 

19 Jehosh'aphat the king of Judah 
returned in safety to his house in 

Jerusalem. 2 But Jehu the son ofHana'
ni the seer went out to meet him, and 
said to King Jehosh'aphat, "Should you 
help the wicked and love those who hate 
the LORD? Because of this, wrath has 
gone out against you from the LORD. 
.\ Nevertheless some good is found in 
you, for you destroyed the Ashe'rahs 
out of the land, and have set your heart 
to seek God." 

4 Jehosh'aphat dwelt at Jerusalem; 
and he went out again among the peo
ple, from Beer-sheba to the hill country 
of E'phraim, and brought them back to 
the LORD, the God of their fathers. 5 He 
appointed judges in the land in all the 
fortified cities of Judah, city by city, 
<i and said to the judges, "Consider 
what you do, for you judge not for man 
but for the LORD; he is with you in 
giving judgment. 7 Now then, let the 
fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed 
what you do, for there is no perversion 
of justice with the LORD our God, or 
partiality, or taking bribes." 

8 Moreover in Jerusalem Jehosh'
aphat appointed certain Levites and 
priesb and heads of families of Israel, 
to give judgment for the LORD and to 
decide disputed cases. They had their 
seat at Jerusalem. 9And he charged 
them: "Thus you shall do in the fear of 
the LoRn, in faithfulness, and with your 
whole heart: 10 whenever a case comes 
to you from your brethren who live in 
their cities, concerning bloodshed, law 
or commandment, statutes or ordi
nances, then you shall instruct them, 
thar they may not incur guilt before the 
LORD and wrath may not come upon 
you and your brethren. Thus you shall 
do, and you will not incur guilt. 11And 
behold, Amari'ah the chief priest is 
over you in all matters of the LORD; and 
Zebadi'ah the son of Ish'mael, the 
governor of the house of Judah, in all 
the king's matters; and the Levites will 
serve you as officers. Deal courageously, 
and may the LORD be with the upright!" 

5 And Jehosh'aphat stood in the as
sembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the 
house of the LORD, before the new 
court, 6 and said, "O LORD, God of our 
fathers, art thou not God in heaven? 
Dost thou not rule over all the king
doms of the nations? In thy hand are 
power and might, so that none is able to 
withstand thee. 7 Didst thou not, 0 our 
God, drive out the inhabitants of this 
land before thy people Israel, and give 
it for ever to the descendants of Abra
ham thy friend? BAnd they have dwelt in 
ir, and have built thee in it a sanctuary 
for thy name, saying, 9 'If evil comes 
upon us, the sword, judgment/' or 
pestilence, or famine, we will stand be
fore this house, and before thee, for thy 
name is in this house, and cry to thee in 
our affliction, and thou wilt hear and 
save.' 111And now behold, the men of 
Anunon and Moab and Mount Se'ir, 
whom thou wouldest not let Israel in
vade when they came from the land of 
Egypt, and whom they avoided and did 
not destroy- 11 behold, they reward us 
by coming to drive us out of thy pos
session, which thou hast given us to 
inherit. 12 0 our God, wilt thou not 
execute judgment upon them? For we 
are powerless against this great multi
tude that is coming against us. We do 
not know what to do, but our eyes are 
upon thee." 

13 Meanwhile all the men of Judah 
stood before the LORD, with their little 
ones, their wives, and their children. 
14And the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
Jahazi'el the son of Zechari'ah, son of 
Benai'ah, son of Je-i'el, son of Mattani'
ah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the 
midst of the assembly. 15And he said, 
"Hearken, all Judah and inhabitants of 

fComp:.irc 2b.7: U1.:b Ammotutt'~ ff One Ms: Heb Arllm (Syria) II Or the sword of judgmem 
20.7: J» 2.23. 
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Jerusalem, and King Jehosh'aphat: 
Thus says the LORD to you, 'Fear not, 
and be not dismayed at this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours but 
God's. I<> Tomorrow go down against 
them; behold, they will come up by the 
ascent of Ziz; you will find them at the 
end of the valley, east of the wilderness 
of Jcru'cl. 17 You will not need to fight 
in this battle; take your position, stand 
still, and see the victory of the LORD on 
your behalf, 0 Judah and Jerusalem.' 
Fear not, and be not dismayed; to
morrow go out against them, and rhe 
LORD will be with you." 

18 Then Jehosh'aphat bowed his 
head with his face to the ground, and 
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru
salem fell down before the LORD, wor
shiping the LORD. I9And the Levires, 
of the Ko'harhites and the Ko'rahites, 
stood up to praise the LORD, the God 
of Israel, with a very loud voice. 

20 And they rose early in the morn
ing and went out into the wilderness of 
Teko'a; and as they went out, Jehosh'
aphat stood and said, "Hear me, Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe 
in the LORD your God, and you will be 
established; believe his prophets, and 
you will succeed." 21And when he had 
taken counsel with the people, he ap
pointed those who were to sing to the 
LORD and praise him in holy array, as 
they went before the army, and say, 

"Give thanks to the LORD, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever." 
22And when they began to sing and 
praise, the LORD set an ambush against 
the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Se'ir, who had come against Judah, so 
that they were routed. 23 For the men of 
Ammon and Moab rose against the in
habitants of Mount Se'ir, destroying 
them utterly, and when they had made 
an end of the inhabitants of Se'ir, they 
all helped to destroy one another. 

24 When Judah came to the watch
tower of the wilderness, they looked 
toward the multitude; and behold, they 
were dead bodies lying on the ground; 
none had escaped. 25 When Jehosh'
aphat and his people came to take the 
spoil from them, they found cattle; in 
great numbers, goods, clothing, and 
precious things, which they took for 

themselves until they could carry no 
more. They were three days in taking 
the spoil, it was so much. 26 On the 
fourth day they assembled in the Valley 
of Bera'cah,J for there they blessed the 
LORD; therefore the name of that place 
has been called the Valley of Bera'cah 
to this day. 27 Then they returned, every 
man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Je
hosh'aphat at their head, returning to 
Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had 
made them rejoice over their enemie>. 
2x They came to Jerusalem, with harp; 
and lyres and trumpets, to the house of 
the LORD. 29And the fear of God came 
on all the kingdoms of the countries 
when they heard that the LORD had 
fought against the enemies of Israel. 
30 So the realm of Jehosh'aphat wa' 
quiet, for his God gave him rest round 
about. 

31 Thus Jehosh'aphat reigned over 
Judah. He was thirty-five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
twenty-five years in Jerusalem. Hi' 
mother's name was Azu'bah the daugh
ter of Shilhi. 32 He walked in the wav ot 
Asa his father and did not turn aside 
from it; he did what was right in the 
sight of the LORD. 33 The high places. 
however, were not taken away; the 
people had not yet set their hearts upon 
the God of rheir fathers. 

34 Now the rest of the acts of Jc
hosh'aphat, from first to last, are written 
in the chronicles of Jehu the son of 
Hana'ni, which are recorded in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel. 

35 After this J ehosh · aphat king of 
Judah joined with Ahazi'ah king of 
Israel, who did wickedly. 36 He joined 
him in building ships to go to Tarshish. 
and they built the ships in E'zion
ge'ber. 37 Then Elie'zer the son ol 
Dodav'ahu of Mare'shah prophesied 
against Jehosh'aphat, saying, "Because 
you have joined with Ahazi'ah, the 
LORD will destroy what you ha\'e 
made." And the ships were wrecked and 
were not able to go to Tarshish. 

21 Jehosh'aphat slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with 

his fathers in the city of David; and 
Jeho'ram his son reigned in his stead 
2 He had brothers, the sons of Jehosh -
aphat: Azari'ah, Jehi'el, Zechari'ah. 
Azari'ah, Michael, and Shephati'ah; 

1 Gk: Heb a11w11t:: thLw1 J Th.it is Bli!HrnK 
20.31-33: I Kings 22.41-43. 20.35-37: I Kings 22.48-49. 21.1: I Kings 22.50. 
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all these were the sons of Jehosh'aphat 16 And the LORD stirred up against 
king of Judah. 3 Their father gave them Jeho'ram the anger of the Philistines 
great gifts, of silver, gold, and valuable and of the Arabs who are near the 
possessions, together with fortified Ethiopians; 17 and they came up against 
cities in Judah; but he gave the king- Judah, and invaded it, and carried away 
dom to Jeho'ram, because he was the all the possessions they found that be
first-born. 4 When Jeho'ram had as- longed to the king's house, and also his 
ccnded the throne of his father and was sons and his wives, so that no son was 
established, he slew all his brothers with left to him except Jeho'ahaz, his 
the sword, and also some of the princes youngest son. 
of Israel. s Jeho'ram was thirty-two 18 And after all this the LORD smote 
years old when he became king, and he him in his bowels with an incurable 
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6And disease. 19 In course of time, at the end 
he walked in the way of the kings of of two years, his bowels came out be
I srael, as the house of Ahab had done; cause of the disease, and he died in 
for the daughter of Ahab was his wife. great agony. His people made no fire in 
And he did what was evil in the sight of his honor, like the fires made for his 
the LoRD. 7 Yet the LORD would not fathers. 20 He was thircy-two years old 
destroy the house of David, because of when he began to reign, and he reigned 
the covenant which he had made with eight years in Jerusalem; and he de
David, and since he had promised to paned with no one's regret. They 
give a lamp to him and to his sons for buried him in the city of David, but not 
ever. in the tombs of the kings. 

8 In his days Edom revolted from the 22 And the inhabitants of Jeru
rule of Judah, and set up a king of their salem made Ahazi'ah his young
own. 9 Then Jeho'ram passed over with est son king in his stead; for the band of 
his commanders and all his chariots, and men that came with the Arabs to the 
he rose by night and smote the E'- camp had slain all the older sons. So 
domites who had surrounded him and Ahazi'ah the son of Jeho'ram king of 
his chariot commanders. 10 So Edom Judah reigned. 2Ahazi'ah was forcy-two 
revolted from the rule of Judah to this years old when he began to reign, and 
day. At that time Libnah also revolted he reigntd one year in Jerusalem. His 
from his rule, because he had forsaken mother's name was Athali'ah, the 
the LORD, the God of his fathers. granddaughter of Omri. 3 He also 

11 Moreover he made high places in walked in the ways of the house of 
the hill country of Judah, and led the Ahab, for his mother was his counselor 
inhabitants of Jerusalem into unfaith- in doing wickedly. 4 He did what was 
fulness, and made Judah go astray. evil in the sight of the LORD, as the 
12And a letter came to him from Eli'jah house of Ahab had done; for after the 
the prophet, saying, "Thus says the death of his father they were his 
LORD, the God of David your father, counselors, to his undoing. 5 He even 
'Because you have not walked in the followed their counsel, and went with 
ways of Jehosh'aphat your father, or in Jeho'ram the son of Ahab king of Israel 
the ways of Asa king of Judah, 13 but to make war against Haz'ael king of 
have walked in the way of the kings of Syria at Ramoth-gilead. And the 
Israel, anri have led Judah and the in- Syrians wounded Joram, 6 and he re
habitants of Jerusalem into unfaithful- turned to be healed in Jezreel of the 
ness, as the house of Ahab led Israel wounds which he had received at 
into unfaithfulness, and also you have Ramah, when he fought against Haz'ael 
killed your brothers, of your father's king of Syria. And Ahazi'ah the son of 
house, who were better than yourself; Jeho'ram king of Judah went down to 
14 behold, the LORD will bring a great see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, 
plague on your people, your children, because he was sick. 
your wives, and all your possessions, 7 But it was ordained by God that the 
15 and you yourself will have a severe downfall of Ahazi'ah should come about 
sickness with a disease of your bowels, through his going to visit Joram. For 
until your bowels come out because of when he came there he went out with 
the disease, day by day.'" Jeho'ram to meet Jehu the son of Nim-
21.s-10: 2 Kings B.17-22. 21.20: 2 Kings B.17, 24. 22.1-6: 2 Kings B.24-29. 22.7-9: 2 Kings 9.l-I0.36. 



2 CHRONICLES 22 396 Joash made king 
shi, whom the LORD had anointed to 
destroy the house of Ahab. 8And when 
Jehu was executing judgment upon the 
house of Ahab, he met the princes of 
Judah and the sons of Ahazi'ah's 
brothers, who attended Ahazi'ah, and 
he killed them. 9 He searched for 
Ahazi'ah, and he was captured while 
hiding in Samar'ia, and he was brought 
to Jehu and put to death. They buried 
him, for they said, "He is the grandson 
of Jehosh'aphat, who sought the LORD 
with all his heart." And the house of 
Ahazi'ah had no one able to rule the 
kingdom. 

10 Now when Athali'ah the mother of 
Ahazi'ah saw that her son was dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal family 
of the house of Judah. 11 But Jeho
shab'e-ath, the daughter of the king, 
took Jo'ash the son of Ahazi'ah, and 
stole him away from among the king's 
sons who were about to be slain, and she 
put him and his nurse in a bedchamber. 
Thus Jeho-shab'e-ath, the daughter of 
King Jeho'ram and wife of Jehoi'ada 
the priest, because she was a sister of 
Ahazi'ah, hid him from Athali'ah, so 
that she did not slay him; 12 and he re
mained with them six years, hid in the 
house of God, while Athali'ah reigned 
over the land. 

23 But in the seventh year Jehoi'
ada took courage, and entered 

into a compact with the commanders of 
hundreds, Azari'ah the son of Jero'ham, 
Ish'mael the son of Jehoha'nan, Azari'
ah the son of Obed, Ma-asei'ah the son 
of Adai'ah, and Elisha'phat the son of 
Zichri. 2And they went about through 
Judah and gathered the Levites from all 
the cities of Judah, and the heads of 
fathers' houses of Israel, and they came 
to Jerusalem. 3And all the assembly 
made a covenant with the king in the 
house of God. And Jehoi'ada' said to 
them, "Behold, the king's son! Let him 
reign, as the LORD spoke concerning 
the sons of David. 4 This is the thing 
that you shall do: of you priests and 
Levites who come off duty on the sab
bath, one third shall be gatekeepers, 
; and one third shall be at the king's 
house and one third at the Gate of the 
Foundation; and all the people shall be 
in the courts of the house of the LORD. 
6 Let no one enter the house of the 
1 Heb ht: 
22.10-23.21: 2 Kings 11.1-20. 

LORD except the priests and ministering 
Levites; they may enter, for they are 
holy, but all the people shall keep the 
charge of the LORD. 7 The Levites shall 
surround the king, each with his 
weapons in his hand; and whoever 
enters the house shall be slain. Be with 
the king when he comes in, and when he 
goes out." 

8 The Levites and all Judah did ac
cording to all that Jehoi'ada the priest 
commanded. They each brought his 
men, who were to go off duty on the 
sabbath, with those who were to come 
on duty on the sabbath; for Jehoi'ada 
the priest did not dismiss the di visions. 
9And Jehoi'ada the priest delivered to 
the captains the spears and the large 
and small shields that had been King 
David's, which were in the house of 
God; 10 and he set all the people as a 
guard for the king, every man with his 
weapon in his hand, from the south side 
of the house to the north ~ide of the 
house, around the altar and the house. 
11 Then he brought our the king's son. 
and put the crown upon him, and gave 
him the testimony; and they proclaimed 
him king, and Jehoi'ada and his sons 
anointed him, and they said, ''Long 
live the king." 

12 When Arhali'ah heard the noise 
of the people running and prai~ing the 
king, she went into the house of the 
LORD to the people; L' and when she 
looked, there was the king standing by 
his pillar at the entrance, and the cap
tains and the trumpeters beside the 
king, and all the people of the land re
joicing and blowing trumpets, and the 
singers with their musical instruments 
leading in the celebration. And Arhali·
ah rent her clothes, and cried, "Trea
son! Treason!" I~ Then Jehoi ada the 
priest brought out the captains who 
were set over the army, saying to them, 
"Bring her out between the ranks; any 
one who follows her is to be slain with 
the sword." For the priest said, "Do nor 
slay her in the house of the LORD.·· 
15 So they laid hands on her; and she 
went into the entrance of the horse gate 
of the king's ·house, and they slew her 
there. 

16 And Jehoi'ada made a covenant 
between himself and all the people and 
the king that they should be the LoRD's 



Repairing the house of God 397 2 CHRONICLES 24 
people. 17 Then all the people went to mation was made throughout Judah and 
the house of Ba'al, and tore It down; his Jerusalem, to bring in for the LORD the 
altars and his images they broke in tax that Moses the servant of God laid 
pieces, and they slew Mattan the priest upon Israel in the wilderness. IOAnd all 
of Ba'al before the altars. 18And Jehoi' - the princes and all the people rejoiced 
ada posted watchmen for the house of and brought their tax and dropped it 
the LORD under the direction of the into the chest until they had finished. 
Lcvitical priests and the Levites whom 11And whenever the chest was brought 
David had organized to be in charge of to the king's officers by the Levites, 
the house of the LORD, to offer burnt when they saw that there was much 
offerings to the LORD, as it is written in money in it, the king's secretary and the 
the law of Moses, with rejoicing and officer of the chief priest would come 
with singing, according to the order of and empty the chest and take it and re
David. 19 He stationed the gatekeepers turn it to its place. Thus they did day 
at the gates of the house of the LORD after day, and collected money in 
so that no one should enter who was in abundance. 12And the king and Jehoi'
any way unclean. 20And he took the cap- ada gave it to those who had charge of 
rains, the nobles, the governors of the the work of the house of the LORD, and 
people, and all the people of the land; they hired masons and carpenters to 
and they brought the king down from restore the house of the LORD, and also 
the house of the LORD, marching workers in iron and bronze to repair the 
through the upper gate to the king's house of the LORD. 13 So those who 
house. And they set the king upon the were engaged in the work labored, and 
royal throne. 21 So all the people of the the repairing went forward in their 
land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, hands, and they restored the house of 
after Athali'ah had been slain with the God to its proper condition and 
sword. strengthened it. 14And when they had 

24 Jo'ash was seven years old when finished, they brought the rest of the 
he began to reign, and he reigned money before the king and Jehoi'ada, 

forty years in Jerusalem; his mother's and with it were made utensils for the 
name was Zib'iah of Beer-sheba. 2And house of the LORD, both for the service 
Jo'ash did what was right in the eyes of and for the burnt offerings, and dishes 
the LORD all the days of Jehoi'ada the for incense, and vessels of gold and 
priest. 3 Jehoi'ada got for him two silver. And they offered burnt offerings 
wives, and he had sons and daughters. in the house of the LORD continually all 

4 After this Jo'ash decided to restore the days of Jehoi'ada. 
the house of the LORD. SAnd he gath- 15 But Jehoi'ada grew old and full of 
erect the priests and the Levites, and days, and died; he was a hundred and 
said to them, "Go out to the cities of thirty years old at his death. 16And they 
Judah, and gather from all Israel money buried him in the city of David among 
to repair the house of your God from the kings, because he had done good in 
year tu year; and see that you hasten the Israel, and toward God and his house. 
matter." But the Levites did not hasten 17 Now after the death of Jehoi'ada 
it. 6 So the king summoned Jehoi'ada the princes of Judah came and did 
the chief, and said to him, "Why have obeisance to the king; then the king 
you not required the Levites to bring in hearkened to them. 18And they forsook 
from Judah and Jerusalem the tax levied the house of the LoRD, the God of their 
by Moses, the servant of the LORD, on 111 fathers, and served the Ashe'rim and 
the congregation of Israel for the tent of the idols. And wrath came upon Judah 
testimony?" 7 For the sons of Athali'ah, and Jerusalem for this their guilt. 19 Yet 
that wicked woman, had broken into the he sent prophets among them to bring 
house of God; and had also used all the them back to the LORD; these testified 
dedicated things of the house of the against them, but they would not give 
LORD for the Ba'als. heed. 

8 So the king commanded, and they 20 Then the Spirit of God took pos-
made a chest, and set it outside the gate session of" Zechari'ah the sun of 
of the house of the LORD. 9And procla- Jehoi'ada the priest; and he stood above 
111 Compare Vg: Heb and 11 Heb c/01hed melf with 
24.1-14: 2 Kings 11.21-12.14. 



2 CHRONICLES 24 398 Judgment on Joash 
the people, and said to them, "Thus commanded, "The fathers shall not be 
says God, 'Why do you transgress the put to death for the children, or the 
commandments of the LORD, so that children be put to death for the fathers; 
you cannot prosper? Because you have but every man shall die for his own 
forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken sin." 
you.' " 21 But they conspired against 5 Then Arnazi'ah assembled the men 
him, and by command of the king they of Judah, and set them by fathers' 
stoned him with stones in the court of houses under commanders of thousands 
the house of the LORD. 22 Thus Jo'ash and of hundreds for all Judah and 
the king did not remember the kindness Benjamin. He mustered those twenty 
which Jehoi'ada, Zechari'ah's father, years old and upward, and found that 
had shown him, but killed his son. And they were three hundred thousand 
when he was dying, he said, "May the picked men, fit for war, able to handle 
LORD sec and avenge!" spear and shield. 6 He hired also a hun-

23 At the end of the year the army dred thousand mighty men of valor 
of the Syrians came up against Jo'ash. from Israel for a hundred talents of 
They came to Judah and Jerusalem, silver. 7 But a man of God came to him 
and destroyed all the princes of the and said, "O king, do not let the army of 
people from among the people, and Israel go with you, for the LORD is not 
sent all their spoil to the king of with Israel, with all these E'phraimites. 
Damascus. 24 Though the army of the 8 But if you suppose that in this way you 
Syrians had come with few men, the will be strong for war,q God will cast 
LORD delivered into their hand a very you down before the enemy; for God 
great army, because they had forsaken has power to help or to cast down." 
the LORD, the God of their fathers. 9And Arnazi'ah said to ~he man of God, 
Thus they executed judgment on Jo'- "But what shall we do about the hun
ash. dred talents which I have given to the 

25 When they had departed from army of Israel?" The man of God an
him, leaving him severely wounded, his swered, "The LORD is able to give you 
servants conspired against him because much more than this." IO Then Amazi'
of the blood of the son" of Jehoi'ada the ah discharged the army that had come 
priest, and slew him on his bed. So he to him from E'phraim, to go home 
died; and they buried him in the city of again. And they became very angry with 
David, but they did not bury him in the Judah, and returned home in fierce 
tombs of the kings. 26 Those who con- anger. 11 But Arnazi'ah took courage, 
spired against him were Zabad the son and led out his people, and went to the 
of Shim'e-ath the Ammonitess, and Valley of Salt and smote ten thousand 
Jeho'zabad the son of Shimrith the men of Se'ir. 12 The men of Judah cap
Moabitess. 27Accounts of his sons, and tured another ten thousand alive, and 
of the many oracles against him, and of took them to che top of a rock and threw 
the rebuilding" of the house of God are them down from the top of the rock; 
written in the Commentary on the and they were all dashed to pieces. 
Book of the Kings. And Amazi'ah his u But the men of the army whom 
son reigned in his stead. Arnazi'ah sent back, not letting them go 

25 Arnazi'ah was twenty-five years with him to battle, fell upon the cities of 
old when he began to reign, and Judah, from Samar'ia to Beth-horon, 

he reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru- and killed three thousand people in 
salem. His mother's name was Jeho- them, and took much spoil. 
ad'dan of Jerusalem. 2And he did what 14 After Arnazi'ah came from the 
was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet slaughter of the E'domites, he brought 
not with a blameless heart. 3And as soon the gods of the men of Se'ir, and set 
as the royal power was firmly in his them up as his gods, and worshiped 
hand he killed his servants who had them, making offerings to them. 
slain the king his father. 4 But he did IS Therefore the LORD was angry with 
not put their children to death, ac- Arnazi'ah and sent to him a prophet, 
cording to what is written in the law, in who said to him, "Why have you re
the book of Moses, where the LORD sorted to the gods ofa people, which did 
"Gk Vg: Heb som 11 Heb fo1mdi"g 11 Gk: Heb R111 1f yo11 go, act, be si,-t.,,g for the ball le 
24.23-26: 2 Kings 12.17-18, 20-21. 25.1-4: 2 Kings 14.2-6. 25.11: 2 Kings 14.7. 



Judah defeated by Israel 399 2 CHRONICLES 26 
nor deliver rheir own people from your chish, and slew him there. 2MAnd rhey 
hand?" lo Bur as he was speaking rhe brought him upon horses; and he was 
king said co him, "Have we made you a buried wirh his fathers in rhe ciry of 
royal counselor? Stop! Why should you David. 
be put co dearh?" So the prophet 26 And all the people of Judah rook 
sropped, bur said, "I know char God has Uzzi'ah, who was sixteen years 
determined co destroy you, because you old, and made him king instead of his 
have done chis and have nor listened co father Amazi'ah. 2 He builr Elorh and 
my counsel." res cored ir co Judah, after rhe king slepr 

17 Then Amazi'ah king of Judah rook wirh his fathers. -1 Uzzi'ah was sixteen 
counsel and senr co Jo'ash rhe son of years old when he began co reign, and he 
Jeho'ahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His 
saying, "Come, lee us look one another mother's name was Jecoli'ah of Jeru
in rhe face." 18And Jo'ash rhe king of salem. 4And he did what was right in the 
Israel senr word co Amazi'ah king of eyes of the LORD, according ro all char 
Judah, "A rhisrle on Lebanon sent co a his father Amazi'ah had done. s He sec 
cedar on Lebanon, saying, 'Give your himself co seek God in the days of 
daughter co my son for a wife'; and a Zechari'ah, who instructed him in rhe 
wild beast of Lebanon passed by and fear of God; and as long as he sought 
rr:impled down the thistle. 19 You say, the LORD, God made him prosper. 
'See, I have sminen Edom,' and your 6 He wenr our and made war against 
heart has lifted you up in boastfulness. rhe Philistines, and broke down rhe wall 
Bur now sray ar home; why should you of Gach and the wall of Jabneh and the 
provoke trouble so char you fall, you and wall of Ashdod; and he builr cities in 
Judah wirh you?" the territory of Ashdod and elsewhere 

20 Bur Amazi'ah would nor listen; among the Philistines. 7 God helped 
for ir was of God, in order char he him against the Philistines, and against 
might give chem inro the hand of their the Arabs char dwelt in Gurba'al, and 
enemies, because they had sought the against the Me-u'nires. 8 The Am
gods of Edom. 21 So Jo' ash king of Israel monires paid tribute co Uzzi'ah, and his 
wenr up; and he and Amazi'ah king of fame spread even co the border of 
Judah faced one another in banle ar Egypt, for he became very strong. 
Berh-she'mesh, which belongs co Judah. 9 Moreover Uzzi'ah builr rowers in 
22And Judah was defeated by Israel, and Jerusalem ar the Corner Gare and ar the 
every man fled co his home. 2JAnd Jo'- Valley Gare and ar the Angle, and 
ash king of Israel captured Amazi'ah fortified chem. IOAnd he builr rowers in 
king of Judah, rhe son of Jo'ash, son of the wilderness, and hewed our many cis
Ahazi'ah, ar Berh-she'mesh, and brought terns, for he had large herds, both in the 
him co Jerusalem, and broke down the Shephe'lah and in the plain, and he had 
wall of Jerusalem for four hundred farmers and vinedressers in the hills and 
cubics, from the E'phraim Gare co the in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil. 
Corner Gare. 24And he seized all the II Moreover Uzzi'ah had an army of 
gold and silver, and all the vessels that soldiers, fir for war, in divisions ac
werc found in rhe house of God, and cording co the numbers in the muster 
O'bed-e'dom with chem; he seized also made by Je-i'el the secretary and Ma
the treasuries of the king's house, and asei'ah the officer, under the direction 
ho!.tages, and he returned to Samar'ia. of Hanani'ah, one of the king's com-

25 Amazi'ah the son of Jo'ash king manders. 12 The whole number of the 
of Judah lived fifteen years after the heads of fathers' houses of mighty men 
death of Jo'ash the son of Jeho'ahaz, of valor was rwo thousand six hundred. 
king of Israel. 26 Now the rest of the IJ Under their command was an army of 
deeds of Amazi'ah, from first co lase, three hundred and seven thousand five 
are they not wrinen in the Book of the hundred, who could make war with 
Kings of Judah and Israel? 27 From the mighty power, co help the king against 
time when he turned away from the the enemy. 14And Uzzi'ah prepared for 
LORD they made a conspiracy against all the army shields, spears, helmets, 
him in Jerusalem, and he fl~d co La- coats of mail, bows, and stones for sling
ch1sh. But they sent after him to La- ing. 15 In Jerusalem he made engines, 
25.17-20, 21-24: 2 Kings 14.8-14. 25.25-28: 2 Kings 14.17-20. 28.1-4: 2 Kings 14.21-22; 15.2-3. 
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invented by skilful men, to be on the 
towers and the comers, to shoot arrows 
and great stones. And his fame spread 
far, for he was marvelously helped, till 
he was strong. 

16 But when he was strong he grew 
proud, to his destruction. For he was 
false to the LORD his God, and entered 
the temple of the LORD to burn incense 
on the altar of incense. 17 But Azari'ah 
the priest went in after him, with 
eighty priests of the LORD who were 
men of valor; I 8 and they withstood 
King Uzzi'ah, and said to him, "It is 
not for you, Uzzi'ah, to burn incense to 
the LORD, but for the priests the sons of 
Aaron, who are consecrated to burn 
incense. Go out of the sanctuary; for 
you have done wrong, and it will bring 
you no honor from the LORD God." 
19 Then Uzzi'ah was angry. Now he had 
a censer in his hand to burn incense, and 
when he became angry with the priests 
leprosy broke out on his forehead, in the 
presence of the priests in the house of 
the LORD, by the altar of incense. 20And 
Azari'ah the chief priest, and all the 
priests, looked at him, and behold, he 
was leprous in his forehead ! And they 
thrust him out quickly, and he himself 
hastened to go out, because the LoRD 
had smitten him. 21And King Uzzi'ah 
was a leper to the day of his death, and 
being a leper dwelt in a separate house, 
for he was excluded from the house of 
the LORD. And Jotham his son was over 
the king's household, governing the 
people of the land. 

22 Now the rest of the acts ofUzzi'ah, 
from first to last, Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz wrote. 23And Uzzi'ah slept 
with his fathers, and they buried him 
with his fathers in the burial field which 
belonged to the kings, for they said, 
"He is a leper." And Jotham his son 
reigned in his stead. 

27 Jotham was twenty-five years 
old when he began to reign, and 

he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 
His mother's name was Jeru'shah the 
daughter of Zadok. 2And he did what 
was right in the eyes of the LoRD ac
cording to all that his father Uzzi'ah had 
done-only he did not invade the tem
ple of the LORD. But the people still fol
lowed corrupt practices. 3 He built the 
upper gate of the house of the LORD, 
and did much building on the wall of 
26.20-23: 2 Kings 15.5-7. 27.J-3: 2 Kings 15.33-35. 

Ophel. 4 Moreover he built cities in the 
hill country of Judah, and forts and 
towers on the wooded hills. s He fought 
with the king of the Ammonites and 
prevailed against them. And the Am
monites gave him that year a hundred 
talents of silver, and ten thousand cars 
of wheat and ten thousand of barley. 
The Ammonites paid him the same 
amount in the second and the third 
years. 6 So Jotham became mighty, be
cause he ordered his ways before the 
LoRD his God. 7 Now the rest of the acb 
of Jotham, and all his wars, and his 
ways, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
8 He was twenty-five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem. YAnd Jotham slept 
with his fathers, and they buried him in 
the city of David; and Ahaz his son 
reigned in his stead. 

28 Ahaz was twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned 

sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did 
not do what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD, like his father David, c but 
walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. 
He even made molten images for the 
Ba'als; 3 and he burned incense in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, and burned 
his sons as an offering, according to the 
abominable practices of the nations 
whom the LORD drove out before the 
people of Israel. 4And he sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places, and 
on the hills, and under every green tree. 

5 Therefore the LORD his God gave 
him into the hand of the king of Syria, 
who defeated him and took captive a 
great number of his people and brought 
them to Damascus. He was also given 
into the hand of the king of Israel, who 
defeated him with great slaughter. ° For 
Pekah the son of Remali'ah slew a hun
dred and twenty thousand in Judah in 
one day, all of them men of valor, be
cause they had forsaken the LORD, the 
God of their fathers. 7And Zichri, a 
mighty man of E'phraim, slew Ma
asei'ah the king's son and Azri'kam the 
commander of the palace and Elka"nah 
the next in authority to the king. 

8 The men of Israel took captive two 
hundred thousand of their kinsfolk, 
women, sons, and daughters; they also 
took much spoil from them and brought 
the spoil to Samar'ia. 9 But a prophet of 

27.9: 2 Kings 15.38. 211-1-4: 2 K;ngs 16.2-4. 
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the LORD was there, whose name was him instead of strengthening him. 
Oded; and he went out to meet the army 21 For Ahaz took from the house of the 
that came to Samar'ia, and said to them, LORD and the house of the king and of 
"Behold, because the LORD, the God of the princes, and gave tribute to the king 
your fathers, was angry with Judah, he of Assyria; but it did not help him. 
gave them into your hand, but you have 22 In the time of his distress he be
slain them in a rage which has reached came yet more faithless to the LoRD
up to heaven. IOAnd now you intend this same King Ahaz. 23 For he sacri
to subjugate the people of Judah and ficed to the gods of Damascus which 
Jerusalem, male and female, as your had defeated him, and said, "Because 
slaves. Have you not sins of your own the gods of the kings of Syria helped 
against the LORD your God? 11 Now them, I will sacrifice to them that they 
hear me, and send back the captives may help me." But they were the ruin 
from your kinsfolk whom you have of him, and of all Israel. 24And Ahaz 
taken, for the fierce wrath of the LORD gathered together the vessels of the 
is upon you." 12 Certain chiefs also of house of God and cut in pieces the 
the men of E'phraim, Azari'ah the son vessels of the house of God, and he shut 
of Joha'nan, Berechi'ah the son of up the doors of the house of the LORD; 
Meshil'lemoth, Jehizki'ah the son of and he made himself altars in every 
Shallum, and Ama'sa the son of Had- corner of Jerusalem. 25 In every city of 
lai, stood up against those who were Judah he made high places to bum in
coming from the war, 13 and said to cense to other gods, provoking to anger 
them, "You shall not bring the cap- the LORD, the God of his fathers. 26 Now 
rives in here, for you propose to bring the rest of his acts and all his ways, from 
upon us guilt against the LORD in ad- first to last, behold, they are written in 
dition to our present sins and guilt. the Book of the Kings of Judah and 
For our guilt is already great, and there Israel. 27And Ahaz slept with his fa
is fierce wrath against Israel." 14 So the thers, and they buried him in the city, 
armed men left the captives and the in Jerusalem, for they did not bring him 
spoil before the princes and all the into the tombs of the kings of Israel. 
assembly. IS And the men who have been And Hezeki'ah his son reigned in his 
mentioned by name rose and took the stead. 
captives, and with the spoil they 29 Hezeki'ah began to reign when 
clothed all that were naked among he was twenty-five years old, and 
them; they clothed them, gave them he reigned twenty-nine years in J eru
sandals, provided them with food and salem. His mother's name was Abi'jah 
drink, and anointed them; and carrying the daughter of Zechari'ah. 2And he did 
all the feeble among them on asses, they what was right in the eyes of the LORD, 
brought them to their kinsfolk at according to all that David his father 
Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then had done. 
they returned to Samar'ia. 3 In the first year of his reign, in the 

16 At that time King Ahaz sent to the first month, he opened the doors of the 
king' of Assyria for help. 17 For the house of the LORD, and repaired them. 
E'domites had again invaded and de- 4 He brought in the priests and the 
feated Judah, and carried away cap- Levites, and assembled them in the 
rives. IHAnd the Philistines had made square on the east, sand said to them, 
raids on the cities in the Shephe'lah and "Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify your
the Negeb of Judah, and had taken selves, and sanctify the house of the 
Beth-she'mesh, Ai'jalon, Gede'roth, LORD, the God of your fathers, and 
Soco with its villages, Timnah with its carry out the filth from the holy place. 
villages, and Gimzo with its villages; 6 For our fathers have been unfaithful 
and they settled there. 19 For the LORD and have done what was evil in the sight 
brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of the LORD our God; they have for
of Israel, for he had dealt wantonly in saken him, and have turned away their 
Judah and had been faithless to the faces from the habitation of the LORD, 
LORD. 20 So Til'gath-pilne'ser king of and turned their backs. 7 They also 
Assyria came against him, and afflicted shut the doors of the vestibule -and put 
,. Gk Syr ~g Compare 2 Kings 16.7: Heb kings 
28.27: 2 Kings 16.20. 28.1-2: 2 Kings 18.1-3. 
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out the lamps, and have not burned in- early and gathered the officials of the 
cense or offered burnt offerings in the city, and went up to the house of the 
holy place to the God of Israel. s There- LORD. 21And they brought seven bulls, 
fore the wrath of the LORD came on seven rams, seven lambs, and seven 
Judah and Jerusalem, and he has made he-goats for a sin offering for the king
them an object of horror, of astonish- dom and for the sanctuary and for 
ment, and of hissing, as you see with Judah. And he commanded the priests 
your own eyes. 9 For lo, our fathers have the sons of Aaron to offer them on the 
fallen by the sword and our sons and our altar of the LORD. 22 So they killed the 
daughters and our wives are in captivity bulls, and the priests received the blood 
for this. 10 Now it is in my heart to and threw it against the altar; and they 
make a covenant with the LORD, the killed the rams and their blood was 
God of Israel, that his fierce anger may thrown against the altar; and they killed 
turn away from us. 11 My sons, do not the lambs and their blood was thrown 
now be negligent, for the LORD has against the altar. 23 Then the he-goats 
chosen you to stand in his presence, to for the sin offering were brought to the 
minister to him, and to be his ministers king and the assembly, and they laid 
and burn incense to him."' their hands upon them, 24 and the 

12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath priests killed them and made a sin of
rhe son of Ama'sai, and Jo'el the son of fering with their blood on the altar, to 
Azari'ah, of the sons of the Ko'ha- make atonement for all Israel. For the 
thires; and of the sons of Merar'i, Kish king commanded that the burnt offering 
the son of Abdi, and Azari'ah the son of and the sin offering should be made for 
Jehal'lclel; and of the Gershonites, Jo'- all Israel. 
ah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the 25 And he stationed the Levites in 
son of Jo'ah; 13 and of the sons of Eliza'- the house of the LORD with cymbals, 
phan, Shimri and Jeu'el; and of the sons harps, and lyres, according to the com
of Asaph, Zechari'ah and Mattani'ah; mandrnent of David and of Gad the 
14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehu'el and king's seer and of Nathan the prophet; 
Shim'e-i; and of the sons of Jedu'thun, for the commandment was from the 
Shcmai'ah and Uz'zicl. 15 They gath- LORD through his prophets. 26 The 
ered their brethren, and sanctified Levites stood with the instruments of 
rhemselves, and went in as the king had David, and the priests with the trum
commanded, by the words of the LORD, pets. 27 Then Hezeki'ah commanded 
to cleanse the house of the LORD. 16 The that the burnt offering be offered on the 
priests went into the inner part of the altar. And when the burnt offering be
house of the LORD to cleanse it, and they gan, the song to the LORD began also, 
brought out all rhe uncleanness that and the trumpets, accompanied by the 
they found in the temple of the LORD instruments of David king of Israel. 
into the court of the house of the LORD; 28 The whole assembly worshiped, and 
and the Levites took it and carried it out the singers sang, and the trumpeters 
to the brook Kidron. 17 They began to sounded; all this continued until the 
sanctify on the first day of the first burnt offering was finished. 29 When 
month, and on the eighth day of the the offering was finished, the king and 
month they came to the vestibule of the all who were present with him bowed 
LORD; then for eight days they sancti- themselves and worshiped. 30And Heze
fied the house of the LORD, and on the ki'ah the king and the princes com
sixreenth day of the first month they manded the Levites to sing praises to 
finished. lH Then they went in to Heze- the LoRD with the words of David and 
ki'ah the king and said, "We have of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises 
cleansed all the house of the LORD, the with gladness, and they bowed down 
altar of burnt offering and all its uten- and worshiped. 
sils, and the table for the showbread and 31 Then Hezeki'ah said, "You have 
all its utensils. l'>All the utensils which now consecrated yourselves to the 
King Ahaz discarded in his reign when LORD; come near, bring sacrifices and 
he was faithless, we have made ready thank offerings to the house of the 
and sanctified; and behold, they are LORD." And the assembly brought 
before the altar of the LORD." sacrifices and thank offerings; and all 

20 Then Hezeki'ah the king rose who were of a willing heart brought 



Keeping the passover 403 2 CHRONICLES 30 
burnt offerings. 32 The number of the for ever, and serve the LORD your God, 
burnt offerings which the assembly that his fierce anger may turn away from 
brought was seventy bulls, a hundred you. 9 For if you return to the LORD, 
rams, and two hundred Iambs; all these your brethren and your children will 
were for a burnt offering to the LORD. find compassion with their captors, and 
33And the consecrated offerings were six return to this land. For the LORD your 
hundred bulls and three thousand God is gracious and merciful, and will 
sheep. 34 But the priests were too few not turn away his face from you, if you 
and could not flay all the burnt offer- return to him." 
ings, so until other priests had sancti- 10 So the couriers went from city to 
fied themselves their brethren the Le- city through the country of E'phraim 
vites helped them, until the work was and Manas'seh, and as far as Zeb' -
finished-for the Levites were more up- ulun; but they laughed them to scorn, 
right in heart than the priests in sancti- and mocked them. ll Only a few men of 
fying themselves. 35 Besides the great Asher, of Manas'seh, and of Zeb'ulun 
number of burnt offerings there was the humbled themselves and came to Jeru
fat of the peace offerings, and there salcm. 12 The hand of God was also 
were the libations for the burnt offer- upon Judah to give them one heart to do 
ings. Thus the service of the house of what the king and the princes com
the LORD was restored. 36And Hezeki'ah manded by the word of the LORD. 
and all the people rejoiced because of 13 And many people came together 
what God had done for the people; for in Jerusalem to keep the feast of un
the thing came about suddenly. leavened bread in the second month, a 

30 Hezeki'ah sent to all Israel and very great assembly. 14 They set to work 
Judah, and wrote letters also to and removed the altars that were in 

E'phraim and Manas'seh, that they Jerusalem, and all the altars for burning 
should come to the house of the Lo~ incense they took away and threw into 
at Jerusalem, to keep the passover to the the Kidron valley. 15And they killed the 
LORD the God of Israel. 2 For the king passover lamb on the fourteenth day of 
and his princes and all the assembly in the second month. And the priests and 
Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the the Levites were put to shame, so that 
passover in the second month- 3 for they sanctified themselves, and brought 
they could not keep it in its time because burnt offerings into the house of the 
the priests had not sanctified themselves LORD. 16 They took their accustomed 
in sufficient number, nor had the people posts according to the law of Moses the 
assembled in Jerusalem-4 and the plan man of God; the priests sprinkled the 
seemed right to the king and all the blood which they received from the 
assembly. s So they decreed to make a hand of the Levites. 17 For there were 
proclamation throughout all Israel, many in the assembly who had not 
from Beer-sheba to Dan, that the people sanctified themselves; therefore the 
should come and keep the passover to Levites had to kill the passover lamb 
the LORD the God of Israel, at Jeru- for every one who was not clean, to 
salem; for they had not kept it in great make it holy to the LORD. 18 For a 
numbers as prescribed. 6 So couriers multitude of the people, many of them 
went throughout all Israel and Judah from E'phraim, Manas'seh, Is'sachar, 
with letters from the king and his and Zeb'ulun, had not cleansed them
princes, as the king had commanded, selves, yet they ate the passover other
saying, "O people of Israel, return to wise than as prescribed. For Hezeki'ah 
the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, had prayed for them, saying, "The good 
and Israel, that he may tum again to the LORD pardon every one I lJ who sets his 
remnant of you who have escaped from heart to seek God, the LORD the God of 
the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7 Do his fathers, even though not according 
not be like your fathers and your breth- to the sanctuary's rules of cleanness." 
ren, who were faithless to the LORD God 20And the LORD heard Hezeki'ah, and 
of their fathers, so that he made them a healed the people. 21And the people of 
desolation, as you see. 8 Do not now be Israel that were present at Jerusalem 
stiff-necked as your fathers were, but kept the feast of unleavened bread seven 
yield yourselves to the LORD, and come days with great gladness; and the Le
to his sanctuary, which he has sanctified vites and the priests praised the LORD 
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day by day, singing with all their give the portion due to the priests and 
might' to the LORD. 22And Hezeki'ah the Levites, that they might give them
spoke encouragingly to all the Levites selves to the law of the LORD. 5As soon 
who showed good skill in the service of as the command was spread abroad, the 
the LORD. So the people ate the food of people of Israel gave in abundance the 
the festival for seven days, sacrificing first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and 
peace offerings and giving thanks to the of all the produce of the field; and they 
LORD the God of their fathers. brought in abundantly the tithe of 

23 Then the whole assembly agreed everything. 6And the people of Israel 
together to keep the feast for another and Judah who lived in the cities of 
seven days; so they kept it for another Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle 
seven days with gladness. 24 For Heze- and sheep, and the dedicated things' 
ki'ah king of Judah gave the assembly a which had been consecrated to the LORD 
thousand bulls and seven thousand their God, and laid them in heaps. 7 In 
sheep for offerings, and the princes gave the third month they began to pile up 
the assembly a thousand bulls and ten the heaps, and finished them in the 
thousand sheep. And the priests sancti- seventh month. 8 When Hezeki'ah and 
fied themselves in great numbers. the princes came and saw the heaps, 
25 The whole assembly of Judah, and they blessed the LORD and his people 
the priests and the Levites, and the Israel. 9And Hezeki'ah questioned the 
whole assembly that came out of Israel, priests and the Levites about the heaps. 
and the sojourners who came out of the IOAzari'ah the chief priest, who was of 
land of Israel, and the sojourners who the house of Zadok, answered him, 
dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. 26 So there was "Since they began to bring the con
great joy in Jerusalem, for since the tributions into the house of the LORD 
time of Solomon the son of David king we have eaten and had enough and have 
of Israel there had been nothing like plenty left; for the LORD has blessed his 
this in Jerusalem. 27 Then the priests people, so that we have this great store 
and the Levites arose and blessed the left." 
people, and their voice was heard, and 11 Then Hezeki'ah commanded them 
their prayer came to his holy habitation to prepare chambers in the house of the 
in heaven. LORD; and they prepared them. 12And 

31 Now when all this was finished, they faithfully brought in the contribu
all Israel who were present went tions, the tithes and the dedicated 

out to the cities of Judah and broke in things. The chief officer in charge of 
pieces the pillars and hewed down the them was Conani'ah the Levite, with 
Ashe'rim and broke down the high Shim'e-i his brother as second; 13 whik 
places and the altars throughout all Jehi'el, Azazi'ah, Nahath, As'ahel, Jer -
Judah and Benjamin, and in E'phraim imoth, Jo'zabad, Eli'el, Ismachi'ah, 
and Manas'seh, until they had de- Mahath, and Benai'ah were overseers 
stroyed them all. Then all the people of assisting Conani'ah and Shim'e-i his 
Israel returned to their cities, every man brother, by the appointment ofHezeki·
to his possession. ah the king and Azari 'ah the chief officer 

2 And Hezeki'ah appointed the di- of the house of God. 14And Ko're che 
visions of the priests and of the Levites, son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the 
division by division, each according to east gate, was over the freewill offerings 
his service, the priests and the Levites, to God, to apportion the contribucion 
for burnt offerings and peace offerings, reserved for the LORD and the most holy 
to minister in the gates of the camp of offerings. 15 Eden, Mini'amin, Jeshua, 
the LORD and to give thanks and praise. Shemai'ah, Amari'ah, and Shecani'ah 
3 The contribution of the king from his were faithfully assiscing him in the cities 
own possessions was for the burnt of- of the priests, to distribute the portions 
ferings : the burnt offerings of morning to their brethren, old and young alike, 
and evening, and the burnt offerings for by divisions, 16 except chose enrolled b\· 
the sabbaths, the new moons, and the genealogy, males from three years old 
appointed feasts, as it is written in the and upwards, all who entered the house 
law of the LORD. 4And he commanded of the LORD as the duty of each day re
the people who lived in Jerusalem to quired, for cheir service according w 
:; Compare I Chron 13.8: Heb with instruments of might t Heb t/1l· titlh' of 1he d.:dicarl·d 1lii11gs 
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cheir offices, by their divisions. 17 The co help us and to fight our battles." And 
enrollment of the priests was according che people took confidence from the 
co their fathers' houses; that of the words of Hezeki'ah king of Judah. 
Levices from cwenty years old and up- 9 After this Sennach'erib king of 
wards was according to their offices, by Assyria, who was besieging Lachish 
cheir divisions. IH The priests were en- with all his forces, sent his servants to 
rolled with all cheir little children, their Jerusalem to Hezeki'ah king of Judah 
wives, their sons, and their daughcers, and to all the people of Judah chat were 
rhe whole mulcicude; for they were in Jerusalem, saying, 10 "Thus says 
faithful in keeping themselves holy. Sennach'erib king of Assyria, 'On what 
'''And for che sons of Aaron, the priests, are you relying, chat you stand siege in 
who were in che fields of common land Jerusalem? 11 Is noc Hezeki'ah mislead
belonging to cheir cicies, there were men ing you, chat he may give you over to die 
in the several cities who were designated by famine and by thirst, when he cells 
by name to distribute portions to every you, "The LORD our God will deliver 
male among the priests and to every one us from the hand of the king of As
among the Levites who was enrolled. syria"? 12 Has not this same Hezeki'ah 

20 Thus Hezeki'ah did throughout taken away his high places and his altars 
all Judah; and he did what was good and and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, 
right and faithful before the LORD his "Before one altar you shall worship, and 
God. 21And every work that he under- upon it you shall burn your sacrifices"? 
took in the service of the house of God 13 Do you not know what I and my 
and in accordance with the law and the fathers have done to all the peoples of 
commandments, seeking his God, he other lands? Were the gods of the na
did with all his hean, and prospered. tions of those lands at all able to deliver 

32 After these things and these acts their lands out of my hand? 14 Who 
of faithfulness Sennach'erib king among all the gods of those nations 

of Assyria came and invaded Judah and which my fathers utterly destroyed was 
encamped against the fortified cities, able to deliver his people from my hand, 
thinking to w!n them for himself. 2And that your God should be able to deliver 
when Hezeki'ah saw that Sennach'erib you from my hand? 15 Now therefore do 
had come and intended to fight against not let Hezeki'ah deceive you or mislead 
Jerusalem, .l he planned with his officers you in this fashion, and do not believe 
and his mighty men to stop the water of him, for no god of any nation or king
rhe springs char were outside the city; <lorn has been able to deliver his people 
and they helped him. 4A great many from my hand or from the hand of my 
people were gathered, and they stopped fathers. How much less will your God 
all the springs and the brook that flowed deliver you out of my hand!' " 
through the land, saying, "Why should 16 And his servants said still more 
the kings of Assyria come and find much against the Lord Goo and against his 
water?" 5 He set to work resolutely and servant Hezeki'ah. 17And he wrote 
built up all the wall that was broken letters to cast contempt on the LORD 
down, and raised rowers upon it," and the God of Israel and to speak against 
outside it he built another wall; and he him, saying, "Like the gods of the na
strrngthened the Millo in the city of tions of the lands who have not de
David. He also made weapons and livered their people from my hands, so 
shields in abundance. 6And he sec com- the God of Hezeki'ah will not deliver 
bar commanders over the people, and his people from my hand." 18And they 
gathered them together to him in the shouted it with a loud voice in the 
square at the gate of the city and spoke language of Judah to the people of 
encouragingly to them, saying, 7 "Be Jerusalem who were upon the wall, to 
strung and of good courage. Do not be frighten and terrify them, in order that 
afraid. or dismayed before the king of they might take the city. 19And they 
Assyria and all the horde chat is with spoke of the God of Jerusalem as they 
him; for there is one greater with us spoke of the gods of the peoples of the 
than with him. H With him is an arm of earth, which are the work of men's 
flesh; but with us is the LORD our God, hands. 
11 Vg: Heb a11d raised upon the towers 
32.1: 2 Kings 18.13. 32.9-21: 2 Kings 18.17-19.17. 
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20 Then Hezeki'ah the king and prophet the son of Amoz, in the Book 

Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, of the Kings of Judah and Israel. l3And 
prayed because of this and cried to Hezeki'ah slept with his fathers, and 
heaven. 21And the LORD sent an angel, they buried him in the ascent of the 
who cut off all the mighty warriors and tombs of the sons of David; and all 
commanders and officers in the camp of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
the king of Assyria. So he returned with did him honor at his death. And Ma
shame of face to his own land. And nas'seh his son reigned in his stead. 
when he came into the house of his god, 33 Manas'seh was twelve years old 
some of his own sons struck him down when he began to reign, and he 
there with the sword. 22 So the LORD reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 
saved Hezeki'ah and the inhabitants of 2 He did what was evil in the sight of the 
Jerusalem from the hand of Sennach'- LORD, according to the abominable 
erib king of Assyria and from the hand practices of the nations whom the LORD 
of all his enemies; and he gave them drove out before the people of Israel. 
rest on every side. 23And many brought 3 For he rebuilt the high places which 
gifts to the LORD to Jerusalem and his father Hezeki'ah had broken down, 
precious things to Hezeki'ah king of Ju- and erected altars to the Ba'als, and 
dah, so that he was exalted in the sight made Ashe'rahs, and worshiped all the 
of all nations from that time onward. host of heaven, and served them. 4 And 

24 In those days Hezeki'ah became he built altars in the house of the LORD, 
sick and was at the point of death, and of which the LORD had said, "In Jeru
he prayed to the LORD; and he answered salem shall my name be for ever." 0And 
him and gave him a sign. 25 But Heze- he built altars for all the host of heaven 
ki'ah did not make return according to in the two courts of the house of the 
the benefit done to him, for his heart LORD. 6And he burned his sons as an 
was proud. Therefore wrath came upon offering in the valley of the son of Hin
him and Judah and Jerusalem. 26 But nom, and practiced soothsaying and 
Hezeki'ah humbled himself for the augury and sorcery, and dealt with 
pride of his heart, both he and the in- mediums and with wizards. He did 
habitants of Jerusalem, so that the much evil in the sight of the LoRD, 
wrath of the LORD did not come upon provoking him to anger. 7 And the image 
them in the days of Hezeki'ah. of the idol which he had made he set in 

27 And Hezeki'ah had very great the house of God, of which God said to 
riches and honor; and he made for David and to Solomon his son, "In this 
himself treasuries for silver, for gold, house, and in Jerusalem, which I ha\'c 
for precious stones, for spices, for chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I 
shields, and for all kinds of costly will put my name for e\'er; x and I will 
vessels; 28 storehouses also for the no more remove the foot of I sracl from 
yield of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls the land which I appointed for your 
for all kinds of cattle, and sheepfolds. fathers, if only they will be careful to 
29 He likewise provided cities for him- do all that I have commanded them, all 
self, and flocks and herds in abundance; the law, the statutes, and the ordinances 
for God had given him very great pos- given through Moses." Y Manas'seh 
sessions .. io This same Hezeki'ah closed seduced Judah and the inhabitants of 
the upper outlet of the waters of Gihon Jerusalem, so that they did more evil 
and directed them down to the west side than the nations whom the LORD dc
of the city of David. And Hezeki'ah stroyed before the people of Israel. 
prospered in all his works .. \!And so in 10 The LORD spoke to Manas"seh and 
the matter of the envoys of the princes to his people, but they gave no heed. 
of Babylon, who had been sent to him to II Therefore the LORD brought upon 
inquire about the sign that had been them the commanders of the army of 
done in the land, God left him to him- the king of Assyria, who took Manas'seh 
self, in order to try him and to know all with hooks and bound him with fetters 
that was in his heart. of bronze and brought him to Babylon. 

32 Now the rest of the acts of Heze- 12And when he was in distress he cn
ki'ah, and his good deeds, behold, they treated the favor of the LORD his God 
arc written in the vision of Isaiah the and humbled himself greatly before the 
32.24-33: 2 Kings 20.1-21. 33.1-9: 2 Kings 21.1-9. 
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God of his fathers. 13 He prayed to him, the people of the land made Josi'ah his 
and God received his entreaty and son king in his stead. 
heard his supplication and brought him 34 Josi'ah was eight years old when 
again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. he began to reign, and he reigned 
Then Manas'seh knew chat the LORD thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 He did 
was God. what was right in the eyes of the LORD, 

14 Afterwards he built an outer wall and walked in the ways of David his 
for the city of David west of Gihon, in father; and he did not cum aside to the 
the valley, and for the entrance into the right or to the left. 3 For in the eighth 
Fish Gate, and carried it round Ophel, year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, 
and raised it co a very great height; he he began to seek the God of David his 
also put commanders of the army in all father; and in the twelfth year he began 
the fortified cities in Judah. ISAnd he to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the 
took away the foreign gods and the idol high places, the Ashe'rim, and the 
from the house of the LORD, and all the graven and the molten images. 4And 
altars chat he had built on the mountain they broke down the altars of the Ba'als 
of the house of the LORD and in J eru- in his presence; and he hewed down the 
salem, and he threw chem outside of incense altars which stood above chem; 
the city. 16 He also restored the altar of and he broke in pieces the Ashe'rim and 
the LORD and offered upon it sacrifices the graven and the molten images, and 
of peace offerings and of thanksgiving; he made dust of them and screwed it 
and he commanded Judah co serve the over the graves of chose who had sacri
LoRD the God of Israel. I 7 Nevertheless ficed to them. s He also burned the 
the people still sacrificed at the high bones of the priests on their altars, and 
places, but only to the LORD their God. purged Judah and Jerusalem. 6And in 

18 Now the rest of the acts of Manas' - the cities of Manas'seh, E'phraim, and 
~eh, and his prayer to his God, and the Simeon, and as far as Naph'cali, in their 
words of the seers who spoke co him in ruins w round about, 7 he broke down 
the name of the LORD the God of Israel, the altars, and beat the Ashe' rim and the 
behold, they are in the Chronicles of the images into powder, and hewed down 
Kings of Israel. 19And his prayer, and all the incense altars throughout all the 
how God received his entreaty, and all land of Israel. Then he returned to 
his sin and his faithlessness, and the Jerusalem. 
sites on which he built high places and 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his 
set up the Ashe'rim and the images, be- reign, when he had purged the land and 
fore he humbled himself, behold, they the house, he sent Shaphan the son of 
are wriuen in the Chronicles of the Azali'ah, and Ma-asei'ah the governor 
Seers.,. 20 So Manas'seh slept with his of the city, and Jo' ah the son of Jo'ahaz, 
fathers, and they buried him in his the recorder, to repair the house of the 
house; and Amon his son reigned in his LoRD his God. 9 They came to Hilki'ah 
stead. the high priest and delivered the money 

21 Amon was twenty-two years old that had been brought into the house of 
when he began to reign, and he reigned God, which the Levites, the keepers of 
two years in Jerusalem. 22 He did what the threshold, had collected from Ma
was evil in the sight of the LORD, as nas'seh and E'phraim and from all the 
Manas'seh his father had done. Amon remnant of Israel and from all Judah 
sacrificed to all the images that Manas'- and Benjamin and from the inhabitants 
sch his father had made, and served of Jerusalem. JO They delivered it to the 
them. LlAnd he did not humble himself workmen who had the oversight of the 
before the LORD, as Manas'seh his house of the LORD; and the workmen 
father had humbled himself, but this who were working in the house of the 
Amon incurred guilt more and more. LORD gave it for repairing and restoring 
24And his servants conspired against the house. II They gave it co the car
him and killed him in his house. 25 But penters and the builders to buy quarried 
the people of the land slew all those who stone, and timber for binders and beams 
had conspired against King Amon; and for the buildings which the kings of 

,. One Ms: Gk: Heb of Hozai w Heb uncertain 
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Judah had let go to ruin. 12And the men 
did the work faithfully. Over them were 
set Jahath and Obadi'ah the Levites, of 
the sons of Merar'i, and Zechari'ah and 
Meshul'larn, of the sons of the Ko'
hathites, to have oversight. The Levites, 
all who were skilful with instruments of 
music, 1.1 were over the burden bearers 
and directed all who did work in every 
kind of service; and some of the Levites 
were scribes, and officials, and gate
keepers. 

14 While they were bringing out the 
money that had been brought into the 
house of the LORD, Hilki'ah the priest 
found the book of the law of the LORD 
given through Moses. 15 Then Hilki'ah 
said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have 
found the book of the law in the house 
of the LORD"; and Hilki'ah gave the 
book to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought 
the book to the king, and further re
ported to the king, "All that was com
mitted to your servants they are doing. 
17 They have emptied out the money 
that was found in the house of the LORD 
and have delivered it into the hand of 
the overseers and the workmen." 
18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the 
king, "Hilki'ah the priest has given me a 
book." And Shaphan read it before the 
king. 

19 When the king heard the words of 
the law he rent his clothes. 20And the 
king commanded Hilki'ah, Ahi'karn the 
son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of 
Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and 
Asa'iah the king's servant, saying, 
21 "Go, inquire of the LORD for me and 
for those who are left in Israel and in 
Judah, concerning the words of the 
book that has been found; for great is 
the wrath of the LORD that is poured out 
on us, because our fathers have not kept 
the word of the LORD, to do according 
to all that is written in this book." 

22 So Hilki'ah and those whom the 
king had sent' went to Huldah the 
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son 
of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, keeper of 
the wardrobe (now she dwelt in Jeru
salem in the Second Quarter) and 
spoke to her to that effect. 23And she 
said to them, "Thus says the LoRD, the 
God of Israel: 'Tell the man who sent 
you to me, 24 Thus says the LORD, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon this place 
-1. Syr Vg: Heb lacks had sem 
35.1-19: 2 Kings 23.21-23. 

and upon its inhabitants, all the curses 
that are written in the book which was 
read before the king of Judah. 25 Be
cause they have forsaken me and have 
burned incense to other gods, that they 
might provoke me to anger with all the 
works of their hands, therefore my 
wrath will be poured out upon this 
place and will not be quenched. 26 But 
to the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the LoRD, thus shall you say 
to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel: Regarding the words which you 
have heard, 27 because your heart was 
penitent and you humbled yourself be
fore God when you heard his words 
against this place and its inhabitants, 
and you have humbled yourself before 
me, and have rent your clothes and wept 
before me, I also have heard you, says 
the LORD. 28 Behold, I will gather you 
to your fathers, and you shall be gath
ered to your grave in peace, and your 
eyes shall not see all the evil which I will 
bring upon this place and its in
habitants.'" And they brought back 
word to the king. 

29 Then the king sent and gathered 
together all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem. 30And the king went up to 
the house of the LORD, with all the men 
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru
salem and the priests and the Levites, all 
the people both great and small; and he 
read in their hearing all the words of the 
book of the covenant which had been 
found in the house of the LORD. 31And 
the king stood in his place and made a 
covenant before the LORD, to walk after 
the LORD and to keep his command
ments and his testimonies and his 
statutes, with all his heart and all his 
soul, to perform the words of the cove
nant that were written in this book. 
.12 Then he made all who were present 
in Jerusalem and in Benjamin stand to 
it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
according to the covenant of God, th.: 
God of their fathers. 33And Josi'ah took 
away all the abominations from all the 
territory that belonged to the people of 
Israel, and made all who were in Israel 
serve the LORD their God. All his davs 
they did not turn away from following 
the LORD the God of their fathers. 

35 Josi'ah kept a passover to the 
LORD in Jerusalem; and they 
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killeJ the passover lamb on the four- ordinance; and they boiled the holy 
teenth day of the first month. 2 He offerings in pots, in caldrons, and in 
appointcJ the priests to their offices and pans, and carried them quickly to all the 
encouraged them in the service of the lay people. 14And afterward they prc
house of the LO!!D. -'And he said to the pared for themselves and for the priests, 
Levil<:s who taught all Israel and who because the priests the sons of Aaron 
were holy to the LORD, "Put the holy were busied in offering the burnt of
ark in the house which Solomon the son fcrings and the fat parts until night; so 
of David, king of Israel, built; you need the Levites prepared for themselves and 
nn longer carry it upon your shoulders. for the priests the sons of Aaron. 15 The 
Now serve the LORD your God and his singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their 
people bract. 4 Prepare yourselves ac- place according to the command of 
cording to your fathers' houses by your David, and Asaph, and Heman, and 
divisiom, following the directions of Jedu'thun the king's seer; and the gate
David king of Israel and the directions keepers were at each gate; they did not 
of Solomon his son. ~And stand in the need to depart from their service, for 
holy plao.: according to the groupings of their brethren the Levites prepared for 
the fathers' houses of your brethren the them. 
lay people, and let there be for each a 16 So all the service of the LORD was 
part of a father's house of the Levites.'J prepared that day, to keep the passover 
'•And kill the passover lamb, and sancti- and to offer burnt offerings on the altar 
fy yourselves, and prepare for your of the LORD, according to the command 
brethren, tu do according to the word of King Josi'ah. 17And the people of 
of the LORD by Moses." Israel who were present kept the pass-

7 Then Josi'ah contributed to the lay over at that time, and the feast of un
people, as passover offerings for all that leavened bread seven days. 18 No pass
werc present, lambs and kids from the over like it had been kept in Israel since 
flock tu the number of thirty thousand, the days of Samuel the prophet; none of 
and three thousand bulls; these were the kings of Israel had kept such a pass
from the king's possessions. HAnd his over as was kept by Josi'ah, and the 
princes contributed willingly to the priests and the Levites, and all Judah 
people, to the priests, and to the Le- and Israel who were present, and the in
vites. Hilki'ah, Zechari'ah, and Jehi'el, habitants of Jerusalem. IY In the eight
thc chief officers of the house of God, eenth year of the reign of Josi' ah this 
gave tu the priests for the passover of- passover was kept. 
fcrings two thousand six hundred 20 After all this, when Josi'ah had 
lambs and kids and three hundred bulls. prepared the temple, Neco king of 
'' Conani 'ah also, and Shemai'ah and Egypt went up to fight at Car'chemish 
Ncthan'cl his brothers, and Hashabi'ah on the Eu-phra'tes and Josi'ah went out 
and Jc-i'el and Jo'zabad, the chiefs of against him. 21 But he sent envoys to 
the Levites, gave to the Levites for the him, saying, "What have we to do with 
passover offerings five thousand lambs each other, king of Judah? I am not 
and kids and five hundred bulls. coming against you this day, but against 

l 0 When the service had been pre- the house with which I am at war; and 
pared for, the priests stood in their God has commanded me to make haste. 
place, and the Levites in their divisions Cease opposing God, who is with me, 
according to the king's command. II And lest he destroy you." 22 Nevertheless 
they killed the passover lamb, and the Josi'ah would not turn away from him, 
priests '-Prinkled the blood which they but disguised himself in order to fight 
received from them while the Levites with him. He did not listen to the words 
tlayed the victims. 12And they set aside of Neco from the mouth of God, but 
the burnt offerings that they might dis- joined battle in the plain of Megid'do. 
tribute them according to the groupings 2JAnd the archers shot King Josi'ah; 
of the fathers' houses of the lay people, and the king said to his servants, "Take 
to offer to the LORD, as it is written in me away, for I am badly wounded." 
the book of Moses, And so they did with 24 So his servants took him out of the 
the bulls. L1And they roasted the pass- chariot and carried him in his second 
over lamb with fire according to the chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. 
'1 Heb obscure 
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And he died, and was buried in the 
rombs of his fathers. All Judah and 
Jerusalem mourned for Josi'ah. 25 Jere
miah also uttered a lament for Josi'ah; 
and all the singing men and singing 
women have spoken of Josi'ah in their 
laments to this day. They made these an 
ordinance in Israel; behold, they are 
written in the Laments. 26 Now the rest 
of the acts of Josi'ah, and his good deeds 
according to what is written in the law 
of the LORD1 27 and his acts, first and 
last, behola, they are written in 
the Book of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah. 

36 The people of the land took 
Jeho'ahaz the son of Josi'ah and 

made him king in his father's stead in 
Jerusalem. 2 Jeho'ahaz was twenty
three years old when he began to reign; 
and he reigned three months in Jeru
salem. l Then the king of Egypt de
posed him in Jerusalem and laid upon 
the land a tribute of a hundred talents of 
silver and a talent of gold. •And the king 
of Egypt made Eli'akim his brother king 
over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed 
his name to Jehoi'akim; but Neco took 
Jeho'ahaz his brother and carried him 
to Egypt. 

5 Jehoi'akim was twenty-five years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He 
did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD his God. 6Against him came up 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon, and 
bound him in fetters to take him to 
Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnez'zar also car
ried part of the vessels of the house of 
the LORD to Babylon and put them in 
his palace in Babylon. 8 Now the rest of 
the acts of Jehoi'akim, and the abomina
tions which he did, and what was found 
against him, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah ; and J ehoi 'a chin his son reigned 
in his stead. 

9 Jehoi'achin was eight years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
three months and ten days in Jeru
salem. He did what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD. lO In the spring of the year 
King Nebuchadnez'zar sent and brought 
him to Babylon, with the precious 
vessels of the house of the LORD, and 
made his brother Zedeki'ah king over 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

11 Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He 
did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD his God. He did not humble him
self before Jeremiah the prophet, who 
spoke from the mouth of the LORD. 
ll He also rebelled against King Nebu
chadnez'zar, who had made him swear 
by God; he stiffened his neck and 
hardened his heart against rurning to 
the LORD, the God of Israel. 14All the 
leading priests and the people likewise 
were exceedingly unfaithful, following 
all the abominations of the nations; and 
they polluted the house of the LORD 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 

15 The LORD, the God of their fa
thers, sent persistently to them by his 
messengers, because he had compassion 
on his people and on his dwelling place; 
16 but they kept mocking the messen
gers of God, despising his words, and 
scoffing at his prophets, till the wrath of 
the LORD rose against his people, till 
there was no remedy. 

17 Therefore he brought up against 
them the king of the Chalde'ans, who 
slew their young men with the sword in 
the house of their sanctuary, and had no 
compassion on young man or virgin, old 
man or aged; he gave them all into his 
hand. l8And all the vessels of the house 
of God, great and small, and the treas
ures of the house of the LORD, and the 
treasures of the king and of his princes, 
all these he brought to Babylon. l<lAnd 
they burned the house of God, and 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and 
burned all its palaces with fire, and 
destroyed all its precious vessels. :'O He 
took into exile in Babylon those who had 
escaped from the sword, and they be
came servants to him and to his sons 
until the establishment of the kingdom 
of Persia, 21 to fulfil the word of the 
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until 
the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All 
the days that it lay desolate it kept sab
bath, to fulfil seventy years. 

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Persia, that the word of the LORD by 
the mouth of Jeremiah might be accom
plished, the LORD stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia so that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his king
dom and also put it in writing: 23 "Thus 

38.1-4: 2 Kings 23.30-34. 38.5-8: 2 Kings 23.36-24.6. 38.9-10: 2 Kings 24.8-17. 
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Cyrus' proclamation 411 EZRA 2 
says Cyrus king of Persia, 'The LORD, Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever 
the God of heaven, has given me all the is among you of all his people, may the 
kingdoms of the earth, and he has LORD his God be with him. Let him 
charged me to build him a house at go up.' " 

THE BOOK OF 

EZRA 
1 In the first year of Cyrus king of 

Persia, that the word of the LORD 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
accomplished, the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia so that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom and also put it in writing: 

2 "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: 
The LORD, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
has charged me to build him a house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah .. l Who
ever is among you of all his people, may 
his God be with him, and let him go up 
to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 
rebuild the house of the LORD, the God 
of Israel-he is the God who is in Jeru
salem; 4 and let each survivor, in what
ever place he sojourns, be assisted by 
the men of his place with silver and 
gold, with goods and with beasts, be
sides freewill offerings for the house of 
God which is in Jerusalem." 

5 Then rose up the heads of the fa
thers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, 
and the priests and the Levites, every 
one whose spirit God had stirred to go 
up to rebuild the house of the LORD 
which is in Jerusalem; 6 and all who 
were about them aided them with 
vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, 
with beasts, and with costly wares, be
sides all that was freely offered. 7 Cyrus 
the king also brought out the vessels of 
the house of the LORD which Nebu
chadnez'zar had carried away from 
J crusalem and placed in the house of his 
gods. 8 Cyrus king of Persia brought 
these out in charge of Mith'redath the 
treasurer, who counted them out to 
Shesh-baz'zar the prince of Judah. 
9And this was the number of them: a 
thousand" basins of gold, a thousand 
basins of silver, twenty-nine censers, 

JO thirty bowls of gold, two thousandb 
four hundred and ten bowls of silver, 
and a thousand other vessels; II all the 
vessels of gold and of silver were five 
thousand four hundred and sixty-nine. c 
All these did Shesh-baz'zar bring up, 
when the exiles were brought up from 
Babylonia to Jerusalem. 

2 Now these were the people of the 
province who came up out of the 

captivity of those exiles whom Nebu
chadnez'zar the king of Babylon had 
carried captive to Babylonia; they re
turned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to 
his own town. 2 They came with 
Zerub'babel, Jeshua, Nehemi'ah, Serai'
ah, Re-el-ai'ah, Mor'decai, Bilshan, 
Mispar, Big'vai, Rehum, and Ba'anah. 

The number of the men of the people 
of Israel: 3 the sons of Parosh, two thou
sand one hundred and seventy-two. 
4 The sons of Shephati'ah, three hun
dred and seventy-two. s The sons of 
Arah, seven hundred and seventy-five. 
6 The sons of Pa'hath-mo'ab, namely 
the sons of Jeshua and Jo'ab, two thou
sand eight hundred and twelve. 7 The 
sons of Elam, one thousand two hun
dred and fifty-four. 8 The sons of 
Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five. 
9 The sons of Zac'cai, seven hundred 
and sixty. JO The sons of Bani, six hun
dred and forty-two. 11 The sons of 
Be'bai, six hundred and twenty-three. 
12 The sons of Azgad, one thousand two 
hundred and twenty-two. 13 The sons 
of Adoni'kam, six hundred and sixty
six. 14 The sons of Big'vai, two thousand 
and fifty-six. 15 The sons of Adin, four 
hundred and fifty-four. 16 The sons of 
Ater, namely of Hezeki'ah, ninety
eight. 17 The sons of Be'zai, three hun
dred and twenty-three. 18 The sons of 
Jorah, one hundred and twelve. 19 The 

n I Esdras 2.13: Heb rhirty '' I Esdras 2.13: Heb of a second sort 
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sons of Hashurn, two hundred and 52 the sons of Bazluth, the sons of 
twenty-three. 20 The sons of Gibbar, Mehi'da, the sons of Harsha, 53 the sons 
ninety-five. 21 The sons of Bethlehem, of Barkos, the sons of Sis'era, the sons 
one hundred and twenty-three. 22 The of Temah, S4 the sons of Nezi'ah, and 
men of Netoph'ah, fifty-six. 2.\ The men the sons of Hati'pha. 
of An'athoth, one hundred and twenty- 55 The sons of Solomon's servants: 
eight. 24 The sons of Az'maveth, forty- the sons of So'tai, the sons of Hasso'
two. 25 The sons of Kir'iathar'im, phereth, the sons of Peru'da, 56 the som 
Chephi'rah, and Be-er'oth, seven hun- of Ja'alah, the sons of Darkon, the som 
dred and forty-three. 26 The sons of of Giddel, 57 the sons of Shephati 'ah, 
Ramah and Geba, six hundred and the sons of Hatti), the sons of Po'
twenty-one. 27 The men of Michmas, chcrcth-hazzcba'irn, and the sons ol 
one hundred and twenty-two. 2H The Ami. 
men of Bethel and Ai, two hundred and 58 All the temple servants'' and tlie 
twenty-three. 29 The sons of Nebo, sons of Solomon's servants were three 
fifty-two .. 10 The sons of Magbish, one hundred and ninety-two. 
hundred and fifty-six . .ll The sons of the 59 The following were those who 
other Elam, one thousand two hundred came up from Tel-me'lah, Tel-har'sha, 
and fifty-four. 32 The sons of Harim, Cherub, Addan, and Irnmer, though 
three hundred and twenty. 3.l The sons they could not prove their fathers' 
of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred houses or their descent, whether they 
and twenty-five . .14 The sons of Jericho, belonged to Israel: 60 the sons of De
three hundred and forty-five. 35 The la'iah, the sons of Tobi'ah, and the sons 
sons of Sena'ah, three thousand six of Neko'da, six hundred and fifty-two. 
hundred and thirty. 61AJso, of the sons of the priests: the 

36 The priests: the sons of Jedai'ah, sons of Habai'ah, the sons of Hakkoz. 
of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and the sons of Barzil'lai (who had taken 
and seventy-three. 37 The sons of Im- a wife from the daughters of Barzil'lai 
mer, one thousand and fifty-two. the Gileadite, and was called by their 
38 The sons of Pashhur, one thousand name). 62 These sought their rcgistra
two hundred and forty-seven. 39 The tion among those enrolled in the 
sons of Harim, one thousand and genealogies, but they were not found 
seventeen. chere, and so they were excluded from 

40 The Levites: the sons of J eshua the priesthood as unclean; "-' the gov
and Kad'mi-el, of the sons of Hodavi'- ernor told them that they were not to 
ah, seventy-four. 41 The singers: the partake of the most holy food, until 
sons of Asaph, one hundred and twenty- there should be a priesc to consult 
eight. 42 The sons of the gatekeepers: Urim and Thurnmim. 
the sons of Shallurn, the sons of Acer, 64 The whole assembly together wa' 
the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, forty-two chousand three hundred and 
the sons of Hati 'ta, and the sons of sixty, 65 besides their menservants and 
Sho'bai, in all one hundred and thirty- maidservants, of whom there were 
nine. seven thousand three hundred and 

43 The temple servants:" the sons of thirty-seven; and they had two hundred 
Ziha, the sons of Hasu'pha, che sons of male and female singers. M Their 
Tabba'oth, 44 the sons of Keros, the horses were seven hundred and thirtY
sons of Si'aha, the sons of Padon, 45 the six, their mules were two hundred and 
sons of Leba'nah, the sons of Hag'abah, forty-five, o7 their camels were four 
the sons of Akkub, 46 the sons of Hagab, hundred and thirty-five, and their asses 
the sons of Shamlai, the sons of Hanan, were six thousand seven hundred and 
47 the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, twenty. 
the sons of Re-ai'ah, 48 the sons of 68 Some of the heads of families. 
Rezin, the sons of Neko'da, the sons of when they came to che house of the 
Gazzam, 49 the sons of U zza, the sons of LORD which is in J erusalcm, made fre..:
Pase'ah, the sons of Besai, 50 the sons of will offerings for the house of God, L<• 
Asnah, the sons of Me-u'nim, the sons erect icon ics sire; o<> according to their 
of Nephi'sim, 51 the sons of Bakbuk, the ability they gave to the treasury of the 
sons of Haku'pha, the sons of Harhur, work sixty-one thousand darics of gold. 
d Heb ne1him-m 
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five thousand minas of silver, and one Hen'adad and the Levites, their sons 
hundred priests' garments. and kinsmen. 

70 The priests, the Levites, and some IO And when the builders laid the 
of the people lived in Jerusalem and its foundation of the temple of the LORD, 
vicinity;' and the singers, the gate'- the priests in their vestments came 
keepers, and the temple servants lived forward with trumpets, and the Levites, 
in their towns, and all Israel in their the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to 
towns. praise the LORD, according to the direc-

3 When the seventh month came, tions of David king of Israel; 11 and 
and the sons of Israel were in the they sang responsively, praising and 

towns, the people gathered as one man giving thanks to the LORD, 
to Jerusalem. 2 Then arose Jeshua the "For he is good, 
son of Jo'zadak, with his fellow priests, for his steadfast love endures for 
and Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el ever toward Israel." 
with his kinsmen, and they built the And all the people shouted with a great 
altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt shout, when they praised the LORD, 
offerings upon it, as it is written in the because the foundation of the house of 
law of Moses the man of God. 3 They the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the 
set the altar in its place, for fear was priests and Levites and heads of fathers' 
upon them because of the peoples of the houses, old men who had seen the first 
lands, and they offered burnt offerings house, wept with a loud voice when they 
upon it to the LORD, burnt offerings saw the foundation of this house being 
morning and evening. 4And they kept laid, though many shouted aloud for 
the feast of booths, as it is written, and joy; 13 so that the people could not dis
offered the daily burnt offerings by tinguish the sound of the joyful shout 
number according to the ordinance, as from the sound of the people's weeping, 
each day required, s and after that the for the people shouted with a great 
continual burnt offerings, the offerings shout, and the sound was heard afar. 
at the new moon and at all the appointed 4 Now when the adversaries of 
feasts of the LORD, and the offerings of Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
every one who made a freewill offering returned exiles were building a temple 
to the LORD. 6 From the first day of the to the LORD, the God of Israel, 2 they 
seventh month they began to offer burnt approached Zerub'babel and the heads 
offerings to the LORD. But the founda- of fathers' houses and said to them, 
tion of the temple of the LORD was not "Let us build with you; for we worship 
yet laid. 7 So they gave money to the your God as you do, and we have been 
masons and the carpenters, and food, sacrificing to him ever since the days of 
drink, and oil to the Sido'nians and the E'sar-had'don king of Assyria who 
Tyrians to bring cedar trees from brought us here." 3 But Zerub'babel, 
Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of 
to the grant which they had from Cyrus fathers' houses in Israel said to them, 
king of Persia. "You have nothing to do with us in 

H Now in the second year of their building a house to our God; but we 
coming to the house of God at Jeru- alone will build to the LORD, the God 
salem, in the ~econd month, Zerub'- of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of 
babel the son of She-al'ti-el and Jeshua Persia has commanded us." 
the son of Jo'zadak made a beginning, 4 Then the people of the land dis
togcther with the rest of their brethren, couraged the people of Judah, and 
the priests and the Levites and all who made them afraid to build, s and hired 
liad come to Jerusalem from the cap- counselors against them to frustrate 
tivity. They appointed the Levites, from their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king 
twenty years old and upward, to have of Persia, even until the reign of Darius 
the oversight of the work of the house of king of Persia. 
the LORD. 9And Jeshua with his sons 6 And in the reign of Ahasu-e'rus, in 
and his kinsmen, and Kad'mi-el and his the beginning of his reign, they wrote 
sons, the sons of Judah, together took an accusation against the inhabitants of 
the oversight of the workmen in the Judah and Jerusalem. 
house of God, along with the sons of 7 And in the days of Ar-ta-xerx'es, 
1

' I Esdras 5-46: Heb lacks Jived;,, Jerusalem at1d 115 vidmty 
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Bishlam and Mith'redath and Ta'be-el 
and the rest of their associates wrote to 
Ar-ta-xerx'es king of Persia; the letter 
was written in Aramaic and translated/ 
x Rehum the commander and Shim'
shai the scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Ar-ta-xerx'es the king as 
follows- lJ then wrote Rehum the 
commander, Shim'shai the scribe, and 
the rest of their associates, the judges, 
the governors, the officials, the Persians, 
the men of Erech, the Babylonians, the 
men of Susa, that is, the Elamites, 
10 and the rest of the nations whom the 
great and noble Osnap'par deported and 
settled in the cities of Samar'ia and in 
the rest of the province Beyond the 
River, and now 11 this is a copy of the 
letter that they sent-"To Ar-ta-xerx'es 
the king: Your servants, the men of the 
province Beyond the River, send greet
ing. And now 12 be it known to the king 
that the Jews who came up from you to 
us have gone to Jerusalem. They are 
rebuilding that rebellious and wicked 
city; they are finishing the walls and 
repairing the foundations. 13 Now be it 
known to the king that, if this city is 
rebuilt and the walls finished, they will 
not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and the 
royal revenue will be impaired. 14 Now 
because we eat the salt of the palace and 
it is not fitting for us to witness the 
king's dishonor, therefore we send and 
inform the king, IS in order that search 
may be made in the book of the records 
of your fathers. You will find in the 
book of the records and learn that this 
city is a rebellious city, hurtful to kings 
and provinces, and that sedition was 
stirred up in it from of old. That was 
why this city was laid waste. 16 We 
make known to the king that, if this city 
is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will 
then have no possession in the pn>\·ince 
Beyond the River." 

17 The king sent an answer: "To 
Rehum the commander and Shim'shai 
the scribe and the rest of their asso
ciates who live in Samar'ia and in the 
rest of the province Beyond the River, 
greeting. And now IB the letter which 
you sent to us has been plainly read 
before me. I9And I made a decree, and 
search has been made, and it has been 
found that this city from of old has 

risen against kings, and that rebellion 
and sedition have been made in it. 
20And mighty kings have been over 
Jerusalem, who ruled over the whole 
province Beyond the River, to whom 
tribute, custom, and toll were paid. 
21 Therefore make a decree that these 
men be made to cease, and that this city 
be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by 
me. 22And take care not to be slack in 
this matter; why should damage grow 
to the hun of the king?" 

23 Then, when the copy of King 
Ar-ta-xerx'es' letter was read before 
Rehum and Shim'shai the scribe and 
their associates, they went in haste to 
the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and 
power made them cease. 24 Then the· 
work on the house of God which is in 
Jerusalem stopped; and it ceased until 
the second year of the reign of Darius 
king of Persia. 

5 Now the prophets, Haggai and 
Zechari'ah the son of lddo, prophe

sied to the Jews who were in Judah and 
Jerusalem, in the name of the God ot 
Israel who was over them. 2 Then 
Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el and 
Jeshua the son of Jo'zadak arose and 
began to rebuild the house of Goel 
which is in Jerusalem; and with them 
were the prophets of God, helpin!? 
them. 

3 At the same time Tat'tenai the' 
governor of the province Beyond the 
River and She'thar-boz'enai and their 
associates came to them and spoke to 
them thus, "Who gave you a decree tu 
build this house and to finish chi> 
structure?" 4 They" also asked them 
this, "What are the names of the men 
who are building this building?" 5 B111 
the eye of their God was upon thr 
elders of the Jews, and they did not stop 
them till a report should reach Darius 
and then answer be returned by letter 
concerning it. 

6 The copy of the letter which Tat -
tenai the governor of the province Be
yond the River and She'thar-boz'enai 
and his associates the governors who 
were in the province Beyond the River 
sent to Darius the king; 7 they sent him 
a report, in which was written as fol 
lows: "To Darius the king, all peace. 
B Be it known to the king that we wen1 

I Heb adds in Aramaic, indicating that 4.8-6.18 is in Aramaic. Another interpretation is The /ett.:r was writtm ,,, 
1he Aramaic script and sec forth in the Aramaic language. IJ Gk Syr: Aramaic We 
5.1: Hag 1.1; Zech I.I. 
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to the province of Judah, to the house the house of God at Jerusalem, let the 
of the great God. It is being built with house be rebuilt, the place where sacri
huge stones, and timber is laid in the fices are offered and burnt offerings are 
walls; this work goes on diligently and brought; its height shall be sixty cubits 
prospers in their hands. 9 Then we and its breadth sixty cubits, 4 with three 
asked those elders and spoke to them courses of great stones and one course 
thus, 'Who gave you a decree to build of timber; let the cost be paid from the 
this house and to finish this structure?' royal treasury. 5And also let the gold 
10 We also asked them their names, for and silver vessels of the house of God, 
your information, that we might write which Nebuchadnez'zar took out of the 
down the names of the men at their temple that is in Jerusalem and brought 
head. llAnd this was their reply to us: to Babylon, be restored and brought 
'We arc the servants of the God of back to the temple which is in Jcru
heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding salem, each to its place; you shall put 
the house that was built many years ago, them in the house of God." 
which a great king of Israel built and 6 "Now therefore, Tat'tenai, gov
finished. 12 But because our fathers had ernor of the province Beyond the River, 
angered the God of heaven, he gave She'thar-boz'enai, and your associates 
them into the hand of Nebuchadnez'zar the governors who are in the province 
king of Babylon, the Chalde'an, who de- Beyond the River, keep away; 7 let the 
stroyed this house and carried away the work on this house of God alone; let 
people to Babylonia. 13 However in the the governor of the Jews and the elders 
first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, of the Jews rebuild this house of God on 
Cyrus the king made a decree that this its site. 8 Moreover I make a decree re
house of God should be rebuilt. I4And garding what you shall do for these 
the gold and silver vessels of the house elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of 
of God, which Nebuchadnez'zar had this house of God; the cost is to be paid 
taken out of the temple that was in to these men in full and without delay 
Jerusalem and brought into the temple from the royal revenue, the tribute of 
of Babylon, these Cyrus the king took the province from Beyond the River. 
out of the temple of Babylon, and they 9And whatever is needed-young bulls, 
were delivered to one whose name was rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the 
Shesh-baz'zar, whom he had made God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, 
governor; 15 and he said to him, "Take as the priests at Jerusalem require--let 
these vessels, go and put them in the that be given to them day by day with
temple which is in Jerusalem, and let out fail, 10 that they may offer pleasing 
the house of God be rebuilt on its site." sacrifices to the God of heaven, and 
I<• Then this Shesh-baz'zar came and pray for the life of the king and his 
laid the foundations of the house of God sons. 11 Also I make a decree that if any 
which is in Jerusalem; and from that one alters this edict, a beam shall be 
time until now it has been in building, pulled out of his house, and he shall be 
and it is not yet finished.' 17 Therefore, impaled upon it, and his house shall be 
if it seem good to the king, let search be made a dunghill. 12 May the God who 
made in the royal archives there in has caused his name to dwell there 
Babylon, to see whether a decree was overthrow any king or people that shall 
issued by Cyrus the king for the re- put forth a hand to alter this, or to 
building of this house of God in destroy this house of God which is in 
Jerusalem. And let the king send us his Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it 
pleasure in this matter." be done with all diligence." 

6 Then Darius the king made a 13 Then, according to the word sent 
decree, and search was made in by Darius the king, Tat'tenai, the 

Babylonia, in the house of the archives governor of the province Beyond the 
where the documents were stored. 2And River, She'thar-boz'enai, and their 
in Ecbat'ana, the capital which is in the associates did with all diligence what 
province of Media, a scroll was found on Darius the king had ordered. I4And the 
which this was written: "A record .. l In elders of the Jews built and prospered, 
the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus through the prophesying of Haggai the 
the king issued a decree: Concerning prophet and Zechari'ah the son of lddo. 
5.13: Ezru I.I; 6.3. 8.3: Ezra I.I; 5.13. 



EZRA 6 416 The king's grant to Ezra 
They finished their building by com- xerx'es the king, some of the people of 
mand of the God of Israel and by decree Israel, and some of the priests and 
of Cyrus and Darius and Ar-ta-xerx'es Levites, the singers and gatekeepers, 
king of Persia; 15 and this house was and the temple servants. HAnd he came 
finished on the third day of the month to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which 
of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of was in the seventh year of the king; 
Darius the king. 9 for on the first day of the first month 

16 And the people of Israel, the he began" to go up from Babylonia, and 
priests and the Levites, and the rest of on the first day of the fifth month he 
the returned exiles, celebrated the came to Jerusalem, for the good hand of 
dedication of this house of God with his God was upon him. 10 For Ezra had 
joy. 17 They offered at the dedication of set his heart to study the law of the 
this house of God one hundred bulls, LORD, and to do it, and to teach his 
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, statutes and ordinances in Israel. 
and as a sin offering for all Israel twelve 11 This is a copy of the letter which 
he-goats, according to the number of King Ar-ta-xerx'es gave to Ezra the 
the tribes of Israel. IHAnd they set the priest, the scribe, learned in matters of 
priests in their divisions and the Levites the commandments of the LORD and his 
in their courses, for the service of God statutes for Israel: 12 "Ar-ta-xerx'es, 
at Jerusalem, as it is written in the book king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the 
of Moses. scribe of the law of the God of heaven.' 

19 On the fourteenth day of the first And now 13 I make a decree that any one 
month the returned exiles kept the pass- of the people of Israel or their priests or 
over. 20 For the priests and the Levites Levites in my kingdom, who freely 
had purified themselves together; all of offers to go to Jerusalem, may go with 
them were clean. So they killed the you. 14 For you are sent by the king and 
passover lamb for all the returned his seven counselors to make inquiries 
exiles, for their fellow priests, and for about Judah and Jerusalem according 
themselves; 21 it was eaten by the people to the law of your God, which is in your 
of Israel who had returned from exile, hand, 1> and also to convey the silver 
and also by every one who had joined and gold which the king and his coun
them and separated himself from the selors have freely offered to the God ot 
pollutions of the peoples of the land to Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem. 
worship the LORD, the God of Israel. 16 with all the silver and gold which you 
Z2And they kept the feast of unleavened shall find in the whole province ot 
bread seven days with joy; for the LORD Babylonia, and with the freewill of
had made them joyful, and had turned ferings of the people and the priests, 
the heart of the king of Assyria to them, vowed willingly for the house of their 
so that he aided them in the work of the God which is in Jerusalem. 17 With this 
house of God, the God of Israel. money, then, you shall with all diligence 

7 Now after this, in the reign of Ar- buy bulls, rams, and lambs, with their 
ta-xerx'es king of Persia, Ezra the cereal offerings and their drink offer 

son of Serai'ah, son of Azari'ah, son of ings, and you shall offer them upon the 
Hilki'ah, 2 son of Shallum, son of altar of the house of vour God which 
Zadok, son of Ahi'tub, .\son of Amari'- is in Jerusalem. I~ Wha.tever seems good 
ah, son of Azari'ah, son of Mera'ioth, to you and your brethren to do with the 
4 son of Zerahi'ah, son of Uzzi, son of rest of the silver and gold, you may do, 
Bukki, s son of Abishu'a, son of Phin'- according to the will of your God. 
ehas, son of Elea'zar, son of Aaron the 19 The vessels that have been given you 
chief priest- 6 this Ezra went up from for the service of the house of vour God, 
Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the you shall deliver before the God of 
law of Moses which the LORD the God Jerusalem. 20And whatever else is re
of Israel had given; and the king quired for the house of your God, 
granted him all that he asked, for the which you have occasion to provide, you 
hand of the LORD his God was upon may provide it out of the king's 
him. treasury. 

7 And there went up also to Jeru- 21 "And I, Ar-ta-xerx'es the king, 
salem, in the seventh year of Ar-ta- make a decree to all the treasurers in the 
11 Vg Sec Syr: Heb 1hat was th!! f01mdat10P1 of tlit· goi11g up ·1 Aram adds a word of uncertain meaning 
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province Beyond the River: Whatever Ebed the son of Jonathan, and with him 
Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of fifty men. 7 Of the sons of Elam, Jeshai'
the God of heaven, requires of you, be ah the son of Athali'ah, and with him 
it done with all diligence, 22 up to a seventy men. 8 Of the sons of Shephati'
hundred talents of silver, a hundred ah, Zebadi'ah the son of Michael, and 
cors of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, with him eighty men. 9 Of the sons of 
a hundred baths of oil, and salt without Jo'ab, Obadi'ah the son of Jehi'el, and 
prescribing how much. 23 Whatever is with him two hundred and eighteen 
commanded by the God of heaven, let men. 10 Of the sons of Bani,J Shelo'
it be done in full for the house of the mith the son of Josiphi'ah, and with 
God of heaven, lest his wrath be him a hundred and sixty men. 11 Of the 
against the realm of the king and his sons of Be'bai, Zechari'ah, the son of 
sons. 24 We also notify you that it shall Be'bai, and with him twenty-eight men. 
not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, 12 Of the sons of Azgad, Joha'nan the 
or toll upon any one of the priests, the son of Hak'katan, and with him a hun
Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, dred and ten men. 13 Of the sons of 
the temple servants, or other servants of Adoni'kam, those who came later, their 
this house of God. names being Eliph'elet, Jeu'el, and 

25 "And you, Ezra, according to the Shemai'ah, and with them sixty men. 
wisdom of your God which is in your 14 Of the sons of Big'vai, Uthai and 
hand, appoint magistrates and judges Zaccur, and with them seventy men. 
who may judge all the people in the 15 I gathered them to the river that 
province Beyond the River, all such as runs to Aha'va, and there we encamped 
know the laws of your God; and those three days. As I reviewed the people and 
who do not know them, you shall teach. the priests, I found there none of the 
26 Whoever will not obey the law of your sons of Levi. 16 Then I sent for Elie'zer, 
God and the law of the king, let judg- Ar'i-el, Shemai'ah, Elna'than, Jarib, 
ment be strictly executed upon him, Elna'than, Nathan, Zechari'ah, and 
whether for death or for banishment or Meshul'lam, leading men, and for 
for confiscation of his goods or for Joi'arib and Elna'than, who were men of 
imprisonment." insight, 11 and sent them to Iddo, the 

27 Blessed be the LORD, the God of leading man at the place Casiph'ia, 
our fathers, who put such a thing as telling them what to say to Iddo and 
this into the heart of the king, to his brethren the temple servantsk at 
beautify the house of the LORD which the place Casiph'ia, namely, to send us 
is in Jerusalem, 28 and who extended to ministers for the house of our God. 
me his steadfast love before the king and 18And by the good hand of our God 
his counselors, and before all the king's upon us, they brought us a man of dis
mighty officers. I took courage, for the cretion, of the sons of Mahli the son of 
hand of the LORD my God was upon Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebi'ah 
me, and I gathered leading men from with his sons and kinsmen, eighteen; 
Israel to go up with me. 19 also Hashabi'ah and with him Je-

8 These are the heads of their fa- shai'ah of the sons of Merar'i, with 
thers' houses, and this is the his kinsmen and their sons, twenty; 

genealogy of those who went up with 20 besides two hundred and twenty of 
me from Babylonia, in the reign of Ar- the temple servants, whom David and 
ta-xcrx'cs the king: 2 Of the sons of his officials had set apart to attend the 
Phin'ehas, Gcrshom. Of the sons of Levites. These were all mentioned by 
Ith'amar, Daniel. Of the sons of David, name. 
Hattush, .1 of the sons of Shecani'ah. Of 21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at 
the sons of Parosh, Zechari'ah, with the river Aha'va, that we might humble 
whom were registered one hundred and ourselves before our God, to seek from 
fifty men. 4 Of the sons of Pa'hath- him a straight way for ourselves, our 
mo'ab, El'ieho-e'nai the son of Zerahi' - children, and all our goods. 22 For I was 
ah, and with him two hundred men. ashamed to ask the king for a band of 
5 Of the sons of Zattu,i Shecani'ah the soldiers and horsemen to protect us 
son of Jahazi'el, and with him three against the enemy on our way; since we 
hundred men. 6 Of the sons of Adin, had told the king, "The hand of our 
1 Gk I Esdras 8.32: Heb lucks of Zauu j Gk I Esdras 8.36: Heb lacks Ba"i Ir. Heb nerhimm 
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God is for good upon all that seek him, also delivered the king's commissions to 
and the power of his wrath is against all the king's satraps and to the governors 
that forsake him." 2.1 So we fasted and of the province Beyond the River; and 
besought our God for this, and he they aided the people and the house of 
listened to our entreaty. God. 

24 Then I set apart twelve of the 9 After these things had been done, 
leading priests: Sherebi'ah, Hashabi'ah, the officials approached me and 
and ten of their kinsmen with them. said, "The people of Israel and the 
2SAnd I weighed out to them the silver priests and the Levites have not sepa
and the gold and the vessels, the offering rated themselves from the peoples of 
for the house of our God which the king the lands with their abominations, from 
and his counselors and his lords and all the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per' -
Israel there present had offered; 26 I izzites, the Jeb'usites, the Ammonites, 
weighed out into their hand six hundred the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the 
and fifty talents of silver, and silver Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of 
vessels worth a hundred talents, and a their daughters to be wives for them
hundred talents of gold, 27 twenty bowls selves and for their sons; so that the 
of gold worth a thousand darics, and holy race has mixed itself with the 
two vessels of fine bright bronze as peoples of the lands. And in this faith
precious as gold. 28And I said to them, lessness the hand of the officials and 
"You are holy to the LORD, and the chief men has been foremost." 3 When I 
vessels are holy; and the silver and the heard this, I rent my garments and my 
gold are a freewill offering to the LORD, mantle, and pulled hair from my head 
the God of your fathers. 29 Guard them and beard, and sat appalled. 4 Then all 
and keep them until you weigh them who trembled at the words of the God 
before the chief priests and rhe Levites of Israel, because of the faithlessness 
and the heads of fathers' houses in of the returned exiles, gathered round 
Israel at Jerusalem, within the chambers me while I sat appalled until the eve
of the house of the LORD." 30 So the ning sacrifice. 5And at the evening 
priests and the Levites took over the sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with 
weight of the silver and the gold and the my garments and my mantle rent, and 
vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem, to fell upon my knees and spread out my 
the house of our God. hands to the LORD my God, 6 saying: 

31 Then we departed from the river "O my God, I am ashamed and 
Aha'va on the twelfth day of the first blush to lift my face to thee, my God, 
month, to go to Jerusalem; the hand of for our iniquities have risen higher than 
our God was upon us, and he delivered our heads, and our guilt has mounted up 
us from the hand of the enemy and from to the heavens. 7 From the days of our 
ambushes by the way .. 12 We came to fathers to this day we have been in great 
Jerusalem, and there we remained three guilt; and for our iniquities we, our 
days. JJ On the fourth day, within the kings, and our priests have been given 
house of our God, the silver and the into the hand of the kings of the lands, 
gold and the vessels were weighed into to the sword, to captivity, to plundering, 
the hands of Mcr'emoth the priest, son and to utter shame, as at this day. s But 
ofUri'ah, and with him was Elea'zar the now for a brief moment favor has been 
son of Phin'ehas, and with them were shown by the LORD our God, to leave 
the Levites, Jo'zabad the son of Jeshua us a remnant, and to give us a secure 
and No-adi'ah the son of Bin'nui. hold1 within his holy place, that our 
.14 The whole was counted and weighed, God may brighten our eyes and grant 
and the weight of everything was us a little reviving in our bondage. 9 For 
recorded. we are bondmen; yet our God has not 

35 At that time those who had come forsaken us in our bondage, but has 
from captivity, the returned exiles, extended to us his steadfast love befon: 
offered burnt offerings to the God of the kings of Persia, to grant us some 
Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety- reviving to set up the house of our God, 
six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and as a to repair its ruins, and to give us protec
sin offering twelve he-goats; all this was tion"' in Judea and Jerusalem. 
a burnt offering to the LORD. 36 They 10 "And now, 0 our God, what shall 
1 Heb nail or tent-pin m Heb a wall 
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we say after this? For we have forsaken chamber of Jehoha'nan the son of 
thy commandments, 11 which thou didst Eli'ashib, where he spent the night," 
command by thy servants the prophets, neither eating bread nor drinking water; 
saying, 'The land which you are enter- for he was mourning over the faithless
ing, to take possession of it, is a land ness of the exiles. 7And a proclamation 
unclean with the pollutions of the peo- was made throughout Judah and Jeru
ples of the lands, with their abomina- salem to all the returned exiles that they 
tions which have filled it from end to should assemble at Jerusalem, 'and 
end with their uncleanness. 12 Therefore that if any one did not come within 
give not your daughters to their sons, three days, by order of the officials and 
neither take their daughters for your the elders all his property should be for
sons, and never seek their peace or feited, and lie himself banned from the 
prosperity, that you may be strong, and congregation of the exiles. 
eat the good of the land, and leave it for 9 Then all the men of Judah and 
an inheritance to your children for ever.' Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem with
BAnd after all that has come upon us for in the three days; it was the ninth 
our evil deeds and for our great guilt, month, on the twentieth day of the 
seeing that thou, our God, hast pun- month. And all the people sat in the 
ished us less than our iniquities de- open ~quare before the house of God, 
served and hast given us such a remnant trembling because of this matter and 
as this, 14 shall we break thy command- because of the heavy rain. IOAnd Ezra 
ments again and intermarry with the the priest stood up and said to them, 
peoples who practice these abomina- "You have trespassed and married 
tions? Wouldst thou not be angry with foreign women, and so increased the 
us till thou wouldst consume us, so that guilt of Israel. 11 Now then make con
there should be no remnant, nor any to fession to the LORD the God of your 
escape? 15 0 LORD the God of Israel, fathers, and do his will; separate your
thou art just, for we are left a remnant selves from the peoples of the land and 
that has escaped, as at this day. Behold, from che foreign wives." 12 Then all the 
we are before thee in our guilt, for assembly answered with a loud voice, 
none can stand before thee because of "It is so; we muse do as you have said. 
this." 13 But the people are many, and it is a 

lo While Ezra prayed and made time of heavy rain; we cannot stand in 
confession, weeping and casting the open. Nor is this a work for one day 

himself down before the house of God, or for two; for we have greatly trans
a very great assembly of men, women, gressed in this matter. 14 Let our offi
and children, gathered to him out of cials stand for the whole assembly; ler 
Israel; for the people wept bitterly. all in our cities who have taken foreign 
2And Shecani'ah the son of Jehi'el, of wives come at appointed times, and 
che sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: "We with them the eld~rs and judges of every 
have broken faith with our God and city, till the fierce wrath of our God over 
have married foreign women from the this matter be averted from us." 15 Only 
peoples of the land, but even now there Jonathan the son of As'ahel and Jahzei'
is hope for Israel in spite of this. ah the son of Tikvah opposed this, and 
3 Therefore let us make a covenant with Meshul'lam and Shab'bethai the Levite 
our God to put away all these wives and supported them. 
their children, according to the counsel 16 Then the returned exiles did so. 
of my lord and of those who tremble at Ezra the priest selected men, 0 heads of 
the commandment of our God; and let fathers' houses, according to their 
it be done according to the law. 4Arise, fathers' houses, each of them designated 
for it is your task, and we are with you; by name. On the first day of the tenth 
be strong and do it." 5 Then Ezra arose month they sat down to examine the 
and made the leading priests and Le- matter; I 7 and by the first day of the 
vites and all Israel take oath that they first month they had come to the end of 
would do as had been said. So they took all the men who had married foreign 
the oath. women. 

6 Then Ezra withdrew from before 18 Of the sons of the priests who had 
the house of God, and went to the married foreign women were found Ma
,, I Esdras 9.2: Heb where he wem 0 I Esdras 9. 16 Syr: Heb a,,d th11re were selected Ezra, etc. 
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asei'ah, Elie'zer, Jarib, and Gedali'ah, nan, Hanani'ah, Zab'bai, and Ath'lai. 
ofthesonsofJeshuathesonofJo'zadak 290f the sons of Bani were Meshul'
and his brethren. 19 They pledged lam, Malluch, Adai'ah, Jashub, She'
themselves to put away their wives, and al, and Jer'emoth. 30 Of the sons of 
their guilt offering was a ram of the Pa'hath-mo'ab: Adna, Chelal, Benai'
flock for their guilt. 20 Of the sons of ah, Ma-asei'ah, Mattani'ah, Bez'alel, 
Immer: Hana'ni and Zebadi'ah. 21 Of Bin'nui, and Manas'seh. 31 Of the sons 
the sons of Harim: Ma-asei'ah, Eli'jah, of Harim: Elie'zer, Isshi'jah, Malchi' -
Shemai'ah, Jehi'el, and Uzzi'ah. 22 Of jah, Shemai'ah, Shim'e-on, 32 Ben
the sons of Pashhur: Eli-o-e'nai, Ma- jamin, Malluch, and Shemari'ah. 33 Of 
asei'ah, Ish'mael, Nethan'el, Jo'zabad, the sons of Hashum: Matte'nai, Mat'
and Ela'sah. tattah, Zabad, Eliph'elet, Jer'emai, 

23 Of the Levites: Jo'zabad, Shim'- Manas'seh, and Shim'e-i. 34 Of the sons 
e-i, Kelai'ah (that is, Keli'ta), Peth- of Bani: Ma-ada'i, Amram, Uel, 35 Ben
ahi'ah, Judah, and Elie'zer. 24 Of the ai'ah, Bedei'ah, Chel'uhi, 36 Vani'ah, 
singers: Eli'ashib. Of the gatekeepers: Mer'emoth, Eli'ashib, 37 Mattani'ah, 
Shallum, Telem, and Uri. Matte'nai, Ja'asu. 38 Of the sons of 

25 And of Israel: of the sons of Bin'nui :q Shim'e-i, 39 Shelemi'ah, Na
Parosh: Rami'ah, Izzi'ah, Malchi'jah, than, Adai'ah, 40 Machnad'ebai, Sha
Mi'jamin, Elea'zar, Hashabi'ah,P and shai, Sha'rai, 4IAz'arel, Shelemi'ah, 
Benai'ah. 26 Of the sons of Elam: Shemari'ah, 42 Shallum, Amari'ah, and 
Manani'ah, Zechari'ah, Jehi'el, Abdi, Joseph. 43 Of the sons of Nebo: Je-i'el, 
Jer'emoth, and Eli'jah, 27 Of the sons Mattithi'ah, Zabad, Zebi'na, Jaddai, 
of Zattu: Eli-o-e'nai, Eli'ashib, Mat- Jo' el, and Benai'ah. 44All these had 
tani'ah, Jer'emoth, Zabad, and Azi'za. married foreign women, and they put 
28 Of the sons of Be'bai were Jehoha'- them away with their children.' 

THE BOOK OF 

NEHEMIAH 

1 The words of Nehemi'ah the son 
of Hacali'ah. 

Now it happened in the month of 
Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was 
in Susa the capital, 2 that Hana'ni, one 
of my brethren, came with certain men 
out of Judah; and I asked them con
cerning the Jews that survived, who had 
escaped exile, and concerning Jeru
salem. 3And they said to me, "The 
survivors there in the province who 
escaped exile are in great trouble and 
shame; the wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates are destroyed by 
fire." 

4 When I heard these words I sat 
down and wept, and mourned for days ; 
and I continued fasting and praying be
fore the God of heaven. s And I said, "O 
LORD God of heaven, the great and 
terrible God who keeps covenant and 
steadfast love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments; 6 let thy 

ear be attentive, and thy eyes open, to 
hear the prayer of thy servant which I 
now pray before thee day and night for 
the people of Israel thy servants, con
fessing the sins of the people of Israel. 
which we have sinned against thee. 
Yea, I and my father's house ha\'c 
sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly 
against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the 
ordinances which thou didst command 
thy servant Moses. 8 Remember the 
word which thou didst command thY 
servant Moses, saying, 'If you are un·
faithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples; 9 but if you return to me and 
keep my commandments and do them, 
though your dispersed be under the 
farthest skies, I will gather them thence 
and bring them to the place which I 
have chosen, to make my name dwell 
there.' 10 They are thy servants and thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed by 
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thv great power and by thy strong hand. night, I and a few men with me; and I 
11 b Lord, let thy ear be attentive to the told no one what my God had put into 
prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was 
of thy servants who delight to fear thy no beast with me but the beast on which 
name; and give success to thy servant I rode. 13 I went out by night by the 
today, and grant him mercy in the sight Valley Gate to the Jackal's Well and to 
of this man." the Dung Gate, and I inspected the 

Now I was cupbearer to the king. walls of Jerusalem which were broken 

2 In the month of Nisan, in the down and its gates which had been 
twentieth year of King Ar-ta- destroyed by fire. 14 Then I went on to 

xerx'es, when wine was before him, I the Fountain Gate and to the King's 
took up the wine and gave it to the king. Pool; but there was no place for the 
Now I had not been sad in his presence. beast that was under me to pass. 
2And che king said to me, "Why is your IS Then I went up in the night by the 
face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is valley and inspected the wall; and I 
nothing else but sadness of the heart." turned back and entered by the Valley 
Then I wa,, very much afraid. 3 I said to Gate, and so returned. 16And the 
the king, "Let the king live for ever 1 officials did not know where I had gone 
Why should not my face be sad, when or what I was doing; and I had not yet 
the city, the place of my fathers' sepul- told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, 
chres, lies waste, and its gates have been the officials, and the rest that were to do 
destroyed by fire?" 4 Then the king said the work. 
to me, "For what do you make re- 17 Then I said to them, "You see the 
quest?" So I prayed to the God of trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in 
heaven. 5And I said to the king, "If it ruins with its gates burned. Come, let 
pkases the king, and if your servant has us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we 
found favor in your sight, that you send may no longer suffer disgrace." 18And I 
me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' told them of the hand of my God which 
sepulchres, that I may rebuild it." 6And had been upon me for good, and also of 
the king said to me (the queen sitting the words which the king had spoken to 
beside him), "How long will you be me. And they said, "Let us rise up and 
gone, and when will you return?" So it build." So they strengthened their 
pleased the king to send me; and I set hands for the good work. 19 But when 
him a time. 7And I said to the king, Sanbal'lat the Hor'onite and Tobi'ah 
"If it pleases the king, let letters be the servant, the Ammonite, and Ge
given me to the governors of the shem the Arab heard of it, they derided 
province Beyond the River, that they us and despised us and said, "What is 
may let me pass through until I come this thing that you are doing? Are you 
to Judah; K and a letter to Asaph, the rebelling against the king?" 20 Then I 
keeper of the king's forest, that he may replied to them, "The God of heaven 
give me timber to make beams for the will make us prosper, and we his serv
gates of the fortress of the temple, and ants will arise and build; but you have 
for the wall of the city, and for the no portion or right or memorial in 
house which I shall occupy." And the Jerusalem." 
king granted me what I asked, for the 3 Then Eli'ashib the high priest rose 
good hand of my God was upon me. up with his brethren the priests and 

9 Then I came to the governors of they built the Sheep Gate. They con
the province Beyond the River, and secrated it and set its doors; they con
gave them the king's letters. Now the secrated it as far as the Tower of the 
king had sent with me officers of the Hundred, as far as the Tower of 
army and horsemen. 10 But when San- Han'anel. 2And next to him the men of 
bal'lat the Hor'onite and Tobi'ah the Jericho built. And next to them" Zaccur 
servant, the Ammonite, heard this, it the son of Imri built. 
displeased them greatly that some one 3 And the sons of Hassena'ah built 
had come to seek the welfare of the the Fish Gate; they laid its beams and 
children of Israel. set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 

11 So I came to Jerusalem and was 4And next to them Mer'emoth the son 
there three days. 12 Then I arose in the of Uri'ah, son of Hakkoz repaired. And 

11 Heb him 
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next to them Meshul 'lam the son of the Levites repaired: Rehwn the son of 
Berechi'ah, son of Meshez'abel re- Bani; next to him Hashabi'ah, ruler of 
paired. And next to them Zadok the son half the district ofd Kei'lah, repaired for 
of Ba'ana repaired. SAnd next to them his district. 18After him their brethren 
the Teko'ites repaired; but their nobles repaired: Bav'vai the son of Hen'adad, 
did not put their necks to the work of ruler of half the district of'' Kei'lah; 
their Lord.b 19 next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, 

6 And Joi'ada the son of Pase'ah and ruler of Mizpah, repaired another 
Meshul'lam the son of Besodei'ah re- section opposite the ascent to the 
paired the Old Gate; they laid its beams armory at the Angle. 20After him 
and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. Baruch the son of Zab'bai repaired 
7And next to them repaired Melati'ah another section from the Angle to the 
the Gib'eonite and Jadon the Meron'- door of the house of Eli'ashib the high 
othite, the men of Gibeon and of Miz- priest. 21After him Mer'emoth the son 
pah, who were under the jurisdiction of of Uri'ah, son of Hakkoz repaired an
the governor of the province Beyond the other section from the door of the house 
River. H Next to them Uz'ziel the son of of Eli'ashib to the end of the house of 
Harhai'ah, goldsmiths, repaired. Next Eli'ashib. 22After him the priests, the 
to him Hanani'ah, one of the perfwners, men of the Plain, repaired. 23After them 
repaired; and they restoredc Jerusalem Benjamin and Hasshub repaired op
as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Next to them posite their house. After them Azari'ah 
Repha'iah the son of Hur, ruler of half the son of Ma-asei'ah, son of Anani'ah 
the district ofd Jerusalem, repaired. repaired beside his own house. 24After 
10 Next to them Jedai'ah the son of him Bin'nui the son of Hen'adad re
Haru'maph repaired opposite his house; paired another section, from the house 
and next to him Hattush the son of of Azari'ah to the Angle 25 and to the 
Hashabnei'ah repaired. 11 Malchi'jah comer. Palal the son of Uzai repaired 
the son of Harim and Hasshub the son opposite the Angle and the tower pro
of Pa'hath-mo'ab repaired another sec- jeering from the upper house of the king 
tion and the Tower of the Ovens. at the court of the guard. After him 
12 Next to him Shallum the son of Peda'iah the son of Parosh 26 and the 
Hallo'hesh, ruler of half the district ofd temple servants living' on Ophel re
Jerusalem, repaired, he and his <laugh- paired to a point opposite the Water 
ters. Gate on the east and the projecting 

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of tower. 27After him the Teko'ites re
Zano'ah repaired the Valley Gate; they paired another section opposite the 
rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and great projecting tower as far as the wall 
its bars, and repaired a thousand cubits of Ophel. 
of the wall, as far as the Dung Gate. 28 Above the Horse Gate the priests 

14 Malchi'jah the son of Rechab, repaired, each one opposite his own 
ruler of the district ofd Beth-hac- house. 29After them Zadok the son of 
che'rem, repaired the Dung Gate; he lmmer repaired opposite his own house. 
rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and After him Shemai'ah the son of She
its bars. cani 'ah, the keeper of the East Gate, 

15 And Shallwn the son of Col- repaired, .10After him Hanani'ah the son 
ho'zeh, ruler of the district ofd Mizpah, of Shelemi'ah and Hanun the sixth son 
repaired the Fountain Gate; he rebuilt of Zalaph repaired another section. 
it and covered it and set its doors, its After him Meshul'lam the son of 
bolts, and its bars; and he built the wall Berechi'ah repaired opposite his cham
of the Pool of Shelah of the king's gar- ber. 31After him Malchi'jah, one of the 
den, as far as the stairs that go down goldsmiths, repaired as far as the house 
from the City of David. 16After him of the temple servants and of the mer
Nehemi'ah the son of Azbuk, ruler of chants, opposite the Muster Gate/ and 
half the district ofd Beth-zur, repaired to the upper chamber of the comer. 
to a point opposite the sepulchres of .IZf\nd between the upper chamber of 
David, to the artificial pool, and to the the corner and the Sheep Gate the gold
house of the mighty men. 17After him smiths and the merchants repaired. 
b Or lords c Or aba11doned d Or foreman of half the portio11 assign.:d 10 " Cn: Heb were /i•f'ing 
f Or Hammiphkad Gate 
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4" Now when Sanbal'lat heard that your sons, your daughters, your wives, 
we were building the wall, he was and your homes." 

angry and greatly enraged, and he 15 When our enemies heard that it 
ridiculed the Jews. 2And he said in the was known to us and that God had 
presence of his brethren and of the frustrated their plan, we all returned to 
army of Samar'ia, "What are these the wall, each to his work. 16 From that 
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore day on, half of my servants worked on 
things? Will they sacrifice? Will they construction, and half held the spears, 
finish up in a day? Will they revive the shields, bows, and coats of mail; and 
stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and the leaders stood behind all the house 
burned ones at that?" 3 Tobi'ah the of Judah, 17 who were building on the 
Ammonite was by him, and he said, wall. Those who carried burdens were 
"Yes, what they are building-if a fox laden in such a way that each with one 
goes up on it he will break down their hand labored on the work and with the 
stone wall!" 4 Hear, 0 our God, for we other held his weapon. l 8And each of 
are despised; turn back their taunt upon the builders had his sword girded at his 
their own heads, and give them up to be side while he built. The man who 
plundered in a land where they are cap- sounded the trumpet was beside me. 
tives. s Do not cover their guilt, and let 19And I said to the nobles and to the 
not their sin be blotted out from thy officials and to the rest of the people, 
sight; for they have provoked thee to "The work is great and widely spread, 
anger before the builders. and we are separated on the wall, far 

6 So we built the wall; and all the from one another. 20 In the place where 
wall was joined together to half its you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally 
height. For the people had a mind to to us there. Our God will fight for us." 
work. 21 So we labored at the work, and 

7" But when Sanbal'lat and Tobi'ah half of them held the spears from the 
and the Arabs and the Ammonites and break of dawn till the stars came out. 
the Ash'dodites heard that the repairing 22 I also said to the people at that time, 
of the walls of Jerusalem was going "Let every man and his servant pass the 
forward and that the breaches were be- night within Jerusalem, that they may 
ginning to be closed, they were very be a guard for us by night and may 
angry; Hand they all plotted together to labor by day." 23 So neither I nor my 
come and fight against Jerusalem and to brethren nor my servants nor the men 
cause confusion in it. 9And we prayed of the guard who followed me, none of 
to our God, and set a guard as a protec- us took off our clothes; each kept his 
tion against them day and night. weapon in his hand.' 

10 But Judah said, "The strength of 5 Now there arose a great outcry of 
the burden-bearers is failing, and there the people and of their wives against 
is much rubbish; we are not able to their Jewish brethren. 2 For there were 
work on the wall." llAnd our enemies those who said, "With our sons and our 
said, "They will not know or see till we daughters, we are many; let us get 
come into the midst of them and kill grain, that we may cat and keep alive." 
them and stop the work." 12 When the J There were also those who said, "We 
Jews who lived by them came they said are mortgaging our fields, our vine
to us ten times, "From all the places yards, and our houses to get grain be
wherc they live' they will come up cause of the famine." 4And there were 
against us."i I.I So in the lowest parts of those who said, "We have borrowed 
the space behind the wall, in open money for the king's tax upon our fields 
places, I stationed the people according and our vineyards. s Now our flesh is as 
to their families, with their swords, the flesh of our brethren, our children 
their spears, and their bows. 14And I are as their children; yet we are forcing 
looked, and arose, and said to the nobles our sons and our daughters to be slaves, 
and to the officials and to the rest of the and some of our daughters have already 
people, "Do not be afraid of them. been enslaved; but it is not in our 
Remember the Lord, who is great and power to help it, for other men have our 
terrible, and fight for your brethren, fields and our vineyards." 
~ ~h l. 3 3 in Heb. h Ch 4.1 in Heb 1 Cn: Heb you re1urn J Compare Gk Syr: Heb uncertain 
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6 I was very angry when I heard their 

outcry and these words. 7 I took counsel 
with myself, and I brought charges 
against the nobles and the officials. I 
said to them, "You arc exacting interest, 
each from his brother." And I held a 
great assembly against them, 8 and said 
to them, "We, as far as we arc able, have 
bought back our Jewish brethren who 
have been sold to the nations; but you 
even sell your brethren that they may 
be sold to us!" They were silent, and 
could not find a word to say. 9 So I said, 
"The thing that you are doing is not 
good. Ought you not to walk in the fear 
of our God to prevent the taunts of the 
nations our enemies? IO Moreover I and 
my brethren and my servants are lend
ing them money and grain. Let us leave 
off this interest. 11 Return to them this 
very day their fields, their vineyards, 
their olive orchards, and their houses, 
and the hundredth of money, grain, 
wine, and oil which you have been ex
acting of them." 12 Then they said, "We 
will restore these and require nothing 
from them. We will do as you say." 
And I called the priests, and took an 
oath of them to do as they had prom
ised. I.I I also shook out my lap and said, 
"So may God shake out every man from 
his house and from his labor who does 
not perform this promise. So may he be 
shaken out and emptied." And all the 
assembly said "Amen" and praised the 
LORD. And the people did as they had 
promised. 

14 Moreover from the time that I 
was appointed to be their governor in 
the land of Judah, from the twentieth 
year to the thirty-second year of Ar
ta-xerx 'es the king, twelve years, 
neither I nor my brethren ate the food 
allowance of the governor. 15 The 
former governors who were before me 
laid heavy burdens upon the people, 
and took from them food and wine, 
besides forty shekels of silver. Even 
their servants lorded it over the people. 
But I did not do so, because of the fear 
of God. lo I also held to the work on this 
wall, and acquired no land; and all my 
servants were gathered there for the 
work. 17 Moreover there were at my 
table a hundred and fifty men, Jews and 
officials, besides those who came to us 
from the nations which were about us. 
18 Now that which was prepared for one 
1 Heb <i!lilmw 

day was one ox and six choice sheep; 
fowls likewise were prepared for me, 
and every ten days skins of wine in 
abundanc.:; yet with all this I did not 
demand the food allowance of the 
governor, because the servitude was 
heavy upon this people. 19 Remember 
for my good, 0 my God, all that I have 
done for this people. 

6 Now when it was reported to 
Sanbal'lat and Tobi'ah and tn 

Geshem the Arab and to the rest of our 
enemies that I had built the wall and 
that there was no breach left in it (al
though up to that time I had not set up 
the doors in the gates), 2 Sanbal'lat and 
Geshem sent to me, saying, "Come and 
let us meet together in one of the vil
lages in the plain of Ono." But they in
tended to do me harm. JAnd I sent 
messengers to them, saying, "I am do
ing a great work and I cannot come 
down. Why should the work stop whik 
I leave it and come down to you?" ~And 
they sent to me four times in this way 
and I answered them in the same 
manner. 5 In the same way Sanbal'lat 
for the fifth time sent his servant to me 
with an open letter in his hand. 0 In it 
was written, "It is reported among the 
nations, and Geshem1 also says it, that 
you and the Jews intend to rebel; that 
is why you are building the wall; and 
you wish to become their king, accord· 
ing to this report. 7 And you ha\·e also 
set up prophets to proclaim concerning 
you in Jerusalem, 'There is a king in 
Judah.' And now it will be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
So now come, and let us take counsel 
together." 8 Then I sent to him, saying. 
"No such things as you say ha\·e been 
done, for you are inventing them out nl 
your own mind." 9 For they all wanted 
to frighten us, thinking, "Their hands 
will drop from the work, and it will nnt 
be done." But now, 0 God, strengthen 
thou my hands. 

10 Now when I went into the house 
of Shemai'ah the son of Dela'iah, son 
of Mehet'abel, who was shut up, he 
said, "Let us meet together in the house 
of God, within the temple, and let us 
close the doors of the temple; for the~ 
are coming to kill you, at night they arc 
coming to kill you." 11 But I said. 
"Should such a man as I flee? And what 
man such as I could go into the tempk 
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and live?m I will not go in." 12And I 
understood, and saw that God had not 
sent him, but he had pronounced the 
prophecy against me because Tobi'ah 
and Sanbal 'lat had hired him. 13 For 
this purpose he was hired, that I should 
be afraid and act in this way and sin, and 
so they could give me an evil name, in 
order to taunt me. 14 Remember Tobi'
ah and Sanbal'lat, 0 my God, according 
to these things that they did, and also 
the prophetess No-adi'ah and the rest of 
the prophets who wanted to make me 
afraid. 

15 So the wall was finished on the 
twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in 
fifty-two days. 16And when all our 
enemies heard of it, all the nations 
round a bout us were afraid" and fell 
greatly in their own esteem; for they 
perceived that this work had been ac
complished with the help of our God. 
17 Moreover in those days the nobles of 
Judah sent many letters to Tobi'ah, and 
Tobi'ah's letters came to them. 18 For 
many in Judah were bound by oath to 
him, because he was the son-in-law of 
Shecani'ah the son of Arah: and his son 
Jehoha'nan had taken the daughter of 
Meshul'lam the son of Berechi'ah as his 
wife. l"Also they spoke of his good 
deeds in my presence, and reported my 
words to him. And Tobi'ah sent letters 
to make me afraid. 

7 Now when the wall had been built 
and I had set up the doors, and the 

gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites 
had been appointed, 2 I gave my brother 
Hana'ni and Hanani'ah the governor of 
the castle charge over Jerusalem, for he 
was a more faithful and God-fearing 
man than many. 3And I said to them, 
"Let not the gates of Jerusalem be 
opened until the sun is hot; and while 
they are still standing guard 0 let them 
shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards 
from among the inhabitants of Jeru
salem, each to his station and each op
posite his own house." 4 The city was 
wide and large, but the people within it 
were few and no houses had been built. 

5 Then God put it into my mind to 
assemble the nobles and the officials and 
the people to be enrolled by genealogy. 
And I found the book of the genealogy 
of those who came up at the first, and I 
found written in it: 

6 These were the people of the 
province who came up out of the 
captivity of those exiles whom Neb
uchadnez'zar the king of Babylon had 
carried into exile; they returned to 
Jerusalem and Judah, each to his town. 
7 They came with Zerub'babel, Jeshua, 
Nehemi'ah, Azari'ah, Ra-ami'ah, Na
ham'ani, Mor'decai, Bilshan, Mis'
pereth, Big'vai, Nehum, Ba'anah. 

The number of the men of the people 
of Israel: 8 the sons of Parosh, two 
thousand a hundred and seventy-two. 
9 The sons of Shephati'ah, three hun
dred and seventy-two. 10 The sons of 
Arah, six hundred and fifty-two. 11 The 
sons of Pa'hath-mo'ab, namely the sons 
of Jeshua and Jo'ab, two thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen. 12 The sons of 
Elam, a thousand two hundred and 
fifty-four. 13 The sons of Zattu, eight 
hundred and forty-five. 14 The sons of 
Zac'cai, seven hundred and sixty. 
15 The sons of Bin'nui, six hundred and 
forty-eight. 16 The sons of Be'bai, six 
hundred and twenty-eight. 17 The sons 
of Azgad, two thousand three hundred 
and twenty-two. 18 The sons of Adoni'
kam, six hundred and sixty-seven. 
19 The sons of Big'vai, two thousand 
and sixty-seven. 20 The sons of Adin, 
six hundred and fifty-five. 21 The sons 
of Ater, namely of Hezeki'ah, ninety
eight. 22 The sons of Hashum, three 
hundred and twenty-eight. 2.1 The sons 
of Be'zai, three hundred and twenty
four. 24 The sons of Hariph, a hundred 
and twelve. 25 The sons of Gibeon, 
ninety-five. 26 The men of Bethlehem 
and Netoph'ah, a hundred and eighty
eight. 27 The men of An'athoth, a hun
dred and twenty-eight. 28 The men of 
Beth-az'maveth, forty-two. 29 The men 
of Kir'iath-je'arim, Chephi'rah, and 
Be-er'oth, seven hundred and forty
three .. 10 The men of Ramah and Geba, 
six hundred and twenty-one. .11 The 
men of Michmas, a hundred and 
twenty-two. 32 The men of Bethel and 
Ai, a hundred and twenty-three. 33 The 
men of the other Nebo, fifty-two. 
34 The sons of the other Elam, a thou
sand two hundred and fifty-four. 35 The 
sons of Harim, three hundred and 
twenty. 36 The sons of Jericho, three 
hundred and forty-five. 37 The sons of 
Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred 
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and twenty-one. 3B The sons of Sena'ah, of Barzil'lai the Gilead.ice and was called 
three thousand nine hundred and thirty. by their name). 64 These sought their 

39 The priests: the sons of Jedai'ah, registration among those enrolled in the 
namely the house of Jeshua, nine hun- genealogies, but it was not found there, 
dred and seventy-three. 40 The sons of so they were excluded from the priest
Immer, a thousand and fifty-two. 41 The hood as unclean; 65 the governor told 
sons of Pashhur, a thousand two hun- them that they were not to partake of 
dred and forty-seven. 42 The sons of the most holy food, until a priest with 
Harim, a thousand and seventeen. Urirn and Thummirn should arise. 

43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, 66 The whole assembly together was 
namely of Kad'mi-el of the sons of forty-two thousand three hundred and 
Ho'devah, seventy-four. 44 The singers: sixty, 67 besides their menservants and 
the sons of Asaph, a hundred and forty- maidservants, of whom there were 
eight. 45 The gatekeepers: the sons of seven thousand three hundred and 
Shall um, the sons of Ater, the sons of chirty-seven; and they had cwo hundred 
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of and forty-five singers, male and female. 
Hati'ta, the sons of Sho'bai, a hundred 68 Their horses were seven hundred and 
and thirty-eight. thirty-six, their mules two hundred and 

46 The temple servants :P the sons of forty-five,Q 69 their camels four hundred 
Ziha, the sons of Hasu'pha, the sons and thirty-five, and their asses six thou
of Tabba'oth, 47 the sons of Keros, the sand seven hundred and twenty. 
sons of Si'a, the sons of Padon, 48 the 70 Now some of the heads of fathers' 
sons of Leba'na, the sons of Hag'aba, houses gave to the work. The governor 
the sons of Shalmai, 49 the sons of gave to the treasury a thousand darics of 
Hanan, the sons of Giddel, the sons of gold, fifty basins, five hundred and 
Gahar, 50 the sons of Re-ai'ah, the sons thirty priests' garments. 7IAnd some of 
of Rezin, che sons of Neko'da, 51 the the heads of fathers' houses gave into 
sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the the treasury of the work twenty thou
sons of Pase' ah, 52 the sons of Besai, the sand darics of gold and two thousand 
sons of Me-u'nim, the sons of Ne- two hundred minas of silver. 72And 
phush'esim, 5.l the sons of Bakbuk, che what the rest of the people gave wa' 
sons of Haku'pha, the sons of Harhur, twenty thousand darics of gold, cwo 
54 the sons of Bazlith, the sons of thousand rninas of silver, and sixty
Mehi 'da, the sons of Harsha, 55 the sons seven priests' garments. 
of Barkos, the sons of Sis'era, the sons 73 So the priests, the Levites, the 
of Temah, 56 the sons of Nezi'ah, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the 
sons of Hati'pha. people, the temple servants, and all 

57 The sons of Solomon's servants: Israel, lived in their towns. 
the sons of So'tai, the sons of So'- And when the seventh month had 
phereth, the sons of Peri'da, 58 the sons come, the children of Israel were in 
of Ja'ala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of 8 their towns. 'And all the peopk 
Giddel, 59 the sons of Shephati'ah, the gathered as one man into the squar<' 
sons of Hatti!, the sons of Po'chereth- before the Water Gate; and they told 
hazzeba'im, the sons of Amon. Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the 

60 All the temple servants and the law of Moses which the LORD had given 
sons of Solomon's servants were three to Israel. 2And Ezra the priest brought 
hundred and ninety-two. the law before the assembly, both men 

61 The following were those who and women and all who could hear with 
came up from Tel-me'lah, Tel-har'sha, understanding, on the first day of the 
Cherub, Addon, and Immer, but they seventh month. 3And he read from ic 
could nor prove their fathers' houses facing the square before the Water Gate 
nor their descent, whether they be- from early morning until midday, in the 
longed to Israel: 62 the sons of Dela'iah, presence of the men and the women and 
the sons of Tobi'ah, the sons of Neko'- those who could understand; and the 
da, six hundred and forty-two. 63Also, ears of all the people were attentive to 
of the priests: the sons of Hobai'ah, the the book of the law. 4And Ezra the 
sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzil'lai scribe stood on a wooden pulpit which 
(who had taken a wife of the daughters they had made for the purpose; and 
/J Heb ncth,-,1im '' Ezra 2.66 and the margins of some Hebrew Mss: Heb lacks rhelr hors.:s . . fort_v-fivc 
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beside him stood Mattithi'ah, Shema, make booths, as it is written." 16 So the 
Anai'ah, Uri'ah, Hilki'ah, and Ma- people went out and brought them and 
asei'ah on his right hand; and Peda'iah, made booths for themselves, each on his 
Mish'a-el, Malchi'jah, Hashum, Hash- roof, and in their courts and in the 
bad'danah, Zechari'ah, and Meshul'- courts of the house of God, and in the 
Jam on his left hand. SAnd Ezra opened square at the Water Gate and in the 
the book in the sight of all the people, square at the Gate of E'phraim. 17And 
for he was above all the people; and all the assembly of those who had re
when he opened it all the people stood. turned from the captivity made booths 
6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great and dwelt in the booths; for from the 
God; and all the people answered, days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that 
"Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands; day the people of Israel had not done 
and they bowed their heads and wor- so. And there was very great rejoicing. 
shiped the LORD with their faces to the I8And day by day, from the first day to 
ground. ?Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebi'ah, the last day, he read from the book of 
Jamin, Akkub, Shab'bethai, Hodi'ah, the law of God. They kept the feast 
Ma-asei'ah, Keli'ta, Azari'ah, Jo'zabad, seven days; and on the eighth day there 
Hanan, Pelai'ah, the Levites,'" helped was a solemn assembly, according to the 
the people to understand the law, while ordinance. 
the people remained in their places. 9 Now on the twenty-fourth day of 
HAnd they read from the book, from the this month the people of Israel were 
law of God, clearly;·' and they gave the assembled with fasting and in sack
sense, so that the people understood the cloth, and with earth upon their heads. 
reading. 2And the Israelites separated them-

9 And Nehemi'ah, who was the selves from all foreigners, and stood and 
governor, and Ezra the priest and confessed their sins and the iniquities 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the of their fathers. 3And they stood up in 
people said to all the people, "This day their place and read from the book of 
is holy to the LORD your God; do not the law of the LORD their God for a 
mourn or weep." For all the people fourth of the day; for another fourth of 
wept when they heard the words of the it they made confession and worshiped 
law. 10 Then he said to them, "Go your the LORD their God. 4 Upon the stairs 
way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine of the Levites stood Jeshua, Bani, 
and send portions to him for whom Kad'mi-el, Shebani'ah, Bunni, Shere
nothing is prepared; for this day is holy bi'ah, Bani, and Chena'ni; and they 
to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for cried with a loud voice to the LORD their 
the joy of the LORD is your strength." God. s Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kad'-
11 So the Levites stilled all the people, mi-el, Bani, Hashabnei'ah, Sherebi'ah, 
saying, "Be quiet, for this day is holy; Hodi'ah, Shebani'ah, and Pethahi'ah, 
do not be grieved." 12And all the people said, "Stand up and bless the LORD your 
went their way to eat and drink and to God from everlasting to everlasting. 
send portions and to make great re- Blessed be thy glorious name which is 
joicing, because they had understood exalted above all blessing and praise." 
the words that were declared to them. 6 And Ezra said :1 "Thou art the 

11 On the second day the heads of LORD, thou alone; thou hast made 
fathers' houses of all the people, with heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
the priests and the Levites, came to- their host, the earth and all that is on 
gether to Ezra the scribe in order to it, the seas and all that is in them; and 
study the words of the law. 14And they thou preservest all of them; and the 
found it written in the law that the host of heaven worships thee. 7 Thou 
LORD had corrunanded by Moses that art the LORD, the God who didst choose 
the people of Israel should dwell in Abram and bring him forth out of Ur of 
booths during the feast of the seventh the Chalde'ans and give him the name 
month, IS and that they should publish Abraham; B and thou didst find his 
and proclaim in all their towns and in heart faithful before thee, and didst 
Jerusalem, "Go out to the hills and make with him the covenant to give to 
bring branches of olive, wild olive, his descendants the land of the Canaan
myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to ite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Per' -
r I Esdras 9.48 Vg: Heb and 1he Levites jj Or with interprelauon t Gk: Heb lacks and Ezra said 
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izzite, the Jeb'usite, and the Gir'- and gavest them water for their thirst. 
gashite; and thou hast fulfilled thy 21 Forty years didst thou sustain them 
promise, for thou art righteous. in the wilderness, and they lacked noth-

9 "And thou didst see the affliction ing; their clothes did not wear out and 
of our fathers in Egypt and hear their their feet did not swell. 22And thou 
cry at the Red Sea, 10 and didst perform didst give them kingdoms and peoples, 
signs and wonders against Pharaoh and and didst allot to them every corner; so 
all his servants and all the people of his they took possession of the land or 
land, for thou knewest that they acted Sihon king of Heshbon and the land of 
insolently against our fathers; and thou Og king of Bashan. 23 Thou didst mul
didst get thee a name, as it is to this day. tiply their descendants as the stars ol 
11And thou didst divide the sea before heaven, and thou didst bring them into 
them, so that they went through the the land which thou hadst told their 
midst of the sea on dry land; and thou fathers to enter and possess. 24 So the 
didst cast their pursuers into the descendants went in and possessed the 
depths, as a stone into mighty waters. land, and thou didst subdue before 
12 By a pillar of cloud thou didst lead them the inhabitants of the land, thL· 
them in the day, and by a pillar of fire Canaanites, and didst give them into 
in the night to light for them the way in their hands, with their kings and the 
which they should go. 1.1 Thou didst peoples of the land, that they might do 
come down upon Mount Sinai, and with them as they would. 2SAnd they 
speak with them from heaven and give captured fortified cities and a rich lanJ. 
them right ordinances and true laws, and took possession of houses full of all 
good statutes and commandments, good things, cisterns hewn out, vine-
14 and thou didst make known to them yards, olive orchards and fruit trees in 
thy holy sabbath and command them abundance; so they ate, and were filled 
commandments and statutes and a law and became fat, and delighted them
by Moses thy servant. IS Thou didst selves in thy great goodness. 
give them bread from heaven for their 26 "Nevertheless they were dis
hunger and bring forth water for them obedient and rebelled against thee and 
from the rock for their thirst, and thou cast thy law behind their back and kilkd 
didst tell them to go in to possess the thy prophets, who had warned them in 
land which thou hadst sworn to give order to turn them back to thee, and 
them. they committed great blasphemies 

16 "But they and our fathers acted 27 Therefore thou didst give them into 
presumptuously and stiffened their the hand of their enemies, who made 
neck and did not obey thy command- them suffer; and in the time of thei1 
ments; 17 they refused to obey, and suffering they cried to thee and thou 
were not mindful of the wonders which didst hear them from heaven; and ac 
thou didst perform among them; but cording to thy great mercies thou did't 
they stiffened their neck and appointed give them saviors who saved them from 
a leader to return to their bondage in the hand of their enemies. 28 But after 
Egypt. But thou art a God ready to they had rest they did evil again befon· 
forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to thee, and thou didst abandon them to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, the hand of their enemies, so that they 
and didst not forsake them. 18 Even had dominion over them; yet when they 
when they had made for themselves a turned and cried to thee thou didst hear 
molten calf and said, 'This is your God from heaven, and many times thou didst 
who brought you up out of Egypt,' and deliver them according to thy mercies. 
had committed great blasphemies, 29And thou didst warn them in order to 
19 thou in thy great mercies didst not turn them back to thy law. Yet they 
forsake them in the wilderness; the acted presumptuously and did not obL'\" 
pillar of cloud which led them in the thy commandments, but sinned against 
way did not depart from them by day, thy ordinances, by the observance of 
nor the pillar of fire by night which which a man shall live, and turned a 
lighted for them the way by which they stubborn shoulder and stiffened thei1 
should go. 20 Thou gavest thy good neck and would not obey. 30 Man\ 
Spirit to instruct them, and didst not years thou didst bear with them, an.I 
withhold thy manna from their mouth, didst warn them by thy Spirit through 
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chy prophets; yet they would not give IS Bunni, Azgad, Be'bai, 16Adoni'jah, 
ear. Therefore thou didst give chem into Big'vai, Ad in, 17 Acer, Hezeki'ah, Azzur, 
the hand of the peoples of the lands. 18 Hodi'ah, Hashum, Be'zai, 19 Hariph, 
31 Nevertheless in thy great mercies An'achoth, Ne'bai, 20 Mag'piash, Me
chou didst not make an end of chem or shul'lam, Hezir, 21 Meshez'abel, Zadok, 
forsake chem; for thou arc a gracious Jad'du-a, 22 Pelaci'ah, Hanan, Anai'ah, 
and merciful God. 23 Hoshe'a, Hanani'ah, Hasshub, 24 Hal-

32 "Now therefore, our God, the lo'hesh, Pi'lha, Shobek, 25 Reburn, 
great and mighty and terrible God, who Hashab'nah, Ma-asei'ah, 26Ahi'ah, Ha
keepesc covenant and steadfast love, lee nan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harirn, Ba'anah. 
not all the hardship seem liccle co thee 28 The rest of the people, the priests, 
chat has come upon us, upon our kings, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, 
our princes, our priests, our prophets, the temple servants, and all who have 
our fathers, and all chy people, since the separated themselves from the peoples 
time of the kings of Assyria until chis of the lands to the law of God, their 
day. 33 Yee thou hast been just in all chat wives, their sons, their daughters, all 
has come upon us, for thou hast dealt who have knowledge and understand
faichfully and we have acted wickedly; ing, 29 join with their brethren, their 
34 our kings, our princes, our priests, nobles, and enter into a curse and an 
and our fathers have not kept thy law oath to walk in God's law which was 
or heeded chy commandments and thy given by Moses the servant of God, and 
warnings which thou didst give chem. co observe and do all the command-
35 They did not serve thee in their mencs of the LORD our Lord and his 
kingdom, and in thy great goodness ordinances and his statutes. 30 We will 
which thou gavesc them, and in the not give our daughters co the peoples of 
large and rich land which thou didst sec the land or cake their daughters for our 
before chem; and they did not turn sons; 31 and if the peoples of the land 
from their wicked works. 36 Behold, we bring in wares or any grain on the sab
are slaves chis day; in the land chat thou bath day co sell, we will not buy from 
gavesc to our fathers to enjoy its fruit them on the sabbath or on a holy day; 
and its good gifts, behold, we are slaves. and we will forego the crops of the 
37And its rich yield goes co the kings seventh year and the exaction of every 
whom thou hast set over us because of debt. 
our sins; they have power also over our 32 We also lay upon ourselves the 
bodies and over our caccle at their obligation co charge ourselves yearly 
pleasure, and we are in great distress." with the third pare of a shekel for the 

38" Because of all chis we make a service of the house of our God: 33 for 
firm covenant and write it, and our the showbread, the continual cereal 
princes, our Levites, and our priests sec offering, the continual burnt offering, 
their seal to it. the sabbaths, the new moons, the ap-

10 ,. Those who set their seal are pointed feasts, the holy things, and the 
Nehemi'ah the governor, the son sin offerings to make atonement for 

of Hacali'ah, Zedeki'ah, 2 Serai'ah, Israel, and for all the work of the house 
Azari'ah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amari'- of our God. 34 We have likewise cast 
ah, Malchi'jah, 4 Hattush, Shebani' - lots, the priests, the Levites, and the 
ah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Mer'emoch, people, for the wood offering, to bring 
Obadi'ah, 6 Daniel, Gin'nethon, Ba- it into the house of our God, according 
ruch, 7 Meshul'lam, Abi'jah, Mi'jamin, to our fathers' houses, at times ap-
8 Ma-azi'ah, Bil'gai, Shemai'ah; these pointed, year by year, to burn upon the 
are the priests. 9And the Levites: altar of the LORD our God, as it is 
Jeshua the son of Azani'ah, Bin'nui of written in the law. 35 We obligate our
the_sons of Hen'adad, Kad'mi-el; 10 and selves co bring the first fruits of our 
their brethren, Shebani'ah, Hodi'ah, ground and the first fruits of all fruit of 
Keli'ca, Pelai'ah, Hanan, 11 Mica Re- every tree, year by year, co the house 
hob, Hashabi'ah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebi'ah, of the LORD; 36 also to bring co the 
Shebani'ah, 13 Hodi'ah, Bani, Beni'nu. house of our God, to the priests who 
14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, minister in the house of our God, the 
Pa'hach-mo'ab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, first-born of our sons and of our caccle, 
11 Ch IO. I in Heb 11 Ch 10.2 in Heb 
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as it is written in the law, and the first
lings of our herds and of our flocks; 
.17 and to bring the first of our coarse 
meal, and our contributions, the fruit of 
every tree, the wine and the oil, ro the 
priests, ro rhe chambers of the home of 
our God; and ro bring to the Levites the 
tithes from our ground, for it is the 
Levites who collect the tithes in all our 
rural towns .. l8And the priest, the son of 
Aaron, shall be with the Levites when 
the Levites receive the tithes; and the 
Levites shall bring up the tithe of the 
tithes to rhe house of our God, to the 
chambers, to the storehouse. 39 For the 
people of Israel and the sons of Levi 
shall bring the contribution of grain, 
wine, and oil to the chambers, where 
are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the 
priests that minister, and the gate
keepers and the singers. We will not 
neglect the house of our God. 

11 Now the leaders of the people 
lived in Jerusalem; and the rest 

of the people cast lots to bring one out 
of ten to live in Jerusalem the holy city, 
while nine tenths remained in the other 
towns. 2And the people blessed all the 
men who willingly offered to live in 
Jerusalem. 

3 These are the chiefs of the province 
who lived in Jerusalem; bur in the 
towns of Judah every one lived on his 
property in their towns: Israel, the 
priests, the Levites, the temple servants, 
and the descendants of Solomon's serv
ants. 4And in Jerusalem lived certain of 
the sons of Judah and of the sons of 
Benjamin. Of the sons of Judah: Athai' -
ah the son of Uzzi'ah, son of Zechari'ah, 
son of Arnari'ah, son of Shephati'ah, 
son of Ma-hal'alel, of the sons of Perez; 
5 and Ma-asei'ah the son of Baruch, son 
of·Col-ho'zeh, son of Hazai'ah, son of 
Adai'ah, son of Joi'arib, son of Zecha
ri'ah, son of the Shi'lonite. 6All the sons 
of Perez who lived in Jerusalem were 
four hundred and sixty-eight valiant 
men. 

7 And these are the sons of Benjamin: 
Sallu the son of Meshul'lam, son of 
Jo'ed, son of Peda'iah, son of Kola'iah, 
son of Ma-asei'ah, son of Ith'i-el, son 
of Jeshai'ah. 8And after him Gabba'i, 
Sal'lai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 
9 Jo' el the son of Zichri was their over
seer; and Judah the son of Hassenu'ah 
was second over the city. 
11.3-22: I Chron 9.2-34. 

10 Of the priests: Jedai'ah the son of 
Joi'arib, Jachin, 11 Serai'ah the son of 
Hilki'ah, son of Meshul'lam, son of 
Zadok, son of Mera'ioth, son of Ahi'
tub, ruler of the house of God, 12 and 
their brethren who did the work of the 
house, eight hundred and twenty-two; 
and Adai'ah the son of Jero'ham, son of 
Pelali'ah, son of Arnzi, son of Zechari'
ah, son of Pashhur, son of Malchi'jah, 
13 and his brethren, heads of fathers' 
houses, two hundred and forty-two; and 
Arnash'sai, the son of Az'arel, son of 
Ah'zai, son of Meshil'lemoth, son of 
Inuner, 14 and their brethren, mighty 
men of valor, a hundred and twenty
eight; their overseer was Zab"di-el the 
son of Haggedo'lim. 

15 And of the Levites: Shemai 'ah the 
son of Hasshub, son of Azri'kam, son 
of Hashabi'ah, son of Bunni; 16 and 
Shab'bethai and Jo'zabad, of the chiefs 
of the Levites, who were over the out
side work of the house of God; 17 and 
Mattani'ah the son of Mica, son of 
Zabdi, son of Asaph, who was the 
leader to begin the thanksgiving in 
prayer, and Bakbuk.i"ah, the second 
among his brethren; and Abda the son 
of Sham'mu-a, son of Gala!, son of 
Jedu'thun. 18All the Levites in the holy 
city were two hundred and eighty-four. 

19 The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talman 
and their brethren, who kept watch at 
the gates, were a hundred and seventy
two. 20And the rest of Israel, and of the 
priests and the Levites, were in all the 
towns of Judah, every one in his in
heritance. 21 But the temple servants 
lived on Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa 
were over the temple servants. 

22 The overseer of the Levites iu 
Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, 
son of Hashabi'ah, son of Mattani"ah, 
son of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the 
singers, over the work of the house of 
God. 23 For there was a command from 
the king concerning them, and a settled 
provision for the singers, as every day 
required. 24And Pethahi'ah the son of 
Meshez'abel, of the sons of Zerah the 
son of Judah, was at the king's hand in 
all matters concerning the people. 

25 And as for the villages, with their 
fields, some of the people of Judah lived 
in Kir'iath-ar'ba and its villages, and in 
Dibon and its villages, and in Jekab'zeel 
and its villages, 26 and in Jeshua and in 
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Mola'dah and Beth-pelet, 27 in Ha'zar- of Levi, heads of fathers' houses, were 
shu'al, in Beer-sheba and its villages, written in the Book of the Chronicles 
2H in Ziklag, in Meco'nah and its vii- until the days of Joha'nan the son of 
!ages, 29 in En-rim'mon, in Zorah, in Eli'ashib. 24And the chiefs of the Le
Jarmuth, 30 Zano'ah, Adullam, and vices: Hashabi'ah, Sherebi'ah, and 
their villages, Lachish and its fields, and Jeshua the son of Kad'mi-el, with their 
Aze'kah and its villages. So they en- brethren over against them, to praise 
camped from Beer-sheba to the valley and to give thanks, according to the 
of Hinnom. 31 The people of Beniamm commandment of David the man of 
also lived from Geba onward, at Mich- God, watch corresponding to watch. 
mash, Ai'ja, Bethel and its villages, 25 Mattani'ah, Bakbuki'ah, Obadi'ah, 
J2An'athoth, Nob, Anani'ah, 3.l Hazor, Meshul'lam, Talmon, and Akkub were 
Ramah, Gitta'im, 34 Hadid, Zebo'im, gatekeepers standing guard at the store
Nebal'lat, 35 Lod, and Ono, the valley houses of the gates. 26 These were in the 
of craftsmen. 36And certain divisions of days of Joi'akim the son of Jeshua son 
the Levites in Judah were joined to of Jo'zadak, and in the days of Nehemi' -
Benjamin. ah the governor and of Ezra the priest 

12 These are the priests and the the scribe. 
Levites who came up with 27 And at the dedication of the wall 

Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el, and of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in 
Jeshua: Serai'ah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2Ama- all their places, to bring them to 
ri'ah, Malluch, Hattush, J Shecani'ah, Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication 
Rehum, Mer'emoth, 4 lddo, Gin'- with gladness, with thanksgivings and 
nethoi, Abi'iah, s Mi'iamin, Ma-adi'ah, with singing, with cymbals, harps, and 
Bilgah, 6 Shemai'ah, Joi'arib, Jedai'ah, lyres. 28And the sons of the singers 
7 Sallu, Amok, Hilki'ah, Jedai'ah. These gathered together from the circuit 
were the chiefs of the priests and of round Jerusalem and from the villages 
their brethren in the days of Jeshua. of the Netoph'athites; 29 also from 

8 And the Levites: Jeshua, Bin'nui, Beth-gilgal and from the region ofGeba 
Kad'mi-el, Sherebi'ah, Judah, and and Az'maveth; for the singers had 
Mattani'ah, who with his brethren was built for themselves villages around 
in charge of the songs of thanksgiving. Jerusalem .. lOAnd the priests and the 
9And Bakbuki'ah and Unno their Levites purified themselves; and they 
brethren stood opposite them in the purified the people and the gates and 
service. lOAnd Jeshua was the father of the wall. 
Joi'akim, Joi'akim the father of Eli'- 31 Then I brought up the princes of 
ashib, Eli'ashib the father of Joi'ada, Judah upon the wall, and appointed 
11 Joi'ada the father of Jonathan, and two great companies which gave thanks 
Jonathan the father of Jad'du-a. and went in procession. One went to the 

12 And in the days of Joi'akim were right upon the wall to the Dung Gate; 
pri~sts, heads of fathers' houses: of 32 and after them went Hoshai 'ah and 
Serai'ah, Merai'ah; of Jeremiah, Hana- half of the princes of Judah, 33 and 
ni'ah; Ll of Ezra, Meshul'lam; of Arna- Azari'ah, Ezra, Meshul'lam, .l4 Judah, 
ri'ah, Jehoha'nan; 14 of Mal'luchi, Jona- Benjamin, Shemai'ah, and Jeremiah, 
than; of Shebani'ah, Joseph; IS of 35 and certain of the priests' sons with 
Harim, Adna; of Mera'ioth, Hel'kai; trumpets: Zechari'ah the son of Jona
ir. of lddo, Zechari'ah; of Gin'nethon, than, son of Shemai'ah, son of Mat
Meshul'lam; 17 of Abi'jah, Zichri; of tani'ah, son of Micai'ah, son of Zaccur, 
Mini'amin, of Moadi'ah, Pil'tai; 18 of son of Asaph; 36 and his kinsmen, 
Bilgah, Sham'mu-a; of Shemai'ah, Je- Shemai'ah, Az'arel, Mil'alai, Gil'alai, 
hon'athan; "'of Joi'arib, Matte'nai; of Ma'ai, Nethan'el, Judah, and Hana'ni, 
Jcdai'ah, Uzzi; 20 of Sal'lai, Kal'lai; of with the musical instruments of David 
Amok, Eber; 21 ofHilki'ah, Hashabi'ah; the man of God; and Ezra the scribe 
of Jedai'ah, Nethan'el. went before them. 37At the Fountain 

22 As for tl\c Levites, in the days of Gate they went up straight before them 
Eli'ashib, Joi'ada, Joha'nan, and Jad'- by the stairs of the city of David, at the 
du-a, there were recorded the heads of ascent of the wall, above the house 
fathers' houses; also the priests until the of David, to the Water Gate on the 
reign of Darius the Persian. 23 The sons east. 
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separated from Israel all those of 
foreign descent. 

38 The other company of those who 
gave thanks went to the left, and I 
followed them with half of the people, 
upon the wall, above the Tower of the 
Ovens, to the Broad Wall, -19 and above 
the Gate of E'phraim, and by the Old 
Gate, and by the Fish Gate and the 
Tower of Han'anel and the Tower of 
the Hundred, to the Sheep Gate; and 
they came to a halt at the Gate of the 
Guard. 40 So both companies of those 
who gave thanks stood in the house of 
God, and I and half of the officials with 
me; 41 and the priests Eli'akim, Ma
asei'ah, Mini'amin, Micai'ah, Eli-o
e'nai, Zechari'ah, and Hanani'ah, with 
trumpets; 42 and Ma-asei'ah, Shemai'ah, 
Elea'zar, Uzzi, Jehoha'nan, Malchi'jah, 
Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang 
with Jezrahi'ah as their leader. 4-1And 
they offered great sacrifices that day and 
rejoiced, for God had made them re
joice with great joy; the women and 
children also rejoiced. And the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard afar off. 

44 On that day men were appointed 
over the chambers for the stores, the 
contributions, the first fruits, and the 
tithes, to gather into them the portions 
required by the law for the priests and 
for the Levites according to the fields of 
the towns; for Judah rejoiced over the 
priests and the Levites who ministered. 
45And they performed the service of 
their God and the service of purifica
tion, as did the singers and the gate
keepers, according to the command of 
David and his son Solomon. 46 For in 
the days of David and Asaph of old there 
was a chief of the singers, and there 
were songs of praise and thanksgiving 
to God. 47And all Israel in the days of 
Zerub'babel and in the days of Nehe
mi'ah gave the daily portions for the 
singers and the gatekeepers; and they 
set apart that which was for the Levites; 
and the Levites set apart that which was 
for the sons of Aaron. 

13 On that day they read from the 
book of Moses in the hearing of 

the people; and in it was found written 
that no Ammonite or Moabite should 
ever enter the assembly of God; 2 for 
they did not meet the children of Israel 
with bread and water, but hired Balaam 
against them to curse them-yet our 
God turned the curse into a blessing. 
3 When the people heard the law, they 
13.1: Deul 23.3-5. 

4 Now before this, Eli'ashib the 
priest, who was appointed over the 
chambers of the house of our God, and 
who was connected with Tobi'ah, 
; prepared for Tobi'ah a large chamber 
where they had previously put the 
cereal offering, the frankincense, the 
vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, 
and oil, which were given by command
ment to the Levites, singers, and gate
keepers, and the contributions for the 
priests. 6 While this was taking place I 
was not in Jerusalem, for in the thiny
second year of Ar-ta-xerx'es king of 
Babylon I went to the king. And after 
some time I asked leave of the king 
7 and came to Jerusalem, and I then 
discovered the evil that Eli'ashib had 
done for Tobi'ah, preparing for him a 
chamber in the courts of the house of 
God. XAnd I was very angry, and I 
threw all the household furniture of 
Tobi'ah out of the chamber. '' Theri I 
gave orders and they cleansed the cham
bers; and I brought back thither the 
vessels of the house of God, with the 
cereal offering and the frankincense. 

10 I also found out that the portions 
of the Levites had not been given to 
them; so that the Levi res and the 
singers, who did the work, had fled each 
to his field. 11 So I remonstrated with 
the officials and said, "Why is the house 
of God forsaken?" And I gathered them 
together and set them in their stations. 
12 Then all Judah brought the tithe or 
the grain, wine, and oil into the store
houses. LlAnd I appointed as treasurer~ 
over the storehouses Shelemi'ah the 
priest, Zadok the scribe, and Peda'iah ot 
the Levites, and as their assistant Hanan 
the son of Zaccur, son of Mattani 'ah, 
for they were counted faithful; and 
their duty was to distribute to their 
brethren. 14 Remember me, 0 m\· God, 
concerning this, and wipe not our my 
good deeds that I have donL' for 
the house of my God and for his 
service. 

15 In those days I saw in Judah men 
treading wine presses on the sabbath, 
and bringing in heaps of grain and 
loading them on asses; and also wine, 
grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, 
which they brought into Jerusalem on 
the sabbath day; and I warned them on 
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the day when they sold food. 16 Men of Ammon, and Moab; 24 and half of their 
Tyre also, who lived in the city, brought children spoke the language of Ashdod, 
in fish and all kinds of wares and sold and they could not speak the language 
them on the sabbath to the people of of Judah, but the language of each 
Judah, and in Jerusalem. 17 Then I people. 25And I contended with them 
remonstrated with the nobles of Judah and cursed them and beat some of them 
and said to them, "What is this evil and pulled out their hair; and I made 
thing which you are doing, profaning them take oath in the name of God, 
the sabbath day? 18 Did not your fathers saying, "You shall not give your daugh
act in this way, and did not our God ters to their sons, or take their daugh
bring all this evil on us and on this city? ters for your sons or for yourselves. 
Yet you bring more wrath upon Israel 26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin on 
by profaning the sabbath." account of such women? Among the 

19 When it began to be dark at the many nations there was no king like 
gates of Jerusalem before the sabbath, him, and he was beloved by his God, 
I commanded that the doors should be and God made him king over all Israel; 
shut and gave orders that they should nevertheless foreign women made even 
not be opened until after the sabbath. him to sin. 27 Shall we then listen to you 
And I set some of my servants over the and do all this great evil and act treach
gates, chat no burden might be brought erously against our God by marrying 
in on the sabbath day. 20 Then the foreign women?" 
merchants and sellers of all kinds of 28 And one of the sons of Jehoi'ada, 
wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or the son of Eli'ashib the high priest, was 
twice. 21 But I warned them and said to the son-in-law of Sanbal'lat the Hor'
them, "Why do you lodge before the onite; therefore I chased him from me. 
wall? If you do so again I will lay hands 29 Remember them, 0 my God, because 
on you." From that time on they did not they have defiled the priesthood and the 
come on the sabbath. 22And I com- covenant of the priesthood and the 
manded the Levites that they should Levites. 
purify themselves and come and guard 30 Thus I cleansed them from every
the gates, to keep the sabbath day holy. thing foreign, and I established the 
Remember this also in my favor, 0 my duties of the priests and Levites, each 
God, and spare me according to the in his work; 31 and I provided for the 
greatness of thy steadfast love. wood offering, at appointed times, and 

23 In those days also I saw the Jews for the first fruits. Remember me, 0 
who had married women of Ashdod, my God, for good. 

THE BOOK OF 

ESTHER 
1 In the days of Ahasu-e'rus, the 

Ahasu-e'rus who reigned from 
India to Ethiopia over one hundred and 
twenty-seven provinces, 2 in those days 
when King Ahasu-e'rus sat on his royal 
throne in Susa the capital, 3 in the third 
year of his reign he gave a banquet for 
all his princes and servants, the army 
chiefs" of Persia and Media and the 
nobles and governors of the provinces 
being before him, 4 while he showed the 
riches of his royal glory and the splen
dor and pomp of his majesty for many 
11 Heb the army 1' Or rods 

days, a hundred and eighty days. 5And 
when these days were completed, the 
king gave for all the people present in 
Susa the capital, both great and small, 
a banquet lasting for seven days, in the 
court of the garden of the king's palace. 
6 There were white cotton curtains and 
blue hangings caught up with cords of 
fine linen and purple to silver ringsb and 
marble pillars, and also couches of gold 
and silver on a mosaic pavement of por
phyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and 
precious stones. 7 Drinks were served 
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in golden goblers, goblers of different 
kinds, and rhe royal wine was lavished 
according to rhe bounty of rhe king. 
HAnd drinking was according to che 
law, no one was compelled; for rhe king 
had given orders to all rhe officials of 
his palace co do as every man desired. 
9 Queen Vashri also gave a banquer for 
rhe women in rhe palace which belonged 
to King Ahasu-e'rus. 

10 On rhe seventh day, when rhe 
hearr of rhe king was merry wirh wine, 
he commanded Mehu'man, Bizrha, 
Harbo'na, Bigtha and Abag'cha, Ze
rhar and Carkas, rhe seven eunuchs 
who served King Ahasu-e'rus as cham
berlains, 11 to bring Queen Vashti be
fore rhe king wirh her royal crown, in 
order co show rhe peoples and che 
princes her beaury; for she was fair 
co behold. 12 Bur Queen Vashti refused 
to come ar rhe king's command con
veyed by rhe eunuchs. Ar chis rhe king 
was enraged, and his anger burned 
wirhin him. 

13 Then che king said to rhe wise men 
who knew rhe rimes-for chis was rhe 
king's procedure coward all who were 
versed in law and judgment, 14 rhe men 
nexr to him being Carshe'na, Sherhar, 
Adma'rha, Tarshish, Meres, Marse'na, 
and Memu'can, rhe seven princes of 
Persia and Media, who saw rhe king's 
face, and sac firsr in rhe kingdom-: 
15 "According co rhe law, whar is to be 
done to Queen Vashri, because she has 
nor performed rhe command of King 
Ahasu-e'rus conveyed by rhe eunuchs?" 
16 Then Memu'can said in presence of 
rhe king and rhe princes, "Nor only to 
rhe king has Queen Vashri done wrong, 
bur also co all rhe princes and all rhe 
peoples who are in all rhe provinces of 
King Ahasu-e'rus. 17 For chis deed of 
rhe queen will be made known to all 
women, causing chem co look wirh con
rempr upon rheir husbands, since rhey 
will say, 'King Ahasu-e'rus commanded 
Queen Vashri to be broughr before him, 
and she did nor come.' 18 This very day 
rhe ladies of Persia and Media who have 
heard of rhe queen's behavior will be 
celling ir co all rhe king's princes, and 
rhere will be contempr and wrach in 
plenty, 19 If ir please rhe king, lee a royal 
order go forrh from him, and lee ir be 
wrirren among rhe laws of rhe Persians 
and rhe Medes so char ir may nor be 
alrered, char Vashri is to come no more 

before King Ahasu-e'rus; and lee che 
king give her royal posirion to anocher 
who is berrer than she. 20 So when che 
decree made by rhe king is proclaimed 
chroughour all his kingdom, vast as iris, 
all women will give honor to cheir hus
bands, high and low." 21 This advice 
pleased che king and the princes, and 
che king did as Memu'can proposed; 
22 he sent lerrers to all the royal prov
inces, co every province in its own scripr 
and to every people in its own language, 
that every man be lord in his own house 
and speak according to the language of 
his people. 

2 After these things, when che anger 
of King Ahasu-e'rus had abared, he 

remembered Vashti and what she had 
done and what had been decreed againsr 
her. 2 Then che king's servanrs who at
tended him said, "Let beautiful young 
virgins be soughr our for che king. 3And 
let che king appoint officers in all che 
provinces of his kingdom to garher all 
the beautiful young virgins to che harem 
in Susa the capital, under custody of 
Hegai che king's eunuch who is in 
charge of che women; let cheir oint
ments be given chem. 4And let che 
maiden who pleases che king be queen 
instead of Vashti." This pleased rhe 
king, and he did so. 

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa che 
capital whose name was Mor'decai, che 
son of Ja'ir, son of Shim'e-i, son of 
Kish, a Benjaminire, 6 who had been 
carried away from Jerusalem among chc 
caprives carried away wich Jeconi'ah 
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnez'zar 
king of Babylon had carried away. 
7 He had broughr up Hadas'sah, char is 
Escher, the daughter of his uncle, fo1 
she had neither farher nor mocher; rhc 
maiden was beautiful and lovely, and 
when her facher and her morher died, 
Mor'decai adopred her as his own 
daughter. 8 So when rhe king's order 
and his edict were proclaimed, and 
when many maidens were gachered in 
Susa rhe capiral in cusrody of Hegai, 
Escher also was raken into the king's 
palace and put in custody of Hegai who 
had charge of the women. 9And rhe 
maiden pleased him and won his favor; 
and he quickly provided her wich her 
oinunents and her porrion of food, and 
with seven chosen maids from rhe king's 
palace, and advanced her and her 
maids to rhe best place in the harem. 



Esther made queen 435 ESTHER 3 
10 Escher had nor made known her and sought co lay hands on King Ahasu
people or kindred, for Mor'decai had e'rus. 22And chis came co the knowledge 
charged her nor co make ir known. of Mor'decai, and he cold it to Queen 
11And every day Mor'decai walked in Esther, and Esther told the king in the 
front of rhe court of the harem, co learn name of Mor'decai. 23 When the affair 
how Esther was and how she fared. was investigated and found co be so, the 

12 Now when the cum came for each men were both hanged on the gallows. 
maiden to go in co King Ahasu-e'rus, And it was recorded in the Book of the 
after being twelve months under the Chronicles in rhe presence of the king. 
regulations for the women, since this 3 After these things King Ahasu
was rhe regular period of their beauri- e'rus promoted Haman the Ag'
fying, six months with oil of myrrh and agite, the son of Hammeda'tha, and ad
six months with spices and oinrments vanced him and sec his seat above all the 
for women- 13 when the maiden went princes who were with him. 2And all the 
in w rhe king in this way she was given king's servants who were at the king's 
whatever she desired co cake with her gate bowed down and did obeisance co 
from the harem co the king's palace. Haman; for the king had so commanded 
14 In the evening she went, and in the concerning him. But Mor'decai did nor 
morning she came back co the second bow down or do obeisance. 3 Then the 
harem in cusrody of Sha-ash'gaz the king's servants who were ar the king's 
king's eunuch who was in charge of the gate said to Mor'decai, "Why do you 
concubines; she did not go in to the transgress the king's command?" 4And 
king again, unless the king delighted in when they spoke co him day after day 
her and she was summoned by name. and he would not listen to chem, they 

15 When rhe turn came for Esther cold Haman, in order to see whether 
the daughter of Ab'ihail the uncle of Mor'decai's words would avail; for he 
Mor'decai, who had adopted her as his had cold chem that he was a Jew. SAnd 
own daughter, co go in co the king, she when Haman saw chat Mor'decai did 
asked for nothing except what Hegai the not bow down or do obeisance co him, 
king's eunuch, who had charge of the Haman was filled with fury. 6 But he 
women, advised. Now Esther found disdained co lay hands on Mor'decai 
favor in rhe eyes of all who saw her. alone. So, as they had made known to 
16And when Esther was taken co King him the people of Mor'decai, Haman 
Ahasu-e'rus into his royal palace in rhe sought to destroy all the Jews, the peo
tenth month, which is the month of pie of Mor'decai, throughout the whole 
Te beth, in rhe seventh year of his reign, kingdom of Ahasu-e'rus. 
17 the king loved Esther more than all 7 In the first month, which is rhe 
the women, and she found grace and month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of 
favor in his sight more than all the vir- King Ahasu-e'rus, they case Pur, that is 
gins, so that he set the royal crown on the lot, before Haman day after day; 
her head and made her queen instead of and they cast it month after month till 
Vashti. 13 Then the king gave a great the twelfth month, which is rhe month 
banquet to all his princes and servants; of Adar. B Then Haman said to King 
it was Esther's banquet. He also Ahasu-e'rus, "There is a certain people 
granted a remission of taxes< co the scattered abroad and dispersed among 
provinces, and gave gifts with royal the peoples in all the provinces of your 
liberality. kingdom; their laws are different from 

19 When the virgins were gathered those of every other people, and they do 
together the second time, Mor'decai not keep the king's laws, so that it is not 
was sitting at the king's gate. 20 Now for the king's profit to tolerate them. 
Esther had not made known her kindred 9 If it please the king, let it be decreed 
or her people, as Mor'decai had charged that they be destroyed, and I will pay 
her; for Esther obeyed Mor'decai just ten thousand talents of silver into the 
as when she was brought up by him. hands of those who have charge of the 
21 And in those days, as Mor'decai was king's business, that they may put it 
sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and into the king's treasuries." 10 So the 
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who king took his signet ring from his hand 
guarded the threshold, became angry and gave it to Haman the Ag'agite, the 
,. Or a holiday 
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son of Hammeda'tha, the enemy of the that had happened to him, and the 
Jews. 11And the king said to Haman, exact sum of money that Haman had 
"The money is given to you, the people promised to pay into the king's treas
also, to do with them as it seems good to uries for the destruction of the Jews. 
you." 8 Mor' decai also gave him a copy of 

12 Then the king's secretaries were the written decree issued in Susa for 
summoned on the thirteenth day of the their destruction, that he might show 
first month, and an edict, according to it to Esther and explain it to her and 
all that Haman commanded, was writ- charge her to go to the king to make 
ten to the king's satraps and to the supplication to him and entreat him 
governors over all the provinces and to for her people. YAnd Hathach went anci 
the princes of all the peoples, to every told Esther what Mor'decai had said. 
province in its own script and every 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 
people in its own language; it was gave him a message for Mor"decai. 
written in the name of King Ahasu- saying, 11 "All the king's servants and 
e'rus and sealed with the king's ring. the people of the king's provinces kno" 
13 Letters were sent by couriers to all that if any man or woman goes to the 
the king's provinces, to destroy, to slay, king inside the inner court without be
and to annihilate all Jews, young and ing called, there is but one law; all alike 
old, women and children, in one day, are to be put to death, except the one w 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, whom the king holds out the golden 
which is the month of Adar, and to scepter that he may live. And I have not 
plunder their goods. 14A copy of the been called to come in to the king these 
document was to be issued as a decree thirty days." 12And they told Mor'deca1 
in every province by proclamation to what Esther had said. 13 Then Mor -
all the peoples to be ready for that day. decai told them to return answer w 
15 The couriers went in haste by order Esther, "Think not that in the king\ 
of the king, and the decree was issued palace you will escape any more than 
in Susa the capital. And the king and all the other Jews. I~ For if you kecr 
Haman sat down to drink; but the city silence at such a time as this, relief and 
of Susa was perplexed. deliverance will rise for the Jews from 

4 When Mor'decai learned all that another quarter, but you and your fa. 
had been done, Mor'decai rent his ther's house will perish. And who know, 

clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, whether you have not come to the king 
and went out into the midst of the city, dom for such a time as this?"' l' Then 
wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2 he Esther told them to reply to Mor· decai. 
went up to the entrance of the king's 16 "Go, gather all the Jews to be found 
gate, for no one might enter the king's in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf. 
gate clothed with sackcloth .. lAnd in and neither eat nor drink for three day,, 
every province, wherever the king's night or day. I and my maids will ai"' 
command and his decree came, there fast as you do. Then I will go to th,· 
was great mourning among the Jews, king, though it is against the law; and 
with fasting and weeping and lament- if I perish, I perish." 17 Mor'decai then 
ing, and most of them lay in sackcloth went away and did everything as Esthe1 
and ashes. had ordered him. 

4 When Esther's maids and her eu- 5 On the third day Esther put on hc1 
nuchs came and told her, the queen was royal robes and stood in the innn 
deeply distressed; she sent garments to court of the king's palace, opposite the 
clothe Mor'decai, so that he might take king's hall. The king was sitting on hi' 
off his sackcloth, but he would not ac- royal throne inside the palace opposite 
cept them. 5 Then Esther called for the entrance to the palace; 2 and when 
Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, the king saw Queen Esther standing in 
who had been appointed to attend her, the court, she found favor in his sight 
and ordered him to go to Mor'decai to and he held out to Esther the golden 
learn what this was and why it was. scepter that was in his hand. Then 
6 Hathach went out to Mor'decai in the Esther approached and touched the top 
open square of the city in front of the of the scepter. 3And the king said 1< 1 

king's gate, 7 and Mor'decai told him all her, "What is it, Queen Esther? What j, 
5.3, 6: Mk 6.23. 
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your request? It shall be given you, 
even to the half of my kingdom." 4And 
Esther said, "If it please the king, let 
the king and Haman come this day to a 
dinner that I have prepared for the 
king." ' Then said the king, "Bring 
Haman quickly, that we may do as 
Esther desires." So the king and Haman 
came to the dinner that Esther had pre
pan:d. "And as they were drinking 
wine, the king said to Esther, "What is 
your petition) It shall be granted you. 
And what is your request? Even to the 
hall uf my kingdom, it shall be ful
filled." 7 But Esther said, "My petition 
and my request is: x If I have found 
favor in the sight of the king, and if it 
please the king to grant my petition and 
fulfil my request, let the king and 
Haman come tomorrow'' to the dinner 
which I will prepare for them, and 
tomorrow I will do as the king has 
said." 

9 And Haman went out that day 
joyful and glad of heart. But when 
Haman saw Mor'decai in the king's 
gate, that he neither rose nor trem
bled before him, he was filled with 
wrath against Mor"decai. 10 Neverthe
less Haman restrained himself, and 
went home; and he sent and fetched 
his friends and his wife Zeresh. llAnd 
Haman recounted to them the splen
dor of his riches, the number of his 
sons, all the promotions with which 
the king had honored him, and how he 
had advanced him above the princes and 
the servants of the king. 12And Haman 
added, "Even Queen Esther let no one 
come with the king to the banquet she 
prepared but myself. And tomorrow 
also I am invited by her together with 
the king. 1.1 Yet all this does me no 
good, so lung as I see Mor'decai the 
Jew sitting at the king's gate." 14 Then 
his wife Zeresh and all his friends said 
to him, "Let a gallows fifty cubits high 
be made, and in the morning tell the 
king to have Mor'decai hanged upon it; 
then go merrily with the king to the 
dinner." This counsel pleased Haman, 
and he had the gallows made. 

6 On that night the king could not 
sleep; and he gave orders to bring 

the book of memorable deeds, the 
chronicles, and they were read before 
the king. 2And it was found written 
how Mor'decai had told about Bigthana 
'1 ( fk Heb lacks tomorrow I' Heb 1hi:m 

and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, 
who guarded the threshold, and who 
had sought to lay hands upon King 
Ahasu-e'rus. -1And the king said, "What 
honor or dignity has been bestowed on 
Mor'decai for this)" The king's servants 
who attended him said, "Nothing has 
been done for him." ~And the king said, 
"Who is in the court?" Now Haman 
had just entered the outer court of 
the king's palace to speak to the king 
about having Mor'decai hanged on 
the gallows that he had prepared for 
him. s So the king's servants told him, 
"Haman is there, standing in the 
court." And the king said, "Let him 
come in." 6 So Haman came in, and the 
king said to him, "What shall be done to 
the man whom the king delights to 
honor?" And Haman said to himself, 
"Whom would the king delight to honor 
more than me?" 7And Haman said to 
the king, "For the man whom the king 
delights to honor, H let royal robes be 
brought, which the king has worn, and 
the horse which the king has ridden, and 
on whose head a royal crown is set; 
9 and let the robes and the horse be 
handed over to one of the king's most 
noble princes; let him,. array the man 
whom the king delights to honor, and 
let him" conduct the man on horseback 
through the open square of the city, 
proclaiming before him: 'Thus shall it 
be done to the man whom the king 
delights to honor.' " Io Then the king 
said to Haman, "Make haste, take the 
robes and the horse, as you have said, 
and do so to Mor'decai the Jew who sits 
at the king's gate. Leave out nothing 
that you have mentioned." 11 So Haman 
took the robes and the horse, and he 
arrayed Mor'decai and made him ride 
through the open square of the city, 
proclaiming, "Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delights to 
honor." 

12 Then Mor'decai returned to the 
king's gate. But Haman hurried to his 
house, mourning and with his head 
covered. L1And Haman told his wife 
Zeresh and all his friends everything 
that had befallen him. Then his wise 
men and his wife Zeresh said to him, 
"If Mor'decai, before whom you have 
begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, 
you will not prevail against him but will 
surely fall before him." 
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14 While they were yet talking with gave it to Mor'decai. And Esther set 

him, the king's eunuchs arrived and Mor'decai over the house of Haman. 
brought Haman in haste to the banquet 3 Then Esther spoke again to the 
that Esther had prepared. king; she fell at his feet and besought 

7 So the king and Haman went in to him with tears to avert the evil design 
feast with Queen Esther. 2And on of Haman the Ag'agite and the plot 

the second day, as they were drinking which he had devised against the Jews. 
wine, the king again said to Esther, 4And the king held out the golden 
"What is your petition, Queen Esther? scepter to Esther, sand Esther rose and 
It shall be granted you. And what is stood before the king. And she said, "If 
your request? Even to the half of my it please the king, and if I have found 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled." 3 Then favor in his sight, and if the thing seem 
Queen Esther answered, "If I have right before the king, and I be pleasing 
found favor in your sight, 0 king, and in his eyes, let an order be written to 
if it please the king, let my life be given revoke the letters devised by Haman the 
me at my petition, and my people at my Ag'agite, the son of Hammeda'tha, 
request. 4 For we are sold, I and my which he wrote to destroy the Jews who 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and are in all the provinces of the king. ° For 
to be annihilated. If we had been sold how can I endure to see the calamity 
merely as slaves, men and women, I that is coming to my people? Or how 
would have held my peace; for our can I endure to see the destruction of 
affliction is not to be compared with the my kindred?" 7 Then King Ahasu-e'rus 
loss to the king." s Then King Ahasu- said to Queen Esther and to Mor'decai 
e'rus said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, the Jew, "Behold, I have given Esther 
and where is he, that would presume to the house of Haman, and they have 
do this?" 6And Esther said, "A foe and hanged him on the gallows, because he 
enemyl This wicked Haman!" Then would lay hands on the Jews. 8And you 
Haman was in terror before the king and may write as you please with regard to 
the queen. 7And the king rose from the the Jews, in the name of the king, and 
feast in wrath and went into the palace seal it with the king's ring; for an edict 
garden; but Haman stayed to beg his written in the name of the king and 
life from Queen Esther, for he saw that sealed with the king's ring cannot be 
evil was determined against him by the revoked." 
king. 8And the king returned from the 9 The king's secretaries were sum
palace garden to the place where they moned at that time, in the third month, 
were drinking wine, as Haman was which is the month of Sivan, on the 
falling on the couch where Esther was; twenty-third day; and an edict was 
and the king said, "Will he even assault written according to all that Mor'decai 
the queen in my presence, in my own commanded concerning the Jews to the 
house?" As the words left the mouth of satraps and the governors and the 
the king, they covered Haman's face. princes of the provinces from India to 
9 Then said Harbo'na, one of the eu- Ethiopia, a hundred and twenty-seven 
nuchs in attendance on the king, provinces, to every province in its own 
"Moreover, the gallows which Haman script and to every people in its own 
has prepared for Mor'decai, whose word language, and also to the Jews in their 
saved the king, is standing in Haman's script and their language. 10 The writing 
house, fifty cubits high." IOAnd the was in the name of King Ahasu-e'rus 
king said, "Hang him on that." So they and sealed with the king's ring, and 
hanged Haman on the gallows which he letters were sent by mounted couriers 
had prepared for Mor'decai. Then the riding on swift horses that were used in 
anger of the king abated. the king's service, bred from the royal 

8 On that day King Ahasu-e'rus stud. 11 By these the king allowed the 
gave to Queen Esther the house of Jews who were in every city to gather 

Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And and defend th.::ir lives, to destroy, to 
Mor'decai came before the king, for slay, and to annihilate any armed force 
Esther had told what he was to her; of any people or province that might 
2 and the king took off his signet ring, attack them, with their children and 
which he had taken from Haman, and women, and to plunder their goods, 
7.2: Mk 6.23. 



Jews destroy their enemies 439 ESTHER 9 
12 upon one day throughout all the tha and Ada'lia and Arida'tha 9 and 
provinces of King Ahasu-e'rus, on the Parmash'ta and Ar'isai and Ar'idai and 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, Vaiza'tha, 10 the ten sons of Haman the 
which is the month of Adar. DA copy of son of Hammeda'tha, the enemy of the 
what was written was to be issued as a Jews; but they laid no hand on the 
decree in every province, and by plunder. 
proclamation to all peoples, and the 11 That very day the number of 
Jews were to be ready on that day to those slain in Susa the capital was re
avenge themselves upon their enemies. ported to the king. 12And the king said 
14 So the couriers, mounted on their to Queen Esther, "In Susa the capital 
swift horses that were used in the king's the Jews have slain five hundred men 
service, rode out in haste, urged by the and also the ten sons of Haman. What 
king's command; and the decree was then have they done in the rest of the 
issued in Susa the capital. king's provinces! Now what is your 

15 Then Mor'decai went out from petition? It shall be granted you. And 
the presence of the king in royal robes what further is your request? It shall be 
of blue and white, with a great golden fulfilled." DAnd Esther said, "If it 
crown and a mantle of fine linen and please the king, let the Jews who are in 
purple, while the city of Susa shouted Susa be allowed tomorrow also to do 
and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light and according to this day's edict. And let the 
gladness and joy and honor. 17 And in ten sons of Haman be hanged on the 
every province and in every city, gallows." 14 So the king commanded 
wherever the king's command and his this to be done; a decree was issued in 
edict came, there was gladness and joy Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were 
among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. hanged. ts The Jews who were in Susa 
And many from the peoples of the gathered also on the fourteenth day of 
country declared themselves Jews, for the month of Adar and they slew three 
the fear of the Jews had fallen upon hundred men in Susa; but they laid no 
them. hands on the plunder. 

9 Now in the twelfth month, which 16 Now the other Jews who were in 
is the month of Adar, on the thir- the king's provinces also gathered to 

teenth day of the same, when the king's defend their lives, and got relief from 
command and edict were about to be their enemies, and slew seventy-five 
executed, on the very day when the thousand of those who hated them; but 
enemies of the Jews hoped to get the they laid no hands on the plunder. 
mastery over them, but which had been 17 This was on the thirteenth day of the 
changed to a day when the Jews should month of Adar, and on the fourteenth 
get the mastery over their foes, 2 the day they rested and made that a day of 
Jews gathered in their cities throughout feasting and gladness. ts But the Jews 
all the provinces of King Ahasu-e'rus who were in Susa gathered on the thir
to lay hands on such as sought their teenth day and on the fourteenth, and 
hurt. And no one could make a stand rested on the fifteenth day, making that 
against them, for the fear of them had a day of feasting and gladness. 19 There
fallen upon all peoples. 3All the princes fore the Jews of the villages, who live in 
of the provinces and the satraps and the the open towns, hold the fourteenth day 
governors and the royal officials also of the month of Adar as a day for glad
helped the Jews, for the fear of Mor'- ness and feasting and holiday-making, 
decai had fallen upon them. 4 For Mor'- and a day on which they send choice 
decai was great in the king's house, and portions to one another. 
his fame spread throughout all the 20 And Mor'decai recorded these 
provinces; for the man Mor'decai grew things, and sent letters to all the Jews 
more and more powerful. s So the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 
smote all their enemies with the sword, Ahasu-e'rus, both near and far, 21 en
slaughtering, and destroying them, and joining them that they should keep the 
did as they pleased to those who hated fourteenth day of the month Adar and 
them. 6 In Susa the capital itself the also the fifteenth day of the same, year 
Jews slew and destroyed five hundred by year, 22 as the days on which the 
men, 7 and also slew Par-shan-da'tha Jews got relief from their enemies, and 
and Dalphon and Aspa'tha 8 and Pora' - as the month that had been turned for 



ESTHER 9 440 Feast of Purim instituted 
them from sorrow into gladness and 
from mourning into a holiday; that 
they should make them days of feasting 
and gladness, days for sending choice 
portions to one another and gifts to the 
poor. 

23 So the Jews undertook to do as 
they had begun, and as Mor'decai had 
written to them. 24 For Haman the 
Ag'agite, the son of Hammeda'tha, the 
enemy of all the Jews, had plotted 
against the Jews to destroy them, and 
had cast Pur, that is the lot, to crush and 
destroy them; 25 but when Esther came 
before the king, he gave orders in writ
ing that his wicked plot which he had 
devised against the Jews should come 
upon his own head, and that he and his 
sons should be hanged on the gallows. 
2b Therefore they called these days 
Purim, after the term Pur. And there
fore, because of all that was written in 
this letter, and of what they had faced 
in this matter, and of what had befallen 
them, 27 the Jews ordained and took it 
upon themselves and their descendants 
and all who joined them, that without 
fail they would keep these two days ac
cording to what was written and at the 
time appointed every year, 28 that these 
days should be remembered and kept 
throughout every generation, in every 
family, province, and city, and that 
these days of Purim should never fall 

into disuse among the Jews, nor should 
the commemoration of these days cease 
among their descendants. 

29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter 
of Ab'ihail, and Mor'decai the Jew 
gave full written authority, confirming 
this second letter about Purim. 30 Let
ters were sent to all the Jews, to the 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces of 
the kingdom of Ahasu-e'rus, in words 
of peace and truth, 31 that these days of 
Purim should be observed at their ap
pointed seasons, as Mor'decai the Jew 
and Queen Esther enjoined upon the 
Jews, and as they had laid down for 
themselves and for their descendants, 
with regard to their fasts and their 
lamenting. 32 The command of Queen 
Esther fixed these practices of Purim, 
and it was recorded in writing. 

lo King Ahasu-e'rus laid tribute 
on the land and on the coast

lands of the sea. 2And all the acts of 
his power and might, and the full ac
count of the high honor of Mor'decai, 
to which the king advanced him, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Media and 
Persia? 3 For Mor'decai the Jew was 
next in rank to King Ahasu-e'rus, and 
he was great among the Jews and popu
lar with the multitude of his brethren, 
for he sought the welfare of his people 
and spoke peace to all his people. 

THE BOOK OF 

JOB 

1 There was a man in the land ofUz, 
whose name was Job; and that man 

was blameless and upright, one who 
feared God, and turned away from evil. 
2 There were born to him seven sons 
and three daughters. 3 He had seven 
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hun
dred she-asses, and very many servants; 
so that this man was the greatest of all 
the people of the east. 4 His sons used to 
go and hold a feast in the house of each 
on his day; and they would send and 
" Heb 1he adversary 

invite their three sisters to eat and drink 
with them. SAnd when the days of the 
feast had run their course, Job would 
send and sanctify them, and he would 
rise early in the morning and offer 
burnt offerings according to the number 
of them all; for Job said, "It may be 
that my sons have sinned, and cursed 
God in their hearts." Thus Job did 
continually. 

6 Now there was a day when the sons 
of God came to present themselves be
fore the LORD, and Satan• also came 



Satan permiued to test Job 441 JOB 2 
among them. 7 The LoRD said to Satan, LORD gave, and the LoRD has taken 
"Whence have you come?" Satan an- away; blessed be the name of the 
swered the LORD, "From going to and LORD." 
fro on rhe earth, and from walking up 22 In all this Job did not sin or charge 
and down on it." 8And the LORD said to God wirh wrong. 
Satan, "Have you considered my serv- 2 Again there was a day when the 
ant Job, that rhere is none like him on sons of God came to present them
the earth, a blameless and upright man, selves before the LORD, and Satan also 
who fears God and turns away from came among them to present himself 
evil?" 9 Then Saran answered the before rhe LORD. 2And the LORD said to 
LoRD, "Does Job fear God for nought? Satan, "Whence have you come?" 
10 Hast thou not put a hedge about him Satan answered the LORD, "From going 
and his house and all chat he has, on to and fro on the earth, and from walk
every side? Thou hasr blessed the work ing up and down on it." lAnd the LORD 
of his hands, and his possessions have said to Satan, "Have you considered my 
increased in the land. 11 But put forrh servant Job, that there is none like him 
thy hand now, and touch all that he has, on the earth, a blameless and upright 
and he will curse rhee to thy face." man, who fears God and turns away 
12And rhe LORD said to Satan, "Be- from evil? He still holds fast his integ
hold, all chat he has is in your power; rity, although you moved me against 
only upon himself do not put forth your him, to destroy him without cause." 
hand." So Satan went forth from the 4 Then Satan answered the LORD, 
presence of the LORD. "Skin for skin! All that a man has he 

13 Now there was a day when his will give for his life. s But put forth thy 
sons and daughters were eating and hand now, and touch his bone and his 
drinking wine in their eldest brother's flesh, and he will curse thee to thy 
house; 14 and there came a messenger face." 6And the LORD said to Satan, 
to Job, and said, "The oxen were "Behold, he is in your power; only 
plowing and the asses feeding beside spare his life." 
them; 15 and the Sabe'ans fell upon 7 So Satan went forth from the 
them and took them, and slew the presence of rhe LORD, and afflicted Job 
servants with the edge of rhe sword; and with loathsome sores from the sole of 
I alone have escaped to tell you." his foot to the crown of his head. BAnd 
lo While he was yet speaking, there he took a potsherd with which to scrape 
came another, and said, "The fire of himself, and sat among the ashes. 
God fell from heaven and burned up 9 Then his wife said to him, "Do you 
the sheep and the servants, and con- still hold fast your integrity? Curse God, 
sumed them; and I alone have escaped and die." Io But he said to her, "You 
to tell you." 17 While he was yet speak- speak as one of the foolish women would 
ing, rhere came anorher, and said, "The speak. Shall we receive good at the 
Chalde'ans formed rhree companies, hand of God, and shall we not receive 
and made a raid upon the camels and evil?" In all this Job did not sin with his 
took them, and slew the servants with lips. 
the edge of the sword; and I alone have 11 Now when Job's three friends 
escaped to tell you." 18 While he was heard of all this evil that had come upon 
yet speaking, rhere came another, and him, they came each from his own place, 
said, "Your sons and daughters were El'iphaz the Te'manite, Bildad the 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest Shuhite, and Zophar the Na'amathite. 
brorher's house; 19 and behold, a grear They made an appointment together to 
wind came across rhe wilderness, and come to condole with him and comfort 
struck rhe four corners of the house, and him. 12And when they saw him from 
ir fell upon the young people, and afar, they did nor recognize him; and 
they are dead; and I alone have escaped they raised their voices and wept; and 
to tell you." they rent their robes and sprinkled dusr 

20 Then Job arose, and rent his robe, upon their heads toward heaven. llAnd 
and shaved his head, and fell upon the they sat with him on the ground seven 
ground, and worshiped. 21And he said, days and seven nights, and no one 
"Naked I came from my mother's spoke a word to him, for they saw that 
womb, and naked shall I return; the his suffering was very great. 



JOB 3 442 Job bewails his birch 
and the slave is free from his 

master. 3 After this Job opened his mouth 
and cursed the day of his birth. 

2 And Job said: 
3 "Let the day perish wherein I was 

born, 
and the night which said, 
'A man-child is conceived.' 

4 Let that day be darkness! 
May God above not seek it, 
nor light shine upon it. 

5 Let gloom and deep darkness claim it. 
Let clouds dwell upon it; 
let the blackness of the day terrify 

it. 
6 That night-let thick darkness seize 

it! 
let it not rejoice among the days 

of the year, 
let it not come into the number of 

the months. 
7 Yea, let that night be barren; 

let no joyful cry be heardb in it. 
8 Let those curse it who curse the day, 

who are skilled to rouse up Levi
athan. 

9 Let the stars of its dawn be dark; 
let it hope for light, but have none, 
nor see the eyelids of the morning; 

IO because it did not shut the doors of 
my mother's womb, 

nor hide trouble from my eyes. 

11 "Why did I not die at birth, 
come forth from the womb and 

expire? 
12 Why did the knees receive me? 

Or why the breasts, that I should 
suck? 

13 For then I should have lain down and 
been quiet; 

I should have slept; then I should 
have been at rest, 

14 with kings and counselors of the earth 
who rebuilt ruins for themselves, 

15 or with princes who had gold, 
who filled their houses with silver. 

16 Or why was I not as a hidden un
timely birth, 

as infants that never see the light? 
17 There the wicked cease from trou

bling, 
and there the weary are at rest. 

18 There the prisoners are at ease to
gether; 

they hear not the voice of the task-
master. 

19 The small and the great are there, 
1' Heb come c Heb before 
3.3-19: ]er 20.14-18. 

20 "Why is light given to him that is in 
misery, 

and life to the bitter in soul, 
21 who long for death, but it comes not, 

and dig for it more than for hid 
treasures; 

22 who rejoice exceedingly, 
and are glad, when they find the 

grave? 
23 Why is light given to a man whose 

way is hid, 
whom God has hedged in? 

24 For my sighing comes asc my bread, 
and my groanings are poured out 

like water. 
25 For the thing that I fear comes upon me, 

and what I dread befalls me. 
26 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; 

I have no rest; but trouble comes." 

4 Then El'iphaz the Te'manite 
answered: 

2 "If one ventures a word with you. 
will you be offended? 

Yet who can keep from speaking? 
3 Behold, you have instructed many, 

and you have strengthened the 
weak hands. 

4 Your words have upheld him who 
was stumbling, 

and i·ou have made firm the feeble 
knees. 

5 But now it has come to you, and you 
are impatient; 

it touches you, and you are dis
mayed. 

6 Is not your fear of God your confi
dence, 

and the integrity of your ways your 
hope? 

7 "Think now, who that was innocent 
ever perished? 

Or where were the upright cut oft? 
8 As I have seen, those who plow in

iquity 
and sow trouble reap the same. 

9 By the breath of God they perish, 
and by the blast of his anger they 

are consumed. 
10 The roar of the lion, the voice of th~ 

fierce lion, 
the teeth of the young lions, are 

broken. 



"Man is born to trouble" 443 JOB 5 
11 The strong lion perishes for lack of 

prey, 
and the whelps of the lioness are 

scattered. 

12 "Now a word was brought to me 
stealthily, 

my ear received the whisper of it. 
1.1 Amid thoughts from visions of the 

night, 
when deep sleep falls on men, 

14 dread came upon me, and trembling, 
which made all my bones shake. 

JS A spirit glided past my face; 
the hair of my flesh stood up. 

16 It stood still, 
but I could not discern its ap

pearance. 
A form was before my eyes ; 

there. was silence, then I heard a 
v01ce: 

17 'Can mortal man be righteous be
fore" God? 

Can a man be ·pure before" his 
Maker? 

1 H Even in his servants he puts no trust, 
and his angels he charges with 

error; 
19 how much more those whu dwell in 

houses of clay, 
whose foundation is in the dust, 
who are crushed before the moth. 

20 Between morning and evening they 
are destroyed; 

they perish for ever without any 
regarding it. 

21 If their tent-cord is plucked up within 
them, 

do they not die, and that without 
wisdom?' 

5 "Call now; is there any one who 
will answer you? 

To which of the holy ones will you 
turn? 

2 Surely vexation kills the fool, 
and jealousy slays the simple. 

3 I have seen the fool taking root, 
but suddenly I cursed his dwelling. 

4 His sons are far from safety, 
they are crushed in the gate, 
and there is no one to deliver them. 

5 His harvest the hungry eat, 
and he takes it even out of thorns;' 
and the thirsty/ pant after his Y 

wealth. 

° For affliction does not come from the 
dust, 

nor does trouble sprout from the 
ground; 

7 but man is born to trouble 
as the sparks fly upward. 

8 "As for me, I would seek God, 
and to God would I commit my 

cause; 
9 who does great things and unsearch

able, 
marvelous things without number: 

10 he gives rain upon the earth 
and sends waters upon the fields; 

11 he sets on high those who are lowly, 
and those who mourn are lifted to 

safety. 
12 He frustrates the devices of the 

crafty, 
so that their hands achieve no 

. success. 
p He takes the wise in their own 
r craftiness; 

and the schemes of the wily are 
brought to a quick end. 

14 They meet with darkness in the day
time, 

and grope at noonday as in the 
night. 

15 But he saves the fatherless from their 
mouth,h 

the needy from the hand of the 
mighty. 

16 So the poor have hope, 
and injustice shuts her mouth. 

17 "Behold, happy is the man whom 
God reproves ; 

therefore despise not the chasten
ing of the Almighty. 

18 For he wounds, but he binds up; 
he smites, but his hands heal. 

19 He will deliver you from six troubles; 
in seven there shall no evil touch 

you. 
20 In famine he will redeem you from 

death, 
and in war from the power of the 

sword. 
21 You shall be hid from the scourge of 

the tongue, 
and shall not fear destruction when 

it comes. 
22 At destruction and famine you shall 

laugh, 

Z g~ :"H:bt~':i'~er;a~eb obscure I Aquila Symmachus Syr Vg: Heb snare Y Heb 1heir 

5.12-13: I Cor 3.19. 



JOB 5 444 Job reproaches his friends 
and shall not fear the beasts of the 

earth. 
2.1 For you shall be in league with the 

stones of the field, 
and the beasts of the field shall be 

at peace with you. 
24 You shall know that your tent is safe, 

and you shall inspect your fold and 
miss nothing. 

25 You shall know also that your de
scendants shall be many, 

and your offspring as the grass of 
the earth. 

20 You shall come to your grave in ripe 
old age, 

as a shock of grain comes up to the 
threshing floor in its season. 

27 Lo, this we have searched out; it is 
true. 

Hear, and know it for your good.'" 

6 Then Job answered: 
2 "O that my vexation were weighed, 
and all my calamity laid in the 

balances! 
. 1 For then it would be heavier than the 

sand of the sea; 
therefore my words have been rash. 

4 For the arrows of the Almighty are 
in me; 

my spirit drinks their poison; 
the terrors of God are arrayed 

against me. 
5 Does the wild ass bray when he has 

grass, 
or the ox low over his fodder? 

6 Can that which is tasteless be eaten 
without salt, 

or is there any taste in the slime of 
the purslane?i 

7 My appetite refuses to touch them; 
they are as food that is loathsome 

to me.k 

8 "O that I might have my request, 
and that God would grant my 

desire; 
q that it would please God to crush me, 

that he would let loose his hand 
and cut me off! 

10 This would be my consolation; 
I would even exult1 in pain un

sparing; 
for I have not denied the words of 

the Holy One. 

11 What is my strength, that I should 
wait? 

And what is my end, that I should 
be patient? 

12 ls my strength the strength of stones, 
or is my flesh bronze? 

L1 In truth I have no help in me, 
and any resource is driven from 

me. 

14 "He who withholds"' kindness from 
a friend 

forsakes the fear of the Almighty. 
15 My brethren are treacherous as a 

torrent-bed, 
as freshets that pass away, 

16 which are dark with ice, 
and where the snow hides itself. 

11 In time of heat they disappear; 
when it is hot, they vanish from 

their place. 
I H The caravans turn aside from their 

course; 
they go up into the waste, and 

perish . 
19 The caravans of Terna look, 

the travelers of Sheba hope. 
20 They are disappointed because they 

were confident; 
they come thither and are con

founded. 
21 Such you have now become to me;" 

you see my calamity, and are 
afraid. 

22 Have I said, 'Make me a gift'? 
Or, 'From your wealth offer a 

bribe for me'? 
23 Or, 'Deliver me from the adversary's 

hand'? 
Or, 'Ransom me from the hand of 

oppressors'? 

24 "Teach me, and I will be silent; 
make me understand how I ha,·e 

erred. 
25 How forceful are honest words 1 

But what does reproof from you 
reprove? 

26 Do you think that you can reprove 
words, 

when the speech of a despairing 
man is wind? 

27 You would even cast lots over the 
fatherless, 

and bargain over your friend. 

i Heb for yourself 
J The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain k Heb obscure 
1 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 111 Syr Vg Compare Tg: Heb obscure 
" Co Compare Gk Syr: Heb obscure 



"Does God pervert justice?" 445 JOB 8 
2H "But now, be pleased to look at 14 then thou dost scare me with dreams 

me· and terrify me with visions, 
for I ~ill not lie to your face. 15 so that I would choose strangling 

29 Turn, I pray, let no wrong be done. and death rather than my bones. 
Turn now, my vindication is at lo I loathe my life; I would not live for 

stake. ever. 
JO Is there any wrong on my tongue? Let me alone, for my days are a 

Cannot my taste discern calamity? breath. 

7 "Has not man a hard service upon 
earth, 

and are not his days like the days 
of a hireling? 

2 Like a slave who longs for the 
shadow, 

and like a hireling who looks for his 
wages, 

3 so I am allotted months of emptiness, 
and nights of misery are appor

tioned to me. 
4 When I lie down I say, 'When shall 

I arise?' 
But the night is long, 
and I am full of tossing till the 

dawn. 
5 Mv flesh is clothed with worms and 

· dirt; 
my skin hardens, then breaks out 

afresh. 
0 My days are swifter than a weaver's 

shuttle, 
and come to their end without 

hope. 

7 "Remember that my life is a breath; 
my eye will never again see good. 

s The eye of him who sees me will 
behold me no more; 

while thy eyes are upon me, I shall 
be gone. 

9 As the cloud fades and vanishes, 
so he who goes down to Sheol does 

not come up; 
1o he returns no more to his house, 

nor does his place know him any 
more. 

11 "Therefore I will not restrain my 
mouth; 

I will speak in the anguish of my 
spirit; 

I will complain in the bitterness of 
my soul. 

12 Arn I the sea, or a sea monster, 
that thou settest a guard over me? 

1.1 When I say, 'My bed will comfort 
me, 

my couch will ease my complaint,' 
7.17: p, 8.4. 

17 What is man, that thou dost make so 
much of him, 

and that thou dost set thy mind 
upon him, 

18 dost visit him every morning, 
and test him every moment? 

19 How long wilt thou not look away 
from me, 

nor let me alone till I swallow my 
spittle? 

20 If I sin, what do I do to thee, thou 
watcher of men? 

Why hast thou made me thy mark? 
Why have I become a burden to 

thee? 
21 Why dost thou not pardon my 

transgression 
and take away my iniquity? 

For now I shall lie in the earth; 
thou wilt seek me, but I shall not 

be." 

8 Then Bildad the Shuhite an
swered: 

2 "How long will you say these things, 
and the words of your mouth be a 

great wind? 
3 Does God pervert justice? 

Or does the Almighty pervert the 
right? 

4 If your children have sinned against 
him, 

he has delivered them into the 
power of their transgression. 

5 If you will seek God 
and make supplication to the Al

mighty, 
6 if you are pure and upright, 

surely then he will rouse himself 
for you 

and reward you with a rightful 
habitation. 

7 And though your beginning was 
small, 

your latter days will be very great. 

H "For inquire, I pray you, of bygone 
ages, 

and consider what the fathers have 
found; 



JOB 8 446 "How can I answer him?" 
9 for we are but of yesterday, and know 

nothing, 
for our days on earth are a shadow. 

IO Will they not teach you, and tell you, 
and utter words out of their under

standing? 

I I "Can papyrus grow where there is no 
marsh? 

Can reeds flourish where there is 
no water? 

12 While yet in flower and not cut down, 
they wither before any other plant. 

13 Such are the paths of all who forget 
God; 

the hope of the godless man shall 
perish. 

14 His confidence breaks in sunder, 
and his trust is a spider's web. n 

IS He leans against his house, but it 
does not stand; 

he lays hold of it, but it does not 
endure. 

16 He thrives before the sun, 
and his shoots spread over his 

garden. 
17 His roots twine about the stoneheap; 

he lives among the rocks.P 
IS If he is destroyed from his place, 

then it will deny him, saying, 
'I have never seen you.' 

19 Behold, this is the joy of his way; 
and out of the earth others will 

spring. 

20 "Behold, God will not reject a blame
less man, 

nor take the hand of evildoers. 
21 He will yet fill your mouth with 

laughter, 
and your lips with shouting. 

22 Those who hate you will be clothed 
with shame, 

and the tent of the wicked will be 
no more.'' 

9 Then Job answered: 
2 "Truly I know that it is so: 

But how can a man be just before 
God? 

J If one wished to contend with him, 
one could not answer him once 

in a thousand times. 
4 He is wise in heart, and mighty in 

strength 
-who has hardened himself against 

him, and succeeded?-

s he who removes mountains, and they 
know it not, 

when he overturns them in his 
anger; 

6 who shakes the earth out of its place, 
and its pillars tremble; 

7 who commands the sun, and it does 
not rise; 

who seals up the stars; 
B who alone stretched out the heavens, 

and trampled the waves of the sea;'' 
9 who made the Bear and Orion, 

the Plei'ades and the chambers of 
the south; 

10 who does great things beyond under
standing, 

and marvelous things without 
number. 

11 Lo, he passes by me, and I see him 
not; 

he moves on, but I do not per
ceive him. 

12 Behold, he snatches away; who can 
hinder him? 

Who will say to him, 'What doest 
thou'? 

13 "God will not turn back his anger ; 
beneath him bowed the helpers of 

Rahab. 
14 How then can I answer him, 

choosing my words with him? 
IS Though I am innocent, I cannot an 

swer him; 
I must appeal for mercy to my 

accuser.' 
16 If I summoned him and he answered 

me, 
I would not believe that he was 

listening to my voice. 
17 For he crushes me with a tempest, 

and multiplies my wounds without 
cause; 

IB he will not let me get my breath, 
but fills me with bitterness. 

19 If it is a contest of strength, behold 
him! 

If it is a matter of justice, who can 
summon him?' 

20 Though I am innocent, my own 
mouth would condemn me; 

though I am blameless, he would 
prove me perverse. 

21 I am blameless; I regard nor my· 
self; 

I loathe my life. 
22 It is all one; therefore I say, 

~ Heb house P Gk Vg: Heb uncertain tl Or trampled the back of the s-:a dragon r Or for my rigJu 
° Compare Gk: Heb me. The text of lhc verse is uncenain 



"I loathe my /if e" 447 JOB 10 
he destroys both the blameless and 

the wicked. 
23 When disaster brings sudden death, 

he mocks at the calamity' of the 
innocent. 

24 The earth is given into the hand of 
the wicked; 

he covers the faces of its judges
if it is not he, who then is it? 

25 "My days are swifter than a runner; 
they flee away, they see no good. 

26 They go by like skiffs of reed, 
like an eagle swooping on the prey. 

21 If I say, 'I will forget my complaint, 
I will put off my sad countenance, 

and be of good cheer,' 
28 I become afraid of all my suffering, 

for I know thou wilt not hold me 
innocent. 

29 I shall be condemned; 
why then do I labor in vain? 

30 If I wash myself with snow, 
and cleanse my hands with lye, 

31 yet thou wilt plunge me into a pit, 
and my own clothes will abhor me. 

32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I 
might answer him, 

that we should come to trial to
gether. 

3.1 There is no" umpire between us, 
who might lay his hand upon us 

both . 
.\4 Let him take his rod away from me, 

and let not dread of him terrify me. 
35 Then I would speak without fear of 

him, 

10 
for I am not so in myself. 

"I loathe my life; 
I will give free utterance to my 
complaint; 

I will speak in the bitterness of my 
soul. 

2 I will say to God, Do not condemn 
me; 

let me know why thou dost contend 

or thy years as man's years, 
6 that thou dost seek out my iniquity 

and search for my sin, 
7 although thou knowest that I am 

not guilty, 
and there is none to deliver out of 

thy hand? 
H Thy hands fashioned and made 

me; 
and now thou dost tum about and 

destroy me. v 
9 Remember that thou hast made me 

of clay;w 
and wilt thou tum me to dust 

again? 
IO Didst thou not pour me out like milk 

and curdle me like cheese? 
II Thou didst clothe me with skin and 

flesh, 
and knit me together with bones 

and sinews. 
12 Thou hast granted me life and stead

fast love; 
and thy care has preserved my 

spirit. 
B Yet these things thou didst hide in 

thy heart; 
I know that this was thy purpose. 

14 If I sin, thou dost mark me, 
and dost not acquit me of my 

iniquity. 
15 If I am wicked, woe to me! 

If I am righteous, I cannot lift up 
my head, 

for I am filled with disgrace 
and look upon my affliction. 

16 And if I lift myself up,x thou dost 
hunt me like a lion, 

and again work wonders against 
me; 

17 thou dost renew thy witnesses against 
me, 

and increase thy vexation toward 
me; 

thou dost bring fresh hosts against 
me.Y 

against me. 18 "Why didst thou bring me forth from 
·1 Docs it seem good to thee to oppress, the womb? 

to despise the work of thy hands Would that I had died before any 
and favor the designs of the eye had seen me, 

wicked? 19 and were as though I had not been, 
4 Hast thou eyes of flesh? carried from the womb to the 

Dost thou see as man sees? grave. 
~ Are thy days as the days of man, 20 Are not the days of my life few? z 

1 The meaning of rhe Hebrew word is uncen.ain "Another reading is Would that there were 
''. Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb made me together round about and thou dost de51roy me 
" Gk: I icb like clay I Syr: Heb he lifts himself up 
11 Cn Compare Gk: Heb changes and a host are with me 
;_ Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb Are not my days Jew? Let him cease 



JOB 10 448 Job accused of iniquity 
Let me alone, that I may find a 15 Surely then you will lift up your face 

little comfort" without blemish; 
21 before I go whence I shall not return, you will be secure, and will not 

to the land of gloom and deep fear. 
darkness, 16 You will forget your misery; 

22 the land of gloom'' and chaos, you will remember it as waters that 
where light is as darkness." have passed away. 

11 Then Zophar the Na'amathite 
answered: 

2 "Should a multitude of words go 
unanswered, 

and a man full of talk be vindi
cated? 

3 Should your babble silence men, 
and when you mock, shall no one 

shame you? 
4 For you say, 'My doctrine is pure, 

and I am clean in God's eyes.' 
s But oh, that God would speak, 

and open his lips to you, 
6 and that he would tell you the secrets 

of wisdom! 
For he is manifold in understand-

ing.r 
Know then that God exacts of you 

less than your guilt deserves. 

7 "Can you find out the deep things 
of God? 

Can you find out the limit of the 
Almighty? 

8 It is higher than heavend-what can 
you do? 

Deeper than Sheol-what can you 
know? 

9 Its measure is longer than the 
earth, 

and broader than the sea. 
10 If he passes through, and imprisons, 

and calls to judgment, who can 
hinder him? 

11 For he knows worthless men; 
when he sees iniquity, will he not 

consider it? 
12 But a stupid man will get under

standing, 
when a wild ass's colt is born a 

man. 

13 "If you set your heart aright, 
you will stretch out your hands 

toward him. 
14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far 

away, 
and let not wickedness dwell in 

your tents. 

17 And your life will be brighter than 
the noonday; 

its. darkness will be like the morn
mg. 

18 And you will have confidence, be
cause there is hope; 

you will be protected' and take 
your rest in safety. 

19 You will lie down, and none will 
make you afraid ; 

many will entreat your favor. 
20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail; 

all way of escape will be lost to 
them, 

and their hope is to breathe their 
last." 

12 Then Job answered: 
2 "No doubt you are the people, 

and wisdom will die with you. 
l But I have understanding as well as 

you; 
I am not inferior to you. 
Who does not know such things as 

these? 
4 I am a laughingstock to my friends; 

I, who called upon God and he 
answered me, 

a just and blameless man, am a 
laughingstock. 

In the thought of one who is at ease 
there is contempt for misfor
tune; 

it is ready for those whose feet slip. 
6 The tents of robbers are at peace, 

and those who provoke God are 
secure, 

who bring their god in their hand.I 

7 "But ask the beasts, and they will 
teach you; 

the birds of the air, and they will 
tell you; 

8 or the plants of the earth,'1 and they 
will teach you; 

and the fish of the sea will declare 
to you. 

9 Who among all these does not know 
that the hand of the LORD has done 

this? 
a Heb bng~11m up 11 Heb gloom •H d11rlmt:H, dl'•'P dark11•'.1.'i c Heb obscure ti Heb Th.: J,,·rghts 1J} h<-ll'i.'•'" 
1
' Or you w1/J look arou11d 7 Hebrew uncertain ''Or ·'P•'llk 11' the .·11rrh 



Job affirms God's power 449 JOB 13 
10 In his hand is the life of every living 4 As for you, you whitewash with lies; 

thing worthless physicians are you all. 
and the breath of all mankind. 5 Oh that you would keep silent, 

11 Does not the ear try words and it would be your wisdom! 
as the palate tastes food? 6 Hear now my reasoning, 

12 Wisdom is with the aged, and listen to the pleadings of my 
and understanding in length of lips. 

days. 7 Will you speak falsely for God, 
and speak deceitfully for him? 

1.1 "With God" are wisdom and might; 
he has counsel and understanding. 

14 If he tears down, none can rebuild; 
if he shuts a man in, none can 

open. 
15 If he withholds the waters, they dry 

up; 
if he sends them out, they over

whelm the land. 
16 With him are strength and wisdom; 

the deceived and the deceiver are 
his. 

11 He leads counselors away stripped, 
and judges he makes fools. 

1 K He looses the bonds of kings, 
and binds a waistcloth on their 

loins. 
I'> He leads priests away stripped, 

and overthrows the mighty. 
20 He deprives of speech those who are 

trusted, 
and takes away the discernment of 

the elders. 
21 He pours contempt on princes, 

and looses the belt of the strong. 
22 He uncovers the deeps out of dark

ness, 
and brings deep darkness to light. 

23 He makes nations great, and he de
stroys them: 

he enlarges nations, and leads 
them away. 

24 He takes away understanding from 
the chiefs of the people of the 
earth, 

and makes them wander in a path
less waste. 

25 They grope in the dark without light; 
and he makes them stagger like a 

drunken man. 

13 "Lo, my eye has seen all this, 
my ear has heard and under

stood it. 
2 What you know, I also know; 

I am not inferior to you. 
J But I would speak to the Almighty, 

and I desire to argue my case with 
God. 

11 Heb him i Gk: Heb Why sho14/d I take? 

K Will you show partiality toward him, 
will you plead the case for God? 

9 Will it be well with you when he 
searches you out? 

Or can you deceive him, as one 
deceives a man? 

10 He will surely rebuke you 
if in secret you show partiality. 

11 Will not his majesty terrify you, 
and the dread of him fall upon you? 

12 Your maxims are proverbs of ashes, 
your defenses are defenses of clay. 

13 "Let me have silence, and I will 
speak, 

and let come on me what may. 
14 I will takei my flesh in my teeth, 

and put my life in my hand. 
15 Behold, he will slay me; I have no 

hope; 
yet I will defend my ways to his 

face. 
16 This will be my salvation, 

that a godless man shall not come 
before him. 

17 Listen carefully to my words, 
and let my declaration be in your 

ears. 
1 K Behold, I have prepared my case; 

I know that I shall be vindicated. 
l'J Who is there that will contend with 

me? 
For then I would be silent and 

die. 
20 Only grant two things to me, 

then I will not hide myself from 
thy face: 

21 withdraw thy hand far from me, 
and let not dread of thee terrify 

me. 
22 Then call, and I will answer; 

or let me speak, and do thou reply 
to me. 

2.1 How many are my iniquities and my 
sins? 

Make me know my transgression 
and my sin. 

24 Why dost thou hide thy face, 
and count me as thy enemy? 



JOB 13 450 Frailty of man 
that thou wouldest conceal me 

until thy wrath be past, 
25 Wilt thou frighten a driven leaf 

and pursue dry chaff? 
26 For thou writest bitter things against 

me, 
and makest me inherit the in

iquities of my youth. 
27 Thou puttest my feet in the stocks, 

and watchest all my paths; 
thou settest a bound to the soles 

of my feet. 
28 ManJ wastes away like a rotten thing, 

like a garment that is motheaten. 

14 "Man that is born of a woman is 
of few days, and full of trouble. 

2 He comes forth like a flower, and 
withers; 

he flees like a shadow, and con
tinues not. 

3 And dost thou open thy eyes upon 
such a one 

and bring himk into judgment with 
thee? 

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? 

There is not one. 
5 Since his days are determined, 

and the number of his months is 
with thee, 

and thou hast appointed his bounds 
that he cannot pass, 

6 look away from him, and desist,1 
that he may enjoy, like a hireling, 

his day. 

7 "For there is hope for a tree, 
if it be cut down, that it will sprout 

again, 
and that its shoots will not cease. 

8 Though its root grow old in the 
earth, 

and its stump die in the ground, 
9 yet at the scent of water it will bud 

and put forth branches like a young 
plant. 

10 But man dies, and is laid low; 
man breathes his last, and where 

is he? 
11 As waters fail from a lake, 

and a river wastes away and dries 
up, 

12 so man lies down and rises not again; 
till the heavens are no more he will 

not awake, 
or be roused out of his sleep. 

13 Oh that thou wouldest hide me in 
Sheol, 

iHeb He k Gk Syr Vg: Heb me 
l Cn: Heb that he may desist 

that thou wouldest appoint me a 
set time, and remember me! 

14 If a man die, shall he live again? 
All the days of my service I would 

wait, 
till my release should come. 

IS Thou wouldest call, and I would 
answer thee; 

thou wouldest long for the work of 
thy hands. 

16 For then thou wouldest number my 
steps, 

thou wouldest not keep watch over 
my sin; 

17 my transgression would be sealed up 
in a bag, 

and thou wouldest cover over my 
iniquity. 

18 "But the mountain falls and crumbles 
away, 

and the rock is removed from its 
place; 

19 the waters wear away the stones; 
the torrents wash away the soil of 

the earth; 
so thou destroyest the hope of man. 

20 Thou prevailest for ever against him, 
and he passes; 

thou changest his countenance, 
and sendest him away. 

21 His sons come to honor, and he does 
not know it; 

they are brought low, and he per
ceives it not. 

22 He feels only the pain of his own 
body, 

and he mourns only for himself." 

15 Then Eli'phaz the Te'manitc 
answered: 

2 "Should a wise man answer with 
windy knowledge, 

and fill himself with the east wind' 
3 Should he argue in unprofitable talk, 

or in words with which he can do 
no good? 

4 But you are doing away with the fear 
of God, 

and hindering meditation before 
God. 

5 For your iniquity teaches your 
mouth, 

and you choose the tongue of the 
crafty. 



Job rebuked by E/iphaz 451 JOB 16 
6 Your own mouth condemns you, and 

not I; 
your own lips testify against you. 

7 "Are you the first man that was born? 
Or were you brought forth before 

the hills? 
8 Have you listened in the council of 

God? 
And do you limit wisdom to your

self? 
9 What do you know that we do not 

know? 
Whar do you undersrand thar is 

nor clear to us? 
10 Boch rhe gray-haired and che aged 

are among us, 
older rhan your farher. 

11 Are rhe consolations of God loo 
small for you, 

or the word char deals gently with 
you? 

12 Why does your hean carry you away, 
and why do your eyes flash, 

13 chat you rum your spirit againsr God, 
and lee such words go our of your 

mourh? 
14 What is man, char he can be clean? 

Or he chat is born of a woman, 
thar he can be righreous? 

IS Behold, God puts no trust in his holy 
ones, 

and rhe heavens are nor clean in his 
sighr; 

16 how much less one who is abominable 
and corrupt, 

a man who drinks iniquiry like 
waler! 

17 "I will show you, hear me; 
and whar I have seen I will declare 

IR (whar wise men have cold, 
and rheir fathers have nor hidden, 

19 co whom alone rhe land was given, 
and no srranger passed among 

chem). 
20 The wicked man writhes in pain all 

his days, 
chrough all the years chat are laid 

up for rhe ruthless. 
21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; 

in prosperity che destroyer will 
come upon him. 

22 He does not believe that he will re
turn out of darkness, 

and he is destined for che sword. 
23 He wanders abroad for bread, saying, 

'Where is it?' 

He knows that a day of darkness is 
ready at his hand; 

24 distress and anguish terrify him; 
they prevail against him, like a king 

prepared for battle. 
25 Because he has stretched forth his 

hand against God, 
and bids defiance to the Almighty, 

26 running stubbornly against him 
with a thick-bossed shield; 

27 because he has covered his face with 
his fat, 

and gathered fat upon his loins, 
28 and has Ii ved in desolate cities, 

in houses which no man should 
inhabit, 

which were destined to become 
heaps of ruins; 

29 he will not be rich, and his wealch 
will not endure, 

nor will he strike root in che 
earth;m 

30 he will not escape from darkness ; 
the flame will dry up his shoots, 
and his blossomn will be swept 

away 0 by the wind. 
31 Let him not trust in emptiness, de

ceiving himself; 
for emptiness will be his recom

pense. 
32 It will be paid in full before his time, 

and his branch will not be green. 
33 He will shake off his unripe grape, 

like the vine, 
and cast off his blossom, like the 

olive tree. 
34 For the company of the godless is 

barren, 
and fire consumes the tents of 

bribery. 
35 They conceive mischief and bring 

forth evil 
and their heart prepares deceit." 

16 Then Job answered: 
2 "I have heard many such 
things; 

miserable comforters are you all. 
3 Shall windy words have an end? 

Or what provokes you chat you 
answer? 

4 I also could speak as you do, 
if you were in my place; 
could join words togecher against 

you, 
and shake my head at you. 

s I could strengchen you wich my 
mouth, 

m Vg: Heb obscure 11 Gk: Heb mourh ° Cn: Heb will depart 



JOB 16 452 Job reproves his friends 
21 that he would maintain the right of " 

man with God, 
and the solace of my lips would 

assuage your pain. 

6 "If I speak, my pain is nor assuaged, 
and if I forbear, how much of ir 

leaves me? 
7 Surely now God has worn me our; 

he hasP made desolare all my 
company. 

8 And he hasP shriveled me up, 
which is a wirness againsr me; 

and my leanness has risen up againsr 
me, 

ir restifies ro my face. 
9 He has ram me in his wrarh, and 

hared me; 
he has gnashed his reerh at me; 
my adversary sharpens his eyes 

againsr me. 
10 Men have gaped ar me wirh rhcir 

mouth, 
they have srruck me insolently 

upon the cheek, 
they mass themselves togerher 

against me. 
11 God gives me up ro rhe ungodly, 

and casts me into the hands of the 
wicked. 

12 I was ar ease, and he broke me 
asunder; 

he seized me by the neck and 
dashed me ro pieces ; 

he set me up as his rarger, 
n his archers surround me. 

He slashes open my kidneys, and 
does nor spare ; 

he pours out my gall on rhe ground. 
14 He breaks me wirh breach upon 

breach; 
he nms upon me like a warrior. 

is I have sewed sackclorh upon my 
skin, 

and have laid my strength in rhc 
dust. 

16 My face is red with weeping, 
and on my eyelids is deep darkness; 

17 although there is no violence in my 
hands, 

and my prayer is pure. 

18 "O earth, cover nor my blood, 
and ler my cry find no resring place. 

19 Even now, behold, my wirness is in 
heaven, 

and he rhar vouches for me is on 
high. 

20 My friends scorn me; 
my eye pours our rears to God, 

like11 that of a man with his neigh
bor. 

22 For when a few years have come 
I shall go the way whence I shall 

not return. 

17 My spirit is broken, my day•. 
are extinct, 

the grave is ready for me. 
2 Surely there arc mockers about me. 

and my eye dwells on rheir proni. 
cation. 

3 "Lay down a pledge for me wirh 
rhyself; 

who is rhere that will give sure!, 
for me? 

4 Since thou hasr closed rhcir minds 111 

undersranding, 
therefore rhou wilr nor ler them 

rriumph. 
5 He who informs againsr his frienJ, 

ro ger a share of rheir propem. 
the eyes of his children will fail. 

6 "He has made me a byword of tlw 
peoples, 

and I am one before whom m~11 
spit. 

7 My eye has grown dim from gri,·! 
and all my members are like .1 

shadow. 
H Uprighr men are appalled at this. 

and the innocent srirs himself ur 
against the godless. 

Y Yet the righreous holds ro his way, 
and he that has clean hands gro\\' 

stronger and stronger. 
10 But you, come on again, all of y011. 

and I shall nor find a wise m.111 

among you. 
11 My days are past, my plans '11, 

broken off, 
the desires of my heart. 

12 They make night into day; 
'The light,' they say, 'is near l<' 

the darkness.'' 
u If I look for Sheol as my house, 

if I spread my couch in darkne~" 
14 if I say to the pit, 'You are my father.· 

and to the worm, 'My mother,' N 

'My sister,' 
15 where then is my hope? 

Who will see my hope? 
lo Will it go down to the bars of Shcti\" 

Shall we descend together into th<' 
dust?" 

P Heb thou hast q Syr Vg Tg: Heh ,rnJ ' Heb obscure 



Bildad on wickedness 453 JOB 19 

18 Then Bildad the Shuhite an
swered: 

2 "How long will you hunt for words? 
Consider, and then we will speak. 

J Why are we counted as cattle? 
Why are we stupid in your sight? 

4 You who tear yourself in your anger, 
shall the earth be forsaken for you, 
or the rock be removed out of its 

place? 

5 "Yea, the light of the wicked is put 
out, 

and the flame of his fire does not 
shine. 

6 The light is dark in his tent, 
and his lamp above him is put out. 

7 His strong steps are shortened 
and his own schemes throw him 

down. 
H For he is cast into a net by his own 

feet, 
and he walks on a pitfall. 

9 A trap seizes him by the heel, 
a snare Jays hold of him. 

10 A rope is hid for him in the ground, 
a trap for him in the path. 

11 Terrors frighten him on every side, 
and chase him at his heels. 

12 His strength is hunger-bitten, 
and calamity is ready for his 

stumbling. 
13 By disease his skin is consumed; 

the first-born of death consumes 
his limbs. 

14 He is torn from the tent in which he 
trusted, 

and is brought to the king of 
terrors. 

15 In his tent dwells that which is none 
of his; 

such is the place of him who knows 
not God." 

19 Then Job answered: 
2 "How Jong will you torment 
me, 

and break me in pieces with words? 
l These ten times you have cast re

proach upon me; 
are you not ashamed to wrong me? 

4 And even if it be true that I have 
erred, 

my error remains with myself. 
s If indeed you magnify yourselves 

against me, 
and make my humiliation an argu

ment against me, 
6 know then that God has put me in the 

wrong, 
and closed his net about me. 

7 Behold, I cry out, 'Violence!' but I 
am not answered ; 

I call aloud, but there is no justice. 
8 He has walled up my way, so that I 

cannot pass, 
and he has set darkness upon my 

paths. 
9 He has stripped from me my glory, 

and taken the crown from my head. 
to He breaks me down on every side, 

and I am gone, 
and my hope has he pulled up like 

a tree. 
11 He has kindled his wrath against 

me, 
and counts me as his adversary. 

12 His troops come on together; 
they have cast up siegeworks 1 

against me, 
and encamp round about my tent. 

brimstone is scattered upon his 13 "He has put my brethren far from 
habitation. me, 

16 His roots dry up beneath, and my acquaintances are wholly 
and his branches wither above. estranged from me. 

17 His memory perishes from the earth, 14 My kinsfolk and my close friends 
and he has no name in the street. have failed me; 

18 He is thrust from light into darkness, IS the guests in my house have for-
and driven out of the world. gotten me; 

19 He has no offspring or descendant my maidservants count me as a 
among his people, stranger; 

and no survivor where he used to have become an alien in their 
live. eyes. 

20 They of the west are appalled at his 16 I call to my servant, but he gives me 
day, no answer; 

and horror seizes them of the east. I must beseech him with my 
21 Surely such are the dwellings of the mouth. 

ungodly, 17 I am repulsive to my wife, 
i; Cn: Heb .-, consumes the limbs of his skin I Heb their way 



JOB 19 454 "My redeemer lives" 
6 Though his height mount up co the 

heavens, 
loathsome to the sons of my own 

mother. 
IH Even young children despise me; 

when I rise they talk against me. 
19 All my intimate friends abhor me, 

and those whom I loved have 
turned against me. 

20 My bones cleave to my skin and to 
my flesh, 

and I have escaped by the skin of 
my teeth. 

21 Have pity on me, have pity on me, 
0 you my friends, 

for the hand of God has touched 
me! 

22 Why do you, like God, pursue me? 
Why are you not satisfied with my 

flesh? 

23 "Oh thac my words were written! 
Oh chac chey were inscribed in a 

book! 
24 Oh chat wich an iron pen and lead 

they were graven in che rock for 
ever! 

25 For I know chat my Redeemer" lives, 
and at lase he will stand upon che 

earch; ,. 
26 and afcer my skin has been chus de

stroyed, 
chen from"' my flesh I shall see 

God,x 
27 whom I shall see on my side,Y 

and my eyes shall behold, and noc 
anocher. 

My hearc fain cs wichin me! 
2H If you say, 'How we will pursue him!' 

and, 'The rooc of che matter is 
found in him'; 

29 be afraid of che sword, 
for wrach brings the punishment of 

the sword, 
chac you may know there is a judg

ment." 

20 Then Zophar the Na'amathice 
answered: 

2 "Therefore my choughcs answer me, 
because of my hasce wichin me. 

-1 I hear censure which insulcs me, 
and ouc of my underscanding a 

spirit answers me. 
4 Do you not know this from of old, 

since man was placed upon earch, 
5 chat che exulcing of che wicked is 

shore, 
and che joy of the godless but for 

a moment? 

and his head reach to che clouds, 
7 he will perish for ever like his own 

dung; 
chose who have seen him will say, 

'Where is he?' 
8 He will fly away like a dream, and not 

be found; 
he will be chased away like a 

vision of the night. 
9 The eye which saw him will see him 

no more, 
nor will his place any more behold 

him. 
10 His children will seek che favor of the 

poor, 
and his hands will give back hi' 

wealth. 
11 His bones are full of youthful vigor. 

but it will lie down with him in 
che dust. 

12 "Though wickedness is sweet in his 
mouth, 

though he hides it under hi' 
tongue, 

13 though he is loach to lee it go, 
and holds it in his mouth, 

14 yet his food is turned in his stomach. 
ic is the gall of asps within him. 

15 He swallows down riches and vomih 
chem up again; 

God casts them out of his belly. 
16 He will suck che poison of asps; 

che tongue of a viper will kill him. 
17 He will not look upon che rivers, 

the streams flowing with honev 
and curds. 

18 He will give back the fruit of his 
toil, 

and will not swallow it down; 
from the profit of his trading 

he will gee no enjoyment. 
19 For he has crushed and abandoned 

the poor, 
he has seized a house which he did 

not build. 

20 "Because his greed knew no rest, 
he will not save anything in which 

he delights. 
21 There was nothing left after he had 

eaten; 
therefore his prosperity will nu1 

endure. 
22 In the fulness of his sufficiency he 

will be in straits; 
" Or VrnJiwror '' Or dust 1" Or wirhow .r The meaning of this verse is unccnain Y Or for myu~f 



Prosperity of the wicked 455 JOB 21 
all the force of misery will come 

upon him. 
23 To fill his belly to the full 

God z will send his fierce anger into 
him, 

and rain it upon him as his food.a 
24 He will flee from an iron weapon; 

a bronze arrow will strike him 
through. 

25 It is drawn forth and comes out of 
his body, 

the glittering point comes out of 
his gall; 

terrors come upon him. 
26 Utter darkness is laid up for his 

treasures; 
a fire not blown upon will devour 

him; 
what is left in his tent will be con

sumed. 
27 The heavens will reveal his iniquity, 

and the earth will rise up against 
him. 

28 The possessions of his house will be 
carried away, 

dragged off in the day of God'sb 
wrath. 

29 This is the wicked man's portion 
from God, 

the heritage decreed for him by 
God." 

21 Then Job answered: 
2 "Listen carefully to my words, 

and let this be your consolation. 
3 Bear with me, and I will speak, 

and after I have spoken, mock on. 
4 As for me, is my complaint against 

man? 
Why should I not be impatient? 

5 Look at me, and be appalled, 
and lay your hand upon your 

mouth. 
6 When I think of it I am dismayed, 

and shuddering seizes my flesh. 
7 Why do the wicked live, 

reach old age, and grow mighty 
in power? 

8 Their children are established in 
their presence, 

and their offspring before their 
eyes. 

9 Their houses are safe from fear, 
and no rod of God is upon them. 

10 Their bull breeds without fail; 
their cow calves, and does not cast 

her calf. 
z Heb h~ a Cn: Heb in his flesh h Heb his r Heb he 
d The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncenain 

11 They send forth their little ones like 
a flock, 

and their children dance. 
12 They sing to the tambourine and the 

lyre, 
and rejoice to the sound of the 

pipe. 
13 They spend their days in prosperity, 

and in peace they go down to 
Sheol. 

14 They say to God, 'Depart from us! 
We do not desire the knowledge of 

thy ways. 
15 What is the Almighty, that we should 

serve him? 
And what profit do we get if we 

pray to him?' 
16 Behold, is not their prosperity in 

their hand? 
The counsel of the wicked is far 

from me. 

17 "How often is it that the lamp of the 
wicked is put out? 

That their calamity comes upon 
them? 

That Gode distributes pains in 
his anger? 

18 That they are like straw before the 
wind, 

and like chaff that the storm car
ries away? 

19 You say, 'God stores up their iniquity 
for their sons.' 

Let him recompense it to them
selves, that they may know it. 

20 Let their own eyes see their destruc
tion, 

and let them drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty. 

21 For what do they care for their 
houses after them, 

when the number of their months 
is cut off? 

22 Will any teach God knowledge, 
seeing that he judges those that 

are on high? 
23 One dies in full prosperity, 

being wholly at ease and secure, 
24 his bodyd full of fat 

and the marrow of his bones moist. 
25 Another dies in bitterness of soul, 

never having tasted of good. 
26 They lie down alike in the dust, 

and the worms cover them. 

27 "Behold, I know your thoughts, 



JOB 21 456 Eliphaz reproves Job 
and your schemes to wrong me. 

2H For you say, 'Where is the house of 
the prince? 

Where is the tent in which the 
wicked dwelt?' 

29 Have you not asked those who travel 
the roads, 

and do you not accept their 
testimony 

JO that rhe wicked man is spared in rhe 
day of calamity, 

that he is rescued in the day of 
wrath? 

JI Who declares his way to his face, 
and who requites him for whar he 

has done? 
32 When he is borne to the grave, 

warch is kept over his tomb. 
ll The clods of the valley are sweet to 

him· 
all me~ follow after him, 
and those who go before him are 

innumerable. 
l4 How then will you comfort me with 

empty nothings? 
There is nothing left of your 

answers but falsehood." 

22 Then El'iphaz the Te'manite 
answered: 

2 "Can a man be profitable to God? 
Surely he who is wise is profitable 

to himself. 
J Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if 

you are righteous, 
or is it gain to him if you make 

your ways blameless? 
4 Is it for your fear of him that he 

reproves you, 
and enters into judgment with 

you? 
Is not your wickedness great? 

There is no end to your iniquities. 
6 For you have exacted pledges of your 

brothers for nothing, 
and stripped the naked of their 

clothing. 
7 You have given no water to the 

weary to drink, 
and you have withheld bread from 

the hungry. 
8 The man with power possessed the 

land, 
and the favored man dwelt in it. 

9 You have sent widows away empty, 
and the arms of the fatherless 

were crushed. 

IO Therefore snares are round abour 
you, 

and sudden terror overwhelms 
you; 

11 your light is darkened, so thar'' you 
cannot see, 

and a flood of water covers you. 

12 "Is not God high in rhe heavens' 
See the highest scars, how lofry 

they are! 
ll Therefore you say, 'Whar does God 

know? 
Can he judge through rhe deep 

darkness? 
14 Thick clouds enwrap him, so that he 

does nor see, 
and he walks on the vault of 

heaven.' 
15 Will you keep to the old way 

which wicked men have trod? 
16 They were snatched away before 

their time; 
their foundation was washed away. 

17 They said ro God, 'Depart from us,' 
and 'What can the Almighry do 

to us?'l 
1 s Yet he filled their houses wirh good 

things-
but the counsel of the wicked is 

far from me. 
19 The righteous see it and are glad; 

the innocent laugh them to scorn, 
20 saying, 'Surely our adversaries are 

cut off, 
and what they left rhe fire has 

consumed.' 

21 "Agree with God, and be at peace; 
thereby good will come to you. 

22 Receive instruction from his mourh, 
and lay up his words in your heart. 

23 If you return to the Almighry and 
humble yourself,• 

if you remove unrighteousness far 
from your tents, 

24 if you lay gold in the dust, 
and gold of Ophir among rhc 

stones of the torrent bed, 
25 and if the Almighty is your gold, 

and your precious silver; 
26 then you will delight yourself in the 

Almighty, 
and lift up your face to God. 

27 You will make your prayer to him, 
and he will hear you; 

and you will pay your vows. 
'' Cn Compare Gk: Heb or darkT1ess f Gk Syr: Heb th.:m Y Gk: Heb you wr// b~· bui/c up 
22.2-3: Job 35.6-8. 



Job longs to find God 457 JOB 24 
28 You will decide on a matter, and 15 Therefore I am terrified at his 

it will be established for you, presence; 
and light will shine on your ways. when I consider, I am in dread 

29 For God abases the proud,'1 of him. 
but he saves the lowly. 16 God has made my heart faint; 

Ju He delivers the innocent man ;i the Almighty has terrified me; 
you will be delivered through the 17 for I am 0 hemmed in by darkness, 

cleanness of your hands." and thick darkness covers my 

23 Then Job answered: 
2 "Today also my complaint is 
bitter ,J 

his' hand is heavy in spite of my 
groaning. 

J Oh, that I knew where I might find 
him, 

that I might come even to his seat! 
4 I would lay my case before him 

and fill my mouth with arguments. 
5 I would learn what he would answer 

me, 
and understand what he would 

say to me. 
6 Would he contend with me in the 

greatness of his power? 
No; he would give heed to me. 

7 There an upright man could reason 
with him, 

and I should be acquitted for ever 
by my judge. 

face.P 

24 "Why are not times of judg
ment kept by the Almighty, 

and why do those who know him 
never see his days? 

2 Men remove landmarks ; 
they seize flocks and pasture them. 

3 They drive away the ass of the 
fatherless; 

they take the widow's ox for a 
pledge. 

4 They thrust the poor off the road ; 
the poor of the earth all hide 

themselves. 
s Behold, like wild asses in the desert 

they go forth to their toil, 
seeking prey in the wilderness 

as food fJ for their children. 
6 They gather their' fodder in the 

field 
and they glean the vineyard of the 

wicked man. 
H "Behold, I go forward, but he is not 7 They lie all night naked, without 

there; clothing, 
and backward, but I cannot per- and have no covering in the 

ceive him; cold. 
'J on the left hand I seek him,' but 8 They are wet with the rain of the 

cannot behold him; mountains, 
I"' turn to the right hand, but and cling to the rock for want of 

cannot see him. shelter. 
Io But he knows the way that I take; 9 (There are those who snatch the 

when he has tried me, I shall come fatherless child from the breast, 
forth as gold. and take in pledge the infant of 

11 My foot has held fast to his steps; the poor.) 
I have kept his way and have not 10 They go about naked, without 

turned aside. clothing; 
12 I have not departed from the com- hungry, they carry the sheaves; 

mandment of his lips; 11 among the olive rows of the wicked-' 
I have treasured in" my bosom the they make oil; 

words of his mouth. they tread the wine presses, but 
I.\ But he is unchangeable and who can suffer thirst. 

turn him? 12 From out of the city the dying 
What he desires, that he does. groan, 

14 For he will complete what he ap- and the soul of the wounded cries 
points for me; for help; 

and many such things are in his yet God pays no attention to 
mind. their prayer. 

1'. Cn: Ht·b whe11 they ab11sed Yf" said, Proud i Gk Syr Vg: Heb him rhac is nor im1ocem 
J S~r Vg Tg: Heb rebellious Gk Syr: Heb"')' I Compare Syr: Heb on the left hand when he works 
:;j H~b x~,J ~,ct!,e ,~,H~t x;~: f1}f/b~heir 1~~~t~0:e Ms: Heb am nor P Vg: Heb from my face 



JOB 24 458 Man's inferiority to God 
ll "There are those who rebel against 

the light, 
who are not acquainted with its 

ways, 
and do not stay in its paths. 

14 The murderer ri~es in the dark, 1 

that he may kill the poor and 
needy; 

and in the night he is as a thief. 
15 The eye of the adulterer also waits 

for the twilight, 
saying, 'No eye will see me'; 
and he disguises his face. 

1 o In the dark they dig through houses; 
by day they shut themselves up; 
they do not know the light. 

17 For deep darkness is morning to all 
of them; 

for they are friends with the terrors 
of deep darkness. 

18 "You say, 'They are swiftly carried 
away upon the face of the 
waters; 

their portion is cursed in the land ; 
no treader turns toward their 

vineyards. 
19 Drought and heat snatch away the 

snow waters; 
so does Sheol those who have 

sinned. 
20 The squares of the town" forget 

them; 
their name,. is no longer remem

bered; 
so wickedness is broken like a tree.' 

21 "They feed on the barren childless 
woman, 

and do no good to the widow. 
22 Yet God w prolongs the life of the 

mighty by his power; 
they rise up when they despair of 

life. 
2J He gives them security, and they 

are supported; 
and his eyes are upon their ways. 

24 They are exalted a little while, and 
then are gone; 

they wither and fade like the 
mallow;x 

they are cut off like the heads of 
grain. 

25 If it is not so, who will prove me a 
liar, 

and show that there is nothing in 
what I say?" 

25 Then Bildad the Shuhite 
answered: 

2 "Dominion and fear are with God ;Y 
he makes peace in his high 

heaven. 
l Is there any nwnber to his armies? 

Upon whom does his lighr not 
arise? 

4 How then can man be righteous be
fore God? 

How can he who is born of woman 
be clean? 

s Behold, even the moon is not bright 
and the stars are not clean in his 

sight; 
6 how much less man, who is a mag

got, 
and the son of man, who is a 

worm!" 

26 Then Job answered: 
2 "How you have helped him 
who has no power! 

How you have saved the arm that 
has no strength! 

l How you have counseled him who 
has no wisdom, 

and plentifully declared sound 
knowledge! 

4 With whose help have you uttered 
words, 

and whose spirit has come forth 
from you? 

5 The shades below tremble, 
the waters and their inhabitants. 

6 Sheol is naked before God, 
and Abaddon has no covering. 

7 He stretches out the north over the 
void, 

and hangs the earth upon nothing. 
8 He binds up the waters in his thick 

clouds, 
and the cloud is not rent under 

them. 
9 He covers the face of the moon,' 

and spreads over it his cloud. 
10 He has described a circle upon the 

face of the waters 
at the boundary between light and 

darkness. 
11 The pillars of heaven tremble, 

and are astounded at his rebuke. 
12 By his power he stilled the sea; 

by his understanding he smme 
Rahab. 

1.1 By his wind the heavens were made 
fair; 

1 Cn: Heb at the light u Cn: Heb obscure ,. Cn: Heb a worm 11 ' Heb h~· r Gk: Heb all 
!I Heb him z Or his thrm1e 



Job\ f airh 459 JOB 28 
his hand pierced rhe fleeing ser- 1' Those who survive him rhe pcsri-

pcnr. knee buries, 
1; Lo, these are but the outskirts of his and their widows make no lam-

entation. ways; 
and how small a whisper do we 

hear of him! 
Bur rhc thunder of his power who 

can understand?" 

27 And Job again took up his dis
course, and said: 

2 '"As God lives, who has raken away 
my right, 

and rhc Almighty, who has made 
my soul bitter; 

3 as long as my breath is in me, 
and rhe spirit of God is in my 

nostrils; 
; my lips will nor speak falsehood, 

and my tongue will nor urrer 
deceit. 

s Far be ir from me to say char you are 
right; 

rill I die I will nor pur away my 
integrity from me. 

" I hold fast my righteousness, and 
will not !er ir go; 

my heart does nor reproach me for 
any of my days. 

7 "Let my enemy be as rhe wicked, 
and let him that rises up against 

me be as the unrighteous. 
' For what is the hope of the godless 

when God cuts him off, 
when God takes away his life? 

9 Will God hear his cry, 
when trouble comes upon him? 

10 Will he take delight in rhe Almighty? 
Will he call upon God at all times? 

11 I will teach you concerning rhe hand 
of God; 

what is with the Almighty I will 
not conceal. 

12 Behold, all of you have seen it 
yourselves; 

why then have you become alto
gether vain? 

IJ "This is the portion of a wicked man 
with God, 

and the heritage which oppressors 
receive from the Almighty: 

14 If his children are multiplied, it is 
for the sword; 

and his offspring have not enough 
to eat. 

16 Though he heap up silver like dusr, 
and pile up clothing like clay; 

17 he may pile ir up, bur rhe jusr will 
wear ir, 

and rhe innocent will divide rhe 
silver. 

I~ The house which he builds is like a 
spider's web," 

like a booth which a watchman 
makes. 

19 He goes ro bed rich, bur will do so 
no more; 1' 

he opens his eyes, and his wealrh 
is gone. 

211 Terrors overtake him like a flood; 
in rhe night a whirlwind carries 

him off. 
21 The east wind lifts him up and he is 

gone; 
it sweeps him out of his place. 

22 It•· hurls ar him without pity; 
he flees from irsd power in head

long flight. 
2.1 Itr claps its'' hands ar him, 

and hisses ar him from its'' place. 

28 "Surely there is a mine for 
silver, 

and a place for gold which they 
refine. 

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, 
and copper is smelted from the 

ore. 
-1 Men put an end to darkness, 

and search out to the farthest 
bound 

the ore in gloom and deep dark
ness. 

4 They open shafts in a valley away 
from where men live; 

they are forgotten by travelers, 
they hang afar from men, they 

swing to and fro. 
s As for the earth, out of ir comes 

bread; 
bur underneath it is turned up as 

by fire. 
<>Its stones are the place of sapphires,'" 

and it has dust of gold. 

7 "That path no bird of prey knows, 
and the falcon's eye has not seen 

it. 
~ Cn compare Gk Syr: Heb He b11ild1 hi~ houu like th,, moth 

Gk Compare Syr: Heb ~h<.Jll 1101 bi: gt.Jth.:red ,. Or hi; (thac is, God) d Or his ''Or /apiJ lazuli 
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and meted out the waters by 

measure; 
R The proud beasts have not trodden 

it; 
the lion has not passed over it. 

""Man puts his hand to the flinty 
rock, 

and overturns mountains by the 
roots. 

10 He cuts out channels in the rocks, 
and his eye sees every precious 

thing. 
11 He binds up the streams so that they 

do not trickle, 
and the thing that is hid he brings 

forth to light. 

12 "But where shall wisdom be found? 
And where is the place of under

standing? 
l.l Man does not know the way to it/ 

and it is not found in the land of 
the living. 

14 The deep says, 'It is not in me,' 
and the sea says, 'It is not with 

me.' 
1 s It cannot be gotten for gold, 

and silver cannot be weighed as 
its price. 

16 It cannot be valued in the gold of 
Ophir, 

in precious onyx or sapphire." 
17 Gold and glass cannot equal it, 

nor can it be exchanged for jewels 
of fine gold. 

I~ No mention shall be made of coral 
or of crystal ; 

the price of wisdom is above 
pearls. 

'" The topaz of Ethiopia cannot com
pare with it, 

nor can it be valued in pure gold. 

20 "Whence then comes wisdom? 
And where is the place of under

standing? 
21 It is hid from the eyes of all living, 

and concealed from the birds of 
the air. 

22 Abaddon and Death say, 
'We have heard a rumor of it with 

our ears.' 

23 "God understands the way to it, 
and he knows its place. 

24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, 
and sees everything under the 

heavens. 
25 When he gave to the wind its weight, 
f Gk: Heb ir.• price fl Or /ap1.~ /a:w/1 

26 when he made a decree for the rain, 
and a way for the lightning of the 

thunder; 
27 then he saw it and declared it; 

he established it, and searched it 
out. 

28 And he said to man, 
'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 

is wisdom; 
and to depart from evil is under

standing.'" 

29 And Job again took up his dis
course, and said: 

2 "Oh, that I were as in the months 
of old, 

as in the days when God watched 
over me; 

3 when his lamp shone upon my head, 
and by his light I walked through 

darkness; 
4 as I was in my autumn days, 

when the friendship of God was 
upon my tent; 

5 when the Almighty was yet with me, 
when my children were about me; 

6 when my steps were washed with 
milk, 

and the rock poured out for me 
streams of oil! 

7 When I went out to the gate of the 
city, 

when I prepared my seat in the 
square, 

8 the young men s::rw me and with
drew, 

and the aged rose and stood; 
" the princes refrained from talking, 

and laid their hand on their 
mouth; 

10 the voice of the nobles was hushed, 
and their tongue cleaved to the 

roof of their mouth. 
11 When the ear heard, it called me 

blessed, 
and when the eye saw, it approved; 

12 because I delivered the poor who 
cried, 

and the fatherless who had none 
to help him. 

13 The blessing of him who was about 
to perish came upon me, 

and I caused the widow's heart to 
sing for joy. 

14 I put on righteousness, and it clothed 
me; 
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my justice was like a robe and a 

cur ban. 
" I was eyes to the blind, 

and feet to the lame. 
I ti I was a father to the poor, 

and I searched out the cause of 
him whom I did not know. 

11 I broke the fangs of the unrighteous, 
and made him drop his prey from 

his teeth. 
1x Then I thought, 'I shall die in my 

nest, 
and I shall multiply my days as the 

sand, 
19 my roots spread out to the waters, 

with the dew all night on my 
branches, 

20 my glory fresh with me, 
and my bow ever new m my 

hand.' 

21 "Men listened to me, and waited, 
and kept silence for my counsel. 

22 After I. spoke they did not speak 
agam, 

and my word dropped upon them. 
23 They . waited for me as for the 

ram; 
and they opened their mouths as 

for the spring rain. 
24 I smiled on them when they had no 

confidence; 
and the light of my countenance 

they did not cast down. 
25 I chose their way, and sat as chief, 

and I dwelt like a king among his 
troops, 

like one who comforts mourners. 

30 "But now they make sport of 
me, 

men who are younger than I, 
whose fathers I would have dis

dained 
to set with the dogs of my flock. 

2 What could I gain from the strength 
of their hands, 

men whose vigor is gone? 
·1 Through want and hard hunger 

they gnaw the dry and desolate 
ground;" 

4 they pick mallow and the leaves of 
bushes, 

and to warm themselves the roots 
of the broom. 

5 They are driven out from among 
men; 

they shout after them as after a 
thief. 

ti In the gullies of the torrents they 
must dwell, 

in holes of the earth and of the 
rocks. 

7 Among the bushes they bray; 
under the nettles they huddle to

gether. 
H A senseles~, a disreputable brood, 

they have been whipped out of 
the land. 

9 "And now I have become their song, 
I am a byword to them. 

10 They abhor me, they keep aloof 
from me; 

they do not hesitate to spit at the 
sight of me. 

11 Because God has loosed my cord 
and humbled me, 

they have cast off restraint in my 
presence. 

12 On my right haP..d the rabble rise, 
they drive me' forth, 
they cast up against me their ways 

of destruction. 
13 They break up my path, 

they promote my calamity; 
no one restrainsi them. 

14 As throughk a wide breach they 
come; 

amid the crash they roll on. 
JS Terrors are turned upon me; 

my honor is pursued as by the 
wind, 

and my prosperity has passed away 
like a cloud. 

16 "And now my soul is poured out 
within me; 

days of affliction have taken hold of 
me. 

11 The night racks my bones, 
and the pain that gnaws me takes 

no rest. 
IR \X'ith violence it seizes my garment ;I 

it binds me about like the collar of 
my tunic. 

19 God has cast me into the mire, 
and I have become like dust and 

ashes. 
20 I cry to thee and thou dost not an

swer me; 
I stand, and thou dost not"' heed 

me. 
21 Thou hast turned cruel to me; 

~1 He~ grmmJ y~stcrday waste i Heb "'.}'feet J Cn: H~b helps k Cn: Heb like 
Gk_ Heb my garment is disfigured 111 One Heb Ms and Vg: Heb lacks not 



JOB 30 462 Job's present wretchedness 
7 if my step has turned aside from the 

way, 
with the might of thy hand thou 

dost persecute me. 
22 Thou liftest me up on the wind, 

thou makest me ride on it, 
and thou tossest me about in the 

roar of the storm. 
2.1 Yea, I know that thou wilt bring me 

to death, 
and to the house appointed for all 

living. 

24 "Yet does not one in a heap of ruins 
stretch out his hand, 

and in his disaster cry for help?" 
25 Did not I weep for him whose day 

was hard? 
Was not my soul grieved for the 

poor? 
26 But when I looked for good, evil 

came; 
and when I waited for light, dark

ness came. 
27 My heart is in turmoil, and is never 

still; 
days of affliction come to meet me. 

2x I go about blackened, but not by the 
sun· 

I stand up in the assembly, and cry 
for help. 

29 I am a brother of jackals, 
and a companion of ostriches. 

.10 My skin turns black and falls from 
me, 

and my bones burn with heat. 
.\I My lyre is turned to mourning, 

31 

and my pipe to the voice of those 
who weep. 

"I have made a covenant with 
my eyes; 

how then could I look upon a 
virgin? 

2 What would be my portion from God 
above, 

and my heritage from the Al
mighty on high? 

J Does not calamity befall the un
righteous, 

and disaster the workers of in
iquity? 

4 Does not he see my ways, 
and number all my steps? 

5 "If I have walked with falsehood, 
and my foot has hastened to deceit; 

6 (Let me be weighed in a just balance, 
and let God know my integrity!) 

n Cn: Heb obscure 

and my heart has gone after my 
eyes, 

and if any spot has cleaved to my 
hands; 

8 then let me sow, and another eat; 
and let what grows for me be 

rooted out. 

9 "If my heart has been enticed to a 
woman, 

and I have lain in wait at my 
neighbor's door; 

10 then let my wife grind for another, 
and let others bow down upon her. 

11 For that would be a heinous crime; 
that would be an iniquity to be 

punished by the judges; 
12 for that would be a fire which con

sumes unto Abaddon, 
and it would burn to the root all my 

increase. 

13 "If I have rejected the cause of my 
manservant or my maidservant, 

when they brought a complaint 
against me; 

14 what then shall I do when God rises 
up? 

When he makes inquiry, what shall 
I answer him? 

15 Did not he who made me in the 
womb make him? 

And did not one fashion us in the 
womb? 

16 "If I have withheld anything that the 
poor desired, 

or have caused the eyes of the 
widow to fail, 

17 or have eaten my morsel alone, 
and the fatherless has not eaten of 

it 
18 (for from his youth I reared him as a 

father, 
and from his mother's womb I 

guided him"); 
19 if I have seen any one perish for lack 

of clothing, 
or a poor man without covering; 

20 if his loins have not blessed me, 
and if he was not warmed with the 

fleece of my sheep ; 
21 if I have raised my hand against the 

fatherless, 
because I saw help in the gate; 

n Cn: Heb for from my yomh he grn.v up to me Qs Q father, a11d from my mother's womb I ~uidcd ha 



Job asserts his integrity 463 JOB 32 
n then let my shoulder blade fall from 37 I would give him an account of all my 

my shoulder, steps; 
and let my arm be broken from its like a prince I would approach him. 

socket. 
2.1 For I was in terror of calamity from 

God, 
and I could not have faced his 

majesty. 

24 "If I have made gold my trust, 
or called fine gold my confidence; 

25 if I have rejoiced because my wealth 
was great, 

or because my hand had gotten 
much; 

26 if I have looked at the sun" when it 
shone, 

or the moon moving in splendor, 
27 and my hean has been secretly en

ticed, 
and my mouth has kissed my hand; 

2R this also would be an iniquity to be 
punished by the judges, 

for I should have been false to God 
above. 

2'J "If I have rejoiced at the ruin of him 
that hated me, 

or exulted when evil overtook 
him 

JO (I have not let my mouth sin 
by asking for his life with a curse); 

11 if the men of my tent have not said, 
'Who is there that has not been 

filled with his meat?' 
.12 (the sojourner has not lodged in the 

street; 
I have opened my doors to the 

wayfarer); 
J.I if I have concealed my transgressions 

from men,'' 
by hiding my iniquity in my 

bosom, 
.14 because I stood in great fear of the 

multitude, 
and the contempt of families 

terrified me, 
so that I kept silence, and did not 

go out of doors-
15 Oh, that I had one to hear me! 

I Here is my signature! let the Al
mighty answer me!) 

Oh, that I had the indictment 
written by my adversary! 

. lo Surely I would carry it on my 
shoulder; 

I would bind it on me as a crown; 
I' Heb the lixh1 11 Cn: Heb like mm or like Adam 
,. Gk Syr Vg: Heh ma11y 

JM "If my land has cried out against me, 
and its furrows have wept together; 

J'I if I have eaten its yield without pay
ment, 

and caused the death of its owners; 
40 let thorns grow instead of wheat, 

and foul weeds instead of barley." 

The words of Job are ended. 

32 So these three men ceased to 
answer Job, because he was 

righteous in his own eyes. 2 Then Eli'hu 
the son of Bar'achel the Buzite, of the 
family of Ram, became angry. He was 
angry at Job because he justified him
self rather than God; 3 he was angry 
also at Job's three friends because they 
had found no answer, although they had 
declared Job to be in the wrong. 4 Now 
Eli'hu had waited to speak to Job be
cause they were older than he. SAnd 
when Eli'hu saw that there was no 
answer in the mouth of these three men, 
he became angry. 

6 And Eli'hu the son of Bar'achel the 
Buzite answered: 

"I am young in years, 
and you are aged ; 

therefore I was timid and afraid 
to declare my opinion to you. 

7 I said, 'Let days speak, 
and many years teach wisdom.' 

x But it is the spirit in a man, 
the breath of the Almighty, 

that makes him understand. 
9 It is not the old' that are wise, 

nor the aged that understand what 
is right. 

10 Therefore I say, 'Listen to me; 
let me also declare my opinion.' 

11 "Behold, I waited for your words, 
I listened for your wise sayings, 
while you searched out what to say. 

12 I gave you my attention, 
and, behold, there was none that 

confuted Job, 
or that answered his words, among 

you . 
13 Beware lest you say, 'We have found 

wisdom; 
God may vanquish him, not man.' 



JOB 32 464 Elihu reproves Job 
14 He has not directed his words against 

me, 
and I will not answer him with 

your speeches. 

IS "They are discomfited, they answer 
no more; 

they have not a word to say. 
16 And shall I wait, because they do not 

speak, 
because they stand there, and 

answer no more? 
17 I also will give my answer; 

I also will declare my opinion. 
18 For I am full of words, 

the spirit within me constrains me. 
19 Behold, my heart is like wine that has 

no vent; 
like new wineskins, it is ready to 

burst. 
20 I must speak, that I may find relief; 

I must open my lips and answer. 
21 I will not show partiality to any 

person 
or use flattery toward any man. 

22 For I do not know how to flatter, 
else would my Maker soon put an 

end to me. 

33 "But now, hear my speech, 0 
Job, 

and listen to all my words. 
2 Behold, I open my mouth; 

the tongue in my mouth speaks. 
3 My words declare the uprightness of 

my heart, 
and what my lips know they speak 

sincerely. 
4 The spirit of God has made me, 

and the breath of the Almighty 
gives me life. 

s Answer me, if you can ; 
set your words in order before 

me; take your stand. 
6 Behold, I am toward God as you are; 

I too was formed from a piece of 
clay. 

7 Behold, no fear of me need terrify 
you; 

my pressure will not be heavy upon 
you. 

I am pure, and there is no iniquity 
mme. 

10 Behold, he finds occasions against me, 
he counts me as his enemy; 

11 he puts my feet in the stocks, 
and watches all my paths.' 

12 "Behold, in this you are not right. 
I will answer you. 

God is greater than man. 
13 Why do you contend against him, 

saying, 'He will answer none of 
my·' words'? 

14 For God speaks in one way, 
and in two, though man does not 

perceive it. 
IS In a dream, in a vision of the night, 

when deep sleep falls upon men, 
while they slumber on their beds, 

16 then he opens the ears of men, 
and terrifies them with warnings, 

17 that he may turn man aside from his 
deed, 

and cut off' pride from man ; 
18 he keeps back his soul from the Pit, 

his life from perishing by the 
sword. 

19 "Man is also chastened with pain 
upon his bed, 

and with continual strife in his 
bones; 

20 so that his life loathes bread, 
and his appetite dainty food. 

21 His flesh is so wasted away that it 
cannot be seen; 

and his bones which were not seen 
stick out. 

22 His soul draws near the Pit, 
and his life to those who bring 

death. 
2.1 If there be for him an angel, 

a mediator, one of the thousand, 
to declare to man what is right for 

him; 
24 and he is gracious to him, and says, 

'Deliver him from going down into 
the Pit, 

I have found a ransom; 
25 let his flesh become fresh with youth; 

let him return to the days of his 
youthful vigor' ; 

B "Surely, you have spoken in my 2o then man prays to God, and he 
hearing, accepts him, 

and I have heard the sound of your he comes into his presence with 
words. joy. 

9 You say, 'I am clean, without trans- He recounts" to men his salvation, 
gression; 27 and he sings before men, and says: 

.~ Compare Gk: Heb his 1 Cn: Heb hide 11 Cn: Heb re1urm 



Elihu justifies God 465 JOB 34 
'I sinned, and perverted what was 

right, 
and it was not requited to me. 

2x He has redeemed my soul from going 
down into the Pit, 

and my life shall see the light.' 

2<J "Behold, God does all these things, 
twice, three times, with a man, 

Jo to bring back his soul from the Pit, 
that he may see the light of life. v 

JI Give heed, 0 Job, listen to me; 
be silent, and I will speak. 

32 If you have anything to say, answer 
me; 

speak, for I desire to justify you. 
J.1 If not, listen to me; 

be silent, and I will teach you 
wisdom." 

34 Then Eli'hu said: 
2 "Hear my words, you wise 

men, 
and give ear to me, you who know; 

.1 for the ear tests words 
as the palate tastes food. 

4 Let us choose what is right; 
let us determine among ourselves 

what is good. 
' For Job has said, 'I am innocent, 

and God has taken away my right; 
r, in spite of my right I am counted a 

liar; 
my wound is incurable, though I 

am without transgression.' 
7 What man is like Job, 

who drinks up scoffing like water, 
' who goes in company with evildoers 

and walks with wicked men? 
9 For he has said, 'It profits a man 

nothing 
that he should take delight in God.' 

10 "Therefore, hear me, you men of 
understanding, 

far be it from God that he should 
do wickedness, 

and from the Almighty that he 
should do wrong. 

11 For according to the work of a man 
he will requite him, 

and according to his ways he will 
make it befall him. 

12 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, 
and the Almighty will not pervert 

justice. 
13 Who gave him charge over the earth 

and who laid on him w the whole 
world? 

14 If he should take back his spiriF to 
himself, 

and gather to himself his breath, 
15 all flesh would perish together, 

and man would return to dust. 

16 "If you have understanding, hear 
this; 

listen to what I say. 
17 Shall one who hates justice govern? 

Will you condemn him who is 
righteous and mighty, 

18 who says to a king, 'Worthless one,' 
and to nobles, 'Wicked man'; 

19 who shows no partiality to princes, 
nor regards the rich more than the 

poor, 
for they are all the work of his 

hands? 
20 In a moment they die; 

at midnight the people are shaken 
and pass away, 

and the mighty are taken away by 
no human hand. 

21 "For his eyes are upon the ways of a 
man, 

and he sees all his steps. 
22 There is no gloom or deep darkness 

where evildoers may hide them
selves. 

23 For he has not appointed a time" for 
any man 

to go before God in judgment. 
24 He shatters the mighty without in

vestigation, 
and sets others in their place. 

25 Thus, knowing their works, 
he overturns them in the night, 

and they are crushed. 
26 He strikes them for their wickedness 

in the sight of men, 
27 because they turned aside from fol

lowing him, 
and had no regard for any of his 

ways, 
28 so that they caused the cry of the 

poor to come to him, 
and he heard the cry of the af

flicted-
29 When he is quiet, who can condemn? 

When he hides his face, who can 
behold him, 

whether it be a nation or a man?-
30 that a godless man should not reign, 

•'~yr: Heb to be lighted with tire li'ght of life w Heb lacks on him x Heb his heart his spirit 
!I Cn: Heb yet 



JOB 34 466 "Perfect in knowledge" 
that he should not ensnare the 

people. 

.11 "For has any one said to God, 
'I have borne chastisement; I will 

not offend any more; 
32 teach me what I do not see; 

if I have done iniquity, I will do it 
no more'? 

.13 Will he then make requital to suit 
you, 

because you reject it? 
For you must choose, and not I; 

therefore declare what you know. z 
34 Men of understanding will say to me, 

and the wise man who hears me 
will say: 

35 'Job speaks without knowledge, 
his words are without insight.' 

36 Would that Job were tried to the end, 
because he answers like wicked 

men. 
37 For he adds rebellion to his sin; 

he claps his hands among us, 
and multiplies his words against 

God." 

35 And Eli'hu said: 
2 "Do you think this to be just? 

Do you say, 'It is my right before 
God,' 

3 that you ask, 'What advantage have I? 
How am I better off than if I had 

sinned?' 
4 I will answer you 

and your friends with you. 
5 Look at the heavens, and see; 

and behold the clouds, which are 
higher than you. 

6 If you have sinned, what do you ac
complish against him? 

And if your transgressions are mul
tiplied, what do you do to him? 

7 If you are righteous, what do you give 
to him; 

or what does he receive from your 
hand? 

8 Your wickedness concerns a man like 
yourself, 

and your righteousness a son of 
man. 

9 "Because of the multitude of op
pressions people cry out; 

they call for help because of the 
arm of the mighty. 

z The Hebrew of verses 29-33 is obscure 

10 But none says, 'Where is God my 
Maker, 

who gives songs in the night, 
I I who teaches us more than the beasts 

of the earth, 
and makes us wiser than the birds 

of the air?' 
12 There they cry out, but he does not 

answer, 
because of the pride of evil men. 

13 Surely God does not hear an empty 
cry, 

nor does the Almighty regard it. 
14 How much less when you say that 

you do not see him, 
that the case is before him, and you 

are waiting for him! 
IS And now, because his anger does not 

punish, 
and he does not greatly heed 

transgression, a 
16 Job opens his mouth in empty talk, 

he multiplies words without knowl
edge." 

36 And Eli'hu continned, and said: 
2 "Bear with me a little, and I will 
show you, 

for I have yet something to say on 
God's behalf. 

3 I will fetch my knowledge from 
afar, 

and ascnoe righteousness to my 
Maker. 

4 For truly my words are not false; 
one who is perfect in knowledge is 

with you. 

s "Behold, God is mighty, and does not 
despise any; 

he is mighty in strength of under
standing. 

6 He does not keep the wicked alive, 
but gives the afflicted their right. 

7 He does not withdraw his eyes from 
the righteous, 

but with kings upon the throne 
he sets them for ever, and they are 

exalted. 
8 And if they are bound in fetters 

and caught in the cords of af
fliction, 

9 then he declares to them their work 
and their transgressions, that they 

are behaving arrogantly. 
10 He opens their ean; to instruction, 

<1 Thcodotion Symmachus Compare Vg: The meaning of che Hebrew word is uncenain 
35.6-8: Job 22.2-3. 



Greatness of God 467 JOB 37 
and commands that they return 

from iniquity. 
11 If they hearken and serve him, 

they complete their days in pros
perity, 

and their years in pleasantness. 
12 But if they do not hearken, they 

perish by the sword, 
and die without knowledge. 

13 "The godless in heart cherish anger; 
they do not cry for help when he 

binds them. 
14 They die in youth, 

and their life ends in shame. b 

15 He delivers the afflicted by their 
affliction, 

and opens their ear by adversity. 
16 He also allured you out of distress 

into a broad place where there was 
no cramping, 

and what was set on your table was 
full of fatness. 

11 "But you are full of the judgment on 
the wicked; 

judgment and justice seize you. 
18 Beware lest wrath entice you into 

scoffing; 
and let not the greatness of the 

ransom turn you aside. 
19 Will your cry avail to keep you from 

distress, 
or all the force of your strength? 

20 Do not long for the nighr, 
when peoples are cut off in their 

place. 
21 Take heed, do not tum to iniquity, 

for this you have chosen rather 
than affi.iction. 

22 Behold, God is exalted in his power; 
who is a teacher like him? 

2.1 Who has prescribed for him his way, 
or who can say, 'Thou hast done 

wrong'? 

24 "Remember to extol his work, 
of which men have sung. 

25 All men have looked on it; 
man beholds it from afar. 

26 Behold, God is great, and we know 
him not; 

the number of his years is un
searchable. 

27 For he draws up the drops of water, 
her distils his mist in rain 

28 which the skies pour down, 
and drop upon man abundantly. 

29 Can any one understand the spread
ing of the clouds, 

the thunderings of his pavilion? 
30 Behold, he scatters his lightning 

about him, 
and covers the roots of the sea. 

31 For by these he judges peoples; 
he gives food in abundance. 

32 He covers his hands with the light
ning, 

and commands it to strike the 
mark. 

33 Its crashing declares concerning him, 
who is jealous with anger against 

iniquity. 

37 '.'At this also my heart trembles, 
and leaps out of its place. 

2 Hearken to the thunder of his voice 
and the rumbling that comes from 

his mouth. 
3 Under the whole heaven he lets it go, 

and his lightning to the corners of 
the earth. 

4 After it his voice roars; 
he thunders with his majestic voice 
and he does not restrain the light

ningsd when his voice is heard. 
5 God thunders wondrously with his 

voice; 
he does great things which we 

cannot comprehend. 
6 For to the snow he says, 'Fall on the 

earth'; 
and to the shower and the rain,'· 

'Be strong.' 
7 He seals u·p the hand of every man, 

that all men may know his work.I 
P Then the beasts go into their lairs, 

and remain in their dens. 
9 From its chamber comes the whirl

wind, 
and cold from the scattering winds. 

10 By the breath of God ice is given, 
and the broad waters are frozen 

fast. 
II He loads the thick cloud with mois

ture; 
the clouds scatter his lightning. 

12 They tum round and round by his 
guidance, 

to accomplish all that he commands 
them 

on the face of the habitable world. 
~ Hrb a.mo11g lite ad! proszi.ua.e~ ~ ~: Heb they distil _d Heb 1he111 

Co Compare Syr: Heb s1urmn- of rmn and shower of nmu 
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JOB 37 468 The LoRo answers Job 
5 Who determined its measurements

surely you know! 
L' Whether for correction, or for his 

land, 
or for love, he causes it to happen. 

I~ "Hear this, 0 Job; 
stop and consider the wondrous 

works of God. 
I' Do you know how God lays his com

mand upon them, 
and causes the lightning of his 

cloud to shine? 
1" Do you know the balancings of the 

clouds, 
the wondrous works of him who is 

perfect in knowledge, 
17 you whose garments are hot 

when the earth is still because of 
the south wind? 

ix Can you, like him, spread out the 
skies, 

hard as a molten mirror? 
i ''Teach us what we shall say to him; 

we cannot draw up our case be
cause of darkness. 

20 Shall it be told him that I would 
speak? 

Did a man ever wish that he would 
be swallowed up? 

21 "And now men cannot look on the 
light 

when it is bright in the skies, 
when the wind has passed and 

cleared them. 
22 Out of the north comes golden 

splendor; 
God is clothed with terrible 

majesty. 
2.1 The Almighty-we cannot find him; 

he is great in power and justice, 
and abundant righteousness he 

will not violate. 
24 Therefore men fear him; 

he does not regard any who are 
wise in their own conceit." 

38 Then the LORD answered Job 
out of the whirlwind: 

2 "Who is this that darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge? 

·1 Gird up your loins like a man, 
I will question you, and you shall 

declare to me. 

4 "Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understand
ing. 

g Cn: Heb 1hey stand forth 38.10: ]er 5.22. 

Or who stretched the line upon 
it? 

6 On what were its bases sunk, 
or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 when the morning stars sang to
gether, 

and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy? 

H "Or who shut in the sea with doors, 
when it burst forth from the 

womb; 
" when I made clouds its garment, 

and thick darkness its swaddling 
band, 

!O and prescribed bounds for it, 
and set bars and doors, 

11 and said, 'Thus far shall you come, 
and no farther, 

and here shall your proud waves be 
stayed'? 

12 "Have you commanded the morning 
since your days began, 

and caused the dawn to know its 
place, 

ll that it might take hold of the skirts 
of the earth, 

and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14 It is changed like clay under the seal, 

and it is dyed" like a garment. 
15 From the wicked their light is with

held, 
and their uplifted arm is broken. 

16 "Have you entered into the springs 
of the sea, 

or walked in the recesses of the 
deep? 

17 Have the gates of death been revealed 
to you, 

or have you seen the gates of deep 
darkness? 

18 Have you comprehended the expanse 
of the earth? 

Declare, if you know all this. 

19 "Where is the way to the dwelling of 
light, 

and where is the place of darkness, 
20 that you may take it to its territory 

and that you may discern the paths 
to its home? 

21 You know, for you were born then, 
and the number of your days is 

great! 



_lob's ivwrance 469 JOB 39 
22 "Have you entered the storehouses of 

ihe snow, 
or have you seen !he storehouses of 

the hail, 
2' which I have re~erved for the time of 

!rouble, 
for !he Jay of battle and war? 

2~ What is ihc way to !he place where 
the light is distributed, 

or where the cast wind is scattered 
upon the earth? 

25 "Who has clc:ft a channel for the 
torrents of rain, 

and a way for the thunderbolt, 
21> to bring rain on a land where no man 

IS, 
on the desert in which there is no 

man; 
27 to satisfy the 

land, 
and to make 

grass? 

waste and desolate 

the ground put forth 

2x "Has the rain a father, 
or who has begotten the drops of 

<lcw? 
2'! From whose womb did the ice come 

forth, 
and who has given birth to the 

hoarfrost of heaven? 
.io The waters become hard like stone, 

and the face of the deep is frozen. 

.11 "Can you bind the chains of the 
Plci'ades, 

or loose the cords of Orion? 
12 Can you lead forth the Maz'zaroth in 

their season, 
or can you guide the Bear with its 

children? 
" Do you know the ordinances of the 

heavens? 
Can you establish their rule on the 

earth? 

.14 "Can you lift up your voice to the 
clouds, 

that a flood of waters may cover 
you? 

15 Can you send forth lightnings, that 
they may go 

and say to you, 'Herc we arc'? 
1" Who has pul wisdom in the clouds," 

or given understanding to the 
mists?" 

·17 Who can number the clouds by wis
dom? 

" The mL·aninK or rhc Hebrew word is um:crtain 

Or who can tilt the waterskins of 
the heavens, 

IK when the dust runs into a mass 
and the clods cleave fast together? 

.1•1 "Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 
or satisfy the appetite of the young 

lions, 
411 when they crouch in their dens, 

or lie in wait in their covert? 
41 Who provides for the raven its prey, 

when its young ones cry to God, 
and wander about for lack of 

food? 

39 "Do you know when the moun
tain goats bring forth? 

Do you observe the calving of the 
hinds? 

2 Can you number the months that 
they fulfil, 

and do you know the time when 
they bring forth, 

.1 when they crouch, bring forth their 
offspring, 

and arc delivered of their young? 
4 Their young ones become strong, 

they grow up in the open ; 
they go forth, and do not return to 

them. 

s "Who has let the wild ass go free? 
Who has loosed the bonds of the 

swift ass, 
6 to whom I have given the steppe for 

his home, 
and the salt land for his dwelling 

place? 
7 He scorns the twnult of the city; 

he hears not the shouts of the driver. 
M He ranges the mountains as his pas

ture, 
and he searches after every green 

thing. 

<J "Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 
Will he spend the night at your 

crib? 
10 Can you bind him in the furrow with 

ropes, 
or will he harrow the valleys after 

you? 
11 Will you depend on him because his 

strength is great, 
and will you leave to him your 

labor? 
12 Do you have faith in him that he will 

return, 
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and bring your grain to your 28 On the rock he dwells and makes his 

threshing floor?; home 

1.1 "The wings of the 
proudly; 

in the fastness of the rocky crag. 
ostrich wave 29 Thence he spies out the prey; 

but arc they the 
plumage of lovc?J 

his eyes behold it afar off. 
pinions and Jo His young ones suck up blood ; 

14 For she leaves her eggs to the earth, 
and lets them be warmed on the 

ground, 
15 forgetting that a foot may crush them, 

and that the wild beast may 
trample them. 

I<> She deals cruelly with her young, 
as if they were not hers ; 

though her labor be in vain, yet 
she has no fear; 

17 because God has made her forget 
wisdom, 

and given her no share in under
standing. 

ix When she rouses herself to flee,A 
she laughs at the horse and his 

rider. 

l<J "Do you give the horse his might? 
Do you clothe his neck with 

strength?' 
20 Do you make him leap like the locust? 

His majestic snorting is terrible. 
21 He paws"' in the valley, and exults in 

his strength ; 
he goes out to meet the weapons. 

22 He laughs at fear, and is not dis
mayed; 

he does not turn back from the 
sword. 

2J Upon him rattle the quiver, 
the flashing spear and the javelin. 

24 With fierceness and rage he swallows 
the ground; 

he cannot stand still at the sound 
of the trumpet. 

25 When the trumpet sounds, he says 
'Aha!' 

He smells the battle from afar, 
the thunder of the captains, and the 

shouting. 

26 "Is it by your wisdom that the hawk 
soars, 

and spreads his wings toward the 
south? 

27 Is it at your command that the eagle 
mounts up 

and makes his nest on high? 

and where the slain arc, there 1s 
he." 

40 And the LORD said to Job: 
2 "Shall a faultfinder contend 
with the Almighty? 

He who argues with God, let him 
answer it." 

-1 Then Job answered the LORD: 
4 "Behold, I am of small account; 

what shall I answer thee? 
I Jay my hand on my mouth. 

5 I have spoken once, and I will 
answer; 

twice, but 
further.'' 

will proceed 

not 

no 

0 Then the LORD answered Job out of 
the whirlwind: 

7 "Gird up your loins like a man; 
I will question you, and you de

clare to me. 
8 Will you even put me in the wrong? 

Will you condemn me that you 
may be justified? 

9 Have you an arm like God, 
and can you thunder with a v01cc 

like his? 

IO "Deck yourself with majesty and 
dignity; 

clothe yourself with glory and 
splendor. 

11 Pour forth the overflowings of your 
anger, 

and look on every one that is proud, 
and abase him. 

12 Look on every one that is proud, 
and bring him low ; 

and tread down the wicked where 
they stand. 

I.I Hide them all in the dust together; 
bind their faces in the world be

low." 
14 Then will I also acknowledge to you, 

that your own right hand can give 
you victory. 

15 "Behold, Be'hemoth," 

• Heb vour gra111 aud your thrnh111g floor J Heb ob!l.curc k Heb obscure: 
1 l'g The mcanmg of the Hebrew word 1s obscure m Gk Syr Vg: Heb th(\' d1K 11 Heb h1JJL·11 pli.1.-.· 
0 Or rlu· hippopotam"s 



God's power 471 JOB 41 
which I made as I made you; 
he eats grass like an ox. 

I6 Behold, his strength in his loins, 
and his power in the muscles of 

his belly. 
17 He makes his tail stiff like a cedar; 

the sinews of his thighs are knit 
together. 

I8 His bones are tubes of bronze, 
his limbs like bars of iron. 

I lJ "He is the first of the worksP of God; 
let him who made him bring near 

his sword! 
20 For the mountains yield food for him 

where all the wild beasts play. 
2I Under the lotus plants he lies, 

in the covert of the reeds and in the 
marsh. 

22 For his shade the lotus trees cover 
him; 

the willows of the brook surround 
him. 

2l Behold, if the river is turbulent he is 
not frightened; 

he is confident though Jordan 
rushes against his mouth. 

24 Can one take him with hooks,q 
or pierce his nose with a snare? 

41 r "Can you draw out Leviathan" 
with a fishhook, 

or press down his tongue with a 
cord? 

2 Can you put a rope in his nose, 
or pierce his jaw with a hook? 

3 Will he make many supplications to 
you? 

Will he speak to you soft words? 
4 Will he make a covenant with you 

to take him for your servant for 
ever? 

s Will you play with him as with a bird, 
or will you put him on leash for 

your maidens? 
<> Will traders bargain over him? 

Will they divide him up among the 
merchants? 

7 Can you fill his skin with harpoons, 
or his head with fishing spears? 

8 Lay hands on him; 
think of the battle; you will not do 

it again! 
9 ' Behold, the hope of a man is disap

pointed; 

he is laid low even at the sight of 
him. 

Io No one is so fierce that he dares to stir 
him up. 

Who then is he that can stand be
fore me? 

II Who has given to me," that I should 
repay him? 

Whatever is under the whole 
heaven is mine. 

I2 "I will not keep silence concerning 
his limbs, 

or his mighty strength, or his 
goodly frame. 

13 Who can strip off his outer garment? 
Who can penetrate his double coat 

of mail?v 
I4 Who can open the doors of his 

face? ' 
Round about his teeth is terror. 

IS His backw is made of rows of shields, 
shut up closely as with a seal. 

I6 One is so near to another 
that no air can come between them. 

17 They are joined one to another; 
they clasp each other and cannot be 

separated. 
I8 His sneezings flash forth light, 

and his eyes are like the eyelids of 
the dawn. 

19 Out of his mouth go flaming torches ; 
sparks of fire leap forth. 

20 Out of his nostrils comes forth smoke, 
as from a boiling pot and burning 

rushes. 
2I His breath kindles coals, 

and a flame comes forth from his 
mouth. 

22 In his neck abides strength, 
and terror dances before him. 

23 The folds of his flesh cleave together, 
firmly cast upon him and immov

able. 
24 His heart is hard as a stone, 

hard as the nether millstone. 
25 When he raises himself up the 

mighty.r are afraid; 
at the crashing they are beside 

themselves. 
26 Though the sword reaches him, it 

does not avail ; 
nor the spear, the dart, or the 

javelin. 
J7 He counts iron as straw, 

v Heb ways flCn: Heb;,, his eyes rch 40.25 in Heb ·~Or 1he crocodile t Ch 41.l in Heb 
11 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncercain ''Gk: Heb bridle. w Cn Compare Gk Vg: Heb pride 
I Or gods 
41.11: Rom I 1.35. 
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and bronze as rotten wood. 

28 The arrow cannot make him flee; 
for him slingstones are turned to 

stubble. 
2<J Clubs are counted as stubble; 

he laughs at the rattle of javelins. 
.\O His underparts are like sharp pot

sherds; 
he spreads himself like a threshing 

sledge on the mire. 
31 He makes the deep boil like a pot; 

he makes the sea like a pot of 
ointment . 

. 12 Behind him he leaves a shining wake; 
one would think the deep to be 

hoary . 
. 1.1 Upon earth there is not his like, 

a creature without fear. 
34 He beholds everything that is high; 

he is king over all the sons of 
pride." 

42 Then Job answered the LORD: 
2 "I know that thou canst do all 
things, 

and that no purpose of thine can be 
thwarted. 

l 'Who is this that hides counsel with
out knowledge?' 

Therefore I have uttered what I did 
not understand, 

things too wonderful for me, 
which I did not know. 

4 'Hear, and I will speak; 
I will question you, and you de

clare to me.' 
s I had heard of thee by the hearing of 

the ear, 
but now my eye sees thee; 

6 therefore I despise myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes." 

7 After the LORD had spoken these 
words to Job, the LORD said to El'i-

Y Heb qcsitah 

phaz the Te'manite: "My wrath is 
kindled against you and against your 
two friends; for you have not spoken of 
me what is right, as my servant Job has. 
8 Now therefore take seven bulls and 
seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and offer up for yourselves a burnt 
offering; and my servant Job shall pray 
for you, for I will accept his prayer not 
to deal with you according to your folly; 
for you have not spoken of me what is 
right, as my servant Job has." 9 So El'i
phaz the Te'manite and Bildad the Shu
hite and Zophar the Na'amathite went 
and did what the LORD had told them; 
and the LORD accepted Job's prayer. 

I 0 And the LORD restored the for
tunes of Job, when he had prayed for his 
friends; and the LORD gave Job twice as 
much as he had before. 11 Then came to 
him all his brothers and sisters and ali 
who had known him before, and ate 
bread with him in his house; and they 
showed him sympathy and comforted 
him for all the evil that the LORD had 
brought upon him; and each of them 
gave him a piece of moneyY and a ring 
of gold. 12And the LORD blessed the 
latter days of Job more than his be
ginning; and he had fourteen thousand 
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand 
yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses. 
13 He had also seven sons and three 
daughters. 14And he called the name of 
the first J emi 'mah; and the name of the 
second Kezi'ah; and the name of the 
third Ker'en-hap'puch. 15And in all the 
land there were no women so fair as 
Job's daughters; and their father gave 
them inheritance among their brothers. 
16And after this Job lived a hundred and 
forty years, and saw his sons, and his 
sons' sons, four generations. 17And Job 
died, an old man, and full of days. 



THE PSALMS 

BOOK I 

1 Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the 

wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but his delight is in the law of the 

LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day 

and night. 
.1 He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water, 
that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 

4 The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff which the wind 

drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand 

in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of 

the righteous; 
o for the LORD knows the way of the 

righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will 

perish. 

2 Why do the nations conspire, 
and the peoples plot in vain? 

2 The kings of the eanh set them
selves, 

and the rulers take counsel to
gether, 

against the LORD and his anointed, 
saying, 

3 "Let us burst their bonds asunder, 
and cast their cords from us." 

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
the LORD has them in derision. 

5 Then he will speak to them in his 
wrath, 

and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
o "I have set my king 

on Zion, my holy hill." 

7 I will tell of the decree of the LORD : 
He said to me, "You are my son, 

today I have begotten you. 
'' Cn: The Hebrew of l lb and 12a is uncertain 

8 Ask of me, and I will make the na
tions your heritage, 

and the ends of the eanh your 
possession. 

9 You shall break them with a rod of 
iron, 

and dash them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel." 

10 Now therefore, 0 kings, be wise; 
be warned, 0 rulers of the eanh. 

II Serve the LORD with fear, 
with trembling 12 kiss his feet,a 

lest he be angry, and you perish in the 
way; 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in 
him. 

A Psalm of David, when he fled from 
Absalom his son. 

3 0 LORD, how many are my foes! 
Many are rising against me; 

2 many are saying of me, 
there is no help for him in God. 

Selah 

3 But thou, 0 LORD, art a shield about 
me, 

my glory, and the lifter of my head. 
4 I cry aloud to the LORD, 

and he answers me from his holy 
hill. Selah 

s I lie down and sleep ; 
I wake again, for the LORD sus

tains me. 
6 I am not afraid of ten thousands of 

people 
who have set themselves against 

me round about. 

7 Arise, 0 LORD ! 
Deliver me, 0 my God! 

For thou dost smite all my enemies 
on the cheek, 

thou dost break the teeth of the 
wicked. 

1.1-3: )er 17.7-B. 2.1-2: Acts 4.25-26. 2.7: Mt 3.17; Acts 13.33; Heb 1.5; 5.5; 2 Pet 1.17. 
2.8-9: Rev 2.26; 12.5; 19.15. 
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5 The boastful may not stand before 

thy eyes; 
H Deliverance belongs to the LORD; 

thy blessing be upon thy people! 
Selah 

To the choirmaster: with stringed 
instruments. A Psalm of David. 

4 Answer me when I call, 0 God 
of my right! 

Thou hast given me room when I 
was in distress. 

Be gracious to me, and hear my 
prayer. 

2 0 men, how long shall my honor 
suffer shame? 

How long will you love vain words, 
and seek after lies? Selah 

.1 But know that the LORD has set apart 
the godly for himself; 

the LORD hears when I call to him. 

4 Be angry, but sin not; 
commune with your own hearts on 

your beds, and be silent. Selah 
5 Offer right sacrifices, 

and put your trust in the LORD. 

6 There are many who say, "O that we 
might see some good! 

Lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us, 0 LORD!" 

7 Thou hast put more joy in my heart 
than they have when their grain 

and wine abound. 

8 In peace I will both lie down and 
sleep; 

for thou alone, 0 LORD, makest me 
dwell in safety. 

To the choirmaster: for the flutes. 
A Psalm of David. 

5 Give ear to my words, 0 LORD; 
give heed to my groaning. 

2 Hearken to the sound of my cry, 
my King and my God, 
for to thee do I pray. 

·1 0 LORD, in the morning thou dost 
hear my voice; 

in the morning I prepare a sacri
fice for thee, and watch. 

4 For thou art not a God who delights 
in wickedness; 

evil may not sojourn with thee. 
4.4: Eph 4.26. 5.9: Rom 3.13. 

thou hatest all evildoers. 
0 Thou destroyest those who speak 

lies; 
the LORD abhors bloodthirsty and 

deceitful men. 

7 But I through the abundance of thv 
steadfast love -

will enter thy house, 
I will worship toward thy holy temple 

in the fear of thee. 
8 Lead me, 0 LORD, in thy righteous

ness 
because of my enemies; 
make thy way straight before me. 

9 For there is no truth in their mouth; 
their heart is destruction, 

their throat is an open sepulchre, 
they flatter with their tongue. 

10 Make them bear their guilt, 0 God; 
let them fall by their own counsels ; 

because of their many transgressions 
cast them out, 

for they have rebelled against 
thee. 

11 But let all who take refuge in thee 
rejoice, 

let them ever sing for joy; 
and do thou defend them, 

that those who love thv name ma\· 
exult in thee. - · 

12 For thou dost bless the righteous, 0 
LORD; 

thou dost cover him with favor as 
with a shield. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed in
struments; according to The Sheminith. 

6 
A Psalm of David. 

0 LORD, rebuke me not in th,
anger, 

nor chasten me in thv wrath. 
2 Be gracious to me, 0 LORD, for I am 

languishing; 
0 LORD, heal me, for my bones are 

troubled. 
·' My soul also is sorely troubled. 

But thou, 0 LORD--how long) 

4 Turn, 0 LORD, save my life; 
deliver me for the sake of thv 

steadfast love. · 
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judge me, 0 LORD, according to 

my righteousness 
s For in death there is no remembrance 

of thee; 
in Sheol who can give thee praise? 

6 I am weary with my moaning; 
every night I flood my bed with 

tears; 
I drench my couch with my weep

ing. 
7 My eye wastes away because of grief, 

it grows weak because of all my 
foes. 

H Depart from me, all you workers of 
evil; 

for the LORD has heard the sound 
of my weeping. 

Y The LORD has heard my supplication; 
the LoRD accepts my prayer. 

10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and 
sorely troubled; 

they shall turn back, and be put to 
shame in a moment. 

A Shiggaion of David, which he sang 
to the LORD concerning Cush a 

Benjaminite. 

7 0 LORD my God, in thee do I take 
refuge; 

save me from all my pursuers, 
and deliver me, 

2 lest like a lion they rend me, 
dragging me away, with none to 

rescue. 

·1 0 LORD my God, if I have done this, 
if there is wrong in my hands, 

4 if I have requited my friend with evil 
or plundered my enemy without 

cause, 
s let the enemy pursue me and overtake 

me, 
and let him trample my life to the 

ground, 
and lay my soul in the dust. Selah 

6 Arise, 0 LORD, in thy anger, 
lift thyself up against the fury of 

my enemies; 
awake, 0 my God;'' thou hast ap

pointed a judgment. 
7 Let the assembly of the peoples be 

gathered about thee; 
and over it take thy seat" on high. 

H The LORD judges the peoples; 
1' Or for me " Cn: Heb re1urn d Heb he 
8.8: Mt 7.23; Lk 13.27. 7.9: Rev 2.23. 8.2: Mt 21.16. 

and according to the integrity that 
is in me. 

9 0 let the evil of the wicked come to 
an end, 

but establish thou the righteous, 
thou who triest the minds and hearts, 

thou righteous God. 
10 My shield is with God, 

who saves the upright in heart. 
11 God is a righteous judge, 

and a God who has indignation 
every day. 

12 If a mand does not repent, God" will 
whet his sword; 

he has bent and strung his bow; 
13 he has prepared his deadly weapons, 

making his arrows fiery shafts. 
14 Behold, the wicked man conceives 

evil, 
and is pregnant with mischief, 
and brings forth lies. 

15 He makes a pit, digging it out, 
and falls into the hole which he has 

made. 
16 His mischief returns upon his own 

head, 
and on his own pate his violence 

descends. 

17 I will give to the LORD the thanks due 
to his righteousness, 

and I will sing praise to the name 
of the LORD, the Most High. 

To the choirmaster: according to The 
Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

8 0 LORD, our Lord, 
how majestic is thy name in all the 

earth! 

Thou whose glory above the heavens 
is chanted 

by the mouth of babes and in
fants, 

thou hast founded a bulwark because 
of thy foes, 

to still the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at thy heavens, the work 
of thy fingers, 

the moon and the stars which thou 
hast established; 
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~ what is man that thou art mindful of 

him, 
and the son of man that thou dost 

care for him? 

5 Yet thou hast made him little less 
than God, 

and dost crown him with glory and 
honor. 

6 Thou hast given him dominion over 
the works of thy hands; 

thou hast put all things under his 
feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen, 
and also the beasts of the field, 

H the birds of the air, and the fish of the 
sea, 

whatever passes along the paths of 
the sea. 

9 0 LORD, our Lord, 
how majestic is thy name in all the 

earth! 

To the choirmaster: according to 
Muth-labben. A Psalm of David. 

9 I will give thanks to the LORD with 
my whole heart; 

I will tell of all thy wonderful 
deeds. 

2 I will be glad and ex ult in thee, 
I will sing praise to thy name, 0 

Most High. 

.\ When my enemies turned back, 
they stumbled and perished before 

thee. 
4 For thou hast maintained my just 

cause; 
thou hast sat on the throne giving 

righteous judgment. 

5 Thou hast rebuked the nations, thou 
hast destroyed the wicked; 

thou hast blotted out their name 
for ever and ever. 

6 The encmv have vanished in ever
lasting ruins; 

their cities thou hast rooted out; 
the very memory of them has per

ished. 

Man's honor 
H and he judges the world with right

eousness, 
he judges the peoples with equity. 

'' The LORD is a stronghold for the 
oppressed, 

a stronghold in times of trouble. 
10 And those who know thy name put 

their trust in thee, 
for thou, 0 LORD, hast not forsaken 

those who seek thee. 

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells 
in Zion! 

Tell among the peoples his deeds 1 

12 For he who avenges blood is mindful 
of them; 

he does not forget the cry of the 
afflicted. 

13 Be gracious to me, 0 LORD! 
Behold what I suffer from those 

who hate me, 
0 thou who liftest me up from the 

gates of death, 
14 that I may recount all thy praises, 

that in the gates of the daughter of 
Zion 

I may rejoice in thy deliverance. 

15 The nations have sunk in the pit 
which they made; 

in the net which they hid has their 
own foot been caught. 

16 The LORD has made himself known, 
he has executed judgment; 

the wicked are snared in the work 
of their own hands. 

lliggaio11. Selah 

11 The wicked shall depart to Sheol, 
all the nations that forget God. 

18 For the needy shall not always be 
forgotten, 

and the hope of the poor shall not 
perish for ever. 

1'1 Arise, 0 LORD! Let not man prevail; 
letthe nations be judged before rhee ! 

20 Put them in fear, 0 LORD! 
Let the nations know that they are 

but men! Se/,1h 

7 But the LORD sits enthroned for 10 Why dost thou stand afar off, 
ever, 0 LORD? 

he has established his throne for Why dost thou hide thyself in times 
judgment; of trouble? 

8.4-6: Job 7.17-18; p, 1·1-l.l; H1.·b 2.6-H_ 8.6: I Cor 15.27; Eph 1.22. 9.8: Ach 17. H. 
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the hapless commits himself to thee; 

thou hast been the helper of the 
fatherless. 

2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue 
the poor; 

let them be caught in the schemes 
which they have devised. 

.1 For the wicked boasts of the desire~ 
of his heart, 

and the man greedy for gain curses 
and renounces the LORD. 

4 In the pride of his coW1tenance the 
wicked does not seek him ; 

all his thoughts arc, "There is no 
God." 

5 His ways prosper at all times; 
thy judgments are on high, out of 

his sight; 
as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 

6 He thinks in his heart, "I shall not be 
moved; 

throughout all generations I shall 
not meet adversity." 

7 His mouth is filled with cursing and 
deceit and oppression; 

under his tongue are mischief and 
iniquity. 

K He sits in ambush in the villages; 
in hiding places he murders the 

innocent. 

His eyes stealthily watch for the hap
less, 

he lurks in secret like a lion in his 
covert; 

he lurks that he may seize the poor, 
he seizes the poor when he draws 

him into his net. 

in The hapless is crushed, sinks down, 
and falls by his might. 

11 He thinks in his heart, "God has 
forgotten, 

he has hidden his face, he will 
never see it." 

12 Arise, 0 LORD; 0 God, lift up thy 
hand; 

forget not the afflicted. 
IJ Why does the wicked renounce God, 

and say in his heart, "Thou wilt 
not call to account"? 

14 Thou dost see; yea, thou dost note 
trouble and vexation, 

that thou mayst take it into thy 
hands; 

1
' Gk Syr Jerome Tg: Heb flee to yo11r mou111ai11, 0 bfrd 
I0.7: Rom J.14. 

15 Break thou the arm of the wicked and 
evildoer; 

seek out his wickedness till thou 
find none. 

16 The LORD is king for ever and ever; 
the nations shall perish from his 

land. 

11 0 LORD, thou wilt hear the desire of 
the meek; 

thou wilt strengthen their heart, 
thou wilt incline thy ear 

18 to do justice to the fatherless and the 
oppressed, 

so that man who is of the earth 
may strike terror no more. 

To the choirmaster. Of David. 

11 In the LORD I take refuge; 
how can you say to me, 

"Flee like a bird to the mountains;,. 
2 for lo, the wicked bend the bow, 

they have fitted their arrow to the 
string, 

to shoot in the dark at the upright 
in heart; 

J if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do"? 

4 The LORD is in his holy temple, 
the LORD's throne is in heaven; 
his eyes behold, his eyelids test, 

the children of men. 
s The LORD tests the righteous and the 

wicked, 
and his soul hates him that loves 

violence. 
6 On the wicked he will rain coals of 

fire and brimstone; 
a scorching wind shall be the 

portion of their cup. 
7 For the LORD is righteous, he loves 

righteous deeds; 
the upright shall behold his face. 

To the choirmaster: according to 
The Sheminith. A Psalm of David. 

12 Help, LORD; for there is no 
longer any that is godly; 



PSALMS 12 478 
for the faithful have vanished from 

among the sons of men. 
2 Every one utters lies to his neighbor; 

with flattering lips and a double 
heart they speak. 

! May the LORD cut off all flattering 
lips, 

the tongue that makes great boasts, 
4 those who say, "With our tongue we 

will prevail, 
our lips are with us; who is our 

master?" 

' "Because the poor are despoiled, be
cause the needy groan, 

I will now arise," says the LORD; 
"I will place him in the safety for 

which he longs." 
6 The promises of the LORD are 

promises that are pure, 
silver refined in a furnace on the 

ground, 
purified seven times. 

7 Do thou, 0 LORD, protect us, 
guard us ever from this genera

tion. 
8 On every side the wicked prowl, 

as vileness is exalted among the 
sons of men. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

13 How long, 0 LORD? Wilt thou 
forget me for ever? 

How long wilt thou hide thy face 
from me? 

2 How long must I bear pain! in my 
soul, 

and have sorrow in my heart all the 
day? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted 
over me? 

·' Consider and answer me, 0 LORD 
my God; 

lighten my eyes, lest I sleep the 
sleep of death; 

4 lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed 
over him"; 

lest my foes rejoice because I am 
shaken. 

5 But I have trusted in thy steadfast 
love; 

I Syr: Heb hold co11w!!f5 
14.1-3: Rom 3. I0-12. 14.1-7: Ps 53.1-6. 

Corruption of man 
my heart shall rejoice in thy salva

tion. 
6 I will sing to the LORD, 

because he has dealt bountifully 
with me. 

To the choirmaster. Of David. 

14 The fool says in his heart, 
"There is no God." 

They are corrupt, they do abomi
nable deeds, 

there is none that does good. 

2 The LORD looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men, 

to see if there are any that act wisely, 
that seek after God. 

! They have all gone astray, they are 
all alike corrupt; 

there is none that does good, 
no, not one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, all the evil
doers 

who eat up my people as they eat 
bread, 

and do not call upon the LORD? 

5 There they shall be in great terror, 
for God is with the generation of 

the righteous. 
0 You would confound the plans of the 

poor, 
but the LORD is his refuge. 

7 0 that deliverance for Israel would 
come out of Zion! 

15 

When the LORD restores the for
tunes of his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, Israel shall be 
glad. 

A Psalm of Da,·id. 

0 LORD, who shall sojourn in 
thy tent? 

Who shall dwell on thy holy hill? 

2 He who walks blamelessly, and does 
what is right, 

and speaks truth from his heart; 
.\ who docs not slander with his tongue, 

and docs no evil to his friend, 



"A f?ood(v heritaf!e" 4 79 
nor takes up a reproach against his 

neighbor; 
~ in whose eyes a reprobate is despised, 

hut who honors those who fear the 
LORD; 

who swears to his own hurt and docs 
not change; 

' who docs not put out his money at 
interest, 

and docs not take a bribe against 
the innocent. 

He who docs these things shall never 
he moved. 

A Miktam of David. 

16 Preserve me, 0 God, for in thee 
I take refuge. 

I say to the LORD, "Thou art my 
Lord; 

I have no good apart from thee."'' 

' As for the saints in the land, they are 
the noble, 

in whom is all my delight. 

4 Those who choose another god mul
tiply their sorrows;" 

their libations of hlood I will not 
pour out 

or take their names upon my lips. 

0 The LORD is my chosen portion and 
my cup; 

thou holdest my lot. 
0 The lines have fallen for me in 

pleasant places; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I hlcss the LORD who gives me 
counsel; 

in the night also my heart instructs 
me. 

H I keep the LORD always before me; 
because he is at my right hand, 

I shall not he moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
soul rejoices; 

my body also dwells secure. 
1o For thou dost not give me up to 

Sheol, 
or let thy godly one see the Pit. 

11 Thou dost show me the path of life; 
g Jerome T~: The- meaning or the Hebrew is uncertain 
16.8-11: Ac1' 2.2'i-2R. 11. 16.10: Acis 11.35. 

PSALMS 17 
in thy presence there is fulness of 

joy, 
in thy right hand arc pleasures for 

evermore. 

A Prayer of David. 

17 Hear a just cause, 0 LORD; 
attend to my cry! 

Give ear to my prayer from lips free 
of deceit! 

2 From thee let my vindication come! 
Let thy eyes see the right! 

·' If thou triest my heart, if thou visitest 
me by night, 

if thou testest me, thou wilt find 
no wickedness in me ; 

my mouth does not transgress. 
4 With regard to the works of men, 

by the word of thy lips 
I have avoided the ways of the 

violent. 
5 My steps have held fast to thy paths, 

my feet have not slipped. 

o I call upon thee, for thou wilt answer 
me, 0 God; 

incline thy ear to me, hear my 
words. 

7 W'ondrously show thy steadfast Jove, 
0 savior of those who seek refuge 
from their adversaries at thy right 

hand. 

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye; 
hide me in the shadow of thy 

wings, 
9 from the wicked who despoil me, 

my deadly enemies who surround 
me. 

1 u They close their hearts to pity; 
with their mouths they speak ar

rogantly. 
11 They track me down; now they sur

round me; 
they set their eyes to cast me to the 

ground. 
12 They are like a lion eager to tear, 

as a young lion lurking in ambush. 

I.\ Arise, 0 LORD! confront them, over
throw them! 

Deliver my life from the wicked by 
thy sword, 

11 Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 



PSALMS 17 480 "The LoRD is my rock" 
he came swiftly upon the wings of 

the wind. 
14 from men by thy hand, 0 LoRD, 

from men whose portion in life is 
of the world. 

May their belly be filled with what 
thou hast stored up for them; 

may their children have more than 
enough; 

may they leave something over to 
their babes. 

is As for me, I shall behold thy face in 
righteousness; 

when I awake, I shall be satisfied 
with beholding thy form. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David 
the servant of the LORD, who addressed 
the words of this song to the LORD on 
the day when the LORD delivered him 
from the hand of all his enemies, and 
from the hand of Saul. He said: 

18 I love thee, 0 LORD, my 
strength. 

2 The LORD is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer, 

my God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, 

my shield, and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold. 

3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy 
to be praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 

4 The cords of death encompassed me, 
the torrents of perdition assailed 

me· 
s the cords of Sheol entangled me, 

the snares of death confronted me. 

6 In my distress I called upon the LORD; 
to my God I cried for help. 

From his temple he heard my voice, 
and my cry to him reached his ears. 

7 Then the earth reeled and rocked; 
the foundations also of the moun

tains trembled 
and quaked, because he was angry. 

H Smoke went up from his nostrils, 
and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from 

him. 
9 He bowed the heavens, and came 

down; 
thick darkness was under his feet. 

10 He rode on a cherub, and flew; 
18.1-50: 2 Sam 22.2-51. 

11 He made darkness his covering 
around him, 

his canopy thick clouds dark with 
water. 

12 Out of the brightness before him 
there broke through his clouds 
hailstones and coals of fire. 

13 The Lonn also thundered in the 
heavens, 

and the Most High uttered his 
voice, 

hailstones and coals of fire. 
14 And he sent out his arrows, and 

scattered them; 
he flashed forth lightnings, and 

routed them. 
15 Then the channels of the sea were 

seen, 
and the foundations of the world 

were laid bare, 
at thy rebuke, 0 LORD, 

at the blast of the breath of th\" 
nostrils. -

lo He reached from on high, he took me, 
he drew me out of manv waters. 

17 He delivered me from -my strong 
enemy, 

and from those who hated me; 
for they were too mighty for me. 

18 They came upon me in the day of my 
calamity; 

but the LORD was my stay. 
19 He brought me forth into a broad 

place; 
he delivered me, because he de

lighted in me. 

20 The LORD rewarded me according to 
my righteousness; 

according to the cleanness of my 
hands he recompensed me. 

21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD. 
and have not wickedly depart.:d 

from my God. 
22 For all his ordinances were befor~ 

me, 
and his statutes I did not put away 

from me. 
2-1 I was blameless before him, 

and I kept myself from guilt. 
24 Therefore the LORD has recompensed 

me according to my righteous
ness, 

according to the cleanness of mv 
hands in his sight. 



"His way is perfect" 481 PSAIMS 19 
25 With the loyal thou dost show thy- 41 They cried for help, but there was 

self loyal; none to save, 
with the blameless man thou dost they cried to the LORD, but he did 

show thyself blameless; not answer them. 
26 with the pure thou dost show thyself 42 I beat them fine as dust before the 

pure; wind; 
and with the crooked thou dost I cast them out like the mire of the 

show thyself perverse. streets. 
27 For thou dost deliver a humble peo

ple; 
but the haughty eyes thou dost 

bring down. 
28 Yea, thou dost light my lamp; 

the LORD my God lightens my 
darkness. 

29 Yea, by thee I can crush a troop; 
and by my God I can leap over a 

wall. 
30 This God-his way is perfect ; 

the promise of the LORD proves 
true; 

he is a shield for all those who take 
refuge in him. 

31 For who is God, but the LORD? 
And who is a rock, except our 

God?-
32 the God who girded me with 

strength, 
and made my way safe. 

33 He made my feet like hinds' feet, 
and set me secure on the heights. 

34 He trains my hands for war, 
so that my arms can bend a bow 

of bronze. 
35 Thou hast given me the shield of thy 

salvation, 
and thy right hand supported me, 
and thy helpi made me great. 

36 Thou didst give a wide place for my 
steps under me, 

and my feet did not slip. 
37 I pursued my enemies and overtook 

them; 
and did not turn back till they 

were consumed. 
38 I thrust them through, so that they 

were not able to rise; 
they fell under my feet. 

.l9 For thou didst gird me with strength 
for the battle; 

thou didst make my assailants sink 
under me. 

40 Thou didst make my enemies turn 
their backs to me, 

and those who hated me I de
stroyed. 

~~4.f:e'i/..~e::iests.: Gk Tg: Heb people 

43 Thou didst deliver me from strife 
with the peoples ;J 

thou didst make me the head of the 
nations; 

people whom I had not known 
served me. 

44 As soon as they heard of me they 
obeyed me; 

foreigners came cringing to me. 
45 Foreigners lost heart, 

and came trembling out of their 
fastnesses. 

46 The LORD lives; and blessed be my 
rock, 

and exalted be the God of my 
salvation, 

47 the God who gave me vengeance 
and subdued peoples under me; 

48 who delivered me from my enemies; 
yea, thou didst exalt me above my 

adversaries; 
thou didst deliver me from men of 

violence. 

49 For this I will extol thee, 0 LORD, 
among the nations, 

and sing praises to thy name. 
so Great triumphs he gives to his 

king, 
and shows steadfast love to his 

anointed, 
to David and his descendants for 

ever. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

19 The heavens are telling the glory 
of God; 

and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night declares knowl

edge. 
·1 There is no speech, nor are there 

words; 
their voice is not heard; 



PSALMS 19 482 Praise for deliverance 
The name of the God of Jacob 

protect you ! 
1 yet their voice' goes out through all 

the earth, 
and their words to the end of the 

world. 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
' which comes forth like a bridegroom 

leaving his chamber, 
and like a strong man runs its 

course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the 

heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them; 
and there is nothing hid from its 

heat. 

- The law of the LORD is perfect, 
reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple; 

' the precepts of the LORD are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes; 

'' the fear of the LORD is clean, 
enduring for ever; 

the ordinances of the LORD are true, 
and righteous altogether. 

111 More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned; 

in keeping them there is great 
reward. 

12 But who can discern his errors? 
Clear thou me from hidden faults. 

1.1 Keep back thy servant also from pre
sumptuous sins; 

let them not have dominion over 
me! 

Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in thy sight, 
0 LORD, my rock and my re

deemer. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

20 The LORD answer you in the day 
of trouble! 

2 May he send you help from the 
sanctuary, 

and give you support from Zion! 
J May he remember all your offerings, 

and regard with favor your burnt 
sacrifices ! Selah 

4 May he grant you your heart's desire, 
and fulfil all your plans! 

S May we shout for joy over your 
victory, 

and in the name of our God set up 
our banners! 

May the LORD fulfil all your peti
tions! 

6 Now I know that the LORD will help 
his anointed; 

he will answer him from his holy 
heaven 

with mighty victories by his right 
hand. 

7 Some boast of chariots, and some of 
horses; 

but we boast of the name of the 
LORD our God. 

8 They will collapse and fall; 
but we shall rise and stand upright. 

9 Give victory to the king, 0 LORD; 
answer us when we call.I 

To the choirmaster. A Psahn of David. 

21 In thy strength the king re
joices, 0 LORD; 

and in thy help how greatly he 
exults! 

2 Thou hast given him his hean's 
desire, 

and hast not withheld the request 
of his lips. Se/ah 

l For thou dost meet him with goodly 
blessings; 

thou dost set a crown of fine gold 
upon his head. 

4 He asked life of thee; thou gavest it 
to him, 

length of days for ever and ever. 
s His glory is great through thy help; 

splendor and majesty thou dost be
stow upon him. 

6 Yea, thou dost make him most 
blessed for ever; 

I. Gk Jerome Compare Syr: Heb line I Gk: Heb givr! v,-ctory, 0 LORD, /u the King GlnS'Wer us when u:e call 
19.4: Rom 10.18. 



A cry of anguish 483 PSALMS 22 
thou dost make him glad with the 

joy of thy presence. 
7 For the king trusts in the LORD; 

and through the steadfast love of 
the Most High he shall not be 
moved. 

8 Your hand will find out all your 
enemies; 

your right hand will find out those 
who hate you. 

9 You will make them as a blazing oven 
whert you appear. 

The LORD will swallow them up in his 
wrath; 

and fire will consume them. 
10 You will destroy their offspring from 

the earth, 
and their children from among the 

sons of men. 
II If they plan evil against you, 

if they devise mischief, they will 
not succeed. 

12 For you will put them to flight; 
you will aim at their faces with 

your bows. 

13 Be exalted, 0 LoRD, in thy strength! 
We will sing and praise thy power. 

To the choirmaster: according to The 
Hind of the Dawn. A Psalm of David. 

22 My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me? 

Why art thou so far from helping 
me, from the words of my groan
ing? 

2 0 my God, I cry by day, but thou 
dost not answer; 

and by night, but find no rest. 

3 Yet thou art holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

4 In thee our fathers trusted ; 
they trusted, and thou didst deliver 

them. 
s To thee they cried, and were saved; 

in thee they trusted, and were not 
disappointed. 

6 But I am a worm, and no man; 
scorned by men, and despised by 

the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me, 

they make mouths at me, they wag 
their heads; 

8 "He committed his cause to the 
LORD; let him deliver him, 

let him rescue him, for he delights 
in him!" 

9 Yet thou art he who took me from the 
womb; 

thou didst keep me safe upon my 
mother's breasts. 

10 Upon thee was I cast from my birth, 
and since my mother bore me thou 

hast been my God. 
II Be not far from me, 

for trouble is near 
and there is none to help. 

12 Many bulls encompass me, 
strong bulls of Bashan surround 

me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me, 

like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, 
and all my bones are out of joint; 

my heart is like wax, 
it is melted within my breast; 

15 my strength is dried up like a pot
sherd, 

and my tongue cleaves to my jaws; 
thou dost lay me in the dust of 

deach. 

16 Yea, dogs are round about me; 
a company of evildoers encircle 

me; 
they have pierced m my hands and 

feet-
17 I can count all my bones-

they stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my garments among them, 

and for my raiment they cast locs. 

19 But thou, 0 LORD, be noc far off! 
0 thou my help, hasten to my aid! 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 
my life" from the power of the dog! 

21 Save me from the mouth of the lion, 
my afflicted soul 0 from the horns of 

the wild oxen ! 

22 I will tell of thy name to my brethren; 
in the midst of the congregation I 

will praise thee : 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

m Gk Syr Jerome: Heb like a lion 11 Heb my only one 0 Gk Syr: Heb thou hast answered me 
22.1: Mt 27.46; Mk 15.34. 22.7-8: Mt 27.39, 43; Mk 15.29; Lk 23.35. 
22..18: Mt 27.35; Mk 15.24; Lk 23.34; Jn 19.24. 22.22: Heb 2.12. 



PSAIMS 22 484 "The LoRD is my shepherd" 
I fear no evil; all you sons of Jacob, glorify him, 

and stand in awe of him, all you 
sons of Israel ! 

24 For he has not despised or abhorred 
the affliction of the afflicted; 

and he has not hid his face from him, 
but has heard, when he cried to 

him. 

2s From thee comes my praise in the 
great congregation ; 

my vows I will pay before those 
who fear him. 

26 The affiictedP shall eat and be satis
fied; 

those who seek him shall praise the 
LORD! 

May your hearts Ii ve for ever ! 

27 All the ends of the earth shall re
member 

and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations 

shall worship before him. q 

28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
and he rules over the nations. 

29 Yea, to him' shall all the proud of 
the earth bow down; 

before him shall bow all who go 
down to the dust, 

and he who cannot keep himself 
alive. 

30 Posterity shall serve him; 
men shall tell of the Lord to the 

coming generation, 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a 

people yet unborn, 
that he has wrought it. 

A Psalm of David. 

23 The LORD is my shepherd, 
shall not want; 

he makes me lie down in green pas
tures. 

He leads me beside still waters;' 
3 he restores my soul. 1 

He leads me in paths of righteous
ness" 

for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death,' 

for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff, 
they comfort me. 

' Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 

thou anointest my head with oil, 
my cup overflows. 

6 Surely" goodness and mercyI shall 
follow me 

all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the 

LORD 
for ever.Y 

A Psalm of David. 

24 The earth is the LORD's and the 
fulness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell 
therein; 

2 for he has founded it upon the seas, 
and established it upon the rivers. 

J Who shall ascend the hill of the 
LORD? 

And who shall stand in his holy 
place? 

• He who has clean hands and a pure 
heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to 
what is false, 

and does not swear deceitfully. 
' He will receive blessing from the 

LORD, 
and vindication from the God of 

his salvation. 
6 Such is the generation of those who 

seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of 

Jacob.' Selah 

7 Lift up your heads, 0 gates! 
and be lifted up, 0 ancient doors 1 

that the King of glory may come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle! 

" Lift up your heads, 0 gates! 
and be lifted up," 0 ancient doors 1 

that the King of glory may come 
in. 

10 Who is this King of glory? 
P Or poor Q Gk Syr Jerome: Heb 1hce ,. Cn: Heb thl'J' hat•e eat.:n a,,d 
t Or life II Or right paths ,. Or the vallt!y of d~·ep d<Jrk11ess II' Or o,,Jy 
Y Or as long as 1 live z Gk Syr: Heb rhy face, 0 Jacob 

s Heb rlic• waters of rt•sr 
1 Or ki11dnt'ss 

" Gk Syr Jerome Tg Compare verse 7: Heb /r/r up 
23.2: Rev 7.17. 24.1: I Cor 10.26. 24.4: Mt 5.B. 



"Teach me thy paths" 
The LORD of hosts, 

485 PSALMS 26 

he is the King of glory! Selah 

A Psalm of David. 

25 To thee, 0 LORD, I lift up my 
soul. 

2 O my God, in thee I trust, 
let me not be put to shame; 
let not my enemies exult over me. 

.1 Yea, let none that wait for thee be 
put to shame; 

let them be ashamed who are 
wantonly treacherous. 

4 Make me to know thy ways, 0 LORD; 
teach me thy paths. 

s Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, 
for thou art the God of my salva

tion; 
for thee I wait all the day long. 

6 Be mindful of thy mercy, 0 LORD, 
and of rhy steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth, 

or my transgressions; 
according to thy steadfast love re

member me, 
for thy goodness' sake, 0 LORD! 

8 Good and upright is the LORD; 
therefore he instructs sinners in the 

way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 

and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the LORD are stead

fast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant 

and his testimonies. 

11 For thy name's sake, 0 LORD, 
pardon my guilt, for it is great. 

12 Who is the man that fears the LORD? 
Him will he instruct in the way 

that he should choose. 
" He himself shall abide in prosperity, 

and his children shall possess the 
land. 

14 The friendship of the LORD is for 
those who fear him, 

and he makes known to them his 
covenant. 

15 My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 
for he will pluck my feet out of the 

net. 

16 Turn thou to me, and be gracious to 
me; 

for I am lonely and afflicted. 
17 Relieve the troubles of my heart, 

and bring me'' out of my distresses. 
18 Consider my affliction and my 

trouble, 
and. forgive all my sins. 

19 Consider how many are my foes, 
and with what violent hatred they 

hate me. 
20 Oh guard my life, and deliver me; 

let me not be put to shame, for I 
take refuge in thee. 

21 May integrity and uprightness pre
serve me, 

for I wait for thee. 

22 Redeem Israel, 0 God, 
out of all his troubles. 

A Psalm of David. 

26 Vindicate me, 0 LORD, 
for I have walked in my integrity, 

and I have trusted in the LORD 
without wavering. 

2 Prove me, 0 LORD, and try me; 
test mv heart and my mind. 

.I For thy steadfast love is before my 
eyes, 

and I walk in faithfulness to thee.' 

4 I do not sit with false men, 
nor do I consort with dissemblers; 

5 I hate the company of evildoers, 
and I will not sit with the wicked. 

6 I wash my hands in innocence, 
and go about thy altar, 0 LORD, 

7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 
and telling all thy wondrous deeds. 

8 0 LORD, I love the habitation of thy 
house, 

and the place where thy glory 
dwells. 

'1 Sweep me not away with sinners, 
nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 

10 men in whose hands are evil devices, 
and whose right hands are full of 

bribes. 

11 But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me, and be gracious to me. 

12 My foot stands on level ground; 
11 Or The trn,,bles of my hear-t are enlarged; bring me r Or in thy faithfulness 
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in the great congregation 

bless the LORD. 
will 11 Teach me thy way, 0 LORD; 

and lead me on a level path 
because of my enemies. 

A Psalm of David. 

27 The LORD is my light and my 
salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold" of my 

life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers assail me, 
uttering slanders against me/ 

my adversaries and foes, 
they shall stumble and fall. 

-1 Though a host encamp against me, 
my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, 
yet I will be confident. 

4 One thing have I asked of the LoRD, 
that will I seek after ; 

that I may dwell in the house of the 
LORD 

all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the LORD, 

and to inquire in his temple. 

5 For he will hide me in his shelter in 
the day of trouble ; 

he will conceal me under the cover of 
his tent, 

he will set me high upon a rock. 

6 And now my head shall be lifted up 
above my enemies round about me; 

and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the 
LORD. 

7 Hear, 0 LORD, when I cry aloud, 
be gracious to me and answer me ! 

H Thou hast said, "Seek ye my face." 
My heart says to thee, 

"Thy face, LORD, do I seek." 
Hide not thy face from me. 

Tum not thy servant away in anger, 
thou who hast been my help. 

Cast me not off, forsake me not, 
0 God of my salvation! 

10 For my father and my mother have 
forsaken me, 

but the LORD will take me up. 

12 Give me not up to the will of my ad
versaries; 

for false witnesses have risen 
against me, 

and they breathe out violence. 

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness 
of the LORD 

in the land of the living! 
14 Wait for the LoRD; 

be strong, and let your heart take 
courage; 

yea, wait for the LORD! 

A Psalm of David. 

28 To thee, 0 LORD, I call; 
my rock, be not deaf to me, 

lest, if thou be silent to me, 
I become like those who go down 

to the Pit. 
2 Hear the voice of my supplication, 

as I cry to thee for help, 
as I lift up my hands 

toward thy most holy sanctuary_! 

3 Take me not off with the wicked, 
with those who are workers of 

evil, 
who speak peace with their neigh

bors, 
while mischief is in their hearts. 

4 Requite them according to their 
work, 

and according to the evil of their 
deeds; 

requite them according to the work 
of their hands; 

render them their due reward. 
5 Because they do not regard the works 

of the LORD, 
or the work of his hands, 

he will break them down and build 
them up no more. 

o Blessed be the LORD ! 
for he has heard the voice of my 

supplications. 
7 The LORD is my strength and my 

shield; 
in him my heart trusts; 

so I am helped, and my heart exults, 
and with my song I give thanks to 

him. 
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A Psalm of David. A Song at the 8 The LORD is the strength of his 

people, 
he is the saving refuge of his 

anointed. 
9 O save thy people, and bless thy 

heritage; 
be thou their shepherd, and carry 

them for ever. 

A Psalm of David. 

29 Ascribe to the LORD, 0 heavenly 
beings,• 

ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LoRD the glory of his 
name; 

worship the LORD in holy array. 

3 The voice of the LoRD is upon the 
waters; 

the God of glory thunders, 
the LORD, upon many waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is power
ful, 

the voice of the LORD is full of 
majesty. 

s The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedars, 

the LORD breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon. 

6 He makes Lebanon to skip like a 
calf, 

and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth 
flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the 
wilderness, 

the LORD shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the LORD makes the 
oaks to whirl/• 

and strips the forests bare; 
and in his temple all cry, "Glory!" 

10 The LORD sits enthroned over the 
flood; 

the LORD sits enthroned as king 
for ever. 

11 May the LORD give strength to his 
people! 

May the LORD bless his people 
with peace! 

dedication of the Temple. 

30 I will extol thee, 0 LORD, for 
thou hast drawn me up, 

and hast not let my foes rejoice 
over me. 

2 0 LORD my God, I cried to thee for 
help, 

and thou hast healed me. 
3 0 LORD, thou hast brought up my 

soul from Sheol, 
restored me to life from among 

those gone down to the Pit.i 

4 Sing praises to the LoRD, 0 you his 
saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 
5 For his anger is but for a moment, 

and his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may tarry for the night, 

but joy comes with the morning. 

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
"I shall never be moved." 

7 By thy favor, 0 LORD, 
thou hadst established me as a 

strong mountain; 
thou didst hide thy face, 

I was dismayed. 

8 To thee, 0 LORD, I cried; 
and to the LORD I made supplica

tion: 
9 "What profit is there in my death, 

if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise thee? 

Will it tell of thy faithfulness? 
10 Hear, 0 LORD, and be gracious to 

me! 
0 LORD, be thou my helper!" 

11 Thou hast turned for me my mourn
ing into dancing; 

thou hast loosed my sackcloth 
and girded me with gladness, 

12 that my souJi may praise thee and not 
be silent. 

0 LORD my God, I will give thanks 
to thee for ever. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

31 In thee, 0 LORD, do I seek 
refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; 
" Heb Jons of gods h Or makes 1he hinds to calve i Or 1ha1 I should nor go down 10 che Pie 
J Heb 1ha1 glory 
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in chy righteousness deliver me! 

2 Incline chy ear to me, 
rescue me speedily! 

Be thou a rock of refuge for me, 
a strong fortress to save me! 

488 

l Yea, thou art my rock and my for
tress; 

for thy name's sake lead me and 
guide me, 

4 take me out of che nee which is hidden 
for me, 

for thou art my refuge. 
5 Into thy hand I commie my spirit; 

thou hast redeemed me, 0 LORD, 
faithful God. 

6 Thou hatest' those who pay regard 
to vain idols; 

but I trust in che LORD. 
7 I will rejoice and be glad for chy 

steadfast love, 
because chou hast seen my afflic

tion, 
chou hasc taken heed of my ad

versities, 
8 and hast noc delivered me into che 

hand of the enemy; 
thou hast sec my feec in a broad 

place. 

9 Be gracious to me, 0 LORD, for I am 
in distress; 

my eye is wasted from grief, 
my soul and my body also. 

10 For my life is spent with sorrow, 
and my years with sighing; 

my strength fails because of my 
misery,1 

and my bones waste away. 

11 am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
a horror"' to my neighbors, 

an object of dread co my acquaint
ances; 

chose who see me in che street flee 
from me. 

12 I have passed ouc of mind like one 
who is dead; 

I have become like a broken vessel. 
ll Yea, I hear che whispering of many

terror on every side !-
as chey scheme together against me, 

as they plot to take my life. 

14 But I crust in thee, 0 LORD, 

"My times are in thy hand" 
I say, "Thou art my God." 

15 My times are in thy hand; 
deliver me from the hand of my 

enemies and persecutors! 
16 Let chy face shine on thy servant; 

save me in chy steadfast love! 
17 Let me noc be puc to shame, 0 LoRD, 

for I call on thee ; 
let the wicked be put to shame, 

let them go dumbfounded to 
Sheol. 

IH Lee che lying lips be dumb, 
which speak insolently against the 

righteous 
in pride and contempt. 

19 0 how abundant is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for those 

who fear chee, 
and wrought for those who take 

refuge in thee, 
in the sight of the sons of men 1 

20 In che covert of chy presence thou 
hidest chem 

from che plots of men; 
thou holdest chem safe under thy 

shelter 
from the strife of tongues. 

21 Blessed be the LORD, 
for he has wondrously shown hi> 

steadfast love to me 
when I was beset as in a besieged 

cicy. 
22 I had said in my alarm, 

"I am driven far" from thy sight." 
But thou didst hear my supplica

tions, 
when I cried to thee for help. 

23 Love the LORD, all you his saints! 
The LORD preserves the faithful, 
but abundantly requites him who 

aces haughtily. 
24 Be strong, and lee your heart take 

courage, 
all you who wait for the Lo RD! 

A Psalm of David. A Maski!. 

32 Blessed is he whose transgres
sion is forgiven, 

whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man to whom che LORD 

imputes no iniquity, 
I. Wich one Heb Ms Gk Syr Jerome: Heb I hare I Gk Syr: Heb ,-,,,iJ,,it_v "'Cn: Heb t'Xl~·i:di11gly 
11 Anorhcr reading is cw off 
31.S: Lk 23.46. 31.13: )er 6.25; 20.J, 10; 46.5; 49.29. 32.1-2: Rom 4.7-B 
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and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 5 He loves righteousness and justice; 

J When I declared nor my sin, my body 
wasted away 

through my groaning all day long. 
~ For day and night thy hand was 

heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up" as by 

che heat of summer. Selah 

5 I acknowledged my sin to thee, 
and I did nor hide my iniquity; 
said, "I will confess my transgres

sions to che LORD" ; 
then chou didst forgive the guile of 

my sin. Selah 

r, Therefore let every one who is godly 
offer prayer co thee; 

at a rime of distress,'' in the rush of 
great waters, 

they shall not reach him. 
7 Thou arc a hiding place for me, 

thou preservesc me from trouble; 
thou dose encompass me with de-

liverance.'' Selah 

x I will instruct you and teach you 
che way you should go; 
I will counsel you with my eye 

upon you. 
9 Be nor like a horse or a mule, withouc 

understanding, 
which must be curbed with bit and 

bridle, 
else it will nor keep with you. 

Io Many are the pangs of the wicked; 
bur steadfast love surrounds him 

who crusts in the LORD. 
11 Be glad in che LORD, and rejoice, 0 

righteous, 
and shout for joy, all you upright 

in heart' 

3 3 Rejoice in the LORD, 0 you 
righteous! 

Praise befits the upright. 
2 Praise che LORD with che lyre, 

make melody to him with the harp 
of ten strings! 

.l Sing to him a new song, 
play skilfully on che strings, with 

loud shouts. 

the earth is full of the steadfast love 
of che LORD. 

6 By the word of the LORD che heavens 
were made, 

and all their host by the breach of 
his mouth. 

7 He gathered che waters of the sea as 
in a bottle; 

he puc the deeps in storehouses. 

s Lee all the earth fear che LORD, 
let all the inhabitants of the world 

stand in awe of him! 
•i For he spoke, and ic came to be; 

he commanded, and ic stood forth. 

10 The LORD brings che counsel of the 
nations to nought; 

he frustrates the plans of the 
peoples. 

11 The counsel of the LORD stands for 
ever, 

the thoughts of his heart co all 
generations. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the LORD, 

the people whom he has chosen as 
his heritage! 

13 The LORD looks down from heaven, 
he sees all the sons of men; 

14 from where he sics enthroned he looks 
forth 

on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
IS he who fashions the hearts of chem 

all, 
and observes all their deeds. 

16 A king is not saved by his great army; 
a warrior is nor delivered by his 

great strength. 
I 7 The war horse is a vain hope for 

victory, 
and by its great might ic cannot 

save. 

18 Behold, che eye of the LORD is on 
chose who fear him, 

on chose who hope in his steadfast 
love, 

19 char he may deliver their soul from 
death, 

and keep chem alive in famine. 

4 For che word of the LORD is upright; 20 Our soul waits for the LORD; 
and all his work is done in faithful- he is our help and shield. 

ness. 21 Yea, our heart is glad in him, 
"Heh ob~cure /! Cn: Heb at a time of finding only r1 Cn: Heb shoucs of deliverance 
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and his ears toward their cry. because we trust in his holy name. 

22 Let thy steadfast love, 0 LORD, be 
upon us, 

even as we hope in thee. 

A Psalm of David, when he feigned 
madness before Abimelech, so that he 
drove him out, and he went away. 

34 _I will bless the LORD at all 
umes; 

his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth. 

2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
let the afflicted hear and be glad. 

-1 0 magnify the LORD with me, 
and let us exalt his name together! 

-1 I sought the LORD, and he answered 
me, 

and delivered me from all my 
fears. 

; Look to him, and be radiant; 
so yourr faces shall never be 

ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried, and the LORD 

heard him, 
and saved him out of all his 

troubles. 
7 The angel of the LORD encamps 

around those who fear him, and 
delivers them. 

8 0 taste and see that the LORD is 
good! 

Happy is the man who takes refuge 
in him! 

9 0 fear the LORD, you his saints, 
for those who fear him have no 

want! 
10 The young lions suffer want and 

hunger; 
but those who seek the LORD lack 

no good thing. 

11 Come, 0 sons, listen to me, 
I will teach you the fear of the 

LORD. 
12 What man is there who desires life, 

and covets many days, that he may 
enjoy good? 

13 Keep your tongue from evil, 
and your lips from speaking deceit. 

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it. 

ts The eyes of the LORD are toward the 
righteous, 

I<> The face of the LORD is against evil
doers, 

to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

17 When the righteous cry for help, 
the LORD hears, 

and delivers them out of all their 
troubles. 

1 H The LORD is near to the broken
hearted, 

and saves the crushed in spirit. 

llJ Many are the afflictions of the right
eous; 

but the LORD delivers him out of 
chem all. 

20 He keeps all his bones ; 
not one of them is broken. 

21 Evil shall slay the wicked; 
and those who hare the righteous 

will be condemned. 
22 The LORD redeems the life of his 

servants; 
none of those who rake refuge m 

him will be condemned. 

A Psalm of David. 

35 Contend, 0 LORD, wirh chose 
who contend with me; 

fighr against those who fight 
againsr me! 

2 Take hold of shield and buckler, 
and rise for my help! 

3 Draw the spear and javelin 
against my pursuers! 

Say to my soul, 
"I am your deliverance!" 

4 Lee them be puc to shame and dis
honor 

who seek after my life! 
Let chem be curned back and con

foWlded 
who devise evil against me! 

s Lee them be like chaff before the 
wind, 

with the :i,ngel of the LORD driving 
them on! 

6 Let their way be dark and slip
pery, 

with the angel of the LORD pur
suing them! 

7 For without cause they hid their net 
for me; 

,. Gk Syr Jerome: Heb rheir 34.8: I Pct 2.3. 34.12-16: I Pet 3.I0-12. 
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without cause they dug a pit" for 

my life. 
H Let ruin come upon them unawares! 

And let the net which they hid en
snare them; 

let them fall therein to ruin! 

9 Then my soul shall rejoice m the 
LORD, 

exulting in his deliverance. 
10 All my bones shall say, 

"O LORD, who is like thee, 
thou who deliverest the weak 

from him who is too strong for 
him, 

the weak and needy from him who 
despoils him?" 

11 Malicious witnesses rise up; 
they ask me of things that I know 

not. 
12 They requite me evil for good; 

my soul is forlorn. 
13 But I, when they were sick-

1 wore sackcloth, 
I afflicted myself with fasting. 
prayed with head bowedt on my 

bosom, 
14 as though I grieved for my friend 

or my brother ; 
went about as one who laments his 

mother, 
bowed down and in mourning. 

15 But at my stumbling they gathered in 
glee, 

they gathered together against me; 
cripples whom I knew not 

slandered me without ceasing; 
16 they impiously mocked more and 

more," 
gnashing at me with their teeth. 

I 7 How long, 0 LORD, wilt thou look 
on? 

Rescue me from their ravages, 
my life from the lions! 

1 H Then I will thank thee in the great 
congregation; 

in the mighty throng I will praise 
thee. 

19 Let not those rejoice over me 
who arc wrongfully my foes, 

and let not those wink the eye 
who hate me without cause. 

20 For they do not speak peace, 
but against those who are quiet in 

the land 
they conceive words of deceit. 

21 They open wide their mouths against 
me; 

they say, "Aha, Aha! 
our eyes have seen it!" 

22 Thou hast seen, 0 LORD; be not 
silent! 

0 Lord, be not far from me! 
23 Bestir thyself, and awake for my 

right, 
for my cause, my God and my 

Lord! 
24 Vindicate me, 0 LORD, my God, 

according to thy righteousness; 
and let them not rejoice over me ! 

25 Let them not say to themselves, 
"Aha, we have our heart's desire!" 

Let them not say, "We have swal
lowed him up." 

26 Let them be put to shame and con
fusion altogether 

who rejoice at my calamity! 
Let them be clothed with shame and 

dishonor 
who magnify themselves against me! 

27 Let those who desire my vindication 
shout for joy and be glad, 
and say evermore, 

"Great is the LORD, 
who delights in the welfare of his 

servant!" 
28 Then my tongue shall tell of thy 

righteousness 
and of thy praise all the day long. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 
the servant of the LORD. 

36 Transgression speaks to the 
wicked 

deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God 

before his eyes. 
2 For he flatters himself m his own 

eyes 
that his iniquity cannot be found 

out and hated. 
3 The words of his mouth are mischief 

and deceit; 
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he has ceased to act wisely and do 

good. 
4 He plots mischief while on his bed ; 

he sets himself in a way that is not 
good; 

he spurns not evil. 

s Thy steadfast Jove, 0 LORD, extends 
to the heavens, 

thy faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Thy righteousness is like the moun

tains of God, 
thy judgments are like the great 

deep; 
man and beast thou savest, 0 

LORD. 

7 How precious is thy steadfast love, 
0 God! 

The children of men take refuge in 
the shadow of thy wings. 

B They feast on the abWldance of thy 
house, 

and thou givest them drink from 
the river of thy delights. 

9 For with thee is the fountain of life; 
in thy light do we see light. 

10 0 continue thy steadfast love to those 
who know thee, 

and thy salvation to the upright of 
heart! 

11 Let not the foot of arrogance come 
upon me, 

nor the hand of the wicked drive 
me away. 

12 There the evildoers lie prostrate, 
they are thrust down, unable to 

nse. 

A Psalm of David. 

37 Fret not yourself because of the 
wicked, 

be not envious of wrongdoers! 
2 For they will soon fade like the grass, 

and wither like the green herb. 

3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
so you will dwell in the land, and 

enjoy security. 
4 Take delight in the LORD, 

and he will give you the desires of 
your heart. 

s Commit your way to the LORD; 
trust in him, and he will act. 

37.11: Mt 5.5. 

"Fret not yourself" 
6 He will bring forth your vindication 

as the light, 
and your right as the noonday. 

7 Be still before the LORD, and wait 
patiently for him; 

fret not yourself over him who 
prospers in his way, 

over the man who carries out evil 
devices! 

8 Refrain from anger, and forsake 
wrath! 

Fret not yourself; it tends only to 
evil. 

9 For the wicked shall be cut off; 
but those who wait for the LORD 

shall possess the land. 

10 Yet a little while, and the wicked will 
be no more; 

though you look well at his place, 
he will not be there. 

11 But the meek shall possess the 
land, 

and delight themselves in abWldant 
prosperity. 

12 The wicked plots against the right
eous, 

and gnashes his teeth at him; 
13 but the LORD laughs at the wicked, 

for he sees that his day is coming. 

14 The wicked draw the sword and bend 
their bows, 

to bring down the poor and needy, 
to slay those who walk uprightly; 

l S their sword shall enter their own 
heart, 

and their bows shall be broken. 

16 Better is a little that the righteous has 
than the abWldance of many 

wicked. 
t 7 For the arms of the wicked shall be 

broken; 
but the LORD upholds the right

eous. 

18 The LORD knows the days of the 
blameless, 

and their heritage will abide for 
ever; 

t 9 they are not put to shame in evil 
times, 

in the days of famine they have 
abWldance. 



"The LoRD loves justice" 
20 But the wicked perish; 

493 PSALMS 38 
and he will exalt you to possess the 

land; the enemies of the LORD are like 
• the glory of the pastures, 
they vanish-like smoke they van

ish away. 

21 The wicked borrows, and cannot pay 
back, 

but the righteous is generous and 
gives; 

22 for those blessed by the LORD shall 
possess the land, 

but those cursed by him shall be 
cut off. 

23 The steps of a man are from the 
LORD, 

and he establishes him in whose 
way he delights; 

24 though he fall, he shall not be cast 
headlong, 

for the LoRD is the stay of his hand. 

25 I have been young, and now am old; 
yet I have not seen the righteous 

forsaken 
or his children begging bread. 

26 He is ever giving liberally and lend
ing, 

and his children become a blessing. 

27 Depart from evil, and do good; 
so shall you abide for ever. 

2x For the LORD loves justice; 
he will not forsake his saints. 

The righteous shall be preserved for 
ever, 

but the children of the wicked shall 
be cut off. 

29 The righteous shall possess the land, 
and dwell upon it for ever. 

10 The mouth of the righteous utters 
wisdom, 

and his tongue speaks justice. 
31 The law of his God is in his heart; 

his steps do not slip. 

. \2 The wicked watches the righteous, 
and seeks to slay him. 

l.\ The LORD will not abandon him to 
his power, 

or let him be condemned when he 
is brought to trial. 

14 Wait for the LORD, and keep to his 
way, 

v Gk: Heb obscure w Gk Syr Jerome: Heb he 

you will look on the destruction of 
the wicked. 

.\5 I have seen a wicked man overbear
ing, 

and towering like a cedar of Leb
anon. 11 

16 Again I'" passed by, and, lo, he was 
no more; 

though I sought him, he could not 
be found. 

37 Mark the blameless man, and behold 
the upright, 

for there is posterity for the man 
of peace. 

38 But transgressors shall be altogether 
destroyed; 

the posterity of the wicked shall be 
cut off. 

39 The salvation of the righteous is from 
the LORD; 

he is their refuge in the time of 
trouble. 

40 The LORD helps them and delivers 
them; 

he delivers them from the wicked, 
and saves them, 

because they take refuge in him. 

A Psalm of David, for the memorial 
offering. 

38 0 LORD, rebuke me not in thy 
anger, 

nor chasten me in thy wrath! 
2 For thy arrows have sunk into me, 

and thy hand has come down on 
me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh 
because of thy indignation; 

there is no health in my bones 
because of my sin . 

4 For my iniquities have gone over my 
head; 

they weigh like a burden too heavy 
for me. 

5 My wounds grow foul and fester 
because of my foolishness, 

0 I am utterly bowed down and 
prostrate; 
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all che day I go abouc mourning. 

7 For my loins are filled wich burning, 
and chere is no soundness in my 

flesh. 
8 I am uccerly spent and crushed; 

I groan because of the rumult of 
my heart. 

9 Lord, all my longing is known to thee, 
my sighing is not hidden from chee. 

10 My heart throbs, my strengch fails 
me; 

and the light of my eyes-it also 
has gone from me. 

11 My friends and companions scand 
aloof from my plague, 

and my kinsmen stand afar off. 

12 Those who seek my life lay their 
snares, 

chose who seek my hurt speak of 
ruin, 

and meditace treachery all che day 
long. 

13 Bue I am like a deaf man, I do not 
hear, 

like a dumb man who does nor 
open his mouth. 

14 Yea, I am like a man who does not 
hear, 

and in whose mouch are no rebukes. 

15 But for chee, 0 LORD, do I wait; 
ic is chou, 0 LORD my God, who 

wile answer. 
16 For I pray, "Only let them nor re

joice over me, 
who boast againsc me when my 

fooc slips ! " 

17 For I am ready to fall, 
and my pain is ever with me. 

18 I confess my iniquicy, 
I am sorry for my sin. 

19 Those who are my foes wichout 
cause" are mighty, 

and many are chose who hate me 
wrongfully. 

20 Those who render me evil for good 
are my adversaries because I follow 

afcer good. 

21 Do not forsake me, 0 LORD! 
0 my God, be nor far from me! 

22 Make haste to help me, 
0 Lord, my salvation! 

r Cn: Heb livi11g Y Heb mu::::le 
z Heb hosriliry 

To the choirmaster: to Jeduthun. A 
Psalm of David. 

39 I said, "I will guard my ways, 
that I may not sin with my 
tongue; 

I will brid)eY my mouch, 
so long as the wicked are in my 

presence." 
2 I was dumb and silent, 

I held my peace to no avail; 
my distress grew worse, 

·1 my heart became hot wichin me. 
As I mused, the fire burned; 

then I spoke wich my tongue: 

4 "LORD, let me know my end, 
and whac is the measure of my 

days; 
let me know how fleeting my life is! 

5 Behold, chou hast made my days a 
few handbreadths, 

and my lifetime is as nothing in 
chy sight. 

Surely every man stands as a mere 
breath! Selah 

Surely man goes about as a 
shadow! 

Surely for nought are they in turmoil; 
man heaps up, and knows not who 

will gacher ! 

7 "And now, Lord, for what do I waic? 
My hope is in thee. 

8 Deliver me from all my transgres
sions. 

Make me not the scorn of the fool ! 
9 I am dumb, I do not open my mouth; 

for ic is chou who hast done it. 
10 Remove chy scroke from me; 

I am spent by che blows' of chy 
hand. 

11 When chou dose chascen man 
wich rebukes for sin, 

thou dose consume like a moch what 
is dear to him; 

surely every man is a mere breach! 

12 "Hear my prayer, 0 LORD, 
and give ear to my cry; 

Selah 

hold nor thy peace ac my tears! 
For I am thy passing guest, 

a sojourner, like all my fachers. 
13 Look away from me, thac I may know 

gladness, 
before I depart and be no more!" 
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To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

40 I waited patiently for the LoRD; 
he inclined to me and heard my 
cry. 

2 He drew me up from the desolate 
pit,0 

out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 

making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 

and put their trust in the LORD. 

4 Blessed is the man who makes 
the LORD his trust, 

who does not turn to the proud, 
to those who go astray after false 

gods! 
s Thou hast multiplied, 0 LORD my 

God, 
thy wondrous deeds and thy 

thoughts toward us ; 
none can compare with thee ! 

Were I to proclaim and tell of 
them, 

they would be more than can be 
numbered. 

6 Sacrifice and offering thou dost not 
desire; 

but thou hast given me an open 
ear.h 

Burnt offering and sin offering 
thou hast not required. 

7 Then I said, "Lo, I come; 
in the roll of the book it is written 

of me; 
KI delight to do thy will, 0 my God; 

thy law is within my heart." 

9 I have told the glad news of deliver
ance 

in the great congregation; 
lo, I have not restrained my lips, 

as thou knowest, 0 LORD. 
10 I have not hid thy saving help within 

my heart, 
I have spoken of thy faithfulness and 

thy salvation; 
I have not concealed thy steadfast love 

and thy faithfulness 
from the great congregation. 

11 Do not thou, 0 LORD, withhold 
thy mercy from me, 

let thy steadfast love and thy faith
fulness 

ever preserve me! 
12 For evils have encompassed me 

without number; 
my iniquities have overtaken me, 

till I cannot see ; 
they are more than the hairs of my 

head; 
my heart fails me. 

13 Be pleased, 0 LORD, to deliver me! 
0 LORD, make haste to help me ! 

14 Let them be put to shame and con
fusion altogether 

who seek to snatch away my life; 
let them be turned back and brought 

to dishonor 
who desire my hurt! 

IS Let them be appalled because of their 
shame 

who say to me, "Aha, Aha!" 

16 But may all who seek thee 
rejoice and be glap in thee · 

may those who love thy salvation 
say continually, "Great is the 

LORD!" 
17 As for me, I am poor and needy; 

but the Lord takes thought for me. 
Thou art my help and my deliverer; 

do not tarry, 0 my God! 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

41 Blessed is he who considers the 
poor!c 

The LORD delivers him in the day 
of trouble; 

2 the LORD protects him and keeps him 
alive; 

he is called blessed in the land ; 
thou dost not give him up to the 

will of his enemies. 
3 The LORD sustains him on his sick

bed; 
in his illness thou healest all his 

infirmities. d 

4 As for me, I said, "O LoRD, be 
gracious to me ; 

heal me, for I have sinned against 
thee!" 

s My enemies say of me in malice: 
"When will he die, and his name 

perish?" 
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and led them in procession to the 

house of God, 
6 And when one comes to see me, he 

utters empty words, 
while his heart gathers mischief; 
when he goes out, he tells it abroad. 

7 All who hate me whisper together 
about me; 

they imagine the worst for me. 

B They say, "A deadly thing has fast
ened upon him; 

he will not rise again from where he 
lies." 

9 Even my bosom friend in whom I 
trusted, 

who ate of my bread, has lifted his 
heel against me. 

10 But do thou, 0 LORD, be gracious to 
me, 

and raise me up, that I may requite 
them! 

11 By this I know that thou art pleased 
with me, 

in that my enemy has not tri
umphed over me. 

12 But thou hast upheld me because of 
my integrity, 

and set me in thy presence for 
ever. 

13 Blessed be the LORD, the God of 
Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting! 
Amen and Amen. 

BOOK II 

To the choirmaster. A Maski) of the 
Sons of Korah. 

42 As a hart longs 
for flowing streams, 

so longs my soul 
for thee, 0 God. 

2 My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God. 

When shall I come and behold 
the face of God? 

3 My tears have been my food 
day and night, 

while men say to me continually, 
"Where is your God?" 

4 These things I remember, 
as I pour out my soul: 

how I went with the throng, 
41.9: Jn 13.18. 

with glad shouts and songs of thanks
giving, 

a multitude keeping festival. 
s Why are you cast down, 0 my soul, 

and why are you disquieted within 
me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise 
him, 

my help 6 and my God. 

My soul is cast down within me, 
therefore I remember thee 

from the land of Jordan and of 
Hermon, 

from Mount Mizar. 
7 Deep calls to deep 

at the thunder of thy cataracts; 
all thy waves and thy billows 

have gone over me. 
B By day the LORD commands his 

steadfast love; 
and at night his song is with me, 
a prayer to the God of my life. 

9 I say to God, my rock: 
"Why hast thou forgotten me? 

Why go I mourning 
because of the oppression of the 

enemy?" 
10 As with a deadly wound in my 

body, 
my adversaries taunt me, 

while they say to me continually, 
"Where is your God?" 

11 Why are you cast down, 0 my soul, 
and why are you disquieted within 

me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise 

him, 
my help and my God. 

43 Vindicate me, 0 God, and de
fend my cause 

against an ungodly people; 
from deceitful and unjust men 

deliver me! 
2 For thou art the God in whom I take 

refuge; 
why hast thou cast me off? 

Why go I mourning 
because of the oppression of the 

enemy? 

3 Oh send out thy light and thy truth; 
let them lead me, 
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let them bring me to thy holy hill 

and ro rhy dwelling! 
~ Then I will go to the altar of God, 

to God my exceeding joy; 
and I will praise thee with the lyre, 

0 God, my God. 

~ Why are you cast down, 0 my soul, 
and why are you disquieted within 

me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise 

him, 
my help and my God. 

To the choirmaster. A Maski! of the 
Sons of Korah. 

44 We have heard with our ears, 0 
God, 

our fathers have told us, 
what deeds thou didst perform in 

their days, 
in the days of old: 

2 thou with rhy own hand didst drive 
out the nations, 

bur them thou didst plant; 
thou didst afflict the peoples, 

bur them thou didst set free; 
J for nor by their own sword did they 

win the land, 
nor did their own arm give them 

victory; 
bur rhy right hand, and thy arm, 

and the light of thy countenance; 
for thou didst delight in them. 

4 Thou arr my King and my God, 
who ordainesr' victories for Jacob. 

s Through thee we push down our 
foes; 

through thy name we tread down 
our assailants. 

~ For nor in my bow do I trust, 
nor can my sword save me. 

1 Bur thou hast saved us from our 
foes, 

and hast put to confusion those 
who hate us. 

~ In God we have boasted continually, 
and we will give thanks ro thy name 

for ever. Selah 

9 Yer thou hast cast us off and abased 
us, 

and hast nor gone our with our 
armies. 

10 Thou hast made us turn back from 
the foe; 

and our enemies have gotten spoil. 
11 Thou hast made us like sheep for 

slaughter, 
and hast scattered us among the 

nations. 
12 Thou hast sold thy people for a trifle, 

demanding no high price for them. 

13 Thou hast made us the taunt of our 
neighbors, 

the derision and scorn of those 
about us. 

14 Thou hast made us a byword among 
the nations, 

a laughingstock/ among the peo
ples. 

Is All day long my disgrace is before me, 
and shame has covered my face, 

16 at the words of the taunters and re
vilers, 

at the sight of the enemy and the 
avenger. 

17 All this has come upon us, 
though we have not forgotten thee, 
or been false to thy covenant. 

I B Our heart has not turned back, 
nor have our steps depaned from 

rhy way, 
IQ that thou shouldst have broken us in 

the place of jackals, 
and covered us with deep darkness. 

20 If we had forgotten the name of our 
God, 

or spread forth our hands to a 
strange god, 

21 would not God discover this? 
For he knows the secrets of the 

heart. 
22 Nay, for thy sake we are slain all the 

day long, 
and accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter. 

2J Rouse thyself! Why sleepest thou, 0 
Lord? 

Awake! Do not cast us off for ever! 
24 Why dost thou hide thy face? 

Why dost thou forget our affliction 
and oppression? 

25 For our soul is bowed down to the 
dust; 

our body cleaves to the ground. 
26 Rise up, come to our help! 
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Deliver us for the sake of thy 

steadfast love! 

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. 
A Maski! of the Sons of Korah; 

a love song. 

45 My heart overflows with a 
goodly theme; 

I address my verses to the king; 
my tongue is like the pen of a ready 

scribe. 

2 You are the fairest of the sons of men; 
grace is poured upon your lips; 
therefore God has blessed you for 

ever. 
3 Gird your sword upon your thigh, 

0 mighty one, 
in your glory and majesty! 

4 In your majesty ride forth victori
ously 

for the cause of truth and to de
fend• the right; 

let your right hand teach you dread 
deeds! 

5 Your arrows are sharp 
in the heart of the king's enemies; 
the peoples fall under you. 

6 Your divine throneh endures for ever 
and ever. 

Your royal scepter is a scepter of 
equity; 

you love righteousness and hate 
wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you 

with the oil of gladness above your 
fellows; 

your robes are all fragrant with 
myrrh and aloes and cassia. 

From ivory palaces stringed instru
ments make you glad ; 

daughters of kings are among your 
ladies of honor; 

at your right hand stands the queen 
in gold of Ophir. 

10 Hear, 0 daughter, consider, and m
cline your ear; 

forget your people and your fa
ther's house; 

A love song 
11 and the king will desire your 

beauty. 
Since he is your lord, bow to him; 

12 the peopJei of Tyre will sue your 
favor with gifts, 

the richest of the people 13 with all 
kinds of wealth. 

The princess is decked in her cham
ber with gold-woven robes ;J 

14 in many-colored robes she is led to 
the king, 

with her virgin companions, her 
escort/' in her train. 

15 With joy and gladness they are led 
along 

as they enter the palace of the king. 

16 Instead of your fathers shall be your 
sons; 

you will make them princes in all 
the earth. 

17 I will cause your name to be cele
brated in all generations; 

therefore the peoples will praise 
you for ever and ever. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 
Sons of Korah. According to 

Alamoth. A Song. 

46 God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present1 help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear though the 
earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the 
heart of the sea; 

3 though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with 

its tumult. Selah 

4 There is a river whose streams make 
glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most 
High. 

5 God is in the midst of her, she shall 
not be moved; 

God will help her right early. 
6 The nations rage, the kingdoms 

totter; 
he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge."' 

Selah 
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Mount Zion, in the far north, H Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

how he has wrought desolations in 
the earth. 

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the 
earth; 

he breaks the bow, and shatters the 
spear, 

he bums the chariots with fire! 
10 "Be still, and know that I am God. 

I am exalted among the nations, 
I am exalted in the earth!" 

11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. m 

Selah 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 
Sons of Korab. 

47 Clap your hands, all peoples! 
Shout to God with loud songs of 
joy! 

2 For the LORD, the Most High, is 
terrible, 

a great king over all the earth. 
3 He subdued peoples under us, 

and nations under our feet. 
4 He chose our heritage for us, 

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
Selah 

s God has gone up with a shout, 
the LoRD with the sound of a 

trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! 

7 For God is the king of all the earth; 
sing praises with a psalm! /1 

H God reigns over the nations; 
God sits on his holy throne. 

9 The princes of the peoples gather 
as the people of the God of Abra

ham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to 

God; 
he is highly exalted! 

A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korab. 

48 Great is the LORD and greatly to 
be praised 

in the city of our God! 
His holy mountain, 2 beautiful in 

elevation, 
is the joy of all the earth, 

"' Or fortress 11 Heb Maski/ 
48.2: M1 5.35. 

the city of the great King. 
3 Within her citadels God 

has shown himself a sure defense. 

4 For lo, the kings assembled, 
they came on together. 

s As soon as they saw it, they were 
astounded, 

they were in panic, they took to 
flight; 

6 trembling took hold of them there, 
anguish as of a woman in travail. 

7 By the east wind thou didst shatter 
the ships of Tarshish. 

8 As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the LORD of hosts, 

in the city of our God, 
which God establishes for ever. 

Selah 

9 We have thought on thy steadfast 
love, 0 God, 

in the midst of thy temple. 
10 As thy name, 0 God, 

so thy praise reaches to the ends of 
the earth. 

Thy right hand is filled with victory; 
11 let Mount Zion be glad ! 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice 
because of thy judgments! 

12 Walk about Zion, go round about her, 
number her towers, 

13 consider well her ramparts, 
go through her citadels; 

that you may tell the next generation 
14 that this is God, 

our God for ever and ever. 
He will be our guide for ever. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 
Sons of Korab. 

49 Hear this, all peoples! 
Give ear, all inhabitants of the 
world, 

2 both low and high, 
rich and poor together! 

3 My mouth shall speak wisdom; 
the meditation of my heart shall be 

understanding. 
4 I will incline my ear to a proverb; 

I will solve my riddle to the music 
of the lyre. 

s Why should I fear in times of trouble, 
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when the iniquity of my persecu

tors surrounds me, 
6 men who trust ir. their wealth 

and boast of the abundance of their 
riches? 

7 Truly no man can ransom himself," 
or give to God the price of his life, 

8 for the ransom of hisP life is costly, 
and can never suffice, 

9 that he should continue to live on 
for ever, 

and never see the Pit. 

10 Yea, he shall see that even the wise 
die, 

the fool and the stupid alike must 
perish 

and leave their wealth to others. 
11 Their gravesq are their homes for 

ever, 
their dwelling places to all genera

tions, 
though they named lands their 

own. 
12 Man cannot abide in his pomp, 

he is like the beasts that perish. 

13 This is the fate of those who have 
foolish confidence, 

the end of those' who are pleased 
with their portion. Selah 

14 Like sheep they are appointed for 
Sheol; 

Death shall be their shepherd; 
straight to the grave they descend,., 

and their form shall waste away; 
Sheol shall be their home.' 

IS But God will ransom my soul from 
the power of Sheol, 

for he will receive me. Selah 

16 Be not afraid when one becomes rich, 
when the glory" of his house in

creases. 
17 For when he dies he will carry noth

ing away; 
his gloryu will not go down after 

him. 
18 Though, while he lives, he counts 

himself happy, 
and though a man gets praise when 

he does well for himself, 
19 he will go to the generation of his 

fathers, 
who will never more see the light. 

20 Man cannot abide in his pomp, 
he is like the beasts that perish. 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

50 The Mighty One, God the 
LORD, 

speaks and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun to its 

setting. 
2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

God shines forth. 

3 Our God comes, he does not keep 
silence, 

before him is a devouring fire, 
round about him a mighty tempest. 

4 He calls to the heavens above 
and to the earth, that he may judge 

his people: 
5 "Gather to me my faithful ones, 

who made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice!" 

6 The heavens declare his righteous-
ness, 

for God himself is judge! Selah 

7 "Hear, 0 my people, and I will speak, 
0 Israel, I will testify against you. 
I am God, your God. 

8 I do not reprove you for your sacri
fices; 

your burnt offerings are continu
ally before me. 

9 I will accept no bull from your house. 
nor he-goat from your folds. 

10 For every beast of the forest is mine, 
the cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 I know all the birds of the air, ' 
and all that moves in the field is 

mine. 

12 "If I were hungry, I would not tell 
you; 

for the world and all that is in it is 
mme. 

13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls, 
or drink the blood of goats? 

14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks
giving,"' 

and pay your vows to the Most 
High; 

15 and call upon me in the day of 
trouble; 

0 Another reading is no man can ramom his brother P Gk: Heb rhdr 
q Gk Syr Compare Tg: Heb their inward (thoughr) r Tg: Heb afur chm1 
R Cn: Heb the upn"ght shall have domini011 over them i11 rhe moP'"l1i11g 1 Heb uncertain 11 Or we'alth 
v Gk Syr Tg: Heb mountains w Oc make tha11ksgivi11g yo11r sacnfia to God 
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s Behold, I was brought forth in in

iquity, 
I will deliver you, and you shall 

glorify me." 

1 ~ But to the wicked God says: 
"What right have you to recite my 

statutes, 
or take my covenant on your lips? 

17 For you hate discipline, 
and you case my words behind you. 

1 H If you see a thief, you are a friend of 
his; 

and you keep company with 
adulterers. 

14 "You give your mouth free rein for 
evil, 

and your tongue frames deceit. 
20 You sic and speak against your 

brother; 
you slander your own mother's son. 

21 These things you have done and I 
have been silent; 

you thought chat I was one like 
yourself. 

But now I rebuke you, and lay the 
charge before you. 

22 "Mark chis, then, you who forget God, 
lest I rend, and there be none to 

deliver! 
B He who brings thanksgiving as his 

sacrifice honors me; 
to him who orders his way aright 
I will show the salvation of God!" 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 
when Nathan the prophet came to him, 

after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 

51 Have mercy on me, 0 God, 
according to thy steadfast love; 

according to thy abundant mercy 
blot our my transgressions. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my in

iquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin! 

1 For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee, thee only, have 
sinned 

and don~ that which is evil in thy 
sight, 

so that thou art justified in thy 
sentence 

and blameless in thy judgment. 

and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. 

6 Behold, thou desiresc truth in the in
ward being; 

therefore reach me wisdom in my 
secret heart. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. 

H Fill' me with joy and gladness; 
lee the bones which thou hast 

broken rejoice. 
9 Hide thy face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, 
and put a new and rightY spirit 

within me. 
11 Case me not away from thy presence, 

and take not thy holy Spirit from 
me. 

12 Restore co me the joy of thy salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Ll Then I will teach transgressors thy 
ways, 

and sinners will return to thee. 
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, z 

OGod, 
thou God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will sing aloud of 

thy deliverance. 

15 0 Lord, open thou my lips, 
and my mouth shall show forth thy 

praise. 
16 For thou hast no delight in sacrifice; 

were I to give a burnt offering, 
thou wouldst not be pleased. 

17 The sacrifice acceptable to God" is 
a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, 0 
God, thou wilt not despise. 

I H Do good to Zion in thy good pleas
ure; 

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
19 then wilt thou delight in right sacri

fices, 
in burnt offerings and whole burnt 

offerings; 
then bulls will be offered on thy 

altar. 
.r Syr: Heb Mllkl· to hellr 11 Or m:adfa.~t !. Or d~·arh a Or My saa1jice, O God 
51.4: Rom 1.4. 
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to see if there are any that are wise, 

that seek after God. 
To the choirmaster. A Maski! of David, 
when Doeg, the Edomite, came and 
told Saul, "David has come to the house 

of Ahimelech." 

52 Why do you boast, 0 mighty 
man, 

of mischief done against the 
godly?b 

All the day 2 you are plotting de
struction. 

Your tongue is like a sharp razor, 
you worker of treachery. 

3 You love evil more than good, 
and lying more than speaking the 

truth. Selah 
4 You love all words that devour, 

0 deceitful tongue. 

s But God will break you dov.n for 
ever; 

he will snatch and tear you from 
your tent; 

he will uproot you from the land 
of the living. Selah 

6 The righteous shall see, and fear, 
and shall laugh at him, saying, 

7 "See the man who would not make 
God his refuge, 

but trusted in the abundance of his 
riches, 

and sought refuge in his wealth !" 0 

R But I am like a green olive tree in 
the house of God. 

I trust in the steadfast love of God 
for ever and ever. 

9 I will thank thee for ever, 
because thou hast done it. 
will proclaimd thy name, for it is 

good, 
in the presence of the godly. 

To the choirmaster: according to 
Mahalath. A Maski! of David. 

53 The fool says in his heart, 
"There is no God." 

They are corrupt, doing abominable 
iniquity; 

there is none that does good. 

2 God looks down from heaven 
upon the sons of men 

3 They have all fallen away; 
they are all alike depraved; 

there is none that does good, 
no, not one. 

4 Have those who work evil no under
standing, 

who eat up my people as they eat 
bread, 

and do not call upon God? 

s There they are, in great terror, 
in terror such as has not been! 

For God will scatter the bones of the 
ungodly;' 

they will be put to shame/ for God 
has rejected them. 

6 0 that deliverance for Israel would 
come from Zion ! 

When God restores the fortunes of 
his people, 

Jacob will rejoice and Israel be 
glad. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed in
struments. A Maski! of David, when the 
Ziphites went and told Saul, "David is 

in hiding among us." 

54 Save me, 0 God, by thy name, 
and vindicate me by thy might. 

2 Hear my prayer, 0 God; 
give ear to the words of my mouth. 

3 For insolent• men have risen against 
me, 

ruthless men seek my life; 
they do not set God before them. 

Selah 

4 Behold, God is my helper; 
the LORD is the upholderh of my 

life. 
s He will requite my enemies with 

evil; 
in thy faithfulness put an end to 

them. 

6 With a freewill offering I will sacri
fice to thee ; 

~ Cn Compare Syr: Heb the k(ndness of God " S}'.r Tg: Heb his d;:s1ruc1im1 11 Cn: Heb u.•ail for 
, Cn Compare ~k ~yr: Heb h1"/i who encamps against you f Gk: Heb you will put 1,1 shiJmc.· 
-' Another reading 1s strangers Gk Syr Jerome: Heb of or with tho~-"'· n1ho 11ph(1/d 
53.1-3: Rom 3.10-12. 53.1-6: Ps 14.1-7. 



David's great trouble 503 PSALMS 56 
I will give thanks to thy name, 0 

LORD, for it is good. 
7 For thou hast delivered me from 

every trouble, 
and my eye has looked in triumph 

on my enemies. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed in-
struments. A Maski! of David. 

55 Give ear to my prayer, 0 God; 
and hide not thyself from my 
supplication! 

2 Attend to me, and answer me; 
I am overcome by my trouble. 

I am distraught 3 by the noise of the 
enemy, 

because of the oppression of the 
wicked. 

For they bringi trouble upon me, 
and in anger they cherish enmity 

against me. 

4 My heart is in anguish within me, 
the terrors of death have fallen 

upon me. 
5 Fear and trembling come upon me, 

and horror overwhelms me. 
6 And I say, "O that I had wings like a 

dove! 
I would fly away and be at rest; 

7 yea, I would wander afar, 
I would lodge in the wilderness, 

Selah 
H I would haste to find me a shelter 

from the raging wind and tem
pest." 

9 Destroy their plans,j 0 Lord, confuse 
their tongues; 

for I see violence and strife in the 
city. 

10 Day and night they go around it 
on its walls; 

and mischief and trouble are within 
it, 

11 ruin is in its midst; 
oppression and fraud 

do not depart from its market 
place. 

12 It is not an enemy who taunts me-
then I could bear it; 

it is not an adversary who deals in
solently with me-

then I could hide from him. 
13 But it is you, my equal, 

my companion, my familiar friend. 
14 We used to hold sweet converse to

gether; 
within God's house we walked in 

fellowship. 
IS Let deathk come upon them; 

let them go down to Sheol alive; 
let them go away in terror into 

their graves.' 

16 But I call upon God; 
and the LORD will save me. 

17 Evening and morning and at noon 
I utter my complaint and moan, 
and he will hear my voice. 

1 H He will deliver my soul in safety 
from the battle that I wage, 
for many are arrayed against me. 

19 God will give ear, and humble them, 
he who is enthroned from of old; 

because they keep no law, 111 

and do not fear God. Selah 

20 My companion stretched out his 
hand against his friends, 

he violated his covenant. 
21 His speech was smoother than butter, 

yet war was in his heart ; 
his words were softer than oil, 

yet they were drawn swords. 

22 Cast your burden" on the LORD, 
and he will sustain you; 

he will never permit 
the righteous to be moved. 

23 But thou, 0 God, wilt cast them 
down 

into the lowest pit; 
men of blood and treachery 

shall not live out half their days. 
But I will trust in thee. 

To the choirmaster: according to The 
Dove on Far-off Terebinths. A Miktam 
of David, when the Philistines seized 

him in Gath. 

56 Be gracious to me, 0 God, 
for men trample upon me; 

all day long foemen oppress me; 
2 my enemies trample upon me all day 

long, 
: Cn Compar~ Gk: ~cb t~ey c0:11se. to tf!trer . J T.g: Heb lacks their plans k Or desolations 

Cn: Heb ev1f.f are in rlmr hab1ta11on, m their midst 111 Or do nor change 11 Or what he has given you 
55.22: 1 Pet 5. 7. 



PSALMS 56 504 Confidence in God 
he will put to shame those who for many fight against me proudly. 

3 When I am afraid, 
I put my trust in thee. 

4 In God, whose word I praise, 
in God I trust without a fear. 
What can flesh do to me? 

s All day long they seek to injure my 
cause; 

all their thoughts are against me 
for evil. 

6 They band themselves together, 
they lurk, 

they watch my steps. 
As they have waited for my life, 

7 so recompense" them for their 
crime; 

in wrath cast down the peoples, 
0 God! 

8 Thou hast kept count of my tossings ; 
put thou my tears in thy bottle! 
Are they not in thy book? 

9 Then my enemies will be turned back 
in the day when I call. 
This I know, thatP God is for me. 

IO In God, whose word I praise, 
in the LORD, whose word I praise, 

11 in God I trust without a fear. 
What can man do to me? 

12 My vows to thee I must perform, 0 
God; 

I will render thank offerings to 
thee. 

13 For thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, 

yea, my feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God 

in the light of life. 

To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A Miktam of David, 
when he fled from Saul, in the cave. 

57 Be merciful to me, 0 God, 
be merciful to me, 

for in thee my soul takes refuge; 
in the shadow of thy wings I will take 

refuge, 
till the storms of destruction pass 

by. 
2 I cry to God Most High, 

to God who fulfils his purpose for 
me. 

3 He will send from heaven and save me, 

trample upon me. Selah 
God will send fonh his steadfast love 

and his faithfulness! 

4 I lie in the midst of lions 
that greedily devour• the sons of 

men; 
their teeth are spears and arrows, 

their tongues sharp swords. 

5 Be exalted, 0 God, above the heav
ens! 

Let thy glory be over all the eanh ! 

6 They set a net for my steps; 
my soul was bowed down. 

They dug a pit in my way, 
but they have fallen into it 

selves. 

7 My heart is steadfast, 0 God, 
my hean is steadfast! 

I will sing and make melody! 
H Awake, my soul! 

Awake, 0 harp and lyre! 
I will awake the dawn! 

them
Se/ah 

9 I will give thanks to thee, 0 Lord, 
among the peoples; 

I will sing praises to thee among 
the nations. 

Io For thy steadfast love is great to the 
heavens, 

thy faithfulness to the clouds. 

II Be exalted, 0 God, above the heav
ens! 

Let thy glory be over all the earth ! 

To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Nor Destroy. A Miktam of David. 

58 Do you indeed decree what is 
right, you gods?s 

Do you judge the sons of men up
rightly? 

2 Nay, in your heans you devise 
wrongs; 

your hands deal our violence on 
earth. 

3 The wicked go astray from the womb, 
they err from their birth, speaking 

lies. 
4 They have venom like the venom of a 

serpent, 



Deliverance from enemies 505 PSALMS 59 
Awake to punish all the nations; 

spare none of those who treacher-
like the deaf adder that stops its 

ear, 
s so that it does not hear the voice of 

charmers 
or of the cunning enchanter. 

6 O God, break the teeth in their 
mouths; 

tear out the fangs of the young 
lions, 0 LORD! 

7 Let them vanish like water that runs 
away; 

like grass let them be trodden down 
and wither.t 

s Let them be like the snail which dis
solves into slime, 

like the untimely birth that never 
sees the sun. 

9 Sooner than your pots can feel the 
heat of thorns, 

whether green or ablaze, may he 
sweep them away! 

10 The righteous will rejoice when he 
sees the vengeance ; 

he will bathe his feet in the blood 
of the wicked. 

11 Men will say, "Surely there is a re
ward for the righteous; 

surely there is a God who judges 
on earth." 

To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A M.iktam of David, 
when Saul sent men to watch his house 

in order to kill him. 

59 Deliver me from my enemies, 0 
my God, 

protect me from those who rise up 
against me, 

2 deliver me from those who work evil, 
and save me from bloodthirsty 

men. 

3 For, lo, they lie in wait for my life; 
fierce men band themselves against 

me. 
For no transgression or sin of mine, 

0 LORD, 
for no fault of mine, they run and 

make ready. 

Rouse thyself, come to my help, and 
see! 

Thou, LORD God of hosts, art God 
of Israel. 

ously plot evil. Selah 

6 Each evening they come back, 
howling like dogs 
and prowling about the city. 

7 There they are, bellowing with their 
mouths, 

and snarling with" their lips-
for "Who," they think, "will hear 

us?" 

8 But thou, 0 LORD, dost laugh at them; 
thou dost hold all the nations in 

derision. 
9 0 my Strength, I will sing praises to 

thee;" 
for thou, 0 God, art my fortress. 

10 My God in his steadfast love will 
meet me; 

my God will let me look in tri
umph on my enemies. 

11 Slay them not, Jest my people forget; 
make them totter by thy power, 

and bring them down, 
0 Lord, our shield! 

12 For the sin of their mouths, the words 
of their lips, 

let them be trapped in their pride. 
For the cursing and lies which they 

utter, 
13 consume them in wrath, 

consume them till they are no 
more, 

that men may know that God rules 
over Jacob 

to the ends of the earth. Selah 

14 Each evening they come back, 
howling like dogs 
and prowling about the city. 

IS They roam about for food, 
and growl if they do not get their 

fill. 

16 But I will sing of thy might; 
I will sing aloud of thy steadfast 

love in the morning. 
For thou hast been to me a fortress 

and a refuge in the day of my dis
tress. 

I 7 0 my Strength, I will sing praises to 
thee, 

for thou, 0 God, art my fortress, 
the God who shows me steadfast 

love. '---
l Cn: Heb uncenain u Cn: Heb swords in IJ Syr: Heb I will watch for thee 



PSALMS 60 506 "Lead thou me" 
when my heart is faint. To che choirmaster: according to 

Shushan Edurh. A Mikcam of David; 
for inscruccion; when he strove wich 
Aram-naharaim and wich Aram-zobah, 
and when Joab on his return killed 
twelve thousand of Edom in che Valley 

of Salt. 

60 0 God, thou hasc rejected us, 
broken our defenses; 

chou hasc been angry; oh, res core us, 
2 Thou hasc made che land to quake, 

thou hasc rent ic open; 
repair ics breaches, for ic caners. 

l Thou hasc made chy people suffer 
hard things; 

chou hasc given us wine to drink 
char made us reel. 

4 Thou hasc set up a banner for those 
who fear chee, 

co rally co ic from che bow. u· S eiah 
5 That thy beloved may be delivered, 

give victory by chy right hand and 
answer us! 

o God has spoken in his sanctuary: 1 

"With exultation I will divide up 
Shechem 

and portion out che Vale of Suc
coth. 

7 Gilead is mine; Manas's<!h is mine; 
E'phraim is my helmet; 
Judah is my scepter. 

8 Moab is my washbasin; 
upon Edom I case my shoe; 
over Philistia I shout in triumph." 

9 Who will bring me to che fortified 
cicy? 

Who will lead me to Edom? 
10 Hast chou not rejected us, 0 God? 

Thou dost nor go forth, 0 God, 
with our armies. 

11 0 grant us help against the foe, 
for vain is che help of man! 

12 With God we shall do valiantly; 
it is he who will tread down our 

foes. 

To the choirmaster: wich stringed m-
scruments. A Psalm of David. 

61 Hear my cry, 0 God, 
listen to my prayer; 

2 from the end of the earth I call to 
chee, 

"'Gk Syr Jerome: Heb truth 1 Or by his h0Ji11.·.H 
80.5-12: Ps 108.6-13. 

Lead chou me 
to che rock that is higher than I ; 

.\ for thou an my refuge, 
a strong tower against the enemy. 

4 Lee me dwell in thy tent for ever! 
Oh to be safe under the shelter of 

thy wings! Selah 
5 For chou, 0 God, hasc heard my 

vows, 
chou hasc given me the heritage of 

those who fear thy name. 

0 Prolong che life of the king; 
may his years endure to all genera

tions! 
7 May he be enthroned for ever before 

God; 
bid sceadfasc love and faithfulness 

watch over him! 

8 So will I ever sing praises to chy 
name, 

as I pay my vows day after day. 

To the choirmaster: according to 
Jeduchun. A Psalm of David. 

62 For God alone my soul waits in 
silence; 

from him comes my salvation. 
2 He only is my rock and my salva

tion, 
my fortress; I shall nor be greatly 

moved. 

3 How long will you sec upon a man 
co shaccer him, all of you, 
like a leaning wall, a tottering 

fence? 
4 They only plan to thrust him down 

from his eminence. 
They take pleasure in falsehood. 

They bless with their mouths, 
but inwardly they curse. Selu.h 

5 For God alone my soul waits in 
silence, · 

for my hope is from him. 
6 He only is my rock and my salvation, 

my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
7 On God rests my deliverance and ID\' 

honor; · 



"God is a refuge" 507 PSALMS 65 
my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 

K Trust in him at all times, 0 people; 
pour out your heart before him; 
God is a refuge for us. Selah 

Y Men of low estate are but a breath, 
men of high estate are a delusion; 

in the balances they go up ; 
they are together lighter than a 

breath. 
10 Put no confidence in extortion, 

set no vain hopes on robbery; 
if riches increase, set not your 

heart on them. 

11 Once God has spoken; 
twice have I heard this: 

that power belongs to God; 
12 and that to thee, 0 Lord, belongs 

steadfast love. 
For thou dost requite a man 

according to his work. 

A Psalm of David, when he was in the 
Wilderness of Judah. 

63 0 God, thou art my God, I seek 
thee, 

my soul thirsts for thee; 
my flesh faints for thee, 

as in a dry and weary land where no 
water is. 

2 So I have looked upon thee in the 
sanctuary, 

beholding thy power and glory. 
.l Because thy steadfast love is better 

than life, 
my lips will praise thee. 

4 So I will bless thee as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands and call on 

thy name. 

5 My soul is feasted as with marrow 
and fat, 

and my mouth praises thee with 
joyful lips, 

6 when I think of thee upon my bed, 
and meditate on thee in the watches 

of the night; 
7 for thou hast been my help, 

and in the shadow of thy wings 
sing for joy. 

K My soul clings to thee; 
thy right hand upholds me. 

Y But those who seek to destroy my life 
shall go down into the depths of 

the earth; 
10 they shall be given over to the power 

of the sword, 
they shall be prey for jackals. 

11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 
all who swear by him shall glory; 
for the mouths of liars will be 

stopped. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

64 Hear !TIY voice, 0 God, in my 
complaint; 

preserve my life from dread of the 
enemy, 

2 hide me from the secret plots of the 
wicked, 

from the scheming of evildoers, 
3 who whet their tongues like swords, 

who aim bitter words like arrows, 
4 shooting from ambush at the blame

less, 
shooting at him suddenly and with

out fear. 
5 They hold fast to their evil purpose; 

they talk of laying snares secretly, 
thinking, "Who can see us?Y 

6 Who can search out our crimes?' 
We have thought out a cunningly 

conceived plot." 
For the inward mind and heart of 

a man are deep ! 

7 But God will shoot his arrow at them; 
they will be wounded suddenly. 

8 Because of their tongue he will bring 
them to ruin;" 

all who see them will wag their 
heads. 

Y Then all men will fear; 
they will tell what God has 

wrought, 
and ponder what he has done. 

10 Let the righteous rejoice in the LORD, 
and take refuge in him! 

Let all the upright in heart glory! 

To the choirma•ter. A Psalm of David. 
A Song. 

65 Praise is due to thee, 
0 God, in Zion; 

!I Syr: Heb them z Cn: Heb they search our crimes a Cn: Heb They will bring him ro ruin, their 1011gue 
bi·mg 11ga111.H them 

82.12: )er 17.10; Rev 2.23; 22.12. 



PSALMS 65 508 God's bounty in nature 
and to thee shall vows be perfo1med, To the choirmaster. A Song. A Psalm. 

2 0 thou who hearest prayer! 
To thee shall all flesh come 

3 on account of sins. 
When our transgressions prevail over 

us," 
thou dost forgive them. 

4 Blessed is he whom thou dost choose 
and bring near, 

to dwell in thy courts! 
We shall be satisfied with the good

ness of thy house, 
thy holy temple! 

s By dread deeds thou dost answer us 
with deliverance, 

0 God of our salvation, 
who art the hope of all the ends of the 

earth, 
and of the farthest seas ; 

6 who by thy strength hast established 
the mountains, 

being girded with might; 
7 who dost still the roaring of the 

seas, 
the roaring of their waves, 
the tumult of the peoples; 

8 so that those who dwell at earth's 
farthest bounds 

are afraid at thy signs; 
thou makest the outgoings of the 

morning and the evening 
to shout for joy. 

9 Thou visitest the earth and waterest 
it, 

thou greatly enrichest it; 
the river of God is full of water ; 

thou providest their grain, 
for so thou hast prepared it. 

10 Thou waterest its furrows abun
dantly, 

settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 

and blessing its growth. 
II Thou crownest the year with thy 

bounty; 
the tracks of thy chariot drip with 

fatness. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness drip, 

the hills gird themselves with joy, 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with 

flocks, 
the valleys deck themselves with 

grain, 
they shout and sing together for 

joy. 

66 Make a joyful noise to God, 
all the earth ; 

2 sing the glory of his name ; 
give to him glorious praise' 

3 Say to God, "How terrible are 
deeds! 

So great is thy power that 
enemies cringe before thee. 

4 All the earth worships thee; 

thy 

thy 

they sing praises to thee, 
sing praises to thy name." Selah 

s Come and see what God has done: 
he is terrible in his deeds among 

men. 
o He turned the sea into dry land; 

men passed through the river on 
foot. 

There did we rejoice in him, 
7 who rules by his might for ever, 

whose eyes keep watch on the na
tions-

let not the rebellious exalt them-
selves. Selah 

8 Bless our God, 0 peoples, 
let the sound of his praise be 

heard, 
9 who has kept us among the living, 

and has not let our feet slip. 
10 For thou, 0 God, hast tested us; 

thou hast tried us as silver is 
tried. 

l l Thou didst bring us into the net; 
thou didst lay affliction on our 

loins; 
12 thou didst let men ride over our 

heads; 
we went through fire and through 

water; 
yet thou hast brought us forth to a 

spacious place.'· 

13 I will come into thy house with burm 
offerings; 

I will pay thee my vows, 
14 that which my lips uttered 

and my mouth promised when I 
was in trouble. 

ts I will offer to thee burnt offerings of 
fatlings, 

with the smoke of the sacrifice of 
rams; 

I will make an offering of bulls and 
goats. Selah 

b Gk: Heb me "Cn Compare Gk Syr Jerome Tg: Heb sarrO"atio" 



God at Sinai 509 PSALMS 68 
16 Come and hear, all you who fear 

God, 
and I will tell what he has done for 

me. 
17 I cried aloud to him, 

and he was extolled with my 
tongue. 

1 H If I had cherished iniquity in my 
heart, 

the LORD would not have listened. 
19 But truly God has listened; 

he has given heed to the voice of 
my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, 
because he has not rejected my 

prayer 
or removed his steadfast love from 

me! 

To the choirmaster: with stringed in-
struments. A Psalm. A Song. 

67 May God be gracious to us and 
bless us 

and make his face to shine upon us, 
Selah 

2 that thy way may be known upon 
earth, 

thy saving power among all na
tions . 

.1 Let the peoples praise thee, 0 God; 
let all the peoples praise thee! 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy, 

for thou dost judge the peoples 
with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. 
Selah 

s Let the peoples praise thee, 0 
God· 

let all the peoples praise thee! 

" The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God, has blessed us. 

7 God has blessed us; 
let all the ends of the earth fear 

him! 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

68 
A Song. 

Let God arise, let his enemies be 
scattered; 

let those who hate him flee before 
him! 

2 As smoke is driven away, so drive 
them away; 

as wax melts before fire, 
let the wicked perish before God! 

.1 But let the righteous be joyful; 
let them exult before God ; 
let them be jubilant with joy! 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his 
name; 

lift up a song to him who rides 
upon the clouds ;d 

his name is the LORD, exult before 
him! 

s Father of the fatherless and pro
tector of widows 

is God in his holy habitation. 
6 God gives the desolate a home to 

dwell in; 
he leads out the prisoners to pros

perity; 
but the rebellious dwell in a 

parched land. 

7 0 God, when thou didst go forth be
fore thy people, 

when thou didst march through 
the wilderness, Selah 

8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured 
down rain, 

at the presence of God; 
yon Sinai quaked at the presence of 

God, 
the God of Israel. 

9 Rain in abundance, 0 God, thou 
didst shed abroad; 

thou didst restore thy heritage as 
it languished ; 

10 thy flock found a dwelling in it; 
in thy goodness, 0 God, thou didst 

provide for the needy. 

I I The Lord gives the command; 
great is the host of those who bore 

the tidings : 
12 "The kings of the armies, they 

flee, they flee!" 
The women at home divide the 

spoil, 
13 though they stay among the sheep

folds-
the wings of a dove covered with 

silver, 
its pinions with green gold. 

'
1 Or rntr 11p a highwa)' for him who rides through the dc.~erts 



PSALMS 68 510 God in his sanctuary 
14 When the Almighty scattered kings 27 There is Benjamin, the least of them, 

there, in the lead, 
snow fell on Zalmon. the princes of Judah in their 

15 0 mighty mountain, mountain of 
Bashan; 

0 many-peaked mountain, 
mountain of Bashan ! 

16 Why look you with envy, 0 many
peaked mountain, 

at the mount which God desired 
for his abode, 

yea, where the LORD will dwell for 
ever? 

11 With mighty chariotry, twice ten 
thousand, 

thousands upon thousands, 
the Lord came from Sinai into the 

holy place.' 
18 Thou didst ascend the high mount, 

leading captives in thy train, 
and receiving gifts among men, 

even among the rebellious, that the 
LORD God may dwell there. 

19 Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily bears us up; 
God is our salvation. Selah 

20 Our God is a God of salvation; 
and to GOD, the Lord, belongs 

escape from death. 

21 But God will shatter the heads of his 
enemies, 

the hairy crown of him who walks 
in his guilty ways. 

22 The Lord said, 
"I will bring them back from 

Bashan, 
I will bring them back from the 

depths of the sea, 
23 that you may bathe/ your feet in 

blood, 
that the tongues of your dogs may 

have their portion from the foe." 

2A Thy solemn processions are seen,• 
0 God, 

the processions of my God, my 
King, into the sanctuary-

25 the singers in front, the minstrels last, 
between them maidens playing 

timbrels: 
26 "Bless God in the great congregation, 

the LORD, 0 you who are of 
Israel's fountain!" 

throng, 
the princes of Zeb'ulun, the 

princes of Naph'tali. 

28 Summon thy might, 0 God; 
show thy strength, 0 God, thou 

who hast wrought for us. 
29 Because of thy temple at Jerusalem 

kings bear gifts to thee. 
30 Rebuke the beasts that dwell among 

the reeds, 
the herd of bulls with the calves of 

the peoples. 
Trample" under foot those who lust 

after tribute; 
scatter the peoples who delight in 

war.i 
31 Let bronze be brought from Egypt; 

let Ethiopia hasten to stretch out 
her hands to God. 

32 Sing to God, 0 kingdoms of the 
earth; 

sing praises to the Lord, Selah 
33 to him who rides in the heavens, 

the ancient heavens; 
lo, he sends forth his voice, hi~ 

mighty voice. 
34 Ascribe power to God, 

whose majesty is over Israel, 
and his power is in the skies. 

35 Terrible is God in hisi sanctuary, 
the God of Israel, 
he gives power and strength to his 

people. 

Blessed be God ! 

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. 
A Psalm of David. 

69 Save me, 0 God! 
For the waters have come up to 
my neck. 

2 I sink in deep mire, 
where there is no foothold; 

I have come into deep waters, 
and the flood sweeps over me. 

3 I am weary with my crying; 
my throat is parched. 

My eyes grow dim 
with waiting for my God. 

~ CnCn. :. Heb Tiu Lord aeyong chem Sinai in the holy place f Gk. Syr Tg: Heb sh1Jtta Y Or h1.1t'<.' b.·m .h'L'PI 

Heb trampling 1 The Hebrew of verse JO is obscure J Gk: Hcb/,.-om thy 68.18: Eph -1.8. 



A cry of distress 511 PSALMS 69 
4 More in number than the hairs of my 

head 
arc those who hate me without 

cause; 
mighty are those who would destroy 

me, 
those who attack me with lies. 

What I did not steal 
must I now restore? 

s O God, thou knowest my folly; 
the wrongs I have done are 

hidden from thee. 
not 

6 Let not those who hope in thee be put 
to shame through me, 

0 Lord Goo of hosts; 
let not those who seek thee be 

brought to dishonor through me, 
0 God of Israel. 

1 For it is for thy sake that I have borne 
reproach, 

that shame has covered my face. 
K I have become a stranger to my 

brethren, 
an alien to my mother's sons. 

9 For zeal for thy house has consumed 
me, 

and the insults of those who insult 
thee have fallen on me. 

10 When I humbledk my soul with 
fasting, 

it became my reproach. 
11 When I made sackcloth my clothing, 

I became a byword to them. 
12 I am the talk of those who sit in the 

gate, 
and the drunkards make songs 

about me. 

1.1 But as for me, my prayer is to thee, 
0 LORD. 

At an acceptable time, 0 God, 
in the abundance of thy steadfast 

love answer me. 
With thy faithful help 14 rescue me 

from sinking in the mire; 
let me be delivered from my enemies 

and from the deep waters. 
is Let not the flood sweep over me, 

or the deep swallow me up, 
or the pit close its mouth over me. 

16 Answer me, 0 LoRD, for thy steadfast 
love is good ; 

according to thy abundant mercy, 
turn to me. 

17 Hide not thy face from thy servant; 
for I am in distress, make haste to 

answer me. 
IH Draw near to me, redeem me, 

set me free because of my enemies! 

I <J Thou knowest my reproach, 
and my shame and my dishonor; 
my foes are all known to thee. 

20 Insults have broken my heart, 
so that I am in despair. 

I looked for pity, but there was none; 
and for comforters, but I found 

none. 
21 They gave me poison for food, 

and for my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink. 

22 Let their own table before them be
come a snare; 

let their sacrificial feasts1 be a trap. 
2-1 Let their eyes be darkened, so that 

they cannot see ; 
and make their loins tremble con

tinually. 
24 Pour out thy indignation upon them, 

and let thy burning anger overtake 
them. 

2s May their camp be a desolation, 
let no one dwell in their tents. 

26 For they persecute him whom thou 
hast smitten, 

and him"' whom thou hast 
wounded, they afflict still more." 

27 Add to them punishment upon 
punishment; 

may they have no acquittal from 
thee. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book 
of the living; 

let them not be enrolled among the 
righteous. 

29 But I am afflicted and in pain; 
let thy salvation, 0 God, set me on 

high! 

30 I will praise the name of God with a 
song; 

I will magnify him with thanks
giving. 

JI This will please the LORD more than 
an ox 

t Glr. Syr: Heb I wept with fastini mfu soul or 1 made Ill)' soul mo11rn with fas1it1K I Tg: Heb for securi1y 

;.~~p~;}~;~~~~~;.Sy~~-~:eJn' 2~:7; ;0~ ~{]'.Heb rccormt 1he pait1 of 
69.21: Mt 27.34, 411; Mk 15.36; Lk 23.36; Jn 19.29. 89.22-23: Rom 11.9-10. 89.24: Rev 16.1. 
89.25: Acts 1.20. 89.28: Rev 3.5; 13.8; 17.8; 20.12, 15; 21.27. 



PSALMS 69 512 Prayer of an old man 
4 Rescue me, 0 my God, from the hand 

of the wicked, 
or a bull with horns and hoofs. 

.12 Let the oppressed see it and be glad; 
you "".ho seek God, let your hearts 

revive. 
3.1 For the LORD hears the needy, 

and does not despise his own that 
are in bonds. 

.14 Let heaven and earth praise him, 
the seas and everything that moves 

therein. 
35 For God will save Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah; 
and his servants shall dwell" there 

and possess it; 
36 the children of his servants shall 

inherit it, 
and those who love his name shall 

dwell in it. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 
for the memorial offering. 

70 Be pleased, 0 God, to deliver 
me! 

0 LORD, make haste to help me! 
2 Let them be put to shame and con

fusion 
who seek my life! 

Let them be turned back and brought 
to dishonor 

who desire my hurt! 
J Let them be appalled because of their 

shame 
who say, "Aha, Aha!" 

4 May all who seek thee 
rejoice and be glad in thee ! 

May those who love thy salvation 
say evermore, "God is great!" 

5 But I am poor and needy; 
hasten to me, 0 God! 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 
0 LORD, do not tarry! 

71 In thee, 0 LORD, do I take 
refuge; 

let me never be put to shame ! 
2 In thy righteousness deliver me and 

rescue me; 
incline thy ear to me, and save me! 

.1 Be thou to me a rock of refuge, 
a srrong fortress,P to save me, 
for thou art my rock and my 

forrress. 

from the grasp of the unjust and 
cruel man. 

5 For thou, 0 Lord, art my hope, 
my trust, 0 LORD, from my youth. 

6 Upon thee I have leaned from my 
birth; 

thou art he who took me from my 
mother's womb. 

My praise is continually of thee. 

7 I have been as a portent to many; 
but thou art my strong refuge. 

8 My mouth is filled with thy praise, 
and with thy glory all the day. 

9 Do not cast me off in the time of old 
age; 

forsake me not when my strength 
is spent. 

10 For my enemies speak concerning 
me, 

those who watch for my life con
sult together, 

11 and say, "God has forsaken him; 
pursue and seize him, 
for there is none to deliver him." 

12 0 God, be not far from me; 
0 my God, make haste to help me 1 

13 May my accusers be pur to shame and 
consumed; 

with scorn and disgrace may th.:y 
be covered 

who seek my hurt. 
14 But I will hope continually, 

and will praise thee yet more and 
more. 

15 My mouth will tell of thy righteous 
acts, 

of thy deeds of salvation all the day, 
for their number is past my knowl

edge. 
16 With the mighty deeds of the Lord 

Goo I will come, 
I will praise thy righteousness, 

thine alone. 

17 0 God, from my youth thou hast 
taught me, 

and I still proclaim thy wondrous 
deeds. 

18 So even to old age and gray hairs, 
0 God, do not forsake me, 

till I proclaim thy might 
to all the generations to com.:. q 

0 Syr: Heb and tht'J' shall dwdl V Gk Compare 31.3: Hi:b to com~· ,.0,,11111111/Jy rlw11 hu~t <t,llfllhlll1kd 
'I Gk Compare Syr: Heb 10 a f!t'11.:ra1iot1, w all rhdt wmc 
70.1-5: p, 40.13-17. 
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Thy power 19 and thy righteousness, 

0 God, 
reach the high heavens. 

Thou who hast done great things, 
0 God, who is like thee? 

2u Thou who hast made me see many 
sore troubles 

wilt revive me again; 
from the depths of the earth 

thou wilt bring me up again. 
21 Thou wilt increase my honor, 

and comfort me again. 

22 I will also praise thee with the harp 
for thy faithfulness, 0 my God; 
will sing praises to thee with the 

lyre, 
0 Holy One of Israel. 

23 My lips will shout for joy, 
when I sing praises to thee; 
my soul also, which thou hast 

rescued. 
24 And my congue will talk of thy 

righteous help 
all the day long, 

for they have been put to shame and 
disgraced 

who sought to do me hurt. 

A Psalm of Solomon. 

72 Give the king thy justice, 0 
God, 

and thy righteousness to the royal 
son! 

2 May he judge thy people with 
righteousness, 

and thy poor with justice! 
.\ Let the mountains bear prosperity 

for the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness! 

4 May he defend the cause of the poor 
of the people, 

give deliverance to the needy, 
and crush the oppressor! 

5 May he live' while the sun endures, 
and as long as the moon, 

throughout all generations! 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the 

mown grass, 
like showers that water the earth! 

7 In his days may righteousness flour
ish, 

8 May he have dominion from sea to 
sea, 

and from the River to the ends of 
the earth! 

~ May his foes" bow down before 
him, 

and his enemies lick the dust! 
Io May the kings of Tarshish and of the 

isles 
render him rribute, 

may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts ! 

11 May all kings fall down before him, 
all nations serve him! 

12 For he delivers the needy when he 
calls, 

the poor and him who has no 
helper. 

I J He has pity on the weak and the 
needy, 

and saves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he 

redeems their life; 
and precious is their blood in his 

sight. 

is Long may he live, 
may gold of Sheba be given to 

him! 
May prayer be made for him con

tinually, 
and blessings invoked for him all 

the day! 
16 May there be abundance of grain in 

the land; 
on the tops of the mountains may 

it wave; 
may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

and may men blossom forth from the 
cities 

like the grass of the field! 
17 May his name endure for ever, 

his fame continue as long as the 
sun! 

May men bless themselves by him, 
all nations call him blessed! 

I H Blessed be the LORD, the God of 
Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be his glorious name for 

ever; 
may his glory fill the whole earth! 

Amen and Amen! 

and peace abound, till the moon be 20 The prayers of David, the son of 
no more! Jesse, are ended. 

' Gk: Heb may they fear 1hee 11. Cn: Heb those who dwell it1 rht· wildancH 



PSALMS 73 514 End of the wicked 
BOOK III 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

73 Truly God is good to the up
right, 

to those who are pure in heart. 1 

2 But as for me, my feet had almost 
stumbled, 

my steps had well nigh slipped. 
.l For I was envious of the arrogant, 

when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked. 

4 For they have no pangs; 
their bodies are sound and sleek. 

s They are not in trouble as other men 
are; 

they are not stricken like other 
men. 

6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 
violence covers them as a garment. 

7 Their eyes swell out with fatness, 
their hearts overflow with follies. 

R They scoff and speak with malice; 
loftily they threaten oppression. 

0 They set their mouths against the 
heavens, 

and their tongue struts through the 
earth. 

10 Therefore the people tum and praise 
them;" 

and find no fault in them.,. 
11 And they say, "How can God know? 

Is there knowledge in the Most 
High?" 

12 Behold, these are the wicked; 
always at ease, they increase m 

riches. 
l.l All in vain have I kept my heart clean 

and washed my hands in innocence. 
14 For all the day long I have been 

stricken, 
and chastened every morning. 

15 If I had said, "I will speak thus," 
I would have been untrue to the 

generation of thy children. 
16 But when I thought how to under

stand this, 
it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

17 until I went into the sanctuary of 
God; 

then I perceived their end. 

I H Truly thou dost set them in slippery 
places; 

thou dost make them fall to ruin. 
IQ How they are destroyed in a moment, 

swept away utterly by terrors! 
20 They are"' like a dream when one 

awakes, 
on awaking you despise their 

phantoms. 

21 When my soul was embittered, 
when I was pricked in heart, 

22 I was stupid and ignorant, 
I was like a beast toward thee. 

23 Nevertheless I am continually with 
thee; 

thou dost hold my right hand. 
24 Thou dost guide me with thy counsel, 

and afterward thou wilt receive me 
to glory.I 

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
And there is nothing upon earth 

that I desire besides thee. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 

but God is the strengthY of my 
heart and my portion for ever. 

27 For lo, those who are far from thee 
shall perish; 

thou dost put an end to those who 
are false to thee. 

28 But for me it is good to be near God; 
I have made the Lord Goo my 

refuge, 
that I may tell of all thy works. 

A Maski! of Asaph. 

74 0 God, why dost thou cast us 
off for ever? 

Why does thy anger smoke against 
the sheep of thy pasture? 

2 Remember thy congregation, which 
thou hast gotten of old, 

which thou hast redeemed to be the 
tribe of thy heritage! 

Remember Mount Zion, where 
thou hast dwelt. 

3 Direct thy steps to the perpetual 
ruins; 

the enemy has destroyed every
thing in the sanctuary! 

4 Thy foes have roared in the midst of 
thy holy place; 

t Or Truly God 1.1 K<l11d to brad, ro thost' who ar.· /"'r.: ;,, ht"arr u Cn: Heb his people return hirlrer 
'
1 Cn: Heb ab1mda111 war.·1·s 11'•' clra111.·d bv them 1'' Cn: Heb Lord ;c Or ho11or 

Y Heb rnck -



God of judgment 515 PSALMS 75 
they set up their own signs for signs. 20 Have regard for thy•· covenant; 

s At the upper entrance they hacked for the dark places of the land are 
the wooden trellis with axes.' full of the habitations of vio-

6 And then all its carved wood Jenee. 
they broke down with hatchets and 21 Let not the downtrodden be put to 

hammers. shame; 
7 They set thy sanctuary on fire; let the poor and needy praise thy 

to the ground they desecrated the name. 
dwelling place of thy name. 

H They said to themselves, "We will 
utterly subdue them"; 

they burned all the meeting places 
of God in the land. 

9 We do not see our signs; 
there is no longer any prophet, 
and there is none among us who 

knows how long. 
10 How long, 0 God, is the foe to scoff? 

Is the enemy to revile thy name for 
ever? 

11 Why dost thou hold back thy hand, 
why dost thou keep thy right hand 

in" thy bosom? 

12 Yet God my King is from of old, 
working salvation in the midst of 

the eanh. 
13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy 

might; 
thou didst break the heads of the 

dragons on the waters. 
14 Thou didst crush the heads of Levi

athan, 
thou didst give him as foodb for 

the creatures'of the wilderness. 
Jj Thou didst cleave open springs and 

brooks; 
thou didst dry up ever-flowing 

streams. 
I 6 Thine is the day, thine also the night; 

thou hast established the lumi
naries and the sun. 

I 1 Thou hast fixed all the bounds of the 
earth; 

thou hast made summer and 
winter. 

IH Remember this, O LORD, how the 
enemy scoffs, 

and an impious people reviles thy 
name. 

19 Do not deliver the soul of thy dove 
to the wild beasts; 

do not forget the life of thy poor 
for ever. 

22 Arise, 0 God, plead thy cause; 
remember how the impious scoff 

at thee all the day! 
23 Do not forget the clamor of thy 

foes, 
the uproar of thy adversaries which 

goes up continually! 

To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A Psalm of Asaph. 

A Song. 

75 We give thanks to thee, 0 God; 
we give thanks; 

we call on thy name and recountd 
thy wondrous deeds. 

2 At the set time which I appoint 
I will judge with equity. 

l When the earth totters, and all its 
inhabitants, 

it is I who keep steady its pillars. 
Selah 

4 I say to the boastful, "Do not boast," 
and to the wicked, "Do not lift up 

your horn; 
s do not lift up your horn on high, 

or speak with insolent neck." 

6 For not from the east or from the 
west 

and not from the wilderness comes 
lifting up; 

7 but it is God who executes judgment, 
putting down one and lifting up 

another. 
B For in the hand of the LORD there is 

a cup, 
with foaming wine, well mixed; 

and he will pour a drnught from it, 
and all the wicked of the earth 
shall drain it down to the dregs. 

9 But I will rejoice' for ever, 
I will sing praises to the God of 

Jacob. 



PSALMS 75 516 Meditations on God's works 
2 In the day of my trouble I seek the 

Lord; 
10 All the horns of the wicked hel will 

cut off, 
but the horns of the righteous shall 

be exalted. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed in
struments. A Psalm of Asaph. A Song. 

76 In Judah God is known, 
his name is great in Israel. 

2 His abode has been established in 
Salem, 

his dwelling place in Zion. 
3 There he broke the flashing arrows, 

the shield, the sword, and the 
weapons of war. Selah 

4 Glorious art thou, more majestic 
than the everlasting mountains.'' 

s The stouthearted were stripped of 
their spoil ; 

they sank into sleep ; 
all the men of war 

were unable to use their hands. 
6 At thy rebuke, 0 God of Jacob, 

both rider and horse lay stunned. 

7 But thou, terrible art thou! 
Who can stand before thee 
when once thy anger is roused? 

8 From the heavens thou didst utter 
judgment; 

the earth feared and was still, 
9 when God arose to establish judg

ment 
to save all the oppressed of the 

earth. Selah 

10 Surely the wrath of men shall praise 
thee; 

the residue of wrath thou wilt gird 
upon thee. 

11 Make your vows to the LORD your 
God; and perform them ; 

let all around him bring gifts 
to him who is to be feared, 

12 who cuts off the spirit of princes, 
who is terrible to the kings of the 

earth. 

To the choirmaster: according to 
Jeduthun. A Psalm of Asaph. 

77 I cry aloud to God, 
aloud to God, that he may hear 
me. 

in the night my hand is stretched 
out without wearying; 

my soul refuses to be comforted. 

3 I think of God, and I moan; 
I meditate, and my spirit faints. 

Selah 
4 Thou dost hold my eyelids from 

closing; 
I am so troubled that I cannor 

speak. 
5 I consider the days of old, 

I remember the years long ago. 
6 I commune" with my heart in the 

night; 
I meditate and search my spirit:' 

7 "Will the Lord spurn for ever, 
and never again be favorable? 

8 Has his steadfast love for e\·er 
ceased? 

Are his promises at an end for al I 
time? 

9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
Has he in anger shut up his com· 

passion?" Selah 
10 And I say, "It is my grief 

that the right hand of the Most 
High has changed." 

11 I will call to mind the deeds of th..
LoRo; 

yea, I will remember thy wonders 
of old. 

12 I will meditate on all thy work, 
and muse on thy mighty deeds. 

13 Thy way, 0 God, is holy. 
What god is great like our God? 

14 Thou art the God who workesr 
wonders, 

who hast manifested thy might 
among the peoples. 

15 Thou didst with thy arm redeem thy 
people, 

the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 
Se/uh 

16 When the waters saw thee, 0 God, 
when the waters saw thee, thev 

were afraid, 
yea, the deep trembled. 

1 7 The clouds poured out water; 
the skies gave forth thunder; 
thy arrows flashed on every side. 

18 The crash of thy thunder was in the 
whirlwind; 

f Heb I Y Gk: Heb the mountairrs of prey 11 Gk Syr: Heb my music 
' Syr Jerome: Heb my spirit uarch~s 
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thy lightnings lighted up the 

world; 
the earth trembled and shook. 

19 Thy way was through the sea, 
thy path through the great waters ; 
yet thy footprints were unseen. 

20 Thou didst lead thy people like a 
flock 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

A Maskil of Asaph. 

78 Give ear, 0 my people, to my 
teaching; 

incline your ears to the words of 
my mouth! 

2 I will open my mouth in a para
ble; 

I will utter dark sayings from of 
old, 

3 things that we have heard and known, 
that our fathers have told us. 

4 We will not hide them from their 
children, 

but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and 

his might, 
and the wonders which he has 

wrought. 

s He established a testimony in Jacob, 
and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our fathers 
to teach to their children; 

6 that the next generation might know 
them, 

the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their chil

dren, 

but refused to walk according to 
his law. 

11 They forgot what he had done, 
and the miracles that he had shown 

them. 
12 In the sight of their fathers he 

wrought marvels 
in the land of Egypt, in the fields of 

Zo'an. 
13 He divided the sea and let them pass 

through it, 
and made the waters stand like a 

heap. 
14 In the daytime he led them with a 

cloud, 
and all the night with a fiery light. 

IS He cleft rocks in the wilderness, 
and gave them drink abundantly as 

from the deep. 
16 He made streams come out of the 

rock, 
and caused waters to flow down 

like rivers. 

17 Yet they sinned still more against 
him, 

rebelling against the Most High in 
the desert. 

18 They tested God in their heart 
by demanding the food they 

craved. 
19 They spoke against God, saying, 

"Can God spread a table in the 
wilderness? 

20 He smote the rock so that water 
gushed out 

and streams overflowed. 
Can he also give bread, 

or provide meat for his people?" 

so that they should set their hope 21 Therefore, when the LORD heard, 
in God, he was full of wrath; 

and not forget the works of God, a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
but keep his commandments; his anger mounted against Israel; 

8 and that they should not be like their 22 because they had no faith in God, 
fathers, and did not trust his saving power. 

a stubborn and rebellious genera- 23 Yet he commanded the skies above, 
tion, and opened the doors of heaven; 

a generation whose heart was not 24 and he rained down upon them 
steadfast, manna to eat, 

whose spirit was not faithful to and gave them the grain of heaven. 
God. 25 Man ate of the bread of the angels; ··-4 he sent them food in abundance. 

9 The E'phraimites, armed withJ the 26 He caused the east wind to blow=ill= 
bow, the heavens, 

turned back on the day of battle. and by his power he led out the 
10 They did not keep God's covenant, south wind; 
J Heb armed with shooci"C.. 
78.2: Mt ll.15. 78.24: Jn 6.31. 
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27 he rained flesh upon them like dust, 44 He turned their rivers to blood, 

winged birds like the sand of the so that they could not drink of their 
seas; streams. 

28 he let them fall in the midst of their 45 He sent among them swanns of flies, 
camp, which devoured them, 

all around their habitations. and frogs, which destroyed them. 
29 And they ate and were well filled, 46 He gave their crops to the caterpillar, 

for he gave them what they craved. and the fruit of their labor to the 
.10 But before they had sated their crav- locust. 

ing, 47 He destroyed their vines with hail, 
while the food was still in their and their sycamores with frost. 

mouths, 48 He gave over their cattle to the hail, 
.II the anger of God rose against them and their flocks to thunderbolts. 

and he slew the strongest of them, 4q He let loose on them his fierce anger, 
and laid low the picked men of wrath, indignation, and distress, 

Israel. a company of destroying angels. 

.12 In spite of all this they still sinned ; 
despite his wonders they did not 

believe. 
-1l So he made their days vanish like a 

breath, 
and their years in terror. 

.14 When he slew them, they sought for 
him; 

they repented and sought God 
earnestly. 

J5 They remembered that God was their 
rock, 

the Most High God their re
deemer. 

J6 But they flattered him with their 
mouths; 

they lied to him with their tongues. 
J 7 Their heart was not steadfast toward 

him; 
they were not true to his covenant. 

Jx Yet he, being compassionate, 
forgave their iniquity, 
and did not destroy them; 

he restrained his anger often, 
and did not stir up all his wrath. 

l9 He remembered that they were but 
flesh, 

a wind that passes and comes not 
again. 

40 How often they rebelled against him 
in the wilderness 

and grieved him in the desert! 
41 They tested him again and again, 

and provoked the Holy One of 
Israel. 

42 They did not keep in mind his power, 
or the day when he redeemed them 

from the foe; 
43 when he wrought his signs in Egypt, 

and his miracles in the fields of 
Zo'an. 

78.37: Acts 8.21 

5o He made a path for his anger; 
he did not spare them from death, 
but gave their lives over to the 

plague. 
51 He smote all the first-born in Egypt, 

the first issue of their strength in 
the tents of Ham. 

52 Then he led forth his people like 
sheep, 

and guided them in the wilderness 
like a flock. 

<J He led them in safety, so that they 
were not afraid; 

but the sea overwhelmed their 
enemies. 

54 And he brought them to his holy 
land, 

to the mountain which his right 
hand had won. 

55 He drove out nations before them; 
he apportioned them for a pos

session 
and settled the tribes of Israel 111 

their tents. 

56 Yet they tested and rebelled against 
the Most High God, 

and did not observe his testi
monies, 

57 but turned away and acted treacher
ously like their fathers; 

they twisted like a deceitful bow. 
58 For they provoked him to anger with 

their high places; 
they moved him to jealousy with 

their graven images. 
59 When God heard, he was full of 

wrath, 
and he utterly rejected Israel. 

Ml He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh. 
the tent where he dwelt amoni: 

men, 
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Will thy jealous wrath burn like fire? 

6 Pour out thy anger on the nations 
that do not know thee, 

til and delivered his power to captivity, 
his glory to the hand of the foe. 

02 He gave his people over to the sword, 
and -vented his wrath on his herit

age. 
63 Fire devoured their young men, 

and their maidens had no marriage 
song. 

04 Their priests fell by the sword, 
and their widows made no lamenta

tion. 
65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, 

like a strong man shouting because 
of wine. 

66 And he put his adversaries to rout; 
he put them to everlasting shame. 

67 He rejected the tent of Joseph, 
he did not choose the tribe of 

E'phraim; 
68 but he chose the tribe of Judah, 

Mount Zion, which he loves. 
69 He built his sanctuary like the high 

heavens, 
like the earth, which he has 

founded for ever. 
70 He chose David his servant, 

and took him from the sheepfolds; 
71 from tending the ewes that had young 

he brought him 
to be the shepherd of Jacob his 

people, 
of Israel his inheritance. 

72 With upright heart he tended them, 
and guided them with skilful hand. 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

79 0 God, the heathen have come 
into thy inheritance; 

they have defiled thy holy temple; 
they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 

2 They have given the bodies of thy 
servants 

to the birds of the air for food, 
the flesh of thy saints to the beasts 

of the earth. 
-1 They have poured out their blood 

like water 
round about Jerusalem, 
and there was none to bury them. 

4 We have become a taunt to our 
neighbors, 

mocked and derided by those 
round about us. 

5 How Jong, 0 Loao? Wilt thou be 
angry for ever? 

and on the kingdoms 
that do not call on thy name! 

7 For they have devoured Jacob, 
and laid waste his habitation. 

8 Do not remember against us the in
iquities of our forefathers; 

let thy compassion come speedily 
to meet us, 

for we are brought very low. 
9 Help us, 0 God of our salvation, 

for the glory of thy name; 
deliver us, and forgive our sins, 

for thy name's sake! 
10 Why should the nations say, 

"Where is their God?" 
Let the avenging of the outpoured 

blood of thy servants 
be known among the nations before 

our eyes! 

11 Let the groans of the prisoners come 
before thee ; 

according to thy great power pre
serve those doomed to die! 

12 Return sevenfold into the bosom of 
our neighbors 

the taunts with which they have 
taunted thee, 0 Lord! 

13 Then we thy people, the flock of thy 
pasture, 

will give thanks to thee for ever; 
from generation to generation we 

will recount thy praise. 

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. 
A Testimony of Asaph. A Psalm. 

80 Give car, 0 Shepherd of Israel, 
thou who Jeadest Joseph like a 
flock! 

Thou who art enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth 

before E'phraim and Benjamin and 
Manas'seh! 

Stir up thy might, 
and come to save us! 

J Restore us, 0 God ; 
let thy face shine, that we may be 

saved! 

4 0 LORD God of hosts, 
how Jong wilt thou be angry with 

thy people's prayers? 
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s Thou hasc fed chem wich the bread of To che choirmascer: according to The 

rears, Ginich. A Psalm of Asaph. 
and given them rears to drink in 

full measure. 
<i Thou dose make us the scornk of our 

neighbors; 
and our enemies laugh among 

chemselves. 

7 Res core us, 0 God of hosts; 
lee chy face shine, that we may be 

saved! 

8 Thou didsc bring a vine our of 
Egypc; 

chou didsc drive out the nacions and 
plane it. 

9 Thou didsc elem the ground for 
it; 

ic took deep root and filled che 
land. 

10 The mountains were covered wich ics 
shade, 

che mighcy cedars wich ics branches; 
11 ic sent out ics branches to che sea, 

and ics shoocs to che River. 
12 Why chen hast thou broken down irs 

walls, 
so chat all who pass along che way 

pluck irs fruit? 
13 The boar from che foresc ravages 

ir, 
and all thac move in che field feed 

on it. 

14 Turn again, 0 God of hoses! 
Look down from heaven, and see; 

have regard for this vine, 
IS rhe scock which rhy righc hand 

planted.I 
16 They have burned ic wich fire, chey 

have cut it down; 
may they perish at che rebuke of 

thy countenance ! 
17 Bur let thy hand be upon the man of 

thy right hand, 
the son of man whom thou hast 

made strong for thyself! 
18 Then we will never turn back from 

thee; 
give us life, and we will call on thy 

name! 

19 Restore us, 0 LORD God of hosts! 
let thy face shine, that we may be 

saved! 

81 Sing aloud to God our strengch; 
shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 

2 Raise a song, sound the timbrel, 
the sweet lyre with the harp. 

3 Blow che trumpet ac the new moon, 
at the full moon, on our feasc day. 

4 For ic is a statute for Israel, 
an ordinance of the God of Jacob. 

5 He made it a decree in Joseph, 
when he went our over 111 che land 

of Egypt. 

I hear a voice I had not known : 
6 "I relieved your" shoulder of the 

burden; 
your" hands were freed from rhe 

basket. 
7 In discress you called, and I delivered 

you; 
I answered you in the secret place 

of thunder; 
I tested you ac che waters of Mer· -

ibah. Selah 
8 Hear, 0 my people, while I ad

monish you! 
0 Israel, if you would bur liscen co 

me! 
9 There shall be no strange god among 

you; 
you shall nor bow down to a foreign 

god. 
IO lam the LORD your God, 

who brought you up our of the land 
of Egypt. 

Open your mouth wide, and I will 
fill it. 

11 "But my people did nor liscen to my 
voice; 

Israel would have none of me. 
12 So I gave them over to cheir stubborn 

hearts, 
to follow their own counsels. 

13 0 that my people would listen to me. 
that Israel would walk in my ways 1 

14 I would soon subdue their enemies, 
and cum my hand against their 

foes. 
15 Those who hare che LORD would 

cringe coward him, 
and their fate would last for ewr. 

lo I would feed you" with che finest til 
rhe wheat, 

A: Syr: Heb stnfe 
~11Hcb pla"}Ied a:,1d upon _the 

1
;on whom thou hast rt?•m:d for thysdf 

Or agamst Heb hrs Cn Compare verse 16b: Heb he would ft'r:d him 
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Moab and the Hagrites, and with honey fro111 the rock I 

would satisfy you." 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

82 God has taken his place in the 
divine council; 

in the midst of the gods he holds 
judgment: 

2 "How long will you judge unjustly 
and show partiality to the wicked? 

Selah 
3 Give justice to the weak and the 

fatherless; 
maintain the right of the afflicted 

and the destitute. 
4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 

deliver them from the hand of the 
wicked." 

5 They have neither knowledge nor 
understanding, 

they walk about in darkness; 
all the foundations of the earth are 

shaken. 

6 I say, "You are gods, 
sons of the Most High, all of you; 

7 nevertheless, you shall die like men, 
and fall like any prince." P 

R Arise, 0 God, judge the earth; 
for to thee belong all the nations! 

A Song. A Psalm of Asaph. 

83 0 God, do not keep silence; 
do not hold thy peace or be still, 
0 God! 

2 For lo, thy enemies are in tumult; 
those who hate thee have raised 

their heads. 
·1 They lay crafty plans against thy 

people; 
they consult together against thy 

protected ones. 
4 They say, "Come, let us wipe them 

out as a nation; 
let the name of Israel be remem

bered no more!" 
s Yea, they conspire with one accord; 

against thee they make a cove
nant-

6 the tents of Edom and the Ish'mael
ites, 

JI Or fall as one man, 0 pn'nces q Or a tumbleweed 
82.8: Jn 10.34. 

7 Gebal and Ammon and Am'alek, 
Philistia with the inhabitants of 

Tyre; 
8 Assyria also has joined them; 

they are the strong arm of the 
children of Lot. Selah 

9 Do to them as thou didst to Mid'ian, 
as to Sis'era and Jabin at the river 

Kishon, 
10 who were destroyed at En-dor, 

who became dung for the ground. 
11 Make their nobles like Oreb and 

Zeeb, 
all their princes like Zebah and 

Zalmun'na, 
12 who said, "Let us take possession for 

ourselves 
of the pastures of God." 

13 0 my God, make them like whirling 
dust,q 

like chaff before the wind. 
14 As fire consumes the forest, 

as the flame sets the mountains 
ablaze, 

15 so do thou pursue them with thy 
tempest 

and terrify them with thy hurri
cane! 

16 Fill their faces with shame, 
that they may seek thy name, 0 

LORD. 
I 7 Let them be put to shame and dis

mayed for ever; 
let them perish in disgrace. 

IR Let them know that thou alone, 
whose name is the LORD, 
art the Most High over all the 

earth. 

To the choirmaster: according to The 
Gittith. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

84 How lovely is thy dwelling 
place, 

0 LORD of hosts! 
2 My soul longs, yea, faints 

for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the 

living God. 

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, 
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thy indignation at thy altars, 0 LORD of hosts, 

my King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell 

house, 
ever singing thy praise! 

in thy 

Selah 

5 Blessed are the men whose strength is 
in thee, 

in whose heart are the highways to 
Zion.' 

o As they go through the valley of Baca 
they make it a place of springs; 
the early rain also covers it with 

pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength; 

the God of gods will be seen in 
Zion. 

8 0 LORD God of hosts, hear my 
prayer; 

give ear, 0 God of Jacob! 
<J Behold our shield, 0 God; 

look upon the face of 
anointed! 

Selah 

thine 

1 o For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of wicked
ness. 

11 For the LORD God is a sun and 
shield; 

he bestows favor and honor. 
No good thing does the LORD with

hold 
from those who walk uprightly. 

12 O LORD of hosts, 
blessed is the man who trusts m 

thee! 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 
Sons of Korah. 

85 LORD, thou wast favorable to 
thy land; 

thou didst restore the fortunes of 
Jacob. 

2 Thou didst forgive the iniquity of thy 
people; 

thou didst pardon all their sin. 
Selah 

3 Thou didst withdraw all thy wrath; 
thou didst turn from thy hot anger. 

4 Restore us again, 0 God of our sal
vation, 

and put away 
toward us! 

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever" 
Wilt thou prolong thy anger to all 

generations? 
0 Wilt thou not revive us again, 

that thy people may rejoice in 
thee? 

7 Show us thy steadfast love, 0 LORD, 
and grant us thy salvation. 

8 Let me hear what God the LORD 
will speak, 

for he will speak peace to his 
people, 

to his saints, to those who turn to 
him in their hearts.' 

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for 
those who fear him, 

that glory may dwell in our land. 

Io Steadfast love and faithfulness will 
meet; 

righteousness and peace will kiss 
each other. 

11 Faithfulness will spring up from the 
ground, 

and righteousness will look down 
from the sky. 

12 Yea, the LORD will give what is good, 
and our land will yield its increase. 

I.I Righteousness will go before him, 
and make his footsteps a way. 

A Prayer of David. 

86 Incline thy ear, 0 LORD, and 
answer me, 

for I am poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my life, for I am godly; 

save thy servant who trusts in 
thee. 

Thou art my God; 3 be gracious to 
me, 0 Lord, 

for to thee do I cry all the day. 
4 Gladden the soul of thy servant, 

for to thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up 
my soul. 

5 For thou, 0 Lord, art good and for
g1vmg, 

abounding in steadfast love to all 
who call on thee. 

o Give ear, 0 LORD, to my prayer; 
hearken to my cry of supplication. 

7 In the day of my trouble I call on 
thee, 

for thou dost answer me. 
r Heb lacks ro 7.ion :s Gk: Heb but let rhm1 1101 turn back to f(l/J\' 
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8 There is none like thee among the 

gods, 0 Lord, 
nor are there any works like 

chine. 
9 All the nations thou hast made shall 

come 
and bow down before thee, 0 

Lord, 
and shall glorify chy name. 

1 o For thou arc great and doest won
drous things, 

thou alone art God. 
11 Teach me thy way, 0 LORD, 

that I may walk in thy truth; 
unite my heart co fear thy name. 

12 I give thanks co thee, 0 Lord my 
God, with my whole heart, 

and I will glorify thy name for 
ever. 

13 For great is chy steadfast love coward 
me; 

thou hast delivered my soul from 
the depths of Sheol. 

14 0 God, insolent men have risen up 
against me; 

a band of ruthless men seek my 
life, 

and they do not sec thee before 
them. 

15 But thou, 0 Lord, art a God merciful 
and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding m 
steadfast love and faithfulness. 

lo Turn to me and take pity on me; 
give thy strength co thy servant, 
and save the son of thy handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of thy favor, 
that those who hate me may see 

and be put to shame 
because thou, LORD, hast helped 

me and comforted me. 

A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. A Song. 

87 On the holy mount stands the 
city he founded; 

2 the LORD loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwelling places 

of Jacob. 
·1 Glorious things are spoken of you, 

0 city of God. Selah 

4 Among those who know me I men
tion Rahab and Babylon; 

behold, Philistia and Tyre, with 
Ethiopia-

, Cn · Heb 0 LORD, God of my sa/varion 

"This one was born there," they 
say. 

s And of Zion it shall be said, 
"This one and that one were born 

in her"; 
for the Mose High himself will 

establish her. 
6 The LoRD records as he registers the 

peoples, 
"This one was born there." Selah 

7 Singers and dancers alike say, 
"All my springs are in you." 

A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 
To the choirmaster: according to 

Mahalach Leannoth. A Maski! of 
Heman the Ezrahite. 

88 0 LORD, my God, I call for 
help' by day; 

I cry out in the night before thee. 
2 Lee my prayer come before thee, 

incline thy ear to my cry! 

3 For my soul is full of troubles, 
and my life draws near to Sheol. 

4 I am reckoned among chose who go 
down co the Pie; 

I am a man who has no strength, 
5 like one forsaken among the dead, 

like the slain chat lie in the grave, 
like those whom thou dost remember 

no more, 
for they are cut off from thy hand. 

6 Thou hast put me in the depths of the 
Pie, 

in the regions dark and deep. 
7 Thy wrath lies heavy upon me, 

and thou dost overwhelm me with 
all thy waves. Selah 

8 Thou hast caused my companions co 
shun me; 

thou hast made me a thing of 
horror to them. 

I am shut in so that I cannot escape; 
9 my eye grows dim through sorrow. 

Every day I call upon thee, 0 
LORD; 

I spread out my hands co thee. 
10 Dost thou work wonders for the 

dead? 
Do the shades rise up co 

thee? 
11 Is thy steadfast love declared 

grave, 

praise 
Selah 

in the 

or thy faithfulness in Abaddon? 
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with thy faithfulness round about 

thee? 
12 Are thy wonders known in the dark

ness, 
or thy saving help in the land of 

forgetfulness? 

13 But I, 0 LORD, cry to thee; 
in the morning my prayer comes 

before thee. 
14 O LORD, why dost thou cast me off? 

Why dost thou hide thy face from 
me? 

is Afflicted and close to death from my 
youth up, 

I suffer thy terrors; I am helpless." 
Io Thy wrath has swept over me; 

thy dread assaults destroy me. 
17 They surround me like a flood all day 

long; 
they close in upon me together. 

1 x Thou hast caused lover and friend to 
shun me; 

my companions are in darkness. 

A Maski! of Ethan the Ezrahite. 

89 I will sing of thy steadfast love, 
0 LORD,,. for ever; 

with my mouth I will proclaim thy 
faithfulness to all generations. 

2 For thy steadfast love was established 
for ever, 

thy faithfulness is firm as the 
heavens. 

.\ Thou hast said, "I have made a cove
nant with my chosen one, 

I have sworn to David my servant: 
4 'I will establish your descendants for 

ever, 
and build your throne for all gen-

erations.' " Se/ah 

s Let the heavens praise thy wonders, 
0 LORD, 

thy faithfulness in the assembly of 
the holy ones! 

6 For who in the skies can be compared 
to the LORD? 

Who among the heavenly beings"' 
is like the LORD, 

7 a God feared in the council of the 
holy ones, 

great and terrible·' above all that 
are round about him? 

R 0 LORD God of hosts, 
who is mighty as thou art, 0 LORD, 

9 Thou dost rule the raging of the 
sea; 

when its waves rise, thou stillest 
them. 

10 Thou didst crush Rahab like a car
cass, 

thou didst scatter thy enemies with 
thy mighty arm. 

11 The heavens are thine, the earth also 
is thine; 

the world and all that is in it, 
thou hast founded them. 

12 The north and the south, thou hast 
created them; 

Tabor and Hennon joyously praise 
thy name. 

13 Thou hast a mighty arm ; 
strong is thy hand, high thy right 

hand. 
14 Righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of thy throne; 
steadfast love and faithfulness go 

before thee. 
IS Blessed are the people who know the 

festal shout, 
who walk, 0 LORD, in the light of 

thy countenance, 
16 who exult in thy name all the day, 

and exto]Y thy righteousness. 
17 For thou art the glory of their 

strength; 
by thy favor our horn is exalted. 

18 For our shield belongs to the LORD, 
our king to the Holy One of Israel. 

19 Of old thou didst speak in a vision 
to thy faithful one, and say: 

"I have set the crown z upon one who 
is mighty, 

I have exalted one chosen from the 
people. 

20 I have found David, my servant; 
with my holy oil I have anointed 

him· 
21 so that rdy hand shall ever abide with 

him, 
my arm also shall strengthen him. 

22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 
the wicked shall not humble him. 

23 I will crush his foes before him 
and strike down those who hate 

him. 
24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love 

shall be with him, 
u The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain "Gk: Heb the steadfast love of tht• LORD 
w Or rnm 11/ gods z Gk Syr: Heb greatly terrible -" Cn: Heb are exalted in :: Cn: Heb hdp 
89.3-4: Ps 132.11; Acts 2.30. 89.20: Acts 13.22. 
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and in my name shall his horn be 

exalted. 
25 I will set his hand on the sea 

and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to me, 'Thou art my 

Father, 
my God, and the Rock of my sal

vation.' 
27 And I will make him the first-born, 

the highest of the kings of the 
earth. 

2H My steadfast love I will keep for him 
for ever, 

and my covenant will stand firm 
for him. 

29 I will establish his line for ever 
and his throne as the days of the 

heavens. 
.10 If his children forsake my law 

and do not walk according to my 
ordinances, 

.11 if they violate my statutes 
and do not keep my command

ments, 
.12 then I will punish their transgression 

with the rod 
and their iniquity with scourges; 

.I.I but I will not remove from him my 
steadfast love, 

or be false to my faithfulness. 
.14 I will not violate my covenant, 

or alter the word that went forth 
from my lips. 

JS Once for all I have sworn by my 
holiness; 

I will not lie to David. 
.16 His line shall endure for ever, 

his throne as long as the sun before 
me . 

. 17 Like the moon it shall be established 
for ever; 

it shall stand firm while the skies 
endure."" Selah 

he has become the scorn of his 
neighbors. 

42 Thou hast exalted the right hand of 
his foes; 

thou hast made all his enemies re
joice. 

4.1 Yea, thou hast turned back the edge 
of his sword, 

and thou hast not made him stand 
in battle. 

44 Thou hast removed the scepter from 
his hand, 1' 

and cast his throne to the ground. 
45 Thou hast cut short the days of his 

youth; 
thou hast covered him with shame. 

Selah 

46 How long, 0 LORD? Wilt thou hide 
thyself for ever? 

How long will thy wrath burn like 
fire? 

47 Remember, 0 Lord,c what the 
measure of life is, 

for what vanity thou hast created 
all the sons of men ! 

48 What man can live and never see 
death? 

Who can deliver his soul from the 
power of Sheol? Selah 

49 Lord, where is thy steadfast love of 
old, 

which by thy faithfulness thou 
didst swear to David? 

50 Remember, 0 Lord, how thy servant 
is scorned; 

how I bear in my bosom the in
sultsd of the peoples, 

51 with which thy enemies taunt, 0 
LORD, 

with which they mock the foot
steps of thy anointed. 

·18 But now thou hast cast off and re- 52 Blessed be the LORD for ever! 
jected, Amen and Amen. 

thou art full of wrath against thy 
anointed . 

.19 Thou hast renounced the covenant BOOK IV 
with thy servant; ) 

thou hast defiled his crown in the () 
dust. ~ 1hlt'Yer of Moses, the man of God. 

40 Thou hast breached all his walls; , .r •• -
thou hast laid his strongholds in 90 ~ thou hast been our 

ruins. ,. dwelling place• 
41 All that pass by despoil him; \ / in all generations. 
r~ Cn: Heb the wirness in the skies is sure '1 Cn: Heb :emoved his cleanness <' Cn: Heb I 
1 Cn: Heb all of many "Another reading is refuge 
89.27: Rev 1.5. 89.37: Rev 1.5; 3.14. 
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· 2 Before the mountains were brought 1.1! and as many years as we have seen 

forth, ~ evil. 
"1 '·' or ever thou hadst formed the [Let thy work be manifest to thy 
· -z_ earth and the world, -;; ·: servants, 
_ from everlasting to everlasting thou and thy glorious power to their 

art God. children . 
. 0 \ v_~ 17 Let the favor of ~d our God be 

[
Thou turnest man back to the dust, I ( upon us, 

and sayest, "Turn back, 0 children and establish thou the work of our 
. ~!" · 7 hands upon us, 

·4· For a thousand years in thy sight yea, the work of our hands estab-
are but as yesterday when it is past, lish thou it. 

~~A 
or as a watch in the night. 

'·'- '> 
5 Thou dost sweep men away; they are 

like a dream, 
like grass which is renewed in the 

-·- morning: 
fin the morning it flourishes and is 

renewed; 
in the evening it fades and withers. 

7 For we are consumed by thy anger; 
by thy wrath we are overwhelmed. 

x Thou hast set our iniquities before 
thee, 

our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance. 

<J For all our days pass away under thy 
wrath, 

our years come to an end! like a 
sigh. 

Io The years of our life are threescore 
and ten, 

or even by reason of strength 
fourscore; 

yet their span" is but toil and trouble; 
they are soon gone, and we fly 

away. 

11 Who considers the power of thy 
anger, 

and thy wrath according to the fear 
of thee? 

12 So teach us to number our days 
_ that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
- ':J 1 r. 
1.1 Return, 0 ~ ! How long? 

Have pity on thy servants! 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with thy 

steadfast love, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all 

our days. 

/91 He who dwells in the shelter of 
the Most High, 

who abides in the shadow of the 
Almighty, 

2 will say to the LORD, "My refuge and 
my fortress; 

my God, in whom I' trust." 
3 For he will deliver you from the snare 

of the fowler 
and from the deadly pestilence; 

4 he will cover you with his pinions, 
and under his wings you will find 

refuge; 
his faithfulness is a shield and 

buckler. 
5 You will not fear the terror of the 

night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day, 

6 nor the pestihmce that stalks in dark
ness, 

nor the destruction that wastes at 
noonday. 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 
ten thousand at your right hand; 
but it will not come near vou. 

8 You will only look with your eyes 
and see the recompense of th~ 

wicked. 

l~ause you have made the LORD 
" your refuge," 

the Most High your habitation, 
10 no evil shall befall you, 

no scourge come near your tent. 

11 For he will give his angels charge of 
you 

to guard you in all your ways. 
12 On their hands they will bear you 

up, 
15 Make us glad as many days as thou 1 

hast afflicted us, 
lest you dash your foot against a 

stone. 
fSyr: Heb we brrng our years to a11 md tJ Cn Comp~rc Gk Syr Jerome Tg: Heb pride 
h Cn: Heb Beca11se thou, LORD, art my nfugl'; you hmx madl' 
90.4: 2 Pct 3.8. 91.11-12: Mt 4.6; Lk 4. I0-11. 
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n You will tread on the lion and the 

adder, 
the young lion and the serpent you 

will trample under foot. 

14 Because he cleaves to me in love, I 
will deliver him; 

I will protect him, because he 
knows my name. 

is When he calls to me, I will answer 
him; 

I will be with him in trouble, 
I will rescue him and honor him. 

16 With long life I will satisfy him, 
and show him my salvation. 

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath. 

92 It is good to give thanks to the 
LORD, 

to sing praises to thy name, 0 Most 
High; 

2 to declare. thy steadfast love in the 
mornmg, 

and thy faithfulness by night, 
3 to the music of the lute and the 

haru, 
to the melody of the lyre. 

4 For thou, 0 LoRD, hast made me 
glad by thy work; 

at the works of thy hands I sing 
for joy. 

S How great are thy works, 0 LORD! 
Thy thoughts are very deep ! 

0 The dull man cannot know, 
the stupid cannot understand this: 

7 that, though the wicked sprout like 
grass 

and all evildoers flourish, 
they are doomed to destruction for 

ever, 
but thou, 0 LoRD, art on high for 

ever. 
•J For, lo, thy enemies, 0 LORD, 

for, lo, thy enemies shall perish; 
all evildoers shall be scattered. 

10 But thou hast exalted my horn like 
that of the wild ox; 

thou hast poured over me' fresh 
oil. 

11 My eyes have seen the downfall of my 
enemies, 

my ears have heard the doom of 
my i:vil assailants. 

1 Syr: Heb uncertain j Cn: Heb mighl_\' zhe wavl.'s 
91.13: L.k HI.IQ. 

12 The righteous flourish like the palm 
tree, 

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
13 They are planted in the house of the 

LORD, 
they flourish in the courts of our 

God. 
14 They still bring forth fruit in old age, 

they are ever full of sap and green, 
IS to show that the LORD is upright; 

he is my rock, and there is no un
righteousness in him. 

9 3 T~e LORD reigns; he is robed in 
ma1esty; 

the LORD is robed, he is girded 
with strength. 

Y ca, the world is established; it shall 
never be moved ; 

thy throne is established from of 
old; 

thou art from everlasting. 

3 The floods have lifted up, 0 LORD, 
the floods have lifted up their voice, 
the floods lift up their roaring. 

4 Mightier than the thunders of many 
waters, 

mightier than the wave~ of the sea, 
the LORD on high is mighty! 

s Thy decrees are very sure; 
holiness befits thy house, 
0 LORD, for evermore. 

94 0 LORD, thou God of ven
geance, 

thou God of vengeance, shine 
forth! 

2 Rise up, 0 judge of the earth; 
render to the proud their deserts ! 

3 0 LORD, how long shall the wicked, 
how long shall the wicked exult? 

4 They pour out their arrogant words, 
they boast, all the evildoers. 

s They crush thy people, 0 LORD, 
and afflict thy heritage. 

6 They slay the widow and the so
journer, 

and murder the fatherless; 
7 and they say, "The LORD does not 

see; 
the God of Jacob does not per

ceive." 

R Understand, 0 dullest of the people! 
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2 Let us come into his presence with 

thanksgiving; 
Fools, when will you be wise? 

9 He who planted the ear, docs he not 
hear? 

He who formed the eye, does he not 
see? 

10 He who chastens the nations, docs he 
not chastise? 

He who teaches men knowledge, 
11 the LORD, knows the thoughts of 

man, 
that they are but a breath. 

12 Blessed is the man whom thou dost 
chasten, 0 LORD, 

and whom thou dost teach out of 
thy law 

IJ to give him respite from days of 
trouble, 

until a pit is dug for the wicked. 
14 For the LORD will not forsake his 

people; 
he will not abandon his heritage; 

ts for justice will return to the righteous, 
and all the upright in heart will 

follow it. 

16 Who rises up for me against the 
wicked? 

Who stands up for me against evil
doers? 

17 If the LORD had not been my help, 
my soul would soon have dwelt in 

the land of silence. 
18 When I thought, "My foot slips," 

thy steadfast love, 0 LORD, held 
me up. 

19 When the cares of my heart are many, 
thy consolations cheer my soul. 

20 Can wicked rulers be allied with 
thee, 

who frame mischief by statute? 
21 They band together against the life of 

the righteous, 
and condemn the innocent to 

death. 
22 But the LORD has become my strong

hold, 
and my God the rock of my refuge. 

2.1 He will bring back on them their 
iniquity 

and wipe them out for their 
wickedness; 

the LORD our God will wipe them 
out. 

95 0 come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation! 

let us make a joyful noise to him 
with songs of praise! 

3 For the LORD is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the depths of the 
earth; 

the heights of the mountains are 
his also. 

s The sea is his, for he made it; 
for his hands formed the dry land. 

6 0 come, let us worship and bow 
down, 

let us kneel before the LORD, our 
Maker! 

7 For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pas

ture, 
and the sheep of his hand. 

0 that today you would hearken to 
his voice! 

Harden not your hearts, as at 
Mer'ibah, 

as on the day at Massah in the 
wilderness, 

9 when your fathers tested me, 
and put me to the proof, though 

they had seen my work. 
10 For forty years I loathed that genera

tion 
and said, "They are a people who 

err in heart, 
and they do not regard my ways." 

11 Therefore I swore in my anger 
that they should not enter my rest. 

96 0 sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all the earth ! 

2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
tell of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous works among all the 

peoples! 
4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to 

be praised; 
he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the peoples are 
idols; 

but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Honor and majesty are before him; 

strength and beauty are in his 
sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, 0 families of the 
peoples, 

94.11: I Cor l.20. 95.7-11: Heb l.7-11;4.l-ll. 96.1-IJ: I Chron 16.23-33. 
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ascribe to the LORD glory and 9 For thou, 0 LORD, art most high over 

strength! all the earth; 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his thou art exalted far above all gods. 

name; 
bring an offering, and come into his 

courts! 
Q Worship the LORD in holy array; 

tremble before him, all the earth! 

10 Say among the nations, "The LORD 
reigns! 

Yea, the world is established, it 
shall never be moved ; 

he will judge the peoples with 
equity." 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the 
earth rejoice; 

let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12 let the field exult, and everything 

in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the wood 

sing for joy 
13 before the LORD, for he comes, 

for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with right

eousness, 
and the peoples with his truth. 

97 The LORD reigns; let the earth 
reJ01ce; 

let the many coastlands be glad! 
2 Clouds and thick darkness are round 

about him; 
righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of his throne. 
J Fire goes before him, 

and burns up his adversaries round 
about. 

4 His lightnings lighten the world; 
the earth sees and trembles. 

5 The mountains melt like wax before 
the LORD, 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 The heavens proclaim his righteous
ness; 

and all the peoples behold his 
l!lory. 

1 All worshipers of images are put to 
shame, 

who make their boast in worthless 
idols; 

all gods bow down before him. 
8 Zion hears and is glad, 

and the daughters of Judah rejoice, 
because of thy judgments, 0 God. 

k Cn: Heb Y 011 who love the LORD hart evil 

~~~:SJ!~ ~~~r:1e: Heb is sown 

10 The LORD loves those who hate evil;k 
he preserves the lives of his saints; 
he delivers them from the hand of 

the wicked. 
11 Light dawnsl for the righteous. 

and joy for the upright in heart. 
12 Rejoice in the LORD, 0 you righteous, 

and give thanks to his holy name! 

A Psalm. 

98 0 sing to the LORD a new song, 
for he has done marvelous things ! 

His right hand and his holy arm 
have gotten him victory. 

2 The LORD has made known his 
victory, 

he has revealed his vindication in 
the sight of the nations. 

J He has remembered his steadfast love 
and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 

the victory of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise to the LoRD, 
all the earth ; 

break forth into joyous song and 
sing praises ! 

s Sing praises to the LORD with the 
lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of 
melody! 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the 
horn 

make a joyful noise before the 
King, the LORD! 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it ; 
the world and those who dwell in 

it! 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

let the hills sing for joy together 
9 before the LORD, for he comes to 

judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with right

eousness, 
and the peoples with equity. 

99 The LORD reigns; let the peoples 
tremble! 
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He sits enthroned upon the cheru

bim; let the earth quake! 
2 The LORD is great in Zion; 

he is exalted over all the peoples. 
1 Let them praise thy great and terrible 

name' 
Holy is he! 

4 Mighty King,"' lover of justice, 
thou hast established equity; 

thou hast executed justice 
and righteousness in Jacob. 

s Exrol the LORD our God; 
worship at his footstool! 
Holy is he! 

6 Moses and Aaron were among his 
priests, 

Samuel also was among those who 
called on his name. 

They cried to the LORD, and he 
answered them. 

7 He spoke to them in the pillar of 
cloud; 

they kept his testimonies, 
and the statutes that he gave them. 

~ 0 LORD our God, thou didst answer 
them; 

thou wast a forgiving God to them, 
but an avenger of their wrong

doings. 
9 Extol the LORD our God, 

and worship at his holy mountain; 
for the LORD our God is holy! 

A Psalm for the thank offering. 

loo Make a joyful noise to" the 
LORD, all the lands!" 

2 Serve the LORD with gladness! 
Come into his presence with sing

ing! 

.1 Know that the LORD is God! 
It is he that made us, and we are 

his •O 

we ar~ his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him, bless his name! 

s For the LORD is good; 
his steadfast love endures for ever, 
and his faithfulness to all genera

tions. 
111 Cn: Heb and th.· ki11g's strength " Heb land or earth 

A Psalm of David. 

lo 1 I will sing of loyalty and of 
justice; 

to thee, 0 LORD, I will sing. 
2 I will give heed to the way that is 

blameless. 
Oh when wilt thou come to 

me? 

will walk with integrity of 
within my house; 

3 I will not set before my eyes 
anything that is base. 

heart 

I hate the work of those who fall 
away; 

it shall not cleave to me. 
4 Perverseness of heart shall be far from 

me; 
I will know nothing of evil. 

s Him who slanders his neighbor 
secretly 

I will destroy. 
The man of haughty looks and arro

gant heart 
I will not endure. 

6 I will look with favor on the faithful 
in the land, 

that they may dwell with me; 
he who walks in the way that is 

blameless 
shall minister to me. 

7 No man who practices deceit 
shall dwell in my house ; 

no man who utters lies 
shall continue in my presence. 

8 Morning by morning I will destroy 
all the wicked in the land, 

cutting off all the evildoers 
from the city of the LORD . 

A prayer of one afflicted, when he is 
faint and pours out his complaint before 

the LoRD. 

102 Hear my prayer, 0 LoRD; 
let my cry come to thee! 

2 Do not hide thy face from me 
in the day of my distress ! 

Incline .thy ear to me; 
answer me speedily in the day 

when I call! 
0 Another reading is and nor Wt' oursl!/t)~.~ 
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3 For my days pass away like smoke, 21 

and my bones bum like a furnace. 
4 My heart is smitten like grass, and 

withered; 

PSALMS 103 
that men may declare in Zion 

name of the LORD, 
the 

I forget to eat my bread. 
s Because of my loud groaning 

my bones cleave to my flesh. 
6 I am like a vulture'' of the wilder

ness, 
like an owl of the waste places; 

7 I lie awake, 
I am like a lonely bird on the 

housetop. 
8 All the day my enemies taunt me, 

those who deride me use my name 
for a curse. 

q For I eat ashes like bread, 
and mingle tears with my drink, 

10 because of thy indignation and anger; 
for thou hast taken me up and 

thrown me away. 
11 My days are like an evening shadow; 

I wither away like grass. 

12 But thou, 0 LORD, art enthroned for 
ever; 

thy name endures to all genera
tions. 

u Thou wilt arise and have pity on 
Zion; 

it is the time to favor her; 
the appointed time bas come. 

14 For thy servants hold her stones 
dear; 

and have pity on her dust. 
IS The nations will fear the name of the 

LORD, 
and all the kings of the earth thy 

glory. 
16 For the LORD will build up Zion, 

he will appear in his glory; 
17 he will regard the prayer of the 

destitute, 
and will not despise their suppli

cation. 

18 Let this be recorded for a generation 
to come, 

so that a people yet unborn may 
praise the LoRD: 

IQ that he looked down from his holy 
height, 

from heaven the LORD looked at the 
earth, 

20 to hear the groans of the prisoners, 
to set free those who were doomed 

to die; 

and in Jerusalem his praise, 
22 when peoples gather together, 

and kingdoms, to worship 
LORD. 

the 

2-1 He has broken my strength in mid-
course; 

he has shortened my days. 
24 "O my God," I say, "take me not 

hence 
in the midst of my days, 

thou whose years endure 
throughout all generations!" 

25 Of old thou didst lay the foundation 
of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of thy 
hands. 

26 They will perish, but thou dost en
dure; 

they will all wear out like a gar
ment. 

Thou changest them like raiment, 
and they pass away ; 

27 but thou art the same, and thy 
years have no end. 

28 The children of thy servants shall 
dwell secure; 

their posterity shall be established 
before thee. 

A Psalm of David. 

103 Bless the LORD, 0 my soul; 
and all that is within me, 

bless his holy name! 
2 Bless the LORD, 0 my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits, 
.1 who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love 
and mercy, 

s who satisfies you with good as long as 
you live'' 

so that your youth is renewed like 
the eagle's. 

6 The LORD works vindication 
and justice for all who are op

pressed. 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, 

his acts to the people of Israel. 
H The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

P The meaning uf the Hebrew word is uncertain 'I Heb uncertain 
l~Z7: Heb 1.10-12. 103.8: )as 5.11. 
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who hast stretched out the heavens 
like a tent, 

slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 

9 He will not always chide, 
nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He does not deal with us according to 
our sins, 

nor requite us according to our in
iquities. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward 
those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our trans

gressions from us. 
13 As a father pities his children, 

so the LORD pities those who fear 
him. 

14 For he knows our frame; 
he remembers that we are dust. 

15 As for man, his days are like grass; 
he flourishes like a flower of the 

field; 
16 for the wind passes over it, and it is 

gone, 
and its place knows it no more. 

17 But the steadfast love of the LORD is 
from everlasting to everlasting 

upon those who fear him, 
and his righteousness to children's 

children, 
18 to those who keep his covenant 

and remember to do his command
ments. 

19 The LORD has established his throne 
in the heavens, 

and his kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the LORD, 0 you his angels, 

you mighty ones who do his 
word, 

hearkening to the voice of his 
word! 

21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts, 
his ministers that do his will! 

22 Bless the LORD, all his works, 
in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the LORD, 0 my soul! 

104 Bless the LORD, 0 my soul! 
0 LORD my God, thou art very 

great! 
Thou art clothed with honor and 

majesty, 
who coverest thyself with light as 

with a garment, 
r Or fodder for thl' a111111a/s rhar serve man 

who hast laid the beams of thy 
chambers on the waters, 

who makes! the clouds thy chariot, 
who rides! on the wings of the 

wind, 
4 who makest the winds thy messengers, 

fire and flame thy ministers. 

5 Thou didst set the earth on its 
foundations, 

so that it should never be shaken. 
6 Thou didst cover it with the deep as 

with a garment; 
the waters stood above the moun

tains. 
7 At thy rebuke they fled; 

at the sound of thy thunder they 
took to flight. 

8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank 
down 

to the place which thou didst ap
point for them. 

9 Thou didst set a bound which thev 
should not pass, · 

so that they might not again cowr 
the earth. 

10 Thou makest springs gush forth in 
the valleys; 

they flow between the hills, 
11 they give drink to every beast of the 

field; 
the wild asses quench their thirst. 

12 By them the birds of the air ha\'e their 
habitation; 

they sing among the branches. 
13 From thy lofty abode thou waterest 

the mountains; 
the earth is satisfied with the fruit 

of thy work. 

14 Thou dost cause the grass to grow for 
the cattle, 

and plants for man to culti,·ate,' 
that he may bring forth food from the 

earth, 
15 and wine to gladden the heart of 

man, 
oil to make his face shine, 

and bread to strengthen man's 
heart. 

16 The trees of the LORD are watered 
abundantly, 

rhe cedars of Lebanon which he 
planted. 

103.17: Lk 1.50. 104.4: Heb 1.7. 104.12: Mt 13.32; Mk 4.12; Lk 13.19. 



God's many works 533 PSAIMS 105 
17 In them the birds build their nests; 

the stork has her home in the fir 
trees. 

IR The high mountains arc for rhe wild 
goats; 

the rocks arc a refuge for rhe 
badgers. 

19 Thou hast made the moon to mark 
the seasons; 

the sun knows its time for setting. 
20 Thou makest darkness, and it is 

night, 
when all the beasts of the forest 

creep forth. 
21 The young lions roar for their prey, 

seeking their food from God. 
22 When the sun rises, they get them 

away 
and lie down in their dens. 

2.\ Man goes forth to his work 
and to his labor until the evening. 

24 0 LORD, how manifold are thy 
works 1 

In wisdom hast thou made them 
all; 

the earth is full of thy creatures. 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 

which teems with things in
numerable, 

living things both small and great. 
2<> There go the ships, 

and Leviathan which thou didst 
form to sport in it. 

27 These all look to thee, 
to give them their food in due 

season. 
2H When thou givest to them, they 

gather it up; 
when thou openest thy hand, 

they are filled with good things. 
29 When thou hidest thy face, they are 

dismayed; 
when thou rakest away their 

breath, they die 
and return to their dust. 

Jo When thou sendest forth thy Spirit/ 
they are created; 

and thou rcnewest the face of the 
ground. 

.\I May the glory of the LORD endure for 
ever, 

may the LORD rejoice in his works, 
.\2 who looks on the earth and it trem

bles, 
sor hrcarh 
IOS.1-15: I Chron 16.B-22. 105.8-9: Lk 1.72-71. 

who touches the mountains and 
they smoke! 

.I\ I will sing to the LORD as long as I 
live; 

I will sing praise to my God while 
I have being. 

-14 May my meditation be pleasing to 
him, 

for I rejoice in the LORD. 
.I'.' Let sinners be consumed from the 

earth, 
and let the wicked be no more! 

Bless the LORD, 0 my soul ! 
Praise the LORD ! 

105 0 give thanks to the LoRD, 
call on his name, 

make known his deeds among the 
peoples! 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
tell of all his wonderful works! 

-1 Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the 

LORD rejoice ! 
4 Seek the LORD and his strength, 

seek his presence continually! 
5 Remember the wonderful works chat 

he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he 

uttered, 
6 0 offspring of Abraham his servant, 

sons of Jacob, his chosen ones 1 

7 He is the LORD our God; 
his judgments are in all the earth. 

B He is mindful of his covenant for 
ever, 

of the word that he commanded, 
for a thousand generations, 

9 the covenant which he made with 
Abraham, 

his sworn promise to Isaac, 
IO which he confirmed to Jacob as a 

statute, 
to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11 saying, "To you I will give the land 
of Canaan 

as your portion for an inheritance." 

12 Whell they were few in number, 
of little account, and sojourners in 

it, 
13 wandering from nation to nation, 

from one kingdom to another 
people, 

14 he allowed no one to oppress them; 
he rebuked kings on their account, 
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15 saying, "Touch not my anointed 35 which devoured all the vegetation in 

ones, their land, 
do my prophets no harm!" and ate up the fruit of their ground. 

36 He smote all the first-born in their 
land, I<> When he summoned a famine on the 

land, 
and broke every staff of bread, 

1 i he had sent a man ahead of them, 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

18 His feet were hurt with fetters, 
his neck was put in a collar of iron; 

I <J until what he had said came to pass 
the word of the LORD tested him. 

20 The king sent and released him, 
the ruler of the peoples set him 

free; 
21 he made him lord of his house, 

and ruler of all his possessions, 
22 to instruct' his princes at his pleasure, 

and to teach his elders wisdom. 

2.1 Then Israel came to Egypt; 
Jacob sojourned in the land of 

Ham. 
24 And the LORD made his people very 

fruitful, 
and made them stronger than their 

foes. 
25 He turned their hearts to hate his 

people, 
to deal craftily with his servants. 

26 He sent Moses his servant, 
and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

27 They wrought his signs among them, 
and miracles in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and made the land 
dark; 

they rebelled" against his words. 
29 He turned their waters into blood, 

and caused their fish to die . 
. 10 Their land swarmed with frogs, 

even in the chambers of their 
kings. 

.11 He spoke, and there came swarms of 
flies, 

and gnats throughout their coun
try . 

. 12 He gave them hail for rain, 
and lightning that flashed through 

their land. 
.n He smote their vines and fig trees, 

and shattered the trees of their 
country . 

. \.I He spoke, and the locusts came, 
and young locusts without num

ber; 

the first issue of ali their strength. 

37 Then he led forth Israel with silver 
and gold, 

and there was none among his 
tribes who stumbled . 

. l8 Egypt was glad when they departed, 
for dread of them had fallen upon 

it. 
.l9 He spread a cloud for a covering, 

and fire to give light by night. 
40 They asked, and he brought quails, 

and gave them bread from heaven 
in abundance. 

41 He opened the rock, and water 
gushed forth; 

it flowed through the desert like a 
river. 

42 For he remembered his holy promise, 
and Abraham his servant. 

43 So he led forth his people with joy, 
his chosen ones with singing. 

44 And he gave them the lands of the 
nations; 

and they took possession of the 
fruit of the peoples' toil, 

45 to the end that they should keep his 
statutes, 

and observt: his laws. 
Praise the LORD! 

106 Praise the LORD! 
0 give thanks to the LoRD, 

for he is good ; 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever! 
2 Who can utter the mighty doings of 

the LORD, 
or show forth all his praise? 

-1 Blessed are they who observe justice, 
who do righteousness at all times! 

4 Remember me, 0 LORD, when thou 
showest favor to thy people; 

help me when thou deliverest 
them; 

5 that I may see the prosperity of thy 
chosen ones, 

that I may rejoice in the gladness of 
thy nation, 

that I may glory with thy heritage. 
l Gk Syr Jerome: Heb to brnd u Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb th<'y J1d not rd:od 
106.1: I Chron 16.34. 
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6 Both we and our fathers have sinned; 22 wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

we have committed iniquity, we and terrible things by the Red 
have done wickedly. Sea. 

7 Our fathers, when they were in 23 Therefore he said he would destroy 
Egypt, them-

did not consider thy wonderful had not Moses, his chosen one, 
works; stood in the breach before him, 

they did nor remember the abun- to turn away his wrath from de-
dance of thy steadfast Jove, stroying them. 

but rebelled against the Most 
High,. at the Red Sea. 

H Yet he saved them for his name's 
sake, 

that he might make known his 
mighty power. 

Y He rebuked the Red Sea, and it be
came dry; 

and he led them through the deep 
as through a desert. 

1 o So he saved them from the hand of 
the foe, 

and delivered them from the 
power of the enemy. 

11 And the waters covered their ad-
versaries; 

not one of them was left. 
12 Then they believed his words ; 

they sang his praise. 

13 But they soon forgot his works; 
they did not wait for his counsel. 

14 Bur they had a wanton craving in the 
wilderness, 

and put God to the test in the 
desert; 

1s he gave them what they asked, 
but sent a wasting disease among 

them. 

16 When men in the camp were jealous 
of Moses 

and Aaron, the holy one of the 
LORD, 

17 the earth opened and swallowed up 
Dathan, 

and covered the company of Abi'
ram. 

lH Fire also broke out in their company; 
the flame burned up the wicked. 

24 Then they despised the pleasant land, 
having no faith in his promise. 

25 They murmured in their tents, 
and did not obey the voice of the 

LORD. 
26 Therefore he raised his hand and 

swore to them 
thar he would make them fall in rhe 

wilderness, 
27 and would dispersew their descend

ants among the narions, 
scattering them over the lands. 

28 Then they artached rhemselves to rhe 
Ba'al of Pe' or, 

and ate sacrifices offered to the 
dead; 

29 they provoked the LORD to anger with 
their doings, 

and a plague broke out among them. 
30 Then Phin'ehas stood up and inter

posed, 
and the plague was stayed. 

31 And thar has been reckoned to him 
as righteousness 

from generation to generation for 
ever. 

32 They angered him at the waters of 
Mer'ibah, 

and it went ill with Moses on their 
account; 

33 for they made his spirit bitter, 
and he spoke words that were rash. 

34 They did not destroy the peoples, 
as the LORD commanded them, 

35 but they mingled with the narions 
and learned to do as rhey did. 

36 They served their idols, 
19 They made a calf in Horeb which became a snare co them. 

and worshiped a molten image. 37 They sacrificed rheir sons 
20 They exchanged rhe glory of God and rheir daughters to rhe demons; 

for the image of an ox chat eats 38 they poured out innocent blood, 
grass. the blood of rheir sons and 

21 They forgoc God, their Savior, daughrers, 
who had done grear things in whom rhey sacrificed to the idols of 

Egypc, Canaan; 
,. Cn Compare 78.17, 56: Heb ar the sea w Syr Compare Ezck 20.23: Heb cause to fall 
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from rhe ease and from the wcsr, 
from rhe norrh and from rhe sourh. 

and rhe land was pollured wirh 
blood. 

_w Thus rhey became unclean by their 
aces, 

and played rhe harlot in their do
mgs. 

40 Then rhe anger of the LORD was 
kindled against his people, 

and he abhorred his heritage; 
41 he gave chem into the hand of the na

tions, 
so thar those who hated them ruled 

over them. 
42 Their enemies oppressed them, 

and they were broughr into sub
jection under their power. 

43 Many times he delivered them, 
bur they were rebellious in rheir 

purposes, 
and were broughr low through 

rheir iniquiry. 
44 Nevertheless he regarded their dis

rress, 
when he heard rheir cry. 

45 He remembered for rheir sake his 
covenanr, 

and relented according co rhe abun
dance of his sreadfasr love. 

46 He caused chem co be piried 
by all chose who held chem caprive. 

47 Save us, 0 LORD our God, 
and garher us from among rhe na

rions, 
char we may give rhanks co rhy holy 

name 
and glory in rhy praise. 

48 Blessed be rhe LORD, rhe God of 
Israel, 

from ever las ring co everlasring ! 
And let all rhe people say, "Amen!" 

Praise rhe LORD! 

BOOK V 

107 0 give rhanks co the LORD, 
for he is good ; 

for his sreadfasr love endures for 
ever! 

2 Lee rhe redeemed of rhe LORD say so, 
whom he has redeemed from 

rrouble 
.1 and garhered in from rhe lands, 

:t Cn: Heb fools 
106.47-48: I Chron 16.35-36. 

4 Some wandered in deserr wastes, 
finding no way co a ciry to dwell in; 

5 hungry and thirsty, 
their soul fainted within them. 

6 Then they cried to the LORD in their 
rrouble, 

and he delivered chem from their 
distress; 

7 he led them by a straight way, 
till they reached a city co dwell in. 

8 Let them thank the LORD for his 
sreadfast love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men! 

9 For he satisfies him who is thirsty, 
and the hungry he fills with good 

things. 

10 Some sat in darkness and in gloom, 
prisoners in affiicrion and in irons, 

11 for they had rebelled against the 
words of God, 

and spurned rhe counsel of the 
Most High. 

12 Their hearts were bowed down wirh 
hard labor; 

they fell down, with none to help. 
I.\ Then they cried co the LORD in their 

trouble, 
and he delivered them from their 

distress; 
14 he brought them out of darkness and 

gloom, 
and broke their bonds asunder. 

" Lee them thank the LORD for his 
steadfasr love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men! 

16 For he sharters rhe doors of bronze, 
and cuts in two the bars of iron. 

17 Some were sick-• through their sinful 
ways, 

and because of their iniquities suf
fered affliction; 

18 they loarhed any kind of food, 
and they drew near to the gates of 

death. 
19 Then they cried co the LORD in their 

trouble, 
and he delivered them from their 

distress; 
20 he sent forth his word, and healed 

them, 
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and delivered them from destruc-

tion. 
21 Let them thank the LORD for his 

steadfast love, 
for his wonderful works to the sons 

of men! 
22 And let them offer sacrifices of 

thanksgiving, 
and tell of his deeds in songs of joy ! 

23 Some went down to the sea in ships, 
doing business on the great waters; 

24 they saw the deeds of the LORD, 
his wondrous works in the deep. 

25 For he commanded, and raised the 
stormy wind, 

which lifted up the waves of the 
sea. 

20 They mounted up to heaven, they 
went down to the depths; 

their courage melted away in their 
evil plight; 

27 they reeled and staggered like 
drunken men, 

and were at their wits' end. 
28 Then they cried to the LORD in their 

trouble, 
and he delivered them from their 

distress; 
2<J he made the storm be still, 

and the waves of the sea were 
hushed. 

.lll Then they were glad because they 
had quiet, 

and he brought them to their de
sirl'd haven. 

. 11 Let them thank the LoRD for his 
steadfast love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men! 

. 12 Let them extol him in the congrega
tion of the people, 

and praise him in the assembly of 
the elders. 

11 He turns rivers into a desert, 
springs of water into thirsty 

ground, 
.14 a fruitful land into a salty waste, 

because of the wickedness of its 
inhabitants. 

.ls He turns a desert into pools of water, 
a parched land into springs of 

water. 
-16 And there he lets the hungry dwell, 

and they establish a city to live in; 
·17 they sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
!I Or bv Im holi11css 
I08.1:s: p, 57.7-11. 108.8-13: Ps 60.5-12. 

and get a fruitful yield. 
38 By his blessing they multiply greatly; 

and he does not let their canle 
decrease. 

39 When they are diminished and 
brought low 

through oppression, trouble, and 
sorrow, 

40 he pours contempt upon princes 
and makes them wander in track

less wastes ; 
41 but he raises up the needy out of 

affliction, 
and makes their families like 

flocks. 
42 The upright see it and are glad; 

and all wickedness stops its mouth. 
43 Whoever is wise, let him give heed to 

these things ; 
let men consider the steadfast love 

of the LORD. 

A Song. A Psalm of David. 

108 My heart is steadfast, 0 God, 
my heart is steadfast! 

I will sing and make melody! 
Awake, my soul! 

2 Awake, 0 harp and lyre! 
I will awake the dawn! 

3 I will give thanks to thee, 0 LORD, 
among the peoples, 

I will sing praises to thee among 
the nations . 

4 For thy steadfast love is great above 
the heavens, 

thy faithfulness reaches to the 
clouds . 

s Be exalted, 0 God, above the 
heavens! 

Let thy glory be over all the earth ! 
6 That thy beloved may be delivered, 

give help by thy right hand, and 
answer me! 

7 God has promised in his sanctuary : !I 
"With exultation I will divide up 

Shechem, 
and portion out the Vale of Suc

coth. 
R Gilead is mine; Manas'seh is mine; 

E'phrairn is my helmet; 
Judah my scepter. 

9 Moab is my washbasin; 
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and let not the sin of his mother be 

blotted out! 
upon Edom I cast my shoe; 
over Philistia I shout in triumph." 

10 Who will bring me to the fortified 
city? 

Who will lead me to Edom? 
11 Hast thou not rejected us, 0 God? 

Thou dost not go forth, 0 God, 
with our armies. 

12 O grant us help against the foe, 
for vain is the help of man! 

IJ With God we shall do valiantly; 
it is he who will tread down our 

foes. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

109 Be not silent, 0 God of my 
praise! 

2 For wicked and deceitful mouths are 
opened against me, 

speaking against me with lying 
tongues. 

J They beset me with words of hate, 
and attack me without cause. 

4 In return for my love they accuse me, 
even as I make prayer for them. z 

5 So they reward me evil for good, 
and hatred for my love. 

o Appoint a wicked man against him; 
let an accuser bring him to trial." 

7 When he is tried, let him come forth 
guilty; 

let his prayer be counted as sin! 
8 May his days be few; 

may another seize his goods ! 
9 May his children be fatherless, 

and his wife a widow! 
10 May his children wander about and 

beg; 
may they be driven out of" the 

ruins they inhabit! 
11 May the creditor seize all that he has; 

may strangers plunder the fruits of 
his toil! 

12 Let there be none to extend kindness 
to him, 

nor any to pity his fatherless chil
dren! 

13 May his posterity be cut off; 
may his name be blotted out in the 

second generation! 
14 May the iniquity of his fathers be 

remembered before the LORD, 

15 Let them be before the LORD con
tinually; 

and may his'· memory be cut off 
from the earth ! 

16 For he did not remember to show 
kindness, 

but pursued the poor and needy 
and the brokenhearred to their 

death. 
17 He loved to curse; let curses come on 

him! 
He did not like blessing; may it 

be far from him! 
18 He clothed himself with cursing as 

his coat, 
may it soak into his body like water, 
like oil into his bones ! 

19 May it be like a garment which he 
wraps round him, 

like a belt with which he daily girds 
himself! 

20 May this be the reward of my ac
cusers from the LoRD, 

of those who speak evil against my 
life! 

21 But thou, 0 Goo my Lord, 
deal on my behalf for thy name's 

sake; 
because thy steadfast love is good, 

deliver me! 
22 For I am poor and needy, 

and my heart is stricken within 
me. 

23 I am gone, like a shadow at evening; 
I am shaken off like a locust. 

24 My knees are weak through fasting; 
my body has become gaunt. 

25 I am an object of scorn to my ac
cusers; 

when they see me, they wag their 
heads. 

26 Help me, 0 LORD my God! 
Save me according to thy steadfast 

love! 
27 Let them know that this is thy hand; 

thou, 0 LORD, hast done it! 
28 Let them curse, but do thou bless! 

Let my assailants be put to 
shame;d may thy servant be 
glad! 

29 May my accusers be clothed with 
dishonor; 

z Syr: Heb I prayer u Heb st!lnd at his right ha11J 11 Gk: Heb a11d Sl't'k r Gk: Heb thcfr 
d Gk: Heb theJ• hav(' arm•11 a11d hai'e b.·e·11 pm ro .~h.1me 
IOD.8: Am 1.20. 109.25: Mt 27. J9; Mk 1 'U9. 
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may they be wrapped in their own 

shame as in a mantle! 

Jo With my mouth I will give great 
thanks co the LORD; 

I will praise him in the midst of the 
throng. 

JI For he stands at the right hand of the 
needy, 

co save him from those who con
demn him to death. 

A Psalm of David. 

110 The LORD says to my lord : 
"Sit at my right hand, 

till I make your enemies 
your footstool." 

2 The LORD sends forth from Zion 
your mighty scepter. 
Rule in the midst of your foes! 

.1 Your people will offer themselves 
freely 

on the day you lead your host 
upon the holy mountains.' 

From the womb of the morning 
like dew your youth/ will come to 

you. 
4 The LORD has sworn 

and will not change his mind, 
"You are a priest for ever 

after the order of Melchiz'edek." 

s The Lord is at your right hand; 
he will shatter kings on the day of 

his wrath. 
" He will execute judgment among the 

nations, 
filling them with corpses; 

he will shatter chiefs'' 
over the wide earth. 

7 He will drink from the brook by the 
way; 

therefore he will lift up his head. 

111 Praise the LORD. 
I will give thanks to the LORD 

with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, 

in the congregation. 
2 Great arc the works of the LORD, 

studied by all who have pleasure in 
them. 

·1 Full of honor and majesty is his work, 

and his righteousness endures for 
ever. 

4 He has caused his wonderful works to 
be remembered; 

the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
s He provides food for those who fear 

him; 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

o He has shown his people the power of 
his works, 

in giving them the heritage of the 
nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithful 
and just; 

all his precepts are trustworthy, 
8 they are established for ever and ever, 

to be performed with faithfulness 
and uprightness. 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 
he has commanded his covenant 

for ever. 
Holy and terrible is his name! 

1 o The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom; 

a good understanding have all 
those who practice it. 

His praise endures for ever! 

112 Praise the LORD. 
Blessed is the man who fears 

the LORD, 
who greatly delights in his com

mandments! 
2 His descendants will be mighty in the 

land; 
the generation of the upright will 

be blessed. 
.1 Wealth and riches are in his house; 

and his righteousness endures for 
ever. 

4 Light rises in the darkness for the 
upright; 

the LORD 11 is gracious, merciful, 
and righteous. 

s It is well with the man who deals 
generously and lends, 

who conducts his affairs with jus
tice. 

6 For the righteous will never be 
moved; 

he will be remembered for ever. 
7 He is not afraid of evil tidings; 

his heart is firm, trusting in the 
LORD. 

H His heart is steady, he will not be 
afraid, 

l. Anoth1.:r reading is in holJ• array f Cn: Heb rhc dew of your vouch "Or the head 11 Gk: Heb lacks tire LoRD 
110.J: Mt 22.44; 26.64; Mk 12.36; 14.62; 16.19; Lk 20.42-43; 22.69; Acts 2.34; I Cor 15.25; Eph 1.20; Col 3.1; 
Heb U, 11; 10.12-13; 12.2. 110.4: Heb 5.6, 10; 6.20; 7.11, 15, 21. 
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until he sees his desire on his ad

versaries. 
9 He has distributed freely, he has 

given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures for ever; 
his horn is exalted in honor. 

10 The wicked man secs it and is angry; 
he gnashes his teeth and melts 

away; 
the desire of the wicked man corr.es 

to nought. 

113 Praise the LORD! 
Praise, 0 servants of the LORD, 

praise the name of the LORD! 

2 Blessed be the name of the LORD 
from this time forth and for ever

more! 
J From the rising of the sun to its 

setting 
the name of the LORD is to be 

praised! 
4 The LORD is high above all nations, 

and his glory above the heavens! 

5 Who is like the LORD our God, 
who is seated on high, 

6 who looks far down 
upon the heavens and the earch? 

7 He raises the poor from the dust, 
and lifts the needy from the ash 

heap, 
8 to make them sit with princes, 

with the princes of his people. 
9 He gives the barren woman a home, 

making her the joyous mother of 
children. 

Praise the LORD! 

114 When Israel went forth from 
Egypt, 

the house of Jacob from a people 
of strange language, 

2 Judah became his sanctuary, 
Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea looked and fled, 
Jordan turned back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, 
the hills like lambs. 

5 What ails you, 0 sea, that you flee? 
0 Jordan, that you turn back? 

6 0 mountains, that you skip like 
rams? 

0 hills, like lambs? 
112.9: 2 Cor 9.9. 115.4-8: Ps 135.15-IB. 
115.13: Rev 11.IB; 19.5. 

7 Tremble, 0 earth, at the presence of 
the LORD, 

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 who turns the rock into a pool of 

water, 
the flint into a spring of water. 

115 Not to us, 0 LORD, not to us, 
but to thy name give glory, 

for the sake of thy steadfast love 
and thy faithfulness! 

2 Why should the nations say, 
"Where is their God?" 

3 Our God is in the heavens; 
he does whatever he pleases. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, 
the work of men's hands. 

5 They have mouths, but do not speak; 
eyes, but do not see. 

6 They have ears, but do not hear; 
noses, but do not smell. 

7 They have hands, but do not feel; 
feet, but do not walk; 
and they do not make a sound in 

their throat. 
8 Those who make them are like them ; 

so are all who trust in them. 

9 0 Israel, trust in the LORD! 
He is their help and their shield. 

10 0 house of Aaron, put your trust in 
the LORD! 

He is their help and their shield. 
11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the 

LORD! 
He is their help and their shield. 

12 The LORD has been mindful of us; 
he will bless us; 

he will bless the house of Israel; 
he will bless the house of Aaron; 

13 he will bless those who fear the LORD, 
both small and great. 

14 May the LORD give you increase, 
you and your children! 

15 May you be blessed by the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth! 

16 The heavens are the LoRD's heavens, 
but the earth he has given to the 

sons of men. 
17 The dead do not praise the LORD, 

nor do any that go down into 
silence. 

18 But we will bless the LORD 
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from this time forth and for ever- 19 in the courts of the house of the 

more. LORD, 
Praise the LORD! in your midst, 0 Jerusalem. 

116 I love the LORD, because he 
has heard 

my voice and my supplications. 
2 Because he inclined his ear to me, 

therefore I will call on him as long 
as I live. 

. 1 The snares of death encompassed 
me; 

the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me ; 
I suffered distress and anguish. 

4 Then I called on the name of the 
LORD: 

"O LORD, I beseech thee, save my 
life!" 

s Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 
our God is merciful. 

" The LORD preserves the simple; 
when I was brought low, he saved 

me. 
7 Return, 0 my soul, to your rest; 

for the LoRD has dealt bountifully 
with you. 

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, 

my eyes from tears, 
my feet from stumbling; 

9 I walk before the LORD 
in the land of the living. 

10 I kept my faith, even when I said, 
"I am greatly afflicted"; 

I I I said in my consternation, 
"Men are all a vain hope." 

12 What shall I render to the LORD 
for all his bounty to me? 

1.1 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the LORD, 

14 I will pay my vows to the LORD 
in the presence of all his people. 

IS Precious in the sight of the LORD 
is the death of his saints. 

I 0 0 LORD, I am thy servant; 
I am thy servant, the son of thy 

handmaid. 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

I 7 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving 

and call on the name of the LORD. 
18 I will pay my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people, 
1 Gk: Heh were l!xti11g11ished 

Praise the LORD ! 

117 Praise the LORD, all nations! 
Extol him, all peoples! 

2 For great is his steadfast love toward 
us; 

and the faithfulness of the LORD 
endures for ever . 

Praise the LORD! 

118 0 give thanks to the LORD, 
for he is good ; 

his steadfast love endures for ever! 

2 Let Israel say, 
"His steadfast love endures for 

ever." 
J Let the house of Aaron say, 

"His steadfast love endures for 
ever." 

4 Let those who fear the LORD say, 
"His steadfast love endures for 

ever." 

s Out of my distress I called on the 
LORD; 

the LORD answered me and set me 
free. 

6 With the LORD on my side I do not 
fear. 

What can man do to me? 
7 The LORD is on my side to help me; 

I shall look in triumph on those 
who hate me. 

8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD 
than to put confidence in man. 

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD 
than to put confidence in princes. 

10 All nations surrounded me; 
in the name of the LORD I cut them 

off! 
11 They surrounded me, surrounded me 

on every side; 
in the name of the LORD I cut them 

off! 
12 They surrounded me like bees, 

they blazedi like a fire of thorns; 
in the name of the LORD I cut them 

off! 
13 I was pushed hard,J so that I was 

falling, 
but the LORD helped me. 

J Gk Syr Jerome: Heb thou dids1 push me hard 
116.10: 2 Cor 4.13. 117.1: Rom 15.11. 118.8: Heb 13.6. 
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for his steadfast love endures for 

ever! 
14 The LoRD is my strength and my song; 

he has become my salvation. 

15 Hark, glad songs of victory 
in the tents of the righteous: 

"The right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly, 

16 the right hand of the LORD is ex
alted, 

the right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly!" 

17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 
and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

18 The LORD has chastened me sorely, 
but he has not given me over to 

death. 

I'> Open to me the gates of righteous
ness, 

that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the LORD. 

20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
the righteous shall enter through 

it. 

21 I thank thee that thou hast answered 
me 

and hast become my salvation. 
22 The stone which the builders re

jected 
has become the head of the corner. 

2.i This is the LORD's doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day which the LORD has 
made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
2s Save us, we beseech thee, 0 LORD! 

0 LORD, we beseech thee, give us 
success! 

26 Blessed be he who enters in the name 
of the LORD! 

We bless you from the house of the 
LORD. 

27 The LORD is God, 
and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with 
branches, 

up to the horns of the altar! 

28 Thou art my God, and I will give 
thanks to thee; 

thou art my God, I will extol thee. 

29 0 give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good; 

119 Blessed are those whose way 
is blameless, 

who walk in the law of the LORD! 
2 Blessed arc those who keep his testi-

monies, 
who seek him with their whole 

heart, 
.l who also do no wrong, 

but walk in his ways! 
4 Thou hast commanded thy precepts 

to be kept diligently. 
s 0 that my ways may be steadfast 

in keeping thy statutes! 
6 Then I shall not be put to shame, 

having my eyes fixed on all thy 
commandments. 

7 I will praise thee with an upright 
heart, 

when I learn thy righteous ordi
nances. 

8 I will observe thy statutes; 
0 forsake me not utterly! 

9 How can a young man keep his way 
pure? 

By guarding it according to thy 
word. 

1 o With my whole heart I seek thee; 
let me nor wander from thy com

mandments! 
11 I have laid up thy word in my heart, 

that I might nor sin against thee. 
12 Blessed be thou, 0 LORD; 

teach me thy statutes! 
I.\ With my lips I declare 

all the ordinances of thy mouth. 
14 In the way of thy testimonies I de

light 
as much as in all riches. 

15 I will meditate on thy precepts, 
and fix my eyes on thy ways. 

16 I will delight in thy statutes; 
I will not forget thy word. 

17 Deal bountifully with thy servant, 
that I may live and observe thy 

word. 
18 Open my eyes, that I may behold 

wondrous things out of thy law. 
I'> I am a sojourner on earth; 

hide not thy commandments from 
me! 

20 My soul is consumed with longing 
for thy ordinances at all rimes. 

118.22-23: Mt 2U2; Mk 12.10-11; Lk 20.17; Acts 4.11; I Pct 2.7. 
118.25-26: Mt 21.9; 23.39; Mk 11.9-10; Lk !3.35; 19.38; Jn 12.!3. 
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21 Thou dost rebuke the insolent, ac

cursed ones, 
who wander from thy command

ments; 
22 take away from me their scorn and 

contempt, 
for I have kept thy testimonies. 

23 Even though princes sit plotting 
against me, 

thy servant will meditate on thy 
statutes. 

24 Thy testimonies arc my delight, 
they arc my counselors. 

2s My soul cleaves to the dust; 
revive me according to thy word! 

26 When I told of my ways, thou didst 
answer me; 

teach me thy statutes! 
27 Make me understand the way of thy 

precepts, 
and I will meditate on thy won

drous works. 
2H My soul melts away for sorrow; 

strengthen me according to thy 
word! 

29 Put false ways far from me; 
and graciously teach me thy law! 

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness, 
I set thy ordinances before me. 

.11 I cleave to thy testimonies, 0 LORD; 
let me not be put to shame! 

.12 I will run in the way of thy com
mandments 

when thou enlarges! my under
standing! 

JJ Teach me, 0 LORD, the way of thy 
statutes; 

and I will keep it to the end. 
:14 Give me understanding, that I may 

keep thy law 
and observe it with my whole 

heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of thy com

mandments, 
for I delight in it. 

l 6 Incline my heart to thy testimonies, 
and not to gain ! 

37 Turn my eyes from looking at 
vanities; 

and give me life in thy ways. 
·18 Confirm to thy servant thy promise, 

which is for those who fear thee. 
W Turn away the reproach which I 

dread; 
for thy ordinances are good. 

40 Behold, I long for thy precepts; 
in thy righteousness give me life! 

41 Let thy steadfast love come to me, 
0 LORD, 

thy salvation according to thy 
promise; 

42 then shall I have an answer for those 
who taunt me, 

for I trust in thy word. 
4J And take not the word of truth 

utterly out of my mouth, 
for my hope is in thy ordinances. 

44 I will keep thy law continually, 
for ever and ever ; 

45 and I shall walk at liberty, 
for I have sought thy precepts. 

46 I will also speak of thy testimonies 
before kings, 

and shall not be put to shame; 
47 for I find my delight in thy com

mandments, 
which I love. 

4H I revere thy commandments, which I 
love, 

and I will meditate on thy statutes. 

49 Remember thy word to thy servant, 
in which thou hast made me hope. 

so This is my comfort in my affliction 
that thy promise gives me life. 

51 Godless men utterly deride me, 
but I do not turn away from thy law . 

52 When I think of thy ordinances from 
of old, 

I take comfort, 0 LORD. 
5.1 Hot indignation seizes me because of 

the wicked, 
who forsake thy law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs 
in the house of my pilgrimage. 

55 I remember thy name in the night, 0 
LORD, 

and keep thy law. 
56 This blessing has fallen to me, 

that I have kept thy precepts. 

57 The LORD is my portion; 
I promise to keep thy words. 

SH I entreat thy favor with all my heart; 
be gracious to me according to thy 

promise. 
59 When I think of thy ways, 

I turn my feet to thy testimonies; 
60 I hasten and do not delay 

to keep thy commandments. 
61 Though the cords of the wicked en

snare me, 
I do not forget thy law. 

62 At midnight I rise to praise thee, 
because of thy righteous ordi

nances. 
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63 I am a companion of all who fear thee, 

of those who keep thy precepts. 
64 The earth, 0 LORD, is full of thy 

steadfast love; 
teach me thy statutes! 

65 Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, 
0 LORD, according to thy word. 

66 Teach me good judgment and knowl
edge, 

for I believe in thy command
ments. 

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray; 
but now I keep thy word. 

68 Thou art good and doest good; 
teach me thy statutes. 

69 The godless besmear me with lies, 
but with my whole heart I keep thy 

precepts; 
10 their heart is gross like fat, 

but I delight in thy law. 
71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, 

that I might learn thy statutes. 
72 The law of thy mouth is better to me 

than thousands of gold and silver 
pieces. 

73 Thy hands have made and fashioned 
me; 

give me understanding that I may 
learn thy commandments. 

74 Those who fear thee shall see me and 
rejoice, 

because I have hoped in thy word. 
75 I know, 0 LORD, that thy judgments 

are right, 
and that in faithfulness thou hast 

afflicted me. 
76 Let thy steadfast love be ready to 

comfort me 
according to thy promise to thy 

servant. 
77 Let thy mercy come to me, that 

may live; 
for thy law is my delight. 

78 Let the godless be put to shame, 
because they have subverted me 

with guile; 
as for me, I will meditate on thy 

precepts. 
79 Let those who fear thee turn to me, 

that they may know thy testi
monies. 

80 May my heart be blameless in thy 
statutes, 

that I may not be put to shame! 

81 My soul languishes for thy salvation; 
I hope in thy word. 

82 My eyes fail with watching for thv 
promise; -
ask, "When wilt thou comfort 
me?" 

83 For I have become like a wineskin in 
the smoke, 

yet I have not forgotten thy 
statutes. 

84 How long must thy servant endure? 
When wilt thou judge those who 

persecute me? 
85 Godless men have dug pitfalls for 

me, 
men who do not conform to thy 

law. 
86 All thy commandments are sure; 

they persecute me with falsehood; 
help me! 

87 They have almost made an end of me 
on earth; 

but I have not forsaken thy pre
cepts. 

88 In thy steadfast love spare my lifr, 
that I may keep the testimonies of 

thy mouth. 

89 For ever, 0 LORD, thy word 
is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

90 Thy faithfulness endures to all gen
erations; 

thou hast established the earth, 
and it stands fast. 

91 By thy appointment they stand thi~ 
day; 

for all things are thy servants. 
92 If thy law had not been my delight, 

I should have perished in my 
affliction. 

93 I will never forget thy precepts ; 
for by them thou hast given me 

life. 
94 I am thine, save me; 

for I have sought thy precepts. 
95 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me ; 

but I consider thy testimonies. 
96 I have seen a limit to all perfection, 

but thy commandment is exceed
ingly broad. 

97 Oh, how I love thy law! 
It is my meditation all the day. 

98 Thy commandment makes me wiser 
than my enemies, 

for it is ever with me. 
99 I have more understanding than all 

my teachers, 
for thy testimonies are my medi

tation. 
100 I understand more than the aged, 
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101 I hold back my feet from every evil 
way, 

in order to keep thy word. 
102 I do not turn aside from thy ordi

nances, 
for thou hast taught me. 

103 How sweet arc thy words to my 
taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104 Through thy precepts I get under

standing; 
therefore I hate every false way. 

105 Thy word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 

106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed 
it, 

to observe thy righteous ordi
nances. 

101 I am sorely afflicted; 
give me life, 0 LORD, according to 

thy word! 
108 Accept my offerings of praise, 0 

LORD, 
and teach me thy ordinances. 

109 I hold my life in my hand con
tinually, 

but I do not forget thy law. 
110 The wicked have laid a snare for 

me, 
but I do not stray from thy pre

cepts. 
111 Thy testimonies are my heritage for 

ever; 
yea, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I incline my heart to perform thy 
statutes 

for ever, to the end. 

1 Ll I hate double-minded men, 
but I love thy law. 

114 Thou art my hiding place and my 
shield; 

I hope in thy word. 
115 Depart from me, you evildoers, 

that I may keep the command
ments of my God. 

11o Uphold me according to thy prom
ise, that I may live, 

and let me not be put to shame in 
my hope! 

117 Hold me up, that I may be safe 
and have regard for thy statutes 

continually! 
11 H Thou dost spurn all who go astray 

from thy statutes; 
yea, their cunning is in vain. 

1
' Gk Jerome: Heb uncertain 

119 All the wicked of the earth thou dost 
count as dross; 

therefore I love thy testimonies. 
120 My flesh trembles for fear of thee, 

and I am afraid of thy j1.1dgments. 

121 I have done what is just and right; 
do not leave me to my oppressors. 

122 Be surety for thy servant for good; 
let not the godless oppress me. 

123 My eyes fail with watching for thy 
salvation, 

and for the fulfilment of thy right
eous promise. 

124 Deal with thy servant according to 
thy steadfast love, 

and teach me thy statutes. 
125 I am thy servant; give me under

standing, 
that I may know thy testimonies! 

126 It is time for the LoRD to act, 
for thy law has been broken. 

127 Therefore I love thy command
ments 

above gold, above fine gold. 
128 Therefore I direct my steps by all 

thy precepts ; k 

I hate every false way. 

129 Thy testimonies are wonderful; 
therefore my soul keeps them. 

130 The unfolding of thy words gives 
light; 

it imparts understanding to the 
simple. 

Ill With open mouth I pant, 
because I long for thy command

ments. 
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

as is thy wont toward those who 
love thy name. 

133 Keep steady my steps according to 
thy promise, 

and let no iniquity get dominion 
over me. 

134 Redeem me from man's oppression, 
that I may keep thy precepts. 

135 Make thy face shine upon thy serv
ant, 

and teach me thy statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 

because men do not keep thy law. 

137 Righteous art thou, 0 LORD, 
and right are thy judgments. 

138 Thou hast appointed thy testimonies 
in righteousness 

and in all faithfulness. 
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because they do not keep thy com

mands. 
139 My zeal consumes me, 

because my foes forget thy words. 
140 Thy promise is well tried, 

and thy servant loves it. 
141 I am small and despised, 

yet I do not forget thy precepts. 
142 Thy righteousness is righteous for 

ever, 
and thy law is true. 

14.l Trouble and anguish have come 
upon me, 

but thy commandments are 
delight. 

144 Thy testimonies are righteous 
ever; 

my 

for 

give me understanding that I may 
live. 

145 With my whole heart I cry; 
answer me, 0 LORD! 

I will keep thy statutes. 
146 I cry to thee; save me, 

that I may observe thy testimonies. 
147 I rise before dawn and cry for help; 

I hope in thy words. 
148 My eyes are awake before the 

watches of the night, 
that I may meditate upon thy 

promise. 
14lJ Hear my voice in thy steadfast love; 

0 LORD, in thy justice preserve my 
life. 

150 They draw near who persecute me 
with evil purpose; 

they are far from thy law. 
151 But thou art near, 0 LORD, 

and all thy commandments are 
true. 

152 Long have I known from thy testi
monies 

that thou hast founded them for 
ever. 

153 Look on my affliction and deliver 
me, 

for I do not forget thy law. 
154 Plead my cause and redeem me; 

give me life according to thy prom
ise! 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 
for they do not seek thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy mercy, 0 LORD; 
give me life according to thy 

justice. 
157 Many are my persecutors and my 

adversaries, 
but I do not swerve from thy 

testimonies. 
158 I look at the faithless with disgust, 

159 Consider how I love thy precepts! 
Preserve my life according to thy 

steadfast love. 
160 The sum of thy word is truth; 

and every one of thy righteous 
ordinances endures for ever. 

161 Princes persecute me without cause, 
but my heart stands in awe of thy 

words. 
162 I rejoice at thy word 

like one who finds great spoil. 
163 I hate and abhor falsehood, 

but I love thy law. 
164 Seven times a day I praise thee 

for thy righteous ordinances. 
165 Great peace have those who love thy 

law; 
nothing can make them stumble. 

166 I hope for thy salvation, 0 LoRD, 
and I do thy commandments. 

167 My soul keeps thy testimonies; 
I love them exceedingly. 

168 I keep thy precepts and testimonies, 
for all my ways arc before thee. 

169 Let my cry come before thee, 0 
LORD; 

give me understanding according 
to thy word! 

170 Let my supplication come before 
thee; 

deliver me according to thy word. 
171 My lips will pour forth praise 

that thou dost teach me thy 
statutes. 

172 My tongue will sing of thy word, 
for all thy commandments are 

right. 
173 Let thy hand be ready to help m<>, 

for I have chosen thy precepts. 
174 I long for thy salvation, 0 LORD, 

and thy law is my delight. 
175 Let me live, that I may praise thee, 

and let thy ordinances help me. 
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; 

seek thy servant, 
for I do not forget thy command

ments. 

A Song of Ascents. 

120 In my distress I cry 
LORD, 

that he may answer me: 
2 "Deliver me, 0 LORD, 

to the 
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from lying lips, 4 to which the tribes go up, 
from a deceitful tongue." the tribes of the LORD, 

3 What shall be given to you? 
And what more shall be done to 

you, 
you deceitful tongue? 

4 A warrior's sharp arrows, 
with glowing coals of the broom 

tree! 

s Woe is me, that I sojourn in Meshech, 
that I dwell among the tents of 

Kedar! 
6 Too long have I had my dwelling 

among those who hate peace. 
7 I am for peace; 

but when I speak, 
they are for war! 

A Song of Ascents. 

121 I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From whence does my help 

come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved, 
he who keeps you will not slumber. 

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 

s The LORD is your keeper; 
the LORD is your shade 
on your right hand. 

6 The sun shall not smite you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
he will keep your life. 

8 The LORD will keep 
your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and for ever

more. 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

122 n!e~as glad when they said to 

"Let us go to the house of the 
LORD!" 

2 Our feet have been standing 
within your gates, 0 Jerusalem! 

3 Jerusalem, built as a city 
which is bound firmly together, 

as was decreed for hrael, 
to give thanks to the name of the 

LORD. 
5 There thrones for judgment were set, 

the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
"May they prosper who love you! 

7 Peace be within your walls, 
and security within your towers!" 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake 
I will say, "Peace be within you!" 

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD 
our God, 

I will seek your good. 

A Song of Ascents. 

123 To thee I lift up my eyes, 
0 thou who art enthroned 

in the heavens! 
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants 

look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maid 

to the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 

till he have mercy upon us. 

-1 Have mercy upon us, 0 LORD, have 
mercy upon us, 

for we have had more than enough 
of contempt. 

4 Too long our soul has been sated 
with the scorn of those who are at 

ease, 
the contempt of the proud. 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

124 If it had not been the LORD 
who was on our side, 

let Israel now say-
2 if it had not been the LORD who was 

on our side, 
when men rose up against us, 

3 then they would have swallowed us 
up alive, 

when their anger was kindled 
against us; 

4 then the flood would have swept us 
away, 

the torrent would have gone over 
us; 

s then over us would have gone 
the raging waters. 
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6 Blessed be the LORD, 

who has not given us 
as prey to their teeth ! 

7 We have escaped as a bird 
from the snare of the fowlers; 

the snare is broken, 
and we have escaped! 

8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 

A Song of Ascents. 

125 Those who trust in the LORD 
are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be moved, but abides 
for ever. 

2 As the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem, 

so the LORD is round about his 
people, 

from this time forth and for ever
more. 

3 For the scepter of wickedness shall 
not rest 

upon the land allotted to the 
righteous, 

lest the righteous put forth 
their hands to do wrong. 

4 Do good, 0 LORD, to those who are 
good, 

and to those who are upright in 
their hearts ! 

s But those who tum aside upon their 
crooked ways 

the LORD will lead away with evil
doers! 

Peace be in Israel! 

A Song of Ascents. 

126 When the LORD restored the 
fortunes of Zion,1 

we were like those who dream. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with 

laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, 
"The LORD has done great things 

for them." 
3 The LORD has done great things for 

us; 
we are glad. 

s May those who sow in tears 
reap with shouts of joy! 

6 He that goes forth weeping, 
bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of 
joy, 

bringing his sheaves with him. 

A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 

127 Unless the LORD builds the 
house, 

those who build it labor in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the 

city, 
the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early 
and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil; 
form he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Lo, sons are a heritage from the 
LORD, 

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 

are the sons of one's youth. 
s Happy is the man who has 

his quiver full of them! 
He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies 
in the gate. 

A Song of Ascents. 

Us Blessed is every one who 
fears the LORD, 

who walks in his ways ! 
2 You shall eat the fruit of the labor of 

your hands; 
you shall be happy, and it shall be 

well with you. 

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
within your house; 

your children will be like olive shoots 
around your table. 

4 Lo, thus shall the man be blessed 
who fears the LORD. 

s The LORD bless you from Zion! 
May you see the prosperity of 

Jerusalem 
all the days of your life! 

6 May you see your children's chil-
4 Restore our fortunes, 0 LORD, dren ! 

like the watercourses in the Negeb ! Peace be upon Israel! 
l Or brought ho.tit those who returned 10 Zion m Ano[her reading is so 
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A Song of Ascents. 

129 "Sorely have they afflicted 
me from my youth," 

let Israel now say-
2 "Sorely have they afflicted me from 

my youth, 
yet they have not prevailed against 

me. 
J The plowers plowed upon my back; 

they made long their furrows." 
4 The LORD is righteous; 

he has cut the cords of the wicked. 
s May all who hate Zion 

be put to shame and turned back
ward! 

6 Let them be like the grass on the 
housetops, 

which withers before it grows up, 
7 with which the reaper does not fill his 

hand 
or the binder of sheaves his bosom, 

x while those who pass by do not say, 
"The blessing of the LORD be upon 

you! 
We bless you in the name of the 

LORD!" 

A Song of Ascents. 

130 Out of the depths I cry to 
thee, 0 LORD! 

2 Lord, hear my voice! 
Let thy ears be attentive 

to the voice of my supplications! 

l If thou, 0 LORD, shouldst mark 
iniquities, 

Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with thee, 

that thou mayest be feared. 

s I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope; 

6 my soul waits for the LORD 
more than watchmen for the 

morning, 
more than 

morning. 
watchmen 

7 0 Israel, hope in the LORD! 

for the 

For with the LORD there is stead
fast love, 

and with him is plenteous re
demption. 

8 And he will redeem Israel 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

131 0 LORD, my heart is not 
lifted up, 

my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things 

too great and too marvelous for me. 
2 But I have calmed and quieted my 

soul, 
like a child quieted at its mother's 

breast; 
like a child that is quieted is my 

soul. 

l 0 Israel, hope in the LORD 
from this time forth and for ever

more. 

A Song of Ascents. 

132 Remember, 0 LORD, in 
David's favor, 

all the hardships he endured; 
2 how he swore to the LORD 

and vowed to the Mighty One of 
Jacob, 

3 "I will not enter my house 
or get into my bed ; 

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes 
or slumber to my eyeiids, 

5 until I find a place for the LORD, 
a dwelling place for the Mighty 

One of Jacob." 

6 Lo, we heard of it in Eph'rathah, 
we found it in the fields of J a' ar. 

7 "Let us go to his dwelling place; 
let us worship at his footstool!" 

8 Arise, 0 LORD, and go to thy resting 
place, 

thou and the ark of thy might. 
9 Let thy priests be clothed with 

righteousness, 
and let thy saints shout for joy. 

IO For thy servant David's sake 
do not turn away the face of thy 

anointed one. 

11 The LORD swore to David a sure oath 
from which he will not turn back: 

"One of the sons of your body 
I will set on your throne. 

12 If your sons keep my covenant 
and my testimonies which I shall 

teach them, 
their sons also for ever 

from all his iniquities. 
130.3: Ps 143.2; Rom 3.20; Gal 2.16. 

shall sit upon your throne." 
132.11: Ps 89.3-4; Acts 2.30. 
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13 For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

he has desired it for his habitation: 
1-1 "This is my resting place for ever; 

here I will dwell, for I have desired 
it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provi
sions; 

I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
lh Her priests I will clothe with salva

tion, 
and her saints will shout for joy. 

1 7 There I will make a horn to sprout 
for David; 

I have prepared a lamp for my 
anointed. 

18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, 
but upon himself his crown will 

shed its luster." 

A Song of Ascents. 

133 Behold, how good and pleas
ant it is 

when brothers dwell in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil upon the 

head, 
running down upon the beard, 

upon the beard of Aaron, 
running down on the collar of his 

robes! 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

which falls on the mountains of 
Zion! 

For there the LORD has commanded 
the blessing, 

life for evermore. 

A Song of Ascents. 

134 Come, bless the LORD, 
all you servants of the LORD, 

who stand by night in the house of 
the LORD! 

2 Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
and bless the LORD! 

-1 May the LORD bless you from Zion, 
he who made heaven and earth! 

135 Praise the LORD. 
Praise the name of the LORD, 

give praise, 0 servants of the LORD, 
2 you that stand in the house of the 

LORD, 
in the courts of the house of our 

God! 
135.14: Heb I0.30. 135.15-18: Ps 115.4-8. 

3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is 
good; 

sing to his name, for he is gracious! 
4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob for 

himself, 
Israel as his own possession. 

s For I know that the LORD is great, 
and that our Lord is above all 

gods. 
" Whatever the LORD pleases he does 

in heaven and on earth, ' 
in the seas and all deeps. 

7 He it is who makes the clouds rise at 
the end of the earth, 

who makes lightnings for the 
rain 

and brings forth the wind from his 
storehouses. 

8 He it was who smote the first-born of 
Egypt, 

both of man and of beast; 
9 who in thy midst, 0 Egypt, 

sent signs and wonders 
against Pharaoh and all his serv

ants; 
10 who smote many nations 

and slew mighty kings, 
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

and Og, king of Bashan, 
and all the kingdoms of Canaan, 

12 and gave their land as a heritage, 
a heritage to his people Israel. 

D Thy name, 0 LORD, endures for ever, 
thy renown, 0 LORD, throughout 

all ages. 
14 For the LORD will vindicate his 

people, 
and have compassion on his serv

ants. 

15 The idols of the nations are silver and 
gold, 

the work of men's hands. 
16 They have mouths, but they speak 

not, 
they have eyes, but they see not, 

17 they have ears, but they hear not, 
nor is there any breath in their 

mouths. 
18 Like them be those who mak<> 

them!-
yea, every one who trusts in them! 

1q 0 house of Israel, bless the LoRD! 
0 house of Aaron, bless the LORD 1 
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20 O house of Levi, bless the LORD! 

You that fear the LORD, bless the 
LORD! 

21 Blessed be the LORD from Zion, 
he who dwells in Jerusalem! 

Praise the LORD! 

136 0 give thanks to the LORD, 
for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

2 O give thanks to the God of gods, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever. 
l 0 give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

4 to him who alone does great wonders, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
s to him who by understanding made 

the heavens, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
6 to him who spread out the earth upon 

the waters, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
7 to him who made the great lights, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

8 the sun to rule over the day, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
9 the moon and stars to rule over the 

night, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 

10 to him who smote the first-born of 
Egypt, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

11 and brought Israel out from among 
them, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

12 with a strong hand and an out
stretched arm, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

13 to him who divided the Red Sea in 
sunder, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

14 and made Israel pass through the 
midst of it, 

0 Heb streams P Or poplars 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

IS but overthrew Pharaoh and his host 
in the Red Sea, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

16 to him who led his people through 
the wilderness, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

17 to him who smote great kings, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
IB and slew famous kings, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
20 and Og, king of Bashan, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

21 and gave their land as a heritage, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
22 a heritage to Israel his servant, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

23 It is he who remembered us in our 
low estate, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

24 and rescued us from our foes, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever; 
25 he who gives food to all flesh, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

26 0 give thanks to the God of heaven, 
for his steadfast love endures for 

ever. 

137 By the waters 0 of Babylon, 
there we sat down and wept, 

when we remembered Zion. 
2 On the willowsP there 

we hung up our lyres. 
3 For there our captors 

required of us songs, 
and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 

"Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion!" 

4 How shall we sing the LORD'S song 
in a foreign land? 

s If I forget you, 0 Jerusalem, 
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and thy right hand delivers me. let my right hand wither! 

6 Let my tongue cleave to the 
my mouth, 

if I do not remember you, 
if I do not set Jerusalem 

above my highest joy! 

roof of 

7 Remember, 0 LORD, against the 
E'domites 

the day of Jerusalem, 
how they said, "Rase it, rase it! 

Down to its foundations!" 
8 0 daughter of Babylon, you devas

tator!" 
Happy shall he be who requites 

you 
with what you have done to us! 

9 Happy shall he be who takes your 
little ones 

and dashes them against the rock! 

A Psalm of David. 

138 I give thee thanks, 0 LORD, 
with my whole heart; 

before the gods I sing thy praise; 
2 I bow down toward thy holy temple 

and give thanks to thy name for 
thy steadfast love and thy faith
fulness; 

for thou hast exalted above every
thing 

thy name and thy word.' 
3 On the day I called, thou didst an

swer me, 
my strength of soul thou didst in

crease.' 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise 
thee, 0 LORD, 

for they have heard the words of 
thy mouth; 

s and they shall sing of the ways of the 
LORD, 

for great is the glory of the LORD. 
6 For though the LORD is high, he re

gards the lowly; 
but the haughty he knows from 

afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of 
trouble, 

thou dost preserve my life; 
thou dost stretch out thy hand against 

the wrath of my enemies, 

8 The LORD will fulfil his purpose for 
me· 

thy s~eadfast love, 0 LoRD, en
dures for ever. 

Do not forsake the work of thy 
hands. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

139 0 LORD, thou hast searched 
me and known me! 

2 Thou knowest when I sit down and 
when I rise up; 

thou discernest my thoughts from 
afar. 

3 Thou searchest out my path and my 
lying down, 

and art acquainted with all my 
ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
lo, 0 LORD, thou knowest it alto

gether. 
5 Thou dost beset me behind and 

before, 
and layest thy hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; 

it is high, I cannot attain ir. 

7 Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from thv 

presence? · 
8 If I ascend to heaven, thou art there 1 

If I make my bed in Sheol, thou 
art there! 

9 If I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of 

the sea, 
10 even there thy hand shall lead me, 

and thy right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, "Let only darkness cover 

me, 
and the light about me be night," 

12 even the darkness is nor dark to thee. 
the night is bright as the day; 
for darkness is as light with thee. 

13 For thou didst form my inward 
parts, 

thou didst knit me together in my 
mother's womb. 

14 I praise thee, for thou art fearful an,! 
wonderful.' 

Wonderful are thy works! 
r~ Or you who are devastared ,- Cn:, Heb rhou hast exaltt!d_ thy word above all thy T11W1e: 
,\ Syr Compare Gk Tg: Heb thou didst make me arrogant 111 my soul with srrmgch 
r Cn Compare Gk Syr j cromc: Heb fearful rhi'1gs I am wo,,Jer/11/ 
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Thou knowest me right well; 
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15 my frame was not hidden from 
thee, 

when I was being made in secret, 
intricately wrought in the depths 

of the earth. 
16 Thy eyes beheld my unformed sub

stance; 
in thy book were written, every one 

of them, 
the days that were formed for me, 

when as yet there was none of 
them. 

17 How precious to me are thy thoughts, 
0 God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I would count them, they are more 

than the sand. 
When I awake, I am still with 

thee.• 

19 0 that thou wouldst slay the wicked, 
0 God, 

and that men of blood would de
part from me, 

20 men who maliciously defy thee, 
who lift themselves up against thee 

for evil! v 

21 Do I not hate them that hate thee, 
0 LORD? 

And do I not loathe them that rise 
up against thee? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred; 
I count them my enemies. 

23 Search me, 0 God, and know my 
heart! 

Try me and know my thoughts! 
24 And see if there be any wicked w way 

in me, 
and lead me in the way ever

lasting !x 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

140 Deliver me, 0 LoRD, from 
evil men; 

preserve me from violent men, 
2 who plan evil things in their heart, 

and stir up wars continually. 
3 They make their tongue sharp as a 

serpent's, 
and under their lips is the poison 

of vipers. Selah 

4 Guard me, 0 LORD, from the hands 
of the wicked; 

preserve me from violent men, 
who have planned to trip up my 

feet. 
5 Arrogant men have hidden a trap for 

me, 
and with cords they have spread a 

net,Y 
by the wayside they have set snares 

for me. Selah 

6 I say to the LORD, Thou art my God ; 
give ear to the voice of my sup

plications, 0 LORD! 
7 0 LORD, my Lord, my strong de

liverer, 
thou hast covered my head in the 

day of battle. 
8 Grant not, 0 LoRD, the desires of the 

wicked; 
do not further his evil plot! Selah 

9 Those who surround me lift up their 
head, 2 

let the mischief of their lips over
whelm them! 

10 Let burning coals fall upon them! 
Let them be cast into pits, no more 

to rise! 
11 Let not the slanderer be established 

in the land; 
let evil hunt down the violent man 

speedily! 

12 I know that the LORD maintains the 
cause of the afflicted, 

and executes justice for the needy. 
13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks 

to thy name; 
the upright shall dwell in thy 

presence. 

A Psalm of David. 

141 I call upon thee, 0 LORD; 
make haste to me! 

Give ear to my voice, when I call 
to thee! 

2 Let my prayer be counted as incense 
before thee, 

and the lifting up of my hands as 
an evening sacrifice ! 

tt Or were J ro come lo the end I would still be with thee 
v Cn: Heb uncenain w Heb hurtful 
: Or the ancimr way. Compare Jer 6.16. 11 Or they ha_ve spread cords as a net 

Cn Compare Gk: Heb those who su,.round me are uplifted m head 
140.3: Rom 3.13. 141.2: Rev 5.8; 8.3-4. 
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3 Ser a guard over my mourh, 0 LORD, 

keep warch over rhe door of my 
lips! 

4 Incline nor my hearr to any evil, 
ro busy myself wirh wicked deeds 

in company wirh men who work in
iquiry; 

and let me not ear of rheir dainties! 

5 Let a good man strike or rebuke me 
in kindness, 

but ler rhe oil of rhe wicked never 
anoint my head;" 

for my prayer is continually!' 
against their wicked deeds. 

6 When they are given over to rhose 
who shall condemn them, 

then they shall learn that the word 
of rhe LORD is true. 

7 As a rock which one cleaves and 
shatters on the land, 

so shall rheir bones be strewn ar 
the mouth of Sheol. r 

8 But my eyes are toward thee, 0 
LORD God; 

in rhee I seek refuge; leave me not 
defenseless! 

9 Keep me from the trap which they 
have laid for me, 

and from the snares of evildoers! 
1 o Let the wicked together fall into their 

own nets, 
while I escape. 

A Maski! of David, when he was in the 
cave. A Prayer. 

142 I cry with my voice to the 
LORD, 

wirh my voice I make supplication 
to rhe,LORD, 

2 I pour out my complaint before 
him, 

I tell my trouble before him. 
3 When my spirit is faint, 

thou knowest my way! 

In rhe path where I walk 
they have hidden a trap for me. 

4 I look to the right and watch," 
but there is none who takes notice 

of me; 
no refuge remains ro me, 

no man cares for me. 

5 I cry to rhee, 0 LORD; 
I say, Thou art my refuge, 
my portion in rhe land of rhe living. 

0 Give heed to my cry; 
for I am broughr very low! 

Deliver me from my persecurors; 
for they are too strong for me! 

7 Bring me out of prison, 
that I may give rhanks ro thy name 1 

The righteous will surround me; 
for thou wilt deal bountifully with 

me. 

A Psalm of David. 

143 Hear my prayer, 0 LORD; 
give ear to my supplications 1 

In thy faithfulness answer me, 
in thy righreousness ! 

2 Enter not into judgment with th~ 
servant; 

for no man living is righteous be
fore thee. 

3 For the enemy has pursued me; 
he has crushed my life to the 

ground; 
he has made me sit in darkness like 

those long dead. 
4 Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

my heart within me is appalled. 

5 I remember the days of old, 
I meditate on all that thou hast 

done; 
I muse on what thy hands have 

wrought. 
6 I stretch out my hands ro thee; 

my soul thirsts for thee like a 
parched land. Selah 

7 Make haste to answer me, 0 LORD 1 

My spirit fails! 
Hide not thy face from me, 

lest I be like those who go down 
to the Pit. 

8 Let me hear in the morning of thy 
steadfast love, 

for in thee I put my trust. 
Teach me the way I should go, 

for to thee I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me, 0 LORD, from my 
enemies! 

a Gk: Heb obscure ,, Cn: Heb for co111i11ually a11d my prayer c The Hebrew of verses 5- 7 is obscure 
<I Or Look to the right a11d watch 
143.2: Ps 130.3; Rom 3.20; Gal 2.16. 
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I have fled to thee for refuge!·· 

10 Teach me to do thy will, 
for thou art my God! 

Let thy good spirit lead me 
on a levd path! 

11 For thy name's sake, 0 LORD, pre
serve my life! 

In thy righteousness bring me out 
of trouble! 

12 And in thy steadfast love cut off my 
enemies, 

and destroy all my adversaries, 
for I am thy servant. 

A Psalm of David. 

144 Blessed be the LORD, my 
rock, 

who trains my hands for war, 
and my fingers for battle; 

2 my rockI and my fortress, 
my stronghold and my deliverer, 

my shield and he in whom I take 
refuge, 

who subdues the peoples under 
him.'' 

1 0 LORD, what is man that thou dost 
regard him, 

or the son of man that thou dost 
think of him? 

4 Man is like a breath, 
his days are like a passing shadow. 

s Bow thy heavens, 0 LORD, and come 
down! 

Touch the mountains that they 
smoke' 

" Flash forth the lightning and scatter 
them, 

send out thy arrows and rout them! 
7 Stretch forth thy hand from on high, 

rescue me and deliver me from the 
many waters, 

from the hand of aliens, 
H whose mouths speak lies, 

and whose right hand is a right 
hand of falsehood. 

q I will sing a new song to thee, 0 God; 
upon a ten-stringed harp I will play 

to thee, 
ro who givest victory to kings, 

who rescuest David thy" servant. 
11 Rescue me from the cruel sword, 

and deliver me from the hand of 
aliens, 

whose mouths speak lies, 
and whose right hand is a right 

hand of falsehood. 

12 May our sons in their youth 
be like plants full grown, 

our daughters like corner pillars 
cut for the structure of a palace; 

I.I may our garners be full, 
providing all manner of store; 

may our sheep bring forth thousands 
and ten thousands in our fields; 

14 may our cattle be heavy with young, 
suffering no mischance or failure in 

bearing; 
may there be no cry of distress in our 

streets! 
IS Happy the people to whom such 

blessings fall! 
Happy the people whose God is the 

LORD! 

A Song of Praise. Of David. 

145 I will extol thee, my God and 
King, 

and bless thy name for ever and 
ever. 

2 Every day I will bless thee, 
and praise thy name for ever and 

ever. 
3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 

praised, 
and his greatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall laud thy works 
to another, 

and shall declare thy mighty acts. 
s On the glorious splendor of thy 

majesty, 
and on thy wondrous works, I will 

meditate. 
o Men shall proclaim the might of thy 

terrible acts, 
and I will declare thy greatness. 

7 They shall pour forth the fame of thy 
abundant goodness, 

and shall sing aloud of thy right
eousness. 

H The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. 
9 The LORD is good to all, 

~One Heb Ms.Gk_: Heb to rlrt't' I have hidJ!1:11 l With Ps 18.2 2 Sam 22.2: Heb my sfl·adfa-H lovt' 
!I Another reading as my p1·upl~· m1da "ll' 1 Heb hi.~ 
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and his compassion is over all that 4 When his breath depans he returns 

he has made. to his eanh; 

10 All thy works shall give thanks to 
thee, 0 LORD, 

and all thy saints shall bless thee! 
11 They shall speak of the glory of thy 

kingdom, 
and tell of thy power, 

12 to make known to the sons of men 
thy" mighty deeds, 

and the glorious splendor of thy'' 
kingdom. 

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting king
dom, 

and thy dominion endures 
throughout all generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words, 
and gracious in all his deeds.i 

14 The LORD upholds all who are fall
ing, 

and raises up all who are bowed 
down. 

15 The eyes of all look to thee, 
and thou givest them their food in 

due season. 
16 Thou openest thy hand, 

thou satisfiest the desire of every 
living thing. 

17 The LoRD is just in all his ways, 
and kind in all his doings. 

18 The LORD is near to all who call upon 
him, 

to all who call upon him in truth. 
19 He fulfils the desire of all who fear 

him, 
he also hears their cry, and saves 

them. 
20 The LORD preserves all who love 

him; 
but all the wicked he will destroy. 

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the 
LORD, 

and let all flesh bless his holy name 
for ever and ever. 

146 Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, 0 my soul 1 

2 I will praise the LORD as long as 
live; 

I will sing praises to my God while 
I have being. 

3 Put not your trust in princes, 
in a son of man, in whom there is 

no help. 

on that very day his plans perish. 

5 Happy is he whose help is the God of 
Jacob, 

whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6 who made heaven and eanh, 

the sea, and all that is in them ; 
who keeps faith for ever; 

7 who executes justice for the op
pressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. 

The LoRD sets the prisoners free; 
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the 

blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are 

bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous. 

9 The LORD watches over the so
journers, 

he upholds the widow and the 
fatherless; 

but the way of the wicked he brings 
to ruin. 

10 The LORD will reign for ever, 
thy God, 0 Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the LORD! 

147 Praise the LORD ! 
For it is good to sing praises to 

our God; 
for he is gracious, and a song of 

praise is seemly. 
2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3 He heals the brokenhearted, 

and binds up their wounds. 
4 He determines the number of the 

stars, 
he gives to all of them their names. 

s Great is our LORD, and abundant in 
power; 

his understanding is beyond meas
ure. 

6 The LORD lifts up the downtrodden, 
he casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
make melody to our God upon the 

lyre! 
H He covers the heavens with clouds, 

he prepares rain for the earth, 
he makes grass grow upon the hills. 

9 He gives to the beasts their food, 
and to the young ravens which cry. 

11 Heb lii1 i These two lines are supplied by one Hebrew Ms, Gk and Syr 
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10 His delight is not in the strength of 

the horse, 
nor his pleasure in the legs of a 

man; 
11 but the LORD takes pleasure in those 

who fear him, 
in those who hope in his steadfast 

love. 

12 Praise the LORD, 0 Jerusalem! 
Praise your God, 0 Zion! 

13 For he strengthens the bars of your 
gates; 

he blesses your sons within you. 
14 He makes peace in your borders; 

he fills you with the finest of the 
wheat. 

15 He sends forth his corrunand to the 
earth; 

his word runs swiftly. 
16 He gives snow like wool; 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
17 He casts forth his ice like morsels; 

who can stand before his cold? 
18 He sends forth his word, and melts 

them; 
he makes his wind blow, and the 

waters flow. 
19 He declares his word to Jacob, 

his statutes and ordinances to 
Israel. 

20 He has not dealt thus with any other 
nation; 

they do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the LORD ! 

148 Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD from the 

heavens, 
praise him in the heights! 

2 Praise him, all his angels, 
praise him, all his host! 

3 Praise him, sun and moon, 
praise him, all you shining stars! 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens, 
and you waters above the heavens! 

s Let them praise the name of the 
LORD! 

For he corrunanded and they were 
created. 

6 And he established them for ever and 
ever; 

he fixed their bounds which can
not be passed.J 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
J Or he sec a law which ca11not pass away 

you sea monsters and all deeps, 
R fire and hail, snow and frost, 

stormy wind fulfilling his com
mand! 

9 Mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars! 

Io Beasts and all cattle, 
creeping things and flying birds! 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
princes and all rulers of the earth! 

12 Young men and maidens together, 
old men and children! 

u Let them praise the name of the 
LORD, 

for his name alone is exalted; 
his glory is above earth and heaven. 

14 He has raised up a horn for his peo
ple, 

praise for all his saints, 
for the people of Israel who are 

near to him. 
Praise the LORD ! 

149 Praise the LORD! 
Sing to the LORD a new song, 

his praise in the assembly of the 
faithful! 

2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker, 
let the sons of Zion rejoice in their 

King! 
3 Let them praise his name with 

dancing, 
making melody to him with tim

brel and lyre! 
4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his 

people; 
he adorns the humble with vic

tory. 
5 I.et the faithful exult in glory; 

let them sing for joy on their 
couches. 

6 Let the high praises of God be in 
their throats 

and two-edged swords in their 
hands, 

7 to wreak vengeance on the nations 
and chastisement on the peoples, 

R to bind their kings with chains 
and their nobles with fetters of 

iron, 
9 to execute on them the judgment 

written! 
This is glory for all his faithful 

ones. 
Praise the LORD ! 



PSALMS 150 558 

150 Praise the LORD ! 
Praise God in his sanctuary ; 

praise him in his mighty firma-
ment! 

2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
praise him according to his ex

ceeding greatness! 

3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 

"Praise the LoRD" 
praise him with lute and harp! 

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; 
praise him with strings and pipe! 

5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
praise him with loud clashing cym

bals! 
6 Let everything that breathes praise 

the LORD! 
Praise the LORD ! 



THE PROVERBS 

1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of 
David, king of Israel: 

2 That men may know wisdom and 
instruction, 

understand words of insight, 
.1 receive instruction in wise dealing, 

righteousness, justice, and equity; 
4 that prudence may be given to the 

simple, 
knowledge and discretion to the 

youth-
s the wise man also may hear and 

increase in learning, 
and the man of understanding 

acquire skill, 
6 to understand a proverb and a 

figure, 
the words of the wise and their 

riddles. 

7 The fear of the LORD is the begin
ning of knowledge; 

fools despise wisdom and m
struction. 

H Hear, my son, your father's m
struction, 

and reject not your mother's 
teaching; 

9 for they are a fair garland for your 
head, 

and pendants for your neck. 
111 My son, if sinners entice you, 

do not consent. 
11 If they say, "Come with us, let us 

lie in wait for blood, 
let us wantonly ambush the in

nocent; 
12 like Sheol let us swallow them alive 

and whole, like those who go 
down to the Pit; 

n we shall find all precious goods, 
we shall fill our houses with spoil ; 

14 throw in your lot among us, 
we will all have one purse"-

15 my son, do not walk in the way with 
them, 

hold back your foot from their 
paths; 

11 Heb uncertain b Heb Turn ('Heb spin.I 
1.20-21: Prov 8.1-3. 

16 for their feet run to evil, 
and they make haste to shed 

blood. 
l 7 For in vain is a net spread 

in the sight of any bird ; 
18 but these men lie in wait for their 

own blood, 
they set an ambush for their own 

lives. 
19 Such are the ways of all who get 

gain by violence; 
it takes away the life of its pos

sessors. 

20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street; 
in the markets she raises her voice; 

21 on the top of the walls" she cries 
out; 

at the entrance of the city gates 
she speaks: 

22 "How long, 0 simple ones, will you 
love being simple? 

How long will scoffers delight in 
their scoffing 

and fools hate knowledge? 
2.1 Give heed'' to my reproof; 

behold, I will pour out my thoughts'' 
to you; 

I will make my words known to 
you. 

24 Because I have called and you re
fused to listen, 

have stretched out my hand and 
no one has heeded, 

25 and you have ignored all my counsel 
and would have none of my re

proof, 
26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 

I will mock when panic strikes 
you, 

21 when panic strikes you like a storm, 
and your calamity comes like a 

whirlwind, 
when distress and anguish come 

upon you. 
28 Then they will call upon me, but I 

will not answer ; 
they will seek me diligently but 

will not find me. 
29 Because they hated knowledge 
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and delight in the perverseness 

of evil; 
and did not choose the fear of the 

LORD, 
30 would have none of my counsel, 

and despised all my reproof, 
.11 therefore they shall eat the fruit of 

their way 
and be sated with their own de

vices. 
32 For the simple are killed by their 

turning away, 
and the complacence of fools de

stroys them; 
33 but he who listens to me will dwell 

secure 
and will be at ease, without dread 

of evil." 

2 My son, if you receive my words 
and treasure up my command

ments with you, 
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom 

and inclining your heart to un
derstanding; 

3 yes, if you cry out for insight 
and raise your voice for under

standing, 
4 if you seek it like silver 

and search for it as for hidden 
treasures; 

s then you will understand the fear of 
the LORD 

and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge 
and understanding; 

7 he stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright; 

he is a shield to those who walk 
in integrity, 

8 guarding the paths of justice 
and preserving the way of his 

saints. 
9 Then you will understand right

eousness and justice 
and equity, every good path; 

10 for wisdom will come into your 
heart, 

and knowledge will be pleasant 
to your soul; 

11 discretion will watch over you; 
understanding will guard you ; 

12 delivering you from the way of 
evil, 

from men of perverted speech, 
13 who forsake the paths of uprightness 

to walk in the ways of darkness, 
14 who rejoice in doing evil 

IS men whose paths are crooked, 
and who are devious in their ways. 

16 You will be saved from the loose" 
woman, 

from the adventuress' with her 
smooth words, 

11 who fors~.kes the companion of her 
youth 

and forgets the covenant of her 
God; 

18 for her house sinks down to death, 
and her paths to the shades; 

19 none who go to her come back 
nor do they regain the paths of 

life. 

20 So you will walk in the way of good 
men 

and keep to the paths of the 
righteous. 

21 For the upright will inhabit the land, 
and men of integrity will rerr:ain 

in it; 
22 but the wicked will be cut off from 

the land, 
and the treacherous will be rooted 

out of it. 

3 My son, do not forget my teaching, 
but let your heart keep my com

mandments; 
2 for length of days and years of life 

and abundant welfare will they 
give you. 

3 Let not loyalty and faithfulness 
forsake you; 

bind them about your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your 

heart. 
4 So you will find favor and good re

pute/ 
in the sight of God and man. 

S Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart, 

and do not rely on your own in
sight. 

6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your 

paths. 
7 Be not wise in your own eyes; 

fear the LORD, and turn away from 
evil. 

11 Heb slrange " Heb foreign woman f Cn: Heb UTldr!ntandirig 
3.4: Rom 12.17. 3.7: Rom 12.16. 
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H It will be healing to your flesh 9 

and refreshmenth to your bones. 

Y Honor the LORD with your substance 
and with the first fruits of all your 

produce; 
10 then your barns will be filled with 

plenty, 
and your vats will be bursting 

with wine. 

11 My son, do not despise the LoRD's 
discipline 

or be weary of his reproof, 
12 for the LORD reproves him whom 

he loves, 
as a father the son in whom he 

delights. 

13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, 
and the man who gets under

standing, 
14 for the gain from it is better than 

gain from silver 
and its profit better than gold. 

15 She is more precious than jewels, 
and nothing you desire can com

pare with her. 
16 Long life is in her right hand; 

in her left hand are riches and 
honor. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace. 

l 8 She is a tree of life to those who lay 
hold of her; 

those who hold her fast are called 
happy. 

19 The LORD by wisdom founded the 
earth; 

by understanding he established 
the heavens; 

20 by his knowledge the deeps broke 
forth, 

and the clouds drop down the dew. 

21 My son, keep sound wisdom and 
discretion; 

let them not escape from your 
sight,1 

22 and they will be life for your soul 
and adornment for your neck. 

23 Then you will walk on your way 
securely 

and your foot will not stumble. 

24 If you sit down,J you will not be 
afraid; 

when you lie down, your sleep 
will be sweet. 

25 Do not be afraid of sudden panic, 
or of the ruink of the wicked, 

when it comes; 
26 for the LORD will be your confidence 

and will keep your foot from 
being caught. 

27 Do not withhold good from those to 
whom it1 is due, 

when it is in your power to do it. 

28 Do not say to your neighbor, "Go, 
and come again, 

tomorrow I will give it"-when 
you have it with you. 

29 Do not plan evil against your neigh
bor 

who dwells trustingly beside you. 
30 Do not contend with a man for no 

reason, 
when he has done you no harm. 

31 Do not envy a man of violence 
and do not choose any of his 

ways; 
32 for the perverse man is an abomi

nation to the LORD, 
but the upright are in his confi

dence. 
33 The LORD'S curse is on the house of 

the wicked, 
but he blesses the abode of the 

righteous. 
34 Toward the scorners he is scornful, 

but to the humble he shows favor. 
35 The wise will inherit honor, 

but fools get"' disgrace. 

4 Hear, 0 sons, a father's instruc
tion, 

and be attentive, that you may 
gain" insight; 

2 for I give you good precepts: 
do not forsake my teaching. 

3 When I was a son with my father, 
tender, the only one in the sight 

of my mother, 
4 he taught me, and said to me, 

"Let your heart hold fast my words; 
keep my commandments, and live; 

5 do not forget, and do not tum away 
from the words of my mouth. 

Get wisdom; get insight. 0 

r Heb ,,avd " Or medicine i Reversing the order of the clauses J Gk: Heb lie down k Heb storm 
Heb Do rwt withhold good from its owners '" Cn: Heb exalt n Heb know 

0 Reversing the order of I.he lines 
3.11-12: Heb 12.5-6. 3.34 (Gk): Jes 4.6; l Pet 5.5. 
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6 Do not forsake her, and she will 

keep you; 
love her, and she will guard you. 

7 The beginning of wisdom is this : 
Get wisdom, 

and whatever you get, get insight. 
8 Prize her highly,,, and she will exalt 

you; 
she will honor you if you embrace 

her. 
Y She will place on your head a fair 

garland; 
she will bestow on you a beautiful 

crown." 

10 Hear, my son, and accept my words, 
that the years of your life may be 

many. 
11 I have taught you the way of wis

dom; 
I have led you in the paths of 

uprightness. 
12 When you walk, your step will not 

be hampered; 
and if you run, you will not 

stumble. 
13 Keep hold of instruction, do not let 

go; 
guard her, for she is your life. 

14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, 
and do not walk in the way of evil 

men. 
15 Avoid it; do not go on it; 

turn away from it and pass on. 
16 For they cannot sleep unless they 

have done wrong; 
they are robbed of sleep unless they 

have made some one stumble. 
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness 

and drink the wine of violence. 
18 But the path of the righteous is like 

the light of dawn, 
which shines brighter and brighter 

until full day. 
I Y The way of the wicked is like deep 

darkness; 
they do not know over what they 

stumble. 

20 My son, be attentive to my words; 
incline your ear to my sayings. 

21 Let them not escape from your sight; 
keep them within your heart. 

22 For they are life to him who finds 
them, 

and healing to all his flesh. 

23 Keep your hean with all vigilance; 
for from it flow the springs of life. 

24 Put away from you crooked speech, 
and put devious talk far from you. 

25 Let your eyes look directly forward, 
and your gaze be straight before 

you. 
26 Take heed toq the path of your feet, 

then all your ways will be sure. 
27 Do not swerve to the right or to the 

left; 
turn your foot away from evil. 

5 My son, be attentive to my wis
dom, 

incline your ear to my under
standing; 

2 that you may keep discretion, 
and your lips may guard knowl

edge. 
3 For the lips of a loose woman drip 

honey, 
and her speechr is smoother than 

oil; 
4 but in the end she is bitter as worm

wood, 
sharp as a two-edged sword. 

5 Her feet go down to death; 
her steps follow the path cos Sheol ; 

6 she does not take heed to 1 the path of 
life; 

her ways wander, and she does not 
know it. 

7 And now, 0 sons, listen to me, 
and do not depart from the words 

of my mouth. 
8 Keep your way far from her, 

and do not go near the door of her 
house; 

9 lest you give your honor to others 
and your years to the merciless; 

10 lest strangers take their fill of your 
strength," 

and your labors go to the house of 
an alien; 

11 and at the end of your life you groan, 
when your flesh and body are con

sumed, 
12 and you say, "How I hated discipline, 

and my hean despised reproof! 
13 I did not listen to the voice of my 

teachers 
or incline my ear to my instructors. 

14 I was at the point of utter ruin 
in the assembled congregation." 

P The meaning of the Hebrew is uncercain 'I The meaning of the Hebrew word is unccnaio 
,. Heb pa/are s Heb lay hold of t The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain " Or wt!alth 
4.28 (Gk): Heb 12.13. 



Idleness and lies 563 PROVERBS 6 
1s Drink water from your own cistern, 

flowing water from your own well. 
16 Should your springs be scattered 

abroad, 
streams of water in the streets? 

11 Let them be for yourself alone, 
and not for strangers with you. 

18 Let your fountain be blessed, 
and rejoice in the wife of your 

youth, 
19 a lovely hind, a graceful doe. 

Let her affection fill you at all times 
with delight, 

be infatuated always with her love. 
20 Why should you be infatuated, 

my son, with a loose woman 
and embrace the bosom of an ad

venturess? 
21 For a man's ways are before the eyes 

of the LORD, 
and he watches v all his paths. 

22 The iniquities of the wicked ensnare 
him, 

and he is caught in the toils of his 
sin. 

23 He dies for lack of discipline, 
and because of his great folly he is 

lost. 

6 My son, if you have become surety 
for your neighbor, 

have given your pledge for a 
stranger; 

~ if you are snared in the utterance of 
your lips,w 

caught in the words of your mouth; 
3 then do this, my son, and save your

self, 
for you have come into your 

neighbor's power: 
go, hasten,x and importune your 

neighbor. 
4 Give your eyes no sleep 

and your eyelids no slumber; 
S save yourself like a gazelle from the 

hunter,Y 
like a bird from the hand of the 

fowler. 

6 Go to the ant, 0 sluggard; 
consider her ways, and be wise. 

7 Without having any chief, 
officer or ruler, 

8 she prepares her food in summer, 
and gathers her sustenance m 

harvest. 

9 How long will you lie there, 0 slug
gard? 

When will you arise from your sleep? 
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, 

a little folding of the hands to rest, 
11 and poverty will come upon you like 

a vagabond, 
and want like an armed man. 

12 A worthless person, a wicked man, 
goes about with crooked speech, 

13 winks with his eyes, scrapes z with 
his feet, 

points with his finger, 
14 with perverted heart devises evil, 

continually sowing discord; 
IS therefore calamity will come upon 

him suddenly; 
in a moment he will be broken be

yond healing. 

16 There are six things which the LORD 
hates, 

seven which are an abomination to 
him: 

17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
and hands that shed innocent 

blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked plans, 

feet that make haste to run to evil, 
19 a false witness who breathes out lies, 

and a man who sows discord among 
brothers. 

20 My son, keep your father's com
mandment, 

and forsake not your mother's 
teaching. 

21 Bind them upon your heart always; 
tie them about your neck. 

22 When you walk, they" will lead you; 
when you lie down, they• will 

watch over you; 
and when you awake, they" will 

talk with you. 
23 For the commandment is a lamp and 

the teaching a light, 
and the reproofs of discipline are 

the way of life, 
24 to preserve you from the evil woman, 

from the smooth tongue of the ad
venturess. 

25 Do not desire her beauty in your 
heart, 

and do not let her capture you with 
her eyelashes; 

'' The meaning of the Hebrew word ts uncenain 
,~' ij~b ~mpa.re Gk Syr: Heb the words of your mouth .r Or humble yourself -" Cn: Heb hand z Or taps 



PROVERBS 6 564 Warning against adultery 
26 for a harlot may be hired for a loaf of H passing along the street near her 

bread, 1' corner, 
but an adulteress•· stalks a man's taking the road to her house 

very life. 9 in the twilight, in the evening, 
27 Can a man carry fire in his bosom at the time of night and darkness. 

and his clothes not be burned? 
2H Or can one walk upon hot coals 

and his feet not be scorched? 
29 So is he who goes in to his neigh

bor's wife; 
none who touches her will go un

punished. 
30 Do not men despise'' a thief if he 

steals 
to satisfy his appetite when he is 

hungry? 
31 And if he is caught, he will pay seven

fold; 
he will give all the goods of his 

house. 
32 He who commits adultery has no 

sense; 
he who does it destroys himself. 

JJ Wounds and dishonor will he get, 
and his disgrace will not be wiped 

away. 
J4 For jealousy makes a man furious, 

and he will not spare when he takes 
revenge. 

JS He will accept no compensation, 
nor be appeased though you mul

tiply gifts. 

7 My son, keep my words 
and treasure up my command

ments with you; 
2 keep my commandments and live, 

keep my teachings as the apple of 
your eye; 

J bind them on your fingers, 
write them on the tablet of your 

heart. 
4 Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," 

and call insight your intimate 
friend; 

s to preserve you from the loose 
woman, 

from the adventuress with her 
smooth words. 

6 For at the window of my house 
I have looked out through my lat

tice, 
7 and I have seen among the simple, 

I have perceived among the youths, 
a young man without sense, 

10 And lo, a woman meets him, 
dressed as a harlot, wily of hean. ,. 

11 She is loud and wayward, 
her feet do not stay at home; 

12 now in the street, now in the market, 
and at every corner she lies in wait. 

13 She seizes him and kisses him, 
and with impudent face she says 

to him: 
14 "I had to offer sacrifices, 

and today I have paid my vows; 
IS so now I have come out to meet you, 

to seek you eagerly, and I have 
found you. 

16 I ha".e decked my couch with cover-
mgs, 

colored spreads of Egyptian linen; 
17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, 

aloes, and cinnamon. 
18 Come, let us take our fill of love rill 

morning; 
let us delight ourselves with love. 

I 9 For my husband is not at home; 
he has gone on a long journey; 

20 he took a bag of money with him; 
at full moon he will come home." 

21 With much seductive speech she 
persuades him; 

with her smooth talk she compels 
him. 

22 All at once he follows her, 
as an ox goes to the slaughter, 

or as a stag is caught fast! 
23 till an arrow pierces its entrails; 

as a bird rushes into a snare; 
he does not know that it will cost 

him his life. 

24 And now, 0 sons, listen to me, 
and be attentive to the words of my 

mouth. 
25 Let not your heart turn aside to her 

ways, 
do not stray into her paths; 

26 for many a victim has she laid low; 
yea, all her slain are a mighty host. 

27 Her house is the way to Sheol, 
going down to the chambers of 

death. 
b Cn Compare Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb for because of a hadot to a pi-ece of brt•ad r- Heb a mat1's wife 
d Or Men do not despise " The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
I Cn Compare Gk: Heb uncertain 



Eternity of wisdom 565 PROVERBS 9 

8 Does not wisdom call, 
does not understanding raise her 

voice? 
~ On the heights beside the way, 

in the paths she takes her stand; 
! beside the gates in front of the town, 

at the entrance of the portals she 
cries aloud : 

~ "To you, 0 men, I call, 
and my cry is to the sons of men. 

' O simple ones, learn prudence; 
0 foolish men, pay attention. 

''Hear, for I will speak noble things, 
and from my lips will come what is 

right; 
7 for my mouth will utter truth; 

wickedness is an abomination to 
my lips. 

x All the words of my mouth are right
eous; 

there is nothing twisted or crooked 
in chem. 

" They are all straight co him who 
understands 

and right to those who find knowl
edge. 

111 Take my instruction instead of silver, 
and knowledge rather than choice 

gold; 
11 for wisdom is better than jewels, 

and all chat you may desire cannot 
compare with her. 

12 I, wisdom, dwell in prudence," 
and I find knowledge and discre

tion. 
IJ The fear of the LORD is hatred of 

evil. 
Pride and arrogance and the way of 

evil 
and perverted speech I hate. 

" I have counsel and sound wisdom, 
I have insight, I have strength. 

11 Ry me kings reign, 
and rulers decree what is just; 

1° by me princes rule, 
and nobles govern" the earth. 

17 I love those who love me, 
and those who seek me diligencly 

find me. 
ix Riches and honor are with me, 

enduring wealch and prosperity. 
19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine 

gold, 
and my yield than choice silver. 

20 I walk in the way of righteousness, 
in the paths of justice, 

21 endowing with wealch chose who love 
me, 

and filling their treasuries. 

22 The LORD created me at the begin
ning of his work,' 

the first of his acts of old. 
n Ages ago I was set up, 

ac the first, before the beginning of 
the earth. 

24 When there were no depths I was 
brought forth, 

when there were no springs 
abounding with water. 

25 Before the mountains had been 
shaped, 

before the hills, I was brought 
forth; 

26 before he had made the earth with its 
fields,J 

or the first of the duscJ of the world. 
27 When he established the heavens, 

I was there, 
when he drew a circle on the face 

of the deep, 
2B when he made firm the skies above, 

when he establishedJ the fountains 
of the deep, 

29 when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
so chat the waters might not trans

gress his command, 
when he marked out the foundations 

of the earth, 
30 then I was beside him, like a master 

workman;1 

and I was daily his"' delight, 
rejoicing before him always, 

31 rejoicing in his inhabited world 
and delighting in the sons of men. 

32 And now, my sons, listen co me: 
happy are those who keep my ways. 

H Hear instruction and be wise, 
and do not neglect it. 

34 Happy is the man who listens to me, 
watching daily ac my gates, 
waiting beside my doors. 

35 For he who finds me finds life 
and obtains favor from the LORD; 

.16 but he who misses me injures him
self; 

all who hate me love death." 

9 Wisdom has builc her house, 
she has sec up" her seven pillars. 

2 She has slaughtered her beasts, 

'1 Heb ·.>bscurc 11 Gk: Heb all 1he gmirrnors of i Heb way J The meaning of the Hebrew is uncenain 
1 Anmhcr reading is /iule child m Gk: Heb lacks his 11 Gk Syr Tg: Heb hewn 
8. 1-3: Prov 1.20-21. 



PROVERBS 9 566 Wisdom and a foolish woman 
that her guests are in the depths of 

Sheol. 
she has mixed her wine, 

she has also set her table. 
_1 She has sent out her maids to call 

from the highest places in the town, 
4 "Whoever is simple, let him turn in 

here!" 
To him who is without sense she 

says, 
5 "Come, eat of my bread 

and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6 Leave simpleness," and live, 

and walk in the way of insight." 

7 He who corrects a scoffer gets him
self abuse, 

and he who reproves a wicked man 
incurs injury. 

8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will 
hate you; 

reprove a wise man, and he will 
love you. 

9 Give instructionP to a wise man, 
and he will be still wiser; 

teach a righteous man and he will 
increase in learning. 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom, 

and the knowledge of the Holy One 
is insight. 

11 For by me your days will be multi
plied, 

and years will be added to your life. 
12 If you are wise, you are wise for your

self; 
if you scoff, you alone will bear it. 

1.1 A foolish woman is noisy; 
she is wantonq and knows no 

shame." 
14 She sits at the door of her house, 

she takes a seat on the high places 
of the town, 

is calling to those who pass by, 
who are going straight on their 

way, 
16 "Whoever is simple, let him turn in 

here!'' 
And to him who is without sense 

she says, 
17 "Stolen water is sweet, 

and bread eaten in secret is pleas
ant." 

18 But he does not know that the dead·' 
are there, 

10 The proverbs of Solomon. 

A wise son makes a glad father, 
but a foolish son is a sorrow to his 

mother. 
2 Treasures gained by wickedness do 

not profit, 
but righteousness delivers from 

death. 
J The LORD does not let the righteous 

go hungry, 
but he thwarts the craving of the 

wicked. 
4 A slack hand causes poverty, 

but the hand of the diligent makes 
rich. 

s A son who gathers in summer is 
prudent, 

but a son who sleeps in harvest 
brings shame. 

6 Blessings are on the head of the 
righteous, 

but the mouth of the wicked con
ceals violence. 

7 The memory of the righteous is a 
blessing, 

but the name of the wicked will rot. 
8 The wise of heart will heed com

mandments, 
but a prating fool will come to ruin. 

9 He who walks in integrity walks 
securely, 

but he who perverts his ways will 
be found out. 

10 He who winks the eye causes trouble, 
but he who boldly reproves makes 

peace. 1 

11 The mouth of the righteous is a foun
tain of life, 

but the mouth of the wicked con
ceals violence. 

12 Hatred stirs up strife, 
but love covers all offenses. 

LI On the lips of him who has under
standing wisdom is found, 

but a rod is for the back of him who 
lacks sense. 

14 Wise men lay up knowledge, 
but the babbling of a fool brings 

ruin near. 
is A rich man's wealth is his strong city; 

u Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb simple 011.:s 'J Heb lacks im1rr1e1ion 
'~ Cn Compare Syr Vg: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
1 Gk Syr: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain s Heb shades 
1 Gk: Heb bu1 a prcui11g fool will come 10 ruin 
10.12: )as 5.20; I Pet 4.8. 



The upright and the wicked 567 PROVERBS 11 
the poverty of the poor is their 

rum. 
16 The wage of the righteous leads to 

life, 
the gain of the wicked to sin. 

I 7 He who heeds instruction is on the 
path to life, 

but he who rejects reproof goes 
astray. 

IR He who conceals hatred has lying lips, 
and he who utters slander is a fool. 

I'! When words are many, transgression 
is not lacking, 

but he who restrains his lips is 
prudent. 

20 The tongue of the righteous is choice 
silver; 

the mind of the wicked is of little 
worth. 

21 The lips of the righteous feed many, 
but fools die for lack of sense. 

22 The blessing of the LORD makes 
rich, 

and he adds no sorrow with it." 
23 It is like sport to a fool to do wrong, 

but wise conduct is pleasure to a 
man of understanding. 

24 What the wicked dreads will come 
upon him, 

but the desire of the righteous will 
be granted. 

25 When the tempest passes, the wicked 
1s no more, 

but the righteous is established for 
ever. 

26 Like vinegar to the teeth, and smoke 
to the eyes, 

so is the sluggard to those who send 
him. 

21 The fear of the LORD prolongs life, 
but the years of the wicked will be 

short. 
2R The hope of the righteous ends in 

gladness, 
but the expectation of the wicked 

comes to nought. 
29 The LORD is a stronghold to him 

whose way is upright, 
but destruction to evildoers. 

.10 The righteous will never be removed, 
but the wicked will not dwell in the 

land. 
. 11 The mouth of the righteous brings 

forth wisdom, 
but the perverse tongue will be cut 

off. 
12 The lips of the righteous know what 

is acceptable, 
11 Or and toil adds no1hing to it 

but the mouth of the wicked, 
what is perverse. 

11 A false balance is an abomination 
to the LORD, 

but a just weight is his delight. 
2 When pride comes, then comes dis

grace; 
but with the humble is wisdom. 

J The integrity of the upright guides 
them, 

but the crookedness of the treach
erous destroys them. 

4 Riches do not profit in the day of 
wrath, 

but righteousness delivers from 
death. 

s The righteousness of the blameless 
keeps his way straight, 

but the wicked falls by his own 
wickedness. 

6 The righteousness of the upright de
livers them, 

but the treacherous are taken cap
tive by their lust. 

7 When the wicked dies, his hope 
perishes, 

and the expectation of the godless 
comes to nought. 

8 The righteous is delivered from 
trouble, 

and the wicked gets into it in
stead. 

9 With his mouth the godless man 
would destroy his neighbor, 

but by knowledge the righteous are 
delivered. 

10 When it goes well with the righteous, 
the city rejoices; 

and when the wicked perish there 
are shouts of gladness. 

11 By the blessing of the upright a city 
is exalted, 

but it is overthrown by the mouth 
of the wicked. 

12 He who belittles his neighbor lacks 
sense, 

but a man of understanding re
mains silent. 

IJ He who goes about as a talebearer re
veals secrets, 

but he who is trustworthy in spirit 
keeps a thing hidden . 

14 Where there is no guidance, a people 
falls; 

but in an abundance of counselors 
there is safety. 

IS He who gives surety for a stranger 
will smart for it, 



PROVERBS 11 568 The upright and the wicked 
but he who hates suretyship is 

secure. 
16 A gracious woman gets honor, 

and violent men get riches. 
17 A man who is kind benefits him

self, 
but a cruel man hurts himself. 

18 A wicked man earns deceptive wages, 
but one who sows righteousness 

gets a sure reward. 
19 He who is steadfast in righteousness 

will live, 
but he who pursues evil will die. 

20 Men of perverse mind are an abom
ination to the LORD, 

but those of blameless ways are his 
delight. 

21 Be assured, an evil man will not go 
unpunished, 

but those who are righteous will be 
delivered. 

22 Like a gold ring in a swine's snout 
is a beautiful woman without dis

cretion. 
23 The desire of the righteous ends only 

in good; 
the expectation of the wicked in 

wrath. 
24 One man gives freely, yet grows all 

the richer; 
another withholds what he should 

give, and only suffers want. 
2s A liberal man will be enriched, 

and one who waters will himself be 
watered. 

26 The people curse him who holds 
back grain, 

but a blessing is on the head of him 
who sells it. 

27 He who diligently seeks good seeks 
favor, 

but evil comes to him who searches 
for it. 

28 He who trusts in his riches will 
wither, 1' 

but the righteous will flourish like 
a green leaf. 

29 He who troubles his household will 
inherit wind, 

and the fool will be servant to the 
wise. 

JO The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life, 

but lawlessness"' takes away lives. 
31 If the righteous is requited on earth, 

how much more the wicked and the 
sinner! 

12 Whoever loves discipline loves 
knowledge, 

but he who hates reproof is stupid. 
2 A good man obtains favor from the 

LORD, 
but a man of evil devices he con

demns. 
3 A man is not established by wicked

ness, 
but the root of the righteous will 

never be moved. 
4 A good wife is the crown of her hus

band, 
but she who brings shame is like 

rottenness in his bones. 
5 The thoughts of the righteous are 

just; 
the counsels of the wicked are 

treacherous. 
6 The words of the wicked lie in wait 

for blood, 
but the mouth of the upright de

livers men. 
7 The wicked are overthrown and are 

no more, 
but the house of the righteous will 

stand. 
8 A man is commended according to his 

good sense, 
but one of perverse mind 1s 

despised. 
9 Better is a man of humble standing 

who works for himself 
than one who plays the great man 

but lacks bread. 
10 A righteous man has regard for the 

life of his beast, 
but the mercy of the wicked is 

cruel. 
11 He who tills his land will have plenty 

of bread, 
but he who follows worthless 

pursuits has no sense. 
12 The strong tower of the wicked comes 

to ruin, 
but the root of the righteous stands 

firm.·" 
13 An evil man is ensnared by the trans

gression of his lips, 
but the righteous escapes from 

trouble. 
14 From the fruit of his words a man is 

satisfied with good, 
and the work of a man's hand 

comes back to him. 
15 The way of a fool is right in his own 

eyes, 
v Cn: Heb fall 11

' Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb a wi.~t· m1J11 r Cn: The Hebrew of verse 12 is obscure 
11.31 (Gk): I Pel 4.18 



The upright and the wicked 569 PROVERBS 13 
but a wise man listens to advice. 

16 The vexation of a fool is known at 
once, 

but the prudent man ignores an 
insult. 

17 He who speaks the truth gives honest 
evidence, 

but a false witness utters deceit. 
18 There is one whose rash words are 

like sword thrusts, 
but the tongue of the wise brings 

healing. 
IY Truthful lips endure for ever, 

but a lying tongue is but for a 
moment. 

20 Deceit is in the heart of those who 
devise evil, 

but those who plan good have joy. 
21 No ill befalls the righteous, 

but the wicked are filled with 
trouble. 

22 Lying lips arc an abomination to the 
LORD, 

but those who act faithfully are his 
delight. 

23 A prudent man conceals his knowl
edge, 

but foolsY proclaim their folly. 
24 The hand of the diligent will rule, 

while the slothful will be put to 
forced labor. 

25 Anxiety in a man's heart weighs him 
Jown, 

but a good word makes him glad. 
26 A righteous man turns away from 

evil,' 
but the way of the wicked leads 

them astray. 
21 A slothful man will not catch his 

prey," 
but the diligent man will get 

precious wealth. b 

2H In the path of righteousness is 
life, 

but the way of error leads to death. r 

13 A wise son hears his father's 
instruction, 

but a scoffer does not listen to re
buke. 

2 From the fruit of his mouth a good 
man eats good, 

but the desire of the treacherous is 
for violence. 

J He who guards his mouth preserves 
his life; 

he who opens wide his lips comes 
to ruin. 

4 The soul of the sluggard craves, 
and gets nothing, 

while the soul of the diligent is 
richly supplied. 

s A righteous man hates falsehood, 
but a wicked man acts shamefully 

and disgracefully. 
6 Righteousness guards him whose way 

is upright, 
but sin overthrows the wicked. 

7 One man pretends to be rich, yet has 
nothing; 

another pretends to be poor, yet 
has great wealth. 

8 The ransom of a man's life is his 
wealth, 

but a poor man has no means of 
redemption. d 

Y The light of the righteous rejoices, 
but the lamp of the wicked will be 

put out. 
10 By insolence the heedless make strife, 

but with those who take advice is 
wisdom. 

11 Wealth hastily gotten' will dwindle, 
but he who gathers little by little 

will increase it. 
12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 

but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 
IJ He who despises the word brings 

destruction on himself, 
but he who respects the command

ment will be rewarded. 
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain 

of life, 
that one may avoid the snares of 

death. 
is Good sense wins favor, 

but the way of the faithless is their 
ruin.I 

16 In everything a prudent man acts 
with knowledge, 

but a fool flaunts his folly. 
17 A bad messenger plunges men into 

trouble, 
but a faithful envoy brings healing. 

18 Poverty and disgrace come to him 
who ignores instruction, 

but he who hP.eds reproof is 
honored. 

19 A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul; 
but to turn away from evil is an 

abomination to fools. 

Y Heb 1he heart of fools z Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
11 Cn Compare Gk Syr: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
'
1 Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain r. Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

(/ Cn: Heb does not hear rebuke e Gk Vg: Heb/rom vanity 1 Cn Compare Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb is endu,-ing 
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20 He who walks with wise men becomes 

wise, 
but the companion of fools will 

suffer harm. 
21 Misfortune pursues sinners, 

but prosperity rewards the right
eous. 

22 A good man leaves an inheritance to 
his children's children, 

but the sinner's wealth is laid up 
for the righteous. 

2.\ The fallow ground of the poor yields 
much food, 

but it is swept away through in
justice. 

24 He who spares the rod hates his son, 
but he who loves him is diligent to 

discipline him. 
25 The righteous has enough to satisfy 

his appetite, 
but the belly of the wicked suffers 

want. 

14 Wisdom'' builds her house, 
but folly with her own hands 

tears it down. 
2 He who walks in uprightness fears the 

LORD, 
but he who is devious in his ways 

despises him . 
. I The talk of a fool is a rod for his 

back," 
but the lips of the wise will pre

serve them. 
4 Where t.here are no oxen, there is no' 

gram; 
bur abundant crops come by the 

strength of the ox. 
s A faithful witness does not lie, 

bur a false witness breathes out lies. 
6 A scoffer seeks wisdom in vain, 

but knowledge is easy for a man of 
understanding. 

7 Leave the presence of a fool, 
for there you do not meet words of 

knowledge. 
8 The wisdom of a prudent man is to 

discern his way, 
but the folly of fools is deceiving. 

9 God scorns the wicked/ 
but the upright enjoy his favor. 

10 The heart knows its own bitterness, 
and no stranger shares its joy. 

11 The house of the wicked will be de
stroyed, 

but the tent of the upright will 
flourish. 

12 There is a way which seems right to a 
man, 

but its end is the way to death. 1· 

13 Even in laughter the heart is sad, 
and the end of joy is grief. 

14 A perverse man will be filled with the 
fruit of his ways, 

and a good man with the fruit of 
his deeds.I 

15 The simple believes everything, 
but the prudent looks where he is 

going. 
16 A wise man is cautious and turns 

away from evil, 
but a fool throws off restraint and 

is careless. 
17 A man of quick temper acts fool

ishly, 
but a man of discretion is patient."' 

18 The simple acquire folly, 
but the prudent are crowned with 

knowledge. 
19 The evil bow down before the good, 

the wicked at the gates of the 
righteous. 

20 The poor is disliked even by his 
neighbor, 

but the rich has many friends. 
21 He who despises his neighbor is a 

sinner, 
but happy is he who is kind to the 

poor. 
22 Do they not err that devise evil? 

Those who devise good meet 
loyalty and faithfulness. 

23 In all toil there is profit, 
but mere talk tends only to want. 

24 The crown of the wise is their wis
dom," 

but folly is the garland" of fools. 
25 A truthful witness saves lives, 

but one who utters lies is a be
trayer. 

26 In the fear of the LORD one has strong 
confidence, 

and his children will have a refuge. 
27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of 

life, 
that one may avoid the snares of 

death. 
2~ In a multitude of people is the glo.ry 

of a king, 
but without people a prince is 

ruined. 
29 He who is slow to anger has great 

understanding, 
fl Heb Wisdom of womrn 11 Cn: Heb a rnd of pride 1 Cn: Heb a mauger of J Cn: Heb obscure 
A Heb ways of death 1 Cn: Heb from 11pm1 him 111 Gk: Heb JS haud 11 Cn Compare Gk: Heb ri-ches 
" Cn: Heb folly 
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but he who has a hasty temper 

exalts folly. 
30 A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh, 

but passion makes the bones rot. 
31 He who oppresses a poor man insults 

his Maker, 
but he who is kind to the needy 

honors him. 
. \2 The wicked is overthrown through 

his evil-doing, 
but the righteous finds refuge 

through his integrity.P 
. 1.1 Wisdom abides in the mind of a man 

of understanding, 
but it is not'' known in the heart of 

fools. 
.14 Righteousness exalts a nation, 

but sin is a reproach to any people. 
35 A servant who deals wisely has the 

king's favor, 
but his wrath falls on one who acts 

shamefully. 

15 A soft answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise dispenses 
knowledge,' 

but the mouths of fools pour out 
folly. 

3 The eyes of the LORD are in every 
place, 

keeping watch on the evil and the 
good. 

4 A gentle tongue is a tree of life, 
hut perverseness in it breaks the 

spirit. 
5 A foo_l despises his father's instruc

tion, 
but he who heeds admonition is 

prudent. 
h In the house of the righteous there is 

much treasure, 
but trouble befalls the income of 

the wicked. 
7 The lips of the wise spread knowl

edge; 
not ~o the minds of fools. 

x The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the LORD, 

hut the prayer of the upright is his 
delight. 

'' The way of the wicked is an abomina
tion to the LORD, 

but he loves him who pursues 
righteousness. 

Io There is severe discipline for him 
who forsakes the way; 

he who hates reproof will die. 

11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before 
the LORD, 

how much more the hearts of men! 
12 A scoffer does not like to be reproved; 

he will not go to the wise. 
13 A glad heart makes a cheerful 

countenance, 
but by sorrow of heart the spirit is 

broken . 
14 The mind of him who has under

standing seeks knowledge, 
but the mouths of fools feed on 

folly . 
JS All the days of the afflicted are evil, 

but a cheerful heart has a continual 
feast. 

16 Better is a little with the fear of the 
LORD 

than great treasure and trouble 
with it. 

17 Better is a dinner of herbs where love 
is 

than a fatted ox and hatred with it. 
18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, 

but he who is slow to anger quiets 
contention. 

19 The way of a sluggard is overgrown 
with thorns, 

but the path of the upright is a level 
highway. 

20 A wise son makes a glad father, 
but a foolish man despises his 

mother. 
21 Folly is a joy to him who has no sense, 

but a man of understanding walks 
aright. 

22 Without counsel plans go wrong, 
but with many advisers they suc

ceed. 
2.1 To make an apt answer is a joy to a 

man, 
and a word in season, how good 

it is! 
24 The wise man's path leads upward to 

life, 
that he may avoid Sheol beneath. 

2s The LORD tears down the house of 
the proud, 

but maintains the widow's bound
aries. 

26 The thoughts of the wicked are an 
abomination to the LORD, 

the words of the pure arc pleasing 
to him.·' 

27 He who is greedy for unjust gain 
makes trouble for his household, 

but he who hates bribes will live. 
~ <;Jk ~yr: Heb 111 Ji/, dt>"th r; Gk Syr: Heb lacks 1101 r Cn: Heb make1 k110wl~'dgl' good 

( .n Compare Gk: Heb pleasant wMd.~ w·l· purl' 
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28 The mind of the righteous 

how to answer, 

572 Concerning life and conduct 
ponders 12 It is an abomination to kings to do 

bur the mouth of the wicked pours 
out evil things. 

29 The LORD is far from the wicked, 
but he hears the prayer of the 

righteous. 
30 The light of the eyes rejoices the 

heart, 
and good news refreshes' the 

evil, 
for the throne is established by 

righteousness. 
13 Righteous lips are the delight of a 

king, 
and he loves him who speaks what 

is right. 
14 A king's wrath is a messenger ol 

death, 
bones. 

.11 He whose ear heeds 
and a wise man will appease it. 

wholesome ad- 15 In the light of a king's face there i' 
monition 

will abide among the wise. 
32 He who ignores instruction despises 

himself, 
but he who heeds admonition gains 

understanding. 
.13 The fear of the LORD is instruction in 

wisdom, 
and humility goes before honor. 

life, 
and his favor is like the clouds that 

bring the spring rain. 
16 To get wisdom is better" than gold; 

to get understanding is to he 
chosen rather than silver. 

17 The highway of the upright turm 
aside from evil; 

he who guards his way preserve> 
his life. 

16 The plans of the mind belong to l K Pride goes before destruction, 
man, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

but the answer of the tongue is 19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with 
from the LORD. the poor 

2 All the ways of a man are pure in his than to divide the spoil with rh, 
own eyes, proud. 

but the LORD weighs the spirit. 20 He who gives heed to the word will 
3 Commit your work to the LORD, prosper, 

and your plans will be established. and happy is he who trusts in th, 
4 The LORD has made everything for its LORD. 

purpose, 21 The wise of heart is called a man ,11 
even the wicked for the day of discernment, 

trouble. and pleasant speech increases per 
s Every one who is arrogant is an suasiveness. 

abomination to the LoRD; 22 Wisdom is a fountain of life to him 
be assured, he will not go unpun- who has it, 

ished. but folly is the chastisement ,,f 
6 By loyalty and faithfulness iniquity is fools. 

atoned for, 2.1 The mind of the wise makes hi' 
and by the fear of rhe LORD a man speech judicious, 

avoids evil. and adds persuasiveness ro ht' 
7 When a man's ways please the LORD, lips. 

he makes even his enemies to be at 24 Pleasant words are like a honevcoml'. 
peace with him. sweetness to the soul and health 1,1 

8 Better is a little with righteousness the body. 
than great revenues with injustice. 25 There is a way which seems right fl1 

9 A man's mind plans his way, a man, 
bur the LORD directs his steps. but its end is the way to death.' 

10 Inspired decisions are on the lips of 26 A worker's appetite works for him; 
a king; his mouth urges him on. 

his mouth does not sin in judg- 27 A worthless man plots evil, 
ment. and his speech is like a scorchini: 

11 A just balance and scales are the fire. 
LoRD's; 28 A perverse man spreads strife, 

all tht> weights in the bag are his and a whisperer separates cl<N' 
work. friends. 

1 Heb makes fat 11 Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb how mruh better 1' Heb ways of death 
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21J A man of violence entices his neigh- 14 The beginning of strife is like letting 

bor out water; 
and leads him in a way that is not so quit before the quarrel breaks 

good. out. 
.111 He who winks his eyes plans w per- 15 He who justifies the wicked and he 

verse things, who condemns the righteous 
he who compresses his lips brings arc both alike an abomination to 

evil to pass. the LORD . 
. II A hoary head is a crown of glory; 16 Why should a fool have a price in his 

it is gained in a righteous life. hand to buy wisdom, 
.12 He who is slow to anger is better than when he has no mind? 

the mighty, 17 A friend loves at all times, 
and he who rules his spirit than he and a brother is born for adversity. 

who takes a city. IHA man without sense gives a pledge, 
.H The lot is cast into the lap, and becomes surety in the presence 

but the decision is wholly from the of his neighbor. 
LORD. 19 He who loves transgression loves 

117 Bette_r is a dry morsel with strife; 
quiet he who makes his door high seeks 

than a house full of feasting with destruction. 
strife. 211 A man of crooked mind does not 

2 A slave who deals wisely will rule over prosper, 
a son who acts shamefully, and one with a perverse tongue falls 

and will share the inheritance as into calamity. 
one of the brothers. 21 A stupid son is a grief to a father; 

.1 The crucible is for silver, and the and the father of a fool has no 
furnace is for gold, joy. 

and the LoRD tries hearts. 22 A cheerful heart is a good medicine, 
4 An evildoer listens to wicked lips; but a downcast spirit dries up the 

and a liar gives heed to a mis- bones. 
chievous tongue. 23 A wicked man accepts a bribe from 

~ He who mocks the poor insults his the bosom 
Maker; to pervert the ways of justice. 

he who is glad at calamity will not 24 A man of understanding sets his face 
go unpunished. toward wisdom, 

' 6 Grandchildren are the crown of the but the eyes of a fool are on the 
aged, ends of the earth. 

and the glory of sons is their 25 A foolish son is a grief to his father 
fathers. and bitterness to her who bore 

7 Fine speech is not becoming to a fool; him. 
still less is false speech to a prince. 26 To impose a fine on a righteous man 

H A bribe is like a magic stone in the is not good; 
eyes of him who gives it; to flog noble men is wrong. 

wherever he turns he prospers. 27 He who restrains his words has 
' 9 He who forgives an offense seeks love, knowledge, 

hut he who repeats a matter and he who has a cool spirit is a 
alienates a friend. man of understanding. 

1 111 A rebuke goes deeper into a man of 2H Even a fool who keeps silent is con-
understanding sidered wise; 

than a hundred blows into a fool. when he closes his lips, he is 
II An evil man seeks only rebellion, deemed intelligent. 

and a cruel messenger will be sent 18 He who is estranged' seeks pre-
against him. texts11 

12 Let a man meet a she-bear robbed of to break out against all sound 
her cubs, judgment. 

rather than a fool in his folly. 2 A fool takes no pleasure m under-
1.1 If a man returns evil for good, standing, 

evil will not depart from his house. but only in expressing his opinion. 
1 111 Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb lo pla11 .r Heb separated Y Gk Vg: Heb desire 
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and those who love it will eat its 

fruits. 
3 When wickedness comes, contempt 

comes also; 
and with dishonor comes disgrace. 

4 The words of a man's mouth are 
deep waters; 

the fountain of wisdom is a gushing 
stream. 

It is not good to be partial to a wicked 
man, 

or to deprive a righteous man of 
justice. 

o A fool's lips bring strife, 
and his mouth invites a flogging. 

7 A fool's mouth is his ruin, 
and his lips are a snare to himself. 

8 The words of a whisperer are like 
delicious morsels; 

they go down into the inner parts 
of the body. 

9 He who is slack in his work 
is a brother to him who destroys. 

10 The name of the LORD is a strong 
tower; 

the righteous man runs into it and 
is safe. 

II A rich man's wealth is his strong city, 
and like a high wall protecting 

him.' 
12 Before destruction a man's heart is 

haughty, 
but humility goes before honor. 

13 If one gives answer before he hears, 
it is his folly and shame. 

14 A man's spirit will endure sickness; 
but a broken spirit who can bear? 

IS An intelligent mind acquires knowl
edge, 

and the ear of the wise seeks 
knowledge. 

lo A man's gift makes room for him 
and brings him before great men. 

17 He who states his case first seems 
right, 

until the other comes and examines 
him. 

18 The lot puts an end to disputes 
and decides between powerful con

tenders. 
19 A brother helped is like a strong city," 

but quarreling is like the bars of a 
castle. 

20 From the fruit of his mouth a man is 
satisfied; 

he is satisfied by the yield of his 
lips. 

21 Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue, 

22 He who finds a wife finds a good 
thing, 

and obtains favor from the LORD. 
23 The poor use entreaties, 

but the rich answer roughly. 
24 There are'' friends who pretend to be 

friends,' 
but there. is a friend who sticks 

closer than a brother. 

19 Better is a poor man who walks 
in his integrity 

than a man who is perverse in 
speech, and is a fqol. 

2 It is not good for a man to be without 
knowledge, 

and he who makes haste with his 
feet misses his way. 

.1 When a man's folly brings his way to 
ruin, 

his heart rages against the LORD. 
4 Wealth brings many new friends, 

but a poor man is deserted by his 
friend. 

S A false witness will not go unpun
ished, 

and he who utters lies will not 
escape. 

0 Many seek the favor of a generou' 
man, 

and every one is a friend to a mun 
who gives gifts. 

7 All a poor man's brothers hate him. 
how much more do his friends go 

far from him ! 
He pursues them with words, bu1 

does not have them." 
8 He who gets wisdom loves himself, 

he who keeps understanding will 
prosper. 

9 A false witness will not go unpun
ished, 

and he who utters lies will perish. 
IO It is not fitting for a fool to live in 

luxury, 
much less for a slave to rule owr 

princes. 
11 Good sense makes a man slow to 

anger, 
and it is his glory to overlook an 

offense. 
12 A king's wrath is like the growling ol 

a lion, 
but his favor is like dew upon th<' 

grass. 
1.1 A foolish son is ruin to his father, 

.: Or in his imaginati011 ° Gk Syr Vg Tg: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
b Syr Tg: Heb A mat1 of ,. Cn Compare Syr Vg Tg: Heb to be: broken d Heb uncertain 
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and a wife's quarreling is a con

tinual dripping of rain. 
14 House and wealth are inherited from 

fathers, 
bur a prudent wife is from che 

LORD. 
15 Slochfulness cases into a deep sleep, 

and an idle person will suffer 
hunger. 

16 He who keeps che commandment 
keeps his life ; 

he who despises the word' will die. 
17 He who is kind co che poor lends co 

che LORD, 
and he will repay him for his deed. 

18 Discipline your son while there is 
hope; 

do nor sec your heart on his de
struction. 

19 A man of great wrath will pay the 
penalty; 

for if you deliver him, you will only 
have to do ic again.I 

20 Listen to advice and accept instruc
tion, 

that you may gain wisdom for che 
future. 

21 Many are the plans in the mind of a 
man, 

bur it is the purpose of the LORD 
that will be established. 

22 Whac is desired in a man is loyalty, 
and a poor man is better than a liar. 

2.l The fear of the LORD leads to life ; 
and he who has it rests satisfied; 
he will not be visited by harm. 

24 The sluggard buries his hand in the 
dish, 

and will not even bring it back to 
his mouth. 

25 Strike a scoffer, and the simple will 
learn prudence; 

reprove a man of understanding, 
and he will gain knowledge. 

26 He who docs violence co his father 
and chases away his mother 

is a son who causes shame and 
brings reproach. 

27 Cease, my son, to hear instruction 
only to stray from che words of 

knowledge. 
2K A worthless witness mocks ac justice, 

and the mouth of the wicked de
vours iniquity. 

2Y Condemnation is ready for scoffers, 
and flogging for che backs of fools. 

20 Wine is a mocker, strong drink a 
brawler; 

' Cn Compere 13.13: Heb hu ways f Heb obscure 

and whoever is Jed astray by ic is 
not wise. 

2 The dread wrath of a king is like the 
growling of a lion; 

he who provokes him to anger for
feits his life. 

3 le is an honor for a man to keep aloof 
from strife; 

but every fool will be quarreling. 
4 The sluggard does not plow in the 

autumn; 
he will seek ac harvest and have 

nothing. 
s The purpose in a man's mind is like 

deep water, 
bur a man of understanding will 

draw ic out. 
6 Many a man proclaims his own 

loyalty, 
but a faithful man who can find? 

7 A righteous man who walks in his 
incegricy-

blessed are his sons after him ! 
s A king who sics on che throne of judg

ment 
winnows all evil wich his eyes. 

9 Who can say, "I have made my heart 
clean; 

I am pure from my sin"? 
10 Diverse weights and diverse measures 

are both alike an abomination co 
che LORD. 

11 Even a child makes himself known by 
his aces, 

whether what he does is pure and 
right. 

12 The hearing ear and che seeing eye, 
the LORD has made chem both. 

13 Love not sleep, lest you come to 
poverty; 

open your eyes, and you will have 
plenty of bread. 

14 "It is bad, it is bad," says the buyer; 
bur when he goes away, then he 

boas cs. 
15 There is gold, anJ abundance of 

costly scones; 
but the lips of knowledge are a 

precious jewel. 
16 Take a man's garment when he has 

given surety for a stranger, 
and hold him in pledge when he 

gives surety for foreigners. 
17 Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a 

man, 
bur afterward his mouth will be full 

of gravel. 
18 Plans are established by counsel; 



PROVERBS 20 576 Concerning !if e and conduct 
by wise guidance wage war. is a fleeting vapor and a snare of 

llJ He who goes about gossiping reveals death. 
secrets; 7 The violence of the wicked will sweep 

therefore do not associate with one them away, 
who speaks foolishly. because they refuse to do what is 

20 If one curses his father or his mother, just. 
his lamp will be put out in utter 8 The way of the guilty is crooked, 

darkness. but the conduct of the pure 1s 
21 An inheritance gotten hastily in the right. 

beginning lJ It is better to live in a corner of the 
will in the end not be blessed. housetop 

22 Do not say, "I will repay evil"; than in a house shared with a con-
wait for the LORD, and he will help tentious woman. 

you. IO The soul of the wicked desires evil; 
23 Diverse weights are an abomination his neighbor finds no mercy in his 

to the LoRD, eyes. 
and false scales are not good. 11 When a scoffer is punished, the sim-

24 A man's steps are ordered by the pie becomes wise; 
LORD· when a wise man is instructed, he 

how the~ can man understand his gains knowledge. 
way? 12 The righteous observes the house of 

25 It is a snare for a man to say rashly, the wicked; 
"It is holy," the wicked are cast down to ruin. 

and to reflect only after making his I J He who closes his ear to the cry of the 
VOWS. poor 

26 A wise king winnows the wicked, will himself cry out and not be 
and drives the wheel over them. heard. 

27 The spirit of man is the lamp of the 14 A gift in secret averts anger; 
LORD, and a bribe in the bosom, strong 

searching all his innermost parts. wrath. 
28 Loyalty and faithfulness preserve the 1-' When justice is done, it is a joy to the 

king, righteous, 
and his throne is upheld by right- but dismay to evildoers. 

eousness." 16 A man who wanders from the way of 
29 The glory of young men is their understanding 

strength, will rest in the assembly of the 
but the beauty of old men is their dead. 

gray hair. 17 He who loves pleasure will be a poor 
Jo Blows that wound cleanse away evil; man; 

strokes make clean the innermost he who loves wine and oil will not 
parts. be rich. 

21 The king's heart is a stream of 18 The wicked is a ransom for the 
water in the hand of the LORD; righteous, 

he turns it wherever he will. and the faithless for the upright. 
2 Every way of a man is right in his 19 It is better to live in a desert 

own eyes, land 
but the LORD weighs the heart. than with a contentious and fretful 

3 To do righteousness and justice woman. 
is more acceptable to the LORD 20 Precious treasure remains" in a wise 

than sacrifice. man's dwelling, 
4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, but a foolish man devours it. 

the lamp of the wicked, are sin. 21 He who pursues righteousness and 
s The plans of the diligent lead surely kindness 

to abundance, will find Jifei and honor. 
but every one who is hasty comes 22 A wise man scales the city of the 

only to want. mighty 
6 The getting of treasures by a lying and brings down the stronghold in 

tongue which they trust. 
q Gk: Heb loyally Ii Gk: Heb and oil 1 Gk: Heb life and righceotm1ess 
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2_1 He who keeps his mouth and his 

tongue 
keeps himself out of trouble. 

24 "Scoffer" is the name of the proud, 
haughty man 

who acts with arrogant pride. 
2s The desire of the sluggard kills him 

for his hands refuse to labor. 
26 All day long the wicked covets/ 

but the righteous gives and does 
not hold back. 

27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination; 

how much more when he brings it 
with evil intent. 

28 A false witness will perish, 
but the word of a man who hears 

will endure. 
29 A wicked man puts on a bold face, 

but an upright man considersk his 
ways. 

30 No wisdom, no understanding, no 
counsel, 

can avail against the LORD. 
31 The horse is made ready for the day 

of battle, 
but the victory belongs to the 

LORD. 

22 A good name is to be chosen 
rather than great riches, 

and favor is better than silver or 
gold. 

2 The rich and the poor meet together ; 
the LORD is the maker of them all. 

.l A prudent man sees danger and hides 
himself; 

but the simple go on, and suffer 
for it. 

4 The reward for humility and fear of 
the LORD 

is riches and honor and life. 
s Thorns and snares are in the way of 

the perverse; 
he who guards himself will keep 

far from them. 
h Train up a child in the way he should 

go, 
and when he is old he will not de

part from it. 
7 The rich rules over the poor, 

and the borrower is the slave of the 
lender. 

8 He who sows injustice will reap 
calamity, 

and the rod of his fury will fail. 
9 He who has a bountiful eye will be 

blessed, 

for he shares his bread with the 
poor. 

10 Drive out a scoffer, and strife will go 
out, 

and quarreling and abuse will cease. 
11 He who loves purity of heart, 

and whose speech is gracious, will 
have the king as his friend. 

12 The eyes of the LORD keep watch 
over knowledge, 

but he overthrows the words of the 
faithless. 

13 The sluggard says, "There is a lion 
outside! 

I shall be slain in the streets!" 
14 The mouth of a loose woman is a deep 

pit; 
he with whom the LORD is angry 

will fall into it. 
IS Folly is bound up in the heart of a 

child, 
but the rod of discipline drives it 

far from him. 
16 He who oppresses the poor to in

crease his own wealth, 
or gives to the rich, will only come 

to want. 

17 Incline your ear, and hear the words 
of the wise, 

and apply your mind to my knowl
edge; 

18 for it will be pleasant if you keep them 
within you, 

if all of them are ready on your 
lips. 

19 That your trust may be in the LORD, 
I have made them known to you 

today, even to you. 

20 Have I not written for you thirty 
sayings 

of admonition and knowledge, 
21 to show you what is right and true, 

that you may give a true answer to 
those who sent you? 

22 Do not rob the poor, because he is 
poor, 

or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
23 for the LORD will plead their cause 

and despoil of life those who de
spoil them. 

24 Make no friendship with a man given 
to anger, 

nor go with a wrathful man, 
2s lest you learn his ways 

~~~ :( ~k~ ~'~";/ 9~'!/'K he covets covetously A: Another reading is establishes 
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and entangle yourself in a snare. 

26 Be not one of those who give pledges, 
who become surety for debts. 

21 If you have nothing with which to 
pay, 

why should your bed be taken from 
under you? 

28 Remove not the ancient landmark 
which your fathers have set. 

29 Do you see a man skilful in his work? 
he will stand before kings; 
he will not stand before obscure 

men. 

23 When you sit down to eat with a 
ruler, 

observe carefully what1 is before 
you; 

2 and put a knife to your throat 
if you are a man given to appetite. 

l Do not desire his delicacies, 
for they are deceptive food. 

4 Do not toil to acquire wealth; 
be wise enough to desist. 

s When your eyes light upon it, it is 
gone; 

for suddenly it takes to itself wings, 
flying like an eagle toward heaven. 

6 Do not eat the bread of a man who 
is stingy; 

do not desire his delicacies; 
7 for he is like one who is inwardly 

reckoning."' 
"Eat and drink ! " he says to you ; 
but his heart is not with you. 

8 You will vomit up the morsels which 
you have eaten, 

and waste your pleasant words. 
9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, 

for he will despise the wisdom of 
your words. 

10 Do not remove an ancient landmark 
or enter the fields of the father

less; 
11 for their Redeemer is strong; 

he will plead their cause against 
you. 

12 Apply your mind to instruction 
and your ear to words of knowl

edge. 
13 Do not withhold discipline from a 

child; 
if you beat him with a rod, he will 

not die. 
14 If you beat him with the rod 

you will save his life from Sheol. 
IS My son, if your heart is wise, 

my heart too will be glad. 

16 My soul will rejoice 
when your lips speak what is right. 

17 Let not your hean envy sinners, 
but continue in the fear of the 

LORD all the day. 
18 Surely there is a future, 

and your hope will not be cut off. 

19 Hear, my son, and be wise, 
and direct your mind in the way. 

20 Be not among winebibbers, 
or among gluttonous eaters of 

meat; 
21 for the drunkard and the glutton will 

come to poverty, 
and drowsiness will clothe a man 

with rags. 

22 Hearken to your father who begot 
you, 

and do not despise your mother 
when she is old. 

2l Buy truth, and do not sell it; 
buy wisdom, instruction, and un

derstanding. 
24 The father of the righteous will 

greatly rejoice; 
he who begets a wise son will be 

glad in him. 
25 Let your father and mother be glad, 

let her who bore you rejoice. 

26 My son, give me your heart, 
and let your eyes observe" my 

ways. 
27 For a harlot is a deep pit; 

an adventuress is a narrow well. 
28 She lies in wait like a robber 

and increases the faithless among 
men. 

29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? 
Who has strife? Who has com

plaining? 
Who has wounds without cause? 

Who has redness of eyes? 
30 Those who tarry long over wine, 

those who go to try mixed wine. 
31 Do not look at wine when it is red, 

when it sparkles in the cup 
and goes down smoothly. 

32 At the last it bites like a serpent, 
and stings like an adder. 

.B Your eyes will see strange things, 
and your mind utter pervers~ 

things. 
34 You will be like one who lies down in 

the midst of the sea, 
1 Or who m Heb obscure 11 Another reading is delight ;,, 



Precepts and warnings 579 PROVERBS 24 
like one who lies on the top of a 

mast. 0 

.1s "They struck me," you will say,v 
"but I was not hurt; 

they beat me, but I did not feel it. 
When shall I awake? 

I will seek another drink." 

24 Be not envious of evil men, 
nor desire to be with them; 

2 for their minds devise violence, 
and their lips talk of mischief. 

3 By wisdom a house is built, 
and by understanding it is estab

lished; 
4 by knowledge the rooms are filled 

with all precious and pleasant 
riches. 

s A wise man is mightier than a strong 
man,q 

and a man of knowledge than he 
who has strength; 

6 for by wise guidance you can wage 
your war, 

and in abundance of counselors 
there is victory. 

7 Wisdom is too high for a fool; 
in the gate he does not open his 

mouth. 

8 He who plans to do evil 
will be called a mischief-maker. 

9 The devising of folly is sin, 
and the scoffer is an abomination 

to men. 

10 If you faint in the day of adversity, 
your strength is small. 

11 Rescue those who are being taken 
away to death; 

hold back those who are stumbling 
to the slaughter. 

12 If you say, "Behold, we did not know 
this," 

does not he who weighs the heart 
perceive it? 

Does not he who keeps watch over 
your soul know it, 

and will he not requite man ac
cording to his work? 

13 My son, eat honey, for it is good, 
and the drippings of the honey

comb are sweet to your taste. 
14 Know that wisdom is such to your 

soul; 
if you find it, there will be a future, 

11 Heb obscure 'P Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb lacks you will say 
,- Gk: Heb do no1 aHocia1e with 1hose who change 

and your hope will not be cut off. 

IS Lie not in wait as a wicked man 
against the dwelling of the 
righteous; 

do not violence to his home; 
16 for a righteous man falls seven times, 

and rises again; 
but the wicked are overthrown by 

calamity. 

17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 
and let not your heart be glad 

when he stumbles; 
18 lest the LORD see it, and be dis

pleased, 
and turn away his anger from him. 

19 Fret not yourself because of evildoers, 
and be not envious of the wicked; 

20 for the evil man has no future ; 
the lamp of the wicked will be put 

out. 

21 My son, fear the LORD and the king, 
and do not disobey either of them;' 

22 for disaster from them will rise sud
denly, 

and who knows the ruin that will 
come from them both? 

23 These also are sayings of the wise. 

Partiality in judging is not good. 
24 He who says to the wicked, "You are 

innocent,'' 
will be cursed by peoples, abhorred 

by nations; 
25 but those who rebuke the wicked will 

have delight, 
and a good blessing will be upon 

them. 
26 He who gives a right answer 

kisses the lips. 

21 Prepare your work outside, 
get everything ready for you in the 

field; 
and after that build your house. 

28 Be not a witness against your neigh
bor without cause, 

and do not deceive with your lips. 
29 Do not say, "I will do to him as he 

has done to me; 
I will pay the man back for what 

he has done." 
'I Gk Compare Syr Tg: Heb is i,, s1reng1h 
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.rn I passed by the field of a sluggard, 

by the vineyard of a man without 
sense; 

31 and lo, it was all overgrown with 
thorns; 

the ground was covered with 
nettles, 

and its stone wall was broken 
down. 

32 Then I saw and considered it; 
I looked and received instruction. 

33 A little sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the hands to 

rest, 
34 and poverty will come upon you like 

a robber, 
and want like an armed man. 

25 These also are proverbs of Solo
mon which the men of Hezeki'ah 

king of Judah copied. 

2 It is the glory of God to conceal 
things, 

but the glory of kings is to search 
things out. 

3 As the heavens for height, and the 
earth for depth, 

so the mind of kings is unsearch
able. 

4 Take away the dross from the silver, 
and the smith has material for a 

vessel; 
s take away the wicked from the pres

ence of the king, 
and his throne will be established 

in righteousness. 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the 

king's presence 
or stand in the place of the great; 

7 for it is better to be told, "Come up 
here," 

than to be put lower in the presence 
of the prince. 

What your eyes have seen 
8 do not hastily bring into court; 

fors what will you do in the end, 
when your neighbor puts you to 

shame? 
9 Argue your case with your neighbor 

himself, 
and do not disclose another's 

secret; 
10 lest he who hears you bring shame 

upon you, 
and your ill repute have no end. 

·" Cn: Heb les1 l Gk: Heb lye 
25.21-22: Rom 12.20. 

11 A word fitly spoken 
is like apples of gold in a setting of 

silver. 
12 Like a gold ring or an ornament of 

gold 
is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 

D Like the cold of snow in the time of 
harvest 

is a faithful messenger to those who 
send him, 

he refreshes the spirit of hi' 
masters. 

14 Like clouds and wind without rain is 
a man who boasts of a gift he does 

not give. 

IS With patience a ruler may be per
suaded, 

and a soft tongue will break a bone. 
16 If you have found honey, eat only 

enough for you, 
lest you be sated with it and vomit 

it. 
17 Let your foot be seldom in your 

neighbor's house, 
lest he become weary of you and 

hate you. 
18 A man who bears false witness against 

his neighbor 
is like a war club, or a sword, or a 

sharp arrow. 
19 Trust in a faithless man in time ot 

trouble 
is like a bad tooth or a foot that 

slips. 
20 He who sings songs to a heavy hearr 

is like one who takes off a garmem 
on a cold day, 

and like vinegar on a wound.' 
21 If your enemy is hungry, give him 

bread to eat ; 
and if he is thirsty, give him watct 

to drink; 
22 for you will heap coals of fire on ht s 

head, 
and the LORD will reward you. 

23 The north wind brings forth rain; 
and a backbiting tongue, angry 

looks. 
24 It is better to live in a corner of the 

housetop 
than in a house shared with a con

tentious woman. 
25 Like cold water to a thirsty soul, 

so is good news from a far country. 
26 Like a muddied spring or a polluted 

fountain 
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is a righteous man who gives way 

before the wicked. 
27 It is not good to eat much honey, 

so be sparing of complimentary 
words." 

2R A man without self-control 
is like a city broken into and left 

without walls. 

26 Like snow in summer or rain in 
harvest, 

so honor is not fitting for a fool. 
2 Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a 

swallow in its flying, 
a curse that is causeless does not 

alight. 
.\ A whip for the horse, a bridle for the 

ass, 
and a rod for the back of fools. 

4 Answer not a fool according to his 
folly, 

lest you be like him yourself. 
S Answer a fool according to his folly, 

lest he be wise in his own eyes. 
b He who sends a message by the hand 

of a fool 
cuts off his own feet and drinks 

violence. 
7 Like a lame man's legs, which hang 

useless, 
is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

x Like one who binds the stone in the 
sling 

is he who gives honor to a fool. 
'' Like a thorn that goes up into the 

hand of a drunkard 
is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

10 Like an archer who wounds every
body 

is he who hires a passing fool or 
drur.kard. '' 

11 Like a dog that returns to his vomit 
is a fool that repeats his folly. 

12 Do you see a man who is wise in his 
own eyes? 

There is more hope for a fool than 
for him. 

I.\ The sluggard says, "There is a lion 
in the road! 

There is a lion in the streets!" 
14 As a door turns on its hinges, 

so does a sluggard on his bed. 
1; The sluggard buries his hand in the 

dish; 
it wears him out to bring it back to 

his mouth. 
lb The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes 

than seven men who can answer 
discreetly. 

17 He who meddles in a quarrel not his 
own 

is like one who takes a passing dog 
by the ears. 

IH Like a madman who throws fire
brands, 

arrows, and death, 
IQ is the man who deceives his neighbor 

and says, "I am only joking!" 
20 For lack of wood the fire goes out; 

and where there is no whisperer, 
quarreling ceases. 

21 As charcoal to hot embers and woad 
to fire, 

so is a quarrelsome man for kin
dling strife. 

22 The words of a whisperer are like 
delicious morsels; 

they go down into the inner pans of 
the body. 

23 Like the glaze"' covering an earthen 
vessel 

are smooth 1 lips with an evil heart. 
24 He who hates, dissembles with his 

lips 
and harbors deceit in his heart; 

25 when he speaks graciously, believe 
him not, 

for there are seven abominations in 
his heart; 

26 though his hatred be covered with 
guile, 

his wickedness will be exposed in 
the assembly. 

27 He who digs a pit will fall into it, 
and a stone will come back upon 

him who starts it rolling. 
28 A lying tongue hates its victims, 

and a flattering mouth works ruin. 

27 Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day 
may bring forth. 

2 Let another praise you, and not your 
own mouth; 

a stranger, and not your own lips. 
3 A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty, 

but a fool's provocation is heavier 
than both. 

4 Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelm
ing; 

but who can stand before jealousy? 
s Better is open rebuke 

than hidden love. 
6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 

;:, C_n Compare Gk Syr Tg: Heb searching our their gfory is glory "The Hebrew text of this verse is uncenain 
Cn: Heb silver of dross .1 Gk: Heb burr1ing 

26.11: 2 Pet 2.22. 
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profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 

7 He who is sated loathes honey, 
but to one who is hungry every

thing bitter is sweet. 
H Like a bird that strays from its nest, 

is a man who strays from his home. 
9 Oil and perfume make the heart glad, 

but the soul is torn by trouble.'' 
10 Your friend, and your father's friend, 

do not forsake ; 
and do not go to your brother's 

house in the day of your calamity. 
Better is a neighbor who is near 

than a brother who is far away. 
11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart 

glad, 
that I may answer him who re

proaches me. 
12 A prudent man sees danger and hides 

himself; 
but the simple go on, and suffer 

for it. 
L1 Take a man's garment when he has 

given surety for a stranger, 
and hold him in pledge when he 

gives surety for foreigners. z 
14 He who blesses his neighbor with a 

loud voice, 
rising early in the morning, 
will be counted as cursing. 

IS A continual dripping on a rainy day 
and a contentious woman are alike; 

16 to restrain her is to restrain the wind" 
or to grasp oil in his right hand. 

17 Iron sharpens iron, 
and one man sharpens another. 

18 He who tends a fig tree will eat its 
fruit, 

and he who guards his master will 
be honored. 

19 As in water face answers to face, 
so the mind of man reflects the 

man. 
20 Sheol and Abaddon are never satis

fied, 
and never satisfied are the eyes of 

man. 
21 The crucible is for silver, and the 

furnace is for gold, 
and a man is judged by his praise. 

22 Crush a fool in a mortar with a pestle 
along with crushed grain, 
yet his folly will not depart from 

him. 

23 Know well the condition of your 
flocks, 

Y Gk: Heb the sw~etness of his frict1d from hear1y counsel 
11 Heb obscure 

and give attention to your herds; 
24 for riches do not last for ever; 

and does a crown endure to all 
generations? 

25 When the grass is gone, and the new 
growth appears, 

and the herbage of the mountaim 
is gathered, 

26 the lambs will provide your clothing, 
and the goats the price of a field; 

27 there will be enough goats' milk for 
your food, 

for the food of your household 
and maintenance for your maidens. 

28 The wicked flee when no one 
pursues, 

but the righteous are bold as a lion. 
2 When a land transgresses 

it has many rulers; 
but with men of understanding and 

knowledge 
its stability will long continue. 

3 A poor man who oppresses the poor 
is a beating rain that leaves no 

food. 
4 Those who forsake the law praise th.: 

wicked, 
but those who keep the law strive 

against them. 
s Evil men do not understand justice. 

but those who seek the LORD un
derstand it completely. 

6 Better is a poor man who walks in hi' 
integrity 

than a rich man who is perverse in 
his ways. 

7 He who keeps the law is a wise son. 
but a companion of gluttom 

shames his father. 
8 He who augments his wealth by in

terest and increase 
gathers it for him who is kind w 

the poor. 
9 If one turns away his ear from hearin11 

the law, 
even his prayer is an abomination. 

10 He who misleads the upright into an 
evil way 

will fall into his own pit; 
but the blameless will have a 

goodly inheritance. 
11 A rich man is wise in his own eyes, 

but a poor man who has under 
standing will find him out. 

12 When the righteous triumph, ther<' 
is great glory; 

z Vg and 20.16: Heb a foreign woman 
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but when the wicked rise, men 

hide themselves. 
13 He who conceals his transgressions 

will not prosper, 
but he who confesses and forsakes 

them will obtain mercy. 
14 Blessed is the man who fears the 

LORD always; 
but he who hardens his heart will 

fall into calamity. 
15 Like a roaring lion or a charging bear 

is a wicked ruler over a poor peo
ple. 

16 A ruler who lacks understanding is a 
cruel oppressor; 

but he who hates unjust gain will 
prolong his days. 

17 If a man is burdened with the blood 
of another, 

let him be a fugitive until death; 
let no one help him. 

18 He who walks in integrity will be 
delivered, 

but he who is perverse in his ways 
will fall into a pit. b 

19 He who tills his land will have plenty 
of bread, 

but he who follows worthless pur
suits will have plenty of poverty. 

20 A faithful man will abound with 
blessings, 

but he who hastens to be rich will 
not go unpunished. 

21 To show partiality is not good; 
but for a piece of bread a man will 

do wrong. 
22 A miserly man hastens after wealth, 

and does not know that want will 
come upon him. 

23 He who rebukes a man will afterward 
find more favor 

than he who flatters with his 
tongue. 

24 He who robs his father or his mother 
and says, "That is no transgres

sion," 
is the companion of a man who 

destroys. 
25 A greedy man stirs up strife, 

but he who trusts in the LORD will 
be enriched. 

26 He who trusts in his own mind is a 
fool; 

but he who walks in wisdom will 
be delivered. 

27 He who gives to the poor will not 
want, 

ti Syr: Heb in one 
r Cn: Heb upriglu 

but he who hides his eyes will get 
many a curse. 

2H When the wicked rise, men hide 
themselves, 

but when they perish, the righteous 
increase. 

29 He who is often reproved, 
yet stiffens his neck 

will suddenly be broken beyond 
healing. 

2 When the righteou~ are in authority, 
the people rejoice ; 

but when the wicked rule, the 
people groan. 

J He who loves wisdom makes his 
father glad, 

but one who keeps company with 
harlots squanders his substance. 

4 By justice a king gives stability to the 
land, 

but one who exacts gifts ruins it. 
s A man who flatters his neighbor 

spreads a net for his feet. 
6 An evil man is ensnared in his trans

gression, 
but a righteous man sings and re

joices. 
7 A righteous man knows the rights of 

the poor; 
a wicked man does not understand 

such knowledge. 
H Scoffers set a city aflame, 

but wise men turn away wrath. 
9 If a wise man has an argument with a 

fool, 
the fool only rages and laughs, 

and there is no quiet. 
10 Bloodthirsty men hate one who is 

blameless, 
and the wickedr seek his life. 

11 A fool gives full vent to his anger, 
but a wise man quietly holds it 

back. 
12 If a ruler listens to falsehood, 

all his officials will be wicked. 
13 The poor man and the oppressor 

meet together; 
the LORD gives light to the eyes of 

both. 
14 If a king judges the poor with equity 

his throne will be established for 
ever. 

IS The rod and reproof give wisdom, 
but a child left to himself brings 

shame to his mother. 
16 When the wicked are in authority, 

transgression increases ; 
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Who has wrapped up the waters in a 

garment? 
but the righteous will look upon 

their downfall. 
17 Discipline your son, and he will give 

you rest; 
he will give delight to your heart. 

JM Where there is no prophecy the 
people cast off restraint, 

but blessed is he who keeps the 
law. 

19 By mere words a servant is not dis
ciplined, 

for though he understand~, he will 
not give heed. 

20 Do you sec a man who is hasty in 
his words? 

There is more hope for a fool than 
for him. 

21 He who pampers his servant frcm 
childhood, 

will in the end find him his heir.'1 

22 A man of wrath stirs up strife, 
and a man given to anger causes 

much transgression. 
23 A man's pride will bring him low, 

but he who is lowly in spirit will 
obtain honor. 

24 The partner of a thief hates his own 
life; 

he hears the curse, but discloses 
nothing. 

25 The fear of man lays a snare, 
but he who trusts in the LORD 1s 

safe. 
2n Many seek the favor of a ruler, 

but from the LORD a man gets 
justice. 

27 An unjust man is an abomination to 
the righteous, 

but he whose way is straight is an 
abomination to the wicked. 

30 The words of Agur son of Jakeh 
of Massa.•· 

The man says to lth'i-el, 
to lth'i-el and Ucal :/ 

2 Surely I am too stupid to be a 
man. 

I have not the understanding of a 
man. 

J I have not learned wisdom, 
nor have I knowledge of the Holy 

One. 
4 Who has ascended to heaven and 

come down? 
Who has gathered the wind in his 

fists? 

Who has established all the ends of 
the earth? 

What is his name, and what is hi' 
son's name? 

Surely you know! 

s Every word of God proves true; 
he is a shield to those who take 

refuge in him. 
fJ Do not add to his words, 

lest he rebuke you, and you be 
found a liar. 

7 Two things I ask of thee; 
dt;ny them not to me before I die 

8 Remove far from me falsehood and 
lying; 

give me neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with the food that i; 

needful for me, 
9 lest I be full, and deny thee, 

and say, "Who is the LORD?" 
or lest I be poor, and steal, 

and profane the name of my God 

10 Do not slander a servant to his ma'
tcr, 

lest he curse you, and you be held 
guilty. 

11 There arc those who curse their 
fathers 

and do not bless their mothers. 
12 There are those who arc pure in their 

own eyes 
but are not cleansed of their filth 

I.I There are those-how lofty are their 
eyes, 

how high their eyelids lift! 
14 There are those whose teeth a1,· 

swords, 
whose teeth arc knives, 

to devour the poor from off the earth. 
the needy from among men. 

Is The leech'' has two daughters; 
"Give, give," they cry. 

Three things are never satisfied; 
four never say, "Enough": 

Jn Sheol, the barren womb, 
the earth ever thirsty for water, 
and the fire which never says, 

"Enough."" 

11 The eye that mocks a father 
"The meaning of the Hebrew word is unccnain 1

' Or the (lr"ade fThc Hebrew of this verse is obscure 
"The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain /1 Heb obscure 
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and scorns to obey a mother 

will be picked out by the ravens 
of the valley 

and eaten by the vultures. 

18 Three things are too wonderful for 
me; 

four I do not understand : 
19 the way of an eagle in the sky, 

the way of a serpent on a rock, 
the way of a ship on the high seas, 

and the way of a man with a 
maiden. 

20 This is the way of an adulteress: 
she eats, and wipes her mouth, 
and says, "I have done no wrong." 

21 Under three things the earth trem
bles; 

under four it cannot bear up: 
22 a slave when he becomes king, 

and a fool when he is filled with 
food; 

23 an unloved woman when she gets a 
husband, 

and a maid when she succeeds her 
mistress. 

24 Four things on earth are small, 
but they are exceedingly wise: 

25 the ants arc a people not strong, 
yet they provide their food in the 

summer; 
26 the badgers are a people not mighty, 

yet they make their homes in the 
rocks; 

27 the locusts have no king, 
yet all of them march in rank ; 

28 the lizard you can take in your hands, 
yet it is in kings' palaces. 

29 Three things are stately in their 
tread; 

four are stately in their stride: 
Jo the lion, which is mightiest among 

beasts 
and does not tum back before any; 

31 the strutting cock,; the he-goat, 
and a king striding beforeJ his 

people. 

32 If you have been foolish, exalting 
yourself, 

or if you have been devising evil, 
put your hand on your mouth. 

33 For pressing milk produces curds, 

31 
him: 

pressing the nose produces blood, 
and pressing anger produces strife. 

The words of Lemuel, king of 
Massa,k which his mother taught 

2 What, my son? What, son of my 
womb? 

What, son of my vows? 
3 Give not your strength to women, 

yourways to those whodestroykings. 
4 It is not for kings, 0 Lemuel, 

It is not for kings to drink wine, 
or for rulers to desire' strong drink; 

s lest they drink and forget what has 
been decreed, 

and pervert the rights of all the 
afflicted. 

6 Give strong drink to him who is 
perishing, 

and wine to those in bitter distress; 
7 let them drink and forget their 

poverty, 
and remember their misery no 

more. 
8 Open your mouth for the dumb, 

for the rights of all who are left 
desolate. 111 

9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, 
maintain the rights of the poor and 

needy. 

10 A good wife who can find? 
She is far more precious than 

jewels. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in 

her, 
and he will have no lack of gain. 

12 She does him good, and not harm, 
all the days of her life. 

13 She seeks wool and flax, 
and works with willing hands. 

14 She is like the ships of the merchant, 
she brings her food from afar. 

15 She rises while it is yet night 
and provides food for her house

hold 
and tasks for her maidens. 

16 She considers a field and buys it; 
with the fruit of her hands she 

plants a vineyard. 
17 She girds her loins with strength 

and makes her arms strong. 
18 She perceives that her merchandise 

is profitable. 
Her lamp does not go out at night. 

~Gk Sy.r Ts Compare Vg: Hef obscure J The meaning of the Hebrew is uncenain 
Or K1ng Lemuel, the oracle Cn: Heb where m Heb are sons of passing away 
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26 She opens her mouth with wis

dom, 
19 She puts her hands to the distaff, 

and her hands hold the spindle. 
20 She opens her hand to the poor, 

and reaches out her hands to the 
needy. 

21 She is not afraid of snow for her 
household, 

for all her household are clothed 
in scarlet. 

22 She makes herself coverings; 
her clothing is fine linen and 

purple. 
23 Her husband is known in the gates, 

when he sits among the elders of 
the land. 

24 She makes linen garments and sells 
them; 

she delivers girdles to the mer
chant. 

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
and she laughs at the time to come. 

and the teaching of kindness is on 
her tongue. 

27 She looks well to the ways of her 
household, 

and does not eat the bread of idle
ness. 

28 Her children rise up and call her 
blessed; 

her husband also, and he praise' 
her: 

29 "Many women have done excellently, 
but you surpass them all." 

30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain, 

but a woman who fears the LORD 
is to be praised. 

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, 
and let her works praise her in the 

gates. 



ECCLESIASTES 
OR THE PREACHER 

1 The words of the Preacher," the 
son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

3 What does man gain by all the toil 
at which he toils under the sun? 

4 A generation goes, and a generation 
comes, 

but the earth remains for ever. 
5 The sun rises and the sun goes down, 

and hastens to the place where it 
rises. 

6 The wind blows to the south, 
and goes round to the north; 

round and round goes the wind, 
and on its circuits the wind returns. 

7 All streams run to the sea, 
but the sea is not full; 

to the place where the streams flow, 
there they flow again. 

B All things are full of weariness; 
a man cannot utter it; 

the eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear filled with hearing. 

Y What has been is what will be, 
and what has been done is what 

will be done; 
and there is nothing new under the 

sun. 
10 Is there a thing of which it is said, 

"See, this is new"? 
It has been already, 

in the ages before us. 
11 There is no remembrance of former 

things, 
nor will there be any remembrance 

of later things yet to happen 
among those who come after. 

12 I the Preacher have been king over 
Israel in Jerusalem. l3And I applied my 
mind to seek and to search out by wis
dom all that is done under heaven; it is 
an unhappy business that God has given 
to the sons of men to be busy with. 14 I 
have seen everything that is done under 
the sun; and behold, all is vanity and a 
striving after wind. b 

1; What is crooked cannot be made 
straight, 

and what is lacking cannot be 
numbered. 

ri Heb Koheleth /JOr a feeding on wind. See Hos 12.1 

16 I said to myself, "I have acquired 
great wisdom, surpassing all who were 
over Jerusalem before me; and my mind 
has had great experience of wisdom and 
knowledge." 17And I applied my mind 
to know wisdom and to know madness 
and folly. I perceived that this also is 
but a striving after wind. 
18 For in much wisdom is much vexa

tion, 
and he who increases knowledge in-

creases sorrow. 

2 I said to myself, "Come now, I 
will make a test of pleasure; enjoy 

yourself." But behold, this also was 
vanity. 2 I said of laughter, "It is mad," 
and of pleasure, "What use is it?" 3 I 
searched with my mind how to cheer 
my body with wine-my mind still 
guiding me with wisdom-and how to 
lay hold on folly, till I might see what 
was good for the sons of men to do un
der heaven during the few days of their 
life. 4 I made great works; I built houses 
and planted vineyards for myself; 5 I 
made myself gardens and parks, and 
planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 
6 I made myself pools from which to 
water the forest of growing trees. 7 I 
bought male and female slaves, and had 
slaves who were born in my house; I 
had also great possessions of herds and 
flocks, more than any who had been 
before me in Jerusalem. BI also gath
ered for myself silver and gold and the 
treasure of kings and provinces; I got 
singers, both men and women, and 
many concubines,r man's delight. 

9 So I became great and surpassed all 
who were before me in Jerusalem; also 
my wisdom remained with me. IOAnd 
whatever my eyes desired I did not keep 
from them; I kept my heart from no 
pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in 
all my toil, and this was my reward for 
all my toil. 11 Then I considered all that 
my hands had done and the toil I had 
spent in doing it, and behold, all was 
vanity and a striving after wind, and 
there was nothing to be gained under 
the sun. 

c The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 12 So I turned to consider wisdom 

and madness and folly; for what can 
the man do who comes after the king? 
Only what he has already done. 13 Then 
I saw that wisdom excels folly as light 
excels darkness. 14 The wise man has 
his eves in his head, but the fool walks 
in darkness; and yet I perceived that 
one fate comes to all of them. 15 Then 
I said to myself, "What befalls the fool 
will befall me also; why then have I 
been so very wise?" And I said to myself 
that this also is vanity. 16 For of the wise 
man as of the fool there is no enduring 
remembrance, seeing that in the days to 
come all will have been long forgotten. 
How the wise man dies just like the fool! 
11 So I hated life, because what is done 
under the sun was grievous to me; for 
all is vanity and a striving after wind. 

18 I hated all my toil in which I had 
toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to the man who will come after 
me; 14 and who knows whether he will 
be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used 
my wisdom under the sun. This also is 
vanity. 20 So I turned about and gave 
my heart up to despair over all the toil 
of my labors under the sun, 21 because 
sometimes a man who has toiled with 
wisdom and knowledge and skill must 
leave all to be enjoyed by a man who did 
not toil for it. This also is vanity and a 
great evil. 22 What has a man from all 
the toil and strain with which he toils 
beneath the sun? 2.l For all his days are 
full of pain, and his work is a vexation; 
even in the night his mind does not rest. 
This also is vanity. 

24 There is nothing better for a man 
than that he should eat and drink, and 
find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I 
saw, is from the hand of God ; 25 for 
apart from him" who can eat or who can 
have enjoyment? 26 For to the man who 
pleases him God gives wisdom and 
knowledge and joy; but to the sinner he 
gives the work of gathering and heap
ing, only to give to one who pleases 
God. This also is vanity and a striving 
after wind. 

3 For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under 

heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die ; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck 
up what is planted; 

d Gk Syr: Heb apart from me 

a time to break down, and a time to 
build up; 

4 a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time 

to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to re

frain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast 
away; 

7 a time to rend, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to 

speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
4 What gain has the worker from his 

toil? 
10 I have seen the business that God 

has given to the sons of men to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything beauti
ful in its time; also he has put eternity 
into man's mind, yet so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end. 12 I know that 
there is nothing better for them than to 
be happy and enjoy themselves as long 
as they live; 13 also that it is God's gift 
to man that every one should eat and 
drink and take pleasure in all his toil. 
14 I know that whatever God does en
dures for ever; nothing can be added to 
it, nor anything taken from it; God has 
made it so, in order that men should fear 
before him. 15 That which is, already 
has been ; that which is to be, already 
has been; and God seeks what has been 
driven away. 

16 Moreover I saw under the sun that 
in the place of justice, even there was 
wickedness, and in the place of right
eousness, even there was wickedness. 
17 I said in my heart, God will judge the 
righteous and the wicked, for he has 
appointed a time for every matter, and 
for every work. 18 I said in my heart 
with regard to the sons of men that God 
is testing them to show them that they 
are but beasts. 14 For the fate of the sons 
of men and the fate of beasts is the 
same; as one dies, so dies the other. 
They all have the same breath, and man 
has no advantage over the beasts; for all 
is vanity. 20All go to one place; all are 
from the dust, and all turn to dust again. 
21 Who knows whether the spirit of man 
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goes upward and the spirit of the beast will not rejoice in him. Surely this also 
goes down to the earth? 22 So I saw that is vanity and a striving after wind. 
there is nothing better than that a man 5 • Guard your steps when you go to 
should enjoy his work, for that is his the house of God; to draw near to 
lot; who can bring him to see what will listen is better than to offer the sacrifice 
be after him? of fools; for they do not know that they 

4 Again I saw all the oppressions are doing evil. 2,, Be not rash with your 
that are practiced under the sun. mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to 

And behold, the tears of the oppressed, utter a word before God, for God is in 
and they had no one to comfon them! heaven, and you upon earth; therefore 
On the side of their oppressors there let your words be few. 
was power, and there was no one to 3 For a dream comes with much 
comfort them. 2And I thought the dead business, and a fool's voice with many 
who are already dead more fortunate words. 
than the living who are still alive; 3 but 4 When you vow a vow to God, do 
better than both is he who has not yet not delay paying it; for he has no pleas
been, and has not seen the evil deeds ure in fools. Pay what you vow. 5 It is 
that arc done under the sun. better that you should not vow than that 

4 Then I saw that all toil and all skill you should vow and not pay. 6 Let not 
in work come from a man's envy of his your mouth lead you into sin, and do 
neighbor. This also is vanity and a not say before the messengeri that it 
striving after wind. was a mistake; why should God be 

5 The fool folds his hands, and eats angry at your voice, and destroy the 
his own flesh. work of your hands? 

6 Better is a handful of quietness than 7 For when dreams increase, empty 
two hands full of toil and a striving after words grow many :J but do you fear 
wind. God. 

7 Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8 If you see in a province the poor 
H a person who has no one, either son or oppressed and justice and right violently 
brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, taken away, do not be amazed at the 
and his eyes are never satisfied with matter; for the high official is watched 
riches, so that he never asks, "For by a higher, and there are yet higher 
whom am I toiling and depriving my- ones over them. 9 But in all, a king is an 
self of pleasure?" This also is vanity and advantage to a land with cultivated 
an unhappy business. fields.• 

9 Two are better than one, because 10 He who loves money will not be 
they have a good reward for their toil. satisfied with money; nor he who loves 
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his wealth, with gain: this also is vanity. 
fellow; but woe to him who is alone 11 When goods increase, they in
when he falls and has not another to lift crease who eat them; and what gain has 
him up. llAgain, if two lie together, their owner but to see them with his 
they are warm; but how can one be eyes? 
warm alone? 12And though a man might 12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, 
prevail against one who is alone, two whether he eats little or much; but the 
will withstand him. A threefold cord is surfeit of the rich will not let him sleep. 
not quickly broken. 13 There is a grievous evil which I 

13 Better is a poor and wise youth have seen under the sun: riches were 
than an old and foolish king, who will kept by their owner to his hurt, 14 and 
no longer take advice, 14 even though he those riches were lost in a bad venture; 
had gone from prison to the throne or in and he is father. of a son, hut he has 
his own kingdom had been born poor. nothing in his hand. 15As he came from 
15 I saw all the living who move about his mother's womb he shall go again, 
under the sun, as well as thatI youth, naked as he came, and shall take nothing 
who was to stand in his place; 16 there for his toil, which he may carry away in 
was no end of all the people; he was over his hand. Io This also is a grievous evil : 
all of them. Yet those who come later just as he came, so shall he go; and 

~Heb the seco11eJ Y Ch 4.17 in Heb h Ch 5.1 in Heb ' Or 1.mgd 
1 Or For ;,, a ~,,u/titude of dreams that.· is ju1ility, a11d mm irl a flood of wt!rds 
" Or The profit of the la11d is amo'1g all of them; a wltii•ated field has a krng 
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what gain has he that he toiled for th.! 
wind, 17 and spent all his days in dark
ness and grief,' in much vexation and 
sickness and resentment? 

18 Behold, what I have seen to be 
good and to be fitting is to eat and drink 
and find enjoyment in all the toil with 
which one toils under the sun the few 
days of his life which God has given 
him, for this is his lot. 19 Every man 
also to whom God has given wealth and 
possessions and power to enjoy them, 
and to accept his lot and find enjoyment 
in his toil-this is the gift of God. 20 For 
he will not much remember the days of 
his life because God keeps him occupied 
with joy in his heart. 

6 There is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, and it lies heavy 

upon men: 2 a man to whom God gives 
wealth, possessions, and honor, so that 
he lacks nothing of all that he desires, 
vet God does not give him power to 
enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them; 
this is vanity; it is a sore affliction. ·1 If a 
man begets a hundred children, and 
lives many years, so that the days of his 
years arc many, but he does not enjoy 
life's good things, and also has no 
burial, I say that an untimely birth is 
better off than he. 4 For it comes into 
vanity and goes into darkness, and in 
darkness its name is covered; 5 more
over it has not seen the sun or known 
anything; yet it finds rest rather than 
he. fl Even though he should live a 
thousand years twice told, yet enjoy no 
good--do not all go to the one place? 

7 All the toil of man is for his mouth, 
yer his appetite is not satisfied. 8 For 
what advantage has the wise man over 
the fool? And what docs rhe poor man 
have who knows how to conduct himself 
before rhc living? 9 Better is the sight of 
the eyes rhan rhe wandering of desire; 
this also is vanity and a striving after 
wind. 

IO Whatever has come to be has al
ready been named, and it is known 
whar man is, and that he is nor able to 
dispute with one stronger than he. 
11 The more words, the more vanity, 
and what is man the better? 12 For who 
knows what is good for man while he 
lives the few days of his vain life, which 
he passes like a shadow? For who can 
tell man what will be after him under 
the sun? 
l Gk: Heb aJJ his d11v.( 1..li.w h<' l'Ot1 in dark"1..'SJ 

7 A good name is better than precious 
ointment; 

and the day of dcarh, than the day 
of birth. 

2 It is better to go to !he house of 
mourning 

than to go to the house of feasting; 
for this is the end of all men, 

and the living will lay it to heart. 
3 Sorrow is better than laughter, 

for by sadness of countenance the 
heart is made glad. 

4 The heart of the wise is in the house 
of mourning; 

but the heart of fools is in the house 
of mirth. 

It is better for a man to hear the re
buke of the wise 

than to hear the song of fools. 
fl For as the crackling of thorns under 

a pot, 
so is the laughter of the fools; 
this also is vanitv. 

7 Surely oppression. makes the wise 
man foolish, 

and a bribe corrupts the mind. 
8 Better is the end of a thing than its 

beginning; 
and the patient in spirit is heller 

than the proud in spirit. 
9 Be not quick to anger, 

for anger lodges in the bosom of 
fools. 

10 Say not, "Why were the former days 
better than these?" 

For it is not from wisdom that rnu 
ask this. · 

11 Wisdom is good with an inherirnnce, 
an advantage to those who sec the 

sun. 
12 For the protection of wisdom is like 

the protection of money; 
and the advantage of knowledge is 

that wisdom prescrn:s the life or 
him who has it. 

I.I Consider the work of God; 
who can make straight what he has 

made crooked? 
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, 

and in the dav of ad\"crsit\" consider; 
God has made the one as ·well as the 
other, so that man mav not !ind out 
anything that will be after him. 

15 In my vain life I have seen c\"cry
thing; there is a righteous man who 
perishes in his righteousnL'ss, and there 
is a wicked man who prolongs his lik 
in his evil-doing. lo Be not righteous 
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overmuch, and do not make yourself matter has its time and way, although 
overwise; why should you destroy man's trouble lies heavy upon him. 
yourself? 11 Be not wicked overmuch, 7 For he does not know what is to be, 
neither be a fool; why should you die for who can tell him how it will be? 8 No 
before your time? 18 It is good that you man has power to retain the spirit, or 
should take hold of this, and from that authority over the day of death; there 
withhold not your hand; for he who is no discharge from war, nor will 
fears God shall come forth from them wickedness deliver those who are given 
all. to it. 9AII this I observed while applying 

19 Wisdom gives strength to the wise my mind to all that is done under the 
man more than ten rulers char are in a sun, while man lords it over man to his 
city. hurt. 

20 Surely there is not a righteous man IO Then I saw the wicked buried; 
on eanh who does good and never sins. they used to go in and out of the holy 

21 Do not give heed to all the things place, and were praised in the city 
that men say, lest you hear your servant where they had done such things. This 
cursing you; 22 your heart knows that also is vanity. 11 Because sentence 
many times you have yourself cursed against an evil deed is not executed 
others. speedily, the heart of the sons of men 

23 All this I have tested by wisdom; is fully set to do evil. 12 Though a sinner 
I said, "I will be wise"; but it was far does evil a hundred times and prolongs 
from me. 2A That which is, is far off, and his life, yet I know that it will be well 
deep, very deep; who can find it our? with those who fear God, because they 
25 I turned my mind to know and to fear before him; 13 but it will not be well 
search out and to seek wisdom and the with the wicked, neither will he pro
sum of things, and to know the wicked- long his days like a shadow, because he 
ness of folly and the foolishness which does not fear before God. 
is madness. 26And I found more bitter 14 There is a vanity which takes place 
than death the woman whose heart is on earth, that there are righteous men to 
snares and nets, and whose hands are whom it happens according to the deeds 
fetters; he who pleases God escapes her, of the wicked, and there are wicked men 
but the sinner is taken by her. 21 Behold, to whom it happens according to the 
this is what I found, says the Preacher, deeds of the righteous. I said that this 
adding one thing to another to find the also is vanity. 15And I commend enjoy
sum, 28 which my mind has sought ment, for man has no good thing under 
repeatedly, but I have not found. One the sun but to eat, and drink, and enjoy 
man among a thousand I found, but a himself, for this will go with him in his 
woman among all these I have not toil through the days of life which God 
found. 29 Behold, this alone I found, gives him under the sun. 
that God made man upright, but they 16 When I applied my mind to know 
have sought out many devices. wisdom, and to see the business that is 

8 Who is like the wise man? done on earth, how neither day nor 
And who knows the interpretation night one's eyes see sleep; 11 then I saw 

of a thing? all the work of God, that man cannot 
A man's wisdom makes his face shine, find out the work that is done under the 

and the hardness of his counte- sun. However much man may toil in 
nance is changed. seeking, he will not find it out; even 

2 Keepm the king's command, and though a wise man claims to know, he 
because of your sacred oath be not dis- cannot find it out. 
mayed; J go from his presence, do not 9 But all this I laid to heart, ex
delay when the matter is unpleasant, for amining it all, how the righteous 
he does whatever he pleases. 4 For the and the wise and their deeds are in the 
word of the king is supreme, and who hand of God; whether it is love or hate 
may say to him, "What are you doing?" man does not know. Everything before 
s He who obeys a command will meet them is vanity," 2 since one fate comes 
no harm, and the mind of a wise man to all, to the righteous and the wicked, 
will know the time and way. 6 For every to the good and the evil, 0 to the clean 
"

1 Heb inscns an I 
'
1 Syr Compare Gk: Heb Everything before them U: everything u Gk Syr Vg: Heb leeks and the evil 
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and the unclean, to him who sacrifices quiet ace berrer than the shouting of a 
and him who docs not sacrifice. As is the ruler among fools. 18 Wisdom is berrer 
good man, so is the sinner; and he who than weapons of war, but one sinner 
swears is as he who shuns an oath. destroys much good. 
3 This is an evil in all that is done under 10 Dead flies make the perfumer's 
the sun, that one fate comes to all; also ointment give off an evil odor; 
the hearts of men arc full of evil, and so a little folly outweighs wisdom 
madness is in their hearts while they and honor. 
live, and after that they go to the dead. 2 A wise man's heart inclines him 
4 But he who is joined with all the living toward the right, 
has hope, for a living dog is berrcr than but a fool's heart toward the left. 
a dead lion. 5 For the living know that .l Even when the fool walks on the road, 
they will die, but the dead know noth- he lacks sense, 
ing, and they have no more reward; but and he says to every one that he is 
the memory of them is lost. 0 Their love a fool. 
and their hate and their envy have al- 4 If the anger of the ruler rises against 
rc?.Jy perished, and they have no more you, do not leave your place, 
for ever any share in all that is done for deference will make amends 
under the sun. for great offenses. 

7 Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, 5 There is an evil which I have seen 
and drink your wine with a merry heart; under the sun, as it were an error pro
for God has already approved what you ceeding from the ruler: 6 folly is set 
do. in many high places, and the rich sit 

8 Let your garments be always white; in a low place. 7 I have seen slaves on 
let not oil be lacking on your head. horses, and princes walking on foot like 

9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you slaves. 
love, all the days of your vain life which 8 He who digs a pit will fall into it; 
he has given you under the sun, because and a serpent will bite him who 
that is your portion in life and in your breaks through a wall. 
toil at which you toil under the sun. 9 He who quarries stones is hurt bv 
10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it them; · 
with your might; for there is no work or and he who splits logs is en-
thought or knowledge or wisdom in dangered by them. 
Sheol, to which you are going. 10 If the iron is blunt, and one does not 

11 Again I saw that under the sun the whet the edge, 
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to he must put forth more strength; 
the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor but wisdom helps one to succeed. 
riches to the intelligent, nor favor to the 11 If the serpent bites before it is 
men of skill; but time and chance hap- charmed, 
pen to them all. 12 For man does noc there is no advantage in a charmer. 
know his time. Like fish which are taken 
in an evil net, and like birds which are 
caught in a snare, so the sons of men are 
snared at an evil time, when it suddenly 
falls upon them. 

13 I have also seen this example of 
wisdom under the sun, and it seemed 
great to me. 14 There was a little city 
with few men in it; and a great king 
came against it and besieged it, building 
great siegeworks against it. 15 But there 
was found in it a poor wise man, and he 
by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet 
no one remembered that poor man. 
Jo But I say that wisdom is berrer than 
might, though the poor man's wisdom 
is despised, and his words are not 
heeded. 

17 The words of the wise heard in 

12 The words of a wise man's mouth win 
him favor, 

but the lips of a fool conswne 
him. 

I.I The beginning of the words of his 
mouth is foolishness, 

and the end of his talk is wicked 
madness. 

14 A fool multiplies words, 
though no man knows what is to be, 
and who can tell him what will be 

after him? 
IS The toil of a fool wearies him, 

so that he does not know the wav 
to the city. · 

lo Woe to you, 0 land, when your king 
is a child, 
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and your princes feast in the 

morning! 
11 Happy are you, 0 land, when your 

king is the son of free men, 
and your princes feast at the 

proper time, 
for strength, and not for drunken

ness! 
18 Through sloth the roof sinks in, 

and through indolence the house 
leaks. 

19 Bread is made for laughter, 
and wine gladdens life, 
and money answers everything. 

20 Even in your thought, do not curse 
the king, 

nor in your bedchamber curse the 
rich; 

for a bird of the air will carry your 
voice, 

or some winged creature tell the 
matter. 

11 Cast your bread upon the waters, 
for you will find it after many 

days. 
2 Give a portion to seven, or even to 

eight, 
for you know not what evil may 

happen on earth. 
3 If the clouds are full of rain, 

they empty themselves on the 
earth; 

and if a tree falls to the south or to 
the north, 

in the place where the tree falls, 
there it will lie. 

4 He who observes the wind will not 
sow; 

and he who regards the clouds will 
not reap. 

5 As you do not know how the spirit 
comes to the bones in the wombP of a 
woman with child, so you do not know 
the work of God who makes everything. 

6 In the morning sow your seed, and 
at evening withhold not your hand; for 
you do not know which will prosper, 
this or that, or whether both alike will 
be good. 

7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for 
the eyes to behold the sun. 

B For if a man lives many years, let 
him rejoice in them all; but let him re
member that the days of darkness will 
be many. All that comes is vanity. 

9 Rejoice, 0 young man, in your 

youth, and let your heart cheer you in 
the days of your youth; walk in the ways 
of your heart and the sight of your eyes. 
But know that for all these things God 
will bring you into judgment. 

10 Remove vexation from your mind, 
and put away pain from your body; for 
youth and the dawn of life are vanity. 

12 Remember also your Creator in 
the days of your youth, before the 

evil days come, and the years draw nigh, 
when you will say, "I have no pleasure 
in them"; 2 before the sun and the 
light and the moon and the stars are 
darkened and the clouds return after 
the rain; 3 in the day when the keepers 
of the house tremble, and the strong 
men are bent, and the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that 
look through the windows are dimmed, 
4 and the doors on the street are shut; 
when the sound of the grinding is low, 
and one rises up at the voice of a bird, 
and all the daughters of song are 
brought low; s they are afraid also of 
what is high, and terrors are in the way; 
the almond tree blossoms, the grass
hopper drags itself alongq and desire 
fails; because man goes to his eternal 
home, and the mourners go about the 
streets; 6 before the silver cord is 
snapped/ or the golden bowl is broken, 
or the pitcher is broken at the fountain, 
or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7 and 
the dust returns to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit returns to God who gave 
it. B Vanity of vanities, says the Preach
er; all is vanity. 

9 Besides being wise, the Preacher 
also taught the people knowledge, 
weighing and studying and arranging 
proverbs with great care. 10 The Preach
er sought to find pleasing words, and 
uprightly he wrote words of truth. 

11 The sayings of the wise are like 
goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the 
collected sayings which are given by 
one Shepherd. 12 My son, beware of 
anything beyond these. Of making 
many books there is no end, and much 
study is a weariness of the flesh. 

13 The end of the matter; all has been 
heard. Fear God, and keep his com
mandments ; for this is the whole duty 
of man.• 14 For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with' every secret 
thing, whether good or evil. 

fJ Or As you do not know rhe way of the wind, or how the bones grow in the womb q Or is a burden 
' Syr Vg Compan: Gk: Heb is removed 6 Or the duty of all men t Or into the judgment on 



THE SONG OF SOLOMON 

1 The Song of Songs, which is 
Solomon's. 

2 O that you" would kiss me with the 
kisses of your~ mouth! 

For your love is better than wine, 
3 your anointing oils are fragrant, 

your name is oil poured out; 
therefore the maidens love you. 

4 Draw me after you, let us make haste. 
The king has brought me into his 

chambers. 
We will exult and rejoice in you; 

we will extol your love more than 
wine; 

rightly do they love you. 

s I am very dark, but comely, 
0 daughters of Jerusalem, 

like the tents of Kedar, 
like the curtains of Solomon. 

6 Do not gaze at me because I am 
swarthy, 

because the sun has scorched me. 
My mother's sons were angry with 

me, 
they made me keeper of the vine

yards; 
but, my own vineyard I have not 

kept! 
7 Tell me, you whom my soul loves, 

where you pasture your flock, 
where you make it lie down at 

noon; 
for why should I be like one who 

wandersc 
beside the flocks of your com

panions? 

8 If you do not know, 
0 fairest among women, 

follow in the tracks of the flock, 
and pasture your kids 
beside the shepherds' tents. 

9 I compare you, my love, 
to a mare of Pharaoh's chariots. 

10 Your cheeks are comely with orna
ments, 

your neck with strings of jewels. 

11 We will make you ornaments of gold, 
studded with silver. 

12 While the king was on his couch, 
my nard gave forth its fragrance. 

13 My beloved is to me a bag of myrrh, 
that lies between my breasts. 

14 My beloved is to me a cluster of 
henna blossoms 

in the vineyards of En-ge'di. 

IS Behold, you are beautiful, my love; 
behold, you are beautiful; 
your eyes are doves. 

16 Behold, you are beautiful, my be
loved, 

truly lovely. 
Our couch is green ; 

17 the beams of our house are cedar, 
our raftersd are pine. 

2 I am a rose• of Sharon, 
a illy of the valleys. 

2 As a lily among brambles, 
so is my love among maidens. 

3 As an apple tree among the trees of 
the wood, 

so is my beloved among young 
men. 

With great delight I sat in his 
shadow, 

and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
4 He brought me to the banqueting 

house, 
and his banner over me was love. 

s Sustain me with raisins, 
refresh me with apples; 
for I am sick with love. 

6 0 that his left hand were under my 
head, 

and that his right hand embraced 
me! 

7 I adjure you, 0 daughters of Jeru
salem, 

by the gazelles or the hinds of the 
field, 

that you stir not up nor awaken love 
until it please. 

a Heb he IJ Heb his c Gk Syr Vg: Heb is veiled tl The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
e Heb crocus 
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8 The voice of my beloved! 

Behold, he comes, 
leaping upon the mountains, 

bounding over the hills. 
9 My beloved is like a gazelle, 

or a young stag. 
Behold, there he stands 

behind our wall, 
gazing in at the windows, 

looking through the lattice. 
10 My beloved speaks and says to me: 

"Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away; 

II for lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone. 

12 The flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtledove 
is heard in our land. 

13 The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
and the vines are in blossom; 
they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away. 

14 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, 
in the covert of the cliff, 

let me see your face, 
let me hear your voice, 

for your voice is sweet, 
and your face is comely. 

IS Catch us the foxes, 
the little foxes, 

that spoil the vineyards, 
for our vineyards are in blossom." 

16 My beloved is mine and I am his, 
he pastures his flock among the 

lilies. 
17 Until the day breathes 

and the shadows flee, 
turn, my beloved, be like a gazelle, 

or a young stag upon ruggedf 
mountains. 

3 Upon my bed by night 
I sought him whom my soul 

loves; 
I sought him, but found him not; 

I called him, but he gave no an
swer.• 

2 "I will rise now and go about the 
city, 

in the streets and in the squares ; 
I will seek him whom my soul loves." 

I sought him, but found him not. 
3 The watchmen found me, 

as they went about in the city. 

"Have you seen him whom my soul 
loves?" 

4 Scarcely had I passed them, 
when I found him whom my soul 

loves. 
I held him, and would not let him go 

until I had brought him into my 
mother's house, 

and into the chamber of her that 
conceived me. 

s I adjure you, 0 daughters of Jeru
salem, 

by the gazelles or the hinds of the 
field, 

that you stir not up nor awaken love 
until it please. 

6 What is that coming up from the 
wilderness, 

like a column of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and frank

incense, 
with all the fragrant powders of the 

merchant? 
7 Behold, it is the litter of Solomon! 

About it are sixty mighty men 
of the mighty men of Israel, 

H all girt with swords 
and expert in war, 

each with his sword at his thigh, 
against alarms by night. 

9 King Solomon made himself a 
palanquin 

from the wood of Lebanon. 
10 He made its posts of silver, 

its back of gold, its seat of purple; 
it was lovingly wrought withinh 

by the daughters of Jerusalem. 
11 Go forth, 0 daughters of Zion, 

4 

and behold King Solomon, 
with the crown with which his mother 

crowned him 
on the day of his wedding, 
on the day of the gladness of his 

heart. 

Behold, you are beautiful, my 
love, 

behold, you are beautiful! 
Your eyes are doves 

behind your veil. 
Your hair is like a flock of goats, 

moving down the slopes of Gilead. 
2 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn 

ewes 
that have 

washing, 
come up from the 

f The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown o Gk: Heb lacks this line 
h The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
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all of which bear twins, 

and not one among them is be
reaved. 

3 Your lips are like a scarlet thread, 
and your mouth is lovely. 

Your cheeks are like halves of a 
pomegranate 

behind your veil. 
4 Your neck is like the tower of David, 

built for an arsenal,i 
whereon hang a thousand bucklers, 

all of them shields of warriors. 
s Your two breasts are like two fawns, 

twins of a gazelle, 
that feed among the lilies. 

6 Until the day breathes 
and the shadows flee, 

I will hie me to the mountain of 
myrrh 

and the hill of frankincense. 
7 You are all fair, my love; 

there is no flaw in you. 
8 Come with me from Lebanon, my 

bride; 
come with me from Lebanon. 

DepartJ from the peak of Ama'na, 
from the peak of Senir and Hennon, 

from the dens of lions, 
from the mountains of leopards. 

9 You have ravished my heart, my 
sister, my bride, 

you have ravished my heart with 
a glance of your eyes, 

with one jewel of your necklace. 
10 How sweet is your love, my sister, 

my bride! 
how much better is your love than 

wine, 
and the fragrance of your oils than 

any spice! 
11 Your lips distil nectar, my bride; 

honey and milk are under your 
tongue; 

the scent of your garments is like 
the scent of Lebanon. 

12 A garden locked is my sister, my 
bride, 

a garden locked, a fountain sealed. 
13 Your shoots are an orchard of pome

granates 
with all choicest fruits, 
henna with nard, 

14 nard and saffron, calamus and cin
namon, 

with all trees of frankincense, 
myrrh and aloes, 

with all chief spices-

1s a 
Torment of separation 

garden fountain, a well of living 
water, 

and flowing streams from Lebanon. 

16 Awake, 0 north wind, 

5 

and come, 0 south wind! 
Blow upon my garden, 

let irs fragrance be wafted abroad. 
Let my beloved come to his garden, 

and eat its choicest fruits. 

I come to my garden, my sister, 
my bride, 

I gather my myrrh with my spice, 
I eat my honeycomb with my honey, 
I drink my wine with my milk. 

Eat, 0 friends, and drink: 
drink deeply, 0 lovers! 

2 I slept, but my heart was awake. 
Hark! my beloved is knocking. 
"Open to me, my sister, my love, 

my dove, my perfect one; 
for my head is wet with dew, 

my locks with the drops of the 
night." 

3 I had put off my garment, 
how could I pur it on? 

I had bathed my feet, 
how could I soil them? 

4 My beloved put his hand to the latch, 
and my hearr was thrilled within 

me. 
s I arose to open to my beloved, 

and my hands dripped with myrrh, 
my fingers with liquid myrrh, 

upon the handles of the bole. 
6 I opened to my beloved, 

bur my beloved had turned and 
gone. 

My soul failed me when he spoke. 
I sought him, but found him not; 

I called him, but he gave no an
swer. 

7 The watchmen found me, 
as they went about in rhe city; 

they beat me, they wounded me, 
they took away my mantle, 
chose watchmen of the walls. 

8 I adjure you, 0 daughters of Jeru
salem, 

if you find my beloved, 
that you tell him 

I am sick with love. 

9 What is your beloved more than an
other beloved, 

' The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncenain J Or Look 



Delight in each other 597 SONG OF SOLOMON 7 
0 fairest among women? 

What is your beloved more than an
other beloved, 

that you thus adjure us? 

1 o My beloved is all radiant and ruddy, 
distinguished among ten thousand. 

11 His head is the finest gold; 
his locks are wavy, 
black as a raven. 

12 His eyes are like doves 
beside springs of water, 

bathed in milk, 
fitly set. /c 

13 His cheeks are like beds of spices, 
yielding fragrance. 

His lips are lilies, 
distilling liquid myrrh. 

14 His arms are rounded gold, 
set with jewels. 

His body is ivory work,1 
encrusted with sapphires. m 

IS His legs are alabaster columns, 
set upon bases of gold. 

His appearance is like Lebanon, 
choice as the cedars. 

16 His speech is most sweet, 
and he is altogether desirable. 

This is my beloved and this is my 
friend, 

0 daughters of Jerusalem. 

6 Whither has your beloved gone, 
0 fairest among women? 

Whither has your beloved turned, 
that we may seek him with you? 

2 My beloved has gone down to his 
garden, 

to the beds of spices, 
to pasture his flock in the gardens, 

and to gather lilies. 
3 I am my beloved's and my beloved 

is mine; 
he pastures his flock among the 

lilies. 

4 You are beautiful as Tirzah, my 
love, 

comely as Jerusalem, 
terrible as an army with banners. 

s Turn away your eyes from me, 
for they disturb me-

your hair is like a flock of goats, 
moving down the slopes of Gilead. 

~·.~~·he mcan:ing of the Hebrew is uncenain 

6 Your teeth are like a flock of ewes, 
that have come up from the 

washing, 
all of them bear twins, 

not one among them is bereaved. 
7 Your cheeks are like halves of a 

pomegranate 
behind your veil. 

8 There are sixty queens and eighty 
concubines, 

and maidens without number. 
9 My dove, my perfect one, is only one, 

the darling of her mother, 
flawless to her that bore her. 

The maidens saw her and called her 
happy; 

the queens and concubines also, 
and they praised her. 

10 "Who is this that looks forth like the 
dawn, 

fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 
terrible as an army with banners?" 

ll I went down to the nut orchard, 
to look at the blossoms of the 

valley, 
to see whether the vines had budded, 

whether the pomegranates were in 
bloom. 

12 Before I was aware, my fancy set me 
in a i:hariot beside my prince." 

Bu Return, return, 0 Shu'lammite, 
return, return, that we may look 

upon you. 

Why should you look upon the Shu'
lammite, 

as upon a dance before two 
armies?v 

7 How graceful are your feet in 
sandals, 

0 queenly maiden! 
Your rounded thighs are like jewels, 

the work of a master hand. 
2 Your navel is a rounded bowl 

that never lacks mixed wine. 
Your belly is a heap of wheat, 

encircled with lilies. 
3 Your two breasts are like two fawns, 

twins of a gazelle. 
4 Your neck is like an ivory tower. 

Your eyes are pools in Heshbon, 
by the gate of Bath-rab'bim. 

I he meanmg of rhe Hebrew word is uncertain 
"'Heb lapis lazuli n Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncenain ° Ch 7.1 in Heb 
11 Or dance of Mahanaim 
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the juice of my pomegranates. Your nose is like a tower of Lebanon, 

overlooking Damascus. 
5 Your head crowns you like Carmel, 

and your flowing locks are like 
purple; 

a king is held captive in the 
tresses." 

o How fair and pleasant you are, 
0 loved one, delectable maiden!' 

7 You are statelys as a palm tree, 
and your breasts are like its 

clusters. 
8 I say I will climb the palm tree 

and lay hold of its branches. 
Oh, may your breasts be like clusters 

of the vine, 
and the scent of your breath like 

apples, 
9 and your kisses' like the best wme 

that goes down" smoothly, 
gliding over lips and teeth. v 

10 I am my beloved's, 
and his desire is for me. 

11 Come, my beloved, 
let us go forth into the fields, 
and lodge in the villages; 

12 let us go out early to the vme
yards, 

and see whether the vines have 
budded, 

whether the grape blossoms have 
opened 

and the pomegranates are in bloom. 
There I will give you my love. 

13 The mandrakes give forth fragrance, 
and over our doors are all choice 

fruits, 
new as well as old, 

which I have laid up for you, 0 
my beloved. 

8 0 that you were like a brother to 
me, 

that nursed at my mother's breast! 
If I met you outside, I would kiss 

2 I 

you, 
and none would despise me. 
would. lead you and bring you 
into the house of my mother, 
and into the chamber of her that 

conceived me. w 
would give you spiced wine to 

drink, 

3 0 that his left hand were under my 
head, 

and that his right hand embraced 
me! 

4 I adjure you, 0 daughters of Jeru
salem, 

that you stir not up nor awaken 
love 

until it please. 

s Who is that coming up from the 
wilderness, 

leaning upon her beloved? 

Under the apple tree I awakened 
you. 

There your mother was in travail 
with you, 

there she who bore you was m 
travail. 

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your ann; 

for love is strong as death, 
jealousy is cruel as the grave. 

I ts flashes are flashes of fire, 
a most vehement flame. 

7 Many waters carmot quench love, 
neither can floods drown it. 

If a man offered for love 
all the wealth of his house, 
it would be unerly scorned. 

8 We have a little sister, 
and she has no breasts. 

What shall we do for our sister, 
on the day when she is spoken 

for? 
9 If she is a wall, 

we will build upon her a battle
ment of silver; 

but if she is a door, 
we will enclose her with boards of 

cedar. 
10 I was a wall, 

and my breasts were like towers ; 
then I was in his eyes 

as one who bringsr peace. 

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Ba'al
ha'mon; 

he let out the vineyard to keepers ; 
each one was to bring for its fruit 

a thousand pieces of silver. 

'1 The meanin~ of the Hebrew word is uncertain r Syr: Heb in delights " Heb Thi.s your srarure is 
t Heb pa/au 1 Heb down for my /OtJer 11 Gk Syr Vg: Heb lips of sleepers 
"'Gk Syr: Heb mother; she (or you) will teach me 
J Or finds 
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my companions are listening for 

your voice; 
12 My vineyard, my very own, is for 

myself; 
you, 0 Solomon, may have the 

thousand, 
and the keepers of the fruit two 

hundred. 

13 O you who dwell in the gardens, 

let me hear it. 

14 Make haste, my beloved, 
and be like a gazelle 

or a young stag 
upon the mountains of spices. 

THE BOOK OF 

ISAIAH 

1 The v1s1on of Isaiah the son of 
Amoz, which he saw concerning 

Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzzi'ah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezeki'ah, 
kings of Judah. 
2 Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 

earth; 
for the LORD has spoken : 

"Sons have I reared and brought 
up, 

but they have rebelled against me. 
3 The ox knows its owner, 

and the ass its master's crib; 
but Israel does not know, 

my people does not understand." 

4 Ah, sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, 

offspring of evildoers, 
sons who deal corruptly! 

They have forsaken the LORD, 
they have despised the Holy One 

of Israel, 
they are utterly estranged. 

s Why will you still be smitten, 
that you continue to rebel? 

The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. 

6 From the sole of the foot even to the 
head, 

there is no soundness in it, 
but bruises and sores 

and bleeding wounds; 
they are not pressed out, or bound up, 

or softened with oil. 

7 Your country lies desolate, 
your cities are burned with fire; 

in your very presence 
aliens devour your land; 

1.9: Rom 9.29. 

it is desolate, as overthrown by 
aliens. 

B And the daughter of Zion is left 
like a booth in a vineyard, 

like a lodge in a cucumber field, 
like a besieged city. 

9 If the LORD of hosts 
had not left us a few survivors, 

we should have been like Sodom, 
and become like Gomor'rah. 

10 Hear the word of the LORD, 
you rulers of Sodom ! 

Give ear to the teaching of our God, 
you people of Gomor'rah! 

I I "What to me is the multitude of your 
sacrifices? 

says the LORD; 
I have had enough of burnt offerings 

of rams 
and the fat of fed beasts; 

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
or of lambs, or of he-goats. 

12 "When you come to appear before me, 
who requires of you 
this trampling of my courts? 

13 Bring no more vain offerings; 
incense is an abomination to me. 

New moon and sabbath and the 
calling of assemblies-
cannot endure iniquity and 

solemn assembly. 
14 Your new moons and your appointed 

feasts 
my soul hates; 

they have become a burden to me, 
I am weary of bearing them. 

IS When you spread forth your hands, 
I will hide my eyes from you; 
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Afterward you shall be called the city 

of righteousness, 
even though you make many prayers, 

I will not listen; 
your hands arc full of blood. 

I<> Wash yourselves; make yourselves 
clean; 

remove the evil of your doings 
from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil, 
17 learn to do good; 

seek justice, 
correct oppression; 

defend the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 

ix "Come now, let us reason together, 
says the LORD: 

though your sins arc like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 
they shall become like wool. 

I'! If you are willing and obedient, 
you shall eat the good of the 

land; 
20 But if you refuse and rebel, 

you shall be devoured by the 
sword; 

for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken." 

21 How the faithful city 
has become a harlot, 
she that was full of justice! 

Righteousness lodged in her, 
but now murderers. 

22 Your silver has become dross, 
your wine mixed with water. 

2.1 Your princes are rebels 
and companions of thieves. 

Every one loves a bribe 
and runs after gifts. 

They do not defend the fatherless, 
and the widow's cause does not 

come to them. 

24 Therefore the Lord says, 
the LORD of hosts, 
the Mighty One of Israel: 

"Ah, I will vent my wrath 
enemies, 

on my 

and avenge myself on my foes. 
25 I will turn my hand against you 

and will smelt away your dross as 
with lye 

and remove all your alloy. 
26 And I will restore your judges as at 

the first, 
and your counselors as at the be

ginning. 
2.2-4: Mic 4.1-3. 

the faithful city." 

27 Zion shall be redeemed by justice, 
and those in her who repent, by 

righteousness. 
2x But rebels and sinners shall be de

stroyed together, 
and those who forsake the LORD 

shall be consumed. 
2'! For you shall be ashamed of the oaks 

in which you delighted; 
and you shall blush for the gardens 

which you have chosen. 
.10 For you shall be like an oak 

whose leaf withers, 
and like a gard.:n without water. 

\I And the strong shall become tow, 
and his work a spark, 

and both of them shall burn together, 
with none to quench them. 

2 The word which Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 
2 It shall come to pass in the latter days 

that the mountain of the house of 
the· LORD 

shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 

and many peoples shall come, 
and say: 

"Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths." 
For out of Zion shall go forth the 

law, 
and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem. 
~ He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall decide for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning 

hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, 
neither shall they learn war any 

more. 

s 0 house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD. 



The LoRv's judgment 601 ISAIAH 3 
and from the glory of his majesty, 
when he rises to terrify the earth. 

'' For thou hast rejected thy people, 
the house of Jacob, 

because they are full of diviners" 
from the east 

and of soothsayers like the Phil
istines, 

and_ they strike hands with for
eigners. 

7 Their land is filled with silver and 
gold, 

and there is no end to their treas
ures; 

their land is filled with horses, 
and there is no end to their 

chariots. 
H Their land is filled with idols; 

they bow down to the work of their 
hands, 

to what their own fingers have 
made. 

9 So man is humbled, 
and men arc brought low
forgive them not! 

10 Enter into the rock, 
and hide in the dust 

from before the terror of the LORD, 
and from the glory of his majesty. 

11 The haughty looks of man shall be 
brought low, 

and the pride of men shall be 
humbled; 

and the LORD alone will be exalted in 
that day. 

I~ For the LORD of hosts has a day 
against all that is proud and lofty, 
against all that is lifted up and 

high;'' 
H against all the cedars of Lebanon, 

lofty and lifted up; 
and against all the oaks of Bashan; 

14 against all the high mountains, 
and against all the lofty hills; 

15 against every high tower, 
and against every fortified wall; 

1" against all the ships of Tarshish, 
and against all the beautiful craft. 

17 And the haughtiness of man shall be 
humbled, 

and the pride of men shall be 
brought low; 

and the LORD alone will be exalted 
in that day. 

IH And the idols shall utterly pass away. 
19 And men shall enter the caves of the 

rocks 
and the holes of the ground, 

from before the terror of the LORD, 

20 In that day men will cast forth 
their idols of silver and their idols 

of gold, 
which they made for themselves to 

worship, 
to the moles and to the bats, 

21 to enter the caverns of the rocks 
and the clefts of the cliffs, 

from before the terror of the LORD, 
and from the glory of his majesty, 
when he rises to terrify the earth. 

22 Turn away from man 
in whose nostrils is breath, 
for of what account is he? 

3 For, behold, the Lord, the LORD 
of hosts, 

is taking away from Jerusalem and 
from Judah 

stay and staff, 
the whole stay of bread, 
and the whole stay of water; 

2 the mighty man and the soldier, 
the judge and the prophet, 
the diviner and the elder, 

J the captain of fifty 
and the man of rank, 

the counselor and the skilful magician 
and the expert in charms. 

4 And I will make boys their princes, 
and babes shall rule over them. 

5 And the people will oppress one an
other, 

every man his fellow 
and every man his neighbor; 

the youth will be insolent to the elder, 
and the base fellow to the honor

able. 

o When a man takes hold of his 
brother 

in the house of his father, saying: 
"You have a mantle; 

you shall be our leader, 
and this heap of ruins 

shall be under your rule"; 
7 in that day he will speak out, say

ing: 
"I will not be a healer; 

in my house there is neither bread 
nor mantle; 

you shall not make me 
leader of the people." 

8 For Jerusalem has stumbled, 
and Judah has fallen; 

a Cn: Heb lacks of Jivi11ers h Cn Compare Gk: Heb law 
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because their speech and their deeds ants, the bracelets, and the scarfs; 20 the 

are against the LORD, headdresses, the armlets, the sashes, the 
defying his glorious presence. perfume boxes, and the amulets; 21 the 

9 Their partiality witnesses against 
them; 

they proclaim their sin like Sodom, 
they do not hide it. 

Woe to them! 
For they have brought evil upon 

themselves. 
Io Tell the righteous that it shall be well 

with them, 
for they shall eat the fruit of their 

deeds. 
11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with 

him, 
for what his hands have done shall 

be done to him. 
12 My people-children are their op

pressors, 
and women rule over them. 

0 my people, your leaders mislead 
you, 

and confuse the course of your 
paths. 

u The LORD has taken his place to con
tend, 

he stands to judge his people." 
14 The LORD enters into judgment 

with the elders and princes of his 
people: 

"It is you who have devoured the 
vineyard, 

the spoil of the poor is in your 
houses. 

15 What do you mean by crushing my 
people, 

by grinding the face of the poor?" 
says the Lord GoD of hosts. 

16 The LORD said : 
Because the daughters of Zion are 

haughty 
and walk with outstretched necks, 
glancing wantonly with their eyes, 

mincing along as they go, 
tinkling with their feet; 

17 the Lord will smite with a scab 
the heads of the daughters of Zion, 
and the LORD will lay bare their 

secret parts. 

signet rings and nose rings; 22 the 
festal robes, the mantles, the cloaks, and 
the handbags; 23 the garments of 
gauze, the linen garments, the turbans, 
and the veils. 
24 Instead of perfume there will be 

rottenness ; 
and instead of a girdle, a rope; 

and instead of well-set hair, baldness; 
and instead of a rich robe, a 

girding of sackcloth ; 
instead of beauty, shame.' 

25 Your men shall fall by the sword 
and your mighty men in battle. 

26 And her gates shall lament and 
mourn; 

ravaged, she shall sit upon the 
ground. 

4 And seven women shall take hold 
of one man in that day, saying, "We 

will eat our own bread and wear our 
own clothes, only let us be called by 
your nanle; take away our reproach." 

2 In that day the branch of the LoRD 
shall be beautiful and glorious, and the 
fruit of the land shall be the pride and 
glory of the survivors of Israel. 3And he 
who is left in Zion and remains in Jeru
salem will be called holy, every one who 
has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, 
4 when the Lord shall have washed 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion 
and cleansed the bloodstains of J eru
salem from its midst by a spirit of judg
ment and by a spirit of burning. ' Then 
the LORD will create over the whole site 
of Mount Zion and over her assemblies 
a cloud by day, and smoke and the shin
ing of a f!anling fire by night; for over 
all the glory there will be a canopy and 
a pavilion. 6 It will be for a shade by 
day from the heat, and for a refuge and 
a shelter from the storm and rain. 

5 Let me sing for my beloved 
a love song concerning his vine

yard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill. 
2 He digged it and cleared it of stones, 

18 In that day the Lord will take and planted it with choice vines; 
away the finery of the anklets, the head- he built a watchtower in the midst of 
bands, and the crescents; 19 the pend- it, 
1
' Gk Syr: Heb judge peopfrs e One ancient Ms: Heb lacks Jh1Jm1• 
4.2: ]er 23.5; 33.15; Zech 3.8; 6.12. 5.1-7: Mt 21.33-46; Mk 12.1-12; Lk 20.9-19. 
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and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. 

3 And now, 0 inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and men of Judah, 

judge, I pray you, between me 
and my vineyard. 

4 What more was there to do for my 
vineyard, 

that I have not done in it? 
When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

why did it yield wild grapes? 

s And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down. 

6 I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and briers and thorns shall grow 

up; 
I will also command the clouds 

that they rain no rain upon it. 

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 

and the men of Judah 
are his pleasant planting; 

and he looked for justice, 
but behold, bloodshed; 

for righteousness, 
but behold, a cry! 

x Woe to those who join house to 
house, 

who add field to field, 
until there is no more room, 

and you are made to dwell alone 
in the midst of the land. 

9 The LORD of hosts has sworn in my 
hearing: 

"Surely many houses shall be deso
late, 

large and beautiful houses, without 
inhabitant. 

10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield 
but one bath, 

and a homer of seed shall yield 
but an ephah." 

11 Woe to those who rise early in the 
morning, 

that they may run after strong 
drink, 

who tarry late into the evening 
1 Heb ha "ob1lity Y Cn Compare Gk: Heb aliens 

till wine inflames them! 
12 They have lyre and harp, 

timbrel and flute and wine at their 
feasts; 

but they do not regard the deeds of 
the LORD, 

or see the work of his hands. 

13 Therefore my people go into exile 
for want of knowledge; 

their honored men are dying of 
hunger, 

and their multitude is parched 
with thirst. 

14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged its ap
petite 

and opened its mouth beyond 
measure, 

and the nobility of Jerusalem! and 
her multitude go down, 

her throng and he who exults in 
her. 

IS Man is bowed down, and men are 
brought low, 

and the eyes of the haughty are 
humbled. 

16 But the LORD of hosts is exalted in 
justice, 

and the Holy God shows himself 
holy in righteousness. 

17 Then shall the lambs graze as in their 
pasture, 

fatlings and kidsY shall feed among 
the ruins. 

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with 
cords of falsehood, 

who draw sin as with cart ropes, 
19 who say: "Let him make haste, 

let him speed his work 
that we may see it; 

let the purpose of the Holy One of 
Israel draw near, 

and let it come, that we may know 
it!" 

20 Woe to those who call evil good 
and good evil, 

who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter! 

21 Woe to those who are wise in their 
own eyes, 

and shrewd in their own sight! 
22 Woe to those who are heroes at 

drinking wine, 
and valiant men in mixing strong 

drink, 
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23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 

and deprive the innocent of his 
right! 

24 Therefore, as the tongue of fire de
vours the stubble, 

and as dry grass sinks down in the 
flame, 

so their root will be as rottenness, 
and their blossom go up like 

dust; 
for they have rejected the law of the 

LORD of hosts, 
and have despised the word of the 

Holy One of Israel. 
25 Therefore the anger of the LORD was 

kindled against his people, 
and he stretched out his hand 

against them and smote them, 
and the mountains quaked; 

and their corpses were as refuse 
in the midst of the streets. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

26 He will raise a signal for a nation afar 
off, 

and whistle for it from the ends of 
the earth; 

and lo, swiftly, speedily it comes! 
27 None is weary, none stumbles, 

none slumbers or sleeps, 
not a waistcloth is loose, 

not a sandal-thong broken; 
28 their arrows are sharp, 

all their bows bent, 
their horses' hoofs seem like flint, 

and their wheels like the whirl
wind. 

29 Their roaring is like a lion, 
like young lions they roar; 

they growl and seize their prey, 
they carry it off, and none can 

rescue. 
30 They will growl over it on that day, 

like the roaring of the sea. 
And if one look to the land, 

behold, darkness and distress; 
and the light is darkened by its 

clouds. 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3And one called to another and said: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LoRD of 
hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory." 
4And the foundations of the thresholds 
shook at the voice of him who called, 
and the house was filled with smoke. 
SAnd I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; 
for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of un
clean lips; for my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts ! " 

6 Then flew one of the seraphim to 
me, having in his hand a burning coal 
which he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. 7And he touched my mouth, and 
said: "Behold, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 
sin forgiven." 8And I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?" Then I said, 
"Here am I! Send me." 9And he said, 
"Go, and say to this people: 

'Hear and hear, but do not under
stand; 

see and see, but do not perceive.' 
10 Make the heart of this people fat, 

and their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; 

lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their hearts, 
and tum and be healed." 

11 Then I said, "How long, 0 Lord?" 
And he said: 

"Until cities lie waste 
without inhabitant, 

and houses without men, 
and the land is utterly desolate, 

12 and the LORD removes men far awav, 
and the forsaken places are mariy 

in the midst of the land. 
13And though a tenth remain in it, 

it will be burned again, 
like a terebinth or an oak, 

whose stump remains standing 
when it is felled." 

The holy seed is its stump. 

7 In the days of Ahaz the son of 
Jotharn, son of Uzzi'ah, king of 

6 In the year that King Uzzi'ah died Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and 
I saw the Lord sitting upon a Pekah the son of Remali'ah the king of 

throne, high and lifted up; and his train Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war 
filled the temple. 2Above him stood the against it, but they could not conquer 
seraphim; each had six wings: with two it. 2 When the house of David was told, 
he covered his face, and with two he "Syria is in league with E'phraim," his 
6.3: Rev 4.B. 6.4: Rev 15.B. 6.9-10: Mr 13.14-15; Mk 4.12; Lk B.10; Jn 12.39-41; Acts 28.26-27. 
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hearr and the heart of his people shook the day that E'phraim departed from 
as the trees of th..: forest shake before Judah-the king of Assyria." 
the wind. 18 In that day the LORD will whistle 

3 And the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go for the fly which is at the sources of the 
forth to meet Ahaz, you and She'ar- streams of Egypt, and for the bee which 
jash'ub'' your son, at the end of the is in the land of Assyria. 19And they will 
conduit of the upper pool on the high- all come and settle in the steep ravines, 
way to the Fuller's Field, 4 and say to and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all 
him, 'Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, the thornbushes, and on all the pastures. 
and do not let your heart be faint be- 20 In that day the Lord will shave 
cause of these two smoldering stumps with a razor which is hired beyond the 
of firebrands, at the fierce anger of River-with the king of Assyria-the 
Rezin and Syria and the son of Remali ' - head and the hair of the feet, and it will 
ah. s Because Syria, with E'phraim and sweep away the beard also. 
the son of Remali'ah, has devised evil 21 In that day a man will keep alive 
against you, saying, 6 "Let us go up a young cow and two sheep; 22 and 
against Judah and terrify it, and let us because of the abundance of milk which 
conquer it for ourselves, and set up the they give, he will eat curds; for every 
son of Ta'be-el as king in the midst of one that is left in the land will eat curds 
it," 7 thus says the Lord Goo: and honey. 

It shall not stand, 23 In that day every place where there 
and it shall not come to pass. used to be a thousand vines, worth a 

s For the head of Syria is Damas- thousand shekels of silver, will become 
cus, 

and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 
(Within sixty-five years E'phraim will 

be broken to pieces so that it will no 
longer be a people.) 
9 And .the head of E'phraim is Samar' -

ia, 
and the head of Samar'ia is the son 

of Remali'ah. 
If you will not believe, 

surely you shall not be estab
lished.'" 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 
11 "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 
let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven." 12 But Ahaz said, "I will not 
ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test." 13And he said, "Hear then, 0 
house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, a young 
woman' shall conceive and bearJ a son, 
and shall call his name Imman'u-el.A 
I' He shall cat curds and honey when he 
know5 how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. 16 For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted. 17 The 
LORD will bring upon you and upon 
your people and upon your father's 
house such days as have not come since 

briers and thorns. 24 With bow and ar
rows men will come there, for all the 
land will be briers and thorns; 25 and 
as for all the hills which used to be hoed 
with a hoe, you will not come there for 
fear of briers and thorns; but they will 
become a place where cattle are let loose 
and where sheep tread. 

8 Then the LORD said to me, "Take 
a large tablet and write upon it in 

common characters, 'Belonging to Ma' -
her-shal'al-hash' -baz.' "' ZAnd I got reli
able witnesses, Uri'ah the priest and 
Zechari'ah the son of Jeberechi'ah, to 
attest for me. 3And I went to the 
prophetess, and she conceived and bore 
a son. Then the LORD said to me, "Call 
his name Ma'her-shal'al-hash' -baz; 4 for 
before the child knows how to cry 'My 
father' or 'My mother,' the wealth of Da
mascus and the spoil of Samar'ia will be 
carried away before the king of Assyria." 

5 The LORD spoke to me again: 
n "Because this people have refused the 
waters of Shilo'ah that flow gently, and 
melt in fear beforem Rezin and the son 
of Remali'ah; 7 therefore, behold, the 
Lord is bringing up against them the 
waters of the River, mighty and many, 
the king of Assyria and all his glory; 
and it will rise over all its channels and 
go over all its banks; 8 and it will sweep 

11 That is A ram1a11t shall retHrn ; Or virgi11 j Or ,-s with child <md shall bear k That is God is wi1h us 
1 Thal is The spoil speeds, rhe prey hasres "' Cn: Heb rejoices in 
7.14: Mt 1.23. 
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on into Judah, it will overflow and pass 
on, reaching even to the neck; and its 
outspread wings will fill the breadth of 
your land, 0 Imman'u-el." 

" Be broken, you peoples, and be dis
mayed; 

give car, all you far countries; 
gird yourselves and be dismayed; 

gird yourselves and be dismayed. 
111 Take counsel together, but it will 

come to nought; 
speak a word, but it will not stand, 
for God is with us.' 

11 For the LORD spoke thus to me 
with his strong hand upon me, and 
warned me not to walk in the way of 
this people, saying: 12 "Do not call con
spiracy all that this people call con
spiracy, and do not fear what they fear, 
nor be in dread. 1.1 But the LORD of 
hosts, him you shall regard as holy; let 
him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread. 14And he will become a sanctu
ary, and a stone of offense, and a rock of 
stumbling to both houses of Israel, a 
trap and a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 15And many shall stumble 
thereon; they shall fall and be broken; 
they shall be snared and taken." 

16 Bind up the testimony, seal the 
teaching among my disciples. 17 I will 
wait for the LORD, who is hiding his 
face from the house of Jacob, and I will 
hope in him. 18 Behold, I and the 
children whom the LORD has given me 
are signs and portents in Israel from 
the LORD of hosts, who dwells on 
Mount Zion. 1'1And when they say to 
you, "Consult the mediums and the 
wizards who chirp and mutter," should 
not a people consult their God? Should 
they consult the dead on behalf of the 
living? 10 To chc teaching and to the 
testimony! Surely for this word which 
they speak there is no dawn. 21 They 
will pass through the land," greatly dis
tressed and hungry; and when they arc 
hungry, they will be enraged and will 
curse" their king and their God, and 
turn their faces upward; 22 and chey will 
look co che earth, bur behold, discress 
and darkness, che gloom of anguish; and 
chey will be chrusc into chick darkness. 

9" Bue chere will be no gloom for 
her chat was in anguish. In che 

former rime he brought into contempt 
the land of Zcb'ulun and the land of 
Naph'tali, but in the latter time he will 
make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 
2•1 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, 
on them has light shined. 

-1 Thou hast multiplied the nation, 
thou hast increased its joy; 

they rejoice before thee 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as men rejoice when thev divide 

the spoil. · 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
thou hast broken as on the day of 

Mid'ian. 
' For every boot of the tramping 

warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 

and the government will be upon his 
shoulder, 

and his name will be called 
"Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace." 

7 Of che increase of his govcrnmcnt and 
of peace 

chere will be no end, 
upon chc chrone of David, and o\·cr 

his kingdom, 
to establish it, and to uphold ic 

with iuscice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and for cn:r

more. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 

this. 

8 The Lord has sent a word againsr 
Jacob, 

and it will light upon Israel; 
" and all the people will know, 

E'phraim and the inhabirants of 
Samar'ia, · 

who say in pride and in arrogance 
of heart: 

10 "The bricks have fallen, 
but we will build with dresscd 

stones; 

r Heb imma1111 d " Heb it "Or LW'"SI! by I' Ch 8.23 in Heb '' Ch 0.1 in Heb 
8.12-13: I Pel J. 14-15. 8.14: Rom 9. 32- JJ; I Pel 2.8. 8.17-18: Heb 2.1 l. 9.1-2: Mt .J.15-1 o; Lk 1.79. 
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and together they arc against 

Judah. 
the sycamores have been cut down, 

but we will put cedars in their 
place." 

11 So the LORD raises adversaries' 
against them, 

and stirs up their enemies. 
12 The Syrians on the east and the 

Philistines on the west 
devour Israel with open mouth. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

L\ The people did not turn to him who 
smote them, 

nor seek the LORD of hosts. 
14 So the LORD cut off from Israel head 

and tail, 
palm branch and recd in one day

" the elder and honored man is the 
head, 

and the prophet who teaches lies 
is the tail; 

lti for those who lead chis people lead 
them astray, 

and those who arc led by them are 
swallowed up. 

I 7 Therefore the Lord does not rejoice 
over their young men, 

and has no compassion on their 
fatherless and widows; 

for every one is godless and an evil
doer, 

and every mouth speaks folly. 
For all this his anger is not turned 

away 
and his hand is stretched out still. 

IX For wickedness burns like a fire, 
it consumes briers and thorns; 

it kindles the thickets of the forest, 
and they roll upward in a column 

of smoke. 
19 Through the wrath of the LORD of 

hosts 
the land is burned, 

and the people are like fuel for the 
fire; 

no man spares his brother. 
2o They snatch on the right, but are still 

hungry, 
and they devour on the left, but arc 

not satisfied; 
each devours his neighbor's·' flesh, 

21 Manas'sch E'phraim, and E'phraim 
Manas'seh, 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

10 . W?e to those who decree in-
1qmtous decrees, 

and the writers who keep writing 
oppression, 

2 to turn aside the needy from justice 
and to rob the poor of my people 

of their right, 
that widows may be their spoil, 

and that they may make the father
less their prey ! 

.l What will you do on the day of 
punishment, 

in the storm which will come from 
afar? 

To whom will you flee for help, 
and where will you leave your 

wealth? 
4 Nothing remains but co crouch 

among the prisoners 
or fall among the slain. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

5 Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger, 
the staff of my fury!' 

6 Against a godless nation I send him, 
and against the people of my wrath 

I command him, 
co take spoil and seize plunder, 

and to tread chem down like the 
mire of the streets. 

7 But be does not so intend, 
and his mind does not so think ; 

but it is in his mind to destroy, 
and to cue off nations not a few; 

H for he says: 
"Are not my commanders all kings? 

9 Is not Calno like Car'chemish? 
Is not Hamath like Arpad? 
Is not Samar'ia like Damascus? 

IO As my hand has reached to the king
doms of the idols 

whose graven images were greater 
than those of Jerusalem and 
Samar'ia, 

11 shall I not do to Jerusalem and her 
idols 

as I have done to Samar'ia and her 
images?" 

'Cn: 1 lcb '·"l: udvcr.~aries of Rezi" x TR Compare Gk; Heb 1he flesh of his arm 
1 Heb tJ \lajf II Is iri their hand my fury 
I0.5-34: Nah' Zcph 2. 11-15. 
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12 When the Lord has finished all his Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21A rem

work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem nant will return, the remnant of Jacob, 
he" will punish the arrogant boasting of to the mighty God. 22 For though your 
the king of Assyria and his haughty people Israel be as the sand of the sea, 
pride. 13 For he says: only a remnant of them will return. 

"By the strength of my hand I have Destruction is decreed, overflowing 
done it, with righteousness. 23 For the Lord, the 

and by my wisdom, for I have un- LORD of hosts, will make a full end, as 
derstanding; decreed, in the midst of all the earth. 

have removed the boundaries of 24 Therefore thus says the Lord, the 
peoples, LORD of hosts: "O my people, who 

and have plundered their treasures; dwell in Zion, be not afraid of the 
like a bull I have brought down Assyrians when they smite with the rod 

those who sat Qn thrones. and lift up their staff against you as the 
14 My hand has found like a nest Egyptians did. 25 For in a very little 

the wealth of the peoples; while my indignation will come to an 
and as men gather eggs that have been end, and my anger will be directed to 

forsaken their destruction. 26And the LORD of 
so I have gathered all the earth; hosts will wield against them a scourge, 

and there was none that moved a as when he smote Mid'ian at the rock of 
wing, Oreb; and his rod will be over the sea, 

or opened the mouth, or chirped." and he will lift it as he did in Egypt. 

15 Shall the axe vaunt itself over him 
who hews with it, 

or the saw magnify itself against 
him who wields it? 

As if a rod should wield him who lifts 
it, 

or as if a staff should lift him who 
is not wood! 

16 Therefore the Lord, the LORD of 
hosts, 

will send wasting sickness among 
his stout warriors, 

and under his glory a burning will be 
kindled, 

like the burning of fire. 
17 The light of Israel will become a fire, 

and his Holy One a flame; 
and it will burn and devour 

his thorns and briers in one day. 
18 The glory of his forest and of his 

fruitful land 
the LORD will destroy, both soul 

and body, 
and it will be as when a sick man 

wastes away. 
19 The remnant of the trees of his forest 

will be so few 
that a child can write them down. 

20 In that day the remnant of Israel 
and the survivors of the house of Jacob 
will no more lean upon him that smote 
them, but will lean upon the LoRD, the 

27 And in that day his burden will depart 
from your shoulder, and his yoke will 
be destroyed from your neck." 

He has gone up from Rimmon,,. 
28 he has come to Ai'ath; 

he has passed through Migron, 
at Michmash he stores his baggage; 

29 they have crossed over the pass, 
at Geba they lodge for the night; 

Ramah trembles, 
Gib'e-ah of Saul has fled. 

30 Cry aloud, 0 daughter of Gallim ! 
Hearken, 0 La'ishah! 
Answer her, 0 An'athoth! 

31 Madme'nah is in flight, 
the inhabitants of Gebim flee for 

safety. 
32 This very day he will halt at Nob, 

he will shake his fist 
at the mount of the daughter of 

Zion, 
the hill of Jerusalem. 

33 Behold, the Lord, the LoRD of hoses 
will lop the boughs with terrifying 

power; 
the great in height will be hewn 

down, 
and the lofty will be broughc low . 

.l4 He will cut down the thickets of the 
forest with an axe, 

and Lebanon with its majestic 
trees 11• will fall. 

u. Heb 1 1' Cn: Heb and his yoke from your neck, and a yoke will be des1roycd becaHSt' of famitss 

;O~~~&~~ ~~7~:fa:. Heb with a majestic one 
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11 There shall come forth a shoot from Assyria, from Egypt, from Path
from the stwnp of Jesse, ros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, from 

and a branch shall grow out of his Shinar, from Hamath, and from the 
roots. coastlands of the sea. 

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest 12 He will raise an ensign for the na-
upon him, tions, 

the spirit of wisdom and under- and will assemble the outcasts of 
standing, Israel, 

the spirit of counsel and might, and gather the dispersed of Judah 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear from the four corners of the earth. 

of the LORD. 13 The jealousy of E'phraim shall de-
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of part, 

the LORD. and those who harass Judah shall 

He shall not judge by what his eyes 
see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge 

the poor, 
and decide with equity for the 

meek of the earth; 
and he shall smite the earth with the 

rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he 

shall slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the girdle of 

his waist, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his 

loins. 

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with 

the kid, 
and the calf and the lion and the 

fading together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 

7 The cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the 

ox. 
H The sucking child shall play over the 

hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his 

hand on the adder's den. 
9 They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 

10 In that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as an ensign to the peoples; him 
shall the nations seek, and his dwellings 
shall be glorious. 

11 In that day the Lord will extend 
his hand yet a second time to recover 
the remnant which is left of his people, 

be cut off; 
E'phraim shall not be jealous of 

Judah, 
and Judah shall not harass 

E'phraim. 
14 But they shall swoop down upon the 

shoulder of the Philistines in the 
west, 

and together they shall plunder the 
people of the east. 

They shall put forth their hand 
against Edom and Moab, 

and the Ammonites shall obey 
them. 

IS And the LORD will utterly destroy 
the tongue of the sea of Egypt; 

and will wave his hand over the 
River 

with his scorching wind, 
and smite it into seven channels 

that men may cross dryshod. 
16 And there will be a highway from 

Assyria 
for the remnant which is left of his 

people, 
as there was for Israel 

when they came up from the land 
of Egypt. 

12 You will say in that day : 
"I will give thanks to thee, 0 
LORD, 

for though thou wast angry with 
me, 

thy anger turned away, 
and thou didst comfort me. 

2 "Behold, God is my salvation; 
I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD Goo is my strength and 
my song, 

and he has become my salvation." 

3 With joy you will draw water from 
II.I: Is 11.10; Rom 15.12. 11.2: I Pet 4.14. 11.6: Eph 6.14. tt.8-9: Is 65.25; Hob 2.14. 
II.to: Is II.I; Rom 15.12. 
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the wells of salvation. 4And you will say Io For the stars of the heavens and their 
in that day: constellations 

"Give thanks to the LORD, will not give their light; 
call upon his name; the sun will be dark at its rising 

make known his deeds among the and the moon will not shed its 
nations, light. 

proclaim that his name is exalted. 11 I will punish the world for its evil, 

5 "Sing praises to the LORD, for he has 
done gloriously; 

let this be known' in all the earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, 0 inhabitant 

of Zion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy 

One of Israel." 

and the wicked for their iniquity; 
I will put an end to the pride of the 

arrogant, 
and lay low the haughtiness of the 

ruthless. 
12 I will make men more rare than fine 

gold, 
and mankind than the gold of 

Ophir. 

13 The oracle concerning Babylon 13 Therefore I will make the heavens 
which Isaiah the son of Amoz tremble, 

saw. 
2 On a bare hill raise a signal, 

cry aloud to them; 
wave the hand for them to enter 

the gates of the nobles. 
.1 I myself have commanded my con

secrated ones, 
have summoned my mighty men to 

execute my anger, 
my proudly exulting ones. 

4 Hark, a tumult on the mountains 
as of a great multitude! 

Hark, an uproar of kingdoms, 
of nations gathering together! 

The LoRD of hosts is mustering 
a host for battle. 

5 They come from a distant land, 
from the end of the heavens, 

the LORD and the weapons of his in
dignation, 

to destroy the whole earth. 

6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; 
as destruction from the Almighty 

it will come! 
7 Therefore all hands will be feeble, 

and every man's heart will melt, 
8 and they will be dismayed. 

Pangs and agony will seize them; 
they will be in anguish like a 

woman in travail. 
They will look aghast at one another; 

their faces will be aflame. 

9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, 
cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 

to make the earth a desolation 
and to destroy its sinners from it. 

~· Or thi.1 1.1 uwdl· k1ww11 

and the earth will be shaken out of 
its place, 

at the wrath of the LORD of hosts 
in the day of his fierce anger. 

14 And like a hunted gazelle, 
or like sheep with none to gather 

them, 
every man will turn to his own peo

ple, 
and every man will flee to his own 

.land. 
15 Whoever is found will be thrust 

through, 
and whoever is caught will fall by 

the sword. 
16 Their infants will be dashed in pieces 

before their eyes; 
their houses will be plundered 

and their wives ravished. 

17 Behold, I am stirring up the Medes 
against them, 

who have no regard for silver 
and do not delight in gold. 

18 Their bows will slaughter the young 
men; 

they will have no mercy on the 
fruit of the womb; 

their eyes will not pity children. 
I 9 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 

the splendor and pride of the 
Chalde'ans, 

will be like Sodom and Gomor'rah 
when God overthrew them. 

20 It will never be inhabited 
or dwelt in for all generations; 

no Arab will pitch his tent there, 
no shepherds will make their flocks 

lie down there. 

13.t-14.2J: h -n; jcr 50-51: Hab 1-2 t:J.10: Ml 2·1.29; Mk 11.24; Rev 6.12; 8.12. 
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maggots are the bed beneath you, 

and worms are your covering. 
21 But wild beasts will lie down there, 

and its houses will be full of 
howling creatures; 

there ostriches will dwell, 
and there satyrs will dance. 

Z2 Hyenas will cry in its towers, 
and jackals in the pleasant palaces ; 

its time is close at hand 
and its days will not be prolonged. 

14 The LoRD will have compassion 
on Jacob and will again choose 

Israel, and will set them in their own 
land, and aliens will join them and will 
cleave to the house of Jacob. 2And the 
peoples will take them and bring them 
to their place, and the house of Israel 
will possess them in the LORD's land as 
male and female slaves; they will take 
captive those who were their captors, 
and rule over those who oppressed 
them. 

3 When the LORD has given you rest 
from your pain and turmoil and the 
hard service with which you were made 
to serve, 4 you will take up this taunt 
against the king of Babylon: 

"How the oppressor has ceased, 
the insolent furyY ceased! 

s The LORD has broken the staff of the 
wicked, 

the scepter of rulers, 
6 that smote the peoples in wrath 

with unceasing blows, 
that ruled the nations in anger 

with unrelenting persecution. 
7 The whole earth is at rest and quiet; 

they break forth into singing. 
H The cypresses rejoice at you, 

the cedars of Lebanon, saying, 
'Since you were laid low, 

no hewer comes up against us.' 
Y Sheol beneath is stirred up 

to meet you when you come, 
it rouses the shades to greet you, 

all who were leaders of the earth; 
it raises from their thrones 

all who were kings of the nations. 
ID All of them will speak 

and say to you : 
'You too have become as weak as 

we! 
You have become like us!' 

11 Your pomp is brought down to 
Sheol, 

the sound of your harps; 

12 "How you are fallen from heaven, 
0 Day Star, son of Dawn! 

How you are cut down to the ground, 
you who laid the nations low! 

13 You said in your heart, 
'I will ascend to heaven; 

above the stars of God 
I will set my throne on high ; 

I will sit on che mount of assembly 
in the far north; 

14 I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, 

I will make myself like the Most 
High.' 

15 But you are brought down to Sheol, 
to the depths of the Pie. 

16 Those who see you will stare at you, 
and ponder over you:· 

'Is chis the man who made the earth 
tremble, 

who shook kingdoms, 
17 who made the world like a desert 

and O'.'erthrew its cities, 
who did not let his prisoners go 

home?' 
18 All the kings of the nations lie in 

glory, 
each in his own tomb; 

IY but you are cast out, away from your 
sepulchre, 

like a loathed untimely birch, z 
clothed with the slain, those pierced 

by the sword, 
who go down to the stones of che 

Pit, 
like a dead body trodden under 

foot. 
20 You will not be joined with them in 

burial, 
because you have destroyed your 

land, 
you have slain your people. 

"May the descendants of evildoers 
nevermore be named! 

21 Prepare slaughter for his sons 
because of the guilt of their fathers, 

lest they rise and possess the earth, 
and fill che face of the world with 

cities.'' 

22 "I will ri~e up against them," says 
the LORD of hosts, "and will cut off 

'1 Ooe anciem Ms Compare Gk Syr Vg: The meaning or the Hebrew word is uncertain 
:: Cn Compare Tg Symmachus: Heb a loathed bram·h 
13.21: Rev 18.2. 
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from Babylon name and remnant, off
spring and posterity, says the LORD. 
23And I will make it a possession of the 
hedgehog, and pools of water, and 
I will sweep it with the broom of de
struction, says the LoRD of hosts." 

24 The Low of hosts has sworn: 
"As I have planned, 

so shall it be, 
and as I have purposed, 

so shall it stand, 
25 that I will break the Assyrian in my 

land, 
and upon my mountains trample 

him under foot; 
and his yoke shall depan from them, 

and his burden from their shoul
der." 

26 This is the purpose that is purposed 
concerning the whole eanh; 

and this is the hand that is stretched 
out 

over all the nations. 
27 For the LORD of hosts has purposed, 

and who will annul it? 
His hand is stretched out, 

and who will tum it back? 

28 In the year that King Ahaz died came 
this oracle: 
29 "Rejoice not, 0 Philistia, all of 

you, 
that the rod which smote you is 

broken, 
for from the serpent's root will come 

forth an adder, 
and its fruit will be a flying serpent. 

30 And the first-born of the poor will 
feed, 

and the needy lie down in safety; 
but I will kill your root with famine, 

and your remnant Ja will slay. 
31 Wail, 0 gate; cry, 0 city; 

melt in fear, 0 Philistia, all of 
you! 

For smoke comes out of the north, 
and there is no straggler in his 

ranks." 

32 What will one answer the messengers 
of the nation? 

"The LORD has founded Zion, 
and in her the afflicted of his people 

find refuge." 

15 An oracle concerning Moab. 
Because Ar is laid waste in a night 

Moab is undone; 
because Kir is laid waste in a night 

Moab is undone. 
2 The daughter of Dibonb has gone up 

to the high places to weep; 
over Nebo and over Med'eba 

Moab wails. 
On every head is baldness, 

every beard is shorn ; 
3 in the streets they gird on sack

cloth; 
on the housetops and in the squares 
every one wails and melts in tears. 

4 Heshbon and Elea'leh cry out, 
their voice is heard as far as J ahaz ; 

therefore the armed men of Moab cry 
aloud; 

his soul trembles. 
5 My hean cries out for Moab; 

his fugitives flee to Zo'ar, 
to Eg'lath-shelish'iyah. 

For at the ascent of Luhith 
they go up weeping; 

on the road to Horona'im 
they raise a cry of destruction; 

6 the waters of Nimrim 
are a desolation; 

the grass is withered, the new growth 
fails, 

the verdure is no more. 
7 Therefore the abundance they have 

gained 
and what they have laid up 

they carry away 
over the Brook of the Willows. 

8 For a cry has gone 
round the land of Moab; 

the wailing reaches to Egla'im, 
the wailing reaches to Beer-e'lim. 

9 For the waters of Dibon< are full of 
blood; 

yet I will bring upon Dibon • even 
more, 

a lion for those of Moab who escape, 
for the remnant of the land. 

16 They have sent lambs 
to the ruler of the land, 

from Sela, by way of the desert, 
to the mount of the daughter of 

Zion. 
2 Like fluttering birds, 

like scattered nestlings, 

a One ancient Ms Vs: Heb he b Cn: Heb the house and Dibo11 

;.f.'29_3~~j~rt .M: i'z~~~f~~f 7 ~)~:eflJ~tg;·A~os 1.6-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 
15-18: Is 25.10-12; Jer 48; Ezck 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3; Zcph 2.8-11. 



Oracle concerning Damascus 
so are the daughters of Moab 

613 ISAIAH 17 

at the fords of the Amon. 
3 "Give counsel, 

grant justice; 
make your shade like night 

at the height of noon; 
hide the outcasts, 

betray not the fugitive; 
4 let the outcasts of Moab 

sojourn among you; 
be a refuge to them 

from the destroyer. 
When the oppressor is no more, 

and destruction has ceased, 
and he who tramples under foot 

has vanished from the land, 
s then a throne will be established in 

steadfast love 
and on it will sit in faithfulness 
in the tent of David 

one who judges and seeks justice 
and is swift to do righteousness." 

6 We have heard of tqe pride of Moab, 
how proud he was; 

of his arrogance, his pride, and his 
insolence--

his boasts are false. 
7 Therefore let Moab wail, 

let every one wail for Moab. 
Mourn, utterly stricken, 

for the raisin-cakes of Kir-har' -
eseth. 

x ror the fields of Heshbon languish, 
and the vine of Sibmah; 

the lords of the nations 
have struck down its branches, 

which reached to Jazer 
and strayed to the desert; 

its shoots spread abroad 
and passed over the sea. 

9 Therefore I weep with the weeping 
of Jazer 

for the vine of Sibmah; 
drench you with my tears, 
0 Heshbon and Elea'leh; 

for upon your fruit and your harvest 
the battle shout has fallen. 

10 And joy and gladness are taken away 
from the fruitful field; 

and in the vineyards no songs are 
sung, 

no shouts arc raised; 
no treader treads out wine in the 

presses; 
the vintage shout is hushed.d 

11 Therefore my soul moans like a lyre 
for Moab, 

and my heart for Kir-he'res. 
12 And when Moab presents himself, 

when he wearies himself upon the high 
place, when he comes to his sanctuary 
to pray, he will not prevail. 

13 This is the word which the LORD 
spoke concerning Moab in the past. 
14 But now the LORD says, "In three 
years, like the years of a hireling, the 
glory of Moab will be brought into 
contempt, in spite of all his great mul
titude, and those who survive will be 
very few and feeble." 

17 An oracle concerning Damas
cus. 

Behold, Damascus will cease to be a 
city, 

and will become a heap of ruins. 
2 Her cities will be deserted for ever; e 

they will be for flocks, 
which will lie down, and none 

will make them afraid. 
3 The fortress will disappear from 

E'phraim, 
and the kingdom from Damascus; 

and the remnant of Syria will be 
like the glory of the children of 

Israel, 
says the LORD of hosts. 

4 And in that day 
the glory of Jacob will be brought 

low, 
and the fat of his flesh will grow 

lean. 
5 And it shall be as when the reaper 

gathers standing grain 
and his arm harvests the ears, 

and as when one gleans the cars of 
grain 

in the Valley of Reph'aim. 
6 Gleanings will be left in it, 

as when an olive tree is beaten
two or three berries 

in the top of the highest bough, 
four or five 

on the branches of a fruit tree, 
says the LORD God of Israel. 

7 In that day men will regard their 
Maker, and their eyes will look to the 
Holy One of Israel; 8 they will not have 
regard for the altars, the work of their 
hands, and they will not look to what 

rl Gk: Heb 1 have hushed e Cn Compare Gk: Heb the cities of Aroer are deserted 
17.1-3: )er 49.23-27; Amos 1.3-5; Zech 9.1. 
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when a signal is raised on the moun

tains, look! 
their own fingers have made, either the 
Ashe'rim or the altars of incense. 

9 In that day their strong cities will 
be like the deserted places of the 
Hivites and the Amorites/ which they 
deserted because of the children of 
Israel, and there will be desolation. 

10 For you have forgotten the God of 
your salvation, 

and have not remembered the Rock 
of your refuge; 

therefore, though you plant pleasant 
plants 

and set out slips of an alien god, 
11 though you make them grow on the 

day that you plant them, 
and make them blossom in the 

morning that you sow; 
yet the harvest will flee away 

in a day of grief and incurable pain. 

12 Ah, the thunder of many peoples, 
. they thunder like the thundering of 

the sea! 
Ah, the roar of nations, 

they roar like the roaring of mighty 
waters! 

13 The nations roar like the roaring of 
many waters, 

but he will rebuke them, and they 
will flee far away, 

chased like chaff on the mountains 
before the wind 

and whirling dust before the 
storm. 

14 At evening time, behold, terror! 
Before morning, they are no more! 

This is the portion of those who 
despoil us, 

and the lot of those who plunder 
us. 

18 Ah, land of whirring wings 
which is beyond the rivers of 
Ethiopia; 

2 which sends ambassadors by the Nile, 
in vessels of papyrus upon the 

waters! 
Go, you swift messengers, 

to a nation, tall and smooth, 
to a people feared near and far, 

a nation mighty and conquering, 
whose land the rivers divide. 

3 All you inhabitants of the world, 
you who dwell on the earth, 

f Cn Compare Gk: Heb 1he wood and rhe highest bough 
18: Zcph 2.12. 19: Jcr 46; Ezek 29-32; Zech 14.18-19. 

When a trumpet is blown, hear! 
4 For thus the LORD said to me: 

"I will quietly look from my dwelling 
like clear heat in sunshine, 
like a cloud of dew in the heat of 

harvest." 
s For before the harvest, when the 

blossom is over, 
and the flower becomes a ripening 

grape, 
he will cut off the shoots with pruning 

hooks, 
and the spreading branches he will 

hew away. 
6 They shall all of them be left 

to the birds of prey of the moun
tains 

and to the beasts of the earth. 
And the birds of prey will summer 

upon them, 
and all the beasts of the earth will 

winter upon them . 

7 At that time gifts will be brought to 
the LORD of hosts 

from a people tall and smooth, 
from a people feared near and 

far, 
a nation mighty and conquering, 

whose land the rivers divide, 
to Mount Zion, the place of the name 
of the LORD of hosts. 

19 An oracle concerning Egypt. 
Behold, the LORD is riding on a 
swift cloud 

and comes to Egypt ; 
and the idols of Egypt will tremble 

at his presence, 
and the heart of the Egyptians will 

melt within them. 
2 And I will stir up Egyptians against 

Egyptians, 
and they will fight, every man 

against his brother 
and every man against his neigh

bor, 
city against city, kingdom against 

kingdom; 
3 and the spirit of the Egyptians within 

them will be emptied out, 
and I will confound their plans; 

and they will consult the idols and the 
sorcerers, 

and the mediums and the wizards; 
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4 and I will give over the Egyptians 

into the hand of a hard master; 
and a fierce king will rule over them, 

says the Lord, the LORD of hosts. 

s And the waters of the Nile will be 
dried up, 

and the river will be parched and 
dry; 

6 and its canals will become foul, 
and the branches of Egypt's Nile 

will diminish and dry up, 
reeds and rushes will rot away. 

7 There will be bare places by the 
Nile, 

on the brink of the Nile, 
and all that is sown by the Nile will 

dry up, 
be driven away, and be no more. 

H The fishermen will mourn and 
lament, 

all who cast hook in the Nile; 
and they will languish 

who spread nets upon the water. 
Y The workers in combed flax will be in 

despair, 
and the weavers of white cotton. 

10 Those who are the pillars of the land 
will be crushed, 

and all who work for hire will be 
grieved. 

11 The princes of Zo'an are utterly 
foolish; 

the wise counselors of Pharaoh 
give stupid counsel. 

How can you say to Pharaoh, 
"I am a son of the wise, 
a son of ancient kings"? 

12 Where then are your wise men? 
Let them tell you and make known 
what the LORD of hosts has pur

posed against Egypt. 
1.1 The princes of Zo'an have become 

fools, 
and the princes of Memphis are 

deluded; 
those who are the cornerstones of her 

tribes 
have led Egypt astray. 

14 The LORD has mingled within her 
a spirit of confusion; 

and they have made Egypt stagger in 
all her doings 

as a drunken man staggers in his 
vomit. 

Is And there will be nothing for Egypt 
which head or tail, palm branch 

or reed, may do. 

16 In that day the Egyptians will be 
like women, and tremble with fear be
fore the har.d which the LORD of hosts 
shakes over chem. 17 And the land of 
Judah will become a terror to the 
Egyptians; every one to whom it is 
mentioned will fear because of the pur
pose which the LORD of hosts has pur
posed against them. 

I 8 In that day there will be five cities 
in the land of Egypt which speak the 
language of Canaan and swear al
legiance to the LORD of hosts. One of 
these will be called the City of the Sun. 

19 In that day there will be an altar 
to the LORD in the midst of the land of 
Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its 
border. 20 It will be a sign and a witness 
to the LORD of hosts in the land of 
Egypt; when they cry to the LORD be
cause of oppressors he will send them a 
savior, and will defend and deliver 
them. 21And the LORD will make himself 
known to the Egyptians; and the Egyp
tians will know the LORD in that day and 
worship with sacrifice and burnt offer
ing, and they will make vows to the 
LORD and perform them. 22And the 
LORD will smite Egypt, smiting and 
healing, and they will return to the 
LORD, and he will heed their supplica
tions and heal them. 

23 In that day there will be a highway 
from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian 
will come into Egypt, and the Egyptian 
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will 
worship with the Assyrians. 

24 In that day Israel will be the third 
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the earth, 25 whom the 
LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, 
"Blessed be Egypt my people, and 
Assyria the work of my hands, and 
Israel my heritage." 

20 In the year that the commander 
in chief, who was sent by Sargon 

the king of Assyria, came to Ashdod and 
fought against it and took it,-2 at that 
time the LORD had spoken by Isaiah the 
son of Amoz, saying, "Go, and loose the 
sackcloth from your loins and take off 
your shoes from your feet," and he had 
done so, walking naked and barefoot-
3 the LORD said, "As my servant Isaiah 
has walked naked and barefoot for three 
years as a sign and a portent against 
Egypt and Ethiopia, 4 so shall the king 
of Assyria lead away the Egyptians cap-
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rives and the Ethiopians exiles, both the 
young and the old, naked and barefoot, 
with buttocks uncovered, to the shame 
of Egypt. 5 Then they shall be dismayed 
and confounded because of Ethiopia 
their hope and of Egypt their boast. 
6And the inhabitants of this coastland 
will say in that day, 'Behold, this is what 
has happened to those in whom we 
hoped and to whom we tied for help to 
be delivered from the king of As
syria! And we, how shall we escape?' " 

21 The oracle concerning the wil
derness of the sea. 

As whirlwinds in the Negeb sweep 
on, 

it comes from the desert, 
from a terrible land. 

2 A stern vision is told to me; 
the plunderer plunders, 
and the destroyer destroys. 

Go up, 0 Elam, 
lay siege, 0 Media; 

all the sighing she has caused 
I bring to an end. 

3 Therefore my loins are filled with 
anguish; 

pangs have seized me, 
like the pangs of a woman in trav

ail; 
am bowed down so that I cannot 

hear, 
I am dismayed so that I cannot see. 

4 My mind reels, horror has appalled 
me; 

the twilight I longed for 
has been turned for me into 

trembling. 

9 And, behold, here come riders, 
horsemen in pairs!" 

And he answered, 
"Fallen, fallen is Babylon; 

and all the images of her gods 
he has shattered to the ground." 

10 0 my threshed and winnowed one, 
what I have heard from the LORD 

of hosts, 
the God of Israel, I announce to you. 

II The oracle concerning Dumah. 
One is calling to me from Se'ir, 

"Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night?" 

12 The watchman says: 
"Morning comes, and also the night. 

If you will inquire, inquire; 
come back again." 

13 The oracle concerning Arabia. 
In the thickets in Arabia you will 

lodge, 
0 caravans of De'danites. 

14 To the thirsty bring water, 
meet the fugitive with bread, 
0 inhabitants of the land of Terna. 

I> For they have fled from the swords, 
from the drawn sword, 

from the bent bow, 
and from the press of battle. 

16 For thus the Lord said to me, 
"Within a year, according to the years 
of a hireling, all the glory of Kedar will 
come to an end; 17 and the remainder cf 
the archers of the mighty men of the 
sons of Kedar will be few; for the LORD, 
the God of Israel, has spoken." 

S They prepare the table, 22 T~.:.oracle concerning the valley 
they spread the rugs, of v1s10n. 
they eat, they drink. What do you mean that you have 

Arise, 0 princes, gone up, 
oil the shield! all of you, to the housetops, 

6 For thus the Lord said to me: ~ you who are full of shoutings, 
"Go, set a watchman, tumultuous citv, exultant town? 

let him announce what he sees. Your slain are not slain with the 
7 When he sees riders, horsemen in sword 

pairs, or dead in battle. 
riders on asses, riders on camels, 3 All your rulers have fled together, 

let him listen diligently, without the bow they were cap-
very diligently." tured. 

8 Then he who saw• cried: All of you who were found were 
"Upon a watchtower I stand, 0 captured, 

Lord, though they had fled far away.h 
continually by day, 4 Therefore I said: 

and at my post I am stationed "Look away from me, 
whole nights. let me weep bitter tears; 

Y One ancient Ms: Heb a lion 11 Gk Syr Vg: Heb from far away 
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do not labor to comfort me 

for the destruction of the daughter 
of my people." 

s For the Lord Goo of hosts has a day 
of tumult and trampling and con

fusion 
in the valley of vision, 

a battering down of walls 
and a shouting to the mountains. 

h And Elam bore the quiver 
with chariots and horsemen/ 
and Kir uncovered the shield. 

7 Your choicest valleys were full of 
chariots, 

and the horsemen took their stand 
at the gates. 

H He has taken away the covering of 
Judah. 

In that day you looked to the weapons 
of the House of the Forest, 9 and you 
saw that the breaches of the city of 
David were many, and you collected the 
waters of the lower pool, 10 and you 
counted the houses of Jerusalem, and 
you broke down the houses to fortify the 
wall. 11 You made a reservoir between 
the two walls for the water of the old 
pool. But you did not look to him who 
did it, or have regard for him who 
planned it long ago. 

12 In that day the Lord Goo of hosts 
called to weeping and mourning, 
to baldness and girding with sack

cloth; 
11 and behold, joy and gladness, 

slaying oxen and killing sheep, 
eating flesh and drinking wine. 

"Let us eat and drink, 
for tomorrow we die." 

14 The LORD of hosts has revealed 
himself in my ears: 

"Surely this iniquity will not be for
given you 

till you die," 
says the Lord Goo of hosts. 

I '5 Thus says the Lord Goo of hosts, 
"Come, go to this steward, to Shebna, 
who is over the household, and say to 
him: 16 What have you to do here and 
whom have you here, that you have 
hewn here a tomb for yourself, you who 
hew a tomb on the height, and carve a 

I The Hebrew or this line is obst.:ure 

habitation for yourself in the rock? 
11 Behold, the LORD will hurl you away 
violently, 0 you strong man. He will 
seize firm hold on you, IR anrl whirl you 
round and round, and throw you like a 
ball into a wide land; there you shall die, 
and there shall be your splendid char
iots, you shame of your master's house. 
19 I will thrust you from your office, and 
you will be cast down from your station. 
20 In that day I will call my servant 
Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, 21 and I 
will clothe him with your robe, and will 
binrl your girdle on him, and will 
commit your authority to his hand; and 
he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 
22And I will place on his shoulder the 
key of the house of David; he shall 
open, and none shall shut; and he shall 
shut, and none shall open. 23And I will 
fasten him like a peg in a sure place, 
and he will become a throne of honor to 
his father's house. 24And they will hang 
on him the whole weight of his father's 
house, the offspring and issue, every 
small vessel, from the cups to all the 
flagons. 25 In that day, says the LORD 
of hosts, the peg that was fastened in a 
sure place will give way; and it will be 
cut down and fall, and the burden that 
was upon it will be cut off, for the LORD 
has spoken." 

23 The oracle concerning Tyre. 
Wail, 0 ships of Tarshish, 

for Tyre is laid waste, without 
house or haven! 

From the land of Cyprus 
it is revealed to them. 

2 Be still, 0 inhabitants of the coast, 
0 merchants of Sidon; 

your messengers passed over the sea; 
3 and were on many waters; 

your revenue was the grain of Shihor, 
the harvest of the Nile; 
you were the merchant of the na

tions. 
4 Be ashamed, 0 Sidon, for the sea has 

spoken, 
the stronghold of the sea, saying: 

"I have neither travailed nor given 
birth, 

I have neither reared young men 
nor brought up virgins." 

s When the report comes to Egypt, 

i One ancienl Ms: Heb who passed over rhe sea, they replenished you 
22.22: Rev J.7. 23: Ezek 26.1-28.19; Joel 3.4-8; Amos 1.9-10; Zech 9.3-4. 
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they will be in anguish over 

report about Tyre. 
the face of the earth. 18 Her merchandise 

6 Pass over to Tarshish, 
wail, 0 inhabitants of the coast! 

7 Is this your exultant city 
whose origin is from days of old, 

whose feet carried her 
to settle afar? 

s Who has purposed this 
against Tyre, the bestower of 

crowns, 
whose merchants were princes, 

whose traders were the honored of 
the earth? 

9 The LORD of hosts has purposed it, 
to defile the pride of all glory, 
to dishonor all the honored of the 

earth. 
IO Overflow your land like the Nile, 

0 daughter of Tarshish; 
there is no restraint any more. 

11 He has stretched out his hand over 
the sea, 

he has shaken the kingdoms; 
the LORD has given command con

cerning Canaan 
to destroy its strongholds. 

12 And he said: 
"You will no more exult, 

0 oppressed virgin daughter of 
Sidon; 

arise, pass over to Cyprus, 
even there you will have no rest." 

l 3 Behold the land of the Chalde'ans ! 
This is the people; it was not Assyria. 
They destined Tyre for wild beasts. 
They erected their siege towers, they 
razed her palaces, they made her a 
ruin.' 
14 Wail, 0 ships of Tarshish, 

for your stronghold is laid waste. 
IS In that day Tyre will be forgotten for 
seventy years, like the days of one king. 
At the end of seventy years, it will 
happen to Tyre as in the song of the 
harlot: 
16 "Take a harp, 

go about the city, 
0 forgotten harlot ! 

Make sweet melody, 
sing many songs, 
that you may be remembered." 

17 At the end of seventy years, the LORD 
will visit Tyre, and she will return to 
her hire, and will play the harlot with 
all the kingdoms of the world upon the 
A- The Hebrew of this verse is obscure 
23.17: Rev 17.2. 24.8: Rev 18.22. 

and her hire will be dedicated to the 
LORD; it will riot be stored or hoarded, 
but her merch:c.ndise will supply abun
dant food and fine clothing for those 
who dwell before th~ LORD. 

24 Behold, the LORD will lay waste 
the earth and make it desolate, 

and he will twist its surface and 
scatter its inhabitants. 

2 And it shall be, as with the people, 
so with the priest; 

as with the slave, so with his 
master; 

as with the maid, so with her 
mistress; 

as with the buyer, so with the seller; 
as with the lender, so with the 

borrower; 
as with the creditor, so with the 

debtor. 
3 The earth shall be utterly laid waste 

and utterly despoiled; 
for the LORD has spoken this word. 

4 The earth mourns and withers, 
the world languishes and withers; 
the heavens languish together with 

the earth. 
S The earth lies polluted 

under its inhabitants; 
for they have transgressed the laws, 

violated the statutes, 
broken the everlasting cownant. 

6 Therefore a curse devours the earth, 
and its inhabitants suffer for their 

guilt; 
therefore the inhabitants of the earth 

are scorched, 
and few men arc left. 

7 The wine mourns, 
the vine languishe,, 
all the merry-hearted sigh. 

8 The mirth of the timbrels is stilled, 
the noise of the jubilant has ceased, 
the mirth of the lyre is stilled. 

9 No more do they drink wine with 
smgmg; 

strong drink is bitter to those who 
drink it. 

IO The city of chaos is broken down, 
every house is shut up so that none 

can enter. 
I I There is an outcry in the streets for 

lack of wine; 
all joy has reached its evenricte; 
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the gladness of the earth is ban

ished. 
12 Desolation is left in the city, 

the gates are battered into ruins. 
13 For thus it shall be in the midst of the 

earth 
among the nations, 

as when an olive tree is beaten, 
as at the gleaning when the vintage 

is done. 

14 They lift up their voices, they sing for 
joy; 

over the majesty of the LORD they 
shout from the west. 

is Therefore in the east give glory to the 
LORD; 

in the coastlands of the sea, to the 
name of the LORD, the God of 
Israel. 

16 From the ends of the earth we hear 
songs of praise, 

of glory to the Righteous One. 
But I say, "I pine away, 

I pine away. Woe is me! 
For the treacherous deal treacher

ously, 
the treacherous deal very treach

erously." 

17 Terror, and the pit, and the snare 
are upon you, 0 inhabitant of the 

earth! 
IH He who flees at the sound of the 

terror 
shall fall into the pit; 

and he who climbs out of the pit 
shall be caught in the snare. 

For the windows of heaven are 
opened, 

and the foundations of the earth 
tremble. 

19 The earth is utterly broken, 
the earth is rent asunder, 
the earth is violently shaken. 

20 The earth staggers like a drunken 
man, 

it sways like a hut; 
its transgression lies heavy upon it, 

and it falls, and will not rise again. 

and after many days they will be 
punished. 

23 Then the moon will be confounded, 
and the sun ashamed; 

for the LORD of hosts will reign 
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 

and before his elders he will manifest 
his glory. 

25 0 LORD, thou art my God; 
I will exalt thee, I will praise thy 

name; 
for thou hast done wonderful things, 

plans formed of old, faithful and 
sure. 

2 For thou hast made the city a heap, 
the fortified city a ruin; 

the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
it will never be rebuilt. 

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify 
thee; 

cities of ruthless nations will fear 
thee. 

4 For thou hast been a stronghold to 
the poor, 

a stronghold to the needy in his 
distress, 

a shelter from the storm and a 
shade from the heat; 

for the blast of the ruthless is like a 
storm against a wall, 

s like heat in a dry place. 
Thou dost subdue the noise of the 

aliens; 
as heat by the shade of a cloud, 
so the song of the ruthless is stilled. 

6 On this mountain the LORD of 
hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 
fat things, a feast of wine on the Ices, 
of fat things full of marrow, of wine on 
the Ices well refined. 7And he will de
stroy on this mountain the covering that 
is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. B He will swal
low up death for ever, and the Lord 
Goo will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the reproach of his people he will 
take away from all the earth; for the 
LORD has spoken. 

9 It will be said on that day, "Lo, 
21 On that day the LORD will punish this is our God; we have waited for 

the host of heaven, in heaven, him, that he might save us. This is the 
and the kings of the earth, on the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be 

earth. glad and rejoice in his salvation." 
22 They will be gathered together IO For the hand of the LORD will rest 

as prisoners in a pit; on this mountain, and Moab shall be 
they will be shut up in a prison, trodden down in his place, as straw is 

26.8: I Cor 15.54; Rev 7.17; 21.4. 25.10-12: Is 15-16; Jer 48; Ezek 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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Lee them see thy zeal for thy people, 

and be ashamed. 
rrodden down in a dung-pit. 11 And he 
will spread our his hands in rhe midsr of 
ir as a swimmer spreads his hands our 
co swim; bur rhe LORD will lay low his 
pride rogerher wirh rhe skill' of his 
hands. 12And rhe high fortificarions of 
his walls he will bring down, lay low, 
and case co rhe ground, even co rhe dusr. 

26 In char day chis song will be 
sung in rhe land of Judah: 

"We have a srrong ciry; 
he secs up salvarion 
as walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open rhe gares, 
char rhe righreous narion which 

keeps fairh 
may enter in. 

.1 Thou dose keep him in perfecr peace, 
whose mind is srayed on rhee, 
because he cruses in rhee. 

4 Trusr in rhe LORD for ever, 
for rhe LoRD Goo 
is an everlasring rock. 

5 For he has broughr low 
rhe inhabiranrs of rhe heighr, 
rhe lo fry ci ry. 

He lays ir low, lays ir low co rhe 
ground, 

cases ir co rhe dust. 
0 The foor rramples ir, 

the feet of rhe poor, 
the steps of the needy." 

7 The way of the righteous is level; 
thou m dost make smooth the path 

of the righteous. 
8 In the path of thy judgments, 

0 LORD, we wait for thee; 
thy memorial name 

is the desire of our soul. 
Y My soul yearns for thee in the 

night, 
my spirit within me earnestly seeks 

thee. 
For when rhy judgments are in the 

earth, 
the inhabitants of the world learn 

righteousness. 
10 If favor is shown co the wicked, 

he does not learn righreousness; 
in the land of uprightness he deals 

perversely 
and does not see the majesty of the 

LORD. 
11 0 LORD, thy hand is lifted up, 

but they see it not. 

Let the fire for thy adversaries con
sume them. 

12 0 LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for 
us, 

thou hast wrought for us all our 
works. 

13 O LORD our God, 
other lords besides thee have ruled 

over us, 
but thy name alone we acknowl

edge. 
14 They are dead, they will not live; 

they are shades, they will nor arise; 
to that end thou hast visited them 

with destruction 
and wiped out all remembrance of 

them. 
15 But thou hast increased the nation, 

0 LORD, 
thou hast increased rhe nation; 

thou art glorified; 
thou hast enlarged all the borders 

of the land. 

16 0 LORD, in distress they sought rhee, 
they poured out a prayer" 
when thy chastening was upon 

them. 
17 Like a woman with child, 

who writhes and cries out in her 
pangs, 

when she is near her time, 
so were we because of thee, 0 LORD; 

18 we were with child, we writhed, 
we have as it were brought forth 

wind. 
We have wrought no deliverance in 

the earth, 
and the inhabitants of the world 

have not fallen. 
19 Thy dead shall live, their bodies" 

shall rise. 
0 dwellers in the dusr, awake and 

sing for joy! 
For thy dew is a dew of light, 

and on the land of the shades thou 
wilt let it fall. 

20 Come, my people, enter your cham
bers, 

and shut your doors behind you; 
hide yourselves for a little while 

until the wrath is past. 
21 For behold, the LORD is coming 

forth out of his place 
1 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncenain m Cn Compare Gk: Heb thou (1hac art) upnghr 
" Heb uncertain ° Cn Compare Syr Tg: Heb my body 
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to punish the inhabitants of the 

earth for their iniquity, 
and the earth will disclose the blood 

shed upon her, 
and will no more cover her slain. 

27 In that day the LORD with his 
hard and great and strong sword 

will punish Leviathan the fleeing 
serpent, Leviathan the twisting ser
pent, and he will slay the dragon that 
is in the sea. 

2 In that day: 
"A pleasant vineyard, sing of it! 

.1 I, the LORD, am its keeper; 
every moment I water it. 

Lest any one harm it, 
I guard it night and day; 
I have no wrath. 

Would that I had thorns and briers 
to battle! 

I would set out against them, 
I would burn them up together. 

' Or let them lay hold of my protec
tion, 

let them make peace with me, 
let them make peace with me." 

" In days to come'' Jacob shall take 
root, 

Israel shall blossom and put forth 
shoots, 

and fill the whole world with fruit. 

7 Has he smitten them as he smote 
those who smote them? 

Or have they been slain as their 
slayers were slain? 

x Measure by measure,' by exile thou 
didst contend with them; 

he removed them with his fierce 
blast in the day of the east 

wind. 
" Therefore by this the guilt of Jacob 

will be expiated, 
and thi~ will be the full fruit of the 

removal of his sin: 
when he makes all the stones of the 

altars 
like chalkstones crushed to pieces, 
no Ashe'rim or incense altars will 

remain standing. 
10 For the fortified city is solitary, 

a habitation deserted and forsaken, 
like the wilderness; 

there the calf grazes, 

there he lies down, and strips its 
branches. 

11 When its boughs are dry, they are 
broken; 

women come and make a fire of 
them. 

For this is a people without discern
ment; 

therefore he who made them will 
not have compassion on them, 

he that formed them will show 
them no favor. 

12 In that day from the river Eu
phra'tes to the Brook of Egypt the LORD 
will thresh out the grain, and you will 
be gathered one by one, 0 people of 
Israel. l3And in that day a great trumpet 
will be blown, and those who were lost 
in the land of Assyria and those who 
were driven out to the land of Egypt 
will come and worship the LORD on the 
holy mountain at Jerusalem. 

28 Woe to the proud crown of the 
drunkards of E'phraim, 

and to the fading flower of its 
glorious beauty, 

which is on the head of the rich 
valley of those overcome with 
wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord has one who is 
mighty and strong; 

like a storm of hail, a destroying 
tempest, 

like a storm of mighty, overflowing 
waters, 

he will cast down to the earth with 
violence. 

3 The proud crown of the drunkards of 
E'phrairn 

will be trodden under foot; 
4 and the fading flower of its glorious 

beauty, 
which is on the head of the rich 

valley, 
will be like a first-ripe fig before the 

summer: 
when a man sees it, he eats it up 
as soon as it is in his hand. 

s In that day the LoRD of hosts will be 
a crown of glory, 

and a diadem of beauty, to the 
remnant of his people; 

6 and a spirit of justice to him who sits 
in judgment, 

11 Heh J'Jwse ro cumc 'Compare Syr Vg Tg: The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 
27.13: Mt 24.JI' I Cor 15.52; I Thcss 4.16. 
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"Behold, I am laying in Zion for a 

foundation 
and strength to those who tum 

back the battle at the gate. 

7 These also reel with wine 
and stagger with strong drink; 

the priest and the prophet reel with 
strong drink, 

they are confused with wine, 
they stagger with strong drink; 

they err in vision, 
they stumble in giving judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit, 
no place is without filthiness. 

9 "Whom will he teach knowledge, 
and to whom will he explain the 

message? 
Those who are weaned from the 

milk, 
those taken from the breast? 

10 For it is precept upon precept, pre
cept upon precept, 

line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little, there a little." 

11 Nay, but by men of strange lips 
and with an alien tongue 

the LORD will speak to this people, 
12 to whom he has said, 

"This is rest; 
give rest to the weary; 

and this is repose"; 
yet they would not hear. 

13 Therefore the word of the LORD will 
be to them 

precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept, 

line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little, there a little; 

that they may go, and fall backward, 
and be broken, and snared, and 

taken. 

14 Therefore hear the word of the LORD, 
you scoffers, 

who rule this people in Jerusalem! 
IS Because you have said, "We have 

made a covenant with death, 
and with Sheol we have an agree

ment; 
when the overwhelming scourge 

passes through 
it will not come to us; 

for we have made lies our refuge, 
and in falsehood we have taken 

shelter"; 
16 therefore thus says the Lord Goo, 
28.11-12: I Cor 14.21. 28.12: Mt 11.29. 
28.16: Rom 9.33; 10.11; I Pet 2.4-6. 

a stone, a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, of a sure 

foundation : 
'He who believes will not be in 

haste.' 
17 And I will make justice the line, 

and righteousness the plummet; 
and hail will sweep away the refuge 

of lies, 
and waters will overwhelm the 

shelter.'' 
18 Then your covenant with death will 

be annulled, 
and your agreement with Sheol will 

not stand; 
when the overwhelming scourge 

passes through 
you will be beaten down by it. 

19 As often as it passes through it will 
take you; 

for morning by morning it will pass 
through, 

by day and by night; 
and it will be sheer terror to under

stand the message. 
20 For the bed is too short to stretch 

oneself on it, 
and the covering too narrow to 

wrap oneself in it. 
21 For the LORD will rise up as on 

Mount Pera'zim, 
he will be wroth as in the valley of 

Gibeon; 
to do his deed-strange is his deed ! 

and to work his work-alien is his 
work! 

22 Now therefore do not scoff, 
lest your bonds be made strong; 

for I have heard a decree of destruc
tion 

from the Lord Goo of hosts upon 
the whole land. 

23 Give ear, and hear my voice; 
hearken, and hear my speech. 

24 Does he who plows for sowing plow 
continually? 

does he continually open and har
row his ground? 

25 When he has leveled its surface, 
does he not scatter dill, sow 

cummin, 
and put in wheat in rows 

and barley in its proper place, 
and spelt as the border? 
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26 For he is instructed aright ; 

his God teaches him. 

27 Dill is not threshed with a threshing 
sledge, 

nor is a cart wheel rolled over 
cummin; 

but dill is beaten out with a stick, 
and cummin with a rod. 

2R Does one crush bread grain? 
No, he does not thresh it for ever; 

when he drives his cart wheel over it 
with his horses, he does not crush 

it. 
2Y This also comes from the LORD of 

hosts; 
he is wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in wisdom. 

29 Ho Ariel, Ariel, 
the city where David encamped! 

Add year to year ; 
let the feasts run their round. 

2 Yet I will distress Ariel, 
and there shall be moaning and 

lamentation, 
and she shall be to me like an 

Ariel. 
.1 And I will encamp against you round 

about, 
and will besiege you with towers 
and I will raise siegeworks against 

you. 
4 Then deep from the earth you shall 

speak, 
from low in the dust your words 

shall come; 
your voice shall come from the 

ground like the voice of a ghost, 
and your speech shall whisper out 

of the dust. 

' But the multitude of your foes• shall 
be like small dust, 

and the multitude of the ruthless 
like passing chaff. 

And in an instant, suddenly, 
6 you will be visited by the LORD 

of hosts 
with thunder and with earthquake 

and great noise, 
with whirlwind and tempest, and 

the flame of a devouring fire. 
7 And the multitude of all the nations 

that fight against Ariel, 
all that fight against her and her 

stronghold and distress her, 
/j Cn: Heb strangers 

shall be like a dream, a vision of the 
night. 

R As when a hungry man dreams he is 
eating 

and awakes with his hunger not 
satisfied, 

or as when a thirsty man dreams he 
is drinking 

and awakes faint, with his thirst not 
quenched, 

so shall the multitude of all the na
tions be 

that fight against Mount Zion. 

Y Stupefy yourselves and be in a stupor, 
blind yourselves and be blind! 

Be drunk, but not with wine; 
stagger, but not with strong drink! 

10 For the LORD has poured out upon 
you 

a spirit of deep sleep, 
and has closed your eyes, the proph

ets, 
and covered your heads, the seers. 

11 And the vision of all this has be
come to you like the words of a book 
that is sealed. When men give it to one 
who can read, saying, "Read this," he 
says, "I cannot, for it is sealed." I2And 
when they give the book to one who 
cannot read, saying, "Read this," he 
says, "I cannot read." 

13 And the Lord said : 
"Because this people draw near with 

their mouth 
and honor me with their lips, 
while their hearts are far from me, 

and their fear of me is a command
ment of men learned by rote; 

14 therefore, behold, I will again 
do marvelous things with this 

people, 
wonderful and marvelous; 

and the wisdom of their wise men 
shall perish, 

and the discernment of their dis
cerning men shall be hid." 

IS Woe to those who hide deep from 
the LORD their counsel, 

whose deeds are in the dark, 
and who say, "Who sees us? 

Who knows us?" 
16 You tum things upside down! 

Shall the potter be regarded as the 
clay; 

29.13: Mt 15.8-9; Mk 7.6-7. 29.14: I Cor 1.19. 29.18: ls 45.9; Rom 9.20. 
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that the thing made should say of its 

maker, 
"He did not make me"; 

or the thing formed say of him who 
formed it, 

"He has no understanding":> 

17 Is it not yet a very linle while 
until Lebanon shall be turned into 

a fruitful field, 
and the fruitful field shall be re

garded as a forest? 
18 In that day the deaf shall hear 

the words of a book, 
and out of their gloom and darkness 

the eyes of the blind shall see. 
19 The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the 

LORD, 
and the poor among men shall 

exult in the Holy One of Israel. 
~o For the ruthless shall come to nought 

and the scoffer cease, 
and all who watch to do evil shall 

be cut off, 
21 who by a word make a man out to be 

an offender, 
and lay a snare for him who re

proves in the gate, 
and with an empty plea turn aside 

him who is in the right. 

22 Therefore thus says the LORD, 
who redeemed Abraham, concerning 
the house of Jacob: 

"Jacob shall no more be ashamed, 
no more shall his face grow 

pale. 
23 For when he sees his children, 

the work of my hands, in his midst, 
they will sanctify my name; 

they will sanctify the Holy One of 
Jacob, 

and will stand in awe of the God of 
Israel. 

24 And those who err in spirit will come 
to understanding, 

and those who murmur will accept 
instruction.,, 

30 "Woe to the rebellious children," 
says the LORD, 

"who carry out a plan, but not 
mine; 

and who make a league, but not of my 
spirit, 

that they may add sin to sin; 
2 who set ouc to go down to Egypt, 

without asking for my counsel, 
29.18-19: Mt 11.5. 

Unreliability of Egypt 
to take refuge in the protection of 

Pharaoh, 
and to seek shelter in the shadow of 

Egypt! 
.\ Therefore shall the protection of 

Pharaoh turn to your shame, 
and the shelter in the shadow of 

Egypt to your humiliation. 
4 For though his officials are at Zo 'an 

and his envoys reach Ha'nes, 
' every one comes to shame 

through a people that cannot profit 
them, 

that brings neither help nor profit, 
but shame and disgrace." 

6 An oracle on the beasts of the Negeb. 
Through a land of trouble and 

anguish, 
from where come the lioness and 

the lion, 
the viper and the flying serpent, 

they carry their riches on the backs 
of asses, 

and their treasures on the humps of 
camels, 

to a people that cannot profit 
chem. 

7 For Egypt's help is worthless and 
empty, 

therefore I have called her 
"Rahab who sits still." 

8 And now, go, write it before them on 
a tablet, 

and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the rime to come 

as a wi mess for ever. 
9 For they are a rebellious people, 

lying sons, 
sons who will nor hear 

the instruction of the LORD; 
10 who say to the seers, "See nor"; 

and to the prophets, "Prophesy 
not to us what is right; 

speak to us smooth things, 
prophesy illusions, 

11 leave the way, turn aside from the 
path, 

let us hear no more of the Holy One 
of Israel." 

12 Therefore thus says the Holy One 
of Israel, 

"Because you despise this word, 
and trust in oppression and per

verseness, 
and rely on chem; 

I.\ therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
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like a break in a high wall, bulging unclean things; you will say to them, 

out, and about to collapse, "Begone!" 
whose crash comes suddenly, in an 23 And he will give rain for the seed 

instant; with which you sow the ground, and 
14 and its breaking is like that of a grain, the produce of the ground, which 

potter's vessel will be rich and plenteous. In that day 
which is smashed so ruthlessly your cattle will graze in large pastures; 

that among its fragments not a sherd 24 and the oxen and the asses that till the 
is found ground will eat salted provender, which 

with which to take fire from the has been winnowed with shovel and 
hearth, fork. 25And upon every lofty mountain 

or to dip up water out of the cis- and every high hill there will be brooks 
tern." running with water, in the day of the 

IS For thus said the Lord Goo, the 
Holy One of Israel, 

"In returning and rest you shall 
be saved; 

in quietness and in trust shall be 
your strength." 

And you would not, 16 but you 
said, 

"No! We will speed upon horses," 
therefore you shall speed away; 

and, "We will ride upon swift steeds," 
therefore your pursuers shall be 

swift. 
17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of 

one, 
at the threat of five you shall flee, 

till you are left 
like a flagstaff on the top of a 

mountain, 
like a signal on a hill. 

18 Therefore the LORD waits to be 
gracious to you; 

therefore he exalts himself to show 
mercy to you. 

For the LORD is a God of justice; 
blessed are all those who wait for 

him. 
19 Yea, 0 people in Zion who dwell 

at Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. 
He will surely be gracious to you at the 
sound of your cry; when he hears it, 
he will answer you. 20And though the 
Lord give you the bread of adversity 
and the water of affliction, yet your 
Teacher will not hide himself any mere, 
but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 
2IAnd your ears shall hear a word be
hind you, saying, "This is the way, 
walk in it," when you turn to the right 
or when you turn to the left. 22 Then 
you will defile your silver-covered 
graven images and your gold-plated 
molten images. You will scatter them as 
1 Or Topheth 11 Or Molech 

great slaughter, when the towers fall. 
26 Moreover the light of the moon will 
be as the light of the sun, and the light 
of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light 
of seven days, in the day when the LORD 
binds up the hurt of his people, and 
heals the wounds inflicted by his 
blow. 

27 Behold, the name of the LORD comes 
from far, 

burning with his anger, and in 
thick rising smoke ; 

his lips are full of indignation, 
and his tongue is like a devouring 

fire; 
28 his breath is like an overflowing 

stream 
that reaches up to the neck; 

to sift the nations with the sieve of 
destruction, 

and to place on the jaws of the 
peoples a bridle that leads astray. 

29 You shall have a song as in the 
night when a holy feast is kept; and 
gladness of heart, as when one sets out 
to the sound of the flute to go to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of 
Israel. 30And the LORD will cause his 
majestic voice to be heard and the 
descending blow of his arm to be seen, 
in furious anger and a flame of devour
ing tire, with a cloudburst and tempest 
and hailstones. 31 The Assyrians will be 
terror-stricken at the voice of the LORD, 
when he smites with his rod. 32And 
every stroke of the staff of punishment 
which the LORD lays upon them will be 
to the sound of timbrels and lyres; 
battling with brandished arm he will 
fight with them. 33 For a burning placet 
has long been prepared; yea, for the 
kingu it is made ready, its pyre made 
deep and wide, with fire and wood in 
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and his young men shall be put to 

forced labor. 
abundance; the breath of the Lo RD, 
like a stream of brimstone, kindles 
it. 

31 Woe to those who go down to 
Egypt for help 

and rely on horses, 
who trust in chariots because they 

arc many 
and in horsemen because they are 

very strong, 
but do not look to the Holy One of 

Israel 
or consult the LORD! 

2 And yet he is wise and brings dis
aster, 

he does not call back his words, 
but will arise against the house of the 

evildoers, 
and against the helpers of those 

who work iniquity. 
3 The Egyptians are men, and not 

God; 
and their horses are flesh, and not 

spirit. 
When the LORD stretches out his 

hand, 
the helper will stumble, and he 

who is helped will fall, 
and they will all perish together. 

4 For thus the LORD said to me, 
As a lion or a young lion growls over 

his prey, 
and when a band of shepherds is 

called forth against him 
is not terrified by their shouting 

or daunted at their noise, 
so the LORD of hosts will come down 

to fight upon Mount Zion and 
upon its hill. 

s Like birds hovering, so the LORD of 
hosts 

will protect Jerusalem; 
he will protect and deliver it, 

he will spare and rescue it. 

6 Turn to him from whom you v have 
deeply revolted, 0 people of Israel. 
7 For in that day every one shall cast 
away his idols of silver and his idols of 
gold, which your hands have sinfully 
made for you. 

8 "And the Assyrian shall fall by a 
sword, not of man; 

and a sword, not of man, shall de
vour him; 

and he shall flee from the sword, 
1' Heb they 

9 His rock shall pass away in terror, 
and his officers desert the standard 

in panic," 
says the LoRD, whose fire is in Zion, 

and whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 

32 Behold, a king will reigri in 
nghteousness, 

and princes will rule in justice. 
2 Each will be like a hiding place from 

the wind, 
a covert from the tempest, 

like streams of water in a dry place, 
!Ace the shade of a great rock in a 

weary land. 
3 Then the eyes of those who see will 

not be closed, 
and the ears of those who hear will 

hearken. 
4 The mind of the rash will have good 

judgment, 
and the· tongue of the stammerers 

will speak readily and distinctly. 
5 The fool will no more be called noble, 

nor the knave said to be honorable. 
6 For the fool speaks folly, 

and his mind plots iniquity: 
to practice ungodliness, 

to utter error concerning the LORD, 
to leave the craving of the hungry 

unsatisfied, 
and to deprive the thirsty of drink. 

7 The knaveries of the knave are evil; 
he devises wicked devices 

to ruin the poor with lying words, 
even when the plea of the needy is 

right. 
8 But he who is noble devises noble 

things, 
and by noble things he stands. 

9 Rise up, you women who are at ease, 
hear my voice; 

you complacent daughters, give 
ear to my speech. 

10 In little more than a year 
you will shudder, you complacent 

women; 
for the vintage will fail, 

the fruit harvest will not come. 
11 Tremble, you women who are at ease, 

shudder, you complacent ones; 
strip, and make yourselves bare, 

and gird sackcloth upon your loins. 
12 Beat upon your breasts for the 

pleasant fields, 
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for the fruitful vine, 

13 for the soil of my people 
growing up in thorns and briers ; 

yea, for all the joyous houses 
in the joyful city. 

14 For the palace will be forsaken, 
the populous city deserted; 

the hill and the watchtower 
will become dens for ever, 

a joy of wild asses, 
a pasture of flocks; 

15 until the Spirit is poured upon us 
from on high, 

and the wilderness becomes a 
fruitful field, 

and the fruitful field is deemed a 
forest. 

16 Then justice will dwell in the wilder
ness, 

and righteousness abide in the 
fruitful field. 

17 And the effect of righteousness will 
be peace, 

and the result of righteousness, 
quietness and trust for ever. 

18 My people will abide in a peaceful 
habitation, 

in secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places. 

19 And the forest will utterly go down,w 
and the city will be utterly laid low. 

20 Happy are you who sow beside all 
waters, 

who let the feet of the ox and the 
ass range free. 

33 Woe to you, destroyer, 
who yourself have not been de

stroyed; 
you treacherous one, 

with whom none has dealt treach
erously! 

When you have ceased to destroy, 
you will be destroyed; 

and when you have made an end of 
dealing treacherously, 

you will be dealt wich treacher
ously. 

2 0 LoRD, be gracious to us; we wait 
for thee. 

Be our arm every morning, 
our salvation in the time of trouble. 

3 At the thunderous noise peoples flee, 
at the lifting up of thyself nations 

are scattered ; 

w Co: Heb A11d ii will hai-1 when the jtJresl com~s doum 
11 Tur meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
z One ancient Ms: Heb dties 

4 and spoil is gathered as the cater
pillar gathers; 

as locusts leap, men leap upon it. 

s The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on 
high; 

he will fill Zion with justice and 
righteousness; 

6 and he will be the stability of your 
times, 

abundance of salvation, wisdom, 
and knowledge; 

the fear of the LORD is his treasure. 

7 Behold, the valiant onesY cry without; 
the envoys of peace weep bitterly. 

8 The highways lie waste, 
the wayfaring man ceases. 

Covenants are broken, 
witnesses z are despised, 
there is no regard for man. 

9 The land mourns and languishes; 
Lebanon is confounded and withers 

away; 
Sharon is like a desert; 

and Bashan and Carmel shake off 
their leaves. 

10 "Now I will arise," says the LORD, 
"now I will lift myself up; 
now I will be exalted. 

II You conceive chaff, you bring forth 
stubble; 

your breath is a fire that will con
swne you. 

12 And the peoples will be as if burned 
to lime, 

like thorns cut down, that are 
burned in the fire." 

13 Hear, you who are far off, what I have 
done; 

and you who are near, acknowledge 
my might. 

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; 
trembling has seized the godless: 

"Who among us can dwell with the 
devouring fire? 

Who among us can dwell with 
everlasting burnings?" 

15 He who walks righteously and speaks 
uprightly, 

who despises the gain of oppres
sions, 

who shakes his hands, lest they hold 
a bribe, 
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who stops his ears from hearing of 

bloodshed 
and shuts his eyes from looking 

upon evil, 
16 he will dwell on the heights; 

his place of defense will be the 
fortresses of rocks; 

his bread will be given him, his 
water will be sure. 

17 Your eyes will see the king in his 
beauty; 

they will behold a land that 
stretches afar. 

18 Your mind will muse on the terror: 
"Where is he who counted, 

where is he who weighed the 
tribute? 

Where is he who counted the 
towers?" 

JQ You will see no more the insolent 
people, 

the people of an obscure speech 
which you cannot comprehend, 

stammering in a tongue which you 
cannot understand. 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our ap
pointed feasts! 

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
a quiet habitation, an immovable 

tent, 
whose stakes will never be plucked 

up, 
nor will any of its cords be broken. 

21 But there the LORD in majesty will be 
for us 

a place of broad rivers and streams, 
where no galley with oars can go, 

nor stately ship can pass. 
22 For the LORD is our judge, the LORD 

is our ruler, 
the LORD is our king; he will save 

us. 

2.1 Your tackle hangs loose; 
it cannot hold the mast firm in its 

place, 
or keep the sail spread out. 

Then prey and spoil in abundance 
will be divided; 

even the lame will take the prey. 
24 And no inhabitant will say, "I am 

sick,,· 
the peo'ple who dwell there will 

be forgiven their iniquity. 
u Heb her streams 

God's anger at the nations 

34 Draw near, 0 nations. to hear, 
and hearken, 0 peoples! 

Let the earth listen, and all that fills 
it; 

the world, and all that comes from 
it. 

2 For the LORD is enraged against all 
the nations, 

and furious against all their host, 
he has doomed them, has given 

them over for slaughter. 
-' Their slain shall be cast out, 

and the stench of their corpses 
shall rise; 

the mountains shall flow with their 
blood. 

4 All the host of heaven shall rot away, 
and the skies roll up like a scroll. 

All their host shall fall, 
as leaves fall from the vine, 
like leaves falling from the fig tree. 

' For my sword has drunk its fill in the 
heavens; 

behold, it descends for judgment 
upon Edom, 

upon the people I have doomed. 
6 The LORD has a sword; it is sated 

with blood, 
it is gorged with fat, 
with the blood of lambs and goats, 
with the fat of the kidneys of rams. 

For the LORD has a sacrifice in Boz
rah, 

a great slaughter in the land of 
Edom. 

7 Wild oxen shall fall with them, 
and young steers with the mighty 

bulls. 
Their land shall be soaked with 

blood, 
and their soil made rich with fat. 

8 For the LORD has a day of vengeance, 
a year of recompense for the cause 

of Zion. 
q And the streams of Edom" shall be 

turned into pitch, 
and her soil into brimstone; 
her land shall become burning 

pitch. 
10 Night and day it shall not be 

quenched; 
its smoke shall go up for ever. 

From generation to generation it shall 
lie waste; 

34: ls 63.1-6; Jcr 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; Obad; Mal 1.2-5. 34.4: Rev 6.13-14. 
34.9-10: Rev 19.3. 
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none shall pass through it for ever 3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

and ever. and make firm the feeble knees. 
11 But the hawk and the porcupine shall 4 Say to those who are of a fearful 

possess it, heart, 
the owl and the raven shall dwell "Be strong, fear not! 

in it. Behold, your God 
He shall stretch the line of confusion will come with vengeance, 

over it, with the recompense of God. 
and the plummet of chaos overb He will come and save you." 

its nobles. 
12 They shall name it No Kingdom 

There, 
and all its princes shall be nothing. 

13 Thorns shall grow over its strong
holds, 

nettles and thistles in its fortresses. 
It shall be the haunt of jackals, 

an abode for ostriches. 
14 And wild beasts shall meet with 

hyenas, 
the satyr shall cry to his fellow; 

yea, there shall the night hag alight, 
and find for herself a resting place. 

IS There shall the owl nest and lay 
and hatch and gather her young 

in her shadow; 
yea, there shall the kites be gathered, 

each one with her mate. 
16 Seek and read from the book of the 

LORD: 
Not one of these shall be missing; 
none shall be without her mate. 

For the mouth of the LORD has 
commanded, 

and his Spirit has gathered them. 
17 He has cast the lot for them, 

his hand has portioned it out to 
them with the line; 

they shall possess it for ever, 
from generation to generation they 

shall dwell in it. 

35 The wilderness and the dry 
land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blos
som; 

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom 
abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given 

to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 

s Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped ; 
6 then shall the lame man leap like a 

hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing 

for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the 

wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 

7 the burning sand shall become a 
pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp,< 

the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 

8 And a highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy 

Way; 
the unclean shall not pass over it,d 

and fools shall not err therein. 
9 No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come 
up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, 

and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. 

36 In the fourteenth year of King 
Hezeki'ah, Sennach'erib king of 

Assyria came up against all the fortified 
cities of Judah and took them. 2And the 
king of Assyria sent the Rab'shakeh 
from Lachish to King Hezeki'ah at 
Jerusalem, with a great army. And he 
stood by the conduit of the upper pool 

IJ Heh lacks over r Cn: Heb in the haum of jacka/$ is her restfrig place 
d Heb it a11J he is for 1hem a wayfarer 
35.3: Heb 12.12. 35.5-6: Mt 11.5; Lk 7.22. 36.1-38.8, 21-22: 2 Kings 18.13-20.11; 2 Chron 32.1-24. 



ISAIAH 36 630 Sennacherib invades Judah 
on the highway to the Fuller's Field. then every one of you will eat of his 
-'And there came out to him Eli'akim the own vine, and every one of his own fig 
son of Hilki'ah, who was over the house- tree, and every one of you will drink the 
hold, and Shebna the secretary, and water of his own cistern; 17 until I come 
Jo'ah the son of Asaph, the recorder. and take you away to a land like your 

4 And the Rab'shakeh said to them, own land, a land of grain and wine, a 
"Say to Hezeki'ah, 'Thus says the great land of bread and vineyards. 18 Beware 
king, the king of Assyria: On what do lest Hezeki'ah mislead you by saying, 
you rest this confidence of yours? 5 Do "The LORD will deliver us." Has any of 
you think that mere words are strategy the gods of the nations delivered his 
and power for war? On whom do you land out of the hand of the king of 
now rely, that you have rebelled against Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of 
me? 6 Behold, you are relying on Egypt, Hamath and Arpad? Where are the 
that broken reed of a staff, which will gods of Sepharva'im? Have they de
pierce the hand of any man who leans livered Samar'ia out of my hand? 
on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to 20 Who among all the gods of these 
all who rely on him. 7 But if you say to countries have delivered their countries 
me, "We rely on the LORD our God," is our of my hand, that the LORD should 
ir not he whose high places and altars deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?' " 
Hezeki'ah has removed, saying to Judah 21 But they were silent and answered 
and to Jerusalem, "You shall worship him not a word, for the king's command 
before this altar"? 8 Come now, make a was, "Do not answer him." 22 Then 
wager with my master the king of Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, who was 
Assyria: I will give you two thousand over the household, and Shebna the 
horses, if you are able on your part to secretary, and Jo'ah the son of Asaph, 
set riders upon them. 9 How then can the recorder, came to Hezeki'ah with 
you repulse a single captain among the their clothes rent, and told him the 
least of my master's servants, when you words of the Rab'shakeh. 
rely on Egypt for chariots and for horse- 37 When King Hezeki'ah heard ir, 
men? 10 Moreover, is it without the he rent his clothes, and covered 
LORD that I have come up against this himself with sackcloth, and went into 
land to destroy it? The LORD said to me, the house of the LORD. 2And he sent 
Go up against this land, and destroy Eli'akim, who was over the household, 
it.' " and Shebna the secretary, and the 

11 Then Eli'akim, Shebna, and Jo'ah senior priests, clothed with sackcloth, 
said to the Rab'shakeh, "Pray, speak to to the prophet Isaiah the son of Arnoz. 
your servants in Aramaic, for we under- ~They said to him, "Thus says Hezeki'
stand it; do not speak to us in the ah, 'This day is a day of distress, of 
language of Judah within the hearing of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have 
the people who are on the wall." 12 But come to the birth, and there is no 
the Rab'shakeh said, "Has my master strength to bring them forth. 4 It may 
sent me to speak these words to your be that the LORD your God heard the 
master and to you, and not to the men words of the Rab'shakeh, whom his 
sitting on the wall, who are doomed master the king of Assyria has sent to 
with you to eat their own dung and mock the living God, and will rebuke 
drink their own urine?" the words which the LORD your God has 

13 Then the Rab'shakeh stood and heard; therefore lift up your prayer for 
called out in a loud voice in the language the remnant that is left.' " 
of Judah: "Hear the words of the great 5 When the servants of King Hezeki' -
king, the king of Assyria! 14 Thus says ah came to Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to them, 
the king: 'Do not let Hezeki'ah deceive "Say to your master, 'Thus says the 
you, for he will not be able to deliver LORD: Do not be afraid because of the 
you. 15 Do not let Hezeki'ah make you words that you have heard, with which 
rely on the LORD by saying, "The LORD the servants of the king of Assyria have 
will surely deliver us; this city will not reviled me. 7 Behold, I will put a spirit 
be given into the hand of the king of in him, so that he shall hear a rumor, 
Assyria." 16 Do not listen to Hezeki'ah; and return to his own land; and I will 
for thus says the king of Assyria: Make make him fall by the sword in his own 
your peace with me and come out to me; land.' " 
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she wags her head behind you-8 The Rab'shakeh returned, and 

found the king of Assyria fighting 
against Libnah; for he had heard that 
the king had left Lachish. 9 Now the 
king heard concerning Tirha'kah king of 
Ethiopia, "He has set out to fight 
against you." And when he heard it, he 
sent messengers to Hezeki'ah, saying, 
IO "Thus shall you speak to Hezeki'ah 
king of Judah : 'Do not let your God on 
whom you rely deceive you by promis
ing that Jerusalem will not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria. 11 Be
hold, you have heard what the kings of 
Assyria have done to all lands, destroy
ing them utterly. And shall you be de
livered? 12 Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them, the nations which my 
fathers destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Re
zeph, and the people of Eden who were 
in Telas'sar? 13 Where is the king 
of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the 
king of the city of Sepharva'im, 
the king of Hena, or the king of lv
vah?'" 

14 Hezeki'ah received the letter from 
the hand of the messengers, and read 
it; and Hezeki'ah went up to the house 
of the LORD, and spread it before the 
LORD. 15And Hezeki'ah prayed to the 
LORD: 16 "0 LORD of hosts, God of 
Israel, who an enthroned above the 
cherubim, thou an the God, thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou 
hast made heaven and eanh. 17 Incline 
thy ear, 0 LORD, and hear; open thy 
eyes, 0 LORD, and see; and hear all the 
words of Sennach'erib, which he has 
sent to mock the living God. 18 Of a 
truth, 0 LORD, the kings of Assyria 
have laid waste all the nations and their 
lands, 19 and have cast their gods into 
the fire; for they were no gods, but the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone; 
therefore they were destroyed. 20 So 
now, 0 LoRD our God, save us from his 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the eanh 
may know that thou alone an the 
LORD." 

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
to Hezeki'ah, saying, "Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel: Because you 
have prayed to me concerning Sen
nach' erib king of Assyria, 22 this is the 
word that the LORD has spoken con
cerning him : 

'She despises you, she scorns you
the virgin daughter of Zion; 

' With 2 Kings 19.26: Heb field 

the daughter of Jerusalem. 

23 'Whom have you mocked and reviled? 
Against whom have you raised 

your voice 
and haughtily lifted your eyes? 

Against the Holy One of Israel ! 
24 By your servants you have mocked 

the Lord, 
and you have said, With my many 

chariots 
have gone up the heights of the 

mountains, 
to the far recesses of Lebanon; 

I felled its tallest cedars, 
its choicest cypresses; 

I came to its remotest height, 
its densest forest. 

25 I dug wells 
and drank waters, 

and I dried up with the sole of my 
foot 

all the streams of Egypt. 

26 'Have you not heard 
that I determined it long ago? 

I planned from days of old 
what now I bring to pass, 

that you should make fortified cities 
crash into heaps of ruins, 

27 while their inhabitants, shorn of 
strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
and have become like plants of the 

field 
and like tender grass, 

like grass on the housetops, 
blighted e before it is grown. 

28 'I know your sitting down 
and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

29 Because you have raged against me 
and your arrogance has come to 

my ears, 
I will put my hook in your nose 

and my bit in your mouth, 
and I will turn you back on the way 

by which you came.' 

30 "And this shall be the sign for 
you: this year eat what grows of itself, 
and in the second year what springs of 
the same; then in the third year sow and 
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat their 
fruit. 31And the surviving remnant of 
the house of Judah shall again take root 
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downward, and bear fruit upward; 32 for sun on the dial of Ahaz tum back ten 
out of Jerusalem shall go forth a rem- steps." So the sun turned back on the 
nant, and out of Mount Zion a band of dial the ten steps by which it had de
survivors. The zeal of the LORD of hosts clined.f 
will accomplish this. 

33 "Therefore thus says the LORD 
concerning the king of Assyria: He shall 
not come into this city, or shoot an 
arrow there, or come before it with a 
shield, or cast up a siege mound against 
it. .14 By the way that he came, by the 
same he shall return, and he shall not 
come into this city, says the LORD. 
35 For I will defend this city to save it, 
for my own sake and for the sake of my 
servant David." 

36 And the angel of the LORD went 
forth, and slew a hundred and eighty
five thousand in the camp of the As
syrians; and when men arose early in 
the morning, behold, these were all 
dead bodies. 37 Then Sennach'erib king 
of Assyria departed, and went home and 
dwelt at Nin'eveh. 38And as he was 
worshiping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, Adram'melech and Share'zer, his 
sons, slew him with the sword, and 
escaped into the land of Ararat. And E'
sar-had'don his son reigned in his stead. 

38 In those days Hezeki'ah became 
sick and was at the point of death. 

And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said to him, "Thus 
says the LORD: Set your house in order; 
for you shall die, you shall not recover." 
2 Then Hezeki'ah turned his face to the 
wall, and prayed to the LORD, 3 and 
said, "Remember now, 0 LORD, I be
seech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in faithfulness and with a whole 
heart, and have done what is good in thy 
sight." And Hezeki'ah wept bitterly. 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to 
Isaiah: s "Go and say to Hezeki'ah, 
Thus says the LORD, the God of David 
your father: I have heard your prayer, 
I have seen your tears; behold, I will 
add fifteen years to your life. 6 I will 
deliver you and this city out of the hand 
of the king of Assyria, and defend this 
city. 

7 "This is the sign to you from the 
LORD, that the LORD will do this thing 
that he has promised: 8 Behold, I will 
make the shadow cast by the declining 

9 A writing of Hezeki'ah king of 
Judah, after he had been sick and had 
recovered from his sickness : 
10 I said, In the noontide of my days 

I must depart; 
I am consigned to the gates of Sheol 

for the rest of my years. 
11 I said, I shall not see the LORD 

in the land of the living; 
I shall look upon man no more 

among the inhabitants of the world. 
12 My dwelling is plucked up and re

moved from me 
like a shepherd's tent; 

like a weaver I have rolled up my life; 
he cuts me off from the loom; 

from day to night thou dost bring 
me to an end ;9 

13 I cry for help 11 until morning; 
like a lion he breaks all my bones ; 

from day to night thou dost bring 
me to an end.9 

14 Like a swallow or a crane• I clamor, 
I moan like a dove. 

My eyes are weary with looking up
ward. 

0 Lord, I am oppressed; be thou 
my security! 

IS But what can I say? For he has spoken 
to me, 

and he himself has done it. 
All my sleep has fledJ 

because of the bitterness 
soul. 

of my 

16 0 Lord, by these things men live, 
and in all these is the life of my 

spirit.A-
Oh, restore me to health and make 

me live! 
17 Lo, it was for my welfare 

that I had great bitterness; 
but thou hast held back' mv life 

from the pit of destruction, 
for thou hast cast all my sins 

behind thy back. 
18 For Sheol cannot thank thee, 

death cannot praise thee; 
those who go down to the pit cannot 

hope 

! The Hebrew of this verse is obscure " Heb uncertain '' Cn: Heb obscure 1 Heb uncertain 
I Cn Compare Syr: Heb I will walk slowly 11/I my years k Heb uncertain 
1 Cn Compare Gk Vg: Heb loved 
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for thy faithfulness. 
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19 The living, the living, he thanks thee, 
as I do this day; 

the father makes known to the chil
dren 

thy faithfulness. 

20 The LORD will save me, 
and we will sing to stringed instru

mentsm 
all the days of our life, 

at the house of the LORD. 

21 Now Isaiah had said, "Let them 
take a cake of figs, and apply it to the 
boil, that he may recover." 22 Hezeki'ah 
also had said, "What is the sign that I 
shall go up to the house of the LoRD?" 

39 At that time Mero'dach-bal'
adan the son of Bal'adan, king of 

Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a 
present to Hezeki'ah, for he heard that 
he had been sick and had recovered. 
2And Hezeki'ah welcomed them; and he 
showed them his treasure house, the 
silver, the gold, the spices, the precious 
oil, his whole armory, all that was found 
in his storehouses. There was nothing 
in his house or in all his realm that 
Hezeki'ah did not show them. 3 Then 
Isaiah the prophet came to King Hez
eki'ah, and said to him, "What did these 
men say? And whence did they come to 
you?" Hezeki'ah said, "They have 
come to me from a far country, from 
Babylon." 4 He said, "What have they 
seen in your house?" Hezeki'ah an
swered, "They have seen all that is in 
my house; there is nothing in my store
houses that I did not show them." 

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezeki'ah, 
"Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 
6 Behold, the days are coming, when all 
that is in your house, and that which 
your fathers have stored up till this 
day, shall be carried to Babylon; noth
ing shall be left, says the LORD. 7And 
some of your own sons, who are born to 
you, shall be taken away; and they 
shall be eunuchs in the palace of the 
king of Babylon." 8 Then said Hezeki'
ah to Isaiah, "The word of the LORD 
which you have spoken is good." For 
he thought, "There will be peace and 
security in my days." 

40 Comfort, comfort my people, 
says your God. 

2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 

that her warfare• is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the 
LORD'S hand 

double for all her sins. 

3 A voice cries : 
"In the wilderness prepare the way 

of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a high

way for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be 
made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 

s And the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has 

spoken." 

6 A voice says, "Cry!" 
And I said, "What shall I cry?" 

All flesh is grass, 
and all its beauty is like the flower 

of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

when the breath of the LORD 
blows upon it; 

surely the people is grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

but the word of our God will stand 
for ever. 

9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
0 Zion, herald of good tidings; 0 

lift up your voice with strength, 
0 Jerusalem, herald of good tid

ings,P 
lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
"Behold your God!" 

10 Behold, the Lord Goo comes with 
might, 

and his arm rules for him ; 
behold, his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd, 

he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, 

"' Heb my stringed instrument! n Or time of service 0 Or 0 herald of good tidings to Zion 
P Or 0 herald of good tidings to Jerusalem 
39.1-8: 2 Kings 20.12-19; 2 Chron 32.31. 40.3: Mt 3.3; Mk 1.3; Lk 3.4; Jn 1.23. 40.4-5: Lk 3.5-6. 
40.M: I Pet 1.24-25. 40.8: Is 52.7; Nab 1.15; Acts 10.36; Rom 10.15. 40.10: Rev 22.7, 12. 
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Have you not understood from the 

foundations of the earth) 
he will carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead those that are with 
young. 

12 Who has measured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand 

and marked off the heavens with a 
span, 

enclosed the dust of the earth in a 
measure 

and weighed the mountains m 
scales 

and the hills in a balance? 
11 Who has directed the Spirit of the 

LORD, 
or as his counselor has instructed 

him? 
1• Whom did he consult for his en

lightenment, 
and who taught him the path of 

justice, 
and taught him knowledge, 

and showed him the way of under
standing? 

is Behold, the nations are like a drop 
from a bucket, 

and are accounted as the dust on 
the scales; 

behold, he takes up the isles like 
fine dust. 

16 Lebanon would not suffice for 
fuel, 

nor are its beasts enough for a 
burnt offering. 

17 All the nations are as nothing before 
him, 

they are accounted by him as less 
than nothing and emptiness. 

IH To whom then will you liken God, 
or what likeness compare with 

him? 
I <J The idol! a workman casts it, 

and a goldsmith overlays it with 
gold, 

and casts for it silver chains. 
20 He who is impoverished'' chooses for 

an offering 
wood that will not rot; 

he seeks out a skilful craftsman 
to set up an image that will not 

move. 

21 Have you not known? Have you not 
heard? 

Has it not been told you from the 
beginning? 

'I Heb unccrcain 
40.13: Rom 11.34; I Cor 2.16. 

22 It is he who sits above the circle of 
the earth, 

and its inhabitants arc like grass
hoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to 
dwell in; 

2.1 who brings princes to nought, 
and makes the rulers of the earth 

as nothing. 

24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely 
sown, 

scarcely has their stem taken root 
in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they 
wither, 

and the tempest carries them off 
like stubble. 

25 To whom then will you compare 
me, 

that I should be like him? 
says the Holy One. 

26 Lift up your eyes on high and see : 
who created the~e? 

He who brings out their host by 
number, 

calling them all by name ; 
by the greatness of his might, 

and because he is strong in power 
not one is missing. 

21 Why do you say, 0 Jacob, 
and speak, 0 Israel, 

"My way is hid from the LORD, 
and my right is disregarded by my 

God"? 
2H Have you not known? Have you not 

heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary, 

his understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the faint, 

and to him who has no might he 
increases strength. 

JO Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
and young men shall fall ex

hausted; 
.H but they who wait for the LORD shall 

renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings 

like eagles, 
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they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 

41 Listen to me in silence, 0 coast
lands; 

let the peoples renew their 
strength; 

let them approach, then let them 
speak; 

let us together draw near for judg
ment. 

2 Who stirred up one from the east 
whom victory meets at every step? 

He gives up nations before him, 
so that he tramples kings under 

foot; 
he makes them like dust with his 

sword, 
like driven stubble with his bow. 

3 He pursues them and passes on 
safely, 

by paths his feet have not trod. 
4 Who has performed and done this, 

calling the generations from the be
ginning? 

I, the LORD, the first, 
and with the last; I am He. 

s The coastlands have seen and are 
afraid, 

the ends of the earth tremble; 
they have drawn near and come. 

6 Every one helps his neighbor, 
and says to his brother, "Take 

courage!" 
7 The craftsman encourages the gold

smith, 
and he who smooths with the 

hammer him who strikes the 
anvil, 

saying of the soldering, "It is good"; 
and they fasten it with nails so that 

it cannot be moved. 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my vic

torious right hand. 

11 Behold, all who are incensed against 
you 

shall be put to shame and con
founded; 

those who strive against you 
shall be as nothing and shall perish. 

12 You shall seek those who contend 
with you, 

but you shall not find them ; 
those who war against you 

shall be as nothing at all. 
13 For I, the LORD your God, 

hold your right hand; 
it is I who say to you, "Fear not, 

I will help you." 

14 Fear not, you worm Jacob, 
you men of Israel! 

I will help you, says the LORD; 
your Redeemer is the Holy One 

of Israel. 
1 s Behold, I will make of you a threshing 

sledge, 
new, sharp, and having teeth; 

you shall thresh the mountains and 
crush them, 

and you shall make the hills like 
chaff; 

16 you shall winnow them and the wind 
shall carry them away, 

and the tempest shall scatter them. 
And you shall rejoice in the LORD; 

in the Holy One of Israel you shall 
glory. 

17 When the poor and needy seek water, 
and there is none, 
and their tongue is parched with 

thirst, 
the LORD will answer them, 
I the God of Israel will not forsake 

H But you, Israel, my servant, them. 
Jacob, whom I have chosen, 18 I will open rivers on the bare heights, 
the offspring of Abraham, my and fountains in the midst of the 

friend; valleys; 
9 you whom I took from the ends of the I will make the wilderness a pool of 

earth, water, 
and called from its farthest corners, and the dry land springs of water. 

saying to you, "You are my servant, 19 I will put in the wilderness the cedar, 
I have chosen you and not cast you the acacia, the myrtle, and the 

off"; olive; 
10 fear not, for I am with you, I will set in the desert the cypress, 

be not dismayed, for I am your the plane and the pine together; 
God; 20 that men may see and know, 

U.8: )as 2.23. 41.8-9: Lk 1.54; Heb 2.16. 41.10: Acts 18.10. 
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may consider and understand to

gether, 
that the hand of the LORD has done 

this, 
the Holy One of Israel has created 

it. 

21 Set forth your case, says the LORD; 
bring your proofs, says the King of 

Jacob. 
22 Let them bring them, and tell us 

what is to happen. 
Tell us the former things, what they 

are, 
that we may consider them, 

that we may know their outcome; 
or declare to us the things to come. 

23 Tell us what is to come hereafter, 
that we may know that you are 

gods; 
do good, or do harm, 

that we may be dismayed and 
terrified. 

24 Behold, you are nothing, 
and your work is nought; 
an abomination is he who chooses 

you. 

25 I stirred up one from the north, and 
he has come, 

from the rising of the sun, and he 
shall call on my name; 

he shall trample' on rulers as on 
mortar, 

as the potter treads clay. 
26 Who declared it from the beginning, 

that we might know, 
and beforetime, that we might say, 

"He is right"? 
There was none who declared it, 

none who proclaimed, 
none who heard your words. 

27 I first have declared it to Zion,.' 
and I give to Jerusalem a herald of 

good tidings. 
28 But when I look there is no one; 

among these there is no counselor 
who, when I ask, gives an answer. 

29 Behold, they are all a delusion; 
their works are nothing; 
their molten images are empty 

wind. 

42 Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold, 

The LoRv's servant 
my chosen, in whom my soul de

lights; 
have put my Spirit upon him, 
he will bring forth justice to the 

nations. 
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth jus-
tice. 

4 He will not fail 1 or be discouraged" 
: till he has established justice in the 
I earth; 
1 and the coastlands wait for his law. 

s Thus says God, the LORD, 
who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, 
who spread forth the earth and 

what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon 

it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 

6 "I am the LORD, I have called you in 
righteousness, 

I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the 
people, 

a light to the nations, 
7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 

~ I am the LORD, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to graven images. 

9 Behold, the former things ha\·e come 
to pass, 

and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 

I tell you of them." 

10 Sing to the LORD a new song, 
his praise from the end of the 

earth! 
Let the sea roar,. and all that fills it, 

the coastlands and their inhabit
ants. 

I I Let the desert and its cities lift up 
their voice, 

the villages that Kedar inhabits; 
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let the inhabitants of Sela sing for 

joy, 
let them shout from the top of the 

mountains. 
12 Let them give glory to the LORD, 

and declare his praise in the coast
lands. 

1.1 The LORD goes forth like a mighty 
man, 

like a man of war he stirs up his 
fury; 

he cries out, he shouts aloud, 
he shows himself mighty against 

his foes. 

14 For a long time I have held my peace, 
I have kept still and restrained my

self; 
now I will cry out like a woman in 

travail, 
I will gasp and pant. 

1; I will lay waste mountains and 
hills, 

and dry up all their herbage; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, 

and dry up the pools. 
16 And I will lead the blind 

in a way that they know not, 
in paths that they have not known 

I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them 

into light, 
the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I will do, 
and I will not forsake them. 

17 They shall be turned back and utterly 
put to shame, 

who trust in graven images, 
who say to molten images, 

"You are our gods." 

18 Hear, you deaf; 
and look, you blind, that you may 

see! 
19 Who is blind but my servant, 

or deaf as my messenger whom I 
send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, 
or blind as the servant of the LORD? 

2o He sees''" many things, but does not 
observe them; 

his ears arc open, but he does not 
hear. 

21 The LORD was pleased, for his right
eousness' sake, 

to magnify his law and make it 
glorious. 

11 Heb yo11 sec 
42.18: Am 26.18. 43.5: Acts IB.10. 

22 But this is a people robbed and 
plundered, 

they are all of them trapped in 
holes 

and hidden in prisons ; 
they have become a prey with none to 

rescue, 
a spoil with none to say, "Re

store!" 
2l Who among you will give ear to this, 

will attend and listen for the time 
to come? 

24 Who gave up Jacob to the spoiler, 
and Israel to the robbers? 

Was it not the LORD, against whom 
we have sinned, 

in whose ways they would not 
walk, 

and whose law they would not obey? 
25 So he poured upon him the heat of 

his anger 
and the might of battle; 

it set him on fire round about, but 
he did not understand; 

it burned him, but he did not take 
it to heart. 

43 But now thus says the LORD, 
he who created you, 0 Jacob, 

he who formed you, 0 Israel: 
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are 
mine. 

2 When you pass through the waters 
I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume 
you. 

l For I am the LORD your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your 

Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. 

4 Because you are precious in my eyes, 
and honored, and I love you, 

I give men in return for you, 
peoples in exchange for your life. 

5 Fear not, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring from 

the east, 
and from the west I will gather 

you; 
6 I will say to the north, Give up, 
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and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the end of 

the earth, 
7 every one who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made." 

s Bring forth the people who are 
blind, yet have eyes, 

who are deaf, yet have ears! 
9 Let all the nations gather together, 

and let the peoples assemble. 
Who among them can declare this, 

and show us the former things? 
Let them bring their witnesses to 

justify them, 
and let them hear and say, It is 

true. 
10 "You are my witnesses," says the 

LORD, 
"and my servant whom I have 

chosen, 
that you may know and believe me 

and understand that I am He. 
Before me no god was formed, 

nor shall there be any after me. 
II I, I am the LORD, 

and besides me there is no savior. 
12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

when there was no strange god 
among you; 

and you are my witnesses," says 
the LORD. 

13 "I am God, and also henceforth I 
amHe; 

there is none who can deliver from 
my hand; 

I work and who can hinder it?" 

14 Thus says the LORD, 
your Redeemer, the Holy One of 

Israel: 
"For your sake I will send to Babylon 

and break down all the bars, 
and the shouting of the Chalde'ans 

will be turned to lamentations.x 
ts I am the LORD, your Holy One, 

the Creator of Israel, your King." 
16 Thus says the LORD, 

who makes a way in the sea, 
a path in the mighty waters, 

17 who brings forth chariot and horse, 
army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched 

like a wick: 
18 "Remember not the former things, 
,. Heb obscure 

nor consider the things of old. 
19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 

20 The wild beasts will honor me, 
the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 
21 the people whom I formed for 

myself 
that they might declare my praise. 

22 "Yet you did not call upon me, 0 
Jacob; 

but you have been weary of me, 
0 Israel! 

23 You have not brought me your sheep 
for burnt offerings, 

or honored me with your sacri
fices. 

have not burdened you with offer
ings, 

or wearied you with frankincense. 
24 You have not bought me sweet cane 

with money, 
or satisfied me with the fat of your 

sacrifices. 
But you have burdened me with your 

sins, 
you have wearied me with your in

iquities. 

2s "I, I am He 
who blots out your transgressions 

for my own sake, 
and I will not remember your sins. 

26 Put me in remembrance, let us argue 
together; 

set forth your case, that you may 
be proved right. 

21 Your first father sinned, 
and your mediators transgressed 

against me. 
28 Therefore I profaned the princes of 

the sanctuary, 
I delivered Jacob to utter destruc

tion 
and Israel to reviling. 

44 "But now hear, 0 Jacob my serv
ant, 

Israel whom I have chosen! 
2 Thus says the LORD who made you, 

who formed you from the womb 
and will help you: 
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Fear not, 0 Jacob my servant, 

Jesh'urun whom I have chosen. 
3 For I will pour water on the thirsty 

land, 
and streams on the dry ground; 

I will pour my Spirit upon your 
descendants, 

and my blessing on your offspring. 
4 They shall spring up like grass amid 

waters,u 
like willows by flowing streams. 

s This one will say, 'I am the LORD's,' 
another will call himself by the 

name of Jacob, 
and another will write on his hand, 

'The LoRD's,' 
and surname himself by the name 

of Israel." 

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of 
Israel 

and his Redeemer, the LORD of 
hosts: 

"I am the first and I am the last; 
besides me there is no god. 

7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it, 
let him declare and set it forth be

fore me. 
Who has announced from of old the 

things to come? z 
Let them tell usa what is yet to be. 

H Fear not, nor be afraid; 
have I not told you from of old and 

declared it? 
And you arc my witnesses ! 

Is there a God besides me? 
There is no Rock; I know not 

any." 

9 All who make idols are nothing, 
and the things they delight in do not 
profit; their witnesses neither see nor 
know, that they may be put to shame. 
10 Who fashions a god or casts an image, 
that is profitable for nothing? 11 Behold, 
all his fellows shall be put to shame, 
and the craftsmen are but men; let them 
all :!ssemble, let them stand forth, they 
shall be terrified, they shall be put to 
shame together. 

12 The ironsmith fashions ith and 
works it over the coals ; he shapes it with 
hammers, and forges it with his strong 
arm; he becomes hungry and his 
strength fails, he drinks no water and is 
faint. 13 The carpenter stretches a line, 

he marks it out with a pencil; he 
fashions it with planes, and marks it 
with a compass; he shapes it into the 
figure of a man, with the beauty of a 
man, to dwell in a house. 14 He cuts 
down cedars; or he chooses a holm tree 
or an oak and lets it grow strong among 
the trees of the forest; he plants a cedar 
and the rain nourishes it. 15 Then it 
becomes fuel for a man ; he takes a part 
of it and warms himself, he kindles a 
fire and bakes bread ; also he makes a 
god and worships it, he makes it a 
graven image and falls down before it. 
16 Half of it he burns in the fire; over 
the half he eats flesh, he roasts meat and 
is satisfied; also he warms himself and 
says, "Aha, I am warm, I have seen the 
fire!" 17 And the rest of it he makes into 
a god, his idol; and falls down co it and 
worships it; he prays to it and says, 
"Deliver me, for thou art my god!" 

18 They know not, nor do they dis
cern; for he has shut their eyes, so chat 
they cannot see, and their minds, so that 
they cannot understand. 19 No one con
siders, nor is there knowledge or dis
cernment to say, "Half of it I burned in 
the fire, I also baked bread on its coals, 
I roasted flesh and have eaten; and shall 
I make the residue of it an abomina
tion? Shall I fall down before a block of 
wood?" 20 He feeds on ashes; a de] udcd 
mind has led him astray, and he cannot 
deliver himself or say, "Is there not a lie 
in my right hand?" 

21 Remember these things, 0 Jacob, 
and Israel, for you are my servant; 
formed you, you are my servant; 
0 Israel, you will not be forgotten 

by me. 
22 I have swept away your transgres

sions like a cloud, 
and your sins like mist; 

return to me, for I have redeemed 
you. 

23 Sing, 0 heavens, for the LORD has 
done it; 

shout, 0 depths of the earth; 
break forth into singing, 0 moun

tains, 
0 forest, and every tree in it! 

For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 
and will be glorified in Israel. 

·~ ~k Compare Tg: Heb. They shall srring up in am'!ng gra.u 
C.n: Heb from my placrne an elem.a people and 1hings lo come a Tg: Heb them h Co: Heb an axe 

44.8: Is 48.12; Rev 1.17; 2.8; 22.13. 44.23: Jcr 51.48; Rev 12.12; 18.20. 



ISAIAH 44 640 
~4 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, 

who formed you from the womb: 
"I am the LORD, who made all things, 

who stretched out the heavens 
alone, 

who spread out the earth-Who 
was with me?,.-

2~ who frustrates the omens of liars, 
and makes fools of diviners; 

who turns wise men back, 
and makes their knowledge foolish; 

26 who confirms the word of his servant, 
and performs the counsel of his 

messengers; 
who says of Jerusalem, 'She shall be 

inhabited,' 
and of the cities of Judah, 'They 

shall be built, 
and I will raise up their ruins'; 

27 who says to the deep, 'Be dry, 
I will dry up your rivers'; 

2x who says of Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd, 
and he shall fulfil all my purpose' ; 

saying of Jerusalem, 'She shall be 
built,' 

and of the temple, 'Your founda
tion shall be laid.'" 

45 Thus says the LORD to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, 

whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 

and ungird the loins of kings, 
to open doors before him 

that gates may not be closed: 
2 "I will go before you 

and level the mountains,d 
will break in pieces the doors of 

bronze 
and cut asunder the bars of 

iron, 
' I will give you the treasures of dark

ness 
and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the 
LORD, 

the God of Israel, who call you by 
your name. 

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 
I surname you, though you do not 

know me. 
s I am the LORD, and there is no other, 

besides me there is no God ; 

Commission to Cyrus 
I gird you, though you do not 

know me, 
6 that men may know, from the rising 

of the sun 
and from the west, that there is 

none besides me; 
I am the LORD, and there is no 

other. 
7 I form light and create darkness, 

I make weal and create woe, 
I am the LORD, who do all these 

things. 

H "Shower, 0 heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down right

eousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation may 

sprout forth,' 
and let it cause righteousness to 

spring up also; 
I the LoRD have created it. 

4 "Woe to him who strives with his 
Maker, 

an earthen vessel with the potter !f 
Does the clay say to him who fash

ions it, 'What are you making'? 
or 'Your work has no handles'? 

10 Woe to him who says to a father, 
'What are you begetting?' 

or to a woman, 'With what are you 
in travail?' " 

11 Thus says the LORD, 
the Holy One of Israel, and his 

Maker: 
"Will you question meo about my 

children, 
or command me concerning the 

work of my hands? 
12 I made the earth, 

and created man upon it; 
it was my hands that stretched out 

the heavens, 
and I commanded all their host. 

13 I have aroused him in righteousness, 
and I will make straight all his 

ways; 
he shall build my city 

and set my exiles free, 
not for price or reward," 

says the LORD of hosts. 

14 Thus says the LORD: 
"The wealth of Egypt and the mer

chandise of Ethiopia, 

r Another reading is who spread ou1 1he earrh by myself d One ancient Ms Gk: Heb the swellings 
,. One ancient Ms: Heb tha1 1hey may bring forth sa/va1ion f Cn: Heb pouherds or po1rers 
g Cn: Heb Ask me of things 10 come 
44.25: I Cor 1.20. 45.9: ls 29.16; Rom 9.20. 45.14: I Cor 14.25. 



Idols and the LoRD 641 ISAIAH 46 
and the Sabe'ans, men of stature, 

shall come over to you and be yours, 
they shall follow you; 
they shall come over in chains and 

bow down to you. 
They will make supplication to you, 

saying: 
'God is with you only, and there is 

no other, 
no god besides him.' " 

15 Truly, thou art a God who hidest 
thyself, 

0 God of Israel, the Savior. 
10 All of them are put to shame and 

confounded, 
the makers of idols go in confu

sion together. 
11 But Israel is saved by the LORD 

with everlasting salvation; 
you shall not be put to shame or con

founded 
to all eternity. 

18 For thus says the LORD, 
who created the heavens 

(he is God!), 
who formed the earth and made it 

(he established it; 
he did not create it a chaos, 

he formed it to be inhabited!): 
"I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

19 I did not speak in secret, 
in a land of darkness; 

I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, 
'Seek me in chaos.' 

I the LORD speak the truth, 
I declare what is right. 

20 "Assemble yourselves and come, 
draw near together, 
you survivors of the nations! 

They have no knowledge 
who carry about their wooden 

idols, 
and keep on praying to a god 

that cannot save. 
21 Declare and present your case ; 

let them take counsel together! 
Who told this long ago? 

Who declared it of old? 
Was it not I, the LORD? 

And there is no other god besides 
me, 

a righteous God and a Savior; 
there is none besides me. 

For I am God, and there is no 
other. 

23 By myself I have sworn, 
from my mouth has gone forth in 

righteousness 
a word that shall not return: 

'To me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear.' 

24 "Only in the LORD, it shall be said of 
me, 

are righteousness and strength; 
to him shall come and be ashamed, 

all who were incensed against him. 
25 In the LORD all the offspring of Israel 

shall triumph and glory.'' 

46 Bel bows down, Nebo stoops, 
their idols are on beasts and 
cattle; 

these things you carry are loaded as 
burdens on weary beasts. 

2 They stoop, they bow down together, 
they cannot save the burden, 
but themselves go into captivity. 

3 "Hearken to me, 0 house of Jacob, 
all the remnant of the house of 

Israel, 
who have been borne by me from 

your birth, 
carried from the womb; 

4 even to your old age I am He, 
and to gray hairs I will carry you. 

I have made, and I will bear; 
I will carry and will save. 

5 "To whom will you liken me and 
make me equal, 

and compare me, that we may be 
alike? 

6 Those who lavish gold from the 
purse, 

and weigh out silver in the scales, 
hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into 

a god; 
then they fall down and worship ! 

7 They lift it upon their shoulders, 
they carry it, 

they set it in its place, and it stands 
there; 

it cannot move from its place. 
If one cries to it, it does not answer 

or save him from his trouble. 

" 8 "Remember this and consider, 
22 Turn to me and be saved, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 

all the ends of the earth ! 9 remember the former things of old; 
411.111 Hob 5.9. G.Zh Acta 15.18. 411.231 Rom 14.11; Phil 2.10-11. 
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for I am God, and there is no other; 

I am God, and there is none like 
me, 

10 declaripg the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not 

yet done, 
saying, 'My counsel shall stand, 

and I will accomplish all my pur
pose,' 

11 calling a bird of prey from the east, 
the man of my counsel from a far 

country. 
have spoken, and I will bring it to 

pass; 
I have purposed, and I will do it. 

12 "Hearken to me, you stu bbom ofhean, 
you who are far from deliverance: 

13 I bring near my deliverance, it is not 
far off, 

and my salvation will not tarry; 
I will put salvation in Zion, 

for Israel my glory." 

47 Come down and sit in the dust, 
0 virgin daughter of Babylon; 

sit on the ground without a throne, 
0 daughter of the Chalde'ans ! 

For you shall no more be called 
tender and delicate. 

2 Take the millstones and grind meal, 
put off your veil, 

strip off your robe, uncover your legs, 
pass through the rivers. 

3 Your nakedness shall be uncovered, 
and your shame shall be seen. 

I will take vengeance, 
and I will spare no man. 

4 Our Redeemer-the LORD of hosts 
is his name--

is the Holy One of Israel. 

s Sit in silence, and go into darkness, 
0 daughter of the Chalde'ans; 

for you shall no more be called 
the mistress of kingdoms. 

6 I was angry with my people, 
I profaned my heritage; 

I gave them into your hand, 
you showed them no mercy; 

on the aged you made your yoke 
exceedingly heavy. 

7 You said, "I shall be mistress for 
ever," 

so that you did not lay these things 
to heart 

or remember their end. 

Judgment on Babylon 
8 Now therefore hear this, you lover of 

pleasures, 
who sit securely, 

who say in your heart, 
"I am, and there is no one besides 

me; 
I shall not sit as a widow 

or know the loss of children": 
9 These two things shall come to you 

in a moment, in one day; 
the loss of children and widowhood 

shall come upon you in full meas
ure, 

in spite of your many sorceries 
and the great power of your en

chanunents. 

10 You felt secure in your wickedness, 
you said, "No one sees me"; 

your wisdom and your knowledge 
led you astray, 

and you said in your heart, 
"I am, and there is no one besides 

me." 
11 But evil shall come upon you, 

for which you cannot atone; 
disaster shall fall upon you, 

which you will not be able to ex
piate; 

and ruin shall come on you suddenly, 
of which you know nothing. 

12 Stand fast in your enchanunents 
and your many sorceries, 
with which you have labored from 

your youth; 
perhaps you may be able to succeed, 

perhaps you may inspire terror. 
13 You are wearied with your many 

counsels; 
let them stand forth and sa\·e 

you, 
those who divide the heavens, 

who gaze at the stars, 
who at the new moons predict 

whath shall befall you. 

14 Behold, they are like stubble, 
the fire conswnes them; 

they cannot deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame. 

No coal for wanning oneself is this, 
no fire to sit before! 

15 Such to you are those with whom you 
have labored, 

who have trafficked with you from 
your youth; 

h Gk Syr Compare Vg: Heb from what 
47: Is 13.1-14.23; )er 50-51; Hab 1-2. 47.8: Rev 18.7. 47.8: Rev 18.8. 
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for the sake of my praise I restrain 

it for you, 
they wander about each in his own 

direction; 
there is no one to save you. 

48 Hear this, 0 house of Jacob, 
who are called by the name of 
Israel, 

and who came forth from the loins; 
of Judah; 

who swear by the name of the LORD, 
and confess the God of Israel, 
but not in truth or right. 

2 For they call themselves after the holy 
city, 

and stay themselves on the God of 
Israel; 

the LORD of hosts is his name. 

J "The former things I declared of old, 
they went forth from my mouth 

and I made them known; 
then suddenly I did them and they 

came to pass. 
4 Because I know that you are ob

stinate, 
and your neck is an iron sinew 
and your forehead brass, 

s I declared them to you from of old, 
before they came to pass I an

nounced them to you, 
lest you should say, 'My idol did 

them, 
my graven image and my molten 

image commanded them.' 

6 "You have heard; now see all this; 
and will you not declare it? 

From this time forth I make you hear 
new things, 

hidden things which you have not 
known. 

7 They are created now, not long ago; 
before today you have never heard 

of them, 
lest you should say, 'Behold, I 

knew them.' 
8 You have never heard, you have 

never known, 
from of old your ear has not been 

opened. 
For I knew that you would deal very 

treacherously, 
and that from birth you were called 

a rebel. 

that I may not cut you off. 
Io Behold, I have refined you, but not 

likel silver; 
I have tried you in the furnace of 

affliction. 
II For my own sake, for my own sake, 

I do it, 
for how should my namek be pro

faned? 
My glory I will not give to another. 

12 "Hearken to me, 0 Jacob, 
and Israel, whom I called! 

I am He, I am the first, 
and I am the last. 

13 My hand laid the foundation of the 
earth, 

and my right hand spread out the 
heavens; 

when I call to them, 
they stand forth together. 

14 "Assemble, all of you, and hear! 
Who among them has declared 

these things? 
The LORD loves him ; 

he shall perform his purpose on 
Babylon, 

and his arm shall be against the 
Chalde'ans. 

IS I, even I, have spoken and called 
him, 

I have brought him, and he will 
prosper in his way. 

16 Draw near to me, hear this: 
from the beginning I have not 

spoken in secret, 
from the time it came to be I have 

been there." 
And now the Lord GoD has sent me 

and his Spirit. 

11 Thus says the LORD, 
your Redeemer, the Holy One of 

Israel: 
"I am the LORD your God, 

who teaches you to profit, 
who leads you in the way you 

should go. 
18 0 that you had hearkened to my com

mandments! 
Then your peace would have been 

like a river, 
9 "For my name's sake I defer my and your righteousness like the 

anger, waves of the sea; 
1 Co: Heb waters J Co: Heb with k Gk Old Latin: Heb lacks my name 
48.12: Is 44.6; Rev 1.17; 2.8; 22.13. 
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"It is too light a thing that you 

should be my servant 
IY your offspring would have been like 

the sand, 
and your descendants like its 

grains; 
their name would never be cut off 

or destroyed from before me." 

20 Go forth from Babylon, flee from 
Chalde'a, 

declare this with a shout of joy, 
proclaim it, 

send it forth to the end of the earth; 
say, "The LORD has redeemed his 

servant Jacob ! " 
21 They thirsted not when he led them 

through the deserts ; 
he made water flow for them from 

the rock; 
he cleft the rock and the water 

gushed out. 
22 "There is no peace," says the LORD, 

"for the wicked." 

49 Listen to me, 0 coastlands, 
and hearken, you peoples from 
afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, 
from the body of my mother he 

named my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharp 

sword, 
in the shadow of his hand he hid 

me; 
he made me a polished arrow, 

in his quiver he hid me away. 
J And he said to me, "You are my 

servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified." 

4 But I said, "I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for noth

ing and vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the LORD, 

and my recompense with my 
God." 

5 And now the LORD says, 
who formed me from the womb 

to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 

and that Israel might be gathered 
to him, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the 
LORD, 

and my God has become my 
strength-

" he says: 
1 Cn: Heb Smwr 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the preserved of 

Israel; 
will give you as a light to the na

tions, 
that my salvation may reach to the 

end of the earth." 

7 Thus says the LORD, 
the Redeemer of Israel and his 

Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by 

the nations, 
the servant of rulers: 

"Kings shall see and arise; 
princes, and they shall prostrate 

themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has 
chosen you." 

8 Thus says the LORD: 
"In a time of favor I have answered 

you, 
in a day of salvation I have helped 

you; 
I have kept you and given you 

as a covenant to the people, 
to establish the land, 

to apportion the desolate heritages ; 
Y saying to the prisoners, 'Come 

forth,' 
to those who are in darkness, 

'Appear.' 
They shall feed along the ways, 

on all bare heights shall be their 
pasture; 

Io they shall not hunger or thirst, 
neither scorching wind nor sun 

shall smite them, 
for he who has pity on them will lead 

them, 
and by springs of water will guide 

them. 
11 And I will make all my mountains a 

way, 
and my highways shall be raised 

up. 
12 Lo, these shall come from afar, 

and lo, these from the north and 
from the west, 

and these from the land of Svene."' 
IJ Sing for joy, 0 heavens, and. exult, 

0 earth; 

49.t: Jcr 1.5; Gal I.IS. 49.4: Phil 2.16. 49.6: ls 42.6; Lk 2.32; Ac(s U.-17; 26.23. 49.8: 2 Cor 6.2. 
49.IO: Rev 7.lb. 49.13: Is ·H.21; Jcr 51.48; Rev 12.12; 18.20. 
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and they shall bring your sons in their 

bosom, 
break forth, 0 mountains, into 

singing! 
For the LORD has comforted his 

people, 
and will have compassion on his 

afflicted. 

14 But Zion said, "The LORD has for
saken me, 

my Lord has forgotten me." 
15 "Can a woman forget her sucking 

child, 
that she should have no compas

sion on the son of her womb? 
Even these may forget, 

yet I will not forget you. 
16 Behold, I have graven you on the 

palms of my hands; 
your walls are continually before 

me. 
11 Your builders outstrip your de

stroyers, 
and those who laid you waste go 

forth from you. 
18 Lift up your eyes round about and 

see; 
they all gather, they come to you. 

As I live, says the LORD, 
you shall put them all on as an 

ornament, 
you shall bind them on as a bride 

does. 

19 "Surely your waste and your desolate 
places 

and your devastated land-
surely now you will be too narrow 

for your inhabitants, 
and those who swallowed you up 

will be far away. 
20 The children born in the time of your 

bereavement 
will yet say in your ears: 

'The place is too narrow for me; 
make room for me to dwell in.' 

21 Then you will say in your heart: 
'Who has borne me these? 

I was bereaved and barren, 
exiled and put away, 
but who has brought up these? 

Behold, I was left alone ; 
whence then have these come?' " 

22 Thus says the Lord Gon: 
"Behold, I will lift up my hand to the 

nations, 
and raise my signal to the peo

ples; 
111 One ancient Ms Syr Vg: Heb righteous man 

and your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders. 

23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, 
and their queens your nursing 

mothers. 
With their faces to the ground 

they shall bow down to you, 
and lick the dust of your feet. 

Then you will know that I am the 
LORD; 

those who wait for me shall not be 
put to shame." 

24 Can the prey be taken from the 
mighty, 

or the captives of a tyrantm be 
rescued? 

25 Surely, thus says the LORD: 
"Even the captives of the mighty 

shall be taken, 
and the prey of the tyrant be 

rescued, 
for I will contend with those who 

contend with you, 
and I will save your children. 

26 I will make your oppressors eat their 
own flesh, 

and they shall be drunk with their 
own blood as with wine. 

Then all flesh shall know 
that I am the LORD your Savior, 
and your Redeemer, the Mighty 

One of Jacob." 

So Thus says the LORD: 
"Where is your mother's bill of 
divorce, 

with which I put her away? 
Or which of my creditors is it 

to whom I have sold you? 
Behold, for your iniquities you were 

sold, 
and for your transgressions your 

mother was put away. 
2 Why, when I came, was there no 

man? 
When I called, was there no one to 

answer? 
Is my hand shortened, that it cannot 

redeem? 
Or have I no power to deliver? 

Behold, by my rebuke I dry up the 
sea, 

I make the rivers a desert; 
their fish stink for lack of water, 

and die of thirst. 
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look to the rock from which you were 

hewn, 
J I clothe the heavens with blackness, 

and make sackcloth their cover
ing." 

4 The Lord Goo has given me 
the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with 
a word 

him that is weary. 
Morning by morning he wakens, 

he wakens my ear 
to hear as those who are taught. 

5 The Lord Goo has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I turned not backward. 

6 I gave my back to the smiters, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled 

out the beard; 
I hid not my face 

from shame and spitting. 

7 For the Lord Goo helps me; 
therefore I have not been con

founded; 
therefore I have set my face like a 

flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame; 
8 he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 
Let him come near to me. 

<>Behold, the Lord Goo helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like 
a garment; 

the moth will eat them up. 

10 Who among you fears the LORD 
and obeys the voice of his serv

ant, 
who walks in darkness 

and has no light, 
yet trusts in the name of the LORD 

and relies upon his God? 
II Behold, all you who kindle a fire, 

who set brands alight! 11 

Walk by the light of your fire, 
and by the brands which you have 

kindled! 
This shall you have from my hand: 

you shall lie down in torment. 

51 "Hearken to me, you who pur
sue deliverance, 

you who seek the LORD; 

and to the quarry from which you 
were digged. 

2 Look to Abraham your father 
and to Sarah who bore you; 

for when he was but one I called him, 
and I blessed him and made him 

many. 
3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

he will comfort all her waste 
places, 

and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, 

her desert like the garden of the 
LORD; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

4 "Listen to me, my people, 
and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go forth from me, 
and my justice for a light to the 

peoples. 
5 My deliverance draws near speedily, 

my salvation has gone forth, 
and my arms will rule the peoples; 

the coastlands wait for me, 
and for my arm they hope. 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
and look at the earth beneath ; 

for the heavens will vanish like 
smoke, 

the earth will wear out like a gar
ment, 

and they who dwell in it will die 
like gnats ; o 

but my salvation will be for ever, 
and my deliverance will never be 

ended. 

7 "Hearken to me, you who know 
righteousness, 

the people in whose heart is my 
law; 

fear not the reproach of men, 
and be not dismayed at their re

vilings. 
8 For the moth will eat them up like a 

garment, 
and the worm will eat them like 

wool· 
but my d~liverance will be for ever, 

and my salvation to all genera
tions.,, 

9 Awake, awake, put on strength, 
" Syr: Heb gird yourselves wi1h brands 0 Or in like manner 
50.8-9: Rom 8.33; Heb I.I I. 51.8: Heb I.I I. 



Words of cheer for Zion 
0 arm of the LORD; 

647 ISAIAH 52 

awake, as in days of old, 
the generations of long ago. 

Was it not thou that didst cut Rahab 
in pieces, 

that didst pierce the dragon? 
10 Was it not thou that didst dry up the 

sea, 
the waters of the great deep ; 

that didst make the depths of the sea 
a way 

for the redeemed to pass over? 
11 And the ransomed of the LORD shall 

return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. 

12 "I, I am he that comforts you; 
who are you that you are afraid of 

man who dies, 
of the son of man who is made like 

grass, 
13 and have forgotten the LORD, your 

Maker, 
who stretched out the heavens 
and laid the foundations of the 

earth, 
and fear continually all the day 

because of the fury of the op
pressor, 

when he sets himself to destroy? 
And where is the fury of the op

pressor? 
14 He who is bowed down shall speedily 

be released; 
he shall not die and go down to the 

Pit, 
neither shall his bread fail. 

IS For I am the LORD your God, 
who stirs up the sea so that its 

waves roar-
the LORD of hosts is his name. 

1" And I have put my words in your 
mouth, 

and hid you in the shadow of my 
hand, 

stretching outP the heavens 
and laying the foundations of the 

earth, 
and saying to Zion, 'You are my 

people.'" 

17 Rouse yourself, rouse yourself, 

stand up, 0 Jerusalem, 
you who have drunk at the hand of 

the LORD 
the cup of his wrath, 

who have drunk to the dregs 
the bowl of staggering. 

18 There is none to guide her 
among all the sons she has borne; 

there is none to take her by the hand 
among all the sons she has brought 

up. 
19 These two things have befallen you

who will condole with you?
devastation and destruction, famine 

and sword; 
who will comfort you?q 

20 Your sons have fainted, 
they lie at the head of every street 
like an antelope in a net; 

they are full of the wrath of the LORD, 
the rebuke of your God. 

21 Therefore hear this, you who are 
afflicted, 

who are drunk, but not with wine: 
22 Thus says your Lord, the LORD, 

your God who pleads the cause of 
his people: 

"Behold, I have taken from your hand 
the cup of staggering ; 

the bowl of my wrath 
you shall drink no more ; 

23 and I will put it into the hand of your 
tormentors, 

who have said to you, 
'Bow down, that we may pass 

over'; 
and you have made your back like the 

ground 
and like the street for them to pass 

over.'' 

52 Awake, awake, 
put on your strength, 0 Zion; 

put on your beautiful garments, 
0 Jerusalem, the holy city; 

for there shall no more come into you 
the uncircumcised and the un

clean. 
2 Shake yourself from the dust, arise, 

0 captive" Jerusalem; 
loose the bonds from your neck, 

0 captive daughter of Zion. 

3 For thus says the LORD: "You were 
sold for nothing, and you shall be re
deemed without money. 4 For thus says 

JJ Syr: Heb plant q One ancient Ms Gk Syr Vg: Heb how may I com/ore you rcn: Heb sit 
52.1: Rev 21.27. 
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the Lord Goo : My people went down 
at the first into Egypt to sojourn there, 
and the Assyrian oppressed them for 
nothing. ; Now therefore what have I 
here, says the LORD, seeing that my 
people are taken away for nothing? 
Their rulers wail, says the LORD, and 
continually all the day my name is de
spised. 6 Therefore my people shall 
know my name; therefore in that day 
they shall know that it is I who speak; 
here am I." 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good 

tidings, 
who publishes peace, who brings 

good tidings of good, 
who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God 

reigns." 
8 Hark, your watchmen lift up their 

voice, 
together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

9 Break forth together into singing, 
you waste places of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his peo
ple, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

11 Depart, depart, go out thence, 
touch no unclean thing; 

go out from the midst of her, purify 
yourselves, 

you who bear the vessels of the 
LORD. 

12 For you shall not go out in haste, 
and you shall not go in flight, 

for the LORD will go before you, 
and the God of Israel will be your 

rear guard. 

13 Behold, my servant shall prosper, 
he shall be exalted and lifted 

up, 
and shall be very high. 

14 As many were astonished at him"
his appearance was so marred, 

beyond human semblance, 

and his form beyond that of the 
sons of men-

15 so shall he startle' many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths be

cause of him; 
for that which has not been told them 

they shall see, 
and that which they have not heard 

they shall understand. 

53 Who has believed what we have 
heard? 

And to whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a 
young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or comeliness that we 

should look at him, 
and no beauty that we should de

sire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected" by men; 

a man of sorrows,,. and acquainted 
with grief;" 

and as one from whom men hide 
their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. 

4 Surely he has borne our griefsI 
and carried our sorrows ;Y 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our trans
gressions, 

he was bruised for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that 

made us whole, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his 

own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth ; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaugh

ter, 
and like a sheep that before its 

shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was 
taken away; 

.~ Syr Tg: Heb lou ~The meaning of ~he Hebrew word is unccnain 11 Or fon.ikm ,, Or p.1im 
w Or sickrrcs.1 · · Or ~1ckm:sst'.1 Y Or pCJms 
52.5: Rom 2.24. 52.7: Acts I0.36; Rom I0.15; Eph 6.15. 52.10: Lk 2.30; 3.6. 52.11: 2 Cor 6.17. 
52.15: Rom 15.21. 53.1: Jn 12.38; Rom I0.16. 53.4: Mt 8.17. 53.5-6: I Pet 2.24-25. 
53.7-8: Acts B.32-33. 
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and as for his generation, who con

sidered 
that he was cut off out of the land of 

the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my 

people? 
9 And they made his grave with the 

wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his 

mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to 
bruise him; 

he has put him to grief; z 
when he makes himselfa an offering 

for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, he shall 

prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in 

his hand; 
11 he shall see the fruit of the travail 

of his soul and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous 

one, my servant, 
make many to be accounted 

righteous; 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion 
with the great, 

and he shall divide the spoil with 
the strong; 

because he poured out his soul to 
death, 

and was numbered with the trans
gressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession 

transgressors. 
for the 

54 "Sing, 0 barren one, who did 
not bear; 

break forth into singing and cry 
aloud, 

you who have not been in travail! 
For the children of the desolate one 

will be more 
than the children of her that is 

married, says the LORD. 
2 Enlarge the place of your tent, 

and let the curtains of your habita
tions be stretched out; 

hold not back, lengthen your cords 
and strengthen your stakes. 

-1 For you will spread abroad to the 
right and to the left, 

and your descendants will possess 
the nations 

and will people the desolate cities. 

4 "Fear not, for you will not be 
ashamed; 

be not confounded, for you will not 
be put to shame; 

for you will forget the shame of your 
youth, 

and the reproach of your widow
hood you will remember no more. 

s For your Maker is your husband, 
the LORD of hosts is his name; 

and the Holy One of Israel is your 
Redeemer, 

the God of the whole earth he is 
called. 

6 For the LORD has called you 
like a wife forsaken and grieved in 

spirit, 
like a wife of youth when she is cast 

off, 
says your God. 

7 For a brief moment I forsook you, 
but with great compassion I will 

gather you. 
8 In overflowing wrath for a moment 

I hid my face from you, 
but with everlasting love I will have 

compassion on you, 
says the LORD, your Redeemer. 

9 "For this is like the days of Noah to 
me: 

as I swore that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth, 

so I have sworn that I will not be 
angry with you 

and will not rebuke you. 
10 For the mountains may depart 

and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall not depart 

from you, 
and my covenant of peace shall not 

be removed, 
says the LORD, who has compassion 

on you. 

ll "O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and 
not comforted, 

behold, I will set your stones in 
antimony, 

and lay your foundations with 
sapphires. /J 

12 I will make your pinnacles of agate, 
your gates of carbuncles, 
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for he has glorified you. and all your wall of precious stones. 

13 All your sons shall be taught by the 
LORD, 

and great shall be the prosperity of 
your sons. 

14 In righteousness you shall be estab
lished; 

you shall be far from oppression, 
for you shall not fear ; 

and from terror, for it shall not 
come near you. 

IS If any one stirs up strife, 
it is not from me ; 

whoever stirs up strife with you 
shall fall because of you. 

16 Behold, I have created the smith 
who blows the fire of coals, 
and produces a weapon for its pur

pose. 
have also created the ravager to 

destroy; 
17 no weapon that is fashioned against 

you shall prosper, 
and you shall confute every tongue 

that rises against you in judgment. 
This is the heritage of the servants of 

the LORD 
and their vindication from me, 

says the LORD." 

55 "Ho, every one who thirsts, 
come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

2 Why do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does 
not satisfy? 

Hearken diligently to me, and eat 
what is good, 

and delight yourselves in fatness. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an ever

lasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David. 

4 Behold, I made him a witness to the 
peoples, 

a leader and commander for the 
peoples. 

s Behold, you shall call nations that you 
know not, 

6 "Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, 

call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he 
may have mercy on him, 

and to our God, for he will abun
dantly pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, 

neither are your ways my v:ays, 
says the LORD. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, 

so are my ways higher than your 
ways 

and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

10 "For as the rain and the snow come 
down from heaven, 

and return not thither but water 
the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread 

to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes forth 

from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which 
purpose, 

and prosper in the thing for which 
I sent it. 

12 "For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led forth in peace ; 

the mountains and the hills before 
you 

shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall 

clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up 

the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the LORD for a 

memorial, 
for an everlasting sign which shall 

not be cut off." 

and nations that knew you not shall 56 Thus says the LORD: 
run to you, "Keep justice, and do righteous-

because of the LORD your God, and ness, 
of the Holy One of Israel, for soon my salvation will come, 

54.13: Jn 6.45. 55.1: Rev 21.6; 22.17. 55.J: Acts 13.34; Heb 13.20. 55.10: 2 Cor 9.10. 
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and my deliverance be revealed. 

2 Blessed is the man who does this, 
and the son of man who holds it 

fast, 
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning 

it, 
and keeps his hand from doing any 

evil." 

3 Let not the foreigner who has joined 
himself to the LORD say, 

"The LORD will surely separate 
me from his people"; 

and let not the eunuch say, 
"Behold, I am a dry tree." 

4 For thus says the LORD: 
"To the eunuchs who keep my sab

baths, 
who choose the things that please me 
and hold fast my covenant, 

s I will give in my house and within 
my walls 

a monument and a name 
better than sons and daughters; 

I will give them an everlasting name 
which shall not be cut off. 

6 "And the foreigners who join them
selves to the LORD, 

to minister to him, to love the 
name of the LORD, 

and to be his servants, 
every one who keeps the sabbath, 

and does not profane it, 
and holds fast my covenant-

7 these I will bring to my holy moun
tain, 

and make them joyful in my house 
of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacri
fices 

will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house 

of prayer 
for all peoples. 

B Thus says the Lord Goo, 
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

I will gather yet others to him 
besides those already gathered." r 

9 All you beasts of the field, come to 
devour-

all you beasts in the forest. 
10 His watchmen are blind, 

they are all without knowledge; 
they are all dumb dogs, 

they cannot bark; 

dreaming, lying down, 
loving to slumber. 

11 The dogs have a mighty appetite; 
they never have enough. 

The shepherds also have no under
standing; 

they have all turned to their own 
way, 

each to his own gain, one and all. 
12 "Corne," they say, "let usd get wine, 

let us fill ourselves with strong 
drink; 

and tomorrow will be like this day, 
great beyond measure." 

57 The righteous man perishes, 
and no one lays it to heart; 

devout men are taken away, 
while no one understands. 

For the righteous man is taken away 
from calamity, 

2 he enters into peace; 
they rest in their beds 

who walk in their uprightness. 
3 But you, draw near hither, 

sons of the sorceress, 
offspring of the adulterer and the 

harlot. 
4 Of whom are you making sport? 

Against whom do you open your 
mouth wide 

and put out your tongue? 
Are you not children of transgression, 

the offspring of deceit, 
s you who burn with lust among the 

oaks, 
under every green tree ; 

who slay your children in the valleys, 
under the clefts of the rocks? 

6 Among the smooth stones of the 
valley is your portion; 

they, they, are your lot; 
to them you have poured out a drink 

offering, 
you have brought a cereal offering. 
Shall I be appeased for these 

things? 
7 Upon a high and lofty mountain 

you have set your bed, 
and thither you went up to offer 

sacrifice. 
8 Behind the door and the doorpost 

you have set up your symbol; 
for, deserting me, you have un

covered your bed, 
you have gone up to it, 
you have made it wide; 

"Heb hi.f gathered ones (I One ancient Ms Syr Vg Tg: Heb me 
58.7: Mt 21.13; Mk 11.17; Lk 19.46. 
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and you have made a bargain 

yourself with them, 
for 18 I have seen his ways, but I will heal 

him; 
you have loved their bed, 
you have looked on nakedness.' 

9 You journeyed to Molechf with oil 
and multiplied your perfumes; 

you sent your envoys far off, 
and sent down even to Sheol. 

10 You were wearied with the length of 
your way, 

bur you did not say, "It is hope
less"; 

you found new life for your strength, 
and so you were not faint. 

11 Whom did you dread and fear, 
so that you lied, 

and did not remember me, 
did not give me a thought? 

Have I not held my peace, even for a 
long time, 

and so you do not fear me? 
12 I will tell of your righteousness and 

your doings, 
but they will not help you. 

13 When you cry out, let your collection 
of idols deliver you! 

The wind will carry them off, 
a breath will take them away. 

But he who takes refuge in me shall 
possess the land, 

and shall inherit my holy moun
tain. 

14 And it shall be said, 
"Build up, build up, prepare the way, 

remove every obstruction from my 
people's way." 

15 For thus says the high and lofty One 
who inhabits eternity, whose name 

is Holy: 
"I dwell in the high and holy place, 

and also with him who is of a con
trite and humble spirit, 

to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the hean of the con

trite. 
16 For I will not contend for ever, 

nor will I always be angry; 
for from me proceeds the spirit, 

and I have made the breath of life. 
11 Because of the iniquity of his covet

ousness I was angry, 
I smote him, I hid my face and was 

angry; 
but he went on backsliding in the 

way of his own heart. 

I will lead him and requite him 
with comfon, 

creating for his mourners the fruit 
of the lips. 

19 Peace, peace, to the far and to the 
near, says the LoRD ; 

and I will heal him. 
20 But the wicked are like the tossing 

sea; 
for it cannot rest, 
and its waters toss up mire and 

din. 
21 There is no peace, says my God, 

for the wicked." 

58 "Cry aloud, spare not, 
lift up your voice like a trumpet; 

declare to my people their transgres-
sion, 

to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2 Yet they seek me daily, 

and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that did 

righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance 

of their God ; 
they ask of me righteous judgments, 

they delight to draw near to God. 
l 'Why have we fasted, and thou seest 

it not? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, 

and thou takest no knowledge or 
it?' 

Behold, in the day of your fast you 
seek your own pleasure,Y 

and oppress all your workers. 
4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel and 

to fight 
and to hit with wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 
will not make your voice to be 

heard on high. 
s Is such the fast that I choose, 

a day for a man to humble himself! 
Is it to bow down his head like a rush, 

and to spread sackcloth and ashe' 
under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 
and a day acceptable to the LORD? 

'6"Is not this the fast that I choose: 
! to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

and to break every yoke? 
~The meaning of the Hebrew is uncenain I Or 1he king fJ Or pursue your own business 
57.15: Mt 5.3. 57.19: Acts 2.39; Eph 2.13, !7. 58.8: Acts 8.23. 
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7 Is it not to share your bread with the 

hungry, . 
and bring the homeless poor mto 

your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover hin1, 

and not to hide yourself from your 
own flesh? 

8 Then shall your light break forth like 
the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up 
speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before 
you, 

the glory of the LORD shall be your 
rear guard. 

9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will 
answer; 

you shall cry, and he will say, 
Here I am. 

"If you take away from the midst of 
you the yoke, 

the pointing of the finger, and 
speaking wickedness, 

10 if you pour yourself out for the hun
gry 

and satisfy the desire of the af
flicted, 

then shall your light rise in the dark
ness 

and your gloom be as the noon
day. 

11 And the LORD will guide you con
tinually, 

and satisfy your desire with good 
things, 11 

and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered gar

den, 
like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not. 

12 And your ancient ruins shall be re
built; 

you shall raise up the foundations 
of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the 
breach, 

the restorer of streets to dwell~ 

1.1 "If you turn back your foot from the 
sabbath, 

from doing your pleasure; on my 
holy day, 

and call the sabbath a delight 
and the holy day of the LORD 

honorable; 

Ii 1 he ~eening of lhe Hebrew word is uncertain 
1 Or business J Or pursuing your own busfrress 
58.7-8: Rom 3.15-17. 

if you honor it, not going your own 
ways, 

or seeking your own pleasure/ or 
talking idly ; 

14 then you shall take delight in the 
LORD, 

and I will make you ride upon the 
h~ights of the earth; 

will feed you with the heritage of 
Jacob your father, 

for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken." 

59 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save, 

or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 
2 but your iniquities have made a 

separation 
between you and your God, 

and your sins have hid his face from 
you 

so that he does not hear. 
J For your hands are defiled with blood 

and your fingers with iniquity; 
your lips have spoken lies, 

your tongue mutters wickedness. 
4 No one enters suit justly, 

no one goes to law honestly; 
they rely on empty pleas, they speak 

lies, 
they conceive mischief and bring 

forth iniquity. 
s They hatch adders' eggs, 

they weave the spider's web; 
he who eats their eggs dies, 

and from one which is crushed a 
viper is hatched. 

6 Their webs will not serve as clothing; 
men will not cover themselves with 

what they make. 
Their works are works of iniquity, 

and deeds of violence are in their 
hands. 

7 Their feet rWl to evil, 
and they make haste to shed inno

cent blood; 
their thoughts are thoughts of in

iquity, 
desolation and destruction are in 

their highways. 
H The way of peace they know not, 

and there is no justice in their 
paths; 

they have made their roads crooked, 
no ene who goes in them knows 

peace. 
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wrath to his adversaries, requital to 

his enemies ; 
"Therefore justice is far from us, 

and righteousness does not over
take us; 

we look for light, and behold, dark
ness, 

and for brightness, but we walk in 
gloom. 

111 We grope for the wall like the blind, 
we grope like ,those who have no 

eyes; 
we stumble at noon as in the twi

light, 
among those in full vigor we are 

like dead men. 
11 We all growl like bears, 

we moan and moan like doves; 
we look for justice, but there is none; 

for salvation, but it is far from us. 
12 For our transgressions are multiplied 

before thee, 
and our sins testify against us; 

for our transgressions are with us, 
and we know our iniquities: 

1.1 transgressing, and denying the LORD, 
and turning away from follow

ing our God, 
speaking oppression and revolt, 

conceiving and uttering from the 
heart lying words. 

14 Justice is turned back, 
and righteousness stands afar off; 

for truth has fallen in the public 
squares, 

and uprightness cannot enter. 
15 Truth is lacking, 

and he who departs from evil 
makes himself a prey. 

The LORD saw it, and it displeased 
him 

that there was no justice. 
16 He saw that there was no man, 

and wondered that there was no 
one to intervene; 

then his own arm brought him vic
tory, 

and his righteousness upheld him. 
17 He put on righteousness as a breast

plate, 
and a helmet of salvation upon his 

head; 
he put on garments of vengeance for 

clothing, 
and wrapped himself in fury as a 

mantle. 
18 According to their deeds, so will he 

repay, 
1.- Heb be enlarged 

to the coastlands he will render re
quital. 

I~ So they shall fear the name of the 
LORD from the west, 

and his glory from the rising of the 
sun· 

for he 'will come like a rushing 
stream, 

which the wind of the LORD drives. 

20 "And he will come to Zion as Re
deemer, 

to those in Jacob who tum from 
transgression, says the LORD. 

21 "And as for me, this is my covenant 
with them, says the LoRD: my spirir 
which is upon you, and my words 
which I have put in your mouth, shall 
not depart out of your mouth, or out 
of the mouth of your children, or out ol 
the mouth of your children's children, 
says the LORD, from this time forth and 
for evermore." 

60 Arise, shine; for your light ha> 
come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you. 

2 For behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 

and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3 And nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your 
rising. 

4 Lift up your eyes round about, and 
see; 

they all gather together, they come 
to you; 

your sons shall come from far, 
and your daughters shall be carried 

in the arms. 
s Then you shall see and be radiant, 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice ;I 
because the abundance of the sea 

shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come 

to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cowr 

you, 
the young camels of Mid'ian and 

Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 

59.17: Eph 6.14, 17; I Thess 5.B. 59.19: Mi B.11; Lk 13.29. 59.20-21: Rom 11.26-27. 60.6: Mi 2.11. 
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They shall bring gold and frankin

cense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the 

LORD. 
7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gath

ered to you, 
the rams of Neba-ioth shall min

ister to you; 
they shall come up with acceptance 

on my altar, 
and I will glorify my glorious 

house. 

K Who are these that fly like a cloud, 
and like doves to their windows? 

9 For the coastlands shall wait for me, 
the ships of Tarshish first, 

to bring your sons from far, 
their silver and gold with them, 

for the name of the LORD your God, 
and for the Holy One of Israel, 
because he has glorified you. 

10 Foreigners shall build up your walls, 
and their kings shall minister to 

you; 
for in my wrath I smote you, 

but in my favor I have had mercy 
on you. 

II Your gates shall be open continually; 
day and night they shall not be 

shut; 
that men may bring to you the wealth 

of the nations, 
with their kings led in procession. 

12 For the nation and kingdom 
that will not serve you shall perish ; 
those nations shall be utterly laid 

waste. 
13 The glory of Lebanon shall come to 

you, 
the cypress, the plane, and the 

pine, 
to beautify the place of my sanctuary; 

and I will make the place of my 
feet glorious. 

14 The sons of those who oppressed you 
shall come bending low to you ; 

and all who despised you 
shall bow down at your feet; 

they shall call you the City of the 
LORD, 

the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

15 Whereas you have been forsaken and 
hated, 

with no one passing through, 
I will make you majestic for ever, 

a joy from age to age. 
16 You shall suck the milk of nations, 

you shall suck the breast of kings ; 
and you shall know that I, the LORD, 

am your Savior 
and your Redeemer, the Mighty 

One of Jacob. 

17 Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 
and instead of iron I will bring 

silver; 
instead of wood, bronze, 

instead of stones, iron. 
I will make your overseers peace 

and your taskmasters righteousness. 
IB Violence shall no more be heard in 

your land, 
devastation or destruction within 

your borders ; 
you shall call your walls Salvation, 

and your gates Praise. 

19 The sun shall be no more 
your light by day, 

nor for brightness shall the moon 
give light to you by night ;1 

but the LORD will be your everlasting 
light, 

and your God will be your glory. 
20 Your sun shall no more go down, 

nor your moon withdraw itself; 
for the LORD will be your everlasting 

light, 
and your days of mourning shall be 

ended. 
21 Your people shall all be righteous; 

they shall possess the land for ever, 
the shoot of my planting, the work of 

my hands, 
that I might be glorified. 

22 The least one shall become a clan, 
and the smallest one a mighty na

tion; 
I am the LORD; 

in its time I will hasten it. 

61 . The Spirit of the Lord Goo 
1s upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good tidings to the af

flicted; m 
he has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

1 One ancient Ms Gk Old Latin Tg: Heb lacks by night m Or poor 
80.11: Rev 21.25-26. 80.14: Rev 3.9. 80.18: Rev 21.23; 22.5. 
11.1-2: Mt 11.5; Lk 4.18-19; 7.22. 



ISAIAH 61 656 Zion reassured 
all who see them shall acknowledge 

them, 
and chc opening of che prison" 

co chose who are bound; 
~ co proclaim che year of che LoRD's 

favor, 
and che day of vengeance of our 

God; 
co comfort all who mourn; 

J co grant co chose who mourn m 
Zion-

co give them a garland instead of 
ashes, 

the oil of gladn~ss instead of mourn
mg, 

che mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit; 

thac they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, 

the planting of the LORD, thac he 
may be glorified. 

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
chey shall raise up che former 

devascacions; 
chey shall repair the ruined cicies, 

the devastations of many genera
tions. 

s Aliens shall scand and feed your 
frocks, 

foreigners shall be your plowmen 
and vinedressers; 

6 but you shall be called the priests of 
the LORD, 

men shall speak of you as the 
ministers of our God; 

you shall eat the wealth of the na
tions, 

and in their riches you shall glory. 
7 Instead of your shame you shall have 

a double portion, 
instead of dishonor you 0 shall re

joice in yourP lot; 
therefore in yourP land you 0 shall 

possess a double portion; 
yoursq shall be everlasting joy. 

M For I the LORD love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrong;' 
will faithfully give them their 

recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting 

covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known 

among the nations, 
and their offspring in the midst of 

the peoples; 

that they are a people whom the 
LORD has blessed. 

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my soul shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the gar
ments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. 

11 For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, 

and as a garden causes what j, 
sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord Goo will cause righteous
ness and praise 

to spring forth before all the na
tions. 

62 For Zion's sake I will not keep 
silent, 

and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 
rest, 

until her vindication goes forth as 
brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning 
torch. 

2 The nations shall see your vindica
tion, 

and all the kings your glory ; 
and you shall be called by a new 

name 
which the mouth of the LORD will 

give. 
J You shall be a crown of beauty in the 

hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand or 

your God. 
4 You shall no more be termed For

saken," 
and your land shall no more be 

termed Desolate;' 
but you shall be called My delight is 

in her," 
and your land Married;,. 

for the LORD delights in you, 
and your land shall be married. 

5 For as a young man marries a vir
gin, 

so shall your sons marry you, 

"Or the opening of the eyes: Heb the opem11g "Heb they /J Heb their q Heb 1he1rs 
1 Or rnbbery umh a burnr offermg .~Heb Azllbah 1 Heb Shemamah 11 Heb Heph::1bah 
,. Heb Be11lah 
61.8: Ex 19.6; I Pct 2.5; Rev 1.6; 5.IO; 20.6. ti2.2: Rev 2.17. 



God's anger at the nations 657 ISAIAH~ 
and thy garments like his that 

treads in the wine press? 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over 

the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you. 

n Upon your walls, 0 Jerusalem, 
I have set watchmen; 

all rhe day and all rhe night 
they shall never be silent. 

You who pur the LoRD in remem
brance, 

take no rest, 
7 and give him no rest 

until he establishes Jerusalem 
and makes it a praise in the earth. 

8 The LORD has sworn by his right 
hand 

and by his mighty arm: 
"I will not again give your grain 

to be food for your enemies, 
and foreigners shall not drink your 

wine 
for which you have labored; 

9 but those who garner it shall eat ir 
and praise the LORD, 

and chose who gather it shall drink it 
in the courts of my sanctuary." 

Ill Go through, go through the gates, 
prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway, 
clear it of stones, 
lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed 
to the end of the earth: 

Say to the daughter of Zion, 
"Behold, your salvation comes; 

behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him." 

12 And they shall be called The holy 
people, 

The redeemed of the LORD; 
and you shall be called Sought out, 

a city not forsaken. 

63 Who is this chat comes from 
Edom, 

in crimsoned garments from Boz
rah, 

he chat is glorious in his apparel, 
marching in the greatness of his 

strength? 

"It is I, announcing vindication, 
mighty co save." 

" Why is thy apparel red, 

.\ "I have trodden the wine press alone, 
and from the peoples no one was 

with me; 
I trod chem in my anger 

and trampled them in my wrath; 
their lifeblood is sprinkled upon my 

garments, 
and I have stained all my raiment. 

4 For the day of vengeance was in my 
heart, 

and my year of redemption w has 
come. 

5 I looked, but there was no one to 
help; 

I was appalled, but there was no 
one to uphold; 

so my own arm brought me victory, 
and my wrath upheld me. 

n I trod down the peoples in my anger, 
I made them drunk in my wrath, 
and I poured out their lifeblood on 

the earth." 

7 I will recount the steadfast love of the 
LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has 

granted us, 
and the great goodness to the house 

of Israel 
which he has granted them according 

to his mercy, 
according to the abundance of his 

steadfast love. 
~ For he said, Surely they are my peo

ple, 
sons who will not deal falsely; 
and he became their Savior. 

'J In all their affliction he was afflicted,' 
and rhe angel of his presence saved 

them; 
in his love and in his pity he re

deemed them ; 
he lifted them up and carried them 

all the days of old. 

Ill Bur they rebelled 
and grieved his holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their 
enemy, 

and himself fought against them. 
11 Then he remembered the days of old, 

of Moses his servant. 
" Or 1h.· Wtff oj my rt•tfrm1<·d 1 Ano[hcr reading 1~ Ill' did 1101 r.Jjj/1cr 
63.1-8: h H; )er 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; Obad; Mal 1.2-5 63.3: Rev 19.15. 
63.11: H<·b ll.20. 



ISAIAH 63 658 Prayer for mercy and help 
to make thy name known to thy ad

versaries, 
Where is he who brought up out of 

the sea 
the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of 
them 

his holy Spirit, 
12 who caused his glorious arm 

to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 

to make for himself an everlasting 
naine, 

13 who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 

they did not stumble. 
14 Like cattle that go down into the 

valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them 

rest. 
So thou didst lead thy people, 

to make for thyself a glorious name. 

15 Look down from heaven and see, 
from thy holy and glorious habita

tion. 
Where are thy zeal and thy might? 

The yearning of thy heart and thy 
compassion 

are withheld from me. 
16 For thou art our Father, 

though Abraham does not know us 
and Israel does not acknowledge 

us· 
thou, 0 LORD, art our Father, 

our Redeemer from of old is thy 
name. 

17 0 LORD, why dost thou make us err 
from thy ways 

and harden our heart, so that we 
fear thee not? 

Return for the sake of thy servants, 
the tribes of thy heritage. 

18 Thy holy people possessed thy sanc
tuary a little while; 

our adversaries have trodden it 
down. 

19 We have become like those over 
whom thou hast never ruled, 

like those who are not called by 
thy name. 

64 0 that thou wouldst rend the 
heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at 
thy presence---

2y as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-

Y Ch 64.1 in Heb z Hebrew obscure 
a Gk Syr Old Latin Tg: Heb melted 
84.4: I Cor 2.9. 

and that the nations might tremble 
at thy presence! 

3 When thou didst terrible things 
which we looked not for, 

thou earnest down, the mountains 
quaked at thy presence. 

4 From of old no one has heard 
or perceived by the ear, 

no eye has seen a God besides thee, 
who works for those who wait for 

him. 
5 Thou meetest him that joyfully 

works righteousness, 
those that remember thee in thy 

ways. 
Behold, thou wast angry, and we 

sinned; 
in our sins we have been a long 

time, and shall we be saved? z 
6 We have all become like one who is 

unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like 

a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away. 

7 There is no one that calls upon thy 
name, 

that bestirs himself to take hold of 
thee; 

for thou hast hid thy face from us, 
and hast delivereda us into the 

hand of our iniquities. 

B Yet, 0 LORD, thou art our Father; 
we are the clay, and thou art our 

potter; 
we are all the work of thy hand. 

9 Be not exceedingly angry, 0 LoRn, 
and remember not iniquity for 

ever. 
Behold, consider, we are all thy 

people. 
10 Thy holy cities have become a wilder

ness, 
Zion has become a wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation. 

11 Our holy and beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee, 

has been burned by fire, 
and all our pleasant places have 

become ruins. 
12 Wilt thou restrain thyself at these 

things, 0 LORD? 



God creates anew 659 ISAIAH 65 
and the Valley of Achor a place for 

herds to lie down, 
Wilt thou keep silent, and afflict us 

sorely? 

65 I was ready to be sought by 
those who did not ask for me ; 

I was ready to be found by those 
who did not seek me. 

I said, "Here am I, here am I," 
to a nation that did not call on my 

name. 
2 I spread out my hands all the day 

to a rebellious people, 
who walk in a way that is not 

good, 
following their own devices; 

3 a people who provoke me 
to my face continually, 

sacrificing in gardens 
and burning incense upon bricks; 

4 who sit in tombs, 
and spend the night in secret 

places; 
who eat swine's flesh, 

and broth of abominable things is 
in their vessels; 

s who say, "Keep to yourself, 
do not come near me, for I am set 

apart from you." 
These are a smoke in my nostrils, 

a fire that burns all the day. 
6 Behold, it is written before me: 

"I will not keep silent, but I will 
repay, 

yea, I will repay into their bosom 
7 theirb iniquities and theirb fathers' 

iniquities together, 
says the LORD; 

because they burned incense upon 
the mountains 

and reviled me upon the hills, 
I will measure into their bosom 

payment for their former doings." 

8 Thus says the LORD: 
"As the wine is found in the cluster, 

and they say, 'Do not destroy it, 
for there is a blessing in it,' 

so I will do for my servants' sake, 
and not destroy them all. 

9 I will bring forth descendants from 
Jacob, 

and from Judah inheritors of my 
mountains; 

my chosen shall inherit it, 
and my servants shall dwell there. 

10 Sharon shall become a pasture for 
flocks, 

b Glr. Syr: Heb Y""' 

for my people who have sought me. 
11 But you who forsake the LORD, 

who forget my holy mountain, 
who set a table for Fortune 

and fill cups of mixed wine for 
Destiny; 

12 I will destine you to the sword, 
and all of you shall bow down to 

the slaughter; 
because, when I called, you did not 

answer, 
when I spoke, you did not listen, 

but you did what was evil in my eyes, 
and chose what I did not delight 

in." 

13 Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 
"Behold, my servants shall eat, 

but you shall be hungry; 
behold, my servants shall drink, 

but you shall be thirsty; 
behold, my servants shall rejoice, 

but you shall be put to shame; 
14 behold, my servants shall sing for 

gladness of heart, 
but you shall cry out for pain of 

heart, 
and shall wail for anguish of spirit. 

IS You shall leave your name to my 
chosen for a curse, 

and the Lord Goo will slay you; 
but his servants he will call by a 

different name. 
16 So that he who blesses himself in the 

land 
shall bless himself by the God of 

truth, 
and he who takes an oath in the land 

shall swear by the God of truth; 
because the former troubles are for

gotten 
and are hid from my eyes. 

17 "For behold, I create new heavens 
and a new earth; 

and the former things shall not be 
remembered 

or come into mind. 
l B But be glad and rejoice for ever 

in that which I create; 
for behold, I create Jerusalem a re

joicing, 
and her people a joy. 

19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and be glad in my people; 

15.1-2: Rom 10.20-21. 8&.17: lo 66.22; 2 Pet 3.13; Rev 21.1. 



ISAIAH 65 660 The LoRo's judgments 
he who sacrifices a lamb, like him 

who breaks a dog's neck; 
no more shall be heard in it the sound 

of weeping 
and the cry of distress. 

20 No more shall there be in it 
an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old man who does not fill 

out his days, 
for the child shall die a hundred years 

old, 
and the sinner a hundred years old 

shall be accursed. 
21 They shall build houses and inhabit 

them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat 

their fruit. 
22 They shall not build and another 

inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another 

eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the 

days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the 

work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labor in vain, 

or bear children for calamity;" 
for they shall be the offspring of the 

blessed of the LORD, 
and their children with them. 

24 Before they call I will answer, 
while they are yet speaking I will 

hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed 

together, 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
and dust shall be the serpent's 

food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD." 

66 Thus says the LORD : 
"Heaven is my throne 

and the earth is my footstool; 
what is the house which you would 

build for me, 
and what is the place of my rest? 

2 All these things my hand has made, 
and so all these things are mine," 

says the LORD. 
But this is the man to whom I will 

look, 
he that is humble and contrite m 

spirit, 
and trembles at my word. 

3 "He who slaughters an ox is like him 
who kills a man; 

c Or sudde" urror 1' Gk Syr · Heb c1.m1l' to be 

he who presents a cereal offering, 
like him who offers swine\ 
blood; 

he who makes a memorial offering 
of frankincense, like him who 
blesses an idol. 

These have chosen their own ways, 
and their soul delights in their 

abominations; 
4 I also will choose affliction for them, 

and bring their fears upon them; 
because, when I called, no one an

swered, 
when I spoke they did not listen; 

bm they did what was evil in my 
eyes, 

and chose that in which I did not 
delight." 

; Hear the word of the LORD, 
you who tremble at his word: 

"Your brethren who hate you 
and cast you out for my name's 

sake 
have said, 'Let the LORD be glorified, 

that we may see your joy'; 
but it is they who shall be put to 

shame. 

6 "Hark, an uproar from the city' 
A voice from the temple! 

The voice of the LORD, 
rendering recompense to his ene

mies! 

7 "Before sh<: was in labor 
she gave birth; 

before her pain came upon her 
she was delivered of a son. 

8 Who has heard such a thing? 
Who has seen such things? 

Shall a land be born in one day? 
Shall a nation be brought forth in 

one moment? 
For as soon as Zion was in labor 

she brought forth her sons. 
'> Shall I bring to the birth and not 

cause to bring forth? 
says the LORD; 

shall I, who cause to bring forth, 
shut the womb? 

says your God. 

10 "Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad 
for her, 

65.25: ls 11.6-9. 66.1-2: Mt 5.34; Acts 7.49-50. 66.6: Rev 16.1, 17. 66.7: Rev 12.5. 



Zion's future hope 661 ISAIAH 66 
all you who love her; 

rejoice with her in joy, 
all you who mourn over her; 

11 that you may suck and be satisfied 
with her consoling breasts; 

that you may drink deeply with de
light 

from the abundance of her glory." 

12 For thus says the LoRD: 
"Behold, I will extend prosperity to 

her like a river, 
and the wealth of the nations like 

an overflowing stream; 
and you shall suck, you shall be 

carried upon her hip, 
and dandled upon her knees. 

13 As one whom his mother comforts, 
so I will comfort you; 
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

14 You shall see, and your heart shall 
rejoice; 

your bones shall flourish like the 
grass; 

and it shall be known that the hand 
of the LORD is with his servants, 

and his indignation is against his 
enemies. 

IS "For behold, the LORD will come in 
fire, 

and his chariots like the storm
wind, 

to render his anger in fury, 
and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

16 For by fire will the LORD execute 
judgment, 

and by his sword, upon all flesh; 
and those slain by the LORD shall 

be many. 

17 "Those who sanctify and purify 
themselves to go into the gardens, fol
lowing one in the midst, eating swine's 
flesh and the abomination and mice, 

shall come to an end together, says the 
LORD. 

18 "For I know• their works and 
their thoughts, and I amt coming to 
gather all nations and tongues; and they 
shall come and shall see my glory, 19 and 
I will set a sign among them. And from 
them I will send survivors to the na
tions, to Tarshish, Put,Y and Lud, who 
draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to 
the coastlands afar off, that have not 
heard my fame or seen my glory; and 
they shall declare my glory among the 
nations. 20And they shall bring all your 
brethren from all the nations as an of
fering to the LORD, upon horses, and in 
chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, 
and upon dromedaries, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, 
just as the Israelites bring their cereal 
offering in a clean vessel to the house of 
the LORD. 21And some of them also I 
will take for priests and for Levites, says 
the LORD. 

22 "For as the new heavens and the new 
earth 

which I will make 
shall remain before me, says the 

LORD; 
so shall your descendants and your 

name remain. 
23 From new moon to new moon, 

and from sabbath to sabbath, 
all flesh shall come to worship before 

me, 
says the LORD. 

24 "And they shall go forth and look 
on the dead bodies of the men that have 
rebelled against me; for their worm 
shall not die, their fire shall not be 
quenched, and they shall be an ab
horrence to all flesh." 



THE BOOK OF 

JEREMIAH 

1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of 
Hilki'ah, of the priests who were in 

An'athoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to 
whom the word of the LORD came in the 
days of Josi'ah the son of Amon, king 
of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign. 3 It came also in the days of 
Jehoi'akim the son of Josi'ah, king of 
Judah, and until the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedeki'ah, the son of Josi'ah, 
king of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month. 

4 Now the word of the LORD came 
to me saying, 
s "Before I formed you in the womb 

I knew you, 
and before you were born I conse

crated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the na-

tions." 
6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord Goo! Be

hold, I do not know how to speak, for I 
am only a youth." 7 But the LORD said 
to me, 

"Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; 
for to all to whom I send you you 

shall go, 
and whatever I command you you 

shall speak. 
s Be not afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 
says the LORD." 

9 Then the LORD put forth his hand 
and touched my mouth; and the LORD 
said to me, 

"Behold, I have put my words in your 
mouth. 

Io See, I have set you this day over na-
tions and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant." 
11 And the word of the LORD came 

to me, saying, "Jeremiah, what do you 
see?" And I said, "I see a rod of al
mond."• 12 Then the LORD said to me, 
"You have seen well, for I am watching'' 
over my word to perform it." 

13 The word of the LORD came to me 
a second time, saying, "What do you 
" Heb shaqed 1> Heb shoqed 

see?" And I said, "I see a boiling pot, 
facing away from the north." I~ Then 
the LORD s'.lid to me, "Out of the north 
evil shall break forth upon all the in
habitants of the land. IS For, lo, I am 
calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of 
the north, says the LORD; and they shall 
come and every one shall set his throne 
at the entrance of the gates of Jeru
salem, against all its walls round about, 
and against all the cities of Judah. 16And 
I will utter my judgments against them, 
for all their wickedness in forsaking 
me; they have burned incense to other 
gods, and worshiped the works of their 
own hands. 17 But you, gird up your 
loins; arise, and say to them everythinl( 
that I command you. Do not be dis
mayed by them, lest I dismay you be
fore them. 18And I, behold, I make you 
this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, 
and bronze walls, against the whole 
land, against the kings of Judah, its 
princes, its priests, and the people of the 
land. 19 They will fight against you; but 
they shall not prevail against you, for ! 
am with you, says the LORD, to deliver 
you.'' 

2 The word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2 "Go and proclaim in 

the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the 
LORD, 

I remember the devotion of your 
youth, 

your love as a bride, 
how you followed me in the wilder

ness, 
in a land not sown. 

3 Israel was holy to the LORD, 
the first fruits of his harvest. 

All who ate of it became guilty; 
evil came upon them, 

says the LORD." 

4 Hear the word of the LORD, 0 house 
of Jacob, and all the families of the 
house of Israel. s Thus savs the LORD· 

"What wrong did your fathers find in 
me 

that they went far from me, 

1.5: Is 49.I; Gal 1.15. 1.8: Is 43.5; Acts 18.9-10. 1.10: Rev I0.11. 



Israel's apostasy 663 JEREMIAH 2 
and went after wonhlessness, and 

became worthless? 
6 They did not say, 'Where is the LORD 

who brought us up from the land 
of Egypt, 

who led us in the wilderness, 
in a land of deserts and pits, 

in a land of drought and deep dark
ness, 

in a land that none passes through, 
where no man dwells?' 

7 And I brought you into a plentiful 
land 

to enjoy its fruits and its good 
things. 

But when you came in you defiled 
my land, 

and made my heritage an abomi
nation. 

8 The priests did not say, 'Where is the 
LORD?' 

Those who handle the law did not 
know me; 

the rulers c transgressed against me ; 
the prophets prophesied by Ba'al, 
and went after things that do not 

profit. 

9 "Therefore I still contend with you, 
says the LORD, 

and with your children's children 
I will contend. 

10 For cross to the coasts of Cyprus 
and see, 

or send to Kedar and examine with 
care; 

see if there has been such a thing. 
11 Has a nation changed its gods, 

even though they are no gods? 
But my people have changed their 

glory 
for that which does not profit. 

12 Be appalled, 0 heavens, at this, 
be shocked, be utterly desolate, 

says the LoRD, 
13 for my people have commined two 

evils: 
they have forsaken me, 

the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for them

selves, 
broken cisterns, 

that can hold no water. 

14 "Is Israel a slave? Is he a homebom 
servant? 

Why then has he become a prey? 
15 The lions have roared against him, 
r Heb shepherdJ 

they have roared loudly. 
They have made his land a waste; 

his cities are in ruins, without 
inhabitant. 

16 Moreover, the men of Memphis and 
Tah'panhes 

have broken the crown of your 
head. 

17 Have you not brought this upon 
yourself 

by forsaking the LORD your God, 
when he led you in the way? 

18 And now what do you gain by going 
to Egypt, 

to drink the waters of the Nile? 
Or what do you gain by going to 

Assyria, 
to drink the waters of the Eu

phra'tes? 
19 Your wickedness will chasten you, 

and your apostasy will reprove you. 
Know and see that it is evil and biner 

for you to forsake the LORD your 
God; 

the fear of me is not in you, 
says the Lord Goo of hosts. 

20 "For long ago you broke your yoke 
and burst your bonds; 
and you said, 'I will not serve.' 

Yea, upon every high hill 
and under every green tree 
you bowed down as a harlot. 

21 Yet I planted you a choice vine, 
wholly of pure seed. 

How then have you turned degener
ate 

and become a wild vine? 
22 Though you wash yourself with lye 

and use much soap, 
the stain of your guilt is still before 

me, 
says the Lord Goo. 

23 How can you say, 'I am not defiled, 
I have not gone after the Ba'als'? 

Look at your way in the valley; 
know what you have done--

a restive young camel interlacing her 
tracks, 

24 a wild ass used to the wilderness, 
in her heat sniffing the wind! 

Who can restrain her lust? 
None who seek her need weary them

selves; 
in her month they will find her. 

25 Keep your feet from going unshod 
and your throat from thirst. 

But you said, 'It is hopeless, 
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You shall be put to shame by Egypt 

as you were put to shame by A~
syria. 

for I have loved strangers, 
and after them I will go.' 

26 "As a thief is shamed when caught, 
so the house of Israel shall be 

shamed: 
they, their kings, their princes, 

their priests, and their prophets, 
27 who say to a tree, 'You are my father,' 

and to a stone, 'You gave me birth.' 
For they have turned their back to 

me, 
and not their face. 

But in the time of their trouble they 
say, 

'Arise and save us!' 
28 But where are your gods 

that you made for yourself? 
Let them arise, if they can save you, 

in your time of trouble; 
for as many as your cities 

are your gods, 0 Judah. 

29 "Why do you complain against me? 
You have all rebelled against me, 

says the LORD. 
30 In vain have I smitten your children, 

they took no correction; 
your own sword devoured your 

prophets 
like a ravening lion. 

31 And you, 0 generation, heed the 
word of the LORD. 

Have I been a wilderness to Israel, 
or a land of thick darkness? 

Why then do my people say, 'We arc 
free, 

we will come no more to thee'? 
32 Can a maiden forget her ornaments, 

or a bride her attire? 
Yet my people have forgotten me 

days without number. 

33 "How well you direct your course 
to seek lovers ! 

So that even to wicked women 
you have taught your ways. 

34 Also on your skirts is found 
the lifeblood of guiltless poor; 

you did not find them breaking in. 
Yet in spite of all these things 

35 you say, 'I am innocent; 
surely his anger has turned from 

me., 
Behold, I will bring you to judgment 

for saying, 'I have not sinned.' 
36 How lightly you gad about, 

changing your way ! 
d Gk Syr: Heb Saying, If 

.17 From it too you will come away 
wich your hands upon your head, 

for the LORD has rejecced those in 
whom you trust, 

and you will not prosper by them. 

3 "Ifr/ a man divorces his wife 
and she goes from him 

and becomes another man's wife, 
will he return to her? 

Would not that land be greatly 
polluted? 

You have played the harlot with many 
lovers; 

and would you return to me? 
says the LORD 

2 Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, 
and see! 

Where have you not been lain 
with? 

By the waysides you have sat awaiting 
lovers 

like an Arab in the wilderness. 
You have polluted the land 

with your vile harlotry. 
3 Therefore the showers have been 

withheld, 
and the spring rain has not come. 

yet you have a harlot's brow, 
you refuse to be ashamed. 

4 Have you nor jusc now called to me, 
'My father, thou art che friend of 

my youth-
s will he be angry for ever, 

will he be indignant to the end?' 
Behold, you have spoken, 

but you have done all che evil that 
you could." 

6 The LORD said to me in the days of 
King Josi'ah: "Have you seen what she 
did, that faithless one, Israel, how she 
went up on every high hill and under 
every green tree, and there played the 
harlot? 7 And I thought, 'After she has 
done all this she will return to me'; bur 
she did not return, and her false sister 
Judah saw it. ~ She saw that for all chc 
adulceries of that faithless one, Israel, I 
had sent her away with a decree ni' 
divorce; yet her false sister Judah did 
not fear, but she too went and played 
the harlot. 9 Because harlotry was sn 
light to her, she polluted the land, com
mitting adultery with stone and tree. 



Judah worse than Israel 665 JEREMIAH,4 
10 Yet for all this her false sister Judah 
did not return to me with her whole 
heart, but in pretense, says the LORD." 

11 And the LORD said to me, "Faith
less Israel ha~ shown herself less guilty 
than false Judah. 12 Go, and proclaim 
chesc words toward the north, and say, 

'Return, faithless Israel, 
says the LORD. 

I will not look on you in anger, 
for I am merciful, 

says the LORD; 
I will not be angry for ever. 

1.1 Only acknowledge your guilt, 
that you rebelled against the LORD 

your God 
and scattered your favors among 

strangers 
tree, 

under every green 

and that you have not obeyed my 
voice, 

says the LORD. 
14 Return, 0 faithless children, 

says the LORD; 
for I am your master; 

I will take you, one from a city and 
two from a family, 

and I will bring you to Zion. 
15 "'And I will give you shepherds 

after my own heart, who will feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. 
16And when you have multiplied and 
increased in the land, in those days, 
says che LORD, they shall no more say, 
"The ark of the covenant of the LORD." 
It shall not come to mind, or be re
membered, or missed; it shall not be 
made again. 17At that time Jerusalem 
shall be called the throne of the LORD, 
and all nations shall gather to it, to the 
presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and 
they shall no more stubbornly follow 
their own evil heart. 18 In those days the 
house of Judah shall join the house of 
Israel, and together they shall come 
from the land of the north to the land 
that I gave your fathers for a heritage. 
19 " 'I choughc 

how I would set you among my 
sons, 

and give you a pleasant land, 
a heritage most beauteous of all 

nations. 
And I thought you would call me, 

My Father, 
and would not turn from following 

me. 
2o Surely, as a faithless wife leaves her 

husband, 

so have you been faithless to me, 
0 house of Israel, 

says the LORD.' " 

21 A voice on the bare heights is heard, 
the weeping and pleading of Is

rael's sons, 
because they have perverted their 

way, 
they have forgotten the LORD their 

God. 
22 "Return, 0 faithless sons, 

I will heal your faithlessness." 
"Behold, we come to thee; 

for thou art the LORD our God. 
23 Truly the hills are a delusion, 

the orgies on the mountains. 
Truly in the LORD our God 

is the salvation of Israel. 
24 "But from our youth the shameful 

thing has devoured all for which our 
fathers labored, their flocks and their 
herds, their sons and their daughters. 
25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let 
our dishonor cover us ; for we have 
sinned against the LORD our God, we 
and our fathers, from our youth even to 
this day; and we have not obeyed che 
voice of the LORD our God." 

4 "If you return, 0 Israel, 
says the LORD, 

to me you should return. 
If you remove your abominations 

from my presence, 
and do not waver, 

2 and if you swear, 'As the LORD lives,' 
in truth, in justice, and in up

rightness, 
then nations shall bless themselves in 

him, 
and in him shall they glory." 

3 For thus says the LORD to the men 
of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jeru
salem: 

"Break up your fallow ground, 
and sow not among thorns. 

4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, 
remove the foreskin of your hearts, 
0 men of Judah and inhabitants of 

Jerusalem; 
lest my wrath go forth like fire, 

and bum with none to quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings." 

5 Declare in Judah, and proclaim in 
Jerusalem, and say, 

"Blow the trumpet through the land; 
cry aloud and say, 
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'Assemble, and let us go 

into the fortified cities!' 
6 Raise a standard toward Zion, 

flee for safety, stay not, 
for I bring evil from the north, 

and great destruction. 
7 A lion has gone up from his thicket, 

a destroyer of nations has set out; 
he has gone forth from his place 

to make your land a waste; 
your cities will be ruins 
without inhabitant. 

8 For this gird you with sackcloth, 
lament and wail ; 

for the fierce anger of the LORD 
has not turned back from us." 

9 "In that day, says the LORD, courage 
shall fail both king and princes; the 
priests shall be appalled and the proph
ets astounded." 10 Then I said, "Ah, 
Lord Goo, surely thou hast utterly de
ceived this people and Jerusalem, say
ing, 'It shall be well with you'; whereas 
the sword has reached their very life." 

11 At that time it will be said to this 
people and to Jerusalem, "A hot wind 
from the bare heights in the desert 
toward the daughter of my people, not 
to winnow or cleanse, 12 a wind too full 
for this comes for me. Now it is I who 
speak in judgment upon them." 
13 Behold, he comes up like clouds, 

his chariots like the whirlwind; 
his horses are swifter than eagles

woe to us, for we are ruined! 
14 0 Jerusalem, wash your heart from 

wickedness, 
that you may be saved. 

How long shall your evil thoughts 
lodge within you? 

15 For a voice declares from Dan 
and proclaims evil from Mount 

E'phraim. 
16 Warn the nations that he is coming; 

announce to Jerusalem, 
"Besiegers come from a distant land; 

they shout against the cities of 
Judah. 

17 Like keepers of a field are they 
against her round about, 

because she has rebelled against 
me, 

says the LORD. 
18 Your ways and your doings 

have brought this upon you. 
This is your doom, and it is bitter; 

it has reached your very heart." 

19 My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in 
pain! 

Oh, the walls of my heart! 
My heart is beating wildly; 

I cannot keep silent; 
for I hear the sound of the trumpet, 

the alarm of war. 
20 Disaster follows hard on disaster, 

the whole land is laid waste. 
Suddenly my tents are destroyed, 

my curtains in a moment. 
21 How long must I see the standard, 

and hear the sound of the trumpet' 
22 "For my people are foolish, 

they know me not; 
they are stupid children, 

they have no understanding. 
They are skilled in doing evil, 

but how to do good they know 
not." 

23 I looked on the earth, and lo, it was 
waste and void; 

and to the heavens, and they had no 
light. 

24 I looked on the mountains, and lo, 
they were quaking, 

and all the hills moved to and fro. 
25 I looked, and lo, there was no man, 

and all the birds of the air had fled. 
26 I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was 

a desert, 
and all its cities were laid in ruirn 
before the LORD, before his fierce 

anger. 
27 For thus says the LORD, "The 

whole land shall be a desolation; yet I 
will not make a full end. 
28 For this the earth shall mourn, 

and the heavens above be black; 
for I have spoken, I have purposed; 

I have not relented nor will I turn 
back." 

29 At the noise of horseman and archer 
every city takes to flight; 

they enter thickets; they climb 
among rocks; 

all the cities are forsaken, 
and no man dwells in them. 

30 And you, 0 desolate one, 
what do you mean that you dress in 

scarlet, 
that you deck yourself with orna

ments of gold, 
that you enlarge your eyes with 

paint? 
In vain you beautify yourself. 

Your lovers despise you; 
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they seek your life. 
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.11 For I heard a cry as of a woman in 
travail, 

anguish as of one bringing forth her 
first child, 

the c•y of the daughter of Zion gasp
ing for breath, 

stretching out her hands, 
"Woe is me! ~. am fainting before 

murderers. 

5 Run to and fro through the streets 
of J crusalem, 

look and take nore ! 
Search her squares to see 

if you can find a man, 
one who docs jusrice 

and seeks truth; 
that I may pardon her. 

2 Though they say, "As the LORD 
lives," 

yet they swear falsely. 
J 0 LORD, do not thy eyes look for 

truth? 
Thou hast smitten them, 

but they felt no anguish; 
thou hast consumed them, 

but they refused to take correc
tion. 

They have made rheir faces harder 
than rock; 

they have refused to repent. 

4 Then I said, "These are only the 
poor, 

they have no sense; 
for they do not know the way of rhe 

LORD, 
the law of their God. 

' I will go to the great, 
and will speak to them; 

for they know the way of the LORD, 
the law of their God." 

But they all alike had broken the 
yoke, 

they had burst the bonds. 

6 Therefore a lion from the foresr shall 
slay them, 

a wolf from the desert shall destroy 
them. 

A leopard is watching against their 
cities, 

every one who goes out of them 
shall be torn in pieces; 

because their transgressions are 
many, 

their apostasies are great. 
1
' Heb you 

7 "How can I pardon you? 
Your children have forsaken me, 
and have sworn by those who arc 

no gods. 
When I fed them to the full, 

they committed adultery 
and trooped to the houses of har

lots. 
~They were well-fed lusty stallions, 

each neighing for his neighbor's 
wife. 

9 Shall I nor punish them for these 
things? 

says the LORD; 
and shall I not avenge myself 
on a nation such as this? 

IO "Go up through her vine-rows and 
destroy, 

but make nor a full end; 
strip away her branches, 

for they are not the LORD'S. 
11 For the house of Israel and the house 

of Judah 
have been utterly faithless to 

me, 
savs the LoRD. 

12 They have spoken faisely of the 
LORD, 

and have said, 'He will do nothing; 
no evil will come upon us, 

nor shall we see sword or famine. 
13 The prophets will become wind; 

the word is not in them. 
Thus shall it be done to them!' " 

14 Therefore thus says the LORD, the 
God of hosts : 

"Because they' have spoken this 
word, 

behold, I am making my words in 
your mouth a fire, 

and this people wood, and the fire 
shall devour them. 

15 Behold, I am bringing upon you 
a nation from afar, 0 house of 

Israel, 
says the LORD. 

It is an enduring nation, 
it is an ancient nation, 

a nation whose language you do not 
know, 

nor can you understand what they 
say. 

16 Their quiver is like an open tomb, 
they are all mighty men. 

17 They shall eat up your harvest and 
your food; 
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their houses are full of treachery; 

therefore they have become great 
and rich, 

they shall eat up your sons and 
your daughters; 

they shall eat up your flocks and your 
herds; 

they shall eat up your vines and 
your fig trees ; 

your fortified cities in which you trust 
they shall destroy with the sword." 

18 "But even in those days, says the 
LORD, I will not make a full end of you. 
19And when your people say, 'Why has 
the LORD our God done all these things 
to us?' you shall say to them, 'As you 
have forsaken me and served foreign 
gods in your land, so you shall serve 
strangers in a land that is not yours.' " 

20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, 
proclaim it in Judah: 

21 "Hear this, 0 foolish and senseless 
people, 

who have eyes, but see not, 
who have ears, but hear not. 

22 Do you not fear me? says the LORD; 
Do you not tremble before me? 

I placed the sand as the bound for the 
sea, 

a perpetual barrier which it can
not pass; 

though the waves toss, they cannot 
prevail, 

though they roar, they cannot pass 
over it. 

23 But this people has a stubborn and 
rebellious heart; 

they have turned aside and gone 
away. 

24 They do not say in their hearts, 
'Let us fear the LORD our God, 

who gives the rain in its season, 
the autumn rain and the spring 

rain, 
and keeps for us 

the weeks appointed for the har
vest.' 

25 Your iniquities have turned these 
away, 

and your sins have kept good from 
you. 

26 For wicked men are found among 
my people; 

they lurk like fowlers lying in 
wait.I 

They set a trap; 
they catch men. 

27 Like a basket full of birds, 
f Heb uncenain 
5.21: Is 6.9-10; Mt 13.IG-15; Mk 8.17-18. 

28 they have grown fat and sleek. 
They know no bounds in deeds of 

wickedness; 
they judge not with justice 

the cause of the fatherless, to make it 
prosper, 

and they do not defend the rights 
of the needy. 

29 Shall I not punish them for these 
thin ) gs. 

says the LORD, 
and shall I not avenge myself 
on a nation such as this?" 

30 An appalling and horrible thing 
has happened in the land: 

31 the prophets prophesy falsely, 
and the priests rule at their direc

tion; 
my people love to have it so, 

but what will you do when the end 
comes? 

6 Flee for safety, 0 people of Ben
jamin, 

from the midst of Jerusalem ! 
Blow the trumpet in Teko'a, 

and raise a signal on Beth-hac-che' -
rem; 

for evil looms out of the north, 
and great destruction. 

2 The comely and delicately bred I will 
destroy, 

the daughter of Zion. 
3 Shepherds with their flocks shall 

come against her ; 
they shall pitch their tents around 

her, 
they shall pasture, each in his 

place. 
4 "Prepare war against her; 

up, and let us attack at noon!" 
"Woe to us, for the day declines, 

for the shadows of evening length
en!,, 

s "Up, and let us attack by night, 
and destroy her palaces!" 

6 For thus says the LoRD of hosts: 
"Hew down her trees ; 

cast up a siege mound against 
Jerusalem. 

This is the city which must be pun
ished; 
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they did not know how to blush. there is nothing but oppression 

within her. 
7 As a well keeps its water fresh, 

so she keeps fresh her wickedness; 
violence and destruction are heard 

wirhin her; 
sickness and wounds are ever be

fore me. 
H Be warned, 0 Jerusalem, 

Jest I be alienated from you; 
lest I make you a desolation, 

an uninhabited land." 

9 Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
"Glean" thoroughly as a vine 

the remnant of Israel; 
like a grape-gatherer pass your hand 

again 
over its branches." 

10 To whom shall I speak and give 
warning, 

that they may hear? 
Behold, their ears are closed,11 

they cannot listen; 
behold, the word of the LORD is to 

them an object of scorn, 
they take no pleasure in it. 

11 Therefore I am full of the wrath of 
the LORD; 

I am weary of holding it in. 
"Pour it out upon the children in the 

street, 
and upon the gatherings of young 

men, also; 
both husband and wife shall be 

taken, 
the old folk and the very aged. 

12 Their houses shall be turned over to 
others, 

their fields and wives together; 
for I will stretch out my hand 

against the inhabitants of the 
land," 

says the LORD. 
1.1 "For from the least to the greatest of 

them, 
every one is greedy for unjust 

gain; 
and from prophet to priest, 

every one deals falsely. 
14 They have healed the wound of my 

people lightly, 
saying, 'Peace, peace,' 
when there is no peace. 

IS Were rhey ashamed when they com
mitred abominarion? 

No, they were not at all ashamed; 
Y Cn: Heb they shall glean h Heb uncircumcised 
8.18: Mt 11.29. 

Therefore they shall fall among those 
who fall; 

at the time chat I punish them, 
they shall be overthrown,'' 

says the LORD. 

16 Thus says rhe LORD: 
"Srand by the roads, and look, 

and ask for rhe ancient paths, 
where rhe good way is; and walk in it, 

and find rest for your souls. 
But rhey said, 'We will not walk in 

it.' 
17 I set warchmen over you, saying, 

'Give heed to the sound of the 
trumpet!' 

But they said, 'We will not give 
heed.' 

18 Therefore hear, 0 nations, 
and know, 0 congregation, what 

will happen to them. 
19 Hear, 0 earth; behold, I am bringing 

evil upon this people, 
the fruit of their devices, 

because they have not given heed to 
my words; 

and as for my law, they have re
jected it. 

20 To what purpose docs frankincense 
come to me from Sheba, 

or sweet cane from a distant land? 
Your burnt offerings are not accept

able, 
nor your sacrifices pleasing to me. 

21 Therefore rhus says the LORD: 
'Behold, I will lay before this people 

stumbling blocks against which 
they shall stumble; 

fathers and sons together, 
neighbor and friend shall perish.' " 

22 Thus says the LORD: 
"Behold, a people is coming from the 

north country, 
a great nation is stirring from the 

farthest parts of the earth. 
23 They lay hold on bow and spear, 

they are cruel and have no mercy, 
the sound of them is like the roar

ing sea; 
they ride upon horses, 

set in array as a man for battle, 
against you, 0 daughter of Zion!" 

24 We have heard the report of it, 
our hands fall helpless; 

anguish has taken hold of us, 
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pain as of a woman in travail. 

25 Go not forth into the field, 
nor walk on the road ; 

for the enemy has a sword, 
terror is on every side. 

670 "Amend your ways" 
doing all these abominations? 11 Has 
chis house, which is called by my name, 
become a den of robbers in your eyes) 
Behold, I myself have seen it, says rhe 
LORD. 12 Go now to my place that was in 

26 O daughter of my people, 
sackcloth, 

gird on Shiloh, where I made my name dwell ar 

and roll in ashes ; 
make mourning as for an only son, 

most bitter lamentation; 
for suddenly the destroyer 

will come upon us. 

first, and see what I did to it for rhe 
wickedness of my people Israel. l3And 
now, because you have done all these 
things, says the LoRD, and when I spoke 
to you persistently you did nor listen, 
and whe:1 I called you, you did nor 
answer, 14 therefore I will do to rhe 

27 "I have made you an assayer and house which is called by my name, and 
rester among my people, in which you rrusr, and ro the place 

char you may know and assay their which I gave ro you and to your fathers, 
ways. as I did to Shiloh. 15And I will cast you 

28 They are all stubbornly rebellious, our of my sight, as I cast our all your 
going about with slanders; kinsmen, all rhe offspring of E'phraim. 

they are bronze and iron, 16 "As for you, do nor pray for this 
all of them acr corruptly. people, or lift up cry or prayer for them, 

29 The bellows blow fiercely, and do nor intercede with me, for I do 
the lead is consumed by the fire; nor hear you. 17 Do you nor see whar 

in vain rhe refining goes on, rhey are doing in the cities of Judah and 
for rhe wicked are nor removed. in rhe streets of Jerusalem? 18 The 

30 Refuse silver rhey are called, children gather wood, the fathers kindle 
for rhe LORD has rejected them." fire, and rhe women knead dough, ro 

make cakes for rhe queen of heaven; and 

7 The word char came to Jeremiah rhey pour our drink offerings ro other 
from the LORD: 2 "Stand in the gate gods, to provoke me to anger. 19 Is ir I 

of rhe LORD's house, and proclaim there whom they provoke? says the LORD. Is 
this word, and say, Hear the word of it not themselves, to their own confu
the LORD, all you men of Judah who sion? 20 Therefore thus says rhe Lord 
enter these gates to worship the LORD. God: Behold, my anger and my wrath 
3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, rhe God will be poured our on chis place, upon 
of Israel, Amend your ways and your man and beast, upon rhe trees of rh~ 
doings, and I will let you dwell in this field and rhe fruit of rhe ground; it will 
place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive burn and nor be quenched." 
words: 'This is rhe temple of the LORD, 21 Thus says the LORD of hoses, rhe 
the temple of the LORD, rhe temple of God of Israel: "Add your burnt of
rhe LORD.' ferings ro your sacrifices, and ear the 

5 "For if you truly amend your ways flesh. 22 For in the day that I brought 
and your doings, if you truly execute them out of the land of Egypt, I did nor 
justice one with another, 6 if you do not speak to your fathers or command them 
oppress the alien, the fatherless or the concerning burnt offerings and sacri
widow, or shed innocent blood in this fices. 23 But this command I gave them, 
place, and if you do not go after other 'Obey my voice, and I will be your God, 
gods to your own hurt, 7 then I will let and you shall be my people; and walk in 
you dwell in this place, in the land that all the way that I command you, that it 
I gave of old to your fathers for ever. may be well with you.' 24 But they did 

8 "Behold, you trust in deceptive not obey or incline their ear, but walked 
words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, mur- in their own counsels and the stubborn
der, commit adultery, swear falsely, ness of their evil hearts, and went back
burn incense to Ba'al, and go after other ward and not forward. 25 From rhe day 
gods that you have not known, 10 and that your fathers came out of the land 
then come and stand before me in this of Egypt to this day, I have persistently 
house, which is called by my name, and sent all my servants the prophets to 
say, 'We are delivered!'--only to go on them, day after day; 26 yet they did nor 
8.25: )er 20.3, 10; 46.5; 49.29; Ps 31.13. 7.11: Mt 21.13; Mk 11.17; Lk 19.46. 
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listen to me, or incline their ear, but 
stiffened their neck. They did worse 
than their fathers. 

27 "So you shall speak all these 
words to them, but they will not listen 
to you. You shall call to them, but they 
will not answer you. 2KAnd you shall say 
to them, 'This is the nation that did not 
obey the voice of the LORD their God, 
and did not accept discipline; truth has 
perished; it is cut off from their lips. 
1'> Cut off your hair and cast it away; 

raise a lamentation on the bare 
heights, 

for the LoRD has rejected and for
saken 

the generation of his wrath.' 
30 "For the sons of Judah have done 

evil in my sight, sayf the LORD; they 
have set their abominations in the house 
which is called by my name, to defile it. 
JIAnd they have built the high placei of 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and 
their daughters in the fire; which I did 
not command, nor did it come into my 
mind. J2 Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, when it will no 
more be called Topheth, or the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, but the valley of 
Slaughter: for they will bury in 
Topheth, because there is no room else
where. HAnd the dead bodies of this 
people will be food for the birds of the 
air, and for the beasts of the earth; and 
none will frighten them away. 34And I 
will make to cease from the cities of 
Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem 
the voice of mirth and the voice of glad
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and 
the voice of the bride; for the land shall 
become a waste. 

8 "At that time, says the LORD, rhe 
bones of the kings of Judah, the 

bones of its princes, the bones of the 
priests, the bones of the prophets, and 
the bones of the inhabitants of Jeru
salem shall be brought out of their 
tombs; 2 and they shall be spread before 
the sun and the moon and all the host 
of heaven, which they have loved and 
served, which they have gone after, and 
which they have sought and worshiped; 
and they shall not be gathered or 
buried; they shall be as dung on the sur
face of the ground .. 1 Death shall be pre
ferred to life by all the remnant that re-

mains of this evil family in all the places 
where I have driven them, says the 
LORD of hosts. 

4 "You shall say to them, Thus says 
the LORD: 

When men fall, do they not rise 
again? 

If one turns away, does he not re
turn? 

s Why then has this people turned 
away 

in perpetual backsliding? 
They hold fast to deceit, 

they refuse to return. 
6 I have given heed and listened, 

but they have not spoken aright; 
no man repents of his wickedness, 

saying, 'What have I done?' 
Every one turns to his own course, 

like a horse plunging headlong into 
battle. 

7 Even the stork in the heavens 
knows her times ; 

and the turtledove, swallow, and 
craneJ 

keep the time of their coming; 
but my people know not 

the ordinance of the LORD. 

8 "How can you say, 'We are wise, 
and the law of the LORD is with 

us'? 
But, behold, the false pen of the 

scribes 
has made it into a lie. 

9 The wise men shall be put to shame, 
they shall be dismayed and taken; 

lo, they have rejected the word of the 
LORD, 

and what wisdom is in them? 
JO Therefore I will give their wives to 

others 
and their fields to conquerors, 

because from the least to the greatest 
every one is greedy for unjust 

gain; 
from prophet to priest 

every one deals falsely. 
11 They have healed the wound of my 

people lightly, 
saying, 'Peace, peace,' 
when there is no peace. 

12 Were they ashamed when they com
mittt:d abomination? 

No, they were not at all ashamed; 
they did not know how to blush. 

' Gk Tg: Heb high places j The meaning of 1he Hebrew word is uncerrnin 
7.34: Rev 18.23. 
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Therefore they shall fall among the 

fallen; 
when I punish them, they shall be 

overthrown, 
says the LORD. 

IJ When I would gather them, says the 
LORD, 

there are no grapes on the vine, 
nor figs on the fig tree ; 

even the leaves are withered, 
and what I gave them has passed 

away from them."' 

14 Why do we sit still? 
Gather together, let us go into the 

fortified cities 
and perish there; 

for the LORD our God has doomed us 
to perish, 

and has given us poisoned water to 
drink, 

because we have sinned ag'.linst the 
LORD. 

15 We looked for peace, but no good 
came, 

for a time of healing, but behold, 
terror. 

16 "The snorting of their horses is 
heard from Dan; 

at the sound of the neighing of 
their stallions 

the whole land quakes. 
They come and devour the land and 

all that fills it, 
the city and those who dwell in it. 

17 For behold, I am sending among you 
serpents, 

adders which cannot be charmed, 
and they shall bite you," 

says the LORD. 

18 My grief is beyond healing,' 
my heart is sick within me. 

19 Hark, the cry of the daughter of my 
people 

from the length and breadth of the 
land: 

"Is the LoRD not in Zion? 
Is her King not in her?" 

"Why have they provoked me to 
anger with their graven images, 

and with their foreign idols?" 
20 "The harvest is past, the summer 1s 

ended, 
and we are not saved." 

A Heb unccnain 

21 For the wound of the daughter of my 
people is my heart wounded, 

I mourn, and dismay has taken 
hold on me. 

22 Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there? 

Why then has the health of the 
daughter of my people 

not been restored? 

9"' 0 that my head were waters, 
and my eyes a fountain of tears, 

that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of the daughter of my 

people! 
z,, 0 that I had in the desert 

a wayfarers' lodging place, 
that I might leave my people 

and go away from them! 
For they are all adulterers, 

a company of treacherous men. 
3 They bend their tongue like a bow ; 

falsehood and not truth has grown 
strong" in the land; 

for they proceed from evil to evil, 
and they do not know me, says the 

LORD. 

4 Let every one beware of his neighbor, 
and put no trust in any brother; 

for every brother is a supplanter, 
and every neighbor goes about as a 

slanderer. 
5 Every one deceives his neighbor, 

and no one speaks the truth; 
they have taught their tongue to speak 

lies; 
they commit iniquity and are too 

weary to repent.P 
6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, 

and deceit upon deceit, 
they refuse to know me, says the 

LORD. 

7 Therefore thus says the LORD or 
hosts: 

"Behold, I will refine them and test 
them, 

for what else can I do, because of 
my people? 

8 Their tongue is a deadly arrow; 
it speaks deceitfully; 

with his mouth each speaks peace
ably to his neighbor, 

but in his heart he plans an ambush 
for him. 

1 Cn Compare Gk: Heb uncertain 111 Ch 8.23 in Heb 11 Ch Q, I in Heb 
0 Gk: Heb anJ not for tmth thq• havt' grown .Hrimg Jl Cn Compari: Gk: Heb yo11r dn•dlmg 
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9 Shall I not punish them for these 

chings? says the LORD; 
and shall I not avenge myself 
on a nation such as chis? 

10 "Take up" weeping and wailing for 
the mountains, 

and a lamentation for the pastures 
of the wilderness, 

because chey are laid waste so that 
no one passes through, 

and che lowing of cattle is not 
heard; 

both the birds of the air and the 
beasts 

have fled and are gone. 
11 I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, 

a lair of jackals; 
and I will make the cities of Judah 

a dewlation, 
without inhabitant." 

12 Who is the man so wise that he 
can underscand this? To whom has the 
mouth of the LORD spoken, that he may 
declare it? Why is the land ruined and 
laid wasce like a wilderness, so thac no 
one passes through? llAnd the LORD 
says: "Because they have forsaken my 
law which I set before them, and have 
not obeyed my voice, or walked in ac
cord wich it, 14 but have stubbornly fol
lowed their own hearts and have gone 
after the Ba'als, as their fathers taught 
them. IS Therefore thus says the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I 
will feed this people with wormwood, 
and give chem poisonous water to drink. 
16 I will scatter them among the nations 
whom neither they nor their fathers 
have known; and I will send the sword 
ai'ter them, until I have consumed 
them." 

17 Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
"Consider, and call for the mourning 

women to come; 
send for che skilful women to 

come; 
18 let them make haste and raise a wail

ing over us, 
that our eyes may run down with 

tears, 
and our eyelids gush with water. 

19 For a sound of wailing is heard from 
Zion: 

'How we are ruined! 
r1 Gk Syr: Heb I will 1ake up 
9.24: I Cor 1.31; 2 Cor 10.17. 9.28: Acts 7.51. 

We are utterly shamed, 
because we have left the land, 

because they have cast down our 
dwellings.' " 

20 Hear, 0 women, the word of the 
LORD, 

and let your ear receive the word of 
his mouch; 

teach to your daughters a lament, 
and each to her neighbor a dirge. 

21 For death has come up into our win
dows, 

it has entered our palaces, 
cutting off the children from the 

streets 
and the young men from the 

squares. 
22 Speak, "Thus says the LORD: 

'The dead bodies of men shall fall 
like dung upon the open field, 

like sheaves after the reaper, 
and none shall gather them.' " 

23 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not 
the mighty man glory in his might, let 
not the rich man glory in his riches ; 
24 but let him who glories glory in this, 
that he understands and knows me, 
that I am the LORD who practice stead
fast love, justice, and righteousness in 
the earth; for in these things I delight, 
says the LORD." 

25 "Behold, the days are coming, says 
the LORD, when I will punish all those 
who are circumcised but yet uncircum
cised- 26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the sons 
of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in 
the desert that cut the corners of their 
hair; for all these nations are uncircum
cised, and all the house of Israel is un
circumcised in heart." 

lo Hear the word which the LORD 
speaks to you, 0 house of Israel. 

2 Thus says the LORD: 
"Learn not the way of the nations, 

nor be dismayed at the signs of the 
heavens 

because the nations are dismayed 
at them, 

l for the customs of the peoples are 
false. 

A tree from the forest is cut down, 
and worked with an axe by the 

hands of a craftsman. 
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4 Men deck it with silver and gold; 

they fasten it with hammer and 
nails 

so that it cannot move. 
s Their idols• are like scarecrows in a 

cucumber field, 
and they cannot speak; 

they have to be carried, 
for they cannot walk. 

Be not afraid of them, 
for they cannot do evil, 
neither is it in them to do good." 

6 There is none like thee, 0 LoRD; 
thou art great, and thy name is 

great in might. 
7 Who would not fear thee, 0 King 

of the nations? 
For this is thy due; 

for among all the wise ones of the 
nations 

and in all their kingdoms 
there is none like thee. 

8 They are both stupid and foolish; 
the instruction of idols is but wood ! 

9 Beaten silver is brought from Tar
shish, 

and gold from Uphaz. 
They are the work of the craftsman 

and of the hands of the gold
smith; 

their clothing is violet and purple; 
they are all the work of skilled men. 

10 But the LORD is the true God; 
he is the living God and the ever

lasting King. 
At his wrath the earth quakes, 

and the nations cannot endure his 
indignation. 

11 Thus shall you say to them: "The 
gods who did not make the heavens and 
the earth shall perish from the earth and 
from under the heavens."• 

12 It is he who made the earth by his 
power, 

who established the world by his 
wisdom, 

and by his understanding stretched 
out the heavens. 

13 When he utters his voice there is a 
tumult of waters in the heavens, 

and he makes the mist rise from the 
ends of the earth. 

He makes lightnings for the rain, 
and he brings forth the wind from 

his storehouses. 
r Heb TMy 11 This verse is in Aramaic 

14 Every man is stupid and without 
knowledge; 

every goldsmith is put to shame by 
his idols; 

for his images are false, 
and there is no breath in them. 

IS They are wonhless, a work of delu
sion; 

at the time of their punishment 
they shall perish. 

16 Not like these is he who is the portion 
of Jacob, 

for he is the one who formed all 
things, 

and Israel is the tribe of his in
heritance; 

the LoRD of hosts is his name. 

17 Gather up your bundle from the 
ground, 

0 you who dwell under siege! 
18 For thus says the LORD: 

"Behold, I am slinging out the in

habitants of the land 
at this time, 

and I will bring distress on them, 
that they may feel it." 

19 Woe is me because of my hun ! 
My wound is grievous. 

But I said, "Truly this is an afflic
tion, 

and I must bear it." 
20 My tent is destroyed, 

and all my cords are broken; 
my children have gone from me, 

and they are not; 
there is no one to spread my tent 

again, 
and to set up my curtains. 

21 For the shepherds are stupid, 
and do not inquire of the LORD; 

therefore they have not prospered, 
and all their flock is scattered. 

22 Hark, a rumor! Behold, it comes !
a great commotion out of the north 

country 
to make the cities of Judah a desola

tion, 
a lair of jackals. 

23 I know, 0 LORD, that the way of man 
is not in himself, 

that it is not in man who walks to 
direct his steps. 

24 Correct me, O LORD, but in jusr 
measure; 
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not in thy anger, lest thou bring 

me to nothing. 

25 Pour out thy wrath upon the nations 
that know thee not, 

and upon the peoples that call not 
on thy name; 

for they have devoured Jacob; 
they have devoured him and con

sumed him, 
and have laid waste his habitation. 

1.1 The word that came to Jere
miah from the LORD: 2 "Hear the 

words of this covenant, and speak to 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. l You shall say to them, 
Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Cursed be the man who does not heed 
the words of this covenant 4 which I 
commanded your fathers when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to 
my voice, and do all that I command 
you. So shall you be my people, and I 
will be your God, s that I may perform 
the oath which I swore to your fathers, 
to give them a land flowing with milk 
and honey, as at this day." Then I 
answered, "So be it, LORD." 

6 And the LORD said to me, "Pro
claim all these words in the cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: 
Hear the words of this covenant and 
do them. 7 For I solemnly warned your 
fathers when I brought them up out of 
the land of Egypt, warning them per
sistently, even to this day, saying, Obey 
my voice. 8 Yer they did not obey or in
cline their ear, but every one walked in 
the stubbornness of his evil heart. 
Therefore I brought upon them all the 
words of this covenant, which I com
manded them to do, but they did not." 

9 Again the LoRD said to me, "There 
is revolt among the men of Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They 
have turned back to the iniquities of 
their forefathers, who refused to hear 
my words; they have gone after other 
gods to serve them; the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah have broken my 
covenant which I made with their 
fathers. 11 Therefore, thus says the 
LORD, Behold, I am bringing evil upon 
them which they cannot escape; though 
they cry to me, I will not listen to them. 
1 GkoHebmany 
10.25: I Theu 4.5; RL'V 16.1. 

12 Then the cities of Judah and the in
habitants of Jerusalem will go and cry 
to the gods to whom they burn incense, 
but they cannot save them in the time of 
their trouble. ll For your gods have 
become as many as your cities, 0 Judah; 
and as many as the streets of Jerusalem 
are the altars you have set up to shame, 
altars to bum incense to Ba'al. 

14 "Therefore do not pray for this 
people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their 
behalf, for I will not listen when they 
call to me in the time of their trouble. 
ts What right has my beloved in my 
house, when she has done vile deeds? 
Can vowst and sacrificial flesh avert 
your doom? Can you then exult? 16 The 
LORD once called you, 'A green olive 
tree, fair with goodly fruit'; but with the 
roar of a great tempest he will set fire to 
it, and its branches will be consumed. 
11 The LORD of hosts, who planted you, 
has pronounced evil against you, be
cause of the evil which the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah have 
done, provoking me to anger by burning 
incense to Ba'al." 

18 The LORD made it known to me and 
I knew; 

then thou didst show me their evil 
deeds. 

19 But I was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter. 

I did not know it was against me 
they devised schemes, saying, 

"Let us destroy the tree with its 
fruit, 

let us cut him off from the land of 
the living, 

that his name be remembered no 
more.' 1 

20 But, 0 LORD of hosts, who judgest 
righteously, 

who triest the heart and the mind, 
let me see thy vengeance upon them, 

for to thee have I committed my 
cause. 

21 Therefore thus says the LORD con
cerning the men of An'athoth, who seek 
your life, and say, "Do not prophesy in 
the name of the LORD, or you will die 
by our hand"- 22 therefore thus says 
the LORD of hosts: "Behold, I will pun
ish them; the young men shall die by 
the sword; their sons and their daugh
ters shall die by famine; 23 and none of 



JEREMIAH 11 676 Jeremiah's complaint 
4 Is my heritage to me like a speckled 

bird of prey? 
them shall be left. For I will bring evil 
upon the men of An'athoth, the year of 
their punishment." 

12 Righteous an thou, 0 LORD, 
when I complain to thee; 

yet I would plead my case before 
thee. 

Why does the way of the wicked 
prosper? 

Why do all who are treacherous 
thrive? 

2 Thou plantest them, and they take 
root; 

they grow and bring forth fruit; 
thou an near in their mouth 

and far from their heart. 
3 But thou, 0 LORD, knowest me; 

thou seest me, and triest my mind 
toward thee. 

Pull them out like sheep for the 
slaughter, 

and set them apan for the day of 
slaughter. 

4 How long will the land mourn, 
and the grass of every field wither? 

For the wickedness of those who 
dwell in it 

the beasts and the birds are swept 
away, 

because men said, "He will not see 
our latter end." 

5 "If you have raced with men on 
foot, and they have wearied 
you, 

how will you compete with horses? 
And if in a safe land you fall down, 

how will you do in the jungle of the 
Jordan? 

6 For even your brothers and the house 
of your father, 

even they have dealt treacherously 
with you; 

they are in full cry after you; 
believe them not, 

though they speak fair words to 
you.'' 

7 "I have forsaken my house, 
I have abandoned my heritage; 

I have given the beloved of my soul 
into the hands of her enemies. 

8 My heritage has become to me 
like a lion in the forest, 

she has lifted up her voice against 
me; 

therefore I hate her. 
u Heb your 

Are the birds of prey against her 
round about? 

Go, assemble all the wild beasts; 
bring them to devour. 

10 Many shepherds have destroyed my 
vineyard, 

they have trampled down my por
tion, 

they have made my pleasant portion 
a desolate wilderness. 

11 They have made it a desolation; 
desolate, it mourns to me. 

The whole land is made desolate, 
but no man lays it to heart. 

12 Upon all the bare heights in the 
desert 

destroyers have come; 
for the sword of the LORD devours 

from one end of the land to the 
other; 

no flesh has peace. 
13 They have sown wheat and have 

reaped thorns, 
they have tired themselves out but 

profit nothing. 
They shall be ashamed of their" 

harvests 
because of the fierce anger of the 

LORD." 

14 Thus says the LORD concerning 
all my evil neighbors who touch the 
heritage which I have given my people 
Israel to inherit: "Behold, I will pluck 
them up from their land, and I will 
pluck up the house of Judah from 
among them. 15And after I have plucked 
them up, I will again have compassion 
on them, and I will bring them again 
each to his heritage and each to his land. 
16And it shall come to pass, if they will 
diligently learn the ways of my people, to 
swear by my name, 'As the LORD lives,' 
even as they taught my people to swear 
by Ba'al, then they shall be built up in 
the midst of my people. 17 But if any 
nation will not listen, then I will utterly 
pluck it up and destroy it, says the 
LORD." 

13 Thus said the LORD to me, 
"Go and buy a linen waist

cloth, and put it on your loins, and do 
not dip it in water." 2 So I bought a 
waistcloth according to the word of the 
LORD, and put it on my loins. 3And the 
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word of the LORD came to me a second 
time, 4 "Take the waistcloth which you 
have bought, which is upon your loins, 
and arise, go to the Eu-phra'tes, and 
hide it there in a cleft of the rock." s So 
I went, and hid it by the Eu-phra'tes, 
as the LORD commanded me. 6And 
after many days the LORD said to me, 
"Arise, go to the Eu-phra'tes, and take 
from there the waistcloth which I com
manded you to hide there." 7 Then I 
went to the Eu-phra'tes, and dug, and I 
took the waistcloth from the place 
where I had hidden it. And behold, the 
waistcloth was spoiled; it was good for 
nothing. 

8 Then the word of the LORD came 
to me: 9 "Thus says the LORD: Even so 
will I spoil the pride of Judah and the 
great pride of Jerusalem. 10 This evil 
people, who refuse to hear my words, 
who stubbornly follow their own heart 
and have gone after other gods to serve 
them and worship them, shall be like 
this waistcloth, which is good for noth
ing. 11 For as the waistcloth clings to the 
loins of a man, so I made the whole 
house of Israel and the whole house of 
Judah cling to me, says the LORD, that 
they might be for me a people, a name, 
a praise, arid a glory, but they would not 
listen. 

12 "You shall speak to them this 
word : 'Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, "Every jar shall be filled with 
wine." ' And they will say to you, 'Do 
we not indeed know that every jar will 
be filled with wine?' 13 Then you shall 
say to them, 'Thus says the LORD: 
Behold, I will fill with drunkenness all 
the inhabitants of this land: the kings 
who sit on David's throne, the priests, 
the prophets, and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 14And I will dash them one 
against another, fathers and sons to
gether, says the LORD. I will not pity or 
spare or have compassion, that I should 
not destroy them.' " 

15 Hear and give ear; be not proud, 
for the LORD has spoken. 

16 Give glory to the LORD your God 
before he brings darkness, 

before your feet stumble 
on the twilight mountains, 

and while you look for light 
he turns it into gloom 

1
' Gk Syr Vg: Heb obscure w Heb them 

and makes it deep darkness. 
17 But if you will not listen, 

my soul will weep in secret for your 
pride; 

my eyes will weep bitterly and run 
down with tears, 

because the LORD's flock has been 
taken captive. 

18 Say to the king and the queen 
mother: 

"Take a lowly seat, 
for your beautiful crown 

has come down from your head."" 
19 The cities of the Negeb are shut up, 

with none to open them; 
all Judah is taken into exile, 

wholly taken into exile. 

20 "Lift up your eyes and see 
those who come from the north. 

Where is the flock that was given you, 
your beautiful flock? 

21 What will you say when they set as 
head over you 

those whom you yourself have 
taught 

to be friends to you? 
Will not pangs take hold of you, 

like those of a woman in travail? 
22 And if you say in your heart, 

'Why have these things come upon 
me?' 

it is for the greatness of your iniquity 
that your skirts are lifted up, 
and you suffer violence. 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin 
or the leopard his spots? 

Then also you can do good 
who are accustomed to do evil. 

24 I will scatter you w like chaff 
driven by the wind from the 

desert. 
25 This is your lot, 

the portion I have measured out to 
you, says the LORD, 

because you have forgotten me 
and trusted in lies. 

26 I myself will lift up your skirts over 
your face, 

and your shame will be seen. 
27 I have seen your abominations, 

your adulteries and neighings, 
your lewd harlotries, 

on the hills in the field. 
Woe to you, 0 Jerusalem! 

How long will it be 
before you are made clean?" 



JEREMIAH 14 678 Rejection of Judah 

14 The word of the LORD which 
came to Jeremiah concerning the 

drought: 
2 "Judah mourns 

and her gates languish; 
her people lament on the ground, 

and the cry of Jerusalem goes up. 
.1 Her nobles send their servants for 

water; 
they come to the cisterns, 

they find no water, 
they return with their vessels 

empty; 
they are ashamed and confounded 

and cover their heads. 
4 Because of the ground which is dis

mayed, 
since there is no rain on the land, 

the farmers are ashamed, 
they cover their heads. 

5 Even the hind in the field forsakes 
her newborn calf 

because there is no grass. 
6 The wild asses stand on the bare 

heights, 
they pant for air like jackals ; 

their eyes fail 
because there is no herbage. 

7 "Though our iniquities testify against 
us, 

act, 0 LORD, for thy name's sake; 
for our backslidings are many, 

we have sinned against thee. 
H 0 thou hope of Israel, 

its savior in time of trouble, 
why shouldst thou be like a stranger 

in the land, 
like a wayfarer who turns aside to 

tarry for a night? 
9 Why shouldst thou be like a man 

confused, 
like a mighty man who cannot 

save? 
Yet thou, 0 LORD, art in the midst of 

us, 
and we are called by thy name; 
leave us not." 

10 Thus says the LORD concerning this 
people: 

"They have loved to wander thus, 
they have not restrained their feet; 

therefore the LORD does not accept 
them, 

now he will remember their in
iquity 

and punish their sins." 
14.12: Rev 6.8. 

11 The LORD said to me: "Do not 
pray for the welfare of this people. 
12 Though they fast, I will not hear 
their cry, and though they offer burnt 
offering and cereal offering, I will not 
accept them; but I will consume them 
by the sword, by famine, and by 
pestilence." 

13 Then I said: "Ah, Lord Goo, 
behold, the prophets say to them, 'You 
shall not see the sword, nor shall you 
have famine, but I will give you assured 
peace in this place.'" 14And the LORD 
said to me: "The prophets are proph
esying lies in my name; I did not send 
them, n;ir did I command them or 
speak to them. They are prophesying to 
you a lying vision, worthless divination, 
and the deceit of their own minds. 
15 Therefore thus says the LORD con
cerning the prophets who prophesy in 
my name although I did not send them, 
and who say, 'Sword and famine shall 
not come on this land': By sword and 
famine those prophets shall be con
sumed. 16And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the streets 
of Jerusalem, victims of famine and 
sword, with none to bury them-them, 
their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters. For I will pour out their 
wickedness upon them. 

17 "You shall say to them this word: 
'Let my eyes run down with tears 

night and day, 
and let them not cease, 

for the virgin daughter of my people 
is smitten with a great wound, 

with a very grievous blow. 
18 If I go out into the field, 

behold, those slain by the sword ! 
And if I enter the city, 

behold, the diseases of famine! 
For both prophet·and priest ply their 

trade through the land, 
and have no knowledge.' " 

19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? 
Does thy soul loathe Zion? 

Why hast thou smitten us 
so that there is no healing for us? 

We looked for peace, but no good 
came; 

for a time of healing, but behold, 
terror. 

20 We acknowledge our wickedness, 0 
LORD, 
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I have brought against the mothers of 

young men 
and the iniquity of our fathers, 
for we have sinned against thee. 

21 Do not spurn us, for thy name's sake; 
do not dishonor thy glorious 

throne; 
remember and do not break thy 

covenant with us. 
22 Are there any among the false gods of 

the nations that can bring rain? 
Or can the heavens give showers? 

Art thou not he, 0 LORD our God? 
We set our hope on thee, 
for thou doest all these things. 

15 Then the LORD said to me, 
"Though Moses and Samuel 

stood before me, yet my heart would not 
turn toward this people. Send them out 
of my sight, and let them go! 2And 
when they ask you, 'Where shall we go?' 
you shall say to them, 'Thus says the 
LORD: 

"Those who are for pestilence, to 
pestilence, 

and those who are for the sword, 
to the sword ; 

those who are for famine, to famine, 
and those who are for captivity, 

to captivity."' 
3 "I will appoint over them four kinds 

of destroyers, says the LORD: the sword 
to slay, the dogs to tear, and the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the earth to de
vour and destroy. 4And I will make 
them a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth because of what Manas'seh the 
son of Hezeki'ah, king of Judah, did in 
Jerusalem. 

5 "Who will have pity on you, 0 Jeru
salem, 

or who will bemoan you? 
Who will turn aside 

to ask about your welfare? 
~You have rejected me, says the LORD, 

you keep going backward; 
so I have stretched out my hand 

against you and destroyed you;
I am weary of relenting. 

7 I have winnowed them with a win
nowing fork 

in the gates of the land; 
have bereaved them, I have de

stroyed my people; 
they did not turn from their ways. 

x I have made their widows more in 
number 

than the sand of the seas; 
1 Gk Olc.1 Latin: Heb 1he LORD said Y Cn: Heb obscure 
15.2: Rev l}.IO. 

a destroyer at noonday; 
I have made anguish and terror 

fall upon them suddenly. 
9 She who bore seven has languished; 

she has swooned away; 
her sun went down while it was yet 

day; 
she has been shamed and dis

graced. 
And the rest of them I will give to the 

sword 
before their enemies, 

says the LORD." 

10 Woe is me, my mother, that you 
bore me, a man of strife and contention 
to the whole land! I have not lent, nor 
have I borrowed, yet all of them curse 
me. 11 So let it be, 0 LORD,r if I have 
not entreatedY thee for their good, if I 
have not pleaded with thee on behalf of 
the enemy in the time of trouble and in 
the time of distress! 12 Can one break 
iron, iron from the north, and bronze? 

13 "Your wealth and your treasure5 
I will give as spoil, without price, for all 
your sins, throughout all your territory. 
14 I will make you serve your enemies in 
a land which you do not know, for in 
my anger a fire is kindled which shall 
burn for ever." 

15 0 LORD, thou knowest; 
remember me and visit me, 
and take vengeance for me on my 

persecutors. 
In thy forbearance take me not away; 

know that for thy sake I bear re
proach. 

16 Thy words were found, and I ate 
them, 

and thy words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart; 

for I am called by thy name, 
0 LORD, God of hosts. 

17 I did not sit in the company of 
merrymakers, 

nor did I rejoice; 
sat alone, because thy hand was 

upon me, 
for thou hadst filled me with in

dignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, 

my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? 
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Wilt thou be to me like a deceitful 

brook, 
like waters that fail? 

l<J Therefore thus says the LORD: 
"If you return, I will restore you, 

and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not 

what is worthless, 
you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 
but you shall not turn to them. 

20 And I will make you to this people 
a fortified wall of bronze ; 

they will fight against you, 
but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 
to save you and deliver you, 

says the LORD. 
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of 

the wicked, 
and redeem you from the grasp of 

the ruthless." 

16 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "You shall not take a wife, 

nor shall you have sons or daughters in 
this place .. \ For thus says the LORD con
cerning the sons and daughters who are 
born in this place, and concerning the 
mothers who bore them and the fathers 
who begot them in this land: 4 They 
shall die of deadly diseases. They shall 
not be lamented, nor shall they be 
buried; they shall be as dung on the 
surface of the ground. They shall perish 
by the sword and by famine, and 
their dead bodies shall be food for the 
birds of the air and for the beasts of 
the earth. 

5 "For thus says the LORD: Do not 
enter the house of mourning, or go to 
lament, or bemoan them; for I have 
taken away my peace from this people, 
says the LORD, my steadfast love and 
mercy. 6 Both great and small shall die 
in this land; they shall not be buried, 
and no one shall lament for them or cut 
himself or make himself bald for them. 
7 No one shall break bread for the 
mourner, to comfort him for the dead; 
nor shall any one give him the cup of 
consolation to drink for his father or his 
mother. 8 You shall not go into the 
house of feasting to sit with them, to eat 
and drink. 9 For thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will 
make to cease from this place, before 
.: Gk: Heb And fif\t 16.9: J1..'r 7.14; 25. IO; Rl'v IEl.21. 

your eyes and in your days, the voice of 
mirth and the voice of gladness, the 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of 
the bride. 

10 "And when you tell this people all 
these words, and they say to you, 'Why 
has the LORD pronounced all this great 
evil against us? What is our iniquity) 
What is the sin that we have com
mitted against the LORD our God;' 
11 then you shall say to them: 'Because 
your fathers have forsaken me, says the 
LORD, and have gone after other gods 
and have served and worshiped them, 
and have forsaken me and have not kept 
my law, 12 and because you have done 
worse than your fathers, for behold, 
every one of you follows his stubborn 
evil will, refusing to listen to me; 
I.I therefore I will hurl you out of this 
land into a land which neither you nor 
your fathers have known, and there you 
shall serve other gods day and night, for 
I will show you no favor.' 

14 "Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, when it shall 
no longer be said, 'As the LORD lives 
who brought up the people of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt,' 15 but 'As the 
LORD lives who brought up the people 
of Israel out of the north countrv and 
out of all the countries where he haJ 
driven them.' For I will bring them 
back to their own land which I gave to 
their fathers. 

16 "Behold, I am sending for many 
fishers, says the LORD, and they shall 
catch them; and afterwards I will send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt 
them from every mountain and every 
hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks 
17 For my eyes are upon all their ways; 
they are not hid from me, nor is their 
iniquity concealed from my eyes. 
I8And' I will doubly recompense their 
iniquity and their sin, because they have 
polluted my land with the carcasses of 
their detestable idols, and have filled 
my inheritance with their abomina
tions.'' 

19 0 LORD, my strength and my strong
hold, 

my refuge in the day of trouble, 
to thee shall the nations come 

from the ends of the earth and sav · 
"Our fathers have inherited nought 

but lies, 
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worthless things in which there is 

no profit. 
20 Can man make for himself gods? 

Such are no gods!" 

21 "Therefore, behold, I will make 
them know, this once I will make them 
know my power and my might, and they 
shall know that my name is the LORD." 

17 "The sin of Judah is written 
with a pen of iron; with a point of 

diamond it is engraved on the tablet of 
their heart, and on the horns of their 
altars, 2 while their children remember 
their altars and their Ashe'rim, beside 
every green tree, and on the high hills, 
J on the mountains in the open country. 
Your wealth and all your treasures I will 
give for spoil as the price of your sin" 
throughout all your territory. 4 You 
shall loosen your hand h from your 
heritage which I gave to you, and I will 
make you serve your enemies in a land 
which you do not know, for in my anger 
a fire is kindled which shall burn for 
ever.'' 

s Thus says the LORD: 
"Cursed is the man who trusts in 

man 
and makes flesh his arm, 
whose heart turns away from the 

LORD. 
6 He is like a shrub in the desert, 

and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places 

of the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land. 

7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
LORD, 

whose trust is the LORD. 
K He is like a tree planted by water, 

that sends out its roots by the 
stream, 

and does not fear when heat comes, 
for its leaves remain green, 

and is not anxious in the year of 
drought, 

for it does not cease to bear fruit." 

~ The heart is deceitful above all 
things, 

and desperately corrupt; 
who can understand it? 

10 "I the LORD search the mind 

and try the heart, 
to give to every man according to his 

ways, 
according to the fruit of his do

ings." 

11 Like the partridge that gathers a 
brood which she did not hatch, 

so is he who gets riches but not by 
right; 

in the midst of his days they will leave 
him, 

and at his end he will be a fool. 

12 A glorious throne set on high from 
the beginning 

is the place of our sanctuary. 
B 0 LORD, the hope of Israel, 

all who forsake thee shall be put to 
shame; 

those who turn away from thee" 
shall be written in the earth, 

for they have forsaken the LORD, 
the fountain of living water. 

14 Heal me, 0 LORD, and I shall be 
healed; 

save me, and I shall be saved; 
for thou art my praise. 

IS Behold, they say to me, 
"Where is the word of the LORD? 
Let it come!" 

16 I have not pressed thee to send evil, 
nor have I desired the day of dis

aster, 
thou knowest; 

that which came out of my lips 
was before thy face. 

17 Be not a terror to me; 
thou art my refuge in the day of 

evil. 
18 Let those be put to shame who per

secute me, 
but let me not be put to shame; 

let them be dismayed, 
but let me not be dismayed; 

bring upon them the day of evil; 
destroy them with double destruc

tion! 

19 Thus said the LORD to me: "Go 
and stand in the Benjamin'' Gate, by 
which the kings of Judah enter and by 
which they go out, and in all the gates 
of Jerusalem, 20 and say: 'Hear the 
word of the LORD, you kings of Judah, 
and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of 

" Cn: Heb your high places. for sirr 1' Cn: Heb and in you r Heb me d Cn: Heb sons of people 
17.7-8: rs 1.1-3. 17.10: rs 62.12; Rev 2.23; 22.12. 
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Jerusalem, who enter by these gates. dest~oy it, 8 and if that nation, con-
21 Thus says the LORD: Take heed for cermng which I have spoken, turns 
the sake of your lives, and do not bear a from its evil, I will repent of the evil 
burden on the sabbath day or bring it that I intended to do to it. 9And if at any 
in by the gates of Jerusalem. 22And do time I declare concerning a nation or a 
not carry a burden out of your houses kingdom that I will build and plant it, 
on the sabbath or do any work, but keep IO and if it does evil in my sight, not 
the sabbath day holy, as I commanded listening to my voice, then I will repent 
your fathers. 23 Yet they did not listen of the good which I had intended to do 
or incline their ear, but stiffened their to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the men 
neck, that they might not hear and re- of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru
ceive instruction. salem: 'Thus says the LORD, Behold, 1 

24 " 'But if you listen to me, says am shaping evil against you and devis
the LORD, and bring in no burden by ing a plan against you. Return, even 
the gates of this city on the sabbath day, one from his evil way, and amend you·r 
but keep the sabbath day holy and do no ways and your doings.' 
work on it, 25 then there shall enter by 12 "But they say, 'That is in vain 1 

the gates of this city kings' who sit on We will follow our own plans, anJ 
the throne of David, riding in chariots will every one act according to the stub
and on horses, they and their princes, bornness of his evil heart.' 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; and this city shall be in
habited for ever. 26And people shall 
come from the cities of Judah and the 
places round about Jerusalem, from the 
land of Benjamin, from the Shephe'lah, 
from the hill country, and from the 
Negeb, bringing burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, cereal offerings and frankin
cense, and bringing thank offerings to 
the house of the LORD. 27 But if you do 
not listen to me, to keep the sabbath day 
holy, and not to bear a burden and enter 
by the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day, then I will kindle a fire in its gates, 
and it shall devour the palaces of Jeru
salem and shall not be quenched.' " 

18 The word that came to Jere
miah from the LORD: 2 "Arise, 

and go down to the potter's house, and 
there I will let you hear my words." J So 
I went down to the potter's house, and 
there he was working at his wheel. 4And 
the vessel he was making of clay was 
spoiled in the potter's hand, and he re
worked it into another vessel, as it 
seemed good to the potter to do. 

5 Then the word of the LORD came 
to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I not 
do with you as this potter has done? says 
the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the 
potter's hand, so are you in my hand, 0 
house of Israel. 7 If at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that 
I will pluck up and break down and 

13 "Therefore thus says the LORD: 
Ask among the nations, 

who has heard the like of this' 
The virgin Israel 

has done a very horrible thing. 
14 Does the snow of Lebanon lea\'c 

the crags of Sirion?f 
Do the mountain" waters run dry," 

the cold flowing streams? 
15 But my people have forgotten me, 

they burn incense to false gods; 
they have stumbledi in their ways, 

in the ancient roads, 
and have gone into bypaths, 

not the highway, 
16 making their land a horror, 

a thing to be hissed at for e\·er. 
Every one who passes by it is horri

fied 
and shakes his head. 

17 Like the east wind I will scatter them 
before the enemy. 
will show them my back, not my 

face, 
in the day of their calamity." 

18 Then they said, "Come, let u' 
make plots against Jeremiah, for the 
law shall not perish from the priest. 
nor counsel from the wise, nor the word 
from the prophet. Come, let us smite 
him with the tongue, and let us not 
heed any of his words." 

19 Give heed to me, 0 LORD, 

~, Cn: Heb king.~ a11d pri11as f Cn: Heb the fidd 9 Cn: Heb forl·ig11 11 Cn: Heb Ar,· ... pl1'ck,·d up? 
1 Gk Syr Vg: Heb chcy madl' them mm1bfr 
18.6: Rom 9.21. 
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and hearken to my plea) 

20 Is evil a recompense for good? 
Yet they have dug a pit for my life. 

Remember how I stood before thee 
to speak good for them, 
to turn away thy wrath from them. 

21 Therefore deliver up their children to 
famine; 

give them over to the power of the 
sword, 

Jet their wives become childless and 
widowed. 

May their men meet death by 
pestilence, 

their youths be slain by the sword 
in battle. 

22 May a cry be heard from their houses, 
when thou bringest the marauder 

suddenly upon them! 
For they have dug a pit to take me, 

and laid snares for my feet. 
2.1 Yet, thou, 0 LORD, knowest 

all their plotting to slay me. 
Forgive not their iniquity, 

nor blot out their sin from thy 
sight. 

Let them be overthrown before thee ; 
deal with them in the time of thine 

anger. 

19 Thus said the LORD, "Go, buy 
a potter's earthen flask, and take 

some of the elders of the people and 
some of the senior priests, 2 and go out 
to the valley of the son of Hinnom at the 
entry of the Potsherd Gate, and pro
claim there the words that I tell you. 
3 You shall say, 'Hear the word of the 
LORD, 0 kings of Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I am 
bringing such evil upon this place that 
the ears of every one who hears of it will 
tingle. 4 Because the people have for
saken me, and have profaned this place 
by burning incense in it to other gods 
whom neither they nor their fathers nor 
the kings of Judah have known; and 
because they have filled this place with 
•he blood of innocents, s and have built 
the high places of Ba'al to burn their 
sons in the fire as burnt offerings to 
Ba'al, which I did not command or de
cree, nor did it come into my mind; 
0 therefore, behold, days are coming, 
says the LORD, when this place shall no 
more be called Topheth, or the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, but the valley of 

Slaughter. 7 And in this place I will 
make void the plans of Judah and 
Jerusalem, and will cause their people 
to fall by the sword before their ene
mies, and by the hand of those who seek 
their life. I will give their dead bodies 
for food to the birds of the air and to the 
beasts of the earth. 8And I will make 
this city a horror, a thing to be hissed at; 
every one who passes by it will be horri
fied and will hiss because of all its disas
ters. 9And I will make them eat the 
flesh of their sons and their daughters, 
and every one shall eat the flesh of his 
neighbor in the siege and in the distress, 
with which their enemies and those who 
seek their life afflict them.' 

JO "Then you shall break the flask in 
the sight of the men who go with you, 
11 and shall say to them, 'Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: So will I break this 
people and this city, as one breaks a 
potter's vessel, so that it can never be 
mended. Men shall bury in Topheth 
because there will be no place else to 
bury. 12 Thus will I do to this place, says 
the LORD, and to its inhabitants, making 
this city like Topheth. u The houses of 
Jerusalem and the houses of the kings 
of Judah-all the houses upon whose 
roofs incense has been burned to all the 
host of heaven, and drink offerings have 
been poured out to other gods-shall 
be defiled like the place of Topheth ' " 

14 Then Jeremiah came from To
pheth, where the LORD had sent him to 
prophesy, and he stood in the court of 
the LORD's house, and said to all the 
people: " "Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I am 
bringing upon this city and upon all 
its towns all the evil that I have pro
nounced against it, because they have 
stiffened their neck, refusing to hear my 
words." 

20 Now Pashhur the priest, the son 
of Immer, who was chief officer 

in rhe house of the LORD, heard Jere
miah prophesying these things. 2 Then 
Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and 
put him in the stocks that were in the 
upper Benjamin Gate of the house of 
the LoRD. 3 On the morrow, when Pash
hur released Jeremiah from the stocks, 
Jeremiah said to him, "The LORD does 
not call your name Pashhur, but Ter
ror on every side. 4 For thus says the 

1 Gk Compare Syr Tg: Heb my adversaries 
19.13: A<ts 7.42. 20.3, 10: ]er 6.25; 46.5; 49.29; Ps 31.13. 
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LORD: Behold, I will make you a terror 
to yourself and to all your friends. They 
shall fall by the sword of their enemies 
while you look on. And I will give all 
Judah into the hand of the king of Baby
lon; he shall carry them captive to 
Babylon, and shall slay them with the 
sword. 5 Moreover, I will give all the 
wealth of the city, all its gains, all its 
prized belongings, and all the treasures 
of the kings of Judah imo the hand of 
their enemies, who shall plunder them, 
and seize them, and carry them to 
Babylon. 0And you, Pashhur, and all 
who dwell in your house, shall go into 
captivity; to Babylon you shall go; and 
there you shall die, and there you shall 
be buried, you and all your friends, to 
whom you have prophesied falsely." 

7 0 LORD, thou hast deceived me, 
and I was deceived; 

thou arr stronger than I, 
and thou hast prevailed. 

I have become a laughingstock all the 
day; 

every one mocks me. 
8 For whenever I speak, I cry out, 

I shout, "Violence and destruc
tion!" 

For the word of the LORD has become 
for me 

a reproach and derision all day 
long. 

9 If I say, "I will not mention him, 
or speak any more in his name," 

there is in my heart as it were a 
burning fire 

shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 

and I cannot. 
10 For I hear many whispering. 

Terror is on every side! 
"Denounce him! Let us denounce 

him!" 
say all my familiar friends, 
watching for my fall. 

"Perhaps he will be deceived, 
then we can overcome him, 
and take our revenge on him." 

11 But the LORD is with me as a dread 
warrior; 

therefore my persecutors will 
stumble, 

they will nor overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 

for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 

20.14-18: Job J.J-19. 

will never be forgotten. 
12 0 LORD of hosts, who triest the 

righteous, 
who seest the heart and the min.I, 

let me see thy vengeance upon them, 
for to thee have I committed my 

cause. 

13 Sing to the LORD; 
praise the LORD ! 

For he has delivered the life of the 
needy 

from the hand of evildoers. 

14 Cursed be the day 
on which I was born! 

The day when my mother bore ml". 
let it not be blessed ! 

15 Cursed be the man 
who brought the news to my 

father, 
"A son is born to you," 

making him very glad. 
16 Let that man be like the cities 

which the LORD overthrew without 
pity; 

let him hear a cry in the morning 
and an alarm at noon, 

17 because he did nor kill me in the 
womb; 

so my mother would have been m1· 
grave, 

and her womb for ever great. 
18 Why did I come forth from the womb 

to see toil and sorrow, 
and spend my days in shame? 

21 This is the word which came tu 
Jeremiah from the LORD, when 

King Zedeki'ah sent to him Pashhur the 
son of Makhi'ah and Zephani'ah rhc 
priest, the son of Ma-asei'ah, saying, . 
2 "Inquire of the LORD for us, fr>r 
Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon is 
making war against us; perhaps the 
LORD will deal with us according to all 
his wonderful deeds, and will make him 
withdraw from us." 

3 Then Jeremiah said to them· 
4 "Thus you shall say to Zedeki'ah, 
'Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Behold, I will turn back the weapons of 
war which are in your hands and wirh . 
which you are fighting against the kin~ 
of Babylon and against the Chalde'ans 
who are besieging you outside the walls; 
and I will bring them together into the 
midst of this city. s I myself will fight 



Siege of Jerusalem fore told 685 JEREMIAH 22 
against you with outstretched hand and and 'peak there this word, 2 and say, 
strong arm, in anger, and in fury, and 'H.:ar the word of the LORD, 0 King of 
in great wrath. hAnd I will smite the Judah, who sit on the throne of David, 
inhabitants of this city, both man and you, and your servants, and your people 
beast; they shall die of a great pesti- who enter these gates. ·1 Thus says the 
Jenee. ?Afterward, says the LORD, I will LORD: Do justice and righteousness, 
give Zedeki"ah king of Judah, and his and deliver from the hand of the op
servants, and the people m this city who pressor him who has been robbed. And 
survive the pestilence, sword, and do no wrong or violence to the alien, 
famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrez'- the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed 
zar king of Babylon and into the hand of innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you 
their enemies, into the hand of those will indeed obey this word, then there 
who seek their lives. He shall smite shall enter the gates of this house kings 
them with the edge of the sword; he who sit on the throne of David, riding 
shall not pity them, or spare them, or in chariots and on horses, they, and 
have compassion.' their servants, and their people. 5 But if 

8 "And to this people you shall say: you will not heed these words, I swear 
'Thus says the LORD: Behold, I set be- by myself, says the LORD, that this 
fore you the way of life and the way of house shall become a desolation. ° For 
death. '' He who stays iri this city shall thus says the LORD concerning the 
die by the sword, by famine, and by house of the king of Judah: 
pestilence; but he who goes out and " 'You are as Gilead to me, 
surrenders to the Chalde'ans who are as the summit of Lebanon, 
besieging you shall live and shall have yet surely I will make you a desert, 
his life as a prize of war. 10 For I have an uninhabited city.k 
set my face against this city for evil and 7 I will prepare destroyers against you, 
not for good, says the LORD: it shall be each with his weapons; 
given into the hand of the king of Baby- and they shall cut down your choicest 
Ion, and he shall burn it with fire.' cedars, 

11 "And to the house of the king of and cast them into the fire. 
Judah say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, 8 " 'And many nations will pass by 
12.0 house of Da,·id ! Thus says the this city, and every man will say to his 
LORD: neighbor, "Why has the LORD dealt 

" 'Execute justice in the morning, thus with this great city?" ''And they 
and deli\'er from the hand of the will answer, "Because they forsook the 

oppressor covenant of the LORD their God, and 
him who has been robbed, worshiped other gods and served 

lest my wrath go forth like fire, them." ' " 
and burn with none to quench it, 
because of your evil doings.' " 

1.1 "Behold, I am against you, 0 in
habitant of the valley, 

0 rock of the plain, 
says the LORD; 

you who say, 'Who shall come down 
against us, 

or who shall enter our habita
tions?' 

14 I will punish you according to the 
fruit of your doings, 

says the LORD; 
I will kindle a fire in her forest, 
and it shall devour all that is round 

about her." 

22 Thus says the LORD: "Go down 
to the house of the king of Judah, 

Ir C:n Heb cities 22.5: Mt 23.38; Lk 13.35. 

10 Weep not for him who is dead, 
nor bemoan him ; 

b11t weep bitterly for him who goes 
away, 

for he shall return no more 
to see his native land. 

11 For thus says the LORD concern
ing Shallum the son of Josi'ah, king of 
Judah, who reigned instead of Josi'ah 
his father, and who went away from 
this place: "He shall return here no 
more, 12 but in the place where they 
have carried him captive, there shall he 
die, and he shall never see this land 
again." 

13 "Woe to him who builds his house 
by unrighteousness, 

and his upper rooms by injustice; 
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how you will groan' when pang' 

come upon you, 
who makes his neighbor serve him 

for nothing, 
and does not give him his wages; 

14 who says, 'I will build myself a great 
house 

with spacious upper rooms,' 
and cuts out windows for it, 

paneling it with cedar, 
and painting it with vermilion. 

15 Do you think you are a king 
because you compete in cedar? 

Did not your father eat and drink 
and do justice and righteous

ness? 
Then it was well with him. 

16 He judged the cause of the poor and 
needy; 

then it was well. 
Is not this to know me? 

says the LORD. 
17 But you have eyes and heart 

only for your dishonest gain, 
for shedding innocent blood, 

and for practicing oppression and 
violence." 

18 Therefore thus says the LORD 
concerning Jehoi'akim the son of Josi'
ah, king of Judah: 

"They shall not lament for him, 
saying, 

'Ah my brother!' or 'Ah sister!' 
They s_hall not lament for him, 

saymg, 
'Ah lord!' or 'Ah his majesty!' 

19 With the burial of an ass he shall be 
buried, 

dragged and cast forth beyond the 
gates of Jerusalem." 

20 "Go up to Lebanon, and cry out, 
and lift up your voice in Bashan; 

cry from Ab'arim, 
for all your lovers are destroyed. 

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity, 
but you said, 'I will not listen.' 

This has been your way from your 
youth, 

that you have not obeyed my voice. 
22 The wind shall shepherd all your 

shepherds, 
and your lovers shall go into cap

tivity; 
then you will be ashamed and con

founded 
because of all your wickedness. 

23 0 inhabitant of Lebanon, 
nested among the cedars, 

1 Gk Vg Syr: Heb be p1-cied 
23.S: )er 33.15; ls 4.2; Zech 3.B; 6.12. 

pain as of a woman in travail!" 

24 "As I live, says the LORD, though 
Coni'ah the son of Jehoi'akim, king or 
Judah, were the signet ring on my righr 
hand, yet I would tear you off 25 anJ 
give you into the hand of those who seek 
your life, into the hand of those ur 
whom you are afraid, even into the hand 
of Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon and 
into the hand of the Chalde"ans. 2" I 
will hurl you and the mother who bor~ 
you into another country, where you 
were not born, and there you shall di~ 
27 But to the land to which they will 
long to return, there they shall not re
turn." 
28 Is this man Coni'ah a despised, 

broken pot, 
a vessel no one cares for? 

Why are he and his children hurled 
and cast 

into a land which they do not 
know? 

29 O land, land, land, 
hear the word of the LORD ! 

30 Thus says the LORD: 
"Write this man down as childless, 

a man who shall not succeed in h1' 
days; 

for none of his offspring shall succeed 
in sitting on the throne of David. 
and ruling again in Judah." 

23 "Woe to the shepherds wh.i 
destroy and scatter the sheep nt 

my pasture!" says the LORD. 2 There 
fore thus says the LORD, the God ul 
Israel, concerning the shepherds whn 
care for my people: "You have scattered 
my flock, and have driven them away, 
and you have not attended to them. 
Behold, I will attend to you for your e\·il 
doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I will 
gather the remnant of my flock out cit 
all the countries where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back Ill 
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. 4 I will set shepherds over 
them who will care for them, and they 
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 
neither shall any be missing, says th<' 
LORD. 

5 "Behold, the days are coming, say' 
the LORD, when I will raise up for David 



David's branch promised 687 JEREMIAH 23 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign 
as king and deal wisely, and shall exe
cute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 1, In his days Judah will be saved, 
and Israel will dwell securely. And this 
is the name by which he will be called: 
'The LORD is our righteousness.' 

7 "Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, when men shall 
no longer say, 'As the LoRD lives who 
brought up the people of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt,' 8 but 'As the LORD 
lives who brought up and led the 
descendants of the house of Israel out 
of the north country and out of all the 
countries where he"' had driven them.' 
Then they shall dwell in their own 
land." 

9 Concerning the prophets: 
My heart is broken within me, 

all my bones shake; 
I am like a drunken man, 

like a man overcome by wine, 
because of the LORD 

and because of his holy words. 
Io For the land is full of adulterers; 

because of the curse the land 
mourns, 

and the pastures of the wilderness 
are dried up. 

Their course is evil, 
and their might is not right. 

11 "Both prophet and priest are un
godly; 

even in my house I have found 
their wickedness, 

says the LORD. 
12 Therefore their way shall be to them 

like slippery paths in the dark
ness, 

into which they shall be driven and 
fall; 

for I will bring evil upon them 
in the year of their punishment, 

says the LORD. 
11 In the prophets of Samar'ia 

I saw an unsavory thing: 
they prophesied by Ba'al 

and led my people Israel astray. 
14 But in the prophets of Jerusalem 

I have seen a horrible thing: 
they commit adultery and walk in 

lies; 
they strengthen the hands of evil

doers, 
so that no one turns from his 

wickedness; 
"'Gk: Heb I 

all of them have become like Sodom 
to me, 

and its inhabitants like Gomor' -
rah." 

IS Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts 
concerning the prophets: 

"Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, 

and give them poisoned water to 
drink; 

for from the prophets of Jerusalem 
ungodliness has gone forth into all 

the land." 

16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Do 
not listen to the words of the prophets 
who prophesy to you, filling you with 
vain hopes; they speak visions of their 
own minds, not from the mouth of the 
LORD. 17 They say continually to those 
who despise the word of the LORD, 'It 
shall be well with you'; and to every one 
who stubbornly follows his own heart, 
they say, 'No evil shall come upon 
you.'" 

18 For who among them has stood in 
the council of the LORD 

to perceive and to hear his word, 
or who has given heed to his word 

and listened? 
19 Behold, the storm of the LORD! 

Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 

it will burst upon the head of the 
wicked. 

20 The anger of the LORD will not turn 
back 

until he has executed and accom
plished 

the intents of his mind. 
In the latter days you will understand 

it clearly. 

21 "I did not send the prophets, 
yet they ran ; 

I did not speak to them, 
yet they prophesied. 

22 But if they had stood in my council, 
then they would have proclaimed 

my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them 

from their evil way, 
and from the evil of their doings. 

23 "Am I a God at hand, says the 
LORD, and not a God afar off? 24 Can a 
man hide himself in secret places so that 
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I cannot see him? says the LORD. Do I 
not fill heaven and earth? says the 
LORD. 25 I have heard what the prophets 
have said who prophesy lies in my 
name, saying, 'I have dreamed, I have 
dreamed!' 26 How long shall there be 
lies" in the heart of the prophets who 
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the 
deceit of their own heart, 27 who think 
to make my people forget my name by 
their dreams which they tell one an
other, even as their fathers forgot my 
name for Ba'al? n Let the prophet who 
has a dream tell the dream, but let him 
who has my word speak my word faith
fully. What has straw in common with 
wheat? says the LORD. 29 Is not my 
word like fire, says the LORD, and like a 
hammer which breaks the rock in 
pieces? .10 Therefore, behold, I am 
against the prophets, says the LORD, 
who steal my words from one another. 
31 Behold, I am against the prophets, 
says the LORD, who use their tongues 
and say, 'Says the LORD.' 32 Behold, I 
am against those who prophesy lying 
dreams, says the LORD, and who tell 
them and lead my people astray by their 
lies and their recklessness, when I did 
not send them or charge them; so they 
do not profit this people at all, says the 
LORD. 

33 "When one of this people, or a 
prophet, or a priest asks you, 'What is 
the burden of the LORD?' you shall say 
to them, 'You are the burden, 0 and I 
will cast you off, says the LORD.' .l4And 
as for the prophet, priest, or one of the 
people who says, 'The burden of the 
LORD,' I will punish that man and his 
household. 35 Thus shall you say, every 
one to his neighbor and every one to his 
brother, 'What has the LORD answered?' 
or 'What has the LORD spoken?' 3o But 
'the burden of the LORD' you shall men
tion no more, for the burden is every 
man's own word, and you pervert the 
words of the living God, the LORD of 
hosts, our God. 37 Thus you shall say to 
the prophet, 'What has the LORD an
swered you?' or 'What has the LORD 
spoken?' 38 But if you say, 'The burden 
of the LORD,' thus says the LORD, 
'Because you have said these words, 
"The burden of the LORD," when I sent 
to you, saying, "You shall not say, 'The 
burden of the LORD,' " 39 therefore, be
hold, I will surely lift you up and cast 

you away from my presence, you and 
the city which I gave to you and your 
fathers. 40And I will bring upon you 
everlasting reproach and perpetual 
shame, which shall not be forgotten.' " 

24 After Nebuchadrez'zar king of 
Babylon had taken into exile from 

Jerusalem Jeconi'ah the son of Jehoi' -
akim, king of Judah, together with the 
princes of Judah, the craftsmen, and the 
smiths, and had brought them to Baby
lon, the LORD showed me this vision: Be
hold, two baskets of figs placed before 
the temple of the LORD. 2 One basket 
had very good figs, like first-ripe figs, 
but the other basket had very bad figs. 
so bad that thev could not be eaten 
3And the LORD -said to me, "What dn 
you see, Jeremiah?" I said, "Figs, the 
good figs very good, and the bad figs 
very bad, so bad that they cannot he 
eaten." 

4 Then the word of the LORD came 
to me: s "Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: Like these good figs, so I will 
regard as good the exiles from Judah, 
whom I have sent away from this place 
to the land of the Chalde'ans. 6 I will 
set my eyes upon them for good, and 1 
will bring them back to this land. I will 
build them up, and not tear them down, 
I will plant them, and not uproot them 

7 I will give them a heart to know that I 
am the LORD; and they shall be my pen
ple and I will be their God, for the1 
shall return to me with their whok 
heart. 

8 "But thus says the LORD: Like the 
bad figs which are so bad they cannot be 
eaten, so will I treat Zedeki'ah the kin~ 
of Judah, his princes, the remnant nl 
Jerusalem who remain in this land, and 
those who dwell in the land of Egypt. 
9 I will make them a horror/> to all the 
kingdoms of the earth, to be a reproach, 
a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the 
places where I shall drive them. IOAnd I 
will send sword, famine, and pestilence 
upon them, until they shall be utterly 
destroyed from the land which I gave 
to them and their fathers." 

25 The word that came to Jere
miah concerning all the people ''' 

Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoi'akim 
the son of Josi'ah, king of Judah (that 
was the first year of Nebuchadrez'zm 

11 Cn Compare Syr: Heb obscure 11 Gk Vg: Heb What burdm I' Compare Gk: Heb horror for c'1'11 
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king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the said to me: "Take from my hand this 
prophet spoke to all the people of Judah cup of the wine of wrath, and make all
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: the nations to whom I send you drink it. 
3 "For twenty-three years, from the 16 They shall drink and stagger and be 
thirteenth year of Josi'ah the son of crazed because of the sword which I 
Amon, king of Judah, to this day, the am sending among them." 
word of the LORD has come to me, and 17 So I took the cup from the LORD's 
I have spoken persistently to you, but hand, and made all the nations to whom 
you have not listened. 4 You have the Lord sent me drink it: 18 Jerusalem 
neither listened nor inclined your ears and the cities of Judah, its kings and 
to hear, although the LORD persistently princes, to make them a desolation and 
sent to you all his servants the prophets, a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this 
s saying, 'Tum now, every one of you, day; 19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, his serv
from his evil way and wrong doings, and ants, his princes, all his people, 20 and all 
dwell upon the land which the LORD the foreign folk among them; all the kings 
has given to you and your fathers from of the land of U z and all the kings of the 
of old and for ever; 6 do not go after land of the Philistines (Ash'ke-lon, Gaza, 
other gods to serve and worship them, Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod); 
or provoke me to anger with the work 21 Edom, Moab, and the sons of Am
of your hands. Then I will do you no mon; 22 all the kings of Tyre, all the 
harm.' 7 Yet you have not listened to kings of Sidon, and the kings of the 
me, says the LORD, that you might pro- coastland across the sea; 23 Dedan, 
voke me to anger with the work of your Terna, Buz, and all who cut the comers 
hands to your own harm. of their hair; 24 all the kings of Arabia 

8 "Therefore thus says the LORD of and all the kings of the mixed tribes that 
hosts: Because you have not obeyed my dwell in the desert; 25 all the kings of 
words, 9 behold, I will send for all the Zirnri, all the kings of Elam, and all the 
tribes of the north, says the LORD, and kings of Media; 26 all the kings of the 
for Nebuchadrez'zar the king of Baby- north, far and near, one after another, 
Ion, my servant, and I will bring them and all the kingdoms of the world which 
against this land and its inhabitants, and are on the face of the earth. And after 
against all these nations round about; I them the king of Babylon' shall drink. 
will utterly destroy them, and make 27 "Then you shall say to them, 
them a horror, a hissing, and an ever- 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
lasting reproach.q IO Moreover, I will of Israel: Drink, be drunk and vomit, 
banish from them the voice of mirth and fall and rise no more, because of the 
the voice of gladness, the voice of the sword which I am sending among 
bridegroom and the voice of the bride, you.' 
the grinding of the millstones and the 28 "And if they refuse to accept the 
light of the lamp. 11 This whole land cup from your hand to drink, then you 
shall become a ruin and a waste, and shall say to them, 'Thus says the LORD 
these nations shall serve the king of of hosts: You must drink! 29 For be
Babylon seventy years. 12 Then after hold, I begin to work evil at the city 
seventy years are completed, I will pun- which is called by my name, and shall 
ish the king of Babylon and that nation, you go unpunished? You shall not go 
the land of the Chalde'ans, for their unpunished, for I am summoning a 
iniquity, says the LORD, making the sword against all the inhabitants of the 
land an everlasting waste. 13 I will bring earth, says the LORD of hosts.' 
upon that land all the words which I 30 "You, therefore, shall prophesy 
have uttered against it, everything against them all these words, and say to 
written in this book, which Jeremiah them: 
prophesied against all the nations. 14 For 'The LORD will roar from on high, 
many nations and great kings shall and from his holy habitation utter 
make slaves even of them; and I will his voice; 
recompense them according to their he will roar mightily against his fold, 
deeds and the work of their hands." and shout, like those who tread 

15 Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, grapes, 
'' Gk Compare Syr: Heb desolations r Heb Sheshach, a cipher for Bebylon 
26.10: )er 7.34; 16.9; Rev 18.23. 25.15: )er 51.7; Rev 14.8, 10; 16.19; 17.4; 18.3. 
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against all the 

earth. 

690 Jeremiah threatened 
inhabitants of the turn from his evil way, that I may re

pent of the evil which I intend to do to 
them because of their evil doings. 4 You 
shall say to them, 'Thus says the LORD: 

31 The clamor will resound to the ends 
of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment 
against the nations; 

he is entering into judgment with all 
flesh, 

If you will not listen to me, to walk in 
my law which I have set before you, 
s and to heed the words of my servants 
the prophets whom I send to you ur

and the wicked 
sword, 

he will put to the gently, though you have not heeded, 
6 then I will make this house like 

says the LORD.' Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse 

32 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Behold, evil is going forth 

from nation to nation, 
and a great tempest is stirring 

from the farthest parts of the earth! 
33 "And those slain by the LORD 

on that day shall extend from one end 
of the earth to the other. They shall not 
be lamented, or gathered, or buried; 
they shall be dung on the surface of the 
ground. 
J4 "Wail, you shepherds, and cry, 

and roll in ashes, you lords of the 
flock, 

for the days of your slaughter and 
dispersion have come, 

and you shall fall like choice rams.·' 
35 No refuge will remain for the shep

herds, 

for all the nations of the earth.' " 
7 The priests and the prophets and 

all the people heard Jeremiah speaking 
these words in the house of the LORD. 
8And when Jeremiah had finished 
speaking all that the LoRD had com
manded him to speak to all the people, 
then the priests and the prophets and 
all the people laid hold of him, saying, 
"You shall die! 9 Why have you prophe
sied in the name of the LORD, saying, 
'This house shall be like Shiloh, and 
this city shall be desolate, without in
habitant'?" And all the people gathered 
about Jeremiah in the house of the 
LORD. 

10 When the princes of Judah heard 
these things, they came up from the 
king's house to the house of the LORD 
and took their seat in the entry of the 

nor escape for the lords of 
flock. 

the New Gate of the house of the LoRD. 

36 Hark, the cry of the shepherds, 
and the wail of the lords of 

flock! 

II Then the priests and the prophets 
said to the princes and to all the people, 

the "This man deserves the sentence of 
death, because he has prophesied 

their against this city, as you have heard with 
your own ears." 

For the LORD is despoiling 
pasture, 

37 and the peaceful folds are dev
astated, 

because of the fierce anger of the 
LORD. 

38 Like a lion he has left his covert, 
for their land has become a waste 

because of the sword of the op-
pressor, 

and because of his fierce anger." 

26 In the beginning of the reign 
of Jehoi'akim the son of Josi'ah, 

king of Judah, this word came from the 
LORD, 2 "Thus says the LORD: Stand in 
the court of the LORD's house, and speak 
to all the cities of Judah which come to 
worship in the house of the LORD all 
the words that I command you to speak 
to them; do not hold back a word. l It 
may be they will listen, and every one 
s Gk: Heb a choice vessel 

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the 
princes and all the people, saying, "The 
LORD sent me to prophesy against this 
house and this city all the words you 
have heard. 13 Now therefore amend 
your ways and your doings, and obey 
the voice of the LORD your God, and 
the LORD will repent of the evil which 
he has pronounced against you. 14 But 
as for me, behold, I am in your hands. 
Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. 15 Only know for certain that if you 
put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this 
city and its inhabitants, for in truth the 
LORD sent me to you to speak all these 
words in your ears." 

16 Then the princes and all the peo
ple said to the priests and the prophets, 
"This man does not deserve the 
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sentence of death, for he has spoken to you shall say to your masters: 5 "It is I 
us in the name of the LORD our God." who by my great power and my out-
17And certain of the elders of the land stretched arm have made the earth, with 
arose and spoke to all the assembled the men and animals that are on the 
people, saying, 18 "Micah of Mo're- earth, and I give it to whomever it seems 
sheth prophesied in the days of Hezeki' - right to me. 6 Now I have given all these 
ah king of Judah, and said to all the lands into the hand of Nebuchadnez'
people of Judah: 'Thus says the LORD zar, the king of Babylon, my servant, 
of hosts, and I have given him also the beasts of 

Zion shall be plowed as a field ; the field to serve him. 7 All the nations 
Jerusalem shall become a heap of shall serve him and his son and his 

ruins, grandson, until the time of his own land 
and the mountain of the house a comes; then many nations and great 

wooded height.' kings shall make him their slave. 
19 Did Hezeki'ah king of Judah and all 8 " ' "But if any nation or kingdom 
Judah put him to death? Did he not will not serve this Nebuchadnez'zar 
fear the LORD and entreat the favor of king of Babylon, and put its neck under 
the LORD, and did not the LORD repent the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will 
of the evil which he had pronounced punish that nation with the sword, with 
against them? But we are about to bring famine, and with pestilence, says the 
great evil upon ourselves." LORD, until I have consumed it by his 

20 There was another man who hand. 9 So do not listen to your proph
prophesied in the name of the LORD, ets, your diviners, your dre~mers,"' 
Uri' ah the son of Shemai'ah from Kir' - your soothsayers, or your sorcerers, who 
iath-je'arim. He prophesied against this are saying to you, 'You shall not serve 
city and against this land in words like the king of Babylon.' IO For it is a lie 
those of Jeremiah. 21And when King which they are prophesying to you, with 
Jehoi'akim, with all his warriors and all the result that you will be removed far 
the princes, heard his words, the king from your land, and I will drive you out, 
sought to put him to death; but when and you will perish. 11 But any nation 
Uri'ah heard of it, he was afraid and which will bring its neck under the 
fled and escaped to Egypt. 22 Then King yoke of the king of Babylon and serve 
Jehoi'akim sent to Egypt certain men, him, I will leave on its own land, to till 
Elna'than the son of Achbor and others it and dwell there, says the LORD." ' " 
with him, 2J and they fetched Uri'ah 12 To Zedeki'ah king of Judah I 
from Egypt and brought him to King spoke in like manner: "Bring your necks 
Jehoi'akim, who slew him with the under the yoke of the king of Babylon, 
sword and cast his dead body into the and serve him and his people, and live. 
burial place of the common people. ll Why will you and your people die by 

24 But the hand of Ahi'kam the son of the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, 
Shaphan was with Jeremiah so that he as the LORD has spoken concerning any 
was not given over to the people to be nation which will not serve the king of 
put to death. Babylon? 14 Do not listen to the words 

27 In the beginning of the reign 
of Zedeki'ah 11 the son of Josi'ah, 

king of Judah, this word came to Jere
miah from the LORD. 2 Thus the LORD 
said to me: "Make yourself thongs and 
yoke-bars, and put them on your neck. 
J Send word,. to the king of Edom, the 
king of Moab, the king of the sons of 
Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king 
of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who 
have come to Jerusalem to Zedeki'ah 
king of Judah. 4 Give them this charge 
for their masters: 'Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: This is what 

of the prophets who are saying to you, 
'You shall not serve the king of Baby
lon,' for it is a lie which they are 
prophesying to you. IS I have not sent 
them, says the LORD, but they are 
prophesying falsely in my name, with 
the result that I will drive you out and 
you will perish, you and the prophets 
who are prophesying to you." 

16 Then I spoke to the priests and to 
all this people, saying, "Thus says the 
LORD: Do not listen to the words of 
your prophets who are prophesying to 
you, saying, 'Behold, the vessels of the 
LORD's house will now shortly be 

" Another reading is Jehoiakim 11 Cn: Heb send them w Gk Syr Vg: Heb dreams 



JEREMIAH 27 692 Hananiah's false prophecy 
brought back from Babylon,' for it is a the vessels of the house of the LORD, 
lie which they are prophesying to you. and all the exiles. 1 Yet hear now this 
17 Do not listen to them; serve the king word which I speak in your hearing 
of Babylon and live. Why should this and in the hearing of all the people. 
city become a desolation? 18 If they are B The prophets who preceded you and 
prophets, and if the word of the LORD me from ancient times prophesied war, 
is with them, then let them intercede famine, and pestilence against many 
with the LORD of hosts, that the vessels countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for 
which are left in the house of the the prophet who prophesies peace, 
LORD, in the house of the king of Judah, when the word of that prophet comes to 
and in Jerusalem may not go to Baby- pass, then it will be known that the 
Ion. 19 For thus says the LORD of hosts LORD has truly sent the prophet." 
concerning the pillars, the sea, the IO Then the prophet Hanani'ah 
stands, and the rest of the vessels which ,took the yoke-bars from the neck of 
are left in this city, 20 which Nebu- ,Jeremiah the prophet, and broke them. 
chadnez'zar king of Babylon did not llAnd Hanani'ah spoke in the presence 
take away, when he took into exile from l of all the people, saying, "Thus says the 
Jerusalem to Babylon Jeconi'ah the son 

1
1 LORD: Even so will I break the yoke of 

of Jehoi'akim, king of Judah, and all the 
1 

Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon from 
nobles of Judah and J erusalem-1 the neck of all the nations within two 
21 thus says the LORD of hosts, the God( K~ars." But Jeremiah the prophet went 
of Israel, concerning the vessels which ~s way. 
are left in the house of the LORD, in the · 12 Sometime after the prophet 
house of the king of Judah, and in J eru- Hanani 'ah had broken the yoke-bars 
salem: 22 They shall be carried to Baby- (rom off the neck of Jeremiah the 
Ion and remain there until the day when prophet, the word of the LORD came 
I give attention to them, says the LORD. to Jeremiah: lJ "Go, tell Hanani'ah, 
Then I will bring them back and restore 'Thus says the LORD : You have broken 
them to this place." wooden bars, but I,. will make in their 

28 In that same year, at the be- place bars of iron. 14 For thus says the 
ginning of the reign of Zedeki'ah LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: l 

king of Judah, in the fifth month of the have put upon the neck of all these 
fourth year, Hanani'ah the son of Az- nations an iron yoke of servitude to 
zur, the prophet from Gibeon, spoke to Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon, and 
me in the house of the LORD, in the they shall serve him, for I have given 
presence of the priests and all the peo- to him even the beasts of the field.' " 
pie, saying, 2 "Thus says the LORD of tSAnd Jeremiah the prophet said to the 
hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken prophet Hanani'ah, "Listen, Hanani' -
the yoke of the king of Babylon. J With- ah, the LORD has nor sent you, and you 
in two years I will bring back to this have made this people trust in a lie. 
place all the vessels of the LORD's house, lo Therefore thus says the LORD: 'Be
which Nebuchadnez'zar king of Baby- hold, I will remove you from the face ot 
Ion took away from this place and the earth. This very year you shall die, 
carried to Babylon. 4 I will also bring because you have uttered rebellion 
back to this place Jeconi'ah the son of against the LORD.' " 
Jehoi'akim, king of Judah, and all the 17 In that same year, in the seventh 
exiles from Judah who went to Babylon, month, the prophet Hanani'ah died. 
says the LORD, for I will break the yoke 29 These are the words of the 
of the king of Babylon." letter which Jeremiah the prophet 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke sent from Jerusalem to the eldersY of 
to Hanani'ah the prophet in the pres- the exiles, and to the priests, the proph
ence of the priests and all the people ets, and all the people, whom Nebu
who were standing in the house of the chadnez'zar had taken into exile from 
LORD; 6 and the prophet Jeremiah Jernsalem to Babylon. 2 This was after 
said, "Amen! May the LORD do so; King Jeconi'ah, and the queen mother, 
may the LORD make the words which the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and 
you have prophesied come true, and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the 
bring back to this place from Babylon smiths had departed from Jerusalem. 
x Gk: Heb you !J Gk: Heb che rest of the elders 



Jeremiah's letter to exiles 693 JEREMIAH 29 
.1 The letter was sent by the hand of will make them a horror to all the king
Ela'sah the son of Shaphan and doms of the earth, to be a curse, a terror, 
Gemari'ah the son of Hilki'ah, whom a hissing, and a reproach among all the 
Zedeki'ah king of Judah sent to Babylon nations where I have driven them, 
to Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon. It 19 because they did not heed my words, 
said: 4 "Thus says the LORD of hosts, says the LORD, which I persistently sent 
the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom to you by my servants the prophets, but 
I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to you would not listen, says the LORD.'
Babylon: s Build houses and live in 20 Hear the word of the LORD, all you 
them; plant gardens and eat their exiles whom I sent away from Jeru
µroduce. 6 Take wives and have sons salem to Babylon: 21 'Thus says the 
and daughters; take wives for your sons, LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, con
and give your daughters in marriage, cerning Ahab the son of Kola'iah and 
that they may bear sons and daughters; Zedeki'ah the son of Ma-asei'ah,-who 
multiply there, and do not decrease. are prophesying a lie to you in my 
7 But seek the welfare of the city where name: Behold, I will deliver them into 
I have sent you into exile, and pray to the hand of Nebuchadrez'zar king of 
the L~RD on its behalf, for in its welfare Babylon, and he shall slay them before 
you will find your welfare. 8 For thus your eyes. 22 Because of them this curse 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of shall be used by all the exiles from 
Israel: Do not let your prophets and Judah in Babylon: "The LORD make 
your diviners who are among you de- you like Zedeki'ah and Ahab, whom 
ceive you, and do not listen to the the king of Babylon roasted in the fire," 
dreams which they dream, z lJ for it is a 23 because they have committed folly in 
lie which they are prophesying to you Israel, they have committed adultery 
in my name; I did not send them, says with their neighbors' wives, and they 
the LORD. have spoken in my name lying words 

10 "For thus says the LORD: When which I did not command them. I am 
seventy years are completed for Baby- the one who knows, and I am witness, 
Ion, I will visit you, and I will fulfil to says the LORD.' " 
you my promise and bring you back 24 To Shemai'ah of Nehel'am you 
to this place. 11 For I know the plans I shall say: 25 "Thus says the LORD of 
have for you, says the LORD, plans for hosts, the God of Israel: You have sent 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a letters in your name to all the people 
future and a hope. 12 Then you will call who are in Jerusalem, and to Zephani' -
upon me and come and pray to me, and ah the son of Ma-asei'ah the priest, and 
I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and to all the priests, saying, 26 'The LORD 
find me; when you seek me with all your has made you priest instead of Jehoi'ada 
heart, 14 I will be found by you, says the the priest, to have charge in the house 
LORD, an<l I will restore your fortunes of the LORD over every madman who 
and gather you from all the nations and prophesies, to put him in the stocks and 
all the places where I have driven you, collar. 27 Now why have you not re
says the LORD, and I will bring you back buked Jeremiah of An'athoth who is 
to the place from which I sent you into prophesying to you? 28 For he has 8ent 
exile. to us in Babylon, saying, "Your exile 

15 "Because you have said, 'The will be long; build houses and live in 
LORD has raised up prophets for us in them, and plant gardens and eat their 
Babylon,'-16 Thus says the LORD con- produce."'" 
cerning the king who sits on the throne 29 Zephani'ah the priest read this 
of David, and concerning all the people letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the 
who dwell in this city, your kinsmen prophet. 30 Then the word of the LORD 
who did not go out with you into exile: came to Jeremiah: 31 "Send to all the 
17 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, Be- exiles, saying, 'Thus says the LORD 
hold, I am sending on them sword, concerning Shemai'ah of Nehel'am: 
famine, and pestilence, and I will make Because Shemai'ah has prophesied to 
them like vile figs which are so bad they you when I did not send him, and has 
cannot be eaten. 18 I will pursue them made you trust in a lie, 32 therefore thus 
with sword, famine, and pestilence, and says the LORD: Behold, I will punish 
z Cn: I lcb _vour dreamJ which you cause 10 dream 



JEREMIAH 29 694 Return from exile promised 
but of you I will not make a full 

end. 
Shemai'ah of Nehel'am and his de
scendants; he shall not have any one 
living among this people to see" the 
good that I will do to my people, says 
the LORD, for he has talked rebellion 
against the LORD.' " 

30 The word that came to Jere
miah from the LORD: 2 "Thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Write in a book all the words that I have 
spoken to you .. 1 For behold, days are 
coming, says the LORD, when I will 
restore the fortunes of my people, 
Israel and Judah, says the LORD, and 
I will bring them back to the land 
which I gave to their fathers, and they 
shall take possession of it." 

4 These are the words which the 
LORD spoke concerning Israel and 
Judah: 
s "Thus says the LORD: 

We have heard a cry of panic, 
of terror, and no peace. 

o Ask now, and see, 
can a man bear a child? 

Why then do I see every man 
with his hands on his loins like a 

woman in labor? 
Why has every face turned pale? 

7 Alas! that day is so great 
there is none like it; 

it is a time of distress for Jacob; 
yet he shall be saved out of it. 

8 "And it shall come to pass in that 
day, says the LORD of hosts, that I will 
break the yoke from off their1' neck, and 
I will burst their'' bonds, and strangers 
shall no more make servants of them.'" 
9 But they shall serve the LORD their 
God and David their king, whom I will 
raise up for them. 

10 "Then fear not, 0 Jacob my servant, 
says the LORD, 

nor be dismayed, 0 Israel; 
for lo, I will save you from afar, 

and your offspring from the land 
of their captivity. 

Jacob shall return and have quiet and 
ease, 

and none shall make him afraid. 
11 For I am with you to save you, 

says the LoRD; 
will make a full end of all the na

tions 
among whom I scattered you, 

I will chasten you in just measure, 
and I will by no means leave you 

unpunished. 

12 "For thus says the LORD: 
Your hurt is incurable, 

and your wound is grievous. 
13 There is none to uphold your cause, 

no medicine for your wound, 
no healing for you. 

14 All your lovers have forgotten you; 
they care nothing for you; 

for I have dealt you the blow of an 
enemy, 

the punishment of a merciless foe, 
because your guilt is great, 

because your sins are flagrant. 
15 Why do you cry out over your hurt? 

Your pain is incurable. 
Because your guilt is great, 

because your sins are flagrant, 
I have done these things to you. 

lo Therefore all who devour you shall 
be devoured, 

and all your foes, every one of 
them, shall go into captivity; 

those who despoil you shall become a 
spoil, 

and all who prey on you I will make 
a prey. 

17 For I will restore health to you, 
and your wounds I will heal, 

says the LORD, 
because they have called you an 

outcast: 
'It is Zion, for whom no one 

cares!' 

18 "Thus says the LORD: 
Behold, I will restore the fortunes ol 

the tents of Jacob, 
and have compassion on his dwell

mgs; 
the city shall be rebuilt upon its 

mound, 
and the palace shall stand where it 

used to be. 
19 Out of them shall come songs of 

thanksgiving, 
and the voices of those who make 

merry. 
will multiply them, and they shall 

not be few; 
will make them honored, and 
they shall not be small. 

0 Gk: Heb and hl' 1hall 1101 s.:e b Gk Old Lac in: Heb yo11r 
(_' Heb make a servam of h1-,,, 



Joy to replace mourning 695 JEREMIAH 31 
20 Their children shall be as they were 

of old, 
and their congregation shall be 

established before me; 
and I will punish all who oppress 

them. 
21 Their prince shall be one of them

selves, 
their ruler shall come forth from 

their midst; 
will make him draw near, and he 

shall approach me, 
for who would dare of himself to 

approach me? 
says the LORD. 

22 And you shall be my people, 
and I will be your God." 

23 Behold the storm of the LORD! 
Wrath has gone forth, 

a whirling tempest; 
it will burst upon the head of the 

wicked. 
24 The fierce anger of the LORD will not 

turn back 
until he has executed and ac

complished 
the intents of his mind. 

In the latter days you will understand 
this. 

31 "At that time, says the LORD, 
I will be the God of all the 

families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people." 
2 Thus says the LORD: 

"The peopk who survived the sword 
found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 
3 the LORD appeared to himd from 

afar. 
have loved you with an everlasting 

love; 
therefore I have continued my 

faithfulness to you. 
4 Again I will build you, and you shall 

be built, 
0 virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with 
timbrels, 

and sha'tl 20 forth in the dance of 
the merrymakers. 

s Again you shall plant vineyards 
upon the mountains of Samar'ia; 

the planters shall plant, 
and shall enjoy the fruit. 

6 For there shall be a day when 
watchmen will call 

in the hill country of E'phraim: 
11 Gk: Heb me "Gk Compare Vg Tg: Heb supplica1ions 

'Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 
to the LORD our God.' " 

7 For thus says the LORD: 
"Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
'The LORD has saved his people, 
the remnant of Israel.' 

8 Behold, I will bring them from the 
north country, 

and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 
the woman with child and her 

who is in travail, together; 
a great company, they shall return 

here. 
9 With weeping they shall come, 

and with consolations• I will lead 
them back, 

I will make them walk by brooks of 
water, 

in a straight path in which they 
shall not stumble; 

for I am a father to Israel, 
and E'phraim is my first-born. 

10 "Hear the word of the LORD, 0 na
tions, 

and declare it in the coastlands afar 
off; 

say, 'He who scattered Israel will 
gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd 
keeps his flock.' 

11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands 

too strong for him. 
12 They shall come and sing aloud on 

the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the 

goodness of the LORD, 
over the grain, the wine, and the 

oil, 
and over the young of the flock 

and the herd ; 
their life shall be like a watered 

garden, 
and they shall languish no more. 

13 Then shall the maidens rejoice in the 
dance, 

and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. 

will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them 

gladness for sorrow. 



JEREMIAH 31 696 The new covenant 
For the L0RD has created a new thing 

on the earth: 
14 I will feast the soul of the priests 

with abundance, 
and my people shall be satisfied 

with my goodness, 
says the LORD." 

" Thus says the LORD: 
"A voice is heard in Ramah, 

lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children: 

she refuses to be comforted for her 
children, 

because they are not." 

In Thus says the LORD: 
"Keep your voice from weeping, 

and your eyes from tears ; 
for your work shall be rewarded, 

says the LORD, 
and they shall come back from 

the land of the enemy. 
11 There is hope for your future, 

says the LORD, 
and your children shall come back 

to their own country. 
18 I have heard E'phraim bemoaning, 

'Thou hast chastened me, and I was 
chastened, 

like an untrained calf; 
bring me back that I may be re

stored, 
for thou art the LORD my God. 

I 'I For after I had turned away I re
pented; 

and after I was instructed, I smote 
upon my thigh; 

was ashamed, and I was con
founded, 

because I bore the disgrace of my 
youth.' 

20 Is E'phraim my dear son? 
Is he my darling child? 

For as often as I speak against him, 
I do remember him still. 

Therefore my heart yearns for him; 
I will surely have mercy on him, 

says the LORD. 

21 "Set up waymarks for yourself, 
make yourself guideposts; 

consider well the highway, 
the road by which you went. 

Return, 0 virgin Israel, 
return to these your cities. 

22 How long will you waver, 
0 faithless daughter? 

f Cn Compare Syr Vg Tg: Heb cmd they shall wa11der 
31.15: Mt 2.18. 

a woman protects a man." 

23 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: "Once more they shall 
use these words in the land of Judah 
and in its cities, when I restore theit 
fortunes: 

'The LORD bless you, 0 habitation ol 
righteousness, 

0 holy hill!' 
24 And Judah and all its cities shall 
dwell there together, and the farmers 
and those who wander! with their flocks. 
25 For I will satisfy the weary soul, and 
every languishing soul I will replenish.,. 

26 Thereupon I awoke and looked, 
and my sleep was pleasant to me. 

27 "Behold, the days are coming, 
says the LORD, when I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah 
with the seed of man and the seed of 
beast. 28And it shall come to pass that 
as I have watched over them to pluck 
up and break down, to overthrow, de
stroy, and bring evil, so I will watch 
over them to build and to plant, says 
the LORD. 2Y In those days they shall no 
longer say: 

'The fathers have eaten sour grapes. 
and the children's teeth are set on 

edge.' 
JO But every one shall die for his own 
sin; each man who eats sour grapes, his 
teeth shall be set on edge. 

31 "Behold, the days are coming. 
says the LORD, when I will make a nc\\· 
covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah, .12 not like the cm-c
nant which I made with their fathers 
when I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt, ml" 
covenant which they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the Lo1w. 
.n But this is the covenant which I will 
make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will pur 
my law within them, and I will write it 
upon their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 
l4And no longer shall each man teach 
his neighbor and each his brother, say
ing, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to thl' 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will for-

31.31: Lk 22.20; I Cor 11.25. 31.31-34: Jcr 32.38-40; Heb 8.B-12; 10.16-17. 



Jeremiah buys a field 691 JEREMIAH 32 
give their iniquity, and I will remember Ion, and shall speak with him face co 
their sin no more." face and see him eye co eye; ' and he 

.JS Thus says the LORD, 
who gives the sun for light by day 

and the fixed order of the moon 
and the stars for light by night, 

who stirs up the sea so chat its waves 
roar-

the LORD of hosts is his name: 
''' "If this fixed order departs 

from before me, says the LORD, 
then shall the descendants of Israel 

cease 
from being a nation before me for 

ever." 

3 7 Thus says the LORD: 

shall cake Zedeki'ah to Babylon, and 
there he shall remain until I visit him, 
says the LORD; though you fight against 
the Chalde'ans, you shall not succeed'?" 

6 Jeremiah said, "The word of the 
LORD came to me: 7 Behold, Han'amel 
the son of Shallum your uncle will come 
to you and say, 'Buy my field which is 
at An'athoth, for the right of redemp
tion by purchase is yours.' 8 Then 
Han'amel my cousin came to me in the 
court of the guard, in accordance with 
the word of the LORD, and said to me, 
'Buy my field which is at An'achoch in 
the land of Benjamin, for the right of 
possession and redemption is yours; 

"If the heavens above can 
ured, 

be meas- buy it for yourself.' Then I knew that 

and the foundations of the earth 
below can be explored, 

then I will case off all the descend
ants of Israel 

for all chat they have done, 
says the LORD." 

38 "Behold, the days are coming, 
says the LoRD, when the city shall be 
rebuilt for the LORD from the cower 
of Han'anel to the Corner Gate. J9And 
the measuring line shall go out farther, 
straight to the hill Gareb, and shall then 
turn co Go'ah. 40 The whole valley of 
the dead bodies and the ashes, and all 
the fields as far as the brook Kidron, co 
the corner of the Horse Gate coward the 
east, shall be sacred to the LORD. It 
shall not be uprooted or overthrown any 
more for ever." 

32 The word that came co Jere
miah from the LORD in the tenth 

year of Zedeki'ah king of Judah, which 
was the eighteenth year of Nebuchad
rez'zar. 2At chat time the army of the 
king of Babylon was besieging Jeru
salem, and Jeremiah the prophet was 
shut up in the court of the guard which 
was in the palace of the king of Judah. 
3 For Zedeki'ah king of Judah had im
prisoned him, saying, "Why do you 
prophesy and say, 'Thus says the 
LORD: Behold, I am giving this city 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it; 4 Zedeki'ah king of 
Judah shall not escape out of the hand 
of the Chalde'ans, but shall surely be 
given into the hand of the king of Baby-

this was the word of the LORD. 
9 "And I bought the field at An'athoth 

from Han'amel my cousin, and weighed 
out the money co him, seventeen shekels 
of silver. Io I signed the deed, sealed it, 
got witnesses, and weighed the money 
on scales. 11 Then I cook the sealed deed 
of purchase, containing the terms and 
conditions, and the open copy; 12 and I 
gave the deed of purchase co Baruch the 
son of Neri'ah son of Mahsei'ah, in the 
presence of Han'amel my cousin, in the 
presence of the witnesses who signed 
the deed of purchase, and in the pres
ence of all the Jews who were sitting in 
the court of the guard. 13 I charged 
Baruch in their presence, saying, 
14 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Take these deeds, both 
this sealed deed of purchase and this 
open deed, and put chem in an earthen
ware vessel, that they may last for a long 
time. IS For thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and 
fields and vineyards shall again be 
bought in chis land.' 

16 "After I had given the deed of 
purchase to Baruch the son of Neri'ah, 
I prayed to the LORD, saying: 17 'Ah 
Lord Goo! le is thou who hast made the 
heavens and the earth by thy great 
power and by thy outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too hard for thee, 18 who 
showesc steadfast love to thousands, but 
dost requite the guilt of fathers to their 
children after chem, 0 great and mighty 
God whose name is the LORD of hosts, 
19 great in counsel and mighty in deed ; 
whose eyes are open to all the ways of 
men, rewarding every man according co 



JEREMIAH 32 698 "They shall be my people" 
his ways and according to the fruit of turned to me their back and not their 
his doings; 20 who hast shown signs and face; and though I have taught them 
wonders in the land of Egypt, and to persistently they have not listened to 
this day in Israel and among all man- receive instruction. 34 They set up their 
kind, and hast made thee a name, as at abominations in the house which is 
this day. 21 Thou didst bring thy people called by my name, to defile it. 35 They 
Israel out of the land of Egypt with built the high places of Ba'al in the 
signs and wonders, with a strong hand valley of the son of Hinnom, to offer up 
and outstretched arm, and with great their sons and daughters to Malech. 
terror; 22 and thou gavest them this though I did not command them, nor 
land, which thou didst swear to their did it enter into my mind, that the\ 
fathers to give them, a land flowing with should do this abomination, to came 
milk and honey; 23 and they entered and Judah to sin. 
took possession of it. But they did not 36 "Now therefore thus says the 
obey thy voice or walk in thy law; they LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this 
did nothing of all thou didst command city of which you say, 'It is given into 
them to do. Therefore thou hast made the hand of the king of Babylon b\ 
all this evil come upon them. 24 Behold, sword, by famine, and by pestilence'. 
the siege mounds have come up to the 37 Behold, I will gather them from all 
city to take it, and because of sword and the countries to which I drove them in 
famine and pestilence the city is given my anger and my wrath and in great 
into the hands of the Chalde'ans who indignation; I will bring them back to 
are fighting against it. What thou didst this place, and I will make them dwell in 
speak has come to pass, and behold, safety. 38AnJ they shall be my peopk. 
thou seest it. 25 Yet thou, 0 Lord Goo, and I will be their God. 39 I will give 
hast said to me, "Buy the field for them one heart and one way, that the,· 
money and get witnesses"-though the may fear me for ever, for their own good 
city is given into the hands of the and the good of their children after 
Chalde'ans.'" them. 40 I will make with them an ever-

26 The word of the LORD came to lasting covenant, that I will not turn 
Jeremiah: 2 7 "Behold, I am the LORD, away from doing good to them; and I 
the God of all flesh; is anything too hard will put the fear of me in their hearts. 
for me? 28 Therefore, thus says the that they may not turn from me. 41 I 
LORD: Behold, I am giving this city into will rejoice in doing them good, and I 
the hands of the Chalde'ans and into will plant them in this land in faithful
the hand of Nebuchadrez'zar king of ness, with all my heart and all my soul. 
Babylon, and he shall take it. 29 The 42 "For thus says the LORD: Jusr 
Chalde'ans who are fighting against this as I have brought all this great evil upon 
city shall come and set this city on fire, this people, so I will bring upon them 
and burn it, with the houses on whose all the good that I promise them 
roofs incense has been offered to Ba'al 43 Fields shall be bought in this land or 
and drink offerings have been poured which you are saying, It is a desolation. 
out to other gods, to provoke me to without man or beast; it is given intu 
anger. 30 For the sons of Israel and the the hands of the Chalde'ans. +I Fields 
sons of Judal1 have done nothing but shall be bought for money, and deeds 
evil in my sight from their youth; the shall be signed and sealed and wit
sons of Israel have done nothing but nessed, in the land of Benjamin, in the 
provoke me to anger by the work of places about Jerusalem, and in the 
their hands, says the LoRD .. \J This city cities of J udall, in the cities of the hill 
has aroused my anger and wrath, from country, in the cities of the Shephe'lah, 
the day it was built to this day, so that .ilnd in the cities of the Negeb; for l 
I will remove it from my sight 32 be- will restore their fortunes, says the 
cause of all the evil of the sons of Israel LORD." 
and the sons of Judah which they did to 33 The word of the LORD came to 
provoke me to anger-their kings and Jeremiall a second time, while he 
their princes, their priests and their was still shut up in the court of thl' 
prophets, the men of Judah and the guard: 2 "Thus says the LORD wlw 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33 They have made the earth,• the LORD who formed 
g Gko Heb;, 32.38-40: Jcr 31.31-34. 
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it to establish it-the LORD is his name: the hands of the one who counts them, 
_l Call to me and I will answer you, and says the LORD. 
will tell you great and hidden things 14 "Behold, the days are coming, 
which you have not known. 4 For thus says the LORD, when I will fulfil the 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, con- promise I made to the house of Israel 
cerning the houses of this city and the and the house of Judah. 15 In those days 
houses of the kings of Judah which were and at that time I will cause a righteous 
torn down to make a defense against the Branch to spring forth for David; and 
siege mounds and before the sword:,, he shall execute justice and righteous
s The Chalde'ans are coming in to ness in the land. 16 In those days Judah 
fight' and to fill them with the dead will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell 
bodies of men whom I shall smite in my securely. And this is the name by which 
anger and my wrath, for I have hidden it will be called: 'The LORD is our 
my face from this city because of all righteousness.' 
their wickedness. 0 Behold, I will bring 17 "For thus says the LORD: David 
to it health and healing, and I will heal shall never lack a man to sit on the 
them and reveal to them abundanceJ of throne of the house of Israel, 18 and the 
prosperity and security. 7 I will restore Levitical priests shall never lack a man 
the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes in my presence to offer burnt offerings, 
of Israel, and rebuild them as they were to burn cereal offerings, and to make 
at first. K I will cleanse them from all the sacrifices for ever." 
guilt of their sin against me, and I will 19 The word of the LORD came to 
forgive all the guilt of their sin and re- Jeremiah: 20 "Thus says the LORD: If 
hellion against me. 9 And this cityA shall you can break my covenant with the 
be to me a name of joy, a praise and a day and my covenant with the night, 
glory before all the nations of the earth so that day and night will not come at 
who shall hear of all the good that I do their appointed time, 21 then also my 
for them; they shall fear and tremble covenant with David my servant may 
because of all the good and all the be broken, so that he shall not have a 
prosperity I provide for it. son to reign on his throne, and my 

10 "Thus says the LORD: In this covenant with the Levitical priests my 
place of which you say, 'It is a waste ministers. 22As the host of heaven can
without man or beast,' in the cities of not be numbered and the sands of the 
Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that sea cannot be measured, so I will 
are desolate, without man or inhabitant multiply the descendants of David my 
or beast, there shall be heard again servant, and the Levitical priests who 
11 the voice of mirth and the voice of minister to me." 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 2'3 The word of the LORD came to 
and the voice of the bride, the voices of Jeremiah: 24 "Have you not observed 
those who sing, as they bring thank of- what these people are saying, 'The 
ferings to the house of the LORD: LORD has rejected the two families 

'Give \hanks to the LORD of hosts, which he chose'? Thus they have de
for the LORD is good, spised my people so that they are no 
for his steadfast love endures for longer a nation in their sight. 25 Thus 

ever!' says the LORD: If I have not established 
For I will restore the fortunes of the my covenant with day and night and the 
land as at first, says the LORD. ordinances of heaven and earth, 26 then 

12 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: I will reject the descendants of Jacob 
In this place which is waste, without and David my servant and will not 
man or beast, and in all of its cities, choose one of his descendants to rule 
there shall again be habitations of over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and 
shepherds resting their flocks. l.l In the Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes, 
cities of the hill country, in the cities of and will have mercy upon them." 
the Shephe'lah, and in the cities of the 
Negeb, in the land of Benjamin, the 34 The word which came to Jere
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities miah from the LORD, when 
of Judah, flocks shall again pass under Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon and 
It Hl·h ob~curc 1 Cn: Heb They are comi11g ,.,, to fight '1ga111sr rhc Ch11/di:am i Heb uncertain t Heb a11d ir 
33.15: 1' 4.2; ]er ?.3.5; Zech 3.B; 6.12. 
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all his army and all the kingdoms of the you and has served you six years; you 
earth under his dominion and all the must set him free from your service.' 
peoples were fighting against Jeru- But your fathers did not listen to me or 
salem and all of its cities: 2 "Thus says incline their ears to me. 15 You recently 
the LORD, the God of Israel: Go and repented and did what was right in my 
speak ro Zedcki'ah king of Judah and eyes by proclaiming liberty, each to his 
say to him, 'Thus says the LORD: Be- neighbor, and you made a covenant 
hold, I am giving this city into the hand before me in the house which is called 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall by my name; I 0 but then you turned 
burn it with fire. ! You shall not escape around and profaned my name when 
from his hand, but shall surely be cap- each of you took back his male :md 
cured and delivered into his hand; you female slaves, whom you had set free 
shall see the king of Babylon eye to eye according to their desire, and you 
and speak with him face to face; and you brought them into subjection to be vour 
shall go to Babylon.' 4 Yet hear the slaves. 17 Therefore, thus says - the 
word of the LORD, 0 Zedeki 'ah king of LORD: You have not obeyed me by pro
J udah ! Thus says the LORD concerning claiming liberty, every one to his 
you: 'You shall not die by the sword. brother and to his neighbor; behold, I 
'You shall die in peace. And as spices proclaim to you liberty to the sword, to 
were burned for your fathers, the pestilence, and to famine, says the 
former kings who were before you, so LORD. I will make you a horror to all the 
men shall burn spices for you and kingdoms of the earth. IXAnd the men 
lament for you, saying, "Alas, lord!" ' who transgressed my covenant and did 
For I have spoken the word, says the not keep the terms of the co\·enant 
LORD." which they made before me, I will make 

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke like"' the calf which they cut in two and 
all these words to Zedeki'ah king of passed between its parts-I" the princes 
Judah, in Jerusalem, 7 when the army of Judah, the princes of Jerusalem, the 
of the king of Babylon was fighting eunuchs, the priests, and all the people 
against Jerusalem and against all the of the land who passed between the 
cities of Judah that were left, Lachish parts of the calf; 20 and I will give them 
and Aze'kah; for these were the only into the hand of their en.:mies and into 
fortified cities of Judah that remained. the hand of those who seek their lives. 

8 The word which came to Jeremiah Their dead bodies shall be food for the 
from the LORD, after King Zedeki'ah birds of the air and the beasts of the 
had made a covenant with all the people earth. 21And Zedeki'ah king of Judah, 
in Jerusalem to make a proclamation of and his princes I will give into the hand 
liberty to them, 9 that every one should of their enemies and into the hand of 
set free his Hebrew slaves, male and those who seek their lives, into the hand 
female, so that no one should enslave a of the army of the king of Babylon 
Jew, his brother. IOAnd they obeyed, all which has withdrawn from vou. 22 Be
the princes and all the people who had hold, I will command, says -the LORD, 
entered into the covenant that every one and will bring them back to this city; 
would set free his slave, male or female, and they will fight against it, and take it, 
so that they would not be enslaved and burn it with fire. I will make the 
again; they obeyed and set them free. cities of Judah a desolation without 
11 But afterward they turned around and inhabitant." 
took back the male and female slaves 
they had set free, and brought them 
into subjection as slaves. 12 The word of 
the LORD came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD: 13 "Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: I made a covenant with your 
fathers when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage, saying, 14 'At the end of six' 
years each of you must set free the 
fellow Hebrew who has been sold to 
1 Gk; Heb seven 111 Cn: Heb lacks like 

35 The word which came to Jere
miah from the LORD in the davs 

of Jehoi'akirn the son of Josi'ah, king of 
Judah: 2 "Go to the house of the Re·
chabites, and speak with them, and 
bring them to the house of the LORD, 
into one of the chambers; then offer 
them wine to drink." 3 So I took Ja
azani'ah the son of Jeremiah, son of 
Habazzini'ah, and his brothers, and all 
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his sons, and the whole house of the people has not obeyed me. 11 Therefore, 
Re'chabites. 4 I brought them to the thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, 
house of the LORD into the chamber of the God of Israel: Behold, I am bring
the sons of Hanan the son of Igdali'ah, ing on Judah and all the inhabitants of 
the man of God, which was near the Jerusalem all the evil that I have 
chamber of the princes, above the pronounced against them; because I 
chamber of Ma-asei'ah the son of Shal- have spoken to them and they have not 
lum, keeper of the threshold. 5 Then I listened, I have called to them and they 
set before the Re'chabites pitchers full have not answered." 
of wine, and cups; and I said to them, 18 But to the house of the Re'chabites 
"Drink wine." 6 But they answered, Jeremiah said, "Thus says the LORD 
"We will drink no wine, for Jon'adab of hosts, the God of Israel: Because you 
the son of Rechab, our father, com- have obeyed the command of Jon'adab 
manded us, 'You shall not Jrink wine, your father, and kept all his precepts, 
neither you nor your sons for ever; and done all that he commanded you, 
1 you shall not build a house; you shall 19 therefore thus says the LORD of 
not sow seed; you shall not plant or have hosts, the God of Israel: Jon'adab the 
a vineyard; but you shall live in tents son of Rechab shall never lack a man to 
all your days, that you may live many stand before me." 
davs in the land where you sojourn.' 
8 We have obeyed the voice of Jon'adab 
the son of Rechab, our father, in all that 
he commanded us, to drink no wine all 
our days, ourselves, our wives, our 
sons, or our daughters, 9 and not to 
build houses to dwell in. We have no 
vineyard or field or seed; 10 but we have 
lived in tents, and have obeyed and done 
all that Jon'adab our father commanded 
us. 11 But when Nebuchadrez'zar king 
of Babylon came up against the land, we 
said, 'Come, and let us go to Jerusalem 
for fear of the army of the Chalde'ans 
and the army of the Syrians.' So we are 
living in Jerusalem." 

12 Then the word of the LORD came 
to Jeremiah: 13 "Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: Go and say 
to the men of Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, Will you not receive in
struction and listen to my words? says 
the LORD. 14 The command which Jon'
adab the son of Rechab gave to his sons, 
to drink no wine, has been kept; and 
they drink none to this day, for they 
have obeyed their father's command. I 
have spoken to you persistently, but you 
have not listened to me. 15 I have sent 
to you all my servants the prophets, 
sending them persistently, saying, 
'Turn now every one of you from his 
evil way, and amend your doings, and 
do not go after other gods to serve them, 
and then you shall dwell in the land 
which I gave to you and your fathers.' 
But you did not incline your ear or listen 
to me. 16 The sons of Jon'adab the son 
of Rechab have kept the command 
which their father gave them, but this 

36 In the fourth year of Jehoi'akim 
the son of Josi'ah, king of Judah, 

t!1is word came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD: 2 "Take a scroll and write on it 
all the words that I have spoken to you 
against Israel and Judah and all the na
tions, from the day I spoke to you, from 
the days of Josi'ah until today. 3 It may 
be that the house of Judah will hear all 
the evil which I intend to do to them, so 
that every one may turn from his evil 
wav, and that I may forgive their ini
quity and their sin." 

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the 
son of Neri'ah, and Baruch wrote upon 
a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all 
the words of the LORD which he had 
spoken to him. SAnd Jeremiah ordered 
Baruch, saying, "I am debarred from 
going to the house of the LORD; 6 so 
you are to go, and on a fast day in the 
hearing of all the people in the LORD's 
house you shall read the words of the 
LORD from the scroll which you have 
written at my dictation. You shall read 
them also in the hearing of all the men 
of Judah who come out of their cities. 
7 It may be that their supplication will 
come before the LORD, and that every 
one will turn from his evil way, for great 
is the anger and wrath that the LORD 
has pronounced against this people." 
8And Baruch the son of Neri'ah did all 
that Jeremiah the prophet ordered him 
about reading from the scroll the words 
of the LORD in the LORD'S house. 

9 In the fifth year of J ehoi 'akim the 
son of Josi'ah, king of Judah, in the 
ninth month, all the people in Jeru-
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salem and all the people who came from 
the cities of Judah to Jerusalem pro
claimed a fast before the LORD. 10 Then, 
in the hearing of all the people, Baruch 
read the words of Jeremiah from the 
scroll, in the house of the LORD, in the 
chamber of Gemari'ah the son of 
Shaphan the secretary, which was in the 
upper court, at the entry of the New 
Gate of the LORD's house. 

11 When Micai'ah the son of Gema
ri'ah, son of Shaphan, heard all the 
words of the LORD from the scroll, 12 he 
went down to the king's house, into the 
secretary's chamber; and all the princes 
were sitting there: Elish'ama the 
secretary, Dela'iah the son of Shemai' -
ah, Elna'than the son of Achbor, 
Gemari'ah the son of Shaphan, Zedeki'
ah the son of Hanani'ah, and all the 
princes. 13And Micai'ah told them all 
the words that he had heard, when 
Baruch read the scroll in the hearing of 
the people. 14 Then all the princes sent 
Jehu'di the son of Nethani'ah, son of 
Shelemi'ah, son of Cushi, to say to 
Baruch, "Take in your hand the scroll 
that you read in the hearing of the 
people, and come." So Baruch the son 
of Neri'ah took the scroll in his hand 
and came to them. 15And they said to 
him, "Sit down and read it." So Baruch 
read it to them. 16 When they heard all 
the words, they turned one to another in 
fear; and they said to Baruch, "We must 
report all these words to the king." 
17 Then they asked Baruch, "Tell us, 
how did you write all these words? Was 
it at his dictation?" 1 s Baruch answered 
them, "He dictated all these words to 
me, while I wrote them with ink on the 
scroll." 19 Then the princes said to 
Baruch, "Go and hide, you and Jere
miah, and let no one know where you 
are." 

20 So they went into the court to the 
king, having put the scroll in the cham
ber of Elish' ama the secretary; and they 
reported all the words to the king. 
21 Then the king sent Jehu'di to get the 
scroll, and he took it from the chamber 
of Elish'ama the secretary; and Jehu' di 
read it to the king and all the princes 
who stood beside the king. 22 It was the 
ninth month, and the king was sitting in 
th~ winter house and there was a fire 
burning in the brazier before him. 23As 
Jehu'di read three or four columns, the 
king would cut them off with a pen-

knife and throw them into the fire in 
the brazier, until the entire scroll was 
consumed in the fire that was in the 
brazier. 24 Yet neither the king, nor anv 
of his servants who heard all these 
words, was afraid, nor did they rend 
their garments. 25 Even when Elna'than 
and Dela'iah and Gemari'ah urged the 
king not to burn the scroll, he would not 
listen to them. 26And the king com
manded Jerah'meel tLe king's son and 
Serai'ah the son of Az'ri-el and She
lemi'ah the son of Abdeel to seize 
Baruch the secretary and Jeremiah the 
prophet, but the LORD hid them. 

27 Now, after the king had burned 
the scroll with the words which Baruch 
wrote at Jeremiah's dictation, the worcl 
of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 28 "Take 
another scroll and write on it all the 
former words that were in the first 
scroll, which Jehoi'akim the king of 
Judah has burned. 29And concerning 
Jehoi'akim king of Judah you shall say, 
'Thus says the LORD, You have burned 
this scroll, saying, "Why have you 
written in it that the king of Babylon 
will certainly come and destroy this 
land, and will cut off from it man and 
beast?" 30 Therefore thus savs the LoRr> 
concerning Jehoi'akim king of Judah, 
He shall have none to sit upon the 
throne of David, and his dead body 
shall be cast out to the heat bv dav and 
the frost by night. 31And I will punish 
him and his offspring and his servants 
for their iniquity; I will bring upon 
them, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru
salem, and upon the men of Judah, all 
the evil that I have pronounced against 
them, but they would not hear.' " 

32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll 
and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son 
of Neri'ah, who wrote on it at the dicta
tion of Jeremiah all the words of the 
scroll which Jehoi'akim king of Judah 
had burned in the fire; and many similar 
words were added to them. 

37 Zedeki'ah the son of Josi'ah, 
whom Nebuchadrez'zar king of 

Babylon made king in the land of Judah, 
reigned instead of Coni'ah the son of 
Jehoi'akim. 2 But neither he nor his 
servants nor the people of the land 
listened to the words of the LORD which 
he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 

3 King Zedeki'ah sent Jehu'cal the 
son of Shelemi'ah, and Zephani'ah the 
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priest, the son of Ma-asei'ah, to Jere- "What wrong have I done to you or 
miah the prophet, saying, "Pray for us your servants or this people, that you 
to the LORD our God." 4 Now Jeremiah have put me in prison? 19 Where are 
was still going in and out among the your prophets who prophesied to you, 
people, for he had not yet been put in saying, 'The king of Babylon will not 
prison. s The army of Pharaoh had come against you and against this land'? 
come out of Egypt; and when the 20 Now hear, I pray you, 0 my lord the 
Chalde'ans who were besieging Jeru- king: let my humble plea come before 
salem heard news of them, they with- you, and do not send me back to the 
drew from Jerusalem. house of Jonathan the secretary, lest I 

6 Then the word of the LORD came die there." 21 So King Zedeki'ah gave 
to Jeremiah the prophet: 7 "Thus says orders, and they committed Jeremiah to 
the LORD, God of Israel: Thus shall you the court of the guard; and a loaf of 
say to the king of Judah who sent you to bread was given him daily from the 
me to inquire of me, 'Behold, Pharaoh's bakers' street, until all the bread of the 
army which came to help you is about city was gone. Sc Jeremiah remained in 
to return to Egypt, to its own land. the court of the guard. 
KAnd the Chalde'ans shall come back 38 Now Shephati'ah the son of 
and fight against this city; they shall Mattan, Gedali'ah the son of 
take it and burn it with fire. 9 Thus says Pashhur, Jucal the son of Shelemi'ah, 
the LORD, Do not deceive yourselves, and Pashhur the son of Malchi'ah heard 
saying, "The Chalde'ans will surely the words that Jeremiah was saying to 
stay away from us," for they will not all the people, 2 "Thus says the LORD, 
stay away. 10 For even if you should de- He who stays in this city shall die by the 
feat the whole army of Chalde'ans who sword, by famine, and by pestilence; 
are fighting against you, and there re- but he who goes out to the Chalde'ans 
mained of them only wounded men, shall live; he shall have his life as a prize 
every man in his tent, they would rise of war, and live. 3 Thus says the LORD, 
up and burn this city with fire.' " This city shall surely be given into the 

11 Now when the Chalde'an army hand of the army of the king of Babylon 
had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the and be taken." 4 Then the princes said 
approach of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jere- to the king, "Let this man be put to 
miah set out from Jerusalem to go to the death, for he is weakening the hands of 
land of Benjamin to receive his portion" the soldiers who are left in this city, 
there among the people. 13 When he and the hands of all the people, by 
was at the Benjamin Gate, a sentry there speaking such words to them. For this 
named Iri'jah the son of Shelemi'ah, son man is not seeking the welfare of this 
of Hanani'ah, seized Jeremiah the people, but their harm." s King Zede
prophet, saying, "You are deserting to ki'ah said, "Behold, he is in your hands; 
the Chalde'ans." 14And Jeremiah said, for the king can do nothing against 
"It is false; I am not deserting to the you." 6 So they took Jeremiah and cast 
Chalde'ans." But Iri'jah would not him into the cistern of Malchi'ah, the 
listen to him, and seized Jeremiah and king's son, which was in the court of the 
brought him to the princes. lSAnd the guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes. 
princes were enraged at Jeremiah, and And there was no water in the cistern, 
they beat him and imprisoned him in but only mire, and Jeremiah sank in 
the house of Jonathan the secretary, for the mire. 
it had been made a prison. 7 When E'bed-mel'ech the Ethi-

16 When Jeremiah had come to the opian, a eunuch, who was in the king's 
dungeon cells, and remained there house, heard that they had put Jere
many days, 17 King Zedeki'ah sent for miah into the cistern-the king was 
him, and received him. The king ques- sining in the Benjamin Gate--8 E'bed
tioned him secretly in his house, and mel'ech went from the king's house and 
said, "Is there any word from the said to the king, 9 "My lord the king, 
LORD?" Jeremiah said, "There is." these men have done evil in all that they 
Then he said, "You shall be delivered did to Jeremiah the prophet by casting 
into the hand of the king of Babylon." him into the cistern; and he will die 
18 Jeremiah also said to King Zedeki'ah, there of hunger, for there is no bread 
" flcb obscure 
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left in the city." IO Then the king com- princes of the king of Babylon and were 
mantled E'bed-mel'ech, the Ethiopian, saying, 
"Take three men with you from here, 'Your trusted friends have deceived 
and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of you 
the cistern before he dies." II So E 'bed- and prevailed against you; 
mel'ech took the men with him and now that your feet are sunk in the 
went to the house of the king, to a ward- mire, 
robe of0 the storehouse, and took from they tum away from you.' 
there old rags and worn-out clothes, 23AJI your wives and your sons shall be 
which he let down to Jeremiah in the led out to the Chalde'ans, and you your
cistern by ropes. 12 Then E'bed-mel'ech self shall not escape from their hanrl, 
the Ethiopian sa;d to Jeremiah, "Put the but shall be seized by the king of Baby
rags and clothes between your armpits Ion; and this city shall be burned with 
and the ropes." Jeremiah did so. fire." 
13 Then they drew Jeremiah up with 24 Then Zedeki'ah said to Jeremiah, 
ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. "Let no one know of these words and 
And Jeremiah remained in the court of you shall not die. 25 If rhe princes hear 
the guard. that I have spoken with you and come tn 

14 King Zedeki'ah sent for Jeremiah you and say to you, 'Tell us what you 
the prophet and received him at the said to the king and what the king said 
third entrance of the temple of the to you; hide nothing from us and we 
LORD. The king said to Jeremiah, "I will not put you to death,' 26 then you 
will ask you a question; hide nothing shall say ro them, 'I made a humble pica 
from me." 15 Jeremiah said to Zedeki'- to the king that he would not send me 
ah, "If I tell you, will you not be sure back to the house of Jonathan to die 
to put me to death? And if I give you there.' " 27 Then all the princes came 
counsel, you will not listen to me." to Jeremiah and asked him, and he an-
16 Then King Zedeki'ah swore secretly swered them as the king had instructed 
to Jeremiah, "As the LORD lives, who him. So rhey left off speaking with him, 
made our souls, I will not put you for the conversation had nor been over
to death or deliver you into the heard. 28And Jeremiah remained in th<' 
hand of these men who seek your court of the guard until the day thaI 
life." Jerusalem was taken. 

17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedeki'ah, 39 In the ninth year of Zedeki"ah 
"Thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, king of Judah, in the tenth 
the God of Israel, If you will surrender month, Nebuchadrez'zar king of Baby
to the princes of the king of Babylon, Ion and all his army came against 
then your life shall be spared, and chis Jerusalem and besieged ir; c in rh.: 
city shall not be burned with fire, and eleventh year of Zedeki'ah, in th<' 
you and your house shall live. 18 Bue if fourth month, on the ninth day of thl' 
you do not surrender to the princes of month, a breach was made in the city 
rhe king of Babylon, rhen this city shall 3 When Jerusalem was raken,v all th<' 
be given into the hand of the Chalde' - princes of the king of Babylon came and 
ans, and they shall burn it with fire, and sat in the middle gate: Ner'gal-share·
you shall not escape from their hand." zer, Sam'gar-ne'bo, Sar'sechim rhc 
19 King Zedek.i'ah said to Jeremiah, "I Rab'saris, Ner'gal-share'zer the Rah
am afraid of rhe Jews who have de- mag, with all rhe rest of the officers or 
serted ro the Chalde'ans, lest I be the king of Babylon. ~ When Zedeki 'ah 
handed over to chem and they abuse king of Judah and all the soldiers saw 
me." 20 Jeremiah said, "You shall nor them, they fled, going our of the city at 
be given to them. Obey now the voice night by way of the king's garden 
of the LORD in what I say to you, and it through the gate between the rwo walls; 
shall be well with you, and your life and they went toward rhe Arabah. 5 But 
shall be spared. 21 But if you refuse to the army of the Chalde'ans pursued 
surrender, this is the vision which the them, and overtook Zedeki'ah in thl' 
LORD has shown to me: 22 Behold, all plains of Jericho; and when they had 
the women left in the house of the king taken him, they brought him up to Neb 
of Judah were being led out to the uchadrez'zar king of Babylon, ar Riblah, 
11 Cn: Heb 10 u11der I' This clause has been (ransposcJ from the end of Chapter 18 
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in the land of Hamath; and he passed captives of Jerusalem and Judah who 
sentenc.e upon him. 6 The king of Baby- were being exiled to Babylon. 2 The 
Ion slew the sons of Zedeki'ah at Riblah captain of the guard took Jeremiah and 
before his eyes; and the king of Babylon said to him, "The LORD your God pro
slew all the nobles of Judah. 7 He put nounced this evil against this place; 
out the eyes of Zedeki'ah, and bound 3 the LORD has brought it about, and has 
him in fetters to take him to Babylon. done as he said. Because you sinned 
R The Chalde'ans burned the king's against the LORD, and did not obey his 
house and the house of the people, and voice, this thing has come upon you. 
broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 4 Now, behold, I release you today from 
9 Then Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of the chains on your hands. If it seems 
the guard, carried into exile to Babylon good to you to come with me to Baby
the rest of the people who were left in Ion, come, and I will look after you well; 
the c.:ity, those who had deserted to but if it seems wrong to you to come 
him, and the people who remained. with me to Babylon, do not come. See, 
10 Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of the the whole land is before you; go 
guard, left in the land of Judah some of wherever you think it good and right to 
the poor people who owned nothing, go. s If you remain,q then return to 
and gave them vineyards and fields at Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, son of 
the same time. Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon ap-

11 Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon pointed governor of the cities of Judah, 
gave conunand concerning Jeremiah and dwell with him among the people; 
through Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of or go wherever you think it right to go." 
the guard, saying, 12 "Take him, look So the captain of the guard gave him 
after him well and do him no harm, but an allowance of food and a present, and 
deal with him as he tells you." 13 So let him go. 6 Then Jeremiah went to 
Nebu'zarad'an the captain of the guard, Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, at 
Nebushaz'ban the Rab'saris, Ner'gal- Mizpah, and dwelt with him among the 
share'zer the Rabmag, and all the chief people who were left in the land. 
officers of the king of Babylon 14 sent 7 When all the captains of the forces 
and took Jeremiah from the court of the in the open country and their men 
guard. They entrusted him to Gedali'ah heard that the king of Babylon had ap
the son of Ahi'kam, son of Shaphan, pointed Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam 
that he should take him home. So he governor in the land, and had com
dwelt among the people. mitted to him men, women, and chil-

15 The word of the LORD came to dren, those of the poorest of the land 
Jeremiah while he was shut up in the who had not been taken into exile to 
court of the guard: 16 "Go, and say to Babylon, 8 they went to Gedali'ah at 
E'bed-mel'ech the Ethiopian, 'Thus Mizpah-Ish'mael the son of Nethani'
says the LORD of hosts, the God of ah, Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah, Serai'
Israel: Behold, I will fulfil my words ah the son of Tanhu'meth, the sons of 
against this city for evil and not for Ephai the Netoph'athite, Jezani'ah the 
good, and they shall be accomplished son of the Ma-ac'athite, they and their 
before you on that day. 17 But I will de- men. 9 Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, 
liver you on that day, says the LORD, son of Shaphan, swore to them and their 
and you shall not be given into the hand men, saying, "Do not be afraid to serve 
of the men of whom you are afraid. the Chalde'ans. Dwell in the land, and 
18 For I will surely save you, and you serve the king of Babylon, and it shall 
shall not fall by the sword; but you shall be well with you. IO As for me, I will 
have your life as a prize of war, because dwell at Mizpah, to stand for you before 
you have put your trust in me, says the the Chalde'ans who will come to us; but 
LORD.' " as for you, gather wine and summer 

40 The word that came to Jere
miah from the LORD after Nebu'

zarad'an the captain of the guard had 
let him go from Ramah, when he took 
him bound in chains along with all the 

11 Syr: Heb obscure 

fruits and oil, and store them in your 
vessels, and dwell in your cities that you 
have taken." 11 Likewise, when all the 
Jews who were in Moab and among the 
Ammonites and in Edom and in other 
lands heard that the king of Babylon 
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had lefr a remnant in Judah and had ap- Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah and the 
pointed Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, men with him slew them, and cast them 
son of Shaphan, as governor over them, into a cistern. 8 But there were ten men 
12 then all the Jews returned from all among them who said to Ish'mael, "Do 
the places to which they had been not kill us, for we have stores of wheat, 
driven and came to the land of Judah, barley, oil, and honey hidden in the 
to Gedali'ah at Mizpah; and they gath- fields." So he refrained and did not kill 
ered wine and summer fruits in great them with their companions. 
abundance. 9 Now the cistern into which Ish'-

13 Now Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah mael cast all the bodies of the men 
and all the leaders of the forces in the whom he had slain was the large cistern• 
open country came to Gedali'ah at which King Asa had made for defense 
Mizpah 14 and said to him, "Do you against Ba'asha king of Israel; Ish'mael 
know that Ba'alis the king of the Am- the son of Nethani'ah filled it with the 
monites has sent Ish'mael the son of slain. 10 Then Ish'mael took captive all 
Nethani 'ah to take your life?" But the rest of the people who were in Miz
Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam would pah, the king's daughters and all the 
not believe them. 15 Then Joha'nan the people who were left at Mizpah, whom 
son of Kare'ah spoke secretly to Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of the guard, 
Gedali'ah at Mizpah, "Let me go and had committed to Gedali'ah the son of 
slay Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah, and Ahi'kam. Ish'mael the son of Nethani'
no one will know it. Why should he take ah took them captive and set out to cro's 
your life, so that all the Jews who are over to the Ammonites. 
gathered about you would be scattered, 11 But when Joha'nan the son of 
and the remnant of Judah would per- Kare'ah and all the leaders of the forces 
ish?" 16 But Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'- with him heard of all the evil which 
kam said to Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah, Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah had 
"You shall not do this thing, for you done, 12 they took all their men and 
are speaking falsely of Ish'mael." went to fight against Ish'mael the son 

41 In the seventh month, Ish'mael of Nethani'ah. They came upon him at 
the son of Nethani'ah, son of the great pool which is in Gibeon. 

Elish'ama, of the royal family, one of BAnd when all the people who were 
the chief officers of the king, came with with Ish'mael saw Joha'nan the son of 
ten men to Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'- Kare'ah and all the leaders of the forces 
kam, at Mizpah. As they ate bread to- with him, they rejoiced. I~ So all the 
gether there at Mizpah, 2 Ish'mael the people0whom Ish'mael had carried away 
son of Nethani'ah and the ten men with captive from Mizpah turned about and 
him rose up and struck down Gedali'ah came back, and went to Joha'nan the 
the son of Ahi'kam, son of Shaphan, son of Kare'ah. 15 But Ish'mael the son 
with the sword, and killed him, whom of Nethani'ah escaped from Joha'nan 
the king of Babylon had appointed with eight men, and went to the Am
governor in the land. 3 Ish'mael also monites. 16 Then Joha'nan the son of 
slew all the Jews who were with Ged- Kare'ah and all the leaders of the forces 
ali'ah at Mizpah, and the Chalde'an with him took all the rest of the people 
soldiers who happened to be there. whom Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah 

4 On the day after the murder of had carried away captive' from Mizpah 
Gedali'ah, before any one knew of it, after he had slain Gedali'ah the son of 
5 eighty men arrived from Shechem Ahi'kam-soldiers, women, children, 
and Shiloh and Samar'ia, with their and eunuchs, whom Joha'nan brought 
beards shaved and their clothes torn, back from Gibeon. 17 And they went 
and their bodies gashed, bringing cereal and stayed at Geruth Chimham near 
offerings and incense to present at the Bethlehem, intending to go to Egypt 
temple of the LORD. 6And Ish'mael the 18 because of the Chalde'ans; for they 
son of Nethani'ah came out from Miz- were afraid of them, because Ish'mael 
pah to meet them, weeping as he came. the son ofNethani'ah had slain Gedali'
As he met them, he said to them, ah the son of Ahi'kam, whom the king 
"Come in to Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'- of Babylon had made governor over the 
kam." 7 When they came into the city, land. 

1 Gk: Heb ht! had slai11 bJ• rhc ha11d of Gcd.i/iJh s Cn: Heb whom he rtYt'l'l't0 rt·d fro"' Ishmael 
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42 Then all the commanders of the go to live there, 16 then the sword which 
forces, and Joha'nan the son of you fear shall overtake you there in the 

Kare'ah and Azari'aht the son of land of Egypt; and the famine of which 
Hoshai'ah, and all the people from the you are afraid shall follow hard after you 
least co the greatest, came near 2 and to Egypt; and there you shall die. 17 All 
said co Jeremiah the prophet, "Let our the men who set their faces to go to 
supplication come before you, and pray Egypt to live there shall die by the 
to the LORD your God for us, for all this sword, by famine, and by pestilence; 
remnant (for we are left but a few of they shall have no remnant or survivor 
many, as your eyes see us), J that the from the evil which I will bring upon 
LORD your God may show us the way them. 
we should go, and the thing that we 18 "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 
should do." 4 Jeremiah the prophet said the God of Israel: As my anger and my 
to them, "I have heard you; behold, I wrath were poured out on the in
will pray to the LORD your God ac- habitants of Jerusalem, so my wrath will 
cording to your request, and whatever be poured out on you when you go to 
the LORD answers you I will tell you; I Egypt. You shall become an execration, 
will keep nothing back from you." a horror, a curse, and a taunt. You shall 
s Then they said to Jeremiah, "May the see this place no more. 19 The LORD has 
LORD be a true and faithful witness said to you, 0 remnant of Judah, 'Do 
against us if we do not act according to not go to Egypt.' Know for a certainty 
all the word with which the LORD your that I have warned you this day 20 that 
God sends you to us. 6 Whether it is you have gone astray at the cost of your 
good or evil, we will obey the voice of lives. For you sent me to the LORD your 
the LORD our God to whom we are God, saying, 'Pray for us to the LORD 
sending you, that it may be well with us our God, and whatever the LORD our 
when we obey the voice of the LORD God says declare to us and we will do 
our God." it.' 21And I have this day declared it to 

7 At the end of ten days the word of you, but you have not obeyed the voice 
the LORD came to Jeremiah. 8 Then he of the LORD your God in anything that 
summoned Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah he sent me to tell you. 22 Now therefore 
and all the commanders of the forces know for a certainty that you shall die 
who were with him, and all the people by the sword, by famine, and by pesti
from the least to the greatest, 9 and Lenee in the place where you desire to go 
said to them, "Thus says the LORD, the to live." 
God of Israel, to whom you sent me to 43 When Jeremiah finished speak
present your supplication before him: ing to all the people all these 
10 If you will remain in this land, then I words of the LORD their God, with 
will build you up and not pull you which the LORD their God had sent him 
down; I will plant you, and not pluck to them, 2Azari'ah the son of Hoshai'ah 
you up; for I repent of the evil which I and Joha'nan the son of Kare' ah and 
did to you. 11 Do not fear the king of all the insolent men said to Jeremiah, 
Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do not "You are telling a lie. The LORD our 
fear him, says the LORD, for I am with God did not send you to say, 'Do not 
you, to save you and to deliver you go to Egypt to live there'; 3 but Baruch 
from his hand. 12 I will grant you mercy, the son of Neri'ah has set you against 
that he may have mercy on you and let us, to deliver us into the hand of the 
you remain in your own land. 13 But Chalde'ans, that they may kill us or 
if you say, 'We will not remain in this cake us into exile in Babylon." 4 So 
land,' disobeying the voice of the LORD Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah and all the 
your God 14 and saying, 'No, we will go commanders of the forces and all the 
to the land of Egypt, where we shall not people did not obey the voice of the 
see war, or hear the sound of the trum- LORD, to remain in the land of Judah. 
pet, or be hungry for bread, and we will s But Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah and 
dwell there,' 15 then hear the word of the all the commanders of the forces took 
LoRD, 0 remnant of Judah. Thus says all the remnant of Judah who had re
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: turned to live in the land of Judah from 
If you set your faces to enter Egypt and all the nations to which they had been 
f Gk: Heb Jezani.ah 
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driven-6 the men, the women, the hate!' s But they did not listen or incline 
children, the princesses, and every their ear, to turn from their wickedness 
person whom Nebu'zarad'an the cap- and burn no incense to other gods. 
tain of the guard had left with Gedali'ah 6 Therefore my wrath and my anger 
the son of Ahi'kam, son of Shaphan; were poured forth and kindled in the 
also Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch cities of Judah and in the streets of 
the son ofNeri'ah. 7And they came into Jerusalem; and they became a waste 
the land of Egypt, for they did not obey and a desolation, as at this day. 7 And 
the voice of the LORD. And they arrived now thus says the LORD God of hosts, 
at Tah'panhes. the God of Israel: Why do you commit 

8 Then the word of the LORD came this great evil against yourselves, to cut 
to Jeremiah in Tah'panhes: 9 "Take off from you man and woman, infant 
in your hands large stones, and hide and child, from the midst of Judah, 
them in the mortar in the pavement leaving you no remnant? 8 Why do you 
which is at the entrance to Pharaoh's provoke me to anger with the works of 
palace in Tah'panhes, in the sight of your hands, burning incense to other 
the men of Judah, 10 and say to them, gods in the land of Egypt where you 
'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God have come to live, that you may be cut 
of Israel: Behold, I will send and take off and become a curse and a taunt 
Nebuchadrez'zar the king of Babylon, among all the nations of the earth? 
my servant, and he 11 will set his throne 9 Have you forgotten the wickedness of 
above these stones which I have hid, your fathers, the wickedness of the kings 
and he will spread his royal canopy over of Judah, the wickedness of their" 
them. 11 He shall come and smite the wives, your own wickedness, and the 
land of Egypt, giving to the pestilence wickedness of your wives, which they 
those who are doomed to the pestilence, committed in the land of Judah and in 
to captivity those who are doomed to the streets of Jerusalem? 10 They have 
captivity, and to the sword those who not humbled themselves even to this 
are doomed to the sword. 12 He'" shall day, nor have they feared, nor walked in 
kindle a fire in the temples of the gods my law and my statutes which I set 
of Egypt; and he shall bum them and before you and before your fathers. 
carry them away captive; and he shall 11 "Therefore thus says the LORD of 
clean the land of Egypt, as a shepherd hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will 
cleans his cloak of vermin; and he shall set my face against you for evil, to cut 
go away from there in peace. 13 He shall off all Judah. 12 I will take the remnant 
break the obelisks of Heliop'olis which of Judah who have set their faces to 
is in the land of Egypt; and the temples come to the land of Egypt to live, and 
of the gods of Egypt he shall bum with they shall all be consumed; in the land 
fire.' " of Egypt they shall fall; by the sword 

44 The word that came to Jeremiah 
concerning all the Jews that dwelt 

in the land of Egypt, at Migdal, at 
Tah'panhes, at Memphis, and in the 
land of Pathros, 2 "Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: You have 
seen all the evil that I brought upon 
Jerusalem and upon all the cities of 
Judah. Behold, this day they are a deso
lation, and no one dwells in them, 3 be
cause of the wickedness which they 
committed, provoking me to anger, in 
that they went to burn incense and 
serve other gods that they knew not, 
neither they, nor you, nor your fathers. 
4 Yet I persistently sent to you all my 
servants the prophets, saying, 'Oh, do 
not do this abominable thing that I 
" Gk Syr: Heb I 1

' Gk Syr Vg: Heb I "' Heb his 

and by famine they shall be consumed; 
from the least to the greatest, they shall 
die by the sword and by famine; and 
they shall become an execration, a 
horror, a curse, and a taunt. 13 I will 
pW1ish those who dwell in the land of 
Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, 
with the sword, with famine, and with 
pestilence, t4 so that none of the rem
nant of Judah who have come to live in 
the land of Egypt shall escape or survive 
or return to the land of Judah, to which 
they desire to return to dwell there; for 
they shall not return, except some 
fugitives." 

15 Then all the men who knew that 
their wives had offered incense to other 
gods, and all the women who stood by, 
a great assembly, all the people who 
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dwelt in Pathros in the land of Egypt, of Egypt: Behold, I have sworn by my 
answered Jeremiah: 16 "As for the word great name, says the LORD, that my 
which you have spoken to us in the name shall no more be invoked by the 
name of the LoRD, we will not listen to mourh of any man of Judah in all the 
you. 11 But we will do everything that land of Egypt, saying, 'As the Lord 
we have vowed, bum incense to the Goo lives.' 27 Behold, I am watching 
queen of heaven and pour out libations over them for evil and not for good; all 
to her, as we did, both we and our the men of Judah who are in the land of 
fathers, our kings and our princes, in Egypt shall be consumed by the sword 
the cities of Judah and in the streets of and by famine, until there is an end of 
Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of them. 28And those who escape the 
food, and prospered, and saw no evil. sword shall return from the land of 
1s But since we left off burning incense Egypt to the land of Judah, few in 
to the queen of heaven and pouring out number; and all the remnant of Judah, 
libations to her, we have lacked every- who came to the land of Egypt to live, 
thing and have been consumed by the shall know whose word will stand, mine 
sword and by famine." 19And the or theirs. 29 This shall be the sign to 
women said,' "When we burned in- you, says the LORD, that I will punish 
cense to the queen of heaven and you in this place, in order that you may 
poured out libations to her, was it with- knO'N that my words will surely stand 
out our husbands' approval that we against you for evil: 30 Thus says the 
made cakes for her bearing her image LORD, Behold, I will give Pharaoh 
and poured out libations to her?" Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of 

20 Then Jeremiah said to all the his enemies and into the hand of those 
people, men and women, all the people who seek his life, as I gave Zedeki'ah 
who had given him this answer: 21 "As king of Judah into the hand of Nebu
for the incense that you burned in the chadrez'zar king of Babylon, who was 
cities of Judah and in the streets of his enemy and sought his life." 
Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your 
kings and your princes, and the people 
of the land, did not the LORD remember 
it?·'' Did it not come into his mind? 
22 The LoRD could no longer bear your 
evil doings and the abominations which 
you committed; therefore your land has 
become a desolation and a waste and a 
curse, without inhabitant, as it is this 
day. 23 It is because you burned incense, 
and because you sinned against the 
LORD and did not obey the voice of the 
LORD or walk in his law and in his 
statutes and in his testimonies, that this 
evil has befallen you, as at this day." 

24 Jeremiah said to all the people and 
all the women, "Hear the word of the 
LORD, all you of Judah who are in the 
land of Egypt, 25 Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: You and your 
wives have declared with your mouths, 
and have fulfilled it with your hands, 
saying, 'We will surely perform our 
vows that we have made, to bum in
cense to the queen of heaven and to 
pour out libations to her.' Then con
firm your vows and perform your vows! 
2° Therefore hear the word of the LORD, 
all you of Judah who dwell in the land 

45 The word that Jeremiah the 
prophet spoke to Baruch the son 

of Neri'ah, when he wrote these words 
in a book at the dictation of Jeremiah, 
in the fourth year of Jehoi'akim the son 
of Josi'ah, king of Judah: 2 "Thus says 
the LORD, the God of Israel, to you, 0 
Baruch: 3 You said, 'Woe is me! for the 
LORD has added sorrow to my pain; I 
am weary with my groaning, and I find 
no rest.' 4 Thus shall you say to him, 
Thus says the LORD: Behold, what I 
have built I am breaking down, and 
what 1 have planted I am plucking up-
that is, the whole land. 5And do you 
seek great things for yourself? Seek 
them not; for, behold, I am bringing 
evil upon all flesh, says the LORD; but I 
will give you your life as a prize of war 
in all places to which you may go.'' 

46 The word of the LORD which 
came to Jeremiah the prophet 

concerning the nations. 
2 About Egypt. Concerning the army 

of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, which 
was by the river Eu-phra'tcs at Car' -
chemish and which Nebuchadrez'zar 

r Compare Syr: Heb lacks And thl! women said Y Syr: Heb them 
48: Is 19; Ezck 29-12; Zech 14.18-19. 
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for warrior has stumbled against 

warrior; 
king of Babylon defeated in the fourth 
year of Jehoi'akim the son of Josi'ah, 
king of Judah : 
3 "Prepare buckler and shield, 

and advance for battle! 
4 Harness the horses ; 

mount, 0 horsemen! 
Take your stations with your he!-

mets, 
polish your spears, 
put on your coats of mail! 

s Why have I seen it? 
They are dismayed 

and have turned backward. 
Their warriors are beaten down, 

and have fled in haste; 
they look not back-

terror on every side! 
says the LORD. 

6 The swift cannot flee away, 
nor the warrior escape; 

in the north by the river Eu-phra'tes 
they have stumbled and fallen. 

7 "Who is this, rising like the Nile, 
like rivers whose waters surge? 

8 Egypt rises like the Nile, 
like rivers whose waters surge. 

He said, I will rise, I will cover the 
earth, 

I will destroy cities and their in
habitants. 

9 Advance, 0 horses, 
and rage, 0 chariots ! 

Let the warriors go forth : 
men of Ethiopia and Put who 

handle the shield, 
men of Lud, skilled in handling 

the bow. 
Io That day is the day of the Lord Goo 

of hosts, 
a day of vengeance, 
to avenge himself on his foes. 

The sword shall devour and be sated, 
and drink its fill of their blood. 

For the Lord Goo of hosts holds a 
sacrifice 

in the north country by the river 
Eu-phra'tes. 

11 Go up to Gilead, and take balm, 
0 virgin daughter of Egypt! 

In vain you have used many medi
cines; 

there is no healing for you. 
12 The nations have heard of your 

shame, 
and the earth is full of your cry; 

they have both fallen together." 

13 The word which the LORD spoke 
to Jeremiah the prophet about the com
ing of Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon 
to smite the land of Egypt: 
14 "Declare in Egypt, and proclaim in 

Migdol; 
proclaim in Memphis and Tah' -

panhes; 
Say, 'Stand ready and be prepared, 

for the sword shall devour round 
about you.' 

is Why has Apis fled?' 
Why did not your bull stand? 
Because the LORD thrust him 

down. 
16 Your multitude stumbled" and fell, 

and they said one to another, -
'Arise, and let us go back to our own 

people 
and to the land of our birth, 
because of the sword of the op

pressor.' 
17 Call the name of Pharaoh, king or 

Egypt, 
'Noisy one who lets the hour go 

by.' 

18 "As I live, says the King, 
whose name is the LORD of host,. 

like Tabor among the mountains, 
and like Carmel by the sea, shall 

one come. 
19 Prepare yourselves baggage for exile. 

0 inhabitants of Egypt! 
For Memphis shall become a waste, 

a ruin, without inhabitant. 

20 "A beautiful heifer is Egypt, 
but a gadfly from the north ha, 

come upon her. 
21 Even her hired soldiers in her midst 

are like fatted calves; 
yea, they have turned and fled to

gether, 
they did not stand; 

for the day of their calamity has come 
upon them, 

the time of their pmushmenc. 

22 "She makes a sound like a serpent 
gliding away; 

for her enemies march in force, 
and come against her with axes, 

.: Gk: Heb Why was it swept away " Gk: Heb He made many stumble 
46.5: Ps 3LJ3; )er 6.25; 20.3, JO; 49.29. 
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like those who fell trees. 

23 They shall cut down her forest, 
says the LORD, 

though it is impenetrable, 
because they are more numerous than 

locusts; 
they are without number. 

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be put to 
sh:une, 

she shall be delivered into the hand 
of a people from the north." 

25 The LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel, said: "Behold, I :un bringing 
punishment upon Amon of Thebes, and 
Pharaoh, and Egypt and her gods and 
her kings, upon Pharaoh and those who 
trust in him. 26 I will deliver them into 
the hand of those who seek their life, 
into the hand of Nebuchadrez'zar king 
of Babylon and his officers. Afterward 
Egypt shall be inhabited as in the days 
of old, says the LORD. 

27 "Bur fear nor, 0 Jacob my servant, 
nor be dismayed, 0 Israel; 

for lo, I will save you from afar, 
and your offspring from the land 

of their captivity. 
Jacob shall return and have quiet and 

ease, 
and none shall make him afraid. 

28 Fear nor, 0 Jacob my servant, 
says the LORD, 

for I :un with you. 
I will make a full end of all the nations 

to which I have driven you, 
bur of you I will nor make a full 

end. 
I will chasten you in just measure, 

and I will by no means leave you 
unpunished." 

47 The word of the LORD that 
c:une to Jeremiah the prophet 

concerning the Philistines, before Phar
aoh smote Gaza. 
2 "Thus says the LORD: 

Behold, waters are rising out of the 
north, 

and shall become an overflowing 
torrent; 

they shall overflow the land and all 
that fills it, 

the city and those who dwell in it. 
Men shall cry our, 

and every inhabitant of the land 
shall wail. 

3 At the noise of the st:unping of the 
hoofs of his stallions, 

at the rushing of his chariots, at 
the rumbling of their wheels, 

the fathers look nor back to their 
children, 

so feeble are their hands, 
4 because of the day that is coming to 

destroy 
all the Philistines, 

to cur off from Tyre and Sidon 
every helper that remains. 

For the LORD is destroying the 
Philistines, 

the remnant of the coastland of 
Caphtor. 

s Baldness has come upon Gaza, 
Ash'kelon has perished. 

0 remnant of the Anakim, v 
how long will you gash yourselves? 

6 Ah, sword of the LORD! 
How long rill you are quiet? 

Put yourself into your scabbard, 
rest and be still ! 

7 How can icr be quiet, 
when the LORD has given it a 

charge? 
Against Ash'kelon and against the 

seashore 
he has appointed it." 

48 Concerning Moab. 
Thus says the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel: 
"Woe to Nebo, for it is laid waste! 

Kiriarha'im is put to sh:une, it is 
taken; 

the fortress is put to sh:une and 
broken down ; 

2 the renown of Moab is no more. 
In Heshbon they planned evil against 

her: 
'Come, let us cur her off from being 

a nation!' 
You also, 0 Madmen, shall be 

brought to silence; 
the sword shall pursue you. 

3 "Hark! a cry from Horona'im, 
'Desolation and great destruc

tion!' 
4 Moab is destroyed; 

a cry is heard as far as Zo 'ar. <1 

s For at the ascent of Luhith 
11 Gk: Heh rluir v_tJlley '"Gk Vg: Heb you d Gk: Heb ha /iulc 011es 
47: b 14.29-31; Ezck 25.15-l?j Amos 1.6-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 
48: h 15-lb; 25.10-12; Ezck 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3; Zcph 2.8-11. 



JEREMIAH 48 712 Destruction of Moab 
and all who know his name; they go up weeping;' 

for at the descent of Horona'im 
they have heard the cryf of de

struction. 
° Flee! Save yourselves! 

Be like a wild ass'' in the desert! 
7 For, because you trusted in your 

strongholds" and your treasures, 
you also shall be taken; 

and Chemosh shall go forth into exile, 
with his priests and his princes. 

8 The destroyer shall come upon every 
city, 

and no city shall escape; 
the valley shall perish, 

and the plain shall be destroyed, 
as the LORD has spoken. 

<J "Give wings to Moab, 
for she would fly away; 

her cities shall become a desolation, 
with no inhabitant in them. 

10 "Cursed is he who does the work 
of the LORD with slackness; and cursed 
is he who keeps back his sword from 
bloodshed. 

11 "Moab has been at ease from his 
youth 

and has settled on his lees; 
he has not been emptied from vessel 

to vessel, 
nor has he gone into exile; 

so his taste remains in him, 
and his scent is not changed. 

12 "Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, when I shall 
send to him tilters who will tilt him, 
and empty his vessels, and break his1 

jars in pieces. 1.1 Then Moab shall be 
ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of 
Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their 
confidence. 

14 "How do you say, 'We are heroes 
and mighty men of war'? 

15 The destroyer of Moab and his cities 
has come up, 

and the choicest of his young men 
have gone down to slaughter, 

says the King, whose name is the 
LORD of hosts. 

16 The calamity of Moab is near at hand 
and his affliction hastens apace. 

17 Bemoan him, all you who are round 
about him, 

say, 'How the mighty scepter is 
broken, 

the glorious staff.' 

18 "Come down from your glory, 
and sit on the parched ground, 
0 inhabitant of Dibon ! 

For the destroyer of Moab has come 
up against you; 

he has destroyed your strong
holds. 

19 Stand by the way and watch, 
0 inhabitant of Aro'er ! 

Ask him who flees and her who 
escapes; 

say, 'What has happened?' 
20 Moab is put to shame, for 

broken; 
wail and cry! 

Tell it by the Amon, 
that Moab is laid waste. 

it IS 

21 "Judgment has come upon the 
tableland, upon Holon, and Jahzah, 
and Meph'a-ath, 22 and Dibon, and 
Nebo, and Beth-diblatha'im, 2.1 anJ 
Kiriatha'im, and Beth-ga'mul, and 
Beth-me' on, 24 and Ker'i-oth, and Boz
rah, and all the cities of the land of 
Moab, far and near. 25 The horn of 
Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, 
says the LORD. 

26 "Make him drunk, because he 
magnified himself against the LORD: 
so that Moab shall wallow in his vomit. 
and he too shall be held in derision. 
27 Was not Israel a derision to you' Was 
he found among thieves, that whenever 
you spoke of him you wagged your 
head? 

28 "Leave the cities, and dwell in the 
rock, 

0 inhabitants of Moab! 
Be like the dove that nests 

in the sides of the mouth of a 
gorge. 

29 We have heard of the pride of 
Moab--

he is very proud-
of his loftiness, his pride, and his 

arrogance, 
and the haughtiness of his heart. 

30 I know his insolence, says the LORD: 
his boasts are false, 
his deeds are false. 
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31 Therefore I wail for Moab; 

I cry out for all Moab; 
for the men of Kir-he'res I mourn. 

32 More than for Jazer I weep for you, 
0 vine of Sibmah ! 

Your branches passed over the sea, 
reached as far as J azer ;J 

upon your summer fruits and your 
vintage 

the destroyer has fallen. 
33 Gladness and joy have been taken 

away 
from the fruitful land of Moab; 
have made the wine cease from 

the wine presses ; 
no one treads them with shouts of 

joy; 
the shouting is not the shout of joy. 

34 "Heshbon and Elea'leh cry out;k 
as far as J ahaz they utter their voice, 
from Zo'ar to Horona'im and Eg'lath
shelish'iyah. For the waters of Nimrim 
also have become desolate. 35And I will 
bring to an end in Moab, says the LORD, 
him who offers sacrifice in the high 
place and burns incense to his god. 
l6 Therefore my heart moans for Moab 
like a flute, and my heart moans like a 
flute for the men of Kir-he'res; there
fore the riches they gained have per
ished. 

37 "For every head is shaved and 
every beard cut off; upon all the hands 
are gashes, and on the loins is sack
cloth. 38 On all the housetops of Moab 
and in the squares there is nothing but 
lamentation; for I have broken Moab 
like a vessel for which no one cares, says 
the LORD. 39 How it is broken! How 
they wail! How Moab has turned his 
back in shame! So Moab has become a 
derision and a horror to all that are 
round about him." 
40 For thus says the LORD: 

"Behold, one shall fly swiftly like an 
eagle, 

and spread his wings against 
Moab; 

41 the cities shall be taken 
and the strongholds seized. 

The heart of the warriors of Moab 
shall be in that day 

because he magnified himself 
against the LORD. 

43 Terror, pit, and snare 
are before you, 0 inhabitant of 

Moab! 
says the LORD. 

44 He who flees from the terror 
shall fall into the pit, 

and he who climbs out of the pit 
shall be caught in the snare. 

For I will bring these things! upon 
Moab 

in the year of their punishment, 
says the LORD. 

45 "In the shadow of Heshbon 
fugitives stop without strength; 

for a fire has gone forth from Hesh
bon, 

a flame from the house of Sihon; 
it has destroyed the forehead of 

Moab, 
the crown of the sons of tumult. 

46 Woe to you, 0 Moab! 
The people of Chemosh is un

done; 
for your sons have been taken captive, 

and your daughters into captivity. 
47 Yet I will restore the fortunes of 

Moab 
in the latter days, says the LORD." 

Thus far is the judgment on Moab. 

49 Concerning the Ammonites. 
Thus says the LORD: 

"Has Israel no sons? 
Has he no heir? 

Why then has Milcom dispossessed 
Gad, 

and his people settled in its cities? 
2 Therefore, behold, the days are com

ing, 
says the LORD, 

when I will cause the battle cry to be 
heard 

against Rab bah of the Ammonites; 
it shall become a desolate mound, 

and its villages shall be burned with 
fire; 

then Israel shall dispossess those who 
dispossessed him, 

says the LORD. 

like the heart of a woman in her 3 "Wail, 0 Heshbon, for Ai is laid 
pangs; waste ! 

42 Moab shall be destroyed and be no Cry, O daughters of Rabbah ! 
longer a people, Gird yourselves with sackcloth, 

J Cn: Heb rhe sea of Jazer k Cn: Heb From the cry of Heshbon to Elealeh l Gk Syr: Heb co her 
49.1-8: Ezek 21.28-32; 25.1-7; Amos 1.13-15; Zeph 2.B-11. 
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and a messenger has been sent 

among the nations : 
lament, and run to and fro among 

the hedges! 
For Milcom shall go into exile, 

with his priests and his princes. 
~ Why do you boast of your valleys,"' 

0 faithless daughter, 
who trusted in her treasures, saying, 

'Who will come against me?' 
' Behold, I will bring terror upon you, 

says the Lord Goo of hosts, 
from all who are round about you, 

and you shall be driven out, every 
man straight before him, 

with none to gather the fugitives. 
6 But afterward I will restore the 

fortunes of the Ammonites, says the 
LORD." 

7 Concerning Edom. 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
"Is wisdom no more in Teman' 

Has counsel perished from the 
prudent? 

Has their wisdom vanished? 
8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, 

0 inhabitants of Dedan ! 
For I will bring the calamity of Esau 

upon him, 
the time when I punish him. 

'' If grape-gatherers came to you, 
would they not leave gleanings? 

If thieves came by night, 
would they not destroy only 

enough for themselves? 
Io But I have stripped Esau bare, 

I have uncovered his hiding 
places, 

and he is not able to conceal him
self. 

His children are destroyed, and his 
brothers, 

and his neighbors; and he is no 
more. 

11 Leave your fatherless children, I will 
keep them alive; 

and let your widows trust in me." 
12 For thus says the LORD: "If those 

who did not deserve to drink the cup 
must drink it, will you go unpunished? 
You shall not go unpunished, but you 
must drink. J.\ For I have sworn by my
self, says the LORD, that Bozrah shall 
become a horror, a taunt, a waste, and a 
curse; and all her cities shall be per
petual wastes." 
14 I have heard tidings from the LORD, 

"Gather yourselves together and 
come against her, 

and rise up for battle!" 
15 For behold, I will make you small 

among the nations, 
despised among men. 

16 The horror you inspire has de
ceived you, 

and the pride of your heart, 
you who live in the clefts of the 

rock, 11 

who hold the height ol the hill. 
Though you make your nest as high 

as the eagle's, 
I will bring you down from there, 

says the LORD. 
17 "Edom shall become a horror; 

every one who passes by it will be hor
rified and will hiss because of all its 
disasters. 18As when Sodom and Go
mor'rah and their neighbor cities were 
overthrown, says the LORD, no man 
shall dwell there, no man shall sojourn 
in her. 19 Behold, like a lion coming up 
from the jungle of the Jordan against a 
strong sheepfold, I will suddenly make 
them" run away from her; and I will 
appoint over her whomever I choose. 
For who is like me? Who will summon 
me? What shepherd can stand before 
me? 20 Therefore hear the plan which 
the LORD has made against Edom and 
the purposes which he has formed 
against the inhabitants of Teman: Even 
the little ones of the flock shall be 
dragged away; surely their fold shall be 
appalled at their fate. 21At the sound of 
their fall the earth shall tremble; the 
sound of their cry shall be heard at the 
Red Sea. 22 Behold, one shall mount up 
and fly swiftly like an eagle, and spread 
his wings against Bozrah, and the heart 
of the warriors of Edom shall be in that 
day like the heart of a woman in her 
pangs." 

2J Concerning Damascus. 
"Hamath and Arpad are confounded, 

for they have heard evil tidings; 
they melt in fear, they are troubled 

like the sea" 
which cannot be quiet. 

24 Damascus has become feeble, she 
turned to flee, 

m Heb <.·,t//,·\·1, 1'11111" o.·,i//1·1· (/enc' " Or ."·i.-la '1 Gk Svr: H1.•b )um I' l,n: Heb t}h·rl' is tn>llbll' 111 rlrl· sl·..i 
49.7-22: h 1-l;b3.l-6; Ezck 25.12-1,1; 35; Amos l.l.l-12; Obad; Mal l.2-5. 
49.23-27: h 17.1-1; Amos 1.)-5; Z1.·t·h cu 
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anguish and sorrows have taken hold 
of her, 

as of a woman in travail. 
25 How the famous city is forsaken,'' 

the joyful city! r 
26 Therefore her young men shall fall 

in her squares, 
and all her soldiers shall be de

stroyed in that day, 
says the LORD of hosts. 

27 And I will kindle a fire in the wall of 
Damascus, 

and it shall devour the strongholds 
of Ben-ha'dad." 

28 Concerning Kedar and the kingdoms 
of Hazor which Nebuchadrez'zar king 
of Babylon smote. 

Thus says the LORD: 
"Rise up, advance against Kedar ! 

Destroy the people of the east! 
n Their tents and their flocks shall be 

taken, 
their curtains and all their goods; 

their camels shall be borne away from 
them, 

and men shall cry to them: 'Terror 
on every side!' 

.io Flee, wander far away, dwell in the 
depths, 

0 inhabitants of Hazor ! 
says the LORD. 

For Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon 
has made a plan against you, 
and formed a purpose against you. 

31 "Rise up, advance against a nation at 
ease, 

that dwells securely, 
says the LORD, 

that has no gates or bars, 
that dwells alone. 

12 Their camels shall become booty, 
their herds of cattle a spoil. 

I will scatter to every wind 
those who cut the corners of their 

hair, 
and I will bring their calamity 

from every side of them, 
says the LORD . 

. B Hazor shall become a haunt of jackals, 
an everlasting waste; 

no man shall dwell there, 
no man shall sojourn in her." 

34 The word of the LORD that came 

to Jeremiah the prophet concerning 
Elam, in the beginning of the reign of 
Zedeki'ah king of Judah. 

35 Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
"Behold, I will break the bow of 
Elam, the mainstay of their might; 
36 and I will bring upon Elam the four 
winds from the four quarters of heaven; 
and I will scatter them to all those 
winds, and there shall be no nation to 
which those driven out of Elam shall 
not come. 37 I will terrify Elam before 
their enemies, and before those who 
seek their life; I will bring evil upon 
them, my fierce anger, says the LORD. I 
will send the sword after them, until I 
have consumed them; 38 and I will set 
my throne in Elam, and destroy their 
king and princes, says the LORD. 

39 "But in the latter days I will re
store the fortunes of Elam, says the 
LORD." 

50 The word which the LORD 
spoke concerning Babylon, con

cerning the land of the Chalde'ans, by 
Jeremiah the prophet: 

2 "Declare among the nations and 
proclaim, 

set up a banner and proclaim, 
conceal it not, and say: 

'Babylon is taken, 
Bel is put to shame, 
Mer'odach is dismayed. 

Her images are put to shame, 
her idols are dismayed.' 

3 "For out of the north a nation has 
come up against her, which shall make 
her land a desolation, and none shall 
dwell in it; both man and beast shall 
flee away. 

4 "In those days and in that time, 
says the LORD, the people of Israel and 
the people of Judah shall come to
gether, weeping as they come; and they 
shall seek the LORD their God. s They 
shall ask the way to Zion, with faces 
turned toward it, saying, 'Come, let us 
join ourselves to the LORD in an ever
lasting covenant which will never be 
forgotten.' 

6 "My people have been lost sheep; 
their shepherds have led them astray, 
turning them away on the mountains; 
from mountain to hill they have gone, 

fJ Vg: Heb not forsaken 'Syr Vg Tg: Heb city of my joy 
49.29: p, 31.13; )er 6.25; 20.3, 10; 46.5. 50-51: Is 13.1-14.23; 47; Hab 1-2. 
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every one shall tum to his own 

people, 
they have forgotten their fold. 7All who 
found them have devoured them, and 
their enemies have said, 'We are not 
guilty, for they have sinned against the 
LORD, their true habitation, the LORD, 
the hope of their fathers.' 

8 "Flee from the midst of Babylon, 
and go out of the land of the Chalde'ans, 
and be as he-goats before the flock. 
9 For behold, I am stirring up and 
bringing against Babylon a company of 
great nations, from the north country; 
and they shall array themselves against 
her; from there she shall be taken. Their 
arrows are like a skilled warrior who 
does not return empty-handed. 10 Chal
de'a shall be plundered; all who plunder 
her shall be sated, says the LORD. 

11 "Though you rejoice, though you 
exult, 

0 plunderers of my heritage, 
though you are wanton as a heifer at 

grass, 
and neigh like stallions, 

12 your mother shall be utterly shamed, 
and she who bore you shall be dis

graced. 
Lo, she shall be the last of the na

tions, 
a wilderness dry and desert. 

13 Because of the wrath of the LORD 
she shall not be inhabited, 

but shall be an utter desolation; 
every one who passes by Babylon 

shall be appalled, 
and hiss because of all her wounds. 

14 Set yourselves in array against Baby
lon round about, 

all you that bend the bow; 
shoot at her, spare no arrows, 

for she has sinned against the 
LORD. 

is Raise a shout against her round 
about, 

she has surrendered; 
her bulwarks have fallen, 

her walls are thrown down. 
For this is the vengeance of the 

LORD: 
take vengeance on her, 
do to her as she has done. 

16 Cut off from Babylon the sower, 
and the one who handles the 

sickle in time of harvest; 
because of the sword of the oppressor, 

" Or Double Rebellion t Or PuTJishmem 
50.8: Jer 51.6, 9, 45; 2 Cor 6.17; Rev 18.4. 

and every one shall flee to his own 
land. 

17 "Israel is a hunted sheep driven 
away by lions. First the king of Assyria 
devoured him, and now at last Nebu
chadrez'zar king of Babylon has gnawed 
his bones. 18 Therefore, thus says the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel . 
Behold, I am bringing punishment on 
the king of Babylon and his land, as I 
punished the king of Assyria. 19 I will 
restore Israel to his pasture, and he shall 
feed on Carmel and in Bashan, and his 
desire shall be satisfied on the hills of 
E'phraim and in Gilead. 20 In those 
days and in that time, says the LORD, 
iniquity shall be sought in Israel, and 
there shall be none; and sin in Judah, 
and none shall be found; for I will 
pardon those whom I leave as a rem
nant. 

21 "Go up against the land of Mera
tha'im,-' 

and against the inhabitants or 
Pekod.' 

Slay, and utterly destroy after them. 
says the LoRn. 

and do all that I have commanded 
you. 

22 The noise of battle is in the land, 
and great destruction' 

23 How the hammer of the whole earth 
is cut down and broken ! 

How Babylon has become 
a horror among the nations! 

24 I set a snare for you and you were 
taken, 0 Babylon, 

and you did not know it; 
you were found and caught, 

because you strove against the 
LORD. 

25 The LORD has opened his armory, 
and brought out the weapons of 

his wrath, 
for the Lord Goo of hosts has a work 

to do 
in the land of the Chalde'ans. 

26 Come against her from every quarter: 
open her granaries ; 

pile her up like heaps of grain, and 
destroy her utterly; 

let nothing be left of her. 
21 Slay all her bulls, 
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let them go down to the slaughter. 

Woe to them, for their day has 
come, 

the time of their punishment. 

28 "Hark! they flee and escape from 
the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion 
the vengeance of the LORD our God, 
vengeance for his temple. 

29 "Summon archers against Baby
lon, all those who bend the bow. En
camp round about her; let no one 
escape. Requite her according to her 
deeds, do to her according to all that she 
has done; for she has proudly defied the 
LORD, the Holy One of Israel. JO There
fore her young men shall fall in her 
squares, and all her soldiers shall be 
destroyed on that day, says the LORD. 

. 11 "Behold, I am against you, 0 proud 
one, 

says the Lord Goo of hosts; 
for your day has come, 

the time when I will punish you . 
.12 The proud one shall stumble and 

fall, 
with none to raise him up, 

and I will kindle a fire in his cities, 
and it will devour all that is round 

about him. 

11 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
The people of Israel are oppressed, and 
the people of Judah with them; all who 
took them captive have held them fast, 
they refuse to let them go. 34 Their Re
deemer is strong; the Lo RD of hosts is 
his name. He will surely plead their 
cau5e, that he may give rest to the earth, 
but unrest to the inhabitants of Baby
lon. 

Jo "A sword upon the Chalde'ans, says 
the LORD, 

and upon the inhabitants of Baby
lon, 

and upon her princes and her wise 
men! 

.\6 A sword upon the diviners, 
that they may become fools! 

A sword upon her warriors, 
that they may be destroyed ! 

17 A sword upon her horses and upon 
her chariots, 

and upon all the foreign troops m 
her midst, 

that they may become women! 

A sword upon all her treasures, 
that they may be plundered! 

.\8 A drought upon her waters, 
that they may be dried up! 

For it is a land of images, 
and they are mad over idols. 

19 "Therefore wild beasts shall dwell 
with hyenas in Babylon, and ostriche5 
shall dwell in her; she shall be peopled 
no more for ever, nor inhabited for all 
generations. 40As when God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomor'rah and their neigh
bor cities, says the LORD, so no man 
shall dwell there, and no son of man 
shall sojourn in her. 

41 "Behold, a people comes from the 
north; 

a mighty nation and many kings 
are stirring from the farthest parts 

of the earth . 
42 They Jay hold of bow and spear; 

they are cruel, and have no mercy. 
The sound of them is like the roaring 

of the sea; 
they ride upon horses, 

arrayed as a man for battle 
against you, 0 daughter of Baby

lon! 

4.1 "The king of Babylon heard the 
port of them, 

and his hands fell helpless; 
anguish seized him, 

pain as of a woman in travail. 

re-

44 "Behold, like a lion coming up 
from the jungle of the Jordan against a 
strong sheepfold, I will suddenly make 
them run away from her; and I will 
appoint over her whomever I choose. 
For who is like me? Who will summon 
me? What shepherd can stand before 
me? 45 Therefore hear the plan which 
the LORD has made against Babylon, 
and the purposes which he has formed 
against the land of the Chalde'ans: 
Surely the little ones of their flock shall 
be dragged away; surely their fold shall 
be appalled at their fate. 46At the sound 
of the capture of Babylon the earth 
shall tremble, and her cry shall be 
heard among the nations." 

51 Thus says the LORD: 
"Behold, I will stir up the spirit 

of a destroyer 
against Babylon, 
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against the inhabitants of Chai- The LORD has stirred up the spirit of 

de'a;" the kings of the Medes, because his 
2 and I will send to Babylon win- purpose concerning Babylon is to de-

nowers, stroy it, for that is the vengeance of the 
and they shall winnow her, LORD, the vengeance for his temple. 

and they shall empty her land, 12 Set up a standard against the walls of 
when they come against her from Babylon; 

every side make the watch strong; 
on the day of trouble. set up watchmen; 

3 Let not the archer bend his bow, prepare the ambushes; 
and let him not stand up in his for the LORD has both planned and 

coat of mail. done 
Spare not her young men; what he spoke concerning the in-

unerly destroy all her host. habitants of Babylon. 
4 They shall fall down slain in the land n 0 you who dwell by many waters, 

of the Chalde'ans, rich in treasures, 
and wounded in her streets. your end has come, 

s For Israel and Judah have not been the thread of your life is cut. 
forsaken 14 The LORD of hosts has sworn by 

by their God, the LORD of hosts; himself: 
but the land of the Chalde'ans v is Surely I will fill you with men, as 

full of guilt many as locusts, 
against the Holy One of Israel. and they shall raise the shout uf 

6 "Flee from the midst of Babylon, 
let every man save his life! 

Be not cut off in her punishment, 
for this is the time of the LORD's 

vengeance, 
the requital he is rendering her. 

7 Babylon was a golden cup in the 
LORD'S hand, 

making all the earth drunken; 
the nations drank of her wine, 

therefore the nations went mad. 
8 Suddenly Babylon has fallen and 

been broken; 
wail for her ! 

Take balm for her pain; 
perhaps she may be healed. 

9 We would have healed Babylon, 
but she was not healed. 

Forsake her, and let us go 
each to his own country; 

for her judgment has reached up to 
heaven 

and has been lifted up even to the 
skies. 

JO The LORD has brought forth our 
vindication; 

come, let us declare in Zion 
the work of the LORD our God. 

11 "Sharpen the arrows! 
Take up the shields! 

11 Heb Leb-qamai, a cipher for Chaldea 1' Heb chcir Ja11d 
51.6, 9, 45: Jcr 50.8; 2 Cor 6.17; Ri:v 18.4. 
51.7-8: Jcr 25.15; Rev 14.8, IO; 16.19; 17.4; 18.3. 
51.13: Rev 17.1. 

victory over you. 

IS "It is he who made the earth by his 
power, 

who established the world by his 
wisdom, 

and by his understanding 
stretched out the heavens. 

16 When he utters his voice there is a 
tumult of waters in the heavens, 

and he makes the mist rise from 
the ends of the earth. 

He makes lightnings for the rain, 
and he brings forth the wind from 

his storehouses. 
17 Every man is stupid and without 

knowledge; 
every goldsmith is put to shame by 

his idols; 
for his images are false, 

and there is no breath in them. 
18 They are worthless, a work of delu

sion; 
at the time of their punishment 

they shall perish. 
19 Not like these is he who is the portion 

of Jacob, 
for he is the one who formed all 

things, 
and Israel is the tribe of his inherit

ance· 
the Low of hosts is his name. 
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20 "You are my hanuner and weapon of 

war: 
with you I break nations in pieces; 

with you I destroy kingdoms; 
21 with you I break in pieces the horse 

and his rider; 
with you I break in pieces the 

chariot and the charioteer ; 
22 with you I break in pieces man and 

woman; 

23 

with you I break in pieces the old 
man and the youth; 

wiLh you I break in pieces the young 
man and the maiden; 

with you I break in pieces the 
shepherd and his flock; 

with you I break in pieces the farmer 
and his team; 

with you I break in pieces gov
ernors and commanders. 

24 "I will requite Babylon and all the 
inhabitants of Chalde'a before your very 
eyes for all the evil that they have done 
in Zion, says the LORD. 

25 "Behold, I am against you, 0 de
stroying mountain, 

says the LORD, 
which destroys the whole earth; 
will stretch out my hand against 

you, 
and roll you down from the crags, 
and make you a burnt mountain. 

26 No stone shall be ta.ken from you for 
a corner 

and no stone for a foundation, 
but you shall be a perpetual waste, 

says the LoRD. 

27 "Set up a standard on the earth, 
blow the trumpet among the na

tions; 
prepare the nations for war against 

her, 
summon against her the king

doms, 
Ararat, Minni, and Ash'kenaz; 

appoint a marshal against her, 
bring up horses like bristling 

locusts. 
28 Prepare the nations for war against 

her, 
the kings of the Medes, with their 

governors and deputies, 
and every land under their do

minion. 
29 The land trembles and writhes in 

pain, 

for the LoRD's purposes against 
Babylon stand, 

to make the land of Babylon a desola
tion, 

without inhabitant. 
30 The warriors of Babylon have ceased 

fighting, 
they remain in their strongholds; 

their strength has failed, 
they have become women; 

her dwellings are on fire, 
her bars are broken. 

31 One runner runs to meet another, 
and one messenger to meet an

other, 
to tell the king of Babylon 

that his city is ta.ken on every side; 
32 the fords have been seized, 

the bulwarks are burned with fire, 
and the soldiers are in panic. 

33 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: 

The daughter of Babylon is like a 
threshing floor 

at the time when it is trodden; 
yet a little while 

and the time of her harvest will 
come.'' 

34 "Nebuchadrez'zar the king of Baby
lon has devoured me, 

he has crushed me; 
he has made me an empty vessel, 

he has swallowed me like a mon
ster; 

he has filled his belly with my delica
cies, 

he has rinsed me out. 
35 The violence done to me and to my 

kinsmen be upon Babylon," 
let the inhabitant of Zion say. 

"My blood be upon the inhabitants of 
Chalde'a," 

let Jerusalem say. 
36 Therefore thus says the LORD: 

"Behold, I will plead your cause 
and take vengeance for you. 

I will dry up her sea 
and make her fountain dry; 

37 and Babylon shall become a heap of 
ruins, 

the haunt of jackals, 
a horror and a hissing, 

without inhabitant. 

38 "They shall roar together like lions ; 
they shall growl like lions' whelps. 

39 While they are inflamed I will prepare 
them a feast 
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and make them drunk, till they 

swoon away /J.' 

and sleep a perpetual sleep 
and not wake, says the LORD. 

411 I will bring them down like lambs to 
the slaughter, 

like rams and he-goats. 

41 "How Babylon·' is taken, 
the praise of the whole earth seized! 

How Babylon has become 
a horror among the nations! 

42 The sea has come up on Babylon; 
she is covered with its tumultuous 

waves. 
4.\ Her cities have become a horror, 

a land of drought and a desert, 
a land in which no one dwells, 

and through which no son of man 
passes. 

44 And I will punish Bel in Babylon, 
and take out of his mouth what he 

has swallowed. 
The nations shall no longer flow to 

him· 
the wail of Babylon has fallen. 

45 "Go out of the midst of her, my 
people! 

Let every man save his life 
from the fierce anger of the LORD ! 

4ti Let not your heart faint, and be not 
fearful 

at the report heard in the land, 
when a report comes in one year 

and afterward a report in another 
year, 

and violence is in the land, 
and ruler is against ruler. 

47 "Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming 

when I will punish the images of 
Babylon; 

her whole land shall be put to shame, 
and all her slain shall fall in the 

midst of her. 
4H Then the heavens and the earth, 

and all that is in them, 
shall sing for joy over Babylon; 

for the destroyers shall come against 
them out of the north, 

says the LORD. 
49 Babylon must fall for the slain of 

Israel, 
as for Babylon have fallen the slain 

of all the earth. 

511 "You that have escaped from the 
sword, 

go, stand not still! 
Remember the LORD from afar, 

and let Jerusalem come into your 
mind: 

51 'We are put to shame, for we have 
heard reproach ; 

dishonor has covered our face, 
for aliens have come 

into the holy places of rhe LORD\ 
house.' 

52 "Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, 

when I will execute judgment 
upon her images, 

and through all her land 
the wounded shall groan. 

53 Though Babylon should mount up to 
heaven, 

and though she should fortify her 
strong height, 

yet destroyers would come from me 
upon her, 

says the LORD. 

54 "Hark! a cry from Babylon! 
The noise of great destruction from 

the land of the Chalde'ans ! 
55 For the LORD is laying Babylon waste, 

and stilling her mighty voice. 
Their waves roar like many waters, 

the noise of their voice is raised; 
56 for a destroyer has come upon her, 

upon Babylon; 
her warriors are taken, 

their bows are broken in pieces; 
for the LORD is a God of recompense, 

he will surely requite. 
57 I will make drunk her princes and her 

wise men, 
her governors, her commanders, 

and her warriors ; 
they shall sleep a perpetual sleep 

and not wake, 
says the King, whose name is the 

LORD of hosts. 

58 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
The broad wall of Babylon 

shall be leveled to the ground 
and her high gares 

shall be burned with fire. 
The peoples labor for nought, 

and the nations weary themselve' 
only for fire." 

w Gk Vg: Heb rejmei: 1 Heb Sheihach, a cipher for Babylon 
51.48: ls 44.23; Rev 12.12; 1820. 
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59 The word which Jeremiah the army was scattered from him. 9 Then 

prophet commanded Serai'ah the son they captured the king, and brought 
of Neri'ah, son of Mahsei'ah, when he him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah 
went with Zedeki'ah king of Judah to in the land of Hamath, and he passed 
Babylon, in the fourth year of his reign. sentence upon him. 10 The king of 
Serai'ah was the quartermaster. 60 Jere- Babylon slew the sons of Zedeki'ah be
miah wrote in a book all the evil that fore his eyes, and also slew all the 
should come upon Babylon, all these princes of Judah at Riblah. 11 He put 
words that are written concerning Baby- out the eyes of Zedeki'ah, and bound 
Ion, 61 And Jeremiah said to Serai'ah: him in fetters, and the king of Babylon 
"When you come to Babylon, see that took him to Babylon, and put him in 
you read all these words, 62 and say, 'O prison till the day of his death. 
LORD, thou hast said concerning this 12 In the fifth month, on the tenth 
place that thou wilt cut it off, so that day of the month-which was the nine
nothing .shall dwell in it, neither man teenth year of King Nebuchadrez'zar, 
nor beast, and it shall be desolate for king of Babylon-Nebu'zarad'an the 
ever.' 6J When you finish reading this captain of the bodyguard who served 
book, bind a stone to it, and cast it into the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem. 
the midst of the Eu-phra'tes, 64 and lJAnd he burned the house of the LORD, 
say, 'Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no and the king's house and all the houses 
more, because of the evil that I am of Jerusalem; every great house he 
bringing upon her.' "Y burned down. 14And all the army of the 

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah. Chalde'ans, who were with the captain 

52 Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years 
old when he became king; and he 

reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
mother's name was Hamu'tal the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2And 
he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, according to all that Jehoi'akim 
had done .. l Surely because of the anger 
of the LORD things came to such a pass 
in Jerusalem and Judah that he cast 
them out from his presence. 

And Zedeki'ah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 4And in the ninth year 
of his reign, in the tenth month, on the 
tenth day of the month, Nebuchadrez' -
zar king of Babylon came with all his 
army against Jerusalem, and they laid 
siege to it and built siegeworks against it 
round about. s So the city was besieged 
till the eleventh year of King Zedeki'ah. 
6 On the ninth day of the fourth month 
the famine was so severe in the city, that 
there was no food for the people of the 
land. 7 Then a breach was made in the 
city; and all the men of war fled and 
went out from the city by night by the 
way of a gate between the two walls, by 
the king's garden, while the Chalde'ans 
were round about the city. And they 
went in the direction of the Arabah. 
8 But the army of the Chalde'ans pur
sued the king, and overtook Zedeki'ah 
in the plains of Jericho; and all his 

of the guard, broke down all the walls 
round about Jerusalem. ISAnd Nebu'
zarad'an the captain of the guard carried 
away captive some of the poorest of the 
people and the rest of the people who 
were left in the city and the deserters 
who had deserted to the king of Baby
lon, together with the rest of the arti
sans. 16 But Nebu'zarad'an the captain 
of the guard left some of the poorest of 
the land to be vinedressers and plow
men. 

17 And the pillars of bronze that 
were in the house of the LORD, and the 
stands and the bronze sea that were in 
the house of the LORD, the Chalde'ans 
broke in pieces, and carried all the 
bronze to Babylon. IHAnd they took 
away the pots, and the shovels, and the 
snuffers, and the basins, and the dishes 
for incense, and all the vessels of bronze 
used in the temple service; 19 also the 
small bowls, and the firepans, and the 
basins, and the pots, and the lamp
stands, and the dishes for incense, and 
the bowls for libation. What was of gold 
the captain of the guard took away as 
gold, and what was of silver, as silver. 
20 As for the two pillars, the one sea, the 
twelve bronze bulls which were under 
the sea, z and the stands, which Solo
mon the king had made for the house of 
the LORD, the bronze of all these things 
was beyond weight. 2IAs for the pillars, 

!I Gk: Heb upon her. And they shall weary themselves z Heb lacks the tea 
51.83-84: Rev 18.21. 52: 2 Kings 24.18-25.30; 2 Chron 36.11-13. 
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the height of the one pillar was eighteen 
cubits, its circumference was twelve 
cubits, and its thickness was four 
fingers, and it was hollow. 22 Upon it 
was a capital of bronze; the height of 
the one capital was five cubits; a net
work and pomegranates, all of bronze, 
were upon the capital round about. And 
the second pillar had the like, with 
pomegranates. 23 There were ninety
six pomegranates on the sides; all the 
pomegranates were a hundred upon the 
network round about. 

24 And the captain of the guard took 
Serai'ah the chief priest, and Zephani'
ah the second priest, and the three 
keepers of the threshold; 25 and from 
the city he took an officer who had been 
in command of the men of war, and 
seven men of the king's council, who 
were found in the city; and the secretary 
of the commander of the army who 
mustered the people of the land; and 
sixty men of the people of the land, who 
were found in the midst of the city. 
26And Nebu'zarad'an the captain of the 
guard took them, and brought them to 
the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27And 
the king of Babylon smote them, and 
put them to death at Riblah in the land 
of Hamath. So Judah was carried cap
tive out of its land. 

28 This is the number of the people 
whom Nebuchadrez'zar carried away 
captive: in the seventh year, three thou
sand and twenty-three Jews; 29 in the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadrez'zar he 
carried away captive from Jerusalem 
eight hundred and thirty-two persons: 
30 in the twenty-third year of Nebu
chadrez'zar, Nebu'zarad'an the cap
tain of the guard carried away captive 
of the Jews seven hundred and 
forty-five persons; all the persons 
were four thousand and six hun
dred. 

31 And in the thirty-seventh year of 
the captivity of Jehoi'achin king of 
Judah, in the twelfth month, on the 
twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil
mero'dach king of Babylon, in the year 
that he became king, lifted up the head 
of Jehoi'achin king of Judah and 
brought him out of prison; 32 and he 
spoke kindly to him, and gave him a 
seat above the seats of the kings whC1 
were with him in Babylon. 33 So Jehoi'
achin put off his prison garments. And 
every day of his life he dined regular I y 
at the king's table; 34 as for his allow
ance, a regular allowance was given him 
by the king according to his daily need, 
until the day of his death as long as he 
lived. 

THE LAMENTATIONS 
OF JEREMIAH 

1 How lonely sits the city 
that was full of people! 

How like a widow has she become, 
she that was great among the na

tions! 
She that was a princess among the 

cities 
has become a vassal. 

2 She weeps bitterly in the night, 
tears on her cheeks; 

among all her lovers 
she has none to comfort her ; 

all her friends have dealt treacher
ously with her, 

they have become her enemies. 
a Gk Old Latin: Heb afflicted 

3 Judah has gone into exile because C1f 
affliction 

and hard servitude; 
she dwells now among the nations, 

but finds no resting place; 
her pursuers have all overtaken her 

in the midst of her distress. 

4 The roads to Zion mourn, 
for none come to the appointed 

feasts; 
all her gates are desolate, 

her priests groan; 
her maidens have been dragged 

away," 
and she herself suffers bitterly. 
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5 Her foes have become the head, 

her enemies prosper, 
because the LORD has made her 

suffer 
for the multitude of her trans-

gressions; 
her children have gone away, 

captives before the foe. 

6 From the daughter of Zion has de
parted 

all her majesty. 
Her princes have become like harts 

that find no pasture; 
they fled without strength 

before the pursuer. 

7 Jerusalem remembers 
in the days of her affliction and 

bittemessb 
all the precious things 

that were hers from days of old. 
When her people fell into the hand of 

the foe, 
and there was none to help her, 

the foe gloated over her, 
mocking at her downfall. 

R Jerusalem sinned grievously, 
therefore she became filthy; 

all who honored her despise her, 
for they have seen her naked

ness; 
yea, she herself groans, 

and turns her face away. 

Y Her uncleanness was in her skirts; 
she took no thought of her doom; 

therefore her fall is terrible, 
she has no comforter. 

"O LORD, behold my affliction, 
for the enemy has triumphed!" 

10 The enemy has stretched out his 
hands 

over all her precious things ; 
yea, she has seen the nations 

invade her sanctuary, 
those whom thou didst forbid 

to enter thy congregation. 

II All her people groan 
as they search for bread ; 

they trade their treasures for food 
to revive their strength. 

"Look, 0 LORD, and behold, 
for I am despised." 

12 "Is it nothing to you,•· all you who 
pass by? 

Look and see 
if there is any sorrow like my sorrow 

which was brought upon me, 
which the LORD inflicted 

on the day of his fierce anger. 

L1 "From on high he sent fire; 
into my bones" he made 

scend; 
he spread a net for my feet; 

he turned me back; 
he has left me stunned, 

faint all the day long. 

it de-

14 "My transgressions were bound•' into 
a yoke; 

by his hand they were fastened to
gether; 

they were set upon my neck; 
he caused my strength to fail; 

the Lord gave me into the hands 
of those whom I cannot with

stand. 

15 "The Lord flouted all my mighty 
men 

in the midst of me; 
he summoned an assembly against 

me 
to crush my young men; 

the Lord has trodden as in a wine 
press 

the virgin daughter of Judah. 

16 "For these things I weep; 
my eyes flow with tears; 

for a comforter is far from me, 
one to revive my courage; 

my children are desolate, 
for the enemy has prevailed." 

17 Zion stretches out her hands, 
but there is none to comfort her; 

the LORD has commanded against 
Jacob 

that his neighbors should be his 
foes; 

Jerusalem has become 
a filthy thing among them. 

IH "The LORD is in the right, 
for I have rebelled against his 

word; 
but hear, all you peoples, 

and behold my suffering; 
11 Co: Heb wandering "Heb uncertain '' Gk: Heb bones and 
' Cn : Heb uncertain 
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he has withdrawn from them his right 

hand 
my maidens and my young men 

have gone into captivity. 

19 "I called to my lovers 
but they deceived me; 

my priests and elders 
perished in the city, 

while they sought food 
to revive their strength. 

20 "Behold, 0 LORD, for I am m dis
tress, 

my soul is in tumult, 
my heart is wrung within me, 

because I have been very rebel
lious. 

In the street the sword ben:aves; 
in the house it is like death. 

21 "Hearf how I groan; 
there is none to comfort me. 

All my enemies have heard of my 
trouble; 

they are glad that thou hast done it. 
Bring thou• the day thou hast an

nounced, 
and let them be as I am. 

22 "Let all their evil doing come before 
thee; 

and deal with them 
as thou hast dealt with me 

because of all my transgressions; 
for my groans are many 

and my heart is faint." 

2 How the Lord in his anger 
has set the daughter of Zion under 

a cloud! 
He has cast down from heaven to 

earth 
the splendor of Israel; 

he has not remembered his foot
stool 

in the day of his anger. 

2 The Lord has destroyed without 
mercy 

all the habitations of Jacob; 
in his wrath he has broken down 

the strongholds of the daughter of 
Judah; 

he has brought down to the ground 
in dishonor 

the kingdom and its rulers. 

-1 He has cut down in fierce anger 
all the might of Israel; 

fGk Syr: Heb 1hey heard 9 Syr: Heb thou 111..Ht bro11gh1 

in the face of the enemy; 
he has burned like a flaming fire in 

Jacob, 
consuming all around. 

4 He has bent his bow like an enemy, 
with his right hand set like a foe; 

and he has slain all the pride of our 
eyes 

in the tent of the daughter of Zion; 
he has poured out his fury like fire. 

; The Lord has become like an enemy, 
he has destroyed Israel; 

he has destroyed all its palaces, 
laid in ruins its strongholds; 

and he has multiplied in the daughter 
of Judah 

mourning and lamentation. 

0 He has broken down his booth like 
that of a garden, 

laid in ruins the place of his ap
pointed feasts; 

the LORD has brought to an end in 
Zion 

appointed feast and sabbath, 
and in his fierce indignation has 

spurned 
king and priest. 

7 The Lord has scorned his altar, 
disowned his sanctuary; 

he has delivered into the hand of the 
enemy 

the walls of her palaces; 
a clamor was raised in the house of 

the LORD 
as on the day of an appointed 

feast. 

s The LORD determined to lay in 
ruins 

the wall of the daughter of Zion; 
he marked it off by the line; 

he restrained not his hand from 
destroying; 

he caused rampart and wall to la
ment, 

they languish together. 

9 Her gates have sunk into the ground ; 
he has ruined and broken her bars; 

her king and princes are among tht' 
nations; 

the law is no more, 
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and her prophets obtain 

725 LAMENTATIONS 3 

no vision from the LORD. 

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion 
sit on the ground in silence; 

they have cast dust on their heads 
and put on sackcloth; 

the maidens of Jerusalem 
have bowed their heads to the 

ground. 

11 My eyes are spent with weeping; 
my soul is in tumult; 

my heart is poured out in grief11 

because of the destruction of the 
daughter of my people, 

because infants and babes faint 
in the streets of the city. 

12 They cry to their mothers, 
"Where is bread and wine?" 

as they faint like wounded men 
in the streets of the city, 

as their life is poured out 
on their mothers' bosom. 

13 What can I say for you, to what com
pare you, 

0 daughter of Jerusalem? 
What can I liken to you, that I may 

comfort you, 
0 virgin daughter of Zion? 

For vast as the sea is your ruin; 
who can restore you? 

14 Your prophets have seen for you 
false and deceptive visions; 

they have not exposed your iniquity 
to restore your fortunes, 

but have seen for you oracles 
false and misleading. 

IS All who pass along the way 
clap their hands at you; 

they hiss and wag their heads 
at the daughter of Jerusalem; 

"Is this the city which was called 
the perfection of beauty, 
the joy of all the earth?" 

16 All your enemies 
rail against you; 

they hiss, they gnash their teeth, 
they cry: "We have destroyed 

her! 
Ah, this is the day we longed for; 

now we have it; we see it!" 
~ Heb to the grout1d 1 Cn: Heb Their hearr cn"ed 
J Cn: Heb 0 wall of 

17 The LORD has done what he pur
posed, 

has carried out his threat; 
as he ordained long ago, 

he has demolished without pity; 
he has made the enemy rejoice over 

you, 
and exalted the might of your foes. 

18 Cry aloudi to the Lord! 
Oi daughter of Zion ! 

Let tears stream down like a torrent 
day and night! 

Give yourself no rest, 
your eyes no respite! 

19 Arise, cry out in the night, 
at the beginning of the watches ! 

Pour out your heart like water 
before the presence of the Lord ! 

Lift your hands to him 
for the lives of your children, 

who faint for hunger 
at the head of every street. 

20 Look, 0 LORD, and see! 
With whom hast thou dealt 

thus? 
Should women eat their offspring, 

the children of their tender care? 
Should priest and prophet be slain 

in the sanctuary of the Lord? 

21 In the dust of the streets 
lie the young and the old ; 

my maidens and my young men 
have fallen by the sword ; 

in the day of thy anger thou hast slain 
them, 

slaughtering without mercy. 

22 Thou didst invite as to the day of an 
appointed feast 

my terrors on every side; 
and on the day of the anger of the 

LORD 
none escaped or survived; 

those whom I dandled and reared 
my enemy destroyed. 

3 I am the man who has seen affl.iction 
under the rod of his wrath ; 

2 he has driven and brought me 
into darkness without any light; 

J surely against me he turns his hand 
again and again the whole day 

long. 
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4 He has made my flesh and my 

waste away, 
skin 25 The LORD is good to those who wait 

for him, 
and broken my bones; 

5 he has besieged and enveloped me 
with bitterness and tribulation; 

6 he has made me dwell in darkness 
like the dead of long ago. 

7 He has walled me about so that 
cannot escape; 

he has put heavy chains on me; 
8 though I call and cry for help, 

he shuts out my prayer; 
9 he has blocked my ways with hewn 

stones, 
he has made my paths crooked. 

10 He is to me like a bear lying in wait, 
like a lion in hiding; 

11 he led me off my way and tore me 
to pieces; 

he has made me desolate; 
12 he bent his bow and set me 

as a mark for his arrow. 

u He drove into my heart 
the arrows of his quiver; 

14 I have become the laughingstock of 
all peoples, 

the burden of their songs all day 
long. 

15 He has filled me with bitterness, 
he has sated me with wormwood. 

lo He has made my teeth grind on 
gravel, 

and made me cower in ashes; 
11 my soul is bereft of peace, 

I have forgotten what happiness is; 
18 so I say, "Gone is my glory, 

and my expectation from the LORD." 

19 Remember my affliction and my 
bitterness/ 

the wormwood and the gall! 
20 My soul continually thinks of it 

and is bowed down within me. 
21 But this I call to mind, 

and therefore I have hope: 

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never 
ceases,1 

his mercies never come to an end ; 
23 they are new every morning; 

great is thy faithfulness. 
24 "The LORD is my portion," says my 

soul, 
"therefore I will hope in him." 

k Cn: Heb waT1deri"g I Syr Tg: Heb we are 1101 cut tJfr 

to the soul that seeks him. 
26 It is good that one should wait quietly 

for the salvation of the LORD. 
27 It is good for a man that he bear 

the yoke in his youth. 

28 Let him sit alone in silence 
when he has laid it on him ; 

29 let him put hi~ mouth in the dust
there may yet be hope; 

JO let him give his cheek to the 'miter, 
and be filled with insults. 

31 For the Lord will not 
cast off for ever, 

32 but, though he cause grief, he will 
have compassion 

according to the abWldance of his 
steadfast love; 

33 for he does not willingly afflict 
or grieve the sons of men. 

34 To crush Wlder foot 
all the prisoners of the earth, 

35 to tum aside the right of a man 
in the presence of the Most 

High, 
36 to subvert a man in his cause, 

the Lord does not approve. 

37 Who has commanded and it came to 
pass, 

unless the Lord has ordained it? 
38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most 

High 
that good and evil come? 

39 Why should a living man complain, 
a man, about the punishment of 

his sins? 

40 Let us test and examine our ways, 
and return to the LoRD ! 

41 Let us lift up our hearts and hands 
to God in heaven: 

42 "We have transgressed and rebelled. 
and thou hast not forgiven. 

43 "Thou hast wrapped thyself with 
anger and pursued us, 

slaying without pity; 
44 thou hast wrapped thyself with a 

cloud 
so that no prayer can pass through. 

45 Thou hast made us offscouring and 
refuse 

among the peoples. 
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46 "All our enemies 

727 LAMENTATIONS 4 

rail against us ; 
47 panic and pitfall have come upon us, 

devastation and destruction ; 
48 my eyes flow with rivers of tears 

because of the destruction of the 
daughter of my people. 

49 "My eyes will flow without ceasing, 
without respite, 

so until the LORD from heaven 
looks down and sees ; 

51 my eyes cause me grief 
at the fate of all the maidens of my 

city. 

52 "I have been hunted like a bird 
by those who were my enemies 

without cause; 
53 they flung me alive into the pit 

and cast stones on me; 
54 water closed over my head; 

I said, 'I am lost.' 

55 "I called on thy name, 0 LORD, 
from the depths of the pit; 

56 thou didst hear my plea, 'Do not 
close 

thine ear to my cry for help!''" 
57 Thou didst come near when I called 

on thee; 
thou didst say, 'Do not fear!' 

SK "Thou hast taken up my cause, 0 
Lord, 

thou hast redeemed my life. 
59 Thou hast seen the wrong done to 

me, 0 LORD; 
judge thou my cause. 

60 Thou hast seen all their vengeance, 
all their devices against me. 

61 "Thou hast heard their taunts, 0 
LORD, 

all their devices against me. 
62 The lips and thoughts of my assail

ants 
are against me all the day long. 

63 Behold their sitting and their rising; 
I am the burden of their songs. 

64 "Thou wilt requite theIP, 0 LORD, 
according to the work of their 

hands. 
65 Thou wilt give them dullness of 

heart; 
thy curse will be on them. 

66 Thou wilt pursue them in anger and 
destroy them 

from under thy heavens, 0 
LoRD."n 

4 How the gold has grown dim, 
how the pure gold is changed! 

The holy stones lie scattered 
at the head of every street. 

2 The precious sons of Zion, 
worth their weight in fine gold, 

how they are reckoned as eanhen 
pots, 

the work of a potter's hands! 

3 Even the jackals give the breast 
and suckle their young, 

but the daughter of my people has 
become cruel, 

like the ostriches in the wilderness. 

4 The tongue of the nursling cleaves 
to the roof of its mouth for thirst; 

the children beg for food, 
but no one gives to them. 

5 Those who feasted on dainties 
perish in the streets; 

those who were brought up in purple 
lie on ash heaps. 

6 For the chastisement" of the daughter 
of my people has been greater 

than the punishmentP of Sodom, 
which was overthrown in a moment, 

no hand being laid on it.'' 

7 Her princes were purer than snow, 
whiter than milk; 

their bodies were more ruddy than 
coral, 

the beauty of their form r was like 
sapphire.·' 

B Now their visage is blacker than soot, 
they are not recognized in the 

streets; 
their skin has shriveled upon their 

bones, 
it has become as dry as wood. 

9 Happier were the victims of the 
sword 

than the victims of hunger, 
who pined away, stricken 

by want of the fruits of the field. 
"' Heb uncerlain n Syr Compare Gk Vg: Heb the: heavens of the LORD 0 Or iniquity P Or sin 
'1 Heb uncertain r Heb uncenain 11 Heb /apis lazuli 



LAMENTATIONS 4 728 Prayer for mercy 
they lay in wait for us in the wilder

ness. 
10 The hands of compassionate women 

have boiled their own children; 
they became their food 

in the destruction of the daughter 
of my people. 

11 The LORD gave full vent to his wrath, 
he poured out his hot anger; 

and he kindled a fire in Zion, 
which consumed its foundations. 

12 The kings of the earth did not believe, 
or any of the inhabitants of the 

world, 
that foe or enemy could enter 

the gates of Jerusalem. 

1.\ This was for the sins of her prophets 
and the iniquities of her priests, 

who shed in the midst of her 
the blood of the righteous. 

14 They wandered, blind, through the 
streets, 

so defiled with blood 
that none could touch 

their garments. 

15 "Away! Unclean!" men cried at 
them; 

"Awayl Away! Touch not!" 
So they became fugitives and wan

derers; 
men said among the nations, 
"They shall stay with us no 

longer." 

lo The LORD himself has s<.:attered 
them, 

he will regard them no more; 
no honor was shown to the priests, 

no favor to the elders. 

17 Our eyes failed, ever wacching 
vainly for help; 

in our watching' we wacched 
for a nation which could not save. 

IB Men dogged our steps 
so char we could not walk in our 

streets; 
our end drew near; our days were 

numbered; 
for our end had come. 

19 Our pursuers were swifter 
than the vultures in the heavens; 

they chased us on the mountains, 
1 Heb uncertain " Symmachus: Heb lacks wilh a yokr! 

20 The breath of our noscrils, the LoRn·, 
anointed, 

was taken in their pits, 
he of whom we said, "Under his 

shadow 
we shall live among the nations." 

21 Rejoice and be glad, 0 daughter ,,, 
Edom, 

dweller in the land of Uz; 
but to you also the cup shall pass ; 

you shall become drunk and scrir 
your,elf bare. 

22 The punishment of your iniquity. 
0 daughter of Zion, is accom
plished, 

he will keep you in exile no longer; 
but your iniquity. 0 daughter ur 

Edom, he will punish, 
he will uncover your sins. 

5 Remember, 0 LORD, what has be
fallen us; 

behold, and see our disgrace! 
2 Our inheritance has been turned o,·cr 

. to strangers, 
our homes to aliens. 

·1 We have become orphans, facherle". 
our mochers are like widows. 

4 We muse pay for che wacer we drink. 
the wood we gee muse be bought 

5 Wich a yoke" on our necks we are 
hard driven; 

we are weary, we are given no rest. 
6 We have given the hand to Egypt, 

and co Assyria, to get bread enough. 
7 Our fathers sinned, and are no more; 

and we bear their iniquicies. 
s Slaves rule over us; 

there is none to deliver us from 
cheir hand. 

9 We gee our bread at che peril of our 
lives, 

because of che sword in the wilder
ness. 

Io Our skm is hot as an oven 
with the burning heat of famine. 

II Women are ravished in Zion, 
virgins in the towns of Judah. 

12 Princes are hung up by their hands; 
no respecc is shown to the ciders 

13 Young men are compelled to grind al 
che mill; 

and boys stagger under loads of wood 
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14 The old men have quit the city gate, 19 But thou, 0 LORD, dost reign for 

the young men their music. ever; 
Is The joy of our hearts has ceased; thy throne endures to all genera-

our dancing has been turned to tions. 
mourning. 20 Why dost thou forget us for ever, 

16 The crown has fallen from our head; why dost thou so Jong forsake us? 
woe to us, for we have sinned! 21 Restore us to thyself, 0 LORD, that we 

I 7 For this our heart has become sick, may be restored! 
for these things our eyes have Renew our days as of old! 

grown dim, 22 Or hast thou utterly rejected us? 
1 ~ for Mount Zion which lies desolate; Art thou exceedingly angry with 

jackals prowl over it. us? 

THE BOOK OF 

EZEKIEL 

1 In the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
month, on the fifth day of the 

month, as I was among the exiles by the 
river Chebar, the heavens were opened, 
and I saw visions of God. 2 On the fifth 
day of the month (it was the fifth year of 
the exile of King Jehoi'achin), 3 the 
word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the 
Chalde'ans by the river Chebar; and the 
hand of the LORD was upon him there. 

4 As I looked, behold, a stormy wind 
came out of the north, and a great cloud, 
with brightness round about it, and fire 
flashing forth continually, and in the 
midst of the fire, as it were gleaming 
bronze. 5And from the midst of it came 
the likeness of four living creatures. And 
this was their appearance: they had the 
form of men, 6 but each had four faces, 
and each of them had four wings. 
7 Their legs were straight, and the soles 
of their feet were like the sole of a calfs 
foot; and they sparkled like burnished 
bronze. 8 Under their wings on their 
four sides they had human hands. And 
the four had their faces and their wings 
thus: " their wings touched one an
other; they went every one straight 
forward, without turning as they went. 
10As for the likeness of their faces, each 
had the face of a man in front;" the four 
had the face of a lion on the right side, 
the four had the face of an ox on the left 
side, and the four had the face of an 

eagle at the back.1' 11 Such were their 
faces. And their wings were spread out 
above; each creature had two wings, 
each of which touched the wing of an
other, while two covered their bodies. 
I2And each went straight forward; 
wherever the spirit would go, they went, 
without turning as they went. 13 In the 
midst ofr the living creatures there was 
something that looked like burning coals 
of fire, like torches moving to and fro 
among the living creatures; and the fire 
was bright, and out of the fire went forth 
lightning. I4And the living creatures 
darted to and fro, like a flash of light
ning. 

15 Now as I looked at the living crea
tures, I saw a wheel upon the earth be
side the living creatures, one for each of 
the four of them.d I6As for the appear
ance of the wheels and their construc
tion: their appearance was like the 
gleaming of a chrysolite; and the four 
had the same likeness, their construc
tion being as it were a wheel within a 
wheel. 17 When they went, they went in 
any of their four directions• without 
turning as they went. IR The four wheels 
had rims and they had spokes ;f and 
their rims were full of eyes round about. 
I9And when the living creatures went, 
the wheels went beside them; and when 
the living creatures rose from the earth, 
the wheels rose. 20 Wherever the spirit 
would go, they went, and the wheels 

n Cn: Heb lacks in from /J Cn: Heb lacks at the back r Gk Old Latin: Heb And the likeness of 
d Heb of their faceJ " Heb on their four sides f Cn: Heb uncertain 
I.I: Rev 19.11. 1.5, 18: Rev 4.6. 1.10: Rev 4.7. 1.13: Rev 4.5. 1.18: Ezek 10.12; Rev 4.8. 
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rose along with them; for the spirit of says the Lord Goo.' SAnd whether they 
the living creatures was in the wheels. hear or refuse to hear (for they are a re-
21 When those went, these went; and bellious house) they will know that there 
when those stood, these stood; and has been a prophet among them. 6And 
when those rose from the earth, the you, son of man, be not afraid of them, 
wheels rose along with them; for the nor be afraid of their words, though 
spirit of the living creatures was in the briers and thorns are with you ·and you 
wheels. sit upon scorpions; be not afraid of 

22 Over the heads of the living crea- their words, nor be dismayed at their 
cures there was the likeness of a firma- looks, for they are a rebellious house. 
ment, shining like crystal,'1 spread out 7And you shall speak my words to them, 
above their heads. 23And under the whether they hear or refuse to hear; for 
firmament their wings were stretched they are a rebellious house. 
out straight, one toward another; and 8 "But you, son of man, hear what 
each creature had two wings covering its I say to you; be not rebellious like tha1 
body. 24And when they went, I heard rebellious house; open your mouth, and 
the sound of their wings like the sound eat what I give you." 9And when I 
of many waters, like the thunder of the looked, behold, a hand was stretched 
Almighty, a sound of twnult like the out to me, and, lo, a written scroll was 
sound of a host; when they stood still, in it; 10 and he spread it before me; and 
they let down their wings. 25And there it had writing on the front and on the 
came a voice from above the firmament back, and there were written on it words 
over thei~ heads; when they stood still, of lamentation and mourning and woe. 
they let down their wings. 3 'And he said to me, "Son of man, 

26 And above the firmament over eat what is offered to you; eat this 
their heads there was the likeness of a scroll, and go, speak to the house or 
throne, in appearance like sapphire;" Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and 
and seated above the likeness of a throne he gave me the scroll to eat. >And he 
was a likeness as it were of a hwnan said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll 
form. 27 And upward from what had the that I give you and fill your stomach 
appearance of his loins I saw as it were with it." Then I ate it; and it was in my 
gleaming bronze, like the appearance of mouth as sweet as honev. 
fire enclosed round about; and down- 4 And he said to me, "Son of man, gn. 
ward from what had the appearance of get you to the house of Israel, and speak 
his loins I saw as it were the appearance with my words to them. ' For you are 
of fire, and there was brightness round not sent to a people of foreign speech 
about him.; 28 Like the appearance of and a hard language, but to the house 01 
the bow that is in the cloud on the day Israel-6 not to many peoples of foreign 
of rain, so was the appearance of the speech and a hard language, whose 
brightness round about. words you cannot understand. Surely. 

Such was the appearance of the like- if I sent you to such, they would listen 
ness of the glory of the LORD. And when to you. 7 But the house of Israel will Ill'l 
I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard listen to you; for they are not willing to 
the voice of one speaking. listen to me; because all the house ot 

2 And he said to me, "Son of man, Israel are of a hard forehead and of a 
stand upon your feet, and I will stubborn heart. 8 Behold, I have made 

speak with you." 2And when he spoke to your face hard against their faces, and 
me, the Spirit entered into me and set your forehead hard against their fore
me upon my feet; and I heard him heads. q Like adamant harder than flinr 
speaking to me .. I And he said to me, have I made your forehead; fear them 
"Son of man, I send you to the people of not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for 
Israel, to a nationJ of rebels, who have they are a rebellious house." 10 More
rebelled against me; they and their over he said to me, "Son of man, all m)· 
fathers have transgressed against me to words that I shall speak to you recei\'t' 
this very day. 4 The people also are in your heart, and hear with your ears. 
impudent and stubborn: I send you to "And go, get you to the exiles, to yoUJ 
them; and you shall say to them, 'Thus people, and say to them, 'Thus says the 
'1 Gk: Heb awesome crysral 11 Heb /apis lazuli i Or ic J Syr: H~b na1iom 
1.24: Ezck 43.2; Rev 1.15; 14.2; 19.6. 1.26: Rev 1.13; 4.2. 2.8-3.3: Rev 5.1; 10.8-10. 
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Lord Goo'; whether they hear or refuse 
to hear." 

12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and 
as the glory of the LORD arosek from its 
place, I heard behind me the sound of a 
greac earthquake; 13 it was che sound of 
che wings of the living creatures as chey 
couched one another, and the sound of 
che wheels beside chem, chat sounded 
like a greac earthquake. 14 The Spiric 
lifted me up and cook me away, and I 
went in bitterness in che hear of my 
spiric, the hand of che LORD being scrong 
upon me; 15 and I came to the exiles at 
Tela'bib, who dwelt by the river Che
bar.' And I sac there overwhelmed 
among chem seven days. 

16 And at che end of seven days, che 
word of che LORD came to me: 17 "Son 
of man, I have made you a watchman 
for che house of Israel; whenever you 
hear a word from my mouch, you shall 
give chem warning from me. 18 If I say 
co che wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and 
you give him no warning, nor speak to 
warn the wicked from his wicked way, 
in order to save his life, chat wicked man 
shall die in his iniquicy; but his blood I 
will require at your hand. 19 But if you 
warn the wicked, and he does not cum 
from his wickedness, or from his wicked 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you 
will have saved your life. 20Again, if a 
righceous man cums from his righceous
ness and commits iniquity, and I lay a 
stumbling block before him, he shall 
die; because you have not warned him, 
he shall die for his sin, and his righteous 
deeds which he has done shall not be re
membered; but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 21 Nevertheless if you 
warn the righteous man not to sin, and 
he does not sin, he shall surely live, be
cause he took warning; and you will 
have saved your life." 

22 And the hand of the LORD was 
there upon me; and he said to me, 
"Arise, go forth into the plain,"' and 
there I will speak with you." 23 So I 
arose and went forth into the plain;"' 
and, lo, the glory of the LORD stood 
there, like the glory which I had seen 
by the river Chebar; and I fell on my 
face. 24 But the Spirit entered into me, 
and set me upon my feet; and he spoke 

with me and said to me, "Go, shut your
self within your house. 2SAnd you, O 
son of man, behold, cords will be placed 
upon you, and you shall be bound with 
them, so that you cannoc go out among 
the people; 26 and I will make your 
tongue cleave to the roof of your mouth, 
so that you shall be dumb and unable to 
reprove them; for they are a rebellious 
house. 27 But when I speak with you, I 
will open your mouth, and you shall say 
to them, 'Thus says the Lord Goo'; he 
that will hear, let him hear; and he that 
will refuse to hear, let him refuse ; for 
they are a rebellious house. 

4 "And you, 0 son of man, take a 
brick and lay it before you, and 

portray upon it a city, even Jerusalem; 
2 and put siegeworks against it, and 
build a siege wall against it, and cast up 
a mound against it; set camps also 
against it, and plant battering rams 
against it round about. 3And take an 
iron plate, and place it as an iron wall 
between you and the city; and set your 
face coward it, and let it be in a state of 
siege, and press the siege against it. 
This is a sign for the house of Israel. 

4 "Then lie upon your left side, and I 
will lay the punishment of the house of 
Israel upon you ;11 for the number of the 
d:iys that you lie upon it, you shall bear
their punishment. s For I assign to you 
a number of days, three hundred and 
ninety days, equal to the number of the 
years of their punishment; so long shall 
you bear the punishment of the house of 
Israel. 6And when you have completed 
these, you shall lie down a second 
time, but on your right side, and bear 
the punishment of the house of Judah; 
forty days I assign you, a day for each 
year. 7 And you shall set your face 
toward the siege of Jerusalem, with your 
arm bared; and you shall prophesy 
against the city. 8And, behold, I will 
put cords upon you, so that you cannot 
turn from one side to the other, till you 
have completed the days of your siege. 

9 "And you, take wheat and barley, 
beans and lentils, millet and spelt, and 
put them into a single vessel, and make 
bread of them. During the number of 
days that you lie upon your side, three 
hundred and ninety days, you shall eat 

:• Cn: Heb bleued be the glory of the LORD 
Heb Chebar, "''d to where they dwelt. Another reading is Chebar, and I sac where they sat "' Or valley 

" Cn: Heb you shall lay ... upon it 
3.18-211 Ezek 33.1-9. 
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it. lllAnd the food which you eat shall walked in my statutes or kept my 
be by weight, twenty shekels a day; ordinances, but have acted" according 
once a <lay you shall eat it. I 1And water to the ordinances of the nations that are 
you shall drink by measure, the sixth round about you; 8 therefore thus says 
part of a hin; once a day you shall drink. the Lord Goo: Behold, I, even I, am 
l~An<l you shall eat it as a barley cake, against you; and I will execute judg
baking it in their sight on human dung." ments irt the midst of you in the sight of 
l.1An<l the LORD said, "Thus shall the the nations. 9And because of all your 
people of Israel eat their bread unclean, abominations I will do with you what I 
among the nations whither I will drive have never yet done, and the like of 
them." 14 Then I said, "Ah Lord Goo! which I will never do again. Io There
behold, I have never defiled myself; fore fathers shall eat their sons in the 
from my youth up till now I have never midst of you, and sons shall eat their 
eaten what died of itself or was torn by fathers; and I will execute judgments on 
beasts, nor has foul flesh come into my you, and any of you who survive I will 
mouth." 15 Then he said to me, "See, I scatter to all the winds. 11 Wherefore, as 
will let you have cow's dung instead of I live, says the Lord Goo, surely, be
human dung, on which you may pre- cause you have defiled ·my sanctuary 
pare your bread." 16 Moreover he said with all your detestable things and with 
to me, "Son of man, behold, I will all your abominations, therefore I will 
break the staff of bread in Jerusalem; cut you down;" my eye will not spare, 
they shall eat bread by weight and with and I will have no pity. l~A third part of 
fearfulness; and they shall drink water you shall die of pestilence and be con
by measure and in dismay. 17 I will do sumed with famine in the midst of you; 
this that they may lack bread and water, a third part shall fall by the sword round 
and look at one another in dismay, and about you; and a third part I will scatter 
waste away under their punishment. to all the winds and will unsheathe the 

5 "And you, 0 son of man, take a sword after them. 
sharp sword; use it as a barber's 13 "Thus shall my anger spend itself, 

razor and pass it over your head and and I will vent my fury upon them and 
your beard; then take balances for satisfy myself; and they shall know that 
weighing, and divide the hair. 2A third I, the LoRD, have spoken in my 
part you shall burn in the fire in the jealousy, when I spend my fury upon 
midst of the city, when the days of the them. 14 Moreover I will make you a 
siege are completed; and a third part desolation and an object of reproach 
you shall take and strike with the sword among the nations roWld about you and 
round about the city; and a third part in the sight of all that pass by. 15 You 
you shall scatter to the wind, and I will shall be' a reproach and a taunt, a warn
unsheathe the sword after them. 3And ing and a horror, to the nations round 
you shall take from these a small num- about you, when I execute judgments 
ber, and bind them in the skirts of your on you in anger and fury, and with furi
robe. 4And of these again you shall take ous chastisements-I, the LORD, have 
some, and cast them into the fire, and spoken-16 when I loose against you·' 
burn them in the fire; from there a fire my deadly arrows of famine, arrows for 
will come forth into all the house of destruction, which I will loose to de
Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord Goo: This stroy you, and when I bring more and 
is Jerusalem; I have set her in the center more famine upon you, and break your 
of the nations, with countries round staff of bread. 17 I will send famine and 
about her. 6And she has wickedly re- wild beasts against you, and they will 
belled against my ordinances" more rob you of your children; pestilence and 
than the nations, and against my blood shall pass through you; and I will 
statutes more than the countries round bring the sword upon you. I, the LORD, 
about her, by rejecting my ordinances have spoken." 
and not walking in my statutes. 7 There- 6 The word of the LoRD came to 
fore thus says the Lord Goo: Because me: 2 "Son of man, set your face 
you are more turbulent than the nations toward the mountains of Israel, and 
that are round about you, and have not prophesy against them, J and say, You 
0 Or changed my ordinances imo wickedness 1J Another reading is and have not acted 
11 Another reading is I will withdraw r Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb And it shall be s Heb them 
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mountains of Israel, hear the word of 
the Lord Goo! Thus says the Lord 
Goo to the mountains and the hills, to 
the ravines and the valleys: Behold, I, 
even I, will bring a sword upon you, and 
I will destroy your high places. 4 Your 
altars shall hecome desolate, and your in
cense altars shall be broken; and I will 
cast down your slain before your idols. 
5And I will lay the dead bodies of the 
people of Israel before their idols; and I 
will scatter your bones round about 
your altars. 6 Wherever you dwell your 
citit:s shall be waste and your high 
places ruined, so that your altars will be 
waste and ruined, 1 your idols broken 
and destroyed, your incense altars cut 
down, and your works wiped out. 7And 
the slain shall fall in the midst of you, 
and you shall know that I am the LORD. 

8 "Yet I will leave some of you alive. 
When you have among the nations some 
who escape the sword, and when you 
are scattered through the countrit >, 
9 then those of you who escape will re
member me among the nations where 
they are carried captive, when I have 
broken" their wanton heart which has 
departed from me, and blinded their 
eyes which turn wantonly after their 
idols; and they will be loathsome in 
their own sight for the evils which they 
have committed, for all their abomina
tions. IOAnd they shall know that I am 
the LORD; I have not said in vam that I 
would do this evil to them." 

11 Thus says the Lord Gon: "Clap 
your hands, and stamp your foot, and 
say, Alas! because of all the evil 
abominations of the house ul Lrael; for 
they shall fall by the sword, by famine, 
and by pestilence. 12 He that is far off 
shall die of pestilence; and he that is 
near shall fall by the sword; and he that 
is left and is preserved shall die of 
famine. Thus I will spend my fury upon 
them. I.IAnd you shall know that I am 
the Lmm, when their slain lie among 
their idols round about their altars, 
upon every high hill, on all the moun
tain tops, under every green tree, and 
under every leafy oak, wherever they 
offered pleasing odor to all their idols. 
14And I will stretch out my hand against 
them, and make the land desolate and 

waste, throughout all their habitations, 
from the wilderness to Riblah. • Then 
they will know that I am the LORD." 

7 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "And you, 0 son of man, 

thus says the Lord Goo to the land of 
Israel: An end! The end has come upon 
the four corners of the land. 3 Now the 
end is upon you, and I will let loose my 
anger upon you, and will judge you 
according to your ways; and I will 
punish you for all your abominations. 
4And my eye will not spare you, nor will 
I have pity; but I will punish you for 
your ways, while your abominations are 
in your midst. Then you will know that 
I am the LORD. 

5 "Thus says the Lord Goo: Disaster 
after disaster! Behold, it comes. 6An 
end has come, the end has come; it has 
awakened against you. Behold, it comes. 
7 Your doom"' has come to you, 0 in
habitant of the land; the time has come, 
the day is near, a day of tumult, and not 
of joyful shouting upon the mountains. 
M Now I will soon pour out my wrath 
upon you, and spend my anger against 
you, and judge you according to your 
ways; and I will punish you for all your 
abominations. 9And my eye will not 
spare, nor will I have pity; I will punish 
you according to your ways, while your 
abominations are in your midst. Then 
you will know that I am the LORD, who 
smite. 

10 "Behold, the day! Behold, it 
comes! Your doom,,. has come, in
justice' has blossomed, pride has 
budded. 11 Violence has grown up into 
a rod of wickedness; none of them shall 
remain, nor their abundance, nor their 
wealth; neither shall there be pre
eminence among them.ii 12 The time 
has come, the day draws near. Let not 
the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn, 
for wrath is upon all their multitude. 
1.1 For the seller shall not return to what 
he has sold, while they live. For wrath' 
is upon all their multitude; it shall not 
turn back; and because of his iniquity, 
none can maintain his life." 

14 "They have blown the trumpet 
and made all ready; but none goes to 
battle, for my wrath is upon all their 
multitude. 15 The sword is without, 

'.Syr Vg Tg: Heb a"d be made guilty 11 Syr Vg T~: Heb I have been broken 11 Anocher reading is Diblah 
" The meaning of che Hebrew word is uncertain · · Or the rod .11 The Hebrew of verse 11 is uncertain 
:: Cn: Heb visio" " Heb obscure 
8.9: Ezek 20.43; 36.31. 7.2: Rev 7.1; 20.B. 



EZEKIEL 7 734 Abominations in Jerusalem 
that had the appearance of a man;'' be
low what appeared to be his loins it was 
fire, and above his loins it was like the 
appearance of brightness, like gleaming 
bronze. J He put forth the form of a 
hand, and took me by a lock of my 
head; and the Spirit lifted me up be
tween earth and heaven, and brought 
me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to 
the entrance of the gateway of the inner 
court that faces north, where was the 
seat of the image of jealousy, which 
provokes to jealousy. ~And behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel was there, 
like the vision that I saw in the plain. 

pestilence and famine are within; he 
that is in the field dies by the sword; 
and him that is in the city famine and 
pestilence devour. I hAnd if any sur
vivors escape, they will be on the moun
tains, like doves of the valleys, all of 
them moaning, every one over his 
iniquity. 17All hands are feeble, and all 
knees weak as water. 18 They gird them
selves with sackcloth, and horror covers 
them; shame is upon all faces, and bald
ness on all their heads. I'> They cast 
their silver into the streets, and their 
gold is like an unclean thing; their silver 
and gold are not able to deliver them in 
the day of the wrath of the LORD; they 
cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their 
stomachs with it. For it was the 
stumbling block of their m1quity. 
20 Their'' beautiful ornament they used 
for vainglory, and they made their 
abominable images and their detestable 
things of it; therefore I will make it an 
unclean thing to them. 21And I will give 
it into the hands of foreigners for a prey, 
and to the wicked of the earth for a 
spoil; and they shall profane it. 22 I will 
turn my face from them, that they may 
profane my precious,. place; robbers 
shall enter and profane it, 2.1 and make a 
desolation." 

"Because the land is full of bloody 
crimes and the city is full of violence, 
24 I will bring the worst of the nations to 
take possession of their houses; I will 
put an end to their proud might, and 
their holy places shall be profaned. 
2; When anguish comes, they will seek 
peace, but there shall be none. 26 Dis
aster comes upon disaster, rumor fol
lows rumor; they seek a vision from the 
prophet, but the law perishes from the 
priest, and counsel from the elders. 
27 The king mourns, the prince is 
wrapped in despair, and the hands of 
the people of the land are palsied by 
terror. According to their way I will do 
to them, and according to their own 
judgments I will judge them; and they 
shall know that I am the LORD." 

8 In the sixth year, in the sixth 
month, on the fifth day of the 

month, as I sat in my house, with the 
elders of Judah sitting before me, the 
hand of the Lord Goo fell there upon 
me. 2 Then I beheld, and, lo, a form 

5 Then he said to me, "Son of man, 
lift up your eyes now in the direction or 
the north." So I lifted up my eye, 
toward the north, and behold, north of 
the altar gate, in the entrance, was this 
image of jealousy. 0And he said to me, 
"Son of man, do you see what they arc 
doing, the great abominations that the 
house of Israel are committing here, ro 
drive me far from my sanctuary? But 
you will see still greater abominations." 

7 And he brought me to the door 
of the court; and when I looked, behold, 
there was a hole in the wall. X Then said 
he to me, "Son of man, dig in the wall" ; 
and when I dug in the wall, lo, there wa' 
a door. 4And he said to me, "Go in, and 
see the vile abominations that thev an: 
committing here." 10 So I went in and 
saw; and there, portrayed upon the wall 
round about, were all kinds of creeping 
things, and loathsome beasts, and all the 
idols of the house of Israel. llAnd before 
them stood seventy men of the elders of 
the house of Israel, with J a-azani 'ah the 
son of Shaphan standing among them. 
Each had his censer in his hand, and the 
smoke of the cloud of incense went up. 
12 Then he said to me, "Son of man, 
have you seen what the elders of the 
house of Israel are doing in the dark, 
every man in his room' of pictures' For 
they say, 'The LORD does not see us, the 
LORD has forsaken the land.'" u He 
said also to me, "You will see still 
greater abominations which they com
mit." 

14 Then he brought me to the en
trance of the north gate of the house of 
the LORD; and behold, there sat women 
weeping for Tammuz. 15 Then he said 
to me, "Have you seen this, 0 son nf 

1
' Syr Symmachus: Heb /!5 ' Or St'a~·r " Cn: Heb "'"kc tlit' d1r.Jo1 ,. Gk: Heb _fir~· 

I Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb rtJOms 



Slaughter of the guilty 735 EZEKIEL 10 
man? You will see still greater abomina- mains of Israel in the outpouring of thy 
tions than these." wrath upon Jerusalem?" 

16 And he brought me into the inner 9 Then he said to me, "The guile of 
court of the house of the LORD; and be- the house of Israel and Judah is exceed
hold, at the door of the temple of the ingly great; the land is full of blood, and 
LORD, between the porch and the altar, the city full of injustice; for they say, 
were about twenty-five men, with their 'The LORD has forsaken the land, and 
backs co the temple of the LORD, and the LORD does not see.' IOAs for me, my 
their faces toward the east, worshiping eye will not spare, nor will I have pity, 
the sun coward the ease. I 7 Then he said but I will requite their deeds upon their 
to me, "Have you seen chis, 0 son of heads." 
man? Is it coo slight a thing for the 11 And lo, the man clothed in linen, 
house of Judah co commit the abomina- with the writing case at his side, brought 
tiom which they commit here, that they back word, saying, "I have done as thou 
should fill the land with violence, and didst command me." 
provoke me further co anger? Lo, they 10 Then I looked, and behold, on 
put the branch co their nose. IH There- the firmament that was over the 
fore I will deal in wrath; my eye will heads of the cherubim there appeared 
not spare, nor will I have pity; and above them something like a sapphire, 
though they cry in my ears with a loud in form resembling a throne. 2And he 
voice, I will not hear chem." said to the man clothed in linen, "Go in 

9 Then he cried in my ears with a among the whirling wheels underneath 
loud voice, saying, "Draw near, you the cherubim; fill your hands with 

executioners of the city, each with his burning coals from between the cheru
destroying weapon in his hand." 2And bim, and scaner chem over the city." 
lo, six men came from the direction of And he went in before my eyes. 
the upper gate, which faces north, every .l Now the cherubim were standing on 
man with his weapon for slaughter in the south side of the house, when the 
his hand, and with them was a man man went in; and a cloud filled the inner 
clothed in linen, with a writing case at court. 4And the glory of the LORD went 
his side. And they went in and stood up from the cherubim co the threshold 
beside the bronze altar. of the house; and the house was filled 

3 Now the glory of the God of Israel with the cloud, and the court was full of 
had gone up from the cherubim on the brightness of the glory of the LORD. 
which it rested to the threshold of the 'And the sound of the wings of the 
house; and he called co the man clothed cherubim was heard as far as the outer 
in linen, who had the writing case at his court, like the voice of God Almighty 
side. 4And the LORD said co him, "Go when he speaks. 
through the city, through Jerusalem, 6 And when he commanded the man 
and put a mark upon the foreheads of clothed in linen, "Take fire from be
the men who sigh and groan over all the tween the whirling wheels, from be
the abominations char are committed in tween the cherubim," he went in and 
it." 5And to the others he said in my stood beside a wheel. 7And a cherub 
hearing, "Pass through the city after stretched forth his hand from between 
him, and smite; your eye shall not the cherubim co the fire chat was be
~pare, and you shall show no pity; tween the cherubim, and cook some of 
6 slay old men outright, young men and it, and put it into the hands of the man 
maidens, little children and women, bur clothed in linen, who cook it and went 
touch no one upon whom is the mark. our. 8 The cherubim appeared to have 
And begin at my sanctuary." So they the form of a human hand under their 
began with the elders who were before wings. 
the house. 7 Then he said co {hem, 9 And I looked, and behold, there 
"Defile the house, and fill the courts were four wheels beside the cherubim, 
with the slain. Go forth." So they went one beside each cherub; and the ap
forth, and smote in the city. 8And while pearance of the wheels was like spar
they were smiting, and I was left alone, kling chrysolice. IOAnd as for their ap
I fell upon my face, and cried, "Ah pearance, the four had the same like
Lord Goo! wilt thou destroy all that re- ness, as if a wheel were within a wheel. 
9.4, 8: I Pet 4.17; Rev 7.3; 9.4; 14.1. 10.1: Rev 4.2. 10.2: Rev 8.5. 



EZEKIEL 10 736 Punishment for iniquity 
11 When they went, they went in any of to me, "Son of man, these are the men 
their four directions" without turning as who devise iniquity and who give 
they went, but in whatever direction the wicked counsel in this city; 'who say, 
front wheel faced the others followed 'The time is not near! to build houses; 
without turning as they went. 12And" this city is the caldron, and we are the 
their rims, and their spokes,1 and the flesh.' 4 Therefore prophesy against 
wheels were full of eyes round about- them, prophesy, 0 son of man." 
the wheels that the four of them had. 5 And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon 
LlAs for the wheels, they were called in me, and he said to me, "Say, Thus say' 
my hearing the whirling wheels. 14And the LORD: So you think, O house ol 
every one had four faces: the first face Israel; for I know the things that come 
was the face of the cherub, and the into your mind. 0 You have multiplieu 
second face was the face of a man, and your slain in this city, and have filled its 
the third the face of a lion, and the streets with the slain. 7 Therefore thus 
fourth the face of an eagle. says the Lord Goo: Your slain whom 

15 And the cherubim mounted up. you have laid in the midst of it, they arc 
These were the living creatures that I the flesh, and this city is the caldron; 
saw by the river Chebar. 1°And when but you shall be brought forth out of the 
the cherubim went, the wheels went midst of it. ~You have feared the 
beside them; and when the cherubim sword; and I will bring the sword upon 
lifted up their wings to mount up from you, says the Lord Goo. YAnd I will 
the earth, the wheels did not turn from bring you forth out of the midst of it. 
beside them. 17 When they stood still, and give you into the hanus of for
these stood still, and when they eigners, and execute judgments upon 
mounted up, these mounted up with you. 10 You shall fall by the sword; I 
them; for the spirit of the living crea- will judge you at the border of Israel; 
turesJ was in them. and you shall know that I am the LORD. 

18 Then the glory of the LORD went 11 This city shall not be your caldron, 
forth from the threshold of the house, nor shall you be the flesh in the midst of 
and stood over the cherubim. 19And it; I will judge you at the border of 
the cherubim lifted up their wings and Israel; 12 and you shall know that I am 
mounted up from the earth in my sight the LORD; for you have not walked in 
as they went forth, with the wheels be- my statutes, nor executed my oru1-
side them; and they stood at the door nances, but have acted according to the 
of the east gate of the house of the ordinances of the nations that are rounu 
LORD; and the glory of the God of about you." 
Israel was over them. 13 And it came to pass, while I was 

20 These were the living creatures prophesying, that Pelati'ah the son of 
that I saw underneath the God of Israel Benai'ah died. Then I fell down upon 
by the river Chebar; and I knew that my face, and cried with a loud voice, 
they were cherubim. 21 Each had four and said, "Ah Lord Goo! wilt thou 
faces, and each four wings, and under- make a full end of the remnant of 
neath their wings the semblance of Israel?" 
human hands. 22And as for the likeness 14 And the word of the LORD came 
of their faces, they were the very faces to me: 15 "Son of man, your brethren, 
whose appearance I had seen by the even your brethren, your fellow exiles,' 
river Chebar. They went every one the whole house of Israel, all of them, 
straight forward. are those of whom the inhabitants or 

11 The Spirit lifted me up, and Jerusalem have said, 'They have gone 
brought me to the east gate of the far from the LORD; to us this land is 

house of the LORD, which faces east. given for a possession.' I 0 Therefore 
And behold, at the door of the gateway say, 'Thus says the Lord Goo: Though 
there were twenty-five men; and I saw I removed them far off among the na
among them Ja-azani'ah the son of tions, and though I scattered them 
Azzur, and Pelati'ah the son of Benai'- among the countries, yet I have been a 
ah, princes of the people. 2And he said sanctuary to them for a while"' in the 
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Promise of restoration 737 EZEKIEL 12 
countries where they have gone.' face, that you may not see the land; for 
l 7Therefore say, 'Thus says the Lord I have made you a sign for the house of 
Goo: I will gather you from the peo- Israel." 
pies, and assemble you out of the coun- 7 And I did as I was commanded. I 
tries where you have been scattered, and broughc out my baggage by day, as bag
I will give you the land of Israel.' lRAnd gage for exile, and in che evening I dug 
when they come there, they will remove ch rough the wall wich my own hands; I 
from it all ics detestable things and all its went forch in the dark, carrying my out
abominations. 19And I will give them fit upon my shoulder in their sight. 
one" heart, and put a new spirit wichin 8 In che morning che word of che 
them; I will take the stony hearc out of LORD came co me: 9 "Son of man, has 
their flesh and give them a heart of not che house of Israel, the rebellious 
flesh, 20 char they may walk in my house, said to you, 'What are you do
scatutes and keep my ordinances and ing?' 10 Say to them, 'Thus says the 
obey them; and they shall be my people, Lord Goo: This oracle concerns che 
and I will be cheir God. 21 But as for prince in Jerusalem and all che house of 
those'' whose hearc goes after cheir de- Israel who are in it.'' 11 Say, 'I am a sign 
cestable chings and their abominations, for you: as I have done, so shall it be 
I will require their deeds upon cheir own done co chem; chey shall go into exile, 
heads, says the Lord Goo." inco captivicy.' 12And che prince who is 

22 Then che cherubim Iifced up their among chem shall lift his baggage upon 
wings, with che wheels beside them; and his shoulder in che dark, and shall go 
the glory of the God of Israel was over forth; he' shall dig ch rough the wall and 
them. 23And che glory of the LORD went go 1 out through it; he shall cover his 
up from the midst of the city, and stood face, that he may not see the land with 
upon che mountain which is on che east his eyes. BAnd I will spread my net over 
side of the cicy. 24And che Spirit Iifced him, and he shall be caken in my snare; 
me up and brought me in che vision by and I will bring him to Babylon in che 
the Spirit of God into Chalde'a, to the land of the Chalde'ans, yec he shall nor 
exiles. Then che vision that I had seen see it; and he shall die there. 14And I 
went up from me. 25And I told che exiles will scatter toward every wind all who 
all rhe things char che LORD had showed are round abouc him, his helpers" and 
me. all his croops; and I will unsheache che 

12 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, you dwell in 

che midst of a rebellious house, who 
have eyes to see, but see not, who have 
ears to hear, but hear not; .l for they are 
a rebellious house. Therefore, son of 
man, prepare for yourself an exile's bag
gage, and go into exile by day in their 
sight; you shall go like an exile from 
your place to another place in their 
sight. Perhaps they will understand, 
thoughJJ they are a rebellious house. 
4 You shall bring out your baggage by 
day in their sight, as baggage for exile; 
and you shall go forth yourself at 
evening in their sight, as men do who 
must go into exile. s Dig through the 
wall in their sight, and goq out through 
it. 6 In their sight you shall lift the bag
gage upon your shoulder, and carry it 
out in the dark; you shall cover your 
" Another reacting is a new 

sword afcer them. 15And they shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I disperse 
them among the nations and scatter 
them through the countries. 16 But I 
will let a few of them escape from the 
sword, from famine and pestilence, that 
they may confess all their abominations 
among the nations where they go, and 
may know that I am the LORD." 

17 Moreover the word of the LORD 
came to me: 18 "Son of man, eat your 
bread with quaking, and drink water 
with trembling and with fearfulness; 
19 and say of the people of the land, 
Thus says the Lord Goo concerning the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem in the land of 
Israel: They shall eat their bread with 
fearfulness, and drink wacer in dismay, 
because their land will be stripped of all 
it contains, on account of the violence of 
all those who dwell in it. 20And the in
habited cities shall be laid waste, and 

;
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EZEKIEL 12 738 False prophets condemned 
the land shall become a desolation; see delusive visions and who give lying 
and you shall know that I am the divinations; they shall not be in the 
LORD." council of my people, nor be enrolled in 

21 And the word of the LORD came the register of the house of Israel, nor 
to me: 22 "Son of man, what is this shall they enter the land of Israel; and 
proverb that you have about the land of you shall know that I am the Lord Goo_ 
Israel, saying, 'The days grow long, and 10 Because, yea, because they have mis
every vision comes to nought'? 2.I Tell led my people, saying, 'Peace,' when 
them therefore, 'Thus says the Lord there is no peace; and because, when the 
Goo: I will put an end to this proverb, people build a wall, these prophets daub 
and they shall no more use it as a it with whitewash; 11 say to those who 
proverb in Israel.' But say to them, The daub it with whitewash that it shall fall! 
days are at hand, and the fulfilment• of There will be a deluge of rain,' great 
every vision. 24 For there shall be no hailstones will fall, and a stormy wind 
more any false vision or flattering break out; 12 and when the wall falls, 
divination within the house of Israel. will it not be said to you, 'Where is the 
2' But I the LORD will speak the word daubing with which you daubed it?' 
which I will speak, and it will be per- 13 Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 
formed. It will no longer be delayed, I will make a stormy wind break out in 
bur in your days, 0 rebellious house, I my wrath; and there shall be a deluge 
will speak the word and perform it, says of rain in my anger, and great hailstones 
the Lord Goo." in wrath to destroy it. l4And I will break 

26 Again the word of the LORD came down the wall that you have daubed 
to me: 27 "Son of man, behold, they of with whitewash, and bring it down to 
the house of Israel say, 'The vision that the ground, so that its foundation will 
he sees is for many days hence, and he be laid bare; when it falls, you shall 
prophesies of times far off.' 28 There- perish in the midst of it; and you shall 
fore say to them, Thus says the Lord know that I am the LORD. 15 Thus will I 
Goo: None of my words -.viii be de- spend my wrath upon the 1.vall, and 
layed any longer, but the word which I upon those who have daubed it with 
speak will be performed, says the Lord whitewash; and I will say to you, The 
Goo." wall is no more, nor those who daubed 

13 The word of the LORD came to it, 16 the prophets of Israel who prophe
me: 2 "Son of man, prophesy sied concerning Jerusalem and saw 

againsttheprophetsofisrael,prophesy'" visions of peace for her, when there was 
and say to those who prophesy out of no peace, says the Lord Goo. 
their own minds: 'Hear the word of the 17 "And you, son of man, set your 
LoRo!' 3 Thus says the Lord Goo, Woe face against the daughters of your peo
to the foolish prophets who follow their pie, who prophesy out of their own 
own spirit, and have seen nothing! minds; prophesy against them IS and 
4 Your prophets have been like foxes say, Thus says the Lord Goo: Woe to 
among ruins, 0 Israel. 5 You have not the women who sew magic bands upon 
gone up into the breaches, or built up a all wrists, and make veils for the heads 
wall for the house of Israel, that it might of persons of every stature, in the hunt 
stand in battle in the day of the LORD. for souls! Will you hunt down souls 
0 They have spoken falsehood and belonging to my people, and keep other 
divined a lie; they say, 'Says the LORD,' souls alive for your profit? 19 You ha\"e 
when the LORD has not sent them, and profaned me among my people for 
yet they expect him to fulfil their word. handfuls of barley and for pieces of 
7 Have you not seen a delusive vision, bread, putting to death persons who 
and uttered a lying divination, whenever should not die and keeping alive persons 
you have said, 'Says the LORD,' al- who should not live, by your lies to my 
though I have not spoken?" people, who listen to lies. 

8 Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 20 "Wherefore thus says the Lord 
"Because you have uttered delusions Goo: Behold, I am against your magic 
and seen lies, therefore behold, I am bands with which you hunt the souls," 
against you, says the Lord Goo. ~ My and I will tear them from your arms; 
hand will be against the prophets who and I will let the souls that you hunr 
'' Heb word II" Gk: Heb who prophesy '" Heb rai11 and you .'I Gk Syr: Heb souls for birds 
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go free' like birds. 21 Your veils also I the prophet and the punishment of the 
will tear off, and deliver my people out inquirer shall be alike-I I that the house 
of your hand, and they shall be no more of Israel may go no more astray from 
in your hand as prey; and you shall me, nor defile themselves any more 
know that I am the LORD. 22 Because with all their transgressions, but that 
you have disheartened the righteous they may be my people and I may be 
falsely, although I have not disheart- their God, says the Lord Goo." 
ened him, and you have encouraged the 12 And the word of the LORD came 
wic.:ked, that he shoulcl not turn from to me: l.l "Son of man, when a land sins 
his wicked way to save his life; 23 there- against me by acting faithlessly, and I 
fore you shall no more see delusive stretch out my hand against it, and 
visions nor practice divination; I will break its staff of bread and send famine 
deliver my people out of your hand. upon it, and cut off from it man and 
Then you will know that I am the beast, 14 even if these three men, Noah, 
LoRo." Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would 

14 Then came certain of the elders deliver but their own lives by their 
of Israel to me, and sat before righteousness, says the Lord Goo. 

me. 2And the word of the LORD came IS If I cause wild beasts to pass through 
to me: 3 "Son of man, these men have the land, and they ravage it, and it be 
taken their idols into their hearts, and made desolate, so that no man may pass 
set the stumbling block of their iniquity through because of the beasts; 16 even 
before their faces; should I let myself if these three men were in it, as I live, 
be inquired of at all by them? 4 There- says the Lord Goo, they would deliver 
fore speak to them, and say to them, neither sons nor daughters; they alone 
Thus says the Lord Goo: Any man of would be delivered, but the land would 
the house of Israel who takes his idols be desolate. 17 Or if I bring a sword 
into his heart and sets the stumbling upon that land, and say, Let a sword go 
block of his iniquity before his face, and through the land; and I cut off from it 
yet comes to the prophet, I the LORD man and beast; 18 though these three 
will answer him myself" because of the men were in it, as I live, says the 
multitude of his idols, s that I may lay Lord Goo, they would deliver neither 
hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, sons nor daughters, but they alone 
who are all estranged from me through would be delivered. 19 Or if I send a 
their idols. pestilence into that land, and pour out 

6 "Therefore say to the house of Is- my wrath upon it with blood, to cut off 
rael, Thus says the Lord Goo: Repent from it man and beast; 20 even if Noah, 
and turn away from your idols; and Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
turn away your faces from all your says the Lord Goo, they would deliver 
abominations. 7 For any one of the neither son nor daughter; they would 
house of Israel, or of the strangers that deliver but their own lives by their 
sojourn in Israel, who separates himself righteousness. 
from me, taking his idols into his heart 21 "For thus says the Lord Goo: 
and putting the stwnbling block of his How much more when I send upon 
iniquity before his face, and yet comes Jerusalem my four sore acts of judg
to a prophet to inquire for himself of ment, sword, famine, evil beasts, and 
me, I the LORD will answer him myself; pestilence, to cut off from it man and 
8 and I will set my fac.:e against that man, beast! 22 Yet, if there should be left in 
I will make him a sign and a byword and it any survivors to lead out sons and 
cut him off from the midst of my daughters, when they come forth to you, 
people; and you shall know that I am and you see their ways and their doings, 
the LORD. 9And if the prophet be de- you will be consoled for the evil that I 
ceived and speak a word, I, the LORD, have brought upon Jerusalem, for all thac 
have deceived that prophet, and I will I have brought upon it. 23 They will con
stretch out my hand against him, and sole you, when you see their ways and 
will descroy him from the midst of my their doings; and you shall know that I 
people Israel. IOAnd they shall bear have not done without cause all that I 
cheir punishment-the punishment of have done in it, says the Lord Goo." 
l Cn: Heb the souls "Cn Compare Tg: Heb uncer1ain 
14..ZI: Rev 6.8. 
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And the word of the LORD came 15 to me: 2 "Son of man, how does 

the wood of the vine surpass any wood, 
the vine branch which is among the 
trees of the forest? -' Is wood taken from 
it to make anything? Do men take a peg 
from it to hang any vessel on' 4 Lo, it is 
given to the fire for fuel; when the fire 
has consumed both ends of it, and the 
middle of it is charred, is it useful for 
anything? 5 Behold, when it was whole, 
it was used for nothing; how much less, 
when the fire has consumed it and it is 
charred, can it ever be used for any
thing! o Therefore thus says the Lord 
Goo: Like the wood of the vine among 
the trees of the forest, which I have 
given to the fire for fuel, so will I give 
up the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 7And 
I will set my face against them; though 
they escape from the fire, the fire shall 
yet consume them; and you will know 
that I am the LORD, when I set my face 
against them. 8And I will make the land 
desolate, because they have acted faith
lessly, says the Lord Goo." 

16 Again the word of the LORD 
came to me: 2 "Son of man, make 

known to Jerusalem her abominations, 
J and say, Thus says the Lord Goo to 
Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth 
are of the land of the Canaanites; your 
father was an Amorite, and your mother 
a Hittite. 4And as for your birth, on the 
day you were born your navel string was 
not cut, nor were you washed with 
water to cleanse you, nor rubbed with 
salt, nor swathed with bands. 5 No eye 
pitied you, to do any of these things to 
you out of compassion for you; but you 
were cast out on the open field, for 
you were abhorred, on the day that you 
were born. 

6 "And when I passed by you, and 
saw you weltering in your blood, I said 
to you in your blood, 'Live, 7 and grow 
upb like a plant of the field.' And you 
grew up and became tall and arrived at 
full maidenhood; r your breasts were 
formed, and your hair had grown; yet 
you were naked and bare. 

8 "When I passed by you again and 
looked upon you, behold, you were at 
the age for love; and I spread my skirt 
over you, and covered your nakedness: 
yea, I plighted my troth to you and 
entered into a covenant with you, says 

Jerusalem a us.;/css vine 
the Lord Goo, and you became mine. 
9 Then I bathed you with water and 
washed off your blood from you, and 
anointed you with oil. 10 I clothed you 
also with embroidered cloth and shod 
you with leather, I swathed you in fine 
linen and covered you with silk. 11 And I 
decked you with ornaments, and put 
bracelets on your arms, and a chain on 
your neck. 12And I put a ring on your 
nose, and earrings in your ears, and a 
beautiful crown upon your head. 
U Thus you were decked with gold and 
silver; and your raiment was of fine 
linen, and silk, and embroidered cloth; 
you ate fine flour and honey and oil. You 
grew exceedingly beautiful, and came to 
regal estate. 14And your renown \\'ent 
forth among the nations because of your 
beauty, for it was perfect through the 
splendor which I had besrowed upon 
you, says the Lord Goo. 

15 "But you trusted in your beauty, 
and played the harlot because of your 
renown, and lavished your harlotries on 
any passer-by. 16 You took some of your 
garments, and made for yourself gaily 
decked shrines, and on them played the 
harlot; the like has never been, nor e,·er 
shall be. 11 You also took your fair 
jewels of my gold and of my silver, 
which I had given you, and made for 
yourself images of men, and with them 
played the harlot; 18 and you took your 
embroidered garments to cover them, 
and set my oil and my incense before 
them. 19Also my bread which I gave 
you-I fed you with fine flour and oil 
and honey-you set before them for a 
pleasing odor, says the Lord Goo." 
20And you rook your sons and your 
daughters, whom you had borne to me, 
and these you sacrificed to them to be 
devoured. Were your harlotries so small 
a matter 21 that you slaughtered my 
children and delivered them up as an 
offering by fire to them? 22And in all 
your abominations and your harlotries 
you did not remember the days of your 
youth, when you were naked and bare, 
weltering in your blood. 

23 "And after all your wickedness 
(woe, woe to you! says the Lord Goo), 
24 you built yourself a vaulted chamber. 
and made yourself a lofty place in every 
square; 25 at the head of every street you 
built your lofty place and prostituted 

1
; Gk Syr: Heb J. made vo11 a mvriad "Cn: Heb omamml of oniam~ms 

1 Syr: Heb cmd 11 was, -says th.,- Lord Goo 16.3: Ezek 16.45. 
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your beauty, offering yourself to any your lofty places; they shall strip you of 
passer-by, and multiplying your har- your clothes and take your fair jewels, 
lotrv. 26 You also played the harlot with and leave you naked and bare. 40 They 
the -Egyptians, your lustful neighbors, shall bring up a host against you, and 
multiplying your harlotry, to provoke they shall stone you and cut you to 
me to anger. 21 Behold, therefore, I pieces with their swords. 4 1And they 
stretched out my hand against you, and shall burn your houses and execute 
diminished your allotted portion, and judgments upon you in the sight of 
delivered you to the greed of your many women; I will make you stop 
enemies, the daughters of the Philis- playing the harlot, and you shall also 
tines, who were ashamed of your lewd give hire no more. 42 So will I satisfy my 
behavior. 2H You played the harlot also fury on you, and my jealousy shall de
with the Assyrians, because you were part from you; I will be calm, and will 
insatiable; yea, you played the harlot no more be angry. 4.1 Because you have 
with them, and still you were not satis- not remembered the days of your youth, 
tied. 29 You multiplied your harlotry but have enraged me with all these 
also with the trading land of Chalde'a; things; therefore, behold, I will requite 
and even with this you were not saris- your deeds upon your head, says the 
tied. Lord Gon. 

30 "How lovesick is your heart, says "Have you not committed lewdness 
the Lord Gou, seeing you did all these in addition to all your abominations? 
things, the deeds of a brazen harlot; 44 Behold, every one who uses proverbs 
!I building your vaulted chamber at the will use this proverb about you, 'Like 
head of every street, and making your mother, like daughter.' 45 You are the 
lofty place in every square. Yer you were daughter of your mother, who loathed 
not like a harlot, because you scorned her husband and her children; and you 
hire. -12Adulterous wife, who receives are the sister of your sisters, who 
strangers instead of her husband! loathed their husbands and their chil
.H Men give gifts to all harlots; but you dren. Your mother was a Hittite and 
gave your gifts to all your lovers, brib- your father an Amorite. 46And your 
ing them to come to you from every side elder sister is Samar'ia, who lived with 
for your harlotries .. 14 So you were dif- her daughters to the north of you; and 
ferent from other women in your har- your younger sister, who lived to the 
lorries: none solicited you to play the south of you, is Sodom with her 
harlot; and you gave hire, while no hire daughters. 47 Yet you were not content 
was given to you; therefore you were to walk in their ways, or do according to 
different. their abominations; within a very little 

35 "Wherefore, 0 harlot, hear the time you were more corrupt than they 
word of the LORD: .16 Thus says the in all your ways. 4MAs I live, says the 
Lord Gon, Because your shame was Lord Gou, your sister Sodom and her 
laid bare and your nakedness uncovered daughters have not done as you and 
in your harlotries with your lovers, and your daughters have done. 49 Behold, 
because of all your idols, and because of this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: 
the blood of your children that you gave she and her daughters had pride, surfeit 
to them, -' 7 therefore, behold, I will of food, and prosperous ease, but did 
gather all your lovers, with· whom not aid the poor and needy. so They 
you took pleasure, all those you were haughty, and did abominable 
loved and all those you loathed; I things before me; therefore I removed 
will gather them against you from them, when I saw it. 51 Samar'ia has not 
every side, and will uncover your committed half your sins; you have 
nakedness to them, that they may see committed more abominations than 
all your nakedness. IHAnd I will judge they, and have made your sisters appear 
you as women who break wedlock and righteous by all the abominations which 
shed blood are judged, and bring upon you have committed. 52 Bear your dis
you the blood of wrath and jealousy. grace, you also, for you have made judg
WAnd I will give you into the hand of ment favorable to your sisters; because 
your lovers, and they shall throw down of your sins in which you acted more 
your vaulted chamber and break down abominably than they, they are more in 
16.45: E1.ck 16. l. 
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the right than you. So be ashamed, you 
also, and bear your disgrace, for you 
have made your sisters appear right
eous. 

53 "I will restore their fortunes, both 
the fortunes of Sodom and her daugh
ters, and the fortunes of Samar'ia and 
her daughters, and I will restore your 
own fortunes in the midst of them, 
54 that you may bear your disgrace and 
be ashamed of all that you have done, 
becoming a consolation to them. SSAs 
for your sisters, Sodom and her daugh
ters shall return to their former estate, 
and Samar'ia and her daughters shall 
return to their former estate; and you 
and your daughters shall return to your 
former estate. 56 Was not your sister 
Sodom a byword in your mouth in the 
day of your pride, 57 before your 
wickedness was uncovered? Now you 
have become like her' an object of re
proach for the daughters of Edomf and 
all her neighbors, and for the daughters 
of the Philistines, those round about 
who despise you. 58 You bear the penal
ty of your lewdness and your abomina
tions, says the LORD. 

59 "Yea, thus says the Lord Goo: I 
will deal with you as you have done, 
who have despised the oath in breaking 
the covenant, 60 yet I will remember my 
covenant with you in the days of your 
youth, and I will establish with you an 
everlasting covenant. 61 Then you will 
remember your ways, and be ashamed 
when I" take your sisters, both your 
elder and your younger, and give them 
to you as daughters, but not on account 
of the covenant with you. 62 I will 
establish my covenant with you, and 
you shall know that I am the LORD, 
63 that you may remember and be con
founded, and never open your mouth 
again because of your shame, when I 
forgive you all that you have done, says 
the Lord Goo." 

17 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, propound a 

riddle, and speak an allegory to the 
house of Israel;. 3 say, Thus says the 
Lord Goo: A great eagle with great 
wings and long pinions, rich in plumage 
of many colors, came to Lebanon and 
took the top of the cedar ; 4 he broke off 
the topmost of its young twigs and 
carried it to a land of trade, and set it in 

God remembers his covenant 
a city of merchants. s Then he took of 
the seed of the land and planted it in 
fertile soil; he placed it beside abundant 
waters. He set it like a willow twig, 6 and 
it sprouted and became a low spreading 
vine, and its branches turned toward 
him, and its roots remained where it 
stood. So it became a vine, and brought 
forth branches and put forth foliage. 

7 "But there was another great eagle 
with great wings and much plumage: 
and behold, this vine bent its roots 
toward him, and shot forth its branches 
toward him that he might water it. 
From the bed where it was planted 8 he 
transplanted it 11 to good soil by abun
dant waters, that it might bring forth 
branches, and bear fruit, and become a 
noble vine. 9 Say, Thus says the Lord 
Goo: Will it thrive? Will he not pull 
up its roots and cut off its branches,; so 
that all its fresh sprouting leaves 
wither? It will not take a strong arm or 
many people to pull it from its roots. 
10 Behold, when it is transplanted, will 
it thrive? Will it not utterly wither when 
the east wind strikes it-wither awav on 
the bed where it grew?" -

11 Then the word of the LORD came 
to me: 12 "Say now to the rebellious 
house, Do you not know what these 
things mean? Tell them, Behold, the 
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and 
took her king and her princes and 
brought them to him to Babylon. l3And 
he took one of the seed royal and made a 
covenant with him, putting him under 
oath. (The chief men of the land he had 
taken away, 14 that the kingdom might 
be humble and not life itself up, and 
that by keeping his covenant it might 
stand.) IS But he rebelled against him by 
sending ambassadors to Egypt, that 
they might give him horses and a large 
army. Will he succeed? Can a man 
escape who does such things? Can he 
break the covenant and yet escape? l<>A, 
I live, says the Lord Goo, surely in the 
place where the king dwells who made 
him king, whose oath he despised, and 
whose covenant with him he broke, in 
Babylon he shall die. 17 Pharaoh with 
his mighty army and great company will 
not help him in war, when mounds are 
cast up and siege walls built to cut off 
many lives. 18 Because he despised the 
oath and broke the covenant, because he 

1
' Cn: Heb uncertain 1 Another reading is A ram !I Syr: Heb you 11 Cn: Heb ir was lra11SpliJufl·d 
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gave his hand and yet did all these holds his hand from m1quity, executes 
things, he shall not escape. 19 Therefore true justice between man and man, 
thus says the Lord Goo: As I live, 9 walks in my statutes, and is careful to 
surely my oath which he despised, and observe my ordinances1-he is right
my covenant which he broke, I will eous, he shall surely live, says the Lord 
requite upon his head. 20 I will spread Goo. 
my net over him, and he shall be taken 10 "If he begets a son who is a rob
in my snare, and I will bring him to ber, a shedder of blood,"' 11 who does 
Babylon and enter into judgment with none of these duties, but eats upon the 
him there for the treason he has com- mountains, defiles his neighbor's wife, 
mined against me. 21And all the pickJ 12 oppresses the poor and needy, com
of his troops shall fall by the sword, and mits robbery, does not restore the 
the survivors shall be scattered to every pledge, lifts up his eyes to the idols, 
wind; and you shall know that I, the commits abomination, 13 lends at in
LORD, have spoken." terest, and takes increase; shall he then 

22 Thus says the Lord Goo: "I live? He shall not live. He has done all 
myself will take a sprig from the lofty these abominable things; he shall surely 
top of the cedar, and will set it out; I die; his blood shall be upon himself. 
will break off from the topmost of its 14 "But if this man begets a son who 
young twigs a tender one, and I myself sees all the sins which his father has 
will plant it upon a high and lofty done, and fears, and does not do like
mountain; 2.1 on the mountain height of wise, IS who does not eat upon the 
Israel will I plant it, that it may bring mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols 
forth boughs and bear fruit, and be- of the house of Israel, does not defile his 
come a noble cedar; and under it will neighbor's wife, 16 does not wrong any 
dwell all kinds of beasts ;k in the shade one, exacts no pledge, commits no rob
of its branches birds of every sort will bery, but gives his bread to the hungry 
nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall and covers the naked with a garmt>nt, 
know that I the LORD bring low the high 17 withholds his ham~ from iniquity," 
tree, and make high the low tree, dry up takes no interest or increase, observes 
the green tree, and make the dry tree my ordinances, and walks in my 
flourish. I the LORD have spoken, and I statutes; he shall not die for his father's 
will do it." iniquity; he shall surely live. IHAs for 

18 The word of the LORD came to his father, because he practiced extor
me again: 2 "What do you mean tion, robbed his brother, and did what 

by repeating this proverb concerning is not good among his people, behold, 
the land of Israel, 'The fathers have he shall die for his iniquity. 
eaten sour grapes, and the children's 19 "Yet you say, 'Why should not the 
teeth are set on edge'? ·1As I live, says son suffer for the iniquity of the father?' 
the Lord Goo, this proverb shall no When the son has done what is lawful 
more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, and right, and has been careful to ob
all souls are mine; the soul of the father serve all my statutes, he shall surely 
a~ well as the soul of the son is mine: the live. 20 The soul that sins shall die. The 
soul that sins shall die. son shall not suffer for the iniquity of 

5 "If a man is righteous and does the father, nor the father suffer for the 
what is lawful and right-6 if he does iniquity of the son; the righteousness of 
not eat upon the mountains or lift up the righteous shall be upon himself, and 
his eyes to the idols of the house of the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
hrael, does not defile his neighbor's upon himself. 
wife or approach a woman in her time 21 "But if a wicked man turns away 
of impurity, 1 does not oppress any from all his sins which' he has com
one, but restores to the debtor his mined and keeps all my statutes and 
pledge, commits no robbery, gives his does what is lawful and right, he shall 
bread to the hungry and covers the surely live; he shall not die. 22 None of 
naked with a garment, 8 does not lend the transgressions which he has com
ae interest or take any increase, with- mined shall be remembered against 

:
1
,Anothcr real.Jing isf111:iriv('I ~ Gk.: He~ luck:. all ki,,d.1 of beaH~ 1 Gk: Heb ha.1 kept my ordimrna.~, 10 dt•al truly 

Heb ~food, a"d Ju doe.~ a11y of 1he.1e thmg.~ 11 Gk: Heb thl' poor 
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him; for the righteousness which he has 
done he shall live. 2.\ Have I any 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, says 
the Lord Goo, and not rather that he 
should turn from his way and live? 
2~ But when a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and commits 
iniquity and does the same abominable 
things that the wicked man does, shall 
he live' None of the righteous deeds 
which he has done shall be remem
bered; for the treachery of which he is 
guilty and the sin he has committed, he 
shall die. 

25 "Yet you say, 'The way of the 
Lord is not just.' Hear now, 0 house of 
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 26 When a 
righteous man turns away from his 
righteousness and commits iniquity, he 
shall die for it; for the iniquity which he 
has committed he shall die. 27Again, 
when a wicked man turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does 
what is lawful and right, he shall save 
his life. 28 Because he considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions 
which he had committed, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die. 2'1 Yet the house of 
Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not 
just.' 0 house of Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just? 

30 "Therefore I will judge you, 0 
house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, says the Lord Goo. Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, 
lest iniquity be your ruin." .11 Cast away 
from you all the transgressions which 
you have committed against me, and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, 0 house of 
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the 
death of any one, says the Lord Goo; 
so turn, and live." 

19 
say: 

And you, take up a lamentation 
for the princes of Israel, 2 and 

What a lioness was your mother 
among lions ! 

She couched in the midst of young 
lions, 

rearing her whelps . 
. I And she brought up one of her 

whelps; 

Lamentation for Israel 
he became a young lion, 

and he learnec! to catch prey; 
he de\'oured men. 

~ The nations sounded an alarm against 
him; 

he was taken in their pit; 
and they brought him with hooks 

to the land of Egypt. 
> \Vhen she saw that she was baffied,1• 

that he:r hope was lost, 
she took another of her whelps 

and made him a young lion. 
6 He prowled among the lions; 

he became a young lion, 
and he learned to catch prey; 

he devoured men. 
7 And he ravaged their strongholds," 

and laid waste their cities; 
and the land was appalled and all 

who were in it 
at the sound of his roaring. 

x Then the nations set against him 
snares' on every side; 

they spread their net over him; 
he was taken in their pit. 

9 With hooks they put him in a cage, 
and brought him to the king or 

Babylon; 
they brought him into custody, 

that his \'Oice should no more be 
heard 

upon the mountains of Israel. 

Io Your mother was like a \'ine in a 
\·inevard' 

transpfanted by the water, 
fruitful and full of branches 

by reason of abundant water. 
11 Its strongest stem became 

a ruler's scepter; 
it towered aloft 

among the thick boughs; 
it was seen in its height 

with the mass of its branches. 
12 But the vine was plucked up in fury, 

cast down to the ground; 
the east wind dried it up; 

its fruit was stripped off, 
its strong stem was withered; 

the fire consumed it. 
D Now it is transplanted in the wilder

ness, 
in a dry and thirsty land. 

14 And fire has gone out from its stem, 
has consumed its branches and 

fruit, 
0 Or so 1ha1 thl'Y shall ,,01 b,; a st11mbJ111c block of i11iq11i1y w you JI Heb had n.'aih·J 
11 Tg Compare Thcodotion: Heb k11ew his wr-dl)WS 'Cn: Heb from thL· prm·i11L"L'S s Cn: Heb i11 ym1r bJ1_1l1J 
18.23: Ezck 18.32; 33.11. 18.31: Elek 11.19; 36.26. 18.32: Ezek 18.23; 33.11. 
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so that there remains in it no strong 

stem, 
no scepter for a ruler. 

This is a lamentation, and has be
come a lamentation. 

20 In the seventh year, in the fifth 
month, on the tenth day of the 

month, certain of the elders of Israel 
came to inquire of the LORD, and sat 
before me. 2And the word of the LORD 
came to me: J "Son of man, speak to the 
elder' of Israel, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord Goo, Is it to inquire of 
me that you come? As I live, says the 
Lord Goo, I will not be inquired of by 
you. 4 Will you judge them, son of man, 
will you judge them? Then let them 
know the abominations of their fathers, 
5 and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
Goo: On the day when I chose Israel, I 
swore to the seed of the house of Jacob, 
making myself known to them in the 
land of Egypt, I swore to them, saying, I 
am the LORD your God. 6 On that day I 
swore to them that I would bring them 
out of the land of Egypt into a land that 
I had searched out for them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, the most 
glorious of all lands. 7 And I said to 
them, Cast away the detestable things 
your eyes feast on, every one of you, and 
do not defile yourselves with the idols of 
Egypt; I am the LORD your God. H But 
they rebelled against me and would not 
listen to me; they did not every man 
cast away the detestable things their 
eyes feasted on, nor did they forsake the 
idols of Egypt. 

"Then I thought I would pour out 
my wrath upon them and spend my 
anger against them in the midst of the 
land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake 
of my name, that it should not be pro
faned in the sight of the nations among 
whom they dwelt, in whose sight I made 
myself known to them in bringing them 
out of the land of Egypt. 10 So I led 
them out of the land of Egypt and 
brought them into the wilderness. 11 I 
gave them my statutes and showed them 
my ordinances, by whose observance 
man shall live. 12 Moreover I gave them 
my sabbaths, as a sign between me and 
them, that they might know that I the 
LORD sanctify them. 13 But the house of 
Israel rebelled against me in the wilder
ness; they did not walk in my statutes 

but rejected my ordinances, by whose 
observance man shall live; and my 
sabbaths they greatly profaned. 

"Then I thought I would pour out 
my wrath upon them in the wilderness, 
to make a full end of them. 14 But I 
acted for the sake of my name, that it 
should not be profaned in the sight of 
the nations, in whose sight I had 
brought them out. 15 Moreover I swore 
to them in the wilderness that I would 
not bring them into the land which I 
had given them, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, the most glorious of 
all lands, 16 because they rejected my 
ordinances and did not walk in my 
statutes, and profaned my sabbaths; for 
their heart went after their idols. 
17 Nevertheless my eye spared them, 
and I did not destroy them or make a 
full end of them in the wilderness. 

18 "And I said to their children in the 
wilderness, Do not walk in the statutes 
of your fathers, nor observe their ordi
nances, nor defile yourselves with their 
idols. 19 I the LORD am your God; walk 
in my statutes, and be careful to observe 
my ordinances, 20 and hallow my sab
baths that they may be a sign between 
me and you, that you may know that I 
the LORD am your God. 21 But the chil
dren rebelled against me; they did not 
walk in my statutes, and were not care
ful to observe my ordinances, by whose 
observance man shall live; they pro
faned my sabbaths. 

"Then I thought I would pour out 
my wrath upon them and spend my 
anger against them in the wilderness. 
22 But I withheld my hand, and acted 
for the sake of my name, that it should 
not be profaned in the sight of the na
tions, in whose sight I had brought 
them out. 23 Moreover I swore to them 
in the wilderness that I would scatter 
them among the nations and disperse 
them through the countries, 24 because 
they had not executed my ordinances, 
but had rejected my statutes and pro
faned my sabbaths, and their eyes were 
set on their fathers' idols. 25 Moreover I 
gave them statutes that were not good 
and ordinances by which they could not 
have life; 26 and I defiled them through 
their very gifts in making them offer by 
fire all their first-born, that I might 
horrify them; I did it that they might 
know that I am the LORD. 

27 "Therefore, son of man, speak to 
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the house or brae! and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord Goo: In this again 
your fathers blasphemed me, by dealing 
treacherously with me. 2K For when I 
had brought them into the land which I 
swore to give them, then wherever they 
saw any high hill or any leafy tree, there 
they offered their sacrifices and pre
sented the provocation of their offering; 
there they sent up their soothing odors, 
and there they poured out their drink 
offerings. 2'! (I said to them, What is the 
high place to which you go? So its name 
is called Bamah 1 to this day.) 10 Where
fore say to the house of Israel, Thus 
says the Lord Goo: Will you defile 
yourselves after the manner of your 
fathers and go astray after their detest
able things? .\I When you offer your gifts 
and sacrifice your sons by fire, you de
file yourselves with all your idols to this 
day. And shall I be inquired of by you, 
0 house of Israel? As I live, says the 
Lord Goo, I will not be inquired of by 
you. 

32 "What is in your mind shall never 
happen-the thought, 'Let us be like 
the nations, like the tribes of the coun
tries, and worship wood and stone.' 

33 "As I live, says the Lord Goo, 
surely with a mighty hand and an out
stretched arm, and with wrath poured 
out, I will be king over you . .\.J I will 
bring you out from the peoples and 
gather you out of the countries where 
you are scattered, with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, and with 
wrath poured out; ·'' and I will bring 
you into the wilderness of the peoples, 
and there I will enter into judgment 
with you face to face. ·'6As I entered into 
judgment with your fathers in the wil
derness of the land of Egypt, so I will 
enter into judgment with you, says the 
Lord Goo . .\7 I will make you pass un
der the rod, and I will let you go in by 
number." .\X I will purge out the rebels 
from among you, and those who trans
gress against me; I will bring them out 
of the land where they sojourn, but they 
shall not enter the land of Israel. Then 
you will know that I am the LORD. 

39 "As for you, 0 house of Israel, 
thus says the Lord Goo: Go serve every 
one of you his idols, now and hereafter, 
if you will not listen to me; but my holy 

name you shall no more profane with 
your gifts and your idols. 

40 "For on my holy mountain, the 
mountain height of Israel, says the 
Lord Goo, there all the house of Israel, 
all of them, shall serve me in the land; 
there I will accept them, and there I will 
require your contributions and the 
choicest of your gifts, with all vour 
sacred offerings . .JlAs a pleasing odor I 
will accept you, when I bring you out 
from the peoples, and gather you out of 
the countries where you have been 
scattered; and I will manifest mv 
holiness among you in the sight of the 
nations . .J2And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I bring you into the 
land of Israel, the country which I 
swore to give to your fathers . .J'And 
there you shall remember your ways 
and all the doings with which you ha\·c 
polluted yourselves; and you shall 
loathe yourselves for all the evils that 
you have committed . .J.JAnd you shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I deal 
with you for my name's sake, not ac
cording to your evil ways, nor according 
to your corrupt doings, 0 house of 
Israel, says the Lord Goo.'' 

45' And the word of the LORD came 
to me: .Jo "Son of man, set your face 
toward the south, preach against the 
south, and prophesy against the forest 
land in the N egeb; .i 7 say to the forest or 
the Negeb, Hear the word of the LORD: 
Thus says the Lord Goo, Behold, I will 
kindle a fire in you, and it shall dernur 
every green tree in you and e\·ery dry 
tree; the blazing flame shall not be 
quenched, and all faces from south to 
north shall be scorched bv it. .JSAll 
flesh shall see that I the LoRD have 
kindled it; it shall not be quenched.,. 
-1•1 Then I said, "Ah Lord Goo! they 
are saying of me, 'Is he not a maker of 
allegories?' " 

21 "' The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, set vour face 

toward Jerusalem and preach against 
the sanctuaries; prophesy against the 
land of Israel -' and sav to the land of 
Israel, Thus says the LORD: Behold, I 
am against you, and will draw forth my 
sword out of its sheath, and will cut off 
from you both righteous and wicked. 
.J Because I will cut off from you both 

'.That is H_igh Place 11 Gk: Heb bri"g yo11 imo 1h1..• bond of rhl' covenr.mt u Ch 21.1 in Heb 
"Ch 21.6 m Heb 
20.41: Eph 5.2; Phil 4.18. 20.43: Ezok 6.9; 36.31. 
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righteous and wicked, therefore my city; 20 mark a way for the sword to 
sword shall go out of its sheath against come to Rabbah of the Ammonites and 
all flesh from south to north; s and all to Judah and to' Jerusalem the fortified. 
flesh shall know that I the LORD have 21 For the king of Babylon stands at the 
drawn my sword out of its sheath; it parting of the way, at the head of the 
shall not be sheathed again. 6 Sigh two ways, to use divination; he shakes 
therefore, son of man; sigh with break- ~he arrows, he consults the teraphim, he 
ing heart and bitter grief before their looks at the liver. 22 Into his right hand 
eyes. 7And when they say to you, 'Why comes the lot for Jerusalem," to open 
do you sigh?' you shall say, 'Because of the mouth with a cry,'' to lift up the 
the tidings. When it comes, every heart voice with shouting, to set battering 
will melt and all hands will be feeble, rams against the gates, to cast up 
every spirit will faint and all knees will mounds, to build siege towers. 23 But to 
be weak as water. Behold, it comes and them it will seem like a false divination; 
it will be fulfilled,'" says the Lord they have sworn solemn oaths; but he 
GOD. brings their guilt to remembrance, that 

8 And the word of the LORD came to they may be captured. 
me: 9 "Son of man, prophesy and say, 24 "Therefore thus says the Lord 
Thus says the Lord, Say: GOD: Because you have made your guilt 

A sword, a sword is sharpened to be remembered, in that your trans-
and also polished, gressions are uncovered, so that in all 

10 sharpened for slaughter, your doings your sins appear-because 
polished to flash like lightning! you have come to remembrance, you 

Or do we make mirth? You have de- shall be taken in them." 25And you, 0 
'pised the rod, my son, with every- unhallowed wicked one, prince of Is
thing of wood. 11 So the sword is given rael, whose day has come, the time of 
to be polished, that it may be handled; your final punishment, 26 thus says the 
it is sharpened and polished to be Lord GOD: Remove the turban, and 
given into the hand of the slayer. 12 Cry take off the crown; things shall not re
and wail, son of man, for it is against my main as they are; exalt that which is 
people; it is against all the princes of low, and abase that which is high. 27 A 
Israel; they are Jelivered over to the ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it; there 
sword with my people. Smite therefore shall not be even a trace<1 of it until he 
upon your thigh. 13 For it will not be a comes whose right it is; and to him I 
testing-what could it do if you despise will give it. 
the rod?" says the Lord GoD. 28 "And you, son of man, prophesy, 

14 "Prophesy therefore, son of man; and say, Thus says the Lord GOD con
clap your hands and let the sword come cerning the Ammonites, and concerning 
down twice, yea thrice, the sword for their reproach; say, A sword, a sword is 
those to be slain; it is the sword for the drawn for the slaughter, it is polished to 
great slaughter, which encompasses glitter' and to flash like lightning
them, 1' that their hearts may melt, and 29 while they see for you false visions, 
many fall at all their gates. I have given while they divine lies for you-to be 
the glittering sword; ah! it is made like laid on the necks of the unhallowed 
lightning, it is polishedI for slaughter. wicked, whose day has come, the time 
1° Cut sharply to right11 and left where of their final punishment. 30 Return it to 
your edge is directed. 17 I also will clap its sheath. In the place where you were 
my hands, and I will satisfy my fury; I created, in the land of your origin, I will 
the LORD have spoken." judge you. 31And I will pour out my 

18 The word of the LORD came to me indignation upon you; I will blow upon 
again: 19 "Son of man, mark two ways you with the fire of my wrath; and I 
for the sword of the king of Babylon to will deliver you into the hands of brutal 
come; both of them shall come forth men, skilful to destroy. 32 You shall be 
from the same land. And make a sign- fuel for the fire; your blood shall be in 
post, make it at the head of the way to a the midst of the land; you shall be no 

r Tg: Heb wrapped up Y Gk Syr Vg: J:eb right, set l Gk Syr: Heb in 
" Heb Jerusalem, to set batrering rams 1 Gk: Heb with slaughter r Gk: Heb with the hand 
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the sight of the nations ; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD." 

more remembered; for I the LORD have 
spoken." 

22 Moreover the word of the LoRD 
came to me, saying, 2 "And you, 

son of man, will you judge, will you 
judge the bloody city? Then declare to 
her all her abominable deeds. 3 You 
shall say, Thus says the Lord Goo: A 
city that sheds blood in the midst of her, 
that her time may come, and that makes 
idols to defile herself! 4 You have be
come guilty by the blood which you 
have shed, and defiled by the idols 
which you have made; and you have 
brought your day near, the appointed 
time! of your years has come. Therefore 
I have made you a reproach to the na
tions, and a mocking to all the countries. 
5 Those who are near and those who are 
far from you will mock you, you in
famous one, full of tumult. 

6 "Behold, the princes of Israel in 
you, every one according to his power, 
have been bent on shedding blood. 
7 Father and mother are treated with 
contempt in you; the sojourner suffers 
extortion in your midst; the fatherless 
and the widow are wronged in you. 
8 You have despised my holy things, 
and profaned my sabbaths. 9 There are 
men in you who slander to shed blood, 
and men in you who eat upon the moun
tains; men commit lewdness in your 
midst. 10 In you men uncover their 
fathers' nakedness; in you they humble 
women who are unclean in their im
purity. 11 One conunits abomination 
with his neighbor's wife; another lewdly 
defiles his daughter-in-law; another in 
you defiles his sister, his father's daugh
ter. 12 In you men take bribes to shed 
blood; you take interest and increase 
and make gain of your neighbors by ex
tortion; and you have forgotten me, 
says the Lord Goo. 

13 "Behold, therefore, I strike my 
hands together at the dishonest gain 
which you have made, and at the blood 
which has been in the midst of you. 
14 Can your courage endure, or can your 
hands be strong, in the days that I shall 
deal with you? I the LORD have spoken, 
and I will do it. IS I will scatter you 
among the nations and disperse you 
through the countries, and I will con
sume your filthiness out of you. 16And 
I" shall be profaned through you in 

17 And the word of the LORD came 
to me: 18 "Son of man, the house of 
Israel has become dross to me; all of 
them, silver'' and bronze and tin and 
iron and lead in the furnace, have be
come dross. 19 Therefore thus says the 
Lord Goo: Because you have all be
come dro~s, therefore, behold, I will 
gather you into the midst of Jerusalem 
20As men gather silver and bronze and 
iron and lead and tin into a furnace, to 
blow the fire upon it in order to melt it ; 
so I will gather you in my anger and in 
my wrath, and I will put you in and 
melt you. 21 I will gather you and blow 
upon you with the fire of my wrath, and 
you shall be melted in the midst of it. 
22As silver is melted in a furnace, so you 
shall be melted in the midst of it; and 
you shall know that I the LORD have 
poured out my wrath upon you." 

23 And the word of the LORD came 
to me: 24 "Son of man, say to her, You 
are a land that is not cleansed, or rained 
upon in the day of indignation. 25 Her 
princesi in the midst of her are like a 
roaring lion tearing the prey; they have 
devoured human lives; they have taken 
treasure and precious things; they han 
made many widows in the midst of her. 
26 Her priests have done violence to my 
law and have profaned my holy things ; 
they have made no distinction between 
the holy and the conunon, neither have 
they taught the difference between the 
unclean and the clean, and they have 
disregarded my sabbaths, so thar I am 
profaned among them. 27 Her princes in 
the midst of her are like wolves tearing 
the prey, shedding blood, destroying 
lives to get dishonest gain. 28And her 
prophets have daubed for them with 
whitewash, seeing false visions and 
divining lies for them, saying, 'Thus 
says the Lord Goo,' when the LORD has 
not spoken. 29 The people of the land 
have practiced extortion and com -
mined robbery; they have oppressed 
the poor and needy, and have extorted 
from the sojourner without redress. 
30And I sought for a man among them 
who should build up the wall and stand 
in the breach before me for the land, 
that I should not destroy it; but I found 
none. 31 Therefore I have poured out 

1 Two Mss Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb un11/ II Gk Syr Vg: Heb yo~ 
1' Transposed from the end of the verse. Compare verse 20 1 Gk: Heb a conspiracy of her prupluts 
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my indignation upon them; I have con- doted upon them, and sent messengers 
sumed them with the fire of my wrath; to them in Chalde'a. I7And the Baby
their way have I requited upon their lonians came to her into the bed of love, 
heads, says the Lord Goo." and they defiled her with their lust; and 

23 The word of the LORD came to after she was polluted by them, she 
me: 2 "Son of man, there were turned from them in disgust. IR When 

two women, the daughters of one she carried on her harlotry so openly 
mother; J they played the harlot in and flaunted her nakedness, I turned in 
Egypt; they played the harlot in their disgust from her, as I had turned from 
youth; there their breasts were pressed her sister. 19 Yet she increased her 
and their virgin bosoms handled. harlotry, remembering the days of her 
4 Oho"lah was the name of the elder and youth, when she played the harlot in the 
Ohol'ibah the name of her sister. They land of Egypt 20 and doted upon her 
became mine, and they bore sons and paramours there, whose members were 
daughters. As for their names, Oho'lah like those of asses, and whose issue was 
is Samar'ia, and Ohol'ibah is Jerusalem. like that of horses. 21 Thus you longed 

5 "Oho'lah played the harlot while for the lewdness of your youth, when 
she was mine; and she doted on her the Egyptiansi handled your bosom 
lover> the Assyrians, 0 warriors clothed and pressedk your young breasts." 
in purple, governors and commanders, 22 Therefore, 0 Ohol'ibah, thus says 
all of them desirable young men, the Lord Goo: "Behold, I will rouse 
horsemen riding on horses. 7 She be- against you your lovers from whom you 
stowed her harlotries upon them. the turned in disgust, and I will bring them 
choicest men of Assyria all of them; and against you from every side: 2J the 
she defiled herself with all the idols of Babylonians and all the Chalde'ans, 
every one on whom she doted. H She Pekod and Sho'a and Ko'a, and all the 
did not give up her harlotry which she Assyrians with them, desirable young 
had practiced since her days in Egypt; men, governors and commanders all of 
for in her youth men had lain with her them, officers and warriors/ all of them 
and handled her virgin bosom and riding on horses. 24And they shall come 
poured out their lust upon her. 9 There- against you from the north 111 with 
fore I delivered her into the hands of chariots and wagons and a host of peo
her lovers, into the hands of the As- pies; they shall set themselves against 
syrians, upon whom she doted. Io These you on every side with buckler, shield, 
uncovered her nakedness; they seized and helmet, and I will commit the judg
her sons and her daughters; and her ment to them, and they shall judge you 
they slew with the sword; and she be- according to their judgments. 25And I 
came a byword among women, when will direct my indignation against you, 
judgment had been executed upon her. that they may deal with you in fury. 

11 "Her sister Ohol'ibah saw this, They shall cut off your nose and your 
yet >he was more corrupt than she in her, ears, and your survivors shall fall by the 
doting and in her harlotry, which was sword. They shall seize your sons and 
worse than that of her sister. 12 She your daughters, and your survivors 
doted upon the Assyrians, governors shall be devoured by fire. 21> They shall 
and commanders, warriors clothed in also strip you of your clothes and take 
full armor, horsemen riding on horses, away your fine jewels. 27 Thus I will put 
all of them desirable young men. IJAnd an end to your lewdness and your har-
1 saw that she was defiled; they both lotry brought from the land of Egypt ; 
took the same way. 14 But she carried so that you shall not lift up your eyes to 
her harlotry further; she saw men por- the Egyptians or remember them any 
trayed upon the wall, the images of the more. 2H For thus says the Lord Goo: 
Chalde'ans portrayed in vermilion, Behold, I will deliver you into the hands 
15 girded with belts on their loins, with of those whom you hate, into the hands 
flowing turbans on their heads, all of of those from whom you turned in dis
them looking like officers, a picture of gust; 29 and they shall deal with you in 
Babylonians whose native land was hatred, and take away all the fruit of 
Chalde'a. Io When she saw them she your labor, and leave you naked and 
i Two Mss: Heb from b"gypt A· Cn: Heb for 1he sake of 1 Compare verses 6 and 12: Heb called 
111 Gk: The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 
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beautiful crowns upon bare, and the nakedness of your harlotry 

shall be uncovered. Your lewdness and 
your harlotry JO have brought this upon 
you, because you played the harlot with 
the nations, and polluted yourself with 
their idols .. II You have gone the way of 
your sister; therefore I will give her cup 
into your hand. J2 Thus says the Lord 
GoD: 

"You shall drink your sister's cup 
which is deep and large; 

you shall be laughed at and held in 
derision, 

for it contains much; 
.IJ you will be filled with drunkenness 

and sorrow. 
A cup of horror and desolation, 

is the cup of your sister Samar'ia; 
.14 you shall drink it and drain it out, 

and pluck out your hair," 
and tear your breasts; 

for I have spoken, says the Lord GoD. 
.15 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 
Because you have forgotten me and 
cast me behind your back, therefore 
bear the consequences of your lewdness 
and harlotry." 

36 The LORD said to me: "Son of 
man, will you judge Oho'lah and Oho!' -
ibah? Then declare to them their 
abominable deeds. .11 For they have 
committed adultery, and blood is upon 
their hands; with their idols they have 
committed adultery; and they have even 
offered up to them for food the sons 
whom they had borne to me. 38 More
over this they have done to me: they 
have defiled my sanctuary on the same 
day and profaned my sabbaths. 39 For 
when they had slaughtered their chil
dren in sacrifice to their idols, on the 
same day they came into my sanctuary 
to profane it. And lo, this is what they 
did in my house. 40 They even sent for 
men to come from far, to whom a 
messenger was sent, and lo, they came. 
For them you bathed yourself, painted 
your eyes, and decked yourself with 
ornaments; 41 you sat upon a stately 
couch, with a table spread before it on 
which you had placed my incense and 
my oil. 42 The sound of a carefree mul
'titude was with her; and with men of 
the common sort drunkards" were 
brought from the wilderness; and they 
put bracelets upon the hands of the 

women, and 
their heads. 

43 "Then I said, Do not men now 
commit adultery'' when they practice 
harlotry with her? 44 For they have gone 
in to her, as men go in to a harlot. Thus 
they went in to Oho'lah and to Oho!' -
ibah to commit lewdness. q 45 But 
righteous men shall pass judgment on 
them with the sentence of adulteresses, 
and with the sentence of women that 
shed blood; because they are adul
teresses, and blood is upon their 
hands." 

46 For thus says the Lord GoD: 
"Bring up a host against them, and 
make them an object of terror and a 
spoil. 47And the host shall stone them 
and dispatch them with their swords; 
they shall slay their sons and their 
daughters, and burn up their houses. 
48 Thus will I put an end to lewdness in 
the land, that all women may take 
warning and not commit lewdness as 
you have done. 49And your lewdness 
shall be requited upon you, and you 
shall bear the penalty for your sinful 
idolatry; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord GoD." 

24 In the ninth year, in the tenth 
month, on the ti:nth day of the 

month, the word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, write down the 
name of this day, this very day. The 
king of Babylon has laid siege to Jeru
salem this very day. -1And utter an 
allegory to the rebellious house and say 
to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Set on the pot, set it on, 
pour in water also; 

4 put in it the pieces of flesh, 
all the good pieces, the thigh and 

the shoulder; 
fill it with choice bones. 

5 Take the choicest one of the flock. 
pile the logs' under it; 

boil its pieces,' 
seethe' also its bones in it. 

6 "Therefore thus says the Lord 
GoD: Woe to the bloody city, to the 
pot whose rust is in it, and whose rust 
has not gone out of it! Take out of it 
piece after piece, without making any 
choice." 7 For the blood she has shed 
is still in the midst of her; she put it 011 

the bare rock, she did not pour it upon 
11 Compare Syr: Heb gru1w ,-ts she,-ds 0 Heb uncertain P Compare Gk Heb obscure 
11 Gk: Heb a woman of h-wdness 1 Compare verse 10: Heb tht· borics ~Two Mss Heb us bo1/111gs 
1 Cn: Heb iis bo11es seethe 11 Heb '1(1 /or has fallen 11po,, ir 
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the ground to cover it with dust. H To away in your iniquities and groan to one 
rouse mv wrath, to take vengeance, I another. 24 Thus shall Ezekiel be to you 
have set -on the bare rock the blood she a sign; according to all that he has done 
has ~hed, that it may not be covered. you shall do. When this comes, then 
9 Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: you will know that I am the Lord 
Woe to the bloody city! I also will make Goo.' 
the pile great. 10 Heap on the logs, 25 "And you, son of man, on the day 
kindle the fire, boil well the flesh, and when I take from them their stronghold, 
empty out the broth," and let the bones their joy and glory, the delight of their 
he burned up. 11 Then set it empty upon eyes and their heart's desire, and also 
the coals, that it may become hot, and their sons and daughters, 2o on 'that day 
its copper may burn, that its filthiness a fugitive will come to you to report to 
may be melted in it, its rust consumed. you the news. 27 On that day your 
12 In vain I have wearied myself;'" its mouth will be opened to the fugitive, 
thick rust does not go out of it by fire. and you shall speak and be no longer 
13 Its rust is your filthy lewdness. Be- dumb. So you will be a sign to them; 
cause I would have cleansed you and and they will know that I am the LORD." 
you were not cleansed from your filthi
ness, you shall not be cleansed any more 
till I have satisfied my fury upon you. 
14 I the LORD have spoken; it shall come 
to pass, I will do it; I will not go back, 
I will not spare, I will not repent; ac
cording to your ways and your doings I 
will judge you, says the Lord Goo." 

15 Also the word of the LORD came 
to me: lo "Son of man, behold, I am 
about to take the delight of your eyes 
away from you at a stroke; yet you shall 
not mourn or weep nor shall your tears 
run down. 17 Sigh, but not aloud; make 
no mourning for the dead. Bind on your 
turban, and put your shoes on your 
feet; do not cover your lips, nor eat the 
bread of mourners."' IH So I spoke to 
the people in the morning, and at 
evening my wife died. And on the next 
morning I did as I was commanded. 

19 And the people said to me, "Will 
you not tell us what these things mean 
for us, that you are acting thus?" 
20 Then I said to them, "The word of 
the LoRn came to me: 21 'Say to the 
house of Israel, Thus says the Lord 
Goo: Behold, I will profane my 
sanctuary, the pride of your power, the 
delight of your eyes, and the desire of 
your soul; and your sons and your 
daughters whom you left behind shall 
fall by the sword. 22And you shall do as 
I have done; you shall not cover your 
lips, nor eat the bread of mourners .. ' 
23 Your turbans shall be on your heads 
and your shoes on your feet; you shall 
not mourn or weep, but you shall pine 

25 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, set your face 

toward the Anunonites, and prophesy 
against them. 3 Say to the Ammonites, 
Hear the word of the Lord Goo: Thus 
says the Lord Goo, Because you said, 
'Aha!' over my sanctuary when it was 
profaned, and over the land of Israel 
when it was made desolate, and over the 
house of Judah when it went into exile; 
4 therefore I am handing you over to the 
people of the East for a possession, and 
they shall set their encampments among 
you and make their dwellings in your 
midst; they shall eat your fruit, and they 
shall drink your milk. s I will make 
Rabbah a pasture for camels and the 
cities of the Ammonites!/ a fold for 
flocks. Then you will know that I am 
the LORD. ° For thus says the Lord 
Goo: Because you have clapped your 
hands and stamped your feet and re
joiced with all the malice within you 
against the land of Israel, 7 therefore, 
behold, I have stretched out my hand 
against you, and will hand you over as 
spoil to the nations; and I will cut you 
off from the peoples and will make you 
perish out of the countries; I will 
destroy you. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD. 

8 "Thus says the Lord Goo: Because 
Moab 2 said, Behold, the house of Judah 
is like all the other nations, 9 therefore I 
will lay open the flank of Moab from the 
cities" on its frontier, the glory of the 
country, Beth-jesh'imoth, Ba'al-me'on, 

,. Compare Gk: Heb mix the sP._lces "' Cn: Heb uncertain .r Vg Tg: Heb met1 
.'I Cn: Heb leeks the cities of z Gk Old La1in: Heb Moab and Seir " Heb cities from its ciries 
25.1-7: Jcr 49.1-6; Ezek 21.28-32; Amos 1.13-15; Zeph 2.8-11. 
25.8-11: I• 15-16; 25.10-12; )er 48; Amos 2.1-3; Zcph 2.8-11. 
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and Kiriatha'irn. 10 I will give it along 
with the Ammonites to the people of 
the East as a possession, that itl' may be 
remembered no more among the na
tions, 11 and I will execute judgments 
upon Moab. Then they will know that I 
am the LORD. 

12 "Thus says the Lord Goo: Be
cause Edom acted revengefully against 
the house of Judah and has grievously 
offended in taking vengeance upon 
them, I.I therefore thus says the Lord 
Goo, I will stretch out my hand against 
Edom, and cut off from it man and 
beast; and I will make it desolate; from 
Teman even to Dedan they shall fall by 
the sword. 14And I will lay my venge
ance upon Edom by the hand of my 
people Israel; and they shall do in 
Edom according to my anger and ac
cording to my wrath; and they shall 
know my vengeance, says the Lord 
GOD. 

15 "Thus says the Lord Goo: Be
cause the Philistines acted revengefully 
and took vengeance with malice of heart 
to destroy in never-ending enmity; 
I<> therefore thus says the Lord Goo, 
Behold, I will stretch out my hand 
against the Philistines, and I will cut off 
the Cher'ethites, and destroy the rest of 
the seacoast. 17 I will execute great 
vengeance upon them with wrathful 
chastisements. Then they will know 
that I am the LORD, when I lay my 
vengeance upon them." 

26 In the eleventh year, on the 
first day of the month, the word 

of the LoRD came to me: 2 "Son of man, 
because Tyre said concerning Jeru
salem, 'Aha, the gate of the peoples is 
broken, it has swung open to me; I 
shall be replenished, now that she is 
laid waste,' .I therefore thus says the 
Lord Goo: Behold, I am against you, 0 
Tyre, and will bring up many nations 
against you, as the sea brings up its 
waves. 4 They shall destroy the walls of 
Tyre, and break down her towers; and I 
will scrape her soil from her, and make 
her a bare rock. 5 She shall be in the 
midst of the sea a place for the spread
ing of nets; for I have spoken, says the 
Lord Goo; and she shall become a spoil 
to the nations; <> and her daughters on 

Fate of other nations 
the mainland shall be slain by the 
sword. Then they will know that I am 
the LORD. 

7 "For thus says the Lord Goo: Be
hold, I will bring upon Tyre from the 
north Nebuchadrez'zar king of Baby
lon, king of kings, with horses and 
chariots, and with horsemen and a host 
of many soldiers. 8 He will slay with chl' 
sword your daughters on the mainland; 
he will set up a siege wall against you, 
and throw up a mound against you, aml 
raise a roof of shields against you. Y He 
will direct the shock of his batterin~ 
rams against your walls, and with his 
axes he will break down your towers. 
10 His horses will be so many that their 
dust will cover you; your walls will 
shake at the noise of the horsemen and 
wagons and chariots, when he enters 
your gates as one enters a city which has 
been breached. 11 \X'ith the hoofs of his 
horses he will trample all your streets: 
he will slay your people with the sword; 
and your mighty pillars will fall to the 
ground. 12 They will make a spoil ol 
your riches and a prey of your merchan -
dise; they will break down your wall> 
and destroy your pleasant houses; your 
stones and timber and soil thev will cast 
into the midst of the waters: ''And 1 
will stop the music of your songs, and 
the sound of your lyres shall be heard nn 
more. I~ I will make you a bare rock ; 
you shall be a place for the spreading nl 
nets; you shall never be rebuilt; for I 
the LORD have spoken, says the Lord 
GOD. 

15 "Thus says the Lord Goo t< > 
Tyre: Will not the coastlands shake al 
the sound of vour fall, when the 
wounded groan, when slaughter is made 
in the midst of vou? Io Then all the 
princes of the sea· will step down from 
their thrones, and remove their robes, 
and strip off their embroidered gar
ments; they will clothe themselves with 
trembling; they will sit upon the ground 
and tremble every moment, and be ap
palled at you. 17 And they will raise a 
lamentation over you, and say t<> 
you, 

'How you have vanished" from the 
seas, 

0 city renowned, 
1' Cn: Heb rh(· Ammoniu~ ,. Gk Old Lalin Aquila: Heb i•tuush.•d, 0 inhabitL·d 011~" 
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that was mighty on the sea, 

you and your inhabitants, 
who imposed your terror 

on all the mainland!" 
1 x Now the isles tremble 

on the day of your fall; 
yea, the isles that are in the sea 

are dismayed at your passing.' 
19 "For thus says the Lord Gou. 

When I make you a city laid waste, like 
the cities that are not inhabited, when I 
bring up the deep over you, and the 
great waters cover you, ~o then I will 
thrust you down with those who 
descend into the Pit, to the people of 
old, and I will make you to dwell in the 
nether world, among primeval ruins, 
with those who go down to the Pit, so 
that you will not be inhabited or have a 
place' in the land of the living. 21 I will 
bring you to a dreadful end, and you 
shall be no more; though you be sought 
for, you will never be found again, says 
the Lord Goo." 

27 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Now you, son of man, 

raise a lamentation over Tyre, 3 and say 
to Tyre, who dwells at the entrance to 
the sea, merchant of the peoples on 
many coastlands, thus says the Lord 
Gou: 

"O Tyre, you have said, 
'I am perfect in beauty.' 

4 Your borders are in the heart of the 
seas; 

your builders made perfect your 
beauty. 

5 They made all your planks 
of fir trees from Senir; 

they took a cedar from Lebanon 
to make a mast for you. 

<> Of oaks of Bashan 
they made your oars; 

they made your deck of pines 
from the coasts of Cyprus, 
inlaid with ivory. 

7 Of fine embroidered linen from 
Egypt 

was your sail, 
serving as your ensign; 

blue and purple from the coasts of 
Eli'shah 

was your awning. 
8 The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad 

were your rowers; 

5kilied men of Zemerf were in you, 
they were your pilots. 

9 The elders of Gebal and her skilled 
men were in you, 

caulking your seams; 
all the ships of the sea with their 

mariners were in you, 
ro barter for your wares. 

10 "Persia and Lud and Put were 
in your army as your men of war; they 
hung the shield and helmet in you; 
they gave you splendor. 11 The men of 
Arvad and Helech" were upon your 
walls round about, and men of Ga
mad were in your towers; they 
hung their shields upon your walls 
round about; they made perfect your 
beauty. 

12 "Tarshish trafficked with you be
cause of your great wealth of every 
kind; silver, iron, tin, and lead they ex
changed for your wJres. 13 J avan, 
Tubal, and Meshech traded with you; 
they exchanged the persons of men and 
vessels of bronze for your merchandise. 
14 Beth-togar'mah exchanged for your 
wares horses, war horses, and mules. 
15 The men of Rhodes" traded with 
you; many coastlands were your own 
special markets, they brought you in 
payment ivory tusks and ebony. 
16 Edom; trafficked with you because of 
your abundant goods; they exchanged 
for your wares emeralds, purple, em
broidered work, fine linen, coral, and 
agate. 17 Judah and the land of Israel 
traded with you; they exchanged for 
your merchandise wheat, olives and 
early figs,.i honey, oil, and balm. 
18 Damascus trafficked with you for 
your abundant goods, because of your 
great wealth of every kind; wine of 
Helbon, and white wool, 19 and wine• 
from Uzal they exchanged for your 
wares; wrought iron, cassia, and cal
amus were bartered for your merchan
dise. 20 Dedan traded with you in 
saddlecloths for riding. 21Arabia and 
all the princes of Kedar were your 
favored dealers in lambs, rams, and 
goats; in these they trafficked with you. 
22 The traders of Sheba and Ra'amah 
traded with you; they exchanged for 
your wares the best of all kinds of 
spices, and all precious stones, and gold. 

rl Cn: Heb ha mhabitants " Gk: Heb I will give beauty 
~Compare Gen 10.ltt: Heb ~our skilled m<!rl, 0 Tyre Y Or and vo1tr 'irmy 11 Gk: Heb Dcdan 
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your merchandise and all your crew 

have sunk with you. 
2.l Haran, Canneh, Eden,' Asshur, and 
Chilmad rraded with you. 24 These 
traded with you in choice garments, in 
clothes of blue and embroidered work, 
and in carpets of colored stuff, bound 
with cords and made secure; in these 
they traded with you."' 25 The ships of 
Tarshish traveled for you with your 
merchandise." 

"So you were filled and heavily laden 
in the heart of the seas. 

2° Your rowers have brought you out 
into the high seas. 

The east wind has wrecked you 
in the heart of the seas. 

2: Your riches, your wares, your mer
chandise, 

your mariners and your pilots, 
your caulkers, your dealers in mer

chandise, 
and all your men of war who are in 

vou, 
with ·all your company 

that is in your midst, 
sink into the heart of the seas 

on th<! day of your ruin. 
2x At the sound of the cry of your pilots 

the countryside shakes, 
''' and down from their ships 

come all that handle the oar. 
The mariners and all the pilots of the 

sea 
stand on the shore 

.HJ and wail aloud over you, 
and cry bitterly. 

Thev cast dust on their heads 
arid wallow in ashes ; 

\I they make themselves bald for you, 
and gird themselves with sack

cloth, 
and rhey weep over you in bitterness 

nf soul, 
wirh biner mourning. 

.12 In their wailing they raise a lamen
ration for you, 

and lament over vou: 
'Who was ever destroyed" like Tyre 

in rhe midst of the sea? 
. 1.1 \\\'hen your wares came from the seas, 

you satisfied many peoples; 
with your abundant wealth and 

merchandise 
you enriched the kings of the earth. 

.>.! Now you are wrecked by the seas, 
in the depths of the waters; 

35 All the inhabitants of the coastlands 
are appalled at you; 

and their kings are horribly afraid, 
their faces are convulsed. 

36 The merchants among the peoples 
hiss at you; 

you have come to a dreadful end 
and shall be no more for ever.'" 

28 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, say to the 

prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord 
Goo: 

"Because your heart is proud, 
and you have said, 'I am a god, 

I sit in the seat of the gods, 
in the heart of the seas,' 

yet you are but a man, and no god, 
though you consider yourself as 

wise as a god-
3 you are indeed wiser than Daniel; 

no secret is hidden from you; 
4 by your wisdom and your under

standing 
you have gotten wealrh for your

self, 
and have gathered gold and silver into 

your treasuries; 
5 by your great wisdom in trade 

you have increased your wealth, 
and your heart has become proud 

in your wealth-
6 therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 

"Because you consider yourself 
as wise as a god, 

7 therefore, behold, I will bring stran
gers upon you, 

the most terrible of the nations; 
and they shall draw their swords 

against the beauty of your wis
dom 

and defile your splendor. 
8 They shall thrust you down into the 

Pit, 
and you shall die the death of the 

slain 
in the heart of the seas . 

9 Will you still say, 'I am a god,' 
in the presence of those who slay 

you, 
though you are but a man, and no 

god, 
in the hands of those who wound 

you? 
1 ( :n: I kb Eb1 rhi! tri.Jdo?rl .if Sheba 111 Cn: Heb m your marker n Cn: Heb your travelers your merchandise 
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10 You shall die the death of the uncir

cumcised 
by the hand of foreigners; 
for I have spoken, says the Lord 

Goo." 
I I Moreover the word of the LORD 

came to me: 12 "Son of man, raise a 
lamentation over the king of Tyre, and 
say to him, Thus says the Lord Goo: 

"You were the signet of perfection,,, 
full of wisdom 
and perfect in beauty. 

13 You were in Eden, the garden of 
God; 

every precious stone was your 
covering, 

carnelian, topaz, and jasper, 
chrysolite, beryl, and onyx, 

sapphire,q carbuncle, and emerald; 
and wrought in gold were your 

settings 
and your engravings. r 

On the day that you were created 
they were prepared. 

14 With an anointed guardian cherub 
I placed you;• 

you were on the holy mountain of 
God; 

in the midst of the stones of fire you 
walked. 

15 You were blameless in your ways 
from the day you were created, 
till iniquity was found in you. 

16 In the abundance of your trade 
you were filled with violence, 

and you sinned ; 
so I cast you as a profane thing from 

the mountain of God, 
and the guardian cherub drove you 

out 
from the midst of the stones of 

fire. 
17 Your heart was proud because of 

your beauty; 
you corrupted your wisdom for 

the sake of your splendor. 
I cast you to the ground; 

I exposed you before kings, 
to feast their eyes on you. 

18 By the multitude of your iniqui
ties, 

in the unrighteousness of your 
trade 

you profaned your sanctuaries; 
so I brought forth fire from the midst 

of you; 
it consumed you, 

and I turned you to ashes upon the 
earth 

in the sight of all who saw you. 
19 All who know you among the peoples 

are appalled at you; 
you have come to a dreadful end 

and shall be no more for ever." 
20 The word of the LORD came to 

me: 21 "Son of man, set your face to
ward Sidon, and prophesy against her 
22 and say, Thus says the Lord Gon: 

"Behold, I am against you, 0 Sidon, 
and I will manifest my glory in the 

midst of you. 
And they shall know char I am the 

LORD 
when I execute judgments in her, 
and manifest my holiness in her; 

23 for I will send pestilence into her, 
and blood into her streets; 

and the slain shall fall in the midst 
of her, 

by the sword thar is against her on 
every side. 

Then they will know thar I am the 
LORD. 

24 "And for the house of Israel there 
shall be no more a brier to prick or a 
thorn to hurt them among all their 
neighbors who have treated them with 
contempt. Then they will know that I 
am the Lord Goo. 

25 "Thus says rhe Lord Goo: When 
I gather the house of Israel from the 
peoples among whom they are scattered, 
and manifesr my holiness in them in the 
sight of the nations, then they shall dwell 
in their own land which I gave to my 
servant Jacob. 26And they shall dwell 
securely in it, and they shall build houses 
and plant vineyards. They shall dwell 
securely, when I execute judgments 
upon all their neighbors who have 
treated them with contempt. Then rhcy 
will know that I am the LORD their God." 

29 In the tenth year, in the tenth 
month, on the twelfth day or the 

month, the word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, set your fa(e 
against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
prophesy against him and againsr all 
Egypt; 3 speak, and say, Thu~ says thi: 
Lord Goo: 

"Behold, I am against you, 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

the great dragon that lies 
in the midst of his streams, 

/J Heb obscure q Or lapis lazuli ' Heb uncenain .~ Heb uncertain 
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that says, 'My Nile is my own; 

I made it.' 1 

4 I will put hooks in your jaws, 
and make the fish of your streams 

stick to your scales; 
and I will draw you up out of the 

midst of your streams, 
with all the fish of your streams 
which stick to your scales. 

s And I will cast you forth into the 
wilderness, 

you and all the fish of your streams; 
you shall fall upon the open field, 

and not be gathered and buried. 
To the beasts of the earth and to the 

birds of the air 
I have given you as food. 

6 "Then all the inhabitants of Egypt 
shall know that I am the LORD. Because 
you" have been a staff of reed to the 
house of Israel; 7 when they grasped 
you with the hand, you broke, and tore 
all their shoulders; and when they 
leaned upon you, you broke, and made 
all their loins to shake;,. 8 therefore 
thus says the Lord Goo: Behold, I will 
bring a sword upon you, and will cut 
off from you man and beast; 9 and the 
land of Egypt shall be a desolation and 
a waste. Then they will know that I am 
the LORD. 

"Because you"" said, 'The Nile is 
mine, and I made it,' IO therefore, be
hold, I am against you, and against your 
streams, and I will make the land of 
Egypt an utter waste and desolation, 
from Migdol to Syene, as far as the 
border of Ethiopia. 11 No foot of man 
shall pass through it, and no foot of 
beast shall pass through it; it shall be 
uninhabited forty years. I2And I will 
make the land of Egypt a desolation in 
the midst of desolated countries; and 
her cities shall be a desolation forty 
years among cities that are laid waste. 
I will scatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and disperse them among the 
countries. 

13 "For thus says the Lord Goo: At 
the end of forty years I will gather the 
Egyptians from the peoples among 
whom they were scattered; 14 and I will 
restore the fortunes of Egypt, and bring 
them back to the land of Pathros, the 
land of their origin; and there they shall 
be a lowly kingdom. 15 It shall be the 
most lowly of the kingdoms, and never 

again exalt itself above the nations; and 
I will make them so small that they will 
never again rule over the nations. 16And 
it shall never again be the reliance of the 
house of Israel, recalling their iniquity, 
when they turn to them for aid. Then 
they will know that I am the Lord 
Goo." 

17 In the twenty-seventh year, in the 
first month, on the first dav of the 
month, the word of the LORD. came to 
me: 18 "Son of man, Nebuchadrez'zar 
king of Babylon made h.is arrnv labor 
hard against Tyre; every head wa' made 
bald and every shoulder was rubbed 
bare; yet neither he nor his army got 
anything from Tyre to pay for the labor 
that he had performed against it. 
I 9 Therefore thus says the Lord Gon: 
Behold, I will give the land of Egypt to 
Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon; and 
he shall carry off its wealth I and despoil 
it and plunder it; and it shall be the 
wages for his army. 20 I have given him 
the land of Egypt as his recompense for 
which he labored, because they worked 
for me, says the Lord Goo. 

21 "On that day I will cause a horn 
to spring forth to the house of Israel. 
and I will open your lips among them. 
Then thev will know that I am the 
LORD." . 

30 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, prophe,y. 

and say, Thus says the Lord Goo: 
"Wail, 'Alas for the day!' 

For the day is near, 
the day of the LORD is near; 

it will be a day of clouds, 
a time of doom for the nations. 

~ A sword shall come upon Egypt, 
and anguish shall be in Ethiopia, 

when the slain fall in Egypt, 
and her wealth is carried away, 
and her foundations are torn 

down. 
' Ethiopia, and Put, and Lud, and all 

Arabia, and Libya,Y and the people ol 
the land that is in league, shall fall with 
them by the sword. 

6 "Thus says the LORD: 
Those who support Egypt 

fall, 
and her proud might shall 

down; 
from Migdol to Syene 

shall 

come 

1.Syr Compare Gk: Hcb.J have made mys<!// 11 Gk Syr Vg: Heb th(\' 1
• Syr: Heb .~rand 
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they shall fall within her by the 

sword, 
says the Lord Goo. 

7 And she z shall be desolated in the 
midst of desolated countries 

and her cities shall be in the midst 
of cities that are laid waste. 

8 Then they will know that I am the 
LORD, 

when I have set fire to Egypt, 
and all her helpers are broken. 

9 "On that day swift" messengers 
shall go forth from me to terrify the 
unsuspecting Ethiopians; and anguish 
shall come upon them on the day of 
Egypt's doom; for, lo, it comes! 

IO "Thus says the Lord Goo: 
I will put an end to the wealth b of 

Egypt, 
by the hand of Nebuchadrez'zar 

king of Babylon. 
11 He and his people with him, the 

most terrible of the nations, 
shall be brought in to destroy the 

land· 
and they shall draw their swords 

against Egypt, 
and fill the land with the slain. 

12 And I will dry up the Nile, 
and will sell the land into the hand 

of evil men; 
I will bring desolation upon the land 

and everything in it, 
by the hand of foreigners; 

I, the LORD, have spoken. 

13 "Thus says the Lord Goo: 
I will destroy the idols, 

and put an end to the images, in 
Memphis; 

there shall no longer be a prince in 
the land of Egypt; 

so I will put fear in the land of 
Egypt. 

14 I will make Pathros a desolation, 
and will set fire to Zo'an, 
and will execute acts of judgment 

upon Thebes. 
15And I will pour my wrath upon 

Pelusium, 
the stronghold of Egypt, 
and cut off the multitude of 

Thebes. 
16And I will set fire to Egypt; 

Pelusium shall be in great agony; 
Thebes shall be breached, 

and its walls broken down.'· 
17 The young men of On and of Pi be' -

seth shall fall by the sword; 
and the women shall go into cap

tivity. 
18 At Tehaph'nehes the day shall be dark, 

when I break there the dominion 
of Egypt, 

and her proud might shall come to 
an end; 

she shall be covered by a cloud, 
and her daughters shall go into 

captivity. 
19 Thus I will execute acts of judgment 

upon Egypt. 
Then they will know that I am 

the LORD." 
20 In the eleventh year, in the first 

month, on the seventh day of the 
month, the word of the LORD came to 
me: 21 "Son of man, I have broken the 
arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and lo, 
it has not been bound up, to heal it by 
binding it with a bandage, so that it 
may become strong to wield the sword. 
22 Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 
Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and will break his arms, both 
the strong arm and the one that was 
broken; and I will make the sword fall 
from his hand. 23 I will scatter the 
Egyptians among the nations, and dis
perse them throughout the lands. 24And 
I will strengthen the arms of the king of 
Babylon, and put my sword in his hand; 
but I will break the arms of Pharaoh, 
and he will groan before him like a man 
mortally wounded. 25 I will strengthen 
the arms of the king of Babylon, but the 
arms of Pharaoh shall fall; and they 
shall know that I am the LORD. When 
I put my sword into the hand of the 
king of Babylon, he shall stretch it out 
against the land of Egypt; 26 and I will 
scatter the Egyptians among the nations 
and disperse them throughout the 
countries. Then they will know that I 
am the LoRo." 

31 In the eleventh year, in the third 
month, on the first day of the 

month, the word of the LORD came to 
me : 2 "Son of man, say to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt and to his multitude: 

"Whom are you like in your great
ness? 

Behold, I will liken you to" a cedar 
in Lebanon, 

~ g~ ~ ~:~ 1;;~01~: ~s~y~r:: Heb in ships /J Or multitude r Cn: Heb and Memphr-s, dist,-esses by day 
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with fair branches and forest shade, 

and of great height, 
its top among the clouds. e 

4 The waters nourished it, 
the deep made it grow tall, 

making its rivers flowf 
round the place of its planting, 

sendin1t forth its streams 
to all the trees of the forest. 

5 So it towered high 
above all the trees of the forest; 

its boughs grew large 
and its branches long, 
from abundant water in its shoots. 

6 All the birds of the air 
made their nests in its boughs; 

under its branches all the beasts of 
the field 

brought forth their young; 
and under its shadow 

dwelt all great nations. 
7 It was beautiful in its greatness, 

in the length of its branches; 
for its roots went down 

to abundant waters. 
8 The cedars in the garden of God 

could not rival it, 
nor the fir trees equal its boughs; 

the plane trees were as nothing 
compared with its branches; 

no tree in the garden of God 
was like it in beauty. 

9 I made it beautiful 
in the mass of its branches, 

and all the trees of Eden envied it, 
that were in the garden of God. 

10 "Therefore thus says the Lord 
Goo: Because it" towered high and set 
its top among the clouds,'1 and its heart 
was proud of its height, 11 I will give it 
into the hand of a mighty one of the 
nations; he shall surely deal with it as 
its wickedness deserves. I have cast it 
out. 12 Foreigners, the most terrible of 
the nations, will cut it down and leave 
it. On the mountains and in all the 
valleys its branches will fall, and its 
boughs will lie broken in all the water
courses of the land; and all the peoples 
of the earth will go from its shadow and 
leave it. I.l Upon its ruin will dwell all 
the birds of the air, and upon its 
branches will be all the beasts of the 
field. I4All this is in order that no trees 
by the waters may grow to lofty height 
or set their tops among the clouds, 11 and 

that no trees that drink water may reach 
up to them in height; for they are all 
given over to death, to the nether world 
among mortal men, with those who go 
down to the Pit. 

15 "Thus says the Lord Goo: When 
it goes down to Sheol I will make the 
deep mourn for' it, and restrain its 
rivers, and many waters shall be 
stopped; I will clothe Lebanon in 
gloom for it, and all the trees of the 
field shall faint because of it. Io I will 
make the nations quake at the sound of 
its fall, when I cast it down to Sheol 
with those who go down to the Pit; and 
all the trees of Eden, the choice and best 
of Lebanon, all that drink water, will 
be comforted in the nether world. 
17 They also shall go down to Sheol 
with it, to those who are slain by the 
sword; yea, those who dwelt under its 
shadow among the nations shall perish.1 
18 Whom are you thus like in glory and 
in greatness among the trees of Eden? 
You shall be brought down with the 
trees of Eden to the nether world; you 
shall lie among the uncircumcised, with 
those who are slain by the sword. 

"This is Pharaoh and all his multi
tude, says the Lord Goo." 

32 In the twelfth year, in the 
twelfth month, on the first day 

of the month, the word of the LORD 
came to me: 2 "Son of man, raise a 
lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
and say to him: 

"You consider yourself a lion among 
the nations, 

but you are like a dragon in the 
seas; 

you burst forth in your rivers, 
trouble the waters with your feet, 
and foul their rivers. 

.1 Thus says the Lord Goo: 
I will throw my net over you 
with a host of many peoples; 
and Jk will haul you up in my 

dragnet. 
-!And I will cast you on the ground, 

on the open field I will fling you, 
and will cause all the birds of the air 

to settle on you, 
and I will gorge the beasts of the 

whole earth with you. 
' I will strew your flesh upon the 

mountains, 
('Gk: Heb rhick bcJFJghs f Gk: Heb go,·11~ !f Syr Vg: Heb vou 11 Gk: Heb thick bough.~ 
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and fill the valleys with your car

cass.' 
" I will drench the land even to the 

mountains 
with your flowing blood; 
and the watercourses will be full 

of you. 
7 When I blot you out, I will cover 

the heavens, 
and make their stars dark; 

I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
and the moon shall not give its 

light. 
KAii rhe bright lights of heaven 

will I make dark over you, 
and put darkness upon your land, 

says the Lord Goo. 
9 "I will trouble the hearts of many 

peoples, when I carry you captive"' 
among the nations, into the countries 
which you have not known. 10 I will 
make many peoples appalled at you, 
and their kings shall shudder because 
of you, when I brandish my sword be
fore them; they shall tremble every 
moment, every one for his own life, on 
the day of your downfall. 11 For thus 
says the Lord Gou: The sword of the 
king of Babylon shall come upon you. 
12 I will cause your multitude to fall by 
the swords of mighty ones, all of them 
most terrible among the nations. 

"They shall bring to nought the 
pride of Egypt, 

and all its multitude shall perish. 
I.I I will destroy all its beasts 

from beside many waters; 
and no foot of man shall trouble 

them any more, 
nor shall the hoofs of beasts 

trouble them. 
14 Then I will make their waters 

clear, 
and cause their rivers to run like 

oil, says the Lord Goo. 
15 When I make the land of Egypt 

desolate 
and when the land is stripped of 

all that fills it, 
when I smite all who dwell in it, 

then they will know that I am the 
LORD. 

16 This is a lamentation which shall be 
chanted; the daughters of the nations 
shall chant it; over Egypt, and over all 

her multitude, shall they chant it, says 
the Lord Goo." 

17 In the twelfth year, in the first 
month," on the fifteenth day of the 
month, the word of the LORD came to 
me: 18 "Son of man, wail over the mul
titude of Egypt, and send them down, 
her and the daughters of majestic na
tions, to the nether world, to those who 
have gone down to the Pit: 
IY 'Whom do you surpass in beauty? 

Go down, and be laid with the 
uncircumcised.' 

20 They shall fall amid those who are 
slain by the sword," and with her shall 
lie all her multitudes.I' 21 The mighty 
chiefs shall speak of them, with their 
helpers, out of the midst of Sheol: 
'They have come down, they lie still, 
the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.' 

22 "Assyria is there, and all her com
pany, their graves round about her, all 
of them slain, fallen by the sword; 
23 whose graves are set in the uttermost 
parts of the Pit, and her company is 
round about her grave; all of them 
slain, fallen by the sword, who spread 
terror in the land of the living. 

24 "Elam is there, and all her mul
titude about her grave; all of them slain, 
fallen by the sword, who went down 
uncircumcised into the nether world, 
who spread terror in the land of the 
living, and they bear their shame with 
those who go down to the Pit. 25 They 
have made her a bed among the slain 
with all her multitude, their graves 
round about her, all of them uncircum
cised, slain by the sword; for terror of 
them was spread in the land of the 
living, and they bear their shame with 
those who go down to the Pit; they are 
placed among the slain. 

26 "Meshech and Tubal are there, 
and all their multitude, their graves 
round about them, all of them uncir
cumcised, slain by the sword; for they 
spread terror in the land of the living. 
27And they do not lie with the fallen 
mighty men of old" who went down to 
Sheol with their weapons of war, whose 
swords were laid under their heads, and 
whose shields• are upon their bones; 
for the terror of the mighty men was in 
the land of the living.28 So you shall be 

1 Symmachus Syr Vg: Heb yu11r height 111 Gk: Heb bring your des1ructiot1 
11 Gk: Heb lacks m 1he first momh " Gk Syr: Heb sword, 1he sword is delivered 
11 Gk: Heb rh.ey h~ve drawt1 her away and all her multitudes c1 Gk Old Lacin: Heb of the 1mcircumcised 
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broken and lie among the uncircum
cised, with chose who are slain by the 
sword. 

29 "Edom is there, her kings and all 
her princes, who for all their might are 
laid with chose who are slain by the 
sword; they lie with the uncircum
cised, with those who go down to the 
Pie. 

30 "The princes of the north are 
there, all of them, and all the Sido' -
nians, who have gone down in shame 
with the slain, for all the terror which 
they caused by their might; they lie 
uncircumcised with those who are 
slain by the sword, and bear their 
shame with chose who go down to the 
Pit. 

31 "When Pharaoh sees them, he 
will comfort himself for all his multi
tude, Pharaoh and all his army, slain by 
the sword, says the Lord Goo. 32 For 
he" spread terror in the land of the 
living; therefore he shall be laid among 
the uncircumcised, with chose who are 
slain by the sword, Pharaoh and all his 
multitude, says the Lord Goo." 

33 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 2 "Son of man, speak to your 

people and say to them, If I bring the 
sword upon a land, and the people of 
the land take a man from among them, 
and make him their watchman; .1 and if 
he sees the sword coming upon the land 
and blows the trumpet and warns the 
people; .i then if any one who hears 
the sound of the trumpet does not take 
warning, and the sword comes and 
takes him away, his blood shall be upon 
his own head. 5 He heard the sound of 
the crumpet, and did not take warning; 
his blood shall be upon himself. Bue if 
he had taken warning, he would have 
saved his life. 6 But if the watchman 
sees the sword coming and does not 
blow the crumpet, so that the people are 
not warned, and the sword comes, and 
cakes any one of them; that man is taken 
away in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at the watchman's hand. 

7 "So you, son of man, I have made a 
watchman for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning 
from me. M If I say to the wicked, 0 
wicked man, you shall surely die, and 
you do nor speak to warn the wicked to 
s Cn: Heb I ' Heb by 11 
33.1-9: Ezck l.16-21. 33.11: Ezck 18.23, 12. 

turn from his way, that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require at your hand. 9 Bue if you 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, 
and he does not turn from his way; he 
shall die in his iniquity, but you will 
have saved your life. 

10 "And you, son of man, say to the 
house of Israel, Thus have you said: 
'Our transgressions and our sins are 
upon us, and we waste away because 
of them; how then can we live?' 11 Say 
to chem, As I live, says the Lord Goo, 1 
have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, bur that the wicked turn from 
his way and live; turn back, turn back 
from your evil ways; for why will you 
die, 0 house of Israel? 12And you, son 
of man, say to your people, The right
eousness of the righteous shall nor de
liver him when he transgresses; and as 
for the wickedness of the wicked, he 
shall not fall by it when he turns from 
his wickedness; and the righteous shall 
not be able to live by his righteousness 1 

when he sins. 1.1 Though I say to the 
righteous that he shall surely li\•e, yet if 
he trusts in his righteousness and com
mits iniquity, none of his righteom 
deeds shall be remembered; but in the 
iniquity that he has committed he shall 
die. 1.JAgain, though I say to the wicked, 
'You shall surely die,' yet if he turm 
from his sin and does what is lawful and 
right, 15 if the wicked restores the 
pledge, gives back what he has taken hy 
robbery, and walks in the statutes of 
life, committing no iniquity; he shali 
surely live, he shall not die. lo l'sione nl 
the sins that he has committed shall bl' 
remembered against him; he has done 
what is lawful and right, he shall sureh· 
live. 

17 "Yet your people say, 'The way ur 
the Lord is not just'; when it is their 
own way that is not just. Is \Vhen clw 
righteous turns from his righteousness, 
and commits iniquity, he shall die for i1. 
l'lAnd when the wicked turns from hi' 
wickedness, and does what is lawful an,i 
righ, he shall live by it. 20 Yet you say, 
'The way of the Lord is nor just.' 0 
house of Israel, I will judge each of you 
according to his ways." 

21 In the twelfth year of our exile, i11 
the tenth month, on the fifth day of the 
month, a man who had escaped from 
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Jerusalem came to me and said, "The 
city has fallen." 22 Now the hand of the 
LORD had been upon me the evening 
before the fugitive came; and he had 
opened my mouth by the time the man 
came to me in the morning; so my 
mouth was opened, and I was no longer 
dumb. 

23 The word of the LORD came to 
me: 24 "Son of man, the inhabitants of 
1hese waste places in the land of Israel 
keep saying, 'Abraham was only one 
man, yet he got possession of the land ; 
but we are many; the land is surely 
given us to possess.' 25 Therefore say to 
them, Thus says the Lord Goo: You 
eat flesh with the blood, and lift up your 
eyes to your idols, and shed blood; shall 
you then possess the land? 26 You resort 
to the sword, you commit abominations 
and each of you defiles his neighbor's 
wife; shall you then possess the land? 
27 Say this to them, Thus says the Lord 
Goo: As I live, surely those who are in 
the waste places shall fall by the sword; 
and him that is in the open field I will 
give to the beasts to be devoured; and 
those who are in strongholds and in 
caves shall die by pestilence. 28And I 
will make the land a desolation and a 
waste; and her proud might shall come 
to an end; and the mountains of Israel 
shall be so desolate that none will pass 
through. 29 Then they will know that I 
am the LORD, when I have made the 
land a desolation and a waste because of 
all their abominations which they have 
committed. 

30 "As for you, son of man, your 
people who talk together about you by 
the walls and at the doors of the 
houses, say to one another, each to his 
brother, 'Come, and hear what the 
word is that comes forth from the 
LoRo.' JIAnd they come to you as peo
ple come, and they sit before you as my 
people, and they hear what you say but 
they will not do it; for with their lips 
they show much love, but their heart is 
set on their gain. 32And, lo, you are to 
them like one who sings love songs" 
with a beautiful voice and plays well on 
an instrument, for they hear what you 
say, but they will not do it. 33 When 
this comes-and come it will !-then 
they will know that a prophet has been 
among them." 

The word of the LORD came to 34 me: 2 "Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel, proph
esy, and say to them, even to the 
shepherds, Thus says the Lord Goo: 
Ho, shepherds of Israel who have been 
feeding yourselves! Should not shep
herds feed the sheep? J You eat the fat, 
you clothe yourselves with the wool, 
you slaughter the fatlings; but you do 
not feed the sheep. 4 The weak you 
have not strengthened, the sick you 
have not healed, the crippled you have 
not bound up, the strayed you have not 
brought back, the lost you have not 
sought, and with force and harshness 
you have ruled them. s So they were 
scattered, because there was no shep
herd ; and they became food for all the 
wild beasts. b My sheep were scattered, 
they wandered over all the mountains 
and on every high hill; my sheep were 
scattered over all the face of the earth, 
with none to search or seek for them. 

7 "Therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of the LORD: KAs I live, says 
the Lord Goo, because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have be
come food for all the wild beasts, since 
there was no shepherd; and because my 
shepherds have not searched for my 
sheep, but the shepherds have fed 
themselves, and have not fed my sheep; 
9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the 
word of the LORD: IO Thus says the 
Lord Goo, Behold, I am against the 

shepherds; and I will require my sheep 
at their hand, and put a stop to their 
feeding the sheep; no longer shall the 
shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue 
my sheep from their mouths, that they 
may not be food for them. 

ll "For thus says the Lord Goo: 
Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep, and will seek them out. 12As a 
shepherd seeks out his flock when some 
of his sheep '' have been scattered 
abroad, so will I seek out my sheep ; 
and I will rescue them from all places 
where they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And 
I will bring them out from the peoples, 
and gather them from the countries, and 
will bring them into their own land ; and 
I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the fountains, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. 14 I will 

" Cn: Heb liJu a love '""I v Cn: Heb when he is among his sheep 
34..6: Mi 9.36; Mk 6.34. 
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feed them with good pasture, and upon to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be land devour them; they shall dwell se
their pasture; there they shall lie down curely, and none shall make them 
in good grazing land, and on fat pasture afraid. 29And I will provide for them 
they shall feed on the mountains of prosperousI plantations so chat thcv 
Israel. IS I myself will be the shepherd shall no more be consumed with hunge.r 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie in the land, and no longer suffer the re
down, says the Lord Gon. 16 I will seek proach of the nations .. IOAnd they shall 
the lost, and I will bring back the know that I, the LORD their God, am 
strayed, and I will bind up the crippled, with them, and that they, the house of 
and I will strengthen the weak, and the Israel, are my people, says the Lord 
fat and the strong I will watch over;"' Goo .. HAnd you are my sheep, th.: 
I will feed them in justice. sheep of my pasture,'' and I am your 

17 "As for you, my flock, thus says God, says the Lord Goo." 
the Lord Goo: Behold, I judge between 35 The word of the LORD came 
sheep and sheep, rams and he-goats. to me: 1 "Son of man, set your 
18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the face against Mount Se'ir, and prophesy 
good pasture, that you must tread down against it, 3 and say to it, Thus says th.: 
with your feet the rest of your pasture; Lord Gon: Behold, I am against you, 
and to drink of clear water, that you Mount Se'ir, and I will stretch out my 
must foul the rest with your feet? IYAnd hand against you, and I will make you a 
must my sheep eat what you have trod- desolation and a waste. 4 I will lay your 
den with your feet, and drink what you cities waste, and you shall become a 
have fouled with your feet? desolation; and you shall know that I 

20 "Therefore, thus says the Lord am the LORD. 5 Because you cherished 
Goo to them: Behold, I, I myself will perpetual enmity, and gave over the 
judge between the fat sheep and the people of Israel to the power of the 
lean sheep. 21 Because you push with sword at the time of their calamity, a1 

side and shoulder, and thrust at all the the time of their final punishment; 
weak with your horns, till you have 6 therefore, as I live, says the Lord 
scattered them abroad, 22 I will save Goo, I will prepare you for blood, and 
my flock, they shall no longer be a prey; blood shall pursue you; because you arl' 
and I will judge between sheep and guilty of blood,' therefore blood shall 
sheep. 23And I will set up over them one pursue you. 7 I will make Mount Se'ir a 
shepherd, my servant David, and he waste and a desolation; and I will cut 
shall feed them: he shall feed them and off from it all who come and go. SAnd 
be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, I will fill your mountains with the slain: 
will be their God, and my servant on your hills and in your valleys and in 
David shall be prince among them; I, all your ravines those slain with the 
the LORD, have spoken. sword shall fall. 9 I will make you a per-

25 "I will make with them a covenant petual desolation, and your cities shall 
of peace and banish wild beasts from not be inhabited. Then vou will know 
the land, so that they may dwell securely that I am the LORD. · 
in the wilderness and sleep in the 10 "Because you said, 'These two 
woods. 26And I will make them and the nations and these two countries shall 
places round about my hill a blessing; be mine, and we will take possession ol 
and I will send down the showers in them,'-although the LORD was ther~~ 
their season; they shall be showers of 11 therefore, as I live, says the Lord 
blessing. 27 And the trees of the field Goo, I will deal with you according to 
shall yield their fruit, and the earth the anger and envy which you showed 
shall yield its increase, and they shall because of your hatred against them; 
be secure in their land; and they shall and I will make myself known among 
know that I am the LORD, when I break you," when I judge you. 12And you 
the bars of their yoke, and deliver them shall know that I, the LORD, have heard 
from the hand of those who enslaved all the revilings which you uttered 
them. 28 They shall no more be a prey against the mountains of Israel, sayini::. 
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'They are laid desolate, they are given shall be inhabited and the waste places 
us to devour.' 13And you magnified rebuilt; 11 and I will multiply upon you 
yourselves against me with your mouth, man and beast; and they shall increase 
and multiplied your words against me; I and be fruitful; and I will cause you to 
heard it. 14 Thus says the Lord Goo: be inhabited as in your former times, 
For the rejoicing of the whole earth I and will do more good to you than ever 
will make you desolate. ISAs you re- before. Then you will know that I am 
joiced over the inheritance of the house the LORD. 12 Yea, I will let men walk 
of Israel, because it was desolate, so I upon you, even my people Israel; and 
will deal with you; you shall be desolate, they shall possess you, and you shall be 
Mount Se'ir, and all Edom, all of it. their inheritance, and you shall no 
Then they will know that I am the longer bereave them of children. 13 Thus 
LORD. says the Lord Goo: Because men say to 

36 "And you, son of man, proph- you, 'You devour men, and you bereave 
esy to the mountains of Israel, your nation of children,' 14 therefore 

and say, 0 mountains of Israel, hear the you shall no longer devour men and no 
word of the LORD. 2 Thus says the longer bereave your nation of children, 
Lord Goo: Because the enemy said of says the Lord Goo; IS and I will not let 
you, 'Aha!' and, 'The ancient heights you hear any more the reproach of the 
have become our possession,' l there- nations, and you shall no longer bear the 
fore prophesy, and say, Thus says the disgrace of the peoples and no longer 
Lord Goo: Because, yea, because they cause your nation to stumble, says the 
made you desolate, and crushed you Lord Goo." 
from all sides, so that you became the 16 The word of the LORD came to 
possession of the rest of the nations, and me: 17 "Son of man, when the house of 
you became the talk and evil gossip of Israel dwelt in their own land, they de
the people; 4 therefore, 0 mountains of filed it by their ways and their doings; 
Israel, hear the word of the Lord Goo: their conduct before me was like the 
Thus says the Lord Goo to the moun- uncleanness of a woman in her im
tains and the hills, the ravines and the purity. IH So I poured out my wrath 
valleys, the desolate wastes and the upon them for the blood which they had 
deserted cities, which have become a shed in the land, for the idols with 
prey and derision to the rest of the which they had defiled it. 19 I scattered 
nations round about; s therefore thus them among the nations, and they were 
says the Lord Goo: I speak in my hot dispersed through the countries; in ac
jealousy against the rest of the nations, cordance with their conduct and their 
and against all Edom, who gave my deeds I judged them. 20 But when they 
land to themselves as a possession with came to the nations, wherever they 
wholehearted joy and utter contempt, came, they profaned my holy name, in 
that they might possess'' it and plunder that men said of them, 'These are the 
it. 6 Therefore prophesy concerning the people of the LORD, and yet they had to 
land of Israel, and say to the mountains go out of his land.' 21 But I had concern 
and hills, to the ravines and valleys, for my holy name, which the house of 
Thus says the Lord Goo: Behold, I Israel caused to be profaned among the 
speak in my jealous wrath, because you nations to which they came. 
have suffered the reproach of the na- 22 "Therefore say to the house of 
tions; 7 therefore thus says the Lord Israel, Thus says the Lord Goo: It is 
GoD: I swear that the nations that are not for your sake, 0 house of Israel, that 
round about you shall themselves suffer I am about to act, but for the sake of my 
reproach. holy name, which you have profaned 

8 "But you, 0 mountains of Israel, among the nations to which you came. 
shall shoot forth your branches, and 2.1And I will vindicate the holiness of my 
yield your fruit to my people Israel; great name, which has been profaned 
for they will soon come home. Y For, among the nations, and which you have 
behold, I am for you, and I will turn to profaned among them; and the nations 
you, and you shall be tilled and sown; will know that I am the LORD, says the 
10 and I will multiply men upon you, the Lord Goo, when through you I vindi
whole house of Israel, all of it; the cities cate my holiness before their eyes. 
1
' One Ms: Heb drive out 
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24 For I will take you from the nations, Then they will know that I am the 
and gather you from all the countries,w;." 
and bring you into your own land. 25 I 37 The hand of the LORD was upon 
will sprinkle clean water upon you, and me, and he brought me out by 
you shall be clean from all your un- the Spirit of the LORD, and set me down 
cleannesses, and from all your idols I in the midst of the valley;'' it was full of 
will cleanse you. 26A new heart I will bones. 2And he led me round among 
give you, and a new spirit I will put them; and behold, there were very 
·:nthin you; and I will take out of your many upon the valley ;'1 and lo, they 
flesh the heart of stone and give you a were very dry. 3And he said to me, "Son 
heart of flesh. 27And I will put my spirit of man, can these bones live?" And I 
within you, and cause you to walk in my answered, "O Lord GoD, thou know
statutes and be careful to observe my est." 4Again he said to me, "Prophesy 
ordinances. 28 You shall dwell in the to these bones, and say to them, O dry 
land which I gave to your fathers; and bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
you shall be my people, and I will be s Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
your God. 29 And I will deliver you from bones: Behold, I will cause breath r to 
all your uncleannesses; and I will sum- enter you, and you shall live. t>And I 
mon the grain and make it abundant and will lay sinews upon you, and will cause 
lay no famine upon you. 30 I will make flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
the fruit of the tree and the increase of with skin, and put breath' in you, and 
the field abundant, that you may never you shall live; and you shall know that I 
again suffer the disgrace of famine am the LORD." 
among the nations. 31 Then you will 7 So I prophesied as I was com
remember your evil ways, and your manded; and as I prophesied, there was 
deeds that were not good; and you will a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the 
loathe yourselves for your iniquities and bones came together, bone to its bone. 
your abominable deeds .. 12 It is not for 8And as I looked, there were sinews on 
your sake that I will act, says the Lord them, and flesh had come upon them, 
GoD; let that be known to you. Be and skin had covered them; but there 
ashamed and confounded for your ways, was no breath in them. 9 Then he said 
0 house of Israel. to me, "Prophesy to the breath, proph-

33 "Thus says the Lord GoD: On the esy, son of man, and say to the breath/ 
day that I cleanse you from all your Thus says the Lord GoD: Come from 
iniquities, I will cause the cities to be the four winds, 0 breath/ and breathe 
inhabited, and the waste places shall be upon these slain, that they may live." 
rebuilt. .l4And the land that was desolate 10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
shall be tilled, instead of being the me, and the breath came into them, and 
desolation that it was in the sight of all they lived, and stood upon their feet, an 
who passed by. 35And they will say, exceedingly great host. 
'This land that was desolate has become 11 Then he said to me, "Son of man, 
like the garden of Eden; and the waste these bones are the whole house of 
and desolate and ruined cities are now Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are 
inhabited and fortified.' 36 Then the dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
nations that are left round about you clean cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy, 
shall know that I, the LORD, have re- and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
built the ruined places, and replanted GoD: Behold, I will open your graves, 
that which was desolate; I, the LORD, and raise you from your graves, 0 my 
have spoken, and I will do it. people; and I will bring you home 

37 "Thus says the Lord Goo: This into the land of Israel. LIAnd you shall 
also I will let the house of Israel ask know that I am the LORD, when I open 
me to do for them: to increase their your graves, and raise you from your 
men like a flock. 38 Like the flock for graves, 0 my people. 14And I will put 
sacrifices, 0 like the flock at Jerusalem my Spirit within you, and you shall live, 
during her appointed feasts, so shall the and I will place you in your own land; 
waste cities be filled with flocks of men. then you shall know that I, the LoRo, 
r Heb flock of holy things '' Or plain e Or spin·r f Or wind or spin·r 
36.28: Ezek 11.19; 18.31; 2 Cor 3.3. 38.27: Ezek 37.14; 1Thess4.8. 38.31: Ezek 6.9; 20.43. 
37.5, 10: Rev I I.I I. 37.14: Ezck 36.27; 1 Thess 4.8. 
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have spoken, and I have done it, s re. 27 My dwelling place shall be with 
the LORD." m; and I will be their God, and they 

15 The word of the LORD came to me: shall be my people. 28 Then the nanons 
10 "Son of man, take a stick and write will know that I the LORD sanctify Is
on it, 'For Judah, and the children of rael, when my sanctuary is in the midst 
Israel associated with him'; then take of them for evermore." 
another stick and write upon it, 'For 38 The word of the LORD came 
Joseph (the stick of E'phraim) and all to me: 2 "Son of man, set your 
the house of Israel associated with face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, 
him'; 17 and join them together into one the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, 
stick, that they may become one in your and prophesy against him land say, 
hand. JHAnd when your people say to Thus says the Lord Goo: Behold, I am 
you, 'Will you not show us what you against you, 0 Gog, chief prince of 
mean by these?' 19 say to them, Thus Meshech and Tubal; 4 and I will turn 
says the Lord Goo: Behold, I am about you about, and put hooks into your 
to take the stick of Joseph (which is in jaws, and I will bring you forth, and all 
the hand of E'phraim) and the tribes of your army, horses and horsemen, all of 
Israel associated with him; and I will them clothed in full armor, a great 
join" with it the stick of Judah, and coinpany, all of them with buckler and 
make them one stick, that they may be shield, wielding swords; s Persia, Cush, 
one in my hand. 20 When the sticks on and Put are with them, all of them with 
which you write are in your hand before shield and helmet; 6 Gomer arid all his 
their eyes, 21 then say to them, Thus hordes; Beth-togar'mah from the utter
says the Lord Goo: Behold, I will take most parts of the north with all his 
the people of Israel from the nations hordes-many peoples are with you. 
among which they have gone, and will 7 "Be ready and keep ready, you and 
gather them from all sides, and bring all the hosts that are assembled about 
them to their own land; 22 and I will you, and be a guard for them. 8After 
make them one nation in the land, upon many days you will be mustered; in the 
the mountains of Israel; and one king latter years you will go against the land 
shall be king over them all; and they that is restored from war, the land 
shall be no longer two nations, and no where people were gathered from many 
longer divided into two kingdoms. nations upon the mountains of Israel, 
23 They shall not defile themselves any which had been a continual waste; its 
more with their idols and their detest- people were brought out from the na
able things, or with any of their trans- tions and now dwell securely, all of 
gressions; but I will save them from all them. lJ You will advance, coming on 
the backslidings in which they have like a storm, you will be like a cloud 
sinned, and will cleanse them; and they covering the land, you and all your 
shall be my people, and I will be their hordes, and many peoples with you. 
God. 10 "Thus says the Lord Goo: On 

24 "My servant David shall be king that day thoughts will come into your 
over them; and they shall all have mind, and you will devise an evil 
one shepherd. They shall follow my scheme 11 and say, 'I will go up against 
ordinances and be careful to observe my the land of unwalled villages; I will fall 
statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land upon the quiet people who dwell se
where your fathers dwelt that I gave to curely, all of them dwelling without 
my servant Jacob; they and their chil- walls, and having no bars or gates'; 
dren and their children's children shall 12 to seize spoil and carry off plunder; to 
dwell there for ever; and David my assail the waste places which are now 
servant shall be their prince for ever. inhabited, and the people who were 
2o I will make a covenant of peace with gathered from the nations, who have 
them; it shall be an everlasting covenant gotten cattle and goods, who dwell at 
with them; and I will bless" them and the center of the earth. Jl Sheba and 
multiply them, and will set my sane- Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish 
tuary in the midst of them for ever- and all its villages will say to you, 'Have 
!I Heb join chem 11 Tg: Heb J!ive 
37.28: Heb 13.20. 37.27: Ex 25.8; 29.45; Lev 26.12; )er 31.1; 2 Cor 6.16; Rev 21.3. 
38.2, 9, 16: Rev ~0.8. 
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you come to seize spoil? Have you as- and Tubal; 2 and I will turn you about 
sembled your hosts to carry off plunder, and drive you forward, and bring you 
to carry away silver and gold, to take up from the uttermost parts of the 
away cattle and goods, to seize great north, and lead you against the moun
spoil?' tains of Israel; -1 then I will strike your 

14 "Therefore, son of man, prophesy, bow from your left hand, and will make 
and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord your arrows drop out of your right 
Goo: On that day when my people hand. 4 You shall fall upon the moun
lsrael are dwelling securely, you will be- tains of Israel, you and all your hordes 
stir yourselP 15 and come from your and the peoples that are with you; I will 
place out of the uttermost parts of the give you to birds of prey of every sort 
north, you and many peoples with you, and to the wild beasts to be devoured. 
all of them riding on horses, a great 5 You shall fall in the open field; for I 
host, a mighty army; 16 you will come have spoken, says the Lord Goo. 6 I will 
up against my people Israel, like a cloud send fire on Magog and on those who 
covering the land. In the latter days I dwell securely in the coastlands; and 
will bring you against my land, that the they shall know that I am the LORD. 
nations may know me, when through 7 "And my holy name I will make 
you, 0 Gog, I vindicate my holiness be- known in the midst of my people Israel; 
fore their eyes. and I will not let my holy name be pro-

17 "Thus says the Lord Goo: Are faned any more; and the nations shall 
you he of whom I spoke in former days know that I am the LORD, the Holy One 
by my servants the prophets of Israel, in Israel. 8 Behold, it is coming and it 
who in those days prophesied for years will be brought about, says the Lord 
that I would bring you against them? Goo. That is the day of which I have 
IH But on that day, when Gog shall come spoken. 
against the land of Israel, says the Lord 9 "Then those who dwell in the citie> 
Goo, my wrath will be roused. 19 For in of Israel will go forth and make fires of 
my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I the weapons and burn them, shields and 
declare, On that day there shall be a bucklers, bows and arrows, handpikes 
great shaking in the land of Israel; and spears, and they will make fires of 
20 the fish of the sea, and the birds of them for seven years; 1 o so that they 
the air, and the beasts of the field, and will not need to take wood out of the 
all creeping things that creep on the field or cut down any out of the forests, 
ground, and all the men that are upon for they will make their fires of the 
the face of the earth, shall quake at my weapons; they will despoil those who 
presence, and the mountains shall be despoiled them, and plunder those who 
thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, plundered them, says the Lord Goo. 
and every wall shall tumble to the 11 "On that day I will give to Gog 
ground. 21 I will summon every kind of a place for burial in Israel, the Valley of 
terrorJ against Gog,' says the Lord the Travelers1 east of the sea; it will 
Goo; every man's sword will be against block the travelers, for there Gog and 
his brother. 22 With pestilence and all his multitude will be buried; it will 
bloodshed I will enter into judgment be called the Valley of Hamon-gog. '" 
with him; and I will rain upon him and 12 For seven months the house of Israel 
his hordes and the many peoples that wiJl be burying them, in order to 
are with him, torrential rains and hail- cleanse the land. l.IAll the people of the 
stones, fire and brimstone. 23 So I will land will bury them; and it will re
show my greatness and my holiness and dound to their honor on the day that I 
make myself known in the eyes of many show my glory, says the Lord Goo. 
nations. Then they will know that I am 14 They will set apart men to pass 
the LORD. through the land continually and bury" 

39 "And you, son of man, prophesy those remaining upon the face of the 
against Gog, and say, Thus says land, so as to cleanse it; at the end of 

the Lord Goo: Behold, I am against seven months they will make their 
you, 0 Gog, chief prince of Meshech search. "And when these pass through 
' Gk: Heb will vou 1101 kt1ow .) 1 Gk: Heb a sword ro all "'" mowllaim A Heb him 1 Or Ab.1rim 
111 That is lht' ,,i11ltillldl' of Gog 11 Gk Syr: Heb bury the tr"t.Jvdas 
38.22: Rev 87; 14.IO. 39.4, 17-20: Rev 19.17, IB, 21. 
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the land and any one sees a man's bone, then gathered them into their own land. 
then he shall set up a sign by it, till the I will leave none of them remaining 
buriers have buried it in the Valley of among the nations any more; 29 and I 
Hamon-gog. 16 (A city Hamo'nah" is will not hide my face any more from 
there also.) Thus shall they cleanse the them, when I pour out my Spirit upon 
land. the house of Israel, says the Lord Goo." 

17 "As for you, son of man, thus says 
the Lord Goo: Speak to the birds of 
every sort and to all beasts of the field, 
'Assemble and come, gather from all 
side~ to the sacrificial feast which I 
am preparing for you, a great sacrificial 
feast upon the mountains of Israel, and 
you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 
IB You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, 
and drink the blood of the princes of the 
earth-of rams, of lambs, and of goats, 
of bulls, all of chem faclings of Bashan. 
l9And you shall eat fat till you are filled, 
and drink blood till you are drunk, at 
the sacrificial feast which I am pre
paring for you. 20And you shall be filled 
at my cable with horses and riders, with 
mighty men and all kinds of warriors,' 
says the Lord Goo. 

21 "And I will sec my glory among 
the nations; and all the nations shall see 
my judgment which I have executed, 
and my hand which I have laid on 
chem. 22 The house of Israel shall know 
chat I am the LORD their God, from 
that day forward. BAnd the nations 
shall know. chat the house of Israel went 
into captivity for their iniquity, because 
they dealt so treacherously with me that 
I hid my face from chem and gave chem 
into the hand of their adversaries, and 
they all fell by the sword. 24 I dealc with 
chem according to their uncleanness and 
their transgressions, and hid my face 
from them. 

25 "Therefore thus says the Lord 
Goo: Now I will restore the fortunes of 
Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole 
house of Israel; and I will he jealous for 
my holy name. 26 They shall forget their 
shame, and all the treachery they have 
practiced against me, when they dwell 
securely in their land with none to make 
them afraid, 27 when I have brought 
chem back from the peoples and 
gath"ered them from their enemies' 
lands, and through chem have vin
dicated my holiness in the sight of many 
nations. 28 Then they shall know chat I 
am the LORD their Goo because I sent 
them into exile among the nations, and 

40 In the twenty-fifth year of our 
exile, at the beginning of the year, 

on the tench day of the month, in the 
fourteenth year after the city was con
quered, on that very day, the hand of 
the LORD was upon me, 2 and brought 
me in the visions of God into the land 
of Israel, and set me down upon a very 
high mountain, on which was a struc
ture like a city opposite me.I' 3 When he 
brought me there, behold, there was a 
man, whose appearance was like bronze, 
with a line of flax and a measuring reed 
in his hand; and he was standing in the 
gateway. 4And the man said to me, 
"Son of man, look with your eyes, and 
hear with your ears, and set your mind 
upon all chat I shall show you, for you 
were brought here in order that I 
might show it to you; declare all that 
you see to the house of Israel." 

5 And behold, there was a wall all 
around the outside of the temple area, 
and the length of the measuring recd in 
the man's hand was six long cubic,, each 
being a cubit and a handhrcadth in 
length; so he measured the thickness of 
the wall, one reed; and the height, one 
reed. 6 Then he went into the gateway 
facing east, going up its seeps, and 
measured the threshold of the gate, one 
reed deep ;q 7 and the side rooms, one 
reed long, and one reed broad ; and the 
space between the side rooms, five 
cubics; and the threshold of the gate by 
the vestibule of the gate at the inner 
end, one reed. B Then he measured the 
vestibule of the gateway, eight cubics; 
9 and its jambs, two cubits; and the 
vestibule of the gate was at the inner 
end. '°And there were three side rooms 
on either side of the east gate; the three 
were of the same size; and the jambs on 
either side were of the same size. 
11 Then he measured the breadth of the 
opening of the gateway, ten cubits; and 
the breadth of the gateway, thirteen 
cubits. 12 There was a barrier before the 
side rooms, one cubit on either side; and 
the side rooms were six cubits on either 

0 That is Multitude 1' Gk: Heb on 1he sou1h 'I Heb deep, and one threshold, one reed deep 
40.1-43.17: I Kings 6-7; 2 Chron 1-4 40.2: Rev 21.10. 40.3, 5: Rev 21.15. 
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side. IJ Then he measured the gate from seven steps leading up to ir, and its 
the back' of the one side room to the vestibule was on the inside; and ir had 
back' of the other, a breadth of five and palm trees on its jambs, one on either 
twenty cubits, from door to door. 1 ~ He side. 27And there was a gate on the south 
measured also the vestibule, twenty of the inner court; and he measured 
cubits; and round ab<Jut the vestibule of from gate to gate toward the south, a 
the gateway was the court.s 15 From the hundred cubits. 
front of the gate at the entrance to the 28 Then he brought me to the inner 
end of the inner vestibule of the gate court by the south gate, and he meas
was fifty cubits. 1°And the gateway had ured the south gate; it was of the same 
windows round about, narrowing in- size as the others. 29 Its side rooms, its 
wards into their jambs in the side iambs, and its vestibule were of the 
rooms, and likewise the vestibule had same size as the others; and there were 
windows round about inside, and on the windows round about in it and in its 
jambs were palm trees. vestibule; its length was fifty cubits, and 

17 Then he brought me into the its breadth twenty-five cubits. !11And 
outer court; and behold, there were there were vestibules round about, 
chambers and a pavement, round about twenty-five cubits long and five cubits 
the court; thirty chambers fronted on broad. 31 Its vestibule faced the outer 
the pavement. I~And the pavement ran court, and palm trees were on its 
along the side of the gates, correspond- jambs, and its stairway had eight steps. 
ing to the length of the gates; this was 32 Then he brought me to the inner 
the lower pavement. I 9 Then he meas- court on the east side, and he measured 
ured the distance from the inner front the gate; it was of the same size as rhe 
of' the lower gate to the outer front of others. 33 I ts side rooms, its jambs. and 
the inner court, a hundred cubits. its vestibule were of rhe same size as the 

Then he went before me to the north, others; and there were windows round 
211 and behold, there was a gate" which about in it and in its vestibule; its 
faced toward the north, belonging to the length was fifty cubits, and its breadth 
outer court. He measured its length and twenty-five cubits. }.I Its vestibule faced 
its breadth. 21 Its side rooms, three on the outer court, and it had palm trees on 
either side, and its jambs and its its jambs, one on either side; and its 
vestibule were of the same size as those stairway had eight steps. 
of the first gate; its length was fifty 35 Then he brought me to the north 
cubits, and its breadth twenty-five gate, and he measured it; ir had the 
cubits. 22And its windows, its vestibule, same size as the others. ·'" Ics side 
and its palm trees were of the same size rooms, its jambs, and its vestibule were 
as those of the gate which faced toward of the same size as the others;' and it 
the east; and seven steps led up to it; had windows round about; its length 
and its vestibule was on the inside. was fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty-
23And opposite the gate on the north, as five cubits. _; 7 Its vestibule"" faced the 
on the east, was a gate to the inner outer court, and it had palm trees on its 
court; and he measured from gate to iambs, one on either side; and its stair-
gate, a hundred cubits. way had eight steps. 

24 And he led me toward the south, 38 There was a chamber with its door 
and behold, there was a gate on the in the vestibule of the gate,-' where the 
south; and he measured its iambs and burnt offering was to be washed. ·19And 
its vestibule; they had the same size as in the vestibule of the gate were two 
the others. 25And there were windows rabies on either side, on which the 
round about in it and in its vestibule, burnt offering and the sin offering and 
like the windows of the others; its the guilt offering were to be slaughtered. 
length was fifty cubits, and its breadth 40And on the outside of the vestibule'' 
twenty-five cubits. 2oAnd there were at the entrance of the north gate were 
1 Compare Gk: Heb roof 
s Compare Gk: Heb a"d he made 1he jumb.~ srxrv n1bil.\, tind w lht' jamb of the co11rt ura.~ rhc !(al1.'tl.'ll_\' row1d about 
1 Compare Gk: Heb from before · 
u Gk: Heb a hw1drcd cubirs 011 zhe cast cmd (Jn the ,w,-rh. ~OA11d tl11.· gall' 
''One Ms Compare verses 29 and 33: Heb lacks wac II/ rhc sanu· sru as thL' otht·rs 
w Gk Vg Compare verses 26, 31, 34: Heb jambs .1 Cn: Heb 1.11 thi!Jllmbs of 1he gatt's 
!I Cn: Heb co him who goes up 
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two tables; and on the other side of the the entrance, two cubits; and the 
vestibule of the gate were two tables. breadth of the entrance, six cubits; and 
41 Four tables were on the inside, and the sidewallsY of the entrance, seven 
four tables on the outside of the side of cubits. 4And he measured the length of 
the gate, eight tables, on which the the room, twenty cubits, and its 
sacrifices were to be slaughtered. 42And breadth, twenty cubits, beyond the 
there were also four tables of hewn stone nave. And he said to me, This is the 
for the burnt offering, a cubit and a half most holy place. 
Jong, and a cubit and a half broad, and 5 Then he measured the wall of the 
one cubit high, on which the instru- temple, six cubits thick; and the breadth 
ments were to be laid with which the of the side chambers, four cubits, round 
burnt offerings and the sacrifices were about the temple. 6And the side 
slaughtered. 43And hooks, a hand- chambers were in three stories, one over 
breadth long, were fastened round another, thirty in each story. There 
about within. And on the tables the were offsets" all around the wall of the 
flesh of the offering was to be laid. temple to serve as supports for the side 

44 Then he brought me from without chambers, so that they should not be 
into the inner court, and behold, there supported by the wall of the temple. 
were two chambers in the inner court, 7And the side chambers became broader 
one" at the side of the north gate facing as they rosei from story to story, cor
south, the other at the side of the south b responding to the enlargement of the 
gate facing north. 45And he said to me, offseti from story to story round about 
This chamber which faces south is for the temple; on the side of the temple a 
the priests who have charge of the stairway led upward, and thus one went 
temple, 46 and the chamber which faces up from the lowest story to the top 
north is for the priests who have charge story through the middle story. 8 I saw 
of the altar; these are the sons of Zadok, also that the temple had a raised plat
who alone among the sons of Levi may form round about; the foundations of 
come near to the LORD to minister to the side chambers measured a full reed 
him. 47And he measured the court, a of six long cubits. 9 The thickness of the 
hundred cubits long, and a hundred outer wall of the side chambers was five 
cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar cubits; and the part of the platform 
was in front of the temple. which was left free was five cubits.A 

48 Then he brought me to the vesti- Between the platform1 of the temple and 
bule of the temple and measured the the 10 chambers of the court was a 
jambs of the vestibule, five cubits on breadth of twenty cubits round about 
either side; and the breadth of the gate the temple on every side. llAnd the 
was fourteen cubits; and the sidewalls of doors of the side chambers opened on 
the gate were three cubits" on either the part of the platform that was left 
side. 49 The length of the vestibule was free, one door toward the north, and 
twenty cubits, and the breadth twelved another door toward the south; and the 
cubits; and ten steps led up' to it; and breadth of the part that was left free was 
there were pillars beside the jambs on five cubits round about. 
either side. 12 The building that was facing the 

41 Then he brought me to the temple yard on the west side was seven
nave, and measured the jambs; ty cubits broad; and the wall of the 

on each side six cubits was the breadth building was five cubits thick round 
of the jambs.1 2And the breadth of the about, and its length ninety cubits. 
entrance was ten cubits; and the side- 13 Then he measured the temple, a 
walls of the entrance were five cubits on hundred cubits long; and the yard and 
either side; and he measured the length the building with its walls, a hundred 
of the nave forty cubits, and its breadth, cubits long; 14 also the breadth of the 
twenty cubits .. l Then he went into the east front of the temple and the yard, a 
inner room and measured the jambs of hundred cubits. 

,. g:i ~~~ :;;j fl;:'.'~r~~·~~hu~J c~h~';a'~";;e~ g:~h,~:':ub1~mb1r(/k:' tf~f;e~iev;~ Gk: Heb which 
,. Gk: Heb a11c/ by stt:ps whfrh wait up 7' Comp~re Gk: Heb tenc g Gk: Heb breadth 
h Gk Compare I Kings 6.6: Heb they entaed 1 Cn: Heb .-r was mrrounded 
1 Gk: Heb for rhi: mc:ompassing of the temple k Syr: Heb lacks five cubits 
f Cn. I-kb ho11h' of the side chamb.ers 

Ii Gk: Heb ease 
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15 Then he measured the length of JAdjoining the twenty cubits which be

the building facing the yard which was longed to the inner court, and facing the 
at the west and its wall~"' on either pavement which belonged to the outer 
side, a hundred cubits. court, was galleryY against galleryY in 

The nave of the temple and the inner three stories. 4And before the chambers 
room and the outer" vestibule 16 were was a passage inward, ten cubits wide 
paneled" and round about all three had and a hundred cubits long, z and their 
windows with recessed" frames. Over doors were on the north. 5 Now the 
against the threshold the temple was upper chambers were narrower, for the 
paneled with wood round about, from galleriesY took more away from them 
the floor up to the windows (now the than from the lower and middle charn
windows were covered), 17 to the space bers in the building. 6 For they were in 
above the door, even to the inner room, three stories, and they had no pillars 
and on the outside. And on all the walls like the pillars of the outer" court; 
round about in the inner room and the hence the upper chambers were set 
nave were carved likenesses'' JM of back from the ground more than the 
cherubim and palm trees, a palm tree lower and the middle ones. ?And there 
between cherub and cherub. Every was a wall outside parallel to the cham
cherub had two faces: 19 the face of a bers, toward the outer court, opposite 
man toward the palm tree on the one the chambers, fifty cubits long. B For 
side, and the face of a young lion toward the chambers on the outer court were 
the palm tree on the other side. They fifty cubits long, while those opposite 
were carved on the whole temple round the temple were a hundred cubits long. 
about; 211 from the floor to above the 9 Below these chambers was an entrance 
door cherubim and palm trees were on the east side, as one enters them from 
carved on the wall.' the outer court, IO where the outside 

21 The doorposts of the nave were wall begins.b 
squared; and in front of the holy place On the south< also, opposite the yard 
was something resembling 22 an altar of and opposite the building, there were 
wood, three cubits high, two cubits chambers II with a passage in front of 
long, and two cubits broad;·' its corners, them; they were similar to the chambers 
its base, 1 and its walls were of wood. He on the north, of the same length and 
said to me, "This is the table which is breadth, with the same exitsd and ar
before the LORD." 2.1 The nave and the rangements and doors. 12And below the 
holy place had each a double door. south chambers was an entrance on the 
2-1 The doors had two leaves apiece, two east side, where one enters the passage, 
swinging leaves for each door. 2'And on and opposite them was a dividing wall.' 
the doors of the nave were carved 13 Then he said to me, "The north 
cherubim and palm trees, such as were chambers and the south chambers op
carved on the walls; and there was a posite the yard are the holy chambers, 
canopy of wood in front of the vestibule where the priests who approach the 
outside. 26And there were recessed win- LORD shall eat the most holy offerings; 
duw' and palm trees on either side, on there they shall put the most holy 
the sidewalls of the vestibule." offerings-the cereal offering, the sin 

42 Then he led me out into the offering, and the guilt offering, for the 
inner,. court, toward the north, place is holy. 14 When the priests enter 

and he brought me to the chambers the holy place, they shall not go out of it 
which were opposite the temple yard into the outer court without laying there 
and opposite the building on the north. the gannents in which they minister, 
2 The length of the building which was for these are holy; they shall put on 
on the north side,,. was' a hundred other garments before they go near to 
cubits, and the breadth fifty cubits. that which is for the people." 
111 Cn The meaning of chc lfrbrcw term i~ unknown 11 Gk: Heb of 1he court 0 Gk: Heb rhe thresholds 
" Cn ( ,omparc Gk I King~ b.·I: The meaning of chc Hebrew h:rm is unknown 
' 1 Cn lkb munw.·, .111.J c.irc·,·d 1 Cn Compart.' verse 25: Heb and tht· waiJ :SGk: Heb lacks two cubits broad 
1 Gk: H1._·b Im) . ." th 11 Cn: Heb ~·e.,nb11lt'. A11d 1h.: qd.· chambers of 1he temple and 1hr: canopies ,. Gk: Heb 1.1Ultr 
11 (Jk Hdi do•1 1r 1 Gk: Heb li<l{•r,· rh.· /,111uli Y The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 
- Gk Svr Heh u .::,1\· of 1111c i"11b11 " Gk· Heh lacks oura 1
' < :n l ·~1mpan: Gk Heb 111 rh,, br,·,1drh (l/ rh1· U.'1111 of lht• court r Gk: Heb easr d Heb and all their e:rits 

,. ( :n I-kb .:1'1J cl< (ordwg 111 rh.· mlr1J1n·.:., 1~( rhe chQrnber.< thllt were 1oward the sUM.111 was an nurance at tlle ltt!ad 
01 / rh, <Cd\', 1h,· ii'IJ\" ;,e/01, rh,· d1<'1d1tlJ! u·ull totvarJ the easl as one enurs thnn 
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15 Now when he had finished meas- from me, and I will dwell in their midst 

uring the interior of the temple area, for ever. 
he led me out by the gate which faced 10 "And you, son of man, describe to 
east, and measured the temple area the home of Israel the temple and its 
round about. 16 He measured the east appearance and plan,.! that they may be 
side with the measuring reed, five hun- ashamed of their iniquities. 11 And if 
dred cubits by the measuring reed. they are ashamed of all that they have 
11 Then he turned and measured! the done, portray• the temple, its arrange
north side, five hundred cubits by the ment, its exits and its entrances, and its 
measuring reed. I~ Then he turned and whole form; and make known ro them 
measured! the south side, five hundred all its ordinances and all its laws; and 
cubits by the measuring reed. 19 Then write it down in their sight, so that they 
he turned to the west side and meas- may observe and perform all its laws' 
ured, five hundred cubits by the meas- and all its ordinances. 12 This is the law 
uring reed. 20 He measured it on the of the temple: the whole territory round 
four sides. It had a wall around it, about upon the top of the mountain 
five hundred cubits long and five shall be most holy. Behold, this is the 
hundred cubits broad, to make a law of the temple. 
separation between the holy and the 13 "These arc the dimensions of the 
common. altar by cubits (the cubit being a cubit 

43 Afterward he brought me to the and a handbreadth): its base shall be one 
gate, the gate facing east. 2And cubit high,'" and one cubit broad, with a 

behold, the glory of the God of Israel rim of one span around its edge. And 
came from the east; and the sound of his this shall be the height' of the altar: 
coming was like the sound of many 14 from the base on the ground to the 
waters; and the earth shone with his lower ledge, two cubits, with a breadth 
glory. 3Andu the vision I saw was like of one cubit; and from the smaller ledge 
the vision which I had seen when he to the larger ledge, four cubits, with a 
came to destroy the city, andh like the breadth of one cubit; 15 and the altar 
vision which I had seen by the river hearth, four cubits; and from the altar 
Chebar; and I fell upon my face. 4As hearth projecting upward, four horns, 
the glory of the LORD entered the tern- one cubit high.'' 16 The altar hearth 
pie by the gate facing east, s the Spirit shall be square, twelve cubits long by 
lifted me up, and brought me into the twelve broad. 17 The ledge also shall be 
inner court; and behold, the glory of the square, fourteen cubits long by fourteen 
LORD filled the temple. broad, with a rim around it half a cubit 

6 While the man was standing beside broad, and its base one cubit round 
me, I heard one speaking to me out of about. The steps of the altar shall face 
the temple; 7 and he said to me, "Son east." 
of man, this is the place of my throne JR And he said ro me, "Son of man, 
and the place of the soles of my feet, thus says the Lord Goo: These are the 
where I will dwell in the midst of the ordinances for the altar: On the day 
people of Israel for ever. And the house when it is erected for offering burnt 
of Israel shall no more defile my holy offerings upon ir and for throwing blood 
name, neither they, nor their kings, by against it, 19 you shall give ro the Leviti
their harlotry, and by the dead bodiesi cal priests of the family of Zadok, who 
of their kings, 8 by setting their thresh- draw near to me to minister to me, says 
old by my threshold and their door- the Lord Goo, a bull for a sin offering. 
posts beside my doorposts, with only a 20And you shall take some of its blood, 
wall between me and them. They have and put it on the four horns of the 
defiled my holy name by their abomina- altar, and on the four corners of the 
tions which they have committed, so I ledge, and upon the rim round about; 
have consumed them in my anger. thus you shall cleanse the altar and 
9 Now let them put away their idolatry make atonement for it. 21 You shall also 
and the dead bodies1 of their kings far take the bull of the sin offering, and it 
I Gk: Heb l'lleasuri"l reed round about. He measured Y Gk: Heb And like rhl! 1•ision 
Z Syr: Heb and the viDo'f, f Or the monumen~s J Gk: Heb the temple that they ~..ry ''!ea11m: rh"· puttt'm 

Gk: Heb rlu/"'711 of Compare Gk: Heb 1rs whole form m Gk: Heb lacks lugli ·1 Gk: Heb b(llk 
• Gk: Heb lacb o>u cubit hil/h 
AZ: l!zck 1.24; Rev 1.15; 14.2; 19.6. 
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shall be burnt in the appointed place be- fat and the blood. You" have broken my 
longing to the temple, outside the sacred covenant, in addition to all your 
area. 22And on the second day you shall abominations. 8And you have not kept 
offer a he-goat without blemish for a sin charge of my holy things; but you have 
offering; and the altar shall be cleansed, set foreigners to keep my charge in my 
as it was cleansed with the bull. 23 When sanctuary. 
you have finished cleansing it, you shall 9 "Therefore 1 thus says the Lord 
offer a bull without blemish and a ram Goo: No foreigner, uncircumcised in 
from the flock without blemish. 24 You heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who 
shall present them before the LORD, are among the people of Israel, shall 
and the priests shall sprinkle salt upon enter my sanctuary. JO But the Levites 
them and offer them up as a burnt offer- who went far from me, going astray 
ing to the LORD. 25 For seven days you from me after their idols when Israel 
shall provide daily a goat for a sin of- went astray, shall bear thei1 punish
fering; also a bull and a ram from the ment. II They shall be ministers in my 
flock, without blemish, shall be pro- sanctuary, having oversight at the gates 
vided. 26 Seven days shall they make of the temple, and serving in the tem
atonement for the altar and purify it, pie; they shall slay the burrct offering 
and so consecrate it. 27 And when they and the sacrifice for the people, anJ they 
have completed these days, then from shall attend on the pcopk, to serve 
the eighth day onward the priests shall them. 12 Because they ministereJ to 
offer upon the altar your burnt offerings them before their idols anJ became a 
and your peace offerings; and I will stumbling block uf iniquity to the how,e 
accept you, says the Lord Goo." of Israel, therefore I have sworn con-

44 Then he brought me back to cerning them, says the Lord Goo, that 
the outer gate of the sanctuary, they shall bear their punishment. 

which faces east; and it was shut. 2And 13 They shall not come near to me, w 
he 0 said to me, "This gate shall remain serve me as priest, nor come near any of 
shut; it shall not be opened, and no one my sacred things and the things that a.re 
shall enter by it; for the LORD, the God most sacred; but they shall bear their 
of Israel, has entered by it; therefore it shame, because of the abominations 
shall remain shut. 3 Only the prince may which they have committed. I~ Y ct I 
sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; will appoint them to keep charge of the 
he shall enter by way of the vestibule of temple, to do all its service anJ all that 
the gate, and shall go out by the same is to be done in it. 
way." 15 "But the Levitical priests, the sons 

4 Then he brought me by way of the of Zadok, who kept the charge of my 
north gate to the front of the temple; sanctuary when the people of brad 
and I looked, and behold, the glory of went astray from me, shall come near to 
the LORD filled the temple of the Lo RD; me to minister to me; and they shall 
and I fell upon my face. 5And the LORD attend on me to offer me the fat anJ the 
said to me, "Son of man, mark well, see blood, says the Lord Goo; I b they shall 
with your eyes·, and hear with your ears enter my sanctuary, and they shall ap
all that I shall tell you concerning all proach my table, to minister to me, anJ 
the ordinances of the temple of the they shall keep my charge. 1- When they 
LORD and all its laws; and mark well enter the gates of the inner court, they 
those who may be admitted toP the shall wear linen garments; they shall 
temple and all those who are to be ex- have nothing of wool on them, while 
eluded from the sanctuary. 6And say to they minister at the gates of the inner 
the rebellious house,'' to the house of court, and within. 18 They shall have 
Israel, Thus says the Lord Goo: 0 linen turbans upon their heaJs, anJ 
house of Israel, let there be an end to all linen breeches upon their loins; they 
your abominations, 7 in admitting for- shall not gird themseln:s with anything 
eigners, uncircumcised in heart and that causes sweat. 19And when they go 
flesh, to be in my sanctuary, profaning out into the outer court to the people, 
it,' when you offer to me my food, the they shall put off the garments in which 
° Cn: Heb the LORD PCn: Heb the emra11ce of 11 Gk: Heb lacks lw1m· 1 Gk: Heb it my umph· 
8 Gk Syr Vg: Heb they t Gk: Heb for yo" 
44.4: Rev 15.8. 
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they have been ministering, and lay 
them in the holy chambers; and they 
shall put on other garments, lest they 
communicate holiness to the people with 
their garments. 20 They shall not shave 
their heads or let their locks grow long; 
they shall only trim the hair of their 
heads. 21 No priest shall drink wine, 
when he enters the inner court. 22 They 
shall not marry a widow, or a divorced 
woman, but only a virgin of the stock 
of the house of Israel, or a widow who 
is the widow of a priesr. 23 They shall 
teach my people the difference be
tween the holy and the common, and 
show them how to distinguish between 
the unclean and the clean. 24 In a con
troversy they shall act as judges, and 
they ~hall judge it according to my judg
ments. They shall keep my laws and my 
statutes in all my appointed feasts, and 
they shall keep my sabbaths holy. 
25 They shall not defile themselves by 
going near to a dead person; however, 
for father or mother, for son or daugh
ter, for brother or unmarried sister they 
may defile themselves. 26After he is de
filed," he shall count for himself seven 
days, and then he shall be clean. ,. 27 And 
on the day that he goes into the holy 
place, into the inner court, to minister 
in the holy place, he shall offer his sin 
offering, says the Lord Goo. 

28 "They shall have no'" inheritance; 
I am their inheritance: and you shall 
give them no possession in Israel; I am 
their possession. 29 They shall eat the 
cereal offering, the sin offering, and the 
guilt offering; and every devoted thing 
in Israel shall be theirs .. lUAnd the first 
of all the first fruits of all kinds, and 
every offering of all kinds from all your 
offerings, shall belong to the priests; 
you shall also give to the priests the first 
of your coarse meal, that a blessing may 
rest on your house. 31 The priests shall 
not eat of anything, whether bird or 
beast, that has died of itself or is torn. 

45 "When "OU allot the land as a 
possession, you shall set apart for 

the LORD a portion of the land as a holy 
district, twenty-five thousand cubits 
long and twenty, thousand cubits 
broad; it shall be holy throughout its 
whole extent. 2 Of this a square plot of 
five hundred by five hundred cubits 
" Syr: Heb deamed 

shall be for the sanctuary, with fifty 
cubits for an open space around it. 
3And in the holy district you shall meas
ure off a section twenty-five thousand 
cubits long and ten thousand broad, in 
which shall be the sanctuary, the most 
holy place. 4 It shall be the holy portion 
of the land; it shall be for the priests, 
who minister in the sanctuary and ap
proach the LORD to minister to him; and 
it shall be a place for their houses and a 
holy place for the sanctuary. 5Another 
section, twenty-five thousand cubits 
long and ten thousand cubits broad, 
shall be for the Levites who minister at 
the temple, as their possession for cities 
to live in." 

6 "Alongside the portion set apart as 
the holy district you shall assign for the 
possession of the city an area five 
thousand cubits broad, and twenty-five 
thousand cubits long; it shall belong 
to the whole house of Israel. 

7 "And to the prince shall belong the 
land on both sides of the holy district 
and the property of the city, alongside 
the holy district and the property of the 
city, on the west and on the east, cor
responding in length to one of the 
tribal portions, and extending from the 
western to the eastern boundary of the 
land. 8 It is to be his property in Israel. 
And my princes shall no more oppress 
my people; but they shall let the house 
of Israel have the land according to their 
tribes. 

9 "Thus says the Lord Gon: Enough, 
0 princes of Israel! Put away violence 
and oppression, and execute justice and 
righteousness; cease your evictions of 
my people, says the Lord Goo. 

10 "You shall have just balances, a 
just cphah, and a just bath. 11 The 
ephah and the bath shall be of the same 
measure, the bath containing one 
tenth of a homer, and the ephah one 
tenth of a homer; the homer shall be the 
standard measure. 12 The shekel shall 
be twenty gerahs; five shekels shall be 
five shekels, and ten shekels shall be ten 
shekels, and your mina shall be fifty 
shekels. z 

13 "This is the offering which you 
shall make: one sixth of an ephah from 
each homer of wheat, and one sixth of 
an ephah from each homer of barley, 

'' Syr: Heb lacks and then he shall be dea,, 11 ' Vg: Heb as an I Gk: Heb reu 
Y Gk: Heb twenty chambers z Gk: Heb twemy shekel.{, twemy-jive shekels, fifteen shekels shall be your mina 
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14 and as the fixed portion of oil," one ing days; but on the sabbath day it shall 
tenth of a bath from each cor (the cor,b be opened and on the day of the new 
like the homer, contains ten baths); moon it shall be opened. 2 The prince 
15 and one sheep from every flock of two shall enter by the vestibule of the gate 
hundred, from the familiesc of Israel. from without, and shall take his stand 
This is the offering for cereal offerings, by the post of the gate. The priests shall 
burnt offerings, and peace offerings, to offer his burnt offering and his peace 
make atonement for them, says the offerings, and he shall worship at the 
Lord Goo. 16All the people of the land threshold of the gate. Then he shall go 
shall give'' this offering to the prince in out, but the gate shall not be shut until 
Israel. 17 It shall be the prince's duty evening. 3 The people of the land shall 
to furnish the burnt offerings, cereal worship at the entrance of that gate be
offerings, and drink offerings, at the fore the LORD on the sabbaths and on 
feasts, the new moons, and the sab- the new moons. 4 The burnt offering 
baths, all the appointed feasts of the that the prince offers to the LORD on the 
house of Israel: he shall provide the sin sabbath day shall be six lambs without 
offerings, cereal offerings, burnt offer- blemish and a ram without blemish; 
ings, and peace offerings, to make atone- s and the cereal offering with the ram 
ment for the house of Israel. shall be an ephah, and the cereal offer-

18 "Thus says the Lord Goo: In the ing with the lambs shall be a~ much as 
first month, on the first day of the he is able, together with a hin of oil to 
month, you shall take a young bull with- each ephah. 6 On the day of the new 
out blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary. moon he shall offer a young bull wil .. out 
llJ The priest shall take some of the blemish, and six lambs and a ram, 
blood of the sin offering and put it on which shall be without blemish; 7 as a 
the doorposts of the temple, the four cereal offering he shall provide an ephah 
corners of the ledge of the altar, and the with the bull and an ephah with the 
posts of the gate of the inner court. ram, and with the lambs as much as he 
20 You shall do the same on the seventh is able, together with a hin of oil to each 
day of the month for any one who has ephah. 8 When the prince enters, he 
sinned through error or ignorance; so shall go in by the vestibule of the gate, 
you shall make atonement for the and he shall go out by the same way. 
temple. 9 "When the people of the land come 

21 "In the first month, on the four- before the LORD at the appointed feasts, 
teenth day of the month, you shall cele- he who enters by the north gate to 
brate the feast of the passover, and for worship 'hall go out by the south gate; 
seven days unleavened bread shall be and he who enters by the south gate 
eaten. 22 On that day the prince shall shall go out by the north gate: no one 
provide for himself and all the people of shall return by way of the gate by which 
the land a young bull for a sin offering. he entered, but each shall go out straigh! 
2.lAnd on the seven days of the festival ahead. 10 When they go ;'1, the prince 
he shall provide as a burnt offering to shall go in with them; and when they go 
the LORD seven young bulls and seven out, he shall go out. 
rams without blemish, on each of the 11 "At the feasts and the appointed 
seven days; and a he-goat daily for a sin seasons the cereal offering with a young 
offering. 24And he shall provide as a bull shall be an ephah, and with a ram 
cereal offering an ephah for each bull, an ephah, and with the lambs as much 
an ephah for each ram, and a hin of oil as one is able to give, together with a hin 
to each ephah. 25 In the seventh month, of oil to an ephah. 12 \\'hen the prince 
on the fifteenth day of the month and provides a freewill offering, either a 
for the seven days of the feast, he shall burnt offering or peace offerings as a 
make the same provision for sin offer- freewill offering to the LORD, the gate 
ings, burnt offerings, and cereal offer- facing east shall be opened for him; and 
ings, and for the oil. he shall offer his burnt offering or his 

46 "Thus says the Lord Goo: peace offerings as he does on the sab
The gate of the inner court chat bath day. Then he shall go out, and after 

faces cast shall be shut on the six work- he has gone out the gate shall be shut. 
" Cn: Heb vii, lht· ba1h lht· oil Ii Vg: Heb homa r· Gk: Heb f1Jl.llt'ri11g places 
rl Gk Compare Syr: Heb shall bt' to 
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Then he brought me back to the 13 "He shall provide a lamb a year 47 

old without blemish for a burnt offering door of the temple; and behold, 
water was issuing from below the thresh
old of the temple toward the east (for 
the temple faced east); and the water 
was flowing down from below the south 
end of the threshold of the temple, 
south of the altar. 2 Then he brought 
me out by way of the north gate, and led 
me round on the outside to the outer 
gate, that faces coward the east;" and 
the water was coming out on the south 
side. 

co the LORD daily; morning by morning 
he shall provide it. 14And he shall pro
vide a cereal offering with it morning by 
morning, one sixth of an ephah, and one 
third of a hin of oil to moisten the flour, 
as a cereal offering to the LoRD; this is 
the ordinance for the continual burnt 
offering.' 15 Thus the lamb and the 
meal offering and the oil shall be pro
vided, morning by morning, for a con
tinual burnt offering. 

16 "Thus says the Lord Goo: If the 
prince makes a gift to any of his sons out 
off his inheritance, it shall belong to his 
sons, it is their property by inheritance. 
17 Bue if he makes a gift out of his in
heritance to one of his servants, it shall 
be his to the year of liberty; then it shall 
revert to the prince; only his sons may 
keep a gift from his inheritance. 18 The 
prince shall not take any of the in
heritance of the people, thrusting them 
out of their property; he shall give his 
sons their inheritance out of his own 
property, so that none of my people 
shall be dispossessed of his prop
erty.'' 

19 Then he brought me through the 
entrance, which was at the side of the 
gate, to the north row of the holy cham
bers for the priests; and there I saw a 
place at the extreme western end of 
them. 20And he said to me, "This is the 
place where the priests shall boil the 
guilt offering and the sin offering, and 
where they shall bake the cereal offer
ing, in order not to bring chem out into 
the outer court and so communicate 
holiness to the people." 

21 Then he brought me forth to the 
outer court, and led me to the four 
corners of the court; and in each corner 
of the court there was a courc-22 in 
the four corners of the court were small" 
courts, forty cubits long and thirty 
broad ; the four were of the same size. 
23 On the inside, around each of the 
four courts was a row of masonry, with 
hearths made at the bottom of the rows 
round about. 24 Then he said to me, 
"These are the kitchens where those 
who minister at the temple shall boil 
the sacrifices of the people." 

3 Going on eastward with a line in his 
hand, the man measured a thousand 
cubits, and then led me through the 
water; and it was ankle-deep. 4Again he 
measured a thousand, and led me 
through the water; and it was knee
deep. Again he measured a thousand, 
and led me through the water; and it 
was up to the loins. SAgain he measured 
a thousand, and it was a river that I 
could not pass through, for the water 
had risen; it was deep enough to swim 
in, a river that could not be passed 
through. "And he said to me, "Son of 
man, have you seen this?" 

Then he led me back along the bank 
of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw 
upon the bank of the river very many 
trees on the one side and on the other. 
HAnd he said to me, "This water flows 
coward the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah; and when it 
enters the stagnant waters of the sea,; 
the water will become fresh. 'JAnd 
wherever the riverj goes every living 
creature which swarms will live, and 
there will be very many fish; for this 
water goes there, that the waters of the 
sea1• may become fresh; so everything 
will live where the river goes. 10 Fisher
men will stand beside the sea; from 
En-ge'di to En-eg'laim it will be a place 
for the spreading of nets; its fish will be 
of very many kinds, like the fish of the 
Great Sea. 11 But its swamps and 
marshes will not become fresh; they are 
to be left for salt. 12And on the banks, on 
both sides of the river, there will grow 
all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves 
will not wither nor their fruit fail, but 
they will bear fresh fruit every month, 
because the water for them flows from 
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the sanctuary. Their fruit will be 
food, and their leaves for healing." 

13 Thus says the Lord Goo: "These 
are the boundaries by which you shall 
divide the land for inheritance among 
the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall 
have two portions. I4And you shall 
divide it equally; I swore to give it to 
your fathers, and this land shall fall to 
you as your inheritance. 

for far as Hazar-e'non (which is on the 
northern border of Damascus over 
against Hamath), and• extending from 
the east side to the west, r Dan, one 
portion. 2Adjoining the territory of 
Dan, from the east side to the west, 
Asher, one portion. 3Adjoining the 
territory of Asher, from the east side to 
the west, Naph'tali, one portion. 4Ad
joining the territory of Naph'tali, from 
the east side to the west, Manas'seh, one 
portion. 5Adjoining the territory of 
Manas'seh, from the east side to the 
west, E'phraim, one portion. 6Adjoining 
the territory of E'phrairn, from the east 
side to the west, Reuben, one portion. 
7 Adjoining the territory of Reuben, 
from the east side to the west, Judah, 
one portion. 

15 "This shall be the boundary of the 
land: On the north side, from the Great 
Sea by way of Hethlon to the entrance 
of Hamath, and on to Zedad,1 16 Bero' -
thah, Sib'raim (which lies on the border 
between Damascus and Hamath), as 
far as Hazerhatticon, which is on the 
border of Hauran. 17 So the boundary 
shall run from the sea to Hazar-e'non, 
which is on the northern border of 
Damascus, with the border of Hamath 
to the north."' This shall be the north 
side. 

18 "On the east side, the boundary 
shall run from Hazar-e'non" between 
Hau ran and Damascus;"' along the 
Jordan between Gilead and the land of 
Israel; to the eastern sea and as far as 
Tamar." This shall be the east side. 

19 "On the south side, it shall run 
from Tamar as far as the waters of 
Meribath-ka'desh, thence along the 
Brook of Egypt to the Great Sea. This 
shall be the south side. 

20 "On the west side, the Great Sea 
shall be the boundary to a point op
posite the entrance of Hamath. This 
shall be the west side. 

21 "So you shall divide this land 
among you according to the tribes of 
Israel. 22 You shall allot it as an in
heritance for yourselves and for the 
aliens who reside among you and have 
begotten children among you. They 
shall be to you as native-born sons of 
Israel; with you they shall be allotted 
an inheritance among the tribes of 
Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the alien 
resides, there you shall assign him his 
inheritance, says the Lord Goo. 

48 "These are the names of the 
tribes: Beginning at the northern 

border, from the sea by way" of 
Hethlon to the entrance of Hamath, as 

1 Gk: Heb rhe e111ra11cc of Zcdad, Hamath 
111 Heb obscure 11 Cn: Heb lacks Ha::ar-e11011 

8 "Adjoining the territory of Judah, 
from the east side to the west, shall be 
the portion which you shall set apart, 
twenty-five thousand cubits in breadth, 
and in length equal to one of the tribal 
portions, from the east side to the west, 
with the sanctuary in the midst of it. 
9 The portion which you shall set apart 
for the LORD shall be twenty-five thou
sand cubits in length, and twenty' 
thousand in breadth. 10 These shall be 
che allocments of che holy portion: che 
priests shall have an allounent measur
ing twenty-five thousand cubits on che 
northern side, ten thousand cubits in 
breadch on the western side, ten chou
sand in breadth on the eastern side, and 
twenty-five thousand in length on the 
southern side, with the sanctuary of the 
LORD in the midst of it. 11 This shall be 
f,)r the consecrated priests, the sons1 of 
Zadok, who kept my charge, who did 
not go astray when the people of Israel 
went astray, as the Levites did. I2And 
it shall belong to them as a special 
portion from the holy portion of the 
land, a most holy place, adjoining the 
territory of the Levites. IJAnd alongside 
the territory of the priests, the Levites 
shall have an allounent twenty-five 
thousand cubits in length and ten 
thousand in breadth. The whole length 
shall be twenty-five thousand cubits and 
the breadth twenty" thousand. I~ They 
shall not sell or exchange any of it; they 

;;~~~~~~ ~~~/ t~e~bs~~jj t~0k~·s"'e~sG'k c~~;~~r~~~s~~· 1~8 :HH~bb{h~h;~~i;d~;d{ :Z; ::;:;, 
.~Compare 45.1: Heb rm / One Ms Gk: Heb of thl· som 11 Gk: Heb rm 
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shall not alienate this choice portion of 
the land, for it is holy to the LORD. 

15 "The remainder, five thousand 
cubits in breadth and twenty-five 
thousand in length, shall be for ordinary 
use for the city, for dwellings and for 
open country. In the midst of it shall be 
the city; I b and these shall be its dimen
sions: the north side four thousand five 
hundred cubits, the south side four 
thousand five hundred, the east side 
four thousand five hundred, and the 
west side four thousand and five hun
dred. 17And the city shall have open 
land: on the north two hundred and 
fifty cubits, on the south two hundred 
and fifty, on the east two hundred and 
fifty, and on the west two hundred and 
fifty. 18 The remainder of the length 
alongside the holy portion shall be ten 
thousand cubits to the east, and ten 
thousand to the west, and it shall be 
alongside the holy portion. Its produce 
shall be food for the workers of the city. 
' 9And the workers of the city, from all 
the tribes of Israel, shall till it. 20 The 
whole portion which you shall set apart 
shall be twenty-five thousand cubits 
square, that is, the holy portion to
gether with the property of the city. 

21 "What remains on both sides of 
the holy portion and of the property of 
the city shall belong to the prince. Ex
tending from the twenty-five thousand 
cubits of the holy portion to the east 
border, and westward from the twenty
five thousand cubits to the west border, 
parallel to the tribal portions, it shall 
belong to the prince. The holy portion 
with the sanctuary of the temple in its 
midst, 22 and the property of the Le
vites and the property of the city, 1' shall 
be in the midst of that which belongs to 
the prince. The portion of the prince 

shall lie between the territory of Judah 
and the territory of Benjamin. 

23 "As for the rest of the tribes: from 
the east side to the west, Benjamin, one 
portion. 2AAdjoining the territory of 
Benjamin, from the east side to the 
west, Simeon, one portion. 25Adjoining 
the territory of Simeon, from the east 
side to the west, Is'sachar, one portion. 
26Adjoining the territory of Is'sachar, 
from the east side to the west, Zeb'ulun, 
one portion. 27Adjoining the territory of 
Zeb'ulun, from the east side to the west, 
Gad, one portion. 28And adjoining the 
territory of Gad to the south, the 
boundary shall run from Tamar to the 
waters of Meribath-ka' desh, thence 
along the Brook of Egypt to the Great 
Sea. 29 This is the land which you shall 
allot as an inheritance among the tribes 
of Israel, and these are their several por
tions, says the Lord Goo. 

30 "These shall be the exits of the 
city: On the north side, which is to be 
four thousand five hundred cubits by 
measure, 31 three gates, the gate of 
Reuben, the gate of Judah, and the gate 
of Levi, the gates of the city being 
named after the tribes of Israel. 32 On 
the east side, which is to be four thou
sand five hundred cubits, three gates, 
the gate of Joseph, the gate of Benjamin, 
and the gate of Dan. 33 On the south 
side, which is to be four thousand five 
hundred cubits by measure, three gates, 
the gate of Simeon, the gate of Is'sachar, 
and the gate of Zeb'ulun. 34 On the 
west side, which is to be four thousand 
five hundred cubits, three gates,w the 
gate of Gad, the gate of Asher, and the 
gate of Naph'tali. 35 The circumference 
of the city shall be eighteen thousand 
cubits. And the name of the city hence
forth shall be, The LORD is there." 

'' Cn: Heb and {':om the property of the Levites and from clu property of the city 
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THE BOOK OF 

DANIEL 

1 In the third year of the reign of vegetables to eat and water to drink. 
Jehoi'akim king of Judah, Neb- 1.1 Then let our appearance and the ap

uchadnez'zar king of Babylon came to pearance of the youths who eat the 
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the king's rich food be observed by you, and 
Lord gave Jehoi'akim king of Judah into according to what you see deal with 
his hand, with some of the vessels of the your servants." 14 So he hearkened to 
house of God; and he brought them to them in this matter, and tested them for 
the land of Shinar, to the house of his ten days. 1;At the end often days it was 
god, and placed the vessels in the seen that they were better in appearance 
treasury of his god. 3 Then the king and fatter in flesh than all the youths 
commanded Ash'penaz, his chief eu- who ate the king's rich food. 16 So the 
nuch, to bring some of the people of steward took away their rich food and 
Israel, both of the royal family and of the wine they were to drink, and gave 
the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, them vegetables. 
handsome and skilful in all wisdom, en- 17 As for these four youths, God gave 
dowed with knowledge, understanding them learning and skill in all letters and 
learning, and competent to serve in the wisdom; and Daniel had understanding 
king's palace, and to teach them the in all visions and dreams. I8At rhe end 
letters and language of the Chalde'ans. of the time, when the king had com
; The king assigned them a daily por- manded that they should be brought in, 
tion of the rich food which the king ate, the chief of the eunuchs brought them 
and of the wine which he drank. They in before Nebuchadnez'zar. I9 And the 
were to be educated for three years, and king spoke with them, and among them 
at the end of that rime they were to all none was found like Daniel, Hanani'
stand before the king. 6Among these ah, Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah; therefore 
were Daniel, Hanani'ah, Mish'a-el, and they stood before the king. 20And in 
Azari'ah of the tribe of Judah. 7And the every matter of wisdom and under
chief of the eunuchs gave them names: standing concerning which the king in
Daniel he called Belteshaz'zar, Hanani' - quired of them, he found them ten 
ah he called Shadrach, Mish'a-el he rimes better than all the magicians and 
called Meshach, and Azari'ah he called enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 
Abed'nego. 2IAnd Daniel continued until the first 

8 But Daniel resolved that he would year of King Cyrus. 
nor defile himself with the king's rich 2 In the second year of the reign of 
food, or with the wine which he drank; Nebuchadnez'zar, Nebuchadnez'zar 
therefore he asked the chief of the had dreams; and his spirit was troubled, 
eunuchs to allow him not to defile him- and his sleep left him. 2 Then rhe king 
self. 9And God gave Daniel favor and commanded that the magicians, the en
compassion in the sight of the chief of chanters, the sorcerers, and the Chalde' -
the eunuchs; 10 and the chief of the ans be summoned, to tell the king his 
eunuchs said to Daniel, "I fear lest my dreams. So they came in and stood be
lord the king, who appointed your food fore the king. 3And the king said to 
and your drink, should see that you them, "I had a dream, and my spirit is 
were in poorer condition than the troubled to know the dream." ~Then 
youths who are of your own age. So you the Chalde'ans said to the king,a "O 
would endanger my head with the king, live for ever! Tell your sef\'ants 
king." II Then Daniel said to the the dream, and we will show the in
steward whom the chief of the eunuchs terpretation." 5 The king answered the 
had appointed over Daniel, Hanani'ah, Chalde'ans, "The word from me is 
Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah; 12 "Test your sure: if you do nor make known to me 
servants for ten days; let us be given the dream and its interpretation, you 
" Heb adds /,, Aramaic, indicating lhat the text from this point to the end of chapter 7 is in Aramaic 
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shall be torn limb from limb, and your 
houses shall be laid in ruins. 6 But if you 
show the dream and its interpretation, 
vou shall receive from me gifts and re
wards and great honor. Therefore show 
me the dream and its interpretation." 
7 They answered a second time, "Let 
the king tell his servants the dream, and 
we will show its interpretation." 8 The 
king answered, "I know with certainty 
that you are trying to gain time, because 
you see that the word from me is sure 
9 that if you do not make the dream 
known to me, there is but one sentence 
for you. You have agreed tu speak lying 
and corrupt words before me till the 
times change. Therefore tell me the 
dream, and I shall know that you can 
show me its interpretation." 111 The 
Chalde'ans answered the king, "There 
is not a man on earth who can meet the 
king's demand; for no great and power
ful king has asked such a thing of any 
magician or enchanter or Chalde'an. 
11 The thing that the king asks is diffi
cult, and none can show it to the king 
except the gods, whose dwelling is not 
with flesh." 

12 Because of this the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded that 
all the wise men of Babylon be de
stroyed. 1.1 So the decree went forth 
that the wise men were to be slain, and 
they sought Daniel and his companions, 
to slay them. 14 Then Daniel replied 
with prudence and discretion to Ar'i
och, the captain of the king's guard, 
who had gone out to slay the wise men 
of Babylon; I' he said to Ar'i-och, the 
king's captain, "Why is the decree of 
the king so severe?" Then Ar'i-och 
made the matter known co Daniel. 16And 
Daniel went in and besought the king to 
appoint him a time, that he might show 
to the king the interpretation. 

17 Then Daniel went to his house and 
made the matter known to Hanani'ah, 
Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah, his com
panions, 18 and told them co seek mercy 
of the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery, so that Daniel and his com
panions might not perish with the rest 
of the wise men of Babylon. IY Then 
the mystery was revealed co Daniel in a 
vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed 
the God of heaven. 
211 Daniel said: 

"Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever, 

to whom belong wisdom and 
might. 

21 He changes times and seasons; 
he removes kings and sets up kings; 

he gives wisdom to the wise 
and knowledge to those who have 

understanding; 
22 he reveals deep and mysterious 

things; 
he knows what is in the darkness, 
and the light dwells with him. 

2.\ To thee, 0 God of my fathers, 
I give thanks and praise, 

for thou hast given me wisdom and 
strength, 

and hast now made known to me 
what we asked of thee, 

for thou hast made known to us 
the king's matter." 

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Ar'
i-och, whom the king had appointed to 
destroy the wise men of Babylon; he 
went and said thus co him, "Do not 
destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring 
me in before the king, and I will show 
the king the interpretation." 

25 Then Ar'i-och brought in Daniel 
before the king in haste, and said thus 
co him: "I have found among the exiles 
from Judah a man who can make known 
co the king the interpretation." 2° The 
king said to Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshaz'zar, "Are you able co make 
known to me the dream that I have 
seen and its interpretation?" 27 Daniel 
answered the king, "No wise men, 
enchanters, magicians, or astrologers 
can show to the king the mystery which 
the king has asked, 28 but there is a 
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, 
and he has made known to King Nebu
chadnez'zar what will be in the latter 
days. Your dream and the visions of 
your head as you lay in bed are these: 
2'J To you, 0 king, as you lay in bed 
came thoughts of what would be here
after, and he who reveals mysteries 
made known co you what is to be. 30 But 
as for me, not because of any wisdom 
that I have more than all the living has 
this mystery been revealed to me, but 
in order that the interpretation may be 
made known co the king, and that you 
may know the thoughts of your mind. 

31 "You saw, 0 king, and behold, a 
great image. This image, mighty and 
of exceeding brightness, stood before 
you, and its appearance was frighten
ing. 32 The head of this image was of 



DANIEL 2 780 The king's golden image 
fine gold, its breast and arms of silver, God has made known to the king what 
its belly and thighs of bronze, \_\its shall be hereafter. The dream is certain. 
legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and and its interpretation sure." 
partly of clay . .WAs you looked, a stone 46 Then King Nebuchadnez'zar fell 
was cut out by no human hand, and it upon his face, and did homage tu 
smote the image on its feet of iron and Daniel, and commanded that an offer
clay, and broke them in pieces; _\; then ing and incense be offered up to him 
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, 47 The king said to Daniel, ''Truly, you 1 

and the gold, all together were broken God is God of gods and Lord of kings. 
in pieces, and became like the chaff of and a revealer of mysteries, for you ha\'c 
the summer threshing floors; and the been able to reveal this mystery." 
wind carried them away, so that not a 48 Then the king gave Daniel high 
trace of them could be found. But the honors and many great gifts, and made 
stone that struck the image became a him ruler over the whole province ot 
great mountain and filled the whole Babylon, and chief prefect over all the 
earth. wise men of Babylon. 44 Daniel made 

36 "This was the dream; now we will request of the king, and he appointed 
tell the king its interpretation . .\ 7 You, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'ncg,, 
0 king, the king of kings, to whom the over the affairs of the province of Bab\ 
God of heaven has given the kingdom, Ion; but Daniel remained at the king', 
the power, and the might, and the court. 
glory, .\8 and into whose hand he has 3 King Nebuchadnez'zar made an 
given, wherever they dwell, the sons of image of gold, whose height \\·as 
men, the beasts of the field, and the sixty cubits and its breadth six cubns. 
birds of the air, making you rule over He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the 
them all-you are the head of gold. province of Babylon. 2 Then King 
.WAfter you shall arise another kingdom Nebuchadnez'zar sent to assemble the 
inferior to you, and yet a third kingdom satraps, the prefects, and the gm·ernors, 
of bronze, which shall rule over all the the counselors, the treasurers, the 
earth. 40And there shall be a fourth justices, the magistrates, and all the 
kingdom, strong as iron, because iron officials of the provinces to come to rhc 
breaks to pieces and shatters all things; dedication of the image which Kini.: 
and like iron which crushes, it shall Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. -'Then 
break and crush all these. 41And as you the satraps, the prefects, and the 
saw the feet and toes partly of potter's governors, the counselors, the treas
clay and partly of iron, it shall be a urers, the justices, the magistrates, and 
divided kingdom; but some of the firm- all the officials of the proYinces, were 
ness of iron shall be in it, just as you assembled for the dedication of th,· 
saw iron mixed with the miry clay. image that King Nebuchadnezzar had 
42And as the toes of the feet were partly set up; and they stood before the 
iron and partly clay, so the kingdom image that Nebuchadnez'zar had set 
shall be partly strong and partly brittle. up. •And the herald proclaimed 
4-\As you saw the iron mixed with miry aloud, "You are commanded, 0 
clay, so they will mix with one another peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that 
in marriage,'' but they will not hold to- when you hear the sound of the 
gether, just as iron does not mix with horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, ba~
clay. +1And in the days of those kings the pipe, and every kind of music, you 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom are to fall down and worship the 
which shall never be destroyed, nor golden image that King Nebuchad 
shall its sovereignty be left to another nez'zar has set up; o and whoever does 
people. It shall break in pieces all these not fall down and worship shall im
kingdoms and bring them to an end, mediately be cast into a burning fiery 
and it shall stand for ever; 45 just as you furnace." 7 Therefore, as soon as all the 
saw that a stone was cut from a moun- peoples heard the sound of the horn. 
rain by no human hand, and that it pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the every kind of music, all the peoples. 
clay, the silver, and the gold. A great nations, and languages fell down and 
ti Aram by 1h~· seed of me11 
2.44: Rev 11.15. 3.5-6: Rev ll.15. 
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worshiped the golden image which King certain mighty men of his army to bind 
Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego, 

8 Therefore at that time certain and to cast them into the burning fiery 
Chalde'ans came forward and mali- furnace. 21 Then these men were bound 
ciouslv accused the Jews. 9 They said in their mantles," their tunics," their 
ro King Nebuchadnez'zar, "O king, hats, and their other garments, and they 
live for ever! 10 You, 0 king, have made were cast into the burning fiery furnace. 
a decree, that every man who hears the 22 Because the king's order was strict 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, and the furnace very hot, the flame of 
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, the fire slew those men who took up 
shall fall down and worship the golden Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego. 
image; 11 and whoever does not fall 23And these three men, Shadrach, Me
down and worship shall be cast into a shach, and Abed'nego, fell bound into 
burning fiery furnace. 12 There are cer- the burning fiery furnace. 
rain Jews whom you have appointed 24 Then King Nebuchadnez'zar was 
over the affair' of the province of Baby- astonished and rose up in haste. He 
Ion: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed' - said to his counselors, "Did we not cast 
nego. These men, 0 king, pay no heed three men bound into the fire?" They 
to you; they do not serve your gods or answered the king, "True, 0 king." 
worship the golden image which you 2) He answered, "But I see four men 
have set up." loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 

11 Then Nebuchadnez'zar in furious and they are not hurt; and the appear
rage commanded that Shadrach, Me- ance of the fourth is like a son of the 
shach, and Abed 'nego be brought. gods." 
Then they brought these men before 26 Then Nebuchadnez'zar came 
the king. I~ Nebuchadnez'zar said to near to the door of the burning fiery 
them, "Is it true, 0 Shadrach, Me- furnace and said, "Shadrach, Meshach, 
shach, and Abed'nego, that you do not and Abed'nego, servants of the Most 
serve my god' or worship the golden High God, come forth, and come here!" 
image which I have set up? I) Now if Then Shadrach, Mcshach, and Abed'
you are ready when you hear the sound nego came out from the fire. 27And the 
of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, satraps, the prefects, the governors, and 
bagpipe, and every kind of music, to the king's counselors gathered together 
fall down and worship the image which and saw that the fire had not had any 
I have made, well and good; but if you power over the bodies of those men; the 
do not worship, you shall immediately hair of their heads was not singed, their 
be cast into a burning fiery furnace; and mantles'' were not harmed, and no smell 
who is the god that will deliver you out of fire had come upon them. 28 Nebu
of my hands?" chadnez'zar said, "Blessed be the God 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'- of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego, 
nego answered the king, "O Nebuchad- who has sent his angel and delivered his 
nez'zar, we have no need to answer you servants, who trusted in him, and set at 
in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God nought the king's command, and 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from yielded up their bodies rather than serve 
the burning fiery furnace; and he will and worship any god except their own 
deliver us out of your hand, 0 king.,. God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any 
I~ Hut if not, he it known to you, 0 people, nation, or language that speaks 
king, that we will not serve your gods or anything against the God of Shadrach, 
worship the golden image which you Meshach, and Ahed'nego shall he torn 
have set up." limb from limb, and their houses laid in 

19 Then Nebuchadnez'zar was full of ruins; for there is no other god who is 
fury, and the expression of his face was able to deliver in this way." .10 Then the 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
and Abed'nego. He ordered the furnace Abed'nego in the province of Babylon. 
heated seven times more than it was 4' King Nebuchadnez'zar to all 
wont to be heated. 20And he ordered peoples, nations, and languages, 

("Or B~hold, ow· God ... ki,,g. Or If m1r God u uble 10 deliver u.~, he will deliver us fr-om the burning fiery furnace 
•Hui out of vmir ha11d, 0 king '' The meaning of the Aramaic word is unccnain 
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that dwell in all the earth: Peace be wet with the dew of heaven; let his lot 
multiplied to you! 2 It has seemed good be with the beasts in the grass of the 
to me to show the signs and wonders earth; 16 let his mind be changed from 
that the Most High God has wrought a man's, and let a beast's mind be given 
toward me. to him; and let seven times pass over 
3 How great are his signs, him. 17 The sentence is by the decree of 

how mighty his wonders! the watchers, the decision by the word 
His kingdom is an everlasting king- of the holy ones, to the end that the liv-

dom, ing may know that the Most High rules 
and his dominion is from genera- the kingdom of men, and gives it to 

tion to generation. whom he will, and sets over it the low-
41 I, Nebuchadnez'zar, was at ease liest of men.' 18 This dream I, King 

in my house and prospering in my Nebuchadnez'zar, saw. And you, 0 
palace. 5 I had a dream which made me Belteshaz'zar, declare the interpreta
afraid; as I lay in bed the fancies and the tion, because all the wise men of my 
visions of my head alarmed me. kingdom are not able to make known to 
6 Therefore I made a decree that all the me the interpretation, but you are able, 
wise men of Babylon should be brought for the spirit of the holy gods' is in you." 
before me, that they might make known 19 Then Daniel, whose name wa' 
to me the interpretation of the dream. Belteshaz'zar, was dismayed for a mo-
7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, ment, and his thoughts alarmed him. 
the Chalde'ans, and the astrologers The king said, "Belteshaz'zar, let not 
came in; and I told them the dream, but the dream or the interpretation alarm 
they could not make known to me its you." Belteshaz'zar answered, "My 
interpretation. HAt last Daniel came in lord, may the dream be for those who 
before me---he who was named Belte- hate you and its interpretation for your 
shaz'zar after the name of my god, and enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which 
in whom is the spirit of the holy gods•- grew and became strong, so that its top 
and I told him the dream, saying, 9 "O reached to heaven, and it was visible to 
Belteshaz'zar, chief of the magicians, the end of the whole earth; 21 who'e 
because I know that the spirit of the leaves were fair and its fruit abundant, 
holy gods'' is in you and that no mystery and in which was food for all; under 
is difficult for you, here is" the dream which beasts of the field found shade, 
which I saw; tell me its interpretation. and in whose branches the birds of the 
10 The visions of my head as I lay in bed air dwelt--22 it is you, 0 king, who ha,·c 
were these: I saw, and behold, a tree in grown and become strong. Your great
the midst of the earth; and its height ness has grown and reaches to heaven, 
was great. 11 The tree grew and became and your dominion to the ends of the 
strong, and its top reached to heaven, earth. 23And whereas the king saw a 
and it was visible to the end of the whole watcher, a holy one, coming down from 
earth. 12 Its leaves were fair and its heaven and saying, 'Hew down the tree 
fruit abundant, and in it was food for and destroy it, but leave the stump ot 
all. The beasts of the field found shade its roots in the earth, bound with a 
under it, and the birds of the air dwelt band of iron and bronze, in the tender 
in its branches, and all flesh was fed grass of the field; and let him be wet 
from it. with the dew of heaven; and let his 101 

13 "I saw in the visions of my head be with the beasts of the field, till seven 
as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, times pass over him'; 24 this is the in
a holy one, came down from heaven. terpretation, 0 king: It is a decree of th<' 
14 He cried aloud and said thus, 'Hew Most High, which has come upon my 
down the tree and cut off its branches, lord the king, 25 that you shall be driven 
strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit; from among men, and your dwelling 
let the beasts flee from under it and the shall be with the beasts of the field; you 
birds from its branches. IS But leave the shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
stump of its roots in the earth, bound you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, 
with a band of iron and bronze, amid and seven times shall pass over you, till 
the tender grass of the field. Let him be you know that the Most High rules th<' 
f Ch 4.1 in Aram Y Or Spirir of the holy God 1• Cn: Aram visions of ' Or Spirit of the holy God 
4.12, 21: Ezck 17.23; 31.6; Mt 13.32; Mk 4.32; Lk 13.19. 



Fulfilment of the dream 783 DANIEL 5 
kingdom of men, and gives it to whom me. My counselors and my lords sought 
he will. 26And as it was commanded to me, and I was established in my king
leave the stump of the roots of the tree, dom, and still more greatness was added 
your kingdom shall be sµre for you from to me. ·17 Now I, Nebuchadnez'zar, 
the time that you know that Heaven praise and extol and honor the King of 
rules. 27 Therefore, 0 king, let my heaven; for all his works are right and 
counsel be acceptable to you; break off his ways are just; and those who walk in 
your sins by practicing righteousness, pride he is able to abase. 
and your iniquities by showing mercy 5 King Bclshaz'zar made a great 
to the oppressed, that there may per- feast for a thousand of his lords, and 
liaps be a lengthening of your tran- drank wine in front of the thousand. 
quillity." 2 Belshaz"zar, when he tasted the 

28 All this came upon King Nebu- wine, commanded that the vessels of 
chadncz'zar. 2'lAt the end of twelve gold and of silver which Nebuchadnez' 
months he was walking on the roof of zar his father had taken out of the tem
the royal palace of Babylon, JO and the pie in Jerusalem be brought, that the 
king said, "Is not this great Babylon, king and his lords, his wives, and his 
which I have built by my mighty power concubines might drink from them. 
as a royal residence and for the glory of .l Then they brought in the golden and 
my majesty?" 31 While the words were silver vessels.I which had been taken out 
still in the king's mouth, there fell a of the temple, the house of God in 
voice from heaven, "OKing Nebuchad- Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, 
nez'zar, to you it is spoken: The king- his wives, and his concubines drank 
dom has departed from you, .12 and you from them. ~ They drank wine, and 
shall be driven from among men, and praised the gods of gold and silver, 
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 
the field; and you shall be made to eat 5 Immediately the fingers of a man's 
grass like an ox; and seven times shall hand appeared and wrote on the plaster 
pass over you, until you have learned of the wall of the king's palace, opposite 
that the Most High rules the kingdom the lampstand; and the king saw the 
of men and gives it to whom he will." hand as it wrote. 0 Then the king's color 
11 Immediately the word was fulfilled changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; 
upon Nebuchadnez'zar. He was driven his limbs gave way, and his knees 
from among men, and ate grass like an knocked together. 7 The king cried 
ox, and his body was wet with the dew aloud to bring in the enchanters, the 
of heaven till his hair grew as long as Chalde'ans, and the astrologers. The 
eagles' feathers, and his nails were like king said to the wise men of Babylon, 
birds' claws. "Whoever reads this writing, and shows 

34 At the end of the days I, Neb- me its interpretation, shall be clothed 
uchadncz'zar, lifted my eyes to heaven, with purple, and have a chain of gold 
and my reason returned to me, and I about his neck, and shall be the third 
blessed the Most High, and praised and ruler in the kingdom." 8 Then all the 
honored him who lives for ever; king's wise men came in, but they could 

for his dominion is an everlasting not read the writing or make known to 
dominion, the king the interpretation. '' Then 

and his kingdom endures from King Belshaz'zar was greatly alarmed, 
generation to generation; and his color changed; and his lords 

.l5 all the inhabitants of the earth are were perplexeu. 
accounted as nothing; 10 The queen, because of the words 

and he docs according to his will in of the king and his lords, came into the 
the host of heaven banqueting hall; and the queen said, 

and among the inhabitants of the "O king, live for ever! Let not your 
earth; thoughts alarm you or your color 

and none can stay his hand change. 11 There Is in your kingdom a 
or say to him, "What doest thou?" man in whom is the spirit of the holy 

·"'At the same time my reason returned gods.k In the days of your father light 
to me; and for the glory of my kingdom, and understanding and wisdom, like the 
my majesty and splendor returned to wisdom of the gods, were found in him, 
1 ThcoJotaon Vg: Aram go/de11 vem:IJ Ir Or Spiru of 1he holy <loJ 



DANIEL 5 784 Handwriting on the wall 
and King Nebuchadnez'zar, your fa- have nor hwnbled your heart, though 
ther, made him chief or the magicians, you knew all this, 2.1 but you have lifted 
enchanters, Chalde'ans, and astrolo- up yourself against the Lord of heaven; 
ger,, 1 12 because an excellent spirit, and the vessels of his house have been 
knowledge, and understanding to in- brought in before you, and you and your 
terpret dream,, explain riddles, and lords, your wives, and your concubine' 
'olve problems were found in this have drunk wine from them; and yo11 
Daniel, whom the king named Belte- have praised the gods of silver and golJ, 
shaz'zar. Now let Daniel be called, and of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which 
he will show the interpretation." do not see or hear or know, but the 

1 3 Then Daniel was brought in be- God in whose hand is your breath, and 
fore the king, The king said to Daniel, whose are all your ways, you have nor 
"You are that Daniel, one of the exiles honored, 
of Judah, whom the king my father 24 "Then from his presence the hanJ 
brought from Judah. I• I have heard was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 
of you that the spirit of the holy gods'· 25And this is the writing that was in
is in you, and that light and under- scribed: MENE, ME1'E, TEKEL, and 
standing and excellent wisdom are PARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation ot 
found in vou. I' Now the wise men, the the matter: MENE, God has numbered 
enchanters, have been brought in before the days of your kingdom and brought 
me to read this writing and make known it to an end; 27 TEKEL, you have been 
to me its interpretation; but they could weighed in the balances and found 
not show the interpreration of the wanting; 28 PERES, your kingdom is 
matter. lh But I have heard that you can divided and given to the Medes and 
give interpretations and solve problems. Persians." 
Now if you can read the writinil: and 29 Then Belshaz'zar commarnkd. 
make known to me its interpretation, and Daniel was clorhed with purple, a 
you shall be clothed with purple, and chain of gold was put about his neck. 
have a chain of gold about your neck, and proclamation was made concerning 
and s,~all be the third ruler in the king- him, that he should be the third ruler 111 
dom. the kingdom. 

17 Then Daniel answered before the 30 That very night Belshaz zar thl' 
king, "Let your gifts be for yourself, Chalde'an king was slain. -11And Darim 
and give your rewards to another; the Mede received the kingdom. bein~ 
nevertheless I will read the writing to about sixty-two years old, 
the king and make known to him the 6 It pleased Darius to set m·er tlw 
interpretation. 18 0 king, the Most High kingdom a hundred and twent\' 
God gave Nebuchadnez'zar your father satraps, to be throughout the l\'holl' 
kingship and greatness and glory and kingdom; 2 and over them three prcsi 
majesty; 14 and because of the greatness dents, of whom Daniel was one. tll 
that he gave him, all peoples, nations, whom these satraps should give a.:
and languages trembled and feared be- count, so that the king might suffer nil 
fore him; whom he would he slew, and loss. -1 Then this Daniel became Lh'
whom he would he kept alive; whom he tinguished above all the other pres1-
would he raised up, and whom he would dents and satraps, because an excelkn1 
he put down. 20 But when his heart was spirit was in him; and the king planncJ 
lifted up and his spirit was hardened so to set him over the whole kingJ,,111. 
that he dealt proudly, he. was deposed • Then the presidents and the satrap' 
from his kingly throne, and his glory sought to find a ground for complai111 
was taken from him; 21 he was driven against Daniel with regard to the king
from among men, and his mind was Jorn; but they could find no ground f,1r 
made like that of a beast, and his dwell- complaint or any fault, because he wa' 
ing was with the wild asses; he was fed faithful, and no error or fault was found 
grass like an ox, and his body was wet in him. >Then these men said, "\'\'c 
with the dew of heaven, until he knew shall not find any ground for complaint 
that the Most High God rules the against this Daniel Wlless we find 1t 
kingdom of men, and sets over it whom in connection with the law of h1s 
he will. 22And you his son, Belshaz'zar, God." 
1 Aram rr:pc:Hs th~· km>: _n111r f(lflh·r I. Or ,\'pirit tlf till' 11~1/_\· (;,,.J 



Daniel i11 the den of lions 785 DANIEL 6 
0 Then the~e presidents and satraps tinually, deliver you!" I 7And a stone 

came by agreement"' to the king and was brought and laid upon the mouth 
said to him, "O King Darius, live for of the den, and the king sealed it with 
ever! 1 All the presidents of the king- his own signet and with the signet of 
dom, the prefects and the satraps, the his lords, that nothing might be changed 
coumelors and the governors are agreed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king 
that the king should establish an ordi- went to his palace, and spent the night 
nance and enforce an interdict, that fasting; no diversions were brought to 
whoever makes petition to any god or him, and sleep fled from him. 
man for thirty days, except to you, 0 19 Then, at break of day, the king 
king, shall be cast into the den of lions. arose and went in haste to the den of 
x Now, O king, establish the interdict lions. 20 When he came near to the den 
and ,,ign the document, so that it cannot where Daniel was, he cried out in a 
be cha-nged, according to the law of the tone of anguish and said to Daniel, "O 
Medes and the Persians, which cannot Daniel, servant of the living God, has 
be revoked." 9 Therefore King Darius your God, whom you serve con
signed the document and interdict. tinually, been able to deliver you from 

10 When Daniel knew that the docu- the lions?" 21 Then Daniel said to the 
ment had been signed, he went to his king, "O king, live for ever! 22 My God 
house where he had windows in his sent his angel and shut the lions' 
upper chamber open toward Jerusalem; mouths, and they have not hurt me, 
and he got down upon his knees three because I was found blameless before 
times a day and prayed and gave thanks him; and also before you, 0 king, I have 
before his God, as he had done previ- done no wrong." 2-1 Then the king was 
uusly. 11 Then these men came by exceedingly glad, and commanded that 
agreement'" and found Daniel making Daniel be taken up out of the den. So 
petition and supplication before his Daniel was taken up out of the den, and 
God. 12 Then they came near and said no kind of hurt was found upon him, 
before the king, concerning the inter- because he had trusted in his God. 
diet, "O king! Did you not sign an 24And the king commanded, and those 
interdict, that any man who makes men who had accused Daniel were 
petition to any god or man within brought and cast into the den of lions
thirty days except to you, 0 king, shall they, their children, and their wives; 
be cast into the den of lions?" The king and before they reached the bottom of 
answered, "The thing stands fast, ac- the den the lions overpowered them and 
cording to the law of the Medes and broke all their bones in pieces. 
Persians, which cannot be revoked." 25 Then King Darius wrote to all 
11 Then they answered before the king, the peoples, nations, and languages that 
"That Daniel, who is one of the exiles dwell in all the earth: "Peace be 
from Judah, pays no heed to you, 0 multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, 
king, or the interdict you have signed, that in all my royal dominion men 
but makes his petition three times a tremble and fear before the God of 
day." Daniel, 

14 Then the king, when he heard for he is the living God, 
these words, was much distressed, and enduring for ever; 
set his mind to deliver Daniel; and he his kingdom shall never be de-
labored till the sun went down to stroyed, 
rescue him. " Then these men came by and his dominion shall be to the 
agreement"' to the king, and said to the end. 
king, "Know, 0 king, that it is a law of 27 He delivers and rescues, 
the Medcs and Persians that no inter- he works signs and wonders 
diet or ordinance which the king in heaven and on earth, 
establishes can be changed." he who has saved Daniel 

16 Then the king commanded, and from the power of the lions." 
Daniel was brought and cast into the 28 So this Daniel prospered during 
den of lions. The king said to Daniel, the reign of Darius and the reign of 
"May your God, whom you serve con- Cyrus the Persian. 
111 Or thronK'"K 
6.22: 2 Tim 1.17. 



DANIEL 7 786 Dream off our beasts 

7 In the firsr year of Belshaz'zar king the great words which the horn was 
of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and speaking. And as I looked, the beast 

visions of his head as he lay in his bed. was slain, and its body destroyed and 
Then he wrote down the dream, and given over to be burned with fire. 12As 
told the sum of the marrer. 2 Daniel for the rest of the beasts, their dominion 
said, "I saw in my vision by night, and was taken away, but their lives were 
behold, the four winds of heaven were prolonged for a season and a time. 13 I 
stirring up the great sea. 3And four saw in the night visions, 
great beasts came up out of the sea, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
different from one another. 4 The first there came one like a son of man, 
was like a lion and had eagles' wings. and he came to the Ancient of Days 
Then as I looked its wings were plucked and was presented before him. 
off, :md it was lifted up from the ground 14And to him was given dominion 
and made to stand upon two feet like a and glory and kingdom, 
man; and the mind of a man was given that all peoples, nations, and lan-
to it. 5And behold, another beast, a guages 
second one, like a bear. It was raised up should serve him; 
on one side; it had three ribs in its his dominion is an everlasting do-
mouth between its teeth; and it was minion, 
told, 'Arise, devour much flesh.' 6After which shall not pass away, 
this I looked, and lo, another, like a and his kingdom one 
leopard, with four wings of a bird on its that shall not be destroyed. 
back; and the beast had four heads; and 15 "As for me, Daniel, my spirit 
dominion was given to it. 7 After this I within me was anxious and the visions 
saw in the night visions, and behold, a of my head alarmed me. 16 I approached 
fourth beast, terrible and dreadful and one of those who stood there and asked 
exceedingly strong; and it had great him the truth concerning all this. So he 
iron teeth; it devoured and broke in told me, and made known to me rhc 
pieces, and stamped the residue with its interpretation of the things. 17 'These 
feet. It was different from all the beasts four great beasts are four kings who 
that were before it; and it had ten shall arise out of the earth. Is But the 
horns. s I considered the horns, and saints of the Most High shall receive the 
behold, there came up among them kingdom, and possess the kingdom for 
another horn, a little one, before which ever, for ever and ever.' 
three of the first horns were plucked up 19 "Then I desired to know the truth 
by the roots; and behold, in this horn concerning the fourth beast, which was 
were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a different from all the rest, exceedingly 
mouth speaking great things. 9As I terrible, with its teeth of iron and claws 
looked, of bronze; and which devoured and 

thrones were placed broke in pieces, and stamped the residue 
and one that was ancient of days with its feet; 20 and concerning the ten 

took his seat; horns that were on its head, and the 
his raiment was white as snow, other horn which came up and before 

and the hair of his head like pure which three of them fell, the horn which 
wool; had eyes and a mouth that spoke great 

his throne was fiery tlames, things, and which seemed greater than 
its wheels were burning fire. its fellows. 21As I looked, this horn 

10 A stream of fire issued made war with the saints, and prevailed 
and came forth from before him; over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days 

a thousand thousands served him, came, and judgment was given for the 
and ten thousand times ten thou- saints of the Most High, and the time 

sand stood before him; came when the saints received the 
the court sat in judgment, kingdom. 

and the books were opened. 23 "Thus he said: 'As for the fourlh 
11 I looked then because of the sound of beast, 

7.3: Rev 13.1. 7.3, 7, 21: Rev 11.7. 7.4-6: Rev 13.2. 7.7: Rev 12.3; 13.I; 17.3. 7.8, II: Rev 13.5. 
7.8: Rev 1.14; 20.4, II. 7.10: Rev 5.11; 20.12. 
7.13-14: Mt 24.10; 26.64; Mk IJ.26; 14.62; Lk 21.27; 22.69; Rev 1.7, 13; 14.14. 
7.14, 18, 22, 27: Rev 11.15. 7.20, 24: Rev 17.12. 7.21: Rev 13.7. 



Dream of a ram and he-goat 787 DANIEL 8 
there shall be a fourth kingdom on from his power; he did as he pleased 

earth, and magnified himself. 
which shall be different from all the 5 As I was considering, behold, a he-

kingdoms, goat came from the west across the face 
and it shall devour the whole earth, of the whole earth, without touching 

and trample it down, and break it the ground; and the goat had a con-
to pieces. spicuous horn between his eyes. 0 He 

24 As for the ten horns, came to the ram with the two horns, 
out of this kingdom which I had seen standing on the bank 

ten kings shall arise, of the river, and he ran at him in his 
and another shall arise after them; mighty wrath. 7 I saw him come close 

he shall be different from the former to the ram, and he was enraged against 
ones, him and struck the ram and broke his 

and shall put down three kings. two horns; and the ram had no power 
25 He shall speak words against the to stand before him, but he cast him 

Most High, down to the ground and trampled upon 
and shall wear out the saints of the him; and there was no one who could 

Most High, rescue the ram from his power. R Then 
and shall think to change the times the he-goat magnified himself exceed-

and the law; ingly; but when he was strong, the 
and they shall be given into his hand great horn was broken, and instead of it 

for a time, two times, and half a there came up four conspicuous horns 
time. toward the four winds of heaven. 

26 But the court shall sit in judgment, 9 Out of one of them came forth a 
and his dominion shall be taken little horn, which grew exceedingly 

away, great toward the south, toward the 
to be consumed and destroyed to east, and toward the glorious land. 10 It 

the end. grew great, even to the host of heaven; 
27 And the kingdom and the dominion and some nf the host of the stars it cast 

and the greatness of the kingdoms down to the ground, and trampled upon 
under the whole heaven them. 11 It magnified itself, even up to 

shall be given to the people of the the Prince uf the host; and the con-
saints of the Most High; tinual burnt offering was taken away 

their kingdom shall be an everlasting from him, and the place of his sanctuary 
kingdom, was overthrown. 12And the host was 

and all dominions shall serve given over to it together with the con-
and obey them.' tinual burnt offering through trans-

28 "Here is the end of the matter. As gression ;" and truth was cast down to 
for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly the ground, and the horn acted and 
alarmed me, and my color changed; but prospered. I.I Then I heard a holy one 
I kept the matter in my mind." speaking; and another holy one said to 

8 In the third year of the reign of the one that spoke, "For how long is the 
King Belshaz'zar a vision appeared vision concerning the continual burnt 

to me, Daniel, after that which appeared offering, the transgression that makes 
to me at the first. 2And I saw in the desolate, and the giving over of the 
vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa sanctuary and host to be trampled under 
the capital, which is in the province of foot?"" 14And he said to him,11 "For 
Elam; and I saw in the vision, and I was two thousand and three hundred 
at the river U'lai. 3 I raised my eyes and evenings and mornings; then the sanc
saw, and behold, a ram standing on the tuary shall be restored to its rightful 
bank of the river. It had two horns; and state." 
both horns were high, but one was 15 When I, Daniel, had seen the 
higher than the other, and the higher vision, I sought to understand it; and 
~me came up last. 4 I saw the ram charg- behold, there stood before me one 
mg westward and northward and south- having the appearance of a man. loAnd 
ward; no beast could stand before him, I heard a man's voice between the banks 
and there was no one who could rescue of the U'lai. and it called, "Gabriel, 
n Heb obscure 0 Heb obscure P Thcodotion Gk Syr Vg: Heb me 
7.2&: Rev 12.14. 8.10: Rev 12.4. 8.13: Lk 21.24. 



DANIEL 8 788 Daniel's prayer 
make chis man underscand che vision." God, seeking him by prayer and sup-
17 So he came near where I scood; and plicacions wich fas ring and sackcloch 
when he came, I was frighcened and fell and ashes. 4 I prayed co che LORD my 
upon my face. Bue he said co me, God and made confession, saying, "O 
"Understand, 0 son of man, char che Lord, che greac and cerrible God, who 
vision is for che rime of che end." keepesc covenant and sceadfasc love 

18 As he was speaking co me, I fell wich chose who love him and keep his 
inco a deep sleep wich my face co che commandments, s we have sinned and 
ground; bur he couched me and sec me done wrong and acced wickedly and 
on my feec. 19 He said, "Behold, I will rebelled, turning aside from thy com
make known co you what shall be ac mandments and ordinances; 6 we have 
the latcer end of the indignation; for ic not listened co chy servants the proph
pertains to che appointed time of the ets, who spoke in thy name to our king,, 
end. 20As for the ram which you saw our princes, and our fachers, and co all 
with the cwo horns, chese are the kings che people of che land. 7 To chee, O 
of Media and Persia. 2IAnd che he- Lord, belongs righteousness, but to u, 
goacq is che king of Greece; and che confusion of face, as ac chis day, to the 
great horn between his eyes is che firsc men of Judah, co che inhabitants or 
king. 22As for che horn char was broken, Jerusalem, and to all Israel, chose that 
in place of which four ochers arose, four are near and chose that are far away, in 
kingdoms shall arise from his' nation, all che lands co which thou hast driven 
bur nor wich his power. 23And at che chem, because of che creachery which 
Iatcer end of cheir rule, when che crans- chey have committed againsc thee. 
gressors have reached their full meas- 8 To us, 0 Lord, belongs confusion of 
ure, a king of bold countenance, one face, to our kings, co our princes, and 
who underscands riddles, shall arise. co our fachers, because we have sinned 
24 His power shall be greac,-' and he shall againsc chee. 9 To the Lord our God 
cause fearful descruction, and shall sue- belong mercy and forgiveness; becau'c 
ceed in whac he does, and destroy we have rebelled against him, 10 and 
mighcy men and che people of che have not obeyed the voice of che LoRn 
saints. 2S By his cunning he shall make our God by following his laws, which 
deceic prosper under his hand, and in he set before us by his servants the 
his own mind he shall magnify himself. prophecs. llAll Israel has cransgresscd 
Without warning he shall descroy chy law and curned aside, refusing r<> 
many; and he shall even rise up againsc obey thy voice. And che curse and oath 
the Prince of princes; bur, by no human which are written in che law of Mme' 
hand, he shall be broken. 26 The vision che servant of God have been poured 
of che evenings and the mornings which our upon us, because we have sinned 
has been cold is crue; but seal up che against him. 12 He has confirmed his 
vision, for it pertains co many days words, which he spoke againsc us and 
hence." againsc our rulers who ruled us, t>\· 

27 And I, Daniel, was overcome and bringing upon us a great calamicy; for 
lay sick for some days; then I rose and under che whole heaven chere has not 
went about che king's business; but I been done the like of whac has been done 
was appalled by the vision and did nor against Jerusalem. DAs ic is written 
underscand ic. in the law of Moses, all this calamity has 

9 In the first year of Darius the son come upon us, yet we have not enrreatt."d 
of Ahasu-e'rus, by birch a Mede, the favor of the LORD our God, curning 

who became king over the realm of che from our iniquicies and giving heed w 
Chalde'ans---2 in the fuse year of his chy cruch. 14 Therefore the LORD has 
reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books kept ready che calamity and has broughc 
che number of years which, according co ic upon us; for che LoRD our God is 
che word of che LORD co Jeremiah che righceous in all che works which he has 
prophec, muse pass before the end of che done, and we have nor obeyed his voin:. 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, sev- I)And now, 0 Lord our God, who diJ,1 
ency years. bring thy people our of che land Pl 

3 Then I turned my face co chc Lord Egypt wich a mighcy hand, and has1 
'I Or shaggy hi!-goat 1 Thcoc.Jotion Gk Vg; Heb tht· 
·' Thcodotion and Heany papyrus of Gk: Heb rcpcafs but IMt with hrs powc,·r from verse 22 



Gabriel brings an answer 789 DANIEL 10 
made thee a name, as at this day, we one shall be cut off, and shall have noth
have sinned, we have done wickedly. ing; and the people of the prince who is 
16 O Lord, according to all thy righteous to come shall destroy the city and the 
acts, let thy anger and thy wrath turn sanctuary. Its"' end shall come with a 
away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy flood, and to the end there shall be war; 
hill; because for our sins, and for the desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall 
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and make a strong covenant with many for 
thy people have become a byword one week; and for half of the week he 
among all who are round about us. shall cause sacrifice and offering to 
17 Now therefore, 0 our God, hearken cease; and upon the wing of abomina
to the prayer of thy servant and to his tions shall come one who makes deso
supplicarions, and for thy own sake, 0 late, until the decreed end is poured out 
Lord,' cause thy face to shine upon thy on the desolator." 
sanctuary, which is desolate. IH 0 my 10 In the third year of Cyrus king 
God, incline thy ear and hear; open thy of Persia a word was revealed to 
eves and behold our desolations, and the Daniel, who was named Belteshaz'zar. 
city which is called by thy name; for we And the word was true, and it was a 
do not present our supplications before great conflict. And he understood the 
rhee on the ground of our righteous- word and had understanding of the 
ness, but on the ground of thy great vision. 
mercy. I'> 0 LORD, hear; 0 LORD, for- 2 In those days I, Daniel, was 
give; 0 LORD, give heed and act; delay mourning for three weeks .. l I ate no 
not, for thy own sake, 0 my God, be- delicacies, no meat or wine entered my 
cause thy city and thy people are called mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, 
by thy name." for the full three weeks. 4 On the 

20 While I was speaking and praying, twenty-fourth day of the first month, as 
confessing my sin and the sin of my I was standing on the bank of the great 
people Israel, and presenting my sup- river, that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted up 
plication before the LORD my God for my eyes and looked, and behold, a man 
the holy hill of my God; 21 while I was clothed in linen, whose loins were 
speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, girded with gold of Uphaz. 6 His body 
whom I had seen in the vision ar the was like beryl, his face like the ap
first, came to me in swift flight at the pcarance of lightning, his eyes like 
time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He flaming torches, his arms and legs like 
came" and he said to me, "O Daniel, I the gleam of burnished bronze, and the 
have now come out to give you wisdom sound of his words like the noise of a 
and understanding. 23At the beginning multitude. 7And I, Daniel, alone saw 
of your supplications a word went forth, the vision, for the men who were with 
and I have come to tell it to you, for you me did not see the vision, but a great 
are greatly beloved; therefore consider trembling fell upon them, and they 
the word and understand the vision. fled to hide themselves. 8 So I was left 

24 "Seventy weeks of years are de- alone and saw this great vision, and no 
creed concerning your people and your strength was left in me; my radiant ap
holy city, to finish the transgression, to pearance was fearfully changed, and I 
put an end to sin, and to atone for in- retained no strength." Then I heard the 
iquity, to bring in everlasting righteous- sound of his words; and when I heard 
ness, to seal both vision and prophet, the sound of his words, I fell on my face 
and to anoint a most holy place. ,. in a deep sleep with my face to the 
"' Know therefore and understand that ground. 
from the going forth of the word to IO And behold, a hand touched me 
restore and build Jerusalem to the com- 1 and set me trembling on my hands and 
ing of an anointed one, a prince, there knees. llAnd he said to me, "O Daniel, 
shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two man greatly beloved, give heed to the 
weeks it shall be built again with squares words that I speak to you, and stand 
and moat, but in a troubled rime. 26And upright, for now I have been sent to 
afrer rhe sixty-two weeks, an anointed you." While he was speaking this word 

: 1;~c~~;;;i:l,~ ,~! c~~cfra~~·s Syr: Heb fnr the Lord'.( sake II Gk Syr: Heb made 10 understat1d 

9.27: Dan 11.31; 12.11; Mt 24.15; Mk 13.14. I0.5-8: Rev 1.13-14; 2.IB. 



DANIEL 10 790 Persia and Greece to fight 
to me, I stood up trembling. 12 Then he shall be broken and divided toward the 
said to me, "Fear not, Daniel, for from four winds of heaven, but not to his 
the first day that you set your mind to posterity, nor according to the dominion 
understand and humbled yourself be- with which he ruled; for his kingdom 
fore your God, your words have been shall be plucked up and go to others 
heard, and I have come because of your besides these. 
words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of 5 "Then the king of the south shall be 
Persia withstood me twenty-one days; strong, but one of his princes shall be 
but Michael, one of the chief princes, stronger than he and his dominion shall 
came to help me, so I left him there with be a great dominion. 6After some year' 
the prince of the kingdom of Persia'· they shali make an alliance, and the 
14 and came to make you understand daughter of the king of the south shall 
what is to befall your people in the come to the king of the north to make 
latter days. For the vision is for days yet peace; but she shall not retain the 
to come." strength of her arm, and he and his 

15 When he had spoken to me ac- offspring shall not endure; bur she shall 
cording to these words, I turned my face be given up, and her attendants, her 
toward the ground and was dumb. child, and he who got possession of• 
16And behold, one in the likeness of the her. 
sons of men touched my lips; then I 7 "In those times a branch' from 
opened my mouth and spoke. I said to her roots shall arise in his place; he 
him who stood before me, "O my lord, shall come against the army and enter 
by reason of the vision pains have come the fortress of the king of the north, and 
upon me, and I retain no strength. he shall deal with them and shall pre-
11 How can my lord's servant talk with vail. 8 He shall also carry off to Egypt 
my lord? For now no strength remains their gods with their molten images and 
in me, and no breath is left in me." with their precious vessels of silver and 

18 Again one having the appearance of gold; and for some years he shall 
of a man touched me and strengthened refrain from attacking the king of the 
me. IYAnd he said, "Oman greatly be- north. 9 Then the latter shall come into 
loved, fear not, peace be with you; be the reahn of the king of the south bu1 
strong and of good courage." And when shall return into his own land. 
he spoke to me, I was strengthened and 10 "His sons shall wage war and as
said, "Let my lord speak, for you have semble a multitude of great forces, 
strengthened me." 20 Then he said, "Do which shall come on and overflow a.nJ 
you know why I have come to you? But pass through, and again shall carry the 
now I will return to fight against the war as far as his fortress. 11 Then the 
prince of Persia; at.d when I am king of the south, moved with anger, 
through with him, lo, the prince of shall come out and fight with the kin!! 
Greece will come. 21 But I will tell yol! of the north; and he shall raise a great 
what is inscribed in the book of truth: multitude, but it shall be given into hts 
there is none who contends by my side hand. 12And when the multitude is 
against these except Michael, your taken, his heart shall be exalted, and he 

11 prince. 1And as for me, in the shall cast down tens of thousands, but 
first year of Darius the Mede, I he shall not prevail. U For the king ol 

stood up to confirm and strengthen him. the north shall again raise a multitude, 
2 "And now I will show you the greater than the former; and after some 

truth. Behold, three more kings shall years" he shall come on with a great 
arise in Persia; and a fourth shall be far army and abundant supplies. 
richer than all of them; and when he has 14 "In those times many shall rise 
become strong through his riches, he against the king of the south; and the 
shall stir up all against the kingdom of men of violence among your own people 
Greece. 3 Then a mighty king shall shall lift themselves up in order to fultil 
arise, who shall rule with great do- the vision; but they shall fail. IS Then 
minion and do according to his will. the king of the north shall come and 
4And when he has arisen, his kingdom throw up siegeworks, and take a wdl-

r Thcodocion Compare Gk: Heb I was /.:fr rherc with th,; ki11gs of Persia Y Or supponed 
:: Gk: Heb from a branch 11 Heb at Ihl· c11d of the times years 
10.13, 21: Rev 12.7. 



North and south at war 791 DANIEL 11 
fortified city. And the forces of the 
south shall not stand, or even his picked 
troops, for there shall be no strength to 
stand. lo But he who comes against him 
shall do according to his own will, and 
none shall stand before him ; and he 
shall stand in the glorious land, and all 
of it shall be in his power. 17 He shall 
set his face to come with the strength of 
his whole kingdom, and he shall bring 
terms of peace'' and perform them. He 
shall give him the daughter of women 
to destroy the kingdom;r but it shall not 
stand or be to his advantage. IBAfter
ward he shall turn his face to the coast
lands, and shall take many of them; but 
a commander shall put an end to his 
insolence; indeed'' he shall tum his 
insolence back upon him. I 9 Then he 
shall tum his face back toward the 
fortresses of his own land; but he shall 
stumble and fall, and shall not be found. 

20 "Then shall arise in his place one 
who shall send an exactor of tribute 
through the glory of the kingdom; but 
within a few days he shall be broken, 
neither in anger nor in battle. 21 In 
his place shall arise a contemptible 
person to whom royal majesty has not 
been given; he shall come in without 
warning and obtain the kingdom by 
flatteries. 22Armies shall be utterly 
swept away before him and broken, and 
the prince of the covenant also. 23And 
from the time that an alliance is made 
with him he shall act deceitfully; and 
he shall become strong with a small 
people. 24 Without warning he shall 
come into the richest parts' of the 
province; and he shall do what neither 
his fathers nor his fathers' fathers 
have done, scattering among them 
plunder, spoil, and goods. He shall 
devise plans against strongholds, but 
only for a time. 25And he shall stir up 
his power and his courage against the 
king of the south with a great army; 
and the king of the south shall wage war 
with an exceedingly great and mighty 
army; but he shall not stand, for plots 
shall be devised against him. 26 Even 
those who eat his rich food shall be his 
undoing; his army shall be swept away, 
and many shall fall down slain. 27And 
as for the two kings, their minds shall be 
bent on mischief; they shall speak lies at 
the same table, but to no avail; for the 

end is yet to be at the time appointed. 
28And he shall return to his land with 
great substance, but his heart shall be 
set against the holy covenant. And he 
shall work his will, and return to his 
own land. 

29 "At the time appointed he shall 
return and come into the south; but it 
shall not be this time as it was before. 
30 For ships of Kittim shall come against 
him, and he shall be afraid and with
draw, and shall turn back and be en
raged and take action against the holy 
covenant. He shall turn back and give 
heed to those who forsake the holy cove
nant. 31 Forces from him shall appear 
and profane the temple and fortress, and 
shall take away the continual burnt of
fering. And they shall set up the 
abomination that makes desolate. 32 He 
shall seduce with flattery those who 
violate the covenant; but the people 
who know their God shall stand firm 
and take action. 33And those among the 
people who are wise shall make many 
understand, though they shall fall by 
sword and flame, by captivity and 
plunder, for some days. 34 When they 
fall, they shall receive a little help. And 
many shall join themselves to them with 
flattery; 35 and some of those who are 
wise shall fall, to refine and to cleanse 
them.I" and to make them white, until 
the time of the end, for it is yet for the 
time appointed. 

36 "And the king shall do according 
to his will ; he shall exalt himself and 
magnify himself above every god, and 
shall speak astonishing things against 
the God of gods. He shall prosper till 
the indignation is accomplished; for 
what is determined shall be done. 37 He 
shall give no heed to the gods of his 
fathers, or to the one beloved by 
women; he shall not give heed to any 
other god, for he shall magnify himself 
above all. 38 He shall honor the god of 
fortresses instead of these; a god whom 
his fathers did not know he shall honor 
with gold and silver, with precious 
stones and costly gifts. 39 He shall deal 
with the strongest fortresses by the help 
of a foreign god; those who acknowl
edge him he shall magnify with honor. 
He shall make them rulers over many 
and shall divide the land for a price. 

40 "At the time of the end the king 
11 Gk: Heb upright ones r Heb her or it d Heb obscure "Or among che riches1 men I Gk: Heb among them 
11.31: Dllll 9.27; 12.11; Mt 24.15; Mk 13.14. 11.38: Ezck 28.2; 2 Thess 2.4; Rev 13.5. 



DANIEL 11 792 Michael's help in trouble 
of the south shall attack• him; but the ever and ever. 4 But you, Daniel, shut 
king of the north shall rush upon him up the words, and seal the book, until 
like a whirlwind, with chariots and the time of the end. Many shall run to 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he and fro, and knowledge shall increase." 
shall come into countries and shall over- 5 Then I Daniel looked, and beholJ, 
flow and pass through. 41 He shall come two others stood, one on this bank or 
into the glorious land. And tens of the stream and one on that bank of the 
thousands shall fall, but these shall be stream. 0And lh said to the man 
delivered out of his hand: Edom and clothed in linen, who was above the 
Moab and the main part of the Am- waters of the stream, "How long shall it 
monites. 42 He shall stretch out his hand be till the end of these wonders?" 7 The 
against the countries, and the land of man clothed in linen, who was above the 
Egypt shall not escape. 43 He shall be- waters of the stream, raised his righr 
come ruler of the treasures of gold and hand and his left hand toward heaven ; 
of silver, and all the precious things of and I heard him swear by him who live' 
Egypt; and the Libyans and the Ethio- for ever that it would be for a time, twn 
pians shall follow in his train. 44 But times, and half a time; and that whrn 
tidings from the east and the north shall the shattering of the power of the ho!, 
alarm him, and he shall go forth with people comes to an end all these thin~' 
great fury to exterminate and utterly would be accomplished. K I heard, but I 
destroy many. 45And he shall pitch his did not understand. Then I said, "O 
palatial tents between the sea and the my lord, what shall be the issue of the'c 
glorious holy mountain; yet he shall things?" 9 He said, "Go your way, 
come to his end, with none to help Daniel, for the word~ are shut up and 
him. sealed until the time of the end. to Mam 

12 "At that time shall arise Michael, shall purify themselves, and make them·
the great prince who has charge selves white, and be refined; but the 

of your people. And there shall be a wicked shall do wickedly; and none ol 
time of trouble, such as never has been the wicked shall understand; but tho>c 
since there was a nation till that time; who are wise shall understand. IIAnd 
but at that time your people shall be from the time that the continual burnt 
delivered, every one whose name shall offering is taken away, and the abomina
be found written in the book. 2And tion that makes desolate is set up, tht•rc 
many of those who sleep in the dust of shall be a thousand two hundred and 
the earth shall awake, some to cverlast- ninety days. 12 Blessed is he who wait' 
ing life, and some to shame and ever- and comes to the thousand three hun
lasting contempt. 3And those who are dred and thirty-five days. 13 But go ynttt 
wise shall shine like the brightness of way till the end; and you shall rest, and 
the firmament; and those who turn shall stand in your alloned place at the· 
many to righteousness, like the stars for end of the days." 

THE BOOK OF 

HOSEA 
1 The word of the LORD that came to 

Hose'a the son of Be-e'ri, in the 
days of Uzzi'ah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezeki'ah, kings of Judah, and in the 
days of Jerobo'am the son of Jo'ash, 
king of Israel. 

2 When the LORD first spoke through 
g Heb rhrust al 11 Gk Vg: Heb he 

Hose'a, the LoRD said to Hose'a, "Go, 
take to yourself a wife of harlotry and 
have children of harlotry, for the land 
commits great harlotry by forsaking the 
LORD," 3 So he went and took Gomer 
the daughter of Dibla'im, and she con
ceived and bore him a son. 

12.1: Mt 24.21; Mk 13.19; Rev 12.7; 16.18. 12.2: Mt 25.46. 12.3: Mt 13.B. 12.4: Rev 22.10. 
12.7: Rev 4.9; t0.5; t2.14. 12.11: Dan 9.27; 11.ll; Mt 24.15; Mk ll.t4. 



Birth of Jezreel 793 
4 And the LORD said to him, "Call 

his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, 
and I will punish the house of Jehu for 
chc blood of Jezreel, and I will put an 
end co the kingdom of the house of 
Israel. 5And on that day, I will break the 
bow of Israel in the valley of J ezreel." 

6 She conceived again and bore a 
daughter. And the LORD said to him, 
"Call her name Not pitied, for I will no 
more have pity on the house of Israel, 
to forgive them at all. i But I will have 
pity on the house of Judah, and I will 
deliver them by the LORD their God; I 
will not deliver them by bow, nor by 
sword, nor by war, nor by horses, nor 
by horsemen." 

8 When she had weaned Not pitied, 
she conceived and bore a son. 9And the 
LORD said, "Call his name Not my 
people, for you are not my people and I 
am not your God."" 

101' Yet the number of the people of 
Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, 
which can be neither measured nor 
numbered; and in the place where it was 
said to them, "You are not my people," 
it shall be said to them, "Sons of the 
living God." llAnd the people of Judah 
and the people of Israel shall be gath
ered together, and they shall appoint for 
themselves one head; and they shall go 
up from the land, for great shall be the 
day of J ezreel. 

2' Say to your brother,d "My 
people," and to your sister,' "She 

has obtained pity." 
2 "Plead with your mother, plead

for she is not my wife, 
and I am not her husband-

that she put away her harlotry from 
her face, 

and her adultery from between her 
breasts; 

·1 lest I strip her naked 
and make her as in the day she was 

born, 
and make her like a wilderness, 

and set her like a parched land, 
and slay her with thirst. 

4 Upon her children also I will have no 
pity, 

because they are children of har
lotry. 

5 For their mother has played the 
harlot; 

HOSEA 2 
she that conceived them has acted 

shamefully. 
For she said, 'I will go after my 

lovers, 
who give me my bread and my 

water, 
my wool and my flax, my oil and 

my drink.' 
6 Therefore I will hedge up herf way 

with thorns; 
and I will build a wall against her, 
so that she cannot find her paths. 

7 She shall pursue her lovers, 
but not overtake them; 

and she shall seek them, 
but shall not find them. 

Then she shall say, 'I will go 
and return to my first husband, 
for it was better with me then 

than now.' 
8 And she did not know 

that it was I who gave her 
the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

and who lavished upon her silver 
and gold which they used for Ba'al. 

9 Therefore I will take back 
my grain in its time, 
and my wine in its season; 

and I will take away my wool and my 
flax, 

which were to cover her nakedness. 
Io Now I will uncover her lewdness 

iu the sight of her lovers, 
and no one shall rescue her out of 

my hand. 
11 And I will put an end to all her mirth, 

her feasts, her new moons, her 
sabbaths, 

and all her appointed feasts. 
12 And I will lay waste her vines and her 

fig trees, 
of which she said, 

'These are my hire, 
which my lovers have given me.' 

I will make them a forest, 
and the beasts of the field shall 

devour them. 
13 And I will punish her for the feast 

days of the Ba'als 
when she burned incense to them 

and decked herself with her ring and 
jewelry, 

and went after her lovers, 
and forgot me, says the LORD. 

14 "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 
11 Gk: Heb I am 1101 vour( /J Ch 2.1 in Heb ('Ch 2.3 in Heb d Gk: Heb brothers e Gk Vg: Heb sisters 
f Gk Syr: Heb your · 
1.8, 9: Hos 2.23; I Pei 2. 10. 1.10: Rom 9.26. 2.1, 23: Rom 9.25; I Pet 2.10. 



HOSEA 2 794 God's love for his people 
and bring her into the wilderness, king; and they shall come in fear to the 
and speak tenderly to her. LORD and to his goodness in the latter 

15 And there I will give her her vine- days. 
yn~, 4 

and make the Valley of Achor a 
Hear the word of the LORD, 0 
people of Israel; 

door of hope. 
And there she shall answer as in the 

days of her youth, 
as at the time when she came out 

of the land of Egypt. 
16 "And in that day, says the LORD, you 
will call me, 'My husband,' and no 
longer will you call me, 'My Ba'al.' 
11 For I will remove the names of the 
Ba'als from her mouth, and they shall 
be mentioned by name no more. IHAnd 
I will make for you" a covenant on that 
day with the beasts of the field, the 
birds of the air, and the creeping things 
of the ground; and I will abolish" the 
bow, the sword, and war from the land; 
and I will make you lie down in safety. 
19 And I will betroth you to me for ever ; 
I will betroth you to me in righteous
ness and in justice, in steadfast love, and 
in mercy. 20 I will betroth you to me in 
faithfulness; and you shall know the 
LORD. 
21 "And in that day, says the LORD, 

I will answer the heavens 
and they shall answer the earth; 

22 :md the earth shall answer the grain, 
the wine, and the oil, 

and they shall answer Jezreel ;' 
23 and I will sow himi for myself in 

the land. 
And I will have pity on Not pitied, 

and I will say to Not my people, 
'You are my people'; 

and he shall say, 'Thou art my 
God.'" 

3 And the LORD said to me, "Go 
again, love a woman who is beloved 

of a paramour and is an adulteress; even 
as the LORD loves the people of Israel, 
though they turn to other gods and love 
cakes of raisins." 2 So I bought her for 
fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and 
a lethech of barley. ·'And I said to her, 
"You must dwell as mine for many 
days; you shall not play the harlot, or 
belong to another man; so will I also be 
to you." 4 For the children of Israel 
shall dwell many days without king or 
prince, without sacrifice or pillar, with-

for the LORD has a controvers \" 
with the inhabitants of the land. 

There is no faithfulness or kindnes>, 
and no knowledge of God in the 

land; 
2 there is swearing, lying, killing, 

stealing, and committing adul 
tery; 

they break all bounds and murder 
follows murder. 

·' Therefore the land mourns, 
and all who dwell in it languish. 

and also the beasts of the field, 
and the birds of the air; 
and even the fish of the sea are 

taken away. 

~ Yet let no one contend, 
and let none accuse, 
for with you is my contention, 

0 priest.' 
5 You shall stumble by day, 

the prophet also shall stumble with 
you by night; 

and I will destroy your mother. 
o My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge; 
because you ha\·e rejected knowl

edge, 
I reject you from being a priest 1,1 

me. 
And since you have forgotten the law 

of your God, 
I also will forget your children. 

7 The more they increased, 
the more they sinned against nw; 
I will change their glory ini • • 

shame. 
8 They feed on the sin of my peopk; 

they are greedy for their iniquit\. 
" And it shall be like people, like prie't; 

I will punish them for their wa\», 
and requite them for their deed,. 

10 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; 
they shall play the harlot, but not 

multiply; 
because they have forsaken the LORD 

to cherish harlotry. 

out ephod or teraphim. 5Afterward the 11 Wine and new wine 
children of Israel shall return and seek take away the understanding. 
the LORD their God, and David their 12 My people inquire of a thing of wood, 
!I Heb rJw,, 11 Heb break i That is God sow~· j Cn: Heb /ur k Cn: Heb uncert11in 



People's apostasy rebuked 795 HOSEA 5 
and their staff gives them oracles. 3 I know E'phrairn, 

For a spirit of harlotry has led them and Israel is not hid from me; 
astray, for now, 0 E'phraim, you have 

and they have left their God to play played the harlot, 
the harlot. Israel is defiled. 

13 They sacrifice on the tops of the 4 Their deeds do not permit them to 
mountains, return to their God. 

and make offerings upon the hills, For the spirit of harlotry is within 
under oak, poplar, and terebinth, them, 

because their shade is good. and they know not the LORD. 

Therefore your daughters play the 
harlot, 

and your brides commit adultery. 
14 I will not punish your daughters 

when they play the harlot, 
nor your brides when they commit 

adultery; 
for the men themselves go aside with 

harlots, 
and sacrifice with cult prostitutes, 

and a people without understanding 
shall come to ruin. 

I' Though you play the harlot, 0 Is
rael, 

let not Judah become guilty. 
Enter not into Gilgal, 

nor go up to Beth-a'ven, 
and swear not, "As the LORD 

lives." 
16 Like a stubborn heifer, 

Israel is stubborn; 
can the LORD now feed them 

like a lamb in a broad pasture? 

11 E'phraim is joined to idols, 
let him alone. 

IHA band' of drunkards, they give 
themselves to harlotry; 

they love shame more than their 
glory."' 

1'1 A win_d has wrapped them" in its 
wmgs, 

and they shall be ashamed because 
of their altars." 

5 Hear this, 0 priests! 
Give heed, 0 house of Israel! 

Hearken, 0 house of the king! 
For the judgment pertains to you; 

for you have been a snare at Mizpah, 
and a net spread upon Tabor. 

2 And they have made deep the pit of 
Shittirn · 11 

but I will ~hastise all of them. 

5 The pride of Israel testifies to his 
face; 

E'phrairn" shall stumble in his 
guilt; 

Judah also shall stumble with 
them. 

6 With their flocks and herds they shall 
go 

to seek the LORD, 
but they will not find him ; 

he has withdrawn from them. 
7 They have dealt faithlessly with the 

LORD; 
for they have borne alien children. 
Now the new moon shall devour 

them with their fields. 

B Blow the horn in Gib'e-ah, 
the trumpet in Ramah. 

Sound the alarm at Beth-a'ven; 
tremble,' 0 Benjamin! 

9 E'phrairn shall become a desolation 
in the day of punishment; 

among the tribes of Israel 
I declare what is sure. 

10 The princes of Judah have become 
like those who remove the land

mark; 
upon them I will pour out 

my wrath like water. 
11 E'phrairn is oppressed, crushed in 

judgment, 
because he was determined to go 

after vanity.·' 
12 Therefore I am like a moth to E'

phraim, 
and like dry rot to the house of 

Judah. 

13 When E'phrairn saw his sickness, 
and Judah his wound, 

then E'phrairn went to Assyria, 
and sent to the great king. ' 

But he is not able to cure you 
or heal your wound. 

1 Cn · Heb uncertain m Cn Compare Gk; Heb of [his line uncertain /1 Heb her 0 Gk Syr: Heb sacrifices 
11 Cn: Heb uncertain r1 Heb Israel and Hphraim ,. Cn Compare Gk: Heb after you 
·' Gk: Heb a comma"d 1 Cn: Heb a king that will contend 



HOSEA 5 796 Corruption of Ephraim 
E'phraim's harlotry is there, Israel 

is defiled. 
14 For I will be like a lion to E'phraim, 

and like a young lion to the house 
of Judah. 

I, even I, will rend and go away, 
I will carry off, and none shall 

rescue. 

15 I will return again to my place, 
until they acknowledge their guilt 

and seek my face, 
and in their distress they seek me, 

saying, 

6 "Come, let us return to the 
LORD; 

for he has torn, that he may heal 
us; 

he has stricken, and he will bind 
us up. 

2 After two days he will revive us; 
on rhe third day he will raise us up, 
char we may live before him . 

. 1 Let us know, let us press on to know 
the LORD; 

his going forth is sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us as the showers, 

as the spring rains that water the 
earth." 

4 What shall I do with you, 0 E'
phraim? 

What shall I do with you, 0 Judah? 
Your love is like a morning cloud, 

like the dew that goes early away. 
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the 

prophets, 
I have slain them by the words of 

my mouth, 
and my judgment goes forth as the 

light." 
6 For I desire steadfast love and not 

sacrifice, 
the knowledge of God, rather than 

burnt offerings. 

7 But at,. Adam they transgressed the 
covenant; 

there they dealt faithlessly with 
me. 

x Gilead is a city of evildoers, 
tracked with blood. 

9 As robbers lie in wait•' for a man, 
so the priests are banded together;·' 

they murder on the way to Shechem, 
yea, they commit villainy. 

to In the house of Israel I have seen a 
horrible thing; 

11 For you also, 0 Judah, a harvest is 
appointed. 

When I would restore the fortunes of 
my people, 

7 I when I would heal Israel, 
the corruption of E'phraim is re

vealed, 
and the wicked deeds of Samar'ia; 

for they deal falsely, 
the thief breaks in, 
and the bandits raid without. 

2 But they do not consider 
that I remember all their evil 

works. 
Now their deeds encompass them, 

they are before my face. 
-1 By their wickedness they make the 

king glad, 
and the princes by their treachery. 

4 They are all adulterer.;; 
they are like a heated oven, 

whose baker ceases ro stir the fire, 
from the kneading of the dough 

until ir is leavened. 
5 On the day of our king the princes 

became sick with the heat of wine; 
he stretched out his hand with 

mocker.;. 
6 For like an oven their hearts burn• 

with intrigue ; 
all night their anger smolders ; 
in the morning it blazes like a 

flaming fire. 
7 All of them are hot as an oven, 

and they devour their rulers. 
All their kings have fallen; 

and none of them calls upon me. 

x E'phraim mixes himself with the 
peoples; 

E'phraim is a cake not turned. 
9 Aliens devour his strength, 

and he knows it not ; 
gray hairs are sprinkled upon him, 

and he knows ir not. 
10 The pride of Israel witnesses against 

him; 
yet they do not return to the LORD 

their God, 
nor seek him, for all this. 

11 E'phraim is like a dove, 
11 Gk Syr: Heb 1hy judgmem goes for1h •· Cn: Heb like 11'Cn: Heb uncenain 1 Syr: Heb ii compilny 
.I/ Gk Syr : Heb browghl near 
8.8: Mi 9.13; 12.7. 



"Reap the whirlwind" 
silly and without sense, 
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calling to Egypt, going to Assyria. 
12 As they go, I will spread over them 

my net; 
I will bring them down like birds 

of the air; 
I will chastise them for their 

wicked deeds. z 
13 Woe to them, for they have strayed 

from me! 
Destruction to them, for they have 

rebelled against me! 
would redeem them, 
but they speak lies against me. 

14 They do not cry to me from the heart, 
but they wail upon their beds; 

for grain and wine they gash them
selves, 

they rebel against me. 
IS Although I trained and strengthened 

their arms, 
yet they devise evil against me. 

16 They turn to Ba'al;" 
they are like a treacherous bow, 

their princes shall fall by the sword 
because of the insolence of their 

tongue. 
This shall be their derision in the land 

of Egypt. 

8 Set the trumpet to your lips, 
for'' a vulture is over the house of 

the LORD, 
because they have broken my cove

nant, 
and transgressed my law. 

2 To me they cry, 
My God, we Israel know thee. 

3 Israel has spurned the good; 
the enemy shall pursue him. 

4 They made kings, but not through 
me. 

They set up princes, but without 
my knowledge. 

With their silver and gold they made 
idols 

for their own destruction. 
s I haver· spurned your calf, 0 Sa

mar'ia. 
My anger burns against them. 

How long will it be 
till they are pure 6 in Israel?" 

A workman made it; 

it is not God. 
The calf of Samar'ia 

shall be broken to pieces.,. 

7 For they sow the wind, 
and they shall reap the whirlwind. 

The standing grain has no heads, 
it shall yield no meal ; 

if it were to yield, 
aliens would devour it. 

8 Israel is swallowed up; 
already they are among the nations 
as a useless vessel. 

9 For they have gone up to Assyria, 
a wild ass wandering alone; 
E'phraim has hired lovers. 

10 Though they hire allies among the 
nations, 

I will soon gather them up. 
And they shall cease/ for a little while 

from anointing'' king and princes. 

11 Because E'phraim has multiplied 
al tars for sinning, 

the¥ have become to him altars for 
smnmg. 

12 Were I to write for him my laws by 
ten thousands, 

they would be regarded as a strange 
thing. 

13 They love sacrifice;" 
they sacrifice flesh and eat it; 
but the LORD has no delight m 

them. 
Now he will remember their iniquity, 

and punish their sins; 
they shall return to Egypt. 

14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker, 
and built palaces; 

and Judah ha~ multiplied fortified 
cities; 

but I will send a fire upon his cities, 
:md it shall devour his strongholds. 

9 Rejoice not, 0 Israel! 
Exult noti like the peoples; 

for you have played the harlot, for
saking your God. 

You have loved a harlot's hire 
upon all threshing floors. 

2 Threshing floor and winevat shall not 
feed them, 

and the new wine shall fail them. 
·1 They shall not remain in the land of 

the LORD; 
but E'phraim shall return to Egypt, 

,~ (~n: Heb according to the r;port to their congregatio,, " Cn: Heb uncercain 11 Cn: Heb as r Heb He has 
11 <!'k: H~b for fro"': lsr?el Or shall gu up_;,, jf1Jmes f Gk: Heb begi11 !I Gk: Heb burden 

Ln. Heb uncenam Gk: Heb to exultatw11 8.14: Amos 1.4, 7, 10, 12, 14; 2.2, 5. 
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and they shall eat unclean food in 11 E'phraim's glory shall fly away like a 

Assyria. bird-

4 They shall not pour libations of wine 
to the LORD; 

and they shall not please hi.Jn with 
their sacrifices. 

Their breadJ shall be like mourners' 
bread; 

all who eat of it shall be defiled; 
for their bread shall be for their 

hunger only; 
it shall not come to the house of the 

LORD. 

5 What will you do on the day of ap
pointed festival, 

and on the day of the feast of the 
LORD? 

6 For behold, they are going to As
syria;'· 

Egypt shall gather them, 
Memphis shall bury them. 

Nettles shall possess their precious 
things of silver ; 

thorns shall be in their tents. 

7 The days of punishment have come, 
the days of recompense have come; 
Israel shall know it. 

The prophet is a fool, 
the man of the spirit is mad, 

because of your great iniquity 
and great hatred. 

8 The prophet is the watchman of 
E'phrai.Jn, 

the people of my God, 
yet a fowler's snare is on all his ways, 

and hatred in the house of his 
God. 

9 They have deeply corrupted them
selves 

as in the days of Gib'e-ah: 
he will remember their iniquity, 

he will punish their sins. 

10 Like grapes in the wilderness, 
I found Israel. 

Like the first fruit on the fig tree, 
in its first season, 
I saw your fathers. 

But they came to Ba'al-pe'or, 
and consecrated themselves 

Ba'al,' 
and became detestable like 

thing they loved. 

to 

the 

no birth, no pregnancy, no con
ception! 

12 Even if they bring up children, 
I will bereave them till none is left. 

Woe to them 
when I depart from them! 

13 E'phrai.Jn's sons, as I have seen, are 
destined for a prey ; "' 

E'phrai.Jn must lead forth his sons 
to slaughter. 

14 Give them, 0 LORD-
what wilt thou give? 

Give them a miscarrying womb 
and dry breasts. 

15 Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; 
there I began to hate them. 

Because of the wickedness of their 
deeds 

I will drive them out of my house. 
I will love them no more ; 

all their princes are rebels. 

16 E'phrai.Jn is stricken, 
their root is dried up, 
they shall bear no fruit. 

Even though they bring forth, 
I will slay their beloved children. 

17 My God will cast them off, 
because they have not hearkened 

to him; 
they shall be wanderers among the 

nations. 

lo Israel is a luxuriant vine 
that yields its fruit. 

The more his fruit increased 
the more altars he built; 

as his country improved 
he improved his pillars. 

2 Their heart is false ; 
now they must bear their guilt. 

The LORD" will break down their 
altars, 

and destroy their pillars. 

J For now they will say: 
"We have no king, 

for we fear not the LORD, 
and a king, what could he do for 

us?" 
4 They utter mere words; 

with empty oaths they make 
covenants; 

J Cn: Heb to them .4: Cn: Heb from de$fr"UC1io11 1 Heb sham.· 111 Cn Compare Gk. Heb uncertain 
11 Heb he 
9.7: Lk 21.22. 
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you have eaten the fruit of lies. so judgment springs up like poison

ous weeds 
in the furrows of the field. 

' The inhabitants of Samar'ia tremble 
for the calf" of Bcth-a'ven. 

Its people shall mourn for it, 
and its idolatrous priests shall 

wail'' over it, 
over its glory which has departed 

from it. 
" Yea, the thing itself shall be carried 

to Assyria, 
as tribute to the great king.'' 

E'phraim shall be put to shame, 
and Israel shall be ashamed of his 

idol.' 

7 Samar'ia's king shall perish, 
like a chip on the face of the waters. 

8 The high places of Aven, the sin of 
Israel, 

shall be destroyed. 
Thorn and thistle shall grow up 

on their altars; 
and they shall say to the mountains, 

Cover us, 
and to the hills, Fall upon us. 

9 From the days of Gib'e-ah, you have 
sinned, 0 Israel; 

there they have continued. 
Shall not war overtake them in 

Gib'e-ah? 
Io I will come" against the wayward 

people to chastise them; 
and nations shall be gathered 

against them 
when they are chastised / for their 

double iniquity. 

11 E'phraim was a trained heifer 
that loved to thresh, 
and I spared her fair neck; 

hut I will put E'phraim to the yoke, 
Judah must plow, 
Jacob must harrow for himself. 

12 Sow for yourselves righteousness, 
reap the fruit" of steadfast love; 
break up your fallow ground, 

for it is the time to seek the LORD, 
that he may come and rain salva

tion upon you. 

1.1 You have plowed iniquity, 

Because you have trusted m your 
chariots'· 

and in the multitude of your 
warriors, 

14 therefore the tumult of war shall arise 
among your people, 

and all your fortresses shall be 
destroyed, 

as Shalman destroyed Beth-ar'bel 
on the day of battle; 

mothers were dashed in pieces 
with their children. 

15 Thus it shall be done to you, 0 
house of Israel,'" 

because of your great wickedness. 
In the storm' the king of Israel 

shall be utterly cut off. 

11 When Israel was a child, I loved 
him, 

and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2 The more }11 called them, 

the more they went from me; z 
they kept sacrificing to the Ba'als, 

and burning incense to idols. 

J Yet it was I who taught E'phraim to 
walk, 

I took them up in my" arms; 
but they did not know that I healed 

them. 
4 I led them with cords of compassion,'' 

with the bands of love, 
and I became to them as one 

who eases the yoke on their jaws, 
and I bent down to them and fed 

them. 

s They shall return to the land of 
Egypt, 

and Assyria shall be their king, 
because they have refused to return 

to me. 
6 The sword shall rage against their 

cities, 
consume the bars of their gates, 
and devour them in their for

tresses. r 
7 My people are beu on turning away 

from me;" 
so they are appointed to the yoke, 
and none shall remove it. 

you have reaped injustice, 8 How can I give you up, 0 E'phraim 1 

"~ik ~yr: lkb ~ulves ''.Cn: He~ au/1 'I Cn: Heb"' k111x 1111.Jt will umte11d r Cn: Heb cmmsel 
;i,(,~ <.omparc C.rk: He~"! my de.ure 1 Gk: Heb bound 11 Gk: Heb a.:cording w 1' Gk: Heb way 

Crk: Heh o. n_e1hel Cn: Heb daw11 .'I Gk: Heb zhey ~ Gk: Heb 1hem " Gk Syr Vg: Heb his 
u Heb man ' Cn: Heb coumds ff The meaning of the Hebrew is unccrta:.O 
10.8: l.k 21.lO; Rev 6.16. 10.12: 2 Cur 9.10. II.I: Mt 2.15. 
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How can I hand you over, 0 

Israel! 

Ephraim the oppressor 
h "So you, by the help of your God, 

return, 
How can I make you like Admah ! 

How can I treat you like Zeboi ' -
im' 

My heart recoils within me, 
my compassion grows warm and 

tender. 
''I will not execute my fierce anger, 

I will not again destroy E'phraim; 
for I am God and not man, 

the Holy One in your midst, 
and I will not come to destroy.,. 

Io They shall go after the LORD, 
he will roar like a lion; 

yea, he will roar, 
and his sons shall come trembling 

from the west; 
11 they shall come trembling like birds 

from Egypt, 
and like doves from the land of 

Assyria; 
and I will return them to their 

homes, says the LORD. 
121E'phraim has encompassed me with 

lies, 
and the house ()f Israel with de

ceit; 
but Judah is still known by• God, 

and is faithful to the Holy One. 

12 E'phraim herds the wind, 
and pursues the east wind all 
day long; 

they multiply falsehood and violence; 
they make a bargain with Assyria, 
and oil is carried to Egypt. 

2 The LORD has an indictment against 
Judah, 

and will punish Jacob according to 
his ways, 

and requite him according to his 
deeds. 

J In the womb he took his brother by 
the heel, 

and in his manhood he strove with 
God. 

4 He strove with the angel and pre
vailed, 

he wept and sought his favor. 
He met God at Bethel, 

and there God spoke with him"-
5 the LoRD the God of hosts, 

the LORD is his name: 

hold fast to love and justice, 
and wait continually for your 

God." 

7 A trader, in whose hands are false 
balances, 

he loves to oppress. 
x E'phraim has said, "Ah, but I am 

rich, 
I have gained wealth for myself"; 

but all his riches can never offset' 
the guilt he has incurred. 

9 I am the LORD your God 
from the land of Egypt; 
will again make you dwell in tent,, 
as in the days of the appointed 

feast. 

10 I spoke to the prophets; 
it was I who multiplied visions, 
and through the prophets ga\·c 

parables. 
11 If there is iniquity in Gilead 

they shall surely come to nought; 
if in Gilgal they sacrifice bulls, 

their altars also shall be like stone 
heaps 

on the furrows of the field. 
12 (Jacob fled to the land of Aram, 

there Israel did sen· ice for a 
wife, 

and for a wife he herded sheep.1 
1.1 By a prophet the LORD brought Is

rael up from Egypt, 
and by a prophet he was pre

served. 
I~ E'phraim has given bitter prornca

tion; 
so his LORD will leave his blood

guiit upon him, 
and will turn back upon him his 

reproaches. 

13 When E'phraim spoke, men 
trembled; 

he was exalted in Israel; 
but he incurred guilt through 

Ba'al and died. 
2 And now thev sin more and more, 

and make for themselves molten 
images, 

idols skilfullv made of their sil\"er, 
all of them the work of craftsmen. 

Sacrifice to these, they say . .1 

,, Cn: Heb imo the clly J Ch 12.1.in Heb Y Cn Compare Gk: Heb roams with 11 Gk Syr: Heb us 
' Cn Compare Gk: Heb obscure .I Gk: Heb to tht·se they say rnn·1j1as of 
12.8: Rev 3.17. 
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Men kiss calves! 
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0 Sheol, where'' is your destruc

tion? ·' Therefore they shall be like the 
morning mist 

or like the dew that goes early 
away, 

like the chaff that swirls from the 
threshing floor 

or like smoke from a window. 

4 I am the LORD your God 
from the land of Egypt; 

you know no God but me, 
and besides me there is no savior. 

' It was I who knew you in the wilder
ness, 

in the land of drought; 
<• but when they had fed• to the full, 

they were filled, and their heart 
was lifted up; 

therefore they forgot me. 
7 So I will be to them like a lion, 

like a leopard I will lurk beside the 
way. 

H I will fall upon them like a bear 
robbed of her cubs, 

I will tear open their breast, 
and there I will devour them like a 

lion, 
as a wild beast would rend them. 

9 I will destroy you, 0 Israel; 
who1 can help you? 

111 Where"' now is your king, to save 
you; 

where are all" your princes," to 
defend you P-

those of whom you said, 
"Give me a king and princes"? 

11 I have given you kings in my anger, 
and I have taken them away in my 

wrath. 

1~ The iniquity of E'phraim 1s bound 
up, 

his sin is kept in store. 
1.1 The pangs of childbirth come for 

him, 
but he is an unwise son; 

for now he does not present himself 
at the mouth of the womb. 

14 Shall I ransom them from the power 
of Sheol? 

Shall I redeem them from Death? 
0 Death, where'' are your plagues? 

Compassion is hid from my eyes. 

15 Though he may flourish as the reed 
plant,' 

the east wind, the wind of the 
LORD, shall come, 

rising from the wilderness; 
and his fountain shall dry up, 

his spring shall be parched; 
it shall strip his treasury 

of every precious thing. 
I6'Samar'ia shall bear her guilt, 

because she has rebelled against 
her God; 

they shall fall by the sword, 
their little ones shall be dashed in 

pieces, 
and their pregnant women ripped 

open. 

14 Return, 0 Israel, to the LORD 
your God, 

for you have stumbled because of 
your iniquity. 

2 Take with you words 
and return to the LORD; 

say to him, 
"Take away all iniquity; 

accept that which is good 
and we will render 
the fruit' of our lips. 

J Assyria shall not save us, 
we will not ride upon horses; 

and we will say no more, 'Our God,' 
to the work of our hands. 

In thee the orphan finds mercy." 

4 I will heal their faithlessness; 
I will love them freely, 
for my anger has turned from 

them. 
' I will be as the dew to Israel; 

he shall blossom as the lily, 
he shall strike root as the poplar;" 

6 his shoots shall spread out; 
his beauty shall be like the olive, 
and his fragrance like Lebanon. 

7 They shall return and dwell beneath 
my" shadow, 

they shall flourish as a garden; w 
they shall blossom as the vine, 

their fragrance shall be like the 
wine of Lebanon. 
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9 Whoever is wise, let him understand 

these things ; 
K O E'phraim, what have I to do with 

idols? 
It is I who answer and look after 

you.·' 
I am like an evergreen cypress, 

from me comes your 
fruit. 

whoever is discerning, let him 
know them; 

for the ways of the LORD are right, 
and the upright walk in them, 
but transgressors stumble in them. 

THE BOOK OF 

JOEL 
1 The word of the LORD that came to 

Jo'el, the son of Pethu'el: 

~ Hear this, you aged men, 
give ear, all inhabitants of the land! 

Has such a thing happened in your 
days, 

or in the days of your fathers? 
1 Tell your children of it, 

and let your children tell their 
children, 

and their children another genera
tion. 

4 What the cutting locust left, 
the swarming locust has eaten. 

What the swarming locust left, 
the hopping locust has eaten, 

and what the hopping locust left, 
the destroying locust has eaten 

5 A wake, you drunkards, and weep ; 
and wail, all you drinkers of wine. 

because of the sweet wine, 
for it is cut off from your mouth. 

6 For a nation has come up against my 
land, 

powerful and without number; 
its teeth are lions' teeth, 

and it has the fangs of a lioness. 
7 It has laid waste my vines, 

and splintered my fig trees; 
it has stripped off their bark and 

thrown it down; 
their branches arc made white. 

K Lament like a virgin girded with sack
cloth 

for the bridegroom of her youth. 
9 The cereal offering and the drink 

offering are cut off 
,. Heb /um 
14.9: Act~ 11.10 1.6: Rl'v Q.H. 

from the house of the LORD. 
The priests mourn, 

the ministers of the LORD. 
1 o The fields are laid waste, 

the ground mourns; 
because the grain is destroyed, 

the wine fails, 
the oil languishes. 

11 Be confounded, 0 tillers of the soil, 
wail, 0 vinedressers, 

for the wheat and the barley; 
because the harvest of the field has 

perished. 
12 The vine withers, 

the fig tree languishes. 
Pomegranate, palm, and apple, 

all the trees of the field are with
ered; 

and gladness fails 
from the sons of men. 

n Gird on sackcloth and lament, 0 
priests, 

wail, 0 ministers of the altar. 
Go in, pass the night in sackcloth, 

0 ministers of my God! 
Because cereal offering and drink 

offering 
are withheld from the house of 

your God. 

14 Sanctify a fast, 
call a solemn assembly. 

Gather the elders 
and all the inhabitants of the land 

to the house of the LORD your God ; 
and cry to the LORD. 

1 s Alas for the day! 
For the day of the LORD is near, 
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and as destruction from the Al

mighty it comes. 
16 Is not the food cut off 

before our eyes, 
joy and gladness 

from the house of our God? 

17 The seed shrivels under the clods,0 

the storehouses are desolate; 
the granaries are ruined 

because the grain has failed. 
18 How the beasts groan! 

The herds of cattle are perplexed 
because there is no pasture for them; 

even the flocks of sheep are dis
mayed. 

19 Unto thee, 0 LORD, I cry. 
For fire has devoured 

the pastures of the wilderness, 
and flame has burned 

all the trees of the field. 
20 Even the wild beasts cry to thee 

because the water brooks are dried 
up, 

and fire has devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness. 

2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
sound the alarm on my holy moun

tain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land 

tremble, 
for the day of the LORD is coming, 

it is near, 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness there is spread upon 

the mountains 
a great and powerful people; 

their like has never been from of 
old, 

nor will be again after them 
through the years of all genera

tions. 

.l Fire devours before them, 
and behind them a flame burns. 

The land is like the garden of Eden 
before them, 

but after them a desolate wilder
ness, 

and nothing escapes them. 

4 Their appearance is like the appear
ance of horses, 

and like war horses they run. 
a Heb uncertain b Gk Syr Vg: Heb rake a pledge 
2.4-5: Rrv 9.7, 9. 2.10: Rev 9.2. 2.11: Rev 6.17. 

s As with the rumbling of chariots, 
they leap on the tops of the moun

tains, 
like the crackling of a flame of fire 

devouring the stubble, 
like a powerful army 

drawn up for battle. 
6 Before them peoples are in anguish, 

all faces grow pale. 
7 Like warriors they charge, 

like soldiers they scale the wall. 
They march each on his way, 

they do not swerveh from their 
paths. 

H They do not jostle one another, 
each marches in his path; 

they burst through the weapons 
and are not halted. 

9 They leap upon the city, 
they run upon the walls; 

they climb up into the houses, 
they enter through the windows 

like a thief. 

10 The earth quakes before them, 
the heavens tremble. 

The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shin

ing. 
11 The LORD utters his voice 

before his army, 
for his host is exceedingly great; 

he that executes his word is power
ful. 

For the day of the LORD is great and 
very terrible; 

who can endure it? 

12 "Yet even now," says the LORD,1 
"return to me with all your hear!, / 

with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 

Ll and rend your hearts and not your 
garments." 

Return to the LORD, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding m 
steadfast love, 

and repents of evil. 
14 Who knows whether he will not turn 

and repent, 
and leave a blessing behind him, 

a cereal offering and a drink offering 
for the LORD, your God? 

IS Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
sanctify a fast; 
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the early and the latter rain, as 

before. 
call a solemn assembly; 

16 gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation ; 

assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 

even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her chamber. 

17 Between the vestibule and the altar 
let the priests, the ministers of the 

LORD, weep 
and say, "Spare thy people, 0 LoRD, 

and make not thy heritage a re
proach, 

a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the 

peoples, 
'Where is their God?' " 

18 Then the LORD became jealous for 
his land, 

- and had piry on his people. 
19 The LoRD answered and said to his 

people, 
"Behold, I am sending to you 

grain, wine, and oil, 
and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 
a reproach among the nations. 

20 "I will remove the northerner far 
from you, 

and drive him into a parched and 
desolate land, 

his front into the eas rem sea, 
and his rear into the western sea; 

the stench and foul smell of him will 
rise, 

for he has done great things. 

21 "Fear not, 0 land; 
be glad and rejoice, 
for the LORD has done great things ! 

22 Fear not, you beasts of the field, 
for the pastures of the wilderness 

are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 

the fig tree and vine give their full 
yield. 

23 "Be glad, 0 sons of Zion, 
and rejoice in the LORD, your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your 
vindication, 

he has poured down for you 
abundant rain, 

"Ch 3.1 in Heb d Ch 4.1 in Heb 

24 "The threshing floors shall be full of 
grain, 

the vars shall overflow with wine 
and oil. 

25 I will res tore to you the years 
which the swarming locust has 

eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the 

cutter, 
my great army, which I sent among 

you. 

26 "You shall eat in plenty and be satis
fied, 

and praise the name of the LORD 
your God, 

who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be 

put to shame. 
27 You shall know that I am in the midst 

of Israel, 
and that I, the LORD, am your God 

and there is none else. 
And my people shall never again be 

put to shame. 

2H<·"And it shall come to pass after\\"ard. 
that I will pour out my spirit on all 

flesh· 
your son~ and your daughters shall 

prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, 
and. your young men shall see 

v1s10ns. 
2<J Even upon the mcnser\"ants and 

maidservants 
in those days, I \\"ill pour out my 

spirit. 

30 "And I will give portents in the 
heavens and on the earth, blood and 
fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun 
shall be turned to darkness, and the 
moon to blood, before the great and 
terrible dav of the LORD comes. ·;'And 
it shall come to pass that all who call 
upon the name of the LORD shall be de
livered; for in Mount Zion and in Jeru
salem there shall be those who escape, 
as the LORD has said, and among the 
survivors shall be those whom the LoRn 
calls. 

3 ""For behold, in those days and at 
that time, when I restore the for-

2..28-32: Acts 2.17-21. 2.31: Rev 6.12. 2.32: Rom I0.13. 
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tunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will 
gather all the nations and bring them 
down to the valley of Jehosh'aphat, and 
I will enter into judgment with them 
there, on account of my people and my 
heritage Israel, because they have 
scattered them among the nations, and 
have divided up my land, _l and have 
cast lots for my people, and have given 
a boy for a harlot, and have sold a girl 
for wine, and have drunk it. 

4 "What are you to me, 0 Tyre and 
Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? 
Arc you paying me back for something? 
If you are paying me back, I will requite 
your deed upon your own head swiftly 
and speedily_ 'For you have taken my 
silver and my gold, and have carried my 
rich treasures into your temples.•' 6 You 
have sold the people of Judah and Jeru
salem to the Greeks, removing them far 
from their own border. 7 But now I will 
stir them up from the place to which 

for the harvest is ripe. 
Go in, tread, 

for the wine press is full. 
The vats overflow, 

for their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, muftitudes, 
in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the LORD is near 
in the valley of decision. 

" The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shin-

ing. 

16 And the LORD roars from Zion, 
and utters his voice from J eru

salem, 
and the heavens and the earth 

shake. 
But the LORD is a refuge to his people, 

a stronghold to the people of 
Israel. 

you have sold them, and I will requite 17 "So 
your deed upon your own head. 8 I will 

you shall know that I am the 
LORD your God, 

sell your sons and your daughters into 
the hand of the sons of Judah, and they 
will sell them to the Sabe'ans, to a na
tion far off; for the LORD has spoken." 

'! Proclaim this among the nations : 
Prepare war, 

stir up the mighty men. 
Let all the men of war draw near, 

let them come up. 
"' Heat your plowshares into swords, 

and your pruning hooks into 
spears; 

let the weak say, "I am a warrior." 

1' Hasten and come, 
all you nations round about, 
gather yourselves there. 

Bring down thy warriors, 0 LORD. 
1 ~ Let the nations bestir themselves, 

and come up to the valley of 
J chosh · aphat; 

for there I will sit to judge 
all the nations round about. 

'-' Put in the sickle, 

who dwell in Zion, my holy moun
tain. 

And Jerusalem shall be holy 
and strangers shall never again 

pass through it. 

IH "And in that day 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 

and the hills shall flow with milk, 
and all the stream beds of Judah shall 

flow with water; 
and a fountain 5hall come forth from 

the house of the L<lRD 
and water the valley of Shittim. 

19 "Egypt shall become a desolation 
and Edom a desolate wilderness, 

for the violence done to the people of 
Judah, 

because they have shed innocent 
blood in their land. 

20 But Judah shall be inhabited for ever, 
and Jerusalem to all generations. 

21 I will avenge their blood, and I will 
not clear the guilty,'' 

for the LORD dwells in Zion." 

' Or p11/u1 <'' /1 Gk Syr: Heb I will Jwld 11111vcl'"1 rhl'tr blood which I havl' 1101 held i11noam 
:1.4:8: h 110 Ezck 2h.I. 28.19; Amos 19-10; Zech 9.3-4; Ezck 28.20-26; Zech 9.2; ls 14.29-31; )er 47: 

l~tck 25.l'l-17; Amo~ 1.6-8; Zcph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 3.IO: b 2-<1; Mic 4.3. 
J.13: Mk 4.29; Rev l<l.15, 18-19. 3.16: Amos 1.2. 3.18: Ezek 47.1-12; Amos 9.13; Zech 14.8; Rev 22.1 



THE BOOK OF 

AMOS 

1 The words of Amos, who was 
among the shepherds of Teko'a, 

which he saw concerning Israel in the 
days of Uzzi'ah king of Judah and in the 
days of Jerobo'am the son of Jo'ash, 
king of Israel, two years" before the 
earthquake. 2And he said: 

"The LORD roars from Zion, 
and utters his voice from Jeru

salem; 
the pastures of the shepherds mourn, 

and the top of Carmel withers." 

J Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of Da

mascus, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 

punishment; 1' 
because they have threshed Gilead 

with threshing sledges of iron. 
4 So I will send a fire upon the house of 

Haz'ael, 
and it shall devour the strong

holds of Ben-ha' dad. 
5 I will break the bar of Damascus, 

and cut off the inhabitants from the 
Valley of Aven,r 

and him that holds the scepter from 
Beth-eden; 

and the people of Syria shall go 
into exile to Kir," 

says the LORD. 

6 Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of Gaza, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 1' 

because they carried into exile a 
whole people 

to deliver them up to Edom. 
7 So I will send a fire upon the wall of 

Gaza, 
and it shall devour her strong

holds. 
H I will cut off the inhabitants from 

Ashdod, 

and him that holds the scepter 
from Ash 'kelon; 

will turn my hand against Ekron; 
and the remnant of the Philistines 

shall perish," 
says the Lord Goo. 

9 Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of Tyre, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; h 

because they delivered up a whole 
people to Edom, 

and did not remember the cove
nant of brotherhood. 

lo So I will send a fire upon the wall of 
Tyre, 

and it shall devour her strong
holds." 

11 Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of Edom, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment ; 1' 

because he pursued his brother with 
the sword, 

and cast off all pity, 
and his anger tore perpetually, 

and he kept his wrath" for ever. 
12 So I will send a fire upon Teman, 

and it shall devour the strong
holds of Bozrah." 

L1 Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of the 

Ammonites, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 

punishment; 1' 
because they have ripped up women 

with child in Gilead, 
that they might enlarge their border. 

14 So I will kindle a fire in the wall o~ 
Rabbah, 

and it shall devour her strong
holds, 

with shouting in the day of battle, 
11 Or duri11g two ye~rs 11 Heb ctluse ii to return r Or (J,1 11 Gk Syr Vg: Heb his u•rc.uh kept 
1.2: Joel 3.16. 1.3-5: Is 17.1-3; ]er 49.23-27; Zech 9.1. 
1.6-8: ls 14.29-31; Jer 47; Ezck 25.15-17; Joel 3.4-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 
1.9-10: ls 23; Ezek 26.1-28.19; Joel ).4-8; Zech 9.3·4. 
1.11-12: Is 34; bJ.1-6; ]er 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Obad; Mal 1.2-5. 
1.13-15: ]er 49.1-6; Ezek 21.28-32; 25.1-7; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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with a tempest in the day of the 

whirlwind; 
15 and their king shall go into exile, 

he and his princes together," 
says the LORD. 

2 Thus says the Lo RD: 
"For three transgressions of Moab, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 

punislunen t ; ' 
because he burned to lime 

the bones of the king of Edom. 
2 So I will send a fire upon Moab, 

and it shall devour the strong
holds of Ker'i-oth, 

and Moab shall die amid uproar, 
amid shouting and the sound of 

the trumpet; 
3 I will cut off the ruler from its midst, 

and will slay all its princes with 
him,'' 

says the LORD. 

4 Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of Judah, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punislunent ;•· 

because they have rejected the law of 
the LORD, 

and have not kept his statutes, 
but their lies have led them astray, 

after which their fathers walked. 
s So I will send a fire upon Judah, 

and it shall devour the strongholds 
of Jerusalem." 

6 Thus says the LORD: 
"For three transgressions of Israel, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punislunent;' 

because they sell the righteous for 
silver, 

and the needy for a pair of shoes-
7 they that trample the head of the 

poor into the dust of the earth, 
and turn aside the way of the af

flicted; 
a man and his father go in to the same 

maiden, 
so that my holy name is profaned; 

H they lay themselves down beside 
every altar 

upon garments taken in pledge; 
and in the house of their God they 

drink 
the wine of those who have been 

fined. 
''Heb 1.-aust! it to rewrn 

9 "Yet I destroyed the Amorite before 
them, 

whose height was like the height 
of the cedars, 

and who was as strong as the oaks; 
I destroyed his fruit above, 

and his roots beneath. 
10 Also I brought you up out of the land 

of Egypt, 
and led you forty years in the wil

derness, 
to possess the land of the Amo

rite. 
11 And I raised up some of your sons for 

prophets, 
and some of your young men for 

Nazirites. 
Is it not indeed so, 0 people of 

Israel?" 
says the LORD. 

12 "But you made the Nazirites drink 
wine, 

and commanded the prophets, 
saying, 'You shall not prophesy.' 

13 "Behold, I will press you down in 
your place, 

as a cart full of sheaves presses 
down. 

14 Flight shall perish from the swift, 
and the strong shall not retain his 

strength, 
nor shall the mighty save his life; 

15 he who handles the bow shall not 
stand, 

and he who is swift of foot shall not 
save himself, 

nor shall he who rides the horse 
save his life; 

16 and he who is stout of heart among 
the mighty 

shall flee away naked in that day," 
says the LORD. 

3 Hear this word that the LORD has 
spoken against you, 0 people of 

Israel, against the whole family which I 
brought up out of the land of Egypt: 
2 "You only have I known 

of all the families of the earth ; 
therefore I will punish you 

for all your iniquities. 

.1 "Do two walk together, 
unless they have made an ap

pointment? 

2.1-3: ls 15-16; 25.10-12; )er 48; Ezck 25.B-11; Zeph 2.B-11. 
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and the horns of the altar shall be 

cut off 
4 Does a lion roar in the forest, 

when he has no prey? 
Does a young lion cry out from his 

den, 
if he has taken nothing? 

5 Does a bird fall in a snare on the 
earth, 

when there is no trap for it? 
Does a snare spring up from the 

ground, 
when it has taken nothing? 

6 Is a trumpet blown in a city, 
and the people are not afraid? 

Does evil befall a city, 
unless the LORD has done it? 

7 Surely the Lord Goo does nothing, 
without revealing his secret 
to his servants the prophets. 

8 The lion has roared; 
who will not fear) 

The Lord Goo has spoken; 
who can but prophesy?" 

<J Proclaim to the strongholds m As
syria,! 

and to the strongholds in the land 
of Egypt, 

and say, "Assemble yourselves upon 
the mountains of Samar'ia, 

and see the great tumults within her, 
and the oppressions in her midst." 

IO "They do not know how tq do 
right," says the LORD, 

"those who store up violence and 
robbery in their strongholds." 

11 Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 
"An adversary shall surround the 

land, 
and bring down your defenses 

from you, 
and your strongholds shall be 

plundered." 

12 Thus says the LORD: "As the 
shepherd rescues from the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, so 
shall the people of Israel who dwell in 
Samar'ia be rescued, with the corner of 
a couch and part" of a bed." 

13 "Hear, and testify against the house 
of Jacob," 

says the Lord Goo, the God of 
hosts, 

14 "that on the day I punish Israel for 
his transgressions, 

I will punish the altars of Bethel, 

and fall to the ground. 
1; I will smite the winter house with the 

summer house; 
and the houses of ivory shall per

ish, 
and the great houses'' shall come to 

an end," 
says the LORD. 

4 "Hear this word, you cows of 
Bashan, 

who are in the mountain of 
Samar'ia, 

who oppress the poor, who crush the 
needy, 

who say to their husbands, 
'Bring, that we may drink!' 

~ The Lord Goo has sworn by his 
holiness 

that, behold, the days are coming 
upon you, 

when they shall take you away with 
hooks, 

even the last of you with fish
hooks. 

.I And you shall go out through the 
breaches, 

every one straight before her; 
and you shall be cast forth into 

Harmon," 
says the LORD. 

~ "Come to Bethel, and transgress; 
to Gilgal, and multiply trans

gression; 
bring your sacrifices every morning, 

your tithes every three days; 
' offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of 

that which is leavened, 
and proclaim freewill offerings, 

publish them; 
for so you love to do, 0 people of 

Israel!" 
says the Lord Goll. 

6 "I gave you cleanness of teeth in al 1 
your cities, 

and lack of bread in all your places, 
yet you did not return to me," 

says the LORD. 

7 "And I also withheld the rain from 
you 

when there were yet three months 
to the harvest; 

f Gk: Heb Ashdod fl The meaning of lhc Hebrew wor<l is uncertain " Or m1.my hmHL'S 
3.7: Rev 10.7. 
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I would send rain upon one city, 

and send no rain upon another city; 
one field would be rained upon, 

and the field on which it did not 
rain withered; 

8 so two or three cities wandered to one 
city 

to drink water, and were not satis
fied; 

yet you did not return to me," 
says the LORD. 

4 "I smote you with blight and mildew; 
I laid waste; your gardens and your 

vineyards; 
your fig trees and your olive trees 

the locust devoured; 
yet you did not return to me," 

says the LORD. 

10 "I sent among you a pestilence after 
the manner of Egypt; 

I slew your young men with the 
sword; 

I carried away your horses ;1 
and I made the stench of your 

camp go up into your nostrils; 
yet you did not return to me," 

says the LORD. 

11 "I overthrew some of you, 
as when God overthrew Sodom 

and Gomor'rah, 
and you were as a brand plucked 

out of the burning; 
yet you did not return to me," 

says the LORD. 

12 "Therefore thus I will do to you, 
0 Israel; 

because I will do this to you, 
prepare to meet your God, 0 

Israel!" 

13 For lo, he who forms the mountains, 
and creates the wind, 

and declares to man what is his 
thought; 

who makes the morning darkness, 
and treads on the heights of the 

earth-
the LORD, the God of hosts, is his 

name! 

is the virgin Israel; 
forsaken on her land, 

with none to raise her up." 

3 For thus says the Lord Goo: 
"The city that went forth a thousand 

shall have a hundred left, 
and that which went forth a hundred 

shall have ten left 
to the house of Israel." 

4 For thus says the LORD to the house 
of Israel: 

"Seek me and live; 
s but do not seek Bethel, 

and do not enter into Gilgal 
or cross over to Beer-sheba; 

for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, 
and Bethel shall come to nought." 

6 Seek the LORD and live, 
lest he break out like fire in the 

house of Joseph, 
and it devour, with none to quench 

it for Bethel, 
7 0 you who turn justice to worm

wood, 
and cast down righteousness to the 

earth! 

8 He who made the Plei'ades and 
Orion, 

and turns deep darkness into the 
morning, 

and darkens the day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 

and pours them out upon the sur
face of the earth, 

the LORD is his name, 
9 who makes destruction flash forth 

against the strong, 
so that destruction comes upon the 

fortress. 

10 They hate him who reproves in the 
gate, 

and they abhor him who speaks the 
truth. 

11 Therefore because you trample upon 
the poor 

and take from him exactions of 
wheat, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 
but you shall not dwell in them; 

5 Hear this word which I take you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
up over you in lamentation, 0 house but you shall not drink their wine. 

of Israel: 12 For I know how many are your trans-
2 "Fallen, no more to rise, gressions, 

1 Cn: Heb 1he multitud~ of J Heb with the captivity of your horus 
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and che peace offerings of your faned 

beasts 
and how great are your sins-

you who afflict che righteous, who 
cake a bribe, 

and cum aside che needy in che 
gace. 

13 Therefore he who is prudent will 
keep silent in such a rime; 

for ic is an evil rime. 

14 Seek good, and nor evil, 
char you may live; 

and so che LORD, che God of hoses, 
will be wich you, 

as you have said. 
15 Hare evil, and love good, 

and establish justice in che gace; 
ic may be char che LORD, che God of 

hoses, 
will be gracious co che remnant of 

Joseph. 

16 Therefore chus says che LORD, che 
God of hoses, che Lord : 

"In all che squares there shall be 
wailing; 

and in all che screecs chey shall say, 
'Alas! alas!' 

They shall call che farmers co 
mourning 

and co wailing chose who are 
skilled in lamentation, 

I 7 and in all vineyards there shall be 
wailing, 

for I will pass through che midst of 
you," 

says che LORD. 

18 Woe co you who desire che day of che 
LORD! 

Why would you have che day of che 
LORD? 

le is darkness, and nor light; 
19 as if a man fled from a lion, 

and a bear mer him; 
or went into che house and leaned 

wich his hand against che wall, 
and a serpent bic him. 

20 Is nor che day of che LORD darkness, 
and nor light, 

and gloom wich no brightness in ic? 

21 "I hare, I despise your feasts, 
and I cake no delight in your 

solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your burnt 

offerings and cereal offerings, 
I will nor accept chem, 

k Heb your images, your star-god 
5.25-27: Acts 7.42-43. 

I will nor look upon. 
23 Take away from me che noise of your 

songs; 
co che melody of your harps I will 

nor listen. 
24 Bue lee justice roll down like wacers, 

and righteousness like an e\·er
flowing scream. 

25 "Did you bring co me sacrifices 
and offerings che forty years in che 
wilderness, 0 house of Israel? 26 You 
shall cake up Sakkuch your king, and 
Kaiwan your scar-god, your images/ 
which \"OU made for yourseh·es: 
27 therefore I will cake you in.co exile be
yond Damascus," says che LORD, whose 
name is che God of hoses. 

6 "Woe co chose who are ac ease in 
Zion, 

and co chose whc feel secure on che 
mountain of Samar'ia, 

che notable men of the firsc of che 
nations, 

co whom che house of Israel come' 
2 Pass over co Calneh, and see; 

and thence go co Hamach che 
great; 

chen go down co Gach of che 
Philistines. 

Are chey bener chan these kingdoms' 
Or is their cerricory greater chan 

your cerricory, 
3 0 you who puc far away che e,·il day, 

and bring near che sear of ,·iolence' 

4 "Woe co those who lie upon beds of 
ivory, 

and stretch themseh·es upon their 
couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, 
and calves from che midst of the 

seal!; 
5 who sing idle songs to the sound of 

the harp, 
and like David im·em for them

selves instruments of music; 
6 who drink wine in bowls, 

and anoint chemseh·es with che 
finest oils, 

bur are nor grieYed oYer che ruin of 
Joseph! 

7 Therefore chey shall now be che first 
of those to go in co exile, 
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and the revelry of those who stretch a judgment by fire, and it devoured the 

them,elves shall pass away." great deep and was eating up the land. 

x The Lord Goo has sworn by himself 
(says the LORD, the God of hosts): 
"I abhor the pride of Jacob, 

and hate his strongholds; 
and I will deliver up the city and 

all that is in it." 

9 And if ten men remain in one house, 
they shall die. IOAnd when a man's kins
man, he who burns him,1 shall take him 
up tu bring the bones out of the house, 
and shall say to him who is in the inner
most parts of the house, "Is there still 
any one with you?" he shall say, "No"; 
and he shall say, "Hush! We must not 
mention the name of the LORD." 

11 Fur behold, the LoRD commands, 
and the great house shall be 

smitten into fragments, 
and the little house into bits. 

12 Do horses run upon rocks? 
Does one plow the sea with oxen? 

But you have turned justice into 
poison 

and the fruit of righteousness into 
wormwood-

1.1 you who rejoice in Lo-debar," 
who say, "Have we not by our own 

strength 
taken Karnaim" for ourselves?" 

I~ "For behold, I will raise up against 
you a nation, 

0 house of Israel," says the LORD, 
the God of hosts; 

"and they shall oppress you from the 
entrance of Hamath 

to the Brook of the Arabah." 

7 Thus the Lord Goo showed me: 
behold, he was forming locusts in 

the beginning of the shooting up of the 
latter growth; and lo, it was the latter 
growth after the king's mowings. 
2 Wht:.n they had finished eating the 
grass of the land, I said, 

"O Lord Goo, forgive, I beseech 
thee! 

How can Jacob stand? 
He is so small!" 

·1 The LORD repented concerning this; 
"It shall not be," said the LORD. 

4 Thus the Lord Goo showed me: 
behold, the Lord Goo was calling for 
'Or who mCJkl!.~ " burni11g for- him 11 Or a 1hi"g of "oughl 

, Then I said, 
"O Lord Goo, cease, I beseech thee! 

How can Jacob stand? 
He is so small!" 

6 The LORD repented concerning this; 
"This also shall not be," said the 

Lord Goo. 

7 He showed me: behold, the Lord 
was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his 
hand. HAnd the LORD said to me, 
"Amos, what do you see?" And I said, 
"A plumb line." Then the Lord said, 

"Behold, I am setting a plumb line 
in the midst of my people Israel; 
I will never again pass by them; 

9 the high places of Isaac shall be made 
desolate, 

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall 
be laid waste, 

and I will rise against the house of 
Jerobo'am with the sword." 

IO Then Amazi'ah the priest of 
Bethel sent to Jerobo'am king of Israel, 
saying, "Amos has conspired against 
you in the midst of the house of Israel; 
the land is not able to bear all his 
words. 11 For thus Amos has said, 

'Jerobo'am shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.'" 

12And Amazi'ah said to Amos, "O seer, 
go, flee away to the land of Judah, and 
eat bread there, and prophesy there; 
IJ but never again prophesy at Bethel, 
for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a 
temple of the kingdom." 

14 Then Amos answered Amazi'ah, 
"I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son;" 
but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of 
sycamore trees, " and the LORD took 
me from following the flock, and the 
LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my 
people Israel.' 
16 "Now therefore hear the word of the 

LORD. 
You say, 'Do not prophesy against 

Israel, 
and do not preach against the house 

of Isaac.' 
17 Therefore thus says the LORD: 

'Your wife shall be a harlot in the city, 
and your sons and your daughters 

shall fall by the sword, 
11 Or horns JJ Or one of rhe sous of che prophl!ts 
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and all your songs into lamenta

tion; 
and your land shall be parceled out 

by line; 
you yourself shall die in an unclean 

land, 
and Israel shall surely go into exile 

away from its land.' " 

8 Thus the Lord Goo showe<!l me: 
behold, a basket of summer fruit.'t 

2And he said, "Amos, what do you see?" 
And I said, "A basket of summer 
fruit. "•1 Then the LORD said to me, 

"The end' has come upon my people 
Israel; 

I will never again pass by them . 
. 1 The songs of the temple' shall be

come wailings in that day," 
says the Lord Goo; 

"the dead bodies shall be many; 
in every place they shall be cast out 

in silence."' 

4 Hear this, you who trample upon the 
needy, 

and bring the poor of the land to an 
end, 

5 saying, "When will the new moon be 
over, 

that we may sell grain? 
And the sabbath, 

that we may offer wheat for sale, 
that we may make the ephah small 

and the shekel great, 
and deal deceitfully with false 

balances, 
6 that we may buy the poor for silver 

and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
and sell the refuse of the wheat?" 

7 The LORD has sworn by the pride of 
Jacob: 

"Surely I will never forget any of 
their deeds. 

~ Shall not the land tremble on this 
account, 

and every one mourn who dwells in 
it, 

and all of it rise like the Nile, 
and be tossed about and sink 

again, like the Nile of Egypt?" 

~"And on that day," says the Lord 
Goo, 

"I will make the sun go down at 
noon, 

and darken the earth in broad day
light. 

10 I will turn your feasts into mourning, 

will bring sackcloth upon all loins, 
and baldness on every head; 

I will make it like the mourning for an 
only son, 

and the end of it like a bitter day. 

11 "Behold, the days are coming," says 
the Lord Goo, 

"when I will send a famine on the 
land; 

not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 
water, 

but of hearing the words of the 
LORD. 

12 They shall wander from sea to sea, 
and from north to east; 

they shall run to and fro, to seek the 
word of the LORD, 

but they shall not find it. 

13 "In that day the fair virgins and the 
young men 

shall faint for thirst. 
14 Those who swear by Ash'imah of 

Samar'ia, 
and say, 'As thy god lives, 0 Dan,' 

and, 'As the way of Beer-sheba 
lives,' 

they shall fall, and never rise 
again." 

9 I saw the LORD standing beside" 
the altar, and he said: 

"Smite the capitals until the thresh
olds shake, 

and shatter them on the heads or 
all the people;'" 

and what are left of them I will slay 
with the sword; 

not one of them shall flee away, 
not one of them shall escape. 

2 "Though they dig into Sheol, 
from there shall my hand take 

them; 
though they climb up to heaven, 

from there I will bring them 
down. 

3 Though they hide themselves on the 
top of Carmel, 

from there I will search out and 
take them; 

and though they hide from my sight 
at the bottom of the sea, 

there I will command the serpent, 
and it shall bite them. 

"Heb qayits ,. Heb qets ·"Or palace 1 Or be silent _I 11 Or 11pon ,. Heb all of them 
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4 And though they go into captivity 

before their enemies, 
there I will command the sword, 

and it shall slay them; 
and I will set my eyes upon them 

for evil and not for good." 

s The Lord, Goo of hosts, 
he who touches the earth and it melts, 

and all who dwell in it mourn, 
and all of it rises like the Nile, 

and sinks again, like the Nile of 
Egypt; 

6 who builds his upper chambers in the 
heavens, 

and founds his vault upon the earth; 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 

and pours them out upon the suf
face of the earth-

the LORD is his name. 

7 "Are you not like the Ethiopians to 
me, 

0 people of Israel?" says the LoRD. 
"Did I not bring up Israel from the 

land of Egypt, 
and the Philistines from Caphtor 

and the Syrians from Kir? 
B Behold, the eyes of the Lord Goo 

are upon the sinful kingdom, 
and I will destroy it from the sur

face of the ground; 
except that I will not utterly de

stroy the house of Jacob," 
says the LORD. 

9 "For lo, I will command, 
and shake the house of Israel 

among all the nations 
as one shakes with a sieve, 

but no pebble shall fall upon the 
earth. 

10 All the sinners of my people shall die 
by the sword, 

who say, 'Evil shall not overtake or 
meet us.' 

II "In that day I will raise up 
the booth of David that is fallen 

and repair its breaches, 
and raise up its ruins, 
and rebuild it as in the days of old; 

12 that they may possess the remnant of 
Edom 

and all the nations who are called 
by my name," 

says the LORD who does this. 

13 "Behold, the days are coming," says 
the LORD, 

"when the plowman shall overtake 
the reaper 

and the treader of grapes him who 
sows the seed ; 

the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
and all the hills shall flow with it. 

14 I will restore the fortunes of my 
people Israel, 

and they shall rebuild the ruined 
cities and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and drink 
their wine, 

and they shall make gardens and 
eat their fruit. 

IS I will plant them upon their land, 
and they shall never again be 

plucked up 
out of the land which I have given 

them," 
says the LORD your God. 

THE BOOK OF 

OBADIAH 
1 The vision of Obadi'ah. "Rise up! let us rise against her for 

battle!" 
Thus says the Lord Goo concerning 2 Behold, I will make you small among 

Edom: the nations, 
We have hearJ tidings from the LORD, you shall be utterly despised. 

and a messenger has been sent 3 The pride of your heart has de-
among the nations: ceived you, 

8.11-121 Ac:ts 15.16-17. 8.13: Joel 3.18. 
1-21i h 34; 63.1-6; Jer 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; Mal 1.2-5. 
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you who live in the clefts of the 

rock,u 
whose dwelling is high, 

who say in your heart, 
"Who will bring me down to the 

ground?" 
4 Though you soar aloft like the eagle, 

though your nest is set among the 
stars, 

thence I will bring you down, 
says the LORD. 

s If thieves came to you, 
if plunderers by night-
how you have been destroyed!
would they not steal only enough 

for themselves? 
If grape gatherers came to you, 

would they not leave gleanings? 
6 How Esau has been pillaged, 

his treasures sought out! 
7 All your allies have deceived you, 

they have driven you to the border; 
your confederates have prevailed 

against you ; 
your trusted friends have set a trap 

under you-
there is no understanding of it. 

B Will I not on that day, says the 
LORD, 

destroy the wise men out of Edom, 
and understanding out of Mount 

Esau? 
9 And your mighty men shall be dis

mayed, 0 Teman, 
so that every man from Mount 

Esau will be cut off by slaughter. 
10 For the violence done to your 

brother Jacob, 
shame shall cover you, 
and you shall be cut off for ever. 

11 On the day that you stood aloof, 
on the day that strangers carried 

off his wealth, 
and foreigners entered his gates 

and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were like one of them. 

12 But you should not have gloated over 
the day of your brother 

in the day of his misfortune; 
you should not have rejoiced over the 

people of Judah 
in the day of their ruin ; 

you should not have boasted 
in the day of distress. 

I.I You should not have entered the gate 
of my people 

in the day of his calamity; 

The day of the LoRD is near 
you should not have gloated over his 

disaster 
in the day of his calamity; 

you should not have looted his goods 
in the day of his calamity. 

14 You should not have stood at the 
parting of the ways 

to cut off his fugitives; 
you shou!d not have delivered up his 

survivors 
in the day of distress. 

IS For the day of the LORD is near upon 
all the nations. 

As you have done, it shall be done 
to you, 

your deeds shall return on your 
own head. 

16 For as you have drunk upon my holy 
mountain, 

all the nations round about shall 
drink; 

they shall drink, and stagger, b 

and shall be as though they had not 
been. 

17 But in Mount Zion there shall be 
those that escape, 

and it shall be holy; 
and the house of Jacob shall possess 

their own possessions. 
18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, 

and the house of Joseph a flame. 
and the house of Esau stubble; 

they shall bum them and consume 
them, 

and there shall be no survivor to 
the house of Esau; 

for the LORD has spoken. 
19 Those of the Negeb shall possess 

Mount Esau, 
and those of the Shephe'lah the 

land of the Philistines; 
they shall possess the land or 

E'phraim and the land of Sa
mar'ia 

and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 
20 The exiles in Halah'" who are of the 

people of Israel 
shall possess d Phoeni 'cia as far as 

Zar' ephath; 
and the exiles of Jerusalem who are 

in Sephar'ad 
shall possess the cities of the 

Negeb. 
21 Saviors shall go up to Mount Zion 

to rule Mount Esau; 
and the kingdom shall be the 

LORD'S. 
" Or Sela u Cn: Heb sw1.1/Jow 1.· Cn: Heb 1his army rl Cn: Heb which 



THE BOOK OF 

JONAH 

1 Now the word of the LORD came 
to Jonah the son of Amic'cai, saying, 

2 "Arise, go co Nin'eveh, that great 
city, and cry against it; for their wicked
ness has come up before me." J Bue 
Jonah rose co flee co Tarshish from the 
presence of the LoRD. He went down co 
Joppa and found a ship going co Tar
shish; so he paid the fare, and went on 
board, co go with them to Tarshish, 
away from the presence of the LORD. 

4 But the LORD hurled a great wind 
upon the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest on the sea, so that the ship 
threatened to break up. 5 Then the 
mariners were afraid, and each cried co 
his god; and they threw the wares chat 
were in the ship into the sea, co lighten it 
for them. But Jonah had gone down into 
the inner part of the ship and had lain 
down, and was fast asleep. 6 So the cap
tain came and said to him, "What do 
you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call upon 
your god! Perhaps the god will give a 
thought to us, that we do not perish." 

7 And they said to one another, 
"Come, let us cast lots, that we may 
know on whose account chis evil has 
come upon us." So they cast lots, and 
the lot fell upon Jonah. 8 Then they said 
to him, "Tell us, on whose account this 
evil has come upon us? What is your 
occupation? And whence do you come? 
What is your country? And of what 
people arc you?" 'JAnd he said to them, 
"I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, 
the God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the dry land." 111 Then the men 
were exceedingly afraid, and said to 
him, "What is chis that you have done!" 
For the men knew that he was fleeing 
from the presence of the LORD, because 
he had toid them. 

11 Then they said to him, "What 
shall we do to you, that the sea may 
quiet down for us?" For the sea grew 
more and more tempestuous. 12 He 
said to them, "Take me up and throw 
me into the sea; then the sea will quiet 
down for you; for I know it is because 
of me that this great tempest has come 
" Ch 2.1 in Heb 1.17: Mt 12.40. 

upon you." n Nevertheless the men 
rowed hard to bring the ship back co 
land, but they could not, for the sea 
grew more and more tempestuous 
against them. 14 Therefore they cried to 
the LORD, "We beseech thee, 0 LORD, 
let us not perish for chis man's life, and 
lay not on us innocent blood; for thou, 
0 LORD, hast done as it pleased thee." 
15 So they cook up Jonah and threw him 
into the sea; and the sea ceased from its 
raging. 16 Then the men feared the 
LORD exceedingly, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the LORD and made vows. 

17" And the LORD appointed a great 
fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. 

2 Then Jonah prayed co the LORD 
his God from the belly of the fish, 

2 saying, 
"I called to the LORD, out of my dis

tress, 
and he answered me; 

out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
and thou didst hear my voice. 

J For thou didst cast me into the 
deep, 

into the heart of the seas, 
and the flood was round about me; 

all thy waves and thy billows 
passed over me. 

4 Then I said, 'I am case out 
from thy presence; 

how shall I again look 
upon thy holy temple?' 

s The waters closed in over me, 
the deep was round about me; 

weeds were wrapped about my head 
6 at the roots of the mountains. 

I went down to the land 
whose bars closed upon me for 

ever; 
yet thou didst bring up my life from 

the Pie, 
0 LORD my God. 

7 When my soul fainted within me, 
I remembered the LORD; 

and my prayer came co thee, 
into thy holy temple. 

H Those who pay regard to vain idols 
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forsake their true loyalty. 

9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
will sacrifice to thee; 

what I have vowed I will pay. 
Deliverance belongs to the LORD!" 

IOAnd the LORD spoke to the fish, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

3 Then the word of the LORD came 
to Jonah the second time, saying, 

2 "Arise, go to Nin'eveh, that great city, 
and proclaim to it the message that I 
tell you." 3 So Jonah arose and went to 
Nin'eveh, according to the word of the 
LORD. Now Nin'eveh was an exceed
ingly great city, three days' journey in 
breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day's journey. And he 
cried, "Yet forty days, and Nin'eveh 
shall be overthrown!" SAnd the people 
of Nin'eveh believed God; they pro
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them to the least of 
them. 

6 Then tidings reached the king of 
Nin'eveh, and he arose from his throne, 
removed his robe, and covered himself 
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 1 And 
he made proclamation and published 
through Nin'eveh, "By the decree of 
the king and his nobles: Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any
thing; let them not feed, or drink water, 
8 but let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and let them cry mightily to 
God; yea, let every one turn from his 
evil way and from the violence which is 
in his hands. Y Who knows, God may 
yet repent and turn from his fierce 
anger, so that we perish not?" 

10 When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil way, God 
repented of the evil which he had said 
he would do to them; and he did not do 
it. 

4 But it displeased Jonah exceed
ingly, and he was angry. ~And he 

prayed to the LORD and said, "I prav 
thee, LORD, is not this what I said when 
I was yet in my country? That is whv 1 
made haste to tlec to Tarshish; for 1 
knew that thou art a gracious God and 
:nerciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
m steadfast love, and repentest of evil. 
3 Therefore now, 0 LORD, take my lik 
from me, I beseech thee, for it is better 
for me to die than to live." ~And the 
LORD said, "Do you do well to be 
angry?" 5 Then Jonah wem out of the 
city and sat to the cast of the city, and 
made a booth for himself there. He sat 
under it in the shade, till he should sec 
what would become of the city. 

6 And the LoRD God appointed a 
plant,'' and made it come up over 
Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort 
So Jonah was exceedingly glad because 
of the plant.'' 7 But when dawn came up 
the next day, God appointed a worm 
which attacked the plant, 1' so that it 
withered. H When the sun rose, God ap
poimed a sultry east wind, and the sun 
beat upon the head of Jonah so that he 
was faint; and he asked that he mighr 
die, and said, "It is better for me to die 
than to live." 9 But God said to Jonah. 
"Do you do well to be angry for the 
plant?"'' And he said, "I do well to he 
angry, angry enough to die." IOAnd the 
LORD said, "You pity the plant,'' for 
which you did not labor, nor did )"('ll 

make it grow, which came into being in 
a night, and perished in a night. I !And 
should not I pity Nin'e\·eh, that great 
city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twemy thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also much cattle)" 

THE BOOK OF 

MICAH 
1 The word of the LORD that came to 

Micah of Mo'resheth in the days of 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezeki'ah, kings of 
Judah, which he saw concerning Sa
mar'ia and Jerusalem. 
1' Heb qiqayon, probably the casror oil p/am 
3.9: Joel 2.14. 4.2: Ex 34.6. 1.2: I Kings 22.2B. 

2 Hear, you peoples, all of you; 
hearken, 0 earth, and all that is in 

it; 
and let the Lord Goo be a witnc" 

against you, 
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the Lord from his holy temple . 

. \ For behold, the LORD is coming forth 
out of his place, 

and will come down and tread upon 
the high places of the earth. 

4 And the mountains will melt under 
him 

and the valleys will be cleft, 
like wax before the fire, 

like waters poured down a steep 
place. 

5 All this is for the transgression of 
Jacob 

and for the sins of the house of 
Israel. 

What is the transgression of Jacob? 
ls it not Samar'ia? 

And what is the sin of the house" of 
Judah? 

Is it not Jerusalem? 
6 Therefore I will make Samar'ia a 

heap in the open country, 
a place for planting vineyards; 

and I will pour down her stones into 
the valley, 

and uncover her foundations. 
7 All her images shall be beaten to 

pieces, 
all her hires shall be burned with 

lire, 
and all her idols I will lay waste; 

for from the hire of a harlot she 
gathered them, 

and to the hire of a harlot they shall 
return. 

H For this I will lament and wail; 
I will go stripped and naked; 

I will make lamentation like the 
jackals, 

and mourning like the ostriches. 
'' For her wound'' is incurable; 

and it has come to Judah, 
it has reached to the gate of my peo

ple, 
to Jerusalem. 

10 Tell it not in Gath, 
weep not at all; 

in Reth-le-aph'rah 
roll yourselves in the dust. 

I I Pass on your way, 
inhabitants of Shaphir, 
in nakedness and shame; 

the inhabitants of Za'anan 
do not come forth; 

the wailing of Beth-e'zel 

shall take away from you its stand
ing place. 

12 For the inhabitants of Maroth 
wait anxiously for good, 

because evil has come down from the 
LORD 

to the gate of Jerusalem. 
13 Harness the steeds to the chariots, 

inhabitants of Lachish; 
you werec the beginning of sin 

to the daughter of Zion, 
for in you were found 

the transgressions of Israel. 
14 Therefore you shall give parting gifts 

to Mo'resheth-gath; 
the houses of Achzib shall be a de

ceitful thing 
to the kings of Israel. 

is I will again bring a conqueror upon 
you, 

inhabitants of Mare'shah; 
the glory of Israel 

shall come to Adullam. 
16 Make yourselves bald and cut off 

your hair, 
for the children of your delight; 

make yourselves as bald as the eagle, 
for they shall go from you into 

exile. 

2 Woe to those who devise wicked
ness 

and work evil upon their beds! 
When the morning dawns, they per

form it, 
because it is in the power of their 

hand. 
2 They covet fields, and seize them; 

and houses, and take them away; 
they oppress a man and his house, 

a man and his inheritance. 
3 Therefore thus says the LORD: 

Behold, against this family I am de
vising evil, 

from which you cannot remove 
your necks; 

and you shall not walk haughtily, 
for it will be an evil time. 

4 In that day they shall take up a taunt 
song against you, 

and wail with bitter lamentation, 
and say, "We are utterly ruined; 

he changes the portion of my 
people; 

how he removes it from me! 
Among our captorsrl he divides our 

fields." 
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you who hate the good and love 

the evil, 
5 Therefore you will have none to cast 

the line by lot 
in the assembly of the LORD. 

6 "Do not preach"-thus they preach
"one should not preach of such 

things; 
disgrace will not overtake us." 

7 Should this be said, 0 house of 
Jacob' 

Is the Spirit of the LORD im
patient' 

Are these his doings? 
Do not my words do good 

to him who walks uprightly? 
8 But you rise against my people'" as 

an enemy; 
you strip the robe from the peace

ful/ 
from those who pass by trustingly 

with no thought of war. 
9 The women of my people you drive 

out 
from their pleasant houses; 

from their young children you take 
away 

my glory for ever. 
10 Arise and go, 

for this is no place to rest; 
because of uncleanness that destroys 

with a grievous destruction. 
11 If a man should go about and utter 

wind and lies, 
saying, "I will preach to you of 

wine and strong drink," 
he would be the preacher for this 

people! 

12 I will surely gather all of you, 0 
Jacob, 

I will gather the remnant of Israel; 
I will set them together 

like sheep in a fold, 
like a flock in its pasture, 

a noisy multitude of men. 
13 He who opens the breach will go up 

before them; 
they will break through and pass 

the gate, 
going out by it. 

Their king will pass on before them, 
the LORD at their head. 

3 And I said: 
Hear, you heads of Jacob 
and rulers of the house of Israel! 

Is it not for you to know justice?-

who tear the skin from off my peo
ple, 

and their flesh from off their 
bones; 

J who eat the flesh of my people, 
and flay their skin from off them, 

and break their bones in pieces, 
and chop them up like meat• in a 

kettle, 
like flesh in a caldron. 

4 Then they will cry to the LORD, 
but he will not answer them; 

he will hide his face from them at that 
time, 

because they have made their 
deeds evil. 

5 Thus says the LORD concerning the 
prophets 

who lead my people astray, 
who cry "Peace" 

when they have something to eat, 
but declare war against him 

who puts nothing into their 
mouths. 

6 Therefore it shall be night to you, 
without vision, 

and darkness to you, without 
divination. 

The sun shall go down upon the 
prophets, 

and the day shall be black over 
them; 

7 the seers shall be disgraced, 
and the diviners put to shame; 

they shall all cover their lips, 
for there is no answer from God. 

8 But as for me, I am filled with 
power, 

with the Spirit of the LORD, 
and with justice and might, 

to declare to Jacob his transgression 
and to Israel his sin. 

~ Hear this, you heads of the house of 
Jacob 

and rulers of the house of Israel, 
who abhor justice 

and .pervert all equity, 
10 who build Zion with blood 

and Jerusalem with wrong. 
11 Its heads give judgment for a bribe, 

its priests teach for hire, 
its prophets divine for money; 

e Cn: Heb yesterday my people rost' r Cn: Heb from br!fore a gannart 
g Gk: Heb as 
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yet they lean upon the LORD and say, 

"Is not the LORD in the midst of 
us? 

No evil shall come upon us." 
12 Therefore because of you 

Zion shall be plowed· as a field; 
Jerusal~ shall become a heap of 

rums, 
and the mountain of the house a 

wooded height. 

4 It shall come to pass in the latter 
days 

that the mountain of the house of 
the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, 

and shall be raised up above the 
hills; 

and peoples shall flow to it, 
2 and many nations shall come, and 

say: 
"Come, let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
and we may walk in his paths." 

For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, 

and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 

3 He. shall judge between many peo
ples, 

and shall decide for strong nations 
afar off; 

and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning 
hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, 

neither shall they learn war any 
more; 

4 but they shall sit every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree, 

and none shall make them afraid; 
for the mouth of the LORD of hosts 

has spoken. 

5 For all the peoples walk 
each in the name of its god, 

but we will walk in the name of the 
LORD our God 

for ever and ever. 

6 In that day, says the LORD, 
I will assemble the lame 

and gather those who have been 
driven away, 

and those whom I have afflicted; 
7 and the lame I will make the rem-

nant; 
and those who were cast off, a 

strong nation; 
and the LORD will reign over them in 

Mount Zion 
from this time forth and for ever

more. 

8 And you, 0 tower of the flock, 
hill of the daughter of Zion, 

to you shall it come, 
the former dominion shall come, 
the kingdom of the daughter of 

Jerusalem. 

9 Now why do you cry aloud? 
Is there no king in you? 

Has your counselor perished, 
that pangs have seized you like a 

woman in travail? 
10 Writhe and groan/1 0 daughter of 

Zion, 
like a woman in travail; 

for now you shall go forth from the 
city 

and dwell in the open country; 
you shall go to Babylon. 

There you shall be rescued, 
there the LORD will redeem you 
from the hand of your enemies. 

11 Now many nations 
are assembled against you, 

saying, "Let her be profaned, 
and let our eyes gaze upon Zion." 

12 But they do not know 
the thoughts of the LORD, 

they do not understand his plan, 
that he has gathered them as 

sheaves to the threshing floor. 
13 Arise and thresh, 

0 daughter of Zion, 
for I will make your horn iron 

and your hoofs bronze ; 
you shall beat in pieces many peoples, 

and shalli devote their gain to the 
LORD, 

their wealth to the Lord of the 
whole earth. 

Now you are walled about with a 
wall;A· 

siege is laid against us; 
h Heb unccnain 1 Gk Syr Tg: Heb I will J Ch 4.14 in Heb 
._1-3: Is 2.2-4. 4.4: Zech 3.10. 

k Cn Compare Gk: Heb obscure 
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with a rod they strike upon the cheek 

the ruler of Israel. 

21But you, 0 Bethlehem Eph'rathah, 
who are little to be among the clans 

of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until 

the time 
when she who is in travail has 

brought forth; 
then the rest of his brethren shall 

return 
to the people of Israel. 

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock 
in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now 
he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 

s And this shall be peace, 
when the Assyrian comes into our 

land 
and treads upon our soil,"' 

that we will raise against him severr.
shepherds 

and eight princes of men; 
6 they shall rule the land of Assyria 

with the sword, 
and the land of Nimrod with the 

drawn sword;" 
and they 0 shall deliver us from the 

Assyrian 
when he comes into our land 
and treads within our border. 

7 Then the remnant of Jacob shall be 
in the midst of many peoples 

like dew from the LORD, 
like showers upon the grass, 

which tarry not for men 
nor wait for the sons of men. 

s And the remnant of Jacob shall be 
among the nations, 

in the midst of many peoples, 
like a lion among the beasts of the 

forest, 
like a young lion among the flocks 

of sheep, 
which, when it goes through, treads 

down 

and tears in pieces, and there is 
none to deliver. 

9 Your hand shall be lifted up over your 
adversaries, 

and all your enemies shall be cut 
off. 

10 And in that day, says the LORD, 
I will cut off your horses from 

among you 
and will destroy your chariots; 

11 and I will cut off the cities of vour 
land -

and throw down all your strong
holds; 

12 and I will cut off sorceries from vour 
hand, -

and you shall have no more sooth
sayers; 

13 and I will cut off your images 
and your pillars from among you, 

and you shall bow down no more 
to the work of your hands ; 

14 and I will root out vour Ashe'rim 
from among you -

and destroy your cities. 
" And in anger and wrath I will execute 

vengeance 
upon the nations that did not obey. ----

6 Hear what the LORD savs: 
Arise, plead your case- before th~ 

mountains, 
and let the hills hear vour rnice. 

2 Hear, you mountains, the contrO\·ersy 
of the LORD, 

and you enduring foundations of 
the earth; 

for the LORD has a controversY with 
his people, -

and he will contend with Israel. 

J "O my people, what ha\·e I done to 
vou? 

In. what have I wearied you? 
Answer me! 

4 For I brought you up from the land 
of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the home 
of bondage; 

and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 

5 0 my people, remember what Balak 
king of i\1oab devised, 

and what Balaam the son of Be"or 
answered him, 

1 Ch 5.1 in Heb m Gk: Heb ,-,, our palaces 11 Cn: Heb i11 .-rs l'llt1'1.WCl'S 
0 Heb he 
5.2: Mt 2.6; Jn 7 .42. 



Moral corruption of Israel 821 MICAH 7 
and what happened from Shittim to 

Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts 

of the LORD." 

6 "With what shall I come before the 
LORD, 

and bow myself before God on 
high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, 

with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thou

sands of rams, 
with ten thou,ands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my first-born for my 
transgression, 

my soul?" . ·I · 
the fruit of m~f::>ody for the sin of 

H He has showed ou, 'o man, what is 
good; 

and what does the LORD require of 
you 

but to do justice, and to love kind
ness," 

and to walk humbly with your 
God? 

9 The voice of the LORD cries to the 
city-

and it is sound wisdom to fear thy 
name: 

"Hear, 0 tribe and assembly of the 
city!'' 

10 Can I forget' the treasures of 
wickedness in the house of the 
wicked, 

and the scant measure that is ac
cursed? 

11 Shall I acquit the man with wicked 
scales 

and with a bag of deceitful weights? 
I~ Your·' rich men are full of violence; 

your' inhabitants speak lies, 
and their tongue is deceitful in 

their mouth. 
I' Therefore I have begun' to smite you, 

making you desolate because of 
your sms. 

I~ You shall cat, but not be satisfied, 
and there shall be hunger in your 

inward parts ; 
you shall put away, but not save, 

and what you save I will give to the 
sword. 

15 You shall sow, but not reap; 
you shall tread olives, but not 

anoint yourselves with oil; 
you shall tread grapes, but not 

drink wine. 
16 For you have kept the statutes of 

Omri, 11 

and all the works of the house of 
Ahab; 

and you have walked in their 
counsels; 

that I may make you a desolation, and 
your' inhabitants a hissing; 

so you shall bear the scorn of the 
peoples."'" 

7 Woe is me! For I have become 
as when the summer fruit has been 

gathered, 
as when the vintage has been 

gleaned: 
there is no cluster to eat, 

no first-ripe fig which my soul 
desires. 

2 The godly man has perished from the 
earth, 

and there is none upright among 
men; 

they all lie in wait for blood, 
and each hunts his brother with a 

net. 
J Their hands are upon what is evil, 

to do it diligently; 
the prince and the judge ask for a 

bribe, 
and the great man utters the evil 

desire of his soul; 
thus they weave it together. 

4 The best of them is like a brier, 
the most upright of them a thorn 

hedge. 
The day of their 1 watchmen, of their r 

punishment, has come; 
now their confusion is at hand. 

s Put no trust in a neighbor, 
have no confidence in a friend; 

guard the doors of your mouth 
from her who lies in your 

bosom; 
6 for the son treats the father with con

tempt, 
the daughter rises up against her 

mother, 
the daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law; 
1
' Or 1fj'r.JJfaJt loN q Cn Compare Gk: Heb a11d who has 1..1ppou11cd it yc1 r Cn: Heb unct:rtain 

\ I kb wJi01,. 1 Gk Syr Vg: Heh havt• mad,· ~ick u Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb the SlcJIUlcs of Omri are kept 

;,~~l·t;,·;O,;·I ~J~5- ~~c;b M'k' f{~f4~ L~ ~:.~{0'tr 



MICAH 7 822 God's compassion for Israel 
who dwell alone in a forest a man's enemies are the men of his 

own house. 
7 But as for me, I will look to the 

LORD, 
I will wait for the God of my 

salvation; 
my God will hear me. 

x Rejoice not over me, 0 my enemy; 
when I fall, I shall rise; 

when I sit in darkness, 
the LORD will be a light to me. 

9 I will bear the indignation of the 
Lo RD 

because I have sinned against him, 
until he pleads my cause 

and executes judgment for me. 
He will bring me forth to the light; 

I shall behold his deliverance. 
10 Then my enemy will see, 

and shame will cover her who said 
to me, 

"Where is the LORD your .God?" 
My eyes will gloat over her; 

now she will be trodden down 
like the mire of the streets. 

11 A day for the building of your walls' 
In that day the boundary shall be 

far extended. 
12 In that day they will come to you, 

from Assyria to" Egypt, 
and from Egypt to the River, 

from sea to sea and from mountain 
to mountain. 

13 But the earth will be desolate 
because of its inhabitants, 
for the fruit of their doings. 

14 Shepherd thy people with thy staff, 
the flock of thy inheritance, 

in the midst of a garden land; 
let them feed in Bashan and Gilead 

as in the days of old. 

15 As in the days when you came out of 
the land of Egypt 
will show them z marvelou' 

things. 

16 The nations 5hall see and be ashamed 
of all their might; 

they shall lay their hands on their 
mouths· 

their ears ~hall be deaf; 
17 they shall lick the dust like a serpent, 

like the crawling things of the 
earth; 

they shall come trembling out of their 
strongholds, 

they shall tum in dread to the 
LORD our God, 

and they shall fear because of thee. 

Ix Who is a God like thee, pardoning 
iniquity 

and passing over transgression 
for the remnant of his inheritance; 

He does not retain his anger for ever 
because he delights in steadfast 

love. 
19 He will again have compassion upon 

us, 
he will tread our iniquities under 

foot. 
Thou wilt cast all our" sins 

into the depths of the sea. 
20 Thou wilt show faithfulness to Jacob 

and steadfast love to Abraham, 
as thou hast sworn to our fathers 

from the days of old. 

THE BOOK OF 

NAHUM 
1 An oracle concerning Nin'eveh. 

The book of the vision of Nahum of 
Elkosh. 
2 The LORD is a jealous God and 

avenging, 
the LORD is avenging and wrath

ful; 

the LORD takes vengeance on his 
adversaries 

and keeps wrath for his enemies. 
3 The LORD is slow to anger and ,,r 

great might, 
and the LORD will by no mean' 

clear the guilty. 
Y Cn: Heb 1.J11d ( iries of 2' Heb him a Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb thl'ir-
7.20: Lk 1.55. 1-J: Is 10.5-14: Zcph 2.12-15. 



Overthrow of Nineveh 823 NAHUM 2 
from the house of your gods I will 

cut off 
His way is in whirlwind and storm, 

and the clouds are the dust of his 
feet. 

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, 
he dries up all the rivers ; 

Bashan and Carmel wither, 
the bloom of Lebanon fades. 

s The mountains quake before him, 
the hills melt; 

the earth is laid waste before him, 
the world and all that dwell there

m. 

6 Who can stand before his indigna
tion? 

Who can endure the heat of his 
anger? 

His wrath is poured out like fire, 
and the rocks are broken asunder 

by him. 
7 The LORD is good, 

a stronghold in the day of trouble; 
he knows those who take refuge in 

him. 
8 But with an overflowing flood 

he will make a full end of his 
adversaries," 

and will pursue his enemies into 
darkness. 

9 What do you plot against the LoRD? 
He will make a full end; 
he will not take vengeanceb twice 

on his foes. c 

10 Like entangled thorns they are con
sumed,d 

like dry stubble. 
II Did one not' come out from you, 

who plotted evil against the LORD, 
and counseled villainy? 

12 Thus says the LORD, 
"Though they be strong and many/ 

they will be cut off and pass away. 
Though I have afflicted you, 

I will afflict you no more. 
13 And now I will break his yoke from 

off you 
and will burst your bonds a

sunder." 

14 The LORD has given commandment 
about you: 

"No more shall your name be per
petuated; 

the graven image and the molten 
image. 

will make your grave, for you are 
vile." 

ISr1Behold, on the mountains the feet of 
him 

who brings good tidings, 
who proclaims peace! 

Keep your feasts, 0 Judah, 
fulfil your vows, 

for never again shall the wicked come 
against you, 

he is utterly cut off. 

2 The shatterer has come up against 
you. 

Man the ramparts; 
watch the road; 

gird your loins ; 
collect all your strength. 

2 (For the LORD is restoring the majesty 
of Jacob 

as the majesty of Israel, 
for plunderers have stripped them 

and ruined their branches.) 

3 The shield of his mighty men is red, 
his soldiers are clothed in scarlet. 

The chariots flash like flame 11 

when mustered in array; 
the chargersi prance. 

4 The chariots rage in the streets, 
they rush to and fro through the 

squares; 
they gleam like torches, 

they dart like lightning. 
s The officers are summoned, 

they stumble as they go, 
they hasten to the wall, 

the mantelet is set up. 
6 The river gates are opened, 

the palace is in dismay; 
7 its mistress' is stripped, she is carried 

off, 
her maidens lamenting, 

moaning like doves, 
and beating their breasts. 

B Nin'eveh is like a pool 
whose watersk run away. 

"Halt! Halt!" they cry; 
~ Gk: Heb her place b Gk: Heb _rise "'/>. : ~n: Heb dis1ress 
1 Heb are consu1'!ed, dru11ken as with 1he1r drink e Cn: ~eb fully I Heb uncertain fl Ch 2.1 in Heb 
~ Cn: The meaning of 1he Hebrew word is uncertain Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb cypresses 

1 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncenain 
" Cn Compare Gk: Heb from the days 1har she has become, and rhey 
1.15: h 40.9; 52.7; Acts 10.36; Rom 10.15. 



NAHUM 2 824 Utter ruin of Nineveh 
Wasted is Nin'eveh; who will be

moan her? 
but none turns back. 

9 Pl under the silver, 
plunder the gold! 

There is no end of treasure, 
or wealth of every precious thing. 

Io Desolate! Desolation and ruin! 
Hearts faint and knees tremble, 

anguish is on all loins, 
all faces grow pale ! 

11 Where is the lions' den, 
the cave1 of the young lions, 

where the lion brought his prey, 
where his cubs were, with none 

to disturb? 
12 The lion tore enough for his whelps 

and strangled prey for his lionesses; 
he filled his caves with prey 

and his dens with torn flesh. 

13 Behold, I am against you, says the 
LORD of hosts, and I will burn your"' 
chariots in smoke, and the sword shall de
vour your young lions ; I will cut off your 
prey from the earth, and the voice of your 
messengers shall no more be heard. 

3 Woe to the bloody city, 
all full of lies and booty
no end to the plunder! 

2 The crack of whip, and rumble of 
wheel, 

galloping horse and bounding 
chariot! 

·1 Horsemen charging, 
flashing sword and glittering spear, 

hosts of slain, 
heaps of corpses, 

dead bodies without end-
they stumble over the bodies! 

4 A,1d all for the countless harlotries of 
the harlot, 

graceful and of deadly charms, 
who betrays nations with her har

lotries, 
and peoples with her charms. 

whence shall I seek comforters for 
her?" 

B Are you better than Thebes" 
that sat by the Nile, 

with water around her, 
her rampart a sea, 
and water her wall? 

9 Ethiopia was her strength, 
Egypt too, and that without 

limit; 
Put and the Libyans were her'' 

helpers. 

10 Yet she was carried away, 
she went into captivity; 

her little ones were dashed in piece' 
at the head of every street; 

for her honored men lots were cast. 
and all her great men were boumi 

in chains. 
11 You also will be drunken, 

you will be dazed ; 
you will seek 

a refuge from the enemy. 
12 All your fortresses are like fig tree' 

with first-ripe figs-
if shaken they fall 

into the mouth of the eater. 
13 Behold, your troops 

are women in your midst. 
The gates of your land 

are wide open to your foes; 
fire has devoured your bars. 

14 Draw water for the siege, 
strengthen your forts; 

go into the clay, 
tread the mortar, 
take hold of the brick mold! 

IS There will the fire devour you, 
the sword will cut you off. 
It will devour you like the locust. 

s Behold, I am against you, Multiply yourselves like the locust. 
says the LORD of hosts, multiply like the grasshopper! 
and will lift up your skirts ·over lo You increased your merchants 

your face; more than the stars of the hea\·ens. 
and I will let nations look on your The locust spreads its wings and 

nakedness flies away. 
and kingdoms on your shame. 17 Your princes are like grasshopper,, 

0 I will throw filth at you your scribes'' like clouds of locusts 
and treat you with contempt, settling on the fences 
and make you a gazingstock. in a day of cold-

7 And all who look on you will shrink when the sun rises, they fly away; 
from you and say, no one knows where they are. 

1 Cn: Heb paswr~· m Heb ha n Gk: Heb )'Oil 0 Heb No-amo11 1' Gk: Hi:b y1111r Q Or marshals 



Vengeance of the Cha/deans 
IB Your shepherds are asleep, 

0 king of Assyria; 

825 HABAKKUK 2 
19 There is no assuaging your hurt, 

your wound is grievous. 
All who hear the news of you your nobles slumber. 

Your people are scattered 
mountains 

on the clap their hands over you. 

with none to gather them. 
For upon whom has not come 

your unceasing evil? 

THE BOOK OF 

HABAKKUK 
1 The oracle of God which Habak'

kuk the prophet saw. 
2 O LORD, how Jong shall I cry for help, 

and thou wilt not hear? 
Or cry to thee "Violence!" 

and thou wilt not save? 
3 Why dost thou make me see wrongs 

and look upon trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before 

me; 
strife and contention arise. 

; So the law is slacked 
and justice never goes forth. 

For the wicked surround the right
eous, 

so justice goes forth perverted. 

5 Look among the nations, and see; 
wonder and be astounded. 

For I am doing a work in your days 
that you would not believe if told. 

6 For Jo, I am rousing the Chalde'ans, 
that bitter and hasty nation, 

who march through the breadth of 
the earth, 

to seize habitations not their own. 
7 Dread and terrible are they; 

their justice and dignity proceed 
from themselves. 

H Their horses are swifter than leop
ards, 

more fierce than the evening 
wolves; 

their horsemen press proudly on. 
Yea, their horsemen come from afar; 

they fly like an eagle swift to de
vour. 

9 They all come for violence; 
terror" of them goes before them. 
They gather captives like sand. 

10 At kings they scoff, 
and of rulers they make sport. 

° Cn: Heb uncenain /J Heb his purtio11 i.s fat 

They laugh at every fortress, 
for they heap up earth and take it. 

I I Then they sweep by like the wind 
and go on, 

guilty men, whose own might 1s 
their god! 

12 Art thou not from everlasting, 
0 LORD my God, my Holy One? 
We shall not die. 

0 LORD, thou hast ordained them as a 
judgment; 

and thou, 0 Rock, hast established 
them for chastisement. 

13 Thou who art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil 

and canst not look on wrong, 
why dost thou look on faithless men, 

and art silent when the wicked 
swallows up 

the man more righteous than he? 
14 For thou makest men like the fish of 

the sea, 
like crawling things that have no 

ruler. 
IS He brings all of them up with a hook, 

he drags them out with his net, 
he gathers them in his seine; 

so he rejoices and exults. 
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 

and burns incense to his seine; 
for by them he lives in Juxury, 1' 

and his food is rich. 
17 Is he then to keep on emptying his 

net, 
and mercilessly slaying nations for 

ever? 

2 I will take my stand to watch, 
and station myself on the tower, 

and look forth to see what he will say 
to me, 

1-2: Is 13.1-14.23; 47; Jer 50-51. 1.5: Acts 13.41. 1.8: Rev 20.9 2.1: Is 21.8. 



HABAKKUK 2 826 God's answer to Habakkuk 
and what I will answer concerning 

my complaint. 
2 And the LORD answered me 

"Write the vision; 
make it plain upon tablets, 
so he may run who reads ir. 

.\ For still the vision awaits its time; 
it hastens to the end-it will not 

lie. 
If it seem slow, wait for it; 

it will surely come, it will not delay. 
~ Behold, he whose soul is nor upright 

in him shall fail,<" 
but the righteous shall live by his 

faith.'' 
5 Moreover, wine is treacherous; 

the arrogant man shall nor abide.' 
His greed is as wide as Sheol; 

like death he has never enough. 
He gathers for himself all nations, 

and collects as his own all peoples." 

<i Shall not all these rake up their taunt 
against him, in scoffing derision of him, 
and say, 

"Woe to him who heaps up what is 
not his own-

for how long?-
and loads himself with pledges!" 

7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, 
and those awake who will make 

you tremble? 
Then you will be booty for them. 

8 Because you have plundered many 
nations, 

all the remnant of the peoples shall 
plunder you, 

for the blood of men and violence to 
the earth, 

to cities and all who dwell therein. 

9 Woe to him who gets evil gain for his 
house, 

to set his nest on high, 
to be safe from the reach of harm! 

10 You have devised shame to your 
house 

by cutting off many peoples; 
you have forfeited your life. 

I I For the stone will cry out from the 
wall, 

and the beam from the wood
work respond. 

12 Woe to him who builds a town with 
blood, 

and founds a city on iniquity! 
l.l Behold, is it not from the LORD of 

hosts 
that peoples labor only for fire, 
and nations weary themselves for 

nought? 
14 For the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD, 

as the waters cover the sea. 

15 Woe to him who makes his neighbors 
drink 

of the cup of his wrath/ and makes 
them drunk, 

to gaze on their shame! 
lo You will be sated with contempt in

stead of glory. 
Drink, yourself, and stagger!" 

The cup in the LoRD's right hand 
will come around to you, 
and shame will come upon your 

glory! 
I 7 The violence done to Lebanon will 

overwhelm you; 
the destruction of the beasts wil I 

terrify you,'' 
for the blood of men and violence to 

the earth, 
to cities and all who dwdl therein. 

18 What profit is an idol 
when its maker has shaped 

it, 
a metal image, a teacher of lies) 

For the workman trusts in his own 
creation 

when he makes dumb idols! 
19 Woe to him who says to a wood.:n 

thing, Awake; 
to a dumb stone, Arise! 
Can this give revelation? 

Behold, it is overlaid with gold and 
silver, 

and there is no breath at all in it. 

20 But the LORD is in his holy tempk; 
let all the earth keep silence befor" 

him. 

3 A prayer of Habak'kuk the proph
et, according to Shigion'oth. 

2 0 LORD, I have heard the report of 
thee, 

anct thy work, 0 LORD, do I fear. 
In the midst of the years renew it; 

c Cn: Heb is puffed up d Or faith/11/iiess c The Hebrew of these two lines is obs~ure 
f Cn: Heb jommg 10 your wrath 11 Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb be mrcirwmcised 1 Gk Syr: Heb them 
2.3: Heb lU.37. 2.4: Rom 1.17; Gal 3.11; Heb 10.38-39. 2.14: Is 11.9. 2.20: Zeph 1.7; Zech 2.13. 



A prayer 827 HABAKKUK 3 
in the midst of the years make it 

known; 
in wrath remember mercy. 

3 God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One from Mount 

Paran. 
His glory covered the heavens, 

and the earth was full of his praise. 
Selah 

4 His brightness was like the light, 
rays flashed from his hand; 
and there he veiled his power. 

s Before him went pestilence, 
and plague followed close behind. 

b He stood and measured the earth; 
he looked and shook the nations; 

then the eternal mountains were 
scattered, 

the everlasting hills sank low. 
His ways were as of old. 

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in afflic
tion; 

the curtains of the land of Mid'ian 
did tremble. 

x Was thy wrath against tht: rivers, 
0 LORD? 

Was thy anger against the rivers, 
or thy indignation against the sea, 

when thou didst ride upon thy 
horses, 

upon thy chariot of victory? 
9 Thou didst strip the sheath from thy 

bow, 
and put the arrows to the string.; 

Selah 
Thou didst cleave the earth with 

rivers. 
10 The mountains saw thee, and 

writhed; 
the raging waters swept on; 

the deep gave forth its voice, 
it lifted its hands on high. 

11 The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitationJ 

at the light of thine arrows as they 
sped, 

at the flash of thy glittering spear. 
12 Thou didst bestride the earth in fury, 

thou didst trample the nations 
in anger. 

13 Thou wentest forth for the salvation 
of thy people, 

for the salvation of thy anointed. 
Thou didst crush the head of the 

wicked,k 
laying him bare from thigh to 

neck.' Selah 
14 Thou didst pierce with thym shafts 

the head of his warriors," 
who came like a whirlwind to 

scatter me, 
rejoicing as if to devour the poor in 

secret. 
IS Thou didst trample the sea with thy 

hon,es, 
the surging of mighty waters. 

Io I hear, and my body trembles, 
my lips quiver at the sound; 

rottenness enters into my bones, 
my steps totter" beneath me. 
will quietly wait for the day of 

trouble 
to come upon people who invade 

us. 

I 7 Though the fig tree do not blossom, 
nor fruit be on the vines, 

the produce of the olive fail 
and the fields yield no food, 

the flock be cut off from the fold 
and there be no herd in the stalls, 

18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will joy in the God of my salva

tion. 
19 Goo, the Lord, is my strength; 

he makes my feet like hinds' feet, 
he makes me tread upon my high 

places. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed,, 
instruments. 

1 Cn: Heb obscure J Heb uncertain A: Cn: Heb head from the house of the wicked I Heb obscure m Heb his 
" Vg Compare Gk Syr: Heb uncertain ° Cn Compare Gk: Heb I tremble because P Heb my stringed 



THE BOOK OF 

ZEPHANIAH 

1 The word of the LORD which came 
to Zephani'ah the son of Cushi, son 

of Gedali'ah, son of Arnari'ah, son of 
Hezeki'ah, in the days of Josi' ah the son 
of Amon, king of Judah. 

2 "I will utterly sweep away every
thing 

from the face of the earth," says the 
LORD. 

3 "I will sweep away man and beast; 
I will sweep away the birds of rhe 

air 
and rhe fish of rhe sea. 

I will overthrow" the wicked; 
I will cut off mankind 
from the face of the earrh," says rhe 

LORD. 
4 "I will stretch out my hand againsr 

Judah, 
and againsr all rhe inhabiranrs of 

Jerusalem; 
and I will cut off from chis place rhe 

remnant of Ba'al 
and the name of rhe idolatrous 

priests; 1' 
s chose who bow down on the roofs 

to the hose of the heavens; 
those who bow down and swear to 

the LORD 
and yer swear by Mil com; 

6 chose who have turned back from 
following rhe LORD, 

who do not seek the LORD or in
quire of him." 

7 Be silent before rhe Lord Goo! 
For rhe day of the LORD is at 

hand; 
rhe LORD has prepared a sacrifice 

and consecrared his guests. 
B And on rhe day of the LoRo's sacri

fice--
"I will punish rhe officials and the 

king's sons 
and all who array themselves in 

foreign attire. 
9 On char day I will punish 

every one who leaps over the 
threshold, 

and chose who fill rheir masrer's 
house 

with violence and fraud." 

10 "On char day," says rhe LORD, 
"a cry will be heard from the Fish 

Gate, 
a wail from rhe Second Quarter, 

a loud crash from rhe hills. 
11 Wail, 0 inhabiranrs of rhe Mortar! 

For all rhe rraders are no more ; 
all who weigh our silver are cur off. 

12 At thar rime I will search Jerusalem 
with lamps, 

and I will punish rhe men 
who are chickening upon rheir lees, 

chose who say in rheir hearts, 
'The LoRD will nor do good, 

nor will he do ill.' 
13 Their goods shall be plundered, 

and rheir houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 

they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 

they shall not drink wine from 
them." 

14 The great day of the LORD is near, 
near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the dav of the LORD is 
bitter, · 

the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15 A day of wrath is that day, 

a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 

a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

I 6 a day of trumpet blast and battle 
cry 

against the fortified cities 
and against the lofty battlements. 

17 I will bring distress on men, 
so that they shall walk like the 

blind, 
because they have sinned against 

the LORD; 
their blood shall be poured out like 

dust, 
and rheir flesh like dung. 

a Cn: Heb 1he stumbling blocks 11 Compare Gk: Heb idola1rous pries1s wfrh the priests 
1.7: Hab 2.20; Zech 2.13. 
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and the revilings of the Ammon

ites, 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 

shall be able to deliver them 
on the day of the wrath of the 

LORD. 
In the fire of his jealous wrath, 

all the earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, yea, sudden end 

he will make of all the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

2 Come together and hold assembly, 
0 shameless nation, 

2 before you are driven away 
like the drifting chaff, c 

before there comes upon you 
the fierce anger of the LORD, 

before there comes upon you 
the day of the wrath of the LORD. 

J Seek the LORD, all you humble of the 
land, 

who do his commands; 
seek righteousness, seek humility; 

perhaps you may be hidden 
on the day of the wrath of the 

LORD. 
4 For Gaza shall be deserted, 

and Ash'kelon shall become a 
desolation; 

Ashdod's people shall be driven out 
at noon, 

and Ekron shall be uprooted. 

s Woe to you inhabitants of the sea
coast, 

you nation of the Cher'ethites! 
The word of the LORD is against you, 

0 Canaan, land of the Philistines; 
and I will destroy you till no in

habitant is left. 
6 And you, 0 seacoast, shall be pas

tures, 
meadows for shepherds 
and folds for flocks. 

7 The seacoast shall become the pos-
session 

of the remnant of the house of 
Judah, 

on which they shall pasture, 
and in the houses of Ash'kelon 

they shall lie down at evening. 
For the LORD their God will be 

mindful of them 
and restore their fortunes. 

how they have taunted my people 
and made boasts against their 

territory. 
9 Therefore, as I live," says the LORD 

of hosts, 
the God of Israel, 

"Moab shall become like Sodom, 
and the Ammonites like Gomor' -

rah, 
a land possessed by nettles and salt 

pits, 
and a waste for ever. 

The remnant of my people shall 
plunder them, 

and the survivors of my nation shall 
possess them." 

10 This shall be their lot in return for 
their pride, 

because they scoffed and boasted 
against the· people of the LORD of 

hosts. 
II The LORD will be terrible against 

them; 
yea, he will famish all the gods of 

the earth, 
and to him shall bow down, 

each in its place, 
all the lands of the nations. 

12 You also, 0 Ethiopians, 
shall be slain by my sword. 

13 And he will stretch out his hand 
against the north, 

and destroy Assyria; 
and he will make Nin'eveh a dcsola-

tion, 
a dry waste like the desert. 

14 Herds shall lie down in the midst of 
her, 

all the beasts of the field ; d 

the vulture• and the hedgehog 
shall lodge in her capitals; 

the owl/ shall hoot in the window, 
the raveno croak on the threshold; 
for her cedar work will be laid 

bare. 
IS This is the exultant city 

that dwelt secure, 
that said to herself, 

"I am and there is none else." 
What a desolation she has become, 

8 "I have heard the taunts of Moab a lair for wild beasts! 
~ Cn Compare Gk Sl{: Heb before a decree is born; like chaff a day has passed away 
g ~( ~~ks:: 2~~/au~~ na1ion ~The meaning of 1he Hebrew word is uncenain I Cn: Heb a voice 

2.4-71 h 14.29-31; Jer 47; Ezek 25.15-17; Joel 3.4-8; Amoo 1.6-8; Zech 9.5-7. 
2.8-111 h 15-16; 25.10-12; Jer 48; Ezek 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3. 2-12: Is 18. 2.13-16: Is 10.5-34; Nahum. 
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to a pure speech, Every one who passes by her 

hisses and shakes his fist. 

3 Woe to her that is rebellious 
defiled, 

the oppressing city! 
2 She listens to no voice, 

she accepts no correction. 
She does not trust in the LORD, 

she does not draw near to 
God. 

3 Her officials within her 
are roaring lions ; 

her judges are evening wolves 

and 

her 

that leave nothing till the morning. 
4 Her prophets are wanton, 

faithless men; 
her priests profane what is sacred, 

they do violence to the law. 
5 The LORD within her is righteous, 

he does no wrong; 
every morning he shows forth his 

justice, 
each dawn he does not fail; 
but the unjust knows no shame. 

6 "I have cut off nations; 
their battlements are in ruins; 

I have laid waste their streets 
so that none walks in them; 

their cities have been made desolate, 
without a man, without an in

habitant. 
7 I said, 'Surely she will fear me, 

she will accept correction; 
she will not lose sight" 

of all that I have enjoined upon 
her.' 

But all the more they were eager 
to make all their deeds corrupt." 

8 "Therefore wait for me," says the 
LORD, 

"for the day when I arise as a 
witness. 

For my decision is to gather nations, 
to assemble kingdoms, 

to pour out upon them my indig
nation, 

all the heat of my anger; 
for in the fire of my jealous wrath 

all the earth shall be consumed. 

9 "Yea, at that time I will change the 
speech of the peoples 

that all of them may call on the name 
of the LORD 

and serve him with one accord. 
10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 

my suppliants, the daughter of my 
dispersed ones, 

shall bring my offering. 

11 "On that day you shall not be put to 
shame 

because of the deeds by which you 
have rebelled against me; 

for then I will remove from your 
midst 

your proudly exultant ones, 
and you shall no longer be haughty 

in my holy mountain. 
12 For I will leave in the midst of you 

a people humble and lowly. 
They shall seek refuge in the name of 

the LORD, 
13 those who are left in Israel; 

they shall do no wrong 
and utter no lies, 

nor shall there be found m their 
mouth 

a deceitful tongue. 
For they shall pasture and lie down, 

and none shall make them afraid." 

14 Sing aloud, 0 daughter of Zion; 
shout, 0 Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
0 daughter of Jerusalem! 

15 The LORD has taken away the judg
ments against you, 

he has cast out your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in 

your midst; 
you shall fear evil no more. 

16 On that day it shall be said to J eru
salem: 

"Do not fear, 0 Zion; 
let not your hands grow weak. 

17 The LORD, your God, is in your 
midst, 

a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

he will renew youi in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud 

singing 
18 as on a day of festival) 

"I will remove disaster' from you, 
so that you will not bear reproach 

for it. 
11 Gk Syr: Heb and her dw1.:lfo1g will 1101 be cue off i Gk Syr: Heb ht· will ht> silou j Gk Syr: Heb obscure 
k Cn: Heb they were 
3.13: Rev 14.5. 
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at the time when I gather you to

gether; 
19 Behold, at that time I will deal 

with all your oppressors. 
And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into 

praise 
and renown in all the earth. 

20 At that time I will bring you home, 

yea, I will make you renowned and 
praised 

among all the peoples of the 
earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes," says the LORD. 

THE BOOK OF 

HAGGAI 
1 In the second year of Darius the 

king, in the sixth month, on the 
first day of the month, the word of the 
LORD came by Haggai the prophet to 
Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Jehoz'adak, the high priest, 
2 "Thus says the LoRD of hosts: This 
people say the time has not yet come to 
rebuild the house of the LORD." 3 Then 
the word of the LORD came by Haggai 
the prophet, 4 "Is it a time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your paneled 
houses, while this house lies in ruins? 
s Now therefore thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Consider how you have fared. 
6 You have sown much, and harvested 
little; you eat, but you never have 
enough; you drink, but you never have 
your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no 
one is warm; and he who earns wages 
earns wages to put them into a bag with 
holes. 

7 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: Con
-;ider how you have fared. ~ Go up to the 
hills and bring wood and build the 
house, that I may take pleasure in it and 
that I may appear in my glory, says the 
LORD. 9 You have looked for much, and, 
lo, it came to little; and when you 
brought it home, I blew it away. Why? 
says the LORD of hosts. Because of my 
house that lies in ruins, while you busy 
yourselves each with his own house. 
111 Therefore the heavens above you 
have withheld the dew, and the earth 
has withheld its produce. llAnd I have 
called for a drought upon the land and 
the hills, upon the grain, the new wine, 
the oil, upon what the ground brings 
forth, upon men and cattle, and upon 
all their labors." 
2.8: Heb 12.26. 

12 Then Zerub'babel the son of She
al'ti-el, and Joshua the son of Jehoz' -
adak, the high priest, with all the rem
nant of the people, obeyed the voice of 
the LORD their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their 
God had sent him; and the people 
feared before the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, 
the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the 
people with the LORD'S message, "I am 
with you, says the LORD." 14And the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerub' -
babel the son of She-al'ti-el, governor 
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the 
son of Jehoz'adak, the high priest, and 
the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and worked on 
the house of the LoRD of hosts, their 
God, IS on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month, in the sixth month. 

2 In the second year of Darius the 
king, I in the seventh month, on the 

twenty-first day of the month, the word 
of the LORD came by Haggai the proph
et, 2 "Speak now to Zerub'babel the 
son of She-al'ti-el, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua the son of Jehoz'adak, the 
high priest, and to all the remnant of the 
people, and say, -1 'Who is left among 
you that saw this house in its former 
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not 
in your sight as nothing? 4 Yet now take 
courage, 0 Zerub'babel, says the LORD; 
take courage, 0 Joshua, son of Jehoz'
adak, the high priest; take courage, all 
you people of the land, says the LORD; 
work, for I am with you, says the LORD 
of hosts, 5 according to the promise that 
I made you when you came out of 
Egypt. My Spirit abides among you; 
fear not. 6 For thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will 
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shake the heavens and the earth and the placed upon a stone in the temple of the 
sea and the dry land; 7 and I will shake LORD, 16 how did you fare?" When one 
all nations, so that the treasures of all came to a heap of twenty measures, 
nations shall come in, and I will fill this there were but ten; when one came to 
house with splendor, says the LORD of the winevat to draw fifty measures, 
hosts. x The silver is mine, and the gold there were but twenty. 17 I smote you 
is mine, says the LORD of hosts. 9 The and all the products of your toil with 
latter splendor of this house shall be blight and mildew and hail; yet you did 
greater than the former, says the not return to me, says the LORD. ix Con
LORD of hosts; and in this place I sider from this day onward, from the 
will give prosperity, says the LORD of twenty-founh day of the ninth month. 
hosts.' " Since the day that the foundation of the 

I 0 On the twenty-fourth day of the LORD's temple was laid, consider: I 'I Is 
ninth month, in the second year of the seed yet in the barn? Do the vine, 
Darius, the word of the LORD came by the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the 
Haggai the prophet, 11 "Thus says the olive tree still yield nothing? From thi' 
LORD of hosts: Ask the priests to decide day on I will bless you." 
this question, 12 'If one carries holy 20 The word of the LORD came a 
flesh in the skirt of his garment, and second time to Haggai on the twenty
touches with his skin bread, or pottage, fourth day of the month, 21 "Speak to 
or wine, or oil, or any kind of food, does Zerub'babel, governor of Judah, saying, 
it become holy?' " The priests an- I am about to shake the heavens and the 
swered, "No." I.I Then said Haggai, earth, 22 and to overthrow the throne ol 
"If one who is unclean by contact with kingdoms; I am about to destroy the 
a dead body touches any of these, does strength of the kingdoms of the nations, 
it become unclean?" The priests an- and overthrow the chariots and their 
swered, "It does become unclean." riders; and the horses and their riders 
14 Then Haggai said, "So is it with this shall go down, every one by the sword of 
people, and with this nation before his fellow. 2.1 On that day, says the LORD 
me, says the LORD; and so with every of hosts, I will take you, 0 Zerub'babel 
work of their hands; and what they my servant, the son of She-al' ti-el, says 
offer there is unclean: 15 Pray now, the LORD, and make you like a signet 
consider what will come to pass from ring; for I have chosen you, says the 
this day onward. Before a stone was LORD of hosts." 

THE BOOK OF 

ZECHARIAH 

1 In the eighth month, in the second 
year of Darius, the word of the 

LORD came to Zechari'ah the son of 
Berechi'ah, son of lddo, the prophet, 
saying, 2 "The LORD was very angry 
with your fathers. -1 Therefore say to 
them, Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, 
and I will return to you, says the LORD 
of hosts. 4 Be not like your fathers, to 
whom the former prophets cried out, 
'Thus says the LORD of hosts, Return 
from your evil ways and from your evil 
deeds.' But they did not hear or heed 
me, says the LORD. 5 Your fathers, 
a Gk: Heb si,rcc 1he_v we,-e 

where are they? And the prophets, do 
thev live for ever? 6 But mv words and 
my. statutes, which I commanded mv 
servants the prophets, did they no.I 
overtake your fathers? So they repented 
and said, As the LORD of hosts pur
posed to deal with us for our ways and 
deeds, so has he dealt with us." 

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
eleventh month which is the month of 
Shebat, in the second year of Darius, 
the word of the LORD came to Zechari'
ah the son of Berechi'ah, son of lddo, 
the prophet; and Zechari'ah said, s "I 
saw in the night, and behold, a man 
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riding upon a red horse! He was stand- are you going?" And he said to me, 
ing among the myrtle trees in the glen; "To measure Jerusalem, to see what is 
and behind him were red, sorrel, and its breadth and what is its length." 3And 
white horses. 9 Then I said, 'What are behold, the angel who talked with me 
these, my lord?' The angel who talked came forward, and another angel came 
with me said to me, 'I will show you forward to meet him, 4 and said to him, 
what they are.' 10 So the man who was "Run, say to that young man, 'Jeru
standing among the myrtle trees an- salem shall be inhabited as villages with
swered, 'These are they whom the out walls, because of the multitude of 
LORD has sent to patrol the earth.' men and canle in it. s For I will be 
llAnd they answered the angel of the to her a wall of fire round about, says 
LORD who was standing among the the LORD, and I will be the glory within 
myrtle trees, 'We have patrolled the her.' " 
earth, and behold, all the earth remains 6 Ho! ho! Flee from the land of the 
at rest.' 12 Then the angel of the LORD north, says the LORD; for I have spread 
said, 'O LORD of hosts, how long wilt you abroad as the four winds of the 
thou have no mercy on Jerusalem and heavens, says the LORD. 7 Ho! Escape 
the cities of Judah, against which thou to Zion, you who dwell with the daugh
hast had indignation these seventy ter of Babylon. 8 For thus said the 
years?' BAnd the LORD answered LORD of hosts, after his glory sent me 
gracious and comforting words to the to the nations who plundered you, for 
angel who talked with me. 14 So the he who touches you touches the apple 
angel who talked with me said to me, of his eye: 9 "Behold, I will shake my 
'Cry out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: hand over them, and they shall become 
I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem plunder for those who served them. 
and for Zion. 15And I am very angry Then you will know that the LORD of 
with the nations that are at ease; for hosts has sent me. 10 Sing and rejoice, 0 
while I was angry but a little they daughter of Zion; for lo, I come and I 
furthered the disaster. 16 Therefore, will dwell in the midst of you, says the 
thus says the LORD, I have returned to LORD. HAnd many nations shall join 
Jerusalem with compassion; my house themselves to the LORD in that day, and 
shall be built in it, says the LORD of shall be my people; and I will dwell in 
hosts, and the measuring line shall be the midst of you, and you shall know 
stretched out over Jerusalem. 17 Cry that the LORD of hosts has sent me to 
again, Thus says the LORD of hosts: you. 12And the LORD will inherit Judah 
My cities shall again overflow with as his portion in the holy land, and will 
prosperity, and the LORD will again again choose Jerusalem." 
comfo~t,, Zion and again choose J eru- 13 Be silent, all flesh, before the 
salem. LORD; for he has roused himself from 

18" And I lifted my eyes and saw, his holy dwelling. 
and behold, four horns! 19And I said 3 Then he showed me Joshua the 
to the angel who talked with me, high priest standing before the 
"What are these?" And he answered angel of the LORD, and Satan standing 
me, "These are the horns which have at his right hand to accuse him. 2And 
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem." the LORD said to Satan, "The LORD 
zo Then the LORD showed me four rebuke you, 0 Satan! The LORD who 
smiths. ZIAnd I said, "What are these has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is 
coming to do?" He answered, "These not this a brand plucked from the 
arc the horns which scattered Judah, so fire?" 3 Now Joshua was standing before 
that no man raised his head; and these the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 
have come to terrify them, to cast down 4And the angel said to those who were 
the horns of the nations who lifted up standing before him, "Remove the 
their horns against the land of Judah filthy garments from him." And to him 
to scatter it." he said, "Behold, I have taken your 

21
' And I lifted my eyes and saw, iniquity away from you, and I will 
and behold, a man with a measuring clothe you with rich apparel." SAnd I 

line in his hand ! 2 Then I said, "Where said, "Let them put a clean turban on 
"Ch 2.1 m Heb 11 Ch 2.5 in Heb 
2.13: Hab 2.20; Zcph 1.7. 3.2: Jude 9. 
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his head." So they put a clean turban 
on his head and clothed him with gar
ments; and the angel of the LORD was 
standing by. 

6 And the angel of the LORD en
joined Joshua, 7 "Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: If you will walk in my ways 
and keep my charge, then you shall rule 
my house and have charge of my 
courts, and I will give you the right of 
access among those who are standing 
here. ~Hear now, 0 Joshua the high 
priest, you and your friends who sit 
before you, for they are men of good 
omen: behold, I will bring my servant 
the Branch. 9 For behold, upon the 
stone which I have set before Joshua, 
upon a single stone with seven facets, I 
will engrave its inscription, says the 
LORD of hosts, and I will remove the 
guilt of this land in a single day. 10 In 
that day, says the LORD of hosts, every 
one of you will invite his neighbor under 
his vine and under his fig tree." 

4 And the angel who talked with 
me came again, and waked me, 

like a man that is wakened out of his 
sleep. 2And he said to me, "What do 
you see?" I said, "I see, and behold, a 
lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the 
top of it, and seven lamps on it, with 
seven lips on each of the lamps which 
are on the top of it. 3And there are two 
olive trees by it, one on the right of the 
bowl and the other on its left." 4And I 
said to the angel who talked with me, 
"What are these, my lord?" 5 Then the 
angel who talked with me answered me, 
"Do you not know what these are?" 
I said, "No, my lord." 6 Then he said to 
me, "This is the word of the LORD to 
Zerub'babel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD 
of hosts. 7 What are you, 0 great moun
tain? Before Zerub'babel you shall be
come a plain; and he shall bring forward 
the top stone amid shouts of 'Grace, 
grace to it!' "R Moreover the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 9 "The hands 
of Zerub'babel have laid the foundation 
of this house; his hands shall also com
plete it. Then you will know that the 
LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 10 For 
whoever has despised the day of small 
things shall rejoice, and shall see the 
plummet in the hand of Zerub'babel. 

c Cn: Heb gold d Gk Compare Syr: Heb CJ't' 

3.8: ls 4.2; )er 23.5; 33.15; Zech 6.12. 
3.10: Mic 44 4.3, 11-14: Rev 11.4. 4.10: Rev 5.6. 

"These seven are the eyes of the 
LORD, which range through the whole 
earth." 11 Then I said to him, "What 
are these two olive trees on the right and 
the left of the lampstand?" I2And a 
second time I said to him, "What are 
these two branches of the olive trees, 
which are beside the two golden pipes 
from which the oil< is poured out?" 
13 He said to me, "Do you not know 
what these are?" I said, "No, my lord." 
14 Then he said, "These are the two 
anointed who stand by the Lord of the 
whole earth." 

5 Again I lifted my eyes and saw, 
and behold, a flying scroll! 2And 

he said to me, "What do you see?" I 
answered, "I see a flying scroll; its 
length is twenty cubits, and its breadth 
ten cubits." 3 Then he said to me, 
"This is the curse that goes out over the 
face of the whole land; for every one 
who steals shall be cut off henceforth 
according to it, and every one who 
swears falsely shall be cut off hence
forth according to it. 4 I will send it 
forth, says the LORD of hosts, and it 
shall enter the house of the thief, and 
the house of him who swears falsely by 
my name; and it shall abide in his house 
and consume it, both timber and 
stones." 

5 Then the angel who talked with me 
came forward and said to me, "Lift 
your eyes, and see what this is that goes 
forth." 6And I said, "What is it?" He 
said, "This is the ephah that goes 
forth." And he said, "This is their 
iniquityd in all the land." 7And behold, 
the leaden cover was lifted, and there 
was a woman sitting in the ephah ! 
8And he said, "This is Wickedness." 
And he thrust her back into the ephah, 
and thrust down the leaden weight 
upon its mouth. 9 Then I lifted my eyes 
and saw, and behold, two women com
ing forward ! The wind was in their 
wings; they had wings like the wings of 
a stork, and they lifted up the ephah 
between earth and heaven. io Then I 
said to the angel who talked with me, 
"Where are they taking the ephah?" 
11 He said to me, "To the land of 
Shinar, to build a house for it; and 
when this is prepared, they will set the 
ephah down there on its base." 
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6 And again I lifted my eyes and 7 In the fourth year of King Darius, 
saw, and behold, four chariots came the word of the LORD came to 

out from between two mountains; and Zechari'ah in the fourth day of the 
the mountains were mountains of ninth month, which is Chislev. 2 Now 
bronze. 2 The first chariot had red the people of Bethel had sent Share'zer 
horses, the second black horses, 3 the and Reg'em-mel'ech and their men, to 
third white horses, and the fourth entreat the favor of the LORD, 3 and to 
chariot dappled gray• horses. 4 Then I ask the priests of the house of the LORD 
said to the angel who talked with me, of hosts and the prophets, "Should I 
"What are these, my lord?" 5And the mourn and fast in the fifth month, as I 
angel answered me, "These are going have done for so many years?" 4 Then 
forth to the four winds of heaven, after the word of the LORD of hosts came to 
presenting themselves before the LORD me; s "Say to all the people of the land 
of all the earth. 6 The chariot with the and the priests, When you fasted and 
black horses goes toward the north mourned in the fifth month and in the 
country, the white ones go toward the seventh, for these seventy years, was it 
west country/ and the dappled ones go for me that you fasted? 6And when you 
toward the south country." 7 When the eat and when you drink, do you not eat 
steeds came out, they were impatient to for yourselves and drink for yourselves? 
get off and patrol the earth. And he 7 When Jerusalem was inhabited and in 
said, "Go, patrol the earth." So they pa- prosperity, with her cities round about 
trolled the earth. 8 Then he cried to her, and the South and the lowland 
me, "Behold, those who go toward the were inhabited, were not these the 
north country have set my Spirit at words which the LORD proclaimed by 
rest in the north country." the former prophets?" 

9 And the word of the LORD came to 8 And the word of the LORD came 
me: 10 "Take from the exiles Heldai, to Zechari'ah, saying, 9 "Thus says the 
Tobi'jah, and Jedai'ah, who have ar- LORD of hosts, Render true judgments, 
rived from Babylon; and go the same show kindness and mercy each to his 
day to the house of Josi'ah, the son of brother, 10 do not oppress the widow, 
Zephani'ah. II Take from them silver the fatherless, the sojourner, or the 
and gold, and make a crown,g and set poor; and let none of you devise evil 
it upon the head of Joshua, the son of against his brother in your heart." 
Jehoz'adak, the high priest; 12 and say 11 But they refused to hearken, and 
to him, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, turned a stubborn shoulder, and stopped 
"Behold, the man whose name is the their ears that they might not hear. 
Branch: for he shall grow up in his 12 They made their hearts like adamant 
place, and he shall build the temple of lest they should hear the law and the 
the LoRD. 13 It is he who shall build the words which the LORD of hosts had 
temple of the LORD, and shall bear sent by his Spirit through the former 
royal honor, and shall sit and rule upon prophets. Therefore great wrath came 
his throne. And there shall be a priest from the LORD of hosts. IJ "As I called, 
by his throne, and peaceful under- and they would not hear, so they called, 
standing shall be between them both." ' and I would not hear," says the LORD 
14And the crownh shall be in the temple of hosts, 14 "and I scattered them with 
of the LORD as a reminder to Heldai,i a whirlwind among all the nations which 
Tobi'jah, Jedai'ah, and Josi'ahi the son they had not known. Thus the land they 
of Zephani'ah. left was desolate, so that no one went to 

15 "And those who are far off shall and fro, and the pleasant land was made 
come and help to build the temple of the desolate." 
LORD; and you shall know that the 8 And the word of the LORD of hosts 
LORD of hosts has sent me to you. And came to me, saying, 2 "Thus says 
this shall come to pass, if you will the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for 
diligently obey the voice of the LORD Zion with great jealousy, and I am 
your God." jealous for her with great wrath. J Thus 

~~~ti~~~ ~~b ~~~eap,inJk~fH~h ~~~~w }";~~sv~~5~e~~~nH~ c,fe/e~cb afrer 1hem 
J With verse 10: Heb Hen 
8.1-3: Rev 6.2-8. 8.5: Rev 7.1. 8.12: Is 4.2; )er 23.5; JJ.15; Zech J.8. 
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says the LORD: I will return to Zion, 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, 
and Jerusalem shall be called the faith
ful city, and the mountain of the LORD 
of hosts, the holy mountain. 4 Thus 
says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old 
women shall again sit in the streets of 
Jerusalem, each with staff in hand for 
very age. 'And the streets of the city 
shall be full of boys and girls playing in 
its streets. 6 Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of 
the remnant of this people in these days, 
should it also be marvelous in my sight, 
says the LORD of hosts? 7 Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save my 
people from the east country and from 
the west country; 8 and I will bring 
them to dwell in the midst of Jeru
salem; and they shall be my people and 
I will be their God, in faithfulness and 
in righteousness." 

9 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Let 
your hands be strong, you who in these 
days have been hearing these words 
from the mouth of the prophets, since 
the day that the foundation of the house 
of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the 
temple might be built. 10 For before 
those days there was no wage for man 
or any wage for beast, neither was there 
any safety from the foe for him who 
went out or came in ; for I set every 
man against his fellow. 11 But now I will 
not deal with the remnant of this people 
as in the former days, says the LORD 
of hosts. 12 For there shall be a sowing 
of peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, 
and the ground shall give its increase, 
and the heavens shall give their dew; 
and I will cause the remnant of this 
people to possess all these things. llAnd 
as you have been a byword of cursing 
among the nations, 0 house of Judah 
and house of Israel, so will I save you 
and you shall be a blessing. Fear not, 
but let your hands be strong." 

14 For thus says the LORD of hosts: 
"As I purposed to do evil to you, when 
your fathers provoked me to wrath, and 
I did not relent, says the LORD of 
hosts, 15 so again have I purposed in 
these days to do good to Jerusalem and 
to the house of Judah; fear not. 16 These 
are the things that you shall do: Speak 
the truth to one another, render in your 
gates judgments that are true and make 
k Cn: Heb the t'Yt' of Adam (or ma,,) 
8.16: Eph 4.25. 

for peace, 17 do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another, and love no 
false oath, for all these things I hate, 
says the LORD." 

18 And the word of the LORD of hosts 
came to me, saying, 19 "Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: The fast uf the fourth 
month, and the fast of the fifth, and the 
fast of the seventh, and the fast of the 
tenth, shall be to the house of Judah 
seasons of joy and gladness, and cheer
ful feasts; therefore love truth and 
peace. 

20 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Peoples shall yet come, even the in
habitants of many cities; 21 the in
habitants of one city shall go to another, 
saying, 'Let us go at once to entreat the 
favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD 
of hosts; I am going.' 22 i'v\any peoples 
and strong nations shall come to seek 
the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to 
entreat the favor of the LoRD. 21 Thus 
says the LORD of hosts: In those days 
ten men from the nations of even· 
tongue shall take hold of the robe of a 
Jew, saying, 'Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you.' " 

9 An Oracle 

The word of the LORD is against the 
land of Hadrach 

and will rest upon Damascus. 
For to the LORD belong the cities of 

Aram,'-
even as all the tribes of Israel; 

2 Hamath also, which borders thereon, 
Tyre and Sidon, though they are 

very wise. 
3 Tyre has built herself a rampart, 

and heaped up silver like dust, 
and gold like the dir: of the streets. 

4 But lo, the Lord will strip her of her 
possessions 

and hurl her wealth into the sea, 
and she shall be de\·oured by fire. 

5 Ash 'kelon shall see it, and be afraid; 
Gaza too, and shall writhe in 

anguish; 
Ekron also, because its hopes are 

confounded. 
The king shall perish from Gaza; 

Ash'kelon shall be uninhabited; 
6 a mongrel people shall dwell m 

Ashdod; 
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and I will make an end of the pride 

of Philistia. 
7 I will take away its blood from its 

mouth, 
and its abominations from be

tween its teeth ; 
it too shall be a remnant for our God ; 

it shall be like a clan in Judah, 
and Ekron shall be like the Jeb' -

usites. 
H Then I will encamp at my house as a 

guard, 
so that none shall march to and 

fro; 
no oppressor shall again overrun 

them, 
for now I see with my own eyes. 

Y Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion! 
Shout aloud, 0 daughter of Jeru

salem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 

triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on an ass, 

on a colt the foal of an ass. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from 

E'phraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the 

nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 

I I As for you also, because of the blood 
of my covenant with you, 

I will set your captives free from 
the waterless pit. 

12 Return to your stronghold, 0 pris
oners of hope ; 

today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 

I.I For I have bent Judah as my bow; 
I have made E'phraim its arrow. 

I will brandish your sons, 0 Zion, 
over your sons, 0 Greece, 
and wield you like a warrior's 

sword. 

14 Then the LORD will appear over 
them, 

and. his arrow go forth like light-

the 
nmg; 
Lord GOD 

trumpet, 
will sound the 

1 Cn: Heh 1hc (/i11xJ1onn "' Gk: Heh he turhulenr 
11 Or hc-got.JtJ 
9.9: Mt 21.5; Jn 12.15. 

and march forth in the whirlwinds 
of the south. 

15 The LORD of hosts will protect them, 
and they shall devour and tread 

down the slingers ;t 
and they shall drink their blood m 

like wine, 
and be full like a bowl, 
drenched like the corners of the 

altar. 

16 On that day the LORD their God will 
save them 

for they are the flock of his people; 
for like the jewels of a crown 

they shall shine on his land. 
I 7 Yea, how good and how fair it shall 

be! 
Grain shall make the young men 

flourish, 
and new wine the maidens. 

lo Ask rain from the LORD 
in the season of the spring rain, 

from the LORD who makes the storm 
clouds, 

who gives men showers of rain, 
to every one the vegetation in the 

field. 
2 For the teraphim utter nonsense, 

and the diviners see lies; 
the dreamers tell false dreams, 

and give empty consolation. 
Therefore the people wander like 

sheep; 
they are afflicted for want of a 

shepherd. 

J "My anger is hot against the shep
herds, 

and I will punish the leaders ; 11 

for the LORD of hosts cares for his 
flock, the house of Judah, 

and will make them like his proud 
steed in battle. 

4 Out of them shall come the corner
stone, 

out of them the tent peg, 
out of them the battle bow, 

out of them every ruler. 
s Together they shall be like mighty 

men in battle, 
trampling the foe in the mud of the 

streets; 
they shall fight because the LORD is 

with them, 
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for the thick forest has been felled! and they shall confound the riders 

on horses. 

6 "I will strengthen the house of 
Judah, 

and I will save the house of Joseph. 
I will bring them back because I have 

compassion on them, 
and they shall be as though I had 

not rejected them; 
for I am the LORD their God and I 

will answer them. 
7 Then E'phraim shall become like a 

mighty warrior, 
and their hearts shall be glad as 

with wine. 
Their children shall see it and re-

joice, 
their hearts shall exult in 

LORD. 
the 

8 "I will signal for them and gather 
them in, 

for I have redeemed them, 
and they shall be as many as of old. 

9 Though I scattered them among the 
nations, 

yet in far countries they shall re
member me, 

and with their children they shall 
live and return. 

10 I will bring them home from the land 
of Egypt, 

and gather them from Assyria; 
and I will bring them to the land of 

Gilead and to Lebanon, 
till there is no room for them. 

11 They shall pass through the sea of 
Egypt," 

and the waves of the sea shall be 
smitten, 

and all the depths of the Nile dried 
up. 

The pride of Assyria shall be laid low, 
and the scepter of Egypt shall de

part. 
12 I will make them strong in the LORD 

and they shall gloryP in his name," 
says the LORD. 

11 Open your doors, 0 Lebanon, 
that the fire may devour your 
cedars! 

2 Wail, 0 cypress, for the cedar has 
fallen, 

for the glorious trees are ruined! 
Wail, oaks of Bashan, 

J Hark, the wail of the shepherds, 
for their glory is despoiled! 

Hark, the roar of the lions, 
for the jungle of the Jordan is laid 

waste! 

4 Thus said the LORD my God : 
"Become shepherd of the flock doomed 
to slaughter. s Those who buy them 
slay them and go unpunished; and those 
who sell them say, 'Blessed be the 
LORD, I have become rich'; and their 
own shepherds have no pity on them. 
6 For I will no longer have pity on the 
inhabitants of this land, says the LoRD. 
Lo, I will cause men to fall each into the 
hand of his shepherd, and each into the 
hand of his king; and they shall crush 
the earth, and I will deliver none from 
their hand." 

7 So I became the shepherd of the 
flock doomed to be slain for those who 
trafficked in the sheep. And I took two 
staffs ; one I named Grace, the other I 
named Union. And I tended the sheep. 
8 In one month I destroyed the three 
shepherds. But I became impatient with 
them, and they also detested me. 9 So I 
said, "I will not be your shepherd. What 
is to die, let it die; what is to be de
stroyed, let it be destroyed; and let 
those that are left devour the flesh of 
one another." IOAnd I took my staff 
Grace, and I broke it, annulling the 
covenant which I had made with all the 
peoples. II So it was annulled on that 
day, and the traffickers in the sheep, 
who were watching me, knew that it was 
the word of the LORD. 12 Then I said 
to them, "If it seems right to you, give 
me my wages; but if not, keep them." 
And they weighed out as my wages 
thirty shekels of silver. D Then the 
LORD said to me, "Cast it into the 
treasury"'1-the lordly price at which I 
was paid off by them. So I took the 
thirty shekels of silver and cast them 
into the treasury" in the house of the 
LORD. 14 Then I broke my seccmd staff 
Union, annulling the brotherhood be
tween Judah and Israel. 

15 Then the LORD said to me, 'Take 
once more the implements of a worth
less shepherd. 16 For lo, I am raising up 
in the land a shepherd who does not care 
for the perishing, or seek the wander-

° Cn: Heb distress 11 Gk: Heb w1.1lk Q Syr: Heb 1,1 tht' pottfr 
11.12-13: Mi 26.15: 27.9. 



Oracle concerning Israel 839 ZECHARIAH 13 
mg,' or heal the maimed, or nourish the plication, so that, when they look on 
sound, but devours the flesh of the fat him whom they have pierced, they shall 
ones, tearing off even their hoofs. mourn for him, as one mourns for an 
17 Woe to my worthless shepherd, only child, and weep bitterly over him, 

who deserts the flock! as one weeps over a first-born. ll On 
May the sword smite his arm that day the mourning in Jerusalem will 

and his right eye! be as great as the mourning for Hadad-
Let his arm be wholly withered, rim'mon in the plain of Megid'do. 

his right eye utterly blinded!" 12 The land shall mourn, each family by 
itself; the family of the house of David 
by itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the house of Nathan by 
itself, and their wives by themselves; 
IJ the family of the house of Levi by 
itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the Shim'e-ites by itself, 
and their wives by themselves; 14 and 
all the families that are left, each by 
itself, and their wives by themselves. 

12 An Oracle 

The word of the LORD concerning 
Israel : Thus says the LORD, who 
stretched out the heavens and founded 
the earth and formed the spirit of man 
within him: 2 "Lo, I am about t<:J make 
Jerusalem a cup of reeling to all the 
peoples round about; it will be against 
Judah also in the siege against J eru
salem. J On that day I will make Jeru
salem a heavy stone for all the peoples; 
all who lift it :;hall grievously hurt them
selves. And all the nations of the earth 
will come together against it. 4 On that 
day, says the LORD, I will strike every 
horse wich panic, and its rider with 
madness. But upon che house of Judah 
I will open my eyes, when I strike every 
horse of the peoples with blindness. 
s Then the clans of Judah shall say to 
themselves, 'The inhabitants of Jeru
salem have strength through the LORD 
of hosts, their God.' 

6 "On chat day I will make the clans 
of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst 
of wood, like a flaming torch among 
sheaves; and they shall devour to the 
right and to the left all the peoples 
round about, while Jerusalem shall still 
be inhabited in its place, in Jerusalem. 

7 "And the LORD will give victory to 
the tents of Judah first, that the glory of 
the house of David and the glory of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be 
exalted over that of Judah. H On that day 
the LORD will put a shield about the in
habitants of Jerusalem so that the 
feeblest among them on that day shall 
be like David, and the house of David 
shall be like God, like the angel of the 
LORD, at their head. 9And on that day I 
will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. 

10 "And I will pour out on the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jeru
salem a spirit of compassion and sup-

13 "On that day there shall be a 
fountain opened for the house of 

David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
to cleanse them from sin and unclean
ness. 

2 "And on that day, says the LORD of 
hosts, I will cut off the names of the 
idols from the land, so that they shall be 
remembered no more; and also I will re
move from the land the prophets and 
the unclean spirit. JAnd if any one again 
appears as a prophet, his father and 
mother who bore him will say to him, 
'You shall not live, for you speak lies in 
the name of the LORD'; and his father 
and mother who bore him shall pierce 
him through when he prophesies. 4 On 
that day every prophet will be ashamed 
of his vision when he prophesies; he 
will not put on a hairy mantle in order 
to deceive, s but he will say, 'I am no 
prophet, I am a tiller of the soil ; for 
the land has been my possession' since 
my youth.' 6And if one asks him, 
'What are these wounds on your back?' 
he will say, 'The wounds I received in 
the house of my friends.' " 

7 "Awake, 0 sword, against my shep
herd, 

against the man who stands next 
to me," 

says the LORD of hosts. 
"Strike the shepherd, that the sheep 

may be scattered; 
I will turn my hand against the 

little ones. 
8 In the whole land, says the LORD, 

' Syr Compare Gk Vg: Heb the youth 1 Cn; Heb for mcm has caused me to possess 
12.10: Jn 19.37. 13.7: Mt 26.31; Mk 14.27. 
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two thirds shall 

perish, 

840 Universal reign of God 
be cut off and remain aloft upon its site from the 

and one third shall be left alive. 
9 And I will put this third into the 

fire, 
and refine them as one refines 

silver, 
and test them as gold is tested. 

They will call on my name, 
and I will answer them. 

Gate of Benjamin to the place of rhe 
former gate, to the Comer Gate, and 
from the Tower of Han'anel to the 
king's wine presses. llAnd ir shall be 
inhabited, for there shall be no more 
curse; r Jerusalem shall dwell in se-
curity. 

12 And this shall be the plague with 
which rhe LORD will smite all the 
peoples that wage war againsr J eruI will say, 'They are my people'; 

and they will say, 'The LORD 
my God.'" 

is salem: rheir flesh shall roe while they 

14 Behold, a day of the LORD is 
coming, when rhe spoil taken 

from you will be divided in the midsr of 
you. 2 For I will gather all rhe narions 
againsr Jerusalem to banle, and rhe ciry 
shall be raken and rhe houses plundered 
and rhe women ravished; half of rhe 
ciry shall go into exile, bur rhe rest of 
rhe people shall not be cur off from rhe 
ciry. 3 Then rhe LORD will go forth and 
fighr againsr chose narions as when he 
fighrs on a day of battle. 4 On chat day 
his feet shall srand on the Mounr of 
Olives which lies before Jerusalem on 
rhe ease; and rhe Mount of Olives shall 
be splir in rwo from ease to wesr by a 
very wide valley; so thar one half of the 
Mount shall wirhdraw northward, and 
the other half southward. 5And the 
valley of my mountains shall be stopped 
up, for the valley of the mountains shall 
touch the side of ir; and you shall flee 
as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzzi'ah king of Judah. Then 
the LORD your" God will come, and all 
the holy ones with him. ,. 

6 On thar day there shall be neither 
cold nor frosr. w 7 And there shall be 
continuous day (it is known to the 
LORD), not day and not night, for ar 
evening time rhere shall be light. 

8 On char day living waters shall flow 
out from Jerusalem, half of them to the 
eastern sea and half of them to the 
western sea; it shall continue in swruner 
as in winter. 

9 And the LORD will become king 
over all the earth; on that day the LORD 
will be one and his name one. 

10 The whole land shall be rurned 
inro a plain from Geba to Rimmon 
south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall 

are still on their feet, rheir eyes shall rot 
in their sockers, and their tongues shall 
rot in their mouths. DAnd on thar day a 
grear panic from rhe LORD shall fall on 
chem, so thar each will lay hold on rhe 
hand of his fellow, and the hand of the 
one will be raised againsr rhe hand of the 
ocher; 14 even Judah will fighr againsr 
Jerusalem. And rhe wealth of all rhe 
narions round abour shall be collecred, 
gold, silver, and garments in great abun
dance. 15And a plague like chis plague 
shall fall on rhe horses, the mules, the 
camels, rhe asses, and wharever beasrs 
may be in chose camps. 

16 Then every one that survives of all 
rhe narions char have come againsr 
Jerusalem shall go up year after year to 
worship rhe King, rhe LORD of hoses, 
and to keep the feasr of booths. 17 And 
if any of the families of rhe earth do nor 
go up to Jerusalem co worship the 
King, rhe LORD of hoses, there will be 
no rain upon chem. 18And if rhe family 
of Egypr do nor go up and present 
rhemselves, rhen upon them shall.v 
come rhe plague with which the LoRD 
afflicts the nations thar do nor go up to 
keep rhe feasr of booths. 19 This shall 
be rhe punishment to Egypr and the 
punishment to all the nations char do 
nor go up to keep the feast of boorhs. 

20 And on char day rhere shall be in
scribed on the bells of rhe horses, 
"Holy to rhe LORD." And rhe pors in 
rhe house of rhe LORD shall be as the 
bowls before rhe altar; 21 and every por 
in Jerusalem and Judah shall be sacred 
to rhe LORD of hoses, so that all who 
sacrifice may come and take of them and 
boil the flesh of rhe sacrifice in them. 
And Chere shall no longer be a trader in 
rhe house of the LORD of hosts on thar 
day. 

"Heb my 1
' Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb you 11

' Compare Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb uncertain 
.r Or ban of uucr dcs1mc11-o,, Y Gk Syr: Heb shall flOl 

14.8: Ezck 47.1-12; Rev 22.1-2. 14.11: Rev 22.3. 14.18-19: Is 19; Jer 46; Ezek 29-32. 



THE BOOK OF 

MALACHI 

1 The oracle of the word of the 
LORD to Israel by Mal'achi. 0 

2 "I have loved you," says the LORD. 
But you say, "How hast thou loved 
us?" "Is not Esau Jacob's brother?" 
says the LoRD. "Yet I have loved Jacob 
J but I have hated Esau; I have laid 
waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of the desert." 4 If 
Edom says, "We are shattered but we 
will rebuild the ruins," the LORD of 
hosts says, "They may build, but I 
will tear down, till they are called the 
wicked country, the people with whom 
the LORD is angry for ever." s Your 
own eyes shall see this, and you shall 
say, "Great is the LORD, beyond the 
border of Israel ! " 

6 "A son honors his father, and a 
servant his master. If then I am a father, 
where is my honor? And if I am a 
master, where is my fear? says the 
LORD of hosts to you, 0 priests, who 
despise my name. You say, 'How have 
we despised thy name?' 7 By offering 
polluted food upon my altar. And you 
say, 'How have we polluted it?'" By 
thinking that the LoRD's table may be 
despised. 8 When you offer blind 
animals in sacrifice, is that no evil? And 
when you offer those that are lame or 
sick, is that no evil? Present that to your 
governor; will he be pleased with you or 
show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. 
4And now entreat the favor of God, 
that he may be gracious to us. With 
such a gift from your hand, will he show 
favor to any of you? says the LoRD of 
hosts. 111 Oh, that there were one among 
you who would shut the doors, that you 
might not kindle fire upon my altar in 
vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the 
LoRD of hosts, and I will not accept an 
offering from your hand. II For from 
the rising of the sun to its setting my 
name is great among the nations, and in 
every place incense is offered to my 
name, and a pure offering; for my name 

is great among the nations, says the 
LORD of hosts. 12 But you profane it 
when you say that the LORD's table is 
polluted, and the food for ire may be 
despised. 13 'Whac a weariness chis is,' 
you say, and you sniff ac me,'1 says che 
LORD of hosts. You bring what has been 
taken by violence or is lame or sick, and 
this you bring as your offering! Shall I 
accepc thac from your hand? says the 
LORD. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a 
male in his flock, and vows it, and yec 
sacrifices to the Lord whac is blem
ished; for I am a greac King, says che 
LORD of hoses, and my name is feared 
among che nacions. 

2 "And now, 0 priescs, this com
mand is for you. 2 If you will not 

listen, if you will nor lay it to hearc co 
give glory to my name, says che LoRD 
of hosts, Chen I will send the curse upon 
you and I will curse your blessings; in
deed I have already cursed them, be
cause you do nor lay it co hearc. J Be
hold, I will rebuke your offspring, and 
spread dung upon your faces, che dung 
of your offerings, and I will puc you our 
of my presence.' 4 So shall you know 
char I have sent chis command co you, 
thac my covenant wich Levi may hold, 
says the LORD of hoses. s My covenant 
with him was a covenant of life and 
peace, and I gave chem co him, chat he 
mighc fear; and he feared me, he stood 
in awe of my name. 6 True instruction/ 
was in his mouth, and no wrong was 
found on his lips. He walked with me 
in peace and uprightness, and he curned 
many from iniquity. 7 For che lips of a 
priest should guard knowledge, and 
men should seek inscruccionf from his 
mouth, for he is the messenger of 
the LORD of hosts. 8 But you have 
turned aside from che way; you have 
caused many to stumble by your in
struccion ;I you have corrupted the cove
nant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, 
9 and so I make you despised and 

~. \)t "!Y memmger 11 Gk: Heb thee ,. Heb its /rul1 1 ~-ts /q_od d Another reading is it 
Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb arid he shall bear you co u 1 Or law 

1.2-3: Rom 9.13. 1.2-5: Is 34; 63.1-6; )er 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; Obad. 



MALACHI 2 842 The LoRn's messenger 
abased before all the people, inasmuch gold and silver, till they present right 
as you have not kept my ways but have offerings to the LORD. 4 Then the offer
shown partiality in your instruction."/ ing of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

I 0 Have we not all one father? Has pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 
not one God created us? Why then are old and as in former years. 
we faithless to one another, profaning 5 "Then I will draw near to you for 
the covenant of our fathers? 11 Judah has judgment; I will be a swift witness 
been faithless, and abomination has against the sorcerers, against the adul
been committed in Israel and in Jeru- terers, against those who swear falsely, 
salem; for Judah has profaned the against those who oppress the hireling 
sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, in his wages, the widow and the 
and has married the daughter of a for- orphan, against those who thrust aside 
eign God. 12 May the LORD cut off from the sojourner, and do not fear me, says 
the tents of Jacob, for the man who does the LORD of hosts. 
this, any to witness• or answer, or to 6 "For I the LORD do not change; 
bring an offering to the LORD of hosts! therefore you, 0 sons of Jacob, are not 

13 And this again you do. You cover consumed. 7 From the days of your 
the LORD'S altar with tears, with weep- fathers you have turned aside from my 
ing and groaning because he no longer statutes and have not kept them. Return 
regards the offering or accepts it with to me, and I will return to you, says the 
favor at your hand. 14 You ask, "Why LORD of hosts. But you say, 'How shall 
does he not?" Because the LORD was we return?' 8 Will man rob God? Yet 
witness to the covenant between you you are robbing me. But you say, 'How 
and the wife of your youth, to whom are we robbing thee?' In your tithes and 
you have been faithless, though she is offerings. 9 You are cursed with a 
your companion and your wife by cove- curse, for you are robbing me; the 
nant. 15 Has not the one God made" and whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full 
sustained for us the spirit of life?i And tithes into the storehouse, that there 
what does he desire? Godly offspring. may be food in my house; and thereby 
So take heed to yourselves, and let none put me to the test, says the LoRD of 
be faithless to the wife of his youth. hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
16 "For I hateJ divorce, says the LORD heaven for you and pour down for 
the God of Israel, and covering one's you an overflowing blessing. 11 I will 
garment with violence, says the LORD of rebuke the devourer'" for you, so that 
hosts. So take heed to yourselves and it will not destroy the fruits of your soil; 
do not be faithless." and your vine in the field shall not fail 

17 You have wearied the LORD with to bear, says the LORD of hosts. I~ Then 
your words. Yet you say, "How have all nations will call you blessed, for you 
we wearied him?" By saying, "Every will be a land of delight, says the LORD 
one who does evil is good in the sight of hosts. 
of the LORD, and he delights in them." 13 "Your words have been stout 
Or by asking, "Where is the God of against me, says the LORD. Yet you say, 
justice?" 'How have we spoken against thee?' 

3 "Behold, I send my messenger to 14 You have said, 'It is vain to serve 
prepare the way before me, and God. What is the good of our keeping 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly his charge or of walking as in mourning 
come to his temple; the messenger of before the LORD of hosts?" Henceforth 
the covenant in whom you delight, be- we deem the arrogant blessed; evildoers 
hold, he is coming, says the LORD of not only prosper but when they put God 
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of to the test they escape.' " 
his coming, and who can stand when he 16 Then those who feared the LORD 
appears? spoke with one another; the LORD 

"For he is like a refiner's fire and like heeded and heard them, and a book of 
fullers' soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner remembrance was written before him 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify of those who feared the LoRD and 
the sons of Levi and refine them like thought on his name. 17 "They shall be 
1 Or law g Cn Compare Gk: .Heb aro1~h· 11 Or Ira.~ h.· 1101 "'"").. o,,., ? 
1 Cn: Heb and a n:mnam of sp1r11 was hu J Cn: Heb h.· hafl·.~ Or d.·1·tmring Jo1:wt 
J.I: Mt 11.10; Mk 1.2; Lk 1.17, 76; 7.27. 3.2: Rev 6.17. 
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mine, says the LORD of hosts, my special go forth leaping like calves from the 
possession on the day when I act, and I stall. 3And you shall tread down 
will spare them as a man spares his son the wicked, for they will be ashes under 
who serves him. 18 Then once more you the soles of your feet, on the day 
shall distinguish between the righteous when I act, says the LORD of 
and the wicked, between one who hosts. 
serves God and one who does not serve 4 "Remember the law of my servant 
him. Moses, the statutes and ordinances that 

41 "For behold, the day comes, I commanded him at Horeb for all 
burning like an oven, when all the Israel. 

arrogant and all evildoers will be 5 "Behold, I will send you Eli'jah the 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn prophet before the great and terrible 
them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that day of the LORD comes. 6And he will 
it will leave them neither root nor turn the hearts of fathers to their chil
branch. 2 But for you who fear my dren and the hearts of children to their 
name the sun of righteousness shall fathers, lest I come and smite the land 
rise, with healing in its wings. You shall with a curse." 111 

1 Ch 4.1-6 nrc Ch 3.19-24 in chc Hebrew m Or ba" of utter desrr11C1io11 
4.5: Mt 17.11; Mk 9.12. 4.6: Lk 1.17. 
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THE 
APOCRYPHA/DEUTEROCANONICAL BOOKS 

(1) THE DEUTEROCANONICAL BOOKS 

(2) 1 AND 2 ESDRAS AND THE PRAYER OF MANASSEH 

TOBIT 

1 The book of the acts0 of Tobit the 
son of To'biel, son of Anan'iel, son 

of Ad'uel, son of Gab' ael, of the descend
ants of As'i-el and the tribe of Naph'tali, 
2 who in the days of Shahnane'ser,b king 
of the Assyrians, was taken into captivi
ty from Thisbe, which is to the south 
of Kedesh Naph'tali in Galilee above 
Asher. 

3 I, Tobit, walked in the ways of truth 
and righteousness all the days of my 
life, and I performed many acts of 
charity to my brethren and countrymen 
who went with me into the land of the 
Assyrians, to Nin'eveh. 4 Now when I 

was in my own country, in the land of 
Israel, while I was still a young man, the 
whole tribe of Naph'tali my forefather 
desened the house of Jerusalem. This 
was the place which had been chosen 
from among all the tribes of Israel, 
where all the tribes should sacrifice and 
where the temple of the dwelling of the 
Most High was consecrated and estab
lished for all generations for ever. 

5 All the tribes that joined in apostasy 
used to sacrifice to the calfc Ba'al, and so 
did the house ofNaph'tali my forefather. 
6 But I alone went often to J@rusalem for 
the feasts, as it is ordained for all Israel 

f Literally coruent to tlum shall be for these in 11 The Latin is uncertain h Another reading is seed 
a Gk words b Gk Bnem.es.sarw c Other authorities read heifer 
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by an everlasting decree. Taking the 
first fruits and the tithes of my produce 
and the first shearings, I would give 
these to the priests, the sons of Aaron, 
at the altar. 7 Of all my produce I would 
give a tenth to the sons of Levi who 
ministered at Jerusalem; a second tenth 
I would sell, and I would go and spend 
the proceeds each year at Jerusalem; 
8 the third tenth I would give to those 
to whom it was my duty, as Deb'orah 
my father's mother had commanded 
me, for I was left an orphan by my 
father. 9 When I became a man I mar
ried Anna, a member of our family, and 
by her I became the father of Tobi'as. 

10 Now when I was carried away 
captive to Nin' eveh, all my brethren and 
my relatives ate the food of the Gentiles; 
11 but I kept myself from eating it, 
12 because I remembered God with all 
my heart. 1J Then the Most High gave 
me favor and good appearance in the 
sight of Shalmane'ser,b and I was his 
buyer of provisions. 14 So I used to go 
into Media, and once at Rages in Media 
I left ten talents of silver in trust with 
Gab'ael, the brother of Gabri'as. 15 But 
when Shalmane'serb died, Sennach'erib 
his son reigned in his place; and under 
him the highways were unsafe, so that 
I could no longer go into Media. 

16 In the days of Shalmane'serb I per
formed many acts of charity to my 
brethren. 17 I would give my bread to 
the hungry and my clothing to the 
naked; and if I saw any one of my peo
ple dead and thrown out behind the 
wall of Nin'eveh, I would bury him. 
18And if Sennach'erib the king put to 
death any who came fleeing from Judea, 
I buried them secretly. For in his anger 
he put many to death. When the bodies 
were sought by the king, they were not 
found. 19 Then one of the men ofNin'e
veh went and informed the king about 
me, that I was burying them; so I hid 
myself. When I learned that I was being 
searched for, to be put to death, I left 
home in fear. 20 Then all my property 
was confiscated and nothing was left to 
me except my wife Anna and my son 
Tobi' as. 

21 But not fiftyd days passed before 
two of Sennach'erib's• sons killed him, 

Tobit's charity 
and they fled to the mountains of Ar' a rat. 
Then E' sar-had' don,/ his son, reigned in 
his place; and he appointed Ahikar, the 
son of my brother An'ael, over all the 
accounts of his kingdom and over the 
entire administration. 22Ahikar interced
ed for me, and I returned to Nin'eveh. 
Now Ahikar was cupbearer, keeper of 
the signet, and in charge of administra
tion of the accounts, for E'sar-had'don/ 
had appointed him second to himself.• 
He was my nephew. 

2 When I arrived homt and my wife 
Anna and my son Tooi'as were re

stored to me, at the feast of Pentecost, 
which is the sacred festival of the seven 
weeks, a good dinner was prepared for 
me and I sat down to eat. 2 Upon seeing 
the abundance of food I said to my son, 
"Go and bring whatever poor man uf 
our brethren you may find who is mind
ful of the Lord, and I will wait for you." 
J But he came back and said, "Father, 
one of our people has been strangled 
and thrown into the market place." 4 So 
before I tasted anything I sprang up and 
removed the bodyh to a place of shelter 
until sunset. SAnd when I returned l 
washed myself and ate my food in sor
row. 6 Then I remembered the proph
ecy of Amos, how he said, 
"Your feasts shall be turned into mourn

ing, 
and all your festivities into lamen

tation." 
And I wept. 

7 When the sun had set I went and 
dug a grave and buried the body.h SAnd 
my neighbors laughed at me and said, 
"He is no longer afraid that he will he 
put to death for doing this; he once ran 
away, and here he is burying the dead 
again!" 9 On the same night I returned 
from burying him, and because I was 
defiled I slept by the wall of the court
yard, and my face was uncovered. 10 I 
did not know that there were sparrows 
on the wall and their fresh droppings 
fell into my open eyes and white films 
formed on my eyes. I went to physicians, 
but they did not help me. Ahikar, how
ever, took care of me until bei went to 
Elyma'is. 

11 Then my wife Anna earned money 
at women's work. 12 She used to senJ 

b Gk Enemessarus d Other authorities read fif~-five e Gk his 
f Gk Sacherdonus 6 Or a second n·1m h Gk him ; Other authorities read I 



Tobit's blindness 
the product to the owners. Once when 
they paid her wages, they also gave h~r 
a kid· JJ and when she returned to me It 
bega:i to bleat. So I said to her, "Where 
did you get the kid? It is not s~ol~n, is 
it? Return it to the owners; for 1t 1s not 
right to eat what is stolen." I4An<;l s~e 
said "It was given to me as a gift m 
addition to my wages." But I did not 
helieve her, and told her to return it to 
the owners; and I blushed for her. Then 
she replied to me, "Where are your 
charities and your righteous deeds? You 
seem to know everything!" 

3 Then in my grief I wept, and I 
prayed in anguish, saying, 2 "Right

eous art thou, 0 Lord; all thy deeds and 
all thy ways are mercy and truth, and 
thou dost render true and righteous 
judgment for ever. 3 Remember me and 
look favorably upon me; do not punish 
me for my sins and for my unwitting 
offenses and those which my fathers 
committed before thee. 4 For they dis
obeyed thy commandments, and thou 
gavest us over to plunder, captivity, 
and death; thou madest us a byword of 
reproach in all the nations among which 
we have been dispersed. 5And now thy 
many judgments are true in exacting 
penalty from me for my sins and those 
of my fathers, because we did not keep 
thy commandments. For we did not 
walk in truth before thee. 6And now 
deal with me according to thy pleasure; 
command my spirit to be taken up, that 
I may depart and become dust. For it is 
better for me to die than to live, because 
I have heard false reproaches, and great 
is the sorrow within me. Command that 
I now be released from my distress to 
go to the eternal abode; do not turn thy 
face away from me." 

7 On the same day, at Ecbat'ana in 
Media, it also happened that Sarah, the 
daughter of Rag'uel, was reproached by 
her father's maids, 8 because she had 
been given to seven husbands, and the 
evil demon Asmode'us had slain each of 
them before he had been with her as his 
wife. So the maidsi said to her, "Do you 
not know that you strangle your hus
bands? You already have had seven and 
have had no benefit fromk any of them. 

3 TOBIT 2 
9 Why do you beat us? If they are dead, 
go with them! May we never see a son 
or daughter of yours!" 

10 When she heard these things she 
was deeply grieved, even to the thought 
of hanging herself. But she said, "I am 
the only child of my father; if I do this, 
it will be a disgrace to him, and I shall 
bring his old age down in sorrow to the 
grave."' 11 So she prayed by her window 
and said, "Blessed an thou, 0 Lord my 
God, and blessed is thy holy and hon
ored name for ever. May all thy works 
praise thee for ever. 12And now, 0 Lord, 
I have turned my eyes and my face 
toward thee. 13 Command that I be re
leased from the eanh and that I hear 
reproach no more. 14 Thou knowest, O 
Lord, that I am innocent of any sin with 
man, 15 and that I did not stain my name 
or the name of my father in the land of 
my captivity. I am my father's only 
child, and he has no child to be his heir, 
no near kinsman or kinsman's"' son for 
whom I should keep myself as wife. 
Already seven husbands of mine are 
dead. Why should I live? But if it be 
not pleasing to thee to take my life, 
command that respect be shown to me 
and pity be taken upon me, and that 
I hear reproach no more." 

16 The prayer of both was heard in 
the presence of the glory of the great 
God. 17And Raph'aeln was sent to heal 
the two of them: to scale away the white 
films from Tobit's eyes; to give Sarah 
the daughter of Rag'uel in marriage to 
Tobi'as the son of Tobit, and to bind 
Asmode'us the evil demon, because To
bi'as was entitled to possess her. At that 
very moment Tobit returned and en
tered his house and Sarah the daughter 
of Rag'uel came down from her upper 
room. 

4 On that day Tobit remembered the 
money which he had left in trust 

with Gab'ael at Rages in Media, and he 
said to himself: 2 "I have asked for 
death. Why do I not call my son Tobi'as 
so that I may explain to him about the 
money0 before I die?" 3 So he called 
him and said, "My son, when I die, bury 
me, and do not neglect your mother. 
Honor her all the days of your life; 

iGk they k Other authorities read have not home the name of I Gk to Hades m Gk hiJ 
11 Other authorities read the great Raphael. And he o Other authorities omit about the money 



TOBIT 5 4 
do what is pleasing to her, and do 
not grieve her. 4 Remember, my son, 
that she faced many dangers for you 
while you were yet unborn. When she 
dies, bury her beside me in the same 
grave. 

5 "Remember the Lord our God all 
your days, my son, and refuse to sin or 
to transgress his commandments. Live 
uprightly all the days of your life, and 
do not walk in the ways of wrongdoing. 
6 For if you do what is true, your ways 
will prosper through your deeds. 7 Give 
alms from your possessions to all who 
live uprightly, and do not let your eye 
begrudge the gift when you make it. Do 
not turn your face away from any poor 
man, and the face of God will not be 
turned away from you. B If you have 
many possessions, make your gift from 
them in proportion; if few, do not be 
afraid to give according to the little you 
have. 9 So you will be laying up a good 
treasure for yourself against the day of 
necessity. 10 For charity delivers from 
death and keeps you from entering the 
darkness; 11 and for all who pracrice ir 
charity is an excellent offering in the 
presence of the Most High. 

12 "Beware, my son, of all immorality. 
First of all take a wife from among the 
descendants of your fathers and do not 
marry a foreign woman, who is not of 
your father's tribe; for we are the sons 
of the prophets. Remember, my son, 
that Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
our fathers of old, all took wives from 
among their brethren. They were blessed 
in their children, and their posterity will 
inherit the land. 13 So now, my son, love 
your brethren, and in your hean do not 
disdain your brethren and the sons and 
daughters of your people by refusing to 
take a wife for yourself from among 
them. For in pride there is ruin and great 
confusion; and in shiftlessness there is 
loss and great want, because shiftless
ness is the mother of famine. 14 Do not 
hold over till the next day the wages of 
any man who works for you, but pay 
him at once; and if you serve God you 
will receive payment. 

"Watch yourself, my son, in every
thing you do, and be disciplined in all 
your conduct. lSAnd what you hate, do 
not do to any one. Do not drink wine 
PGkhe 

Tobit's precepts to Tobias 
to excess or let drunkenness go with you, 
on your way. 16 Give of your bread to, 
the hungry, and of your clothing to the: 
naked. Give all your surplus to charity, 
and do not let your eye begrudge the· 
gift when you make it. 17 Place your 
bread on the grave of the righteous, but 
give none to sinners. IB Seek advice from 
every wise man, and do not despise any 
useful counsel. 19 Bless the Lord God' 
on every occasion; ask him that your· 
ways may be made straight and that all 1 

your paths and plans may prosper. For 
none of the nations has understanding;: 
but the Lord himself gives all good 1 

things, and according to his will he 
humbles whomever he wishes. 

"So, my son, remember my com
mands, and do not let them be blotted: 
out of your mind. 20And now let me: 
explain to you about the ten talents off 
silver which I left in trust with Gab'ael 
the son of Gabri'as at Rages in Media. 
21 Do not be afraid, my son, because we 
have become poor. You have great 
wealth if you fear God and refrain from 
every sin and do what is pleasing in his 
sight." 

5 Then Tobi'as answered him, "Fa
ther, I will do everything that you. 

have commanded me; 2 but how can I 
obtain the money when I do not know 
the man?" J Then Tobit gave him the re
ceipt, and said to him, "Find a man co 
go with you and I will pay him wages as 
long as I live; and go and get the money.'" 
4 So he went to look for a man; and he· 
found Raph'ael, who was an angel, 
s but Tobi'asP did not know it. Tobi'asP 
said to him, "Can you go with me ro 
Rages in Media? Are you acquainted! 
with that region?" 6 The angel replied, 
"I will go with you; I am familiar with1 
the way, and I have stayed with our 
brother Gab'ael." 7 Then Tobi'as said 
to him, "Wait for me, and I shall tell my 
father." BAnd he said to him, "Go, and1 
do not delay." So he went in and said• 
to his father, "I have found some one. 
to go with me." He said, "Call him to 
me, so that I may learn to what ttibe 
he belongs, and whether he is a reliable: 
man to go with you." 

9 So Tobi'asP invited him in; he 
entered and they greeted each other. 
10 Then Tobit said to him, "My brother,. 



Tobias and the fish 
to what tribe and family do you belong? 
Tell me." 11 But he answered, "Are you 
looking for a tribe and a family or for a 
man whom you will pay to go with your 
son?" And Tobit said to him, "I should 
like to know, my brother, your people 
and your name." 12 He replied, "I am 
Azari'as the son of the great Anani'as, 
one of your relatives." 13 Then Tobit 
said to him, "You are welcome, my 
brother. Do not be angry with me be
cause I tried to learn your tribe and 
family. You are a relative of mine, of a 
good and noble lineage. For I used to 
know Anani'as and Jathan, the sons of 
the great Shemai'ah, when we went to
gether to Jerusalem to worship and 
offered the first-born of our flocks and 
the tithes of our produce. They did not 
go astray in the error of our brethren. 
My brother, you come of good stock. 
14 But tell me, what wages am I to 
pay you-a drachma a day, and ex
penses for yourself as for my son? 15And 
besides, I will add to your wages if you 
both rerurn safe and sound." So they 
agreed to these terms. 

16 Then he said to Tobi'as, "Get 
ready for the journey, and good suc
cess to you both." So his son made 
the preparations for the journey. And 
his father said to him, "Go with this 
man; God who dwells in heaven will 
prosper your way, and may his angel 
attend you." So they both went out 
and departed, and the young man's dog 
was with them. 

17 But Anna,q his mother, began to 
weep, and said to Tobit, "Why have 
you sent our child away? Is he not the 
staff of our hands as he goes in and out 
before us? IB Do not add money to 
money, but consider it rubbish as com
pared to our child. 19 For the life that is 
given to us by the Lord is enough for 
us." 20And Tobit said to her, "Do not 
worry, my sister; he will rerurn safe and 
sound, and your eyes will see him. 21 For 
a good angel will go with him; his jour
ney will be successful, and he will come 
back safe and sound." So she stopped 
weeping. 

6 Now as they proceeded on their 
way they came at evening to the 

Tigris river and camped there. 2 Then 

5 TOBIT 5 
the young man went down to wash him
self. A fish leaped up from the river 
and would have swallowed the young 
man; 3 and the angel said to him, 
"Catch the fish." So the young man 
seized the fish and threw it up on the 
land. 4 Then the angel said to him, 
"Cut open the fish and take the heart 
and liver and gall and put them away 
safely." s So the young man did as the 
angel told him; and they roasted and ate 
the fish. 

And they both continued on their way 
until they came near to Ecbat'ana. 
6 Then the young man said to the angel, 
"Brother Azari'as, of what use is the 
liver and heart and gall of the fish?" 
7 He replied, "As for the heart and the 
liver, if a demon or evil spirit gives 
trouble to any one, you make a smoke 
from these before the man or woman, 
and that person will never be troubled 
again. BAnd as for the gall, anoint with 
it a man who has white films in his eyes, 
and he will be cured." 

9 When they approached Ecbat'ana,r 
10 the angel said to the young man, 
"Brother, today we shall stay with 
Rag'uel. He is your relative, and he has 
an only daughter named Sarah. I will 
suggest that she be given to you in 
marriage, 11 because you are entitled 
to her and to her inheritance, for you 
are her only eligible kinsman. 12 The 
girl is also beautiful and sensible. Now 
listen to my plan. I will speak to her 
father, and as soon as we return from 
Rages we will celebrate the marriage. 
For I know that Rag'uel, according to 
the law of Moses, cannot give her to 
another man without incurring the pen
alty of death, because you rather than 
any other man are entitled to the in
heritance." 

13 Then the young man said to the 
angel, "Brother Azari'as, I have heard 
that the girl has been given to seven 
husbands and that each died in the 
bridal chamber. 14 Now I am the only 
son my father has, and I am afraid that 
if I go in I will die as those before me 
did, for a demon is in love with her, 
and he harms no one except those who 
approach her. So now I fear that I may 
die and bring the lives of my father and 
mother to the grave in sorrow on my 

q Other authoritiC'll omit Anna r Other authorities read Rages 
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account. And they have no other son to 
bury them." 

15 But the angel said to him, "Do 
you not remember the words with which 
your father commanded you to take 
a wife from among your own people? 
Now listen to me, brother, for she 
will become your wife; and do not 
worry about the demon, for this very 
night she will be given to you in mar
riage. 16 When you enter the bridal 
chamber, you shall take live ashes of 
incense and lay upon them some of the 
heart and liver of the fish so as to make 
a smoke. 17 Then the demon will smell 
it and flee away, and will never again 
return. And when you approach her, 
rise up, both of you, and cry out to the 
merciful God, and he will save you and 
have mercy on you. Do not be afraid, 
for she was destined for you from eter
nity. You will save her, and she will go 
with you, and I suppose that you will 
have children by her." When Tobi'as 
heard these things, he fell in love with 
her and yearned deeply for her. 

7 When they reached Ecbat'ana and 
arrived at the house of Rag'uel, 

Sarah met them and greeted them. 
They returned her greeting, and she 
brought them into the house. 2 Then 
Rag'uel said to his wife Edna, "How 
much the young man resembles my 
cousin Tobit!" JAnd Rag'uelasked them, 
"Where are you from, brethren?" They 
answered him, "We belong to the sons 
of Naph'tali, who are captives in Nin' -
eveh." 4 So he said to them, "Do you 
know our brother Tobit?" And they 
said, "Yes, we do." And he asked them, 
"Is he in good health?" 5 They replied, 
"He is alive and in good health." And 
Tobi'as said, "He is my father." 6 Then 
Rag'uel sprang up and kissed him and 
wept. 7 And he blessed him and ex
claimed, "Son of that good and noble 
man!" When he heard that Tobit had 
lost his sight, he was stricken with grief 
and wept. 8And his wife Edna and his 
daughter Sarah wept. They received 
them very warmly; and they killed a ram 
from the flock and set large servings of 
food before them. 

Then Tobi'as said to Raph'ael, 
"Brother Azari'as, speak of those things 
s Gk she t Other authorities read favor 
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which you talked about on the journey, 
and let the matter be settled." 9 So he 
communicated the proposal to Rag'uel. 
And Rag'uel said to Tobi' as, "Eat, drink, 
and be merry; 10 for it is your right to 
take my child. But let me explain the 
true situation to you. 11 I have given mv 
daughter to seven husbands, and when 
each came to her he died in the night. 
But for the present be merry." And 
Tobi'as said, "I will eat nothing here 
until you make a binding agreement 
with me." 12 So Rag'uel said, "Take 
her right now, in accordance with the 
law. You are her relative, and she is 
yours. The merciful God will guide 
you both for the best." 13 Then he called 
his daughter Sarah, and taking her by 
the hand he gave her to Tobi'as to be 
his wife, saying, "Here she is; take her 
according to the law of Moses, and take;: 
her with you to your father." And he 
blessed them. 14 Next he called his wife 
Edna, and took a scroll and wrote out 
the contract; and they set their seals to 
it. 15 Then they began to eat. 

16 And Rag'uel called his wife Edna 
and said to her, "Sister, make up the 
other room, and take her into it." 
17 So she did as he said, and took her 
there; and the girls began to weep. Rut 
the mothers comforted her daughter in 
her tears, and said to her, 18 "Be brave, 
my child; the Lord of heaven and earth 
grant you joy' in place of this sorrow 
of yours. Be brave, my daughter." 

8 When they had finished eating, 
they escorted Tobi'as in to her. 2;\s 

he went he remembered the words of 
Raph'ael, and he took the live ashes of 
incense and put the heart and liver of 
the fish upon them and made a smoke. 
JAnd when the demon smelled the odor 
he fled to the remotest parts of Egypt, 
and the angel bound him. 4 When the 
door was shut and the two were alone, 
Tobi'as got up from the bed and said, 
"Sister, get up, and let us pray that· 
the Lord may have mercy upon us." 
5And Tobi'as began to pray, 

"Blessed art thou, 0 God of our fa
thers, 

and blessed be thy holy and glorious 
name for ever. 

Let the heavens and all thy 
creatures bless thee. 



Raphael gets the money 
6 Thou madest Adam and gavest 

him Eve his wife 
as a helper and support. 

From them the race of mankind 
has sprung. 

Thou didst say, 'It is not good that 
the man should be alone; 

let us make a helper for him like 
himself.' 

7And now, 0 Lord, I am not taking 
this sister of mine because of lust, but 
with sincerity. Grant that I may find 
mercy and may grow old together with 
her.'' ~And she said with him, "Amen.'' 
9 Then they both went to sleep for the 
night. 

But Rag'uel arose and went and dug 
a grave, 10 with the thought, "Perhaps 
he too will die." II Then Rag'uel went 
into his house 12 and said to his wife 
Edna, "Send one of the maids to see 
whether he is alive; and if he is not, 
let us bury him without any one know
ing about it.'' I .l So the maid opened the 
door and went in, and found them both 
asleep. I4And she came out and told 
them that he was alive. IS Then Rag'uel 
blessed God and said, 

"Blessed art thou, 0 God, with 
every pure and holy blessing. 

Let thy saints and all thy creatures 
bless thee; 

let all thy angels and thy chosen 
people bless thee for ever. 

16 Blessed art thou, because thou hast 
made me glad. 

It has not happened to me as I ex
pected; 

but thou hast treated us according 
to thy great mercy. 

t 7 Blessed art thou, because thou hast 
had compassion on two only chil

dren. 
Show them mercy, 0 Lord; 

and bring their lives to fulfilment 
in health and happiness and 

mercy." 
I 8 Then he ordered his servants to fill in 
the grave. 

19 After this he gave a wedding feast 
for them which lasted fourteen days. 
20And before the days of the feast were 
over, Rag'uel declared by oath to Tobi'
as• that he should not leave until the 

u Gk him v Gk hiJ w Gk he 
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fourteen days of the wedding feast were 
ended, 21 that then he should take half 
of Rag'uel's• property and return in 
safety to his father, and that the rest 
would be his "when my wife and I die." 

9 Then Tobi'as called Raph'ael and 
said to him, 2 "Brother Azari'as, take 

a servant and two camels with you and 
go to Gab'ael at Rages in Media and 
get the money for me; and bring him 
to the wedding feast. 3 For Rag'uel has 
sworn that I should not leave; 4 but my 
father is counting the days, and if I 
delay long he will be greatly distressed." 
s So Raph'ael made the journey and 
stayed overnight with Gab'ael. He gave 
him the receipt, and Gab'aelw brought 
out the money bags with their seals 
intact and gave them to him. 6 In the 
morning they both got up early and 
came to the wedding feast. And Gab'ael 
blessed Tobi'as and his wife.x 

lo Now his father Tobit was count
ing each day, and when the days 

for the journey had expired and they 
did not arrive, 2 he said, "Is it possible 
that he has been detained?Y Or is it 
possible that Gab'ael has died and there 
is no one to give him the money?" 3And 
he was greatly distressed. 4And his wife 
said to him, "The lad has perished; his 
long Jelay proves it." Then she began 
to mourn for him, and said, s "Am I not 
distressed, my child, that I let you go, 
you who are the light of my eyes?" 
6 But Tobit said to her, "Be still and 
stop worrying; he is well." 7And she 
answered him, "Be still and stop de
ceiving me; my child has perished." 
And she went out every day to the road 
by which they had left; she ate nothing 
in the daytime, and throughout the 
nights she never stopped mourning for 
her son Tobi'as, until the fourteen days 
of the wedding feast had expired which 
Rag'uel had sworn that he should spend 
there. 

At that time Tobi'as said to Rag'uel, 
"Send me back, for my father and 
mother have given up hope of ever 
seeing me again." 8 But his Cather-in
law said to him, "Stay with me, and 
I will send messengers to your father, 
and they will inform him how things 

x Cn: Gk And Tolna• blmed his wif• 
Y One Gk Ma Lat: Gk they are put to sha~ or they art disappointed 
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are with you." 9 Tobi'as replied, "No, 
send me back to my father." 10 So Rag'
uel arose and gave him his wife Sarah 
and half of his property in slaves, cattle, 
and money. L1And when he had blessed 
them he sent them away, saying, "The 
God of heaven will prosper you, my 
children, before I die." 12 He said also to 
his daughter, "Honor your father-in
law and your mother-in-law; they are 
now your parents. Let me hear a good 
report of you." And he kissed her. And 
Edna said to Tobi'as, "The Lord of 
heaven bring you back safely, dear 
brother, and grant me to see your chil
dren by my daughter Sarah, that I may 
rejoice before the Lord. See, I am en
trusting my daughter to you; do nothing 
to grieve her." 

11 After this Tobi'as went on his 
way, praising God because he had 

made his journey a success. And he 
blessed Rag'uel and his wife Edna. 

So he continued on his way until 
they came near to Nin'eveh. 2 Then 
Raph'ael said to Tobi'as, "Pue you not 
aware, brother, of how you left your 
father? 3 Let us run ahead of your 
wife and prepare the house. 4And take 
the gall of the fish with you." So they 
went their way, and the dog went along 
behind them. 

5 Now Anna sat looking intently 
down the road for her son. 6And she 
caught sight of him coming, and said 
to his father, "Behold, your son is 
coming, and so is the man who went 
with him!" 

7 Raph'ael said, "I know, Tobi'as, 
that your father will open his eyes. 
8 You therefore must anoint his eyes 
with the gall; and when they sman 
he will rub them, and will cause the 
white films to fall away, and he will see 
you.,, 

9 Then Anna ran to meet them, and 
embraced her son, and said to him, 
"I have seen you, my child; now I 
am ready to die." And they both wept. 
10 Tobit staned toward the door, and 
stumbled. But his son ran to him 11 and 
took hold of his father, and he sprin
kled the gall upon his father's eyes, 
saying, "Be of good cheer, father." 
12And when his eyes began to sman he 
z Other authorities read Nasbas a Gk he 

Tobit sees again 
rubbed them, 13 and the white films 
scaled off from the comers of his eyes. 
14 Then he saw his son and embraced 
him, and he wept and said, "Blessed 
art thou, 0 God, and blessed is thy 
name for ever, and blessed are all thy 
holy angels. 15 For thou hast a.ffiicted 
me, but thou hast had mercy upon me; 
here I see my son Tobi'as!" And his 
son went in rejoicing, and he reponed 
to his father the great things that had 
happened to him in Media. 

16 Then Tobit went out to meet his 
daughter-in-law at the gate ofNin'eveh, 
rejoicing and praising God. Those who 
saw him as he went were amazed be
cause he could see. 17And Tobit gav.: 
thanks before them that God had been 
merciful to him. When Tobit came near 
to Sarah his daughter-in-law, he blessed 
her, saying, "Welcome, daughter! Bless
ed is God who has brought you to us, 
and blessed are your father and your 
mother." So there was rejoicing among 
all his brethren in Nin'eveh. 13Ahikar 
and his nephew Nadabz came, JQ and 
Tobi'as' marriage was celebrated for 
seven days with great festivity. 

12 Tobit then called his son Tobi'as 
and said to him, "My son, s.:.: 

to the wages of the man who went with 
you; and he must also be given more." 
2 He replied, "Father, it would do m.: 
no harm to give him half of what I haw 
brought back. 3 For he has led me back 
to you safely, he cured my wife, he ob
tained the money for me, and he also 
healed you." 4 The old man said, "He· 
deserves it." 5 So he called the angd 
and said to him, "Take half of all that 
you two have brought back." 

6 Then the angeJa called the tw0 
of them privately and said to them: 
"Praise God and give thanks to him; 
exalt him and give thanks to him in 
the presence of all the living for what 
he has done for you. It is good to 
praise God and to exalt his name, 
worthily declaring the works of God. 
Do not be slow to give him thanks. 
7 It is good to guard the sl!Cret of a 
king, but gloriously to reveal the works 
of God. Do good, and evil will not 
ovenake you. s Prayer is good wh.:n 
accompanied by fasting, almsgiving, 
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and righteousness. A little with right
eousness is better than much with 
wrongdoing. It is better to give alms 
than to treasure up gold. 9 For alms
giving delivers from death, and it will 
purge away every sin. Those who per
form deeds of charity and of righteous
ness will have fulness of life; 10 but 
those who commit sin are the enemies 
of their own lives. 

11 "I will not conceal anything from 
you. I have said, 'It is good to guard 
the secret of a king, but gloriously to 
reveal the works of God.' lZAnd so, 
when you and your daughter-in-law 
Sarah prayed, I brought a reminder of 
your prayer before the Holy One; and 
when you buried the dead, I was like
wise present with you. 13 When you 
did not hesitate to rise and leave your 
dinner in order to go and lay out the 
dead, your good deed was not hidden 
from me, but I was with you. 14 So now 
God sent me to heal you and your 
daughter-in-law Sarah. IS I am Raph'ael, 
one of the seven holy angels who present 
the prayers of the saints and enter into 
the presence of the glory of the Holy 
One." 

16 They were both alarmed; and they 
fell upon their faces, for they were 
afraid. 17 But he said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; you will be safe. But 
praise God for ever. 18 For I did not 
come as a favor on my part, but 
by the will of our God. Therefore 
praise him for ever. 19All these days 
I merely appeared to you and did not 
eat or drink, but you were seeing a 
vision. 20And now give thanks to God, 
for I am ascending to him who sent 
me. Write in a book everything that 
has happened." 21 Then they stood up; 
but they saw him no more. 22 So they 
confessed the great and wonderful works 
of God, and acknowledged that the an
gel of the Lord had appeared to them. 

13 Then Tobit wrote a prayer of 
rejoicing, and said: 

"Blessed is God who lives for ever, 
and blessed is his kingdom. 

2 For he afflicts, and he shows mercy; 
he leads down to Hades, and brings 

up again, 
and there is no one who can escape 

his hand. 
b Olhcr authoritica read we 
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3 Acknowledge him before the nations, 

0 sons of Israel; 
for he has scattered us among them. 

4 Make his greatness known there, 
and exalt him in the presence of all 

the living; 
because he is our Lord and God, 

he is our Father for ever. 
s He will afflict us for our iniquities; 

and again he will show mercy, 
and will gather us from all the nations 

among whom youh have been scat
tered. 

6 If you turn to him with all your hean 
and with all your soul, 

to do what is true before him, 
then he will turn to you 

and will not hide his face from you. 
But see what he will do with you; 

give thanks to him with your full 
voice. 

Praise the Lord of righteousness, 
and exalt the King of the ages. 

I give him thanks in the land of my 
captivity, 

and I show his power and majesty 
to a nation of sinners. 

Turn back, you sinners, and do right 
before him; 

who knows if he will accept you and 
have mercy on you? 

7 I exalt my God; 
my soul exalts the King of heaven, 
and will rejoice in his majesty. 

8 Let all men speak, 
and give him thanks in Jerusalem. 

9 0 JelUsalem, the holy city, 
he will afflict you for the deeds of 

your sons, 
but again he will show mercy to the 

sons of the righteous. 
10 Give thanks worthily to the Lord, 

and praise the King of the ages, 
that his tent may be raised for you 

again with joy. 
May he cheer those within you who 

are captives, 
and love those within you who are 

distressed, 
to all generations for ever. 

11 Many nations will come from afar to 
the name of the Lord God, 

bearing gifts in their hands, gifts 
for the King of heaven. 

Generations of generations will give 
you joyful praise. 
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12 Cursed are all who hate you; 

blessed for ever will be all who love 
you. 

10 

13 Rejoice and be glad for the sons of 
the righteous; 

for they will be gathered together, 
and will praise the Lord of the 

righteous. 
14 How blessed are those who love you! 

They will rejoice in your peace. 
Blessed are those who grieved over all 

your afflictions; 
for they will rejoice for you upon 

seeing all your glory, 
and they will be made glad for ever. 

1 s Let my soul praise God the great King. 
16 For Jerusalem will be built with sap

phires and emeralds, 
here walls with precious stones, 
and her towers and battlements with 

pure gold. 
17 The streets of Jerusalem will bepavedd 

with beryl and ruby and stones of 
Ophir; 

18 all her lanes will cry 'Hallelujah!' 
and will give praise, 

saying, 'Blessed is God, who has ex
alted you for ever.' " 

14 Here Tobit ended his words of 
praise. 2 He was fifty-eight years 

old when he lost his sight, and after 
eight years he regained it. He gave alms, 
and he continued to fear the Lord God 
and to praise him. 3 When he had grown 
very old he called his son and grandsons, 
and said to him, "My son, take your 
sons; behold, I have grown old and am 
about to depart this life. 4 Go to Media, 
my son, for I fully believe what Jonah 
the prophet said about Nin'eveh, that it 
will be overthrown. But in Media there 
will be peace for a time. Our brethren 
will be scattered over the earth from the 
good land, and Jerusalem will be deso
late. The house of God in it will be 
burned down and will be in ruins for a 
time. SBut God will again have mercy 
on them, and bring them back into their 
land; and they will rebuild the house of 
God,• though it will not be like the 
former one until the times of the age are 

J 
The death of Tobit 

completed. After this they will rerurn1 
from the places of their captivity, and' 
will rebuild Jerusalem in splendor. And~ 
the house of God will be rebuilt there 
with a glorious building for all genera
tions for ever, just as the prophets said 
of it. 6 Then all the Gentiles will rum to 
fear the Lord God in truth, and will bury 
their idols. 7 All the Gentiles will praise 
the Lord, and his people will give thanks 
to God, and the Lord will exalt his. 
people. And all who love the Lord God 1 
in truth and righteousness will rejoice,, 
showing mercy to our brethren. 

8 "So now, my son, leave Nin'eveh, 
because what the prophet Jonah said 
will surely happen. 9 But keep the bw 
and the commandments, and be merci
ful and just, so that it may be well with. 
you. 10 Bury me properly, and your 
mother with me. And do not live in 
Nin'eveh any longer. See, my son, what 
Nadabf did to Ahikar who had reared. 
him, how he brought him from light 
into darkness, and with what he repaid 
him. But Ahikar was saved, and the 
other received repayment as he himself 
went down into the darkness. Ahikar< 
gave alms and escaped the deathtrap 
which Nadabh had set for him; but. 
Nadabf fell into the trap and perished. 
11 So now, my children, consider what1 
almsgiving accomplishes and how right· 
eousness delivers." As he said this he 
died in his bed. He was a hundred and 
fifty-eight years old; and Tobi'ash ga\'C' 
him a magnificent funeral. 12And when: 
Anna died he buried her with his 
father. 

Then Tobi'as returned with his wife 
and his sons to Ecbat'ana, to Rag'uel his 
father-in-law. 13 He grew old with hon
or, and he gave his father-in-law and\ 
mother-in-law magnificent funerals. He 
inherited their property and that of his 
father Tobit. 14 He died in Ecbat'ana of 
Media at the age of a hundred and1 
twenty-seven years. 15 But before he died' 
he heard of the destruction of Nin'ewh,. 
which Nebuchadnez'zar and Ahasu-c'
rus had caprured. Before his death he 
rejoiced over Nin'eveh. 

c Gk your' d Or inlaid ~ Gk howe f Other authorities read Aman 
g Other authorities read Manasses h Gk he 
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1 In the twelfth year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnez'zar, who ruled over 

the Assyrians in the great city of Nin' -
eveh, in the days of Arphax'ad, who 
ruled over the Medes in Ecbat'ana-2 he 
is the king who built walls about Ecbat' -
ana with hewn stones three cubits thick 
nnd six cubits long; he made the walls 
seventy cubits high and fifty cubits wide; 
J at the gates he built towers a hWldred 
cubits high and sixty cubits wide at the 
foWldations; 4 and he made its gates, 
which were seventy cubits high and forty 
cubits wide, so that his armies could 
march our in force and his infantry form 
their ranks-5 it was in those days that 
King Nebuchadnez'zar made war against 
King Arphax'ad in the great plain which 
is on the borders of Ragae. 6 He was 
joined by all the people of the hill 
coWltrY and all those who lived along 
the Eu-phra'tes and the Tigris and the 
Hydas'pes and in the plain where Ar'i
och ruled the Elymae'ans. Many nations 
joined the forces of the Chalde'ans. 

7 Then Nebuchadnez'zar king of the 
Assyrians sent to all who lived in Persia 
and to all who lived in the west, those 
who lived in Cili'cia and Damascus and 
Lebanon and Antileb'anon and all who 
lived along the seacoast, 8 and those 
among the nations of Carmel and Gil
ead, and Upper Galilee and the great 
Plain of Esdrae'lon, 9 and all who were in 
Samar'ia and its surroWlding towns, and 
beyond the 1 ordan as far· as Jerusalem 
and Bethany and Chel'ous and Kadesh 
and the river of Egypt, and Tah'pannes 
and Ra-am'ses and the whole land of 
Goshen, Io even beyond Tanis and Mem
phis, and all who lived in Egypt as far 
as the borders of Ethiopia. 11 But all who 
lived in the whole region disregarded 
the orders of Nebuchadnez'zar king of 
the Assyrians, and refused to join him 
in the war; for they were not afraid of 
him, but looked upon him as only one 
man," and they sent back his messengers 
empty-handed and shamefaced. 

12 Then Nebuchadnez'zar was very 
angry with this whole region, and swore 

by his throne and kingdom that he 
would surely take revenge on the whole 
territory of Cili'cia and Damascus and 
Syria, that he would kill by the sword 
all the inhabitants of the land of Moab, 
and the people of Ammon, and all 
Judea, and every one in Egypt, as far as 
the coasts of the two seas. 13 In the 
seventeenth year he led his forces 
against King Arphax'ad, and defeated 
him in battle, and overthrew the whole 
army of Arphax'ad, and all his cavalry 
and all his chariots. 14 Thus he took 
possession of his cities, and came to Ec
bat'ana, captured its towers, plundered 
its markets, and turned its beauty into 
shame. 15 He captured Arphax'ad in the 
moWltains of Ragae and struck him 
down with hWlting spears; and he utterly 
destroyed him, to this day. 16 Then he 
returned with them to Nin'eveh, he and 
all his combined forces, a vast body of 
troops; and there he and his forces 
rested and feasted for one hundred and 
twenty days. 

2 In the eighteenth year, on the twen
ty-second day of the first month, 

there was talk in the palace of Nebu
chadn.:z'zar king of the Assyrians about 
carrying out his revenge on the whole re
gion, just as he had said. 2 He called 
together all his officers and all his nobles 
and set forth to them his secret plan and 
recounted fully, with his own lips, all 
the wickedness of the region;h 3 and it 
was decided that every one who had not 
obeyed his command should be de
stroyed. 4 When he had finished setting 
forth his plan, Nebuchadnez'zar king of 
the Assyrians called Holofer'nes, the 
chief general of his army, second only 
to himself, and said to him, 

5 "Thus says the Great King, the lord 
of the whole earth: When you leave 
my presence, take with you men con
fident in their strength, to the number 
of one hWldred and twenty thousand 
foot soldiers and twelve thousmd cav
alry. 6 Go and attack the whole west 
coWltry, because they disobeyed my 
orders. 7 Tell them to prepare earth and 

a Or a man b The meanin1 of the Greek of the last clause of this vene is uncertain 

11 



JUDITH 3 12 Holofernes' conquests 
water, for I am coming against them in plundered all the people of Rassis and the 
my anger, and will cover the whole face Ish'maelites who lived along the desert, 
of the earth with the feet of my armies, south of the country of the Chel'leans. 
and will hand them over to be plundered 24 Then he followed• the Eu-phra'tes 
by my troops,< 8 till their wounded shall and passed through Mesopota'mia and 
fill their valleys, and every brook and destroyed all the hilltop cities along 
river shall be filled with their dead, and the brook Abron, as far as the sea. 2s He 
overflow; 9 and I will lead them away also seized the territory of Cili'cia, and 
captive to the ends of the whole earth. killed every one who resisted him, and 
10 You shall go and seize all their terri- came to the southern borders ofJapheth, 
tory for me in advance. They will yield fronting toward Arabia. 26 He sur
themselves to you, and you shall hold rounded all the Mid'ianites, and burned 
them for me till the day of their punish- their tents and plundered their sheep
ment. 11 But if they refuse, your eye shall folds. 27 Then he went down into the 
not spare and you shall hand them over plain of Damascus during the wheat 
to slaughter and plunder throughout harvest, and burned all their fields and 
your whole region. 12 For as I live, and destroyed their flocks and herds and 
by the power of my kingdom, what I sacked their cities and ravaged their 
have spoken my hand will execute. lands and put to death all their young 
13And you-take care not to transgress men with the edge of the sword. 
any of your sovereign's commands, but 28 So fear and terror of him fell upon 
be sure to carry them out just as I have all the people who lived along the sca
ordered you; and do not delay about it." coast, at Sidon and Tyre, and those who 

14 So Holofer'nes left the presence of lived in Sur and Oci'na and all who lived 
his master, and called together all the in Jam'nia. Those who lived in Azo'tus 
commanders, generals, and officers ot and As'calon feared him exceedingly. 
the Assyrian army, IS and mustered the 3 So they sent messengers to sue for 
picked troops by divisions as his lord peace, and said, 2 "Behold, we the 
had ordered him to do, one hundred and servants of Nebuchadnez'zar, the Great 
twenty thousand of them, together with King, lie prostrate before you. Do with 
twelve thousand archers on horseback, us whatever you will. 3 Behold, our 
16 and he organized them as a great buildings, and all our land, and all our 
army is marshaled for a campaign. wheat fields, and our flocks and herds, 
17 He collected a vast number of camels and all our sheepfolds with their tents, 
and asses and mules for transport, and lie before you; do with them whatever 
innumerable sheep and oxen and goats you please. 4 Our cities also and their 
for provision; 18 also plenty of food for inhabitants are your slaves; come and 
every man, and a huge amount of gold deal with them in any way that seems 
and silver from the royal palace. 19 So good to you." 
he set out with his whole army, to go 5 The men came to Holofer'nes and 
ahead of King Nebuchadnez'zar and to told him all this. 6 Then he went down 
cover the whole face of the earth to the to the seacoast with his army and srn
west with their chariots and horsemen tioned garrisons in the hilltop cities and 
and picked troops of infantry. 20Along took picked men from them as his 
with them went a mixed crowd like a allies. 7And these people and all in the 
swarm of locusts, like the dust of the country round about welcomed him 
earth-a multitude that could not be with garlands and dances and tambou
counted. rines. 8And he demolished all their 

21 They marched for three days from shrines/ and cut down their sacred 
Nin'eveh to the plain of Becti'leth, and groves; for it had been given to him to 
camped opposite Becti'leth near the destroy all the gods of the land, so that 
mountain which is to the north of Upper all nations should worship Nebuchad
Cili'cia. 22 From there Holofer'nesd took nez'zar only, and all their tongues and 
his whole army, his infantry, cavalry, and tribes should call upon him as god. 
chariots, and went up into the hill coun- 9 Then he came to the edge uf 
try 23 and ravaged Put and Lud, and Esdrae'lon, near Dothan, fronting the 
c Gk them d Gk he e Or crossed f Syr; Gk borders 
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great ridge of Judea; 10 here he camped 
between Geba and Scythop'olis, and re
mained for a whole month in order to 
assemble all the supplies for his army. 

4 By this time the people of Israel 
living in Judea heard of everything 

that Holofer'nes, the general of Nebu
chadnez'zar the king of the Assyrians, 
had done to the nations, and how he 
had plundered and destroyed all their 
temples; 2 they were therefore very 
greatly terrified at his approach, and 
were alarmed both for Jerusalem and 
for the temple of the Lord their God. 
J For they had only recently returned 
from the captivity, and all the people 
of Judea were newly gathered together, 
and the sacred vessels and the altar and 
the temple had been consecrated after 
their profanation. 4 So they sent to every 
district of Samar'ia, and to Kona and 
Beth-horon and Belma'in and Jericho 
and to Choba and Aesor'a and the valley 
of Salem, sand immediately seized all 
the high hilltops and fortified the villages 
on them and stored up food in prepara
tion for war-since their fields had re
cently been harvested. 6And Jo'akim, the 
high priest, who was in Jerusalem at that 
time, wrote to the people of Bethu'lia 
and Betomestha'im, which faces Es
drae'lon opposite the plain near Dothan, 
7 ordering them to seize the passes up 
into the hills, since by them Judea could 
be invaded, and it was easy to stop any 
who tried to enter, for the approach was 
narrow, only wide enough for two men 
at the most. 

8 So the Israelites did as Jo'akim the 
high priest and the senate of the whole 
people of Israel, in session at Jerusalem, 
had given order. 9And every man of 
Israel cried out to God with great fer
vor, and they humbled themselves with 
much fasting. 10 They and their wives 
and their children and their cattle and 
every resident alien and hired laborer 
and purchased slave-they all girded 
themselves with sackcloth. I !And all the 
men and women of Israel, and their chil
dren, living at Jerusalem, prostrated 
themselves before the temple and put 
ashes on their heads and spread out their 
sackcloth before the Lord. 12 They even 
surrounded the altar with sackcloth and 
cried out in unison, praying earnestly to 
the God of Israel not to give up their 
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infants as prey and their wives as booty, 
and the cities they had inherited to be 
destroyed, and the sanctuary to be pro
faned and desecrated to the malicious 
joy of the Gentiles. 13 So the Lord heard 
their prayers and looked upon their 
affliction; for the people fasted many 
days throughout Judea and in Jerusalem 
before the sanctuary of the Lord Al
mighty. 14And Jo'akim the high priest 
and all the priests who stood before the 
Lord and ministered to the Lord, with 
their loins girded with sackcloth, offered 
the continual burnt offerings and the 
vows and freewill offerings of the people. 
15 With ashes upon their turbans, they 
cried out to the Lord with all their 
might to look with favor upon the 
whole house of Israel. 

5 When Holofer'nes, the general of 
the Assyrian army, heard that the 

people of Israel had prepared for war and 
had closed the passes in the hills and had 
fortified all the high hilltops and set up 
barricades in the plains, 2 he was very 
angry. So he called together all the 
princes of Moab and the commanders 
of Ammon and all the governors of the 
coastland, 3 and said to them, "Tell me, 
you Canaanites, what people is this that 
lives in the hill country? What cities do 
they inhabit? How large is their army, 
and in what does their power or strength 
consist? Who rules over them as king, 
leading their army? 4And why have they 
alone, of all who live in the west, refused 
to come out and meet me?" 

5 Then Ach'ior, the leader of all the 
Ammonites, said to him, "Let my lord 
now hear a word from the mouth of 
your servant, and I will tell you the 
truth about this people that dwells in the 
nearby mountain district. No falsehood 
shall come from your servant's mouth. 
6 This people is descended from the 
Chalde'ans. ?At one time they lived in 
Mesopota'mia, because they would not 
follow the gods of their fathers who 
were in Chalde'a. 8 For they had left the 
ways of their ancestors, and they wor
shiped the God of heaven, the God 
they had come to know; hence they 
drove them out from the presence of 
their gods; and they fled to Mesopo
ta'mia, and lived there for a long time. 
9 Then their God commanded them to 
leave the place where they were living 
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and go to the land of Canaan. There they 
settled, and prospered, with much gold 
and silver and very many cattle. 10 When 
a famine spread over Canaan they went 
down to Egypt and lived there as long as 
they had food; and there they became 
a great multitude-so great that they 
could not be counted. 11 So the king of 
Egypt became hostile to them; he took 
advantage of them and set them to 
making bricks, and humbled them and 
made slaves of them. 12 Then they cried 
out to their God, and he afflicted the 
whole land of Egypt with incurable 
plagues; and so the Egyptians drove 
them out of their sight. 13 Then God 
dried up the Red Sea before them, 14 and 
he led them by the way of Sinai and 
Ka'desh-bar'nea, and drove out all the 
people of the wilderness. IS So they lived 
in the land of the Amorites, and by 
their might destroyed all the inhabitants 
of Heshbon; and crossing over the Jor
dan they took possession of all the hill 
country. 16And they drove out before 
them the Canaanites and the Per'izzites 
and the Jeb'usites and the She'chemites 
and all the Ger'gesites, and lived there a 
long time. 17As long as they did not sin 
against their God they prospered, for the 
God who hates iniquity is with them. 
18 But when they depaned from the way 
which he had appointed for them, they 
were utterly defeated in many battles 
and were led away captive to a foreign 
country; the temple of their God was 
razed to the ground, and their cities 
were captured by their enemies. 19 But 
now they have returned to their God, 
and have come back from the places to 
which they were scattered, and have 
occupied Jerusalem, where their sanc
tuary is, and have settled in the hill 
country, because it was uninhabited. 
20 Now therefore, my master and lord, 
if there is any unwitting error in this 
people and they sin against their God 
and we find out their offense, then we 
will go up and defeat them. 21 But if 
there is no transgression in their nation, 
then let my lord pass them by; for their 
Lord will defend them, and their God 
will protect them, and we shall be put 
to shame before the whole world." 

22 When Ach'ior had finished saying 
this, all the men standing around the 

tent began to complain; Holofer'nes' 
officers and all the men from the sea
coast and from Moab insisted that he 
must be put to death. 23 "For," they 
said, "we will not be afraid of the Israel
ites; they are a people with no strength 
or power for making war. 24 Therefore 
let us go up, Lord Holofer'nes, and they 
will be devoured by your vast army." 

6 When the disturbance made by the 
men outside the council died down, 

Holofer'nes, the commander of the As
syrian army, said to Ach'ior and all 
the Moabites in the presence of all the 
foreign contingents: 

2 "And who are you, Ach'ior, and 
you hirelings of E'phraim, to prophesy 
among us as you have done today and 
tell us not to make war against the 
people of Israel because their God will 
defend them? Who is God except 
Nebuchadnez'zar? 3 He will send his 
forces and will destroy them from the 
face of the earth, and their God will not 
deliver them-we the king's/ servants 
will destroy them as one man. They 
cannot resist the might of our cavalry. 
4 We will bum them up,g and their 
mountains will be drunk with their 
blood and their fields will be full of 
their dead. Theyh cannot withstand us, 
but will utterly perish. So says King 
Nebuchadnez'zar, the lord of the whole 
earth. For he has spoken; none of his 
words shall be in vain. 

5 "But you, Ach'ior, you Ammonite 
hireling, who have said these words on 
the day of your iniquity, you shall not 
see my face again from this day until I 
take revenge on this race that came our 
of Egypt. 6 Then the sword of my armv 
and the speari of my servants shall pierce 
your sides, and you shall fall among 
their wounded, when I return. 7 Now 
my slaves are going to take you back 
into the hill country and put you in one 
of the cities beside the passes, s and you 
will not die until you perish along with 
them. 9 If you really hope in your hean 
that they will not be taken, do not look 
downcast! I have spoken and none of 
my words shall fail." 

IO Then Holofer'nes ordered his 
slaves, who waited on him in his tent, to 
seize Ach'ior and take him to Bethu'lia 
and hand him over to the men of Israel. 

f Gk his g Other authorities add wirh it h Gk T"4 rrack of their Jeer i Lat Syr: Gk people 
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11 So the slaves took him and led him 
out of the camp into the plain, and from 
the plain they went up into the hill 
country and came to the springs below 
Bethu'lia. 12 When the men of the city 
saw them,hhey caught up their weapons 
and ran out of the city to the top of the 
hill, and all the slingers kept them from 
coming up by casting stones at them. 
13 However, they got under the shelter 
of the hill and they bound Ach'ior and 
left him lying at the foot of the hill, and 
returned to their master. 

14 Then the men of Israel came down 
from their city and found him; and they 
untied him and brought him into Be
thu'lia and placed him before the magis
trates of their city, 15 who in those days 
were Uzzi'ah the son of Micah, of the 
tribe of Simeon, and Chabris the son of 
Gothon'iel, and Charmis the son of 
Mel'chiel. 16 They called together all the 
elders of the city, and all their young 
men and their women ran to the assem
bly; and they set Ach'ior in the midst of 
all their people, and Uzzi'ah asked him 
what had happened. 17 He answered and 
told them what had taken place at the 
council of Holofer'nes, and all that he 
had said in the presence of the Assyrian 
leaders, and all that Holofer'nes had said 
so boastfully against the house of Israel. 
1 ~ Then the people fell down and wor
shiped God, and cried out to him, and 
said, 

19 "O Lord God of heaven, behold 
their arrogance, and have pity on the 
humiliation of our people, and look this 
day upon the faces of those who are 
consecrated to thee." 

20 Then they consoled Ach'ior, and 
praised him greatly. 21And Uzzi'ah took 
him from the assembly to his own house 
and gave a banquet for the elders; and 
all that night they called on the God of 
Israel for help. 

7 The next day Holofer'nes ordered 
his whole army, and all the allies who 

had joined him, to break camp and move 
against Bethu'lia, and to seize the passes 
up into the hill country and make war 
on the Israelites. 2 So all their warriors 
moved their camp that day; their force 
of men of war was one hundred and 
seventy thousand infantry and twelve 
thousand cavalry, together with the bag
i Other authorities add on the top of the hill 
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gage and the foot soldiers handling it, a 
very great multitude. 3 They encamped 
in the valley near Bethu'lia, beside the 
spring, and they spread out in breadth 
over Dothan as far as Balba'im and in 
length from Bethu'lia to Cy'amon, which 
faces Esdrae'lon. 

4 When the Israelites saw their vast 
numbers they were greatly terrified, and 
every one said to his neighbor, "These 
men will now lick up the face of the 
whole land; neither the high mountains 
nor the valleys nor the hills will bear 
their weight." s Then each man took up 
his weapons, and when they had kindled 
fires on their towers they remained on 
guard all that night. 

6 On the second day Holofer'nes led 
out all his cavalry in full view of the 
Israelites in Bethu'lia, 7 and examined 
the approaches to the city, and visited 
the springs that supplied their water, and 
seized them and set guards of soldiers 
over them, and then returned to his 
army. 

8 Then all the chieftains of the people 
of Esau and all the leaders of the Moab
ites and the commanders of the coastland 
came to him and said, 9 "Let our lord 
hear a word, lest his army be defeated. 
10 For these people, the Israelites, do 
not rely on their spears but on the height 
of the mountains where they live, for it 
is not easy to reach the tops of their 
mountains. 11 Therefore, my lord, do 
not fight against them in battle array, 
and not a man of your army will fall. 
12 Remain in your camp, and keep all 
the men in your forces with you; only 
let your servants take possession of the 
spring of water that flows from the foot 
of the mountain-13 for this is where all 
the people of Bethu'lia get their water. 
So thirst will destroy them, and they 
will give up their city. We and our peo
ple will go up to the tops of the nearby 
mountains and camp there to keep watch 
that not a man gets out of the city. 
14 They and their wives and children 
will waste away with famine, and before 
the sword reaches them they will be 
strewn about in the streets where they 
live. 15 So you will pay them back with 
evil, because they rebelled and did not 
receive you peaceably.'' 

16 These words pleased Holofer'nes 
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and all his servants, and he gave orders 
to do as they had said. I 7 So the army 
of the Ammonites moved forward, to
gether with five thousand Assyrians, and 
they encamped in the valley and seized 
the water supply and the springs of the 
Israelites. IBAnd the sons of Esau and 
the sons of Ammon went up and en
camped in the hill country opposite 
Dothan; and they sent some of their 
men toward the south and the east, 
toward Acr'aba, which is near Chusi 
beside the brook Mochmur. The rest of 
the Assyrian army encamped in the 
plain, and covered the whole face of the 
land, and their tents and supply trains 
spread out in great number, and they 
formed a vast multitude. 

19 The people of Israel cried out to 
the Lord their God, for their courage 
failed, because all their enemies had 
surrounded them and there was no way 
of escape from them. 20 The whole 
Assyrian army, their infantry, chariots, 
and cavalry, surrounded them for thirty
four days, until all the vessels of water be
longing to every inhabitant of Bethu'lia 
were empty; 21 their cisterns were going 
dry, and they did not have enough water 
to drink their fill for a single day, be
cause it was measured out to them to 
drink. 22 Their children lost heart, and 
the women and young men fainted from 
thirst and fell down in the streets of the 
city and in the passages through the 
gates; there was no strength left in them 
any longer. 

23 Then all the people, the young 
men, the women, and the children, gath
ered about Uzzi'ah and the rulers of 
the city and cried out with a loud voice, 
and said before all the elders, 24 "God be 
judge between you and us! For you have 
done us a great injury in not making 
peace with the Assyrians. 25 For now we 
have no one to help us; God has sold us 
into their hands, to strew us on the 
ground before them with thirst and utter 
destruction. 26 Now call them in and 
surrender the whole city to the army of 
Holofer'nes and to all his forces, to be 
plundered. 27 For it would be better for 
us to be captured by them;k for we will 
be slaves, but our lives will be spared, 
and we shall not witness the death of our 
babes before our eyes, or see our wives 
k Other authorities add than to die of thirst 

and children draw their last breath. 
28 We call to witness against you heaven 
and earth and our God, the Lord of our 
fathers, who punishes us according to 
our sins and the sins of our fathers. Let 
him not do this day the things which we 
have described!" 

29 Then great and general lamentation 
arose throughout the assembly, and they 
cried out to the Lord God with a loud 
voice. JO And Uzzi'ah said to them, "Have 
courage, my brothers! Let us hold out 
for five more days; by that time the 
Lord our God will restore to us his 
mercy, for he will not forsake us utterly. 
31 But if these days pass by, and no help 
comes for us, I will do what you say." 

32 Then he dismissed the people to 
their various posts, and they went up on 
the walls and towers of their city. The 
women and children he sent home. And 
they were greatly depressed in the ciry. 

8 At that time Judith heard about 
these things: she was the daughter 

of Merar'i the son of Ox, son of Joseph, 
son of O'ziel, son of Elki'ah, son of 
Anani'as, son of Gideon, son of Raph'
a-im, son of Ahi'tub, son of Eli'jah, 
son of Hilki'ah, son of Eli'ab, son of 
Nathan'a-el, son of Salam'iel, son of 
Sarasad'ai, son of Israel. 2 Her husband 
Manas'seh, who belonged to her tribe 
and family, had died during the barley 
harvest. 3 For as he stood overseeing the 
men who were binding sheaves in the 
field, he was overcome by the burning 
heat, and took to his bed and died in 
Bethu'lia his city. So they buried him 
with his fathers in the field between 
Dothan and Bala'mon. 4 Judith had 
lived at home as a widow for three years 
and four months. 5 She set up a tent for 
herself on the roof of her house, and 
girded sackcloth about her loins and 
wore the garments of her widowhood. 
6 She fasted all the days of her widow
hood, except the day before the sabbath 
and the sabbath itself, the day before the 
new moon and the day of the new moon, 
and the feasts and days of rejoicing of 
the house of Israel. 7 She was beautiful 
in appearance, and had a very lovely 
face; and her husband Manas'seh had 
left her gold and silver, and men and 
women slaves, and cattle, and fields; and 
she maintained this estate. s No one 
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spoke ill of her, for she feared God with 
great devotion. 

9 When Judith heard the wicked words 
spoken by the people against the ruler, 
because they were faint for lack of water, 
and when she heard all that Uzzi'ah said 
to them, and how he promised them 
under oath to surrender the city to the 
Assyrians after five days, 10 she sent her 
maid, who was in charge of all she pos
sessed, to summon' Chabris and Char
mis, the elders of her city. 11 They came 
to her, and she said to them, 

"Listen to me, rulers of the people of 
Bethu'lia! What you have said to the 
people today is not right; you have even 
sworn and pronounced this oath be
tween God and you, promising to sur
render the city to our enemies unless the 
Lord turns and helps us within so many 
days. 12 Who are you, that have put God 
to the test this day, and are setting 
yourselves up in the place ofm God 
among the sons of men? 13 You are 
putting the Lord Almighty to the test
but you will never know anything! 14 You 
cannot plumb the depths of the human 
heart, nor find out what a man is think
ing; how do you expect to search out 
God, who made all these things, and 
find out his mind or comprehend his 
thought? No, my brethren, do not pro
voke the Lord our God to anger. 15 For 
if he does not choose to help us within 
these five days, he has power to protect 
us within any time he pleases, or even 
to destroy us in the presence of our 
enemies. 16 Do not try to bind the pur
poses of the Lord our God; for God is 
not like man, to be threatened, nor like 
a human being, to be won over by 
pleading. 17 Therefore, while we wait 
for his deliverance, let us call upon him 
to help us, and he will hear our voice, 
if it pleases him. 

18 "For never in our generation, nor 
in these present days, has there been any 
tribe or family or people or city of ours 
which worshiped gods made with 
hands, as was done in days gone by-
19 and that was why our fathers were 
handed over to the sword, and to be 
plundered, and so they suffered a great 
catastrophe before our enemies. 20 But 
we know no other god but him, and 
therefore we hope that he will not dis-
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dain us or any of our nation. 21 For if 
we are captured all Judea will be cap
tured and our sanctuary will be plun
dered; and he will exact of usn the 
penalty for its desecration. 22And the 
slaughter of our brethren and the cap
tivity of the land and the desolation of 
our inheritance-all this he will bring 
upon our heads among the Gentiles, 
wherever we serve as slaves; and we 
shall be an offense and a reproach in 
the eyes of those who acquire us. 23 For 
our slavery will not bring us into favor, 
but the Lord our God will tum it to 
dishonor. 

24 "Now therefore, brethren, let us 
set an example to our brethren, for 
their lives depend upon us, and the 
sanctuary and the temple and the altar 
rest upon us. 25 In spite of everything 
let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God, who is putting us to the test as 
he did our forefathers. 26 Remember 
what he did with Abraham, and how 
he tested Isaac, and what happened to 
Jacob in Mesopota'mia in Syria, while 
he was keeping the sheep of Laban, 
his mother's brother. 27 For he has not 
tried us with fire, as he did them, to 
search their hearts, nor has he taken 
revenge upon us; but the Lord scourges 
those who draw near to him, in order 
to admonish them." 

28 Then Uzzi'ah said to her, "All 
that you have said has been spoken 
out of a true heart, and there is no 
one who can deny your words. 29 To
day is not the first time your wisdom 
has been shown, but from the beginning 
of your life all the people have recog
nized your understanding, for your 
heart's disposition is right. 30 But the 
people were very thirsty, and they 
compelled us to do for them what we 
have promised, and made us take an 
oath which we cannot break. 31 So pray 
for us, since you are a devout woman, 
and the Lord will send us rain to fill our 
cisterns and we will no longer be faint." 

32 Judith said to them, "Listen to 
me. I am about to do a thing which 
will go down through all generations 
of our descendants. 3.l Stand at the 
city gate tonight, and I will go out 
with my maid; and within the days 
after which you have promised to sur-

J Some authorities add Uzziah anJ (See verses 28 and 35) m Or above n Gk our blood 
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render the city to our enemies, the Lord 
will deliver Israel by my hand. J4 Only, 
do not try to find out what I plan; for I 
will not tell you until I have finished 
what I am about to do." 

35 Uzzi'ah and the rulers said to her, 
"Go in peace, and may the Lord God 
go before you, to take revenge upon our 
enemies." 36 So they returned from the 
tent and went to their posts. 

18 

9 Then Judith fell upon her face, 
and put ashes on her head, and un

covered the sackcloth she was wearing; 
and at the very time when that evening's 
incense was being offered in the house 
of God in Jerusalem, Judith cried out to 
the Lord with a loud voice, and said, 

2 "O Lord God of my father Simeon, 
to whom thou gavest a sword to take 
revenge on the strangers who had 
loosed the girdle0 of a virgin to defile 
her, and uncovered her thigh to put 
her to shame, and polluted her womb 
to disgrace her; for thou hast said, 'It 
shall not be done'-yet they did it. 
.1 So thou gavest up their rulers to be 
slain, and their bed, which was ashamed 
of the deceit they had practiced, to be 
stained with blood, and thou didst strike 
down slaves along with princes, and 
princes on their thrones; 4 and thou 
gavest their wives for a prey and their 
daughters to captivity, and all their booty 
to be divided among thy beloved sons, 
who were zealous for thee, and abhorred 
the pollution of their blood, and called 
on thee for help-0 God, my God, hear 
me also, a widow. 

5 "For thou hast done these things 
and those that went before and those 
that followed; thou hast designed the 
things that are now, and those that 
are to come. Yea, the things thou 
didst intend came to pass, 6 and the 
things thou didst will presented them
selves and said, 'Lo, we are here'; for 
all thy ways are prepared in advance, 
and thy judgment is with foreknowledge. 

7 "Behold now, the Assyrians are 
increased in their might; they are ex
alted, with their horses and riders; they 
glory in the strength of their foot sol
diers; they trust in shield and spear, 
in bow and sling, and know not that 
thou art the Lord who crushest wars; 
the Lord is thy name. 8 Break their 
o Cn: Gk womb P Gk she 
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strength by thy might, and bring down 
their power in thy anger; for they intend 
to defile thy sancruary, and to pollute 
the tabernacle where thy glorious name 
rests, and to cast down the horn of thy 
altar with the sword. 9 Behold their 
pride, and send thy wrath upon their 
heads; give to me, a widow, the strength 
to do what I plan. 10 By the deceit of 
my lips strike down the slave with the 
prince and the prince with his servant; 
crush their arrogance by the hand of a 
woman. 

11 "For thy power depends not up
on numbers, nor thy might upon men 
of strength; for thou art God of the 
lowly, helper of the oppressed, upholder 
of the weak, protector of the forlorn. 
savior of those without hope. 12 Hear, 
0 hear me, God of my father, God 
of the inheritance of Israel, Lord of 
heaven and earth, Creator of the wa
ters, King of all thy creation, hear my 
prayer! 13 Make my deceitful words to 
be their wound and stripe, for they 
have planned cruel things against thy 
covenant, and against thy consecrated 
house, and against the top of Zion, and 
against the house possessed by thy 
children. 14And cause thy whole nation 
and every tribe to know and understand 
that thou art God, the God of all 
power and might, and that there is n0 
other who protects the people of Israel 
but thou alone!" 

lo When JudithP had ceased crying 
out to the God of Israel, and had 

ended all these words, 2 she rose from 
where she lay prostrate and called her 
maid and went down into the house 
where she lived on sabbaths and on her 
feast days; 3 and she removed the sack
cloth which she had been wearing, and 
took off her widow's garments, and 
bathed her body with water, and anoint
ed herself with precious ointment. 
and combed her hair and put on a 
tiara, and arrayed herself in her gayest 
apparel, which she used to wear while 
her husband Manas'seh was living. 4And 
she put sandals on her feet, and put on 
her anklets and bracelets and rings, and 
her earrings and all her ornaments, and 
made herself very beautiful, to entice th1· 
eyes of all men who might see her. 5AnJ 
she gave her maid a bottle of wine and 
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a flask of oil, and filled a bag with 
parched grain and a cake of dried fruit 
and fine bread; and she wrapped up all 
her vessels and gave them to her to carry. 

6 Then they went out to the city gate 
of Bethu'lia, and found Uzzi'ah stand
ing there with the elders of the city, 
Chabris and Charmis. 7 When they 
saw her, and noted how her face was 
altered and her clothing changed, they 
greatly admired her beauty, and said to 
her, 8 "May the God of our fathers grant 
you favor and fulfil your plans, that 
the people of Israel may glory and Jeru
salem may be exalted." And she wor
shiped God. 

9 Then she said to them, "Order the 
gate of the city to be opened for me, 
and I will go out and accomplish the 
things about which you spoke with me." 
So they ordered the young men to open 
the gate for her, as she had said. 
10 When they had done this, Judith went 
out, she and her maid with her; and the 
men of the city watched her until she 
had gone down the mountain and passed 
through the valley and they could no 
longer see her. 

11 The women'' went straight on 
through the valley; and an Assyrian 
patrol met her 12 and took her into 
custody, and asked her, "To what peo
ple do you belong, and where are you 
coming from, and where are you go
ing?" She replied, "I am a daughter 
of the Hebrews, but I am fleeing from 
them, for they are about to be handed 
over to you to be devoured. 13 I am on 
my way to the presence of Holofer'nes 
the commander of your army, to give 
him a true report; and I will show him a 
way by which he can go and capture all 
the hill country without losing one of his 
men, captured or slain." 

14 When the men heard her words, 
and observed her face-she was in 
their eyes marvelously beautiful-they 
said to her, 15 "You have saved your 
life by hurrying down to the presence 
of our lord. Go at once to his tent; 
some of us will escort you and hand 
you over to him. 16And when you stand 
before him, do not be afraid in your 
heart, but tell him just what you have 
said, and he will treat you well." 

17 They chose from their number a 
c/ Gk They r Gk him 
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hundred men to accompany her and 
her maid, and they brought them to 
the tent of Holofer'nes. 18 There was 
great excitement in the whole camp, 
for her arrival was reported from tent 
to tent, and they came and stood 
around her as she waited outside the 
tent of Holofer'nes while they told him 
about her. I 9And they marveled at 
her beauty, and admired the Israelites, 
judging them by her, and every one 
said to his neighbor, "Who can de
spise these people, who have women 
like this among them? Surely not a man 
of them had better be left alive, for if 
we let them go they will be able to 
ensnare the whole world!" 

20 Then Holofer'nes' companions and 
all his servants came out and led her 
into the tent. 21 Holofer'nes was resting 
on his bed, under a canopy which was 
woven with purple and gold and emer
alds and precious stones. 22 When they 
told him of her he came forward to the 
front of the tent, with silver lamps car
ried before him. 23And when Judith 
came into the presence of Holofer'nes' 
and his servants, they all marveled at 
the beauty of her face; and she pros
trated herself and made obeisance to 
him, and his slaves raised her up. 

11 Then Holofer'nes said to her, 
"Take courage, woman, and do 

not be afraid in your heart, for I have 
never hurt any one who chose to serve 
Nebuchadnez'zar, the king of all the 
earth. 2And even now, if your people 
who live in the hill country had not 
slighted me, I would never have lifted 
my spear against them; but they have 
brought all this on themselves. 3And 
now tell me why you have fled from them 
and have come over to us-since you 
have come to safety. 4 Have courage; 
you will live, tonight and from now on. 
No one will hurt you, but all will treat 
you well, as they do the servants of my 
lord King Nebuchadnez'zar." 

5 Judith replied to him, "Accept the 
words of your servant, and let your 
maidservant speak in your presence, and 
I will tell nothing false to my lord 
this night. 6And if you follow out the 
words of your maidservant, God will 
accomplish something through you, and 
my lord will not fail to achieve his 
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purposes. 7 Nebuchadnez'zar the king of 
the whole earth Jives, and as his power 
endures, who has sent you to direct every 
living soul, not only do men serve him 
because of you, but also the beasts of 
the field and the cattle and the birds of 
the air will live by your power under 
Nebuchadnez'zar and all his house. 
8 For we have heard of your wisdom 
and skill, and it is reported throughout 
the whole world that you are the one 
good man in the whole kingdom, thor
oughly informed and marvelous in 
military strategy. 

9 "Now as for the things Ach'ior 
said in your council, we have heard 
his words, for the men of Bethu'Jia 
spared him and he told them all he 
had said to you. 10 Therefore, my lord 
and master, do not disregard what he 
said, but keep it in your mind, for it is 
true: our nation cannot be punished, 
nor can the sword prevail against them, 
unless they sin against their God. 

11 "And now, in order that my lord 
may not be defeated and his purpose 
frustrated, death will fall upon them, 
for a sin has overtaken them by which 
they are about to provoke their God 
to anger when they do what is wrong. 
12 Since their food supply is exhausted 
and their water has almost given out, 
they have planned to kill their cattle 
and have determined to use all that 
God by his laws has forbidden them 
to eat. IJ They have decided to con
sume the first fruits of the grain and 
the tithes of the wine and oil, which 
they had consecrated and set aside for 
the priests who minister in the presence 
of our God at Jerusalem-although it 
is not lawful for any of the people so 
much as to touch these things with 
their hands. 14 They have sent men to 
Jerusalem, because even the people 
Jiving there have been doing this, to 
bring back to them permission from the 
senate. 15 When the word reaches them 
and they proceed to do this, on that 
very day they will be handed over to 
you to be destroyed. 

16 "Therefore, when I, your servant, 
learned all this, I fled from them; and 
God has sent me to accomplish with 
you things that will astonish the whole 
world, as many as shall hear about 
s Or chariot 
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them. 17 For your servant is religious, 
and serves the God of heaven day and 
night; therefore, my lord, I will remain 
with you, and every night your servant 
will go out into the valley, and I will 
pray to God and he will tell me when 
they have committed their sins. 18And I 
will come and tell you, and then you 
shall go out with your whole army, 
and not one of them will withstand 
you. 19 Then I will lead you through 
the middle of Judea, till you come to 
Jerusalem; and I will set your throne• 
in the midst of it; and you will lead 
them like sheep that have no shepherd, 
and not a dog will so much as open 
its mouth to growl at you. For this has 
been told me, by my foreknowledge; it 
was announced to me, and I was sent 
to tell you." 

20 Her words pleased Holofer'nes and 
all his servants, and they marveled 
at her wisdom and said, 21 "There is 
not such a woman from one end of the 
earth to the other, either for beauty 
of face or wisdom of speech!" 22AnJ 
Holofer'nes said to her, "God has done 
well to send you before the people, to 
lend strength to our hands and to bring 
destruction upon those who have 
slighted my lord. 23 You are not only 
beautiful in appearance, but wise in 
speech; and if you do as you have said, 
your God shall be my God, and you 
shall Jive in the house of King Nebu
chadnez'zar and be renowned through
out the whole world." 

12 Then he commanded them to 
bring her in where his silver dishes 

were kept, and ordered them to set a 
table for her with some of his own food 
and to serve her with his own wine. 
2 But Judith said, "I cannot eat it, lest 
it be an offense; but I will be provided 
from the things I have brought with me.'' 
3 Holofer'nes said to her, "If your supply 
runs out, where can we get more like 
it for you? For none of your peopk 
is here with us." 4 Judith replied, "As 
your soul lives, my lord, your servant 
will not use up the things I have with 
me before the Lord carries out by my 
hand what he has determined to do." 

5 Then the servants of Holofer'nes 
brought her into the tent, and she 
slept until midnight. Along toward th<· 
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morning watch she arose 6 and sent 
to Holofer'nes and said, "Let my lord 
now command that your servant be 
permitted to go out and pray." 7 So 
Holofer'nes commanded his guards not 
to hinder her. And she remained in 
the camp for three days, and went out 
each night to the valley of Bethu'lia, and 
bathed at the spring in the camp.' 
8 When she came up from the spring she 
prayed the Lord God of Israel to direct 
her way for the raising up of her people. 
9 So she returned clean and stayed in 
the tent until she ate her food toward 
evening. 

10 On the fourth day Holofer'nes 
held a banquet for his slaves only, 
and did not invite any of his officers. 
!!And he said to Bago'as, the eunuch 
who had charge of all his personal 
affairs, "Go now and persuade the 
Hebrew woman who is in your care to 
join us and eat and drink with us. 
12 For it will be a disgrace if we let 
such a woman go without enjoying her 
company, for if we do not embrace her 
she will laugh at us." 13 So Bago'as 
went out from the presence of Holo
fer'nes, and approached her and said, 
"This beautiful maidservant will please 
come to my lord and be honored in 
his presence, and drink wine and be 
merry with us, and become today like 
one of the daughters of the Assyrians 
who serve in the house of Nebuchad
nez'zar." 14And Judith said, "Who am 
I, to refuse my lord? Surely whatever 
pleases him I will do at once, and it will 
be a joy to me until the day of my 
death!" 15 So she got up and arrayed 
herself in all her woman's finery, and 
her maid went and spread on the ground 
for her before Holofer'nes the soft 
fleeces which she had received from 
Bago'as for her daily use, so that she 
might recline on them when she ate. 

16 Then Judith came in and Jay down, 
and Holofer'nes' heart was ravished 
with her and he was moved with great 
desire to possess her; for he had been 
waiting for an opportunity to deceive 
her, ever since the day he first saw her. 
17 So Holofer'nes said to her, "Drink 
now, and be merry with us!" 18 Judith 
said, "I will drink now, my lord, be
cause my life means more to me today 
I Other authoritiea omit in t~ tamp 
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than in all the days since I was born." 
19 Then she took and ate and drank be
fore him what her maid had prepared. 
20And Holofer'nes was greatly pleased 
with her, and drank a great quantity 
of wine, much more than he had ever 
drunk in any one day since he was born. 

13 When evening came, his slaves 
quickly withdrew, and Bago'as 

closed the tent from outside and shut 
out the attendants from his master's 
presence; and they went to bed, for 
they all were weary because the ban
quet had lasted long. 2 So Judith was 
left alone in the tent, with Holofer'nes 
stretched out on his bed, for he was 
overcome with wine. 

3 Now Judith had told her maid 
to stand outside the bedchamber and 
to wait for her to come out, as she 
did every day; for she said she would 
be going out for her prayers. And she 
had said the same thing to Bago'as. 
4 So every one went out, and no one, 
either small or great, was left in the 
bedchamber. Then Judith, standing 
beside his bed, said in her heart, "O 
Lord God of all might, look in this 
hour upon the work of my hands for 
the exaltation of Jerusalem. 5 For now 
is the time to help thy inheritance, and 
to carry out my undertaking for the 
destruction of the enemies who have 
risen up against us." 

6 She went up to the post at the 
end of the bed, above Holofer'nes' 
head, and took down his sword that 
hung there. 7 She came close to his 
bed and took hold of the hair of his 
head, and said, "Give me strength 
this day, 0 Lord God of Israel!" 8And 
she struck his neck twice with all her 
might, and severed his head from his 
body. 9 Then she tumbled his body 
off the bed and pulled down the canopy 
from the posts; after a moment she 
went out, and gave Holofer'nes' head 
to her maid, 10 who placed it in her 
food bag. 

Then the two of them went out to
gether, as they were accustomed to go 
for prayer; and they passed through the 
camp and circled around the valley 
and went up the mountain to Bethu'lia 
and came to its gates. II Judith called 
out from afar to the watchmen at the 
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gates, "Open, open the gate! God, our 
God, is still with us, to show his power 
in Israel, and his strength against our 
enemies, even as he has done this day!" 

12 When the men of her city heard 
her voice, they hurried down to the 
city gate and called together the elders 
of the city. 13 They all ran together, both 
small and great, for it was unbelievable 
that she had returned; they opened the 
gate and admined them, and they kin
dled a fire for light, and gathered around 
them. 14 Then she said to them with a 
loud voice, "Praise God, 0 praise him! 
Praise God, who has not withdrawn 
his mercy from the house of Israel, 
but has destroyed our enemies by my 
hand this very night!" 

15 Then she took the head out of 
the bag and showed it to them, and 
said, "See, here is the head of Holo
fer'nes, the commander of the Assyrian 
army, and here is the canopy beneath 
which he lay in his drunken stupor. 
The Lord has struck him down by the 
hand of a woman. 16As the Lord lives, 
who has protected me in the way I went, 
it was my face that tricked him to his 
destruction, and yet he committed no 
act of sin with me, to defile and shame 
me.'' 

17 All the people were greatly as
tonished, and bowed down and wor
shiped God, and said with one accord, 
"Blessed art thou, our God, who hast 
brought into contempt this day the 
enemies of thy people." 

18 And Uzzi'ah said to her, "O 
daughter, you are blessed by the Most 
High God above all women on earth; 
and blessed be the Lord God, who 
created the heavens and the earth, who 
has guided you to strike the head of 
the leader of our enemies. 19 Your hope 
will never depart from the hearts of 
men, as they remember the power of 
God. 20 May God grant this to be a 
perpetual honor to you, and may he 
visit you with blessings, because you 
did not spare your own life when our 
nation was brought low, but have 
avenged our ruin, walking in the straight 
path before our God." And all the 
people said, "So be it, so be it!" 

14 Then Judith said to them, "Lis
ten to me, my brethren, and take 

this head and hang it upon the parapet 

of your wall. 2And as soon as morning 
comes and the sun rises, let every valiant 
man take his weapons and go out of the 
city, and set a captain over them, as if 
you were going down to the plain against 
the Assyrian outpost; only do not go 
down. J Then they will seize their arms 
and go into the camp and rouse the 
officers of the Assyrian army; and they 
will rush into the tent ofHolofer'nes, and 
will not find him. Then fear will come 
over them, and they will flee before you, 
4 and you and all who live within the 
borders of Israel shall pursue them and 
cut them down as they flee. 5 But before 
you do all this, bring Ach'ior the Am
monite to me, and let him see and 
recognize the man who despised the 
house of Israel and sent him to us as 
if to his death." 

6 So they summoned Ach'ior from the 
house of Uzzi'ah. And when he came 
and saw the head of Holofer'nes in the 
hand of one of the men at the gathering 
of the people, he fell down on his face 
and his spirit failed him. 7 And when 
they raised him up he fell at Judith's 
feet, and knelt before her, and said, 
"Blessed are you in every tent of Judah! 
In every nation those who hear your 
name will be alarmed. 8 Now tell me 
what you have done during these 
days." 

Then Judith described to him in the 
presence of the people all that she had 
done, from the day she left until the 
moment of her speaking to them. 9And 
when she had finished, the people raised 
a great shout and made a joyful noise 
in their city. IOAnd when Ach'ior saw 
all that the God of Israel had done, he 
believed firmly in God, and was cir
cumcised, and joined the house of Israel, 
remaining so to this day. 

11 As soon as it was dawn they hung 
the head of Holofer'nes on the wall, 
and every man took his weapons, and 
they went out in companies to the passes 
in the mountains. 12And when the 
Assyrians saw them they sent word to 
their commanders, and they went to 
the generals and the captains and to all 
their officers. 13 So they came to Holo
fer'nes' tent and said to the steward in 
charge of all his personal affairs, "Wake 
up our lord, for the slaves have been 
so bold as to come down against us and 
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to give battle, in order to be destroyed 
completely.'' 

14 So Bago'as went in and knocked 
at the door of the tent, for he supposed 
that he was sleeping with Judith. IS But 
when no one answered, he opened it 
and went into the bedchamber and found 
him thrown down on the platform dead, 
with his head cut off and missing. 16And 
he cried out with a loud voice and 
wept and groaned and shouted, and 
rent his garments. 17 Then he went to 
the tent where Judith had stayed, and 
when he did not find her he rushed out 
to the people and shouted, 18 "The slaves 
have tricked us! One Hebrew woman 
has brought disgrace upon the house of 
King Nebuchadnez'zar! For look, here 
is Holofcr'nes lying on the ground, and 
his head is not on him!" 

19 When the leaders of the Assyrian 
army heard this, they rent their tunics 
and were greatly dismayed, and their 
loud cries and shouts arose in the midst 
of the camp. 

15 When the men in the tents heard 
it, they were amazed at what had 

happened. 2 Fear and trembling came 
over them, so that they did not wait for 
one another, but with one impulse all 
rushed out and fled by every path across 
the plain and through the hill country. 
.1 Those who had camped in the hills 
around Bethu'Iia also took to flight. 
Then the men of Israel, every one that 
was a soldier, rushed out upon them. 
4And Uzzi'ah sent men to Betomastha'im 
and Be'bai and Choba and Kola, and to 
all the frontiers of Israel, to tell what 
had taken place and to urge all to rush 
out upon their enemies to destroy them. 
>And when the Israelites heard it, with 
one accord they fell upon the enemy,u 
and cut them down as far as Choba. 
Those in Jerusalem and all the hill 
country also came, for they were told 
what had happened in the camp of 
the enemy; and those in Gilead and 
in Galilee outflanked them with great 
slaughter, even beyond Damascus and 
its borders. 0 The rest of the people of 
Bethu'Iia fell upon the Assyrian camp 
and plundered it, and were greatly en
riched. 7And the Israelites, when they 
returned from the slaughter, took pos
session of what remained, and the vii-
" Gk them ~·Other authorities read a psalm and praise 
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]ages and towns in the hill country 
and in the plain got a great amount of 
booty, for there was a vast quantity 
of it. 

8 Then Jo'akim the high priest, and 
the senate of the people of Israel who 
lived at Jerusalem, came to witness the 
good things which the Lord had done 
for Israel, and to see Judith and to 
greet her. YAnd when they met her they 
all blessed her with one accord and said 
to her, "You are the exaltation of Jerusa
lem, you are the great glory of Israel, 
you are the great pride of our nation! 
10 You have done all this singlehanded; 
you have done great good to Israel, and 
God is well pleased with it. May the 
Almighty Lord bless you for ever!" And 
all the people said, "So be it!" 

11 So all the people plundered the 
camp for thirty days. They gave Judith 
the tent of Holofer'nes and all his silver 
dishes and his beds and his bowls and 
all his furniture; and she took them and 
loaded her mule and hitched up her 
carts and piled the things on them. 

12 Then all the women of Israel 
gathered to see her, and blessed her, 
and some of them performed a dance 
for her; and she took branches in her 
hands and gave them to the women 
who were with her; I J and they crowned 
themselves with olive wreaths, she and 
those who were with her; and she went 
before all the people in the dance, lead
ing all the women, while all the men of 
Israel followed, bearing their arms and 
wearing garlands and with songs on their 
lips. 

16 Then Judith began this thanks
giving before all Israel, and all the 

people loudly sang this song of praise. 
2And Judith said, 

Begin a song to my God with tambou
rines, 

sing to my Lord with cymbals. 
Raise to him a new psalm; .. 

exalt him, and call upon his name. 
J For God is the Lord who crushes wars; 

for he has delivered me out of the 
hands of my pursuers, 

and brought me into his camp, in 
the midst of the people. 

4 The Assyrian came down from the 
mountains of the north; 
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he came with myriads of his warri

ors; 
their multitude blocked up the valleys, 

their cavalry covered the hills. 
s He boasted that he would bum up my 

territory, 
and kill my young men with the 

sword, 
and dash my infants to the ground 

and seize my children as prey, 
and take my virgins as booty. 

24 

6 But the Lord Almighty has foiled them 
by the hand of a woman. 

7 For their mighty one did not fall by 
the hands of the young men, 

nor did the sons of the Titans smite 
him 

nor did tall giants set upon him; 
but Judith the daughter of Merar'i 

undid him 
with the beauty of her countenance. 

B For she took off her widow's mourn
ing 

to exalt the oppressed in Israel. 
She anointed her face with ointment 

and fastened her hair with a tiara 
and put on a linen gown to deceive 

him. 
9 Her sandal ravished his eyes, 

her beauty captivated his mind, 
and the sword severed his neck. 

10 The Persians trembled at her boldness, 
the Medes were daunted at her dar

ing. 

11 Then my oppressed people shouted 
for joy; 

for weak people shoutedw and the 
enemyx trembled; 

they lifted up their voices, and the 
enemyx were turned back. 

12 The sons of maidservants have pierced 
them through; 

they were wounded like the children 
of fugitives, 

they perished before the army of my 
Lord. 

13 I will sing to my God a new song: 
0 Lord, thou art great and glorious, 

wonderful in strength, invincible. 
14 Let all thy creatures serve thee, 

for thou didst speak, and they were 
made. 

Judith's song of rejoicin!{ 
Thou didst send forth thy Spirit,Y and 

it formed them; 
there is none that can resist thy 

voice. 
15 For the mountains shall be shaken to 

their foundations with the waters; 
at thy presence the rocks shall melt 

like wax, 
but to those who fear thee 

thou wilt continue to show mercy. 
16 For every sacrifice as a fragrant offer

ing is a small thing, 
and all fat for burnt offerings to thee 

is a very little thing, 
but he who fears the Lord shall be 

great for ever. 

17 Woe to the nations that rise up against 
my people! 

The Lord Almighty will take 
vengeance on them in the day of 
judgment; 

fire and worms he will give to their 
flesh; 

they shall weep in pain for ever. 

18 When they arrived at Jerusalem 
they worshiped God. As soon as the 
people were purified, they offered their 
burnt offerings, their freewill offerings, 
and their gifts. 19 Judith also dedicated 
to God all the vessels of Holofer'nes, 
which the people had given her; and the 
canopy which she took for herself from 
his bedchamber she gave as a votive 
offering to the Lord. 20 So the people 
continued feasting in Jerusalem before 
the sanctuary for three months, and 
Judith remained with them. 

21 After this every one returned home 
to his own inheritance, and Judith went 
to Bethu'lia, and remained on her estate, 
and was honored in her time through
out the whole country. 22 Many desired 
to marry her, but she remained a widow 
all the days of her life after Manas'sch 
her husband died and was gathered to his 
people. 2J She became more and more 
famous, and grew old in her husband's 
house, until she was one hundred and 
five years old. She set her maid free. She 
died in Bethu'lia, and they buried her in 
the cave of her husband Manas'seh. 
24 and the house of Israel mourned for 
her seven days. Before she died she dis
tributed her property to all those who 

w Other authorities read feared x Gk they Y Or bre1Jth 
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were next of kin to her husband Manas' -
seh, and to her own nearest kindred. 
25And no one ever again spread terror 

among the people of Israel in the days 
of Judith, or for a long time after her 
death. 

THE ADDITIONS TO THE BOOK OF ESTHER 
WITH THE RSV TRANSLATION OF THE 

HEBREW TEXT OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER 

The deuterocanonical portions of the Book of Esther are additional passages 

found in the Greek translation of the Book of Esther. Their disordered 

chapter numbers come from their displacement to the end of the canonical 

Book of Esther by Jerome in his Latin translation. So that they may be 

seen in their proper context, they are presented here with the RSV transla

tion of the Hebrew text of the Book of Esther, which is printed in different 

type. 

11 2 In the second year of the reign 
of Ahasu-e'rus' the Great, on the 

first day of Nisan, Mor'decai the son of 
Ja'ir, son of Shim'e-i, son of Kish, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, had a dream. 3 He 
was a Jew, dwelling in the city of Susa, 
a great man, serving in the court of the 
king. 4 He was one of the captives whom 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon had 
brought from Jerusalem with Jeconi'ah 
king of Judea. And this was his dream: 

5 Behold, noise" and confusion, thun
ders and earthquake, tumult upon the 
earth! 6And behold, two great dragons 
came forward, both ready to fight, and 
they roared terribly. ?And at their roar
ing every nation prepared for war, to 
fight against the nation of the right
eous. BAnd behold, a day of darkness 
and gloom, tribulation and distress, 
affliction and great tumult upon the 
earth! .'!And the whole righteous nation 
was troubled; they feared the evils that 
threatened them, and were ready to 
perish. 10 Then they cried to God; 
and from their cry, as though from a 
tiny spring, there came a great river, 
with abundant water; 11 light came, and 
the sun rose, and the lowly were exalted 
and consumed those held in honor. 

12 Mor'decai saw in this dream what 
God had detennined to do, and after 
a Or voices x Gk: Artaxerxt's 

he awoke he had it on his mind and 
sought all day to understand it in every 
detail. 

12 Now Mor'decai took his rest in 
the courtyard with Gab'atha and 

Tharra, the two eunuchs of the king 
who kept watch in the courtyard. 2 He 
overheard their conversation and in
quired into their purposes, and learned 
that they were preparing to lay hands 
upon Ahasu-e'rus' the king; and he in
formed the king concerning them. 3 Then 
the king examined the two eunuchs, and 
when they confessed they were led to 
execution. 4 The king made a permanent 
record of these things, and Mor'decai 
wrote an account of them. 5 And the king 
ordered Mor' decai to serve in the court 
and rewarded him for these things. 
6 But Haman, the son of Hammeda'tha, 
a Bougae'an, was in great honor with 
the king, and he sought to injure 
Mor' decai and his people because of the 
two eunuchs of the king. 

1 In the days of Ahasu-e'rus, the 
Ahasu-e'rus who reigned from 

India to Ethopia over one hundred and 
twenty-seven provinces, 2 in those days 
when King Ahasu-e'rus sat on his royal 
throne in Susa the capital, 3in the third 
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year of his reign he gave a banquet for 
all his princes and servants, the army 
chiefs" of Persia and Media and the 
nobles and governors of the provinces 
being before him, 4while he showed the 
riches of his royal glory and the splen
dor and pomp of his majesty for many 
days, a huncfred and eighty days. s And 
when these days were completed, the 
king gave for all the people present in 
Susa the capital, both great and small, 
a banquet lasting for seven days, in the 
court of the garden of the king's palace. 
6 There were white cotton curtams and 
blue hangings caught up with cords of 
fine linen and purple to silver rings" and 
marble pillars, and also couches of gold 
and silver on a mosaic pavement of 
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and 
precious stones. 7 Drinks were served 
in golden goblets, foblecs of different 
kinds, and the roya wine was lavished 
according to the bounty of the king. 
8 And drinking was according to the 
law, no one was compelled; for the king 
had given orders to all the officials of 
his palace to do as every man desired. 
9Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for 
the women in the palace which belonged 
to King Ahasu-e'rus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the 
heart of the king was merry with wine, 
he commanded Mehu'man, Bizcha, 
Harbo'na, Bigcha and Abag'cha, 
Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs 
who served King Ahasu-e'rus as cham
berlains, 11 zo bring Queen V ashci 
before the king with her royal crown, 
in order to show l he peoples and z he 
princes her beauty; for she was fair 
to behold. 12Buc Oueen Vashti refused 
to come at the lilng's command con
veyed by the eunuchs. Ar chis the king 
was enraged, and his anger burned 
within him. 

13 Then the king said lo the wise men 
who knew the rimes-for chis was the 
king's procedure toward all who were 
versed in law and judgment, 14the men 
next co him being Carshe'na, Shethar, 
Adma'cha, Tarshish, Meres, Marse'na, 
and Memu'can, the seven princes o/ 
Persia and Media, who saw the kings 
face, and sat first in the kingdom-: 
I S"According to the law, what is to be 
done to Queen Vashti, because she has 
not performed the command of King 

aHeb: zht army bOr rods 

26 Vashti deposed 
Ahasu-e'rus conveyed by the eunuchs?" 
16Then Memu'can said in presence of 
the king and the princes, "Noc only to 
the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, 
but also to all the princes and all the 
peoples who are in all the provinces of 
King Ahasu-e'rus. 17 For chis deed of 
the queen will be made known 10 all 
women, causing chem to look with con
tempt upon their husbands, since they 
will say, 'King Ahasu-e'rus commanded 
Queen Vashti to be brou£ht before him, 
and she did not come.' l'BThis very day 
the ladies uf Persia and Media who have 
heard of the queen's behavior will be 
telling it co all the king's princes, and 
there will be contempt arid wrath in 
plemy. 19 Jf it please the king, let a royal 
order go forth from him, and let it be 
written among the laws of the Persians 
and the Medes so chat ll may not be 
al!ered, chat Vashti is co come no more 
be/ore King Ahasu-e'rus; and lee the 
kmg give her royal position to another 
who is better than she. 20So when the 
decree made by the king is proclaimed 
throughout all his kingdom, vase as it is, 
all women will give honor to their hus
bands, high and lo•w." 21 This advic.: 
pleased the king and the princes, and 
the king did as Memu 'can proposed; 
22he sem letters ro all the royal prm•
inces, to every province in its own scripr 
and to every people in its own language, 
chat every man be lord in his own lumse 
and speak according to the language of 
his people. 

2 After these things, when the anga 
of King Ahasu-e 'rus had abated, he 

remembered Vashti and what she had 
done and what had been decreed against 
her. 2 Then the king's servams who 
attended him said, "Let beautiful yozmg 
virgins be sought om for the king. >And 
let the king appoint officers in all the 
provinces of hzs kingdom to gather all 
the beautiful young virgins to the harem 
in Susa the capital, under custody of 
Hegai the king's eunuch who zs in 
charge of the women; let their oim
ments be given them. 4 And let the 
maiden who pleases the king be queen 
instead of Vashti." This pleased tlz.c 
king, and he did so. 

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa th.c 
capital whose name was Mor'decai, th.· 
son of Ja'ir, son of Shim'e-i, son oj 
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Kish, a Benjaminite, t>wlw had been 
carried away from Jerusalem among the 
captives carried away with Jeconi' ah 
kmg of Judah, whom Nebuchadnez'zar 
king of Babylon had carried away. 
7 He had brought up Hadas' sah, chat is 
Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for 
she had neither father nor mother; the 
maiden was beautiful and lovely, and 
when her father and her mother died, 
Mor'decai adopted her as his own 
daughter. BSo when the king's order 
and his edict were proclaimed, and 
when many maidens were gathered in 
Susa the capital in custody of Hegai, 
Esther also was taken into che king's 
palace and put in custody of Hegai who 
had charge of the women. 9 And the 
maiden pleased him and won his favor; 
and he quickly provided her with her 
ointments and her portion of food, and 
with seven chosen maids from che king's 
palace, and advanced her and her 
maids co the best place in the harem. 
Io Esther had not made known her 
people or kindred, for Mor' decai had 
charged her not co make it known. 
11 And every day Mor'decai walked in 

front of the court of the harem, co learn 
Jww Escher was and how she fared. 

12 Now when che turn came for each 
maiden co go in to King Ahasu-e'rus, 
after being twelve months under che 
regulations for the women, since this 
was the regular period 01 cheir beauti
fying, six months with oi of myrrh and 
six months with spices and ointments 
for women- 13when the maiden went 
in to the king in this way she was given 
whatever she desired to take with her 
from the harem to the king's palace. 
14 fn the evening she went, and in the 
morning she came back to the second 
harem in custody of Sha-ash 'gaz the 
king's eunuch, wlw was in charge of the 
concubines; she did not go in co the 
king again, unless che king delighted in 
her and she was summoned by name. 

15 When the turn came for Escher 
the daughter of Ab'ihail the uncle of 
Mor'decai, wlw had adopted her as his 
own daughter, to go in to the king, she 
asked for nothing except what Hegai the 
king's eunuch, wlw had charge of the 
women, advised. Now Esther found 
favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 
16 And when Esther was taken to King 
Ahasu-e'rus into his royal palace in the 
c Or a holiday 

27 ESTHER 3 
tenth month, which is the month of 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 
17 the king loved Esther more than all 
the women, and she fowid grace and 
favor in his sight more than all the 
virgins, so that he set the royal crown on 
her head and made her queen instead of 
Vashti. 18Then the king gave a great 
banquet to all his princes and servants; 
ir was Esther's banquet. He also 
granted a remission oj taxes' co the 
provinces, and gave gifts with royal 
liberality. 

19 When the virgins were gathered 
together the second time, Mor'decai 
was sitting at the king's gate. 20Now 
Esther had not made known her kindred 
or her people, as Mor' decai had char~ed 
her; for Esther obeyed Mor 'decai ;ust 
as when she was brought up by him. 
21And in tlwse days, as Mor'decai was 
sitting at the king's !{ate, Bigthan and 
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who 
guarded the threshold, became angry 
and soul{ht to lay hands on King Ahasu
e 'rus. 21And this came co the knowledge 
of Mor' decai, and he told it to Queen 
Esther, and Esther told che king m the 
name of Mor'decai. 23When the affair 
was invesrzf(ated and found co be so, the 
men were both hanged on the gallows. 
And it was recorded in the Book of the 
Chronicles in the presence of the king. 

3 After these things King Ahasu-e'rus 
promoted Haman the Ag'agite, the 

son of Hammeda'tha, and advanced 
him and se( his seat above all the 
princes who were with him. 2And all the 
king's servants who were at the king's 
gate bowed down and did obeisance to 
Haman; for the king had so commanded 
concerning him. But Mor' decai did not 
bow down or do obeisance. J Then the 
king's servants who were at the king's 
gate said to Mor'decai, "Why do you 
transgress the king's command?" 4And 
when they spoke co him day after day 
and he would not listen to them, they 
told Haman, in order to see whether 
Mor' decai's words would avail; for he 
had told them chat he was a Jew. s And 
when Haman saw that Mor'decai did 
not bow down or do obeisance to him, 
Haman was filled with fury. 6 Bue he 
disdained co lay hands on Mor'decai 
alone. So, as they had made known to 
him che people of Mor'decai, Haman 
sought to destroy all the Jews, the 
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people of Mor'decai, rhroughour the 
whole kingdom of Alwm-e'rtts, 

7 In rhe firsr momh, which is rhe 
11101/lh of Nisan, i11 rhe Twelfth year of 
Ki11g Aha511-e'rns, they case Pur, chat zs 
the /or, before Haman day afrer day; 
a11d they case it 1110111h after monch rill 
rhe rwelfrh 111011rh, which is rhe monrh 
of Adar, 8 The11 Haman said co King 
AhaS11-e'rus, "There is a certain people 
scarcered abroad a11d dispersed among 
the peoples i11 all the prmiinces of your 
ki11gdo111; Their laws are different from 
Those of every ocher people, and they do 
1101 keep rhe king's laws, so char it is nor 
for the king's profir To Tolerate them, 
9 If ir please rhe king, let it be decreed 
chat rhey be destroyed, and I will pay 
ten Thousand ca/ems of silver imo the 
hands of rhose wlw have charge of rhe 
kilig's business, rhar they mav put it 
imo the king's treasuries." TDSo the 
king rook his sig11er ring from his hand 
and gave it to Haman the Ag' agice, rhe 
son of Hammeda'tha, the enemy of the 
Jews. 11 And the king said co Ha111a11, 
"The 111011ey is given co ,you, the people 
also, co do with chem as IC seems good co 
you.'' 

12 The11 the king's secreraries were 
swnm011ed 011 the rhirteemh day of the 
first momh, and an edict, accordilig co 
all rhar Haman commanded, was wrir
ten to the ki11g's satraps and co the 
governors over all the prmiinces and co 
the pri11ces of all the peoples, co every 
prmii11ce in ics own script and every people 
i11 its ow11 la11guage; it was wricten in the 
name of King Aham-e'n1s and sealed with 
the king's ri11g. I ,1Lecters were sem by 
couriers co all the ki11g's provi11ces, to 
destroy, to slay, and ro annihilate all 
Jews, young and old, women and children, 
in one day, the chirteemh day of the 
twelfth momh, which is the 111011rh of 
Adar, a11d 10 plunder Their goods. 

13 This is a copy of the letter: "The 
Great King, Ahasu-e'rusx, to the 

rulers of the hundred and twenty-seven 
provinces from India to Ethiopia and to 
the governors under them, writes thus: 

2 "Having become ruler of many 
nations and master of the whole world, 
not elated with presumption of authority 
but always acung reasonably and with 
kindness, I have determined to settle 
the lives of my subjects ih lasting 

x Gk: Artaxerxes 
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tranquillity and, in order to make my 
kingdom peaceable and open to travel 
throughout all its extent, to re-establish 
the peace which all men desire. 

3 "When I asked my counselors 
how this might be accomplished, Ha
man, who excels among us in sound 
judgment, and is distinguished for hi' 
unchanging good will and steadf~r 
fidelity, and has auained the second 
place in the kingdom, ~pointed out to 
us chat among all the nations in the 
world there is scattered a certain hostile 
people, who have laws contrary to those 
of every nation and continually disre
gard the ordinances of the kings, so that 
the unifying of the kingdom which we 
honorably mtend cannot be broughr 
abouL >We understand that this people. 
and it alone, stands constantly in op
position to all men, perversely folk1w
ing a strange manner of life and laws, 
and is ill-disposed to our government, 
doing all the harm they can so that our 
kingdom may not attain stability. 

6 "Therefore we have decreed tha1 
those indicated to you in the letters of 
Haman, who is in charge of affairs and 
is our second father, shall all, with 
their wives and children, be utterlv d~
stroyed by the sword of their enemie,, 
without pity or mercy, on the fourteenth 
day of the twelfth month, Adar, of thi' 
present year, ~so that those who have 
long been and are now hostile may in 
one day go down in violence to Hades, 
and leave our government completely 
secure and untroubled hereafter.' 

3 l~A copy of the docwnem was co be 
ismed as a decree in evel)• prm:i11ce b\' 

proclamation to all the peoples to be ready 
for rhar day. 15 The couriers w.:111 '11 ha.<Ti' 
by order of the ki1ig, and the decree was 
isrned in Susa the capital. And the ki11g 
and Haman sac dow11 10 dri11k; but the 
city of Susa was perplexed. 

4 When Mor 'decai learned all rhar 
had bee11 do11e, Mor 'decai rem his 

clothes a11d pm 011 sackclorh a11d ashes, 
and wem our imo rhe 111idst of rhe ciT\', 
waili11g wirh a loud awl birc.:r cry; ci1t· 
went up To rhe e111ra11ce of rhe ki11g's 
gare, for 110 011e mighr enrer rhe ki11g\ 
gate clothed with sackcloth. .1 A11d i11 

every prc1vince, where'ver the ki11g\ 
com111a11d a11d his decree came, rhac 
was great 11101m1i11g a111ong the Jews, 
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with fasting and weeping and lament
ing, and most of them lay in sackcloth 
and ashes. 

4 When Esther's maids and her eu
nuchs came and told her, the queen was 
deeply distressed; she sent garments to 
clothe Mor'decai, so that he might take 
off his sackcloth, but he would not 
accept them. SThen Esther called for 
Hathach

1 
one of the king's eunuchs, 

who haa been appointed to allend her, 
and ordered him to go to Mor'decai to 
learn what this was and why it was. 
hHathach went out to Mor'decai in the 
open square of the cit7 in front of the 
king's gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all 
that had happened to him, and the 
exact sum of money that Haman had 
promised lo pay into the king's treas
uries for the destruction of the Jews. 
KMor 'decai also gave him a copy of 
the wrillen decree issued in Susa for 
their destruction, that he might show 
it to Esther and explain it to her and 
char1:e her to go to the king to make 
supplication to him and entreat him 
for her people. 9 And Hathach went and 
told Esther what Mor'decai had said. 
Io Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 

gave him a message for Mor'decai, 
saying, I I "All the king's servants and 
the people of the king's provinces know 
1ha1 if any man or woman goes to the 
king mside the inner court without being 
called, there is but one law; all alike 
are to be put to death, except the one to 
whom the king holds out the golden 
scepter that he may live. And I have not 
been called to come in to the king these 
thirty days." 12And they told Mor 'decai 
what Esther had said. 13Then Mor'
decai told them to return answer to 
E.<rher, "Think not that in the king's 
palace you will escafe any more than 
all the other Jews. 4 For if you keep 
silence at such a time as this, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another quarter, but you an your fa
ther's house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the king
dom for such a time as this?" I 5 Then 
Esther told them lo repjy to Mor'decai, 
lh"Go, gather all the Jews to be found 
in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, 
and neither eat nor drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my maids will also 
fast as you do. Then I will go to the 
king, though it is against the law; and 
b Mordecai c Gk for they are looking Mpon 1u 

29 ESTHER 14 
if I perish, I perish." 11Mor'decai then 
went away and did everything as Esther 
had ordered him. 

13 KThen heb prayed co the Lord, 
calling to remembrance all the 

works of the Lord. He said: 
9 "O Lord, Lord, King who rulest 

over all things, for the universe is in 
thy power and there is no one who 
can oppose thee if it is thy will to save 
Israel. 10 For thou hast made heaven 
and earth and every wonderful thing 
under heaven, 11 and thou art Lord of 
all, and there is no one who can resist 
thee, who art the Lord. 12 Thou know
est all things; thou knowest, 0 Lord, 
that it was not in insolence or pride or 
for any love of glory that I did this, and 
refused to bow down to this proud 
Haman. 13 For I would have been will
ing to kiss the soles of his feet, to save 
Israel! 14 But I did this, that I might 
not set the glory of man above the glory 
of God, and I will not bow down to 
any one but to thee, who art my Lord; 
and I will not do these things in pride. 
ISAnd now, 0 Lord God and King, 
God of Abraham, spare thy people; 
for the eyes of our foes are upon use to 
annihilate us, and they desire to destroy 
the inheritance that has been thine 
from the beginning. 16 Do not neglect 
thy portion, which thou didst redeem 
for thyself out of the land of Egypt. 
17 Hear my prayer, and have mercy upon 
thy inheritance; turn our mourning into 
feasting, that we may live and sing 
praise to thy name, 0 Lord; do not 
destroy the mouth of those who praise 
thee." 

18 And all Israel cried out mightily, 
for their death was before their eyes. 

14 And Esther the queen, seized 
with deathly anxiety, fled to the 

Lord; 2 she took off her splendid apparel 
and put on the garments of distress and 
mourning, and instead of costly per
fumes she covered her head with ashes 
and dung, and she utterly humbled her 
body, and every part that she loved to 
adorn she covered with her tangled 
hair. JAnd she prayed to the Lord God 
of Israel, and said: 

"O my Lord, thou only art our 
King; help me, who am alone and 
have no helper but thee, 4 for my dan-
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ger is in my hand. 5 Ever since I was 
born I have heard in the tribe of my 
family that thou, 0 Lord, didst take 
Israel out of all the nations, and our 
fathers from among all their ancestors, 
for an everlasting inheritance, and that 
thou didst do for them all that thou 
didst promise. "And now we have sinned 
before thee, and thou hast given us 
into the hands of our enemies, 7 because 
we glorified their gods. Thou art right
eous, 0 Lord! 8And now they are 
not satisfied that we are in bitter slav
ery, but they have covenanted with 
their idols 9 to abolish what thy mouth 
has ordained and to destroy thy in
heritance, to stop the mouths of those 
who praise thee and to quench thy 
altar and the glory of thy house, 10 to 
open the mouths of the nations for the 
praise of vain idols, and to magnify for 
ever a mortal king. 11 0 Lord, do not 
surrender thy scepter to what has no 
being; and do not let them mock at our 
downfall; but turn their plan against 
themselves, and make an example of 
the man who began this against us. 
12 Remember, 0 Lord; make thyself 
known in this time of our affliction, and 
give me courage, 0 King of the gods 
and Master of all dominion! 13 Put elo
quent speech in my mouth before the 
lion, and turn his heart to hate the man 
who is fighting against us, so that there 
may be an end of him and those who 
agree with him. 14 But save us by thy 
hand, and help me, who am alone and 
have no helper but thee, 0 Lord. 
15 Thou hast knowledge of all things; 
and thou knowest that I hate the splen
dor of the wicked and abhor the bed 
of the uncircumcised and of any alien. 
16 Thou knowest my necessity-that I 
abhor the sign of my proud position, 
which is upon my head on the days 
when I appear in public. I abhor it like 
a menstruous rag, and I do not wear it 
on the days when I am at leisure. 17And 
thy servant has not eaten at Haman's 
table, and I have not honored the king's 
feast or drunk the wine of the libations. 
18 Thy servant has had no joy since 
the day that I was brought here Wltil 
now, except in thee, 0 Lord God of 
Abraham. 19 0 God, whose might is 
over all, hear the voice of the des-

Prayers to the Lord 
pamng, and save us from the hands 
of evildoers. And save me from my 
fear!" 

5 On the third day Esther put on her 
royal robes and stood in che inner 

court of the king's palace, opposice chc 
king's hall. The king was simng on hi.1 
royal throne inside che palace opposil<' 
che encrance to che palace; 2and when 
the king saw Queen Escher standing i11 
the court, she found favor in his sighr 
and he held ouc co Esther che goldm 
scepter that was in his hand. Then 
Escher approached and couched che cop 
of the scepter. 

15 On the third day, when she ended 
her prayer, she took off the gar

ments in which she had worshiped, and 
arrayed herself in splendid attire. 2 Then, 
majestically adorned, after invoking the 
aid of the all-seeing God and Savior, 
she took her two maids with her, J lean
ing daintily on one, ~ while the other 
followed carrying her train. 5 She was 
radiant with perfect beauty, and she 
looked happy, as if beloved, bur her 
heart was frozen with fear. o When she 
had gone through all the doors, she 
stood before the king. He was seared on 
his royal throne, clothed in the full 
array of his majesty, all covered wirh 
gold and precious stones. And he was 
most terrifying. 

7 Lifting his face, flushed with splen
dor, he looked at her in fierce anger. 
And rhe queen falrered, and turned pale 
and faint, and collapsed upon rhe head 
of rhe maid who went before her. ' Then 
God changed the spirir of rhe king to 
gentleness, and in alarm he sprang from 
his rhrone and took her in his arms WlUl 
she came to herself. And he comforted 
her with soothing words, and said to 
her, 9 "What is it, Escher? I am your 
brother. Take courage; 10 you shall noc 
die, for our law applies only to rhe peo
ple.d Come near." 

11 Then he raised rhe golden scepter 
and touched it to her neck; 12 and he 
embraced her, and said, "Speak to me.'" 
13And she said to him, "I saw you, my 
lord, like an angel of God, and my hearc 
was shaken with fear at your glory. l~ For 
you are wonderful, my lord, and your 
countenance is full of grace." 15 But 
as she was speaking, she fell fainting. 

5.3,6: Mk 6.23 JThe meaning of che Greek cexl uf chis clause is obscure 
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1 o And the king was agitated, and all his 
servants sought to comfort her. 

5 .\And the king said co her, "What is it, 
Queen Esther? What is your request? 

IT .<hall be gfren you, eve11 ro the half of 
my kingdom." 4 And Esther said, "If ll 
please the king, let the king and Haman 
come this day to a dinner that I have pre
pared for the king."; Then said the kintJ, 
"BrintJ Haman quickly, chat we may do 
as Esther desires." So the ki111J and Ha
man came co the dinner that Esther had 
prepared. "And as they were drinkintJ 
wine, rhe kin!! said to Esther, "What zs 
your petition? It shall be granted you. 
And what is your request? Even lO the 
half of 111v ki111Jdo111, ir shall be ful
filled." 7 But Esther said, "My petition 
and my request is: 8 If I have found 
favor in the sight of the king, and if it 
please the kintJ to IJTWll my petition and 
fulfil 111y request, let the king and 
Haman come tomorrowd to the dinner 
which I will prepare for them, and 
tomorrow I wzll do as the king has 
said." 

9 And Haman woII out that day 
joyful and glad of heart. But when 
Haman saw Mor'decai in the king's 
gate, that he neither rose nor trem
bled before him, he was filled with 
wrath agaimt Mor' decai. Io Neverthe
less Haman restrained himself, and 
wem home; and he senr and fetched 
his friends and his wzfe Zeresh. 11 And 
Haman recounred to them the splen
dor of his riches, the number of his 
sons, all the pro111otiom wirh which the 
king had honored him, and how he 
had advanced him above the princes and 
the scrvanrs of rhe ki11g. I cA11d Haman 
added, "t:ven Ouee11 Esther let 110 one 
come with the ling to the banquet she 
prepared but myself. And tomorrow 
alw I a1n i11vired by her togerher with 
the kin!{. 1.1 Yer all this does me no 
good, "' long as I see Mor'decai the 
Jew sitting ar the king's g_ate.'.' 14 The.n 
hzs wife Zeresh and all hzs friends sazd 
to him, "Let a [tallows fifty cubics high 
be made, and m the morning tell the 
kmg ro ha~'e Mordecai hanged upon it; 
then go merrily with the king to the 
di1zner." This counsel pleased Ha111a11, 
and he had the gallows made. 

6 011 that night the ki11g could not 
sleep; a11d he gave orders to bring 

the book of memorable deeds, the 
JGk: Heb lack!> tomorrow eHeb: them 
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chronicles, and they were read before 
the king. ~And it was found wrllten 
how Mor'decai had told about Bigthana 
and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, 
who guarded the threshold, and who 
had sought to lay hands upon King 
Ahasu-e'rus. JAnd the king said, "What 
honor or dignity has been bestowed on 
Mor'decai for this?" The king's seroants 
who allended him said, "Nothing has 
been done for him." 4 And the king said, 
"Who is in the court?" Now Haman 
had just entered the outer court of 
the king's palace to speak to the king 
abow having Mor'decai hanged on 
the gallows that he had prepared for 
him. ; So the king's seroants cold him, 
"Haman is there, standing in the 
court." And the king said, "Let him 
come in." 6 So Haman came in, and the 
king said to him, "What shall be done to 
rhe man whom 1he king delights to 
honor?" And Haman said to himself, 
"Whom wo11ld the king delight to 
honor more than me?" ?And Haman 
said to the king, "For the man whom the 
king delights to honour, Hlet royal robes 
be brought, which the king has worn, 
and the horse which the king has ridden, 
and on whose head a royal crown is set; 
9 and lei the robes and the horse be 
handed over to one of the king's most 
noble princes; lei him'" array the man 
whom the king delights to honor, and 
let him'" conduct the man on horseback 
through the opm square of the city, 
proclai111i11g before him: 'Thus shall ii 
be done ro the man whom the king 
delights to honor."' Io Then the king 
said to Ha111a11, "Make haste, iake rhe 
robes and Ihe horse, as you have said, 
and do so to Mor'decai Ihe Jew who sits 
at 1he king's gate. Leave out nothing 
rhat you have mentioned." I I So Haman 
wok the robes and the horse, and he 
arrayed Mor'decai and made him ride 
through the open square of the city, 
proclaiming, "Thus shall iI be done to 
the man whom the king delights to 
honour.'' 

12 The11 M01 .. decai re/Urned ro the 
king's gate. B11t Ha111a11 hurried to his 
howe, 11101m1ing and with his head 
covered. I ·1 And Haman told his wife 
Zeresh and all his friends everything 
that had befallen him. Then his wise 
men a11d his wife Zeresh said co him, 
"If Mor'decai, before whom you have 
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begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, 
you will not prevail against him but will 
surely fall before him." 

14 While they were yet talking with 
him, the king's eunuchs arrived and 
brought Haman in haste to the banquet 
that Esther had prepared. 

7 So the king and Haman went in to 
feast with Queen Escher. 2And on 

r he second day, as they were drinking 
wine, the king again said to Esther, 
"What is your petition, Queen Esther? 
It shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even co the half of my 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled." 3 Then 
Queen Esther answered, "If I have 
found favor in your sight, 0 king, and 
if ic please the king, let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my people at my 
request. 4 For we are sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and 
to be annihilated. If we had been sold 
merely as slaves, men and women, I 
would have held my peace; for our 
affliction is not to be compared with the 
loss to the king." 5 Then King Ahasu
e'rus said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, 
and where is· he, that would presume to 
do this?" 6And Esther said, "A foe and 
enemy! This wicked Haman!" Then 
Haman was in terror before the king and 
the queen. 7 And the kzng rose from the 
feast in wrath and went into the palace 
garden; but Haman stayed to beg his 
life from Oueen Esther, for he saw that 
evil was !Fetennined against him by the 
king. HAnd the king returned from the 
palace garden to the place where they 
were drinking wine, as Haman was 
falling on the couch where Esther was; 
and the king said, "Will he even assault 
the queen m my presence, in my own 
house?" As the words left the mouth of 
the king, they covered Haman's face. 
YThen said Harbo'na, one of the 
eunuchs i11 attendance on the king, 
"Moreover, the gallows which Haman 
has prepared for Mor'decai, whose word 
saved the kirlfl, is standing in Haman's 
house, fifty cubics high." Io And the 
king said, "Hang him on that." So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows which he 
had prepared for Mor'decai. Then the 
anger of the king abated. 

8 On that day King Ahasu-e 'rus 
gave to Q11een Esther the house of 

Haman, the enemy of che Jews. And 
Mor'decai came before the king, for 
7.2• Mk 6.23 
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Esther had told what he was to her; 
2and the king took off his signet ring, 
which he had taken from Haman, and 
gave it to Mor'decai. And Esther sec 
Mor'decai over the house of Haman. 

3 Then Esther spoke again co the 
king; she fell at his feet and besoughc 
him with tears to avert the evil design 
of Haman the A{agite and the plot 
which he had devised against the Jews. 
4And the king held out che golden 
scepter co Escher, 5and Esther rose and 
stood before che king. And she said, "If 
it please the king, and if I have found 
favor in his sighc, and zf the thing seem 
right before the king, and I be pleasing 
in his eyes, let an order be written co 
revoke the Zellers devised by Haman che 
Ag'agice, the son of Hammeda'tha, 
which he wrote to destroy the Jews who 
are in all the provinces of the king. 6 For 
how can I endure to see che calamicy 
char is coming to my people? Or how 
can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred?" 7 Then King Ahasu-e'rus 
said to Queen Esther and to Mor' decai 
the Jew, "Behold, I have given Esther 
the house of Haman, and they have 
hanged him on the gallows, because he 
would lay hands on the Jews. HAnd you 
may wrzte as you please with regard rv 
the Jews, in the name of che king, and 
seal ir with the king's ring; for an edicr 
wrillen in the name of the king and 
sealed with the king's ring cannot be 
revoked." 

9 The king's secretaries were mm
moned at that time, in the third month, 
which is the month of Sivan, on the 
twenty-third day; and an edict was 
written according co all that Mor 'decai 
commanded concerning the Jeu·s to th<' 
satraps and the governors and the 
princes of the provinces from India to 
Ethiopia, a hundred and twemy-sei•en 
provinces, to every province in ics ow11 
script and to every1 people in its ow1 
language, and also to the Jiews in their 
script and their lang11age. o The writi11g 
was in rhe name of King Ahasu-e'rus 
and sealed with the ki11g's ring, and 
Zellers were sent by mounted couriers 
riding on swift horses thar were used i11 
the kin£'s service, bred from che royal 
scud. 11 By these che kzng allowed chc 
Jews who were in every• city to gacha 
and defend cheir lives, co destroy, co 
slay, and co annihilate any armed fore.: 
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of atry people or province that might 
auack them, with their children and 
women, and to plunder their goods, 
Icupon one day throughout all the 

provinces of King Ahasu-e'rus, on the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month of Adar. 

16 The following is a copy of this 
letter: 

"The Great King, Ahasu-e'rusx, to 
the rulers of the provinces from India 
to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty
seven satrapies, and to those who are 
loyal to our government, greeting. 

2 "The more often they are honored 
by the too great kindness of their bene
factors, the more proud do many men 
become. 3 They not only seek to injure 
our subjects, but in their inability to 
stand prosperity they even undertake to 
scheme against their own benefactors. 
4 They not only take away thankfulness 
from among men, but, carried away 
by the boasts of those who know noth
ing of goodness, they suppose that 
they will escape the evil-hating justice 
of God, who always sees everything. 
5And often many of those who are set 
in places of authority have been made 
in part responsible for the shedding of 
innocent blood, and have been involved 
in irremediable calamities, by the per
suasion of friends who have been en
trusted with the administration of public 
affairs, 6 when these men by the false 
trickery of their evil natures beguile the 
sincere good will of their sovereigns. 

7 "What has been wickedly accom
plished through the pestilent behavior 
of those who exercise authority un
worthily, can be seen not so much from 
the more ancient records which we hand 
on as from investigation of matters close 
at hand. H For the future we will take 
care to render our kingdom quiet and 
peaceable for all men, 9 by changing our 
methods and always judging what comes 
before our eyes with more equitable 
consideration. 10 For Haman, the son of 
Hammeda'tha, a Macedo'ruan (really 
an alien to the Persian blood, and quite 
devoid of our kindliness), having become 
our guest, 11 so far enjoyed the good will 
that we have for every nation that he was 
called our father and was continually 
bowed down to by all as the person 
x Gk: Artaxer:res 
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second to the royal throne. 12 But, un
able to restrain his arrogance, he under
took to deprive us of our kingdom and 
our life, 13 and with intricate craft and 
deceit asked for the destruction of 
Mor'decai, our savior and perpetual 
benefactor, and of Esther, the blameless 
partner of our kingdom, together with 
their whole nation. 14 He thought that 
in this way he would find us undefended 
and would transfer the kingdom of the 
Persians to the Macedo'nians. 

15 "But we find that the Jews, who 
were consigned to annihilation by this 
thrice accursed man, are not evildoers 
but are governed by most righteous laws 
16 and are sons of the Most High, the 
most mighty living God, who has di
rected the kingdom both for us and 
for our fathers in the most excellent 
order. 

17 "You will therefore do well not to 
put in execution the letters sent by 
Haman the son of Hammeda'tha, 18 be
cause the man himself who did these 
things has been hanged at the gate of 
Susa, with all his household. For God, 
who rules over all things, has speedily 
inflicted on him the punishment he 
deserved. 

19 "Therefore post a copy of this 
letter publicly in every place, and per
mit the Jews to live under their own 
laws. 20And give them reinforcements, 
so that on the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, Adar, on that very day 
they may defend themselves against 
those who attack them at the time of 
their affliction. 21 For God, who rules 
over all things, has made this day to be 
a joy to his chosen people instead of a 
day of destruction for them. 

22 "Therefore you shall observe this 
with all good cheer as a notable day 
among your commemorative festivals, 
23 so that both now and hereafter it may 
mean salvation for us and the loyal 
Persians, but that for those who plot 
against us it may be a reminder of 
destruction. 

24 "Every city and country, without 
exception, which does not act accord
ingly, shall be destroyed in wrath with 
spear and fire. It shall be made not only 
impassable for men, but also most hate
ful for all time to beasts and birds." 
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8 1 JA copy of what was written was to 
be issued as a decree in every province, 

and by proclamation to all peoples, and 
the Jews were to be ready on that day to 
avenge themselves upon their enemies. 

l 4So the couriers, mounted on their 
swift horses that were used in the king's 
service, rode out in haste, urged by the 
king's command; and the decree was 
issued in Susa the capital. 

15 Then Mor'decai went out from 
the presence of the king in royal robes 
of blue and white, with a great golden 
crown and a mantle of fine linen a11d 
purple, while the city of Susa shouted 
and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light and 
gladness and joy and honor. I ?And in 
every province and in every city, 
wherever the king's command a11d his 
edict came, there was gladness and joy 
among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. 
And many from the peoples of the 
country declared themselves Jews, for 
the fear of the Jews had falle11 11po11 
them. 

9 Now in the twelfch month, which 
is the month of Adar, on the chir

teenth day of the same, whe11 the king's 
command and edict were abouc co be 
executed, on che very day when che 
enemies of the Jews hoped co get the 
mascery over them, but which had bem 
changed to a day when the Je·ws should 
gee Hie mastery over their foes, 2 the 
Jews gathered in their cities throughout 
all the provinces of King Ahasu-e'nis 
co lay hands on such as sough! their 
hurt. And no one could make a sta11d 
agaiml chem, tor the fear of chem had 
fallen upon al peoples. ·'All che princes 
of the provinces and the satraps and 1he 
governors a11d the royal officials also 
helped the Jews, for the fear of Mor'
decai had fallen upon them. 4 For Mor
decai was great i11 the ki11g's house, mu/ 
his fame spread throughout all the 
provinces; for !he man Mor' decai greu• 
more and more powerful. ; So the Jt!"d'S 
smote all their e11e111ies with the sword, 
slaughtering, and destroying them, a11d 
did as they pleased to those who hated 
them. 6 In Susa the capital icself th,· 
Jews slew and destroyed five liu11dred 
me11, 7 and also slew Par-shan-da'tha 
and Da/phon and Aspa'tha Hand Pora'
tha and Ada'h"a and Arida'tha <land 
Parmash'ta and Ar'isai and Ar'idai and 
Vaiza'tha, lDthe cen sons of Haman the 
son of Hammeda'tha, the enemy of the 

Jews destroy their enemies 
Jews; but they laid no hand on che 
plunder. 

11 Thal very day che number of 
those slain in Susa che capical wc1s 
reported co the king. 12And the king said 
to Queen Escher, "In Susa che capical 
che Jews have slain five hundred men 
and also che cen sons of Haman. Whac 
chen have they done in the resc of the 
kin{s provinces! Now whac is your 
pemion? le shall be granted you. And 
whac further is your request? le shall be 
fulfilled." I ·1 And Escher said, "If ii 
please 1he king, let the Jews who are in 
Susa be allowed tomorrow also to do 
according to chis day's edict. And let the 
ten sons of Haman be hanged on the 
gallows." 14 So the king commanded 
this to be done; a decree was issued in 
Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were 
hanged. I 5 The Jews who were in Susa 
gathered also on the fourteenth day of 
the month of Adar and they sle-UJ three 
hundred men in Susa; but thev laid no 
hands on the plunder. -

16 Now the other Jews who were in 
the king's provinces also gathered to 
defend their lives, and got relief from 
their enemies, and slew seventy-fi'l:c 
thousa11d of those who hated them; but 
1hey laid no hands on the plunder. 
I 7 This was 011 the thirteenth day of the 
month of Adar, and on che fourteenth 
day chey rested and made chat a da1 of 
feas1ing and gladness. I H Bw the ]<·ws 
who were in Susa ga1hered on the thir
/eenth day and 011 the fourteenth, and 
res1ed on 1he fifteemh day, 111aki11g_ that 
a day of feasting and gladness. 14 There
fore 1he Jews oj the villages, who lii•e in 
1he open 1ow11s, hold the fourteenth day 
of 1he month of Adar as a day for glad
n.:ss and .feasting and holiday-111aki11g, 
and a day on which 1hey send chuice 
portiom to one another. 

20 And Afm"decai recorded thes,· 
things, a11d se11t letlers to all the Jews 
who were in all 1he prm·ir1ces of King 
Aham-e'rw, both 11ear and far, cl m
joi11i111< thm1 that they should keep 1he 
fourree111h day of the mo111h Adar a11d 
also the fif1ee111h day of the same, year 
by year, 22as the davs 011 which rh,· 
Jews i:ot relief from their e11en1ies, and 
as the month rhat had been tumed for 
thmr from sorrow i1110 gl,1d11ess a1ul 
from mourning imo a holiday; that 
1hey should make them days of feasti11g 
a11d glad11.css, days for se11di11g choic,· 



Fulfilment of Mordecai's dream 
portions co one a1wcher and gijcs to the 
poor. 

23 So the Jews undertook to do as 
rhey had begun, and as Mor'decai had 
written to them. 24 For Haman the 
Ag'agice, the son of Hammeda'tha, the 
enemy of all the Jews, had plotted 
against the Jews to destroy them, and 
had cast Pur, that is the lot, to crush and 
destroy them; 25 but when Esther came 
before the king, he/ave orders in writ
ing char his wicke plot which he had 
d~vised agaimt the Jews should come 
upon his own head, and that he and his 
sons should be hanged on the gallows. 
26 Therefore chey called chese days 
Purim, afcer che cemz Pur. And chere
fore, because of all char was wriuen in 
this letter, and of what chey had faced 
in this matter, and of whac had befallen 
them, 27 the Jews ordained and cook it 
upon themselves and their descendants 
and all who joined them, that without 
fail they would keep these two days 
according to what was written and at the 
time appointed every year, 28 that these 
days should be remembered and kept 
throughout every generation, in every 

family, pmvince, and city, and that 
these days of Purim should never fall 
into disuse among the Jews, rwr should 
the co111111emoratzon of these days cease 
among their descendams. 

29 Then Queen Esther, the daugh1er 
of Ab'ihail, and Mor'decai the Jew 
gai·e full written auchority, confimzing 
rhis second leuer about Purim. JO Let
ters were sell/ to all che Jews, to rhe 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces of 
the kingdom of Ahasu-e'rus, in words 
of peace and truth, .\I that these days 
of Purim should be observed at their 
appoimed seasons, as Mor'decai the Jew 
and Queen Esther enjoined upon the 
Jews, and as they had laid down for 
themselves and }or their descendants, 
with regard to their fasts and their 
la111ent1n!J.. .12 The command of Queen 
Esther ftxed these practices of Purim, 
and it was recorded in writing. 

10 King Ahasu-e 'rus laid trib11te 
011 the land and on the coasc

lands of the sea. 2And all the acts of 

e Or priest, and Levitas f Cn: Gk brought in 
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his power and might, and the full ac
count of the high honor of Mor'decai, 
to which the king advanced him, are 
they rwt written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Media and 
Persia? 3 For Mor' decai the Jew was 
next in rank to King Ahasu-e'rus, and 
he was great amotl!J the Jews and popu
lar wirh the mulmude of his brethren, 
for he sought the welfare of his people 
and spoke peace to all his people. 

4 And Mor'decai said, "These things 
have come from God. 5For I remem
ber the dream that I had concerning 
these matters, and none of them has 
failed to be fulfilled. 6The tiny spring 
which became a river, and there 
was light and the sun and abundant wa
ter-the river is Esther, whom the king 
married and made queen. 7 The two 
dragons are Haman and myself. B The 
nations are those that gathered to destroy 
the name of the Jews. 9And my nation, 
this is Israel, who cried out to God and 
were saved. The Lord has saved his peo
ple; the Lord has delivered us from all 
these evils; God has done great signs 
and wonders, which have not occurred 
among the nations. 10 For this purpose 
he made two lots, one for the people of 
God and one for all the nations. llAnd 
these two lots came to the hour and 
moment and day of decision before God 
and among all the nations. 12And God 
remembered his people and vindicated 
his inheritance. B So they will observe 
these days in the month of Adar, on the 
fourteenth and fifteenth of that month, 
with an assembly and joy and gladness 
before God, from generation to genera
tion for evt:r among his people Israel." 

11 I In the fourth year of the reign 
of Ptol'emy and Cleopatra, Do

sith' eus, who said that he was a priest and 
a Levite/ and Ptol'emy his son brought 
to Egypt! the preceding Letter of Purim, 
which they said was genuine and had 
been translated by Lysim'achus the son 
of Ptol'emy, one of the residents of 
Jerusalem. 
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1 Love righteousness, you rulers of 
the earth, 

think of the Lord with uprightness, 
and seek him with sincerity of heart; 

2 because he is found by those who do 
not put him to the test, 

and manifests himself to those who do 
not distrust him. 

J For perverse thoughts separate men 
from God, 

and when his power is tested, it con
victs the foolish; 

4 because wisdom will not enter a de
ceitful soul, 

nor dwell in a body enslaved to sin. 
5 For a holy and disciplined spirit will 

flee from deceit, 
and will rise and depart from foolish 

thoughts, 
and will be ashamed at the approach 

of unrighteousness. 

6 For wisdom is a kindly spirit 
and will not free a blasphemer from 

the guilt of his words; 
because God is witness of his inmost 

feelings, 
and a true observer of his heart, 
and a hearer of his tongue. 

7 Because the Spirit of the Lord has 
filled the world, 

and that which holds all things to
gether knows what is said; 

x therefore no one who utters unright
eous things will escape notice, 

and justice, when it punishes, will not 
pass him by. 

'' For inquiry will be made into the 
counsels of an ungodly man; 

and a report of his words will come to 
the Lord, 

to convict him of his lawless deeds; 
JO because a jealous ear hears all things, 

and the sound of murmurings does 
not go unheard. 

11 Beware then of useless murmuring, 
and keep your tongue from slander; 
because no secret word is without re

sult," 
and a lying mouth destroys the soul. 

12 Do not invite death by the error of 
your life, 

nor bring on destruction by the works 
of your hands; 

JJ because God did not make death, 
and he does not delight in the death 

of the living. 
14 For he created all things that they 

might exist, 
and the generative forcesb of the 

world are wholesome, 
and there is no destructive poison in 

them; 
and the dominion< of Hades is not on 

earth. 
15 For righteousness is immortal. 

16 But ungodly men by their words and 
deeds summoned death;d 

considering him a friend, they pined 
away, 

and they made a covenant with him, 
because they are fit to belong to his 

party. 

2 For they reasoned unsoundly, 
saying to themselves, 

"Short and sorrowful is our life, 
and there is no remedy when a man 

comes to his end, 
and no one has been known to return 

from Hades. 
2 Because we were born by mere chance, 

a Or u:il/ go 1mp1mished b Or the cr.:at11res c Or palace ,/Gk him 
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and hereafter we shall be as though 

we had never been; 
because the breath in our nostrils is 

smoke, 
and reason is a spark kindled by the 

beating of our hearts. 
3 When it is extinguished, the body will 

turn to ashes, 
and the spirit will dissolve like empty 

air. 
4 Our name will be forgotten in time, 

and no one will remember our works; 
our life will pass away like the traces 

of a cloud, 
and be scattered like mist 
that is chased by the rays of the sun 
and overcome by its heat. 

5 For our allotted time is the passing of 
a shadow, 

and there is no return from our death, 
because it is sealed up and no one 

turns back. 

6 "Come, therefore, let us enjoy the 
good things that exist, 

and make use of the creation to the 
full as in youth. 

7 Let us take our fill of costly wine and 
perfumes, 

and let no flower of spring pass by us. 
8 Let us crown ourselves with rosebuds 

before they wither. 
9 Let none of us fail to share in our 

revelry, 
everywhere let us leave signs of en

joyment, 
because this is our portion, and this 

our lot. 
IO Let us oppress the righteous poor 

man; 
let us not spare the widow 
nor regard the grey hairs of the aged. 

11 But let our might be our law of right, 
for what is weak proves itself to be 

useless. 

12 "Let us lie in wait for the righteous 
man, 

because he is inconvenient to us and 
opposes our actions; 

he reproaches us for sins against the 
law, 

and accuses us of sins against our 
training. 

13 He professes to have knowledge of 
God, 
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and calls himself a child• of the Lord. 

14 He became to us a reproof of our 
thoughts; 

15 the very sight of him is a burden to us, 
because his manner of life is unlike 

that of others, 
and his ways are strange. 

16 We are considered by him as some
thing base, 

and he avoid~ our ways as unclean; 
he calls the last end of the righteous 

happy, 
and boasts that God is his father. 

11 Let us see if his words are true, 
and let us test what will happen at the 

end of his life; 
18 for if the righteous man is God's son, 

he will help him, 
and will deliver him from the hand 

of his adversaries. 
19 Let us test him with insult and torture, 

that we may find out how gentle he is, 
and make trial of his forbearance. 

20 Let us condemn him to a shameful 
death, 

for, according to what he says, he will 
be protected." 

21 Thus they reasoned, but they were 
led astray, 

for their wickedness blinded them, 
22 and they did not know the secret pur

poses of God, 
nor hope for the wages of holiness, 
nor discern the prize for blameless 

souls; 
23 for God created man for incorruption, 

and made him in the image of his own 
eternity,! 

24 but through the devil's envy death 
entered the world, 

and those who belong to his party ex
perience it. 

3 But the souls of the righteous are 
in the hand of God, 

and no torment will ever touch them. 
2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed 

to have died, 
and their departure was thought to be 

an affliction, 
J and their going from us to be their 

destruction; 
but they are at peace. 

4 For though in the sight of men they 
were punished, 

e Or 3eroani I Other ancient authorities read nature 
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their hope is full of immortality. 

5 Having been disciplined a little, they 
will receive great good, 

because God tested them and found 
them worthy of himself; 

6 like gold in the furnace he tried 
them, 

and like a sacrificial burnt offering he 
accepted them. 

7 In the time of their visitation they will 
shine forth, 

and will run like sparks through the 
stubble. 

8 They will govern nations and rule 
over peoples, 

and the Lord will reign over them for 
ever. 

9 Those who trust in him will under
stand truth, 

and the faithful will abide with him in 
love, 

because grace and mercy are upon his 
elect, 

and he watches over his holy ones.K 

10 But the ungodly will be punished as 
their reasoning deserves, 

who disregarded the righteous man" 
and rebelled against the Lord; 

II for whoever despises wisdom and 
instruction is miserable. 

Their hope is vain, their labors are 
unprofitable, 

and their works are useless. 
12 Their wives are foolish, and their 

children evil; 
lJ their offspring are accursed. 

For blessed is the barren woman who 
is undefiled, 

who has not entered into a sinful 
union; 

she will have fruit when God examines 
souls. 

14 Blessed also is the eunuch whose hands 
have done no lawless deed, 

and who has not devised wicked things 
against the Lord; 

for special favor will be shown him 
for his faithfulness, 

and a place of great delight in the 
temple of the Lord. 

15 For the fruit of good labors is re
nowned, 

and the root of understanding does not 
fail. 

Rewards of the righteous 
16 But children of adulterers will not 

come to maturity, 
and the offspring of an unlawful union 

will perish. 
17 Even if they live long they will be held 

of no account, 
and finally their old age will be with

out honor. 
18 If they die young, they will have no 

hope 
and no consolation in the day of de

cision. 
19 For the end of an unrighteous genera

tion is grievous. 

4 Better than this is childlessness 
with virtue, 

for in the memory of virtuei is immor
tality, 

because it is known both bv God and 
by men. -

2 When it is present, men imitatej it, 
and they long for it when it has gone; 
and throughout all time it marches 

crowned in triumph, 
victor in the contest for prizes that are 

undefiled. 
3 But the prolific brood of the ungodly 

will be of no use, 
and none of their illegitimate seedlings 

will strike a deep root 
or take a firm hold. 

4 For even if they put forth boughs for 
a while, 

standing insecurely they will be shak
en by the wind, 

and by the violence of the winds they 
will be uprooted. 

5 The branches will be broken off 
before they come to maturity, 

and their fruit will be useless, 
not ripe enough to eat, and good for 

nothing. 
6 For children born of unlawful unions 

are wimesses of evil against their par
ents when God examines them.k 

7 But the righteous man, though he die 
early, will be at rest. 

s For old age is not honored for length 
of time, 

nor measured by number of years; 
9 but understanding is grey hair for 

men, 
and a blameless life is ripe old age. 

fl The text of this line is uncertain, and it is omitted here by some ancient authorities. Compare 4.15 
h Or what is right i Gk ir i Other ancient authorities read honor k Gk ac their exami11acio11 
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1 o There was one who pleased God and 

was loved by him, 
and while living among sinners he was 

taken up. 
11 He was caught up lest evil change his 

understanding 
or guile deceive his soul. 

1 z For the fascination of wickedness 
obscures what is good, 

and roving desire perverts the inno
cent mind. 

13 Being perfected in a short time, he 
fulfilled long years; 

14 for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, 
therefore he took him quickly from 

the midst of wickedness. 
15 Yet the peoples saw and did not un

derstand, 
nor take such a thing to heart, 
that God's grace and mercy are with 

his elect, 
and he watches over his holy ones. 

16 The righteous man who has died will 
condemn the ungodly who are 
living, 

and youth that is quickly perfected! 
will condemn the prolonged old age 
of the unrighteous man. 

17 For they will see the end of the wise 
man, 

and will not understand what the Lord 
purposed for him, 

and for what he kept him safe. 
18 They will see, and will have contempt 

for him, 
but the Lord will laugh them to scorn. 
After this they will become dishon

ored corpses, 
and an outrage among the dead for 

ever; 
19 because he will dash them speechless 

to the ground, 
and shake them from the foundations; 
they will be left utterly dry and barren, 
and they will suffer anguish, 
and the memory of them will perish. 

zo They will come with dread when their 
sins arc reckoned up, 

and their lawless deeds will convict 
them to their face. 

5 Then the righteous man will stand 
with great confidence 

in the presence of those who have 
afflicted him, 

/Or ended 
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and those who make light of his la

bors. 
2 When they see him, they will be 

shaken with dreadful fear, 
and they will be amazed at his unex

pected salvation. 
3 They will speak to one another in 

repentance, 
and in anguish of spirit they will 

groan, and say, 
4 "This is the man whom we once held 

in derision 
and made a byWord of reproach-we 

fools! 
We thought that his life was madness 
and that his end was without honor. 

5 Why has he been numbered among 
the sons of God? 

And why is his lot among the saints? 
6 So it was we who strayed from the 

way of truth, 
and the light of righteousness did not 

shine on us, 
and the sun did not rise upon us. 

7 We took our fill of the paths oflawless
ness and destruction, 

and we journeyed through trackless 
deserts, 

but the way of the Lord we have not 
known. 

R What has our arrogance profited us? 
And what good has our boasted wealth 

brought us? 

9 "All those things have vanished like a 
shadow, 

and like a rumor that passes by; 
10 like a ship that sails through the bil

lowy water, 
and when it has passed no trace can 

be found, 
nor track of its keel in the waves; 

11 or as, when a bird flies through the 
air, 

no evidence of its passage is found; 
the light air, lashed by the beat of its 

pinions 
and pierced by the force of its rushing 

flight, 
is traversed by the movement of its 

wings, 
and afterward no sign of its coming is 

found there; 
I 2 or as, when an arrow is shot at a target, 

the air, thus divided, comes together 
at once, 
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so that no one knows its pathway. 

13 So we also, as soon as we were born, 
ceased to be, 

40 

and we had no sign of virtue to show, 
but were consumed in our wicked

ness." 
14 Because the hope of the ungodly man 

is like chaffm carried by the wind, 
and like a light hoarfrost• driven away 

by a storm; 
it is dispersed like smoke before the 

wind, 
and it passes like the remembrance of 

a guest who stays but a day. 
15 But the righteous live for ever, 

and their reward is with the Lord; 
the Most High takes care of them. 

16 Therefore they will receive a glorious 
crown 

and a beautiful diadem from the hand 
of the Lord, 

because with his right hand he will 
cover them, 

and with his arm he will shield 
them. 

17 The Lord0 will take his zeal as his 
whole armor, 

and will arm all creation to repelP his 
enemies; 

18 he will put on righteousness as a 
breastplate, 

and wear impartial justice as a helmet; 
19 he will take holiness as an invincible 

shield, 
20 and sharpen stem wrath for a sword, 

and creation will join with him to fight 
against the madmen. 

21 Shafts of lightning will fly with true 
aim, 

and will leap to the target as from a 
well-drawn bow of clouds, 

22 and hailstones full of wrath will be 
hurled as from a catapult; 

the water of the sea will rage against 
them, 

and rivers will relentlessly overwhelm 
them; 

23 a mighty wind will rise against 
them, 

and like a tempest it will winnow them 
away. 

Lawlessness will lay waste the whole 
earth, 

and evil-doing will overturn the 
thrones of rulers. 

m Or dwt n Other authorities read spider's web 
o Gk He P Or punish 

Rulers and kings admonished 

6 Listen therefore, 0 kings, and 
understand; 

learn, 0 judges of the ends of the 
earth. 

2 Give ear, you that rule over multi
tudes, 

and boast of many nations. 
3 For your dominion was given you 

from the Lord, 
and your sovereignty from the Most 

High, 
who will search out your works and 

inquire into your plans. 
4 Because as servants of his kingdom 

you did not rule rightly, 
nor keep the law, 
nor walk according to the purpose of 

God, 
5 he will come upon you terribly and 

swiftly, 
because severe judgment falls on those 

in high places. 
6 For the lowliest man may be pardoned 

in mercy, 
but mighty men will be mightily 

tested. 
7 For the Lord of all will not stand in 

awe of any one, 
nor show deference to greatness; 
because he himself made both small 

and great, 
and he takes thought for all alike. 

B But a strict inquiry is in store for the 
mighty. 

9 To you then, 0 monarchs, my words 
are directed, 

that you may learn wisdom and not 
transgress. 

10 For they will be made holy who ob
serve holy things in holiness, 

and those who have been taught them 
will find a defense. 

11 Therefore set your desire on my 
words; 

long for them, and you will be in
structed. 

12 Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
and she is easily discerned by those 

who love her, 
and is found by those who seek her. 

13 She hastens to make herself known to 
those who desire her. 

14 He who rises early to seek her will 
have no difficulty, 
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for he will find her sitting at his gates. 3 And when I was born, I began to 

15 To fix one's thought on her is perfect breathe the common air, 
understanding, and fell upon the kindred earth, 

and he who is vigilant on her account and my first sound was a cry, like that 
will soon be free from care, of all. 

16 because she goes about seeking those 4 I was nursed with care in swaddling 
worthy of her, cloths. 

and she graciously appears to them in s For no king has had a different begin-
their paths, ning of existence; 

and meets them in every thought. 6 there is for all mankind one entrance 
into life, and a common departure. 

17 The beginning ofwisdomq is the most 
sincere desire for instruction, 7 Therefore I prayed, and understand-

and concern for instruction is love of ing was given me; 
her, I called upon God, and the spirit of 

18 and love of her is the keeping of her wisdom came to me. 
laws, 8 I preferred her to scepters and 

and giving heed to her laws is assur- thrones, 
ance of immortality, and I accounted wealth as nothing in 

19 and immortality brings one near to comparison with her. 
God; 9 Neither did I liken to her any priceless 

20 so the desire for wisdom leads to a gem, 
kingdom. because all gold is but a little sand in 

her sight, 
21 Therefore if you delight in thrones and silver will be accounti:d as clay 

and scepters, 0 monarchs over the before her. 
peoples, 10 I loved her more than health and 

honor wisdom, that you may reign beauty, 
for ever. and I chose to have her rather than 

22 I will tell you what wisdom is and how light, 
she came to be, because her radiance never ceases. 

and I will hide no secrets from you, 11 All good things came to me along 
but I will trace her course from the with her, 

beginning of creation, and in her hands uncounted wealth. 
and make the knowledge of her clear, 12 I rejoiced in them all, because wisdom 
and I will not pass by the truth; leads them; 

23 neither will I travel in the company but I did not know that she was their 
of sickly envy, mother. 

for envy' does not associate with 13 I learned without guile and I impart 
wisdom. without grudging; 

24 A multitude of wise men is the salva- I do not hide her wealth, 
tion of the world, 14 for it is an unfailing treasure for 

and a sensible king is the stability of men; 
his people. those who get it obtain friendship with 

25 Therefore be instructed by my words, God, 
and you will profit. commended for the gifts that come 

7 I also am mortal, like all men, 
a descendant of the first-formed 
child of earth; 

and in the womb of a mother I was 
molded into flesh, 

2 within the period of ten months, 
compacted with blood, 

from the seed of a man and the pleas
ure of marriage. 

q Gk Her beginning r Gk this 

from instruction. 

is May God grant that I speak with 
judgment 

and have thoughts worthy of what I 
have received, 

for he is the guide even of wisdom 
and the corrector of the wise. 

16 For both we and our words are in his 
hand, 
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as are all understanding and skill in 

crafts. 
11 For it is he who gave me unerring 

knowledge of what exists, 
to know the structure of the world and 

the activity of the elements; 

42 

18 the beginning and end and middle of 
times, 

the alternations of the solstices and the 
changes of the seasons, 

19 the cycles of the year and the constel
lations of the stars, 

20 the natures of animals and the tempers 
of wild beasts, 

the powers of spiritss and the reason
ings of men, 

the varieties of plants and the vinues 
of roots; 

21 I learned both what is secret and what 
is manifest, 

2Z for wisdom, the fashioner of all things, 
taught me. 

For in her there is a spirit that is in-
telligent, holy, 

unique, manifold, subtle, 
mobile, clear, unpolluted, 
distinct, invulnerable, loving the good, 

keen, 
irresistible, 2J beneficent, humane, 
steadfast, sure, free from anxiety, 
all-powerful, overseeing all, 
and penetrating through all spirits 
that are intelligent and pure and most 

subtle. 
24 For wisdom is more mobile than any 

motion; 
because of her pureness she pervades 

and penetrates all things. 
25 For she is a breath of the power of 

God, 
and a pure emanation of the glory of 

the Almighty; 
therefore nothing defiled gains en

trance into her. 
26 For she is a reflection of eternal 

light, 
a spotless mirror of the working of 

God, 
and an image of his goodness. 

27 Though she is but one, she can do all 
things, 

and while remaining in herself, she 
renews all things; 

in every generation she passes into 
holy souls 

sOr winds 

Wisdom comes from God 
and makes them friends of God, and 

prophets; 
28 for God loves nothing so much as the 

man who lives with wisdom. 
29 For she is more beauriful than the sun, 

and excels every constellation of the 
stars. 

Compared with the light she is found 
to be superior, 

30 for it is succeeded by the night, 
but against wisdom evil does not pre-

vail. 

8 She reaches mightily from one end 
of the eanh to the other, 

and she orders all things well. 

2 I loved her and sought her from my 
youth, 

and I desired to take her for my bride, 
and I became enamored of her 

beauty. 
3 She glorifies her noble birth by Ii ving 

with God, 
and the Lord of all loves her. 

4 For she is an initiate in the knowledge 
of God, 

and an associate in his works. 
s If riches are a desirable possession in 

life, 
what is richer than wisdom who effects 

all things? 
6 And if understanding is effective, 

who more than she is fashioner of what 
exists? 

7 And if any one loves righteousness, 
her labors are virtues; 
for she teaches self-control and pru

dence, 
justice and courage; 
nothing in life is more profitable for 

men than these. 
s And if any one longs for wide experi

ence, 
she knows the things of old, and infers 

the things to come; 
she understands turns of speech and 

the solutions of riddles; 
she has foreknowledge of signs and 

wonders 
and of the outcome of seasons and 

times. 
9 Therefore I determined to take her to 

live with me, 
knowing that she would give me good 

counsel 
and encouragement in cares and grief. 
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10 Because of her I shall have glory 9 "O God of my fathers and Lord 

among the multitudes of mercy, 
and honor in the presence of the who hast made all things by thy 

elders, though I am young. word, 
11 I shall be found keen in judgment, 2 and by thy wisdom hast formed man, 

and in the sight of rulers I shall be to have dominion over the creatures 
admired. thou hast made, 

12 When I am silent they will wait for 3 and rule the world in holiness and 
me, righteousness, 

and when I speak they will give and pronounce judgment in upright-
heed; ness of soul, 

and when I speak at greater length 4 give me the wisdom that sits by thy 
they will put their hands on their throne, 

mouths. and do not reject me from among thy 
13 Because of her I shall have immortal- servants. 

ity, 5 For I am thy slave and the son of thy 
and leave an everlasting remembrance maidservant, 

to those who come after me. a man who is weak and short-lived, 
14 I shall govern peoples, with little understanding of judgment 

and nations will be subject to me; and laws; 
1 s dread monarchs will be afraid of me 6 for even if one is perfect among the 

when they hear of me; sons of men, 
among the people I shall show myself yet without the wisdom that comes 

capable, and courageous in war. from thee he will be regarded as 
lo When I enter my house, I shall find nothing. 

rest with her, 7 Thou hast chosen me to be king of 
for companionship with her has no thy people 

bitterness, and to be judge over thy sons and 
and life with her has no pain, but daughters. 

gladness and joy. 8 Thou hast given command to build a 
17 When I considered these things in- temple on thy holy mountain, 

wardly, and an altar in the city of thy habita-
and thought upon them in my mind, tion, 
that in kinship with wisdom there is a copy of the holy tent which thou 

immortality, didst prepare from the beginning. 
18 and in friendship with her, pure de- 9 With thee is wisdom, who knows thy 

light, works 
and in the labors of her hands, un- and was present when thou didst make 

failing wealth, the world, 
and in the experience of her company, and who understands what is pleasing 

understanding, in thy sight 
and renown in sharing her words, and what is right according to thy 
I went about seeking how to get her commandments. 

for myself. 10 Send her forth from the holy heav-
19 As a child I was by nature well en- ens, 

dowed, and from the throne of thy glory send 
and a good soul fell to my lot; her, 

20 or rather, being good, I entered an that she may be with me and toil, 
undefiled body. and that I may learn what is pleasing 

21 But I perceived that I would not to thee. 
possess wisdom unless God gave 11 For she knows and understands all 
her to me- things, 

and it was a mark of insight to know and she will guide me wisely in my 
whose gift she was- actions 

so I appealed to the Lord and be- and guard me with her glory. 
sought him, 12 Then my works will be acceptable, 

and with my whole heart I said: and I shall judge thy people justly, 
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and shall be worthy of the throne' of 

my father. 
13 For what man can learn the counsel 

of God? 
Or who can discern what the Lord 

wills? 
14 For the reasoning of mortals is worth

less, 
and our designs are likely to fail, 

15 for a perishable body weighs down the 
soul, 

and this earthly tent burdens the 
thoughtfulu mind. 

16 We can hardly guess at what is on 
earth, 

and what is at hand we find with la
bor; 

but who has traced out what is in the 
heavens? 

17 Who has learned thy counsel, unless 
thou hast given wisdom 

and sent thy holy Spirit from on high? 
18 And thus the paths of those on earth 

were set right, 
and men were taught what pleases 

thee, 
and were saved by wisdom." 

lo Wisdom• protected the first
formed father of the world, 

when he alone had been created; 
she delivered him from his transgres

sion, 
2 and gave him strength to rule all 

things. 
3 But when an unrighteous man de

parted from her in his anger, 
he perished because in rage he slew 

his brother. 
4 When the earth was flooded because 

of him, wisdom again saved it, 
steering the righteous man by a paltry 

piece of wood. 

5 Wisdomw also, when the nations in 
wicked agreement had been con
founded, 

recognized the righteous man and 
preserved him blameless before 
God, 

and kept him strong in the face of his 
compassion for his child. 

6 Wisdomw rescued a righteous man 
when the ungodly were perishing; 

he escaped the fire that descended on 
the Five Cities.x 

Wisdom's saving acts 
7 Evidence of their wickedness still re

mains: 
a continually smoking wasteland, 
plants bearing fruit that does not 

ripen, 
and a pillar of salt standing as a monu

ment to an unbelieving soul. 
8 For because they passed wisdom by, 

they not only were hindered from 
recognizing the good, 

but also left for mankind a reminder 
of their folly, 

so that their failures could never go 
unnoticed. 

9 Wisdom rescued from troubles those 
who served her. 

10 When a righteous man fled from his 
brother's wrath, 

she guided him on straight paths; 
she showed him the kingdom of God, 
and gave him knowledge of angels;Y 
she prospered him in his labors, 
and increased the fruit of his toil. 

11 When his oppressors were covetous, 
she stood by him and made him 

rich. 
12 She protected him from his enemies, 

and kept him safe from those who lay 
in wait for him; 

in his arduous contest she gave him 
the victory, 

so that he might learn that godliness 
is more powerful than anything. 

13 When a righteous man was sold, 
wisdomz did not desert him, 

but delivered him from sin. 
She descended with him into the 

dungeon, 
14 and when he was in prison she did not 

leave him, 
until she brought him the scepter of a 

kingdom 
and authority over his masters. 
Those who accused him she showed 

to be false, 
and she gave him everlasting honor. 

15 A holy people and blameless race 
wisdomz delivered from a nation of 

oppressors. 
16 She entered the soul of a servant of 

the Lord, 
and withstood dread kings with won

ders and signs. 
t Gk thrones 11 Or anxious v Gk She IV Gk She x Or Pencapolr's )' Or of holy things z Gk she 
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17 She gave to holy men the reward of 

their labors; 
she guided them along a marvelous 

way, 
and became a shelter to them by day, 
and a starry flame through the night. 

18 She brought them over the Red Sea, 
and led them through deep waters; 

19 but she drowned their enemies, 
and cast them up from the depth of 

the sea. 
20 Therefore the righteous plundered 

the ungodly; 
they sang hymns, 0 Lord, to thy holy 

name, 
and praised with one accord thy de

fending hand, 
21 because wisdom opened the mouth of 

the dumb, 
and made the tongues of babes speak 

clearly. 

11 Wisdom0 prospered their works 
by the hand of a holy prophet. 

2 They journeyed through an uninhab
ited wilderness, 

and pitched their tents in untrodden 
places. 

3 They withstood their enemies and 
fought off their foes. 

4 When they thirsted they called upon 
thee, 

and water was given them out of 
flinty rock, 

and slaking of thirst from hard 
stone. 

5 For through the very things by which 
their enemies were punished, 

they themselves received benefit in 
their need. 

6 Instead of the fountain of an ever
flowing river, 

stirred up and defiled with blood 
7 in rebuke for the decree to slay the 

infants, 
thou gavest them abundant water 

unexpectedly, 
s showing by their thirst at that time 

how thou didst punish their enemies. 
9 For when they were tried, though they 

were being disciplined in mercy, 
they learned how the ungodly were 

tormented when judged in wrath. 
IO For thou didst test them as a father 

does in warning, 
but thou didst examine the ungodlyb 

WISDOM 11 
as a stern king does in condemna
tion. 

11 Whether absent or present, they were 
equally distressed, 

12 for a twofold grief possessed them, 
and a groaning at the memory of what 

had occurred. 
13 For when they heard that through 

their own punishments 
the righteous< had received benefit, 

they perceived it was the Lord's 
doing. 

14 For though they had mockingly re
jected him who long before had 
been cast out and exposed, 

at the end of the events they mar
veled at him, 

for their thirst was not like that of the 
righteous. 

15 In return for their foolish and wicked 
thoughts, 

which led them astray to worship 
irrational serpents and worthless 
animals, 

thou didst send upon them a multi
tude of irrational creatures to pun
ish them, 

16 that they might learn that one is 
punished by the very things by 
which he sins. 

17 For thy all-powerful hand, 
which created the world out of form

less matter, 
did not lack the means to send upon 

them a multitude of bears, or bold 
lions, 

IB or newly created unknown beasts full 
of rage, 

or such as breathe out fiery breath, 
or belch forth a thick pall of smoke, 
or flash terrible sparks from their eyes; 

19 not only could their damage extermi
nate men,d 

but the mere sight of them could kill 
by fright. 

20 Even apart from these, men• could fall 
at a single breath 

when pursued by justice 
and scattered by the breath of thy 

power. 
But thou hast arranged all things by 

measure and number and weight. 

21 For it is always in thy power to show 
great strength, 

a Gk Sht b Gk thost c Gk thty d Gk thtm e Gk they 
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and who can withstand the might of 

thy arm? 
22 Because the whole world before thee 

is like a speck that tips the scales, 
and like a drop of morning dew that 

falls upon the ground. 
23 But thou art merciful to all, for thou 

canst do all things, 
and thou dost overlook men's sins, 

that they may repent. 
24 For thou lovest all things that exist, 

and hast loathing for none of the 
things which thou hast made, 

for thou wouldst not have made any
thing if thou hadst hated it. 

25 How would anything have endured if 
thou hadst not willed it? 

Or how would anything not called 
forth by thee have been preserved? 

26 Thou sparest all things, for they are 
thine, 0 Lord who lovest the living. 

12 For thy immortal spirit is in all 
thmgs. 

2 Therefore thou dost correct little by 
little those who trespass, 

and dost remind and warn them of the 
things wherein they sin, 

that they may be freed from wicked
ness and put their trust in thee, 0 
Lord. 

J Those who dwelt of old in thy holy 
land 

4 thou didst hate for their detestab!e 
practices, 

their works of sorcery and unholy rites, 
5 their merciless slaughter/ of children, 

and their sacrificial feasting on human 
flesh and blood. 

These initiates from the midst of a 
heathen cult,K 

6 these parents who murder helpless 
lives, 

thou didst will to destroy by the hands 
of our fathers, 

7 that the land most precious of all to 
thee 

might receive a worthy colony of the 
servantsh of God. 

8 But even these thou didst spare, since 
they were but men, 

and didst send waspsi as forerunners 
of thy army, 

to destroy them little by little, 
9 though thou wast not unable to give 

The righteousness of God 
the ungodly into the hands of the 
righteous in battle, 

or to destroy them at one blow by 
dread wild beasts or thy stem word. 

10 But judging them little by little thou 
gavest them a chance to repent, 

though thou wast not unaware that 
their origini was evil 

and their wickedness inborn, 
and that their way of thinking would 

never change. 
11 For they were an accursed race from 

the beginning, 
and it was not through fear of any one 

that thou didst leave them unpun
ished for their sins. 

12 For who will say, "What hast thou 
done?" 

Or who will resist thy judgment? 
Who will accuse thee for the destruc

tion of nations which thou didst 
make? 

Or who will come before thee to plead 
as an advocate for unrighteous men? 

13 For neither is there any god besides 
thee, whose care is for all men,k 

to whom thou shouldst prove that 
thou hast not judged unjustly; 

14 nor can any king or monarch confront 
thee about those whom thou hast 
punished. 

15 Thou art righteous and rulest all 
things righteously, 

deeming it alien to thy power 
to condemn him who does not deserve 

to be punished. 
16 For thy strength is the source of right

eousness, 
and thy sovereignty over all causes 

thee to spare all. 
17 For thou dost show thy strength when 

men doubt the completeness of thy 
power, 

and dost rebuke any insolence among 
those who know it.I 

18 Thou who art sovereign in strength 
dost judge with mildness, 

and with great forbearance thou dost 
govern us; 

for thou hast power to act whenever 
thou dost choose. 

19 Through such works thou hast taught 
thy people 
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that the righteous man must be kind, 
and thou hast filled thy sons with good 

hope, 
because thou givest repentance for 

sins. 
20 For if thou didst punish with such 

great care and indulgencem 
the enemies of thy servants• and those 

deserving of death, 
granting them time and opportunity 

to give up their wickedness, 
21 with what strictness thou hast judged 

thy sons, 
to whose fathers thou gavest oaths and 

covenants full of good promises! 
22 So while chastening us thou scourgest 

our enemies ten thousand times 
more, 

so that we may meditate upon thy 
goodness when we judge, 

and when we are judged we may ex
pect mercy. 

23 Therefore those who in folly of life 
lived unrighteously 

thou didst torment through their own 
abominations. 

24 For they went far astray on the paths 
of error, 

accepting as gods those animals which 
even their enemies0 despised; 

they were deceived like foolish babes. 
25 Therefore, as to thoughtless children, 

thou didst send thy judgment to mock 
them. 

26 But those who have not heeded the 
warning of light rebukes 

will experience the deserved judgment 
of God. 

27 For when in their suffering they be
came incensed 

at those creatures which they had 
thought to be gods, being punished 
by means of them, 

they saw and recognized as the true 
God him whom they had before 
refused to know. 

Therefore the utmost condemnation 
came upon them. 

13 For all men who were ignorant 
of God were foolish by nature; 

and they were unable from the good 
things that are seen to know him 
who exists, 

nor did they recognize the craftsman 
while paying heed to his works; 

2 but they supposed that either fire or 
wind or swift air, 

or the circle of the stars, or turbulent 
water, 

or the luminaries of heaven were the 
gods that rule the world. 

3 If through delight in the beauty of 
these things menP assumed them 
to be gods, 

let them know how much better than 
these is their Lord, 

for the author of beauty created them. 
4 And if menP were amazed at their 

power and working, 
let them perceive from them 
how much more powerful is he who 

formed them. 
s For from the greatness and beauty of 

created things 
comes a corresponding perception of 

their Creator. 
6 Yet these men are little to be blamed, 

for perhaps they go astray 
while seeking God and desiring to 

find him. 
7 For as they live among his works they 

keep searching, 
and they trust in what they see, be

cause the things that are seen are 
beautiful. 

8 Yet again, not even they are to be ex
cused; 

9 for if they had the power to know so 
much 

that they could investigate the world, 
how did they fail to find sooner the 

Lord of these things? 

10 But miserable, with their hopes set 
on dead things, are the men 

who give the name "gods" to the 
works of men's hands, 

gold and silver fashioned with skill, 
and likenesses of animals, 
or a useless stone, the work of an 

ancient hand. 
11 A skilled woodcutter may saw down a 

tree easy to handle 
and skilfully strip off all its bark, 
and then with pleasing workmanship 
make a useful vessel that serves life's 

needs, 
12 and burn the castoff pieces of his work 

~' ~k1!1he;nc1ec;:ke~i~;rities omit and indulgence; others read and entreaty n Or children 
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to prepare his food, and eat his fill. 

13 But a castoff piece from among them, 
useful for nothing, 

a stick crooked and full of knots, 
he takes and carves with care in his 

leisure, 
and shapes it with skill gained in idle

ness;q 
he forms it like the image of a man, 

14 or makes it like some worthless ani
mal, 
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giving it a coat of red paint and col
ouring its surface red 

and covering every blemish in it with 
paint; 

15 then he makes for it a niche that befits 
it, 

and sets it in the wall, and fastens it 
there with iron. 

16 So he takes thought for it, that it may 
not fall, 

because he knows that it cannot help 
itself, 

for it is only an image and has need 
of help. 

17 When he prays about possessions and 
his marriage and children, 

he is not ashamed to address a lifeless 
thing. 

18 For health he appeals to a thing that 
is weak; 

for life he prays to a thing that is 
dead; 

for aid he entreats a thing that is ut
terly inexperienced; 

for a prosperous journey, a thing that 
cannot take a step; 

19 for money-making and work and suc
cess with his hands 

he asks strength of a thing whose 
hands have no strength. 

14 Again, one preparing to sail ~nd 
about to voyage over ragmg 

waves calls upon a piece of wood 
more fragile than the ship which 

carries him. 
2 For it was desire for gain that planned 

that vessel, 
and wisdom was the craftsman who 

built it; 
3 but it is thy providence, 0 Father, 

that steers its course, 
because thou hast given it a path in 

the sea, 
and a safe way through the waves, 

q Other authorities read with intelligent skill 
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4 showing that thou canst save from 

every danger, 
so that even if a man lacks skill, he 

may put to sea. 
5 It is thy will that the works of thy 

wisdom should not be without ef
fect; 

therefore men trust their lives even 
to the smallest piece of wood, 

and passing through the billows on 
a raft they come safely to land. 

6 For even in the beginning, when ar
rogant giants were perishing, 

the hope of the world took refuge on 
a raft, 

and guided by thy hand left to the 
world the seed of a new generation. 

7 For blessed is the wood by which 
righteousness comes. 

s But the idol made with hands is ac
cursed, and so is he who made it; 

because he did the work, and the per
ishable thing was named a god. 

9 For equally hateful to God are the un
godly man and his ungodliness, 

10 for what was done will be punished 
together with him who did it. 

11 Therefore there will be a visitation 
also upon the heathen idols, 

because, though part of what God 
created, they became an abomina
tion, 

and became traps for the souls of 
men 

and a snare to the feet of the foolish. 

12 For the idea of making idols was the 
beginning of fornication, 

and the invention of them was the 
corruption of life, 

13 for neither have they existed from the 
beginning 

nor will they exist for ever. 
14 For through the vanity of men they 

entered the world, 
and therefore their speedy end has 

been planned. 
15 For a father, consumed with grief at 

an untimely bereavement, 
made an image of his child, who had 

been suddenly taken from him; 
and he now honored as a god what 

was once a dead human being, 
and handed on to his dependents 

secret rites and initiations. 
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16 Then the ungodly custom, grown 

strong with ~.5'-~s kept as a law, 
and at the comnp.and of monarchs 

graven images were worshiped. 
1 7 When men could not honor mon

archs' in their presence, since they 
lived at a distance, 

they imagined their appearance far 
away, 

and made a visible image of the king 
whom they honored, 

so that by their zeal they might flatter 
the absent one as though present. 

18 Then the ambition of the craftsman 
impelled 

even those who did not know the king 
to intensify their worship. 

19 For he, perhaps wishing to please his 
ruler, 

skilfully forced the likeness to take 
more beautiful form, 

20 and the multitude, attracted by the 
charm of his work, 

now regarded as an object of worship 
the one whom shortly before they 
had honored as a man. 

21 And this became a hidden trap for 
mankind, 

because men, in bondage to misfor
tune or to royal authority, 

bestowed on objects of stone or wood 
the name that ought not to be 
shared. 

22 Afterward it was not enough for them 
to err about the knowledge of God, 

but they live in great strife due to ig
norance, 

and they call such great evils peace. 
2J For whether they kill children in their 

initiations, or celebrate secret mys
teries, 

or hold frenzied revels with strange 
customs, 

24 they no longer keep either their lives 
or their marriages pure, 

but they either treacherously kill one 
another, or grieve one another by 
adultery, 

25 and all is a raging riot of blood and 
murder, theft and deceit, corrup
tion, faithlessness, tumult, perjury, 

26 confusion over what is good, forget
fulness of favors, 

pollution of souls, sex perversion, 
r Gk them s Gk they I Or of the oaths men JWear 
v Gk and he desires w Gk sudJ lwPts 
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disorder in marriage, adultery, and 

debauchery. 
27 For the worship of idols not to be 

named 
is the beginning and cause and end of 

every evil. 
28 For their worshipers' either rave in 

exultation, or prophesy lies, 
or live unrighteously, or readily com

mit perjury; 
29 for because they trust in lifeless idols 

they swear wicked oaths and expect to 
suffer no harm. 

JO But just penalties will ovenake them 
on two counts: 

because they thought wickedly of God 
in devoting themselves to idols, 

and because in deceit they swore un
righteously through contempt for 
holiness. 

JI For it is not the power of the things 
by which men swear,' 

but the just penalty for those who sin, 
that always pursues the transgression 

of the unrighteous. 

15 But thou, our God, an kind and 
true, 

patient, and ruling all things• in mercy. 
2 For even if we sin we are thine, know-

ing thy power; 
but we will not sin, because we know 

that we are accounted thine. 
J For to know thee is complete right

eousness, 
and to know thy power is the root of 

immonality. 
4 For neither has the evil intent of hu

man an misled us, 
nor the fruitless toil of painters, 
a figure stained with varied colors, 

5 whose appearance arouses yearning in 
fools, 

so that they desirev the lifeless form of 
a dead image. 

6 Lovers of evil things and fit for such 
objects of hopew 

are those who either make or desire 
or worship them. 

7 For when a potter kneads the soft 
earth 

and laboriously molds each vessel 
for our service, 

he fashions out of the same clay 
u Or ruling the universe 
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both the vessels that serve clean uses 
and those for contrary uses, making 

all in like manner; 
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but which shall be the use of each of 
these 

the worker in clay decides. 
8 With the misspent toil, he forms a 

futile god from the same clay
this man who was made of earth a 

short time before 
and after a little while goes to the 

earth from which he was taken, 
when he is required to return the soul 

that was lent him. 
9 But he is not concerned that he is 

destined to die 
or that his life is brief, 
but he competes with workers in gold 

and silver, 
and imitates workers in copper; 
and he counts it his glory that he 

moulds counterfeit gods. 
10 His heart is ashes, his hope is cheaper 

than dirt, 
and his life is of less worth than clay, 

11 because he failed to know the one who 
formed him 

and inspired him with an active soul 
and breathed into him a living spirit. 

12 But hex considered our existence an 
idle game, 

and life a festival held for profit, 
for he says one must get money how

ever one can, even by base means. 
1J For this man, more than all others, 

knows that he sins 
when he makes from earthy matter 

fragile vessels and graven images. 
14 But most foolish, and more miserable 

than an infant, 
are all the enemies who oppressed thy 

people. 
15 For they thought that all their heathen 

idols were gods, 
though these have neither the use of 

their eyes to see with, 
nor nostrils with which to draw 

breath, 
nor ears with which to hear, 
nor fingers to feel with, 
and their feet are of no use for walk

ing. 
16 For a man made them, 

and one whose spirit is borrowed 
formed them; 

Animal worship 
for no man can form a god which is 

like himself. 
17 He is mortal, and what he makes wirh 

lawless hands is dead, 
for he is better than the objects he 

worships, 
sinceY he has life, but they never have. 

18 The enemies of thy people< worship 
even the most hateful animals, 

which are worse than all others, when 
judged by their lack of intelligence; 

19 and even as animals they are not so 
beautiful in appearance that one 
would desire them, 

but they have escaped both the praise 
of God and his blessing. 

16 Therefore those men were de
servedly punished through such 

creatures, 
and were tormented by a multitude of 

animals. 
2 Instead of this punishment thou didsr 

show kindness to thy people, 
and thou didst prepare quails to ear, 
a delicacy to satisfy the desire of ap

petite; 
J in order that those men, when they 

desired food, 
might lose the least remnant of appe

tite" 
because of the odious creatures sent to 

them, 
while thy peoplc,b after suffering want 

a short time, 
might partake of delicacies. 

4 For it was necessary that upon those 
oppressors inexorable want should 
come, 

while to these it was merely shown 
how their enemies were being tor
mented. 

s For when the terrible rage of wild 
beasts came upon thy peopJec 

and they were being destroyed by the 
bites of writhing serpents, 

thy wrath did not continue to the end; 
o they were troubled for a little while 

as a warning, 
and received a token of deliverance to 

remind them of thy law's command. 
7 For he who turned toward it wus 

saved, not by what he saw, 
but by thee, the Savior of all. 

x Other authorities read they Y Other authorities read of U'hich z Gk They 
a Gk loathe the necessary appetite b Gk 1hey c Gk them 
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8 And by this also thou didst convince 

our enemies 
that it is thou who deliverest from 

every evil. 
9 For they were killed by the bites of 

locusts and flies, 
and no healing was found for them, 
because they deserved to be punished 

by such things; 
JO but thy sons were not conquered even 

by the teeth of venomous serpents, 
for thy mercy came to their help and 

healed them. 
11 To remind them of thy oracles they 

were bitten, 
and then were quickly delivered, 
lest they should fall into deep forget

fulness 
and become unresponsived to thy 

kindness. 
12 For neither herb nor poultice cured 

them, 
but it was thy word, 0 Lord, which 

heals all men. 
lJ For thou hast power over life and 

death; 
thou dost lead men down to the gates 

of Hades and back again. 
14 A man in his wickedness kills another, 

but he cannot bring back the depaned 
spirit, 

nor set free the imprisoned soul. 

IS To escape from thy hand is impos
sible; 

16 for the ungodly, refusing to know thee, 
were scourged by the strength of thy 

arm, 
pursued by unusual rains and hail and 

relentless storms, 
and utterly consumed by fire. 

17 For-most incredible of all-in the 
water, which quenches all things, 

the fire had still greater effect, 
for the universe defends the righteous. 

18 At one time the flame was restrained, 
so that it might not consume the crea

tures sent against the ungodly, 
but that seeing this they might know 
that they were being pursued by the 

judgment of God; 
19 and at another time even in the midst 

of water it burned more intensely 
than fire, 

to destroy the crops of the unrighteous 
land. 
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20 Instead of these things thou didst give 

thy people the food of angels, 
and without their toil thou didst sup

ply them from heaven with bread 
ready to eat, 

providing every pleasure and suited to 
every taste. 

21 For thy sustenance manifested thy 
sweetness toward thy children; 

and the bread, ministering• to the de
sire of the one who took it, 

was changed to suit every one's liking. 
22 Snow and ice withstood fire without 

melting, 
so that they might know that the crops 

of their enemies 
were being destroyed by the fire that 

blazed in the hail 
and flashed in the showers of rain; 

23 whereas the fire,/ in order that the 
righteous might be fed, 

even forgot its native power. 

24 For the creation, serving thee who 
hast made it, 

exens itself to punish the unrighteous, 
and in kindness relaxes on behalf of 

those who trust in thee. 
25 Therefore at that time also, changed 

into all forms, 
it served thy all-nourishing bounty, 
according to the desire of those who 

had need,K 
26 so that thy sons, whom thou didst 

love, 0 Lord, might learn 
that it is not the production of crops 

that feeds man, 
but that thy word preserves those who 

trust in thee. 
27 For what was not destroyed by fire 

was melted when simply warmed by 
a fleeting ray of the sun, 

28 to make it known that one must 
rise before the sun to give thee 
thanks, 

and must pray to thee at the dawning 
of the light; 

29 for the hope of an ungrateful man will 
melt like wintry frost, 

and flow away like waste water. 

17 Great are thy judgments and 
hard to describe; 

therefore uninstructed souls have gone 
astray. 

2 For when lawless men supposed that 
d The meaning of the Greek is obscure e Gk and it, ministering f Gk this g Or who made supplication 
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they held the holy nation in their 14 But throughout the night, which was 
power, really powerless, 

they themselves lay as captives of and which beset them from the reces-
darkness and prisoners of long ses of powerless Hades, 
night, they all slept the same sleep, 

shut in under their roofs, exiles from 15 and now were driven by monstrous 
eternal providence. specters, 

J For thinking that in their secret sins and now were paralyzed by their souls' 
they were unobserved surrender, 

behind a dark curtain of forgetfulness, for sudden and unexpected fear over-
they were scattered, terriblyh alarmed, whelmed them. 
and appalled by specters. 16 And whoever was there fell down, 

4 For not even the inner chamber that and thus was kept shut up in a prison 
held them protected them from not made of iron; 
fear, 17 for whether he was a farmer or a 

but terrifying sounds rang oi.:t around shepherd 
them, or a workman who toiled in the wilder-

and dismal phantoms with gloomy ness, 
faces appeared. he was seized, and endured the ines-

5 And no power of fire was able to give capable fate; 
light, for with one chain of darkness they all 

nor did the brilliant flames of the stars were bound. 
avail to illumine that hateful night. 18 Whether there came a whistling wind, 

6 Nothing was shining through to them or a melodious sound of birds in wide-
except a dreadful, self-kindled fire, spreading branches, 
and in terror they deemed the things or the rhythm of violently rushing 

which they saw water, 
to be worse than that unseen appear- 19 or the harsh crash of rocks hurled 

ance. down, 
7 The delusions of their magic art lay or the unseen running of leaping ani-

humbled, mals, 
and their boasted wisdom was scorn- or the sound of the most savage roar-

fully rebuked. ing beasts, 
8 For those who promised to drive off or an echo thrown back from a hollow 

the fears and disorders of a sick soul of the mountains, 
were sick themselves with ridiculous it paralyzed them with terror. 

fear. 20 For the whole world was illumined 
9 For even if nothing disturbing fright- with brilliant light, 

ened them, and was engaged in unhindered work, 
yet, scared by the passing of beasts 21 while over those men alone heavy 

and the hissing of serpents, night was spread, 
10 they perished in trembling fear, an image of the darkness that was 

refusing to look even at the air, though destined to receive them; 
it nowhere could be avoided. but still heavier than darkness were 

11 For wickedness is a cowardly thing, they to themselves. 
condemned by its own testimony;i 18 But for thy holy ones there was 

distressed by conscience, it has always very great light. 
exaggeratedj the difficulties. Their enemiesk heard their voices but 

12 For fear is nothing but surrender of did not see their forms, 
the helps that come from reason; and counted them happy for not hav-

13 and the inner expectation of help, be- ing suffered, 
ing weak, 2 and were thankful that thy holy ones,k 

prefers ignorance of what causes the though previously wronged, were 
torment. doing them no injury; 

Ji Or, with other authorities, unohserved, they mere darkened behind a dark curcain of forgetfulness, urribly 
i The Greek text of this line is uncertain and probably corrupt 
i Other ancient authorities read au1icipared k Gk they 



The first-born destroyed 
and they begged their pardon for 

having been at variance with 
them.I 

3 Therefore thou didst provide a flam
ing pillar of fire 

as a guide for thy people'sm unknown 
journey, 

and a harmless sun for their glorious 
wandering. 

4 For their enemiesn deserved to be de
prived of light and imprisoned in 
darkness, 

those who had kept thy sons impris
oned, 

through whom the imperishable light 
of the law was to be given to the 
world. 

5 When they had resolved to kill the 
babes of thy holy ones, 

and one child had been exposed and 
rescued, 

thou didst in punishment take away 
a multitude of their children; 

and thou didst destroy them all to
gether by a mighty flood. 

6 That night was made known before
hand to our fathers, 

so that they might rejoice in sure 
knowledge of the oaths in which 
they trusted. 

7 The deliverance of the righteous and 
the destruction of their enemies 

were expected by thy people. 
B For by the same means by which thou 

didst punish our enemies 
thou didst call us to thyself and glorify 

us. 
9 For in secret the holy children of good 

men offered sacrifices, 
and with one accord agreed to the 

divine law, 
that the saints would share alike the 

same things, 
both blessings and dangers; 
and already they were singing the 

praises of the fathers.o 
Io But the discordant cry of their enemies 

echoed back, 
and their piteous lament for their chil

dren was spread abroad. 
11 The slave was punished with the same 

penalty as the master, 
and the common man suffered the 

same loss as the king, 
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12 and they all together, by the one form 

of death, 
had corpses too many to count. 
For the living were not sufficient even 

to bury them, 
since in one instant their most valued 

children had been destroyed. 
13 For though they had disbelieved ev

erything because of their magic arts, 
yet, when their first-born were de

stroyed, they acknowledged thy 
people to be God's son. 

14 For while gentle silence enveloped all 
things, 

and night in its swift course was now 
half gone, 

15 thy all-powerful word leaped from 
heaven, from the royal throne, 

into the midst of the land that was 
doomed, 

a stem warrior 16 carrying the sharp 
sword of thy authentic command, 

and stood and filled all things with 
death, 

and touched heaven while standing 
on the earth. 

17 Then at once apparitions in dreadful 
dreams greatly troubled them, 

and unexpected fears assailed them; 
18 and one here and another there, hurled 

down half dead, 
made known why they were dying; 

19 for the dreams which disturbed them 
forewarned them of this, 

so that they might not perish without 
knowing why they suffered. 

20 The experience of death touched also 
the righteous, 

and a plague came upon the multitude 
in the desert, 

but the wrath did not long continue. 
2l For a blameless man was quick to act 

as their champion; 
he brought forward the shield of his 

ministry, 
prayer and propitiation by incense; 
he withstood the anger and put an end 

to the disaster, 
showing that he was thy servant. 

22 He conquered the wrathP not by 
strength of body, 

and not by force of arms, 
but by his word he subdued the pW1-

isher, 
I The meaninK of the Greek of this line ie uncertain m Gk their n Gk 1hose men 
o Other euchorities read dangers, the fathers CJ/ready leading the songs of praise P Cn: Gk multfrud~ 
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appealing to the oaths and covenants 

given to our fathers. 
23 For when the dead had already fallen 

on one another in heaps, 
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he intervened and held back the wrath, 
and cut off its way to the living. 

24 For upon his long robe the whole 
world was depicted, 

and the glories of the fathers were en
graved on the four rows of stones, 

and thy majesty on the diadem upon 
his head. 

25 To these the destroyer yielded, these 
heq feared; 

for merely to test the wrath was 
enough. 

19 But the ungodly were assailed to 
the end by pitiless anger, 

for God' knew in advance even their 
future actions, 

2 that, though they themselves had per
mined5 thy people to depart 

and hastily sent them forth, 
they would change their minds and 

pursue them. 
3 For while they were still busy at 

mourning, 
and were lamenting at the graves of 

their dead, 
they reached another foolish decision, 
and pursued as fugitives those whom 

they had begged and compelled to 
depart. 

4 For the fate they deserved drew them 
on to this end, 

and made them forget what had hap
pened, 

in order that they might fill up the 
punishment which their torments 
still lacked, 

5 and that thy people might experience' 
an incredible journey, 

but they themselves might meet a 
strange death. 

6 For the whole creation in its nature 
was fashioned anew, 

complying with thy commands, 
that thy childrenu might be kept un

harmed. 
7 The cloud was seen overshadowing 

the camp, 
and dry land emerging where water 

had stood before, 

God's mercies to Israel 
an unhindered way out of the Red 

Sea, 
and a grassy plain out of the raging 

waves, 
8 where those protected by thy hand 

passed through as one nation, 
after gazing on marvelous wonders. 

9 For they ranged like horses, 
and leaped like Iambs, 
praising thee, 0 Lord, who didst de

liver them. 
10 For they still recalled the events of 

their sojourn, 
how instead of producing animals the 

earth brought forth gnats, 
and instead of fish the river spewed 

out vast numbers of frogs. 
11 Afterward they saw also a new kind' 

of birds, 
when desire led them to ask for lux

urious food; 
12 for, to give them relief, quails came up 

from the sea. 

13 The punishments did not come upon 
the sinners 

without prior signs in the violence of 
thunder, 

for they justly suffered because of 
their wicked acts; 

for they practiced a more bitter hatred 
of strangers. 

14 Others had refused to receive strang
ers when they came to them, 

but these made slaves of guests who 
were their benefactors. 

15 And not only so, but punishment of 
some sort will come upon the former 

for their hostile reception of the aliens; 
16 but the latter, after receiving them 

with festal celebrations, 
afflicted with terrible sufferings 
those who had already shared the 

same rights. 
17 They were stricken also with loss of 

sight-
just as were those at the door of the 

righteous man-
when, surrounded by yawning dark

ness, 
each tried to find the way through his 

own door. 

18 For the elements changed"· places with 
one another, 

''Other authorities read they r Gk he s Other authorities read had chariged cheir minds ro pi:rmir 
t Other authorities read accomplish " Or seroants v Or producriori 11· Gk chc:mging 
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as on a harp the notes vary the nature 

of the rhythm, 
while each note remains the same.x 
This may be clearly inferred from the 

sight of what took place. 
19 For land animals were transformed 

into water creatures, 
and creatures that swim moved over 

to the land. 
20 Fire even in water retained its normal 

power, 
and water forgot its fire-quenching 

nature. 

SIRACH 1 
21 Flames, on the contrary, failed to 

consume 
the flesh of perishable creatures that 

walked among them, 
nor did they meltY the crystalline, 

easily melted kind of heavenly 
food. 

22 For in everything, 0 Lord, thou hast 
exalted and glorified thy people; 

and thou hast not neglected to 
help them at all times and in all 
places. 

ECCLESIASTICUS, OR THE WISDOM 
OF JESUS THE SON OF 

SIRACH 
The Prologue 

Whereas many great teachings have 
been given to us through the law and 
the prophets and the others that fol
lowed them, on account of which we 
should praise Israel for instruction and 
wisdom; and since it is necessary not 
only that the readers themselves should 
acquire understanding but also that 
those who love learning should be able 
to help the outsiders by both speaking 
and writing, my grandfather Jesus, after 
devoting himself especially to the read
ing of the law and the prophets and the 
other books of our fathers, and after 
acquiring considerable proficiency in 
them, was himself also led to write 
something pertaining to instruction and 
wisdom, in order that, by becoming 
conversant with this also, those who 
love learning should make even greater 
progress in living according to the law. 

You are urged therefore to read with 
good will and attention, and to be 
indulgentu in cases where, despite our 
diligent labor in translating, we may 
seem to have rendered some phrases 
imperfectly. For what was originally 
expressed in Hebrew does not have 

exactly the same sense when translated 
into another language. Not only this 
work, but even the law itself, the proph
ecies, and the rest of the books differ 
not a little as originally expressed. 

When I came to Egypt in the thiny
eighth year of the reign of Eu-er'getes 
and stayed for some time, I found oppor
tunity for no little instruction.b It seemed 
highly necessary that I should myself 
devote some pains and labor to the 
translation of the following book, using 
in that period of time great watchfulness 
and skill in order to complete and pub
lish the book for those living abroad 
who wished to gain learning, being 
prepared in character to live according 
to the law. 

1 All wisdom comes from the Lord 
and is with him for ever. 

2 The sand of the sea, the drops of rain, 
and the days of eternity-who can 

count them? 
3 The height of heaven, the breadth of 

the eanh, 
the abyss, and wisdom-who can 

search them out? 

x The meaning of this vecse is wicertain Y Cn: Gk nor could be melted 
a Or Please read therefore wiih good will and atrention, and be indulgent 
b Other authorities read a copy affording no liule insrruciion 
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4 Wisdom was created before all things, 

and prudent understanding from 
eternity.< 

6 The root of wisdom-to whom has it 
been revealed? 

Her clever devices-who knows 
them?d 

8 There is One who is wise, greatly to 
be feared, 

sitting upon his throne. 
9 The Lord himself created wisdom;• 

he saw her and apportioned her, 
he poured her out upon all his 

works. 
1 o She dwells with all flesh according to 

his gift, 
and he supplied her to those who 

love him. 

11 The fear of the Lord is glory and ex
ultation, 

and gladness and a crown of re
joicing. 

12 The fear of the Lord delights the 
heart, 

and gives gladness and joy and long 
life. 

13 With him who fears the Lord it will 
go well at the end; 

on the day of his death he will be 
blessed. 

14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; 

she is created with the faithful in 
the womb. 

15 She made/ among men an eternal 
foundation, 

and among their descendants she 
will be trusted. 

16 To fear the Lord is wisdom's full 
measure; 

she satisfiesg men with her fruits; 
17 she fills their whole house with de

sirable goods, 
and their storehouses with her pro

duce. 
18 The fear of the Lord is the crown of 

wisdom, 
making peace and perfect health to 

flourish. 
19 He saw her and apportioned her; 

The fear of the Lord 
he rained down knowledge and dis

cerning comprehension, 
and he exalted the glory of those 

who held her fast. 
20 To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom, 

and her branches are long life.h 

22 Unrighteous anger cannot be justified, 
for a man's anger tips the scale to 

his ruin. 
23 A patient man will endure until the 

right moment, 
and then joy will burst forth for 

him. 
24 He will hide his words until the right 

moment, 
and the lips of many will tell of his 

good sense. 
25 In the treasuries of wisdom are wise 

sayings, 
but godliness is an abomination to a 

sinner. 
26 If you desire wisdom, keep the com

mandments, 
and the Lord will supply it for you. 

27 For the fear of the Lord is wisdom 
and instruction, 

and he delights in fidelity and 
meekness. 

28 Do not disobey the fear of the Lord; 
do not approach him with a divided 

mind. 
29 Be not a hypocrite in men's sight,; 

and keep watch over your lips. 
Jo Do not exalt yourself lest you fall, 

and thus bring dishonor upon 
yourself. 

The Lord will reveal your secrets 
and cast you down in the midst of 

the congregation, 
because you did not come in the fear 

of the Lord, 
and your heart was full of deceit. 

2 My son, if you come forward to 
serve the Lord, 
prepare yourself for temptation) 

2 Set your heart right and be steadfast, 
and do not be hasty in time of 

calamity. 
3 Cleave to him and do not depart, 

c Other authorities add as verse 5, The source of wisdom is God's word in the ln'gheSl heaven, and her wa)•s art' 
the eternal commandrnems. 
d Other authorities add as verse 7, The knowledge of wisdom-lo whom was ir mamfestedJ And her ab1md1..m1 
experience--who has understood it? e Gk her f Gk made as nest g Gk imoxicates 
h Other authorities add as verse 21, The/ear of rhe Lo,.d dn'ves away sins: and wher-e it abides, it will tum an•ay 
all anger. i Syr: Gk in the mouths of men i Oc tn.als 



Parents must be honored 
that you may be honored at the 

end of your life. 
4 Accept whatever is brought upon 

you, 
and in changes that humble you be 

patient. 
s For gold is tested in the fire, 

and acceptable men in the furnace 
of humiliation. 

6 Trust in him, and he will help you; 
make your ways straight, and hope 

in him. 

7 You who fear the Lord, wait for his 
mercy; 

and turn not aside, lest you fall. 
s You who fear the Lord, trust in him, 

and your reward will not fail; 
9 you who fear the Lord, hope for good 

things, 
for everlasting joy and mercy. 

10 Consider the ancient generations and 
see: 

who ever trusted in the Lord and 
was put to shame? 

57 

Or who ever persevered in the fear of 
the Lordk and was forsaken? 

Or who ever called upon him and 
was overlooked? 

11 For the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful; 

he forgives sins and saves in time 
of affliction. 

12 Woe to timid hearts and to slack 
hands, 

and to the sinner who walks along 
two ways! 

13 Woe to the faint heart, for it has no 
trust! 

Therefore it will not be sheltered. 
14 Woe to you who have lost your en

durance! 
What will you do when the Lord 

punishes you? 
1 s Those who fear the Lord will not dis

obey his words, 
and those who love him will keep 

his ways. 
16 Those who fear the Lord will seek 

his approval, 
and those who love him will be 

filled with the law. 
11 Those who fear the Lord will prepare 

their hearts, 
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and will humble themselves before 

him. 
18 Let us fall' into the hands of the Lord, 

but not into the hands of men; 
for as his majesty is, 

so also is his mercy. 

3 Listen to me your father, 0 chil
dren; 
and act accordingly, that you may 

be kept in safety. 
2 For the Lord honored the father 

above the children, 
and he confirmed the right of the 

mother over her sons. 
3 Whoever honors his father atones 

for sins, 
4 and whoever glorifies his mother is 

like one who lays up treasure. 
5 Whoever honors his father will be 

gladdened by his own children, 
and when he prays he will be heard. 

6 Whoever glorifies his father will have 
long life, 

and whoever obeys the Lord will 
refresh his mother; 

7 he will serve his parents as his 
masters.m 

R Honor your father by word and 
deed, 

that a blessing from him may come 
upon you. 

9 For a father's blessing strengthens 
the houses of the children, 

but a mother's curse uproots their 
foundations. 

10 Do not glorify yourself by dishonor
ing your father, 

for your father's dishonor is no 
glory to you. 

11 For a man's glory comes from hon
oring his father, 

and it is a disgrace for children not 
to respect their mother. 

12 0 son, help your father in his old 
age, 

and do not grieve him as long as he 
lives; 

13 even if he is lacking in understanding, 
show forbearance; 

in all your strength do not despise 
him. 

14 For kindness to a father will not be 
forgotten, 

k Gk of him I Gk We shall/a// 
m In other authorities this line is preceded by Whoever fears the Lord will honor his father, 
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and against your sins it will be so almsgiving atones for sin. 

credited to you; .11 Whoever requites favors gives 
15 in the day of your affliction it will be thought to the future; 

remembered in your favor; at the moment of his falling he will 
as frost in fair weather, your sins find support. 

will melt away. 
16 Whoever forsakes his father is like a 

blasphemer, 
and whoever angers his mother is 

cursed by the Lord. 

17 My son, perform your tasks in meek
ness; 

then you will be loved by those 
whom God accepts. 

18 The greater you are, the more you 
must humble yourself; 

so you will find favor in the sight 
of the Lord.n 

20 For great is the might of the Lord; 
he is glorified by the humble. 

21 Seek not what is too difficult for you, 
nor investigate what is beyond your 

power. 
22 Reflect upon what has been assigned 

to you, 
for you do not need what is hidden. 

2.l Do not meddle in what is beyond 
your tasks, 

for matters too great for human 
understanding have been shown 
you. 

24 For their hasty judgment has led 
many astray, 

and wrong opinion has caused their 
thoughts to slip.0 

26 A stubborn mind will be afflicted at 
the end, 

and whoever loves danger will per
ish by it. 

27 A stubborn mind will be burdened by 
troubles, 

and the sinner will heap sin upon 
sin. 

28 The affliction of the proud has no 
healing, 

for a plant of wickedness has taken 
root in him. 

29 The mind of the intelligent man will 
ponder a parable, 

and an attentive ear is the wise 
man's desire. 

JO Water extinguishes a blazing fire: 

4 My son, deprive not the poor of 
his living, 
and do not keep needy eyes waiting. 

2 Do not grieve the one who is hungry, 
nor anger a man in want. 

J Do not add to the troubles of an angry 
mind, 

nor delay your gift to a beggar. 
4 Do not reject an afflicted suppliant, 

nor tum your face away from the 
poor. 

s Do not avert your eye from the needy, 
nor give a man occasion to curse 

you; 
6 for if in bitterness of soul he calls 

down a curse upon you, 
his Creator will hear his prayer. 

7 Make yourself beloved in the congre
gation; 

bow your head low to a great man. 
8 Incline your ear to the poor, 

and answer him peaceably and 
gently. 

9 Deliver him who is wronged from the 
hand of the wrongdoer; 

and do not be fainthearted in judg
ing a case. 

to Be like a father to orphans, 
and instead of a husband to their 

mother; 
you will then be like a son of the Most 

High, 
and he will love you more than does 

your mother. 

11 Wisdom exalts her sons 
and gives help to those who seek 

her. 
12 Whoever loves her loves life, 

and those who seek her early will 
be filled with joy. 

13 Whoever holds her fast will obtain 
glory, 

and the Lord will bless the place 
sheP enters. 

14 Those who serve her will minister to 
the Holy One;q 

11 Other authorities add as verse 19, Many are lofty a'1d re,,owned, but to the meek he reveals his secrers. 
o Other authorities add as verse 25, If you have no eyes you will be without light,· rj you lack k11owledge do ''°' 
profess to hm•e it. P Or he q Or at the holy place 
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the Lord loves those who love her. 

15 He who obeys her will judge the na
tions, 

and whoever gives heed to her will 
dwell secure. 

16 If he has faith in her he will obtain 
her; 

and his descendants will remain in 
possession of her. 

17 For at first she will walk with him on 
tortuous paths, 

she will bring fear and cowardice 
upon him, 

and will torment him by her discipline 
until she trusts him, 

and she will test him with her ordi
nances. 

18 Then she will come straight back to 
him and gladden him, 

and will reveal her secrets to him. 
I 9 If he goes astray she will forsake him, 

and hand him over to his ruin. 

20 Observe the right time, and beware 
of evil;' 

and do not bring shame on yourself. 
21 For there is a shame which brings 

sin, 
and there is a shame which is glory 

and favor. 
22 Do not show partiality, to your own 

harm, 
or deference, to your downfall. 

23 Do not refrain from speaking at the 
crucial time; 

and do not hide your wisdom.' 
24 For wisdom is known through speech, 

and education through the words 
of the tongue. 

25 Never speak against the truth, 
but be mindful of your ignorance. 

26 Do not be ashamed to confess your 
sins, 

and do not try to stop the current 
of a river. 

27 Do not subject yourself to a foolish 
fellow, 

nor show partiality to a ruler. 
2H Strive even to death for the truth 

and the Lord God will fight for you. 

2'> Do not be reckless in your speech, 
or sluggish and remiss in your 

deeds. 

r Or an evil man -~ Cn: Gk at a rime of salvation 
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30 Do not be like a lion in your home, 

nor be a faultfinder with your serv
ants. 

31 Let not your hand be extended to re
ceive, 

but withdrawn when it is time to 
repay. 

5 Do not set your heart on your 
wealth, 
nor say, "I have enough." 

2 Do not follow your inclination and 
strength, 

walking according to the desires of 
your heart. 

3 Do not say, "Who will have power 
over me?" 

for the Lord will surely punish you. 

4 Do not say, "I sinned, and what hap
pened to me?" 

for the Lord is slow to anger. 
5 Do not be so confident of atonement 

that you add sin to sin. 
6 Do not say, "His mercy is great, 

he will forgive• the multitude of my 
sins," 

for both mercy and wrath are with 
him, 

and his anger rests on sinners. 
7 Do not delay to rum to the Lord, 

nor postpone it from day to day; 
for suddenly the wrath of the Lord 

will go forth, 
and at the time of punishment you 

will perish. 

s Do not depend on dishonest wealth, 
for it will not benefit you in the day 

of calamity. 
9 Do not winnow with every wind, 

nor follow every path: 
the double-tongued sinner does 

that. 
10 Be steadfast in your understanding, 

and let your speech be consistent. 
11 Be quick to hear, 

and be deliberate in answering. 
12 If you have understanding, answer 

your neighbor; 
but if not, put your hand on your 

mouth. 
13 Glory and dishonor come from 

speaking, 
and a man's tongue is his downfall. 

I So some Gk Mss and Heb Syr Vg: other Gk Mss omit and do not hide your wisdom 
11 Hrb: Gk he (or ir) will atone for 
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14 Do not be called a slanderer, 

and do not lie in ambush with your 
tongue; 

for shame comes to the thief, 
and severe condemnation to the 

double-tongued. 
15 In great or small matters do not act 

amiss, 
and do not become an enemy in-

stead of a friend; 

6 for a bad name incurs shame and 
reproach: 
so fares the double-tongued sinner. 

2 Do not exalt yourself through your 
soul's counsel, 

lest your soul be tom in pieces like 
a bull.v 

3 You will devour your leaves and de
stroy your fruit, 

and will be left like a withered tree. 
4 An evil soul will destroy him who 

has it, 
and make him the laughingstock of 

his enemies. 

5 A pleasant voice multiplies friends, 
and a gracious tongue multiplies 

courtesies. 
6 Let those that are at peace with you 

be many, 
but let your advisers be one in a 

thousand. 
7 When you gain a friend, gain him 

through testing, 
and do not trust him hastily. 

8 For there is a friend who is such at his 
own convenience, 

but will not stand by you in your 
day of trouble. 

9 And there is a friend who changes into 
an enemy, 

and will disclose a quarrel to your 
disgrace. 

JO And there is a friend who is a table 
companion, 

but will not stand by you in your 
day of trouble. 

11 In your prosperity he will make him
self your equal, 

and be bold with your servants; 
12 but if you are brought low he will 

turn against you, 
and will hide himself from your 

presence. 
13 Keep yourself far from your enemies, 
v The meaning of the Greek of this verse is obscure 

Faithful friends 
and be on guard toward your 

friends. 

14 A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter: 
he that has found one has found a 

treasure. 
15 There is nothing so precious as a faith

ful friend, 
and no scales can measure his ex

cellence. 
16 A faithful friend is an elixir of life; 

and those who fear the Lord will 
find him. 

11 Whoever fears the Lord directs his 
friendship aright, 

for as he is, so is his neighbor also. 

18 My son, from your youth up choose 
instruction, 

and until you are old you will keep 
finding wisdom. 

19 Come to her like one who plows and 
sows, 

and wait for her good harvest. 
For in her service you will toil a little 

while, 
and soon you will eat of her pro

duce. 
20 She seems very harsh to the unin

structed; 
a weakling will not remain with 

her. 
21 She will weigh him down like a heavy 

testing stone, 
and he will not be slow to cast her 

off. 
22 For wisdom is like her name, 

and is not manifest to many. 

23 Listen, my son, and accept my judg
ment; 

do not reject my counsel. 
24 Put your feet into her fetters, 

and your neck into her collar. 
25 Put your shoulder under her and 

carry her, 
and do not fret under her bonds. 

26 Come to her with all your soul, 
and keep her ways with all your 

might. 
27 Search out and seek, and she will be

come known to you; 
and when you get hold of her, do 

not let her go. 
28 For at last you will find the rest she 

gives, 
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and she will be changed into joy for lest you be partial to a powerful 

you. 
29 Then her fetters will become for you 

a strong protection, 
and her collar a glorious robe. 

30 Her yoke"' is a golden ornament, 
and her bonds are a cord of blue. 

31 You will wear her like a glorious robe, 
and put her on like a crown of glad

ness. 

32 If you are willing, my son, you will 
be taught, 

and if you apply yourself you will 
become clever. 

33 If you love to listen you will gain 
knowledge, 

and if you incline your ear you will 
become wise. 

34 Stand in the assembly of the elders. 
Who is wise? Cleave to him. 

35 Be ready to listen to everyx narrative, 
and do not let wise proverbs escape 

you. 
36 If you see an intelligent man, visit 

him early; 
let your foot wear out his doorstep. 

37 Reflect on the statutes of the Lord, 
and meditate at all times on his 

commandments. 
It is he who will give insight toY your 

mind, 
and your desire for wisdom will be 

granted. 

7 Do no evil, and evil will never be
fall you. 
Stay away from wrong, and it will 

turn away from you. 
3 My son, do not sow the furrows of 

injustice, 
and you will not reap a sevenfold 

crop. 

4 Do not seek from the Lord the highest 
office, 

nor the seat of honor from the 
king. 

5 Do not assert your righteousness be
fore the Lord, 

nor display your wisdom before the 
king. 

6 Do not seek to become a judge, 
lest you be unable to remove in

iquity, 

man, 
and thus put a blot on your integ

rity. 
7 Do not offend against the public, 

and do not disgrace yourself among 
the people. 

8 Do not commit a sin twice; 
even for one you will not go un

punished. 
9 Do not say, "He will consider the 

multitude of my gifts, 
and when I make an offering to the 

Most High God he will accept 
it." 

10 Do not be fainthearted in your prayer, 
nor neglect to give alms. 

11 Do not ridicule a man who is bitter 
in soul, 

for there is One who abases and ex
alts. 

12 Do not devise• a lie against your 
brother, 

nor do the like to a friend. 
13 Refuse to utter any lie, 

for the habit of lying serves no 
good. 

14 Do not prattle in the assembly of the 
elders, 

nor repeat yourself in your prayer. 

15 Do not hate toilsome labor, 
or farm work, which were created 

by the Most High. 
16 Do not count yourself among the 

crowd of sinners; 
remember that wrath does not de

lay. 
17 Humble yourself greatly, 

for the punishment of the ungodly 
is fire and worms.a 

18 Do not exchange a friend for money, 
or a real brother for the gold of 

Ophir. 
19 Do not deprive yourself of a wise and 

good wife, 
for her charm is worth more than 

gold. 
20 Do not abuse a servant who performs 

his work faithfully, 
or a hired laborer who devotes 

himself to you. 
w Heb: Gk Upoo her x Heb: Gk adds divine Y Heb: Gk will coo.firm z Heb: Gk plow 
a The Hebrew text reeds for the expectation of man is worms 
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21 Let your soul loveb an intelligent serv- 35 Do not shrink from visiting a sick 

ant; 
do not withhold from him his free

dom. 

22 Do you have cattle? Look after them; 
if they are profitable to you, keep 

them. 
23 Do you have children? Discipline 

them, 
and make them obedient< from their 

youth. 
24 Do you have daughters? Be concerned 

for their chastity,d 
and do not show yourself too in

dulgent with them. 
25 Give a daughter in marriage; you will 

have finished a great task. 
But give her to a man of under

standing. 

26 If you have a wife who pleases you,e 
do not cast her out; 

but do not trust yourself to one 
whom you detest. 

27 With all your heart honor your fa
ther, 

and do not forget the birth pangs 
of your mother. 

ZR Remember that through your parents/ 
you were born; 

and what can you give back to them 
that equals their gift to you? 

29 With all your soul fear the Lord, 
and honor his priests. 

30 With all your might love your 
Maker, 

and do not forsake his ministers. 
31 Fear the Lord and honor the priest, 

and give him his portion, as is com
manded you: 

the first fruits, the guilt offering, the 
gift of the shoulders, 

the sacrifice of sanctification, and 
the first fruits of the holy things. 

32 Stretch forth your hand to the poor, 
so that your blessing may be com

plete. 
33 Give graciously to all the living, 

and withhold not kindness from the 
dead. 

34 Do not fail those who weep, 
but mourn with those who mourn. 

man, 
because for such deeds you will be 

loved. 
36 In all you do, remember the end of 

your life, 
and then you will never sin. 

8 Do not contend with a powerful 
man, 
lest you fall into his hands. 

2 Do not quarrel with a rich man, 
lest his resources outweigh yours; 

for gold has ruined many, 
and has perverted the minds of 

kings. 
3 Do not argue with a chatterer, 

nor heap wood on his fire. 

4 Do not jest with an ill-bred person, 
lest your ancestors be disgraced. 

5 Do not reproach a man who is turning 
away from sin; 

remember that we all deserve pun
ishment. 

6 Do not disdain a man when he is old, 
for some of us are growing old. 

7 Do not rejoice over any one's death; 
remember that we all must die. 

8 Do not slight the discourse of the 
sages, 

but busy yourself with their max
ims; 

because from them you will gain in
struction 

and learn how to serve great men. 
9 Do not disregard the discourse of the 

aged, 
for they themselves learned from 

their fathers; 
because from them you will gain un

derstanding 
and learn how to give an answer in 

time of need. 

10 Do not kindle the coals of a sinner, 
lest you be turned in his flaming 

fire. 
11 Do not get up and leave an insolent 

fellow, 
lest he lie in ambush against your 

words. 
12 Do not lend to a man who is stronger 

than you; 

b The Hebrew text reeds Love like yourself c Gk bend their necks d Gk body 
e Heb Syr omit who pleases you f Gk rhern 



W a/king in the midst of snares 
but if you do lend anything, be as 

one who has lost it. 
1 J Do not give surety beyond your means, 

but if you give surety, be concerned 
as one who must pay. 

14 Do not go to law against a judge, 
for the decision will favor him be

cause of his standing. 
15 Do not travel on the road with a fool

hardy fellow, 
lest he be burdensome to you; 

for he will act as he pleases, 
and through his folly you will per

ish with him. 
16 Do not fight with a wrathful man, 

and do not cross the wilderness 
with him; 

because blood is as nothing in his 
sight, 

and where no help is at hand, he 
will strike you down. 

17 Do not consult with a fool, 
for he will not be able to keep a 

secret. 
18 In the presence of a stranger do noth

ing that is to be kept secret, 
for you do not know what he will 

divulge.g 
19 Do not reveal your thoughts to every 

one, 
lest you drive away your good 

luck.h 

9 Do not be jealous of the wife of 
your bosom, 
and do not teach her an evil lesson 

to your own hurt. 
2 Do not give yourself to a woman 

so that she gains mastery over your 
strength. 

3 Do n.ot go to meet a loose woman, 
lest you fall into her snares. 

4 Do not associate with a woman singer, 
lest you be caught in her intrigues. 

s Do not look intently at a virgin, 
lest you stumble and incur penalties 

for her. 
6 Do not give yourself to harlots 

lest you lose your inheritance. 
7 Do not look around in the streets of a 

city, 
nor wander about in its deserted 

sections. 
8 Turn away your eyes from a shapely 

woman, 
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and do not look intently at beauty 

belonging to another; 
many have been misled by a woman's 

beauty, 
and by it passion is kindled like a 

fire. 
9 Never dine with another man's wife, 

nor revel with her at wine; 
lest your heart tum aside to her, 

and in bloodi you be plunged into 
destruction. 

10 Forsake not an old friend, 
for a new one does not compare 

with him. 
A new friend is like new wine; 

when it has aged you will drink it 
with pleasure. 

11 Do not envy the honors of a sinner, 
for you do not know what his end 

will be. 
12 Do not delight in what pleases the 

ungodly; 
remember that they will not be 

held guiltless as long as they 
live. 

13 Keep far from a man who has the 
power to kill, 

and you will not be worried by the 
fear of death. 

But if you approach him, make no 
misstep, 

lest he rob you of your life. 
Know that you are walking in the 

midst of snares, 
and that you are going about on the 

city battlements. 

14 As much as you can, aim to know 
your neighbors, 

and consult with the wise. 
15 Let your conversation be with men of 

understanding, 
and let all your discussion be about 

the law of the Most High. 
16 Let righteous men be your dinner 

companions, 
and let your glorying be in the fear 

of the Lord. 
17 A work will be praised for the skill of 

the craftsmen; 
so a people's leader is proved wise 

by his words. 
18 A babbler is feared in his city, 

II Or ir will bri'ng forth h Heb: Gk let him not return a faTJor to you I Heb: Gk by your spin't 
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and the man who is reckless in 

speech will be hated. 

lo A wise magistrate will educate 
his people, 

and the rule of an understanding 
man will be well ordered. 

2 Like the magistrate of the people, so 
are his officials; 

and like the ruler of the city, so are 
all its inhabitants. 

3 An undisciplined king will ruin his 
people, 

but a city will grow through the 
understanding of its rulers. 

4 The government of the earth is in the 
hands of the Lord, 

and over it he will raise up the right 
man for the time. 

5 The success of a man is in the hands 
of the Lord, 

and he confers his honor upon the 
person of the scribe) 

6 Do not be angry with your neighbor 
for any injury, 

and do not attempt anything by 
acts of insolence. 

7 Arrogance is hateful before the Lord 
and before men, 

and injustice is outrageous to 
both. 

8 Sovereignty passes from nation to na
tion 

on account of injustice and inso
lence and wealth. 

9 How can he who is dust and ashes be 
proud? 

for even in life his bowels decay.k 
10 A long illness baffles the physician;/ 

the king of today will die tomorrow. 
11 For when a man is dead, 

he will inherit creeping things, and 
wild beasts, and worms. 

12 The beginning of man's pride is to 
depart from the Lord; 

his heart has forsaken his Maker. 
13 For the beginning of pride is sin, 

and the man who clings to it pours 
out abominations. 

Therefore the Lord brought upon 
them extraordinary afflictions, 

and destroyed them utterly. 

Success in the hands of God 
14 The Lord has cast down the thrones 

of rulers, 
and has seated the lowly in their 

place. 
15 The Lord has plucked up the roots 

of the nations,m 
and has planted the humble in their 

place. 
16 The Lord has overthrown the lands 

of the nations, 
and has destroyed them to the 

foundations of the earth. 
17 He has removed some of them and 

destroyed them, 
and has extinguished the memory 

of them from the earth. 
18 Pride was not created for men, 

nor fierce anger for those born of 
women. 

19 What race is worthy of honor? The 
human race. 

What race is worthy of honor? 
Those who fear the Lord. 

What race is unworthy of honor? 
The human race. 

What race is unworthy of honor? 
Those who transgress the com
mandments. 

20 Among brothers their leader is worthy 
of honor, 

and those who fear the Lord are 
worthy of honor in his eyes." 

22 The rich, and the eminent, and the 
poor-

their glory is the fear of the Lord. 
23 It is not right to despise an intelligent 

poor man, 
nor is it proper to honor a sinful 

man. 
24 The nobleman, and the judge, and the 

ruler will be honored, 
but none of them is greater than 

the man who fears the Lord. 
25 Free men will be at the service of a 

wise servant, 
and a man of understanding will 

not grumble. 

26 Do not make a display of your wisdom 
when you do your work, 

nor glorify yourself at a time when 
you are in want. 

i Or rhe official k Heb: Greek is obscure I Heb Vg: Greek is uncertain 
m Some authorities read proud nations 
11 Other authorities add as verse 21, The fear of the Lord is the beginni11g of accepta11ce; obduracy and pride 
are the begitm.,-,1g of rejection. 



Trust in the Lord 
21 Bener is a man who works and has an 

abundance of everything, 
than one who goes about boasting, 

but lacks bread. 
28 My son, glorify yourself with humility, 

and ascribe to yourself honor ac
cording to your worth. 

29 Who will justify the man that sins 
against himself? 

And who will honor the man that 
dishonors his own life? 

JO A poor man is honored for his 
knowledge, 

while a rich man is honored for 
his wealth. 

31 A man honored in poverty, how 
much more in wealth! 

And a man dishonored in wealth, 
how much more in poverty! 

11 The wisdom of a humble man 
will lift up his head, 

and will seat him among the great. 

2 Do not praise a man for his good 
looks, 

nor loathe a man because of his ap
pearance. 

3 The bee is small among flying crea
tures, 

but her product is the best of sweet 
things. 

4 Do not boast about wearing fine 
clothes, 

nor exalt yourself in the day that 
you are honored; 

for the works of the Lord are wonder
ful, 

and his works are concealed from 
men. 

s Many kings have had to sit on the 
ground, 

but one who was never thought of 
has worn a crown. 

6 Many rulers have been greatly dis
graced, 

and illustrious men have been 
handed over to others. 

7 Do not find fault before you investi
gate; 

first consider, and then reprove. 
8 Do not answer before you have heard, 

nor interrupt a speaker in the midst 
of his words. 
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9 Do not argue about a maner which 

does not concern you, 
nor sit with sinners when they 

judge a case. 

IO My son, do not busy yourself with 
many matters; 

if you multiply activities you will 
not go unpunished, 

and if you pursue you will not over
take, 

and by fleeing you will not escape. 
11 There is a man who works, and toils, 

and presses on, 
but is so much the more in want. 

12 There is another who is slow and 
needs help, 

who Jacks strength and abounds in 
poverty; 

but the eyes of the Lord look upon 
him for his good; 

he lifts him out of his low estate 
13 and raises up his head, 

so that many are amazed at him. 

14 Good things and bad, life and death, 
poverty and wealth, come from the 

Lord.0 

17 The gift of the Lord endures for 
those who are godly, 

and what he approves will have 
lasting success. 

18 There is a man who is rich through 
his diligence and self-denial, 

and this is the reward allotted to 
him: 

19 when he says, "I have found rest, 
and now I shall enjoyP my goods!" 

he does not know how much time will 
pass 

until he leaves them to others and 
dies. 

20 Stand by your covenantq and attend 
to it, 

and grow old in your work. 

21 Do not wonder at the works of a sin
ner, 

but trust in the Lord and keep at 
your toil; 

for it is easy in the sight of the 
Lord 

to enrich a poor man quickly and 
suddenly. 
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22 The blessing of the Lord is' the re

ward of the godly, 
and quickly God causes his blessing 

to flourish. 
23 Do not say, "What do I need, 

and what prosperity could be mine 
in the future?" 

24 Do not say, "I have enough, 
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and what calamity could happen to 
me in the future?" 

25 In the day of prosperity, adversity is 
forgotten, 

and in the day of adversity, pros
perity is not remembered. 

26 For it is easy in the sight of the Lord 
to reward a man on the day of death 

according to his conduct. 
27 The misery of an hour makes one for

get luxury, 
and at the close of a man's life his 

deeds will be revealed. 
28 Call no one happy before his death; 

a man will be known through his 
children. 

29 Do not bring every man into your 
home, 

for many are the wiles of the 
crafty. 

30 Like a decoy partridge in a cage, so 
is the mind of a proud man, 

and like a spy he observes your 
weakness;s 

31 for he lies in wait, turning good into 
evil, 

and to wonhy actions he will at
tach blame. 

32 From a spark of fire come many burn
ing coals, 

and a sinner lies in wait to shed 
blood. 

33 Beware of a scoundrel, for he devises 
evil, 

lest he give you a lasting blemish. 
34 Receive a stranger into your home and 

he will upset you with commo
tion, 

and will estrange you from your 
family. 

12 If you do a kindness, know to 
whom you do it, 

and you will be thanked for your 
good deeds. 

r Gk is in s Heb: Gk downfall 

Beware of enemies 
2 Do good to a godly man, and you will 

be repaid-
if not by him, cenainly by the Most 

High. 
3 No good will come to the man who 

persists in evil 
or to him who does not give alms. 

4 Give to the godly man, but do not 
help the sinner. 

Do good to the humble, but do not 
give to the ungodly; 

hold back his bread, and do not give 
it to him, 

lest by means of it he subdue you; 
for you will receive twice as much evil 

for all the good which you do to 
him. 

6 For the Most High also hates sinners 
and will inflict punishment on the 

ungodly.' 
7 Give to the good man, but do not help 

the sinner. 

B A friend will not be known" in pros
perity, 

nor will an enemy be hidden in 
adversity. 

9 A man's enemies are grieved when he 
prospers, 

and in his adversity even his friend 
will separate from him. 

10 Never trust your enemy, 
for like the rusting of copper, so is 

his wickedness. 
11 Even if he humbles himself and goes 

about cringing, 
watch yourself, and be on your 

guard against him; 
and you will be to him like one who 

has polished a mirror, 
and you will know that it was not 

hopelessly tarnished. 
12 Do not put him next to you, 

lest he overthrow you and take 
your place; 

do not have him sit at your right, 
lest he try to take your seat of 

honor, 
and at last you will realize the truth 

of my words, 
and be stung by what I have said. 

13 Who will pity a snake charmer bitten 
by a serpent, 

t Other authorities add and he is keeping them for the mighty day of their punishmetll 
u Other authorities read punished 
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or any who go near wild beasts? 7 He will shame you with his .foods, 

14 So no one will pity a man who associ- until he has drained you two· or 
ates with a sinner three times; · 

and becomes involved in his sins. and finally he will deride you. 
15 He will stay with you for a time, Should he see you afterwards, he will 

but if you falter, he will not stand forsake you, 
by you. and shake his head at you. 

16 An enemy will speak sweetly with his 
lips, 

but in his mind he will plan to 
throw you into a pit; 

an enemy will weep with his eyes, 
but if he finds an opportunity his 

thirst for blood will be insatiable. 
11 If calamity befalls you, you will find 

him there ahead of you; 
and while pretending to help you, 

he will trip you by the heel; 
18 he will shake his head, and clap his 

hands, 
and whisper much, and change his 

expression. 

13 Whoever touches pitch will be 
defiled, 

and whoever associates with a proud 
man will become like him. 

2 Do not lift a weight beyond your 
strength, 

nor associate with a man mightier 
and richer than you. 

How can the clay pot associate with 
the iron kettle? 

The pot will strike against it, and 
will itself be broken. 

J A rich man does wrong, and he even 
adds reproaches; 

.a poor man suffers wrong, and he 
must add apologies. 

4 A rich man' will exploit you if you can 
be of use to him, 

but if you are in need he will for
sake you. 

5 If you own something, he will live 
with you; 

he will drain your resources and he 
will not care. 

6 When he needs you he will deceive 
you, 

he will smile at you and give you 
hope. 

He will speak to you kindly and say, 
"What do you need?" 

8 Take care not to be led astray, 
and not to be humiliated in your 

feasting."' 
9 When a powerful man invites you, be 

reserved; 
and he will invite you the more 

often. 
10 Do not push forward, lest you be re

pulsed; 
and do not remain at a distance, 

lest you be forgotten. 
11 Do not try to treat him as an equal, 

nor trust his abundance of words; 
for he will test you through much 

talk, 
and while he smiles he will be 

examining you. 
12 Cruel is he who does not keep words 

to himself; 
he will not hesitate to injure or to 

imprison. 
13 Keep words to yourself and be very 

watchful, 
for you are walking about with your 

own downfall.x 

15 Every creature loves its like, 
and every person his neighbor; 

16 all living beings associate by species, 
and a man clings to one like himself . 

17 What fellowship has a wolf with a 
lamb? 

No more has a sinner with a godly 
man. 

18 What peace is there between a hyena 
and a dog? 

And what peace between a rich 
man and a poor man? 

19 Wild asses in the wilderness are the 
prey of lions; 

likewise the poor are pastures for 
the rich. 

20 Humility is an abomination to a proud 
man; 

likewise a poor man is an abomina
tion to a rich one. 

v Gk He w Other authorities read Jolly 
x Other authorities add When you hear these things ;,, your sleep, wake 11p! 14 During all your Ufe IOfJe the L<>rd, 
and call 011 him for your sa/vatiori. 
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21 When a rich man totters, he is stead

ied by friends, 
but when a humble man falls, he 

is even pushed away by friends. 
22 If a rich man slips, his helpers are 

many; 
he speaks unseemly words, and 

they justify him. 
If a hwnble man slips, they even re

proach him; 
he speaks sensibly, and receives no 

attention. 
23 When the rich man speaks all are 

silent, 
and they extol to the clouds what 

he says. 
When the poor man speaks they 

say, 
"Who is this fellow?" 

And should he stumble, they even 
push him down. 

24 Riches are good if they are free from 
sin, 
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and poverty is evil in the opinion of 
the ungodly. 

25 A man's heart changes his counte
nance, 

either for good or for evil.Y 
26 The mark of a happy heart is a cheer

ful face, 
but to devise proverbs requires 

painful thinking. 

14 Blessed is the man who does not 
blunder with his lips 

and need not suffer grief for sin. 
2 Blessed is he whose heart does not 

condemn him, 
and who has not given up his hope. 

3 Riches are not seemly for a stingy 
man; 

and of what use is property to an 
envious man? 

4 Whoever accumulates by depriving 
himself, accumulates for others; 

and others will live in luxury on his 
goods. 

5 If a man is mean to himself, to whom 
will he be generous? 

He will not enjoy his own riches. 
6 No one is meaner than the man who 

is grudging to himself, 
and this is the retribution for his 

baseness; 

Live prudently 
7 even if he does good, he does it un

intentionally, 
and betrays his baseness in the end. 

s Evil is the man with a grudging eye; 
he averts his face and disregards 

people. 
9 A greedy man's eye is not satisfied 

with a portion, 
and mean injustice withers the soul. 

10 A stingy man's eye begrudges bread, 
and it is lacking at his table. 

11 My son, treat yourself well, according 
to your means, 

and present worthy offerings to the 
Lord. 

12 Remember that death will not delay, 
and the decree< of Hades has not 

been shown to you. 
13 Do good to a friend before you die, 

and reach out and give to him as 
much as you can. 

14 Do not deprive yourself of a happy 
day; 

let not your share of desired good 
pass by you. 

15 Will you not leave the fruit of your 
labors to another, 

and what you acquired by toil to be 
divided by lot? 

16 Give, and take and beguile yourself, 
because in Hades one cannot look 

for luxury. 
17 All living beings become old like a 

garment, 
for the decree<' from of old is, "You 

must surely die!" 
1 s Like flourishing leaves on a spreading 

tree 
which sheds some and puts forth 

others, 
so are the generations of flesh and 

blood: 
one dies and another is born. 

19 Every product decays and ceases to 
exist, 

and the man who made it will pass 
away with it. 

20 Blessed is the man who meditates onb 
wisdom 

and who reasons intelligently. 
21 He who reflects in his mind on her 

ways 
will also ponder her secrets. 

J' Other authorities add and a glad heart maker a cheerful countenance z Gk covenant 
a Gk covenant b Other authorities read dies in 
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22 Pursue wisdom< like a hunter, 

and lie in wait on her paths. 
23 He who peers through her windows 

will also listen at her doors; 
24 he who encamps near her house 

will also fasten his tent peg to her 
walls; 

25 he will pitch his tent near her, 
and will lodge in an excellent lodg

ing place; 
26 he will place his children under her 

shelter, 
and will camp under her boughs; 

27 he will be sheltered by her from the 
heat, 

and will dwell in the midst of her 
glory. 

15 The man who fears the Lord will 
do this, 

and he who holds to the law will 
obtain wisdom.d 

2 She will come to meet him like a 
mother, 

and like the wife of his youth she 
will welcome him. 

3 She will feed him with the bread of 
understanding, 

and give him the water of wisdom 
to drink. 

4 He will lean on her and will not fall, 
and he will rely on her and will not 

be put to shame. 
5 She will exalt him above his neigh

bors, 
and will open his mouth in the 

midst of the assembly. 
6 He will find gladness and a crown of 

rejoicing, 
and will acquire an everlasting name. 

7 Foolish men will not obtain her, 
and sinful men will not see her. 

8 She is far from men of pride, 
and liars will never think of her. 

9 A hymn of praise is not fitting on the 
lips of a sinner, 

for it has not been sent from the 
Lord. 

10 For a hymn of praise should be ut
tered in wisdom, 

and the Lord will prosper it. 

11 Do not say, "Because of the Lord I 
left the right way"; 

for he• will not do what he hates. 
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12 Do not say, "It was he who led me 

astray"; 
for he has no need of a sinful man. 

13 The Lord hates all abominations, 
and they are not loved by those 

who fear him. 
14 It was he who created man in the be

ginning, 
and he left him in the power of his 

own inclination. 
15 If you will, you can keep the com

mandments, 
and to act faithfully is a matter of 

your own choice. 
16 He has placed before you fire and 

water: 
stretch out your hand for which

ever you wish. 
17 Before a man/ are life and death, 

and whichever he chooses will be 
given to him. 

18 For great is the wisdom of the Lord; 
he is mighty in power and sees 

everything; 
19 his eyes are on those who fear him, 

and he knows every deed of man. 
20 He has not commanded any one to be 

ungodly, 
and he has not given any one per

mission to sin. 

16 Do not desire a multitude of use
less children, 

nor rejoice in ungodly sons. 
2 If they multiply, do not rejoice in them, 

unless the fear of the Lord is in 
them. 

3 Do not trust in their survival, 
and do not rely on their multitude; 

for one is better than a thousand,c 
and to die childless is better than 

to have ungodly children. 
4 For through one man of understand

ing a city will be filled with people, 
but through a tribe of lawless men 

it will be made desolate. 
5 Many such things my eye has seen, 

and my ear has heard things more 
striking than these. 

6 In an assembly of sinners a fire will be 
kindled, 

and in a disobedient nation wrath 
was kindled. 

7 He was not propitiated for the ancient 
giants 

c Gk h<T d Gk h<T e Heb: Gk you f Gk men 11 The text of thi• line i• uncertain 



SIRACH 16 70 
who revolted in their might. 

B He did not spare the neighbors of 
Lot, 

whom he loathed on account of 
their insolence. 

9 He showed no pity for a nation de
voted to destruction, 

for those destroyed in their sins; 
10 nor for the six hundred thousand men 

on foot, 
who rebelliously assembled in their 

stubbornness. 
11 Even if there is only one stiff-necked 

person, 
it will be a wonder if he remains 

unpunished. 
For mercy and wrath are with the 

Lord;" 
he is mighty to forgive, and he pours 

out wrath. 
12 As great as his mercy, so great is also 

his reproof; 
he judges a man according to his 

deeds. 
13 The sinner will not escape with his 

plunder, 
and the patience of the godly will 

not be frustrated. 
14 He will make room for every act of 

mercy; 
every one will receive in accordance 

with his deeds.i 

17 Do not say, "I shall be hidden from 
the Lord, 

and who from on high will remem
ber me? 

Among so many people I shall not be 
known, 

for what is my soul in the boundless 
creation? 

18 Behold, heaven and the highest heav
en, 

the abyss and the earth, will trem
ble at his visitation. 

19 The mountains also and the founda
tions of the earth 

shake with trembling when he looks 
upon them. 

20 And no mind will reflect on this. 
Who will ponder his ways? 

h Gk him 

The Lord's wisdom 
2l Like a tempest which no man can see, 

so most of his works are concealed. 
22 Who will announce his acts of 

justice? 
Or who will await them? For the 

covenant is far off." 
23 This is what one devoid of under

standing thinks; 
a senseless and misguided man 

thinks foolishly. 

24 Listen to me, my son, and acquire 
knowledge, 

and pay close attention to my words. 
25 I will impart instruction by weight, 

and declare knowledge accurately. 

26 The works of the Lord have existed 
from the beginning by his crea

tion,j 
and when he made them, he de

termined their divisions. 
27 He arranged his works in an eternal 

order, 
and their dominionk for all1 genera

tions; 
they neither hunger nor grow weary, 

and they do not cease from their 
labors. 

28 They do not crowd one another aside, 
and they will never disobey his 

word. 
29 After this the Lord looked upon the 

earth, 
and filled it with his good things; 

30 with all kinds of living beings he cov
ered its surface, 

and to it they return. 

17 The Lord created man out of 
earth, 

and turned him back to it again. 
2 He gave to menm few days, a limited 

time, 
but granted them authority over 

the things upon the earth." 
3 He endowed them with strength like 

his own,0 

and made them in his own image. 
4 He placed the fear of themP in all liv

ing beings, 

i Ocher authorities add IS The Lord hardened Pharaoh so 1hac he did not kr1ow him; in order chat his u:orks might 
be known under heaven. 16 His mercy is manifest co rhe whole of creation, and he dit:ided his light and darkm-H 
with a plumb line. 
i Heb: Gk judgment k Or e/emems I Gk their m Gk them n Gk ir o Cn: Gk proper to them 
P Syr: Gk him 
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and granted them dominion over 23 Afterward he will arise and requite 

beasts and birds.q them, 
6 He made for them' tongue and eyes; and he will bring their recompense 

he gave them ears and a mind for on their heads. 
thinking. 24 Yet to those who repent he grants a 

7 He filled them with knowledge and return, 
understanding, and he encourages those whose en-

and showed them good and evil. durance is failing. 
8 He set his eye upon their hearts 

to show them the majesty of his 25 Turn to the Lord and forsake your 
works.• sins; 

10 And they will praise his holy name, pray in his presence and lessen 
to proclaim the grandeur of his your offenses. 

works. 26 Return to the Most High and turn 
11 He bestowed knowledge upon them away from iniquity,Y 

and allotted to them the law of life. and hate abominations intensely. 
12 He established with them an eternal 27 Who will sing praises to the Most 

covenant, High in Hades, 
and showed them his judgments. as do those who are alive and give 

13 Their eyes saw his glorious majesty, thanks? 
and their ears heard the glory of his 28 From the dead, as from one who 

voice. does not exist, thanksgiving has 
14 And he said to them, "Beware of all ceased; 

unrighteousness."' he who is alive and well sings the 
And he gave commandment to each Lord's praises. 

of them concerning his neigh- 29 How great is the mercy of the Lord, 
bor. and his forgiveness for those who 

15 Their ways are always before him, 
they will not be hid from his eyes." 

17 He appointed a ruler for every nation, 
but Israel is the Lord's own por

tion.• 
19 All their works are as the sun before 

him, 
and his eyes are continually upon 

their ways. 
20 Their iniquities are not hidden from 

him, 
and all their sins are before the 

Lord.w 
22 A man's almsgiving is like a signet 

with the Lord,x 
and he will keep a person's kindness 

like the apple of his eye. 

turn to him! 
30 For all things cannot be in men,< 

since a son of man is not immortal. 
31 What is brighter than the sun? Yet its 

light fails.a 
So flesh and blood devise evil. 

32 He marshals the host of the height of 
heaven; 

but all men are dust and ashes. 

18 He who lives for ever created the 
whole universe; 

2 the Lord alone will be declared 
righteous.b 

4 To none has he given power to pro
claim his works; 

and who can search out his mighty 
deeds? 

q Other authorities adds They obtained the we of the five operations of the Lord; as sixrh he distn"buted to them 
rhe K•ft of mind, and as seventh reason. the interpreter of his operations. 
r Syr: Gk lnclinarion and 
s Other authorities add 9 and he gave them to boast of his ma"1els for ever t Or every unn"ghteous man 
ti Other authorities add 16 Their ways from youth tend toward evil, and they are unable to make for themselv1s 
hearu vf flesh in place of their stony hearts. 17 For in the division of the nations of the whole earth 
Y Other authorities add 18 whom, being his first-born, he brings up with di.sci'pline, and a/lolling lo him the li'zht 
of his love, he does not neglect him. 
w Other authorities add 2 1 But the Lord, who is gracious and knows his creatures, has neither left nor abandoned 
them, but spared them. x Gk him 
Y Other authorities add for he will lead 1ou out of darkness to the light of health 
z The Greek text of this line is uncertain a Or suffers ecli'pse 
b <;lther authorities add and there is no other beside h-im; l he steers the world with the span of his hand, and a// 
';:/asn:.bey hit will; f()T he is king of all things, by his p<>Wer separan'ng among them the holy thinn from the 
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5 Who can measure his majestic power? 

And who can fully recount his mer
cies? 
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6 It is not possible to diminish or in
crease them, 

nor is it possible to trace the won
ders of the Lord. 

7 When a man has finished, he is just 
beginning, 

and when he stops, he will be at a 
loss. 

s What is man, and of what use is he? 
What is his good and what is his 

evil? 
9 The number of a man's days is great 

if he reaches a hundred years. 
10 Like a drop of water from the sea and 

a grain< of sand 
so are a few years in the day of eter

nity. 
11 Therefore the Lord is patient with 

them 
and pours out his mercy upon them. 

12 He sees and recognizes that their end 
will be evil; 

therefore he grants them forgive
ness in abundance. 

13 The compassion of man is for his 
neighbor, 

but the compassion of the Lord is 
for all living beings. 

He rebukes and trains and teaches 
them, 

and turns them back, as a shepherd 
his flock. 

14 He has compassion on those who ac
cept his discipline 

and who are eager for !us judg
ments. 

15 My son, do not mix reproach with 
your good deeds, 

nor cause grief by your words when 
you present a gift. 

16 Does not the dew assuage the scorch
ing heat? 

So a word is better than a gift. 
17 Indeed, does not a word surpass a 

good gift? 
Both are to be found in a gracious 

man. 
18 A fool is ungracious and abusive, 

and the gift of a grudging man 
makes the eyes dim. 

19 Before you speak, learn, 
and before you fall ill, take care of 

c Gk pebble d Or offer;ng a prayer 

The Lord's compassion 
your health. 

20 Before judgment, examine yourself, 
and in the hour of visitation you 

will find forgiveness. 
21 Before falling ill, humble yourself, 

and when you are on the point of 
sinning, tum back. 

22 Let nothing hinder you from paying 
a vow promptly, 

and do not wait until death to be 
released from it. 

23 Before making a vow,d prepare your
self; 

and do not be like a man who 
tempts the Lord. 

24 Think of his wrath on the day of 
death, 

and of the moment of vengeance 
when he turns away his face. 

25 Ir: the time of plenty think of the time 
of hunger; 

in the days of wealth think of pov
erty and need. 

26 From morning to evening conditions 
change, 

and all things move swiftly before 
the Lord. 

27 A wise man is cautious in every
thing, 

and in days of sin he guards against 
wrongdoing. 

28 Every intelligent man knows wisdom, 
and he praises the one who finds 

her. 
29 Those who understand sayings be

come skilled themselves, 
and pour forth apt proverbs. 

30 Do not follow your base desires, 
but restrain your appetites. 

31 If you allow your soul to take pleas
ure in base desire, 

it will make you the laughingstock 
of your enemies. 

J2 Do not revel in great luxury, 
lest you become impoverished by 

its expense. 
JJ Do not become a beggar by feasting 

with borrowed money, 
when you have nothing in your 

purse. 

19 A workman who is a drunkard 
will not become rich; 

he who despises small things will 
fail little by little. 
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2 Wine and women lead intelligent men 

astray, 
and the man who consorts with 

harlots is very reckless. 
J Decay and worms will inherit him, 

and the reckless soul will be 
snatched away. 

4 One who trusts others too quickly is 
lightminded, 

and one who sins does wrong to 
himself. 

s One who rejoices in wickedness• will 
be condemned,! 

and for one who hates gossip evil is 
lessened. 

7 Never repeat a conversation, 
and you will lose nothing at all. 

B With friend or foe do not report it. 
and unless it would be a sin for you, 

do not disclose it; 
9 for some one has heard you and 

watched you, 
and when the time comes he will 

hate you. 
JO Have you heard a word? Let it die 

with you. 
Be brave! It will not make you 

burst! 
11 With such a word a fool will suffer 

pangs 
like a woman in labor with a 

child. 
12 Like an arrow stuck in the flesh of the 

thigh, 
so is a word inside a fool. 

JJ Question a friend, perhaps he did not 
do it; 

but if he did anything, so that he 
may do it no more. 

14 Question a neighbor, perhaps he did 
not say it; 

but if he said it, so that he may not 
say it again. 

ts Question a friend, for often it is 
slander; 

so do not believe everything you 
hear. 

16 A person may make a slip without 
intending it. 

SIRACH 20 
Who has never sinned with his 

tongue? 
17 Question your neighbor before you 

threaten him; 
and let the law of the Most High 

take its course.K 

20 All wisdom is the fear of the Lord, 
and in all wisdom there is the fulfil

ment of the law.h 
22 But the knowledge of wickedness is 

not wisdom, 
nor is there prudence where sin

ners take counsel. 
23 There is a cleverness which is abomi

nable, 
but there is a fool who merely lacks 

wisdom. 
24 Better is the God-fearing man who 

lacks intelligence, 
than the highly prudent man who 

transgresses the law. 
2s There is a cleverness which is scrupu

lous but unjust, 
and there are people who distort 

kindness to gain a verdict. 
26 There is a rascal bowed down in 

mourning,; 
but inwardly he is full of deceit. 

27 He hides his face and pretends not to 
hear; 

but where no one notices, he will 
forestall you. 

28 And if by lack of strength he is pre
vented from sinning, 

he will do evil when he finds an 
opportunity. 

29 A man is known by his appearance, 
and a sensible man is known by his 

face, when you meet him. 
Jo A man's attire and open-mouthed 

laughter, 
and a man's manner of walking, 

show what he is. 

20 There is a reproof which is not 
timely; 

and there is a man who keeps silent 
but is wise. 

2 How much better it is to reprove than 
to stay angry! 

e Other authorities read heart f Other authorities add but he who withstands pleasures crowns his life. 6 He 
who controls his tongue will live without strife. 
fl Other authorilies add and do not be angry. 18 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of acceptance, and wisdom 
obtains his IOtJe. 19 The knowledge of the Lord's comma'1dmenrs is life-giving discipline; and rhose who do what is 
tleasing to him enjoy the fruit of the cree of immorta/ity. 

ac?~~e;0~u:!!·~h!!~~~:~~j j:,::i~ ~~:~~~:i~ °fn~~:':i.~i~"r::':!h~ 2:u:;::,~ h.:~ai'Gk~id:k:~~smaster, "I will not 
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And the one who confesses his fault 

will be kept from loss) 
4 Like a eunuch's desire to violate a 

maiden 
is a man who executes judgments 

by violence. 
s There is one who by keeping silent is 

found wise, 
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while another is detested for being 
too talkative. 

6 There is one who keeps silent because 
he has no answer, 

while another keeps silent because 
he knows when to speak. 

7 A wise man will be silent until the 
right moment, 

but a braggart and fool goes beyond 
the right moment. 

s Whoever uses too many words will be 
loathed, 

and whoever usurps the right to 
speak will be hated. 

9 There may be good fortune for a man 
in adversity, 

and a windfall may result in a loss. 
10 There is a gift that profits you noth

ing, 
and there is a gift that brings a 

double return. 
11 There are losses because of glory, 

and there are men who have raised 
their heads from humble circum
stances. 

12 There is a man who buys much for a 
little, 

but pays for it seven times over. 
13 The wise man makes himself beloved 

through his words, 
but the courtesies of fools are 

wasted. 
14 A fool's gift will profit you nothing, 

for he has many eyes instead of 
one. 

15 He gives linle and upbraids much, 
he opens his mouth like a herald; 

today he lends and tomorrow he asks 
it back; 

such a one is a hateful man. 
16 A fool will say, "I have no friend, 

and there is no gratitude for my 
good deeds; 

those who eat my bread speak un
kindly." 

The wise man's conduct 
17 How many will ridicule him, and how 

often! 

18 A slip on the pavement is better than 
a slip of the tongue; 

so the downfall of the wicked will 
occur speedily. 

19 An ungracious man is like a story told 
at the wrong time, 

which is continually on the lips of 
the ignorant. 

20 A proverb from a fool's lips will be 
rejected, 

for he does not tell it at its proper 
time. 

21 A man may be prevented from sinning 
by his poverry, 

so when he rests he feels no re
morse. 

22 A man may lose his life through 
shame, 

or lose it because of his foolish 
look. 

23 A man may for shame make promises 
to a friend, 

and needlessly make him an enemy. 

24 A lie is an ugly blot on a man; 
it is continually on the lips of the 

ignorant. 
25 A thief is preferable to a habirnal 

liar, 
but the lot of both is ruin. 

26 The disposition of a liar brings dis
grace, 

and his shame is ever with him. 

27 He who speaks wisely will advance 
himself, 

and a sensible man will please 
great men. 

28 Whoever cultivates the soil will hear 
up his harvest, 

and whoever pleases great men will 
atone for injustice. 

29 Presents and gifts blind the eyes of 
the wise; 

like a muzzle on the mouth they 
avert reproofs. 

30 Hidden wisdom and unseen treasure, 
what advantage is there in either of 

them? 
31 Better is the man who hides his folly 

i Other authorities add J How good it is to show repentlmce when you are reprot•ed, for so yor1 will escape dclib.·r
ate sin! 



The wise and the foolish 
than the man who hides his wis

dom.k 

21 Have you sinned, my son? 
Do so no more, 

but pray about your former sins. 
2 Flee from sin as from a snake; 

for if you approach sin, it will bite 
you. 

Its teeth are lion's teeth, 
and destroy the souls of men. 

J All lawlessness is like a two-edged 
sword; 

there is no healing for its wound. 

4 Terror and violence will lay waste 
riches; 

thus the house of the proud will be 
laid waste. 

s The prayer of a poor man goes from 
his lips to the ears of God,I 

and his judgment comes speedily. 
6 Whoever hates reproof walks in the 

steps of the sinner, 
but he that fears the Lord will 

repent in his heart. 
7 He who is mighty in speech is known 

from afar; 
but the sensible man, when he slips, 

is aware of it. 

8 A man who builds his house with 
other people's money 

is like one who gathers stones for 
his burial mound."' 

9 An assembly of the wicked is like tow 
gathered together, 

and their end is a flame of fire. 
10 The way of sinners is smoothly paved 

with stones, 
but at its end is the pit of Hades. 

11 Whoever keeps the law controls his 
thoughts, 

and wisdom is the fulfilment of the 
fear of the Lord. 

12 He who is not clever cannot be 
taught, 

but there is a cleverness which in
creases bitterness. 

13 The knowledge of a wise man will 
increase like a flood, 

and his counsel like a flowing 
spring. 
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14 The mind of a fool is like a broken 

jar; 
it will hold no knowledge. 

15 When a man of understanding hears 
a wise saying, 

he will praise it and add to it; 
when a reveler hears it, he dislikes it 

and casts it behind his back. 
16 A fool's narration is like a burden on 

a journey, 
but delight will be found in the 

speech of the intelligent. 
11 The utterance of a sensible man will 

be sought in the assembly, 
and they will ponder his words in 

their minds. 

18 Like a house that has vanished, so is 
wisdom to a fool; 

and the knowledge of the ignorant 
is unexamined talk. 

19 To a senseless man education is fetters 
on his feet, 

and like manacles on his right hand. 
20 A fool raises his voice when he laughs, 

but a clever man smiles quietly. 
21 To a sensible man education is like a 

golden ornament, 
and like a bracelet on the right arm. 

22 The foot of a fool rushes into a house, 
but a man of experience stands re

spectfully before it. 
2.1 A boor peers into the house from the 

door, 
but a cultivated man remains out

side. 
24 It is ill-mannered for a man to listen 

at a door, 
and a discreet man is grieved by the 

disgrace. 
25 The lips of strangers will speak of 

these things," 
but the words of the prudent will 

be weighed in the balance. 
26 The mind of fools is in their mouth, 

but the mouth of wise men is in° 
their mind. 

27 When an ungodly man curses his ad
versary ,P 

he curses his own soul. 
28 A whisperer defiles his own soul 

and is hated in his neighborhood. 

k Other authorities add 32 Unwearied patience in seeki'1g the Lord is belier than a master/ess charioteer of one's 
ow11 life I Gk his ears m Other authorities read for the winrer 
"The Greek text of this line is uncertain u Other authorities omit in P Or curses Satan 
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22 The indolent may be compared 
to a filthy stone, 

and every one hisses at his disgrace. 
2 The indolent may be compared to the 

filth of dunghills; 
any one that picks it up will shake 

it off his hand. 

3 It is a disgrace to be the father of an 
undisciplined son, 

and the birth of a daughter is a loss. 
4 A sensible daughter obtains her hus

band, 
but one who acts shamefully brings 

grief to her father. 
s An impudent daughter disgraces fa

ther and husband, 
and will be despised by both. 

6 Like music in mourning is a tale told 
at the wrong time, 

but chastising and discipline are 
wisdom at all times. 

7 He who teaches a fool is like one who 
glues potsherds together, 

or who rouses a sleeper from deep 
slumber. 

s He who tells a story to a fool tells it 
to a drowsy man; 

and at the end he will say, "What 
is it?"q 

11 Weep for the dead, for he lacks the 
light; 

and weep for the fool, for he lacks 
intelligence; 

weep less bitterly for the dead, for he 
has attained rest; 

but the life of the fool is worse than 
death. 

12 Mourning for the dead lasts seven 
days, 

but for a fool or an ungodly man it 
lasts all his life. 

13 Do not talk much with a foolish man, 
and do not visit an unintelligent 

man; 
guard yourself from him to escape 

trouble, 
and you will not be soiled when he 

shakes himself off; 
avoid him and you will find rest, 

Avoid fools 
and you will never be wearied by 

his madness. 
14 What is heavier than lead? 

And what is its name except 
"Fool"? 

15 Sand, salt, and a piece of iron 
are easier to bear than a stupid man. 

16 A wooden beam firmly bonded into a 
building 

will not be torn loose by an earth
quake; 

so the mind firmly fixed on a reason
able counsel 

will not be afraid in a crisis. 
17 A mind settled on an intelligent 

thought 
is like the stucco decoration on the 

wall of a colonnade.' 
18 Fences set on a high place 

will not stand firm against the wind; 
so a timid heart with a fool's purpose 

will not stand firm against any fear. 

19 A man who pricks an eye will make 
tears fall, 

and one who pricks the heart makes 
it show feeling. 

20 One who throws a stone at birds 
scares them away, 

and one who reviles a friend will 
break off the friendship. 

21 Even if you have drawn your sworJ 
against a friend, 

do not despair, for a renewal of 
friendship is possible. 

22 If you have opened your mourh 
against your friend, 

do not worry, for reconciliation is 
possible; 

but as for reviling, arrogance, dis
closure of secrets, or a treacher
ous blow-

in these cases any friend will flee. 

2J Gain the trust of your neighbor in 
his poverty, 

that you may rejoice with him in 
his prosperity; 

stand by him in time of affliction, 
that you may share with him in his 

inheritance.s 

q Other authorities add 9 Children who are bro11ghc up in a good life, conceal the lowly birth of 1heir parenrs. 
1° Children who are disdainfully and boorishly haughty stain rhe nobility of cheir kindred. 
r Or on a smooth wall 
s Other authorities add For Ofle should not always despise restricted circmmtances, no,. admire a n"ch ma" who iJ 
stupid. 
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24 The vapor and smoke of the furnace 

precede the fire; 
so insults precede bloodshed. 

25 I will not be ashamed to protect a 
friend, 

and I will not hide from him; 
26 but if some harm should happen to 

me because of him, 
whoever hears of it will beware of 

him. 

n 0 that a guard were set over my 
mouth, 

and a seal of prudence upon my 
lips, 

that it may keep me from falling, 
so that my tongue may not destroy 

me!1 

23 0 Lord, Father and Ruler of my 
life, 

do not abandon me to their counsel, 
and let me not fall because of them! 

2 0 that whips were set over my 
thoughts, 

and the discipline of wisdom over 
my mind!u 

That they may not spare me in my 
errors, 

and that it may not pass by my' sins; 
3 in order that my mistakes may not be 

multiplied, 
and my sins may not abound; 

then I will not fall before my adver
saries, 

and my enemy will not rejoice over 
me. 

4 0 Lord, Father and God of my life, 
do not give me haughty eyes, 

5 and remove from me evil desire. 
6 Let neither gluttony nor Just over

come me, 
and do" not surrender me to a 

shameless soul. 

7 Listen, my children, to instruction 
concerning speech; 

the one who observes it will never 
be caught. 

B The sinner is overtaken through his 
lips, 

the reviler and the arrogant are 
tripped by them. 

9 Do not accustom your mouth to oaths, 
and do not habitually utter the 

name of the Holy One; 
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10 for as a servant who is continually ex

amined under torture 
will not Jack bruises, 

so also the man who always swears 
and utters the Name 

will not be cleansed from sin. 
11 A man who swears many oaths will be 

filled with iniquity, 
and the scourge will not leave his 

house; 
if he offends, his sin remains on him, 

and if he disregards it, he sins 
doubly; 

if he has sworn needlessly, he will not 
be justified, 

for his house will be filled with 
calamities. 

12 There is an utterance which is com
parable to death;w 

may it never be found in the in
heritance of Jacob! 

For all these errors will be far from 
the godly, 

and they will not wallow in sins. 
13 Do not accustom your mouth to lewd 

vulgarity, 
for it involves sinful speech. 

14 Remember your father and mother 
whenx you sit among great men; 

lest you be forgetful in their presence, 
and be deemed a fool on account of 

your habits; 
then you will wish that you had never 

been born, 
and you will curse the day of your 

birth. 
15 A man accustomed to use insulting 

words 
will never become disciplined all his 

days. 

16 Two sorts of men multiply sins, 
and a third incurs wrath. 

The soul heated like a burning fire 
will not be quenched until it is con

sumed; 
a man who commits fornication with 

his near of kinY 
will never cease until the fire burns 

him up. 
17 To a fornicator all bread tastes sweet; 

he will never cease until he dies. 
IR A man who breaks his marriage vows 

says to himself, "Who sees me? 
cOr lVho will set a guard . .. destroy me~ u Or Who will set whi"ps . .. mv mind? v Gk thefr 
w Other authorities reed dothed about with death x Gk/or y Gk in" che body of his flesh 
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Darkness surrounds me, and the walls 

hide me, 
and no one sees me. Why should I 

fear? 
The Most High will not take notice 

of my sins." 
19 His fear is confined to the eyes of men, 

and he does not realize that the 
eyes of the Lord 

are ten thousand times brighter 
than the sun; 
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they look upon all the ways of men, 
and perceive even the hidden places. 

20 Before the universe was created, it 
was known to him; 

so it was also after it was finished. 
21 This man will be punished in the 

streets of the city, 
and where he least suspects it, he 

will be seized. 
22 So it is with a woman who leaves her 

husband 
and provides an heir by a stranger. 

23 For first of all, she has disobeyed the 
law of the Most High; 

second, she has committed an of
fence against her husband; 

and third, she has committed adultery 
through harlotry 

and brought forth children by an
other man. 

24 She herself will be brought before the 
assembly, 

and punishment will fall on her 
children. 

25 Her children will not take root, 
and her branches will not bear 

fruit. 
26 She will leave her memory for a curse, 

and her disgrace will not be blotted 
out. 

27 Those who survive her will recognize 
that nothing is better than the fear 

of the Lord, 
and nothing sweeter than to heed the 

commandments of the Lord.< 

24 Wisdom will praise herself, and 
will glory in the midst of her peo
ple.a 

2 In the assembly of the Most High she 
will open her mouth, 

and in the presence of his host she 
will glory: 

3 "I came forth from the mouth of the 
Most High, 

Wisdom's praise of herself 
and covered the earth like a mist. 

4 I dwelt in high places, 
and my throne was in a pillar of 

cloud. 
5 Alone I have made the circuit of the 

vault of heaven 
and have walked in the depths of 

the abyss. 
6 In the waves of the sea, in the whole 

earth, 
and in every people and nation I 

have gotten a possession. 
7 Among all these I sought a resting 

place; 
I sought in whose territory I might 

lodge. 

s "Then the Creator of all things gave 
me a commandment, 

and the one who created me as
signed a place for my tent. 

And he said, 'Make your dwelling in 
Jacob, 

and in Israel receive your 
inheritance.' 

9 From eternity, in the beginning, he 
created me, 

and for eternity I shall not cease to 
exist. 

10 In the holy tabernacle I ministered 
before him, 

and so I was established in Zion. 
11 In the beloved city like1,1,ise he gave 

me a resting place, 
and in Jerusalem was my dominion. 

12 So I took root in an honored 
people, 

in the portion of the Lord, who is 
their inheritance. 

13 "I grew tall like a cedar in Lebanon, 
and like a cypress on the heights of 

Hermon. 
14 I grew tall like a palm tree in En

ged'i,b 
and like rose plants in Jericho; 

like a beautiful olive tree in the field, 
and like a plane tree I grew tall. 

15 Like cassia and camel's thorn I gave 
forth th"e aroma of spices, 

and like choice myrrh I spread a 
pleasant odor, 

like galbanum, onycha, and stactc, 
and like the fragrance of frankin

cense in the tabernacle. 
z Other authorities add 28 It is a guat honor to follow God, and to be received by him U long life. 
a Or will .r:lor1fy herself in the midst of the people. b Other authorities read on the beaches 
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16 Like a terebinth I spread out my 

branches, 
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and my branches are glorious and 
graceful. 

17 Like a vine I caused loveliness to bud, 
and my blossoms became glorious 

and abundant fruit.c 

19 "Come to me, you who desire me, 
and eat your fill of my produce. 

20 For the remembrance of me is sweeter 
tlian honey, 

and my inheritance sweeter than 
the honeycomb. 

21 Those who eat me will hunger for 
more, 

and those who drink me will thirst 
for more. 

22 Whoever obeys me will not be put to 
shame, 

and those who work with my help 
will not sin." 

23 All this is the book of the covenant 
of the Most High God, 

the law which Moses commanded us 
as an inheritance for the congrega

tions of Jacob.d 
25 It fills men with wisdom, like the 

Pishon, 
and like the Tigris at the time of the 

first fruits. 
26 It makes them full of understanding, 

like the Eu-phra'tes, 
and like the Jordan at harvest time. 

27 It makes instruction shine forth like 
light, 

like the Gihon at the time of vin
tage. 

28 Just as the first man did not know her 
perfectly, 

the last one has not fathomed her; 
29 for her thought is more abundant 

than the sea, 
and her counsel deeper than the 

great abyss. 
30 I went forth like a canal from a river 

and like a water channel into a gar
den. 

31 I said, "I will water my orchard 
and drench my garden plot"; 

and lo, my canal became a river, 
and my river became a sea. 
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32 I will again make instruction shine 

forth like the dawn, 
and I will make it shine afar; 

33 I will again pour out teaching like 
prophecy, 

and leave it to all future generations. 
34 Observe that I have not labored for 

myself alone, 
but for all who seek instruction.• 

25 fl:'iY soul takes pleasure in three 
thrngs, 

and they are beautiful in the sight 
of the Lord and of men:! 

agreement between brothers, friend
ship between neighbors, 

and a wife and husband who live in 
harmony. 

2 My soul hates three kinds of men, 
and I am greatly offended at their 

life: 
a beggar who is proud, a rich man who 

is a liar, 
and an adulterous old man who 

lacks good sense. 

3 You have gathered nothing in your 
youth; 

how then can you find anything in 
your old age? 

4 What an attractive thing is judgment 
in grey-haired men, 

and for the aged to possess good 
counsel! 

s How attractive is wisdom in the aged, 
and understanding and counsel in 

honorable men! 
6 Rich experience is the crown of the 

aged, 
and their boast is the fear of the 

Lord. 

7 With nine thoughts I have gladdened 
my heart, 

and a tenth I shall tell with my 
tongue: 

a man rejoicing in his children; 
a man who lives to see the down

fall of his foes; 
B happy is he who lives with an intelli

ge11t wife, 
and he who has not made a slip 

with his tongue, 
c Other autJlorities add. 18 I am the mo~her of beautiful love, of fear, of k'!owledge, and of holy hope; befog 
eternal, I therefore am gmen to all my children, to those who are named by him. 
d Other auth~rities add 24 "Do not cease to be strorig in the Lord, clea'f.1e to him so that he may strengthen you· 
the Lord Almighty alone is God, and besides him there is no savior." e Gk ir ' 
f Syr Vg: Gk In three things I was beautiful and I stood in beauty before the Lord and men 



SIRACH 25 80 Four things to fear 
and he who has not served a man and a wounded hean are caused by 

inferior to himself; an evil wife. 
9 happy is he who has gained good Drooping hands and weak knees 

sense, are caused by the wife who does not 
and he who speaks to attentive !is- make her husband happy. 

teners. 24 From a woman sin had its beginning, 
10 How great is he who has gained wis- and because of her we all die. 

dom! 2s Allow no outlet to water, 
But there is no one superior to him and no boldness of speech in an evil 

who fears the Lord. wife. 
11 The fear of the Lord surpasses every- 26 If she does not go as you direct, sepa-

thing; rate her from yourself. 
to whom shall be likened the one 

who holds it fast?K 

13 Any wound, but not a wound of the 
heart! 

Any wickedness, but not the wick
edness of a wife! 

14 Any attack, but not an attack from 
those who hate! 

And any vengeance, but not the 
vengeance of enemies! 

15 There is no venomh worse than a 
snake's venom,h 

and no wrath worse than an enemy's 
wrath. 

16 I would rather dwell with a lion and 
a dragon 

than dwell with an evil wife. 
17 The wickedness of a wife changes her 

appearance, 
and darkens her face like chat of a 

bear. 
18 Her husband takes his meals among 

the neighbors, 
and he cannot help sighingi bitterly. 

19 Any iniquity is insignificant com
pared to a wife's iniquity; 

may a sinner's lot befall her! 
20 A sandy ascent for the feet of the 

aged-
such is a garrulous wife for a quiet 

husband. 
21 Do not be ensnared by a woman's 

beauty, 
and do not desire a woman for her 

possessions .J 
22 There is wrath and impudence and 

great disgrace 
when a wife supports her husband. 

23 A dejected mind, a gloomy face, 

26 J:Iappy is the husband of a good 
wife; 

the number of his days will be 
doubled. 

2 A loyal wife rejoices her husband, 
and he will complete his years in 

peace. 
3 A good wife is a great blessing; 

she will be granted among the 
blessings of the man who fears 
the Lord. 

4 Whether rich or poor, his heart is 
glad, 

and at all times his face is cheerful. 

s Of three things my heart is afraid, 
and of a fourth I am frightened:k 

The slander of a city, the gathering 
of a mob, 

and false accusation-all these arc 
worse than death. 

6 There is grief of hean and sorrow 
when a wife is envious of a rival, 

and a tongue-lashing makes it 
known to all. 

7 An evil wife is an ox yoke which 
chafes; 

taking hold of her is like grasping a 
scorpion. 

s There is great anger when a wife is 
drunken; 

she will not hide her shame. 
9 A wife's harlotry shows in her lustful 

eyes, 
and she is known by her eyelids. 

10 Keep strict watch over a headstrong 
daughter, 

lest, when she finds libeny, she use 
it to her hurt. 

11 Be on guard against her impudent eye, 

ll Other authorities add 12 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of love for him, and faith is the beginni11g (t/ 
clinging to him. 
h Cn: Gk head I Other authorities read and listening he sighs 
; Heb Syr: Some Greek authorities read for her beauty k The Greek of this line is uncertain 



Sin in trade 
and do not wonder if she sins 

against you. 
12 As a thirsty wayfarer opens his mouth 

and drinks from any water near 
him, 

so will she sit in front of every post 
and open her quiver to the arrow. 
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13 A wife's charm delights her husband, 
and her skill puts fat on his bones. 

14 A silent wife is a gift of the Lord, 
and there is nothing so precious as 

a disciplined soul. 
15 A modest wife adds charm to charm, 

and no balance can weigh the value 
of a chaste soul. 

16 Like the sun rising in the heights of 
the Lord, 

so is the beauty of a good wife in 
her well-ordered home. 

17 Like the shining lamp on the holy 
lampstand, 

so is a beautiful face on a stately 
figure. 

18 Like pillars of gold on a base of silver, 
so are beautiful feet with a steadfast 

heart.I 

2s At two things my heart is grieved, 
and because of a third anger comes 

over me: 
a warrior in want through poverty, 

and intelligent men who are treated 
contemptuously; 

a man who turns back from righteous
ness to sin-

the Lord will prepare him for the 
sword! 

29 A merchant can hardly keep from 
wrongdoing, 

/Other authorities add verses 19-27: 
19 

M~nd"Jo '=r :rv~ndo~~ s~~~:;,;t,!~';;/,,~:~: 
20 Seek a fe,.tile jie//1oi1hin the whole plain, 

SIRACH 27 
and a tradesman will not be de-

clared innocent of sin. 

27 ¥anY have committed sin for a 
trifle,m 

and whoever seeks to get rich will 
avert his eyes. 

2 As a stake is driven firmly into a fis
sure between stones, 

so sin is wedged in between selling 
and buying. 

3 If a man is not steadfast and zealous 
in the fear of the Lord, 

his house will be quickly over
thrown. 

4 When a sieve is shaken, the refuse re
mains; 

so a man's filth remains in his 
thoughts. 

s The kiln tests the potter's vessels; 
so the test of a man is in his reason

ing. 
6 The fruit discloses the cultivation of 

a tree; 
so the expression of a thought dis

closes the cultivation of a man's 
mind. 

7 Do not praise a man before you hear 
him reason, 

for this is the test of men. 

s If you pursue justice, you will 
attain it 

and wear it as a glorious robe. 
9 Birds flock with their kind; 

so truth returns to those who prac
tice it. 

to A lion lies in wait for prey; 
so does sin for the workers of in

iquity. 

and Jow ir wirh your own sud, trwting in your fine stock. 
21 So your of/Jpring will survive 

and, having confidence in their good descent, will gr<nu great. 
22 A harlot iJ re~arded as spittle, 

and a married woman as a towf!f' of death to her /Of.Jers. 
n A god/en wife is given as a portion to a lawless man, 

hut a pious wife is given to the man who fears the Lord. 
24 A shameleu woman constantly acu disgraafully, 

but a modest dau~hur rDill even be embarrassed before her hwbanJ. 
2

' A :::~:::'::lo 'J:!~ ~ :::s~r'/;j~h':,:e ':fi1 fear the Lord. 
26 A wtfe honon"ng her husband will uem wise 10 all, 

but if she dishonors him in her pride she will be known to al/ as ungodly. 
Happy is the hwband of a good wife; 

fur the number of his years will be doubled. 
27 A loud-t1oiced and garrulow wife is regarded as a war trumpet fur putting the mamy to flight, 

and t"llery Pnsan like thi.s litJes in the anarchy of war. 
m One ancient authority reads gain 



SIRACH 27 
IL The talk of the godly man is always 

wise, 
but the fool changes like the moon. 

12 Among stupid people watch for a 
chance to leave, 

82 

but among thoughtful people stay 
on. 

JJ The talk of fools is offensive, 
and their laughter is wantonly sin

ful. 
14 The talk of men given to swearing 

makes one's hair stand on end, 
and their quarrels make a man stop 

his ears. 
1 s The strife of the proud leads to blood

shed, 
and their abuse is grievous to hear. 

16 Whoever betrays secrets destroys con
fidence, 

and he will never find a congenial 
friend. 

17 Love your friend and keep faith with 
him; 

but if you betray his secrets, do not 
run after him. 

18 For as a man destroys his enemy, 
so you have destroyed the friend

ship of your neighbor. 
19 And as you allow a bird to escape from 

your hand, 
so you have let your neighbor go, 

and will not catch him again. 
20 Do not go after him, for he is too far 

off, 
and has escaped like a gazelle from 

a snare. 
21 For a wound may be bandaged, 

and there is reconciliation after 
abuse, 

but whoever has betrayed secrets is 
without hope. 

22 Whoever winks his eye plans evil 
deeds, 

and no one can keep him from 
them. 

23 In your presence his mouth is all 
sweetness, 

and he admires your words; 
but later he will twist his speech 

and with your own words he will 
give offense. 

24 I have hated many things, but none 
to be compared to him; 

even the Lord will hate him. 

The betrayal of secrets 
25 Whoever throws a stone straight up 

throws it on his own head; 
and a treacherous blow opens up 

wounds. 
26 He who digs a pit will fall into it, 

and he who sets a snare will be 
caught in it. 

27 If a man does evil, it will roll back 
upon him, 

and he will not know where it came 
from. 

28 Mockery and abuse issue from the 
proud man," 

but vengeance lies in wait for him 
like a lion. 

29 Those who rejoice in the fall of the 
godly will be caught in a snare, 

and pain will consume them before 
their death. 

30 Anger and wrath, these also are abom
inations, 

and the sinful man will possess 
them. 

28 He that takes vengeance will 
suffer vengeance from the Lord, 

and he will firmly establish0 his 
sins. 

2 Forgive your neighbor the wrong 
he has done, 

and then your sins will be pardoned 
when you pray. 

3 Does a man harbor anger against 
another, 

and yet seek for healing from the 
Lord? 

4 Does he have no mercy toward a man 
like himself, 

and yet pray for his own sins? 
5 If he himself, being flesh, maintains 

wrath, 
who will make expiation for his 

sins? 
6 Remember the end of your life, and 

cease from enmity, 
remember destruction and death, 

and be true to the command
ments. 

7 Remember the commandments, and 
do not be angry with your neigh
bor; 

remember the covenant of the Most 
High, and overlook ignorance. 

8 Refrain from strife, and you will les
sen sins; 

n Other authorities read proud men o Other authorities read closely observe 



Evils of slander 
for a man given to anger will kindle 

strife, 
9 and a sinful man will disturb friends 

and inject enmity among those who 
are at peace. 

10 In proportion to the fuel for the fire, 
so will be the burning, 

and in proportion to the obstinacy 
of strife will be the burning;P 

in proportion to the strength of the 
man will be his anger, 

and in proportion to his wealth he 
will heighten his wrath. 

11 A hasty quarrel kindles fire, 
and urgent strife sheds blood. 

12 If you blow on a spark, it will glow; 
if you spit on it, it will be put out; 
and both come out of your mouth. 

13 Curse the whisperer and deceiver, 
for he has destroyed many who were 

at peace. 
14 Slanderq has shaken many, 

and scattered them from nation to 
nation, 

and destroyed strong cities, 
and overturned the houses of great 

men. 
15 Slanderq has driven away courageous 

women, 
and deprived them of the fruit of 

their toil. 
16 Whoever pays heed to slander' will 

not find rest, 
nor will he settle down in peace. 

17 The blow of a whip raises a welt, 
but a blow of the tongue crushes 

the bones. 
18 Many have fallen by the edge of the 

sword, 
but not so many as have fallen be

cause of the tongue. 
19 Happy is the man who is protected 

from it, 
who has not been exposed to its 

anger, 
who has not borne its yoke, 

and has not been bound with its 
fetters; 

20 fur its yoke is a yoke of iron, 
and its fetters are fetters of bronze; 

21 its death is an evil death, 
and Hades is preferable to it. 

22 It will not be master over the godly, 

83 SIRACH 29 
and they will not be burned in its 

flame. 
23 Those who forsake the Lord will fall 

into its power; 
it will bum among them and will 

not be put out. 
It will be sent out against them like a 

lion; 
like a leopard it will mangle them. 

24 See that you fence in your property 
with thorns, 

lock up your silver and gold, 
25 make balances and scales for your 

words, 
and make a door and a bolt for your 

mouth. 
26 Beware lest you err with your tongue,' 

lest you fall before him who lies in 
wait. 

29 He that shows mercy will lend to 
his neighbor, 

and he that strengthens him with 
his hand keeps the command
ments. 

2 Lend to your neighbor in the time 
of his need; 

and in turn, repay your neighbor 
promptly. 

3 Confirm your word and keep faith 
with him, 

and on every occasion you will find 
what you need. 

4 Many persons regard a loan as a wind
fall, 

and cause trouble to those who help 
them. 

5 A man will kiss another's hands until 
he gets a loan, 

and will lower his voice in speaking 
of his neighbor's money; 

but at the time for repayment he will 
delay, 

and will pay in words of unconcern, 
and will find fault with the time. 

6 If the lender' exerts pressure, he will 
hardly get back half, 

and will regard that as a windfall. 
If he does not, the borroweru has 

robbed him of his money, 
and he has needlessly made him 

his enemy; 
he will repay him with curses and re

proaches, 

P Other authorities place this line et the end of the verse, or omit it 
~ g~ he th1~~ddk"£:e r Gk it s Gk with it 



SIRACH 29 84 Be content with little 
and instead of glory will repay him 

with dishonor. 
7 Because of such wickedness, there

fore,• many have refused to lend; 
they have been afraid of being de

frauded needlessly. 
8 Nevertheless, be patient with a man 

in humble circumstances, 
and do not make him wait for your 

alms. 
9 Help a poor man for the command

ment's sake, 
and because of his need do not send 

him away empty. 
10 Lose your silver for the sake of a 

brother or a friend, 
and do not let it rust under a stone 

and be lost. 
11 Lay up your treasure according to 

the commandments of the Most 
High, 

and it will profit you more than 
gold. 

12 Store up almsgiving in your treasury, 
and it will rescue you from all affi.ic

tion; 
13 more than a mighty shield and more 

than a heavy spear, 
it will fight on your behalf against 

your enemy. 

14 A good man will be surety for his 
neighbor, 

but a man who has lost his sense of 
shame will fail him. 

15 Do not forget all the kindness of your 
surety, 

for he has given his life for you. 
16 A sinner will overthrow the prosper

ity of his surety, 
11 and one who does not feel grateful 

will abandon his rescuer. 
18 Being surety has ruined many men 

who were prosperous, 
and has shaken them like a wave of 

the sea; 
it has driven men of power into 

exile, 
and they have wandered among 

foreign nations. 
19 The sinner who has fallen into surety

ship 
and pursues gain will fall into law

suits. 

20 Assist your neighbor according to 
your ability, 

but take heed to yourself lest you 
fall. 

21 The essentials for life are water and 
bread 

and clothing and a house to cover 
one's nakedness. 

22 Better is the life of a poor man under 
the shelter of his roof 

than sumptuous food in another 
man's house. 

23 Be content with lirtle or much.w 
24 It is a miserable life to go from house 

to house, 
and where you are a stranger you 

may not open your mouth; 
25 you will play the host and provide 

drink without being thanked, 
and besides this you will hear bitter 

words: 
26 "Come here, stranger, prepare the 

table, 
and if you have anything at hand, 

let me have it to eat." 
27 "Give place, stranger, to an honored 

person; 
my brother has come to stay with 

me; I need my house." 
28 These things are hard to bear for a 

man who has feeling: 
scolding about lodging-• and the re-

proach of the moneylender. 

30 He who loves his son will whip 
him often, 

in order that he may rejoice at the 
way he turns out. 

2 He who disciplines his son will profit 
by him, 

and will boast of him among ac
quaintances. 

3 He who teaches his son will make his 
enemies envious, 

and will glory in him in the presence 
of friends. 

4 TheY father may die, and yet he is not 
dead, 

for he has left behind him one like 
himself; 

5 while alive he saw and rejoiced, 
and when he died he was not 

grieved; 

v Other authorities read It is nor because of wickedness rhat 
w Other authorities add and you will not hear reproach for .}'Our sojourning. 
x Or from 1he household, or (Syr) from 1he host Y Gk His 



Gladness of heart 
6 he has left behind him an avenger 

against his enemies, 
and one to repay the kindness of his 

friends. 

7 He who spoils his son will bind up his 
wounds, 

and his feelings will be troubled at 
every cry. 

B A horse that is untamed turns out to 
be stubborn, 

and a son unrestrained turns out to 
be wilful. 

9 Pamper a child, and he will frighten 
you; 

play with him, and he will give you 
grief. 

10 Do not laugh with him, lest you have 
sorrow with him, 

and in the end you will gnash your 
teeth. 

II Give him no authority in his youth, 
and do not ignore his errors. 

12 Bow down his neck in his youth,< 
and beat his sides while he is young, 

lest he become stubborn and disobey 
you, 

and you have sorrow of soul from 
him.• 

JJ Discipline your son and take pains 
with him, 

that you may not be offended by 
his shamelessness. 

14 Better off is a poor man who is well 
and strong in constitution 

than a rich man who is severely 
afflicted in body. 

15 Health and soundness are better than 
all gold, 

and a robust body than countless 
riches. 

16 There is no wealth better than health 
of body, 

and there is no gladness above joy 
of heart. 

17 Death is better than a miserable life, 
and eternal restb than chronic sick

ness. 

IB Good things poured out upon a mouth 
that is closed 

are like offerings of forJd placed 
upon a grave. 

85 SIRACH 31 
19 Of what use to an idol is an offering 

of fruit? 
For it can neither eat nor smell. 

So is he who is afflicted by the Lord; 
20 he sees with his eyes and groans, 

like a eunuch who embraces a 
maiden and groans. 

21 Do not give yourself over to sorrow, 
and do not afflict yourself deliber

ately. 
22 Gladness of heart is the life of man, 

and the rejoicing of a man is length 
of days. 

23 Delight your soul and comfort your 
heart, 

and remove sorrow far from you, 
for sorrow has destroyed many, 

and there is no profit in it. 
24 Jealousy and anger shorten life, 

and anxiety brings on old age too 
soon. 

25 A man of cheerful and good heart 
will give heed to the food he eats. 

31 Wakefulness over wealth wastes 
away one's flesh, 

and anxiety about it removes sleep. 
2 Wakeful anxiety prevents slumber, 

and a severe illness carries off 
sleep.< 

3 The rich man toils as his wealth ac
cumulates, 

and when he rests he fills himself 
with his dainties. 

4 The poor man toils as his livelihood 
diminishes, 

and when he rests he becomes 
needy. 

s He who loves gold will not be justi
fied, 

and he who pursues money will be 
led astrayd by it. 

6 Many have come to ruin because of 
gold, 

and their destruction has met them 
face to face. 

7 It is a stumbling block to those who 
are devoted to it, 

and every fool will be taken captive 
by it. 

B Blessed is the rich man who is found 
blameless, 

z Other enthoritiea omit this line and the preceding line a Other authorities omit this line 
b Some authorities omit e1errra/ ,.est 
c Other mnhorities read sleep carn·es off a seve,.e illness d Heb Syr: Gk will be filled 
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and who does not go after gold. 

9 Who is he? And we will call him 
blessed, 

for he has done wonderful things 
among his people. 

10 Who has been tested by it and been 
found perfect? 

Let it be for him a ground for boast
ing. 

Who has had the power to transgress 
and did not transgress, 

and to do evil and did not do it? 
11 His prosperity will be established, 

and the assembly will relate his acts 
of charity. 

12 Axe you seated at the table of a great 
man?• 

Do not be greedy/ at it, 
and do not say, "There is certainly 

much upon it!" 
13 Remember that a greedyK eye is a bad 

thing. 
What has been created more 

greedyK than the eye? 
Therefore it sheds tears from every 

face. 
14 Do not reach out your hand for every

thing you see, 
and do not crowd your neighbor h 

at the dish. 
IS Judge your neighbor's feelings by 

your own, 
and in every matter be thought

ful. 
16 Eat like a human being what is set 

before you, 
and do not chew greedily, lest you 

be hated. 
17 Be the first to stop eating, for the sake 

of good manners, 
and do not be insatiable, lest you 

give offense. 
18 If you are seated among many per

sons, 
do not reach out your hand before 

they do. 

19 How ample a little is for a well-disci
plined man! 

He does not breathe heavily upon 
his bed. 

20 Healthy sleep depends on moderate 
eating; 

he rises early, and feels fit.' 

Moderation in food and drink 
The distress of sleeplessness and of 

nausea 
and colic are with the glutton. 

21 If you are overstuffed with food, 
get up in the middle of the meal, 

and you will have relief. 
22 Listen to me, my son, and do not dis

regard me, 
and in the end you will appreciate 

my words. 
In all your work be industrious, 

and no sickness will overtake you. 

23 Men will praise the one who is liberal 
with food, 

and their testimony to his excel
lence is trustworthy. 

24 The city will complain of the one who 
is niggardly with food, 

and their testimony to his niggard
liness is accurate. 

25 Do not aim to be valiant over wine, 
for wine has destroyed many, 

26 Fire and water provei the temper of 
steel, 

so wine tests hearts in the strife of 
the proud. 

27 Wine is like life to men, 
if you drink it in moderation. 

What is life to a man who is without 
wine? 

It has been created to make men 
glad. 

28 Wine drunk in season and temperately 
is rejoicing of heart and gladness of 

soul. 
29 Wine drunk to excess is bitterness of 

soul, 
with provocation and stumbling. 

30 Drunkenness increases the anger of a 
fool to his injury, 

reducing his strength and adding 
wounds. 

31 Do nor reprove your neighbor ac a 
banquet of wine, 

and do not despise him in his 
merrymaking; 

speak no word of reproach to him, 
and do not afflict him by making 

demands of him. 

32 If they make you master of the 
feast, do not exalt yourself; 

be among them as one of them; 



Seek the law 
take good care of them and then be 

seated; 
when you have fulfilled your duties, 

take your place, 
that you may be merry on their ac

count 
and receive a wreath for your ex

cellent leadership. 

3 Speak, you who are older, for it is 
fitting that you should, 
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but with accurate km;iwledge, and 
do not interrupt the music. 

4 Where there is entertainment, do not 
pour out talk; 

do not display your cleverness out 
of season. 

5 A ruby seal in a setting of gold 
is a concert of music at a banquet 

of wine. 
6 A seal of emerald in a rich setting of 

gold 
is the melody of music with good 

wine. 

7 Speak, young man, if there is need of 
you, 

but no more than twice, and only if 
asked. 

8 Speak concisely, say much in few 
words; 

be as one who knows and yet holds 
his tongue. 

9 Among the great do not act as their 
equal; 

and when another is speaking, do 
not babble. 

IO Lightning speeds before the thunder, 
and approval precedes a modest 

man. 
II Leave in good time and do not be the 

last; 
go home quickly and do not linger. 

12 Amuse yourself there, and do what 
you have in mind, 

but do not sin through proud 
speech. 

u And for these things bless him who 
made you 

and satisfies you with his good gifts. 

14 He who fears the Lord will accept his 
discipline, 

k Other authoritiee omit to seek him I Heb: Gk alien 
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and those who rise early to seek 

himk will find favor. 
15 He who seeks the law will be filled 

with it, 
but the hypocrite will stumble at it. 

16 Those who fear the Lord will form 
true judgments, 

and like a light they will kindle 
righteous deeds. 

17 A sinful man will shun reproof, 
and will find a decision according 

to his liking. 

18 A man of judgment will not overlook 
an idea, 

and an insolent' and proud man 
will not cower in fear.m 

19 Do nothing without deliberation; 
and when you have acted, do not 

regret it. 
20 Do not go on a path full of hazards, 

and do not stumble over stony 
ground. 

21 Do not be overconfident on a smoothn 
way, 

22 and give good heed to your paths.0 

23 GuardP yourself in every act, 
for this is the keeping of the com

mandments. 

24 He who believes the law gives heed to 
the commandments, 

and he who trusts the Lord will not 
suffer loss. 

33 No evil will befall the man who 
fears the Lord, 

but in trial he will deliver him 
again and again. 

2 A wise man will not hate the law, 
but he who is hypocritical about it 

is like a boat in a storm. 
3 A man of understanding will trust in 

the law; 
for him the law is as dependable as 

an inquiry by means of Urim. 

4 Prepare what to say, and thus you 
will be heard; 

bind together your instruction, and 
make your answer. 

5 The heart of a fool is like a cart 
wheel, 

and his thoughts like a turning axle. 
6 A stallion is like a mocking friend; 

m The meaning: of th.is line is uncertain. Other authorities add the phrases and after acting, with him, without 
deliberation n Or an unexplored o Syr Vg: Gk and beware of your children P Heb Syr: Gk Trwr 
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he neighs under every one who sits 

on him. 

7 Why is any day better than another, 
when all the daylight in the year is 

from the sun? 
s By the Lord's decision they were dis

tinguished, 
and he appointed the different sea

sons and feasts; 
9 some of them he exalted and hal

lowed, 
and some of them he made ordinary 

days. 
10 All men are from the ground, 

and Adam was created of the 
dust. 

11 In the fulness of his knowledge the 
Lord distinguished them 

and appointed their different ways; 
12 some of them he blessed and exalted, 

and some of them he made holy and 
brought near to himself; 

but some of them he cursed and 
brought low, 

and he turned them out of their 
place. 

13 As clay in the hand of the potter
for all his ways are as he pleases

so men are in the hand of him who 
made them, 

to give them as he decides. 

14 Good is the opposite of evil, 
and life the opposite of death; 
so the sinner is the opposite of the 

godly. 
IS Look upon all the works of the Most 

High; 
they likewise are in pairs, one the 

opposite of the other. 

16 I was the last on watch; 
I was like one who gleans after the 

grape-gatherers; 
by the blessing of the Lord I excelled, 

and like a grape-gatherer I filled my 
wine press. 

17 Consider that I have not labored for 
myself alone, 

but for all who seek instruction. 
18 Hear me, you who are great among 

the people, 
and you leaders of the congrega

tion, hearken. 

19 To son or wife, to brother or friend, 

Do nothing without discretion 
do not give power over yourself, as 

long as you live; 
and do not give your property to an

other, 
lest you change your mind and must 

ask for it. 
20 While you are still alive and have 

breath in you, 
do not let any one take your place. 

21 For it is better that your children 
should ask from you 

than that you should look to the 
hand of your sons. 

22 Excel in all that you do; 
bring no stain upon your honor. 

23 At the time when you end the days of 
your life, 

in the hour of death, distribute your 
inheritance. 

24 Fodder and a stick and burdens for 
an ass; 

bread and discipline and work for a 
servant. 

25 Set your slave to work, and you will 
find rest; 

leave his hands idle, and he will seek 
libeny. 

26 Yoke and thong will bow the neck, 
and for a wicked servant there are 

racks and tonures. 
27 Put him to work, that he may not be 

idle, 
for idleness teaches much evil. 

28 Set him to work, as is fining for 
him, 

and if he does not obey, make his 
fetters heavy. 

29 Do not act immoderately toward any
body, 

and do nothing without discretion. 

JO If you have a servant, let him be as 
yourself, 

because you have bought him with 
blood. 

31 If you have a servant, treat him as a 
brother, 

for as your own soul you will need 
him. 

If you ill-treat him, and he leaves and 
runs away, 

which way will you go to seek him? 

34 A man of no understanding 
has vain and false hopes, 

and dreams give wings to fools. 



True sacrifice 
2 As one who catches at a shadow and 

pursues the wind, 
so is he who gives heed to dreams. 

3 The vision of dreams is this against 
that, 

the likeness of a face confronting a 
face. 

4 From an unclean thing what will be 
made clean? 

And from something false what will 
be true? 

s Divinations and omens and dreams 
are folly, 

and like a woman in travail the 
mind has fancies. 

6 Unless they are sent from the Most 
High as a visitation, 

do not give your mind to them. 
7 For dreams have deceived many, 

and those who put their hope in 
them have failed. 

8 Without such deceptions the law will 
be fulfilled, 

and wisdom is made perfect in 
truthful lips. 

9 An educatedq man knows many things, 
and one with much experience will 

speak with understanding. 
10 He that is inexperienced knows few 

things, 
but he that has traveled acquires 

much cleverness. 
11 I have seen many things in my trav

els, 
and I understand more than I can 

express. 
12 I have often been in danger of death, 

but have escaped because of these 
experiences. 

l J The spirit of those who fear the Lord 
will live, 

for their hope is in him who saves 
them. 

14 He who fears the Lord will not be 
timid, 

nor play the coward, for he is his 
hope. 

15 Blessed is the soul of the man who 
fears the Lord! 

To whom does he look? And who 
is his support? 

16 The eyes of the Lord are upon those 
who love him, 
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a mighty protection and strong sup

port, 
a shelter from the hot wind and a 

shade from noonday sun, 
a guard against stumbling and a 

defence against falling. 
17 He lifts up the soul and gives light to 

the eyes; 
he grants healing, life, and blessing. 

18 If one sacrifices from what has been 
wrongfully obtained, the offering is 

blemished;' 
the gifts• of the lawless are not ac

ceptable. 
19 The Most High is not pleased with 

the offerings of the ungodly; 
and he is not propitiated for sins 

by a multitude of sacrifices. 
20 Like one who kills a son before his 

father's eyes 
is the man who offers a sacrifice 

from the property of the poor. 
21 The bread of the needy is the life of 

the poor; 
whoever deprives them of it is a man 

of blood. 
22 To take away a neighbor's living is 

to murder him; 
to deprive an employee of his wages 

is to shed blood. 

23 When one builds and another tears 
down, 

what do they gain but toil? 
24 When one prays and another curses, 

to whose voice will the Lord listen? 
25 If a man washes after touching a dead 

body, and touches it again, 
what has he gained by his washing? 

26 So if a man fasts for his sins, 
and goes again and does the same 

things, 
who will listen to his prayer? 

And what has he gained by hum-
bling himself? 

35 He who keeps the law makes 
many offerings; 

he who heeds the commandments 
sacrifices a peace offering. 

2 He who returns a kindness offers fine 
flour, 

and he who gives alms sacrifices a 
thank offering. 

q Other euthorities read A traveled r Other authorities read is made in mockery 
s Other authorities reed mockeries 



SIRACH 35 
3 To keep from wickedness is pleasing 

to the Lord, 
and to forsake unrighteousness is 

atonement. 
4 Do not appear before the Lord empty

handed, 
for all these things are to be done 

because of the commandment. 
6 The offering of a righteous man 

anoints the altar, 
and its pleasing odor rises before 

the Most High. 
7 The sacrifice of a righteous man is 

acceptable, 
and the memory of it will not be 

forgotten. 
B Glorify the Lord generously, 
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and do not stint the first fruits of 
your hands. 

9 With every gift show a cheerful face, 
and dedicate your tithe with glad

ness. 
10 Give to the Most High as he has given, 

and as generously as your hand has 
found. 

11 For the Lord is the one who repays, 
and he will repay you sevenfold. 

12 Do not offer him a bribe, for he will 
not accept it; 

and do not trust to an unrighteous 
sacrifice; 

for the Lord is the judge, and with 
him is no paniality. 

13 He will not show paniality in the case 
of a poor man; 

and he will listen to the prayer of 
one who is wronged. 

14 He will not ignore the supplication 
of the fatherless, 

nor the widow when she pours out 
her story. 

15 Do not the tears of the widow run 
down her cheek 

as she cries out against him who 
has caused them to fall? 

16 He whose service is pleasing to the 
Lord will be accepted, 

and his prayer will reach to the 
clouds. 

17 The prayer of the humble pierces the 
clouds, 

and he will not be consoled until it 
reaches the Lord;1 

he will not desist until the Most High 
visits him, 

A prayer for Israel 
and does justice for the righteous, 

and executes judgment. 
18 And the Lord will not delay, 

neither will he be patient with 
them, 

till he crushes the loins of the unmer
ciful 

and repays vengeance on the na
tions; 

till he takes away the multirude of the 
insolent, 

and breaks the scepters of the un
righteous; 

19 till he repays man according to his 
deeds, 

and the works of men according to 
their devices; 

till he judges the case of his people 
and makes them rejoice in his 

mercy. 
20 Mercy is as welcome when he afflicts 

them 
as clouds of rain in the time of 

drought. 

36 Have mercy upon us, 0 Lord, 
the God of all, and look upon us, 

and cause the fear of thee to fall 
upon all the nations. 

3 Lift up thy hand against foreign na
tions 

and let them see thy might. 
4 As in us thou hast been sanctified be

fore them, 
so in them be thou magnified be

fore us; 
5 and let them know thee, as we have 

known 
that there is no God but thee, 0 

Lord. 
6 Show signs anew, and work funher 

wonder>; 
make thy hand and thy right arm 

glorious. 
7 Rouse thy anger and pour out thy 

wrath; 
destroy the adversary and wipe out 

the enemy. 
8 Hasten the day, and remember the 

appointed time,• 
and let people recount thy mighty 

deeds. 
9 Let him who survives be consumed 

in the fiery wrath, 
and may those who harm thy people 

meet destruction. 
I Or unsil the Lord draws near u Other authorities read remember rhy oath 
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10 Crush the heads of the rulers of the 

enemy, 
who say, "There is no one but our

selves." 
11 Gather all the tribes of Jacob, 

and give• them their inheritance, 
as at the beginning. 

12 Have mercy, 0 Lord, upon the peo
ple called by thy name, 

upon Israel, whom thou hast lik
ened to aw first-born son. 

IJ Have pity on the city of thy sanctu
ary ,x 

Jerusalem, the place of thy rest. 
14 Fill Zion with the celebration of thy 

wondrous deeds, 
and thy templeY with thy glory. 

15 Bear witness to those whom thou 
didst create in the beginning, 

and fulfil the prophecies spoken in 
thy name. 

16 Reward those who wait for thee, 
and let thy prophets be found 

trustworthy. 
17 Hearken, 0 Lord, to the prayer of 

thy servants, 
according to the blessing of Aaron 

for thy people, 
and all who are on the earth will know 

that thou art the Lord, the God of 
the ages. 

18 The stomach will take any food, 
yet one food is better than another. 

19 As the palate tastes the kinds of game, 
so an intelligent mind detects false 

words. 
20 A perverse mind will cause grief, 

but a man of experience will pay 
him back. 

21 A woman will accept any man, 
but one daughter is better than an

other. 
22 A woman's beauty gladdens the coun

tenance, 
and surpasses every human desire. 

23 If kindness and humility mark her 
speech, 

her husband is not like other men. 
24 He who acquires a wife gets his best 

possession,z 
a helper fit for him and a pillar of 

support.a 
25 Where there is no fence, the property 

will be plundered; 
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and where there is no wife, a man 

will wander about and sigh. 
26 For who will trust a nimble robber 

that skips from city to city? 
So who will trust a man that has no 

home, 
and lodges wherever night finds 

him? 

37 Every friend will say, "I too am 
a friend"; 

but some friends are friends only 
in name. 

2 Is it not a grief to the death 
when a companion and friend turns 

to enmity? 
J 0 evil imagination, why were you 

formed 
to cover the land with deceit? 

4 Some companions rejoice in the hap
piness of a friend, 

but in time of trouble are against 
him. 

5 Some companions help a friend for 
their stomachs' sake, 

and in the face of battle take up the 
shield. 

6 Do not forget a friend in your heart, 
and be not unmindful of him in 

your wealth. 

7 Every counselor praises counsel, 
but some give counsel in their own 

interest. 
B Be wary of a counselor, 

and learn first what is his interest
for he will take thought for him

self-
lest he cast the lot against you 

9 and tell you, "Your way is good," 
and then stand aloof to see what 

will happen to you. 
10 Do not consult with one who looks 

at you suspiciously; 
hide your counsel from those who 

are jealous of you. 
11 Do not consult with a woman about 

her rival 
or with a coward about war, 

with a merchant about barter 
or with a buyer about selling, 

with a grudging man about gratitude 
or with a merciless man about kind

ness, 
with an idler about any work 

v Other authorities read I ga'IJ~ w Other authorities read hast named thy ;;c Or on rhy holy dty 
~Heb Syr: Gk Vg J><opk z Heb: Gk murs upon a possession a Heb: Gk rut 
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or with a man hired for a year about 

completing his work, 
with a lazy servant about a big task

pay no attention to these in any 
matter of counsel. 

12 But stay constantly with a godly man 
whom you know to be a keeper of 

the commandments, 
whose soul is in accord with your 

soul, 
and who will sorrow with you if you 

fail. 
13 And establish the counsel of your 

own heart, 
for no one is more faithful to you 

than it is. 
14 For a man's soul sometimes keeps 

him better informed 
than seven watchmen sitting high 

on a watchtower. 
15 And besides all this pray to the Most 

High 
that he may direct your way in 

truth. 

16 Reason is the beginning of every 
work, 

and counsel precedes every under
taking. 

17 As a clue to changes of heart 
18 four turns of fortune appear, 

good and evil, life and death; 
and it is the tongue that continually 

rules them. 
19 A man may be shrewd and the teacher 

of many, 
and yet be unprofitable to him

self. 
20 A man skilled in words may be hated; 

he will be destitute of all food, 
21 for grace was not given him by the 

Lord, 
since he is lacking in all wisdom. 

22 A man may be wise to his own advan
tage, 

and the fruits of his understanding 
may be trustworthy on his lips. 

23 A wise man will instruct his own peo
ple, 

and the fruits of his understanding 
will be trustworthy. 

24 A wise man will have praise heaped 
upon him, 

and all who see him will call him 
happy. 

25 The life of a man is numbered by 
days, 

but the days of Israel are without 
number. 

26 He who is wise among his people will 
inherit confidence,b 

and his name will live for ever. 

27 My son, test your soul while you live; 
see what is bad for it and do not 

give it that. 
28 For not everything is good for every 

one, 
and not every person enjoys every

thing. 
29 Do not have an insatiable appetite for 

any luxury, 
and do not give yourself up to food; 

30 for overeating brings sickness, 
and gluttony leads to nausea. 

31 Many have died of gluttony, 
but he who is careful to avoid it 

prolongs his life. 

38 Honor rhe physician wirh the 
honor due him,' according to 
your need of him, 

for the Lord created him; 
2 for healing comes from the Most 

High, 
and he will receive a gift from the 

king. 
3 The skill of the physician lifts up his 

head, 
and in the presence of great men 

he is admired. 
4 The Lord created medicines from the 

earth, 
and a sensible man will not despise 

them. 
5 Was not water made sweet with a tree 

in order that hisd power might be 
known? 

6 And he gave skill to men 
that he• might be glorified in his 

marvelous works. 
7 By them he heals and takes away pain; 
s the pharmacist makes of them a 

compound. 
His works will never be finished; 

and from him health/ is upon the 
face of i:he earth. 

9 My son, when you are sick do not be 
negligent, 

b Other authorities read honor c Other authorities omit with the honor due him d Or its 
e Or they f Or peace 



Wisdom of craftsmen 
but pray to the Lord, and he will 

heal you. 
10 Give up your faults and direct your 

hands aright, 
and cleanse your heart from all sin. 

11 Offer a sweet-smelling sacrifice, and 
a memorial portion of fine flour, 

and pour oil on your offering, as 
much as you can afford.K 

12 And give the physician his place, for 
the Lord created him; 

let him not leave you, for there is 
need of him. 

13 There is a time when success lies in 
the hands of physicians,h 

14 for they too will pray to the Lord 
that he should grant them success in 

diagnosisi 
and in healing, for the sake of pre

serving life. 
15 He who sins before his Maker, 

may he fall into the careJ of a phy
sician. 

16 My son, let your tears fall for the 
dead, 

and as one who is suffering griev
ously begin the lament. 

Lay out his body with the honor due 
him, 

and do not neglect his burial. 
17 Let your weeping be bitter and your 

wailing fervent; 
observe the mourning according to 

his merit, 
for one day, or two, to avoid criticism; 

then be comforted for your sorrow. 
18 For sorrow results in death, 

and sorrow of heart saps one's 
strength. 

19 In calamity sorrow continues, 
and the life of the poor man weighs 

down his heart. 
20 Do not give your heart to sorrow; 

drive it away, remembering the end 
of life. 

21 Do not forget, there is no coming 
back; 

you do the deadk no good, and you 
injure yourself. 

22 "Remember my doom, for yours is 
like it: 

yesterday it was mine, and today 
it is yours." 
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23 When the dead is at rest, let his re

membrance cease, 
and be comforted for him when his 

spirit has departed. 

24 The wisdom of the scribe depends on 
the opportunity of leisure; 

and he who has little business may 
become wise. 

25 How can he become wise who handles 
the plow, 

and who glories in the shaft of a 
goad, 

who drives oxen and is occupied with 
their work, 

and whose talk is about' bulls? 
26 He sets his heart on plowing fur

rows, 
and he is careful about fodder for 

the heifers. 
21 So too is every craftsman and master 

workman 
who labors by night as well as by 

day; 
those who cut the signets of seals, 

each is diligent in making a great 
variety; 

he sets his heart on painting a lifelike 
image, 

and he is careful to finish his work. 
28 So too is the smith sitting by the anvil, 

intent upon his handiwork in iron; 
the breath of the fire melts his flesh, 

and he wastes away inm the heat of 
the furnace; 

he inclines his ear to the sound of the 
hammer," 

and his eyes are on the pattern of 
the object. 

He sets his heart on finishing his 
handiwork, 

and he is careful to complete its 
decoration. 

29 So too is the potter sitting at his 
work 

and turning the wheel with his feet; 
he is always deeply concerned over his 

work, 
and all his output is by number. 

30 He molds the clar with his arm 
and makes it pliable with his feet; 

he sets his heart to finish the glazing, 
and he is careful to clean the fur

nace. 

g Heb: Vulgate omits a.r much as you can afford; Greek is obscure h Gk in their hands i Heb: Gk rest 
i Gk hands k Gk him I Or among m Cn Compare Syr: Gk contends wi1h 
n Cn: Gk the sound of the hammer renews his ear 
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31 All these rely upon their hands, 

and each is skilful in his own work. 
32 Without them a city cannot be estab

lished, 
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and men can neither sojourn nor 
live there. 

3J Y ct they are not sought out for the 
council of the people, 

nor do they attain eminence in the 
public assembly. 

They do not sit in the judge's seat, 
nor do they understand the sen

tence of judgment; 
they cannot expound discipline or 

judgment, 
and they are not found using prov

erbs. 
34 But they keep stable the fabric of the 

world, 
and their prayer is in the practice 

of their trade. 

39 On the other hand he who de
votes himself 

to the study of the law of the Most 
High 

will seek out the wisdom of all the 
ancients, 

and will be concerned with proph
ecies; 

2 he will preserve the discourse of nota
ble men 

and penetrate the subtleties of par
ables; 

3 he will seek out the hidden meanings 
of proverbs 

and be at home with the obscurities 
of parables. 

4 He will serve among great men 
and appear before rulers; 

he will travel through the lands of 
foreign nations, 

for he tests the good and the evil 
among men. 

s He will set his heart to rise early 
to seek the Lord who made him, 
and will make supplication before 

the Most High; 
he will open his mouth in prayer 

and make supplication for his sins. 

6 If the great Lord is willing, 
he will be filled with the spirit of 

understanding; 
he will pour forth words0 of wisdom 

The student of the law 
and give thanks to the Lord in 

prayer. 
7 He will direct his counsel and knowl

edge aright, 
and meditate on his secrets. 

8 He will reveal instruction in his teach
ing, 

and will glory in the law of the 
Lord's covenant. 

9 Many will praise his understanding, 
and it will never be blotted out; 

his memory will not disappear, 
and his name will live through all 

generations. 
10 Nations will declare his wisdom, 

and the congregation will proclaim 
his praise; 

11 if he lives long, he will leave a name 
greater than a thousand, 

and if he goes to rest, it is enoughP 
for him. 

12 I have yet more to say, which I have 
thought upon, 

and I am filled, like the moon at the 
full. 

13 Listen to me, 0 you holy sons, 
and bud like a rose growing by a 

stream of water; 
14 send forth fragrance like frankincense, 

and put forth blossoms like a hly. 
Scatter rhe fragrance, and sing a hymn 

of praise; 
bless the Lord for all his works; 

15 ascribe majesty to his name 
and give thanks to him with praise, 

with songs on your lips, and with 
lyres; 

and this you shall say in thanksgiv
ing: 

16 "All things are the works of the Lord, 
for they are very good, 

and whatever he commands will be 
done in his time." 

17 No one can say, "What is this?" 
"Why is that?" 

for in God'sq time all things will be 
sought after. 

At his word the waters stood in a heap, 
and the reservoirs of water at the 

word of his mouth. 
18 At his command whatever pleases 

him is done, 
and none can limit his saving power. 

o Other authorities read his wurds P Cn: the meaning of the Greek is uncertain 
qGkhis 
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I 9 The works of all flesh are before him, 

and nothing can be hid from his 
eyes. 

20 From everlasting to everlasting he be
holds them, 

and nothing is marvelous to him. 
21 No one can say, "What is this?" 

"Why is that?" 
for everything has been created for 

its use. 

27 His blessing covers the dry land like 
a river, 

and drenches it like a flood. 
2J The nations will incur his wrath, 

just as he turns fresh water into salt. 
24 To the holy his ways are straight, 

just as they are obstacles to the 
wicked. 

25 From the beginning good things were 
created for good people, 

just as evil things for sinners. 
26 Ba•ic to all the needs of man's life 

are water and fire and iron and salt 
and wheat flour and milk and honey, 

the blood of the grape, and oil and 
clothing. 

27 All these are for good to the godly, 
just as they turn into evils for sin

ners. 

28 There are winds that have been cre
ated for vengeance, 

and in their anger they scourge 
heavily; 

in the time of consummation they will 
pour out their strength 

and calm the anger of their Maker. 
29 Fire and hail and famine and pesti

lence, 
all these have been created for 

vengeance; 
JO the teeth of wild beasts, and scorpions 

and vipers, 
and the sword that punishes the 

ungodly with destruction; 
J 1 they will rejoice in his commands, 

and be made ready on earth for 
their service, 

and when their times come they 
will not transgress his word. 

J2 Therefore from the beginning I have 
been convinced, 

and have thought this out and left 
it in writing: 

r Other authorities read are buried in 

33 The works of the Lord are all good, 
and he will supply every need in 

its hour. 
34 And no one can say, "This is worse 

than that," 
for all things will prove good in 

their season. 
35 So now sing praise with all your heart 

and voice, 
and bless the name of the Lord. 

40 Much labor was created for 
every man, 

and a heavy yoke is upon the sons 
of Adam, 

from the day they come forth from 
their mother's womb 

till the day they return tor the 
mother of all. 

2 Their perplexities and fear of heart
their anxious thought is the day of 

death, 
3 from the man who sits on a splendid 

throne 
to the one who is humbled in dust 

and ashes, 
4 from the man who wears purple and 

a crown 
to the one who is clothed in burlap; 

s there is anger and envy and trouble 
and unrest, 

and fear of death, and fury and 
strife. 

And when one rests upon his bed, 
his sleep at night confuses his mind. 

6 He gets little or no rest, 
and afterward in his sleep, as though 

he were on watch, 
he is troubled by the visions of his 

mind 
like one who has escaped from the 

battle-front; 
7 at the moment of his rescue he wakes 

up, 
and wonders that his fear came to 

nothing. 
8 With all flesh, both man and beast, 

and upon sinners seven times more, 
9 are death and bloodshed and strife 

and sword, 
calamities, famine and affliction and 

plague. 
10 All these were created for the wicked, 

and on their account the flood came. 
11 All things that are from the earth 

turn back to the earth, 
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and what is from the waters returns 

to the sea. 

12 All bribery and injustice will be 
blotted out, 
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but good faith will stand for ever. 
IJ The wealth of the unjust will dry up 

like a torrent, 
and crash like a loud clap of thunder 

in a rain. 
14 A generous man will be made glad; 

likewise transgressors will utterly 
fail. 

15 The children of the ungodly will not 
put forth many branches; 

they are unhealthy roots upon sheer 
rock. 

16 The reeds by any water or river bank 
will be plucked up before any 

grass. 
17 Kindness is like a garden of blessings, 

and almsgiving endures for ever. 

18 Life is sweet for the self-reliant and 
the worker,s 

but he who finds treasure is better 
off than both. 

19 Children and the building of a city 
establish a man's name, 

but a blameless wife is accounted 
better than both. 

20 Wine and music gladden the hean, 
but the love of wisdom is better 

than both. 
21 The flute and the harp make pleasant 

melody, 
but a pleasant voice is better than 

both. 
22 The eye desires grace and beauty, 

but the green shoots of grain more 
than both. 

23 A friend or a companion never meets 
one amiss, 

but a wife with her husband is bet
ter than both. 

24 Brothers and help are for a time of 
trouble, 

but almsgiving rescues better than 
both. 

25 Gold and silver make the foot stand 
sure, 

but good counsel is esteemed more 
than both. 

26 Riches and strength lift up the hean, 
but the fear of the Lord is better 

than both. 
s Cn: Gk self-reliant worker I Gk him 

Fear the Lord 
There is no loss in the fear of the 

Lord, 
and with it there is no need to seek 

for help. 
21 The fear of the Lord is like a garden 

of blessing, 
and covers a man• better than any 

glory. 

28 My son, do not lead the life of a beg
gar; 

it is better to die than to beg. 
29 When a man looks to the table of an

other, 
his existence cannot be considered 

as life. 
He pollutes himself with another 

man's food, 
but a man who is intelligent and 

well instructed guards against 
that. 

30 In the mouth of the shameless begging 
is sweet, 

but in his stomach a fire is kin
dled. 

41 0 death, how bitter is the re
minder of you 

to one who lives at peace among his 
possessions, 

to a man without distractions, who is 
prosperous in everything, 

and who still has the vigor to en
joy his food! 

2 0 death, how welcome is your sen
tence 

to one who is in need and is failing 
in strength, 

very old and distracted over every
thing; 

to one who is contrary, and has lost 
his patience! 

3 Do not fear the sentence of death; 
remember your former days and 

the end of life; 
this is the decree from the Lord for 

all flesh, 
4 and how can you reject the good 

pleasure of the Most High? 
Whether life is for ten or a hundred 

or a thousand years, 
there is no inquiry about it in 

Hades. 

5 The children of sinners are abomina
ble children, 
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and they frequent the haunts of the 

ungodly. 
6 The inheritance of the children of 

sinners will perish, 
and on their posterity will be a per

petual reproach. 
7 Children will blame an ungodly father, 

for they suffer reproach because of 
him. 

8 Woe to you, ungodly men, 
who have forsaken the law of the 

Most High God! 
9 When you are born, you are born to a 

curse; 
and when you die, a curse is your 

lot. 
IO Whatever is from the dust returns to 

dust; 
so the ungodly go from curse to 

destruction. 

11 The mourning of men is about their 
bodies, 

but the evil name of sinners will be 
blotted out. 

12 Have regard for your name, since it 
will remain for you 

longer than a thousand great stores 
of gold. 

13 The days of a good life are numbered, 
but a good name endures for ever. 

14 My children, observe instruction and 
be at peace; 

hidden wisdom and unseen treasure, 
what advantage is there in either of 

them? 
15 Better is the man who hides his folly 

than the man who hides his wis
dom. 

16 Therefore show respect for my words: 
For it is not good to retain every kind 

of shame, 
and not everything is confidently 

esteemed by every one. 

11 Be ashamed of immorality, before 
your father or mother; 

and of a lie, before a prince or a 
ruler; 

JR of a transgression, before a judge or 
magistrate; 

and of iniquity, before a congre
gation or the people; 

of unjust dealing, before your panner 
or friend; 

19 and of theft, in the place where 
you live. 

Be ashamed before the truth of God 
and his covenant. 

Be ashamed of selfish behavior at 
meals,• 

of surliness in receiving and giving, 
20 and of silence, before those who 

greet you; 
of looking at a woman who is a harlot, 

21 and of rejecting the appeal of a 
kinsman; 

of taking away some one's portion or 
gift, 

and of gazing at another man's wife; 
22 of meddling with his maidservant

and do not approach her bed; 
of abusive words, before friends

and do not upbraid after making a 
gift; 

23 of repeating and telling what you 
hear, 

and of revealing secrets. 
Then you will show proper shame, 

and will find favor with every man. 

42 Of the following things do not 
be ashamed, 

and do not let partiality lead you to 
sin: 

2 of the law of the Most High and his 
covenant, 

and of rendering judgment to ac
quit the ungodly; 

3 of keeping accounts with a panner or 
with traveling companions, 

and of dividing the inheritance of 
friends; 

4 of accuracy with scales and weights, 
and of acquiring much or little; 

5 of profit from dealing with merchants, 
and of much discipline of children, 
and of whipping a wicked servant 

severely.v 
6 Where there is an evil wife, a seal is a 

good thing; 
and where there are many hands, 

lock things up. 
7 Whatever you deal out, let it be by 

number and weight, 
and make a record of all that you 

give out or take in. 
B Do not be ashamed to instruct the 

stupid or foolish 
or the aged man who quarrels with 

the young. 
" Gk of fi,;ing the <lbow on th4 bread v Gk making the side of a wicked seroant bleed 
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Then you will be truly instructed, 

and will be approved before all men. 

9 A daughter keeps her father secretly 
wakeful, 

and worry over her robs him of 
sleep; 

when she is young, lest she do not 
marry, 

or if married, lest she be hated; 
10 while a virgin, lest she be defiled 

or become pregnant in her father's 
house; 

or having a husband, lest she prove 
unfaithful, 

or, though married, lest she be bar
ren. 

11 Keep strict watch over a headstrong 
daughter, 

lest she make you a laughingstock 
to your enemies, 

a byword in the city and notoriousw 
among the people, 

and put you to shame before the 
great multitude. 

12 Do not look upon any one for beauty, 
and do not sit in the midst of 

women; 
13 for from garments comes the moth, 

and from a woman comes woman's 
wickedness. 

14 Better is the wickedness of a man 
than a woman who does good; 

and it is a woman who brings shame 
and disgrace. 

JS I will now call to mind the works of 
the Lord, 

and will declare what I have seen. 
By the words of the Lord his works 

are done. 
16 The sun looks down on everything 

with its light, 
and the work of the Lord is full of 

his glory. 
17 The Lord has not enabled his holy 

ones 
to recount all his marvelous works, 

which the Lord the Almighty has 
established 

that the universe may stand firm in 
his glory. 

18 He searches out the abyss, and the 
heans of men,x 

The works of the Lord 
and considers their crafty devices. 

For the Most High knows all that 
may be known, 

and he looks into the signsY of the 
age. 

19 He declares what has been and what 
is to be, 

and he reveals the tracks of hidden 
things. 

20 No thought escapes him, 
and not one word is hidden from 

him. 
21 He has ordained the splendors of his 

wisdom, 
and he is from everlasting and to 

everlasting. 
Nothing can be added or taken away, 

and he needs no one to be his 
counselor. 

27. How greatly to be desired are all his 
works, 

and how sparkling they are to see!z 
23 All these things live and remain for 

ever 
for every need, and are all obedient. 

24 All things are twofold, one opposite 
the other, 

and he has made nothing incom
plete. 

25 One confirms the good things of the 
other, 

and who can have enough of be
holding his glory? 

43 The pride of the heavenly 
heights is the clear firmament, 

the appearance of heaven in a spec-
tacle of glory. 

2 The sun, when it appears, making 
proclamation as it goes forrh, 

is a marvelous instrument, the 
work of the Most High. 

J At noon it parches the land; 
and who can withstand its burning 

heat? 
4 A man tendinga a furnace works in 

burning heat, 
but the sun bums the mountains 

three times as much; 
it breathes out fiery vapors, 

and with bright beams it blinds the 
eyes. 

s Great is the Lord who made it; 
and at his command it hastens on 

its course. 
w Gk called ow x Gk arid the heart Y Gk sign z The Greek of this line is uncertain 
a Other authorities read blowing 
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6 He made the moon also, to serve in 

its seasonb 
to mark the times and to be an 

everlasting sign. 
7 From the moon comes the sign for 

feast days, 
a light that wanes when it has 

reached the full. 
s The month is named for the moon, 

increasing marvelously in its 
phases, 

99 

an instrument of the hosts on high 
shining forth in the firmament of 

heaven. 

9 The glory of the stars is the beauty 
of heaven, 

a gleaming array in the heights of 
the Lord. 

10 At the command of the Holy One 
they stand as ordered, 

they never relax in their watches. 
11 Look upon the rainbow, and praise 

him who made it, 
exceedingly beautiful in its bright

ness. 
12 It encircles the heaven with its glori

ous arc; 
the hands of the Most High have 

stretched it out. 

13 By his command he sends the driving 
snow 

and speeds the lightnings of his 
judgment. 

14 Therefore the storehouses are opened, 
and the clouds fly forth like birds. 

IS In his majesty he amasses the clouds, 
and the hailstones are broken in 

pieces. 
16 At his appearing the mountains are 

shaken; 
at his will the south wind blows. 

17 The voice of his thunder rebukes the 
earth; 

so do the tempest from the north 
and the whirlwind. 

He scatters the snow like birds flying 
down, 

and its descent is like locusts alight
ing. 

IB The eye marvels at the beauty of its 
whiteness, 

and the mind is amazed at its falling. 
19 He pours the hoarfrost upon the 

earth like salt, 
b The Greek teH.t of this line ie uncertain 
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and when it freezes, it becomes 

pointed thorns. 
20 The cold north wind blows, 

and ice freezes over the water; 
it rests upon every pool of water, 

and the water puts it on like a 
breastplate. 

21 He consumes the mountains and 
burns up the wilderness, 

and withers the tender grass like 
fire. 

22 A mist quickly heals all things; 
when the dew appears, it refreshes 

from the heat. 

23 By his counsel he stilled the great 
deep 

and planted islands in it. 
24 Those who sail the sea tell of its dan

gers, 
and we marvel at what we hear. 

25 For in it are strange and marvelous 
works, 

all kinds of living things, and huge 
creatures of the sea. 

26 Because of him his messenger finds 
the way, 

and by his word all things hold to
gether. 

27 Though we speak much we cannot 
reach the end, 

and the sum of our words is: "He 
is the all." 

2s Where shall we find strength to 
praise him? 

For he is greater than all his works. 
29 Terrible is the Lord and very great, 

and marvelous is his power. 
30 When you praise the Lord, exalt him 

as much as you can; 
for he will surpass even that. 

When you exalt him, put forth all 
your strength, 

and do not grow weary, for you 
cannot praise him enough. 

31 Who has seen him and can describe 
him? 

Or who can extol him as he is? 
32 Many things greater than these lie 

hidden, 
for we have seen but few of his 

works. 
33 For the Lord has made all things, 

and to the godly he has granted 
wisdom. 
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44 Let us now praise famous men, 16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was 
and our fathers in their genera- taken up; 
tions. he was an example of repentance to 

2 The Lord apportioned to theme great all generations. 
glory, 

his majesty from the beginning. 
3 There were those who ruled in their 

kingdoms, 
and were men renowned for their 

power, 
giving counsel by their understanding, 

and proclaiming prophecies; 
4 leaders of the people in their delibera

tions 
and in understanding of learning 

for the people, 
wise in their words of instruction; 

5 those who composed musical tunes, 
and set forth verses in writing; 

6 rich men furnished with resources, 
living peaceably in their habita

tions-
7 all these were honored in their gen

erations, 
and were the glory of their times. 

B There are some of them who have left 
a name, 

so that men declare their praise. 
9 And there are some who have no 

memorial, 
who have perished as though they 

had not lived; 
they have become as though they had 

not been born, 
and so have their children after 

them. 
10 But these were men of mercy, 

whose righteous deeds have not 
been forgotten; 

11 their prosperity will remain with their 
descendants, 

and their inheritance to their chil
dren's children.d 

12 Their descendants stand by the cove
nants; 

their children also, for their sake. 
13 Their posterity will continue for ever, 

and their glory will not be blotted 
out. 

14 Their bodies were buried in peace, 
and their name lives to all genera

tions. 
15 Peoples will declare their wisdom, 

and the congregation proclaims 
their praise. 

c Heb: Gk created 

17 Noah was found perfect and right
eous; 

in the time of wrath he was taken 
in exchange; 

therefore a remnant was left to the 
earth 

when the flood came. 
18 Everlasting covenants were made with 

him 
that all flesh should not be blotted 

out by a flood. 

19 Abraham was the great father of a 
multitude of nations, 

and no one has been found like him 
in glory; 

20 he kept the law of the Most High, 
and was taken into covenant with 

him; 
he established the covenant in his 

flesh, 
and when he was tested he was 

found faithful. 
21 Therefore the Lord• assured him by 

an oath 
that the nations would be blessed 

through his posterity; 
that he would multiply him like the 

dust of the earth, 
and exalt his posterity like the 

stars, 
and cause them to inherit from sea to 

sea 
and from the River to the ends of 

the earth. 

22 To Isaac also he gave the same as
surance 

for the sake of Abraham his father. 

23 The blessing of all men and the cove
nant 

he made to rest upon the head of 
Jacob; 

he acknowledged him with his bless
ings, 

and gave him his inheritance;! 
he determined his portions, 

and distributed them among twelve 
tribes. 

d Heb Compare Vg Syr: The Greek of this verse is uncertain •Gk /uJ !Heb: Gk by inherita.nu 
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45 From his descendants the Lordg 
brought forth a man of mercy, 

who found favor in the sight of all 
flesh 

and was beloved by God and man, 
Moses, whose memory is blessed. 

2 He made him equal in glory to the 
holy ones, 

and made him great in the fears of 
his enemies. 

3 By his words he caused signs to cease; 
the Lordg glorified him in the pres

ence of kings. 
He gave him commands for his peo

ple, 
and showed him part of his glory. 

4 He sanctified him through faithfulness 
and meekness; 

he chose him out of all mankind. 
s He made him hear his voice, 

and led him into the thick darkness, 
and gave him the commandments face 

to face, 
the law of life and knowledge, 

to teach Jacob the covenant, 
and Israel his judgments. 

with the oracle of judgment, Urim 
and Thummim; 

11 with twisted scarlet, the work of a 
craftsman; 

with precious stones engraved like 
signets, 

in a setting of gold, the work of a 
jeweler, 

for a reminder, in engraved letters, 
according to the number of the 

tribes of Israel; 
12 with a gold crown upon his turban, 

inscribed like a signet with "Holi
ness," 

a distinction to be prized, the work 
of an expert, 

the delight of the eyes, richly 
adorned. 

I J Before his time there never were such 
beautiful things. 

No outsider ever put them on, 
but only his sons 

and his descendants perpetually. 
14 His sacrifices shall be wholly burned 

twice every day continually. 
is Moses ordained him, 

and anointed him with holy oil; 
6 He exalted Aaron, the brother of it was an everlasting covenant for 

Moses,h him 
a holy man like him, of the tribe of and for his descendants all the days 

Levi. of heaven, 
7 He made an everlasting covenant with to minister to the Lordi and serve as 

him, priest 
and gave him the priesthood of the and bless his people in his name. 

people. 16 He chose him out of all the living 
He blessed him with splendid vest- to offer sacrifice to the Lord, 

ments, incense and a pleasing odor as a 
and put a glorious robe upon him. memorial portion, 

8 He clothed him with superb perfec- to make atonement for the people.I 
tion, 17 In his commandments he gave him 

and strengthened him with the sym- authority in statutes andk judg-
bols of authority, ments, 

the linen breeches, the long robe, to teach Jacob the testimonies, 
and the ephod. and to enlighten Israel with his law. 

9 And he encircled him with pome- 18 Outsiders conspired against him, 
granates, and envied him in the wilderness, 

with very many golden bells round Dathan and Abi'ram and their men 
about, and the company of Korah, in 

to send forth a sound as he walked, wrath and anger. 
to make their ringing heard in the 19 The Lord saw it and was not pleased, 

temple and in the wrath of his anger they 
as a reminder to the sons of his peo- were destroyed; 

pie; he wrought wonders against them 
10 with a holy garment, of gold and blue to consume them in flaming fire. 

and purple, the work of an em- 20 He added glory to Aaron 
broiderer; and gave him a heritage; 

• Glr. Ji. h Glr. him I Gk him i Other authorities read thy people k Heb: Gk in covenanlS of 
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so that he might give Israel its in

heritance. 
he allotted to him the first of the first 

fruits, 
he prepared bread of first fruits in 

abundance; 
21 for they eat the sacrifices to the Lord, 

which he gave to him and his de
scendants. 

22 But in the land of the people he has 
no inheritance, 

and he has no portion among the 
people; 

for the Lordi himself is hism por
tion and inheritance. 

23 Phin'ehas the son of Elea'zar is the 
third in glory, 

for he was zealous in the fear of the 
Lord, 

and stood fast, when the people 
turned away, 

in the ready goodness of his soul, 
and made atonement for Israel. 

24 Therefore a covenant of peace was 
established with him, 

that he should be leader of the 
sanctuary and of his people, 

that he and his descendants should 
have 

the dignity of the priesthood for 
ever. 

25 A covenant was also established with 
David, 

the son of Jesse, of the tribe of 
Judah: 

the heritage of the king is from son 
to son only; 

so the heritage of Aaron is for his 
descendants. 

26 May the Lordn grant you wisdom in 
your heart 

to judge his people in righteousness, 
so that their prosperity may not van

ish, 
and that their glory may endure 

throughout their generations.0 

46 Joshua the son of Nun was 
mighty in war, 

and was the successor of Moses in 
prophesying. 

He became, in accordance with his 
name, 

a great savior of God's• elect, 
to take vengeance on the enemies that 

rose against them, 

2 How glorious he was when he lifted 
his hands 

and stretched out his sword against 
the cities! 

J Who before him ever stood so firm? 
For he waged the wars of the Lord. 

4 Was not the sun held back by his 
hand? 

And did not one day become as 
long as two? 

5 He called upon the Most High, the 
Mighty One, 

when enemies pressed him on every 
side, 

6 and the great Lord answered him 
with hailstones of mighty power. 

He hurled down war upon that na
tion, 

and at the descent of Beth-horonq 
he destroyed those who resisted, 

so that the nations might know his 
armament, 

that he was fighting in the sight of 
the Lord; 

for he wholly followed the Mighty 
One. 

7 And in the days of Moses he did a 
loyal deed, 

he and Caleb the son of J ephun'neh: 
they withstood the congregation/ 

restrained the people from sin 
and stilled their wicked murmuring. 

8 And these two alone were preserved 
out of six hundred thousand people 

on foot, 
to bring them into their inheritance, 

into a land flowing "'ith milk and 
honey. 

9 And the Lord gave Caleb strength, 
which remained with him to old 

age, 
so that he went up to the hill country, 

and his children obtained it for an 
inheritance; 

10 so that all the sons of Israel might see 
that it is good to follow the Lord. 

II The judges also, with their respective 
names, 

those whose hearts did not fall into 
idolatry 

and who did not turn away from the 
Lord-

I Gk he m Other authorities read your n Gk h~ o The Greek of this line is obscure P Gk his 
q Compare Joshua 10.11: Greek lacks of Beth-horon r Other authorities read the ePJemy 
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may their memory be blessed! 

12 May their bones revive from where 
they lie, 

and may the name of those who 
have been honored 

live again in their sons! 

JJ Samuel, beloved by his Lord, 
a prophet of the Lord, established 

the kingdom 
and anointed rulers over his people. 

14 By the law of the Lord he judged the 
congregation, 

and the Lord watched over Jacob. 
15 By his faithfulness he was proved to 

be a prophet, 
and by his words he became known 

as a trustworthy seer. 
16 He called upon the Lord, the Mighty 

One, 
when his enemies pressed him on 

every side, 
and he offered in sacrifice a sucking 

lamb. 
17 Then the Lord thundered from heav

en, 
and made his voice heard with a 

mighty sound; 
I H and he wiped out the leaders of the 

people of Tyre 
and all the rulers of the Philistines. 

19 Before the time of his eternal sleep, 
Samuels called men to wimess be

fore the Lord and his anointed: 
"I have not taken any one's property, 

not so much as a pair of shoes." 
And no man accused him. 

20 Even after he had fallen asleep he 
prophesied 

and revealed to the king his death, 
and lifted up his voice out of the earth 

in prophecy, 
to blot out the wickedness of the 

people. 

47 And after him Nathan rose up 
to prophesy in the days of David. 

2 As the fat is selected from the peace 
offering, 

so David was selected from the sons 
of Israel. 

3 He played with lions as with young 
goats, 

and with bears as with lambs of the 
flock. 

4 In his youth did he not kill a giant, 

and take away reproach from the 
people, 

when he lifted his hand with a stone 
in the sling 

and struck down the boasting of 
Goliath? 

s For he appealed to the Lord, the 
Most High, 

and he gave him strength in his 
right hand 

to slay a man mighty in war, 
to exalt the power' of his people. 

6 So they glorified him for his ten thou
sands, 

and praised him for the blessings of 
the Lord, 

when the glorious diadem was be
stowed upon him. 

7 For he wiped out his enemies on every 
side, 

and annihilated his adversaries the 
Philistines; 

he crushed their power• even to this 
day. 

8 In all that he did he gave thanks 
to the Holy One, the Most High, 

with ascriptions of glory; 
he sang praise with all his heart, 

and he loved his Maker. 
9 He placed singers before the altar, 

to make sweet melody with their 
voices. 

JO He gave beauty to the feasts, 
and arranged their times through

out the year,• 
while they praised God's• holy name, 

and the sanctuary resounded from 
early morning. 

11 The Lord took away his sins, 
and exalted his powerw for ever; 

he gave him the covenant of kings 
and a throne of glory in Israel. 

12 After him rose up a wise son 
who fared amply.r because of him; 

13 Solomon reigned in days of peace, 
and God gave him rest on every 

side, 
that he might build a house for his 

name 
and prepare a sanctuary to stand for 

ever. 
14 How wise you became in your youth! 

You overflowed like a river with 
understanding. 

IS Your soul covered the earth, 
s Gk he I Gk horn u Gk ro completion v Gk his w Gk horn x Gk lived in a broad place 
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and by his zeal he made them few 

in number. 
and you filled it with parables and 

riddles. 
16 Your name reached to far-off islands, 

and you were loved for your peace. 
17 For your songs and proverbs and 

parables, 
and for your interpretations, the 

countries marveled at you. 
18 In the name of the Lord God, 

who is called the God of Israel, 
you gathered gold like tin 

and amassed silver like lead. 
19 But laid your loins beside women, 

and through your body you were 
brought into subjection. 

20 You put a stain upon your honor, 
and defiled your posterity, 

so that you brought wrath upon your 
children 

and they were grievedY at your 
folly, 

21 so that the sovereignty was divided 
and a disobedient kingdom arose 

out of E'phraim. 
22 But the Lord will never give up his 

mercy, 
nor cause any of his works to perish; 

he will never blot out the descendants 
of his chosen one, 

nor destroy the posterity of him 
who loved him; 

so he gave a remnant to Jacob, 
and to David a root of hi~ stock. 

23 Solomon rested with his fathers, 
and left behind him one of his sons, 

ample inz folly and lacking in under
standing, 

Rehobo'am, whose policy caused 
the people to revolt. 

Also Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, who 
caused Israel to sin 

and gave to E'phraim a sinful way. 
24 Their sins became exceedingly many, 

so as to remove them from their 
land. 

25 For they sought out every son of 
wickedness, 

till vengeance came upon them. 

48 Then the prophet Eli'jah arose 
like a fire, 

and his word burned like a torch. 
2 He brought a famine upon them, 

3 By the word of the Lord he shut up 
the heavens, 

and also three times brought down 
fire. 

4 How glorious you were, 0 Eli'jah, in 
your wondrous deeds! 

And who has the right to boast 
which you have? 

5 You have raised a corpse from death 
and from Hades, by the word of the 

Most High; 
6 who brought kings down to destruc

tion, 
and famous men from their beds; 

7 who heard rebuke at Sinai 
and judgments of vengeance at 

Horeb; 
B who anointed kings to inflict retribu

tion, 
and prophets to succeed you.a 

9 You who were taken up by a whirl
wind of fire, 

in a chariot with horses of fire; 
10 you who are readyb at the appointed 

time, it is written, 
to calm the wrath of God before it 

breaks out in fury, 
to tum the hean of the father to the 

son, 
and to restore the tribes of Jacoh. 

11 Blessed are those who saw you, 
and those who have been adomedc 

in love; 
for we also shall surely live.d 

12 It was Eli'jah who was covered by the 
whirlwind, 

and Eli'sha was filled with his spirit; 
in all his days he did not tremble be

fore any ruler, 
and no one brought him into sub

jection. 
13 Nothing was too hard for him, 

and when he was dead his body 
prophesied. 

14 As in his life he did wonders, 
so in death his deeds were marvel

ous. 
15 For all this the people did not repent, 

and they did not forsake their sins, 
till they were carried away captive 

from their land 

Y Other authorities read I was grieved z Heb (with a play on the name Rehoboam) Syr: Gk the people"s 
a Heb: Gk him b Heb: Gk are for reproofs c Other authorities read who hatJe died 
d The text and meaning of this verse are uncenain 
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and were scattered over all the 

earth· 
the peopl~ were left very few in num

ber, 
but with rulers from the house of 

David. 
16 Some of them did what was pleasing 

to God,e 
but others multiplied sins. 

17 Hezeki'ah fortified his city, 
and brought water into the midst 

of it; 
he tunneled the sheer rock with iron 

and built pools for water. 
18 In his days Sennach'erib came up, 

and sent the Rab'shakeh;/ 
he lifted up his hand against Zion 

and made great boasts in his arro
gance. 

19 Then their hearts were shaken and 
their hands trembled, 

and they were in anguish, like 
women in travail. 

20 But they called upon the Lord who is 
merciful, 

spreading forth their hands toward 
him; 

and the Holy One quickly heard them 
from heaven, 

and delivered them by the hand of 
Isaiah. 

21 The LordN smote the camp of the As
syrians, 

and his angel wiped them out. 
22 For Hezeki'ah did what was pleasing 

to the Lord, 
and he held strongly to the ways 

of David his father, 
which Isaiah the prophet commanded, 

who was great and faithful in his 
vision. 

23 In his days the sun went back
ward, 

and he lengthened the life of the 
king. 

24 By the spirit of might he saw the last 
things, 

and comforted those who mourned 
in Zion. 

25 He revealed what was to occur to the 
end of time, 

and the hidden things before they 
came to pass. 

49 The memory of Josi'ah is like a 
blending of incense 

prepared by the art of the perfumer; 
it is sweet as honey to every mouth, 

and like music at a banquet of wine. 
2 He was led aright in converting the 

people, 
and took away the abominations of 

iniquity. 
3 He set his heart upon the Lord; 

in the days of wicked men he 
strengthened godliness. 

4 Except David and Hezeki'ah and 
Josi'ah 

they all sinned greatly, 
for they forsook the law of the Most 

High; 
the kings of Judah came to an end; 

s for they gave their power to others, 
and their glory to a foreign nation, 

6 who set fire to the chosen city of the 
sanctuary, 

and made her streets desolate, 
according to the wordh of Jeremiah. 

7 For they had afflicted him; 
yet he had been consecrated in the 

womb as prophet, 
to pluck up and afflict and destroy, 

and likewise to build and to plant. 

B It was Ezekiel who saw the vision of 
glory 

which Godi showed him above the 
chariot of the cherubim. 

9 For Godi remembered his enemies 
with storm, 

and did good to those who directed 
their ways aright.1 

10 May the bones of the twelve prophets 
revive from where they lie, 

for they comforted the people of Jacob 
and delivered them with confident 

hope. 
11 How shall we magnify Zerub'babel? 

He was like a signet on the right 
hand, 

12 and so was Jeshua the son of Jo'
zadak; 

in their days they built the house 
and raised a templek holy to the 

Lord, 
prepared for everlasting glory. 

~ Greek lacks ro God f Other authorities add and departed 
g Gk He h Gk by the hand i Gk he i The text and meaning of this verse are uncenain 
k Other authorities read people 
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13 The memory of Nehemi'ah also is 

lasting; 
he raised for us the walls that had 

fallen, 
and set up the gates and bars 

and rebuilt our ruined houses. 

14 No one like Enoch has been created 
on earth, 

for he was taken up from the earth. 
15 And no man like Joseph/ has been 

born, 
and his bones are cared for. 

16 Shem and Seth were honored among 
men, 

and Adam above every living being 
in the creation. 

50 The leader of his brethren and 
the pride of his peoplem 

was Simon the high priest, son of 
Oni'as, 

who in his life repaired the house, 
and in his time fortified the temple. 

2 He laid the foundations for the high 
double walls," 

the high retaining walls for the 
temple enclosure. 

3 In his days a cistern for water was 
quarried out,0 

a reservoir like the sea in c:rcum
ference. 

4 He considered how to save his people 
from ruin, 

and fortified the city to withstand 
a siege. 

5 How glorious he was when the people 
gathered round him 

as he came out of the inner sanc
tuary!P 

6 Like the morning star among the 
clouds, 

like the moon when it is full; 
7 like the sun shining upon the temple 

of the Most High, 
and like the rainbow gleaming in 

glorious clouds; 
8 like roses in the days of the first fruits, 

like lilies by a spring of water, 
like a green shoot on Lebanonq on 

a summer day; 
9 like fire and incense in the censer, 

like a vessel of hammered gold 

adorned with all kinds of precious 
stones; 

1 o like an olive tree putting forth its 
fruit, 

and like a cypress towering in the 
clouds. 

11 When he put on his glorious robe 
and clothed himself with superb 

perfection 
and went up to the holy altar, 

he made the court of the sanctuarv 
glorious. · 

12 And when he received the portiom 
from the hands of the priests, 

as he stood by the hearth of the 
altar 

with a garland of brethren around 
him, 

he was like a young cedar on Leb
anon; 

and they surrounded him like the 
trunks of palm trees, 

13 all the sons of Aaron in their splen
dor 

with the Lord's offering in their 
hands, 

before the whole congregation ur 
Israel. 

14 Finishing the service at the altars, 
and arranging the offering to the 

Most High, the Almighty, 
15 he reached out his hand to the cup 

and poured a libation of the blood 
of the grape; 

he poured it out at the foot of the al
tar, 

a pleasing odor to the Most High, 
the King of all. 

16 Then the sons of Aaron shouted, 
they sounded the trumpets of ham

mered work, 
they made a great noise to be he:ml 

for remembrance before the Mo>t 
High. 

17 Then all the people together made 
haste 

and fell to the ground upon their 
faces 

to worship their Lord, 
the Almighty, God Most High. 

18 And the singers praised him with 
their voices 

in sweet and full-toned melody.' 
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19 And the people besought the Lord 

Most High 
in prayer before him who is merci

ful, 
till the order of worship of the Lord 

was ended; 
so they completed his service. 

20 Then Simons came down, and lifted 
up his hands 

over the whole congregation of the 
sons of Israel, 

to pronounce the blessing of the Lord 
with his lips, 

and to glory in his name; 
21 and they bowed down in worship a 

second time, 
to receive the blessing from the 

Most High. 

22 And now bless the God of all, 
who in every way does great things; 

who exalts our days from birth, 
and deals with us according to his 

mercy. 
23 May he give us' gladness of heart, 

and grant that peace may be in our 
days in Israel, 

as in the days of old. 
24 May he entrust to us his mercy! 

And let him deliver us in ouru 
days! 

25 With two nations my soul is vexed, 
and the third is no nation: 

26 Those who live on Mount Se'ir,v and 
the Philistines, 

and the foolish people that dwell in 
Shechem. 

27 Instruction in understanding and 
knowledge 

I have written in this book, 
Jesus the son of Sirach, son of Elea'

zar,w of Jerusalem, 
who out of his heart poured forth 

wisdom. 
28 Blessed is he who concerns himself 

with these things, 
and he who lays them to heart will 

become wise. 
29 For if he does them, he will be strong 

for all things, 
for the light of the Lord is his 

path. 

.f Gk he I Other authorities read you 

51 I will give thanks to thee, 0 Lord 
and King, 

and will praise thee as God my 
Saviour. 

I give thanks to thy name, 
2 for thou hast been my protector 

and helper 
and hast delivered my body from de

struction 
and from the snare of a slanderous 

tongue, 
from lips that utter lies. 

Before those who stood by 
thou wast my helper, 3 and didst 

deliver me, 
in the greatness of thy mercy and 

of thy name, 
from the gnashings of teeth about to 

devour me,x 
from the hand of those who sought 

my life, 
frnm the many afflictions that I en

dured, 
4 from choking fire on every side 

and from the midst of fire which I 
did not kindle, 

s from the depths of the belly of 
Hades, 

from an unclean tongue and lying 
words-

6 the slander of an unrighteous tongue 
to the king. 

l\,\y soul drew near to death, 
and my life was very near to Hades 

beneath. 
7 They surrounded me on every side, 

and there was no one to help me; 
I looked for the assistance of men, 

and there was none. 
B Then I remembered thy mercy, 0 

Lord, 
and thy work from of old, 

that thou dost deliver those who wait 
for thee 

and dost save them from the hand 
of their enemies. 

9 And I sent up my supplication from 
the earth, 

and prayed for deliverance from 
death. 

10 I appealed to the Lord, the Father 
of my lord, 

not to forsake me in the days of 
affliction, 

u Other 11.uthoritic11 read his v Heb Vg: Gk on the mountain of Samaria 
w The tCJl.t of this line ie uncertain x Cn Compare Vg: Gk when I was about to be detJoured 
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at the time when there is no help 

against the proud. 
11 I will praise thy name continually, 

and will sing praise with thanks
giving. 

My prayer was heard, 
12 for thou did~t save me from de

struction 
and rescue me from an evil plight. 

Therefore I will give thanks to thee 
and praise thee, 

and I will bless the name of the 
Lord. 

13 While I was still young, before I went 
on my travels, 

I sought wisdom openly in my 
prayer. 

14 Before the temple I asked for her, 
and I will search for her to the last. 

15 From blossom toY ripening grape 
my heart delighted in her; 

my foot entered upon the straight 
path; 

from my youth I followed her 
steps. 

16 I inclined my ear a little and received 
her, 

and I found for myself much in
struction. 

17 I made progress therein; 
to him who gives me wisdom I will 

give glory. 
18 For I resolved to live according to 

wisdom,z 
and I was zealous for the good; 
and I shall never be put to shame. 

19 My soul grappled with wisdom,' 
and in my conduct I was strict;0 

I spread out my hands to the heavens, 

and lamented my ignorance of her. 
20 I directed my soul to her, 

and through purification I found 
her. 

I gained understandingb with her 
from the first, 

therefore I will not be forsaken. 
21 My heart was stirred to seek her, 

therefore I have gained a good pos
session. 

22 The Lord gave me a tongue as my 
reward, 

and I will praise him with it. 

23 Draw near to me, you who are un
taught, 

and lodge in my school. 
24 Why do you say you are lacking in 

these things,< 
and why are your souls very thirsty? 

25 I opened my mouth and said, 
Get these thingsd for yourselves 

without money. 
26 Put your neck under the yoke, 

and let your souls receive instruc
tion; 

it is to be found close by. 
27 See with your eyes that I have la

bored little 
and found for myself much rest. 

28 Get instruction with a large sum of 
silver, 

and you will gain by it much gold. 
29 May your soul rejoice in his mercy, 

and may you not be put to shame 
when you praise him. 

30 Do your work before the appointed 
time, 

and in God's• time he will give you 
your reward. 

BARUCH 

1 These are the words of the book 
which Baruch the son of Nera'iah, 

son of Mahsei'ah, son of Zedeki'ah, son 
of Hasadi'ah, son of Hilki'ah, wrote in 
Babylon, 2 in the fifth year, on the 
seventh day of the month, at the time 
when the Chalde'ans took Jerusalem and 

burned it with fire. 3And Baruch read the 
words of this book in the hearing of 
Jeconi'ah the son of Jehoi'akim, king 
of Judah, and in the hearing of all the 
people who came to hear the book, 
4 and in the hearing of the mighty 
men and the princes, and in the hearing 

>' Other authorities read As from z Gk her a The Greek text of this line is uncertain b Gk heart 
c Cn Compare Heb S)T: The Greek text of this line is uncertain d Greek lacks thes~ things 
eGkhis 
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of the elders, and in the hearing of all 17 because we have sinned before the 
the people, small and great, all who Lord, 18 and have disobeyed him, and 
dwelt in Babylon by the river Sud. have not heeded the voice of the Lord 

S Then they wept, and fasted, and our God, to walk in the statutes of the 
prayed before the Lord; 6 and they Lord which he set before us. 19 From the 
collected money, each giving what he day when the Lord brought our fathers 
could; 7 and they sent it to Jerusalem out of the land of Egypt until today, 
to Jehoi'akim the high priest,0 the son we have been disobedient to the Lord 
of Hilki'ah, son of Shallum, and to the our God, and we have been negligent, 
priests, and to all the people who were in not heeding his voice. 20 So to this 
present with him in Jerusalem. BAt the day there have clung to us the calamities 
same time, on the tenth day of Sivan, and the curse which the Lord declared 
Baruchb took the vessels of the house of through Moses his servant at the time 
the Lord, which had been carried away when he brought our fathers out of the 
from the temple, to return them to the land of Egypt to give to us a land flow
land of Judah-the silver vessels which ing with milk and honey. 21 We did not 
Zedeki'ah the son of Josi'ah, king of heed the voice of the Lord our God in 
Judah, had made, 9 after Nebuchad- all the words of the prophets whom he 
nez'zar king of Babylon had carried sent to us, but we each followed the 
away from Jerusalem Jeconi'ah and the intent of his own wicked heart by 
princes and the prisoners and the mighty serving other gods and doing what is 
men and the people of the land, and evil in the sight of the Lord our God. 
brought them to Babylon. 2 " 'So the Lord confirmed his word, 

10 And they said: "Herewith we send which he spoke against us, and 
you money; so buy with the money against our judges who judged Israel, 
burnt offerings and sin offerings and and against our kings and against our 
incense, and prepare a cereal offering, princes and against the men of Israel 
and offer them upon the altar of the and Judah. 2 Under the whole heaven 
Lord our God; 11 and pray for the life there has not been done the like of 
of Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon, what he has done in Jerusalem, in ac
and for the life of Belshaz'zar his son, cordance with what is written in the 
that their days on earth may be like the law of Moses, 3 that we should eat, one 
days of heaven. 12And the Lord will the flesh of his son and another the 
give us strength, and he will give light flesh of his daughter. 4And he gave them 
to our eyes, and we shall live under the into subjection to all the kingdoms 
protection< of Nebuchadnez'zar king around us, to be a reproach and a 
of Babylon, and under the protection< desolation among all the surrounding 
of Belshaz'zar his son, and we shall peoples, where the Lord has scattered 
serve them many days and find favor them. 5 They were brought low and 
in their sight. DAnd pray for us to the not raised up, because we sinned against 
Lord our God, for we have sinned the Lord our God, in not heeding his 
against the Lord our God, and to this voice. 
day the anger of the Lord and his 6 " 'Righteousness belongs to the 
wrath have not turned away from us. Lord our God, but confusion of face 
14And you shall read this book which to us and our fathers, as at this day. 
we are sending you, to make your 7All those calamities with which the 
confession in the house of the Lord on Lord threatened us have come upon 
the days of the feasts and at appointed us. B Yet we have not entreated the 
seasons. favor of the Lord by turning away, 

15 "And you shall say: 'Righteous- each of us, from the thoughts of his 
ness belongs to the Lord our God, wicked heart. 9And the Lord has kept 
but confusion of face, as at this day, the calamities ready, and the Lord has 
to us, to the men of Judah, to the in- brought them upon us, for the Lord is 
habitants of Jerusalem, 16 and to our righteous in all his works which he has 
kings and our princes and our priests commanded us to do. 10 Yet we have 
and our prophets and our fathers, not obeyed his voice, to walk in the 
a Gk 1he prim b Gk he c Gk in 1he shadow 
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statutes of the Lord which he set before that the bones of our kings and the 
us. bones of our fathers would be brought 

11 "'And now, 0 Lord God of out of their graves;• 25 and behold, they 
Israel, who didst bring thy people out have been cast out to the heat of day and 
of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand the frost of night. They perished in great 
and with signs and wonders and with misery, by famine and sword and pesti
great power and outstretched arm, and Jenee. 26And the house which is called 
hast made thee a name, as at this day, by thy name thou hast made as it is 
12 we have sinned, we have been ungodly, today, because of the wickedness of 
we have done wrong, 0 Lord our God, the house of Israel and the house of 
against all thy ordinances. 13 Let thy Judah. 
anger turn away from us, for we are 27 "'Yet thou hast dealt with us, 
left, few in number, among the nations 0 Lord our God, in all thy kindness 
where thou hast scattered us. 14 Hear, and in all thy great compassion, 28 as 
0 Lord, our prayer and our supplica- thou didst speak by thy servant Moses 
tion, and for thy own sake deliver us, on the day when thou didst command 
and grant us favor in the sight of those him to write thy law ir. the presence of 
who have carried us into exile; 15 that the people of Israel, saying, 29 "If you 
all the earth may know that thou art will not obey my voice, this very great 
the Lord our God, for Israel and his multitude will surely tum into a small 
descendants are called by thy name. number among the nations, where I will 
16 0 Lord, look down from thy holy scatter them. 30 For I know that they 
habitation, and consider us. Incline will not obey me, for they are a stiff
thy ear, 0 Lord, and hear; 17 open necked people. But in the land of their 
thy eyes, 0 Lord, and see; for the dead exile they will come to themselves, 
who are in Hades, whose spirit has 31 and they will know that I am the 
been taken from their bodies, will not Lord their God. I will give them a heart 
ascribe glory or justice to the Lord, that obeys and ears that hear; 32 and 
18 but the person that is greatly dis- they will praise me in the land of their 
tressed,d that goes about bent over and exile, and will remember my name, 
feeble, and the eyes that are failing, and 33 and will tum from their stubbornness 
the person that hungers, will ascribe to and their wicked deeds; for they will 
thee glory and righteousness, 0 Lord. remember the ways of their fathers, who 
19 For it is not because of any righteous sinned before the Lord. 34 I will bring 
deeds of our fathers or our kings that them again into the land which I swore 
we bring before thee our prayer for to give to their fathers, to Abraham and 
mercy, 0 Lord our God. 20 For thou to Isaac and to Jacob, and they will 
hast sent thy anger and thy wrath rule over it; and I will increase them, 
upon us, as thou didst declare by thy and they will not be diminished. JS I 
servants the prophets, saying: 21 '·Thus will make an everlasting covenant with 
says the Lord: Bend your shoulders them to be their God and they shall be 
and serve the king of Babylon, and you my people; and I will never again remove 
will remain in the land which I gave to my people Israel from the land which I 
your fathers. 22 But if you will not obey have given them." 
the voice of the Lord and will not serve 3 " 'O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, 
the king of Babylon, 23 I will make to the soul in anguish and the wearied 
cease from the cities of Judah and from spirit cry out to thee. 2 Hear, 0 Lord, 
the region about Jerusalem the voice and have mercy, for we have sinned be
of mirth and the voice of gladness, the fore thee. 3 For thou art enthroned for 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice ever, and we are perishing for ever. 
of the bride, and the whole land will be 4 0 Lord Almighty, God of Israel, hear 
a desolation without inhabitants." now the prayer of the dead of Israel and 

24 " 'But we did not obey thy voice, of the sons of those who sinned before 
to serve the king of Babylon; and thou thee, who did not heed the voice of the 
hast confirmed thy words, which thou Lord their God, so that calamities 
didst speak by thy servants the prophets, have clung to us. 5 Remember not the 
d The meaning of the Greek is uncertain e Gk cheir place 



Israel recalled to Wisdom 111 BARUCH 3 
iniquities of our fathers, but in this 
crisis remember thy power and thy 
name. 6 For thou art the Lord our God, 
and thee, 0 Lord, will we praise. 7 For 
thou hast put the fear of thee in our 
hearts in order that we should call upon 
thy name; and we will praise thee in our 
exile, for we have put away from our 
hearts all the iniquity of our fathers who 
sinned before thee. 8 Behold, we are 
today in our exile where thou hast scat
tered us, to be reproached and cursed 
and punished for all the iniquities of 
our fathers who forsook the Lord our 
God.'" 

9 Hear the commandments of life, 0 
Israel; 

give ear, and learn wisdom! 
10 Why is it, 0 Israel, why is it that you 

are in the land of your enemies, 
that you are growing old in a for

eign country, 
that you are defiled with the dead, 

11 that you are counted among tho~e 
in Hades? 

12 You have forsaken the fountain of 
wisdom. 

13 If you had walked in the way of God, 
you would be dwelling in peace for 

ever. 
14 Learn where there is wisdom, 

where there is strength, 
where there is understanding, 

that you may at the same time discern 
where there is length of days, and 

life, 
where there is light for the eyes, 

and peace. 

15 Who has found her place? 
And who has entered her store

houses? 
16 Where are the princes of the nations, 

and those who rule over the beasts 
on the eanh; 

17 those who have sport with the birds 
of the air, 

and who hoard up silver and gold, 
in which men trust, 

and there is no end to their getting; 
18 those who scheme to get silver, and 

are anxious, 
whose labors are beyond measure? 

19 They have vanished and gone down 
to Hades, 

f Other authorities read rheir 

and others have arisen in their 
place. 

20 Young men have seen the light of day, 
and have dwelt upon the earth; 

but they have not learned the way to 
knowledge, 

nor understood her paths, 
nor laid hold of her. 

21 Their sons have strayed far from her/ 
way. 

22 She has not been heard of in Canaan, 
nor seen in Teman; 

23 the sons of Hagar, who seek for under
standing on the earth, 

the merchants of Merran and Te
man, 

the story-tellers and the seekers for 
understanding, 

have not learned the way to wisdom, 
nor given thought to her paths. 

24 0 Israel, how great is the house of 
God! 

And how vast the territory that he 
possesses! 

25 It is great and has no bounds; 
it is high and immeasurable. 

26 The giants were born there, who were 
famous of old, 

great in stature, expert in war. 
27 God did not choose them, 

nor give them the way to knowl
edge; 

28 so they perished because they had no 
wisdom, 

they perished through their folly. 
29 Who has gone up into heaven, and 

taken her, 
and brought her down from the 

clouds? 
30 Who has gone over the sea, and found 

her, 
and will buy her for pure gold? 

31 No one knows the way to her, 
or is concerned about the path to 

her. 
32 But he who knows all things knows 

her, 
he found her by his understanding. 

He who prepared the earth for all 
time 

filled it with four-footed creatures; 
33 he who sends forth the light, and it 

goes, 
called it, and it obeyed him in fear; 
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but I sent them away with weeping 

and sorrow. 
34 the stars shone in their watches, and 

were glad; 
he called them, and they said, 

"Here we are!" 
They shone with gladness for him 

who made them. 
35 This is our God; 

no other can be compared to him! 
36 He found the whole way to knowl

edge, 
and gave her to Jacob his servant 
and to Israel whom he loved. 

37 Afterward she appeared upon earth 
and lived among men. 

4 She is the book of the command
ments of God, 
and the law that endures for ever. 

All who hold her fast will live, 
and those who forsake her will die. 

2 Turn, 0 Jacob, and take her; 
walk toward the shining of her 

light. 
3 Do not give your glory to another, 

or your advantages to an alien peo
ple. 

4 Happy are we, 0 Israel, 
for we know what is pleasing to 

God. 

s Take courage, my people, 
0 memorial of Israel! 

6 It was not for destruction 
that you were sold to the nations, 

but you were handed over to your 
enemies 

because you angered God. 
7 For you provoked him who made 

you, 
by sacrificing to demons and not to 

God. 
8 You forgot the everlasting God, who 

brought you up, 
and you grieved Jerusalem, who 

reared you. 
9 For she saw the wrath that came upon 

you from God, 
and she said: 

"Hearken, you neighbors of Zion, 
God has brought great sorrow upon 

me; 
10 for I have seen the captivity of my 

sons and daughters, 
which the Everlasting brought up

on them. 
11 With joy I nurtured them, 
g Or from the Everlasting, your Savior 

12 Let no one rejoice over me, a widow 
and bereaved of many; 

I was left desolate because of the sins 
of my children, 

because they turned away from the 
law of God. 

13 They had no regard for his statutes; 
they did not walk in the ways of 

God's commandments, 
nor tread the paths of discipline in 

his righteousness. 
14 Let the neighbors of Zion come; 

remember the capture of my sons 
and daughters, 

which the Everlasting brought up
on them. 

IS For he brought against them a nation 
from afar, 

a shameless nation, of a strange lan
guage, 

who had no respect for an old man, 
and had no pity for a child. 

16 They led away the widow's beloved 
sons, 

and bereaved the lonely woman of 
her daughters. 

17 "But I, how can I help you? 
18 For he who brought these calamities 

upon you 
will deliver you from the hand of 

your enemies. 
19 Go, my children, go; 

for I have been left desolate. 
20 I have taken off the robe of peace 

and put on the sackcloth of my 
supplication; 

I will cry to the Everlasting all my 
days. 

21 "Take courage, my children, cry to 
God, 

and he will deliver you from the 
power and hand of the enemy. 

22 For I have put my hope in the Ever
lasting to save you, 

and joy has come to me from the 
Holy One, 

because of the mercy which soon will 
come to you 

from your everlasting Savior.g 
23 For I sent you out with sorrow and 

weeping, 
but God will give you back to me 
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and for a long time she will be 

inhabited by demons. 
with joy and gladness for ever. 

24 For as the neighbors of Zion have 
now seen your capture, 

so they soon will see your salvation 
by God, 

which will come to you with great 
glory 

and with the splendor of the Ever
lasting. 

25 My children, endure with patience 
the wrath that has come upon 
you from God. 

Your enemy has overtaken you, 
but you will soon see their destruc

tion 
and will tread upon their necks. 

26 My tender sons have traveled rough 
roads; 

they were taken away like a flock 
carried off by the enemy. 

27 "Take courage, my children, and cry 
to God, 

for you will be remembered by him 
who brought this upon you. 

2B For just as you purposed to go astray 
from God, 

return with tenfold zeal to seek 
him. 

29 For he who brought these calamities 
upon you 

will bring you everlasting joy with 
your salvation." 

30 Take courage, 0 Jerusalem, 
for he who named you will comfort 

you. 
31 Wretched will be those who afflicted 

you 
and rejoiced at your fall. 

J2 Wretched will be the cities which 
your children served as slaves; 

wretched will be the city which 
received your sons. 

JJ For just as she rejoiced at your fall 
and was glad for your ruin, 
so she will be grieved at her own 

desolation. 
J4 And I will take away her pride in her 

great population, 
and her insolence will be turned to 

grief. 
JS For fire will come upon her from the 

Everlasting for many days, 

36 Look toward the east, 0 Jerusalem, 
and see the joy that is coming to 

you from God! 
37 Behold, your sons are coming, whom 

you sent away; 
they are coming, gathered from east 

and west, 
at the word of the Holy One, 

rejoicing in the glory of God. 

5 Take off the garment of your sor
row and affliction, 0 Jerusalem, 
and put on for ever the beauty of 

the glory from God. 
2 Put on the robe of the righteousness 

from God; 
put on your head the diadem of the 

glory of the Everlasting. 
3 For God will show your splendor 

everywhere under heaven. 
4 For your name will for ever be called 

by God, 
"Peace of righteousness and glory 

of godliness." 

5 Arise, 0 Jerusalem, stand upon the 
height 

and look toward the east, 
and see your children gathered from 

west and east, 
at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered 

them. 
6 For they went forth from you on foot, 

led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, 

carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
7 For God has ordered that every high 

mountain and the everlasting 
hills be made low 

and the valleys filled up, to make 
level ground, 

so that Israel may walk safely in the 
glory of God. 

B The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God's com

mand. 
9 For God will lead Israel with joy, 

in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness 

that come from him. 



THE LETTER OF JEREMIAH 
(BARUCH CH. 6) 

6h A copy of a letter which Jeremiah 
sent to those who were to be taken 

to Babylon as captives by the king of 
the Babylonians, to give them the mes
sage which God had commanded him. 

2 Because of the sins which you have 
committed before God, you will be taken 
to Babylon as captives by Nebuchad
nez'zar, king of the Babylonians. 3 There
fore when you have come to Babylon 
you will remain there for many years, 
for a long time, up to seven generations; 
after that I will bring you away from 
there in peace. 4 Now in Babylon you 
will see gods made of silver and gold 
and wood, which are carried on men's 
shoulders and inspire fear in the heathen. 
5 So take care not to become at all like 
the foreigners or to let fear for these 
godsi possess you, when you see the 
multirude before and behind them wor
shiping them. 6But say in your heart, 
"It is thou, 0 Lord, whom we must 
worship." 7 For my angel is with you, 
and he is watching your lives. 

8 Their tongues are smoothed by the 
craftsman, and they themselves are over
laid with gold and silver; but they are 
false and cannot speak. 9 Peoplei take 
gold and make crowns for the heads of 
their gods, as they would for a girl who 
loves ornaments; 10 and sometimes the 
priests secretly take gold and silver from 
their gods and spend it upon themselves, 
11 and even give some of it to the harlots 
in the brothel. They deck their godsk 
out with garments like men-these gods 
of silver and gold and wood, 12 which 
cannot save themselves from rust and 
corrosion. When they have been dressed 
in purple robes, 13 their faces are wiped 
because of the dust from the temple, 
which is thick upon them. 14 Like a local 
ruler the godl holds a sceptre, though 
unable to destroy any one who offends 
it. 15 It has a dagger in its right hand, and 
has an axe; but it cannot save itself from 
war and robbers. 16 Therefore they evi
dently are not gods; so do not fear them. 

17 For just as one's dish is useless 
when it is broken, so are the gods of the 
heathen,m when they have been set up 
in the temples. Their eyes are full of the 
dust raised by the feet of those who 
enter. IBAnd just as the gates are shut 
on every side upon a man who has 
offended a king, as though he were sen
tenced to death, so the priests make their 
temples secure with doors and locks and 
bars, in order that they may not be 
plundered by robbers. 19 They light 
lamps, .:ven more than they light for 
themselves, though their gods" can see 
none of them. 20 They areo just like a 
beam of the temple, but men say their 
hearts have melted, when worms from 
the earth devour them and their robes. 
They do not notice 21 when their faces 
have been blackened by the smoke of 
the temple. 22 Bats, swallows, and birds 
light on their bodies and heads; and so 
do cats. 23 From this you will know that 
they are not gods; so do not fear them. 

24 As for the gold which they wear 
for beauty-they will not shine unless 
some one wipes off the rust; for even 
when they were being cast, they had no 
feeling. 25 They are bought at any cost, 
but there is no breath in them. 26 Having 
no feet, they are carried on men's shoul
ders, revealing to mankind their worth
lessness. 27 And those who serve them 
are ashamed because through them these 
godsn are made to stand, lest they fall 
to the ground. If any one sets one of 
them upright, it cannot move of itself; 
and if it is tipped over, it cannot 
straighten itself; but gifts are placed 
before them just as before the dead. 
28 The priests sell the sacrifices that are 
offered to these godsP and use the money; 
and likewise their wives preserve some 
with salt, but give none to the poor or 
helpless. 29 Sacrifices to them may be 
touched by women in menstruation or 
at childbirth. Since you know by these 
things that they are not gods, do not 
fear them. 

hThc Kin~ Jame~ Vcr<>ion, an:orJing with Ca1holic praclu.:c, print\ the Lcu..:r of Jcrcmiah as Chapter b or the Hook,,! 
Baruch, and the chapter and verse number-, arc hen: rc1amcd. In 1hc Greek Scptuagin1, 1hc Lener I'> sl!'par:ueJ fn1m 
Haruch by the Book of Lamentations. i Gk/or them j Gk They k Gk chem I Gk he m Gk of them 
n Gk they o Gk It is P Gk to them 
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Idols cannot be gods 115 LETTER OF JEREMIAH 
30 For why should they be called after. 48 For when war or calamity comes 

gods? Women serve meals for gods of upon them, the priests consult together 
silver and gold and wood; 31 and in their as to where they can hide themselves and 
temples the priests sit with their clothes their gods.' 49 How then can one fail to 
rent, their heads and beards shaved, and see that these are not gods, for they 
their heads uncovered. 32 They howl and cannot save themselves from war or 
shout before their gods as some do at a calamity? so Since they are made of 
funeral feast for a man who has died. wood and overlaid with gold and silver, 
33 The priests take some of the clothing it will afterward be known that they are 
of their godsq to clothe their wives and false. 51 It will be manifest to all the 
children. 34 Whether one does evil to nations and kings that they are not gods 
them or good, they will not be able to but the work of men's hands, and that 
repay it. They cannot set up a king or there is no work of God in them. 52 Who 
depose one. 35 Likewise they are not then can fail to know that they are not 
able to give either wealth or money; if gods?u 
one makes a vow to them and does not 53 For they cannot set up a king over 
keep it, they will not require it. 36 They a country or give rain to men. 54 They 
cannot save a man from death or rescue cannot judge their own cause or deliver 
the weak from the strong. 37 They can- one who is wronged, for they have no 
not restore sight to a blind man; they power; they are like crows between 
cannot rescue a man who is in distress. heaven and earth. ss When fire breaks 
.lH They cannot take pity on a widow or out in a temple of wooden gods overlaid 
do good to an orphan. 39 These things with gold or silver, their priests will flee 
that are made of wood and overlaid and escape, but the gods• will be burnt 
with gold and silver are like stones from in two like beams. 56 Besides, they can 
the mountain, and those who serve them offer no resistance to a king or any 
will be put to shame. 40 Why then must enemies. Why then must any one admit 
any one think that they are gods, or call or think that they are gods? 
them gods? 57 Gods made of wood and overlaid 

Besides, even the Chalde'ans them- with silver and gold are not able to save 
selves dishonor them; 4 Ifor when they themselves from thieves and robbers. 
see a dumb man, who cannot speak, 58 Strong men will strip them of their 
they bring him and pray Belr that the gold and silver and of the robes they 
man may speak, as though Bel• were wear, and go off with this booty, and 
able to understand. 42 Yet they them- they will not be able to help themselves. 
selves cannot perceive this and abandon 59 So it is better to be a king who shows 
them, for they have no sense. 43And the his courage, or a household utensil that 
women, with cords about them, sit along serves its owner's need, than to be these 
the passageways, burning bran for in- false gods; better even the door of a 
cense; and when one of them is led off house that protects its contents, than 
by one of the passers-by and is lain with, these false gods; better also a wooden 
she derides the woman next to her, pillar in a palace, than these false 
because she was not as attractive as gods. 
herself and her cord was not broken. 60 For sun and moon and stars, 
44 Whatever is done for them is false. shining and sent forth for service, are 
Why then must any one think that they obedient. 61 So also the lightning, when 
are gods, or call them gods? it flashes, is widely seen; and the wind 

45 They are made by carpenters and likewise blows in every land. 62 When 
goldsmiths; they can be nothing but God commands the clouds to go over 
what the craftsmen wish them to be. the whole world, they carry out his com-
46 The men that make them will cer- mand. 63And the fire sent from above 
tainly not live very long themselves; how to consume mountains and woods does 
then can the things that are made by what it is ordered. But these idolsw are 
them be gods? 47 They have left only not to be compared with them in appear
lies and reproach for those who come ance or power. 64 Therefore one must 
q Gk 1hem r Or they bring Bel and pray s Gk he t Gk rhenr 
u The Greek text of this verse is uncertain v Gk they w Gk these things 



LEITER OF JEREMIAH 116 Forswear idolatry 
not think that they are gods nor call 
them gods, for they are not able either 
to decide a case or to do good to men. 
65 Since you know then that they are not 
gods, do not fear them. 

66 For they can neither curse nor 
bless kings; 67 they cannot show signs 
in the heavens andx among the nations, 
or shine like the sun or give light like the 
moon. 68 The wild beasts are better than 
they are, for they can flee to cover and 
help themselves. 69 So we have no evi
dence whatever that they are gods; 
therefore do not fear them. 

70 Like a scarecrow in a cucumber 
bed, that guards nothing, so are their 
gods of wood, overlaid with gold and 
silver. 71 In the same way, their gods of 
wood, overlaid with gold and silver, are 
like a thorn bush in a garden, on which 
every bird sits; or like a dead body cast 
out in the darkness. 72 By the purple and 
linenY that rot upon them you will know 
that they are not gods; and they will 
finally themselves be consumed, and be 
a reproach in the land. 73 Better there
fore is a just man who has no idols, for 
he will be far from reproach. 

THE PRAYER OF AZARIAH 
AND THE SONG OF THE 

THREE YOUNG MEN 
Additions to Daniel, inserted between 3.23 and 3.24 

And they walked about in the midst 
of the flames, singing hymns to God 
and blessing the Lord. 2 Then Azari'ah 
stood and offered this prayer; in the 
midst of the fire he opened his mouth 
and said: 
3 "Blessed art thou, 0 Lord, God of our 

fathers, and worthy of praise; 
and thy name is glorified for ever. 

4 For thou art just in all that thou hast 
done to us, 

and all thy works are true and thy 
ways right, 

and all thy judgments are truth. 
s Thou hast executed true judgments in 

all that thou hast brought upon 
us 

and upon Jerusalem, the holy cicy of 
our fathers, 

for in truth and justice thou hast 
brought all this upon us because 
of our sins. 

6 For we have sinfully and lawlessly de
parted from thee, 

and have sinned in all things and 
have not obeyed thy command
ments; 

7 we have not observed them or done 
them, 

as thou hast commanded us that it 
might go well with us. 

8 So all that thou hast brought upon us, 
and all that thou hast done to us, 
thou hast done in true judgment. 

9 Thou hast given us into the hands of 
lawless enemies, most hateful 
rebels, 

and to an unjust king, the most 
wicked in all the world. 

10 And now we cannot open our mouths; 
shame and disgrace have befallen 

thy servants and worshipers. 
11 For thy name's sake do not give us up 

utterly, 
and do not break thy covenant, 

12 and do not withdraw thy mercy 
from us, 

for the sake of Abraham thy beloved 
and for the sake of Isaac thy serv

ant 
and Israel thy holy one, 

13 to whom thou didst promise 
to make their descendants as many 

as the stars of heaven 
x Other ancient authorities omit and Y Cn: Gk marble, Syr silk 



"Bless the Lord" 117 THE THREE YOUNG MEN 
and as the sand on the shore of the 

sea. 
14 For we, 0 Lord, have become fewer 

than any nation, 
and are brought low this day in all 

the world because of our sins. 
15 And at this time there is no prince, 

or prophet, or leader, 
no burnt offering, or sacrifice, or 

oblation, or incense, 
no place to make an offering before 

thee or to find mercy. 
16 Yet with a contrite heart and a hum

ble spirit may we be accepted, 
as though it were with burnt offer

ings of rams and bulls, 
and with tens of thousands of fat 

lambs; 
17 such may our sacrifice be in thy 

sight this day, 
and may we wholly follow thee, 
for there will be no shame for those 

who trust in thee. 
18 And now with all our heart we follow 

thee, 
we fear thee and seek thy face. 

19 Do not put us to shame, 
but deal with us in thy forbearance 
and in thy abundant mercy. 

20 Deliver us in accordance with thy 
marvelous works, 

and give glory to thy name, 0 
Lord! 

Let all who do harm to thy servants 
be put to shame; 

21 let them be disgraced and deprived 
of all power and dominion, 

and let their strength be broken. 
22 Let them know that thou art the Lord, 

the only God, 
glorious over the whole world." 

23 Now the king's servants who threw 
them in did not cease feeding the furnace 
fires with naphtha, pitch, tow, and 
brush. 24And the flame streamed out 
above the furnace forty-nine cubits, 
25 and it broke through and burned 
those of the Chalde'ans whom it caught 
about the furnace. 26 But the angel of 
the Lord came down into the furnace to 
be with Azari'ah and his companions, 
and drove the fiery flame out of the 
furnace, 27 and made the midst of the 
furnace like a moist whistling wind, so 
that the fire did not touch them at all 
or hurt or trouble them. 

28 Then the three, as with one mouth, 

praised and glorified and blessed God 
in the furnace, saying: 
29 "Blessed art thou, 0 Lord, God of 

our fathers, 
and to be praised and highly exalted 

for ever; 
30 And blessed is thy glorious, holy name 

and to be highly praised and highly 
exalted for ever; 

31 Blessed art thou in the temple of thy 
holy glory 

and to be extolled and highly glori
fied for ever. 

32 Blessed art thou, who sittest upon 
cherubim and lookest upon the 
deeps, 

and to be praised and highly exalted 
for ever. 

33 Blessed art thou upon the throne of 
thy kingdom 

and to be extolled and highly ex
alted for ever. 

34 Blessed art thou in the firmament of 
heaven 

and to be sung and glorified for 
ever. 

35 "Bless the Lord, all works of the 
Lord, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

36 Bless the Lord, you heavens, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
37 Bless the Lord, you angels of the 

Lord, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
38 Bless the Lord, all waters above the 

heaven, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
39 Bless the Lord, all powers, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

40 Bless the Lord, sun and moon, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
41 Bless the Lord, stars of heaven, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

42 Bless the Lord, all rain and dew, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
43 Bless the Lord, all winds, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 
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sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
44 Bless the Lord, fire and heat, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

45 Bless the Lord, winter cold and sum
mer heat, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

46 Bless the Lord, dews and snows, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
47 Bless the Lord, nights and days, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

48 Bless the Lord, light and darkness, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
49 Bless the Lord, ice and cold, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

50 Bless the Lord, frosts and snows, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
51 Bless the Lord, lightnings and clouds, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

52 Let the earth bless the Lord; 
let it sing praise to him and highly 

exalt him for ever. 
53 Bless the Lord, mountains and hills, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

54 Bless the Lord, all things that grow 
on the earth, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

55 Bless the Lord, you springs, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
56 Bless the Lord, seas and rivers, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

57 Bless the Lord, you whales and all 
creatures that move in the waters, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

58 Bless the Lord, all birds of the air, 

59 Bless the Lord, all beasts and cattle, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
60 Bless the Lord, you sons of men, 

sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever. 

61 Bless the Lord, 0 Israel, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
62 Bless the Lord, you priests of the 

Lord, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
63 Bless the Lord, you servants of the 

Lord, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
64 Bless the Lord, spirits and souls of 

the righteous, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
65 Bless the Lord, you who are holy and 

humble in heart, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever. 
66 Bless the Lord, Hanani'ah, Azari'ah, 

and Mish'a-el, 
sing praise to him and highly exalt 

him for ever; 
for he has rescued us from Hades and 

saved us from the hand of 
death, 

and delivered us from the midst of 
the burning fiery furnace; 

from the midst of the fire he has 
delivered us. 

67 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good, 

for his mercy endures for ever. 
68 Bless him, all who worship the Lord, 

the God of gods, 
sing praise to him and give thanks 

to him, 
for his mercy endures for ever." 



SUSANNA 
(DANIEL CH. 13) 

'There was a man living in Babylon 
whose name was Jo'akim. 2And he took 
a wife named Susanna, the daughter of 
Hilki'ah, a very beautiful woman and one 
who feared the Lord. J Her parents were 
righteous, and had taught their daughter 
according to the law of Moses. 4 Jo'akim 
was very rich, and had a spacious garden 
adjoining his house; and the Jews used 
to come to him because he was the most 
honored of them all. 

5 In that year two elders from the 
people were appointed as judges. Con
cerning them the Lord had said: "In
iquity came forth from Babylon, from 
elders who were judges, who were 
supposed to govern the people." 6 These 
men were frequently at Jo'akim's house, 
and all who had suits at law came to 
them. 

7 When the people departed at noon, 
Susanna would go into her husband's 
garden to walk. s The two elders used 
to see her every day, going in and walk
ing about, and they began to desire 
her. 9And they perverted their minds 
and turned away their eyes from looking 
to Heaven or remembering righteous 
judgments. 10 Both were overwhelmed 
with passion for her, but they did not 
tell each other of their distress, 11 for 
they were ashamed to disclose their 
lustful desire to possess her. I ZAnd they 
watched eagerly, day after day, to see 
her. 

13 They said to each other, "Let us 
go home, for it is mealtime." 14And when 
they went out, they parted from each 
other. But turning back, they met again; 
and when each pressed the other for the 
reason, they confessed their lust. And 
then together they arranged for a time 
when they could find her alone. 

15 Once, while they were watching 
for an opportune day, she went in as 
before with only two maids, and wished 
to bathe in the garden, for it was very 
hot. l<>And no one was there except the 
two ciders, who had hid themselves and 
were watching her. 17 She said to her 
maids, "Bring me oil and ointments, and 

shut the garden doors so that I may 
bathe." 18 They did as she said, shut the 
garden doors, and went out by the side 
doors to bring what they had been 
commanded; and they did not see the 
elders, because they were hidden. 

19 When the maids had gone out, the 
two elders rose and ran to her, and said: 
20 "Look, the garden doors are shut, no 
one sees us, and we are in love with you; 
so give your consent, and lie with us. 
21 If you refuse, we will testify against 
you that a young man was with you, and 
this was why you sent your maids away." 

22 Susanna sighed deeply, and said, 
"I am hemmed in on every side. For if 
I do this thing, it is death for me; and if 
I do not, I shall not escape your hands. 
23 I choose not to do it and to fall into 
your hands, rather than to sin in the 
sight of the Lord." 

24 Then Susanna cried out with a 
loud voice, and the two elders shouted 
against her. 25And one of them ran and 
opened the garden doors. 26 When the 
household servants heard the shouting 
in the garden, they rushed in at the side 
door to see what had happened to her. 
27 And when the elders told their tale, 
the servants were greatly ashamed, for 
nothing like this had ever been said 
about Susanna. 

28 The next day, when the people 
gathered at the house of her husband 
Jo'akim, the two elders came, full of 
their wicked plot to have Susanna put 
to death. 29 They said before the people, 
"Send for Susanna, the daughter of 
Hilki'ah, who is the wife of Jo'akirn." 
JO 3o they sent for her. And she came, 
with her parents, her children, and all 
her kindred. 

31 Now Susanna was a woman of 
great refinement, and beautiful in ap
pearance. J2As she was veiled, the 
wicked men ordered her to be unveiled, 
that they might feast upon her beauty. 
JJ But her family and friends and all who 
saw her wept. 

34 Then the two elders stood up in the 
midst of the people, and laid their hands 

.>.In tht· <ircck Scptuagin1 anJ in the Lalin Vulg:uc, anJ in Catholic: usagc, Susanna is reckoned as Chapter 13 of 
l>anicl 
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SUSANNA 120 Daniel convicts the elders 
upon her head. JSAnd she, weeping, 
looked up toward heaven, for her heart 
trusted in the Lord. 36 The elders said, 
"As we were walking in the garden alone, 
this woman came in with two maids, 
shut the garden doors, and dismissed the 
maids. 37 Then a young man, who had 
been hidden, came to her and lay with 
her. 38 We were in a corner of the garden, 
and when we saw this wickedness we 
ran to them. 39 We saw them embracing, 
but we could not hold the man, for he 
was too strong for us, and he opened the 
doors and dashed out. 40 So we seized 
this woman and asked her who the 
young man was, but she would not tell 
us. These things we testify." 

41 The assembly believed them, be
cause they were elders of the people and 
judges; and they condemned her to 
death. 

42 Then Susanna cried out with a 
loud voice, and said, "O eternal God, 
who dost discern what is secret, who art 
aware of all things before they come to 
be, 43 thou knowest that these men have 
borne false witness against me. And now 
I am to die! Yet I have done none of the 
things that they have wickedly invented 
against me!" 

44 The Lord heard her cry. 45And as 
she was being led away to be put to 
death, God aroused the holy spirit of a 
young lad named Daniel; 46 and he cried 
with a loud voice, "I am innocent of the 
blood of this woman." 

47 All the people turned to him, and 
said, "What is this that you have said?" 
48 Taking his stand in the midst of 
them, he said, "Are you such fools, you 
sons of Israel? Have you condemned a 
daughter of Israel without examination 
and without learning the facts? 49 Return 
to the place of judgment. For these men 
have borne false witness against her." 

50 Then all the people returned in 
haste. And the elders said to him, "Come, 
sit among us and inform us, for God has 
given you that right." 51And Daniel said 
to them, "Separate them far from each 
other, and I will examine them." 

52 When they were separated from 
each other, he summoned one of them 

and said to him, "You old relic of 
wicked days, your sins have now come 
home, which you have committed in the 
past, SJ pronouncing unjust judgments, 
condemning the innocent and letting the 
guilty go free, though the Lord said, 
'Do not put to death an innocent and 
righteous person.' 54 Now then, if you 
really saw her, tell me this: Under what 
tree did you see them being intimate 
with each other?" He answered, "Under 
a mastic tree."• SS And Daniel said, "Very 
well! You have lied against your own 
head, for the angel of God has received 
the sentence from God and will imme
diately cut" you in two." 

56 Then he put him aside, and com
manded them to bring the other. And 
he said to him, "You offspring of 
Canaan and not of Judah, beauty has 
deceived you and lust has perverted 
your heart. 57 This is how you both have 
been dealing with the daughters of Is
rael, and they were intimate with you 
through fear; but a daughter of Judah 
would not endure your wickedness. 
58 Now then, tell me: Under what tree 
did you catch them being intimate with 
each other?" He answered, "Under an 
evergreen oak.''b 59And Daniel said to 
him, "Very well! You also have lied 
against your own head, for the angel of 
God is waiting with his sword to· sawb 
you in two, that he may destroy you 
both." 

60 Then all the assembly shouted 
loudly and blessed God, who saves those 
who hope in him. 61And they rose against 
the two elders, for out of their own 
mouths Daniel had convicted them of 
bearing false witness; 62 and they did to 
them as they had wickedly planned to 
do to their neighbor; acting in accord
ance with the law of Moses, they put 
them to death. Thus innocent blood was 
saved that day. 

63 And Hilki'ah and his wife praised 
God for their daughter Susanna, and so 
did Jo'akim her husband and all her 
kindred, because nothing shameful was 
found in her. 6~And from that day on
ward Daniel had a great reputation 
among the people. 

a The Greek words for manic tree and cut are so similar that the use of cue is ironic wordplay 
b The Greek words for evergreen oak and saw are so similar that the use of sau.· is ironic wordplay 



BEL AND THE DRAGON 
(DANIEL CH. 14) 

'When King Ascy'ages was laid with 
his fathers, Cyrus the Persian received 
his kingdom. 2And Daniel was a com
panion of the king, and was the most 
honored of his friends. 

3 Now the Babylonians had an idol 
called Bel, and every day they spent on 
it twelve bushels of fine flour and forty 
sheep and fifty gallons of wine. 4 The 
king revered it and went every day to 
worship it. But Daniel worshiped his 
own God. 

5 And the king said co him, "Why do 
you not worship Bel?" He answered, 
"Because I do not revere man-made 
idols, but the living God, who created 
heaven and earth and has dominion over 
all flesh." 

6 The king said to him, "Do you not 
chink that Bel is a living God? Do you 
not see how much he eats and drinks 
every day?" 7 Then Daniel laughed, and 
said, "Do not be deceived, 0 king; for 
this is but clay inside and brass outside, 
and it never ate or drank anything." 

8 Then the king was angry, and he 
called his priests and said to them, "If 
you do not tell me who is eating these 
provisions, you shall die. 9 But if you 
prove chat Bel is eating them, Daniel 
shall die, because he blasphemed against 
Bel." And Daniel said to the king, "Let 
it be done as you have said." 

10 Now there were seventy priests of 
Bel, besides their wives and children. 
And the king went with Daniel into the 
temple of Bel. 11 And the priests of Bel 
said, "Behold, we are going outside; 
you yourself, 0 king, shall set forth the 
food and mix and place the wine, and 
shut the door and seal it with your 
signet. 12And when you return in the 
morning, if you do not find that Bel has 
eaten it all, we will die; or else Daniel 
will, who is telling lies about us." 
1 J They were unconcerned, for beneath 
the table they had made a hidden en
trance, through which they used to go in 
regularly and consume the provisions. 
14 When they had gone out, the king set 
forth the food for Bel. Then Daniel 
ordered his servants to bring ashes and 

they sifted chem throughout the whole 
temple in the presence of the king alone. 
Then they went out, shut the door and 
sealed it with the king's signet, and 
departed. 15 In the night the priests 
came with their wives and children, as 
they were accustomed co do, and ate 
and drank everything. 

16 Early in the morning the king rose 
and came, and Daniel with him. 17And 
the king said, "Are the seals unbroken, 
Daniel?" He answered, "They are un
broken, 0 king." 18As soon as the doors 
were opened, the king looked at the 
table, and shouted in a loud voice, "You 
are great, 0 Bel; and with you there is 
no deceit, none at all." 

19 Then Daniel laughed, and re
strained the king from going in, and said, 
"Look at the floor, and notice whose 
footsteps these are." 20 The king said, 
"I see the footsteps of men and women 
and children." 

21 Then the king was enraged, and 
he seized the priests and their wives and 
children; and they showed him the 
secret doors through which they were 
accustomed to enter and devour what 
was on the table. 22 Therefore the king 
put them to death, and gave Bel over co 
Daniel, who destroyed it and its temple. 

23 There was also a great dragon, 
which the Babylonians revered. 24And 
the king said to Daniel, "You cannot 
deny that this is a living god; so worship 
him." 25 Daniel said, "I will worship the 
Lord my God, for he is the living God. 
26 But if you, 0 king, will give me per
mission, I will slay the dragon without 
sword or club." The king said, "I give 
you permission." 

27 Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and 
hair, and boiled them together and made 
cakes, which he fed to the dragon. The 
dragon ate them, and burst open. And 
Daniel said, "See what you have been 
worshiping!" 

28 When the Babylonians heard it, 
they were very indignant and conspired 
against the king, saying, "The king has 
become a Jew; he has destroyed Bel, 

dn the Clrcck manu)ocripl)o Bel uml thc Dragon )otunds a1 the .. ·nd ol Daniel Chapter 12, as an Appendix. In the Lum 
Vul~ak anJ in all Cath<1lii..: Hihlcs, II i~ Chapter l•I nl the Duuk nl Daniel. 
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BEL AND THE DRAGON 122 Daniel in the lions' den 
and slain the dragon, and slaughtered 
the priests." 29 Going to the king, they 
said, "Hand Daniel over to us, or else 
we will kill you and your household." 
30 The king saw that they were pressing 
him hard, and Wlder compulsion he 
handed Daniel over to them. 

31 They threw Daniel into the lions' 
den, and he was there for six days. 
32 There were seven lions in the den, 
and every day they had been given two 
human bodies and two sheep; but these 
were not given to them now, so that they 
might devour Daniel. 

33 Now the prophet Habak'kuk was 
in Judea. He had boiled pottage and had 
broken bread into a bowl, and was going 
into the field to take it to the reapers. 
34 But the angel of the Lord said to 
Habak'kuk, "Take the dinner which you 
have to Babylon, to Daniel, in the 
lions' den." JS Habak'kuk said, "Sir, I 
have never seen Babylon, and I know 
nothing about the den." J6 Then the 

angel of the Lord took him by the crown 
of his head, and lifted him by his hair 
and set him down in Babylon, right over 
the den, with the rushing soWld of the 
wind itself. 

37 Then Habak'kuk shouted, "Daniel! 
Daniel! Take the dinner which God has 
sent you." 38And Daniel said, "Thou 
hast remembered me, 0 God, and hast 
not forsaken those who love thee." 
39 So Daniel arose and ate. And the 
angel of God immediately returned 
Habak'kuk to his own place. 

40 On the seventh day the king came 
to mourn for Daniel. When he came to 
the den he looked in, and there sat 
Daniel. 41And the king shouted with a 
loud voice, "Thou an great, 0 Lord 
God of Daniel, and there is no other 
besides thee." 4 2And he pulled Daniel'" 
out, and threw into the den the men who 
had attempted his destruction, and they 
were devoured immediately before his 
eyes. 

THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 

MACCABEES 
1 After Alexander son of Philip, the 

Macedo'nian, who came from the 
land of Kittim, had defeateda Darius, 
king of the Persians and the Medes, he 
succeeded him as king. (He had pre
viously become king of Greece.) 2 He 
fought many battles, conquered strong
holds, and put to death the kings of the 
earth. J He advanced to the ends of the 
earth, and plundered many nations. 
When the earth became quiet before 
him, he was exalted, and his heart was 
lifted up. 4 He gathered a very strong 
army and ruled over countries, nations, 
and princes, and they became tributary 
to him. 

5 After this he fell sick and perceived 
that he was dying. 6 So he summoned 
his most honored officers, who had 
been brought up with him from youth, 
and divided his kingdom among them 
while he was still alive. 7 And after 
Alexander had reigned twelve years, he 
died. 

8 Then his officers began to rule, each 
in his own place. 9 They all put on 
u Greek adds and he defeated b 175 B.C. a' (.Jk /um 

crowns after his death, and so did their 
sons after them for many years; and 
they caused many evils on the earth. 

10 From them came forth a sinful 
root, Anti'ochus Epiph'anes, son of An
ti'ochus the king; he had been a hostage 
in Rome. He began to reign in the one 
hundred and thirty-seventh year of the 
kingdom of the Greeks.b 

11 In those days lawless men came 
forth from Israel, and misled many, 
saying, "Let us go and make a covenant 
with the Gentiles roWld about us, for 
since we separated from them many evils 
have come upon us." 12 This proposal 
pleased them, JJ and some of the people 
eagerly went to the king. He authorized 
them to observe the ordinances of the 
Gentiles. 14 So they built a gymnasium 
in Jerusalem, according to Gentile cus
tom, 15 and removed the marks of cir
cumcision, and abandoned the holy 
covenant. They joined with the Gentiles 
and sold themselves to do evil. 

16 When Anti'ochus saw that his 
kingdom was established, he determined 
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to become king of the land of Egypt, David with a great strong wall and 
that he might reign over both kingdoms. strong towers, and it became their 
1' So he invaded Egypt with a strong citadel. _q And they stationed there a 
force, with chariots and elephants and sinful people, lawless men. These 
cavalry and with a large fleet. 1 H He en- strengthened their pos1t10n; -'5 they 
gaged Ptol'emy king of Egypt in battle stored up arms and food, and collecting 
and Ptol'cmy turned and fled before him, the spoils of Jerusalem they stored them 
and manv were wounded and fell. l'!And there, and became a great snare. 
they captured the fortified cities in the -'6 It became an ambush against the 
land of Egypt, and he plundered the sanctuary, 
land of Egypt. an evil adversary of Israel continu-

20 After subduing Egypt, Anti'ochus ally. 
returned in the one hundred and forty- J7 On every side of the sanctuary they 
third year.< He went up against Israel shed innocent blood; 
and came to J erusalcm with a strong they even defiled the sanctuary. 
force. 21 He arrogantly entered the sane- JK Because of them the residents of 
tuary and took the golden altar, the J erusalcm fled; 
lampstand for the light, and all its she became a dwelling of strangers; 
utensils. 22 He took also the table for the she became strange to her offspring, 
bread of the Presence, the cups for drink and her children forsook her. 
offerings, the bowls, the golden censers, 39 Her sanctuary became desolate as a 
the curtain, the crowns, and the gold desert; 
decoration on the front of the temple; her feasts were turned into mourn-
he stripped it all off. ZJ He took the silver ing, 
and the gold, and the costly vessels; he her sabbaths into a reproach, 
took also the hidden treasures which he her honor into contempt. 
found. 24 Taking them all, he departed 40 Her dishonor now grew as great as 
to his own land. her glory; 

He committed deeds of murder, her exaltation was turned into mourn-
and spoke with great arrogance. ing. 

25 Israel mourned deeply in every com- 41 Then the king wrote to his whole 
munity, kingdom that all should be one people, 

26 rulers and elders groaned, 42 and that each should give up his 
maidens and young men became faint, customs. 4.•All the Gentiles accepted the 

the beauty of the women faded. command of the king. Many even from 
27 Every bridegroom took up the la- Israel gladly adopted his religion; they 

ment; sacrificed to idols and profaned the 
she who sat in the bridal chamber sabbath. 44And the king sent letters by 

was mourning. messengers to Jerusalem and the cities 
zx Even the land shook for its inhabit- of Judah; he directed them to follow 

ants, customs strange to the land, 45 to forbid 
and all the house of Jacob was burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink 

clothed with shame. offerings in the sanctuary, to profane 
29 Two years later the king sent to sabbaths and feasts, 46 to defile the 

the cities of Judah a chief collector of sanctuary and the priests, 47 to build 
tribute, and he came to Jerusalem with altars and sacred precincts and shrines 
a large force. Jo Deceitfully he spoke for idols, to sacrifice swine and unclean 
peaceable words to them, and they be- animals, 4K and to leave their sons 
licved him; but he suddenly fell upon uncircumcised. They were to make 
the city, dealt it a severe blow, and themselves abominable by everything 
destroyed many people of Israel. JI He unclean and profane, 4Y so that they 
plundered the city, burned it with fire, should forget the law and change all the 
and tore down its houses and its sur- ordinances. 50 "And whoever does not 
rounding walls. J2And they took captive obey the command of the king shall 
the women and children, and seized the die." 
cattle. B Then they fortified the city of 51 In such words he wrote to his 
C 169 B.C. 
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whole kingdom. And he appointed in
spectors over all the people and com
manded the cities of Judah to offer 
sacrifice, city by city. 52 Many of the 
people, every one who forsook the law, 
joined them, and they did evil in the 
land; SJ they drove Israel into hiding in 
every place of refuge they had. 

54 Now on the fifteenth day of Chis
lev, in the one hundred and forty-fifth 
year,d they erected a desolating sacrilege 
upon the altar of burnt offering. They 
also built altars in the surrounding cities 
of Judah, 55 and burned incense at the 
doors of the houses and in the streets. 
56 The books of the law which they 
found they tore to pieces and burned 
with fire. 57 Where the book of the 
covenant was found in the possession 
of any one, or if any one adhered to 
the law, the decree of the king con
demned him to death. SB They kept us
ing violence against Israel, against those 
found month after month in the cities. 
59And on the twenty-fifth day of the 
month they offered sacrifice on the altar 
which was upon the altar of burnt of
fering. 60According to the decree, they 
put to death the women who had their 
children circumcised, 61 and their fami
lies and those who circumcised them; 
and they hung the infants from their 
mothers' necks. 

62 But many in Israel stood firm and 
were resolved in their hearts not to eat 
unclean food. 63 They chose to die rather 
than to be defiled by food or to profane 
the holy covenant; and they did die. 
64And very great wrath came upon 
Israel. 

2 In those days Mattathi'as the son 
of John, son of Simeon, a priest of 

the sons of Jo'arib, moved from Jeru
salem and settled in Mo' de-in. 2 He 
had five sons, John surnamed Gaddi, 
3 Simon called Thassi, 4 Judas called 
Maccabe'us. s Elea'zar called Av'aran, 
and Jonathan called Apphus. 6 He saw 
the blasphemies being committed in 
Judah and Jerusalem, 7 and said, 

"Alas! Why was I born to see this, 
the ruin of my people, the ruin of 

the holy city, 
and to dwell there when it was given 

over to the enemy, 

the sanctuary given over to aliens? 
B Her temple has become like a man 

without honor;' 
her glorious vessels have been car

ried into captivity. 
Her babes have been killed in her 

streets, 
her youths by the sword of the foe. 

10 What nation has not inherited her 
palaces/ 

and has not seized her spoils? 
11 All her adornment has been taken 

away; 
no longer free, she has become a 

slave. 
12 And behold, our holy place, our 

beauty, 
and our glory have been laid waste; 

the Gentiles have profaned it. 
13 Why should we live any longer?" 

14 And Mattathi'as and his sons rent 
their clothes, put on sackcloth, and 
mourned greatly. 

15 Then the king's officers who were 
enforcing the apostasy came to the city 
of Mo' de-in to make them offer sacrifice. 
16 Many from Israel came to them; 
and Mattathi'as and his sons were 
assembled. 17 Then the king's officers 
spoke to Mattathi'as as follows: "You 
are a leader, honored and great in this 
city, and supported by sons and brothers. 
18 Now be the first to come and do what 
the king commands, as all the Gentiles 
and the men of Judah and those that 
are left in Jerusalem have done. Then 
you and your sons will be numbered 
among the friends of the king, and you 
and your sons will be honored with 
silver and gold and many gifts." 

19 But Mattathi'as answered and said 
in a loud voice: "Even if all the nations 
that live under the rule of the king obey 
him, and have chosen to do his com
mandments, departing each one from 
the religion of his fathers, 20 yet I and 
my sons and my brothers will live by the 
covenant of our fathers. 21 Far be it from 
us to desert the law and the ordinances. 
22 We will not obey the king's words 
by turning aside from our religion to 
the right hand or to the left." 

23 When he had finished sp·eaking 
these words, a Jew came forward in 
the sight of all to offer sacrifice upon 
the altar in Mo'de-in, according to 

d 167 B.c. e The text of this verse is uncertain f Other authorities read has nor had a parr in hn- kingt:km 
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the king's command. 24 When Matta
thi'as saw it, he burned with zeal and his 
heart was stirred. He gave vent to right
eous anger; he ran and killed him upon 
the altar. 25At the same time he killed 
the king's officer who was forcing them 
to sacrifice, and he tore down the altar. 
26 Thus he burned with zeal for the law, 
as Phin'ehas did against Zimri the son 
of Salu. 

27 Then Mattathi'as cried out in the 
rity with a loud voice, saying: "Let every 
one who is zealous for the law and 
supports the covenant come out with 
me!" 28And he and his sons fled to the 
hills and left all that they had in the city. 

29 Then many who were seeking 
righteousness and justice went down 
to the wilderness to dwell there, 30 they, 
their sons, their wives, and their cattle, 
because evils pressed heavily upon them. 
31And it was reported to the king's 
officers, and to the troops in Jerusalem 
the city of David, that men who had 
rejected the king's command had gone 
down to the hiding places in the wilder
ness. 32 Many pursued them, and over
took them; they encamped opposite 
them and prepared for battle against 
them on the sabbath day. 33And they 
said to them, "Enough of this! Come 
out and do what the king commands, 
and you will live." 34 But they said, 
"We will not come out, nor will we do 
what the king commands and so pro
fane the sabbath day." 35 Then the 
enemyK hastened to attack them. 36 But 
they did not answer them or hurl a stone 
at them or block up their hiding places, 
37 for they said, "Let us all die in our 
innocence; heaven and earth testify for 
us that you are killing us unjustly." 
38 So they attacked them on the sab
bath, and they died, with their wives 
and children and cattle, to the number 
of a thousand persons. 

39 When Manathi'as and his friends 
learned of it, they mourned for them 
deeply. 40And each said to his neigh
bour: "If we all do as our brethren 
have done and refuse to fight with the 
Gentiles for our lives and our ordi
nances, they will quickly destroy us 
from the earth." 41 So they made this 
decision that day: "Let us fight against 
every man who comes to attack us on 
KGk 1/uy 

the sabbath day; let us not all die as our 
brethren died in their hiding places." 

42 Then there united with them a com
pany of Hasidae'ans, mighty warriors 
of Israel, every one who offered him
self willingly for the law. 43And all who 
became fugitives to escape their trou
bles joined them and reinforced them. 
44 They organized an army, and struck 
down sinners in their anger and law
less men in their wrath; the survivors 
fled to the Gentiles for safety. 45And 
Mattathi'as and his friends went about 
and tore down the altars; 46 they forci
bly circumcised all the uncircumcised 
boys that they found within the borders 
of Israel. 47 They hunted down the 
arrogant men, and the work prospered 
in their hands. 48 They rescued the law 
out of the hands of the Gentiles and 
kings, and they never let the sinner gain 
the upper hand. 

49 Now the days drew near for Mat
tathi'as to die, and he said to his 
sons: "Arrogance and reproach have 
now become strong, it is a time of 
ruin and furious anger. 50 Now, my 
children, show zeal for the law, and give 
your lives for the covenant of our fathers. 

51 "Remember the deeds of the 
fathers, which they did in their genera
tions; and receive great honor and an 
everlasting name. 52 Was not Abraham 
found faithful when tested, and it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness? 53 Jo
seph in the time of his distress kept 
the commandment, and became lord of 
Egypt. 54 Phin'ehas our father, because 
he was deeply zealous, received the 
covenant of everlasting priesthood. 
55 Joshua, because he fulfilled the com
mand, became a judge in Israel. 56 Caleb, 
becausi:' he testified in the assembly, 
received an inheritance in the land. 
57 David, because he was merciful, 
inherited the throne of the kingdom 
for ever. 58 Eli'jah because of great 
zeal for the law was taken up into 
heaven. 59 Hanani'ah, Azari'ah and 
Mish'a-el believed and were saved from 
the flame. 60 Daniel because of his in
nocence was delivered from the mouth 
of the lions. 

61 "And so observe, from generation 
to generation, that none who put their 
trust in him will lack strength. 62 Do not 
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he destroyed the ungodly out of 

the Jand;i 
fear the words of a sinner, for his splen
dor will turn into dung and worms. 
63 Today he will be exalted, but tomor
row he will not be found, because he has 
returned to the dust, and his plans will 
perish. 64 My children, be courageous 
and grow strong in the Jaw, for by it you 
will gain honor. 

65 "Now behold, I know that Simeon 
your brother is wise in counsel; always 
listen to him; he shall be your father. 
66 Judas Maccabe'us has been a mighty 
warrior from his youth; he shall com
mand the army for you and fight the 
battle against the peoples.h 67 You shall 
rally about you all who observe the 
Jaw, and avenge the wrong done to 
your people. 68 Pay back the Gentiles 
in full, and heed what the Jaw com
mands." 

69 Then he blessed them, and was 
gathered to his fathers. 70 He died in 
the one hundred and forty-sixth yeari 
and was buried in the tomb of his 
fathers at Mo'de-in. And all Israel 
mourned for him with great lamenta
tion. 

3 Then Judas his son, who was called 
Maccabe'us, took command in his 

place. 2All his brothers and all who 
had joined his father helped him; they 
gladly fought for Israel. 
J He extended the glory of his people. 

Like a giant he put on his breast
plate; 

he girded on his armor of war and 
waged battles, 

protecting the host by his sword. 
4 He was like a lion in his deeds, 

like a lion's cub roaring for 
prey. 

5 He searched out and pursued the law
less; 

he burned those who troubled his 
people. 

6 Lawless men shrank back for fear of 
him; 

all the evildoers were confounded; 
and deliverance prospered by his 

hand. 
7 He embittered many kings, 

but he made Jacob glad by his 
deeds, 

and his memory is blessed for ever. 
8 He went through the cities of Judah; 

thus he turned away wrath from 
Israel. 

9 He was renowned to the ends of the 
earth· 

he gath~red in those who were per
ishing. 

10 But Apollo'nius gathered together 
Gentiles and a large force from Samar'ia 
to fight against Israel. 11 When Judas 
learned of it, he went out to meet him, 
and he defeated and killed him. Many 
were wounded and fell, and the rest fled. 
12 Then they seized their spoils; and 
Judas took the sword of Apollo'nius, 
and used it in battle the rest of his life. 

13 Now when Seron, the commander 
of the Syrian army, heard that Judas 
had gathered a large company, includ
ing a body of faithful men who stayed 
with him and went out to battle, 14 he 
said, "I will make a name for myself 
and win honor in the kingdom. I will 
make war on Judas and his compan
ions, who scorn the king's command." 
15And again a strung army of ungodly 
men went up with him to help him, to 
take vengeance on the sons of Israel. 

16 When he approached the ascent of 
Beth-horon, Judas went out to meet 
him with a small company. 17 But when 
they saw the army coming to meet them, 
they said to Judas, "How can we, few 
as we are, fight against so great and 
strong a multitude? And we are faint, 
for we have eaten nothing today." 
18 Judas replied, "It is easy for many to 
be hemmed in by few, for in the sight of 
Heaven there is no difference between 
saving by many or by few. 19 It is not 
on the size of the army that victory 
in battle depends, but strength comes 
from Heaven. 20 They come against 
us in great pride and lawlessness to 
destroy us and our wives and our 
children, and to despoil us; 21 but we 
fight for our lives and our Jaws. 22 He 
himself will crush them before us; as 
for you, do not be afraid of them." 

23 When he finished speaking, he 
rushed suddenly against Seron and 
his army, and they were crushed before 
him. 24 They pursued themk down the 
descent of Beth-horon to the plain; 
eight hundred of them fell, and the rest 

h Or of the p~ople i 166 e.c. i Gk ic k Other authorities read him 
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fled into the land of the Philistines. destroy it, as the king had commanded. 
25 Then Judas and his brothers began to 40 So they departed with their entire 
be feared, and terror fell upon the force, and when they arrived they 
Gentiles round about them. 26 His fame encamped near Emma'us in the plain. 
reached the king, and the Gentiles 41 When the traders of the region heard 
talked of the battles of Judas. what was said of them, they took silver 

27 When King Anti'ochus heard these and gold in immense amounts, and 
reports, he was greatly angered; and he fetters," and went to the camp to get 
sent and gathered all the forces of his the sons of Israel for slaves. And 
kingdom, a very strong army. 2BAnd he forces from Syria and the land of the 
opened his coffers and gave a year's pay Philistines joined with them. 
rn his forces, and ordered them to be 42 Now Judas and his brothers saw 
ready for any need. 29 Then he saw that that misfortunes had increased and that 
the money in the treasury was exhausted, the forces were encamped in their 
and that the revenues from the country territory. They also learned what the 
were small because of the dissension and king had commanded to do to the people 
disaster which he had caused in the land to cause their final destruction. 43 But 
by abolishing the laws that had existed they said to one another, "Let us repair 
from the earliest days. 30 He feared the destruction of our people, and fight 
that he might not have such funds for our people and the sanctuary." 
as he had before for his expenses and 44And the congregation assembled to be 
for the gifts which he used to give more ready for battle, and to pray and ask for 
lavishly than preceding kings. 31 He was mercy and compassion. 
greatly perplexed in mind, and de- 45 Jerusalem was uninhabited like a 
termined to go to Persia and collect the wilderness; 
revenues from those regions and raise not one of her children went in or 
a large fund. out. 

32 He left Lys'ias, a distinguished The sanctuary was trampled down, 
man of royal lineage, in charge of the and the sons of aliens held the 
king's affairs from the river Eu-phra'tes citadel; 
to the border of Egypt. 33 Lys'ias it was a lodging place for the Gen-
was also to take care of Anti'ochus tiles. 
his son until he returned. 34And he Joy was taken from Jacob; 
turned over to Lys'iasl half of his the flute and the harp ceased to play. 
troops and the elephants, and gave 46 So they assembled and went to 
him orders about all that he wanted Mizpah, opposite Jerusalem, because 
done. As for the residents of Judea Israel formerly had a place of prayer in 
and Jerusalem, 35 Lys'ias was to send Mizpah. 47 They fasted that day, put 
a force against them to wipe out and on sackcloth and sprinkled ashes on 
destroy the strength of Israel and the their heads, and rent their clothes. 
remnant of Jerusalem; he was to ban- 4BAnd they opened the book of the 
ish the memory of them from the law to inquire into those matters about 
place, 36 settle aliens in all their ter- which the Gentiles were consulting the 
ritory, and distribute their land. 37 Then images of their idols. 49 They also 
the king took the remaining half of brought the garments of the priesthood 
his troops and departed from Antioch and the first fruits and the tithes, and 
his capital in the one hundred and they stirred up the Nazirites who had 
forty-seventh year.m He crossed the completed their days; 50 and they cried 
Eu-phra'tes river and went through the aloud to Heaven, saying, 
upper provinces. "What shall we do with these? 

38 Lys'ias chose Ptol'emy the son Where shall we take them? 
of Dorym'enes, and Nica'nor and Gor'- 51 Thy sanctuary is trampled down and 
gias, mighty men among the friends of profaned, 
the king, 39 and sent with them forty and thy priests mourn in humili-
thousand infantry and seven thousand ation. 
cavalry to go into the land of Judah end 52 And behold, the Gentiles are as
/ Gk him m 165 e.c. n Syr: Gk slaves 
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sembled against us to destroy us; fore us today. 11 Then all the Gentiles 

thou knowest what they plot will know that there is one who re-
against us. deems and saves Israel." 

53 How will we be able to withstand 12 When the foreigners looked up 
them, and saw them coming against them, 

if thou dost not help us?" 13 they went forth from their camp 
54 Then they sounded the trumpets to battle. Then the men with Judas 

and gave a loud shout. 55After this Judas blew their trumpets 14 and engaged in 
appointed leaders of the people, in battle. The Gentiles were crushed and 
charge of thousands and hundreds and fled into the plain, 15 and all those in the 
fifties and tens. 56And he said to those rear fell by the sword. They pursued 
who were building houses, or were them to Gazar'a, and to the plains of 
betrothed, or were planting vineyards, Idume'a, and to Azo'tus and Jam'nia; 
or were faint-hearted, that each should and three thousand of them fell. 16 Then 
return to his home, according to the law. Judas and his force turned back from 
57 Then the army marched out and pursuing them, 17 and he said to the 
encamped to the south of Emma'us. people, "Do not be greedy for plun-

58 And Judas said, "Gird yourselves der, for there is a battle before us; 
and be valiant. Be ready early in the lB Gor'gias and his force are near us in 
morning to fight with these Gentiles the hills. But stand now against our 
who have assembled against us to de- enemies and fight them, and afterward 
stroy us and our sanctuary. 59 It is seize the plunder boldly." 
better for us to die in battle than to see 19 Just as Judas was finishing this 
the misfortunes of our nation and of the speech, a detachment appeared, coming 
sanctuary. 60 But as his will in heaven out of the hills. 20 They saw that their 
may be, so he will do." army0 had been put to flight, and that 

4 Now Gor'gias took five thousand the Jews0 were burning the camp, for 
infantry and a thousand picked the smoke that was seen showed what 

cavalry, and this division moved out by had happened. 21 When they perceived 
night 2 to fall upon the camp of the this they were greatly frightened, and 
Jews and attack them suddenly. Men when they also saw the army of Judas 
from the citadel were his guides. 3 But drawn up in the plain for battle, 22 they 
Judas heard of it, and he and his mighty all fled into the land of the Philistines. 
men moved out to attack the king's force 23 Then Judas returned to plunder the 
in Emma'us 4 while the division was still camp, and they seized much gold and 
absent from the camp. s When Gor'gias silver, and cloth dyed blue and sea 
entered the camp of Judas by night, he purple, and great riches. 24 On tl1eir 
found no one there, so he lo:iked for return they sang hymns and praises 
them in the hills, because he said, to Heaven, for he is good, for his 
"These men are fleeing from us." mercy endures for ever. 25 Thus Israel 

6 At daybreak Judas appeared in the had a great deliverance that day. 
plain with three thousand men, but 26 Those of the foreigners who es
they did not have armor and swords caped went and reported to Lys'ias all 
such as they desired. 7And they saw the that had happened. 27 When he heard 
camp of the Gentiles, strong and forti- it, he was perplexed and discouraged, 
fied, with cavalry round about it; and for things had not happened to Israel 
these men were trained in war. B But as he had intended, nor had they turned 
Judas said to the men who were with out as the king had commanded him. 
him, "Do not fear their numbers or be 2B But the next year he mustered sixty 
afraid when they charge. 9 Remember thousand picked infantrymen and five 
how our fathers were saved at the Red thousand cavalry to subdue them. 
Sea, when Pharaoh with his forces pur- 29 They came into Idume'a and en
sued them. IOAnd now let us cry to camped at Beth-zur, and Judas met 
Heaven, to see whether he will favor them with ten thousand men. 
us and remember his covenant with 30 When he saw that the army was 
our fathers and crush this army be- strong, he prayed, saying, "Blessed art 
o Gk rhey 
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thou, O Savior of Israel, who didst come a prophet to tell what to do with 
crush the attack of the mighty warrior them. 47 Then they took unhewnq 
by the hand of thy servant David, and stones, as the law directs, and built a 
didst give the camp of the Philistines new altar like the former one. 48 They 
into the hands of Jonathan, the son of also rebuilt the sanctuary and the in
Saul, and of the man who carried his terior of the temple, and consecrated 
armor. 3 I So do thou hem in this army the courts. 49 They made new holy 
by the hand of thy people Israel, and let vessels, and brought the lampstand, the 
them be ashamed of their troops and altar of incense, and the table into the 
their cavalry. 32 Fill them with coward- temple. so Then they burned incense on 
ice; melt the boldness of their strength; the altar and lighted the lamps on the 
let them tremble in their destruction. lampstand, and these gave light in the 
JJ Strike them down with the sword of temple. s1 They placed the bread on the 
those who love thee, and let all who table and hung up the curtains. Thus 
know thy name praise thee with hymns." they finished all the work they had 

34 Then both sides attacked, and undertaken. 
there fell of the army of Lys'ias five 52 Early in the morning on the 
thousand men; they fell in action.P twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, 
3SAnd when Lys'ias saw the rout of his which is the month of Chislev, in the 
troops and observed the boldness which one hundred and forty-eighth year,' 
inspired those of Judas, and how ready 53 they rose and offered sacrifice, as the 
they were either to live or to die nobly, law directs, on the new altar of burnt 
he departed to Antioch and enlisted offering which they had built. S4At the 
mercenaries, to invade Judea again with very season and on the very day that the 
an even larger army. Gentiles had profaned it, it was dedi-

36 Then said Judas and his brothers, cated with songs and harps and lutes 
"Behold, our enemies are crushed; let and cymbals. SSA}! the people fell on 
us go up to cleanse the sanctuary and their faces and worshiped and blessed 
dedicate it." 37 So all the army assem- Heaven, who had prospered them. S6 So 
bled and they went up to Mount Zion. they celebrated the dedication of the 
38And they saw the sanctuary desolate, altar for eight days, and offered burnt 
the altar profaned, and the gates burned. offerings with gladness; they offered 
In the courts they saw bushes sprung up a sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 
as in a thicket, or as on one of the 57 They decorated the front of the 
mountains. They saw also the chambers temple with golden crowns and small 
of the priests in ruins. 39 Then they rent shields; they restored the gates and the 
their clothes, and mourned with great chambers for the priests, and furnished 
lamentation, and sprinkled themselves them with doors. SB There was very 
with ashes. 40 They fell face down on great gladness among the people, and the 
the ground, and sounded the sigrial on reproach of the Gentiles was removed. 
the trumpets, and cried out to Heaven. 59 Then Judas and his brothers and 
41 Then Judas detailed men to fight all the assembly of Israel determined 
against those in the citadel until he had that every year at that season the days 
cleansed the sanctuary. of the dedication of the altar should be 

42 He chose blameless priests de- observed with gladness and joy for 
voted to the law, 43 and they cleansed eight days, beginning with the twenty
the sanctuary and removed the defiled fifth day of the month of Chislev. 
stones to an unclean place. 44 They 60 At that time they fortified Mount 
deliberated what to do about the altar Zion with high walls and strong towers 
of burnt offering, which had been pro- round about, to keep the Gentiles from 
faned. 45And they thought it best to coming and trampling them down as 
tear it down, lest it bring reproach upon they had done before. 61And he sta
them, for the Gentiles had defiled it. tioned a garrison there to hold it. He 
So they tore down the altar, 46 and alsos fortified Beth-zur, so that the peo
stored the stones in a convenient place pie might have a stronghold that faced 
on the temple hill until there should Idume'a. 
P Or and Jome fell on tm oppoJite ride q Gk wlwk r 164 e.c. s Gk adds 10 hold it 
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5 When the Gentiles round about 
heard that the altar had been built 

and the sanctuary dedicated as it was 
before, they became very angry, 2 and 
they determined to destroy the de
scendants of Jacob who lived among 
them. So they began to kill and de
stroy among the people. 3 But Judas 
made war on the sons of Esau in Idu
me'a, at Akrabane'ne, because they kept 
lying in wait for Israel. He dealt them 
a heavy blow and humbled them and 
despoiled them. 4 He also remembered 
the wickedness of the sons of Bae'an, 
who were a trap and a snare to the 
people and ambushed them on the 
highways. S They were shut up by him 
in their towers; and he encamped 
against them, vowed their complete de
struction, and burned with fire their' 
towers and all who were in them. 
6 Then he crossed over to attack the 
Ammonites, where he found a strong 
band and many people with Timothy 
as their leader. 7 He engaged in many 
battles with them and they were crushed 
before him; he struck them down. 
8 He also took Jazer and its villages; 
then he returned to Judea. 

9 Now the Gentiles in Gilead gath
ered together against the Israelites who 
lived in their territory, and planned 
to destroy them. But they fled to the 
stronghold of Dath'ema, 10 and sent to 
Judas and his brothers a letter which 
said, "The Gentiles around us have 
gathered together against us to destroy 
us. 11 They are preparing to come and 
capture the stronghold to which we have 
fled, and Timothy is leading their forces. 
12 Now then come and rescue us from 
their hands, for many of us have fallen, 
13 and all our brethren who were in 
the land of Tob have been killed; the 
enemyu have captured their wives and 
children and goods, and have destroyed 
about a thousand men there." 

14 While the letter was still being 
read, behold, other messengers, with 
their garments rent, came from Galilee 
and made a similar repon; 15 they said 
that against them had gathered to
gether men of Ptolema'is and Tyre and 
Sidon, and all Galilee of the Gentiles,' 
"to annihilate us." 16 When Judas and 
t Gk lur u Gk they v Gk aliens 

the people heard these messages, a great 
assembly was called to determine what 
they should do for their brethren who 
were in distress and were being attacked 
by enemies.w 17 Then Judas said to 
Simon his brother, "Choose your men 
and go and rescue your brethren in 
Galilee; I and Jonathan my brother will 
go to Gilead." 18 But he left Joseph, 
th( son of Zechari'ah, and Azari'ah, a 
leader of the people, with the rest of the 
forces, in Judea to guard it; 19 and he 
gave them this conunand, "Take charge 
of this people, but do not engage in 
battle with the Gentiles until we re
turn." 20 Then three thousand men were 
assigned to Simon to go to Galilee, 
and eight thousand to Judas for Gilead. 

21 So Simon went to Galilee and 
fought many banles against the Gen
tiles, and the Gentiles were crushed 
before him. 22 He pursued them to 
the gate of Ptolema'is, and as many 
as three thousand of the Gentiles fell, 
and he despoiled them. 23 Then he took 
the Jewsx of Galilee and Arbat'ta, with 
their wives and children, and all they 
possessed, and led them to Judea with 
great rejoicing. 

24 Judas Maccabe'us and Jonathan 
his brother crossed the Jordan and 
went three days' journey into the 
wilderness. 25 They encountered the 
Nabate'ans, who met them peaceably 
and told them all that had happened 
to their brethren in Gilead: 26 "Many 
of them have been shut up in Bozrah 
and Bosor, in Al'ema and Chaspho, 
Maked and Car'naim"-all these cities 
were strong and large-27 "and some 
have been shut up in the other cities ol 
Gilead; the enemyY are gening ready to 
attack the strongholds tomorrow and 
take and destroy all these men in one 
day." 

28 Then Judas and his army quickly 
turned back by the wilderness road to 
Bozrah; and he took the city, and 
killed every male by the edge of the 
sword; then he seized all its spoils and 
burned it with fire. 29 He depaned from 
there at night, and they went all the way 
to the stronghold of Dath'ema.: 30At 
dawn they looked up, and behold, a 
large company, that could not b~ 

w Gk rhem x Gk rhose Y Gk they z Greek lacks of Darhema. See verse 9 
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counted, carrying ladders and engines 
of war to capture the stronghold, and 
attacking the Jews within.a 31 So Judas 
saw that the battle had begun and that 
the cry of the city went up to Heaven 
with trumpets and loud shouts, 32 and 
he said to the men of his forces, "Fight 
today for your brethren!" 33 Then he 
came up behind them in three companies, 
who sounded their trumpets and cried 
aloud in prayer. 34And when the army 
nf Timothy realized that it was Macca
be'us, they fled before him, and he dealt 
them a heavy blow. As many as eight 
thousand of them fell that day. 

35 Next he turned aside to Al'ema,b 
and fought against it and took it; and 
he killed every male in it, plundered it, 
and burned it with fire. 36 From there 
he marched on and took Chaspho, 
Maked, and Bosor, and the other cities 
of Gilead. 

37 After these things Timothy gath
ered another army and encamped op
posite Raphon, on the other side of the 
stream. Js Judas sent men to spy out 
the camp, and they reported to him, 
"All the Gentiles around us have gath
ered to him; it is a very large force. 
J9 They also have hired Arabs to help 
them, and they are encamped across the 
stream, ready to come and fight against 
you." And Judas went to meet them. 

40 Now as Judas and his army drew 
near to the stream of water, Timothy 
said to the officers of his forces, "If 
he crosses over to us first, we will not 
be able to resist him, for he will surely 
defeat us. 41 But if he shows fear and 
camps on the other side of the river, we 
will cross over to him and defeat him." 
42 When Judas approached the stream 
of water, he stationed the scribes of the 
people at the stream and gave them this 
command, "Permit no man to encamp, 
but make them all enter the battle." 
43 Then he crossed over against them 
first, and the whole army followed him. 
All the Gentiles were defeated before 
him, and they threw away their arms and 
fled into the sacred precincts at Car' -
naim. 44 But he took the city and burned 
the sacred precincts with fire, together 
with all who were in them. Thus Car' -
naim was conquered; they could stand 
before Judas no longer. 

45 Then Judas gathered together all 
the Israelites in Gilead, the small and 
the great, with their wives and chil
dren and goods, a very large company, 
to go to the land of Judah. 46 So they 
came to Ephron. This was a large and 
very strong city on the road, and they 
could not go round it to the right or 
to the left; they had to go through it. 
47 But the men of the city shut them out 
and blocked up the gates with stones. 
48And Judas sent them this friendly mes
sage, "Let us pass through your land 
to get to our land. No one will do you 
harm; we will simply pass by on foot." 
But they refused to open to him. 49 Then 
Judas ordered proclamation to be made 
to the army that each should encamp 
where he was. 50 So the men of the 
forces encamped, and he fought against 
the city all that day and all the night, 
and the city was delivered into his 
hands. 51 He destroyed every male by 
the edge of the sword, and razed and 
plundered the city. Then he passed 
through the city over the slain. 

52 And they crossed the Jordan into 
the large plain before Beth-shan. 53And 
Judas kept rallying the laggards and 
encouraging the people all the way till 
he came to the land of Judah. 54 So 
they went up to Mount Zion with glad
ness and joy, and offered burnt offer
ings, because not one of them had fallen 
before they returned in safety. 

55 Now while Judas and Jonathan 
were in Gilead and Simon his brother 
was in Galilee before Ptolema'is, 56 Jo
seph, the son of Zechari' ah, and Azari' ah, 
the commanders of the forces, heard of 
their brave deeds and of the heroic war 
they had fought. 57 So they said, "Let 
us also make a name for ourselves; let 
us go and make war on the Gentiles 
around us." 58And they issued orders to 
the men of the forces that were with 
them, and they marched against Jam'nia. 
59And Gor'gias and his men came out 
of the city to meet them in battle. 
60 Then Joseph and Azari'ah were 
routed, and were pursued to the borders 
of Judea; as many as two thousand of 
the people of Israel fell that day. 61 Thus 
the people suffered a great rout be
cause, thinking to do a brave deed, 
they did not listen to Judas and his 

a Gk and 1hey were attacking him b The name is wtcenain 
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brothers. 62 But they did not belong 
to the family of those men through 
whom deliverance was given to Israel. 

63 The man Judas and his brothers 
were greatly honored in all Israel and 
among all the Gentiles, wherever their 
name was heard. 64 Men gathered to 
them and praised them. 

65 Then Judas and his brothers went 
forth and fought the sons of Esau in the 
land to the south. He struck Hebron 
and its villages and tore down its strong
holds and burned its towers round 
about. 66 Then he marched off to go into 
the land of the Philistines, and passed 
through Mar'isa.< 67 On that day some 
priests, who wished to do a brave deed, 
fell in battle, for they went out to battle 
unwisely. 68 But Judas turned aside to 
Azo'tus in the land of the Philistines; 
he tore down their altars, and the 
graven images of their gods he burned 
with fire; he plundered the cities and 
returned to the land of Judah. 

6 King Anti'ochus was going through 
the upper provinces when he heard 

that Elyma'is in Persia was a city famed 
for its wealth in silver and gold. 2 Its 
temple was very rich, containing golden 
shields, breastplates, and weapons left 
there by Alexander, the son of Philip, 
the Macedo'nian king who first reigned 
over the Greeks. 3 So he came and tried 
to take the city and plunder it, but he 
could not, because his plan became 
known to the men of the city 4 and they 
withstood him in battle. So he fled and 
in great grief depaned from there to 
return to Babylon. 

5 Then some one came to him in 
Persia and reponed that the armies 
which had gone into the land of Judah 
had been routed; 6 that Lys'ias had gone 
first with a strong force, but had turned 
and fled before the Jews;d that the Jews• 
had grown strong from the arms, sup
plies, and abundant spoils which they 
had taken from the armies they had cut 
down; 7 that they had tom down the 
abomination which he had erected upon 
the altar in Jerusalem; and that they had 
surrounded the sanctuary with high 
walls as before, and also Beth-zur, his 
city. 

8 When the king heard this news, he 
was astounded and badly shaken. He 
took to his bed and became sick from 
grief, because things had not turned out 
for him as he had planned. 9 He lay 
there for many days, because deep grief 
continually gripped him, and he con
cluded that he was dying. 10 So he called 
all his friends and said to them, "Sleep 
depans from my eyes and I am down
heaned with worry. 11 I said to myself, 
'To what distress I have come! And 
into what a great flood I now am 
plunged! For I was kind and beloved 
in my power.' 12 But now I remember 
the evils I did in Jerusalem. I seized all 
her vessels of silver and gold; and I 
sent to destroy the inhabitants of Judah 
without good reason. 13 I know that it 
is because of this that these evils have 
come upon me; and behold, I am perish
ing of deep grief in a strange land." 

14 Then he called for Philip, one of 
his friends, and made him ruler over all 
his kingdom. 15 He gave him the crown 
and his robe and the signet, that he might 
guide Anti'ochus his son and bring him 
up to be king. 16 Thus Anti'ochus the 
king died there in the one hundred and 
fony-ninth year.I 17And when Lys'ias 
learned that the king was dead, he set 
up Anti'ochus the king'sg son to reign. 
Lys'iash had brought him up as a boy, 
and he named him Eu'pator. 

18 Now the men in the citadel kept 
hemming Israel in around the sanctu
ary. They were trying in every way 
to harm them and strengthen the Gen
tiles. 19 So Judas decided to destroy 
them, and assembled all the people to 
besiege them. 20 They gathered together 
and besieged the citadeli in the one 
hundred and fiftieth year;j and he built 
siege towers and other engines of war. 
21 But some of the garrison escaped 
from the siege and some of the ungodil· 
Israelites joined them. 22 They went to 
the king and said, "How long will you 
fail to do justice and to avenge our 
brethren? 23 We were happy to serve 
your father, to live by what he said and 
to follow his commands. 24 For this 
reason the sons of our people besieged 
the citadelk and became hostile to us; 
moreover, they have put to death as 

c Other authorities read Samaria d Gk them e Gk they f 163 e.c. g Gk IJi.s h Gk he 
i Gk ;, i 162 e.c. k The Greek text underlying the sons ... rhe citadel is uncertain 
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many of us as they have caught, and of the army, to harass the enemy while 
they have seized our inheritances. 25And being themselves protected by the pha
not against us alone have they stretched lanxes. 39 When the sun shc'le upon the 
out their hands, but also against all the shields of gold and brass, the hills were 
lands on their borders. 26And behold, ablaze with them and gleamed like 
today they have encamped against the flaming torches. 
citadel in Jerusalem to take it; they 40 Now a part of the king's army was 
have fortified both the sanctuary and spread out on the high hills, and some 
Beth-zur; 27 and unless you quickly troops were on the plain, and they 
prevent them, they will do still greater advanced steadily and in good order. 
things, and you will not be able to stop 41AJ1 who heard the noise made by 
them." their multitude, by the marching of the 

28 The king was enraged when he multitude and the clanking of their 
heard this. He assembled all his friends, arms, trembled, for the army was very 
the commanders of his forces and those large and strong. 42 But Judas and his 
in authority./ 29And mercenary forces army advanced to the battle, and six 
came to him from other kingdoms and hundred men of the king's army fell. 
from islands of the seas. 30 The number 43And Elea'zar, called Av'aran, saw that 
of his forces was a hundred thousand one of the beasts was equipped with royal 
foot soldiers, twenty thousand horsemen, armor. It was taller than all the others, 
and thirty-two elephants accustomed and he supposed that the king was up
to war. 31 They came through ldume'a on it. 44 So he gave his life to save 
and encamped against Beth-zur, and his people and to win for himself an 
for many days they fought and built everlasting name. 45 He courageously ran 
engines of war; but the Jewsm sallied into the midst of the phalanx to reach 
out and burned these with fire, and it; he killed men right and left, and 
fought manfully. they parted before him on both sides. 

32 Then Judas marched away from 46 He got under the elephant, stabbed it 
the citadel and encamped at Beth- from beneath, and killed it; but it fell 
zechari'ah, opposite the camp of the to the ground upon him and there he 
king. 33 Early in the morning the king died. 47And when the JewsP saw the 
rose and took his army by a forced royal might and the fierce attack of the 
march along the road to Beth-zechari'ah, forces, they turned away in flight. 
and his troops made ready for battle 48 The soldiers of the king's army 
and sounded their trumpets. 34 They went up to Jerusalem against them, and 
showed the elephants the juice of grapes the king encamped in Judea and at 
and mulberries, to arouse them for Mount Zion. 49 He made peace with 
battle. 35And they distributed the beasts the men of Beth-zur, and they evacuated 
among the phalanxes; with each ele- the city, because they had no provisions 
phant they stationed a thousand men there to withstand a siege, since it was 
armed with coats of mail, and with brass a sabbatical year for the land. 50 So the 
helmets on their heads; and five hun- king took Beth-zur and stationed a guard 
dred picked horsemen were assigned to there to hold it. 51 Then he encamped 
each beast. 36 These took their position before the sanctuary for many days. He 
beforehand wherever the beast was; set up siege towers, engines of war to 
wherever it went they went with it, and throw fire and stones, machines to shoot 
they never left it. 37And upon the ele- arrows, and catapults. 52 The Jewsq also 
phantsn were wooden towers, strong made engines of war to match theirs, 
and covered; they were fastened upon and fought for many days. 53 But they 
each beast by special harness, and upon had no food in storage,' because it was 
each were four 0 armed men who fought the seventh year; those who found 
from there, and also its Indian driver. safety in Judea from the Gentiles had 
38 The rest of the horsemen were sta- consumed the last of the stores. 54 Few 
tioned on either side, on the two flanks men were left in the sanctuary, because 

I Gk thou {ltJtr the reins m Gk they n Gk them 
o Cn: Some authorities read thirty; others thirty-two P Gk they q Gk They 
r Other authorities read in the sanctuary 
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famine had prevailed over the rest and 
they had been scattered, each to his 
own place. 

55 Then Lys'ias heard that Philip, 
whom King Anti'ochus while still liv
ing had appointed to bring up Anti' -
ochus his son to be king, 56 had returned 
from Persia and Media with the forces 
that had gone with the king, and that 
he was trying to seize control of the 
government. 57 So he quickly gave or
ders to depart, and said to the king, 
to the commanders of the forces, and to 
the men, "We daily grow weaker, our 
food supply is scant, the place against 
which we are fighting is strong, and the 
affairs of the kingdom press urgently up
on us. 58 Now then let us come to terms 
with these men, and make peace with 
them and with all their nation, 59 and 
agree to let them live by their laws as 
they did before; for it was on account 
of their laws which we abolished that 
they became angry and did all these 
things." 

60 The speech pleased the king and 
the commanders, and he sent to the 
Jewss an offer of peace, and they 
accepted it. 61 So the king and the 
commanders gave them their oath. On 
these conditions the Jews• evacuated 
the stronghold. 62 But when the king 
entered Mount Zion and saw what a 
strong fortress the place was, he broke 
the oath he had sworn and gave orders 
to tear down the wall all around. 63 Then 
he departed with haste and returned to 
Antioch. He found Philip in control of 
the city, but he fought against him, and 
took the city by force. 

7 In the one hundred and fifty-first 
yearu Deme'trius the son of Seleu 'cus 

set forth from Rome, sailed with a few 
men to a city by the sea, and there be
gan to reign. 2As he was entering the 
royal palace of his fathers, the army 
seized Anti'ochus and Lys'ias to bring 
them to him. 3 But when this act be
came known to him, he said, "Do not let 
me see their faces!" 4 So the army killed 
them, and Deme'trius took his seat upon 
the throne of his kingdom. 

5 Then there came to him all the law
less and ungodly men of Israel; they 
were led by Al'cimus, who wanted to be 

high priest. 6And they brought to the 
king this accusation against the people: 
"Judas and his brothers have destroyed 
all your friends, and have driven us out 
of our land. 7 Now then send a man 
whom you trust; let him go and see all 
the ruin which Judas' has brought 
upon us and upon the land of the king, 
and let him punish them and all who 
help them." 

8 So the king chose Bac'chides, one 
of the king's friends, governor of the 
province Beyond the River; he was a 
great man in the kingdom and was 
faithful to the king. 9And he sent 
him, and with him the ungodly Al' -
cimus, whom he made high priest; 
and he commanded him to take ven
geance on the sons of Israel. 10 So 
they marched away and came with a 
large force into the land of Judah; and 
he sent messengers to Judas and his 
brothers with peaceable but treacherous 
words. llBut they paid no attention to 
their words, for they saw that they had 
come with a large force. 

12 Then a group of scribes appeared 
in a body before Al'cimus and Bac'
chides to ask for just terms. 13 The 
Hasidae' ans were the first among the sons 
of Israel to seek peace from them, 14 for 
they said, "A priest of the line of Aaron 
has come with the army, and he will not 
harm us." 15And he spoke peaceable 
words to them and swore this oath to 
them, "We will not seek to injure you or 
your friends." 16 So they trusted him; 
but he seized sixty of them and killed 
them in one day, in accordance with 
the word which was written, 
17 "The flesh of thy saints and their 

blood 
they poured out round about Jeru

salem, 
and there was none to bury them." 

18 Then the fear and dread of them 
fell upon all the people, for they said, 
"There is no truth or justice in them, 
for they have violated the agreement and 
the oath which they swore." 

19 Then Bac'chides departed from 
Jerusalem and encamped in Beth-zaith. 
And he sent and seized many of the men 
who had deserted to him,"' and some of 
the people, and killed them and threw 
them into the great pit. 20 He placed 
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Nicanor sent against Israel 135 1 MACCABEES 7 
Al'cimus in charge of the country if I return safely I will burn up this 
and left with him a force to help him; house." And he went out in great anger. 
then Bac'chides went back to the 36 Then the priests went in and stood 
king. before the altar and the temple, and they 

21 Al'cimus strove for the high priest- wept and said, 
hood, 22 and all who were troubling 37 "Thou didst choose this house to be 
their people joined him. They gained called by thy name, 
control of the land of Judah and did and to be for thy people a house of 
great damage in Israel. 23And Judas prayer and supplication. 
saw all the evil that Al'cimus and those 38 Take vengeance on this man and on 
with him had done among the sons of his army, 
Israel; it was more than the Gentiles and let them fall by the sword; 
had done. 24 So Judasx went out into remember their blasphemies, 
all the surrounding parts of Judea, and and let them live no longer." 
took vengeance on the men who had 39 Now Nica'nor went out from 
deserted, and he prevented those in the Jerusalem and encamped in Beth-hor
cityY from going out into the country. on, and the Syrian army joined him. 
25 When Al'cimus saw that Judas and 40And Judas encamped in Ad'asa with 
those with him had grown strong, and three thousand men. Then Judas prayed 
realized that he could not withstand and said, 41 "When the messengers 
them, he returned to the king and from the king spoke blasphemy, thy 
brought wicked charges against them. angel went forth and struck down one 

26 Then the king sent Nica'nor, one hundred and eighty-five thousand of 
of his honored princes, who hated the Assyrians.a 42 So also crush this 
and detested Israel, and he commanded army before us today; let the rest learn 
him to destroy the people. 27 So Nica'nor that Nica'norb has spoken wickedly 
came to Jerusalem with a large force, against thy sanctuary, and judge him 
and treacherously sent to Judas and his according to this wickedness." 43 So 
brothers this peaceable message, 2R "Let the armies met in battle on the thir
there be no fighting between me and you; teenth day of the month of Adar. The 
I shall come with a few men to see you army of Nica'nor was crushed, and he 
face to face in peace." 29 So he came himself was the first to fall in the battle. 
to Judas, and they greeted one another 44 When his army saw that Nica'nor had 
peaceably. But the enemy were ready fallen, they threw down their arms and 
to seize Judas. 30 It became known to fled. 45 The Jewsc pursued them a day's 
Judas that Nica'norx had come to him journey, from Ad'asa as far as Gazar'a, 
with treacherous intent, and he was and as they followed kept sounding 
afraid of him and would not meet him the battle call on the trumpets. 46And 
again. 31 When Nica'nor learned that his men came out of all the villages of 
plan had been disclosed, he went out to Judea round about, and they out
meet Judas in battle near Capharsal'ama. flanked the enemyd and drove them back 
32About five hundred men of the army of to their pursuers,• so that they all fell 
Nica'nor fell, and the restz fled into the by the sword; not even one of them was 
city of David. left. 47 Then the Jews! seized the spoils 

33 After these events Nica'nor went and the plunder, and they cut off Nica' -
up to Mount Zion. Some of the priests nor's head and the right hand which 
came out of the sanctuary, and some of he had so arrogantly stretched out, and 
the elders of the people, to greet him brought them and displayed them just 
peaceably and to show him the burnt outside Jerusalem. 48 The people re
offering that was being offered for the joiced greatly and celebrated that day 
king. 34 But he mocked them and de- as a day of great gladness. 49And they 
rided them and defiled them and spoke decreed that this day should be cele
arrogantly, 35 and in anger he swore this brated each year on the thirteenth day 
oath, "Unless Judas and his army are of Adar. so So the land of Judah had 
delivered into my hands this time, then rest for a few days. 
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8 Now Judas heard of the fame of they depose; and they have been greatly 
the Romans, that they were very exalted. 14 Yet for all this not one of 

strong and were well-disposed toward them has put on a crown or worn purple 
all who made an alliance with them, as a mark of pride, 15 but they have 
that they pledged friendship to those built for themselves a senate chamber, 
who came to them, 2 and that they were and every day three hundred and twenty 
very strong. Men told him of their wars senators constantly deliberate concern
and of the brave deeds which they were ing the people, to govern them well. 
doing among the Gauls, how they had 16 They trust one man each year to 
defeated them and forced them to pay rule over them and to control all their 
tribute, 3 and what they had done in land; they all heed the one man, and 
the land of Spain to get control of the there is no envy or jealousy among them. 
silver and gold mines there, 4 and how 17 So Judas chose Eupol'emus the 
they had gained control of the whole son of John, son of Accos, and Jason 
region by their planning and patience, the son of Elea'zar, and sent them to 
even though the place was far distant Rome to establish friendship and al
from them. They also subdued the kings liance, 1s and to free themselves from 
who came against them from the ends the yoke; for they saw that the kingdom 
of the earth, until they crushed them of the Greeks was completely enslaving 
and inflicted great disaster upon them; Israel. 19 They went to Rome, a very 
the rest paid them tribute every year. long journey; and they entered the 
5 Philip, and Per'seus king of the Mace- senate chamber and spoke as follows: 
do'nians,K and the others who rose up 20 "Judas, who is also called Maccabe' us, 
against them, they crushed in battle and his brothers and the people of the 
and conquered. 6 They also defeated Jews have sent us to you to establish 
Anti'ochus the Great, king of Asia, who alliance and peace with you, that we 
went to fight against them with a hun- may be enrolled as your allies and 
dred and twenty elephants and with friends." 21 The proposal pleased them, 
cavalry and chariots and a very large 22 and this is a copy of the letter which 
army. He was crushed by them; 7 they they wrote in reply, on bronze tablets, 
took him alive and decreed that he and sent to Jerusalem to remain with 
and those who should reign after him them there as a memorial of peace and 
should pay a heavy tribute and give alliance: 
hostages and surrender some of their 23 "May all go well with the Romans 
best provinces, 8 the country of India and with the nation of the Jews at 
and Media and Lydia. These they took sea and on land for ever, an.d may sword 
from him and gave to Eu'menes the and enemy be far from them. 24 If war 
king. 9 The Greeks planned to come and comes first to Rome or to any of their 
destroy them, 10 but this became known allies in all their dominion, 25 the nation 
to them, and they sent a general against of the Jews shall act as their allies 
the Greeksh and attacked them. Many wholeheartedly, as the occasion may 
of them were wounded and fell, and indicate to them. 26And to the enemy 
the Romansi took captive their wives who makes war they shall not give or 
and children; they plundered them, supply grain, arms, money, or ships, as 
conquered the land, tore down their Rome has decided; and they shall keep 
strongholds, and enslaved them to this their obligations without receiving any 
day. 11 The remaining kingdoms and rerurn. 27 In the same way, if war comes 
islands, as many as ever opposed them, first to the nation of the Jews, the 
they destroyed and enslaved; 12 but Romans shall willingly act as their 
with their friends and those who rely allies, as the occasion may indicate to 
on them they have kept friendship. them. 28And to the enemy allies shall 
They have subdued kings far and near, be given no grain, arms, money, or ships, 
and as many as have heard of their fame as Rome has decided; and they shall 
have feared them. 13 Those whom they keep these obligations and do so with
wish to help and to make kings, they out deceit. 29 Thus on these terms the 
make kings, and those whom they wish Romans make a treaty with the Jewish 
g Or Kirrim h Gk them i Gk they 
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people. 30 If after these terms are in was divided into two companies, and 
effect both panies shall determine to the slingers and the archers went ahead 
add or delete anything, they shall do of the army, as did all the chief war
so at their discretion, and any addition riors. 12 Bac'chides was on the right 
or deletion that they may make shall be wing. Flanked by the two companies, 
valid. the phalanx advanced to the sound of 

31 "Andconcemingthewrongswhich the trumpets; and the men with Judas 
King Deme'trius is doing to them we also blew their trumpets. 13 The earth 
have written to him as follows, 'Why was shaken by the noise of the armies, 
have you made your yoke heavy upon and the battle raged from morning till 
our friends and allies the Jews? 32 If evening. 
now they appeal again for help against 14 Judas saw that Bac'chides and the 
you, we will defend their rights and strength of his army were on the right; 
fight you on sea and on land.' " then all the stouthearted men went 

9 When Deme'trius heard that Nica' -
nor and his army had fallen in battle, 

he sent Bac'chides and Al'cimus into the 
land of Judah a second time, and with 
them the right wing of the army. 2 They 
went by the road which leads to Gil
gal and encamped against Mes'aloth 
in Arbe'la, and they took it and killed 
many people. 3 In the first month of the 
one hundred and fifty-second yearj 
they encamped against Jerusalem; 4 then 
they marched off and went to Ber'ea 
with twenty thousand foot soldiers and 
two thousand cavalry. 

5 Now Judas was encamped in El'asa, 
and with him were three thousand 
picked men. 6 When they saw the huge 
number of the enemy forces, they were 
greatly frightened, and many slipped 
away from the camp, until no more than 
eight hundred of them were left. 

7 When Judas saw that his army had 
slipped away and the battle was im
minent, he was crushed in spirit, for 
he had no time to assemble them. 8 He 
became faint, but he said to those who 
were left, "Let us rise and go up against 
our enemies. We may be able to fight 
them." 9 But they tried to dissuade 
him, saying, "We are not able. Let us 
rather save our own lives now, and let 
us come back with our brethren and 
fight them; we are too few." 10 But 
Judas said, "Far be it from us to do such 
a thing as to flee from them. If our time 
has come, let us die bravely for our 
brethren, and leave no cause to question 
our honor." 

11 Then the army of Bac'chidesk 
marched out from the camp and took 
its stand for the encounter. The cavalry 
i 160 B.c. k Gk the army 

with him, 15 and they crushed the right 
wing, and he pursued them as far as 
Mount Azo'tus. 16 When those on the 
left wing saw that the right wing was 
crushed, they turned and followed close 
behind Judas and his men. 17 The bat
tle became desperate, and many on both 
sides were wounded and fell. 18 Judas 
also fell, and the rest fled. 

19 Then Jonathan and Simon took 
Judas their brother and buried him in 
the tomb of their fathers at Mo'de-in, 
20 and wept for him. And all Israel 
made great lamentation for him; they 
mourned many days and said, 
21 "How is the mighty fallen, 

the savior of Israel!" 
22 Now the rest of the acts of Judas, 
and his wars and the brave deeds that 
he did, and his greatness, have not been 
recorded, for they were very many. 

23 After the death of Judas, the 
lawless emerged in all parts of Israel; 
all the doers of injustice appeared. 
24 In those days a very great famine 
occurred, and the country deserted 
with them to the enemy. 25And Bac'
chides chose the ungodly and put them 
in charge of the country. 26 They sought 
and searched for the friends of Judas, 
and brought them to Bac'chides, and 
he took vengeance on them and made 
sport of them. 27 Thus there was great 
distress in Israel, such as had not been 
since the time that prophets ceased to 
appear among them. 

28 Then all the friends of Judas as
sembled and said to Jonathan, 29 "Since 
the death of your brother Judas there 
has been no one like him to go against 
our enemies and Bac'chides, and to 
deal with those of our nation who 



1 MACCABEES 9 138 Jonathan becomes leader 
hate us. JO So now we have chosen front of us and behind us; the water of 
you today to take his place as our the Jordan is on this side and on that, 
ruler and leader, to fight our battle." with marsh and thicket; there is no 
JlAnd Jonathan at that time accepted place to tum. 46 Cry out now to Heaven 
the leadership and took the place of that you may be delivered from the hands 
Judas his brother. of our enemies." 47 So the battle began, 

32 When Bac'chides learned of this, and Jonathan stretched out his hand 
he tried to kill him. JJ But Jonathan and to strike Bac'chides, but he eluded him 
Simon his brother and all who were and went to the rear. 48 Then Jonathan 
with him heard of it, and they fled into and the men with him leaped into the 
the wilderness of Teko'a and camped Jordan and swam across to the other 
by the water of the pool of Asphar. side, and the enemym did not cross the 
J4 Bac'chides found this out on the sab- Jordan to attack them. 49And about one 
bath day, and he with all his army thousand of Bac'chides' men fell that 
crossed the Jordan. day. 

35 And Jonathan/ sent his brother as 50 Bac'chidesn then returned to Jeru-
leader of the multitude and begged salem and built strong cities in Judea: 
the Nabate'ans, who were his friends, the fortress in Jericho, and Emma'us, 
for permission to store with them the and Beth-horon, and Bethel, and Tim
great amount of baggage which they nath, and 0 Phar'athon, and Tephon, with 
had. J6 But the sons of Jambri from high walls and gates and bars. 51And 
Med'eba came out and seized John and he placed garrisons in them to harass 
all that he had, and departed with it. Israel. 52 He also fortified the city of 

37 After these things it was reported Beth-zur, and Gazar'a, and the citadel, 
to Jonathan and Simon his brother, and in them he put troops and stores of 
"The sons of Jambri are celebrating a food. 5JAnd he took the sons of the 
great wedding, and are conducting the leading men of the land as hostages and 
bride, a daughter of one of the great put them under guard in the citadel at 
nobles of Canaan, from Nad'abath with Jerusalem. 
a large escort." J8And they remembered 54 In the one hundred and fifty-third 
the blood of John their brother, and year,P in the second month, Al'cimus 
went up and hid under cover of the gave orders to tear down the wall of thL' 
mountain. J9 They raised their eyes and inner court of the sanctuary. He ton
looked, and saw a tumultuous proces- down the work of the prophets! 55 But 
sion with much baggage; and the he only began to tear it down, for at that 
bridegroom came out with his friends time Al'cimus was stricken and his work 
and his brothers to meet them with was hindered; his mouth was stopped 
tambourines and musicians and many and he was paralyzed, so that he could 
weapons. 40 Then they rushed upon no longer say a word or give command, 
them from the ambush and began killing concerning his house. 56And AI'cimus 
them. Many were wounded and fell, died at that time in great agony. 
and the rest fled to the mountain; and 57 When Bac'chides saw that Al'cimu' 
they took all their goods. 4t Thus, the was dead, he returned to the king, and 
wedding was turned into mourning and the land of Judah had rest for two years. 
the voice of their musicians into a fu- 58 Then all the lawless plotted and 
neral dirge. 42And when they had fully said, "See! Jonathan and his men ar<" 
avenged the blood of their brother, living in quiet and confidence. So nll\\' 
they returned to the marshes of the let us bring Bac'chides back, and he will 
Jordan. capture them all in one night." 59And 

43 When Bac'chides heard of this, he they went and consulted with him. 
came with a large force on the sabbath 60 He started to come with a large force, 
day to the banks of the Jordan. 44And and secretly sent letters to all his allies 
Jonathan said to those with him, "Let in Judea, telling them to seize Jonathan 
us rise up now and fight for our lives, and his men; but they were unable to dn 
for today things are not as they were it, because their plan became know11. 
before. 45 For look! the battle is in 61And Jonathan's menq seized about 
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fifty of the men of the country who were act first to make peace with himu before 
leaders in this treachery, and killed them. he makes peace with Alexander against 

62 Then Jonathan with his men, us, 5 for he will remember all the wrongs 
and Simon, withdrew to Beth-ba'si in which we did to him and to his brothers 
the wilderness; he rebuilt the parts of and his nation." 6 So Deme'trius• gave 
it that had been demolished, and they him authority to recruit troops, to equip 
fortified it. 63 When Bac'chides learned them with arms, and to become his 
of this, he assembled all his forces, and ally; and he commanded that the hos
sent orders to the men of Judea. 64 Then cages in the citadel should be released 
he came and encamped against Beth- to him. 
ba'si; he fought against it for many days 7 Then Jonathan came to Jerusalem 
and made machines of war. and read the letter in the hearing of all 

65 But Jonathan left Simon his the people and of the men in the citadel. 
brother in the city, while he went 8 They were greatly alarmed when they 
out into the country; and he went with heard that the king had given him 
only a few men. 66 He struck down authority to recruit troops. 9 But the 
Odome'ra and his brothers and the sons men in the citadel released the hostages 
of Phasi'ron in their tents. 67 Then he' to Jonathan, and he returned them to 
began to attack and went into battle their parents. 
with his forces; and Simon and his IO And Jonathan dwelt in Jerusalem 
men sallied out from the city and set and began to rebuild and restore the 
fire to the machines of war. 68They city.llHedirectedthosewhoweredoing 
fought with Bac'chides, and he was the work to build the walls and encircle 
crushed by them. They distressed him Mount Zion with squared stones, for 
greatly, for his plan and his expedition better fortification; and they did so. 
had been in vain. 69 So he was greatly 12 Then the foreigners who were in 
~nraged at the lawless men who had the strongholds that Bac'chides had 
counseled him to come into the country, built fled; 13 each left his place and de
and he killed many of them. Then he parted to his own land. 14 Only in Beth
decided to depart to his own land. zur did some remain who had forsaken 

70 When Jonathan learned of this, the law and the commandments, for it 
he sent ambassadors to him to make served as a place of refuge. 
peace with him and obtain release of the 15 Now Alexander the king heard 
captives. 71 He agreed, and did as he of all the promises which Deme'trius 
said; and he swore to Jonathans that had sent to Jonathan, and men told 
he would not try to harm him as long him of the battles that Jonathan"' and 
as he lived. 72 He restored to him the his brothers had fought, of the brave 
captives whom he had formerly taken deeds that they had done, and of the 
from the land of Judah; then he turned troubles that they had endured. 16 So 
and departed to his own land, and came he said, "Shall we find another such 
no more into their territory. 73 Thus the man? Come now, we will make him our 
sword ceased from Israel. And Jonathan friend and ally." 17And he wrote a 
dwelt in Michmash. And Jonathan be- letter and sent it to him, in the following 
gan to judge the people, and he de- words: 
stroyed the ungodly out of Israel. 18 "King Alexander to his brother 

lo In the one hundred and sixtieth 
year' Alexander Epiph'anes, the 

son of Anti'ochus, landed and occupied 
Ptolema'is. They welcomed him, and 
there he began to reign. 2 When Deme' -
trius the king heard of it, he assembled 
a very large army and marched out to 
meet him in batcle. 3And Deme'trius 
sent Jonathan a letter in peaceable words 
to honor him; 4for he said, "Let us 

Jonathan, greeting. 19 We have heard 
about you, that you are a mighty war
rior and worthy to be our friend. 
20And so we have appointed you today 
to be the high priest of your nation; 
you are to be called the king's friend" 
(and he sent him a purple robe and a 
golden crown) "and you are to take our 
side and keep friendship with us." 

21 So Jonathan put on the holy 
garments in the seventh month of the 
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1 MACCABEES 10 140 Demetrius' letter to the Jews 
one hundred and sixtieth year,x at the men, and let the maintenance be given 
feast of tabernacles, and he recruited them that is due to all the forces of the 
troops and equipped them with arms in king. 37 Let some of them be stationed 
abundance. 22 When Deme'trius heard in the great strongholds of the king, 
of these things he was grieved and said, and let some of them be put in positions 
23 "What is this that we have done? of trust in the kingdom. Let their officers 
Alexander has gotten ahead of us in and leaders be of their own number, and 
forming a friendship with the Jews to let them live by their own laws, just 
strengthen himself. 24 I also will write as the king has commanded in the land 
them words of encouragement and prom- of Judah. 
ise their honor and gifts, that I may 38 "As for the three districts that 
have their help." 25 So he sent a message have been added to Judea from the 
to them in the following words: country of Samar'ia, let them be so 

"King Deme'trius to the nation of annexed to Judea that they are con
the Jews, greeting. 26 Since you have sidered to be under one ruler and obey 
kept your agreement with us and have no other authority but the high priest. 
continued your friendship with us, and 39 Ptolema'is and the land adjoining it 
have not sided with our enemies, we I have given as a gift to the sanctuary 
have heard of it and rejoiced. 27And in Jerusalem, to meet the necessary ex
now continue still to keep faith with us, penses of the sanctuary. 40 I also grant 
and we will repay you with good for fifteen thousand shekels of silver yearly 
what you do for us. 28 We will grant you out of the king's revenues from appro
many immunities.and give you gifts. priate places. 41And all the additional 

29 "And now I free you and exempt funds which the government officials 
all the Jews from payment of tribute have not paid as they did in the first 
and salt tax and crown levies, 30 and years,.v they shall give from now on for 
instead of collecting the third of the the service of the temple.< 42 Moreover, 
grain and the half of the fruit of the the five thousand shekels of silver which 
trees that I should receive, I release my officials• have received every year 
them from this day and henceforth. I from the income of the services of the 
will not collect them from the land of temple, this too is canceled, because 
Judah or from the three districts added it belongs to the priests who minister 
to it from Samar'ia and Galilee, from there. 4JAnd whoever takes refuge at the 
this day and for all time. 31And let temple in Jerusalem, or in any of its 
Jerusalem and her environs, her tithes precincts, because he owes money to the 
and her revenues, be holy and free from king or has any debt, let him be released 
tax. 32 I release also my control of the and receive back all his property in my 
citadel in Jerusalem and give it to the kingdom. 
high priest, that he may station in it men 44 "Let the cost of rebuilding and 
of his own choice to guard it. JJAnd restoring the structures of the sanctuary 
every one of the Jews taken as a captive be paid from the revenues of the king. 
from the land of Judah into any part 45And let the cost of rebuilding the walls 
of my kingdom, I set free without of Jerusalem and fortifying it round 
payment; and let all officials cancel also about, and the cost of rebuilding the 
the taxes on their cattle. walls in Judea, also be paid from the 

34 "And all the feasts and sabbaths revenues of the king." 
and new moons and appointed days, 46 When Jonathan and the people 
and the three days before a feast and heard these words, they did not believe or 
the three after a feast-let them all be accept them, because they remembered 
days of immunity and release for all the great wrongs which Deme'triusb 
the Jews who are in my kingdom. had done in Israel and how he had 
JS No one shall have authority to exact greatly oppressed them. 47They favored 
anything from them or annoy any of Alexander, because he had been the 
them about any matter. first to speak peaceable words to them, 

36 "Let Jews be enrolled in the king's and they remained his allies all his days. 
forces to the number of thirty thousand 48 Now Alexander the king assem-
x 152 e.c. y The Greek text of this verse is uo.cenain z Gk house a Gk rhey b Gk he 
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bled large forces and encamped oppo- into the middle of the city and proclaim 
site Deme'trius. 49 The two kings met in that no one is to bring charges against 
battle, and the army of Deme'trius him about any matter, and let no one 
fled, and Alexander< pursued him and annoy him for any reason." 64And when 
defeated them. 50 He pressed the battle his accusers saw the honor that was 
strongly until the sun set, and Deme' - paid him, in accordance with the procla
trius fell on that day. mation, and saw him clothed in purple, 

51 Then Alexander sent ambassa- they all fled. 65 Thus the king hon
dors to Ptol'emy king of Egypt with ored him and enrolled him among his 
the following message: 52 "Since I have chief friends, and made him general 
returned to my kingdom and have and governor of the province. 66And 
taken my seat on the throne of my Jonathan returned to Jerusalem in peace 
fathers, and established my rule-for and gladness. 
I crushed Deme'trius and gained con- 67 In the one hundred and sixty-fifth 
trol of our country; 53 I met him in year/ Demc'trius the son of Demc'trius 
battle, and he and his army were came from Crete to the land of his fa
crushed by us, and we have taken our thers. 68 When Alexander the king 
seat on the throne of his kingdom- heard of it, he was greatly grieved and 
54 now therefore let us establish friend- returned to Antioch. 69And Deme'trius 
ship with one another; give me now appointed Apollo'nius the governor of 
your daughter as my wife, and I will Coelesyria, and he assembled a large 
become your son-in-law, and will make force and encamped against Jam'nia. 
gifts to you and to her in keeping with Then he sent the following message 
your position." to Jonathan the high priest: 

55 Ptol'cmy the king replied and 70 "You arc the only one to rise 
said, "Happy was the day on which up against us, and I have become a 
you returned to the land of your fa- laughingstock and reproach because of 
thers and took your seat on the throne you. Why do you assume authority 
of their kingdom. 56And now I will against us in the hill country? 71 If you 
do for you as you wrote, but meet now have confidence in your forces, 
me at Ptolema'is, so that we may see come down to the plain to meet us, and 
one another, and I will become your let us match strength with each other 
father-in-law, as you have said." there, for I have with me the power of 

57 So Ptol'emy set out from Egypt, the cities. 72Ask and learn who I am 
he and Cleopatra his daughter, and and who the others are that are helping 
came to Ptolema'is in the one hundred us. Men will tell you that you cannot 
and sixty-second year.d 5BAlexander the stand before us, for your fathers were 
king met him, and Ptol'emy• gave him twice put to flight in their own land. 
Cleopatra his daughter in marriage, and 73And now you will not be able to 
celebrated her wedding at Ptolema'is withstand my cavalry and such an army 
with great pomp, as kings do. in the plain, where there is no stone or 

59 Then Alexander the king wrote pebble, or place to flee." 
to Jonathan to come to meet him. 60 So 74 When Jonathan heard the words 
he went with pomp to Ptolema'is and of Apollo'nius, his spirit was aroused. 
met the two kings; he gave them and He chose ten thousand men and set out 
their friends silver and gold and many from Jerusalem, and Simon his brother 
gifts, and found favor with them. met him to help him. 75 He encamped 
61A group of pestilent men from Is- before Joppa, but the men of the city 
rael, lawless men, gathered together closed its gates, for Apollo'nius had a 
against him to accuse him; but the garrison in joppa. 76 So they fought 
king paid no attention to them. 62 The against it, and the men of the city be
king gave orders to take off Jonathan's came afraid and opened the gates, and 
garments and to clothe him in purple, Jonathan gained possession of Joppa. 
and they did so. 63 The king also 77 When Apollo'nius heard of it, he 
seated him at his side; and he said mustered three thousand cavalry and 
to his officers, "Go forth with him a large army, and went to Azo'tus as 
c Other authorities read Alexande,. fled, and Demetrius d 150 e.c. e Gk he f 147 e.c. 
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though he were going farther. At the 
same time he advanced into the plain, 
for he had a large troop of cavalry 
and put confidence in it. 78 J onathanK 
pursued him to Azo'tus, and the armies 
engaged in battle. 79 Now Apollo'nius 
had secretly left a thousand cavalry 
behind them. 80 Jonathan learned that 
there was an ambush behind him, for 
they surrounded his army and shot 
arrows at his men from early morning 
till late afternoon. 81 But his men stood 
fast, as Jonathan commanded, and the 
enemy's'' horses grew tired. 

82 Then Simon brought forward his 
force and engaged the phalanx in bat
tle (for the cavalry was exhausted); 
they were overwhelmed by him and 
fled, 83 and the cavalry was dispersed 
in the plain. They fled to Azo'tus and 
entered Beth-da'gon, the temple of their 
idol, for safety. 84 But Jonathan burned 
Azo'tus and the surrounding towns and 
plundered them; and the temple of 
Dagon, and those who had taken refuge 
in it he burned with fire. 85 The number 
of those who fell by the sword, with 
those burned alive, came to eight thou
sand men. 

86 Then Jonathan departed from 
there and encamped against As'kalon, 
and the men of the city came out to 
meet him with great pomp. 87And 
Jonathan and those with him returned 
to Jerusalem with much booty. 88 When 
Alexander the king heard of these things, 
he honored Jonathan still more; 89and 
he sent to him a golden buckle, such 
as it is the custom to give to the kinsmen 
of kings. He also gave him Ekron and 
all its environs as his possession. 

11 Then the king of Egypt gathered 
great forces, like the sand by the 

seashore, and many ships; and he tried 
to get possession of Alexander's king
dom by trickery and add it to his own 
kingdom. 2 He set out for Syria with 
peaceable words, and the people of the 
cities opened their gates to him and went 
to meet him, for Alexander the king 
had commanded them to meet him, 
since he was Alexander'si father-in-law. 
3 But when Ptol'emy entered the cities 
he stationed forces as a garrison in each 
city. 

4 When hej approached Azo'tus, they 
showed him the temple of Dagon 
burned down, and Azo'tus and its sub
urbs destroyed, and the corpses lying 
about, and the charred bodies of those 
whom Jonathank had burned in the 
war, for they had piled them in heaps 
along his route. s They also told the 
king what Jonathan had done, to throw 
blame on him; but the king kept silent. 
6 Jonathan met the king at Joppa with 
pomp, and they greeted one another 
and spent the night there. 7And Jona
than went with the king as far as the 
river called Eleu'therus; then he re
turned to Jerusalem. 

8 So King Ptol' emy gained control 
of the coastal cities as far as Seleu' cia 
by the sea, and he kept devising evil 
designs against Alexander. lJ He sent 
envoys to Deme'trius the king, saying, 
"Come, let us make a covenant with 
each other, and I will give you in mar
riage my daughter who was Alexander's 
wife, and you shall reign over your 
father's kingdom. 10 For I now regret 
that I gave him my daughter, for he 
has tried to kill me." 11 He threw blame 
on Alexander/ because he coveted his 
kingdom. 12 So he took his daughter 
away from him and gave her to Deme'
trius. He was estranged from Alexander, 
and their enmity became manifest. 

13 Then Ptol'emy entered Antioch 
and put on the crown of Asia. Thus 
he put two crowns upon his head, the 
crown of Egypt and that of Asia. 
14 Now Alexander the king was in Cil
i'cia at that time, because the people 
of that region were in revolt. I>And 
Alexander heard of it and came against 
him in battle. Ptol'emy marched out 
and met him with a strong force, and 
put him to flight. lb So Alexander fled 
into Arabia to find protection there, 
and King Ptol'emy was exalted. 17And 
Zab'di-el the Arab cut off the head of 
Alexander and sent it to Ptol"emy. 
IS But King Ptol'emy died three days 
later, and his troops in the strongholds 
were killed by the inhabitants of the 
strongholds. 19 So Deme'trius became 
king in the one hundred and sixty
seventh year.111 

20 In those days Jonathan assembled 
the men of Judea to attack the citadel 

g Gk He /1 Gk 1heir i Gk his i Other ancient authorities read 1hey k Gk he I Gk him m 145 a.c. 
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in Jerusalem, and he built many engines taxes which the king formerly received 
of war to use against it. 21 But cenain from them each year, from the crops of 
lawless men who hated their nation the land and the fruit of the trees. 
went to the king and reponed to him 35And the other payments hencefonh 
that Jonathan was besieging the citadel. due to us of the tithes, and the taxes due 
22 When he heard this he was angry, to us, and the salt pits and the crown 
and as soon as he heard it he set out and taxes due to us-from all these we shall 
came to Ptolema'is; and he wrote to grant them release. 36And not one of 
Jonathan not to continue the siege, but these grants shall be canceled from this 
to meet him for a conference at Ptolema ' - time fonh for ever. 37 Now therefore 
is as quickly as possible. take care to make a copy of this, and 

23 When Jonathan heard this, he let it be given to Jonathan and put up 
gave orders to continue the siege; and in a conspicuous place on the holy 
he chose some of the elders of Israel mountain.' " 
and some of the priests, and put him- 38 Now when Deme'trius the king 
self in danger, 24 for he went to the king saw that the land was quiet before him 
at Ptolema'is, taking silver and gold and that there was no opposition to 
and clothing and numerous other gifts. him, he dismissed all his troops, each 
And he won his favor. 25Although man to his own place, except the foreign 
certain lawless men of his nation kept troops which he had recruited from the 
making complaints against him, 26 the islands of the nations. So all the troops 
king treated him as his predecessors who had served his fathers hated him. 
had treated him; he exalted him in the 39 Now Trypho had formerly been one 
presence of all his friends. 27 He con- of Alexander's supponers. He saw that 
firmed him in the high priesthood and all the troops were murmuring against 
in as many other honors as he had Deme'trius. So he went to Imalku'e 
formerly had, and made him to be the Arab, who was bringing up Anti'o
regarded as one of his chief friends. chus, the young son of Alexander, 
28 Then Jonathan asked tht: king to free 40 and insistently urged him to hand 
Judea and the three districts of Samar'- Anti'ochusP over to him, to become 
ia• from tribute, and promised him three king in place of his father. He also re
hundred talents. 29 The king consented, ported to Imalku'eP what Deme'trius 
and wrote a letter to Jonathan about had done and told of the hatred which 
all these things; its contents were as the troops of Deme'triusP had for him; 
follows: and he stayed there many days. 

30 "King Deme'trius to Jonathan his 41 Now Jonathan sent to Deme'trius 
brother and to the nation of the Jews, the king the request that he remove the 
greeting. 31 This copy of the letter troops of the citadel from Jerusalem, 
which we wrote concerning you to Las'- and the troops in the strongholds; for 
thenes our kinsman we have written they kept fighting against Israel. 42And 
to you also, so that you may know Deme'trius sent this message to Jona
what it says. 32 'King Deme'trius to than, "Not only will I do these things 
Las'thenes his father, greeting. 33 To for ynu and your nation, but I will confer 
the nation of the Jews, who are our great honor on you and your nation, 
friends and fulfil their obligations to us, if I find an opportunity. 43 Now then 
we have determined to do good, be- you will do well to send me men who 
cause of the good will they show to- will help me, for all my troops have 
ward us. 34 We have confirmed as their revolted.'' 44 So Jonathan sent three 
possession both the territory of Judea thousand stalwart men to him at Anti
and the three districts of Aphair'ema och, and when they came to the king, 
and Lydda and Rath'amin; the latter, the king rejoiced at their arrival. 
with all the region bordering them, were 45 Then the men of the city as
added to Judea from Samar'ia. To all sembled within the city, to the number 
those who offer sacrifice in Jerusalem, of a hundred and twenty thousand, and 
we have granted release from 0 the royal they wanted to kill the king. 46 But 
n Cn: Gk tlu three di.stricts and Samaria 
o Or Saman·a, for all those who offer sacn'fice in Jerusalem, in place of P Gk him 
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the king fled into the palace. Then the 
men of the city seized the main streets 
of the city. and began to fight. 47 So the 
king called the Jews to his aid, and they 
all rallied about him and then spread 
out through the city; and they killed 
on that day as many as a hundred 
thousand men. 48 They set fire to the 
city and seized much spoil on that day, 
and they saved the king. 49 When the 
men of the city saw that the Jews 
had gained control of the city as they 
pleased, their courage failed and they 
cried out to the king with this entreaty, 
50 "Grant us peace, and make the Jews 
stop fighting against us and our city." 
51And they threw down their arms and 
made peace. So the Jews gained glory 
in the eyes of the king and of all the 
people in his kingdom, and they re
turned to Jerusalem with much spoil. 

52 So Deme'trius the king sat on 
the throne of his kingdom, and the 
land was quiet before him. 5J But he 
broke his word about all that he had 
promised; and he became estranged 
from Jonathan and did not repay the 
favors which Jonarhan• had done him, 
but oppressed him greatly. 

54 After this Trypho returned, and 
with him the young boy Anti'ochus, 
who began to reign and put on the 
crown. 55All the troops that Deme'trius 
had cast off gathered around him, and 
they fought against Deme'trius; and he 
fled and was routed. 56And Trypho 
captured the elephants' and gained con
trol of Antioch. 57 Then the young 
Anti'ochus wrote to Jonathan, saying, 
"I confirm you in the high priesthood 
and set you over the four districts and 
make you one of the friends of the king." 
58And he sent him gold plate and a 
table service, and granted him the right 
to drink from gold cups and dress in 
purple and wear a gold buckle. 59 Simon 
his brother he made governor from the 
Ladder of Tyre to the borders of 
Egypt. 

60 Then Jonathan set forth and 
traveled beyond rhe river and among 
the cities and all the army of Syria 
gathered to him as allies. When he 
came to As'kalon, the people of the 
city met him and paid him honor. 
61 From there he departed to Gaza, 
q Gk he r Gk him s Gk beasts I Gk chem 

but the men of Gaza shut him out. 
So he besieged it and burned its sub
urbs with fire and plundered them. 
62 Then the people of Gaza pleaded 
with Jonathan, and he made peace with 
them, and took the sons of their rulers 
as hostages and sent them to Jerusalem. 
And he passed through the country as 
far as Damascus. 

63 Then Jonathan heard that the 
officers of Deme'trius had come to 
Kadesh in Galilee with a large army, 
intending to remove him from office. 
64 He went to meet them, but left his 
brother Simon in the country. 65 Simon 
encamped before Beth-zur and fought 
against it for many days and hemmed ir 
in. 66 Then they asked him to grant 
them terms of peace, and he did so. He 
removed them from there, took pos
session of the city, and set a garrison 
over it. 

67 Jonathan and his army encamped 
by the waters of Gennesaret. Early in 
the morning they marched to the plain 
of Hazor, 68 and behold, the army of 
the foreigners met him in the plain; 
they had set an ambush against him 
in the mountains, but they themselves 
met him face to face. 69 Then the men in 
ambush emerged from their places and 
joined battle. 70All the men with Jona
than fled; not one of them was left 
except Mattathi'as the son of Ab'salom 
and Judas the son ofChalphi, command
ers of the forces of the army. 71 Jona
than rent his garments and put dust 
on his head, and prayed. 72 Then he 
turned back to the battle against the 
enemy' and routed them, and they 
fled. 7J When his men who were fleeing 
saw this, they returned to him and joined 
him in the pursuit as far as Kadesh, to 
their camp, and there they encamped. 
74As many as three thousand of the 
foreigners fell that day. And Jonathan 
returned to Jerusalem. 

12 Now when Jonathan saw that the 
rime was favorable for him, he 

chose men and sent them to Rome to 
confirm and renew the friendship with 
them. 1 He also sent letters to the same 
effect to the Spartans and to other places. 
J So they went to Rome and entered the 
senate chamber and said, "Jonathan 
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the high priest and the Jewish nation 
have sent us to renew the former friend
ship and alliance with them." 4And the 
Romansu gave them letters to the people 
in every place, asking them to provide 
for the envoys• safe conduct to the land 
of Judah. 

5 This is a copy of the letter which 
Jonathan wrote to the Spartans: 6 "Jona
than the high priest, the senate of 
the nation, the priests, and the rest 
of the Jewish people to their brethren 
the Spartans, greeting. ?Already in time 
past a letter was sent to Oni'as the high 
priest from Ari'us,w who was king 
among you, stating that you are our 
brethren, as the appended copy shows. 
s Oni'as welcomed the envoy with hon
our, and received the letter, which con
tained a clear declaration of alliance and 
friendship. 9 Therefore, though we have 
no need of these things, since we have 
as encouragement the holy books which 
are in our hands, JO we have under
taken to send to renew our brother
hood and friendship with you, so that 
we may not become estranged from you, 
for considerable time has passed since 
you sent your letter to us. 11 We there
fore remember you constantly on every 
occasion, both in our feasts and on 
other appropriate days, at the sacrifices 
which we offer and in our prayers, as 
it is right and proper to remember 
brethren. 12And we rejoice in your 
glory. 1J But as for ourselves, many 
afflictions and many wars have en
circled us; the kings round about us 
have waged war against us. 14 We were 
unwilling to annoy you and our other 
allies and friends with these wars, 15 for 
we have the help which comes from 
Heaven for our aid; and we were de
livered from our enemies and our ene
mies were humbled. 16 We therefore 
have chosen Nume'nius the son of 
Anti'ochus and Antip'ater the son of 
Jason, and have sent them to Rome to 
renew our former friendship and alli
ance with them. 17 We have commanded 
them to go also to you and greet you 
and deliver to you this letter from us 
concerning the renewal of our brother
hood. IBAnd now please send us a reply 
to this." 

19 This is a copy of the letter which 
they sent to Oni'as: 20 "Ari'us, king of 
the Spartans, to Oni'as the high priest, 
greeting. 21 It has been found in writing 
concerning the Spartans and the Jews 
that they are brethren and are of the 
family of Abraham. 22And now that we 
have learned this, please write us con
cerning your welfare; 23 we on our part 
write to you that your cattle and your 
property belong to us, and ours belong 
to you. We therefore command that our 
envoysx report to you accordingly." 

24 Now Jonathan heard that the com
manders of Deme'trius had returned, 
with a larger force than before, to wage 
war against him. 25 So he marched away 
from Jerusalem and met them in the 
region of Hamath, for he gave them 
no opportunity to invade his own coun
try. 26 He sent spies to their camp, and 
they returned and reported to him that 
the enemyY were being drawn up in 
formation to fall upon the Jews< by 
night. 27 So when the sun set, Jonathan 
commanded his men to be alert and to 
keep their arms at hand so as to be 
ready all night for battle, and he sta
tioned outposts around the camp. 
28 When the enemy heard that Jona
than and his men were prepared for 
battle, they were afraid and were ter
rified at heart; so they kindled fires 
in their camp and withdrew.a 29 But 
Jonathan and his men did not know 
it until morning, for they saw the 
fires burning. 30 Then Jonathan pur
sued them, but he did not overtake 
them, for they had crossed the Eleu'
therus river. 31 So Jonathan turned 
aside against the Arabs who are called 
Zabade'ans, and he crushed them and 
plundered them. 32 Then he broke camp 
and went to Damascus, and marched 
through all that region. 

33 Simon also went forth and marched 
through the country as far as As'kalon 
and the neighboring strongholds. He 
turned aside to Joppa and took it by 
surprise, 34 for he had heard that they 
were ready to hand over the stronghold 
to the men whom Deme'trius had sent. 
And he stationed a garrison there to 
guard it. 

u Gk !hey • Git 1/inn w V g Compare vene 20: Gk Dariw x Gk they y Gk 1/rey z Gk them 
a Other ancient authorities omit and withdrew 
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35 When Jonathan returned he con- Plain to destroy all Jonathan's soldiers. 

vened the elders of the people and 50 But they realized that Jonathanc had 
planned with them to build strongholds been seized and had perished along 
in Judea, 36 to build the walls of Jeru- with his men, and they encouraged 
salem still higher, and to erect a high one another and kept marching in close 
barrier between the citadel and the city formation, ready for battle. 51 When 
to separate it from the city, in order their pursuers saw that they would fight 
to isolate it so that its garrisonb could for their lives, they turned back. s2 So 
neither buy nor sell. 37 So they gathered they all reached the land of Judah 
together to build up the city; part of the safely, and they mourned for Jonathan 
wall on the valley to the east had and his companions and were in great 
fallen, and he repaired the section called fear; and all Israel mourned deeply. 
Chaphena'tha. J8And Simon built Ad'- SJAnd all the nations round about them 
ida in the Shephe'lah; he fortified it and tried to destroy them, for they said, 
installed gates with bolts. "They have no leader or helper. Now 

39 Then Trypho attempted to become therefore let us make war on them 
king of Asia and put on the crown, and and blot out the memory of them from 
to raise his hand against Anti'ochus the among men." 
king. 40 He feared that Jonathan might 13 Simon heard that Trypho had 
not permit him to do so, but might make assembled a large army to invade 
war on him, so he kept seeking to seize the land of Judah and destroy it, 2 and 
and kill him, and he marched forth and he saw that the people were trembling 
came to Beth-shan. 41 Jonathan went out and fearful. So he went up to Jerusalem, 
to meet him with forty thousand picked and gathering the people together 3 he 
fighting men, and he came to Beth- encouraged them, saying to them, "You 
shan. 42 When Trypho saw that he had yourselves know what great things I 
come with a large army, he was afraid and my brothers and the house of my 
to raise his hand against him. 43 So he father have done for the laws and the 
received him with honor and com- sanctuary; you know also the wars and 
mended him to all his friends, and he the difficulties which we have seen. 
gave him gifts and commanded his 4 By reason of this all my brothers have 
friends and his troops to obey him as perished for the sake of Israel, and I 
they would himself. 44 Then he said to alone am left. 5And now, far be it from 
Jonathan, "Why have you wearied all me to spare my life in any time of dis
these people when we are not at war? tress, for I am not better than my broth-
45 Dismiss them now to their homes and ers. 6 But I will avenge my nation and the 
choose for yourself a few men to stay sanctuary and your wives and children, 
with you, and come with me to Ptole- for all the nations have gathered together 
ma'is. I will hand it over to you as well out of hatred to destroy us." 
as the other strongholds and the re- 7 The spirit of the people was re
maining troops and all the officials, and kindled when they heard these words, 
will turn round and go home. For that 8 and they answered in a loud voice, 
is why I am here." "You are our leader in place of Judas 

46 Jonathanc trusted him and did as and Jonathan your brother. 9 Fight our 
he said; he sent away the troops, and battles, and all that you say to us we 
they rerurned to the land of Judah. will do." 10 So he assembled all the 
47 He kept with himself three thousand warriors and hastened to complete the 
men, two thousand of whom he left walls of Jerusalem, and he fortified it 
in Gahlee, while a thousand accom- on every side. 11 He sent Jonathan the 
panied him. 48 But when Jonathan en- son of Ab'salom to Joppa, and with him 
tered Ptolema'is, the men of Ptolema'is a considerable army; he drove out its 
closed the gates and seized him, and all occupants and remained there. 
who had entered with him they killed 12 Then Trypho departed from Ptole-
with the sword. ma'is with a large army to invade the 

49 Then Trypho sent troops and land of Judah, and Jonathan was with 
cavalry into Gahlee and the Great him under guard. 13And Simon en
b Gk they c Gk He 
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camped in Ad'ida, facing the plain. a permanent memorial, and beside the 
14 Trypho learned that Simon had risen suits of armor carved ships, so that 
up in place of Jonathan his brother, and they could be seen by all who sail the 
that he was about to join battle with sea. 30 This is the tomb which he 
him, so he sent envoys to him and said, built in Mo' de-in; it remains to this 
15 "It is for the money that Jonathan day. 
your brother owed the royal treasury, 31 Trypho dealt treacherously with 
in connection with the offices he held, the young king Anti'ochus; he killed 
that we are detaining him. 16 Send now him 32 and became king in his place, 
a hundred talents of silver and two of putting on the crown of Asia; and he 
his sons as hostages, so that when re- brought great calamity upon the land. 
l('ased he will not revolt against us, and 33 But Simon built up the strongholds 
we will release him." of Judea and walled them all around, 

17 Simon knew that they were speak- with high towers and great walls and 
ing deceitfully to him, but he sent to get gates and bolts, and he stored food in 
the money and the sons, lest he arouse the strongholds. 34 Simon also chose 
great hostility among the people, who men and sent them to Dcme'trius the 
might say, 18 "Because Simond did not king with a request to grant relief to the 
send him the money and the sons, he country, for all that Trypho did was to 
perished." 19 So he sent the sons and the plunder. 35 Deme'trius the king sent him 
hundred talents, but Trypho• broke his a favorable reply to this request, and 
word and did not release Jonathan. wrote him a letter as follows, 36 "King 

20 After this Trypho came to invade Deme'trius to Simon, the high priest 
the country and destroy it, and he cir- and friend of kings, and to the elders 
cled around by the way to Ador'a. But and nation of the Jews, greeting. 37 We 
Simon and his army kept marching have received the gold crown and the 
along opposite him to every place he palm branch which youg sent, and we 
went. 21 Now the men in the citadel are ready to make a general peace 
kept sending envoys to Trypho urging with you and to write to our officials 
him to come to them by way of the to grant you release from tribute. 38All 
wilderness and to send them food. 22 So the grants that we have made to you 
Trypho got all his cavalry ready to remain valid, and let the strongholds 
go, but that night a very heavy snow that you have built be your posses
fell, and he did not go because of the sion. 39 We pardon any errors and 
snow. He marched off and went into the offenses committed to this day, and 
land of Gilead. 23 When he approached cancel the crown tax which you owe; 
Bas'kama,hekilledJonathan,andhewas and whatever other tax has been col
buried there. 24 Then Trypho turned lected in Jerusalem shall be collected 
back and departed to his own land. no longer. 40And if any of you are 

25 And Simon sent and took the qualified to be enrolled in our body
bones of Jonathan his brother, and guard,h let them be enrolled, and let 
buried him in Mo' de-in, the city of his there be peace between us." 
fathers. 26All Israel bewailed him with 41 In the one hundred and seventieth 
great lamentation, and mourned for yeari the yoke of the Gentiles was 
him many days. 27And Simon built removed from Israel, 42 and the people 
a monument over the tomb of his began to write in their documents and 
father and his brothers; he made it contracts, "In the first year of Simon 
high that it might be seen, with polished the great high priest and commander 
stone at the front and back. 28 He also and leader of the Jews." 
erected seven pyramids, opposite one 43 In those days Sirnonj encamped 
another, for his father and mother and against Gazar'ak and surrounded it 
four brothers. 29And for the pyramids/ with troops. He made a siege engine, 
he devised an elaborate setting, erecting brought it up to the city, and battered 
about them great columns, and upon and captured one tower. 44 The men 
the columns he put suits of armor for in the siege engine leaped out into the 
d Gk I e Gk he f Gk for these a The word you in verses 37-40 is plural h Or court i 142 B.C. 
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4 The landP had rest all the days of 

Simon. 
city, and a great tumult arose in the 
city. 45 The men in the city, with their 
wives and children, went up on the 
wall with their clothes rent, and they 
cried out with a loud voice, asking 
Simon to make peace with them; 46 they 
said, "Do not treat us according to our 
wicked acts but according to your 
mercy." 47 So Simon reached an agree
ment with them and stopped fighting 
against them. But he expelled them 
from the city and cleansed the houses in 
which the idols were, and then entered 
it with hymns and praise. 48 He cast 
out of it all uncleanness, and settled in 
it men who observed the law. He also 
strengthened its fortifications and built 
in it a house for himself. 

49 The men in the citadel at Jerusa
lem were prevented from going out to 
the country and back to buy and sell. 
So they were very hungry, and many of 
them perished from famine. 50 Then 
they cried to Simon to make peace with 
them, and he did so. But he expelled 
them from there and cleansed the cita
del from its pollutions. 51 On the twenty
third day of the second month, in the 
one hundred and seventy-first year/ 
the Jewsm entered it with praise and 
palm branches, and with harps and 
cymbals and stringed instruments, and 
with hymns and songs, because a great 
enemy had been crushed and removed 
from Israel. 52And Simon• decreed 
that every year they should celebrate 
this day with rejoicing. He strength
ened the fortifications of the temple 
hill alongside the citadel, and he and 
his men dwelt there. 53And Simon saw 
that John his son had reached manhood, 
so he made him commander of all the 
forces, and he dwelt in Gazar'a. 

14 In the one hundred and seventy
second year<> Deme'trius the king 

assembled his forces and marched into 
Media to secure help, so that he could 
make war against Trypho. 2 When Ax' -
saces the king of Persia and Media 
heard that Deme'trius had invaded his 
territory, he sent one of his commanders 
to take him alive. 3 And he went and 
defeated the army of Deme'trius, and 
seized him and took him to Ax'saces, 
who put him under guard. 

He sought the good of his nation; 
his rule was pleasing to them, 

as was the honor shown him, all 
his days. 

5 To crown all his honors he took 
Joppa for a harbor, 

and opened a way to the isles of the 
sea. 

6 He extended the borders of his nation, 
and gained full control of the coun

try. 
7 He gathered a host of captives; 

he ruled over Gazar'a and Beth-zur 
and the citadel, 

and he removed its uncleanness from 
it; 

and there was none to oppose 
him. 

8 They tilled their land in peace; 
the ground gave its increase, 
and the trees of the plains their 

fruit. 
9 Old men sat in the streets; 

they all talked together of good 
things; 

and the youths donned the glories 
and garments of war. 

10 He supplied the cities with food, 
and furnished them with the means 

of defence, 
till his renown spread to the ends of 

the eanh. 
11 He established peace in the land, 

and Israel rejoiced with great joy. 
12 Each man sat under his vine and his 

fig tree, 
and there was none to make them 

afraid. 
13 No one was left in the land to fight 

them, 
and the kings were crushed in those 

days. 
14 He strengthened all the humble of his 

people; 
he sought out the law, 
and did away with every lawless 

and wicked man. 
15 He made the sanctuary glorious, 

and added to the vessels of the 
sanctuary. 

16 It was heard in Rome, and as 
far away as Spana, that Jonathan had 
died, and they were deeply grieved. 
17 When they heard that Simon his 

I 141 s.c. m Gk they n Gk he o 140 s.c. P Other authorities add of Judah 
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brother had become high priest in his country, Simon the son of Mattathi'as, 
place, and that he was ruling over the a priest of the sons• of Jo'arib, and his 
country and the cities in it, 18 they brothers, exposed themselves to danger 
wrote to him on bronze tablets to and resisted the enemies of their nation, 
renew with him the friendship and in order that their sanctuary and the law 
alliance which they had established with might be preserved; and they brought 
Judas and Jonathan his brothers. I9And great glory to their nation. 30 Jonathan 
these were read before the assembly in rallied the• nation, and became their 
Jerusalem. high priest, and was gathered to his 

20 This is a copy of the lener which people. 31And when their enemies de
the Spartans sent: "The rulers and the cided to invade their country and lay 
city of the Spartans to Simon the high hands on their sanctuary, 32 then Simon 
priest and to the elders and the priests rose up and fought for his nation. He 
and the rest of the Jewish people, our spent great sums of his own money; he 
brethren, greeting. 21 The envoys who armed the men of his nation's forces and 
were sent to our people have told us paid them wages. 33 He fortified the 
about your glory and honor, and we cities of Judea, and Beth-zur on the 
rejoiced at their coming. 22And what borders of Judea, where formerly the 
they said we have recorded in our public arms of the enemy had been stored, and 
decrees, as follows, 'Nwne'nius the son he placed there a garrison of Jews. 34 He 
of Anti'ochus and Antip'ater the son of also fortified Joppa, which is by the sea, 
Jason, envoys of the Jews, have come and Gazar'a, which is on the borders of 
to us to renew their friendship with us. Azo'tus, where the enemy formerly 
23 It has pleased our people to receive dwelt. He senled Jews there, and pro
these men with honor and to put a vided in those cities• whatever was 
copy of their words in the public ar- necessary for their restoration. 
chives, so that the people of the Spar- 35 "The people saw Simon's faithful
tans may have a record of them. And nessw and the glory which he had re
they have sent a copy of this to Simon solved to win for his nation, and they 
the high priest.' " made him their leader and high priest, 

24 After this Simon sent Nume'nius because he had done all these things and 
to Rome with a large gold shield weigh- because of the justice and loyalty which 
ing a thousand minas, to confirm the he had maintained toward his nation. 
alliance with the Romans.q He sought in every way to exalt his 

25 When the people heard these people. 36And in his days things pros
things they said, "How shall we thank pered in his hands, so that the Gentiles 
Simon and his sons? 26 For he and his were put out of thex country, as were 
brothers and the house of his father also the men in the city of David in 
have stood firm; they have fought and Jerusalem, who had built themselves a 
repulsed Israel's enemies and established citadel from which they used to sally 
its freedom." 27 So they made a record forth and defile the environs of the 
on bronze tablets and put itbpon pillars sanctuary and do great damage to its 
on Mount Zion. purity. 37 He senled Jews in it, and 

This is a copy of what they wrote: fortified it for the safety of the country 
"On the eighteenth day of Elul, in the and of the city, and built the walls of 
one hundred and seventy-second year/ Jerusalem higher. 
which is the third year of Simon the 38 "In view of these things King 
great high priest, 28 in As'aramel,• in the Deme'trius confirmed him in the high 
great assembly of the priests and the priesthood, 39 and he made him one of 
people and the rulers of the nation and the king's>' friends and paid him high 
the elders of the country, the following honors. 40 For he had heard that the 
was proclaimed to us: Jews were addressed by the Romans as 

29 "Since wars often occurred in the friends and allies and brethren, and that 

q Glr. tliar , 140 e.c. 
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the Romansz had received the envoys of 
Simon with honor. 

41 "And• the Jews and their priests 
decided that Simon should be their 
leader and high priest for ever, until a 
trustworthy prophet should arise, 42 and 
that he should be governor over them 
and that he should take charge of the 
sanctuary and appoint men over its 
tasks and over the country and the 
weapons and the strongholds, and that 
he should take charge of the sanctuary, 
43 and that he should be obeyed by all, 
and that all contracts in the country 
should be written in his name, and that 
he should be clothed in purple and wear 
gold. 

44 "And none of the people or priests 
shall be permitted to nullify any of 
these decisions or to oppose what he 
says, or to convene an assembly in the 
country without his permission, or to be 
clothed in purple or put on a gold buckle. 
45 Whoever acts contrary to these deci
sions or nullifies any of them shall be 
liable to punishment." 

46 And all the people agreed to grant 
Simon the right to act in accord with 
these decisions. 47 So Simon accepted 
and agreed to be high priest, to be 
commander and ethnarch of the Jews 
and priests, and to be protector of them 
all.b 48 And they gave orders to inscribe 
this decree upon bronze tablets, to put 
them up in a conspicuous place in the 
precincts of the sanctuary, 49 and to 
deposit copies of them in the treasury, 
so that Simon and his sons might have 
them. 

15 Anti' ochus, the son of Deme'trius 
the king, sent a letter from the 

islands of the sea to Simon, the priest 
and ethnarch of the Jews, and to all the 
nation; 2 its contents were as follows: 
"King Anti'ochus to Simon the high 
priest and ethnarch and to the nation of 
the Jews, greeting. 3 Whereas certain 
pestilent men have gained control of the 
kingdom of our fathers, and I intend to 
lay claim to the kingdom so that I may 
restore it as it formerly was, and have 
recruited a host of mercenary troops and 
have equipped warships, 4 and intend to 
make a landing in the country so that I 
may proceed against those who have 
destroyed our country and those who 

have devastated many cities in my 
kingdom, 5 now therefore I confirm to 
you all the tax remissions that the kings 
before me have granted you, and release 
from all the other payments from which 
they have released you. 6 I permit you to 
mint your own coinage as money for 
your country, 7 and I grant freedom to 
Jerusalem and the sanctuary. All the 
weapons which you have prepared and 
the strongholds which you have built 
and now hold shall remain yours. 8 Every 
debt you owe to the royal treasury and 
any such future debts shall be canceled 
for you from henceforth and for all 
time. 9 When we gain control of our 
kingdom, we will bestow great honor 
upon you and your nation and the 
temple, so that your glory will become 
manifest in all the earth." 

10 In the one hundred and sevenry
fourth yearc Anti'ochus set out and in
vaded the land of his fathers. All the 
troops rallied to him, so that there were 
few with Trypho. 11Anti'ochus pursued 
him, and he came in his flight to Dor, 
which is by the sea; 12 for he knew that 
troubles had converged upon him, and 
his troops had deserted him. u So An
ti' ochus encamped against Dor, and 
with him were a hundred and twenty 
thousand warriors and eight thousand 
cavalry. 14 He surrounded the city, and 
the ships joined battle from the sea; he 
pressed the city hard from land and sea, 
and permitted no one to leave or enter it. 

15 Then Nume'nius and his compan
ions arrived from Rome, with letters to 
the kings and countries, in which the 
following was written: 16 "Lucius, con
sul of the Romans, to King Ptol'emy, 
greeting. 17 The envoys of the Jews have 
come to us as our friends and allies to 
renew our ancient friendship and alli
ance. They had been sent by Simon the 
high priest and by the people of the 
Jews, 18 and have brought a gold shield 
weighing a thousand minas. 19 We 
therefore have decided to write to the 
kings and countries that they should 
not seek their harm or make war against 
them and their cities and their country, 
or make alliance with those who war 
against them. 20And it has seemed good 
to us to accept the shield from them. 
21 Therefore if any pestilent men have 

z Gk they a Gk honor; and that b Or to preside over them all c 138 B.C. 
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fled to you from their country, hand 
them over to Simon the high priest, that 
he may punish them according to their 
law." 

22 The consuld wrote the same thing 
to Deme'trius the king and to At'talus 
and Ariar'athes and Ar'saces, 23 and to 
all the countries, and to Sam'psames,e 
and to the Spartans, and to Delos, and to 
Myndos, and to Sic'yon, and to Ca'ria, 
and to Samos, and to Pamphyl'ia, and to 
Lyc'ia, and to Halicarnas'sus, and to 
Rhodes, and to Phase'lis, and to Cos, 
and to Side, and to Ar'adus and Gor
ty'na and Cni'dus and Cyprus and 
Cyre'ne. 24 They also sent a copy of 
these things to Simon the high priest. 

25 Anti'ochus the king besieged Dor 
anew,! continually throwing his forces 
against it and making engines of war; 
and he shut Trypho up and kept him 
from going out or in. 26And Simon sent 
to Anti'ochus• two thousand picked men, 
to fight for him, and silver and gold 
and much military equipment. 27 But he 
refused to receive them, and he broke all 
the agreements he formerly had made 
with Simon,g and became estranged from 
him. 28 He sent to him Athenob'ius, 
one of his friends, to confer with him, 
saying, "You hold control of Joppa and 
Gazar'a and the citadel in Jerusalem; 
they are cities of my kingdom. 29 You 
have devastated their territory, you have 
done great damage in the land, and you 
have taken possession of many places 
in my kingdom. 30 Now then, hand over 
the cities which you have seized and the 
tribute money of the places which you 
have conquered outside the borders of 
Judea; 31 or else give me for them five 
hundred talents of silver, and for the 
destruction that you have caused and 
the tribute money of the cities, five 
hundred talents more. Otherwise we will 
come and conquer you." 

32 So Athenob'ius the friend of the 
king came to Jerusalem, and when he 
saw the splendor of Simon, and the 
sideboard with its gold and silver plate, 
and his great magnificence, he was 
amazed. He reported to him the words 
of the king, -13 but Simon gave him this 
reply: "We have neither taken foreign 
land nor seized foreign property, but 

only the inheritance of our fathers, which 
at one time had been unjustly taken by 
our enemies. 34 Now that we have the 
opportunity, we are firmly holding the 
inheritance of our fathers. 35As for Joppa 
and Gazar'a, which you demand, they 
were causing great damage among the 
people and to our land; for them we will 
give a hundred talents." Athenob'ius" 
did not answer him a word, 36 but re
turned in wrath to the king and reported 
to him these words and the splendor of 
Simon and all that he had seen. And the 
king was greatly angered. 

37 Now Trypho embarked on a ship 
and escaped to Ortho'sia . .18 Then the 
king made Cendebae'us commander
in-chief of the coastal country, and gave 
him troops of infantry and cavalry. 
39 He commanded him to encamp 
against Judea, and commanded him to 
build up Kedron and fortify its gates, 
and to make war on the people; but the 
king pursued Trypho. 40 So Cendebae' -
us came to Jam'nia and began to provoke 
the people and invade Judea and take 
the people captive and kill them. 41 He 
built up Kedron and stationed there 
horsemen and troops, so that they might 
go out and make raids along the high
ways of Judea, as the king had ordered 
him. 

16 John went up from Gazar'a and 
reported to Simon his father what 

Cendebae'us had done. 2And Simon 
called in his two elder sons Judas and 
John, and said to them: "I and my 
brothers and the house of my father have 
fought the wars of Israel from our youth 
until this day, and things have prospered 
in our hands so that we have delivered 
Israel many times. 3 But now I have 
grown old, and you by His mercy are 
mature in years. Take m~ place and my 
brother's, and go out ariii fight for our 
nation, and may the help which comes 
from Heaven be with you." 

4 So Johni chose out of the country 
twenty thousand warriors and horsemen, 
and they marched against Cendebae'us 
and camped for the night in Mo'de-in. 
s Early in the morning they arose and 
marched into the plain, and behold, a 
large force of infantry and horsemen 
was coming to meet them; and a stream 
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lay between them. 6 Then he and his 
army lined up against them. And he saw 
that the soldiers were afraid to cross the 
stream, so he crossed over first; and 
when his men saw him, they crossed 
over after him. 7 Then he divided the 
army and placed the horsemen in the 
midst of the infantry, for the cavalry of 
the enemy were very numerous. BAnd 
they sounded the trumpets, and Cende
bae'us and his army were put to flight, 
and many of them were wounded and 
fell; the rest fled into the stronghold. 9At 
that time Judas the brother of John was 
wounded, but John pursued them until 
Cendebae'usi reached Kedron, which he 
had built. 10 They also fled into the 
towers that were in the fields of Azo'tus, 
and Johni burned it with fire, and about 
two thousand of them fell. And he 
returned to Judea safely. 

11 Now Ptol'emy the son of Abu'bus 
had been appointed governor over the 
plain of Jericho, and he had much sil
ver and gold, 12 for he was son-in-law 
of the high priest. I 3 His heart was lifted 
up; he determined to get control of the 
country, and made treacherous plans 
against Simon and his sons, to do away 
with them. 14 Now Simon was visiting 
the cities of the country and attending 
to their needs, and he went down to 
Jericho with Mattathi'as and Judas his 
sons, in the one hundred and seventy
seventh year,k in the eleventh month, 
which is the month of Shebat. IS The 
son of Abu'bus received them treacher-

ously in the linle stronghold called Dok, 
which he had built; he gave them a great 
banquet, and hid men there. 16 When 
Simon and his sons were drunk, Ptol' emy 
and his men rose up, took their weapons, 
and rushed in against Simon in the ban
quet hall, and they killed him and his 
two sons and some of his servants. 17 So 
he committed an act of great treachery 
and returned evil for good. 

18 Then Ptol' emy wrote a report about 
these things and sent it to the king, 
asking him to send troops to aid him 
and to turn over to him the cities and 
the country. 19 He sent other men to 
Gazar'a to do away with John; he sent 
letters to the captains asking them to 
come to him so that he might give them 
silver and gold and gifts; 20 and he sent 
other men to take possession of J eru
salem and the temple hill. 21 But some 
one ran ahead and reported to John at 
Gazar'a that his father and brothers had 
perished, and that "he has sent men to 
kill you also." 22 When he heard this, he 
was greatly shocked; and he seized the 
men who came to destroy him and 
killed them, for he had found out that 
they were seeking to destroy him. 

23 The rest of the acts of John and 
his wars and the brave deeds which he 
did, and the building of the walls which 
he built, and his achievements, 24 be
hold, they are written in the chronicles 
of his high priesthood, from the time 
that he became high priest after his 
father. 

THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 

MACCABEES 

1 The Jewish brethren in Jerusalem 
and those in the land of Judea, 

To their Jewish brethren in Egypt, 
Greeting, and good peace. 
2 May God do good to you, and may 

he remember his covenant with Abra
ham and Isaac and Jacob, his faithful 
servants. 3 May he give you all a heart 
to worship him and to do his will with 
i Gk he k 134 s.c. a 143 s.c. 

a strong heart and a willing spirit. 4 May 
he open your heart to his law and his 
commandments, and may he bring 
peace. 5 May he hear your prayers and 
be reconciled to you, and may he not 
forsake you in time of evil. 6 We are 
now praying for you here. 

7 In the reign of Deme'trius, in the 
one hundred and sixcy-ninth year,• we 
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Jews wrote to you, in the critical distress 
which came upon us in those years after 
Jason and his company revolted from 
the holy land and the kingdom B and 
burned the gate and shed innocent 
blood. We besought the Lord and we 
were heard, and we offered sacrifice and 
cereal offering, and we lighted the lamps 
and we set out the loaves. YAnd now see 
that you keep the feast of booths in the 
month of Chislev, in the one hundred 
and eighty-eighth year.h 

10 Those in Jerusalem and those in 
Judea and the senate and Judas, 

To Aristobu'lus, who is of the family 
of the anointed priests, teacher of Ptol' -
emy the king, and to the Jews in Egypt, 

Greeting, and good health. 
11 Having been saved by God out of 

grave dangers we thank him greatly for 
taking our side against the king.c 12 For 
he drove out those who fought against 
the holy city. 1J For when the leader 
reached Persia with a force that seemed 
irresistible, they were cut to pieces in the 
temple of Nanae'a by a deception em
ployed by the priests of Nanae'a. 14 For 
under pretext of intending to marry her, 
Anti'ochus came to the place together 
with his friends, to secure most of its 
treasures as a dowry. 15 When the priests 
of the temple of Nanae'a had set out the 
treasures and Anti'ochus had come with 
a few men inside the wall of the sacred 
precinct, they closed the temple as soon 
as he entered it. 16 Opening the secret 
door in the ceiling, they threw stones 
and struck down the leader and his men, 
and dismembered them and cut off their 
heads and threw them to the people 
outside. 17 Blessed in every way be our 
God, who has brought judgment upon 
those who have behaved impiously. 

18 Since on the twenty-fifth day of 
Chislev we shall celebrate the purifica
tion of the temple, we thought it neces
sary to notify you, in order that you 
also may celebrate the feast of booths 
and the feast of the fire given when 
Nchcmi'ah, who built the temple and 
the altar, offered sacrifices. 

19 For when our fathers were being 
led captive to Persia, the pious priests 
of that time took some of the fire of the 
altar and secretly hid it in the hollow 

of a dry cistern, where they took such 
precautions that the place was unknown 
to any one. 20 But after many years had 
passed, when it pleased God, Nehemi'ah, 
having been commissioned by the king 
of Persia, sent the descendants of the 
priests who had hidden the fire to get it. 
And when they reported to us that they 
had not found fire but thick liquid, he 
ordered them to dip it out and bring it. 
21And when the materials for the sac
rifices were presented, Nehemi'ah or
dered the priests to sprinkle the liquid 
on the wood and what was laid upon it. 
22 When this was done and some time 
had passed and the sun, which had been 
clouded over, shone out, a great fire 
blazed up, so that all marveled. 2JAnd 
while the sacrifice was being consumed, 
the priests offered prayer-the priests 
and every one. Jonathan led, and the 
rest responded, as did Nehemi'ah. 24 The 
prayer was to this effect: 

"O Lord, Lord God, Creator of all 
things, who art awe-inspiring and strong 
and just and merciful, who alone art 
King and art kind, 25 who alone art 
bountiful, who alone art just and al
mighty and eternal, who dost rescue 
Israel from every evil, who didst choose 
the fathers and consecrate them, 26 ac
cept this sacrifice on behalf of all thy 
people Israd and preserve thy portion 
and make it holy. 27 Gather together our 
scattered people, set free those who are 
slaves among the Gentiles, look upon 
those who are rejected and despised, and 
let the Gentiles know that thou art our 
God. 28Afflict those who oppress and 
are insolent with pride. 29 Plant thy 
people in thy holy place, as Moses said." 

30 Then the priests sang the hymns. 
JIAnd when the materials of the sacrifice 
were consumed, Nehemi'ah ordered that 
the liquid that was left should be poured 
upon large stones. JZ When this was done, 
a flame blazed up; but when the light 
from the altar shone back, it went out. 
JJ When this matter became known, and 
it was reported to the king of the Per
sians that, in the place where the exiled 
priests had hidden the fire, the liquid 
had appeared with which Nehemi'ah and 
his associates had burned the materials 
of the sacrifice, J4 the king investigated 
the matter, and enclosed the place and 
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made it sacred. 35And with those persons collected the books about the kings and 
whom the king favored he exchanged prophets, and the writings of David, and 
many excellent gifts. 36 Nehemi'ah and letters of kings about votive offerings. 
his associates called this "nephthar," 14 In the same way Judas also collected 
which means purification, but by most all the books that had been lost on 
people it is called naphtha.d account of the war which had come upon 

2 One finds in the records that Jere- us, and they are in our possession. 15 So 
miah the prophet ordered those who if you have need of them, send people 

were being deported to take some of the to get them for you. 
fire, as has been told, 2 and that the 16 Since, therefore, we are about to 
prophet after giving them the law in- celebrate the purification, we write to 
structed those who were being deported you. Will you therefore please keep the 
not to forget the commandments of the days? 17 It is God who has saved all his 
Lord, nor to be led astray in their people, and has returned the inheritance 
thoughts upon seeing the gold and silver to all, and the kingship and priesthood 
statues and their adornment. 3And with and consecration, 18 as he promised 
other similar words he exhorted them through the law. For we have hope in 
that the law should not depart from God that he will soon have mercy upon 
their hearts. us and will gather us from everywhere 

4 It was also in the writing that the under heaven into his holy place, for he 
prophet, having received an oracle, or- has rescued us from great evils and has 
dered that the tent and the ark should purified the place. 
follow with him, and that he went out 
to the moWltain where Moses had gone 
up and had seen the inheritance of God. 
5And Jeremiah came and found a cave, 
and he brought there the tent and the 
ark and the altar of incense, and he 
sealed up the entrance. 6 Some of those 
who followed him came up to mark the 
way, but could not find it. 7 When Jere
miah learned of it, he rebuked them 
and declared: "The place shall be un
known until God gathers his people 
together again and shows his mercy. 
8And then the Lord will disclose these 
things, and the glory of the Lord and the 
cloud will appear, as they were shown 
in the case of Moses, and as Solomon 
asked that the place should be specially 
consecrated." 

9 It was also made clear that being 
possessed of wisdom Solomon• offered 
sacrifice for the dedication and com
pletion of the temple. 10 Just as Moses 
prayed to the Lord, and fire came down 
from heaven and devoured the sacrifices, 
so also Solomon prayed, and the fire 
came down and consumed the whole 
burnt offerings. I !And Moses said, 
"They were consumed because the sin 
offering had not been eaten." 12 Likewise 
Solomon also kept the eight days. 

13 The same things are reported in the 
records and in the memoirs of Nehemi' -
ah, and also that he foWlded a library and 
d Gk nephthai e Gk he 

19 The story of Judas Maccabe'us and 
his brothers, and the purification of the 
great temple, and the dedication of the 
altar, 20 and further the wars against 
Anti'ochus Epiph'anes and his son 
Eu'pator, 21 and the appearances which 
came from heaven to those who strove 
zealously on behalf of Judaism, so that 
though few in number they seized the 
whole land and pursued the barbarian 
hordes, 22 and recovered the temple 
famous throughout the world and freed 
the city and restored the laws that were 
about to be abolished, while the Lord 
with great kindness became gracious to 
them-23 all this, which has been set 
forth by Jason of Cyre'ne in five volumes, 
we shall anempt to condense into a single 
book. 24 For considering the flood of 
numbers involved and the difficulty 
there is for those who wish to enter upon 
the narratives of history because of the 
mass of material, 25 we have aimed to 
please those who wish to read, to make 
it easy for those who are inclined to 
memorize, and to profit all readers. 
26 For us who have Wldertaken the toil 
of abbreviating, it is no light matter but 
calls for sweat and loss of sleep, 27 just 
as it is not easy for one who prepares a 
banquet and seeks the benefit of others. 
However, to secure the gratitude of 
many we will g\adly endure the Wlcom-
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fortable toil, 28 leaving the responsibility 
for exact details to the compiler, while 
devoting our effort to arriving at the 
outlines of the condensation. 29 For as 
the master builder of a new house must 
be concerned with the whole construc
tion, while the one who undertakes its 
painting and decoration has to consider 
only what is suitable for its adornment, 
such in my judgment is the case with us. 
Jo It is the duty of the original historian 
to occupy the ground and to discuss 
matters from every side and to take 
trouble with details, JI but the one who 
recasts the narrative should be allowed 
to strive for brevity of expression and to 
forego exhaustive treatment. 32At this 
point therefore let us begin our narra
tive, adding only so much to what has 
already been said; for it is foolish to 
lengthen the preface while cutting short 
the history itself. 

3 While the holy city was inhabited 
in unbroken peace and the laws were 

very well observed because of the piety 
of the high priest Oni'as and his hatred 
of wickedness, 2 it came about that the 
kings themselves honored the place and 
glorified the temple with the finest pre
sents, J so that even Seleu' cus, the king of 
Asia, defrayed from his own revenues all 
the expenses connected with the service 
of the sacrifices. 4 But a man named 
Simon, of the tribe of Benjamin, who 
had been made captain of the temple, 
had a disagreement with the high priest 
about the administration of the city 
market; 5 and when he could not prevail 
over Oni'as he went to Apollo'nius of 
Tarsus/ who at that time was governor 
of Coelesyria and Phoeni'cia. 6 He re
ported to him that the treasury in 
Jerusalem was full of untold sums of 
money, so that the amount of the funds 
could not be reckoned, and that they 
did not belong to the account of the 
sacrifices, but that it was possible for 
them to fall under the control of the 
king. 7 When Apollo'nius met the king, 
he told him of the money about which 
he had been informed. The kingg chose 
Heliodor'us, who was in charge of his 
affairs, and sent him with commands to 
effect the removal of the aforesaid 
money. B Heliodor'us at once set out on 

his journey, ostensibly to make a tour of 
inspection of the cities of Coelesyria and 
Phoeni'cia, but in fact to carry out the 
king's purpose. 

9 When he had arrived at Jerusalem 
and had been kindly welcomed by the 
high priest ofh the city, he told about 
the disclosure that had been made and 
stated why he had come, and he inquired 
whether this really was the situation. 
10 The high priest explained that there 
were some deposits belonging to widows 
and orphans, 11 and also some money of 
Hyrca'nus, son ofTobi'as, a man of very 
prominent position, and that it totalled 
in all four hundred talents of silver and 
two hundred of gold. To such an extent 
the impious Simon had misrepresented 
thefacts.12Andhesaid thatitwasutterly 
impossible that wrong should be done 
to those people who had trusted in the 
holiness of the place and in the sanctity 
and inviolability of the temple which is 
honored throughout the whole world. 
IJ But Heliodor'us, because of the king's 
commands which he had, said that this 
money must in any case be confiscated 
for the king's treasury. 14 So he set a day 
and went in to direct the inspection of 
these funds. 

There was no little distress through
out the whole city. 15 The priests pros
trated themselves before the altar in 
their priestly garments and called toward 
heaven upon him who had given the law 
about deposits, that he should keep 
them safe for those who had deposited 
them. 16 To see the appearance of the 
high priest was to be wounded at heart, 
for his face and the change in his color 
disclosed the anguish of his soul. 17 For 
terror and bodily trembling had come 
over the man, which plainly showed to 
those who looked at him the pain lodged 
in his heart. 18 People also hurried out 
of their houses in crowds to make a 
general supplication because the holy 
place was about to be brought into 
contempt. 19 Women, girded with sack
cloth under their breasts, thronged the 
streets. Some of the maidens who were 
kept indoors ran together to the gates, 
and some to the walls, while others 
peered out of the windows. 20And hold
ing up their hands to heaven, they all 
made entreaty. 21 There was something 

f Gk Apolloniw son of Thllrseas g Gk He h Some authorities read and 
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pitiable in the prostration of the whole 
populace and the anxiety of the high 
priest in his great anguish. 

22 While they were calling upon the 
Almighty Lord that he would keep what 
had been entrusted safe and secure for 
those who had entrusted it, 23 Helio
dor'us went on with what had been 
decided. 24 But when he arrived at the 
treasury with his bodyguard, then and 
there the Sovereign of spirits and of all 
authority caused so great a manifesta
tion that all who had been so bold as to 
accompany him were astounded by the 
power of God, and became faint with 
terror. 25 For there appeared to them a 
magnificently caparisoned horse, with a 
rider of frightening mien, and it rushed 
furiously at Heliodor'us and struck at 
him with its front hoofs. Its rider was 
seen to have armor and weapons of 
gold. 26 Two young men also appeared 
to him, remarkably strong, gloriously 
beautiful and splendidly dressed, who 
stood on each side of him and scourged 
him continuously, inflicting many blows 
on him. 27 When he suddenly fell to the 
ground and deep darkness came over 
him, his men took him up and put him 
on a stretcher 28 and carried him away, 
this man who had just entered the afore
said treasury with a great retinue and all 
his bodyguard but was now unable to 
help himself; and they recognized clearly 
the sovereign power of God. 29 While 
he lay prostrate, speechless because of 
the divine intervention and deprived of 
any hope of recovery, JO they praised 
the Lord who had acted marvelously for 
his own place. And the temple, which 
a little while before was full of fear and 
disturbance, was filled with joy and 
gladness, now that the Almighty Lord 
had appeared. 

31 Quickly some ofHeliodor'us' friends 
asked Oni'as to call upon the Most High 
and to grant life to one who was lying 
quite at his last breath. 32And the high 
priest, fearing that the king might get 
the notion that some foul play had been 
perpetrated by the Jews with regard to 
Heliodor'us, offered sacrifice for the 
man's recovery. 33 While the high priest 
was making the offering of atonement, 
the same young men appeared again to 
Heliodor'us, dressed in the same cloth
; Gk and i Vg Compare verse 21: Greek uncertain 

ing, and they stood and said, "Be very 
grateful to Oni'as the high priest, since 
for his sake the Lord has granted you 
your life. 34And see that you, who have 
been scourged by heaven, report to all 
men the majestic power of God." Hav
ing said this they vanished. 

35 Then Heliodor'us offered sacrifice 
to the Lord and made very great vows 
to the Savior of his life, and having 
bidden Oni'as farewell, he marched off 
with his forces to the king. 36And he bore 
testimony to all men of the deeds of the 
supreme God, which he had seen with 
his own eyes. 37 When the king asked 
Heliodor'us what sort of person would 
be suitable to send on another mission 
to Jerusalem, he replied, 38 "If you 
have any enemy or plotter against your 
government, send him there, for you 
will get him back thoroughly scourged, 
if he escapes at all, for there certainly is 
about the place some power of God. 
39 For he who has his dwelling in heaven 
watches over that place himself and 
brings it aid, and he strikes and destroys 
those who come to do it injury." 40 This 
was the outcome of the episode of 
Heliodor'us and the protection of the 
treasury. 

4 The previously mentioned Simon, 
who had informed about the money 

againsti his own country, slandered 
Oni'as, saying that it was he who had in
cited Heliodor'us and had been the real 
cause of the misfortune. 2 He dared to 
designate as a plotter against the govern
ment the man who was the benefactor 
of the city, the protector of his fellow 
countrymen, and a zealot for the laws. 
3 When his hatred progressed to such 
a degree that even murders were com
mitted by one of Simon's approved 
agents, 4 Oni'as recognized that the ri
valry was serious and that Apollo'nius, 
the son of Menes'theusj and governor of 
Coelesyria and Phoeni'cia, was intensify
ing the malice of Simon. s So he betook 
himself to the king, not accusing his 
fellow citizens but having in view the 
welfare, both public and private, of all 
the people. 6 For he saw that without 
the king's attention public affairs could 
not again reach a peaceful settlement, 
and that Simon would not stop his 
folly. 
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7 When Seleu'cus died and Anti'ochus thought best not to use it for sacrifice, 

who was called Epiph'anes succeeded to because that was inappropriate, but to 
the kingdom, Jason the brother of Oni'as expend it for another purpose. 20 So 
obtained the high priesthood by cor- this money was intended by the sender 
ruption, 8 promising the king at an for the sacrifice to Her'cules, but by the 
interviewk three hundred and sixty decision of its carriers it was applied to 
talents of silver and, from another the construction of triremes. 
source of revenue, eighty talents. 9 Jn 21 When Apollo'nius the son of Me
addition to this he promised to pay one ncs'theus was sent to Egypt for the 
hundred and fifty more if permission coronationn of Philome'tor as king, Anti' -
were given to establish by his authority ochus learned that Philome'tor0 had 
a gymnasium and a body of youth for become hostile to his government, and 
it, and to enrol the men of Jerusalem he took measures for his own security. 
as citizens of Antioch. 10 When the king Therefore upon arriving at Joppa he 
assented and Jason/ came to office, he proceeded to Jerusalem. 22 He was wel
at once shifted his countrymen over to corned magnificently by Jason and the 
the Greek way of life. 11 He set aside the city, and ushered in with a blaze of 
existing royal concessions to the Jews, torches and with shouts. Then he 
secured through John the father of marched into Phoeni'cia. 
Eupol'emus, who went on the mission to 23 After a period of three years Jason 
establish friendship and alliance with sent Menela'us, the brother of the pre
the Romans; and he destroyed the viously mentioned Simon, to carry the 
lawful ways of living and introduced money to the king and to complete the 
new customs contrary to the law. 12 For records of essential business. 24 But he, 
with alacrity he founded a gymnasium when presented to the king, extolled him 
right under the citadel, and he induced with an air of authority, and secured 
the noblest of the young menm to wear the high priesthood for himself, out
the Greek hat. 13 There was such an bidding Jason by three hundred talents 
extreme of Hellenization and increase of silver. 25After receiving the king's 
in the adoption of foreign ways because orders he returned, possessing no quali
of the surpassing wickedness of Jason, fication for the high priesthood, but 
who was ungodly and no high priest, having the hot temper of a cruel tyrant 
14 that the priests were no longer intent and the rage of a savage wild beast. 
upon their service at the altar. Despising 26 So Jason, who after supplanting his 
the sanctuary and neglecting the sacri- own brother was supplanted by another 
fices, they hastened to take part in the man, was driven as a fugitive into the 
unlawful proceedings in the wrestling land of Ammon. 27And Menela'us held 
arena after the call to the discus, 15 dis- the office, but he did not pay regularly 
daining the honors prized by their any of the money promised to the king. 
fathers and putting the highest value 28 When So'stratus the captain of the 
upon Greek forms of prestige. 16 For citadel kept requesting payment, for the 
this reason heavy disaster overtook collection of the revenue was his re
them, and those whose ways of living sponsibility, the two of them were 
they admired and wished to imitate summoned by the king on account of 
completely became their enemies and this issue. 29 Menela'us left his own 
punished them. 17 For it is no light thing brother Lysim'achus as deputy in the 
to show irreverence to the divine laws- high priesthood, while So'stratus left 
a fact which later events will make clear. Crates, the commander of the Cyprian 

18 When the quadrennial games were troops. 
being held at Tyre and the king was 30 While such was the state of affairs, 
present, 19 the vile Jason sent envoys, it happened that the people of Tarsus 
chosen as being Antioch'ian citizens from and of Mallus revolted because their 
Jerusalem, to carry three hundred silver cities had been given as a present to 
drachmas for the sacrifice to Her'cules. Anti'ochis, the king's concubine. 31 So 
Those who carried the money, however, the king went hastily to settle the trouble, 
k Or by a petition I Gk he 
m Some authorhiea add subjecdng than n The exact meaning of the Greek word is uncertain o Gk Ju 
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leaving Androni' cus, a man of high rank, 
to act as his deputy. 32 But Menela'us, 
thinking he had obtained a suitable 
opporrunity, stole some of the gold 
vessels of the temple and gave them to 
Androni'cus; other vessels, as it hap
pened, he had sold to Tyre and the 
neighboring cities. 33When Oni'as be
came fully aware of these acts he 
publicly exposed them, having first 
withdrawn to a place of sanctuary at 
Daphne near Antioch. 34 Therefore 
Menela'us, taking Androni'cus aside, 
urged him to kill Oni'as. Androni'cusP 
came to Oni'as, and resoning to treach
ery offered him sworn pledges and gave 
him his right hand, and in spite of his 
suspicion persuaded Oni'asq to come out 
from the place of sanctuary; then, with 
no regard for justice, he immediately put 
him out of the way. JS For this reason 
not only Jews, but many also of other 
nations, were grieved and displeased at 
the unjust murder of the man. J6 When 
the king returned from the region of 
Cili'cia, the Jews in the city' appealed to 
him with regard to the unreasonable 
murder of Oni'as, and the Greeks shared 
their hatred of the crime. 37 Therefore 
Anti'ochus was grieved at heart and 
filled with pity, and wept because of the 
moderation and good conduct of the 
deceased; JR and inflamed with anger, 
he immediately stripped off the purple 
robe from Androni'cus, tore off his gar
ments, and led him about the whole 
city to that very place where he had 
committed the outrage against Oni'as, 
and there he dispatched the bloodthirsty 
fellow. The Lord thus repaid him with 
the punishment he deserved. 

39 When many acts of sacrilege had 
been committed in the city by Lysim' -
achus with the connivance of Mene
la'us, and when repon of them had 
spread abroad, the populace gathered 
against Lysim'achus, because many of 
the gold vessels had already been stolen. 
40And since the crowds were becoming 
aroused and filled with anger, Lysim'
achus armed about three thousand men 
and launched an unjust attack, under 
the leadership of a cenain Aura'nus, 
a man advanced in years and no less 
advanced in folly. 41 But when the 
Jewss became aware of Lysim'achus' 

attack, some picked up stones, some 
blocks of wood, and others took hand
fuls of the ashes that were lying about, 
and threw them in wild confusion at 
Lysim'achus and his men. 42As a result, 
they wounded many of them, and killed 
some, and put them all to flight; and 
the temple robber himself they killed 
close by the treasury. 

43 Charges were brought against 
Menela'us about this incident. 44 When 
the king came to Tyre, three men sent 
by the senate presented the case before 
him. 4S But Menela'us, already as good 
as beaten, promised a substantial bribe 
to Ptol'emy son of Dorym'enes to win 
over the king. 46 Therefore Ptol'emy, 
taking the king aside into a colonnade 
as if for refreshment, induced the king 
to change his mind. 47 Menela'us, the 
cause of all the evil, he acquitted of the 
charges against him, while he sentenced 
to death those unfonunate men, who 
would have been freed uncondemned if 
they had pleaded even before Scyth'ians. 
4BAnd so those who had spoken for 
the city and the villages' and the holy 
vessels quickly suffered the unjust pen
alty. 49 Therefore even the Tyr'ians, 
showing their hatred of the crime, pro
vided magnificently for their funeral. 
so But Menela'us, because of the cupid
ity of those in power, remained in office, 
growing in wickedness, having become 
the chief plotter against his fellow citi
zens. 

5 About this time Anti'ochus mad<! 
his second invasion of Egypt. 2And 

it happened that over all the city, for al
most forty days, there appeared golden
clad horsemen charging through the 
air, in companies fully armed ·with 
lances and drawn swords-3 troops of 
horsemen drawn up, attacks and counter
attacks made on this side and on 
that, brandishing of shields, massing of 
spears, hurling of missiles, the flash 
of golden trappings, and armor of all 
sons. 4 Therefore all men prayed that 
the apparition might prove to have been 
a good omen. 

5 When a false rumor arose char 
Anti'ochus was dead, Jason took no less 
than a thousand men and suddenly 
made an assault upon the city. When the 

P Gk He q Gk him r Oc in each ciry s Gk they I OthC'r authorities read the people 
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troops upon the wall had been forced Lord was angered for a little while 
back and at last the city was being taken, because of the sins of those who dwelt 
Menela'us took refuge in the citadel. in the city, and that therefore he was 
6 But Jason kept relentlessly slaughter- disregarding the holy place. IS But if it 
ing his fellow citizens, not realizing that had not happened that they were in
success at the cost of one's kindred is volved in many sins, this man would 
the greatest misfortune, but imagining have been scourged and turned back 
that he was setting up trophies of vie- from his rash act as soon as he came for
tory over enemies and not over fellow ward, just as Heliodor'us was, whom 
countrymen. 7 He did not gain control Seleu'cus the king sent to inspect the 
of the government, however; and in the treasury. 19 But the Lord did not choose 
end got only disgrace from his conspir- the nation for the sake of the holy 
acy, and fled again into the country of the place, but the place for the sake of the 
Am'monites. 8 Finally he met a miserable nation. 20 Therefore the place itself 
end. Accused" before Ar' etas the ruler of shared in the misfortunes that befell the 
the Arabs, fleeing from city to city, nation and afterward participated in its 
pursued by all men, hated as a rebel benefits; and what was forsaken in the 
against the laws, and abhorred as the wrath of the Almighty was restored 
executioner of his country and his fellow again in all its glory when the great 
citizens, he was cast ashore in Egypt; Lord became reconciled. 
9 and he who had driven many from 21 So Anti'ochus carried off eighteen 
their own country into exile died in hundred talents from the temple, and 
exile, having embarked to go to the hurried away to Antioch, thinking in 
Lacedaemo'nians in hope of finding pro- his arrogance that he could sail on the 
tection because of their kinship. IO He land and walk on the sea, because his 
who had cast out many to lie unburied mind was elated. 22And he left governors 
had no one to mourn for him; he had to afflict the people: at Jerusalem, Philip, 
no funeral of any sort and no place in by birth a Phryg'ian and in character 
the tomb of his fathers. more barbarous than the man who ap-

11 When news of what had happened pointed him; 23 and at Ger'izim, Andro
reached the king, he took it to mean that ni'cus; and besides these Menela'us, who 
Judea was in revolt. So, raging inwardly, lorded it over his fellow citizens worse 
he left Egypt and took the city by storm. than the others did. In his malice to
I2And he commanded his soldiers to ward the Jewish citizens,w 24Anti'ochusx 
cut down relentlessly every one they sent Apollo'nius, the captain of the 
met and to slay those who went into the My'sians, with an army of twenty-two 
houses. 13 Then there was killing of thousand, and commanded him to slay 
young and old, destruction of boys, all the grown men and to sell the 
women, and children, and slaughter women and boys as slaves. 25 When this 
of virgins and infants. 14 Within the man arrived in Jerusalem, he pretended 
total of three days eighty thousand to be peaceably disposed and waited 
were destroyed, forty thousand in hand- until the holy sabbath day; then, find
to-hand fighting; and as many were sold ing the Jews not at work, he ordered 
into slavery as were slain. his men to parade under arms. 26 He 

15 Not content with this, Anti'ochus• put to the sword all those who came out 
dared to enter the most holy temple in to see them, then rushed into the city 
all the world, guided by Menela'us, who with his armed men and killed great 
had become a traitor both to the laws numbers of people. 
and to his country. 16 He took the holy 27 But Judas Maccabe'us, with about 
vessels with his polluted hands, and nine others, got away to the wilderness, 
swept away with profane hands the and kept himself and his companions 
votive offerings which other kings had alive in the mountains as wild animals 
made to enhance the glory and honor do; they continued to live on what 
of the place. 17Anti'ochus was elated in grew wild, so that they might not share 
spirit, and did not perceive that the in the defilement. 

~ gk: ~k lmprisorud v Gk he w Or worse than the othn1 did in his malice toward the Jewish citizens 



2 MACCABEES 6 160 Sacrilege imposed by force 

6 Not long after this, the king sent 
an AthenianY senator< to compel the 

Jews to forsake the laws of their fathers 
and cease to live by the laws of God, 
2 and also to pollute the temple in 
Jerusalem and call it the temple of 
Olympian Zeus, and to call the one in 
Ger'izim the temple of Zeus the Friend 
of Strangers, as did the people who 
dwelt in that place. 

3 Harsh and utterly grievous was the 
onslaught of evil. 4 For the temple was 
filled with debauchery and reveling by 
the Gentiles, who dallied with harlots 
and had intercourse with women within 
the sacred precincts, and besides brought 
in things for sacrifice that were unfit. 
5 The altar was covered with abomina
ble offerings which were forbidden by 
the laws. 6A man could neither keep 
the sabbath, nor observe the feasts of 
his fathers, nor so much as confess him
self to be a Jew. 

7 On the monthly celebration of the 
king's birthday, the Jewsa were taken, 
under bitter constraint, to partake of the 
sacrifices; and when the feast of Diony' -
sus came, they were compelled to walk 
in the procession in honor of Diony'sus, 
wearing wreaths of ivy. s At the sugges
tion of Ptol'emy a decree was issued to 
the neighboring Greek cities, that they 
should adopt the same policy toward the 
Jews and make them partake of the 
sacrifices, 9 and should slay those who 
did not choose to change over to Greek 
customs. One could see, therefore, the 
misery that had come upon them. 
10 For example, two women were 
brought in for having circumcised their 
children. These women they publicly 
paraded about the city, with their ba
bies hung at their breasts, then hurled 
them down headlong from the wall. 
11 Others who had assembled in the 
caves near by, to observe the seventh 
day secretly, were betrayed to Philip 
and were all burned together, because 
their piety kept them from defending 
themselves, in view of their regard for 
that most holy day. 

12 Now I urge those who read this 
book not to be depressed by such 
calamities, but to recognize that these 
punishments were designed not to de
stroy but to discipline our people. 13 In 

fact, not to let the impious alone for 
long, but to punish them immediately, 
is a sign of great kindness. 14 For in the 
case of the other nations the Lord waits 
patiently to punish them until they have 
reached the full measure of their sins; 
but he does not deal in this way with us, 
15 in order that he may not take ven
geance on us afterward when our sins 
have reached their height. 16 Therefore 
he never withdraws his mercy from us. 
Though he disciplines us with calami
ties, he does not forsake his own people. 
17 Let what we have said serve as a 
reminder; we must go on briefly with the 
story. 

18 Elea'zar, one of the scribes in 
high position, a man now advanced in 
age and of noble presence, was being 
forced to open his mouth to eat swine's 
flesh. 19 But he, welcoming death with 
honor rather than life with pollution, 
went up to the rack of his own accord, 
spitting out the flesh, 20 as men ought to 
go who have the courage to refuse 
things that it is not right to taste, even 
for the natural love of life. 

21 Those who were in charge of that 
unlawful sacrifice took the man aside, 
because of their long acquaintance with 
him, and privately urged him to bring 
meat of his own providing, proper for 
him to use, and pretend that he was 
eating the flesh of the sacrificial meal 
which had been commanded by the 
king, 22 so that by joing this he might 
be saved from death, and be treated 
kindly on account of his old friendship 
with them. 23 But making a high resolve, 
worthy of his years and the dignity of 
his old age and the grey hairs which 
he had reached with distinction and his 
excellent life even from childhood, and 
moreover according to the holy God
given law, he declared himself quickly, 
telling them to send him to Hades. 

24 "Such pretence is not worthy of 
our time of life," he said, ''lest many 
of the young should suppose that Elea' -
zar in his ninetieth year has gone over 
to an alien religion, 25 and through my 
pretence, for the sake of living a brief 
moment longer, they should be led 
astray because of me, while I defile and 
disgrace my old age. 26 For even if for 
the present I should avoid the punish-

Y Some authorities read Antiochian z Or Geron an Acheniatr a Gk the_v 
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ment of men, yet whether I live or die when he said, 'And he will have com-
1 shall not escape the hands of the passion on his servants.' " 
Almighty. 27 Therefore, by manfully 7 After the first brother had died in 
giving up my life now, I will show my- this way, they brought forward the 
self worthy of my old age 28 and leave to second for their sport. They tore off 
the young a noble example of how to the skin of his head with the hair; and 
die a good death willingly and nobly for asked him, "Will you eat rather than 
the revered and holy laws." have your body punished limb by limb?" 

When he had said this, he wentb at 8 He replied in the language of his 
once to the rack. 29And those who a fathers, and said to them, "No." There
little before had acted toward him with fore he in tum underwent tortures 
good will now changed to ill will, be- as the first brother had done. 9And 
cause the words he had uttered were in when he was at his last breath, he 
their opinion sheer madness.c 30 When said, "You accursed wretch, you dis
he was about to die under the blows, he miss us from this present life, but the 
groaned aloud and said: "It is clear to King of the universe will raise us up to 
the Lord in his holy knowledge that, an everlasting renewal of life, because 
though I might have been saved from we have died for his laws." 
death, I am enduring terrible suffer- 10 After him, the third was the 
ings in my body under this beating, but victim of their sport. When it was de
in my soul I am glad to suffer these manded, he quickly put out his tongue 
things because I fear him." and courageously stretched forth his 

31 So in this way he died, leaving hands, 11 and said nobly, "I got these 
in his death an example of nobility and from Heaven, and because of his laws 
a memorial of courage, not only to the I disdain them, and from him I hope 
youngbuttothegreatbodyofhisnation. to get them back again." 12As a result 

7 It happened also that seven broth
ers and their mother were arrested 

and were being compelled by the king, 
under torture with whips and cords, to 
partake of unlawful swine's flesh. 2 One 
of them, acting as their spokesman, 
said, "What do you intend to ask and 
learn from us? For we are ready to 
die rather than transgress the laws of 
our fathers.'' 

3 The king fell into a rage, and gave 
orders that pans and caldrons be 
heated. 4 These were heated immediate
ly, and he commanded that the tongue 
of their spokesman be cut out and that 
they scalp him and cut off his hands 
and feet, while the rest of the brothers 
and the mother looked on. s When he 
was utterly helpless, the kingd ordered 
them to take him to the fire, still breath
ing, and to fry him in a pan. The smoke 
from the pan spread widely, but the 
brothers• and their mother encouraged 
one another to die nobly, saying, 6 "The 
Lord God is watching over us and 
in truth has compassion on us, as 
Moses declared in his song which bore 
witness against the people to their faces, 

the king himself and those with him 
were astonished at the young man's 
spirit, for he regarded his sufferings as 
nothing. 

13 When he too had died, they 
maltreated and tortured the fourth in 
the same way. 14And when he was 
near death, he said, "One cannot but 
choose to die at the hands of men 
and to cherish the hope that God gives 
of being raised again by him. But for 
you there will be no resurrection to 
life!" 

15 Next they brought forward the 
fifth and maltreated him. 16 But he 
looked at the king,! and said, "Because 
you have authority among men, mortal 
though you are, you do what you please. 
But do not think that God has forsaken 
our people. 17 Keep on, and see how his 
mighty power will torture you and your 
descendants!" 

18 After him they brought forward 
the sixth. And when he was about to 
die, he said, "Do not deceive yourself 
in vain. For we are suffering these things 
on our own account, because of our 
sins against our own God. Thereforeg 
astounding things have happened. 19 But 

b Other 11.uthoritietl read was dragged c The Greek text of this verse i9 uncenain d Gk he e Gk rhey 
f Gk him • Lat: other authorities om.it Therefore 
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do not think that you will go unpunished 
for having tried to fight against God!" 

20 The mother was especially ad
mirable and worthy of honorable mem
ory. Though she saw her seven sons 
perish within a single day, she bore 
it with good courage because of her 
hope in the Lord. 21 She encouraged 
each of them in the language of their 
fathers. Filled with a noble spirit, she 
fired her woman's reasoning with a 
man's courage, and said to them, 22 "I 
do not know how you came into be
ing in my womb. It was not I who gave 
you life and breath, nor I who set 
in order the elements within each of 
you. 23 Therefore the Creator of the 
world, who shaped the beginning of 
man and devised the origin of all things, 
will in his mercy give life and breath 
back to you again, since you now forget 
yourselves for the sake of his laws." 

24 Anti'ochus felt that he was be
ing treated with contempt, and he was 
suspicious of her reproachful tone. The 
youngest brother being still alive, Anti'
ochush not only appealed to him in 
words, but promised with oaths that 
he would make him rich and enviable 
if he would turn from the ways of his 
fathers, and that he would take him for 
his friend and entrust him with public 
affairs. 25 Since the young man would 
not listen to him at all, the king called 
the mother to him and urged her to ad
vise the youth to save himself. 26After 
much urging on his part, she undertook 
to persuade her son. 27 But, leaning 
close to him, she spoke in their native 
tongue as follows, deriding the cruel 
tyrant: "My son, have pity on me. I 
carried you nine months in my womb, 
and nursed you for three years, and have 
reared you and brought you up to this 
point in your life, and have taken care 
of you.i 28 I beseech you, my child, 
to look at the heaven and the earth and 
see everything that is in them, and 
recognize that God did not make them 
out of things that existed) Thus also 
mankind comes into being. 29 Do not 
fear this butcher, but prove worthy of 
your brothers. Accept death, so that in 
God's mercy I may get you back again 
with your brothers." 

30 While she was still speaking, the 
young man said, "What are youk wait
ing for? I will not obey the king's 
command, but I obey the command of 
the law that was given to our fathers 
through Moses . .11 But you/ who have 
contrived all sorts of evil against the 
Hebrews, will certainly not escape the 
hands of God. 32 For we are suffering 
because of our own sins. 33And if our 
living Lord is angry for a little while, 
to rebuke and discipline us, he will again 
be reconciled with his own servants. 
34 But you, unholy wretch, you most 
defiled of all men, do not be elated in 
vain and puffed up by uncertain hopes, 
when you raise your hand against the 
children of heaven . .15 You have not 
yet escaped the judgment of the al
mighty, all-seeing God. 36 For our 
brothers after enduring a brief suffer
ing have drunkm of everflowing life 
under God's covenant; but you, by the 
judgment of God, will receive just 
punishment for your arrogance. 37 I, 
like my brothers, give up body and life 
for the laws of our fathers, appealing 
to God to show mercy soon to our 
nation and by afflictions and plagues to 
make you confess that he alone is God, 
38 and through me and my brothers to 
bring to an end the wrath of the Al
mighty which has justly fallen on our 
whole nation." 

39 The king fell into a rage, and 
handled him worse than the others, 
being exasperated at his scorn. 40 So he 
died in his integrity, putting his whole 
trust in the Lord. 

41 Last of all, the mother died, after 
her sons. 

42 Let this be enough, then, about 
the eating of sacrifices and the extremt: 
tortures. 

8 But Judas, who was also called 
Maccabe'us, and his companions 

secretly entered the villages and sum
moned their kinsmen and enlisted those 
who had continued in the Jewish faith, 
and so they gathered about six thou
sand men. 2 They besought the Lord 
to look upon the people who were 
oppressed by all, and to have pity on 
the temple which had been profaned 

h Gk he i Or have borne tht burden of your educarion i Or God made them our of chi,,gs Uiat did not exist 
k The Greek here for you is plural I The Greek here for you is singular m Cn: Gk fal/e" 
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by ungodly men, 3 and to have mercy because he had called them by his holy 
on the city which was being destroyed and glorious name. 16 But Maccabe'
and about to be leveled to the ground, us gathered his men together, to the 
and to hearken to the blood that cried number of six thousand, and exhorted 
out to him, 4 and to remember also them not to be frightened by the enemy 
the lawless destruction of the innocent and not to fear the great multitude of 
babies and the blasphemies committed Gentiles who were wickedly coming 
against his name, and to show his hatred against them, but to fight nobly, 17 keep
of evil. ing before their eyes the lawless out-

5 As soon as Maccabc'us got his rage which the Gentiles0 had com
army organized, the Gentiles could nut mitted against the holy place, and the 
withstand him, for the wrath of the torture of the derided city, and besides, 
Lord had turned to mercy. 6 Com- the overthrow of their ancestral way of 
ing without warning, he would set fire life. 18 "For they trust to arms and 
to towns and villages. He captured acts of daring," he said, "but we trust 
strategic positions and put to flight not in the Almighty God, who is able with 
a few of the enemy. 7 He found the a single nod to strike down those who 
nights most advantageous for such at- are coming against us and even the 
tacks. And ralk of his valor spread whole world." 
everywhere. 19 Moreover, he told them of the 

8 When Philip saw that the man was times when help came to their ances
gaining ground little by little, and that tors; both the time of Sennach'erib, 
he was pushing ahead with more fre- when one hundred and eighty-five thou
quent successes, he wrote to Ptol'emy, sand perished, 20 and the time of the 
the governor of Coelesyria and Phoe- battle with the Galatians that took place 
ni'cia, for aid to rhc king's government. in Babylonia, when eight thousand in 
9And Ptol'emy" promptly appointed Ni- all went into the affair, with four 
ca'nor the son of Patroc'lus, one of the thousand Macedo'nians; and when the 
king's chief friends, and sent him, in Macedo'nians were hard pressed, the 
command of no fewer than twenty eight thousand, by the help that came 
thousand Gentiles of all nations, to to them from heaven, destroyed one 
wipe out the whole race of Judea. He hundred and twenty thousand and took 
associated with him Gor'gias, a general much booty. 
and a man of experience in military 21 With these words he filled them 
service. 10 Nica'nor determined to make with good courage and made them 
up for the king the tribute due to the ready to die for their laws and their 
Romans, two thousand talents, by sell- country; then he divided his army into 
ing the captured Jews into slavery. four parts. 22 He appointed his brothers, 
I !And he immediately sent to the cities also, Simon and Joseph and Jonathan, 
on the sea coast, inviting them to buy each to command a division, putting 
Jewish slaves and promising to hand fifteen hundred men under each. 23 Be
ovcr ninety slaves for a talent, not sides, he appointed Elea'zar to read 
expecting the judgment from the Al- aloudP from the holy book, and gave 
mighty that was about to overtake him. the watchword, "God's help"; then, 

12 Word came to Judas concerning leading the first division himself, he 
Nica'nor's invasion; and when he told joined battle with Nica'nor. 
his companions of the arrival of the 24 With the Almighty as their ally, 
army, 13 those who were cowardly and they slew more than nine thousand of 
distrustful of God's justice ran off and the enemy, and wounded and disabled 
got away. 14 Others sold all their re- most of Nica'nor's army, and forced 
maining property, and at the same time them all to flee. 25 They captured the 
besoughr the Lord to rescue those who money of those who had come to buy 
had been sold by the ungodly Nica'nor them as slaves. After pursuing them 
before he ever met them, IS if not for for some distance, they were obliged to 
their own sake, yet for the sake of the return because the hour was late. 26 For 
covenants made with their fathers, and it was the day before the sabbath, 
11 Gk he o Gk they P The Greek text of this clause is uncertain 
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and for that reason they did not con
tinue their pursuit. 27And when they 
had collected the arms of the enemy 
and stripped them of their spoils, they 
kept the sabbath, giving great praise 
and thanks to the Lord, who had pre
served them for that day and allotted it 
to them as the beginning of mercy. 
2BAfter the sabbath they gave some of 
the spoils to those who had been tor
rured and to the widows and orphans, 
and distributed the rest among them
selves and their children. 29 When they 
had done this, they made common sup
plication and besought the merciful 
Lord to be wholly reconciled with his 
servants. 

30 In encounters with the forces of 
Timothy and Bac'chides they killed 
more than twenty thousand of them 
and got possession of some exceedingly 
high strongholds, and they divided very 
much plunder, giving to those who had 
been tortured and to the orphans and 
widows, and also to the aged, shares 
equal to their own. 31 Collecting the 
arms of the enemy,q they stored them 
all carefully in strategic places, and car
ried the rest of the spoils to Jerusalem. 
32 They killed the commander of Timo
thy's forces, a most unholy man, and 
one who had greatly troubled the Jews. 
33 While they were celebrating the vic
tory in the city of their fathers, they 
burned those who had set fire to the 
sacred gates, Callis'thenes and some 
others, who had fled into one little 
house; so these received the proper 
recompense for their impiety.' 

34 The thrice-accursed Nica'nor, who 
had brought the thousand merchants to 
buy the Jews, 35 having been humbled 
with the help of the Lord by opponents 
whom he regarded as of the least ac
count, took off his splendid uniform 
and made his way alone like a runaway 
slave across the country till he reached 
Antioch, having succeeded chiefly in 
the destruction of his own army! 36 Thus 
he who had undertaken to secure tribute 
for the Romans by the capture of the 
people of Jerusalem proclaimed that 
the Jews had a Defender, and that 
therefore the Jews were invulnerable, 
because they followed the laws ordained 
by him. 

9 About that time, as it happened, 
Anti'ochus had retreated in disorder 

from the region of Persia. 2 For he had 
entered the city called Persep'olis, and 
attempted to rob the temples and con
trol the city. Therefore the people 
rushed to the rescue with arms, and 
Anti'ochus and his men were defeated,s 
with the result that Anti'ochus was 
put to flight by the inhabitants and 
beat a shameful retreat. 3 While he was 
in Ecbat'ana, news came to him of what 
had happened to Nica'nor and the forces 
of Timothy. 4 Transponed with rage, he 
conceived the idea of turning upon the 
Jews the injury done by those who had 
put him to flight; so he ordered his 
charioteer to drive without stopping 
until he completed the journey. But 
the judgment of heaven rode with him! 
For in his arrogance he said, "When 1 
get there I will make Jerusalem a 
cemetery of Jews." 

5 But the all-seeing Lord, the God 
of Israel, struck him an incurable and 
unseen blow. As soon as he ceased 
speaking he was seized with a pain in 
his bowels for which there was no 
relief and with sharp internal tortures 
-6 and that very justly, for he had 
tonured the bowels of others with many 
and strange inflictions. 7 Yet he did 
not in any way stop his insolence, but 
was even more filled with arrogance, 
breathing fire in his rage against the 
Jews, and giving orders to hasten the 
journey. And so it came about that he 
fell out of his chariot as it was rushing 
along, and the fall was so hard as to 
tonure every limb of his body. 8 Thus 
he who had just been thinking that 
he could command the waves of the 
sea, in his superhuman arrogance, and 
imagining that he could weigh the high 
mountains in a balance, was brought 
down to eanh and carried in a litter, 
making the power of God manifest 
to all. 9And so the ungodly man's 
body swarmed with worms, and while 
he was still living in anguish and pain, 
his flesh rotted away, and because of 
his stench the whole army felt revulsion 
at his decay. 10 Because of his intolerable 
stench no one was able to carry the man 
who a little while before had thought that 
he could touch the stars of heaven. 

q Gk their arms r The Greek text of this verse is uncenain .s Gk they were defeated 
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11 Then it was that, broken in spirit, he news came, the people throughout the 
began to lose much of his arrogance and realm would not be troubled, for they 
to come to his senses under the scourge would know to whom the government 
of God, for he was tortured with pain was left. 25 Moreover, I understand how 
every moment. 12And when he could the princes along the borders and the 
not endure his own stench, he uttered neighbors to my kingdom keep watch
these words: "It is right to be subject ing for opponunities and waiting to 
to God, and no mortal should think that see what will happen. So I have ap
he is equal to God."' pointed my son Anti'ochus to be king, 

13 Then the abominable fellow made whom I have often entrusted and com
a vow to the Lord, who would no longer mended to most of you when I hastened 
have mercy on him, stating 14 that the off to the upper provinces; and I have 
holy city, which he was hastening to written to him what is written here. 
level to the ground and to make a 26 I therefore urge and beseech you to 
cemetery, he was now declaring to be remember the public and private serv
free; 15 and the Jews, whom he had ices rendered to you and to maintain 
not considered worth burying but had your present good will, each of you, 
planned to throw out with their children toward me and my son. 27 For I am 
to the beasts, for the birds to pick, he sure that he will follow my policy and 
would make, all of them, equal to citi- will treat you with moderation and 
zens of Athens; 16 and the holy sanctu- kindness." 
ary, which he had formerly plundered, 28 So the murderer and blasphemer, 
he would adorn with the finest offerings; having endured the most intense suffer
and the holy vessels he would give ing, such as he had inflicted on others, 
back, all of them, many times over; came to the end of his life by a most 
and the expenses incurred for the sacri- pitiable fate, among the mountains in a 
fices he would provide from his own strange land. 29And Philip, one of his 
revenues; 17 and in addition to all this courtiers, took his body home; then, 
he also would become a Jew and fearing the son of Anti'ochus, he be
would visit every inhabited place to took himself to Ptol'emy Philome'tor in 
proclaim the power of God. 18 But Egypt. 
when his sufferings did not in any way 10 Now Maccabe'us and his follow
abate, for the judgment of God had ers, the Lord leading them on, re
justly come upon him, he gave up all covered the temple and the city; 2 and 
hope for himself and wrote to the Jews they tore down the altars which had 
the following letter, in the form of a been built in the public square by the 
supplication. This was its content: foreigners, and also destroyed the sacred 

19 "To his worthy Jewish citizens, precincts. J They purified the sanctu
Anti'ochus their king and general sends ary, and made another altar of sac
hearty greetings and good wishes for rifice; then, striking fire out of flint, 
their health and prosperity. 20 If you they offered sacrifices, after a lapse 
andyourchildrenarewellandyouraffairs of two years, and they burned in
are as you wish, I am glad. As my hope cense and lighted lamps and set out 
is in heaven, 21 I remember with affec- the bread of the Presence. 4And when 
tion your esteem and good will. On my they had done this, they fell prostrate 
way back from the region of Persia I and besought the Lord that they might 
suffered an annoying illness, and I have never again fall into such misfortunes, 
deemed it necessary to take thought for but that, if they should ever sin, they 
the general security of all. 22 I do not might be disciplined by him with for
despair of my condition, for I have bearance and not be handed over to 
good hope of recovering from my ill- blasphemous and barbarous nations. 
ness, 23 but I observed that my father, 5 It happened that on the same day on 
on the occasions when he made expedi- which the sanctuary had been profaned 
tions into the upper country, appointed by the foreigners, the purification of 
his successor, 24 so that, if anything un- the sanctuary took place, that is, on the 
expected happened or any unwelcome twenty-fifth day of the same month, 
I Or think 1houghu prop~r only to God 
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which was Chislev. 6And they cele- those whom they encountered, killing 
brated it for eight days with rejoicing, no fewer than twenty thousand. 
in the manner of the feast of booths, 18 When no less than nine thousand 
remembering how not long before, dur- took refuge in two very strong towers 
ing the feast of booths, they had been well equipped to withstand a siege, 
wandering in the mountains and caves 19 Maccabe'us left Simon and Joseph, 
like wild animals. 7 Therefore bear- and also Zacchae'us and his men, a 
ing ivy-wreathed wands and beauti- force sufficient to besiege them; and 
ful branches and also fronds of palm, he himself set off for places where he 
they offered hymns of thanksgiving to was more urgently needed. 20 But the 
him who had given success to the men with Simon, who were money
purifying of his own holy place. 8 They hungry, were bribed by some of those 
decreed by public ordinance and vote who were in the towers, and on receiv
that the whole nation of the Jews should ing seventy thousand drachmas let some 
observe these days every year. of them slip away. 21 When word of 

9 Such then was the end of Anti'ochus what had happened came to Macca-
who was called Epiph'anes. be'us, he gathered the leaders of the 

10 Now we will tell what took place 
under Anti'ochus Eu'pator, who was the 
son of that ungodly man, and will give 
a brief summary of the principal calam
ities of the wars. 11 This man, when he 
succeeded to the kingdom, appointed 
one Lys'ias to have charge of the govern
ment and to be chief governor of Coele
syria and Phoeni'cia. 12 Ptol'emy, who 
was called Macron, took the lead in 
showing justice to the Jews because of 
the wrong that had been done to them, 
and attempted to maintain peaceful re
lations with them. lJAs a result he was 
accused before Eu'pator by the king's 
friends. He heard himself called a traitor 
at every turn, because he had aban
doned Cyprus, which Philome'tor had 
entrusted to him, and had gone over to 
Anti'ochus Epiph'anes. Unable to com
mand the respect due his office," he 
took poison and ended his life. 

14 When Gor'gias became governor 
of the region, he maintained a force of 
mercenaries, and at every turn kept 
on warring against the Jews. 15 Besides 
this, the Idume'ans, who had control 
of important strongholds, were harass
ing the Jews; they received those who 
were banished from Jerusalem, and en
deavored to keep up the war. I 6But 
Maccabe'us and his men, after making 
solemn supplication and beseeching God 
to fight on their side, rushed to the 
strongholds of the ldume'ans. 17At
tacking them vigorously, they gained 
possession of the places, and beat off 
all who fought upon the wall, and slew 
11 Cn: The Greek text here is uncertain 

people, and accused these men of having 
sold their brethren for money by setting 
their enemies free to fight against them. 
22 Then he slew these men who had 
turned traitor, and immediately cap
tured the two towers. 2J Having success 
at arms in everything he undertook, he 
destroyed more than twenty thousand 
in the two strongholds. 

24 Now Timothy, who had been de
feated by the Jews before, gathered a 
tremendous force of mercenaries and 
collected the cavalry from Asia in no 
small number. He came on, intending to 
take Judea by storm. 25As he drew near, 
Maccabe'us and his men sprinkled dust 
upon their heads and girded their loins 
with sackcloth, in supplication to God. 
2o Falling upon the steps before the 
altar, they besought him to be gracious 
to them and to be an enemy to their 
enemies and an adversary to their ad
versaries, as the law declares. 27 And 
rising from their prayer they took up 
their arms and advanced a considerable 
distance from the city; and when they 
came near to the enemy they halted. 
28 Just as dawn was breaking, the two 
armies joined battle, the one having as 
pledge of success and victory not only 
their valor but their reliance upon the 
Lord, while the other made rage their 
leader in the fight. 

29 When the battle became fierce, 
there appeared to the enemy from 
heaven five resplendent men on horses 
with golder. bridles, and they were lead
ing rhe Jews. JO Surrounding Macca
be'us and protecting him with thdr own 
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armor and weapons, they kept him strongholds, they and all the people, 
from being wounded. And they show- with lamentations and tears, besought 
ered arrows and thunderbolts upon the the Lord to send a good angel to save 
enemy, so that, confused and blinded, Israel. 7 Maccabe'us himself was the 
they were thrown into disorder and cut first to take up arms, and he urged the 
to pieces. 31 Twenty thousand five hun- others to risk their lives with him to 
dred were slaughtered, besides six hun- aid their brethren. Then they eagerly 
dred horsemen. rushed off together. 8And there, while 

32 Timothy himself fled to a strong- they were still near Jerusalem, a horse
hold called Gazar'a, especially well man appeared at their head, clothed in 
garrisoned, where Chae'reas was com- white and brandishing weapons of gold. 
mander. 33 Then Maccabe'us and his 9And they all together praised the merci
rnen were glad, and they besieged the ful God, and were strengthened in hean, 
fon for four days. 34 The men within, ready to assail not only men but the 
relying on the strength of the place, wildest beasts or walls of iron. 10 They 
blasphemed terribly and hurled out advanced in battle order, having their 
wicked words. 35 But at dawn on the heavenly ally, for the Lord had mercy 
fifth day, twenty young men in the army on them. l1 They hurled themselves like 
of Maccabe'us, fired with anger because lions against the enemy, and slew eleven 
of the blasphemies, bravely stormed the thousand of them and sixteen hun
wall and with savage fury cut down every dred horsemen, and forced all the 
one they met. 36 Others who came up in rest to flee. 12 Most of them got away 
the same way wheeled around against stripped and wounded, and Lys'ias 
the defenders and set fire to the towers; himself escaped by disgraceful flight. 
they kindled fires and burned the bias- 13And as he was not without intelligence, 
phemers alive. Others broke open the he pondered over the defeat which had 
gates and let in the rest of the force, befallen him, and realized that the He
and they occupied the city. 37 They brews were invincible because the mighty 
killed Timothy, who was hidden in a God fought on their side. So he sent to 
cistern, and his brother Chae'reas, and them 14 and persuaded them to settle 
Apolloph'anes. 38 When they had ac- everything on just terms, promising 
complished these things, with hymns that he would persuade the king, con
and thanksgivings they blessed the Lord straining him to be their friend.'" 
who shows great kindness to Israel and 15 Maccabe'us, having regard for the 
gives them the victory. common good, agreed to all that Lys'ias 

11 Very soon after this, Lys'ias, the urged. For the king granted every re
king's guardian and kinsman, who quest in behalf of the Jews which 

was in charge of the government, being Maccabe'us delivered to Lys'ias in 
vexed at what had happened, 2 gathered writing. 
about eighty thousand men and all his 16 The letter written to the Jews by 
cavalry and came against the Jews. He Lys'ias was to this effect: 
intended to make the city a home for "Lys'ias to the people of the Jews, 
Greeks, 3 and to levy tribute on the greeting. 17 John and Ab'salom, who 
temple as he did on the sacred places of were sent by you, have delivered your 
the other nations, and to put up the signed communication and have asked 
high priesthood for sale every year. 4 He about the matters indicated therein. 
took no account whatever of the power l 8 I have informed the king of everything 
of God, but was elated with his ten that needed to be brought before him, 
thousands of infantry, and his thousands and he has agreed to what was possible. 
of cavalry, and his eighty elephants. 19 If you will maintain your good will 
5 Invading Judea, he approached Beth- toward the government, I will endeav
zur, which was a fonified place about five or for the future to help promote 
leagues• from Jerusalem, and pressed it your welfare. 20And concerning these 
hard. matters and their details, I have ordered 

6 When Maccabe'us and his men got these men and my representatives to 
word that Lys'iasw was besieging the confer with you. 21 Farewell. The one 
"'About twenty mile9. The text is uncertain here w Gk he x The Greek text here is corrupt 



2 MACCABEES 12 168 Further victories 
hundred and forty-eighth year,Y Dios
corin'thius twenry-fourth." 

22 The king's letter ran thus: 
"King Anti'ochus to his brother Lys' -

ias, greeting. 23 Now that our father 
has gone on to the gods, we desire that 
the subjects of the kingdom be undis
turbed in caring for their own affairs. 
24 We have heard that the Jews do not 
consent to our father's change to Greek 
customs but prefer their own way of 
living and ask that their own customs 
be allowed them. 25Accordingly, since 
we choose that this nation also be 
free from disturbance, our decision is 
that their temple be restored to them and 
that they live according to the customs 
of their ancestors. 26 You will do well, 
therefore, to send word to them and 
give them pledges of friendship, so that 
they may know our policy and be of good 
cheer and go on happily in the conduct 
of their own affairs." 

27 To the nation the king's letter 
was as follows: 

"King Anti'ochus to the senate of the 
Jews and to the other Jews, greeting. 
28 If you are well, it is as we desire. 
We also are in good health. 29 Menela'us 
has informed us that you wish to return 
home and look after your own affairs. 
30 Therefore those who go home by the 
thirtieth day of Xan'thicus will have our 
pledge of friendship and full permission 
31 for the Jews to enjoy their own food 
and laws, just as formerly, and none of 
them shall be molested in any way for 
what he may have done in ignorance. 
32And I have also sent Menela'us to 
encourage you. 33 Farewell. The one 
hundred and forty-eighth year,< Xan' -
thicus fifteenth." 

34 The Romans also sent them a letter 
which read thus: 

"Quintus Mem'mius and Titus Man' -
ius, envoys of the Romans, to the people 
of the Jews, greeting. 35 With regard to 
what Lys'ias the kinsman of the king 
has granted you, we also give consent. 
36 But as to the matters which he decided 
are to be referred to the king, as soon 
as you have considered them, send some 
one promptly, so that we may make pro
posals appropriate for you. For we are 
on our way to Antioch. 37 Therefore 

make haste and send some men, so 
that we may have your judgment. 
3B Farewell. The one hundred and forty
eighth year,a Xan'thicus fifteenth." 

12 When this agreement had been 
reached, Lys'ias returned to the 

king, and the Jews went about their 
farming. 

2 But some of the governors in various 
places, Timothy and Apollo'nius the son 
of Gennae 'us, as well as Hiero' nymus and 
De'mophon, and in addition to these 
Nica'nor the governor of Cyprus, would 
not let them live quietly and in peace. 
3And some men of Joppa did so ungodly 
a deed as this: they invited the Jews 
who lived among them to embark, with 
their wives and children, on boats 
which they had provided, as though 
there were no ill will to the Jews;b 
4 and this was done by public vote of 
the city. And when they accepted, 
because they wished to live peaceably 
and suspected nothing, the men of Jop
pa< took them out to sea and drowned 
them, not less than two hundred. 
5 When Judas heard of the cruelry vis
ited on his countrymen, he gave orders 
to his men 6 and, calling upon God 
the righteous Judge, attacked the mur
derers of his brethren. He set fire to 
the harbor by night, and burned the 
boats, and massacred those who had 
taken refuge there. 7 Then, because the 
ciry's gates were closed, he withdrew, 
intending to come again and root out 
the whole community of Joppa. s But 
learning that the men in Jam'nia meant 
in the same way to wipe out the Jews 
who were living among them, 9 he at
tacked the people of Jam'nia by night 
and set fire to the harbor and the fleet, 
so that the glow of the light was seen in 
Jerusalem, thirty rnilesd distant. 

10 When they had gone more than 
a mile" from there, on their march 
against Timothy, not less than five 
thousand Arabs with five hundred horse
men attacked them. 11After a hard 
fight Judas and his men won the vic
tory, by the help of God. The defeated 
nomads besought Judas to grant them 
pledges of friendship, promising to give 
him cattle and to help his people/ in all 
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other ways. 12 Judas, thinking that they pierced by the points of their swords. 
might really be useful in many ways, 23And Judas pressed the pursuit with the 
agreed to make peace with them; and utmost vigor, putting the sinners to 
after receiving his pledges they departed the sword, and destroyed as many as 
to their tents. thirty thousand men. 

13 He also attacked a certain city 24 Timothy himself fell into the 
which was strongly fortified with earth- hands of Dosith'eus and Sosip'ater 
worksc and walls, and inhabited by all and their men. With great guile he be
sorts of Gentiles. Its name was Caspin. sought them to let him go in safety, 
14And those who were within, relying on because he held the parents of most 
the strength of the walls and on their of them and the brothers of some 
supply of provisions, behaved most and no consideration would be shown 
wsolently toward Judas and his men, them. 25And when with many words 
railing at them and· even blaspheming he had confirmed his solemn promise 
and saying W1holy things. 15 But Judas to restore them unharmed, they let 
and his men, calling upon the great him go, for the sake of saving their 
Sovereign of the world, who without brethren. 
battering-rams or engines of war over- 26 Then Judask marched against Car' -
threw Jericho in the days of Joshua, naim and the temple of Atar'gatis, and 
rushed furiously upon the walls. 16 They slaughtered twenty-five thousand peo
took the city by the will of God, and pie. 27After the rout and destruction of 
slaughtered untold numbers, so that the these, he marched also against Ephron, 
adjoining lake, a quarter of a mileh wide, a fortified city where Lys'ias dwelt with 
appeared to be running over with blood. multitudes of people of all nationalities.' 

17 When they had gone ninety-five Stalwart young men took their stand 
milesi from there, they came to Charax, before the walls and made a vigorous de
to the Jews who are called Toubia'ni. fence; and great stores of war engines 
18 They did not find Timothy in that and missiles were there. 28 But the J ewsm 
region, for he had by then departed called upon the Sovereign who with 
from the region without accomplishing power shatters the might of his enemies, 
anything, though in one place he had and they got the city into their hands, 
left a very strong garrison. 19 Dosith'eus and killed as many as twenty-five thou
and Sosip'ater, who were captains W1der sand of those who were within it. 
Maccabe'us, marched out and destroyed 29 Setting out from there, they has
those whom Timothy had left in the tened to Scythop'olis, which is seventy
stronghold, more than ten thousand men. five miles" from Jerusalem. 30 But when 
lu But Maccabe'us arranged his army the Jews who dwelt there bore witness 
in divisions, set menj in command of to the good will which the people of 
the divisions, and hastened after Timo- Scythop'olis had shown them and their 
thy, who had with him a hundred and kind treatment of them in times of 
twenty thousand infantry and two thou- misfortune, 31 they thanked them and 
sand five hundred cavalry. 21 When exhorted them to be well disposed to 
Timothy learned of the approach of their race in the future also. Then they 
Judas, he sent off the women and the went up to Jerusalem, as the feast of 
children and also the baggage to a weeks was close at hand. 
place called Car'naim; for that place 32 After the feast called Pentecost, 
was hard to besiege and difficult of they hastened against Gor'gias, the gov
access because of the narrowness of all emor of ldume'a. 33And he came out 
the approaches. 22 But when Judas' first with three thousand infantry and four 
division appeared, terror and fear came hundred cavalry. 34 When they joined 
over the enemy at the manifestation to battle, it happened that a few of the 
them of him who sees all things, and Jews fell. 35 But a certain Dosith'eus, 
they rushed off in flight and were swept one of Bace'nor's men, who was on 
on, this way and that, so that often horseback and was a strong man, caught 
they were injured by their own men and hold of Gor'gias, and grasping his cloak 
Tl The Greek text here is uncertain h Gk two stadia i Gk seven hundred and fifty stadia i Gk them 
k Gk he I The Greek text of this ~entencc is uncectein m Gk ihey 11 Gk six hundred s1adia 
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was dragging him off by main strength, 
wishing to take the accursed man alive, 
when one of the Thracian horsemen 
bore down upon him and cut off his 
arm; so Gor'gias escaped and reached 
Mar'isa. 

36 As Esdris and his men had been 
fighting for a long time and were weary, 
Judas called upon the Lord to show 
himself their ally and leader in the bat
tle. 37 In the language of their fathers 
he raised the battle cry, with hymns; 
then he charged against Gor'gias' men 
when they were not expecting it, and 
put them to flight. 

38 Then Judas assembled his army 
and went to the city of Adullam. As the 
seventh day was coming on, they puri
fied themselves according to the custom, 
and they kept the sabbath there. 

39 On the next day, as by that time 
it had become necessary, Judas and his 
men went to take up the bodies of the 
fallen and to bring them back to lie with 
their kinsmen in the sepulchres of their 
fathers. 40 Then under the tunic of every 
one of the dead they found sacred tokens 
of the idols of Jam'nia, which the law 
forbids the Jews to wear. And it became 
clear to all that this was why these men 
had fallen. 41 So they all blessed the ways 
of the Lord, the righteous Judge, who 
reveals the things that are hidden; 42 and 
they turned to prayer, beseeching that 
the sin which had been committed might 
be wholly blotted out. And the noble 
Judas exhorted the people to keep them
selves free from sin, for they had seen 
with their own eyes what had happened 
because of the sin of those who had 
fallen. 43 He also took up a collection, 
man by man, to the amount of two 
thousand drachmas of silver, and sent 
it to Jerusalem to provide for a sin of
fering. In doing this he acted very well 
and honorably, taking account of the 
resurrection. 44 For if he were not ex
pecting that those who had fallen would 
rise again, it would have been super
fluous and foolish to pray for the dead. 
45 But if he was looking to the splendid 
reward that is laid up for those who fall 
asleep in godliness, it was a holy and 
pious thought. Therefore he made atone
ment for the dead, that they might be 
delivered from their sin. 

13 In the one hundred arid forty
ninth year0 word came to Judas and 

his men that Anti'ochus Eu'pator was 
coming with a great army against Judea, 
2 and with him Lys'ias, his guardian, 
who had charge of the government. 
Each of them had a Greek force of one 
hundred and ten thousand infantry, five 
thousand three hundred cavalry, tv. enty
two elephants, and three hundred chari
ots armed with scythes. 

3 Menela'us also joined them and with 
utter hypocrisy urged Anti'ochus on, 
not for the sake of his country's welfare, 
but because he thought that he would 
be established in office. 4 But the King 
of kings aroused the anger of Anti'ochus 
against the scoundrel; and when Lys'ias 
informed him that this man was to blam<' 
for all the trouble, he ordered them to 
take him to Beroe'a and to put him to 
death by the method which is the custom 
in that place. 5 For there is a tower in 
that place, fifty cubits high, full of ashes, 
and it has a rim running around it which 
on all sides inclines precipitously into 
the ashes. 6 There they all push to de
struction any man guilty of sacrilege or 
notorious for other crimes. 7 By such a 
fate it came about that Menela'us the 
lawbreaker died, without even burial in 
the earth. 8And this was eminently just; 
because he had committed many sins 
against th<! altar whose fire and ashes 
were holy, he met his death in ashes. 

9 The king with barbarous arrogance 
was coming to show to the Jews things 
far worse than those that had been done1• 
in his father's time. 10 But when Judas 
heard of this, he ordered the people tn 
call upon the Lord day and night, now 
if ever to help those who were on the 
point of being deprived of the law and 
their country and the holy temple, I land 
not to let the people who had just begun 
to revive fall into the hands of the 
blasphemous Gentiles. 12 When they haJ 
all joined in the same petition and had 
besought the merciful Lord with weer
ing and fasting and lying prostrate for 
three days without ceasing, Judas ex
horted them and ordered them to stand 
ready. 

13 After consulting privately with the 
elders, he determined to march out and 
decide the matter by the help of G<>cl 
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before the king's army could enter Judea 
and get possession of the city. 14 So, 
committing the decision to the Creator 
of the world and exhorting his men to 
fight nobly to the death for the laws, 
temple, city, country, and common
wealth, he pitched his camp near Mo' -
de-in. is He gave his men the watch
word, "God's victory," and with a picked 
force of the bravest young men, he at
tacked the king's pavilion at night and 
slew as many as two thousand men in 
1.he camp. He stabbedq the leading ele
phant and its rider. 16 In the end they 
filled the camp with terror and confusion 
and withdrew in triumph. 17 This hap
pened, just as day was dawning, because 
the Lord's help protected him. 

18 The king, having had a taste of the 
daring of the Jews, tried strategy in at
tacking their positions. 19 He advanced 
against Beth-zur, a strong fortress of the 
Jews, was turned back, attacked again/ 
and was defeated. 20 Judas sent in to the 
garrison whatever was necessary. 21 But 
Rhod'ocus, a man from the ranks of the 
Jews, gave secret information to the 
enemy; he was sought for, caught, and 
put in prison. 22 The king negotiated a 
second time with the people in Beth-zur, 
gave pledges, received theirs, withdrew, 
attacked Judas and his men, was de
feated; 23 he got word that Philip, who 
had been left in charge of the govern
ment, had revolted in Antioch; he was 
dismayed, called in the Jews, yielded 
and swore to observe all their rights, 
settled with them and offered sacrifice, 
honored the sanctuary and showed 
generosity to the holy place. 24 He re
ceived Maccabe' us, left Hegemon'ides as 
governor from Ptolema'is to Gerar, 
25 and went to Ptolema'is. The people 
of Ptolema'is were indignant over the 
treaty; in fact they were so angry that 
they wanted to armul its terms.s 26 Lys'ias 
took the public platform, made the best 
possible defense, convinced them, ap
peased them, gained their good will, and 
set out for Antioch. This is how the 
king's attack and withdrawal turned out. 

14 Three years later, word came to 
Judasandhismen thatDeme'trius, 

the son of Seleu'cus, had sailed into the 

harbor of Trip'olis with a strong army 
and a fleet, 2 and had taken possession 
of the country, having made away with 
Anti'ochus and his guardian Lys'ias. 

3 Now a cenain Al'cimus, who had 
formerly been high priest but had wil
fully defiled himself in the times of 
separation, realized that there was no 
way for him to be safe or to have access 
again to the holy altar, 4 and went to 
King Deme'trius in about the one hun
dred and fifty-first year,' presenting to 
him a crown of gold and a palm, and 
besides these some of the customary 
olive branches from the temple. During 
that day he kept quiet. s But he found 
an opportunity that funhered his mad 
purpose when he was invited by Deme' -
trius to a meeting of the council and was 
asked about the disposition and inten
tions of the Jews. He answered: 

6 "Those of the Jews who are called 
Haside'ans, whose leader is Judas Mac
cabe'us, are keeping up war and stir
ring up sedition, and will not let the 
kingdom attain tranquillity. 7 Therefore 
I have laid aside my ancestral glory-
1 mean the high priesthood-and have 
now come here, 8 first because I am 
genuinely concerned for the interests of 
the king, and second because I have 
regard also for my fellow citizens. For 
through the folly of those whom I have 
mentioned our whole nation is now in 
no small misfonune. 9 Since you are 
acquainted, 0 king, with the details of 
this matter, deign to take thought for 
our country and our hard-pressed nation 
with the gracious kindness which you 
show to all. 10 For as long as Judas lives, 
it is impossible for the government to 
find peace." 

11 When he had said this, the rest of 
the king's friends, who were hostile to 
Judas, quickly inflamed Deme'trius still 
more. 12And he immediately chose Ni
ca'nor, who had been in command of the 
elephants, appointed him governor of 
Judea, and sent him off 13 with orders to 
kill Judas and scatter his men, and to 
set up Al'cimus as high priest of the 
greatest temple. 14And the Gentiles 
throughout Judea, who had fled beforeu 
Judas, flocked to join Nica'nor, thinking 
that the misfortunes and calamities of 
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the Jews would mean prosperity 
themselves. 

for be'us to Antioch as a prisoner without 
delay. 

15 When the Jews' heard ofNica'nor's 
coming and the gathering of the Gen
tiles, they sprinkled dust upon their 
heads and prayed to him who established 
his own people for ever and always up
holds his own heritage by manifesting 
himself. 16At the command of the leader, 
theyw set out from there immediately 
and engaged them in battle at a village 
called Dessau.x 17 Simon, the brother of 
Judas, had encountered Nica'nor, but 
had been temporarilyY checked because 
of the sudden consternation created by 
the enemy. 

18 Nevertheless Nica'nor, hearing of 
the valor of Judas and his men and 
their courage in battle for their country, 
shrank from deciding the issue by blood
shed. 19 Therefore he sent Posido'nius 
and Theod'orus and Mattathi'as to 
give and receive pledges of friendship. 
20 When the terms had been fully con
sidered, and the leader had informed the 
people, and it appeared that they were of 
one mind, they agreed to the covenant. 
21And the leaders' set a day on which to 
meet by themselves. A chariot came for
ward from each army; seats of honor 
were set in place; 22 Judas posted armed 
men in readiness at key places to prevent 
sudden treachery on the pan of the 
enemy; they held the proper conference. 

23 Nica'nor stayed on in Jerusalem 
and did nothing out of the way, but 
dismissed the flocks of people that had 
gathered. 24And he kept Judas always 
in his presence; he was warmly attached 
to the man. 25And he urged him to 
marry and have children; so he married, 
serried down, and shared the common 
life. 

26 But when Al'cimus noticed their 
good will for one another, he took the 
covenant that had been made and went 
to Deme'trius. He told him that Nica'nor 
was disloyal to the government, for he 
had appointed that conspirator against 
the kingdom, Judas, to be his successor. 
27 The king became excited and, pro
voked by the false accusations of that 
depraved man, wrote to Nica'nor, stating 
that he was displeased with the covenant 
and commanding him to send Macca-

28 When this message came to Nica' -
nor, he was troubled and grieved that 
he had to annul their agreement when 
the man had done no wrong. 29 Since it 
was not possible to oppose the king, he 
watched for an opponunity to accom
plish this by a stratagem. JO But Macca
be'us, noticing that Nica'nor was more 
austere in his dealings with him and was 
meeting him more rudely than had been 
his custom, concluded that this a•.1sterity 
did not spring from the best motives. 
So he gathered not a few of his men, and 
went into hiding from Nica'nor. 

31 When the latter became aware that 
he had been cleverly outwitted by the 
man, he went to the great0 and holy 
temple while the priests were offering the 
customary sacrifices, and commanded 
them to hand the man over. 32And when 
they declared on oath that they did not 
know where the man was whom he 
sought, 33 he stretched out his right hand 
toward the sanctuary, and swore this 
oath: "If you do not hand Judas over to 
me as a prisoner, I will level this precinct 
of God to the ground and tear down the 
altar, and I will build here a splendid 
temple to Diony'sus." 

34 Having said this, he went away. 
Then the priests stretched forth their 
hands toward heaven and called upon 
the constant Defender of our nation, 
in these words: 35 "O Lord of all, who 
hast need of nothing, thou wast pleased 
that there be a temple for thy habitation 
among us; 36 so now, 0 holy One, Lord 
of all holiness, keep undefiled for ever 
this house that has been so recently 
purified." 

37 A cenain Razis, one of the elders of 
Jerusalem, was denounced to Nica'nor 
as a man who loved his fellow citizens 
and was very well thought of and for his 
good will was called father of the Jews. 
38 For in former times, when there was no 
mingling with the Gentiles, he had been 
accused of Judaism, and for Judaism he 
had with all zeal risked body and life. 
39 Nica'nor, wishing to exhibit the en
mity which he had for the Jews, sent 
more than five hundred soldiers to arrest 
him; 40 for he thought that by arrestingh 
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him he would do them an injury. 41 When 
the troops were about to capture the 
tower and were forcing the door of the 
courtyard, they ordered that fire be 
brought and the doors burned. Being 
surrounded, Razis< fell upon his own 
sword, 42 preferring to die nobly rather 
than to fall into the hands of sinners 
and suffer outrages unworthy of his 
noble birth. 43 But in the heat of the 
struggle he did not hit exactly, and the 
crowd was now rushing in through the 
Joors. He bravely ran up on the wall, 
and manfully threw himself down into 
the crowd. 44 But as they quickly drew 
back, a space opened and he fell in the 
middle of the empty space. 45 Still alive 
and aflame with anger, he rose, and 
though his blood gushed forth and his 
wounds were severe he ran through the 
crowd; and standing upon a steep rock, 
46 with his blood now completely drained 
from him, he tore out his entrails, took 
them with both hands and hurled them 
at the crowd, calling upon the Lord of 
life .md spirit to give them back to him 
again. This was the manner of his death. 

15 When Nica'nor heard that Judas 
and his men were in the region of 

Samar'ia, he made plans to attack them 
with complete safety on the day of rest. 
2And when the Jews who were com
pelled to follow him said, "Do not de
stroy so savagely and barbarously, but 
show respect for the day which he who 
sees all things has honored and hal
lowed above other days," 3 the thrice
accursed wretch asked if there were a 
sovereign in heaven who had com
manded the keeping of the sabbath day. 
4And when they declared, "It is the 
living Lord himself, the Sovereign in 
heaven, who ordered us to observe the 
seventh day," 5 he replied, "And I am 
a sovereign also, on earth, and I com
mand you to take up arms and finish 
the king's business." Nevertheless, he 
did not succeed in carrying out his 
abominable design. 

6 This Nica'nor in his utter boastful
ness and arrogance had determined to 
erect a public monument of victory over 
Judas and his men. 7 But Maccabe'us 
did not cease to trust with all confidence 
that he would get help from the Lord. 
8And he exhorted his men not to fear 
c Gk he d The Greek text here is uncertain 

the attack of the Gentiles, but to keep 
in mind the former times when help had 
come to them from heaven, and now to 
look for the victory which the Almighty 
would give them. 9 Encouraging them 
from the law and the prophets, and 
reminding them also of the struggles 
they had won, he made them the more 
eager. lOAnd when he had aroused their 
courage, he gave his orders, at the same 
time pointing out the perfidy of the 
Gentiles and their violation of oaths. 
l lHe armed each of them not so much 
with confidence in shields and spears as 
with the inspiration of brave words, and 
he cheered them all by relating a dream, 
a sort of vision,d which was worthy of 
belief. 

12 What he saw was this: Oni'as, who 
had been high priest, a noble and good 
man, of modest bearing and gentle man
ner, one who spoke fittingly and had 
been trained from childhood in all that 
belongs to excellence, was praying with 
outstretched hands for the whole body 
of the Jews. 13 Then likewise a man 
appeared, distinguished by his grey hair 
and dignity, and of marvelous majesty 
and authority. 14And Oni'as spoke, say
ing, "This is a man who loves the breth
ren and prays much for the people and 
the holy city, Jeremiah, the prophet 
of God." 15 Jeremiah stretched out his 
right hand and gave to Judas a golden 
sword, and as he gave it he addressed 
him thus: 16 "Take this holy sword, a 
gift from God, with which you will 
strike down your adversaries." 

17 Encouraged by the words of Judas, 
so noble and so effective in arousing 
valor and awaking manliness in the 
souls of the young, they determined not 
to carry on a campaign but to attack 
bravely, and to decide the matter, by 
fighting hand to hand with all courage, 
because the city and the sanctuary and 
the temple were in danger. IB Their con
cern for wives and children, and also for 
brethren and relatives, lay upon them 
less heavily; their greatest and first fear 
was for the consecrated sanctuary. 19 And 
those who had to remain in the city 
were in no little distress, being anxious 
over the encounter in the open country. 

20 When all were now looking for
ward to the coming decision, and the 
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enemy was already close at hand with 
their army drawn up for battle, the 
elephants• strategically stationed and the 
cavalry deployed on the flanks, 21 Mac
cabe'us, perceiving the hosts that were 
before him and the varied supply of 
arms and the savagery of the elephants,• 
stretched out his hands toward heaven 
and called upon the Lord who works 
wonders; for he knew that it is not by 
arms, but as the Lordi decides, that he 
gains the victory for those who deserve 
it. 22And he called upon him in these 
words: "O Lord, thou didst send thy 
angel in the time of Hezeki'ah king of 
Judea, and he slew fully a hundred and 
eighty-five thousand in the· camp of 
Sennach'erib. 23 So now, 0 Sovereign of 
the heavens, send a good angel to carry 
terror and trembling before us. 24 By 
the might of thy arm may these blas
phemers who come against thy holy 
people be struck down." With these 
words he ended his prayer. 

25 Nica'nor and his men advanced 
with trumpets and banle songs; 26 and 
Judas and his men met the enemy in 
banle with invocation to God and 
prayers. 27 So, fighting with their hands 
and praying to God in their hearts, they 
laid low no less than thirty-five thousand 
men, and were greatly gladdened by 
God's manifestation. 

28 When the action was over and they 
were returning with joy, they recognized 
Nica'nor, lying dead, in full armor. 
29 Then there was shouting and tumult, 
and they blessed the Sovereign Lord in 
the language of their fathers. 30And the 
man who was ever in body and soul the 
defender of his fellow citizens, the man 
who maintained his youthful good will 
e Gk beast< fGk he 

toward his countrymen, ordered them 
to cut off Nica'nor's head and arm and 
carry them to Jerusalem. 31And when 
he arrived there and had called his 
countrymen together and stationed the 
priests before the altar, he sent for those 
who were in the citadel. 32 He showed 
them the vile Nica'nor's head and that 
profane man's arm, which had been 
boastfully stretched out against the holy 
house of the Almighty; 33 and he cut out 
the tongue of the ungodly Nica'nor and 
said that he would give it piecemeal to 
the birds and hang up these rewards 
of his folly opposite the sanctuary. 
34And they all, looking to heaven, blessed 
the Lord who had manifested himself, 
saying, "Blessed is he who has kept his 
own place undefiled." JSAnd he hung 
Nica'nor's head from the citadel, a clear 
and conspicuous sign to every one of the 
help of the Lord. 36And they all decreed 
by public vote never to let this day go 
unobserved, but to celebrate the thir
teenth day of the twelfth month-which 
is called Adar in the Syrian language
the day before Mor'decai's day. 

37 This, then, is how maners turned 
out with Nica'nor. And from that time 
the city has been in the possession of the 
Hebrews. So I too will here end my 
story. 38 If it is well told and to the 
point, that is what I myself desired; if 
it is poorly done and mediocre, that 
was the best I could do. 39 For just as 
it is harmful to drink wine alone, or, 
again, to drink water alone, while wine 
mixed with water is sweet and delicious 
and enhances one's enjoyment, so also 
the style of the story delights the ears of 
those who read the work. And here will 
be the end. 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF 

ESDRAS 

1 Josi'ah kept the passover to his 
Lord in Jerusalem; he killed the 

passover lamb on the fourteenth day 
of the first month, 2 having placed the 
priests according to their divisions, ar
rayed in their garments, in the temple 
of the Lord. JAnd he told the Levites, 
the temple servants of Israel, that they 
should sanctify themselves to the Lord 
and put the holy ark of the Lord in the 
house which Solomon the king, the 
son of David, had built; 4 and he said, 
"You need no longer carry it upon your 
shoulders. Now worship the Lord your 
God and serve his people Israel; and 
prepare yourselves by your families 
and kindred, 5 in accordance with the 
directions of David king of Israel and 
the magnificence of Solomon his son. 
Stand in order in the temple according 
to the grouping of the fathers' houses 
of you Levites, who minister before 
your brethren the people of Israel, 
6 and kill the passover lamb and prepare 
the sacrifices for your brethren, and 
keep the passover according to the 
commandment of the Lord which was 
given to Moses." 

7 And Josi'ah gave to the people who 
were present thirty thousand lambs and 
kids, and three thousand calves; these 
were given from the king's possessions, 
as he promised, to the people and the 
priests and Levites. BAnd Hilki'ah, 
Zechari'ah, and Jehi'el,0 the chief officers 
of the temple, gave to the priests for 
the passover two thousand six hundred 
sheep and three hundred calves. 9And 
Jeconi'ah and Shemai'ah and Nethan'el 
his brother, and Hashabi'ah and Och'iel 
and Joram, captains over thousands, 
gave the Levites for the passover five 
thousand sheep and seven hundred 
calves. 

10 And this is what took place. The 
priests and the Levites, properly arrayed 
and having the unleavened bread, 
stood according to kindred 11 and the 
grouping of the fathers' houses, before 
a Gk &ydw b Gk him 

the people, to make the offering to the 
Lord as it is written in the book of 
Moses; this they did in the morning. 
12 They roasted the passover lamb with 
fire, as required; and they boiled the 
sacrifices in brass pots and caldrons, 
with a pleasing odor, I land carried 
them to all the people. Afterward they 
prepared the passover for themselves 
and for their brethren the priests, the 
sons of Aaron, 14 because the priests 
were offering the fat until night; so the 
Levites prepared it for themselves and 
for their brethren the priests, the sons 
of Aaron. 15And the temple singers, the 
sons of Asaph, were in their place ac
cording to the anangement made by 
David, and also Asaph, Zechari'ah, and 
Eddi'nus, who represented the king. 
16 The gatekeepers were at each gate; 
no one needed to depart from his 
duties, for their brethren the Levites 
prepared the passover for them. 

17 So the things that had to do with 
the sacrifices to the Lord were accom
plished that day: the passover was kept 
1s and the sacrifices were offered on the 
altar of the Lord, according to the 
command of King Josi'ah. 19And the 
people of Israel who were present at 
that time kept the passover and the feast 
of unleavened bread seven days. 20 No 
passover like it had been kept in Israel 
since the times of Samuel the prophet; 
21 none of the kings of Israel had kept 
such a passover as was kept by Josi'ah 
and the priests and the Levites and 
the men of Judah and all of Israel 
who were dwelling in Jerusalem. 22 In 
the eighteenth year of the reign of 
Josi'ah this passover was kept. 2JAnd 
the deeds of Josi'ah were upright in the 
sight of his Lord, for his heart was full 
of godliness. 24 The events of his reign 
have been recorded in the past, con
cerning those who sinned and acted 
wickedly toward the Lord beyond any 
other people or kingdom, and how they 
grieved the Lordb deeply, so that the 
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words of the Lord 
Israel. 

178 Exile to Babylon 
rose up against and seized his brother Zar'ius and 

25 After all these acts of Josi'ah, it 
happened that Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
went to make war at Car'chemish on the 
Eu-phra 'tes, and Josi' ah went out against 
him. 26And the king of Egypt sent word 
to him saying, "What have we to do 
with each other, king of Judea? 21 I was 
not sent against you by the Lord God, 
for my war is at the Eu-phra'tes. And 
now the Lord is with me! The Lord 
is with me, urging me on! Stand aside, 
and do not oppose the Lord." 

28 But Josi'ah did not tum back to 
his chariot, but tried to fight with him, 
and did not heed the words of Jeremiah 
the prophet from the mouth of the Lord. 
29 He joined battle with him in the plain 
of Megid'do, and the commanders came 
down against King Josi'ah. 30And the 
king said to his servants, "Take me 
away from the battle, for I am very 
weak." And immediately his servants 
took him out of the line of battle. JI And 
he got into his second chariot; and 
after he was brought back to Jerusalem 
he died, and was buried in the tomb of his 
fathers. 32And in all Judea they mourned 
for Josi'ah. Jeremiah the prophet la
mented for Josi'ah, and the principal 
men, with the women/ have made 
lamentation for him to this day; it 
was ordained that this should always 
be done throughout the whole nation 
of Israel. 33 These things are written in 
the book of the histories of the kings 
of Judea; and every one of the acts 
of Josi'ah, and his splendor, and his 
understanding of the law of the Lord, 
and the things that he had done before 
and these that are now told, are re
corded in the book of the kings of Israel 
and Judah. 

34 And the men of the nation took 
Jeconi'ah the son of Josi'ah, who was 
twenty-three years old, and made him 
king in succession to Josi'ah his father. 
35And he reigned three months in Judah 
and Jerusalem. Then the king of Egypt 
deposed him from reigning in Jerusalem, 
36 and fined the nation a hundred talents 
of silver and a talent of gold. 37And 
the king of Egypt made Jehoi'akim his 
brother king of Judea and Jerusalem. 
38 Jehoi'akim put the nobles in prison, 
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brought him up out of Egypt. 
39 Jehoi'akim was twenry-five years 

old when he began to reign in Judea 
and Jerusalem, and he did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lord. 40And 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon came 
up against him, and bound him with a 
chain of brass and took him away to 
Babylon. 41 Nebuchadnez'zar also took 
some of the holy vessels of the Lord, 
and carried them away, and stored them 
in his temple in Babylon. 42 But the 
things that are reported about Jehoi'a
kimd and his uncleanness and impiety 
are written in the chronicles of the 
kings. 

43 Jehoi'achin• his son became king 
in his stead; when he was made king 
he was eighteen years old, 44 and he 
reigned three months and ten days in 
Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the 
sight of the Lord. 45 So after a year 
Nebuchadnez'zar sent and removed him 
to Babylon, with the holy vessels of the 
Lord, 46 and made Zedeki'ah king of 
Judea and Jerusalem. 

Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years old, 
and he reigned eleven years. 47 He also 
did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and did not heed the words that were 
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet from 
the mouth of the Lord. 48And though 
King Nebuchadnez'zar had made him 
swear by the name of the Lord, he 
broke his oath and rebelled; and he 
stiffened his neck and hardened his 
heart and transgressed the laws of the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 49 Even the 
leaders of the people and of the priests 
committed many acts of sacrilege and 
lawlessness beyond all the unclean 
deeds of all the nations, and polluted 
the temple of the Lord which had been 
hallowed in Jerusalem. >O So the God 
of their fathers sent by his messenger to 
call them back, because he would have 
spared them and his dwelling place. 
SI But they mocked his messengers, and 
whenever the Lord spoke, they scoffed 
at his prophets, 52 until in his anger 
against his people because of their 
ungodly acts he gave command to 
bring against them the kings of the 
Chalde'ans. 53 These slew their young 
men with the sword around their holy 
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temple, and did not spare young man or ings from many whose hearts were 
virgin, old man or child, for he gave stirred. 
them all into their hands. 54And all the IO Cyrus the king also brought out 
holy vessels of the Lord, great and small, the holy vessels of the Lord which 
and the treasure chests of the Lord, and Nebuchadnez'zar had carried away from 
the royal stores, they took and carried Jerusalem and stored in his temple of 
away to Babylon. 55And they burned idols. 11 When Cyrus king of the Per
the house of the Lord and broke down sians brought these out, he gave them 
the walls of Jerusalem and burned their to Mithrida'tes his treasurer, 12 and by 
towers with fire, 56 and utterly destroyed him they were given to Shesh-baz'zar/ 
all its glorious things. The survivors he the governor of Judea. 13 The number of 
led away to Babylon with the sword, these was: a thousand gold cups, a 
57 and they were servants to him and to thousand silver cups, twenty-nine silver 
his sons until the Persians began to censers, thirty gold bowls, two thousand 
reign, in fulfilment of the word of four hundred and ten silver bowls, and 
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah: a thousand other vessels. 14All the vessels 
58 "Until the land has enjoyed its sab- were handed over, gold and silver, five 
baths, it shall keep sabbath all the time thousand four hundred and sixty-nine, 
of its desolation until the completion 15 and they were carried back by Shesh
of seventy years." baz'zar/ with the returning exiles from 

2 In the first year of Cyrus as king of 
the Persians, that the word of the 

Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be accomplished, 2 the Lord stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus king of the Persians, 
and he made a proclamation throughout 
all his kingdom and also put it in writ
ing: 

3 "Thus says Cyrus king of the 
Persians: The Lord of Israel, the Lord 
Most High, has made me king of the 
world, 4 and he has commanded me 
to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judea. s If any one of you, 
therefore, is of his people, may his 
Lord be with him, and let him go up 
to Jerusalem, which is in Judea, and 
build the house of the Lord of Israel
hc is the Lord who dwells in Jerusalem; 
6 and let each man, wherever he may 
live, be helped by the men of his place 
with gold and silver, 7 with gifts, and 
with horses and cattle, besides the other 
things added as votive offerings for the 
temple of the Lord which is in Jerusa
lem." 

8 Then arose the heads of families 
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
and the priests and the Levites, and all 
whose spirit the Lord had stirred to go 
up to build the house in Jerusalem for 
the Lord; 9 and their neighbors helped 
them with everything, with silver and 
gold, with horses and cattle, and with 
a very great number of votive offer-
f Gk S(.Jnabassarw 

Babylon to Jerusalem. 
16 But in the time of Ar-ta-xerx'es 

king of the Persians, Bishlam, Mithri
da'tes, Ta'be-el, Rehum, Belteth'mus, 
Shim'shai the scribe, and the rest of their 
associates, living in Samar'ia and other 
places, wrote him the following letter, 
against those who were living in Judea 
and Jerusalem: 

17 "To King Ar-ta-xerx' es our lord, 
Your servants Rehum the recorder and 
Shim'shai the scribe and the other 
judges of their council in Coelesyria and 
Phoeni'cia: IB Now be it known to our 
lord the king that the Jews who came 
up from you to us have gone to Jerusa
lem and are building that rebellious and 
wicked city, repairing its market places 
and walls and laying the foundations for 
a temple. 19 Now if this city is built 
and the walls finished, they will not 
only refuse to pay tribute but will even 
resist kings. 20And since the building 
of the temple is now going on, we think 
it best not to neglect such a matter, 
21 but to speak to our lord the king, in 
order that, if it seems good to you, 
search may be made in the record of 
your fathers. 22 You will find in the 
chronicles what has been written about 
them, and will learn that this city was re
bellious, troubling both kings and other 
cities, 23 and that the Jews were rebels 
and kept setting up blockades in it from 
of old. That is why this city was laid 
waste. 24 Therefore we now make known 
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to you, 0 lord and king, that if this neck; 7 and because of his wisdom he 
city is built and its walls finished, you shall sit next to Dari'us and shall be 
will no longer have access to Coelesyria called kinsman of Dari'us." 
and Phoeni'cia." 8 Then each wrote his own statement, 

25 Then the king, in reply to Rehum and they sealed them and put them un
the recorder and Belteth'mus and Shim' - der the pillow of Dari' us the king, 9 and 
shai the scribe and the others associated said, "When the king wakes, they will 
with them and living in Samar'ia and give him the writing; and to the one 
Syria and Phoeni'cia, wrote as follows: whose statement the king and the three 

26 "I have read the letter which you nobles of Persia judge to be wisest the 
sent me. So I ordered search to be made, victory shall be given according to what 
and it has been found that this city from is written." 10 The first wrote, "Wine is 
of old has fought against kings, 27 and strongest." 11 The second wrote, "The 
that the men in it were given to rebellion king is strongest." 12 The third wrote, 
and war, and that mighty and cruel kings "Women are strongest, but truth is 
ruled in Jerusalem and exacted tribute victor over all things." 
fromCoelesyriaandPhoeni'cia.2BThere- 13 When the king awoke, they took 
fore I have now issued orders to prevent the writing and gave it to him, and he 
these men from building the city and read it. 14 Then he sent and summoned 
to take care that nothing more be done all the nobles of Persia and Media and 
29 and that such wicked proceedings the satraps and generals and governors 
go no further to the annoyance of kings." and prefects, 15 and he took his seat in 

30 Then, when the letter from King the council chamber, and the writing 
Ar-ta-xerx'es was read, Rehum and was read in their presence. !6And he 
Shim'shai the scribe and their associates said, "Call the young men, and they 
went in haste to Jerusalem, with horse- shall explain their statements." So they 
men and a multirude in battle array, were summoned, and came in. 17And 
and began to hinder the builders. And they said to them, "Explain to us what 
the building of the temple in Jerusalem you have written." 
ceased until the second year of the reign Then the first, who had spoken of 
of Dari'us king of the Persians. the strength of wine, began and said: 

3 Now King Dari'us gave a great 
banquet for all that were under 

him and all that were born in his house 
and all the nobles of Media and Persia 
2 and all the satraps and generals and 
governors that were under him in the 
hundred and twenty-seven satrapies 
from India to Ethiopia. 3 They ate and 
drank, and when they were satisfied 
they depaned; and Dari'us the king 
went to his bedroom, and went to sleep, 
and then awoke. 

4 Then the three young men of the 
bodyguard, who kept guard over the 
person of the king, said to one another, 
5 "Let each of us state what one thing 
is strongest; and to him whose state
ment seems wisest, Dari'us the king 
will give rich gifts and great honors 
of victory. 6 He shall be clothed in 
purple, and drink from gold cups, and 
sleep on a gold bed, and have a chariot 
with gold bridles, and a turban of 
fine linen, and a necklace about his 
g Gk ialerus 

18 "Gentlemen, how is wine the strong
est? It leads astray the minds of all who 
drink it. 19 It makes equal the mind of 
the king and the orphan, of the slave 
and the free, of the poor and the rich. 
20 It rums every thought to feasting 
and mirth, and forgets all sorrow and 
debt. 21 It makes all heans feel rich, 
forgets kings and satraps, and makes 
every one talk in millions.K 22 When men 
drink they forget to be friendly with 
friends and brothers, and before long 
they draw their swords. 2J And when 
they recover from the wine, they do not 
remember what they have done. 24 Gen
tlemen, is not wine the strongest, since 
it forces men to do these things?" When 
he had said this, he stopped speaking. 

4 Then the second, who had spoken 
of the strength of the king, began 

to speak: 2 "Gentlemen, are not men 
strongest, who rule over land and sea 
and all that is in them? J But the king 
is stronger; he is their lord and master, 
and whatever he says to them they obey. 
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4 If he tells them to make war on one must realize that women rule over 
another, they do it; and if he sends them you! 
out against the enemy, they go, and "Do you not labor and toil, and 
conquer mountains, walls, and towers. bring everything and give it to women? 
s They kill and are killed, and do not 23A man takes his sword, and goes out 
disobey the king's command; if they to travel and rob and steal and to sail 
win the victory, they bring everything the sea and rivers; 24 he faces lions, and 
to the king-whatever spoil they take he walks in darkness, and when he 
and everything else. 6 Likewise those steals and robs and plunders, he brings 
who do not serve in the army or make it back to the woman he loves. 25A man 
war but till the soil, whenever they sow, loves his wife more than his father or his 
reap the harvest and bring some to the mother. 26 Many men have lost their 
king; and they compel one another to minds because of women, and have 
pay taxes to the king. 7 And yet he is become slaves because of them. 27 Many 
only one man! If he tells them to kill, have perished, or stumbled, or sinned, 
they kill; if he tells them to release, they because of women. 28And now do you 
release; e if he tells them to attack, they not believe me? 
attack; if he tells them to lay waste, "Is not the king great in his power? 
they lay waste; if he tells them to build, Do not all lands fear to touch him? 
they build; 9 ifhe tells them to cut down, 29 Yet I have seen him with Ap'ame, 
they cut down; if he tells them to plant, the king's concubine, the daughter of 
they plant. IOAfl his people and his the illustrious Bar'tacus; she would sit 
armies obey him. Moreover, he re- at the king's right hand 30 and take 
clines, he eats and drinks and sleeps, the crown from the king's head and put 
11 but they keep watch around him and it on her own, and slap the king with 
no one may go away to attend to his her left hand. 31At this the king would 
own affairs, nor do they disobey him. gaze at her with mouth agape. If she 
12 Gentlemen, why is not the king the smiles at him, he laughs; if she loses 
strongest, since he is to be obeyed in this her temper with him, he flatters her, 
fashion?" And he stopped speaking. that she may be reconciled to him. 

13 Then the third, that is Zerub'babel, 32 Gentlemen, why are not women 
who had spoken of women and truth, strong, since they do such things?" 
began to speak: 14 "Gentlemen, is not 33 Then the king and the nobles 
the king great, and are not men many, looked at one another; and he began 
and is not wine strong? Who then is to speak about truth: 34 "Gentlemen, 
their master, or who is their lord? Is it are not women strong? The earth is vast, 
not women? 15 Women gave birth to the and heaven is high, and the sun is swift 
king and to every people that rules over in its course, for it makes the circuit 
sea and land. 16 From women they came; of the heavens and returns to its place 
and women brought up the very men in one day. 35 Is he not great who does 
who plant the vineyards from which these things? But truth is great, and 
comes wine. 17 Women make men's stronger than all things. 36 The whole 
clothes; they bring men glory; men earth calls upon truth, and heaven blesses 
cannot exist without women. 18 If men her. All God'sh works quake and trem
gather gold and silver or any other ble, and with him there is nothing un
beautiful thing, and then see a woman righteous. 37 Wine is unrighteous, the 
lovely in appearance and beauty, 19 they king is unrighteous, women are un
let all those things go, and gape at her, righteous, all the sons of men are un
and with open mouths stare at her, and righteous, all their works are unright
all prefer her to gold or silver or any eous, and all such things. There is no 
other beautiful thing. 20A man leaves truth in them and in their unrighteous
his own father who brought him up, ness they will perish. 38 But truth en
and his own country, and cleaves to his dures and is strong for ever,, and lives 
wife. 21 With his wife he ends his days, and prevails for ever and ever. 39 With 
with no thought of his father or his her there is no partiality or preference, 
mother or his country. 22 Hence you but she does what is righteous instead 
h Gk All the works 
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of anything that is unrighteous or for burnt offerings to be offered on the 
wicked. All men approve her deeds, altar every day, in accordance with the 
40 and there is nothing unrighteous in commandment to make seventeen offer
her judgment. To her belongs the ings; 53 and that all who came from 
strength and the kingship and the power Babylonia to build the city should have 
and the majesty of all the ages. Blessed their freedom, they and their children 
be the God of truth!" 41 He ceased and all the priests who came. 54 He 
speaking; then all the people shouted, wrote also concerning their support 
and said, "Great is truth, and strongest and the priests' garments in whichj 
of all!" they were to minister. 55 He wrote that 

42 Then the king said to him, "Ask the support for the Levites should be 
what you wish, even beyond what is provided until the day when the temple 
written, and we will give it to you, for should be finished and Jerusalem built. 
you have been found to be the wisest. 56 He wrote that land and wages should 
And you shall sit next to me, and be be provided for all who guarded the 
called my kinsman." 43 Then he said to city. 57And he sent back from Babylon 
the king, "Remember the vow which all the vessels which Cyrus had set apart; 
you made to build Jerusalem, in the everything that Cyrus had ordered to 
day when you became king, 44 and to be done, he also commanded to be done 
send back all the vessels that were taken and to be sent to Jerusalem. 
from Jerusalem, which Cyrus set apart 58 When the young man went out, 
when he begani to destroy Babylon, he lifted up his face to heaven toward 
and vowed to send them back there. Jerusalem, and praised the King of 
45 You also vowed to build the temple, heaven, saying, 59 "From thee is the 
which the Edomites burned when Judea victory; from thee is wisdom; and 
was laid waste by the Chalde'ans. 46And thine is the glory. I am thy servant. 
now, 0 lord the king, this is what I ask 60 Blessed art thou, who hast given me 
and request of you, and this befits your wisdom; I give thee thanks, 0 Lord of 
greatness. I pray therefore that you ful- our fathers." 
fil the vow whose fulfilment you vowed 61 So he took the letters, and went 
to the King of heaven with your own to Babylon and told this to all his 
lips." brethren. o2And they praised the God 

47 Then Dari'us the king rose, and of their fathers, because he had given 
kissed him, and wrote letters for him them release and permission °-' to go 
to all the treasurers and governors up and build Jerusalem and the temple 
and generals and satraps, that they which is called by his name; and they 
should give escort to him and all who feasted, with music and rejoicing, for 
were going up with him to build seven days. 
Jerusalem. 48And he wrote letters to 5 After this the heads of fathers' 
all the governors in Coelesyria and houses were chosen to go up, ac
Phoeni'cia and to those in Lebanon, cording to their tribes, with their wives 
to bring cedar timber from Lebanon and sons and daughters, and their men
to Jerusalem, and to help him build servants and maidservants, and their 
the city. 49And he wrote for all the cattle. 2And Dari'us sent with them 
Jews who were going up from his a thousand horsemen to take them back 
kingdom to Judea, in the interest of to Jerusalem in safety, with the music 
their freedom, that no officer or satrap of drums and flutes; J and all their 
or governor or treasurer should forcibly brethren were making merry. And he 
enter their doors; 50 that all the country made them go up with them. 
which they would occupy should be 4 These are the names of the men 
theirs without tribute; that the Idume'- who went up, according to their fathers' 
ans should give up the villages of the houses in the tribes, over their groups: 
Jews which they held; 51 that twenty ta!- 5 the priests, the sons of Phin'ehas, son 
ents a year should be given for the build- of Aaron; Jeshua the son of Jo'zadak, 
ing of the temple until it was completed, son of Sera'iah, and Jo'akim the son of 
52 and an additional ten talents a year Zerub'babel, son of She-al'ti-el, of the 
i Cn: Gk vowed J Gk fo what pn"esrly gannems 
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house of David, of the lineage of Phares, 
of the tribe of Judah, 6 who spoke wise 
words before Dari'us the king of the 
Persians, in the second year of his reign, 
in the month of Nisan, the first month. 

7 These are the men of Judea who 
came up out of their sojourn in cap
tivity, whom Nebuchadnez'zar king of 
Babylon had carried away to Babylon 
8 and who returned to Jerusalem and 
the rest of Judea, each to his own town. 
They came with Zerub'babel and J eshua, 
Nehemi'ah, Sera'iah, Resa'iah, Big'vai,k 
Mor'decai, Bilshan,' Mispar,m Re-eli'ah, 
Rehum, and Ba'anah, their leaders. 

9 The number of the men of the 
nation and their leaders: the sons of 
Parosh, two thousand one hwidred and 
seventy-two. The sons of Shephati'ah, 
four hwidred and seventy-two. 10 The 
sons of Arah, seven hwidred and fifty
six. 11 The sons of Pa'hath-mo'ab, of the 
sons of Jeshua and Jo'ab, two thousand 
eight hundred and twelve. 12 The sons 
of Elam, one thousand two hwidred 
and fifty-four. The sons of Zattu, nine 
hwidred and forty-five. The sons of 
Chorbe, seven hwidred and five. The 
sons of Bani, six hwidred and forty
eight. 13 The sons of Be'bai, six hwidred 
and twenty-three. The sons of Azgad, 
one thousand three hwidred and twenty
two. 14 The sons of Adoni'kam, six hwi
dred and sixty-seven. The sons of Big' -
vai, two thousand and sixty-six. The sons 
of Adin, four hwidred and fifty-four. 
Is The sons of Ater, namely of Hezeki' ah, 
ninety-two. The sons of Kilan and Aze' -
tas, sixty-seven. The sons of Azar'u, 
four hundred and thirty-two. 16 The 
sons of Anni'as, one hwidred and one. 
The sons of Arom. The sons of Be'zai, 
three hwidred and twenty-three. The 
sons of Jorah,• one hwidred and twelve. 
17 The sons of Baite'rus, three thousand 
and five. The sons of Bethlehem,0 one 
hwidred and twenty-three. 18 The men 
of Netoph'ah, fifty-five. The men of 
An'athoth, one hwidred and fifty-eight. 
The men of Beth-as'moth, forty-two. 
19 The men of Kir'iathar'im, twenty-five. 
The men of Chephi'rah and Be-er'oth, 
seven hundred and forty-three. 20 The 

Chadi'asans and Ammid'ians, four hwi
dred and twenty-two. The men of 
RamahP and Geba, six hwidred and 
twenty-one. 21 The men of Michrnas,q 
one hundred and twenty-two. The men 
of Bethel,' fifty-two. The sons of Mag
bish,• one hwidred and fifty-six. 22 The 
sons of the other Elam' and Ono, seven 
hwidred and twenty-five. The sons of 
Jericho, three hwidred and forty-five. 
23 The sons of Sena'ah, three thousand 
three hwidred and thirty. 

24 The priests: the sons of Jedai'ah 
the son of Jeshua, of the sons of 
An'asib, nine hwidred and seventy
two. The sons of Immer, one thousand 
and fifty-two. 25 The sons of Pashhur, 
one thousand two hwidred and forty
seven. The sons of Harim, one thousand 
and seventeen. 

26 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua 
and Kad'mi-el and Bannas and Sudi'as, 
seventy-four. 27 The temple singers: the 
sons of Asaph, one hwidred and twenty
eight. 2B The gatekeepers: the sons of 
Shallurn, the sons of Ater, the sons of 
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of 
Hati'ta, the sons of Sho'bai, in all one 
hundred and thirty-nine. 

29 The temple servants: the sons of 
Ziha,u the sons of Hasu'pha, the sons of 
Tabba'oth, the sons of Keros, the sons 
of Si'aha,• the sons of Padon, the sons 
of Leba'nah, the sons of Hag'abah, 
Jo the sons of Akkub, the sons of Uthai, 
the sons of Ketab, the sons of Hagab, 
the sons of Shamlai,w the sons of Hana, 
the sons of Cath'ua, the sons of Gahar,x 
.11 the sons of Re-a'iah,Y the sons of 
Rezin,z the sons of Neko'da,a the sons of 
Chezib, the sons of Gazzam,b the sons of 
Uzza, the sons of Pase'ah,c the sons of 
Hasrah, the sons of Besai,d the sons of 
Asnah, the sons of the Me-u'nites,e the 
sons of Nephi'sim, the sons of Bakbuk,f 
the sons of Haku'pha, the sons of Asur, 
the sons of Phar'akim, the sons of Baz
luth, 32 the sons of Mehi'da, the sons of 
Cutha, the sons of Char'ea, the sons 
of Barkos, the sons of Sis'era,g the sons 
of Temah, the sons of Nezi'ah, the sons 
of Hati'pha. 

33 The sons of Solomon's servants: 

k Gk 1:"'1eneus I Gk Bee/sarus m Gk Aspharasus n Gk AF'siphurith o Gk Bethlomon P Gk Kirama 
ti Gk Macalon r Gk Beco/io ·"Gk Niphis I Gk Calamolalw u Gk Esau "'Gk Sua 
II' Gk Subai x Gk Geddur y Gk Jafrus z Gk Daisan " Gk Noebd b Gk Gazera c Gk Phinoe 
d Gk Basihai e Gk Maani f Gk Acub or Acuph or Acr.an g Gk Serar 
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the sons of Hasso'phereth,h the sons of the work a thousand minas of gold, 
Peru'da, the sons of Ja'alah, the sons five thousand minas of silver, and one 
of Lozon, the sons of Giddel,i the sons of hundred priests' garments. 
Shephati'ah, 34 the sons of Hattil,j the 46 The priests, the Levites, and some 
sons of Po'chereth-hazzeba'im, the sons of the people<> settled in Jerusalem and 
of Saro'thie, the sons of Masi'ah, the its vicinity; and the temple singers, the 
sons of Gas, the sons of Addus, the sons gatekeepers, and all Israel in their towns. 
of Subas, the sons of Apher'ra, the sons 47 When the seventh month came, 
of Baro'dis, the sons of Shaphat, the and the sons of Israel were each in his 
sons of Ami.k own home, they gathered as one man 

35 All the temple servants and the in the square before the first gate to
sons of Solomon's servants were three ward the east. 48 Then Jeshua the son 
hundred and seventy-two. of Jo'zadak, with his fellow priests, and 

36 The following are those who came Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el, 
up from Tel-me'Jahl and Tel-har'sha, with his kinsmen, took their places and 
under the leadership of Cherub, Addan, prepared the altar of the God of Israel, 
and Immer, 37 though they could not 49 to offer burnt offerings upon it, in 
prove by their fathers' houses or lineage accordance with the directions in the 
that they belonged to Israel: the sons of book of Moses the man of God. 50And 
Dela'iah the son of Tobi' ah, the sons some joined them from the other peoples 
of Neko'da, six hundred and fifty-two. of the land. And they erected the altar in 

38 Of the priests the following had its place, for all the peoples of the land 
assumed the priesthood but were not were hostile to them and were stronger 
found registered: the sons of Habai'ah, than they; and they offered sacrifices 
the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Jaddus at the proper times and burnt offerings to 
who had married Agi'a, one of the the Lord morning and evening. 51 They 
daughters of Barzil'lai, and was called kept the feast of booths, as it is com
by his name. 39And when the genealogy mantled in the law, and offered the prop
of these men was sought in the register er sacrifices every day, 52 and thereafter 
and was not found, they were excluded the continual offerings and sacrifices on 
from serving as priests. 40And Nehemi' - sabbaths and at new moons and at all 
ah and Anhari'asm told them not to the consecrated feasts. 53And all who 
share in the holy things until a high had made any vow to God began to 
priest should appear wearing Urim and offer sacrifices to God, from the new 
Thummim.n moon of the seventh month, though the 

41 All those of Israel, twelve or more temple of God was not yet built. '~And 
years of age, besides menservants and they gave money to the masons and the 
maidservants, were fony-two thousand carpenters, and food and drink 55 and 
three hundred and sixty; 42 their men- cansP to the Sidonians and the Tyrians, 
servants and maidservants were seven to bring cedar logs from Lebanon and 
thousand three hundred and thirty- convey them in rafts to the harbor of 
seven; there were two hundred and fony- Joppa, according to the decree which 
five musicians and singers. 43 There they had in writing from Cyrus king of 
were four hundred and thiny-five camels, the Persians. 
and seven thousand and thirty-six 56 In the second year after their com
horses, two hundred and fony-five ing to the temple of God in Jerusalem, 
mules, and five thousand five hundred in the second month, Zerub'babel the 
and rwenty-five asses. son of She-al' ti-el and J eshua the son of 

44 Some of the heads of families, Jo'zadak made a beginning, together 
when they came to the temple of God with their brethren and the Levitical 
which is in Jerusalem, vowed that they priests and all who had come to Jerusa
would erect the house on its site, to the lem from the captivity; 57 and they laid 
best of their ability, 45 and that they the foundation of the temple of God on 
would give to the sacred treasury for the new moon of the second month in 

h Gk Assaphioth i Gk lsdael i Gk Agia k Gk Allon I Gk Thermelerh 
m Or rlu guvtrnDT n Gk Marafesration and Truth o Or those who were of the people 
p The Greek tat is unccnain at this point 
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the second year after they came to 
Judea and Jerusalem. SBAnd they ap
pointed the Levites who were twenty 
or more years of age to have charge of 
the work of the Lord. And Jeshua 
arose, and his sons and brethren and 
Kad'mi-el his. brother and th~ sons of 
Jeshua Emacla'bun and the sons of 
Joela son of Ilia' dun, with their sons and 
brethren, all the Levites, as one man 
pressing forward the work on the house 
of God. 

So the builders built the temple of the 
Lord. 59And the priests stood arrayed 
in their garmems, with musical instru
ments and trumpets, and the Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, 
60 praising the Lord and blessing him, 
according to the directions of David 
king of Israel; 61 and they sang hymns, 
giving thanks to the Lord, because his 
goodness and his glory are for ever upon 
all Israel. 62And all the people sounded 
trumpets and shouted with a great 
shout, praising the Lord for the erection 
of the house of the Lord. 63 Some of the 
Levitical priests and heads of fathers' 
houses, old men who had seen the 
former house, came to the building of 
this one with outcries and loud weeping, 
64 while many came with trumpets and 
a joyful noise, 65 so that the people 
could not hear the trumpets because of 
the weeping of the people. 

For the multitude sounded the trum
pets loudly, so that the sound was 
heard afar; 66 and when the enemies of 
the tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard 
it, they came to find out what the sound 
of the trumpets meant. 67And they 
learned that those who had returned 
from captivity were building the temple 
for the Lord God of Israel. 6H So they 
approached Zerub'babel and Jeshua 
and the heads of the fathers' houses and 
said to them, "We will build with you. 
6'1 For we obey your Lord just as you 
do, and we have been sacrificing to him 
ever since the days of E'sar-had'donq 
king of the Assyrians, who brought us 
here." 70 But Zerub'babel and Jeshua 
and the heads of the fathers' houses in 
Israel said to them, "You have nothing 
to do with us in building the house for 
the Lord our God, 71 for we alone will 
build it for the Lord of Israel, as Cyrus 

the king of the Persians has commanded 
us." 72 But the peoples of the land 
pressed hard' upon those in Judea, cut off 
their supplies, and hindered their build
ing; 73 and by plots and demagoguery 
and uprisings they prevented the com
pletion of the building as long as King 
Cyrus lived. And they were kept from 
building for two years, until the reign of 
Dari'us. 

6 Now in the second year of the 
reign of Dari'us, the prophets Hag

gai and Zechari'ah the son of Iddo 
prophesied to the Jews who were in Ju
dea and Jerusalem; they prophesied to 
them in the name of the Lord God ofls
rael. 2 Then Zerub'babel the son of She
al'ti-el and Jeshua the son of Jo'zadak 
arose and began to build the house of 
the Lord which is in Jerusalem, with the 
help of the prophets of the Lord who 
were with them. 

3 At the same time Sisin'nes the 
governor of Syria and Phoeni'cia, and 
Sathra-bu'zanes, and their associates 
came to them and said, 4 "By whose 
order are you building this house and 
this roof and finishing all the other 
things? And who are the builders that 
are finishing these things?" s Yet the el
ders of the Jews were dealt with kindly, 
for the providence of the Lord was over 
the captives; 6 and they were not preven
ted from building until word could be 
sent to Dari'us concerning them and a 
report made. 

7 A copy of the letter which Sisin'nes 
the governor of Syria and Phoeni'cia, 
and Sathra-bu'zanes, and their associates 
the local rulers in Syria and Phoeni'cia, 
wrote and sent to Dari'us: 

8 "To King Dari'us, greeting. Let 
it be fully known to our lord the king 
that, when we went to the country of 
Judea and entered the city of Jerusa
lem, we found the elders of the Jews, 
who had been in captivity, 9 building 
in the city of Jerusalem a great new 
house for the Lord, of hewn stone, with 
costly timber laid in the walls. 10 These 
operations are going on rapidly, and 
the work is prospering in their hands 
and being completed with all splendor 
and care. 11 Then we asked these elders, 
'At whose command are you building 

q Gk Ashasareth r The Greek text is uncertain at this point 
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this house and laying the foundations of found in which this was recorded: 24 "In 
this structure?' 12And in order that the first year of the reign of Cyrus, 
we might inform you in writing who King Cyrus ordered the building of 
the leaders are, we questioned them the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, 
and asked them for a list of the names where they sacrifice with perpetual fire; 
of those who are at their head. 13 They 25 its height to be sixty cubits and 
answered us, 'We are the servants of its breadth sixty cubits, with three 
the Lord who created the heaven courses of hewn stone and one course 
and the earth. 14And the house was of new native timber; the cost to be 
built many years ago by a king of paid from the treasury of Cyrus the 
Israel who was great and strong, and king; 26 and that the holy vessels of the 
it was finished. 15 But when our fa- house of the Lord, both of gold and 
thers sinned against the Lord of Israel of silver, which Nebuchadnez'zar took 
who is in heaven, and provoked him, out of the house in Jerusalem and 
he gave them over into the hands of carried away to Babylon, should be 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon, king restored to the house in Jerusalem, to 
of the Chalde'ans; 16 and they pulled be placed where they had been." 
down the house, and burned it, and 27 So Dari'us' commanded Sisin'nes 
carried the people away captive to the governor of Syria and Phoeni'cia, 
Babylon. 17 But in the first year that and Sathra-bu'zanes, and their associ
Cyrus reigned over the country of ates, and those who were appointed as 
Babylonia, King Cyrus wrote that this local rulers in Syria and Phoeni'cia, to 
house should be rebuilt. 18And the keep away from the place, and to 
holy vessels of gold and of silver, which permit Zerub'babel, the servant of the 
Nebuchadnez'zar had taken out of the Lord and governor of Judea, and the 
house in Jerusalem and stored in his elders of the Jews to build this house of 
own temple, these Cyrus the king took the Lord on its site. 28 "And I command 
out again from the temple in Babylon, that it be built completely, and that full 
and they were delivered to Zerub'babel effort be made to help the men who have 
and Shesh-baz'zars the governor 19 with returned from the captivity of Judea, 
the command that he should take all until the house of the Lord is finished; 
these vessels back and put them in 29 and that out of the tribute of Coe
the temple at Jerusalem, and that this lesyria and Phoeni'cia a portion be 
temple of the Lord should be rebuilt scrupulously given to these men, that 
on its site. 20 Then this Shesh-baz'zar/ is, to Zerub'babel the governor, for 
after coming here, laid the foundations sacrifices to the Lord, for bulls and 
of the house of the Lord which is in rams and Iambs, Jo and likewise wheat 
Jerusalem, and although it has been in and salt and wine and oil, regularly 
process of construction from that time every'year, without quibbling, for daily 
until now, it has not yet reached com- use as the priests in Jerusalem may 
pletion.' 21 Now therefore, if it seems indicate, JI in order that libations may 
wise, 0 king, let search be made in the be made to the Most High God for the 
royal archives of our lord' the king king and his children, and prayers be 
that are in Babylon; 22 and if it is offered for their life." 
found that the building of the house 32 And he commanded that if any 
of the Lord in Jerusalem was done with should transgress or nullify any of the 
the consent of King Cyrus, and if it is things herein written,•· a beam should 
approved by our lord the king, let him be taken out of his house and he should 
send us directions concerning these be hanged upon it, and his property 
things." should be forfeited to the king. 

23 Then King Dari'us commanded 33 "Therefore may the Lord, whose 
that search be made in the royal ar- name is there called upon, destroy 
chives that were deposited in Babylon. every king and nation that shall stretch 
And in Ecbat'ana, the fortress which is out their hands to hinder or damage 
in the country of Media, a scrollu was that house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 
s Gk Sanabassarus I Other authorities read of Cyrus u Other authorities read passage .., Gk he 
w Other authorities read stated ab(lf)t or addeJ in writing 
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34 "I, King Dari'us, have decreed 

that it be done with all diligence as 
here prescribed." 

7 Then Sisin'nes the governor of 
Coelesyria and Phoeni'cia, and 

Sathra-bu'zanes, and their associates, 
following the orders of King Dari'us, 
2 supervised the holy work with very 
great care, assisting the elders of the 
Jews and the chief officers of the temple. 
JAnd the holy work prospered, while 
the prophets Haggai and Zechari'ah 
prophesied; 4 and they completed it 
by the command of the Lord God of 
Israel. So with the consent of Cyrus 
and Dari'us and Ar-ta-xerx'es, kings 
of the Persians, s the holy house was 
finished by the twenty-third day of the 
month of Adar, in the sixth year of 
King Dari'us. bAnd the people of Israel, 
the priests, the Levites, and the rest of 
those from the captivity who joined 
them, did according to what was written 
in the book of Moses. 7 They offered at 
the dedication of the temple of the Lord 
one hundred bulls, two hundred rams, 
four hundred lambs, Hand twelve he
goats for the sin of all Israel, according 
to the number of the twelve leaders of 
the tribes of Israel; 9 and the priests 
and the Levites stood arrayed in their 
garments, according to kindred, for the 
services of the Lord God of Israel in 
accordance with the book of Moses; and 
the gatekeepers were at each gate. 

10 The people of Israel who came 
from the captivity kept the passover on 
the founeenth day of the first month, 
after the priests and the Levites were 
purified together. 11 Not all of the re
turned captives were purified, but the 
Levites were all purified together ,x 
12 and they sacrificed the passover lamb 
for all the returned captives and for 
their brethren the priests and for them
selves. lJAnd the people of Israel who 
came from the captivity ate it, all 
those who had separated themselves 
from the abominations of the peoples 
of the land and sought the Lord. 14And 
they kept the feast of unleavened bread 
seven days, rejoicing before the Lord, 
15 because he had changed the will of 
the king of the Assyrians concerning 
them, to strengthen their hands for the 
service of the Lord God of Israel. 

8 After these things, when Ar-ta
xerx'es the king of the Persians was 

reigning, Ezra came, the son of Serai'ah, 
son of Azari'ah, son of Hilki'ah, son of 
Shallum, 2 son of Zadok, son of Ahi'tub, 
son of Amari'ah, son ·of Uzzi, son of 
Bukki, son of Abishu'a, son of Phin'ehas, 
son of Elea'zar, son of Aaron the chief 
priest. 3 This Ezra came up from Baby
lon as a scribe skilled in the law of 
Moses, which was given by the God of 
Israel; 4 and the king showed him hon
or, for he found favor before the 
kingY in all his requests. 5 There came 
up with him to Jerusalem some of the 
people of Israel and some of the priests 
and Levites and temple singers and 
gatekeepers and temple servants, 6 in 
the seventh year of the reign of Ar-ta
xerx' es, in the fifth month (this was the 
king's seventh year); for they left Baby
lon on the new moon of the first month 
and arrived in Jerusalem on the new 
moon of the fifth month, by the pros
perous journey which the Lord gave 
them.z 7 For Ezra possessed great 
knowledge, so that he omitted nothing 
from the law of the Lord or the com
mandments, but taught all Israel all the 
ordinances and judgments. 

8 The following is a copy of the 
written commission from Ar-ta-xerx'es 
the king which was delivered to Ezra 
the priest and reader of the law of the 
Lord: 

9 "King Ar-ta-xerx'es to Ezra the 
priest and reader of the law of the Lord, 
greeting. 10 In accordance with my 
gracious decision, I have given orders 
that those of the Jewish nation and of 
the priests and Levites and others in 
our realm, who freely choose to do so, 
may go with you to Jerusalem. 11 Let 
as many as are so disposed, therefore, 
depart with you as I and the seven 
friends who are my counselors have 
decided, 12 in order to look into matters 
in Judea and Jerusalem, in accordance 
with what is in the law of the Lord, 
13 and to carry to Jerusalem the gifts 
for the Lord of Israel which I and my 
friends have vowed, and to collect for 
the Lord in Jerusalem all the gold and 
silver that may be found in the country 
of Babylonia, 14 together with what is 
given by the nation for the temple of 

x The Greek text of this verse is unccnain Y Gk him z Other authorities add for him or upon him 
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their Lord which is in Jerusalem, both 
gold and silver for bulls and rams and 
lambs and what goes with them, IS so 
as co offer sacrifices upon the altar of 
their Lord which is in Jerusalem. 
16And whatever you and your brethren 
are minded co do with the gold and 
silver, perform it in accordance with 
the will of your God; 17 and deliver the 
holy vessels of the Lord which are 
given you for the use of the temple of 
your God which is in Jerusalem. 18And 
whatever else occurs co you as neces
sary for the temple of your God, you 
may provide out of the royal treasury. 

19 "And I, Ar-ta-xerx'es the king, 
have commanded the treasurers of Syria 
and Phoeni'cia that whatever Ezra the 
priest and reader of the law of the Most 
High God sends for, they shall cake care 
co give him, 20 up co a hundred talents 
of silver, and likewise up co a hundred 
cors of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, 
and sale in abundance. 21 Let all things 
prescribed in the law of God be scrupu
lously fulfilled for the Most High God, 
so chat wrath may not come upon the 
kingdom of the king and his sons. 
22 You are also informed chat no tribute 
or any other tax is co be laid on any of 
the priests or Levites or temple singers 
or gatekeepers or temple servants or 
persons employed in this temple, and 
that no one has authority to impose any 
tax upon chem. 

23 "And you, Ezra, according co the 
wisdom of God, appoint judges and 
justices co judge all chose who know 
the law of your God, throughout all 
Syria and Phoeni'cia; and those who do 
not know it you shall teach. 24And all 
who transgress the law of your God or 
the law of the kingdom shall be strictly 
punished, whether by death or some 
other punishment, either fine or im
prisonment." 

25 Blessed be the Lord alone, who 
put this into the heart of the king, 
to glorify his house which is in Jerusa
lem, 26and who honored me in the 
sight of the king and his counselors 
and all his friends and nobles. 27 I was 
encouraged by the help of the Lord my 
God. and I gathered men from Israel 
to go up with me. 
a Gk Asebebias 

28 These are the principal men, ac
cording to their fathers' houses and 
their groups, who went up with me from 
Babylon, in the reign of Ar-ta-xerx' es the 
king: 29 Of the sons of Phin'ehas, Ger
shom. Of the sons of Ith'amar, Gam'ael. 
Of the sons of David, Hatrush the son 
of Shecani'ah. JO Of the sons of Parosh, 
Zechari'ah, and with him a hundred 
an<i fifty men enrolled. JI Of the sons of 
Pa hach-mo'ab, El'ieho-e'nai the son of 
Zerahi'ah, and with him two hundred 
men. 32 Of the sons of Zatcu, Shecani'ah 
the son of Jahazi'el, and with him three 
hundred men. Of the sons of Adin, Obed 
the son of Jonathan, and with him rwo 
hundred and fifty men. 33 Of the sons of 
Elam, Jeshai'ah the son of Gotholi'ah, 
and with him seventy men. 34 Of the 
sons of Shephati'ah, Zera'iah the son of 
Michael, and with him seventy men. 
35 Of the sons of Jo'ab, Obadi'ah the son 
of Jehi'el, and with him two hundred 
and rwelve men. -16 Of the sons of Bani, 
Shelo'mith the son of Josiphi'ah, and 
with him a hundred and sixty men. 
37 Of the sons of Be'bai, Zechari'ah the 
son of Be'bai, and with him rwenty
eighc men. 38 Of the sons of Azgad, 
Joha'nan the son of Hak'kacan, and 
with him a hundred and ten men. 39 Of 
the sons of Adoni'kam, the last ones, 
their names being Eliph'elet, Jeu'el, and 
Shemai'ah, and with them seventy men. 
40 Of the sons of Big'vai, Uthai the son 
of Istalcu'rus, and with him seventy men. 

41 I assembled them at the river 
called Theras, and we encamped there 
three days, and I inspected them. 
42 When I found there none of the sons 
of the priests or of the Levites, 43 I sent 
word to Elie'zar, Id'u-el, Ma-as'mas, 
44 Elna'than, Shemai'ah, Jarib, Nathan, 
Elna'than, Zechari'ah, and Meshul'lam, 
who were leaders and men of under
standing; 45 and I told them co go to 
Iddo, who was the leading man at the 
place of the treasury, 4o and ordered 
them co tell Iddo and his brethren and 
the treasurers at that place co send us 
men co serve as priests in the house of 
our Lord. 47And by the mighty hand of 
our Lord they brought us competent 
men of the sons of Mahli the son of 
Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebi'ah0 

with his sons and kinsmen, eighteen; 
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48 also Hashabi'ah and Annu'nus and Jerusalem. 62 When we had been there 
Jeshai'ah his brother, of the sons of three days, the silver and the gold were 
Hanani'ah, and their sons, twenty men; weighed and delivered in the house of 
49 and of the temple servants, whom our Lord to Mer'emoth the priest, son 
David and the leaders had given for of Uri'ah; 63 and with him was Elea'zar 
the service of the Levites, two hundred the son of Phin'ehas, and with them 
and twenty temple servants; the list of were Jo'zabad the son of Jeshua and 
all their names was reported. Moeth the son of Bin'nui,b the Levites. 

50 There I proclaimed a fast for the 64 The whole was counted and weighed, 
young men before our Lord, to seek and the weight of everything was re
from him a prosperous journey for corded at that very time. 65And those 
ourselves and for our children and the who had come back from captivity of
cattle that were with us. 51 For I was fered sacrifices to the Lord, the God of 
ashamed to ask the king for foot Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety
soldiers and horsemen and an escort six rams, 66 seventy-two lambs, and as 
to keep us safe from our adversaries; a thank offering twelve he-goats-all 
52 for we had said to the king, "The as a sacrifice to the Lord. 67And they 
power of our Lord will be with those delivered the king's orders to the royal 
who seek him, and will support them stewards and to the governors of Coele
in every way." 53And again we prayed syria and Phoeni'cia; and these officialsc 
to our Lord about these things, and we honored the people and the temple of 
found him very merciful. the Lord. 

54 Then I set apart twelve of the 68 After these things had been done, 
leaders of the priests, Sherebi'ah and the principal men came to me and said, 
Hashabi'ah, and ten of their kinsmen 69 "The people of Israel and the leaders 
with them; 55 and I weighed out to and the priests and the Levites have not 
them the silver and the gold and the put away from themselves the alien 
holy vessels of the house of our Lord, peoples of the land and their pollutions, 
which the king himself and his coun- the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per'iz
selors and the nobles and all Israel zites, the Jeb'usites, the Mo'abites, the 
had given. 56 I weighed and gave to Egyptians, and the Edomites. 70 For 
them six hundred and fifty talents of they and their sons have married the 
silver, and silver vessels worth a hun- daughters of these people,d and the 
dred talents, and a hundred talents of holy race has been mixed with the alien 
gold, 57 and twenty golden bowls, and peoples of the land; and from the begin
twelve bronze vessels of fine bronze that ning of this matter the leaders and 
glittered like gold. 5RAnd I said to them, the nobles have been sharing in this 
"You are holy to the Lord, and the iniquity." 
vessels are holy, and the silver and the 71 As soon as I heard these things, 
gold are vowed to t~1e Lord, the Lord I rent my garments and my holy mantle, 
of our fathers. 59 Be watchful and on and pulled out hair from my head and 
guard until you deliver them to the beard, and sat down in anxiety and 
leaders of the priests and the Levites, grief. 72And all who were ever moved 
and to the h'.!ads of the fathers' houses at• the word of the Lord of Israel 
of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the chambers gathered round me, as I mourned over 
of the house of our Lord." 60 So the this iniquity, and I sat grief-stricken 
priests and the Levites who took the until the evening sacrifice. 73 Then I 
silver and the gold and the vessels rose from my fast, with my garments 
which had been in Jerusalem carried and my holy mantle rent, and kneeling 
them to the temple of the Lord. down and stretching forth my hands to 

61 We departed from the river Theras the Lord 74 I said, 
on the twelfth day of the first month; "O Lord, I am ashamed and con
and we arrived in Jerusalem by the founded before thy face. 75 For our 
mighty hand of our Lord which was sins have risen higher than our heads, 
upon us; he delivered us from every and our mistakes have mounted up to 
enemy on the way, and so we came to heaven 76 from the times of our fathers, 
b Gk Sabarmus c Gk they d Gk their daughters e Or zealous for 



1 ESDRAS 8 190 Ezra and the sins of Israel 
and we are in great sin to this day. upon the ground before the temple, 
77And because of our sins and the sins there gathered about him a very great 
of our fathers we with our brethren and throng from Jerusalem, men and women 
our kings and our priests were given and youths; for there was great weeping 
over to the kings of the earth, to the among the multitude. 92 Then Sheca
sword and captivicy and plundering, ni'ah the son of Jehi'el, one of the men 
in shame until this day. 78And now in of Israel, called out, and said to Ezra, 
some measure mercy has come to us "We have sinned against the Lord, 
from thee, 0 Lord, to leave to us a and have married foreign women from 
root and a name in thy holy place, the peoples of the land; but even now 
79 and to uncover a light for us in the there is hope for Israel. 9J Let us take 
house of the Lord our God, and to give an oath to the Lord about this, that 
us food in the time of our servitude. we will put away all our foreign wives, 
80 Even in our bondage we were not with their children, 94 as seems good to 
forsaken by our Lord, but he brought you and to all who obey the law of the 
us into favor with the kings of the Lord. 95Arisef and take action, for it 
Persians, so that they have given us is your task, and we are with you to 
food 81 and glorified the temple of our take strong measures." 96 Then Ezra 
Lord, and raised Zion from desolation, arose and had the leaders of the priests 
to give us a stronghold in Judea and and Levites of all Israel take oath that 
Jerusalem. they would do this. And they took the 

82 "And now, 0 Lord, what shall we oath. 
say, when we have these things? For 9 Then Ezra rose and went from the 
we have transgressed thy command- court of the temple to the chamber 
ments, which thou didst give by thy of Jehoha'nan the son of Eli'ashib, 2 and 
servants the prophets, saying, 83 'The spent the night there; and he did not 
land which you are entering to take eat bread or drink water, for he was 
possession of it is a land polluted with mourning over the great iniquities of 
the pollution of the aliens of the land, the multitude. -'And a proclamation was 
and they have filled it with their un- made throughout Judea and Jerusalem 
cleanness. 84 Therefore do not give your to all who had returned from the cap
daugbters in marriage to their sons, tivity that they should assemble at 
and do not take their daughters for your Jerusalem, 4 and that if any did not 
sons; BS and do not seek ever to have meet there within two or three days, 
peace with them, in order that you may in accordance with the decision of the 
be strong and eat the good things of the ruling elders, their cattle should be 
land and leave it for an inheritance to seized for sacrifice and the men them
your children for ever.' BoAnd all that selvesg expelled from the multitude of 
has happened to us has come about be- those who had returned from the 
cause of our evil deeds and our great captivity. 
sins. For thou, 0 Lord, didst lift the 5 Then the men of the tribe of Judah 
burden of our sins 87 and give us such a and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem 
root as this; but we turned back again within three days; this was the ninth 
to transgress thy law by mixing with the month, on the twentieth day of the 
uncleanness of the peoples of the land. month. oAnd all the multitude sat in the 
88 Wast thou not angry enough with us open square before the temple, shiver
to destroy us without leaving a root or ing because of the bad weather that 
seed or name? 89 0 Lord of Israel, prevailed. 7 Then Ezra rose and said to 
thou art true; for we are left as a root them, "You have broken the law and 
this day. 90 Behold, we are now before married foreign women, and so have 
thee in our iniquities; for we can no increased the sin of Israel. 8 Now then 
longer stand in thy presence because of make confession and give glory to the 
these things.'' Lord the God of our fathers, 9 and do 

91 While Ezra was praying and mak- his will; separate yourselves from the 
ing bis confession, weeping and lying peoples of the land and from your 
f Other BUthorities read as seems good co you." And all who obeyed the law of rhe Lord rose and said co E:ra, 
"Arise II Gk he himself 
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foreign wives." 10 Then all the multi- emoth and Eli'jah. 28 Of the sons of 
tude shouted and said with a loud voice, Zattu:m Eli-o-e'nai,n Eli'ashib, Othoni'
"We will do as you have said. I I But ah Jer'emoth, and Zabad and Zerda'iah. 
the multitude is great and it is winter, 29 Of the sons of Be'bai: Jehoha'nan and 
and we are not able to stand in the Hanani'ah and Zab'bai and Emath'is. 
open air. This is not a work we can do 30 Of the sons of Bani:0 Meshul'lam,P 
in one day or two, for we have sinned Malluch,q Adai'ah, Jashub, and She'al 
too much in these things. 12 So let the and Jer'emoth. 31 Of the sons of Addi: 
leaders of the multitude stay, and let Na'athus and Mo-ossi'as, Laccu'nus and 
all those in our settlements who have Na'idus, and Bescaspas'mys and Sesthel, 
foreign wives come at the time ap- and Belnu'us and Manasse'as. 32 Of the 
pointed, 13 with the elders and judges sons of Annan: Elio'nas and Asai'as and 
nf each place, until we are freed from Melchi'as and Sabbai'as and Simon 
the wrath of the Lord over this matter." Chosamae'us. 33 Of the sons of Hashum: 
14 Jonathan the son of As'ahel and Jah- Matte'nai and Mat'tattah and Zabad 
zei'ah the son of Tikvahh undertook the and Eliph'elet and Manas'seh and 
matter on these terms, and Meshul'lam Shim'e-i. 34 Of the sons of Bani: Jer'emai, 
and Levi and Shab'bethai served with Ma-ada'i/ Amram,s Jo' el, Mam'dai and 
them as judges. I5And those who had Bede'iah and Vani'ah, Caraba'sion and 
returned from the captivity acted in Eli'ashib and Machnad'ebai,t Eli'asis, 
accordance with all this. Bin'nui, Eli'alis, Shim'e-i, Shelerni'ah, 

16 Ezra the priest chose for himself Nethani'ah. Of the sons of Ezor'a: 
the leading men of their fathers' houses, Shashai, Az'arel, Az'ael, Shemai'ah,u 
all of them by name; and on the new Amari'ah,v Joseph. 35 Of the sons of 
moon of the tenth month they began Nebo:w Mattithi'ah,-" Zabad, Iddo, Jo' el, 
their sessions to investigate the matter. Benai'ah. 36All these had married foreign 
17 And the cases of the men who had women, and they put them away with 
foreign wives were brought to an end by their children. 
the new moon of the first month. 37 The priests and the Levites and 

18 Of the priests those who were the men of Israel settled in Jerusalem 
brought in and found to have foreign and in the country. On the new moon 
wives were: 19 of the sons of Jeshua of the seventh month, when the sons of 
the son of Jo'zadak and his brethren, Israel were in their settlements, 38 the 
Ma-asei'ah, Elie'zar, Jarib and Jodan. whole multitude gathered with one 
20 They pledged themselves to put away accord into the open square before the 
their wives, and to give rams in expia- east gate of the temple; 39 and they 
tion of their error. 21 Of the sons of told Ezra the chief priest and reader 
Immer: Hana'ni and Zebadi'ah and to bring the law of Moses which had 
Ma-asei'ah and Shemai'ah and Jehi'el been given by the Lord God of Israel. 
and Azari'ah. 22 Of the sons of Pashhur: 40 So Ezra the chief priest brought the 
Eli-o-e'nai, Ma-asei'ah, lsh'mael, and law, for all the multitude, men and 
Nathan'a-el,and Gedali'ah,and Ela'sah.i women, and all the priests to hear the 

23 And of the Levites: Jo'zabad and law, on the new moon of the seventh 
Shim'c-i and Kelai'ah, who was Keli'ta, month. 41And he read aloud in the open 
and Pethahi'ah and Judah and Jonah. square before the gate of the temple 
24 Of the temple singers: Eli'ashib and from early morning until midday, in 
Zaccur.i 25 Of the gatekeepers: Shallum the presence of both men and women; 
and Telcm.k and all the multitude gave attention to 

26 Of Israel: of the sons of Parosh: the law. 42 Ezra the priest and reader of 
Rami'ah, Izzi'ah, Malchi'jah, Mi'iamin, the law stood on the wooden platform 
and Elca'zar, and Asibi'as, and Benai'ah. which had been prepared; 43 and beside 
27 Of the sons of Elam: Mattani'ah and him stood Mattathi'ah, Shema, Anai'
Zcchari'ah, Jehi'el' and Abdi, and Jer'- ah,Y Azari'ah, Uri'ah, Hezeki'ah, and 

h Gk Thocanus i Gk Sa/rhas or Saloas i Gk Bacchurus k Gk To/banes I Gk Jezn'e/w 
m Gk Zamoth n Gk Eliadas o Gk Mani P Gk O/amw q Gk Mamuchw r Gk MomJiw s Gk Maerus 
t Gk Mamnitanemus u Gk Samarus Y Gk Zambris w Gk Nooma x Gk Mazitias y Gk Ananias 
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Ba-al'samus on his right hand, 44 and on 
his left Peda'iah, Mish'a-el, Malchi'jah, 
Lothasu'bus, Nabari'ah, and Zech
ari'ah. 45 Then Ezra took up the book 
of the law in the sight of the multi
tude, for he had the place of honor 
in the presence of all. 46And when he 
opened the law, they all stood erect. 
And Ezra blessed the Lord God Most 
High, the God of hosts, the Almighty; 
47 and all the multitude answered, 
"Amen." And they lifted up their 
hands, and fell to the ground and wor
shiped the Lord. 48 Jeshua and An'
niuth and Sherebi'ah, Jamin,' Akkub, 
Shab'bethai, Hodi'ah, Ma-asei'ah 0 and 
Keli'ta, Azari'ah and Jo'zabad, Hanan, 
Pelai'ah, the Levites, taught the law of 
the Lord,b at the same time explaining 
what was read. 

49 Then Atthara'tes< said to Ezra 
the chief priest and reader, and to the 
Levites who were teaching the multi
tude, and to all, 50 "This day is holy to 
the Lord"-now they were all weeping 
as they heard the law- 51"so go your 
way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, and 
send portions to those who have none; 
52 for the day is holy to the Lord; and 
do not be sorrowful, for the Lord will 
exalt you." 5JAnd the Levites com
manded all the people, saying, "This day 
is holy; do not be sorrowful." 54 Then 
they all went their way, to eat and drink 
and enjoy themselves, and to give por
tions to those who had none, and to 
make great rejoicing; 55 because they 
were inspired by the words which they 
had been taught. And they came to
gether.d 

THE SECOND BOOK OF 

ESDRAS 

1 The second book of the prophet 
Ezra the son of Serai'ah, son of 

Azari'ah, son of Hilki'ah, son of Shal
lurn, son of Zadok, son of Ahi'tub, Zson 
of Ahi'jah, son of Phin'ehas, son of Eli, 
son of Amari'ah, son of Azari'ah, son 
of Merai'oth, son of Arna, son of Uzzi, 
son of Borith, son of Abishu'a, son of 
Phin'ehas, son of Elea'zar, 3 son of 
Aaron, of the tribe of Levi, who was a 
captive in the country of the Medes in 
the reign of Ar-ta-xerx'es, king of the 
Persians. 

4 The word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, 5 "Go and declare to my people 
their evil deeds, and to their children 
the iniquities which they have committed 
against me, so that they may tell their 
children's children 6 that the sins of 
their parents have increased in them, 
for they have forgotten me and have 
offered sacrifices to strange gods. 7 Was 
it not I who brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage? But they have angered me 
and despised my counsels. s Pull out 

the hair of your head and hurl all evils 
upon them, for they have not obeyed 
my law-they are a rebellious people. 
9 How long shall I endure them, on 
whom I have bestowed such great ben
efits? 10 For their sake I have over
thrown many kings; I struck down 
Pharaoh with his servants, and all his 
army. 11 I have destroyed all nations 
before them, and scattered in the east 
the people of two provinces, Tyre and 
Sidon; I have slain all their enemies. 

12 "But speak to them and say, Thus 
says the Lord: 13 Surely it was I who 
brought you through the sea, and made 
safe highways for you where there was 
no road; I gave you Moses as leader 
and Aaron as priest; 14 I provided light 
for you from a pillar of fire, and did 
great wonders among you. Yet you have 
forgotten me, says the Lord. 

15 "Thus says the Lord Almighty: 
The quails were a sign to you; I gave 
you camps for your protection, and 
in them you complained. lo You have 
not exulted in my name at the destruc-

z Gk Jadinw a Gk Maiannas b Other authorities add and read che lam of rhe Lord to W multitude 
c Or the govemDr d The Greek text ends abruptly: compare Nehemiah 8.13 
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tion of your enemies, but to this day have taken and slain them and tom 
you still complain. 17 Where are the their bodies in pieces; their blood I will 
benefits which I bestowed on you? require of you, says the Lord. 
When you were hungry and thirsty in 33 "Thus says the Lord Almighty: 
the wilderness, did you not cry out to Your house is desolate; I will drive you 
me, 18 saying, 'Why hast thou led us out as the wind drives straw; 34 and 
into this wilderness to kill us? It would your sons will have no children, because 
have been better for us to serve the with you they have neglected my com
Egyptians than to die in this wilder- mandment and have done what is evil 
ness.' 19 I pitied your groaning and in my sight. 35 I will give your houses to 
gave you manna for food; you ate the a people that will come, who without 
bread of angels. 20 When you were having heard me will believe. Those to 
thirsty, did I not cleave the rock so that whom I have shown no signs will do 
waters flowed in abundance? Because what I have commanded. 36 T.'ley have 
of the heat I covered you with the leaves seen no prophets, yet will recall their 
of trees. 21 I divided fertile lands among former state.a 37 I call to wimess the 
you: I drove out the Canaanites, the gratitude of the people that is to come, 
Per'izzites, and the Philistines before whose children rejoice with gladness; 
you. What more can I do for you? says though they do not see me with bodily 
the Lord. 22 Thus says the Lord Al- eyes, yet with the spirit they will believe 
mighty: When you were in the wilder- the things I have said. 
ness, at the bitter stream, thirsty and 38 "And now, father, look with pride 
blaspheming my name, 23 I did not send and see the people coming from the east; 
fire upon you for your blasphemies, but 39 to them I will give as leaders Abra
threw a tree into the water and made ham, Isaac, and Jacob and Hose'a and 
the stream sweet. Amos and M.icah and Jo' el and Obadi'ah 

24 "What shall I do to you, 0 Jacob? and Jonah 40 and Nahum and Habak'
You would not obey me, 0 Judah. I kuk, Zephani'ah, Haggai, Zechari'ah and 
will tum to other nations and will give Mal'achi, who is also called the messen
them my name, that they may keep ger of the Lord. 
my statutes. 25 Because you have for- 2 "Thus says the Lord: I brought 
saken me, I also will forsake you. When this people out of bondage, and I 
you beg mercy of me, I will show you gave them commandments through my 
no mercy. 26 When you call upon me, servant~ the prophets; but they would 
I will not listen to you; for you have not listen to them, and made my coun
defi.led your hands with blood, and sels void. 2 The mother who bore them 
your feet are swift to commit murder. says to them, 'Go, my children, because 
27 It is not as though you had forsaken I am a widow and forsaken. 3 I brought 
me; you have forsaken yourselves, says you up with gladness; but with moum
the Lord. ing and sorrow I have lost you, because 

28 "Thus says the Lord Almighty: you have sinned before the Lord God 
Have I not entreated you as a father and have done what is evil in my sight. 
entreats his sons or a mother her 4 But now what can I do for you? For 
daughters or a nurse her children, 29 that I am a widow and forsaken. Go, my 
you should be my people and I should children, and ask for mercy from the 
be your God, and that you should Lord.' 5 I call upon you, father, as a 
be my sons and I should be your wimess in addition to the mother of the 
father? JO I gathered you as a hen children, because they would not keep 
gathers her brood under her wings. But my covenant, 6 that you may bring con
now, what shall I do to you? I will fusion upon them and bring their mother 
cast you out from my presence. 31 When to ruin, so that they may have no off
you offer oblations to me, I will tum spring. 7 Let them be scattered among 
my face from you; for I have rejected the nations, let their names be blotted 
your feast days, and new moons, and out from the earth, because they have 
circumcisions of the flesh. 32 I sent to despised my covenant. 
you my servants the prophets, but you 8 "Woe to you, Assyria, who conceal 
a Other authorities read rluir iniquities 
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the unrighteous in your midst! 0 wicked 
nation, remember what I did to Sodom 
and Gomor'rah, 9 whose land lies in 
lumps of pitch and heaps of ashes. So 
will I do to those who have not listened 
to me, says the Lord Almighty." 

10 Thus says the Lord to Ezra: "Tell 
my people that I will give them the 
kingdom of Jerusalem, which I was 
going to give to Israel. 11 Moreover, I 
will take back to myself their glory, and 
will give to these others the everlasting 
habitations, which I had prepared for 
IsraeJ.b 12 The tree of life shall give them 
fragrant perfume, and they shall neither 
toil nor become weary. JJAsk and you 
will receive; pray that your days may be 
few, that they may be shortened. The 
kingdom is already prepared for you; 
watch! 14 Call, 0 call heaven and earth 
to witness, for I left out evil and created 
good, because I live, says the Lord. 

15 "Mother, embrace your sons; 
bring them up with gladness, as does 
the dove; establish their feet, because I 
have chosen you, says the Lord. 16And 
I will raise up the dead from their places, 
and will bring them out from their 
tombs, because I recognize my name in 
them. 17 Do not fear, mother of the 
sons, for I have chosen you, says the 
Lord. 18 I will send you help, my serv
ants Isaiah and Jeremiah. According to 
their counsel I have consecrated and 
prepared for you twelve trees loaded 
with various fruits, 19 and the same 
number of springs flowing with milk 
and honey, and seven mighty mountains 
on which roses and lilies grow; by these 
I will fill your children with joy. 20 Guard 
the rights of the widow, secure justice 
for the fatherless, give to the needy, 
defend the orphan, clothe the naked, 
21 care for the injured and the weak, do 
not ridicule a lame man, protect the 
maimed, and let the blind man have a 
vision of my splendor. 22 Protect the 
old and the young within your walls; 
2J when you find any who are dead, 
commit them to the grave and mark it,c 
and I will give you the first place in my 
resurrection. 24 Pause and be quiet, my 
people, because your rest will come. 
25 Good nurse, nourish your sons, and 
strengthen their feet. 26 Not one of the 

servants whom I have given you will 
perish, for I will require them from 
among your number. 27 Do not be anx
ious, for when the day of tribulation 
and anguish comes, others shall weep 
and be sorrowful, but you shall rejoice 
and have abundance. 28 The nations 
shall envy you but they shall not be 
able to do anything against you, says 
the Lord. 29 My hands will cover you, 
that your sons may not see Gehenna. 
JO Rejoice, 0 mother, with your sons, 
because I will deliver you, says the Lord. 
JI Remember your sons that sleep, be
cause I will bring them out of the hiding 
places of the earth, and will show mercy 
to them; for I am merciful, says the 
Lord Almighty. J2 Embrace your chil
dren until I come, and proclaim mercy 
to them; because my springs run over, 
and my grace will not fail." 

33 I, Ezra, received a command from 
the Lord on Mount Horeb to go to 
Israel. When I came to them they re
jected me and refused the Lord's com
mandment. J4 Therefore I say to you, 
0 nations that hear and understand, 
"Await your shepherd; he will give you 
everlasting rest, because he who will 
come at the end of the age is close at 
hand. JS Be ready for the rewards of the 
kingdom, because the eternal light will 
shine upon you for evermore. J6 Flee 
from the shadow of this age, receive the 
joy of your glory; I publicly call on my 
Savior to witness.• l 7 Receive what the 
Lord has entrusted to you and be joyful, 
giving thanks to him who has called you 
to heavenly kingdoms. JH Rise and stand, 
and see at the feast of the Lord the 
number of those who have been sealed. 
39 Those who have departed from the 
shadow of this age have received glorious 
garments from the Lord. 40 Take again 
your full number, 0 Zion, and conclude 
the list of your people who are clothed 
in white, who have fulfilled the law of 
the Lord. 41 The number of your chil
dren, whom you desired, is full; beseech 
the Lord's power that your people, who 
have been called from the beginning, 
may be made holy." 

42 I, Ezra, saw on Mount Zion a great 
multitude, which I could not number, 
and they all were praising the Lord with 

b Lat those ~ Or seal iii or mark 1hem and commie chem 10 rhe ~rave 
d Other authorities read I temfy 1ha1 my Savior has been comnussiorud by the Lord 
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songs. 43 In their midst was a young the inhabitants of the world and destroy 
man of great stature, taller than any of them. lOAnd the same fate befell them: 
the others, and on the head of each of as death came upon Adam, so the flood 
them he placed a crown, but he was upon them. 11 But thou didst leave one 
more exalted than they. And I was held of them, Noah with his household, and 
spellbound. 44 Then I asked an angel, all the righteous who have descended 
"Who are these, my lord?" 45 He an- from him. 
swered and said to me, "These are they 12 "When those who dwelt on eanh 
who have put off mortal clothing and began to multiply, they produced chil
have put on the immortal, and they dren and peoples and many nations, and 
have confessed the name of God; now again they began to be more ungodly 
they are being crowned, and receive than were their ancestors. 13And when 
palms." 4t> Then I said to the angel, they were committing iniquity before 
"Who is that young man who places thee, thou didst choose for thyself one 
crowns on them and puts palms in their of them, whose name was Abraham; 
hands?" 47 He answered and said to me, 14 and thou didst love him, and to him 
"He is the Son of God, whom they only didst thou reveal the end of the 
confessed in the world." So I began to times, secretly by night. 15 Thou didst 
praise those who had stood valiantly for make with him an everlasting covenant, 
the name of the Lord. 48 Then the angel and promise him that thou wouldst 
said to me, "Go, tell my people how never forsake his descendants; and thou 
great and many are the wonders of the gavest to him Isaac, and to Isaac thou 
Lord God which you have seen." gavest Jacob and Esau. 16And thou didst 

3 In the thirtieth year after the de
struction of our city, I, Salath'iel, 

who am also called Ezra, was in Babylon. 
I wa5 troubled as I lay on my bed, and 
my thoughts welled up in my heart, 
2 because I saw the desolation of Zion 
and the wealth of those who lived in 
Babylon. 3 My spirit was greatly agi
tated, and I began to speak anxious 
words to the Most High, and said, 
4 "O sovereign Lord, didst thou not 
speak at the beginning when thou didst 
form the earth-and that without help
and didst command the dust" s and it 
gavel thee Adam, a lifeless body? Yet 
he was the workmanship of thy hands, 
and thou didst breathe into him the 
breath of life, and he was made alive in 
thy presence. 0And thou didst lead him 
into the garden which thy right hand 
had planted before the earth appeared. 
7 And thou didst lay upon him one 
commandment of thine; but he trans
gressed it, and immediately thou didst 
appoint death for him and for his de
scendants. From him there sprang na
tions and tribes, peoples and clans, with
out number. XAnd every nation walked 
after its own will and did ungodly things 
before thee and scorned thee, and thou 
didst not hinder them. 9 But again, in 
its time thou didst bring the flood upon 

set apart Jacob for thyself, but Esau 
thou didst reject; and Jacob became a 
great multitude. 17And when thou didst 
lead his descendants out of Egypt, thou 
didst bring them to Mount Sinai. 18 Thou 
didst bend down the heavens and shakeg 
the earth, and move the world, and 
make the depths to tremble, and trouble 
the times. 19And thy glory passed 
through the four gates of fire and earth
quake and wind and ice, to give the 
law to the descendants of Jacob, and 
thy commandment to the posterity of 
Israel. 

20 "Yet thou didst not take away 
from them their evil heart, so that thy 
law might bring forth fruit in them. 
21 For the first Adam, burdened with an 
evil heart, transgressed and was over
come, as were also all who were de
scended from him. 22 Thus the disease 
became permanent; the law was in the 
people's heart along with the evil root, 
but what was good departed, and the 
evil remained. 23 So the times passed 
and the years were completed, and thou 
didst raise up for thyself a servant, 
named David. 24And thou didst com
mand him to build a city for thy.name, 
and in it to offer thee oblations from 
what is thine. 25 This was done for 
many years; but the inhabitants of the 
city transgressed, 26 in everything doing 

1' Syr Ethiop f Syr K Syr Ethiop Arab l Georg: Let didst set Jase 
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as Adam and all his descendants had me the weight of fire, or measure for me 
done, for they also had the evil heart. a measurei of wind, or call back for me 
27 So thou didst deliver the city into the the day that is past." 
hands of thy enemies. 6 I answered and said, "Who of those 

28 "Then I said in my heart, Are the that have been born can do this, that 
deeds of those who inhabit Babylon you ask me concerning these things?" 
any bener? Is that why she has gained 7 And he said to me, "If I had asked 
dominion over Zion? 29 For when I you, 'How many dwellings are in the 
came here I saw ungodly deeds without heart of the sea, or how many streams 
number, and my soul has seen many are at the source of the deep, or how 
sinners during these thirty years.h And many streams are above the firmament, 
my heart failed me, 30 for I have seen or which are the exits of hell, or which 
how thou dost endure those who sin, are the entrancesk of paradise?' 8 per
and hast spared those who act wickedly, haps you would have said to me, 'I 
and hast destroyed thy people, and hast never went down into the deep, nor as 
preserved thy enemies, 31 and hast not yet into hell, neither did I ever ascend 
shown to any one how thy way may be into heaven.' 9 But now I have asked 
comprehended.i Are the deeds of Baby- you only about fire and wind and the 
Ion bener than those of Zion? 32 Or has day, things through which you have 
another nation known thee besides passed and without which you cannot 
Israel? Or what tribes have so believed exist/ and you have given me no answer 
thy covenants as these tribes of Jacob? about them!" lOAnd he said to me, 
33 Yet their reward has not appeared and "You cannot understand the things with 
their labor has borne no fruit. For I which you have grown up; 11 how 
have traveled widely among the nations then can your mind comprehend the 
and have seen that they abound in way of the Most High? And how can 
wealth, though they are unmindful of one who is already worn outm by 
thy commandments. 34 Now therefore the corrupt world understand incorrup
weigh in a balance our iniquities and tion?"• When I heard this, I fell on 
those of the inhabitants of the world; my face<' 12 and said to him, "It would 
and so it will be found which way the be bener for us not to be here than to 
turn of the scale will incline. 35 When come here and live in ungodliness, and 
have the inhabitants of the earth not to suffer and not understand why.'' 
sinned in thy sight? Or what nation has 13 He answered me and said, "I went 
kept thy commandments so well? 3o Thou into a forest of trees of the plain, and 
mayest indeed find individual men who they made a plan 14 and said, 'Come, 
have kept thy commandments, but na- let us go and make war against the sea, 
tions thou wilt not find.'' that it may recede before us, and that we 

4 Then the angel that had been sent may make for ourselves more forests.' 
to me, whose name was Uri' el, an- 15And in like manner the waves of the 

swered 2 and said to me, "Your under- sea also made a plan and said, 'Come, 
standing has utterly failed regarding this let us go up and subdue the forest of the 
world, and do you think you can com- plain so that there also we may gain 
prehend the way of the Most High?" more territory for ourselves.' 10 But the 
3 Then I said, "Yes, my lord.'' And he plan of the forest was in vain, for the 
replied to me, "I have been sent to show fire came and consumed it; 17 likewise 
you three ways, and to put before also the plan of the waves of the sea, 
you three problems. 4 If you can solve for the sand stood finn and stopped 
one of them for me, I also will show you them. 18 If now you were a judge bc
the way you desire to see, and will teach tween them, which would you undertakt· 
you why the heart is evil." to justify, and which to condemn?" 

5 I said, "Speak on, my lord." 19 I answered and said, "Each has 
And he said to me, "Go, weigh for made a foolish plan, for the land is 
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assigned to the forest, and to the sea is 33 Then I answered and said, "How 
assigned a place to carry its waves." long' and when will these things be? 

20 He answered me and said, "You Why are our years few and evil?" 
have judged rightly, but why have you 34 He answered me and said, "You do 
not judged so in your own case? 21 For not hasten faster than the Most High, 
as the land is assigned to the forest and for your haste is for yourself,u but the 
the sea to its waves, so also those who Highest hastens on behalf of many. 
dwell upon earth can understand only 35 Did not the souls of the righteous in 
what is on the earth, and he who is their chambers ask about these matters, 
above the heavens can understand what saying, 'How long are we to remain 
is above the height of the heavens." here?• And when will come the harvest 

22 Then I answered and said, "I be- of our reward?' 36And Jerem'iel the arch
~eech you, my lord, whyP have I been angel answered them and said, 'When 
endowed with the power of understand- the number of those like yourselves is 
ing? 23 For I did not wish to inquire completed;w for he has weighed the age 
about the ways above, but about those in the balance, 37 and measured the 
things which we daily experience: why times by measure, and numbered the 
Israel has been given over to the Gen- times by number; and he will not move 
tiles as a reproach; why the people whom or arouse them until that measure is 
you loved has been given over to godless fulfilled.' " 
tribes, and the law of our fathers has 38 Then I answered and said, "O 
been made of no effect and the written sovereign Lord, but all of us also are 
covenants no longer exist; 24 and why full of ungodliness. 39And it is perhaps 
we pass from the world like locusts, on account of us that the time ofthresh
and our life is like a mist,q and we are ing is delayed for the righteous--on 
not worthy to obtain mercy. 25 But what account of the sins of those who dwell 
will he do for his name, by which we on earth." 
are called? It is about these things that 40 He answered me and said, "Go 
I have asked." and ask a woman who is with child if, 

26 He answered me and said, "If you when her nine months have been com
are alive, you will see, and if you live pleted, her womb can keep the child 
long{ you will often marvel, because within her any longer." 
the age is hastening swiftly to its end. 41 And I said, "No, lord, it cannot." 
27 For it will not be able to bring the And he said to me, "In Hades the 
things that have been promised to the chambers of the souls are like the womb. 
righteous in their appointed times, be- 42 For just as a woman who is in travail 
cause this age is fuJl of sadness and makes haste to escape the pangs of birth, 
infinnities. 28 For the evil about which' so also do these places hasten to give 
you ask me has been sown, but the back those things that were committed 
harvest of it has not yet come. 29 If to them from the beginning. 43 Then the 
therefore that which has been sown is things that you desire to see will be 
not reaped, and if the place where the disclosed to you." 
evil has been sown does not pass away, 44 I answered and said, "If I have 
the field where the good has been sown found favor in your sight, and if it is 
will not come. 30 For a grain of evil possible, and if I am worthy, 45 show 
seed was sown in Adam's heart from me this also: whether more time is to 
the beginning, and how much ungod- come than has passed, or whether for us 
liness it has produced until now, and the greater pan has gone by. 46 For I 
will produce until the time of threshing know what has gone by, but I do not 
comes! JI Consider now for yourself know what is to come." 
how much fruit of ungodlines~ a grain 47 And he said to me, "Stand at my 
of evil seed has produced. 32 When heads right side, and I will show you the 
of grain without number are sown, how interpretation of a parable." 
great a threshing ft~c they will fill!" 48 So I stood and looked, and be-
P Syr Ethiop Arm: Latin is corrupt q Syr Ethiop Arab Georg: Lat a trembling r Syr: Lat live 
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hold, a flaming furnace passed by before menstruous women shall bring fonh 
me, and when the flame had gone by monsters. YAnd salt waters shall be 
I looked, and behold, the smoke re- found in the sweet, and all friends shall 
mained. 49And after this a cloud full conquer one another; then shall reason 
of water passed before me and poured hide itself, and wisdom shall withdraw 
down a heavy and violent rain, and into its chamber, 10 and it shall be 
when the rainstorm had passed, drops sought by many but shall not be found, 
remained in the cloud. and unrighteousness and unrestraint 

50 And he said to me, "Consider it shall increase on earth. 1 lAnd one 
for yourself; for as the rain is more country shall ask its neighbor, 'Has 
than the drops, and the fire is greater righteousness, or any one who does 
than the smoke, so the quantity that right, passed through you'' And it will 
passed was far greater; but drops and answer, 'No.' 12And at that time men 
smoke remained." shall hope but not obtain; they shall 

51 Then I prayed and said, "Do you labor but their ways shall not prosper. 
think that I shall live until those days? 1.\ These arc the signs which I am per
Or who will be alive in those days?" mined to tell you, and if you pray again, 

52 He answered me and said, "Con- and weep as you do now, and fast for 
cerning the signs about which you ask seven days, you shall hear yet greater 
me, I can cell you in pan; but I was not things than these." 
sent to tell you concerning your life, for 14 Then I awoke, and my body shud-
1 do not know. dered violently, and my soul was so 

5 "Now concerning the signs: behold, troubled that it fainted. 15 But the angel 
the days are coming when those who who had come and talked with me held 

dwell on earth shall be seized with great me and strengthened me and set me on 
terror,-" and the way of truth shall be my feet. 
hidden, and the land shall be barren of 16 Now on the second night Phal'tiel, 
faith. 2And unrighteousness shall be in- a chief of the people, came to me and 
creased beyond what you yourself see, said, "Where have you been? And why 
and beyond what you heard of formerly. is your face sad? 17 Or do you not know 
JAnd the land which you now sec ruling that Israel has been entrusted to you in 
shall be waste and untrodden,Y and men the land of their exile? IS Rise therefore 
shall see it desolate. 4 But if the Most and eat some bread, so that you may 
High grants that you live, you shall see not forsake us, like a shepherd who 
it thrown into confusion after the third leaves his flock in the power of crud 
period;< wolves." 

and the sun shall suddenly shine forth 19 Then I said to him, "Depart from 
at night, me and do not come near me for seven 

and the moon during the day. days, and then you may come to me." 
S Blood shall drip from wood, He heard what I said and left me. 

and the stone shall utter its voice; 20 So I fast.:d seven days, mourning anJ 
the peoples shall be troubled, weeping, as Uri'el the angel had com-

and the stars shall fall.a manded me. 
6And one shall reign whom those who 
dwell on earth do not expect, and the 
birds shall fly away together; 7 and the 
sea of Sodom shall cast up fish; and 
one whom the many do not know shall 
make his voice heard by night, and all 
shall hear his voice.b 8 There shall be 
chaos also in many places, and fire shall 
often break out, and the wild beasts 
shall roam beyond their haunts, and 

21 And after seven days the thoughts 
of my heart were very grievous to me 
again. 22 Then my soul recovered the 
spirit of understanding, and I began 
once more to speak words in the prc'
ence of the Most High. 2-\\nd I said, 
''O sovereign Lord, from every forest 
of the earth and from all its trees thou 
hast chosen one vine, 2~ and from all the 
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lands of the world thou hast chosen for 
thyself one region,< and from all the 
flowers of the world thou hast chosen 
for thyself one lily, 2s and from all the 
depths of the sea thou hast filled for 
thyself one river, and from all the cities 
that have been built thou hast conse
crated Zion for thyself, 26 and from all 
the birds that have been created thou 
hast named for thyself one dove, and 
from all the flocks that have been made 
thou hast provided for thyself one sheep, 
27 and from all the multitude of peoples 
thou hast gotten for thyself one people; 
and to this people, whom thou hast 
loved, thou hast given the law which is 
approved by all. 28And now, 0 Lord, 
why hast thou given over the one to the 
many, and dishonored• the one root 
beyond the others, and scattered thine 
only one among the many? 29And those 
who opposed thy promises have trodden 
down those who believed thy covenants. 
30 If thou dost really hate thy people, 
they should be punished at thy own 
hands." 

31 When I had spoken these words, 
the angel who had come to me on a 
previous night was sent to me, 32 and 
he said to me, "Listen to me, and I will 
instruct you; pay attention to me, and 
I will tell you more." 

33 And I said, "Speak, my lord." 
And he said to me, "Are you greatly 
disturbed in mind over Israel?• Or do 
you Jove him more than his Maker 
does?" 

34 And I said, "No, my lord, but 
because of my grief I have spoken; for 
every hour I suffer agonies of heart, 
while I strive to understand the way of 
the Most High and to search out part 
of his judgment." 

35 And he said to me, "You cannot." 
And I said, "Why not, my lord? Why 
then was I born? Or why did not my 
mother's womb become my grave, that 
I might not see the travail of Jacob and 
the exhaustion of the people of Israel?" 

36 He said to me, "Count up for me 
those who have not yet come, and 
gather for me the scattered raindrops, 
and make the withered flowers bloom 
again for me; 37 open for me the closed 

chambers, and bring forth for me the 
winds shut up in them, or show me the 
picture of a voice; and then I will 
explain to you the travail that you ask 
to understand."f 

38 And I said, "O sovereign Lord, 
who is able to know these things except 
he whose dwelling is not with men? 
39As for me, I am wit.Q.out wisdom, and 
how can I speak concerning the things 
which thou hast asked me?" 

40 He said to me, "Just as you cannot 
do one of the things that were men
tioned, so you cannot discover my judg
ment, or the goal of the Jove that I have 
promised my people." 

41 And I said, "Yet behold, 0 Lord, 
thou dost have charge of those who are 
alive at the end, but what will those do 
who were before us, or we, or those who 
come after us?" 

42 He said to me, "I shall liken my 
judgment to a circle;K just as for those 
who are last there is no slowness, so for 
those who are first there is no haste." 

43 Then I answered and said, "Couldst 
thou not have created at one time those 
who have been and those who are and 
those who will be, that thou mightest 
show thy judgment the sooner?" 

44 He replied to me and said, "The 
creation cannot make more haste than 
the Creator, neither can the world hold 
at one time those who have been created 
in it." 

45 And I said, "How hast thou said 
to thy servant that thouh wilt certainly 
give life at one time to thy creation? If 
therefore all creatures will live at one 
timei and the creation will sustain them, 
it might even now be able to support all 
of them present at one time." 

46 He said to me, "Ask a woman's 
womb, and say to it, 'If you bear tenj 
children, why one after another?' Re
quest it therefore to produce ten at one 
time." 

47 I said, "Of course it cannot, but 
only each in its own time." 

48 He said to me, "Even so have I 
given the womb of the earth to those 
who from time to time are sown in it. 
49 For as an infant does not bring forth, 
and a woman who has become old does 
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not bring forth any longer, so have I 
organized the world which I created." 

50 Then I inquired and said, "Since 
thou hast now given me the opportunity, 
let me speak before thee. Is our mother, 
of whom thou hast told me, still young? 
Or is she now approaching old age?" 

51 He replied to me, "Ask a woman 
who bears children, and she will tell 
you. 52 Say to her, 'Why are those whom 
you have borne recently not like those 
whom you bore before, but smaller in 
stature?' 5JAnd she herself will answer 
you, 'Those born in the strength of 
youth are different from those born 
during the time of old age, when the 
womb is failing.' 54 Therefore you also 
should consider that you and your con
temporaries are smaller in stature than 
those who were before you, 55 and those 
who come after you will be smaller than 
you, as born of a creation which already 
is aging and passing the strength of 
youth." 

56 And I said, "O Lord, I beseech 
thee, if I have found favor in thy sight, 
show thy servant through whom thou 
dost visit thy creation." 

6 And he said to me, "At the begin
ning of the circle of the earth,• before 

the portals of the world were in place, 
and before the assembled winds blew, 
2 and before the rumblings of thunder 
sounded, and before the flashes of light
ning shone, and before the foundations 
of paradise were laid, J and before the 
beautiful flowers were seen, and before 
the powers of movement' were estab
lished, and before the innumerable hosts 
of angels were gathered together, 4 and 
before the heights of the air were lifted 
up, and before the measures of the 
firmaments were named, and before the 
footstool of Zion was established, s and 
before the present years were reckoned, 
and before the imaginations of those 
who now sin were estranged, and before 
those who stored up treasures of faith 
were sealed-0 then I planned these 
things, and they were made through me 
and not through another, just as the end 
shall come through me and not through 
another." 

7 And I answered and said, "What 
will be the dividing of the times? Or 
when will be the end of the first age and 
the beginning of the age that follows?" 

8 He said to me, "From Abraham to 
Isaac,m because from him were born 
Jacob and Esau, for Jacob's hand held 
Esau's heel from the beginning. 9 For 
Esau is the end of this age, and Jacob 
is the beginning of the age that follows. 
10 For the beginning of a man is his 
hand, and the end of a man is his heel;n 
between the heel and the hand seek for 
nothing else, Ezra!" 

11 I answered and said, "O sovereign 
Lord, if I have found favor in thy 
sight, 12 show thy servant the end of thy 
signs which thou didst show me in part 
on a previous night." 

13 He answered and said to me, "Rise 
to your feet and you will hear a full, 
resounding voice. 14And if the place 
where you are standing is greatly shaken 
15 while the voice is speaking, do not be 
terrified; because the word concerns th.: 
end, and the foundations of the earth 
will understand lo that the speech con
cerns them. They will tremble and be 
shaken, for they know that their end 
must be changed." 

17 When I heard this, I rose to my 
feet and listened, and behold, a voice 
was speaking, and its sound was like the 
sound of many waters. ISAnd it said, 
"Behold, the days are coming, and it 
shall be that when I draw near to visit 
the inhabitants of the earth, 19 and when 
I require from the doers of iniquity the 
penalty of their iniquity, and when the 
humiliation of Zion is complete, 20 and 
when the seal is placed upon the age 
which is about to pass away, then I will 
show these signs: the books shall be 
opened before the firmament, and all 
shall see it together. 21 Infants a year old 
shall speak with their voices, and women 
with child shall give birth to premature 
children at three or four months, and 
these shall live and dance. 22 Sown places 
shall suddenly appear unsown, and full 
storehouses shall suddenly be found to 
be empty; 23 and the trumpet shall sound 
aloud, and when all hear it, they shall 
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suddenly be terrified. 24At that time at the beginning of creation, and didst 
friends shall make war on friends like say on the first day, 'Let heaven and 
enemies, and the earth and those who earth be made,' and thy word accom
inhabit it shall be terrified, and the plished the work. 39And then the Spirit 
springs of the fountains shall stand still, was hovering, and darkness and silence 
so that for three hours they shall not embraced everything; the sound of 
flow. man's voice was not yet there.·1 40 Then 

25 "And it shall be that whoever thou didst command that a ray of light 
remains after all that I have foretold be brought forth from thy treasuries, 
to you shall himself be saved and shall so that thy works might then appear. 
see my salvation and the end of my 41 "Again, on the second day, thou 
world. 26 And they shall see the men who didst create the spirit of the firmament, 
were taken up, who from their birth and didst command him to divide and 
have not tasted death; and the heart separate the waters, that one part might 
of the earth's0 inhabitants shall be move upward and the other part remain 
changed and converted to a different beneath. 
spirit. Z7 For evil shall be blotted out, 42 "On the third day thou didst 
and deceit shall be quenched; 28 faith- command the waters to be gathered 
fulness shall flourish, and corruption together in the seventh part of the 
shall be overcome, and the truth, which earth; six parts thou didst dry up and 
has been so long without fruit, shall be keep so that some of them might be 
revealed." planted and cultivated and be of service 

29 While he spoke to me, behold, before thee. 43 For thy word went forth, 
little by little the place where I was and at once the work was done. 44 For 
standing began to rock to and fro.P immediately fruit came forth in endless 
30And he said to me, "I have come abundance and of varied appeal to the 
to show you these things this night.q taste; and flowers of inimitable color; 
JI If therefore you will pray again and and odors of inexpressible fragrance. 
fast again for seven days, I will again These were made on the third day. 
declare to you greater things than 45 "On the fourth day thou didst 
these,' 32 because your voice has surely command the brightness of the sun, 
been heard before the Most High; for the light of the moon, and the arrange
the Mighty One has seen your up- ment of the stars to come into being; 
rightness and has also observed the 46 and thou didst command them to 
purity which you have maintained from serve man, who was about to be formed. 
your youth. .l3 Therefore he sent me 47 "On the fifth day thou didst 
to show you all these things, and to command the seventh part, where the 
say to you: 'Believe and do not be water had been gathered together, to 
afraid! 34 Do not be quick to think vain bring forth living creatures, birds, and 
thoughts concerning the former times, fishes; and so it was done. 48 The dumb 
lest you be hasty concerning the last and lifeless water produced living crea
times.'" tures, as it was commanded,' that there

35 Now after this I wept again and 
fasted seven days as before, in order 
to complete the three weeks as I had 
been told .. lhAnd on the eighth night 
my heart was troubled within me again, 
and I began to speak in the presence 
of the Most High. 37 For my spirit was 
greatly aroused, and my soul was in 
distress. 

38 I said, "O Lord, thou didst speak 

o Syr Compare Ethiop Arab I Ann: Latin omits earth's 

fore the nations might declare thy 
wondrous works. 

49 "Then thou didst keep in existence 
two living creatures;• the name of one 
thou didst call Be'hemoth and the name 
of the other Leviathan. 50And thou 
didst separate one from the other, for 
the seventh part where the water had 
been gathered together could not hold 
them both. 51And thou didst give Be'he
moth one of the parts which had been 

P Syr Ethiop Compare Arab Arm: Latin is corrupt '' Syr Compare Ethiop: Latin is corrupt 
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dried up on the third day, to live in it, 
where there are a thousand mountains; 
52 but to Leviathan thou didst give the 
seventh part, the watery part; and thou 
hast kept them to be eaten by whom 
thou wilt, and when thou wilt. 

53 "On the sixth day thou didst 
command the earth to bring forth be
fore thee cattle, beasts, and creeping 
things; 54 and over these thou didst 
place Adam, as ruler over all the works 
which thou hadst made; and from him 
we have all come, the people whom thou 
hast chosen. 

55 "All this I have spoken before 
thee, 0 Lord, because thou hast said 
that it was for us that thou didst 
create this world.' 56As for the other 
nations which have descended from 
Adam, thou hast said that they are 
nothing, and that they are like spittle, 
and thou hast compared their abundance 
to a drop from a bucket. 57And now, 0 
Lord, behold, these nations, which are 
reputed as nothing, domineer over us 
and devour us. 58 But we thy people, 
whom thou hast called thy first-born, 
only begotten, zealous for thee,"' and 
most dear, have been given into their 
hands. 59 If the world has indeed been 
created for us, why do we not possess 
our world as an inheritance? How long 
will this be so?" 

7 When I had finished speaking these 
words, the angel who had been sent 

to me on the former nights was sent to 
me again, 2 and he said to me, "Rise, 
Ezra, and listen to the words that I have 
come to speak to you." 

3 I said, "Speak, my lord." And he 
said to me, "There is a sea set in a 
wide expanse so that it is broadx and 
vast, 4 but it has an entrance set in a 
narrow place, so that it is like a river. 
5 If any one, then, wishes to reach 
the sea, to look at it or to navigate it, 
how can he come to the broad part 
unless he passes through the narrow 
part? 6Another example: There is a 
city built and set on a plain, and it is 
full of all good things; 7 but the en
trance to it is narrow and set in a 
precipitous place, so that there is fire 
on the right hand and deep water on 
the left; 8 and there is only one path 

lying between them, that is, between 
the fire and the water, so that only 
one man can walk upon that path. 9 If 
now that city is given to a man for an 
inheritance, how will the heir receive 
his inheritance unless he passes through 
the danger set before him?" 

10 I said, "He cannot, lord." And 
he said to me, "So also is Israel's por
tion. 11 For I made the world for their 
sake, and when Adam transgressed 
my statutes, what had been made was 
judged. 12And so the entrances of this 
world were made narrow and sorrow
ful and toilsome; they are few and evil, 
full of dangers and involved in great 
hardships. 13 But the entrances of the 
greater world are broad and safe, and 
really yield the fruit of immortality. 
14 Therefore unless the living pass 
through the difficult and vain experi
ences, they can never receive those 
things that have been reserved for them. 
15 But now why are you disturbed, see
ing that you are to perish? And why arc 
you moved, seeing that you are mortal? 
16And why have you not considered in 
your mind what is to come, rather than 
what is now present?" 

17 Then I answered and said, "O 
sovereign Lord, behold, thou hast or
dained in thy law that the righteous 
shall inherit these things, but that the 
ungodly shall perish. 1 H The righteous 
therefore can endure difficult circum
stances while hoping for easier ones; 
but those who hav.e done wickedly have 
suffered the difficult circumstances and 
will not see the easier ones." 

19 And he said to me, "You are not 
a better judge than God, or wiser than 
the Most High! 20 Let many perish 
who are now living, rather than that the 
law of God which is set before them 
be disregarded! 21 For God strictly com
manded those who came into the world, 
when they came, what they should 
do to live, and what they should ob
serve to avoid punishment. 22 Neverthe
less they were not obedient, and spoke 
against him; 

they devised for themselves vain 
thoughts, 

23 and proposed to themselves wicked 
frauds; 

v Syc Ethiop Arab 2: Lat the first-born world Compare Arab I first world 
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they even declared that the Most High from the dead, 'Look now, and under-

does not exist, stand whom you have denied, whom 
and they ignored his ways! you have not served, whose command-

24 They scorned his law, ments you have despised! lJ81 Look on 
and denied his covenants; this side and on that; here are delight 

they have been unfaithful to his stat- and rest, and there are fire and tor-
utes, ments!' Thus he will' speak to them on 

and have not performed his works. the day of judgment-D91 a day that has 
25 "Therefore, Ezra, empty things no sun or moon or stars, 1401 or cloud 

are for the empty, and full things are or thunder or lightning or wind or 
for the full. 26 For behold, the time water or air, or darkness or evening or 
will come, when the signs which I have morning, 141J or summer or spring or 
foretold to you will come to pass, heat or winter/ or frost or cold or hail 
that the city which now is not seen or rain or dew, 1421 or noon or night, or 
shall appear,v and the land which now dawn or shining or brightness or light, 
is hidden shall be disclosed. 27And but only the splendor of the glory of 
every one who has been delivered from the Most High, by which all shall see 
the evils that I have foretold shall what has been determined for them. 
see my wonders. 2H For my son the l4JI For it will last for about a week of 
Messiah< shall be revealed with those years. 1441 This is my judgment and its 
who are with him, and those who remain prescribed order; and to you alone have 
shall rejoice four hundred years. 29And I shown these things." 
after these years my son the Messiah [ 45] I answered and said, "O sover
shall die, and all who draw human eign Lord, I said then and I say now:g 
breach. JOAnd the world shall be turned Blessed are those who are alive and 
back to primeval silence for seven days, keep thy commandments! 1461 But what 
as it was at the first beginnings; so that of those for whom I prayed? For who 
no one shall be left. JlAnd after seven among the living is there that has not 
days the world, which is not yet awake, sinned, or who among men that has 
shall be roused, and that which is not transgressed thy covenant? 1471And 
corruptible shall perish. 32And the earth now I see that the world to come will 
shall give up those who are asleep bring delight to few, but torments to 
in it, and the dust those who dwell many. 14RI For an evil heart has grown up 
silently in it; and the chambers shall in us, which has alienated us from God,h 
give up the souls which have been com- and has brought us into corruption and 
mined to them .. HAnd the Most High the ways of death, and has shown us the 
shall be revealed upon the seat of paths of perdition and removed us far 
judgment, and compassion shall pass from life-and that not just a few 
away, and patience shall be withdrawn;u of us but almost all who have been 
34 but only judgment shall remain, truth created!" 
shall stand, and faithfulness shall grow (49] He answered me and said, "Lis
strong . .l5And recompense shall follow, ten to me, Ezra,i and I will instruct 
and the reward shall be manifested; you, and will admonish you yet again. 
righteous deeds shall awake, and un- !SOI For this reason the Most High has 
righteous deeds shall not sleep.b IJ61 Then made not one world but two. 1511 For 
the pit' of torment shall appear, and whereas you have said that the righteous 
opposite it shall be the place of rest; are not many but few, while the ungodly 
and the furnace of helJd shall be dis- abound, hear the explanation for this. 
closed, and opposite it the paradise of (52] "If you have just a few precious 
delight. IJ71 Then the Most High will stones, will you add to them lead and 
say to the nations that have been raised clay?" j 

Y Arm: Lat Syr ihat the bride shall appear, even the city appearing 
z Syr Arab I: Ethiop my Meuiah; Arab 2 the Messiah; Arm the Meuiah of God; Lat my son Jesus 
a LB[ garhe,. togetlNr-
b The pas.sage from verse [36) to verse (105], fonn~rly missing, has been restored to the text 
,. Syr Ethtop: Lat place d Lat gehemw e Syr Eth1op Arab I: Lat thou shalt f Or storm 
~ Syr: Lat And I aruwered, "I said then, 0 Lord, and I say now: h Cn: Lat Syr Ethiop from rhese 
1 Syr Arab l Georg: Lat Ethiop omit Ezra i Arab l: Lat Syr Ethiop are corrupt 



2 ESDRAS 7 204 The misery of humankind 
[53] I said, "Lord, 

be?" 
how could that gressions. [691And if we were not to 

[54] And he said to me, "Not only 
that, but ask the earth and she will 
tell you; defer to her, and she will de
clare it to you. [551 Say to her, 'You 
produce gold and silver and brass, and 
also iron and lead and clay; [561 but 
silver is more abundant than gold, and 
brass than silver, and iron than brass, 
and lead than iron, and clay than 
lead.' [571 Judge therefore which things 
are precious and desirable, those that 
are abundant or those that are rare?" 

[58] I said, "O sovereign Lord, what 
is plentiful is of less worth, for what is 
more rare is more precious." 

[59] He answered me and said, 
"Weigh within yourselfk what you have 
thought, for he who has what is hard 
to get rejoices more than he who has 
what is plentiful. [601 So also will be 
the judgment' which I have promised; 
for I will rejoice over the few who shall 
be saved, because it is they who have 
made my glory to prevail now, and 
through them my name has now been 
honored. (oJ And I will not grieve over 
the multitude of those who perish; for 
it is they who are now like a mist, and 
are similar to a flame and smoke
they are set on fire and burn hotly, and 
are extinguished." 

[62] I replied and said, "O earth, 
what have you brought forth, if the 
mind is made out of the dust like the 
other created things! [631 For it would 
have been better if the dust itself had 
not been born, so that the mind might 
not have been made from it. [641 But 
now the mind grows with us, and there
fore we are tormented, because we 
perish and know it. [651 Let the human 
race lament, but let the beasts of the 
field be glad; let all who have been 
born lament, but let the four-footed 
beasts and the flocks rejoice! [661 For it 
is much better with them than with us; 
for they do not look for a judgment, 
nor do they know of any torment or 
salvation promised to them after death. 
[671 For what does it profit us that 
we shall be preserved alive but cruelly 
tormented? [681 For all who have been 
born are involved in iniquities, and are 
full of sins and burdened with trans-

come into judgment after death, per
haps it would have been better for 
us." 

[70] He answered me and said, 
"When the Most High made the world 
and Adam and all who have come 
from him, he first prepared the judg
ment and the things that pertain to 
the judgment. [711And now understand 
from your own words, for you have 
said that the mind grows with us. 
[721 For this reason, therefore, those 
who dwell on earth shall be tormented, 
because though they had understanding 
they committed iniquity, and though 
they received the commandments they 
did not keep them, and though they 
obtained the law they dealt unfaith
fully with what they received. 1~.11 What, 
then, will they have to say in the judg
ment, or how will they answer in the 
last times? I 741 For how long the time is 
that the Most High has been patient 
with those who inhabit the world, and 
not for their sake, but because of the 
times which he had foreordained!" 

[75] I answered and said, "If I have 
found favor in thy sight, 0 Lord, 
show this also to thy servant: whether 
after death, as soon as every one of us 
yields up his soul, we shall be kept in 
rest until those times come when thou 
wilt renew the creation, or whether we 
shall be tormented at once?" 

[76] He answered me and said, "I 
will show you that also, but do not be 
associated with those who have shown 
scorn, nor number yourself among 
those who are tormented. [771 For you 
have a treasure of works laid up with 
the Most High; but it will not be 
shown to you until the last times. 
[781 Now, concerning death, the teach
ing is: When the decisive decree ha~ 
gone forth from the Most High that a 
man shall die, as the spirit leaves the 
body to return again to him who gave it, 
first of all it adores the glory of the Most 
High. [791And if it is one of those who 
have shown scorn and have not kept 
the way of the Most High, and who 
have despised his law, and who have 
hated those who fear God-ISol such 
spirits shall not enter into habitations, 
but shall immediately wander about 

k Syr Elhiop Arab 1: Latin is corrupt here I Syr Arab I: Lat crea1iotJ 
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in torments, ever grieving and sad, in 
seven ways. 1811 The first way, because 
they have scorned the law of the Most 
High. 1x21 The second way, because they 
cannot now make a good repentance 
that they may live. IRJI The third way, 
they ~hall see the reward laid up for 
those who have trusted the covenants 
of the Most High. 1841 The fourth way, 
they shall consider the torment laid up 
for themselves in the last days. 1851 The 
fifth way, they shall see how the habi
tations of the others are guarded by 
angels in profound quiet. 18<>1 The sixth 
way, they shall sec how some of them 
will pass over"' into torments. 1871 The 
seventh way, which is worse" than all 
the ways that have been mentioned, 
because they shall utterly waste away 
in confusion and be consumed with 
shame," and shall wither with fear at 
seeing the glory of the Most High before 
whom they sinned while they were alive, 
and before whom they are to be judged 
in the last times. 

[88] "Now this is the order of those 
who have kept the ways of the Most 
High, when they shall be separated 
from their mortal body.P 1891 During 
the time that they lived in it,q they 
laboriously served the Most High, and 
withstood danger every hour, that they 
might keep the law of the Lawgiver 
perfectly. l<JOI Therefore this is the 
teaching concerning them: 1911 First of 
all, they shall see with great joy the 
glory of him who receives them, for 
they shall have rest in seven orders. 
1921 The first order, because they have 
striven with great effort to overcome 
the evil thought which was formed with 
them, that it might not lead them astray 
from life into death. 19Jl The second 
order, because they see the perplexity 
in which the souls of the ungodly wan
der, and the punishment that awaits 
them. 1941 The third order, they see the 
witness which he who formed them 
bears concerning them, that while they 
were alive they kept the law which 
was given them in trust. 1951 The fourth 
order, they understand the rest which 
they now enjoy, being gathered into 

their chambers and guarded by angels 
in profound quiet, and the glory which 
awaits them in the last days. 19<il The 
fifth order, they rejoice that they have 
now escaped what is corruptible, and 
shall inherit what is to come; and 
besides they see the straits and toil' 
from which they have been delivered, 
and the spacious liberty which they are 
to receive and enjoy in immortality. 
1971 The sixth order, when it is shown 
to them how their face is to shine like 
the sun, and how they are to be made 
like the light of the stars, being incor
ruptible from then on. 1981 The seventh 
order, which is greater than all that 
have been mentioned, because they 
shall rejoice with boldness, and shall be 
confident without confusion, and shall 
be glad without fear, for they hasten to 
behold the face of him whom they served 
in life and from whom they are to 
receive their reward when glorified. 
1991 This is the order of the souls of the 
righteous, as henceforth is announced;·1· 

and the aforesaid are the ways of tor
ment which those who would not give 
heed shall suffer hereafter." 

[100) I answered and said, "Will 
time therefore be given to the souls, 
after they have been separated from the 
bodies, to see what you have described 
to me?" 

[101] He said to me, "They shall 
have freedom for seven days, so that 
during these seven days they may see 
the things of which you have been told, 
and afterwards they shall be gathered 
in their habitations." 

[102) I answered and said, "If I 
have found favor in thy sight, show 
further to me, thy servant, whether on 
the day of judgment the righteous will 
be able to intercede for the ungodly 
or to entreat the Most High for them, 
llOJI fathers for sons or sons for parents, 
brothers for brothers, relatives for their 
kinsmen, or friends' for those who are 
most dear." 

[104) He answered me and said, 
"Since you have found favor in my 
sight, I will show you this also. The 
day of judgment is decisive" and dis-

m Cn: the text of this verse is corrupt n Lat grearer o Syr Ethiop: Latin is corrupt 
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plays to all the seal of truth. Just as 
now a father does not send his son, or 
a son his father, or a master his serv
ant, or a friend his dearest friend, to 
be ill• or sleep or eat or be healed in 
his stead, l 1051 so no one shall ever pray 
for another on that day, neither shall 
any one lay a burden on another;w for 
then every one shall bear his own right
eousness or wlrighteousness." 

36 (106] I answered and said, "How 
then do we find that first Abraham 
prayed for the people of Sodom, and 
Moses for our fathers who sinned in the 
desert, J7 11071 and Joshua after him for 
Israel in the days of Achan, 38 11081 and 
Samuel in the days of Saul,-' and David 
for the plague, and Solomon for those 
in the sanctuary, J9 I 1091 and Eli'jah for 
those who received the rain, and for 
the one who was dead, that he might 
live, 40 11101 and Hezeki'ah for the peo
ple in the days of Sennach'erib, and 
many others prayed for many? 41 I 1111 If 
therefore the righteous have prayed for 
the ungodly now, when corruption has 
increased and unrighteousness has mul
tiplied, why will it not be so then as 
well?" 

42 [112] He answered me and said, 
"This present world is not the end; the 
full glory does notY abide in it;z there
fore those who were strong prayed for 
the weak. 4J I l IJI But the day of judg
ment will be the end of this age and the 
beginninga of the immortal age to come, 
in which corruption has passed away, 
44 11141 sinful indulgence has come to an 
end, unbelief has been cut off, and right
eousness has increased and truth has 
appeared. 45 11151 Therefore no one will 
then be able to have mercy on him who 
has been condemned in the judgment, 
or to hannb him who is victorious." 

46 (116] I answered and said, "This 
is my first and last word, that it would 
have been better if the earth had not 
produced Adam, or else, when it had 
produced him, had restrained him from 
sinning. 47 U171 For what good is it to 
all that they live in sorrow now and ex
pect punishment after death? 48 11181 O 
Adam, what have you done? For though 

it was you who sinned, the fall was not 
yours alone, but ours also who are your 
descendants. 49 ll 191 For what good is it 
to us, if an eternal age has been prom
ised to us, but we have done deeds that 
bring death? so 112olAnd what good is it 
that an everlasting hope has been prom
ised us, but we have miserably failed? 
51 I 1211 Or that safe and healthful habita
tions have been reserved for us, but we 
have lived wickedly? 52 11221 Or that the 
glory of the Most High will defend those 
who have led a pure life, but we 
have walked in the most wicked ways? 
SJ 11231 Or that a paradise shall be re
vealed, whose fruit remains unspoiled 
and in which are abundance and healing, 
but we shall not enter it, 54 ll24l be
cause we have lived in unseemly places? 
55 11251 Or that the faces of those who 
practiced self-control shall shine more 
than the stars, but our faces shall be 
blacker than darkness? 56 11261 For while 
we lived and committed iniquity we did 
not consider what we should suffer after 
death." 

57 [127] He answered and said, "This 
is the meaning of the contest which 
every man who is born on earth shall 
wage, 58 I 1281 that if he is defeated he 
shall suffer what you have said, but if 
he is victorious he shall receive what I 
have said.c 59 112<Jl For this is the way 
of which Moses, while he was alive, 
spoke to the people, saying, 'Choose 
for yourself life, that you may live!' 
60 I !JOI But they did not believe him, or 
the prophets after him, or even myself 
who have spoken to them. 61 llJll There
fore there shall not bed grief at their 
destruction, so much as joy over those 
to whom salvation is assured." 

62 [132] I answered and said, "I know, 
0 Lord, that the Most High is now 
called merciful, because he has mercy 
on those who have not yet come into 
the world; 6J 11331 and gracious, because 
he is gracious to those who tum in re
pentance to his law; 64 11341 and patient, 
because he shows patience toward those 
who have sinned, since they are his own 
works; 65 llJSI and bountiful, because 
he would rather give than take away;' 
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66 11361 and abundant in compassion, kept by thy keeping,k And when the 
because he makes his compassions womb gives up again what has been 
abound more and more to those now created in it, 10 thou hast commanded 
living and to those who are gone and to that from the members themselves (that 
those yet to come, 67 11371 for if he did is, from the breasts) milk should be sup
not make them abound, the world with plied which is the fruit of the breasts, 
those who inhabit it would not have 11 so that what has been fashioned may 
life; 68 11381 and he is called giver, be- be nourished for a time; and after
cause if he did not give out of his good- wards thou wilt guide him in thy mercy. 
ness so that those who have committed 12 Thou hast brought him up in thy 
iniquities might be relieved of them, not righteousness, and instructed him in thy 
one ten-thousandth of mankind could law, and reproved him in thy wisdom. 
have life; 69 11391 and judge, because if 13 Thou wilt take away his life, for he is 
he did not pardon those who were thy creation; and thou wilt make him 
created by his word and blot out the live, for he is thy work. 14 If then thou 
multitude of their sins,/ 70 11401 there wilt suddenly and quickly' destroy him 
would probably be left only very few of who with so great labor was fashioned 
the innumerable multitude." by thy command, to what purpose was 

8 He answered me and said, "The he made? 15And now I will speak out: 
Most High made this world for the About all mankind thou knowest best; 

sake of many, but the world to come but I will speak about thy people, for 
for the sake of few. 2 But I will tell you whom I am grieved, 16 and about thy 
a parable, Ezra. Just as, when you ask inheritance, for whom I lament, and 
the earth, it will tell you that it provides about Israel, for whom I am sad, and 
very much clay from which earthenware about the seed of Jacob, for whom I am 
is made, but only a little dust from troubled. 17 Therefore I will pray before 
which gold comes; so is the course of the thee for myself and for them, for I see 
present world. 3 Many have been ere- the failings of us who dwell in the land, 
ated, but few shall be saved." 18 andm I have heard of the swiftness of 

4 I answered and said, "Then drink the judgment that is to come. 19 There
your fill of understanding, 0 my soul, fore hear my voice, and understand my 
and drink wisdom, 0 my heart!g s For words, and I will speak before thee." 
not of your own will did you come into The beginning of the words of Ezra's 
the world,h and against your will you prayer, before he was taken up. He said: 
depart, for you have been given only a 20 "O Lord who inhabitest eternity," 
short time to live. 6 0 Lord who art whose eyes are exalted0 and whose 
over us, grant to thy servant that we upper chambers are in the air, 21 whose 
may pray before thee, and give us seed throne is beyond measure and whose 
for our heart and cultivation of our un- glory is beyond comprehension, before 
derstanding so that fruit may be pro- whom the hosts of angels stand trem
duced, by which every mortal who bears bling 22 and at whose command they 
the likenessi of a human being may be are changed to wind and fire,P whose 
able to live. 7 For thou alone dost exist, word is sure and whose utterances are 
and we are a work of thy hands, as certain, whose ordinance is strong and 
thou hast declared. BAnd because thou whose command is terrible, 23 whose 
dost give life to the body which is now look dries up the depths and whose 
fashio'led in the womb, and dost furnish indignation makes the mountains melt 
it with members, what thou hast created away, and whose truth is established 
is preserved in fire and water, and for for eveN-24 hear, 0 Lord, the prayer 
nine months the wombi wJ-..!ch thou hast of thy servant, and give ear to the 
formed endures thy creation which has petition of thy creature; attend to my 
been created in it. 9 But that which keeps words. 25 For as long as I live I will 
and that which is kept shall both be speak, and as long as I have under
' Lat conrempts 11 Syr: Lat let it feed on what it unde,.stands 
h Syr: Latin is corrupt here i Syr: Lat place i Literally what thou hast formed 
k Syr: Latin is corrupt here I Syr: Lat shalt with a light command m Literally but n Or abidest for eve,. 
o Another Latin text reads whose are 1he highest heavens 
P Syr: Lat they whose seroice takes the form of wind and fire q Arab 2: other authorities read bears witndss 
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standing I will answer. 26 0 look not multitude of seedlings, and yet not all 
upon the sins of thy people, but at that have been sown will come up• in 
those who have served thee in truth. due season, and not all that were planted 
27Regard not the endeavors of those will take root; so also those who have 
who act wickedly~ but the endeavors been sown in the world will not all be 
of those who have kept thy covenants saved." 
amid afflictions. 28 Think not on those 42 I answered and said, "If I have 
who have lived wickedly in thy sight; found favor before thee, let me speak.' 
but remember those who have willingly 43 For if the farmer's seed does not come 
acknowledged that thou art to be feared. up, because it has not received thy rain 
29 Let it not be thy will to destroy those in due season, or if it has been ruined 
who have had the ways of cattle; but by too much rain, it perishes.w 44 But 
regard those who have gloriously taught man, who has been formed by thy hands 
thy law.' JO Be not angry with those who and is called thy own image because he 
are deemed worse than beasts; but love is made like thee, and for whose sake 
those who have always put their trust thou hast formed all things-hast thou 
in thy glory . .ll For we and our fathers also made him like the farmer's seed? 
have passed our lives in ways that bring 45 No, 0 Lordx who an over us! But 
death;' but thou, because of us sinners, spare thy people and have mercy on thy 
art called merciful. 32 For if thou hast inheritance, for thou hast mercy on thy 
desired to have pity on us, who have no own creation." 
works of righteousness, then thou wilt 46 He answered me and said, "Things 
be called merciful. JJ For the righteous, that are present are for those who live 
who have many works laid up with thee, now, and things that are future are for 
shall receive their reward in consequence those who will live hereafter. 47 For you 
of their own deeds. 34 But what is man, come far short of being able to love my 
that thou art angry with him; or what creation more than I love it. But you 
is a corruptible race, that thou art so have often compared yourselfv to the 
bitter against it? 35 For in truth there is unrighteous. Never do so! 48 But even 
no one among those who have been in this respect you will be praiseworthy 
born who has not acted wickedly, and before the Most High, 49 because you 
among those who have existed' there is have humbled yourself, as is becoming 
no one who has not transgressed . .lo For for you, and have not deemed yourself 
in this, 0 Lord, thy righteousness and to be among the righteous in order to 
goodness will be declared, when thou receive' the greatest glory. 50 For many 
art merciful to those who have no store miseries will affect those who inhabit 
of good works." the world in the last times, because they 

37 He answered me and said, "Some have walked in great pride. 51 But think 
things you have spoken rightly, and it of your own case, and inquire concem
will come to pass according to your ing the glory of those who are like 
words. 38 For indeed I will not concern yourself, 52 because it is for you that 
myself about the fashioning of those paradise is opened, the tree of life is 
who have sinned, or about their death, planted, the age to come is prepared, 
their judgment, or their destruction; plenty is provided, a city is built, rest is 
39 but I will rejoice over the creation of appointed," goodness is established and 
the righteous, over their pilgrimage also, wisdom perfected beforehand. 5.l The 
and their salvation, and their receiving root of evil is sealed up from you, illness 
their reward. 40As I have spoken, there- is banished from you, and deathb is 
fore, so it shall be. hidden; hell has fled and corruption has 

41 "For just as the farmer sows many been forgotten;" 54 sorrows have passed 
s~eds upon the ground and plants a away, and in the end the treasure of 

r Syr have received the brightness of thy law s Syr Ethiop: the Latin text is uncertain 
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c Syr: Lat Hades and corr11p1io11 have fled i11ro oblivion, or corruption h<Js fled into Hades to be forgorte11 



More perish than are saved 209 2 ESDRAS 9 
immortality is made manifest. 55 There- borders, which I have sanctified for 
fore do not ask any more questions myself from the beginning. 9 Then those 
about the multitude of those who perish. who have now abused my ways shall be 
56 For they also received freedom, but amazed, and those who have rejected 
they despised the Most High, and were them with contempt shall dwell in tor
contemptuous of his Jaw, and forsook ments. 10 For as many as did not ac
his ways. 57 Moreover they have even knowledge me in their lifetime, although 
trampled upon his righteous ones, >8 and they received my benefits, 11 and as many 
said in their hearts that there is no God as scorned my law while they still had 
-though knowing full well that they freedom, and did not understand but 
must die. 59 For just as the things which despised itK while an opportunity of 
I have predicted awaitd you, so the repentance was still open to them, 
thirst and torment which are prepared 12 these must in torment acknowledge 
await them. For the Most High did not ith after death. lJ Therefore, do not con
intend that men should be destroyed; tinue to be curious as to how the ungodly 
60 but they themselves who were created will be punished; but inquire how the 
have defiled the name of him who made righteous will be saved, those to whom 
them, and have been ungrateful to him the age belongs and for whose sake the 
who prepared life for them. 61 Therefore age was made."i 
my judgment is now drawing near; 62 I 14 I answered and said, 15 "I said 
have not shown this to all men, but before, and I say now, and will say it 
only to you and a few like you." again: there are more who perish than 

Then I answered and said, 63 "Behold, those who will be saved, 16 as a wave is 
O Lord, thou hast now shown me greater than a drop of water." 
a multitude of the signs which thou 17 He answered me and said, "As is 
wilt do in the last times, but thou the field, so is the seed; and as are the 
hast not shown me when thou wilt do flowers, so are the colors; and as is 
them." the work, so is the product; and as is 

9 He answered me and said, "Meas- the farmer, so is the threshing floor. 
ure carefully in your mind, and when l K For there was a time in this age when 

you see that a certain part of the pre- I was preparing for those who now 
dieted signs are past, 2 then you will exist, before the world was made for 
know that it is the very time when the them to dwell in, and no one opposed 
Most High is about to visit the world me then, for no one existed; 19 but now 
which he has made. 3 So when there those who have been created in this 
shall appear in the world earthquakes, world which is supplied both with an 
tumult of peoples, intrigues of nations, unfailing table and an inexhaustible 
wavering ofleaders, confusion of princes, pasture,i have become corrupt in their 
4 then you will know that it was of these ways. 20 So I considered my world, and 
that the Most High spoke from the days behold, it was Jost, and my earth, and 
that were of old, from the beginning. behold, it was in peril because of the 
5 For just as with everything that has devices of those who/< had come into it. 
occurred in the world, the beginning 21And I saw and spared somet with 
is evident,' and the end manifest; " so great difficulty, and saved for myself 
also are the times of the Most High: the one grape out of a cluster, and one 
beginnings are manifest in wonders and plant out of a great forest."' 22 So let the 
mighty works, and the end in requital/ multitude perish which has been born 
and in signs. 7 And it shall be that every in vain, but let my grape and my plant 
one who will be saved and will be able be saved, because with much labor I 
to escape on account of his works, or on have perfected them. 23 But if you will 
account of the faith by which he has let seven days more pass--<io not fast 
believed, 8 will survive the dangers that during them, however; 24 but go into a 
have been predicted, and will sec my field of flowers where no house has been 
salvation in my land and within my built, and eat only of the flowers of the 

d Syr: Lat will receive ~ Syr: Ethiop in the word: Letin is corrupt f Syr: Lat Erhiop in effecrs 
If Or me h Or me i Syr: Le.t saved, and whose is the age and for whose sake the age was made and wheu 
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field, and taste no meat and drink no 
wine, but eat only flowers, 25 and pray 
to the Most High continually-then I 
will come and talk with you." 

26 So I went, as he directed me, into 
the field which is called Ardat;" and 
there I sat among the flowers and 
ate of the plants of the field, and the 
nourishment they afforded satisfied me. 
27And after seven days, as I lay on the 
grass, my heart was troubled again as 
it was before. 28And my mouth was 
opened, and I began to speak before the 
Most High, and said, 29 "O Lord, thou 
didst show thyself among us, to our 
fathers in the wilderness when they came 
out from Egypt and when they came 
into the untrodden and unfruitful wilder
ness; 30 and thou didst say, 'Hear me, 0 
Israel, and give heed to my words, 0 
descendants of Jacob. 31 For behold, I 
sow my law in you, and it shall bring 
forth fruit in you, and you shall be 
glorified through it for ever.' 32 But 
though our fathers received the law, they 
did not keep it, and did not observe the 
statutes; yet the fruit of the law did 
not perish-for it could not, because it 
was thine. 33 Yet those who received it 
perished, because they did not keep what 
had been sown in them. 34And behold, 
it is the rule that, when the ground has 
received seed, or the sea a ship, or any 
dish food or drink, and when it hap
pens that what was sown or what was 
launched or what was put in is de
stroyed, 35 they are destroyed, but the 
things that held them remain; yet with 
us it has not been so. 36 For we who 
have received the law and sinned will 
perish, as well as our heart which re
ceived it; 37 the law, however, does not 
perish but remains in its glory." 

38 When I said these things in my 
heart, I lifted up my eyes0 and saw a 
woman on my right, and behold, she 
was mourning and weeping with a loud 
voice, and was deeply grieved at heart, 
and her clothes were rent, and there 
were ashes on her head. 39 Then I dis
missed the thoughts with which I had 
been engaged, and turned to her 40 and 
said to her, "Why are you weeping, and 
why are you grieved at heart?" 

41 And she said to me, "Let me alone, 
my lord, that I may weep for myself and 
continue to mourn, for I am greatly 
embinered in spirit and deeply afflicted." 

42 And I said to her, "What has 
happened to you? Tell me." 

43 And she said to me, "Your servant 
was barren and had no child, though I 
lived with my husband thirty years. 
44And every hom and every day during 
those thirty years I besought the Most 
High, night and day. 45And after thirty 
years God heard your handmaid, and 
looked upon my low estate, and con
sidered my distress, and gave me a son. 
And I rejoiced greatly over him, I and 
my husband and all my neighbors;' 
and we gave great glory to the Mighty 
One. 46And I brought him up with much 
care. 47 So when he grew up and I came 
to take a wife for him, I set a day for the 
marriage feast. 

lo "But it happened that when my 
son entered his wedding cham

ber, he fell down and died. 2 Then we 
all put out the lamps, and all my neigh
bors• attempted to console me; and I 
remained quiet until evening of the 
second day. 3 But when they all had 
stopped consoling me, that I might be 
quiet, I got up in the night and fled, 
and came to this field, as you see. 4And 
now I intend not to return to the city, 
but to stay here, and I will neither eat 
nor drink, but without ceasing mourn 
and fast until I die." 

5 Then I broke off the reflections with 
which I was still engaged, and answered 
her in anger and said, o "You most 
foolish of women, do you not see our 
mourning, and what has happened to 
us? 7 For Zion, the mother of us all, is 
in deep grief and great affliction. 8 It is 
most appropriate to mourn now, be
cause we are all mourning, and to be 
sorrowful, because we are all sorrowing; 
you are sorrowing for one son, but we, 
the whole world, for our mother.' 9 Now 
ask the earth, and she will tell you that 
it is she who ought to mourn over so 
many who have come into being upon 
her. lOAnd from the beginning all have 
been born of her, and others will come; 
and behold, almost all go to perdition, 
and. a multitude of them are destined 

n Syr Ethiop Arpad: Arm Ardab o Syr Arab Arm: Lat I looked about me wirh my eyes 
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for destruction. 11 Who then ought to High may give you rest, a relief from 
mourn the more, she• who lost so great your troubles." 
a multitude, or you who are grieving 25 While I was talking to her, behold, 
for one? 12 But if you say to me, 'My her face suddenly shone exceedingly, 
lamentation is not like the earth's, for and her countenance flashed like light
! have lost the fruit of my womb, which ning, so that I was too frightened to 
I brought forth in pain and bore in approach her, and my heart was terrified. 
sorrow; lJ but it is with the earth While• I was wondering what this meant, 
according to the way of the earth-the 26 behold, she suddenly uttered a loud 
multitude that is now in it goes as it and fearful cry, so that the earth shook 
came'; 14 then I say to you, 'As you at the sound. 27And I looked, and be
brought forth in sorrow, so the earth hold, the woman was no longer visible 
also has from the beginning given her to me, but there was an established 
truit, that is, man, to him who made city,V and a place of huge foundations 
her.' 15 Now, therefore, keep your sor- showed itself. Then I was afraid, and 
row to yourself, and bear bravely the cried with a loud voice and said, 
troubles that have come upon you. 16 For 28 "Where is the angel Uri' el, who came 
if you acknowledge the decree of God to me at first? For it was he who brought 
to be just, you will receive your son me into this overpowering bewilder
back in due time, and will be praised ment; my end has become corruption, 
among women. 17 Therefore go into the and my prayer a reproach." 
city to your husband." 29 As I was speaking these words, 

18 She said to me, "I will not do so; behold, the angel who had come to 
I will not go into the city, but I will me at first came to me, and he looked 
die here." upon me; JO and behold, I lay there like 

19 So I spoke again to her, and said, a corpse and I was deprived of my 
20 "Do not say that, but let yourself be understanding. Then he grasped my 
persuaded because of the troubles of right hand and strengthened me and set 
Zion, and be consoled because of the me on my feet, and said to me, JI "What 
sorrow of Jerusalem. 21 For you see that is the matter with you? And why are 
our sanctuary has been laid waste, our al- you troubled? And why are your under
tar thrown down, our temple destroyed; standing and the thoughts of your mind 
22 our harp has been laid low, our song troubled?" 
has been silenced, and our rejoicing 32 I said, "Because you have forsaken 
has been ended; the light of our lamp- me! I did as you directed, and went out 
stand has been put out, the ark of our into the field, and behold, I saw, and 
covenant has been plundered, our holy still see, what I am unable to explain." 
things have been polluted, and the name 33 He said to me, "Stand up like a 
by which we are called has been pro- man, and I will instruct you." 
faned; our free men1 have suffered abuse, 34 I said, "Speak, my lord; only do 
our priests have been burned to death, not forsake me, lest I die before my 
our Levites have gone into captivity, our time.w 35 For I have seen what I did not 
virgins have been defiled, and our wives know, and I have heard what I do not 
have been ravished; our righteous men understand. J6 Or is my mind deceived, 
have been carried off, our little ones and my soul dreaming? 37 Now there
have been cast out, our young men have fore I entreat you to give your servant an 
been enslaved and our strong men made explanation of this bewildering vision." 
powerless. 2JAnd, what is more than all, 38 He answered me and said, "Listen 
the seal of Zion-for she has now lost to me and I will inform you, and tell you 
the seal of her glory, and has been given about the things which you fear, for the 
over into the hands of those that hate Most High has revealed many secrets to 
us. 24 Therefore shake off your great you. 39 For he has seen your righteous 
sadness and lay aside your many sor- conduct, that you have sorrowed con
rows, so that the Mighty One may be tinually for your people, and mourned 
merciful to you again, and the Most greatly over Zion. 40 This therefore is 
s Syc t Or children u Syc Ethiop Areb I: Latin omits I was too ... terrified. While 
~· Syr Ethiop Arab: Lat a city was being built w Syr Elh.iop Arab: Lat die to no purpose 
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the meaning of the vision. 41 The woman you in those dream visions what the 
who appeared to you a little while ago, Most High will do to those who dwell 
whom you saw mourning and began to on eanh in the last days." 
console-42 but you do not now see the So I slept that night and the following 
form of a woman, but an established one, as he had commanded me. 
cityx has appeared to you-43 and as for 
her telling you about the misfortune of 
her son, this is the interpretation: 44 This 
woman whom you saw, whom you now 
behold as an established city, is Zion.Y 
45And as for her telling you that she was 
barren for thirty years, it is because 
there were three thousandY years in the 
world before any offering was offered 
in it.' 46And after three thousandY years 
Solomon built the city, and offered 
offerings; then it was that the barren 
woman bore a son. 47And as for her 
telling you that she brought him up 
with much care, that was the period of 
residence in Jerusalem. 48And as for her 
saying to you, 'When my son entered 
his wedding chamber he died,' and that 
misfortune had overtaken her,a that was 
the destruction which befell Jerusalem. 
49And behold, you saw her likeness, how 
she mourned for her son, and you began 
to console her for what had happened.b 
so For now the Most High, seeing that 
you are sincerely grieved and profoundly 
distressed for her, has shown you the 
brilliance of her glory, and the loveliness 
of her beauty. 51 Therefore I told you to 
remain in the field where no house had 
been built, 52 for I knew that the Most 
High would reveal these things to you. 
SJ Therefore I told you to go into the 
field where there was no foundation of 
any building, 54 for no work of man's 
building could endure in a place where 
the city of the Most High was to be 
revealed. 

55 "Therefore do not be afraid, and 
do not let your heart be terrified; but 
go in and see the splendor and vastness 
of the building, as far as it is possible 
for your eyes to see it, 56 and afterward 
you will hear as much as your ears can 
hear. 57 For you are more blessed than 
many, and you have been called before 
the Most High, as but few have been. 
58 But tomorrow night you shall remain 
here, 59 and the Most High will show 

x Syr Ethiop Arab: Lat a city to he builr 

11 On the second night I had a 
dream, and behold, there came up 

from the sea an eagle that had twelve 
feathered wings and three heads. 2And I 
looked, and behold, he spread his wings 
over< all the earth, and all the winds of 
heaven blew upon him, and the clouds 
were gathered about him.d JAnd I 
looked, and out of his wings there grew 
opposing wings; but they became little, 
puny wings. 4 But his heads were at 
rest; the middle head was larger than 
the other heads, but it also was at rest 
with them. 5And I looked, and behold, 
the eagle flew with his wings, to reign 
over the earth and over those who dwell 
in it. 6And I saw how all things under 
heaven were subjected to him, and no 
one spoke against him, not even one 
creature that was on the earth. ?And 
I looked, and behold, the eagle rose 
upon his talons, and uttered a cry to his 
wings, saying, 8 "Do not all watch at 
the same time; let each sleep in his own 
place, and watch in his turn; 9 but let 
the heads be reserved for the last." 

IO And I looked, and behold, the 
voice did not come from his heads, but 
from the midst of his body. 1 IAnd I 
counted his opposing wings, and behold, 
there were eight of them. I 2And I looked, 
and behold, on the right side one wing 
arose, and it reigned over all the earth. 
13And while it was reigning it came to its 
end and disappeared, so that its place 
was not seen. Then the next wing arose 
and reigned, and it continued to reign 
a long time. 14And while it was reigning 
its end came also, so that it disappeared 
like the first. 15 And behold, a voice 
sounded, saying to it, 16 "Hear me, you 
who have ruled the earth all this time; 
I announce this to you before you dis
appear. 17After you no one shall rule as 
long as you, or even half as long." 

18 Then the third wing raised itself 
up, and held the rule like the former 

Y Syr Ethiop Arab Arm: Latin is corrupt z Cn: Lat Syr Arab Ann her 
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ones, and it also disappeared. I9And so behold, a creature like a lion was aroused 
it went with all the wings; they wielded out of the forest, roaring; and I heard 
power one after another and then were how he uttered a man's voice to the 
never seen again. 20And I looked, and eagle, and spoke, saying, 38 "Listen and 
behold, in due course the wings that I will speak to you. The Most High 
followed• also rose up on the right! side, says to you, 39 'Are you not the one that 
in order to rule. There were some of remains of the four beasts which I had 
them that ruled, yet disappeared sud- made to reign in my world, so that the 
denly; 21 and others of them rose up, but end of my times might come through 
did not hold the rule. them? 40 You, the fourth that has come, 

22 And after this I looked, and behold, have conquered all the beasts that have 
the twelve wings and the two little wings gone before; and you have held sway 
disappeared; 21 and nothing remained over the world with much terror, and 
on the eagle's body except the three over all the eanh with grievous oppres
heads that were at rest and six little sion; and for so long you have dwelt on 
wings. 24And I looked, and behold, two the eanh with deceit.i 41And you have 
little wings separated from the six and judged the eanh, but not with truth; 
remained under the head that was on 42 for you have afflicted the meek and 
the right side; but four remained in their injured the peaceable; you have hated 
place. 25And I looked, and behold, these those who tell the truth, and have 
little wingsg planned to set themselves loved liars; you have destroyed the 
up and hold the rule. 26And I looked, dwellings of those who brought fonh 
and behold, one was set up, but suddenly fruit, and have laid low the walls of those 
disappeared; 27 a second also, and this who did you no harm. 4JAnd so your 
disappeared more quickly than the first. insolence has come up before the Most 
2HAnd I looked, and behold, the two High, and your pride to the Mighty One. 
that remained were planning between 44And the Most High has looked upon 
themselves to reign together; 29 and his times, and behold, they are ended, 
while they were planning, behold, one and his ages are completed! 45 Therefore 
of the heads that were at rest (the one you will surely disappear, you eagle, and 
which was in the middle) awoke; for it your terrifying wings, and your most 
was greater than the other two heads. evil little wings, and your malicious 
JOAnd I saw how it allied the two heads heads, and your most evil talons, and 
with itself, 31 and behold, the head your whok wonhless body, 46 so that 
turned with those that were with it, and the whole eanh, freed from your vio
it devoured the two little wingsh which lence, may be refreshed and relieved, 
were planning to reign. 32 Moreover this and may hope for the judgment and 
head gained control of the whole eanh, mercy of him who made it.' " 
and with much oppression dominated 12 While the lion was saying these 
its inhabitants; and it had greater power words to the eagle, I looked, 2 and 
over the world than all the wings that behold, the remaining head disappeared. 
had gone before. And the two wings that had gone over 

33 And after this I looked, and be- to it arosei and set themselves up to 
hold, the middle head also suddenly reign, and their reign was brief and full 
disappeared, just as the wings had done. of tumult. 3And I looked, and behold, 
34 But the two heads remained, which they also disappeared, and the whole 
also ruled over the earth and its inhabi- body of the eagle was burned, and the 
tants .. l5And I looked, and behold, the eanh was exceedingly terrified. 
head on the right side devoured the one Then I awoke in great perplexity of 
on the left. mind and great fear, and I said to my 

36 Then I heard a voice saying to spirit, 4 "Behold, you have brought this 
me, "Look before you and consider upon me, because you search out the 
what you see." 37And I looked, and ways of the Most High. s Behold, I am 

e Syr Arab 2 che 1111/t: wings f Some Ethiopic manuscripts read left g Syr: Lat underwings 
h Syr: Lat underwings 
i Syr Arab Arm: Lat Ethiop The fourth came, however, and CD"'11Ured .•• and held sway ... and for so long 
dwelt j Ethiop: Lalin omits arose 



2 ESDRAS 12 214 The vision interpreted 
still weary in mind and very weak in my heads at rest, this is the interpretation: 
spirit, and not even a little strength is 23 In its last days the Most High will 
left in me, because of the great fear with raise up three kings,0 and theyP shall 
which I have been terrified this night. renew many things in it, and shall rule 
6 Therefore I will now beseech the Most the earth 24 and its inhabitants more 
High that he may strengthen me to the oppressively than all who were before 
end." them; therefore they are called the heads 

7 And I said, "O sovereign Lord, if I of the eagle. 25 For it is they who shall 
have found favor in thy sight, and if sum up his wickedness and perform his 
I have been accounted righteous before last actions. 26As for your seeing that 
thee beyond many others, and if my the large head disappeared, one of the 
prayer has indeed come up before thy kingsq shall die in his bed, but in agonies. 
face, 8 strengthen me and show me, thy 27 But as for the two who remained, the 
servant, the interpretation and meaning sword shall devour them. 28 For the 
of this terrifying vision, that thou mayest sword of one shall devour him who was 
fully comfon my soul. 9 For thou hast with him; but he also shall fall by the 
judged me worthy to be shown the end sword in the last days. 29As for your 
of the times and the last events of the seeing two little wings' passing over tO' 
times." the head which was on the right side, 

10 He said to me, "This is the inter- 30 this is the interpretation: It is these 
pretation of this vision which you have whom the Most High has kept for the 
seen: 11 The eagle which you saw com- eagle's' end; this was the reign which was 
ing up from the sea is the founh king- briefand full of tumult, as you have seen. 
dom which appeared in a vision to your 31 "And as for the lion whom vou 
brother Daniel. 12 But it was not ex- saw rousing up out of the forest and 
plained to him as I now explain or have roaring and speaking to the eagle and 
explained it to you. 13 Behold, the days reproving him for his unrighteousness, 
are coming when a kingdom shall arise and as for all his words that you have 
on earth, and it shall be more terrifying heard, 32 this is the Messiah" whom the 
than all the kingdoms that have been Most High has kept until the end of 
before it. 14And twelve kings shall reign days, who will arise from the posterity 
in it, one after another. 15 But the second of David, and will come and speak to 
that is to reign shall hold sway for a them;• he will denounce them for their 
longer time than any other of the twelve. ungodliness and for their wickedness, 
16 This is the interpretation of the twelve and will cast up before them their 
wings which you saw. 17As for your contemptuous dealings. 33 For first he 
hearing a voice that spoke, coming not will set them living before his judg
from the eagle'sk heads but from the ment seat, and when he has reproved 
midst of his body, this is the interpreta- them, then he will destroy them .. 14 But 
tion: 18 In the midst ofi the time of that he will deliver in mercy the remnant of 
kingdom great struggles shall arise, and my people, those who have been saved 
it shall be in danger of falling; never- throughout my borders, and he will 
theless it shall not fall then, but shall make them joyful until the end comes, 
regain its former power.m 19As for your the day of judgment, of which I spoke 
seeing eight little wings" clinging to his to you at the beginning. 35 This is the 
wings, this is the interpretation: 20 Eight dream that you saw, and this is its 
kings shall arise in it, whose times shall interpretation. 36And you alone were 
be short and their years swift; 21 and worthy to learn this secret of the Most 
two of them shall perish when the middle High. 37 Therefore write all these things 
of its time draws near; and four shall that you have seen in a book, and put 
be kept for the time when its end ap- it in a hidden place; 38 and you shall 
proaches; but two shall be kept until teach them to the wise among your 
tile end. 22As for your seeing three people, whose heans you know are 

k Lat his I Syr Ann: Lat After m Ethiop Arab 1 Ann: Lat Syr beginning 
n Syr: Lat underwings o Syr Ethiop .Arab Ann: Lat kingdoms P Syr Ethiop Arm: Lat he 
q Lat them r Arab 1: Lat underwings s Syr Ethiop: Latin omits to 
1 Lat his u Literally onointed one .,. Syr: Latin omits of days ... and speak 



The man out of the sea 215 2 ESDRAS 13 
able to comprehend and keep these of heaven; and wherever he turned his 
secrets. 39 But wait here seven days face to look, everything under his gaze 
more, so that you may be shown what- trembled, 4 and whenever his voice is
ever it pleases the Most High to show sued from his mouth, all who heard 
you." Then he left me. his voice melted as wax meltsa when it 

40 When all the people heard that feels the fire. 
the seven days were past and I had 5 After this I looked, and behold, an 
not returned to the city, they all gath- innumerable multitude of men were 
ered together, from the least to the gathered together from the four winds 
greatest, and came to me and spoke to of heaven to make war against the man 
me, saying, 41 "How have we offended who came up out of the sea. 6And 
you, and what harm have we done you, I looked, and behold, he carved out 
that you have forsaken us and sit in for himself a great mountain, and flew 
this place? 42 For of all the prophets you up upon it. 7 And I tried to see the region 
alone are left to us, like a cluster of or place from which the mountain was 
grapes from the vintage, and like a lamp carved, but I could not. 
in a dark place, and like a haven for a 8 After this I looked, and behold, all 
ship saved from a storm. 43Are not the who had gathered together against him, 
evils which have befallen us sufficient? to wage war with him, were much 
44 Therefore if you forsake us, how afraid, yet dared to fight. 9And behold, 
much better it would have been for us when he saw the onrush of the ap
if we also had been consumed in the proaching multitude, he neither lifted 
burning of Zion! 45 For we are no better his hand nor held a spear or any weapon 
than those who died there." And they of war; 10 but I saw only how he sent 
wept with a loud voice. forth from his mouth as it were a stream 

Then I answered them and said, of fire, and from his lips a flaming 
46 "Take courage, 0 Israel; and do breath, and from his tongue he shot 
not be sorrowful, 0 house of Jacob; forth a storm of sparks.b llAll these 
47 for the Most High has you in re- were mingled together, the stream of 
membrance, and the Mighty One has fire and the flaming breath and the 
not forgotten you in your struggle. great storm, and fell on the onrushing 
48As for me, I have neither forsaken multitude which was prepared to fight, 
you nor withdrawn from you; but I and burned them all up, so that suddenly 
have come to this place to pray on nothing was seen of the innumerable 
account of the desolation of Zion, and multitude but only the dust of ashes and 
to seek mercy on account of the humili- the smell of smoke. When I saw it, I 
ation of ourw sanctuary. 49 Now go, was amazed. 
every one of you to his house, and after 12 After this I saw the same man 
these days I will come to you." 50 So come down from the mountain and 
the people went into the city, as I told call to him another multitude which was 
them to do. 51 But I sat in the field seven peaceable. 13 Then many peoplec came 
days, as the ange)x had commanded to him, some of whom were joyful and 
me; and I ate only the flowers of the some sorrowful; some of them were 
field, and my food was of plants during bound, and some were bringing others 
those days. as offerings. 

13 After seven days I dreamed a 
dream in the night; 2 and behold, 

a wind arose from the sea and stirred 
up all its waves. JAnd I looked, and 
behold, this wind made something like 
the figure of a man come up out of the 
heart of the sea. And I looked, and 
bchold,Y that man flewz with the clouds 

Then in great fear I awoke; and 
I besought the Most High, and said, 
14 "From the beginning thou hast shown 
thy servant these wonders, and hast 
deemed me worthy to have my prayer 
heard by thee; 15 now show me also 
the interpretation of this dream. 16 For 
as I consider it in my mind, alas for 
those who will be left in those days! 

w Syr Ethiop: Lat your x Literally he Y Syr: Latin omits this wind ..• and behold 
z Syr Et.hiop Arab Arm: Lat grew strong a Syr: Lat burned as rhe earth rests 
b Compare Syr: Latin is corrupt c Lat Syr Arab 2 literally the faces of many people 
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And still more, alas for those who are 
not left! 17 For those who are not left 
will be sad, 18 because they understand 
what is reserved for the last days, but 
cannot attain it. 19 But alas for those 
also who are left, and for that very rea
son! For they shall see great dangers and 
much distress, as these dreams show. 
20 Yet is it better' to come into these 
things,< though incurring peril, than 
to pass from the world like a cloud, 
and not to see what shall happen in the 
last days." 

He answered me and said, 21 "I will 
tell you the interpretation of the vision, 
and I will also explain to you the things 
which you have mentioned. 22As for 
what you said about those who are 
left, this is the interpretation: 23 He 
who brings the peril at that time will 
himself protect those who fall into peril, 
who have works and have faith in 
the Almighty. 24 Understand therefore 
that those who are left are more blessed 
than those who have died. 25 This is 
the interpretation of the vision: As for 
your seeing a man come up from the 
heart of the sea, 26 this is he whom 
the Most High has been keeping for 
many ages, who will himself deliver 
his creation; and he will direct those 
who are left. 27And as for your seeing 
wind and fire and a storm coming out 
of his mouth, 28 and as for his not 
holding a spear or weapon of war, 
yet destroying the onrushing multitude 
which came to conquer him, this is the 
interpretation: 29 Behold, the days are 
coming when the Most High will de
liver those who are on the eanh. JOAnd 
bewilderment of mind shall come over 
those who dwell on the eanh. 31And 
they shall plan to make war against one 
another, city against city, place against 
place, people against people, and king
dom against kingdom. 32And when these 
things come to pass and the signs occur 
which I showed you before, then my 
Son will be revealed, whom you saw as 
a man coming up from the sea./ .13And 
when all the nations hear his voice, 
every man shall leave his own land and 
the warfare that they have against one 
another; 34 and an innumerable multi-

d Ethiop Compare Arab 2: Lat easier e Syr: Lat this 

tude shall be gathered together, as you 
saw, desiring to come and conquer him. 
35 But he will stand on the top of Mount 
Zion. 36And Zion will come and be 
made manifest to all people, prepared 
and built, as you saw the mountain 
carved out without hands. J7And he, 
my Son, will reprove the assembled 
nations for their ungodliness (this was 
symbolized by the storm), 38 and will 
reproach them to their face with their 
evil thoughts and the torments with 
which they are to be tortured (which 
were symbolized by the flames), and 
will destroy them without effon by the 
IawK (which was symbolized by the 
fire). 39And as for your seeing him 
gather to himself another multitude 
that was peaceable, 40 these are the ten 
tribes which were led away from their 
own land into captivity in the days 
of King Hoshe'a, whom Shalmane'ser 
the king of the Assyrians led captive; 
he took them across the river, and they 
were taken into another land. 41 But 
they formed this plan for themselves, 
that they would leave the multitude of 
the nations and go to a more distant 
region, where mankind had never lived, 
42 that there at least they might keep 
their statutes which they had not kept 
in their own land. 43And they went in by 
the narrow passages of the Eu-phra'tes 
river. 44 For at that time the Most 
High performed signs for them, and 
stopped the channels of the river un
til they had passed over. 45 Through 
that region there was a long way to go, 
a journey of a year and a half; and that 
country is called Arzar'eth.h 

46 "Then they dwelt there until the 
last times; and now, when they are 
about to come again, 47 the Most High 
will stopi the channels of the river 
again, so that they may be able to pass 
over. Therefore you saw the multitude 
gathered together in peace. 48 But those 
who are left of your people, who are 
found within my holy borders, shall be 
saved) 49 Therefore when he destroys 
the multitude of the nations that are 
gathered together, he will defend the 
people who remain. 50And then he will 
show them very many wonders." 

f Syr and most Latin manuscripts omit from the sea g Syr: Lat and the law 
h That is Ano1her Land i Syr; Lat stops i Syr: Latin omits shall he saved 
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51 I said, "O sovereign Lord, explain 

this to me: Why did I see the man 
coming up from the heart of the sea?" 

52 He said to me, "Just as no one 
can explore or know what is in the 
depths of the sea, so no one on earth 
can see my Son or those who are with 
him, except in the time of his day.k 
53 This is the interpretation of the dream 
which you saw. And you alone have been 
enlightened about this, 54 because you 
have forsaken your own ways and have 
applied yourself to mine, and have 
searched out my law; 55 for you have 
devoted your life to wisdom, and called 
understanding your mother. 56 There
fore I have shown you this, for there is 
a reward laid up with the Most High. 
And after three more days I will tell 
you other things, and explain weighty 
and wondrous matters to you." 

57 Then I arose and walked in the 
field, giving great glory and praise to 
the Most High because of his wonders, 
which he did from time to time, 58 and 
because he governs the times and what
ever things come to pass in their sea
sons. And I stayed there three days. 

14 On the third day, while I was 
sitting under an oak, behold, a 

voice came out of a bush opposite me 
and said, "Ezra, Ezra." 2And I said, 
"Here I am, Lord," and I rose to my 
feet. J Then he said to me, "I revealed 
myself in a bush and spoke to Moses, 
when my people were in bondage in 
Egypt; 4 and I sent him and led/ my 
people out of Egypt; and I led him up 
on Mount Sinai, where I kept him with 
me many days; 5 and I told him many 
wondrous things, and showed him the 
secrets of the times and declared to 
himm the end of the times. Then I 
commanded him, saying, <> 'These words 
you shall publish openly, and these you 
shall keep secret.' ?And now I say to 
you: H Lay up in your heart the signs 
that I have shown you, the dreams that 
you have seen, and the interpretations 
that you have heard; 9 for you shall be 
taken up from among men, and hence
forth you shall live with my Son and 

with those who are like you, until the 
times are ended. 10 For the age has lost 
its youth, and the times begin to grow 
old. I LFor the age is divided into twelve 
parts, and ninen of its parts have al
ready passed, 12 as well as half of the 
tenth part; so two of its parts remain, 
besides half of the tenth part.o 13 Now 
therefore, set your house in order, and 
reprove your people; comfort the lowly 
among them, and instruct those that are 
wise.P And now renounce the life that is 
corruptible, 14 and put away from you 
mortal thoughts; cast away from you 
the burdens of man, and divest yourself 
now of your weak nature, 15 and lay 
to one side the thoughts that are most 
grievous to you, and hasten to escape 
from these times. 16 For evils worse 
than those which you have now seen 
happen shall be done hereafter. 17 For 
the weaker the world becomes through 
old age, the more shall evils be multi
plied amongq its inhabitants. 18 For 
truth shall go farther away, and false
hood shall come near. For the eagle' 
which you saw in the vision is already 
hastening to come." 

19 Then I answered and said, "Let 
me speak in thy presence, Lord.s 20 For 
behold, I will go, as thou hast com
manded me, and I will reprove the 
people who are now living; but who 
will warn those who will be born here
after? For the world lies in darkness, 
and its inhabitants are without light. 
21 For thy law has been burned, and so 
no one knows the things which have 
been done or will be done by thee. 22 If 
then I have found favor before thee, 
send the Holy Spirit into me, and I will 
write everything that has happened in 
the world from the beginning, the things 
which were written in thy law, that men 
may be able to find the path, and that 
those who wish to live in the last days 
may live." 

23 He answered me and said, "Go 
and gather the people, and tell them not 
to seek you for forty days. 24 But prepare 
for yourself many writing tablets, and 
take with you Sare'a, Dabri'a, Selemi'a, 
Eth'anus, and A'si-el-these five, be-

k Syr: Echiop except when his time and his day have come. Latin omits his I Syr Arab he led 
m Syr Ethiop Arab Arm: Latin omits declared co him 11 Cn: Lat Ethiop ten 
o Syr omits verses 11, 12: I!thiop For the world is divided into ten parts, and has come to the tenth, and half of 
the tenth remains. Now .. , P Latin omits and ... wise q Literally upon 
r Syr Ethiop Arab Ann: Latin is corrupt s Most Latin manuscripts omit Let me speak 
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cause they are trained to write rapidly; was opened, and was no longer closed. 
25 and you shall come here, and I will 42And the Most High gave understand
light in your heart the lamp of under- ing to the five men, and by turns they 
standing, which shall not be put out until wrote what was dictated, in characters 
what you are about to write is finished. which they did not know.• They sat 
26And when you have finished, some forty days, and wrote during the day
things you shall make public, and some time, and ate their bread at night. 4JAs 
you shall deliver in secret to the wise; for me, I spoke in the daytime and was 
tomorrow at this hour you shall begin not silent at night. 44So during the forty 
to write." days ninety-four' books were written. 

27 Then I went as he commanded me, 45And when the forty days were ended, 
and I gathered all the people together, the Most High spoke to me, saying, 
and said, 28 "Hear these words, 0 Israel. "Make public the twenty-four•· books 
29 At first our fathers dwelt as aliens in that you wrote first and let the worthy 
Egypt, and they were delivered from and the unworthy read them; 46 but keep 
there, JO and received the law of life, the seventy that were written last, in 
which they did not keep, which you also order to give them to the wise among 
have transgressed after them. 31 Then your people. 47 For in them is the spring 
land was given to you for a possession of understanding, the fountain of wis
in the land of Zion; but you and your dom, and the river of knowledge." 48And 
fathers committed iniquity and did not I did so.x 
keep the ways which the Most High 
commanded you. 32And because he is a 
righteous judge, in due time he took 
from you what he had given. 33And now 
you are here, and your brethren are 
farther in the interior.' 34 If you, then, 
will rule over your minds and discipline 
your hearts, you shall be kept alive, and 
after death you shall obtain mercy. 
35 For after death the judgment will 
come, when we shall live again; and 
then the names of the righteous will 
become manifest, and the deeds of the 
ungodly will be disclosed. 36 But let no 
one come to me now, and let no one 
seek me for forty days." 

37 So I took the five men, as he com
manded me, and we proceeded to the 
field, and remained there. J8And on the 
next day, behold, a voice called me, 
saying, "Ezra, open your mouth and 
drink what I give you to drink." 39 Then 
I opened my mouth, and behold, a full 
cup was offered to me; it was full of 
something like water, but its color was 
like fire. 40And I took it and drank; and 
when I had drunk it, my heart poured 
forth understanding, and wisdom in
creased in my breast, for my spirit 
retained its memory; 41 and my mouth 

lsY The Lord says, "Behold, speak 
in the ears of my people the words 

of the prophecy which I will put in your 
mouth, 2 and cause them to be written 
on paper; for they are trustworthy and 
true. J Do not fear the plots against you, 
and do not be troubled by the unbelief 
of those who oppose you. 4 For every 
unbeliever shall die in his unbelief." 

5 "Behold," says the Lord, "I bring 
evils upon the world, the sword and 
famine and death and destruction. 6 For 
iniquity has spread throughout every 
land, and their harmful deeds have 
reached their limit. 7 Therefore," says 
the Lord, 8 "I will be silent no longer 
concerning their ungodly deeds which 
they impiously commit, neither will I 
tolerate their wicked practices. Behold, 
innocent and righteous blood cries out 
to me, and the souls of the righteous cry 
out continually. 9 I will surely avenge 
them," says the Lord, "and will receive 
to myself all the innocent blood from 
among them. 10 Behold, my people is 
led like a flock to the slaughter; I will 
not allow them to live any longer in the 
land of Egypt, 11 but I will bring them 
out with a mighty hand and with an up-

t Syr Ethiop Arm: Lat are among you u Syr Compare Ethiop Arab 2 Arm: Latin is corrupt 
Y Syr Ethiop Arab 1 Arm: Latin is corrupt 11· Syr Arab 1: Latin omits twenty-four 
x Syr adds in the sevemhyear of the sixth week,five rhousaridyears and three months and twelve days afur creatiori. 

At that rime Ezra was caught up, and taken 10 1he pfoce of 1hose who are like him, a/rer he had wriuen a/J these 
1hings. And he was called 1he Scribe of the knowledge of the Most High for ever and ever. Ethiop Arab l Arm 
have a similar ending 
Y Chapters 15 and 16 (except 15.57-59 which has been found in Greek) are extant only in Latin 
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lifted arm, and will smite Egypt with 
plagues, as before, and will destroy all 
its land." 

12 Let Egypt mourn, and its founda
tions, for the plague of chastisement 
and punishment that the Lord will bring 
upon it. 13 Let the farmers that till the 
ground mourn, because their seed shall 
fail and their trees shall be ruined by 
blight and hail and by a terrible tempest. 
14AJas for the world and for those who 
live in it! 15 For the sword and misery 
draw near them, and nation shall rise up 
to fight against nation, with swords in 
their hands. 16 For there shall be unrest 
among men; growing strong against one 
another, they shall in their might have 
no respect for their king or the chief of 
their leaders. 17 For a man will desire 
to go into a city, and shall not be able. 
18 For because of their pride the cities 
shall be in confusion, the houses shall be 
destroyed, and people shall be afraid. 
19A man shall have no pity upon his 
neighbors, but shall make an assault 
upon their houses with the sword, and 
plunder their goods, because of hunger 
for bread and because of great tribula
tion. 

20 "Behold," says God, "I call to
gether all the kings of the earth to fear 
me, from the rising sun and from the 
south, from the east and from Lebanon; 
to turn and repay what they have given 
them. 21 Just as they have done to my 
elect until this day, so I will do, and will 
repay into their bosom." Thus says the 
Lord God: 22 "My right hand will not 
spare the sinners, and my sword will not 
cease from those who shed innocent 
blood on the earth." ZJAnd a fire will go 
forth from his wrath, and will consume 
the foundations of the earth, and the 
sinners, like straw that is kindled. 
24 "Woe to those who sin and do not 
observe my commandments," says the 
Lord; 25 "I will not spare them. Depart, 
you faithless children! Do not pollute 
my sanctuary." 26 For the Lord knows 
all who transgress against him; therefore 
he will hand them over to death and 
slaughter. 27 For now calamities have 
come upon the whole earth, and you 
shall remain in them; for God will not 
deliver you, because you have sinned 
against him. 
z Liten.lly that he a Or emi~nt person 

28 Behold, a terrifying sight, appear
ing from the east! 29 The nations of the 
dragons of Arabia shall come out with 
many chariots, and from the day that 
they set out, their hissing shall spread 
over the earth, so that all who hear them 
fear and tremble. 30AJso the Carmo'
nians, raging in wrath, shall go forth like 
wild boars of the forest, and with great 
power they shall come, and engage them 
in battle, and shall devastate a portion 
of the land of the Assyrians with their 
teeth. 31And then the dragons, remem
bering their origin, shall become still 
stronger; and if they combine in gteat 
power and turn to pursue them, 32 then 
these shall be disorganized and silenced 
by their power, and shall turn and flee. 
33And from the land of the Assyrians an 
enemy in ambush shall beset them and 
destroy one of them, and fear and 
trembling shall come upon their army, 
and indecision upon their kings. 

34 Behold, clouds from the east, and 
from the north to the south; and their 
appearance is very threatening, full of 
wrath and storm. 35 They shall dash 
against one another and shall pour out 
a heavy tempest upon the earth, and 
their own tempest; and there shall be 
blood from the sword as high as a 
horse's belly 36 and a man's thigh and a 
camel's hock. 37And there shall be fear 
and great trembling upon the earth; and 
those who see that wrath shall be horror
stricken, and they shall be seized with 
trembling. 38And,after that, heavy storm 
clouds shall be stirred up from the south, 
and from the north, and another part 
from the west. 39And the winds from the 
east shall prevail over the cloud that 
wasz raised in wrath, and shall dispel it; 
and the tempest that was to cause de
struction by the east wind shall be driven 
violently toward the south and west. 
40And great and mighty clouds, full of 
wrath and tempest, shall rise, to destroy 
all the earth and its inhabitants, and 
shall pour out upon every high and lofty 
place" a terrible tempest, 41 fire and hail 
and flying swords and floods of water, 
that all the fields and all the streams may 
be filled with the abundance of those 
waters. 42And they shall destroy cities 
and walls, mountains and hills, trees of 
the forests, and grass of the meadows, 
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and their grain. 4JAnd they shall go on devastated Babylon. 61And you shall be 
steadily to Babylon, and shall destroy broken down by them like stubble, and 
her. 44 They shall come to her and sur- they shall be like fire to you. 62And they 
round her; they shall pour out the shall devour you and your cities, your 
tempest and all its wrath upon her; then land and your mountains; they shall 
the dust and smoke shall go up to burn with fire all your forests and vour 
heaven, and all who are about her shall fruitful trees. 63 They shall carry your 
wail over her. 45And those who survive children away captive, and shall plunder 
shall serve those who have destroyed your wealth, and abolish the glory of 
her. your countenance." 

46 And you, Asia, who share in the 16 Woe to you, Babylon and Asia! 
glamour of Babylon and the glory of Woe to you, Egypt and Syria! 
her person-47 woe to you, miserable 2 Gird yourselves with sackcloth and 
wretch! For you have made yourself haircloth, and wail for your children, 
like her; you have decked out your and lament for them; for your destruc
daughters in harlotry to please and glory tion is at hand. J The sword has been 
in your lovers, who have always lusted sent upon you, and who is there to turn 
after you. 48 You have imitated that it back? 4A fire has been sent upon you, 
hateful harlot in all her deeds and and who is there to quench it? 5 Calami
devices; therefore God says, 49 "I will ties have been sent upon you, and who 
send evils upon you, widowhood, pov- is there to drive them away? ° Can one 
erty, famine, sword, and pestilence, to drive off a hungry lion in the forest, or 
lay waste your houses and bring you to quench a fire in the stubble, when once 
destruction and death. 50And the glory it has begun to burn? 7 Can one turn 
of your power shall wither like a flower, back an arrow shot by a strong archer? 
when the heat rises that is sent upon 8 The Lord God sends calamities, and 
you. 51 You shall be weakened like a who will drive them awav? 9 Fire will 
wretched woman who is beaten and go forth from his wrath; and who is 
wounded, so that you cannot receive there to quench it? 10 He will flash 
your mighty lovers. 52 Would I have lightning, and who will not be afraid? 
dealt with you so violently," says the He will thunder, and who will not be 
Lord, 53 "if you had not always killed terrified? 11 The Lord will threaten, and 
my chosen people, exulting and clap- who will not be utterly shattered at his 
ping your hands and talking about their presence? 12 The earth and its founda
death when you were drunk? 54 Trick tions quake, the sea is churned up from 
out the beauty of your face! 55 The the depths, and its waves and the fish 
reward of a harlot is in your bosom, also shall be troubled at the presence of 
therefore you shall receive your recom- the Lord and before the glory of his 
pense. 56As you will do to my chosen power. JJ For his right hand that bends 
people," says the Lord, "so God will do the bow is strong, and his arrows that 
to you, and will hand you over to he shoots are sharp and will not miss 
adversities. 57 Your children shall die of when they begin to be shot to the ends 
hunger, and you shall fall by the sword, of the world. 14 Behold, calamities are 
and your cities shall be wiped out, and sent forth and shall not return until they 
all your people who are in the open come over the earth. 15 The fire is kin
country shall fall by the sword. 58And died, and shall not be put out until it 
those who are in the mountains and consumes the foundations of the earth. 
highlandsb shall perish of hunger, and 16 Just as an arrow shot by a mighty 
they shall eat their own flesh in hunger archer does not return, so the calamities 
for bread and drink their own blood in that are sent upon the earth shall not 
thirst for water. 59 Unhappy above all return. 17Alas for me! Alas for me! Who 
others, you shall come and suffer fresh will deliver me in those days? 
afflictions. 60And as they pass they shall 18 The beginning of sorrows, when 
wreck the hatefulc city, and shall destroy there shall be much lamentation; the 
a pan of your land and abolish a por- beginning of famine, when many shall 
tion of your glory, as they return from perish; the beginning of wars, when the 
b Gk: Latin omits and highlands c Another reading is idle or unprofitable 
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powers shall be terrified; the beginning draw near, and are not delayed. 38 Just 
of calamities, when all shall tremble. as a woman with child, in the ninth 
What shall they do in these circum- month, when the time of her delivery 
stances,whenthecalamitiescome? 19Be- draws near, has great pains about her 
hold, famine and plague, tribulation womb for two or three hours before
and anguish are sent as scourges for hand, and when the child comes forth 
the correction of men. 20 Yet for all from the womb, there will not be a 
this they will not tum from their in- moment's delay, 39 so the calamities will 
iquities, nor be always mindful of the not delay in coming fonh upon the earth, 
scourges. 21 Behold, provisions will be and the world will groan, and pains will 
~o cheap upon earth that men will seize it on every side. 
imagine that peace is assured for them, 40 "Hear my words, 0 my people; 
and then the calamities shall spring up prepare for battle, and in the midst of 
on the earth-the sword, famine, and the calamities be like strangers on the 
great confusion. 22 For many of those eanh. 41 Let him that sells be like one 
who live on the eanh shall perish by who will flee; let him that buys be like 
famine; and those who survive the one who will lose; 42 let him that does 
famine shall die by the sword. 23And business be like one who will not make 
the dead shall be cast out like dung, a profit; and let him that builds a house 
and there shall be no one to console be like one who will not live in it; 43 let 
them; for the earth shall be left desolate, him that sows be like one who will not 
and its cities shall be demolished. 24 No reap; so also him that prunes the vines, 
one shall be left to cultivate the eanh like one who will not gather the grapes; 
or to sow it. 25 The trees shall bear 44 them that marry, like those who will 
fruit, and who will gather it? 26 The have no children; and them that do not 
grapes shall ripen, and who will tread marry, like those who are widowed. 
them? For in all places there shall be 45 Because those who labor, labor in 
great solitude; 27 one man will long to vain; 46 for strangers shall gather their 
see another, or even to hear his voice. fruits, and plunder their goods, and 
2~ For out of a city, ten shall be left; ovenhrow their houses, and take their 
and out of the field, two who have children captive; for in captivity and 
hidden themselves in thick groves and famine they will beget their children. 
clefts in the rocks. 29As in an olive 47 Those who conduct business, do it 
orchard three or four olives may be left only to be plundered; the more they 
on every tree, 30 or as when a vineyard adorn their cities, their houses and pos
is gathered some clusters may be left by sessions, and their persons, 48 the more 
those who search carefully through the angry I will be with them for their sins,'' 
vineyard, 31 so in those days three or says the Lord. 49 Just as a respectable 
four shall be left by those who search and virtuous woman abhors a harlot, 
their houses with the sword. J2And the 50 so righteousness shall abhor iniquity, 
earth shall be left desolate, and its fields when she decks herself out, and shall 
shall be for briers, and its roads and all accuse her to her face, when he comes 
its paths shall bring fonh thorns, be- who will defend him who searches out 
cause no sheep will go along them. every sin on eanh. 
3J Virgins shall mourn because they have 51 Therefore do not be like her or her 
no bridegrooms; women shall mourn works. 52 For behold, just a little while, 
because they have no husbands; their and iniquity will be removed from the 
daughters shall mourn, because they eanh, and righteousness will reign over 
have no helpers. 34 Their bridegrooms us. 53 Let no sinner say that he has not 
shall be killed in war, and their husbands sinned; for God• will burn coals of fire 
shall perish of famine. on the head of him who says, "I have 

35 Listen now to these things, and not sinned before God and his glory." 
understand them, 0 servants of the 54 Behold, the Lord knows all the works 
Lord. 36 Behold the word of the Lord, of men, their imaginations and their 
receive it; do not disbelieve what the thoughts and their hearts. 55 He said, 
Lord says.d 37 Behold, the calamities "Let the eanh be made,'' and it was 
d Cn: Lat do not btlieve the gods of whom the Lord speaks e Literally he 
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made; "Let the heaven be made," and so God will lead you forth and deliver 
it was made. 56At his word the stars you from all tribulation. 
were fixed, and he knows the number of 68 For behold, the burning wrath of 
the stars. 57 It is he who searches the a great multitude is kindled over you, 
deep and its treasures, who has meas- and they shall carry off some of you and 
ured the sea and its contents; 58 who has shall feed you what was sacrificed to 
enclosed the sea in the midst of the idols. 69And those who consent to eat 
waters, and by his word has suspended shall be held in/ derision and contempt, 
the earth over the water; 59 who has and be trodden under foot. 70 For in 
spread out the heaven like an arch, and many placesg and in neighboring cities 
founded it upon the waters; 60 who has there shall be a great insurrection against 
put springs of water in the desert, and those who fear the Lord. 71 They shall 
pools on the tops of the mountains, to be like mad men, sparing no one, but 
send rivers from the heights to water the plundering and destroying those who 
earth; 61 who formed man, and put a continue to fear the Lord. 72 For they 
heart in the midst of his body, and gave shall destroy and plunder their goods, 
him breath and life and understanding and drive them out of their houses. 
62 and the spirit of Almighty God; who 73 Then the tested quality of my elect 
made all things and searches out hidden shall be manifest, as gold that is tested 
things in hidden places. 63 Surely he by fire. 
knows your imaginations and what you 74 "Hear, my elect," says the Lord. 
think in your hearts! Woe to those who "Behold, the days of tribulation are at 
sin and want to hide their sins! 64 Be- hand, and I will deliver you from them. 
cause the Lord will strictly examine all 75 Do not fear or doubt, for God is your 
their works, and will make a public guide. 76 You who keep my command
spectacle of all of you. 65And when your ments and precepts," says the Lord God, 
sins come out before men, you shall be "do not let your sins pull you down, or 
put to shame; and your own iniquities your iniquities prevail over you." 77 Woe 
shall stand as your accusers in that day. to those who are choked by their sin> 
66 What will you do? Or how will you and overwhelmed by their iniquities, as 
hide your sins before God and his angels? a field is choked with underbrush and its 
67 Behold, God is the judge, fear him! pathh overwhelmed with thorns, so that 
Cease from your sins, and forget your no one can pass through! 78 It is shut 
iniquities, never to commit them again; off and given up to be consumed by fire. 



THE PRAYER OF MANASSEH 

0 Lord Almighty, 
God of our fathers, 

of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 
and of their righteous posterity; 

2 thou who hast made heaven and earth 
with all their order; 

J who hast shackled the sea by thy 
word of command, 

who hast confined the deep 
and sealed it with thy terrible and 

glorious name; 
1 at whom all things shudder, 

and tremble before thy power, 
s for thy glorious splendor cannot be 

borne, 
and the wrath of thy threat to sin

ners is irresistible; 
6 yet immeasurable and unsearchable 

is thy promised mercy, 
7 for thou art the Lord Most High, 

of great compassion, long-suffering, 
and very merciful, 

and repentest over the evils of men. 
Thou, 0 Lord, according to thy great 

goodness 
hast promised repentance and for

giveness 
to those who have sinned against 

thee; 
and in the multitude of thy mercies 

thou hast appointed repentance for 
smners, 

that they may be saved. 
0 Therefore thou, 0 Lord, God of the 

righteous, 
hast not appointed repentance for 

the righteous, 
for Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, 

who did not sin against thee, 
but thou hast appointed repentance 

for me, who am a sinner. 
'J For the sins I have committed are 

more in number than the sand of 
the sea; 

my transgressions are multiplied, 
0 Lord, they are multiplied! 

I am unworthy to look up and see the 
height of heaven 

because of the multitude of my 
iniquities. 

10 I am weighted down with many an 
iron fetter, 

so that I am rejected because of my 
sins, 

and I have no relief; 
for I have provoked thy wrath 

and have done what is evil in thy 
sight, 

setting up abominations and multi
plying offenses. 

11 And now I bend the knee of my heart, 
beseeching thee for thy kindness. 

12 I have sinned, 0 Lord, I have sinned, 
and I know my transgressions. 

IJ I earnestly beseech thee, 
forgive me, 0 Lord, forgive me! 
Do not destroy me with my trans

gressions! 
Do not be angry with me for ever or 

Jay up evil for me; 
do not condemn me to the depths 

of the earth. 
For thou, 0 Lord, art the God of 

those who repent, 
14 and in me thou wilt manifest thy 

goodness; 
for, unwonhy as I am, thou wilt save 

me in thy great mercy, 
15 and I will praise thee continually 

all the days of my life. 
For all the host of heaven sings thy 

praise, 
and thine is the glory for ever. 

Amen. 
223 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 

1 The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 

son of Abraham. 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

and Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, 3 and Judah the father of 
Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Ram," 4 and Ram" the father 
of Ammin'adab, and Ammin'adab the 
father of Nahshon, and Nahshnn the 
father of Salmon, s and Salmon the 
father of Bo'az by Rahab, and Bo'az the 
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the 
father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of 
David the king. 

And David was the father of Solo
mon by the wife of Uri'ah, 7 and Sol
omon the father of Rehobo'am, and 
Rehobo'am the father of Abi'iah, and 
Abi'jah the father of Asa,b 8 and Asa 1' 

the father of Jehosh'aphat, and Je
hosh'aphat the father of Joram, and 
Joram the father of Uzzi'ah, 9 and 
Uzzi'ah the father of Jotham, and Jo
tham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the 
father of Hezeki'ah, 10 and Hezeki'ah 
the father of Manas'seh, and Manas'seh 
the father of Amos,c and Amos•· the 
father of Josi'ah, 11 and Josi'ah the 
father of J echoni 'ah and his brothers, at 
the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to 
B<1bylon: Jechoni'ah was the father of 
She-al'ti-cl,11 and She-al'ti-el" the fa
ther of Zerub'babel, 13 and Zerub'babel 
the father of Abi'ud, and Abi'ud the 
father of Eli'akim, and Eli'akim the 
father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, 
and Achim the father of Eli'ud, IS and 
Eli'ud the father of Elea'zar, and Elea' -
zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the 
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, 
of whom Jesus was born, who is called 
Christ. 

17 So all the generations from 
Abraham to David were fourteen gen
erations, and from David to the de
portation to Babylon fourteen genera
tions, and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Christ fourteen genera
tions. 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christi 
took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she 
was found to be with child of the Holy 
Spirit; 19 and her husband Joseph, be
ing a just man and unwilling to put her 
to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 Bue as he considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Spirit; 21 she will bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their 
sins." 22All this took place to fulfil what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, 
and his name shall be called Emman -

u-el" 
(which means, God with us). 24 When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took his wife, 2> but knew her not 
until she had borne a son; and he called 
his name Jesus. 

2 Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 
2 "Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we have seen his star 
in the East, and have come to worship 
him." .l When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all Jeru
salem with him; 4 and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of chem where the Christ 

; Greek Aram ti Greek Asaph l' Orher authorities read Amo,, 11 Greek Sa/athiel 
Other ancient euthorities read of 1he ChrisI 

1.1-17: Lk 3.23-38. 1.3-8; Rulh 4.18-22; I Chron 2.1-15. I.II: 2 Kings 24.14; Jer 27.20. 
1.18: Lk 1.26-38. 1.21: Lk 2.21; Jn 1.29; Am 13.23. 1.23: Is 7.M. 2.1: Lk 2.4-7; 1.5. 
2.2: Jer 23.5; Zech 9.9; Mk 15.2; Jn 1.49; Num 24.17. 



MATfHEW 2 
was to be born. 5 They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written 
by the prophet : 
6 'And you, 0 Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah, 
are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will govern my people Israel.' " 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise 

men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star appeared; 8 and he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 
and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship 
him." 9 When they had heard the king 
they went their way; and lo, the star 
which they had seen in the East went 
before them, till it came to rest over the 
place where the .child was. 10 When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy; 11 and going into the 
house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and wor
shiped him. Then, opening their treas
ures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being 
warned in a dream nor to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own 
country by another way. 

-·- 13 Now when they had departed, be
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; 
for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him." 14And he rose 
and rook the child and his mother by 
night, and departed ro Egypt, 15 and 
remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet, "Our of 
Egypt have I called my son." 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that 
he had been tricked by the wise men, 
was in a furious rage, and he sent and 
killed all the male children in Bethle
hem and in all rhar region who were rwo 
years old or under, according to the time 
which he had ascertained from the wise 
men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 "A voice was heard in Ramah, 

wailing and loud lamentation, 

2 Herod and the wise men 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused ro be consoled, 
because rhev were no more." 
19 But when Herod died, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20 "Rise, 
rake the child and his mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child's life are dead." 21And he rose 
and rook the child and his mother, and 
went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archela'us reigned over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being warned 
in a dream he withdrew to the district 
of Galilee. 2lAnd he went and dwelt in a 
city called Nazareth, that what was 
spoken by the prophers might be ful
filled, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 

3 In those days came John the 
Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 

of Judea, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." J For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 
when he said, 

"The voice of one crying in the wil
derness: 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight." 

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's 
hair, and a leather girdle around his 
waist; and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 Then went our to him Jeru
salem and all Judea and all the region 
about the Jordan, 6 and they were bap
tized by him in the river Jordan, con
fessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sad'ducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, "You brood 
of vipers ! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit that be
fits repentance, 9 and do not presume 10 
say to yoursekcs, 'We have Abraham 
as our father'; for I cell you, God is able 
from rhese stones to raise up children ro 
Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid 
to the root of rhe trees; every tree there
fore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 

11 "I baptize you with water for re
pentance, but he who is coming afrer me 
is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry; he will baptize you 

2.5: Jn 7.42. Z.8: Mic 5.2. Z.11: Mt 1.18; 12.46. Z.12: Mt 2.22; Acts 10.22; Heb 11.7. 
Z.15: Hos 11.1; Ex 4.22. Z.18: Jer 31.15. 2.19: Mt 1.20; 2.13. Z.23: Is 11.1; Lk 1.26; Mk 1.24. 
:l.1-12: Mk 1.3-8; Lk 3.2-17; Jn 1.6-8, 19-28. 3.2: Mt 4.17; Dan 2.44; 4.17; Mt 10.7. 3.3: Is 40.3. 
:l.4: 2 Kings 1.8; Zech 13.4; Lev 11.22. 3.7: Mt 12.34; 23.33; I Thess I.IO. 3.9: Jn 8.33; Rom 4.16. 
3.10: Mt 7.19. 



Jesus baptized and tempted 3 MA TrHEW 4 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His said to him, "Begone, Satan! for it is 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he written, 
will clear his threshing floor and gather 'You shall worship the Lord your 
his wheat into the granary, but the God 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable and him only shall you serve.' " 
fire." 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to angels came and ministered to him. 
the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 12 Now when he heard that John 
him. 14 John would have prevented had been arrested, he withdrew into 
him, saying, "I need to be baptized by Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth he 
you, and do you come to me?" IS But went and dwelt in Capl'r'na-um by the 
Jc~us answered him, "Let it be so now; sea, in the territory of Zeb'ulun and 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all Naph'tali, 14 that what was spoken by 
righteousness." Then he consented. the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
16And when Jesus was baptized, he went 15 "The land of Zeb'ulun and the land 
up immediately from the water, and be- of Naph'tali, 
hold, the heavens were openedu and he toward the sea, across the Jordan, 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a Galilee of the Gentiles-
dove, and alighting on him; 17 and lo, a Io the people who sat in darkness 
voice from heaven, saying, "This is my have seen a great light, 
beloved Son,h with whom I am well and for those who sat in the region 
pleased." and shadow of death 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the light has dawned." 
Spirit into the wilderness to be 17 From that time Jesus began to 

tempted by the devil. 2And he fasted preach, saying, "Repent, for the king
forty days and forty nights, and after- dom of heaven is at hand." 
ward he was hungry. JAnd the tempter 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, 
came and said to him, "If you are the he saw two brothers, Simon who is 
Son of God, command these stones to called Peter and Andrew his brother, 
become loaves of bread." 4 But he casting a net into the sea; for they were 
answered, "It is written, fishermen. ICJAnd he said to them, 

'Man shall not live by bread alone, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
but by every word that proceeds from of men." 20 Immediately they left their 

the mouth of God.' " nets and followed him. 21And going on 
s Then the devil took him to the holy from there he saw two other brothers, 
city, and set him on the pinnacle of the James the son of Zeb'edee and John his 
temple, 6 and said to him, "If you are brother, in the boat with Zeb'edee their 
the Son of God, throw yourself down; father, mending their nets, and he called 
for it is written, them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 

'He will give his angels charge of you,' and their father, and followed him. 
and 

'On their hands they will bear you up, 23 And he went about all Galilee, 
lest you strike your foot against a teaching in their synagogues and 

stone.' " preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, and healing every disease and every 
'You shall not tempt the Lord your infirmity among the people. 24 So his 
God.' " XAgain, the devil took him to a fame spread throughout all Syria, and 
very high mountain, and showed him they brought him all the sick, those 
all the kingdoms of the world and the afflicted with various diseases and 
glory of them; 9 and he said to him, pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and par
" All these I will give you, if you will fall alytics, and he healed them. 25And 
down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus great crowds followed him from Galilee 

fl Other ancient authorities add tu liim 11 Or my So11, my (or the) Beloved 
3.12: Mt 13.30. 3.13-17: Mk 1.9-11; Lk 3.21-22; Jn 1.31-34. 
3.17: Mt 12.IB; 17.5; Mk 9.7; Lk 9.35; Ps 2.7; ls 42.1. 4.1-11: Mk 1.12-13; Lk 4.1-13; Heb 2.18; 4.15. 
4.2: Ex H.2H; I Kings 19.8. 4.4: LJeut 8.3. 4.5: Mt 27.SJ; Nch II.I; Dan 9.24; Rev 21.10. 
4.8: l's 91.11-12. 4.7: Dcut 6.16. 4.10: Deur 6.13; Mk 8.33. 4.11: Mt 26.53; Lk 22.43. 
4.12: Mk 1.14; Lk 4.14; Mt 14.J; Jn 1.43. 4.13: Jn 2.12; Mk 1.21; Lk 4.23. 4.15: Is 9.1-2. 
4.17: Mk I.IS; Mt 3.2; 10.7. 4.18-22: Mk 1.16-20; Lk 5.1-11; Jn 1.35-42. 
4.23-25: Mk 1.39; Lk 4.15, 44; Mt 9.35; Mk 3.7-8; Lk 6.17. 
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and the Decap'olis and Jerusalem and 
Judea and from beyond the Jordan. 

5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on 
the mountain, and when he sat 

down his disciples came to him. 2And 
he opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying: 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. 

5 "Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth. 

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 

8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God. 

9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God. 

IO "Blessed are those who are per
secuted for righteousness' sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 "Blessed are you when men revile 
you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so men 
persecuted the prophets who were be
fore you. 

13 "You are the salt of the earth; 
but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltness be restored? It is no longer good 
for anything except to be thrown out 
and trodden under foot by men. 

14 "You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hid. 15 Nor 
do men light a lamp and put it under a 
bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. 16 Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 

I 7 "Think not that I have come to 
abolish the law and the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish them but to fulfil 
them. is For truly, I say to you, till 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the law until 
all is accomplished. 19 Whoever then 

4 The Beatitudes 
relaxes one of the least of these com
mandments and teaches men so, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but he who does them and 
teaches them shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

21 "You have heard that it was said 
to the men of old, 'You shall not kill, 
and whoever kills shall be liable to 
judgment.' 22 But I say to you that everv 
one who is angry with his brother' 
shall be liable to judgment; whoever in
sults.i his brother shall be liable to the 
council, and whoever says, 'You fool 1' 

shall be liable to the hell" of fire. 23 So 
if you are offering your gift at the 
altar, and there remember that vour 
brother has something against -you. 
24 leave your gift there before the altar 
and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your 
gift. 25 Make friends quickly with your 
accuser, while you are going with him to 
court, lest your accuser hand you over 
to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you be put in prison: 
26 truly, I say to you, you will never 
get out till you have paid the last 
penny. 

27 "You have heard that it was said. 
'You shall not commit adultery.' 2~ But 
I say to you that every one who looks 
at a woman lustfully has already com
mitted adultery with her in his heart. 
29 If your right eye causes you to sin. 
pluck it out and throw it away; it i' 
better that you lose one of your mem
bers than that your whole body be 
thrown into helJ.k 30And if your right 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off anJ 
throw it away; it is better that you lose 
one of your members than that your 
whole body go into hell.A· 

31 "It was also said, ''Whoever di
vorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.' 32 But I say co 
you that every one who divorces his 
wife, except on the ground of unchas
tity, makes her an adulteress; and who-

i Other ancient auchorities insen without cause i Greek says Raca 10 (an obscure term or abuse) 
k Greek Gehenna 
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5.29-30: Mk 9.43-48; Mr 18.8-9. 5.31-32: Lk 16.18; Mk 10.11-12; Mt 19.9; I Cor 7.10-11; Deur 24.1-~. 
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ever marries a divorced woman com
mits adultery. 

33 "Again you have heard that it was 
,aid to the men of old, 'You shall not 
swear falsely, but shall perform to tho 
Lord what you have sworn.' :w But I 
say to you, Do not swear at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 
.15 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 
great King. 36And do not swear by your 
head, fur you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37 Let what you say be 
simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more 
than this comes from evil.I 

38 "You have heard that it was said, 
'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' .lY But I say to you, Do not resist 
one who is evil. But if any one strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other also; 40 and if any one would sue 
you and take your coat, let him have 
your cloak as well; 41 and if any one 
forces you to go one mile, go with him 
two miles. 42 Give to him who begs 
from you, and do not refuse him who 
would borrow from you. 

43 "You have heard that it was said, 
'You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.' 44 But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven; 
for he makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust. 46 For if you love 
those who love you, what reward have 
you? Do not even the tax collectors do 
the same? 47Aml if you salute only your 
brethren, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48 You, therefore, must be per
fect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

6 "Beware of practicing your piety 
before men in order to be seen by 

them; for then you will have no reward 
from your Father who is in heaven. 

2 "Thus, when you give alms, sound 
no trumpet before you, as the hypo
crites do in the synagogues and in the 
streecs, that they may be praised by men. 
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Truly, I liaY to you, they have received 
their reward. 3 But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4 so that 
your alms may be in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 

5 "And when you pray, you must 
not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and 
at the street corners, that they may be 
seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. 6 But when 
you pray, go into your room and shut 
the door and pray to your Father who is 
in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 

7 "And in praymg do not heap up 
empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for 
they think that they will be heard for 
their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. 9 Pray then 
like this: 

Our Father who an in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 

JO Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
JI Give us this day our daily bread;"' 
12 And forgive us our debts, 

As we also have forgiven our 
debtors; 

1.l And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil." 

14 For if you forgive men their tres
passes, your heavenly Father also will 
forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. 

16 "And when you fast, do not look 
dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces that their fasting 
may be seen by men. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. 
"But when you fast, anoint your head 
and wash your face, ' 8 that your fasting 
may not be seen by men but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

19 "Do not lay up for yourselves 
1 Or tht evil 0'1e m Or our brt•ad for the morr-ow 
11 

Or thl· l"'l
11/ mw. Ocher authorities, some ancient, add, in some form, For ihi11e is the ki11gdom and thic power and 

rhe glory, for ever. Amcu. 
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treasures on earth, where moth and 'Bnxious for itself. Let the day's own 
rust" consume and where thieves break /trouble be sufficient for the day. 
in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves J.7 "Judge not, that you be not 
treasure in heaven, where neither moth judged. 2 For with the judgment 
nor rust" consumes and where thieves you pronounce you will be judged, and 
do not break in and steal. 2I For where the measure you give will be the meas
your treasure is, there will your heart be ure you get. 3 Why do you see the speck 
also. that is in your brother's eye, but do 

22 "The eye is the lamp of the body. not notice the log that is in your own 
So, if your eye is sound, your whole eye? 4 Or how can you say to your 
body will be full of light; 23 but if your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of 
eye is not sound, your whole body will your eye,' when there is the log in your 
be full of darkness. If then the light in own eye? s You hypocrite, first take the 
you is darkness, how great is the dark- log out of your own eye, and then you 
ness ! will see clearly to take the speck out of 

) 

24 "No one can serve two masters; your brother's eye. 
for either he will hate the one and love 6 "Do not give dogs what is holy; 
the other, or he will be devoted to the and do not throw your pearls before 
one and despise the other. You cannot swine, lest they trample them under 
serve God and mammon.x foot and turn to attack you. 

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not be 7 "Ask, and it will be given you; seek, 
anxious about your life, what you shall and you will find; knock, and it will be 
eat or what you shall drink, nor about opened to you. 8 For every one who 
your body, what you shall put on. Is asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
not life more than food, and the body and to him who knocks it will be 
more than clothing? 26 Look at the opened. 9 Or what man of you, if his 
birds of the air: they neither sow nor son asks him for bread, will give him a 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your stone? IO Or if he asks for a fish, will give 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you him a serpent? 11 If you then, who arc 
not of more value than they? 27And evil, know how to give good gifts to 
which of you by being anxious can add your children, how much more will 
one cubit to his span of life?P 28And your Father who is in heaven give goud 
why are you anxious about clothing? things to those who ask him! 12 So 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they whatever you wish that men would do 
grow; they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet I to you, do so to them; for this is the la" 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory and the prophets. 
was not arrayed like one of these .. HJ But 13 "Enter by the narrow gate; for 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, the gate is wide and the way is easy,'' 
which today is alive and tomorrow is that leads to destruction, and those who 
thrown into the oven, will he not much enter by it are many. 14 For the gate j, 
more clothe you, 0 men of little faith? narrow and the way is hard, that lead' 
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, to life, and those who find it are few. 
'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we 15 "Beware of false prophets, who 
drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For come to you in sheep's clothing but in
the Gentiles seek all these things; and wardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will 
your heavenly Father knows that you know them by their fruits. Are grapes 
need them all. .1.1 But seek first his gathered from thorns, or figs from 
kingdom and his righteousness, and thistles? 17 So, every sound tree bear> 
all these things shall be yours as good fruit, but the bad tree bears e,·il 
well. fruit. I 8A sound tree cannot bear e,·il 

34 "Therefore do not be anxious fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 19 Every tree that does not bear good 
ii Or worm I' Or to his sror"re 11 Other ancient authorities read jo,- the way is widt• a"d easy 
x Mammon is a SemiLic word for money or nchcs 
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Centurion's servant healed 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20 Thus you will know them by 
their fruits. 

21 "Not every one who says to me, 
'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that 
day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and 
cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?' 
''And then will I declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; depart from me, you 
evildoers.' 

24 "Every one then who hears these 
words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house 
upon the rock; 25 and the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat upon that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the 
rock. 26And every one who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them 
will be like a foolish man who built his 
house upon the sand; 27 and the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell; and great was the fall of it." 

28 And when Jesus finished these 
sayings, the crowds were astonished at 
his teaching, 29 for he taught them as 
one who had authority, and not as their 
scribes. 

8 When he came down from the 
mountain, great crowds followed 

him; 2 and behold, a leper came to him 
and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if 
you will, you can make me clean." 
lAnd he stretched out his hand and 
touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." 
And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, "See 
that you say nothing to any one; but go, 
show yourself to the priest, and offer the 
gift that Moses commanded, for a 
proof to the people." r 

5 As he entered Caper'na-um, a 
centurion came forward to him, be
seeching him 6 and saying, "Lord, my 
servant is lying paralyzed at home, in 
terrible distress." 7 And he said to 
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him, "I will come and heal him." 8 But 
the centurion answered him, "Lord, I 
am not worthy to have you come under 
my roof; but only say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. 9 For I am a 
man under authority, with soldiers un
der me; and I say to one, 'Go,' and he 
goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he 
comes, and to my slave, 'Do this,' and 
he does it." 10 When Jesus heard 
him, he marveled, and said to those 
who followed him, "Truly, I say to 
you, not even·' in Israel have I found 
such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come 
from east and west and sit at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons 
of the kingdom will be thrown into the 
outer darkness; there men will weep 
and gnash their teeth." llAnd to the 
centurion Jes us said, "Go; be it done 
for you as you have believed." And the 
servant was healed at that very moment. 

14 And when Jesus entered Peter's 
house, he saw his mother-in-law lying 
sick with a fever; 15 he touched her 
hand, and the fever left her, and she 
rose· and served him. 16 That evening 
they brought to him many who were 
possessed with demons; and he cast out 
the spirits with a word, and healed all 
who were sick. 17 This was to fulfil what 
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah, "He 
took our infirmities and bore our 
diseases." 

18 Now when Jesus saw great crowds 
around him, he gave orders to go over 
to the other side. 19And a scribe came 
up and said to him, "Teacher, I will 
follow you wherever you go." 20And 
Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of man has nowhere to lay his 
head." 2IAnother of the disciples said to 
him, "Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father." 22 But Jesus said to him, "Fol
low me, and leave the dead to bury their 
own dead." 

23 And when he got into the boat, his 
disciples followed him. 24And behold, 
there arose a great storm on the sea, so 
that the boat was being swamped by 

r Greek 10 them .~ Olher ancient authorities reed wich no one 
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the waves; but he was asleep. 25And 
they went and woke him, saying, "Save, 
Lord; we are perishing." 26And he said 
to them, "Why are you afraid, 0 men 
of little faith?" Then he rose and re
buked the winds and the sea; and there 
was a great calm. 27And the men mar
veled, saying, "What sort of man is 
this, that even winds and sea obey 
him?" 

28 And when he came to the other 
side, to the country of the Gadarenes, 1 

two demoniacs met him, coming out of 
the tombs, so fierce that no one could 
pass that way. nAnd behold, they cried 
out, "What have you to do with us, 0 
Son of God? Have you come here to 
torment us before che time?" 30 Now a 
herd of many swine was feeding at some 
distance from them .. 11And che demons 
begged him, "If you cast us out, send us 
away into che herd of swine." 32And he 
said to them, "Go." So they came out 
and went into the swine; and behold, 
the whole herd rushed down che sceep 
bank into the sea, and perished in the 
wacers. 3J The herdsmen fled, and going 
into the city chey told everything, and 
what had happened to the demoniacs. 
34And behold, all che cicy came ouc to 
meet Jesus; and when they saw him, 
chey begged him to leave cheir neigh
borhood. 

9 And getting into a boat he crossed 
over and came to his own city. 

2And behold, chey broughc to him a 
paralytic, lying on his bed; and when 
Jesus saw their faith he said to the 
paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your 
sins are forgiven." 3And behold, some 
of the scribes said to themselves, "This 
man is blaspheming." 4 But Jesus, 
knowing" their thoughts, said, "Why 
do you think evil in your hearts? s For 
which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are 
forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise and walk'? 
6 But that you may know that the Son of 
man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins"-he then said to the paralytic
"Rise, take up your bed and go home." 
7And he rose and went home. 8 When 
the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and 

Eating with sinners 
they glorified God, who had given such 
authority to men. 

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he 
saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax office; and he said to him, "Follow 
me." And he rose and followed him. 

10 And as he sat ac table v in the 
house, behold, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and sat down with Jesm 
and his disciples. ''And when the 
Pharjsees saw this, they said to hi' 
disciples, "Why does your teacher ear 
with tax collectors and sinners?" 12 But 
when he heard it, he said, "Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what 
this means, 'I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice.' For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 

14 Then the disciples of John came 
to him, saying, "Why do we and the 
Pharisees fast, u: but your disciples do 
not fast?" ISAnd Jesus said to them, 
"Can the wedding guests mourn as long 
as the bridegroom is with chem? The 
days will come, when the bridegroom is 
taken away from them, and then they 
will fast. I6And no one puts a piece of 
unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for 
the patch tears away from the garment, 
and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is 
new wine put into old wineskins; if it 
is, che skins burst, and the wine is 
spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but 
new wine is put into fresh wineskins. 
and so both are preserved." 

18 While he was chus speaking to 
them, behold, a ruler came in and 
knelt before him, saying, "My daughter 
has just died; but come and lay your 
hand on her, and she will live." IYAnd 
Jesus rose and followed him, with his 
disciples. 20And behold, a woman who 
had suffered from a hemorrhage for 
twelve years came up behind him and 
touched the fringe of his garment; 21 for 
she said to herself, "If I only touch his 
garment, I shall be made well." 22 Jesus 
turned, and seeing her he said, "Take 
heart, daughter; your faith has made 
you well." And instantly the woman was 
made well. 23And when Jesus came to 

1 Other ancient authorities read Gergesems; some, Ge,-ase,,es 11 Other ancient authorities read seeing 
11 Greek reclined w Other ancient authorities add much or oflell 
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Mission of the twelve 
the ruler's house, and saw the flute 
players, and the crowd making a tumult, 
24 he said, "Depart; for the girl is not 
dead but sleeping." And they laughed 
at him. 2; But when the crowd had been 
put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl arose. 26And the re
port of this went through all that district. 

27 And as Jes us passed on from 
there, two blind men followed him, 
crying aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son 
of David." 28 When he entered the 
house, the blind men came to him; and 
Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that 
I am able to do this?" They said to him, 
"Yes, Lord." 29 Then he touched their 
eyes, saying, "According to your faith 
be it done to you." 30And their eyes 
were opened. And Jesus sternly charged 
them, "See that no one knows it." 
.11 But they went away and spread his 
fame through all that district. 

32 As they were going away, behold, 
a dumb demoniac was brought to him. 
33And when the demon had been cast 
out, the dumb man spoke; and the 
crowds marveled, saying, "Never was 
anything like tliis seen in Israel." 34 But 
the Pharisees said, "He casts out de
mons by the prince of demons."" 

35 And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and every infirmtty. 36 When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, "The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few ; .18 pray therefore the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest." 

lo And he called to him his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal every disease and every 
infirmity. 2 The names of the twelve 
apostles are these: first, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother ;. 
James the son of Zeb'edee, and John his 
a Other encienl authorities omit this verse 
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brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew ; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thad
daeus ;r 4 Simon the Cananaean, and 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, 
charging them, "Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no· town of the 
Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 7And 
preach as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.' "Heal the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out de
mons. You received without paying, give 
without pay. 9 Take no gold, nor sifver, 
nor copper in your belts, 10 no bag for 
your journey, nor two tunics, nor 
sandals, nor a staff; for the laborer 
deserves his food. "And whatever town 
or village you enter, find out who is 
worthy in it, and stay with him until you 
depart. 12As you enter the house, salute 
it. BAnd if the house is worthy, let your 
peace come upon it; but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. 
I4And if any one will not receive you 
or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that 
house or town. ts Truly, I say to you, it 
shall be more tolerable on the day of 
judgment for the land of Sodom and 
Gomor'rah than for that town. 

16 "Behold, I send you out as sheep 
in the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Be
ware of men; for they will deliver you 
up to councils, and flog you in their 
synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged 
before governors and kings for my sake, 
to bear testimony before them and the 
Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you up, 
do not be anxious how you are to speak 
or what you are to say; for what you 
are to say will be given to you in that 
hour; 20 for it is not you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. 21 Brother will deliver up 
brother to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death; 
22 and you will be hated by all for my 
name's sake. But he who endures to the 

.r Other anciem 11uthorities read Lebbaeus or lebbae11S cafled Thaddae11s 
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end will be saved. 2J When they per
secute you in one town, flee to the next; 
for truly, I say to you, you will not have 
gone through all the towns of Israel, be
fore the Son of man comes. 

IO 

24 "A disciple is not above his 
teacher, nor a servant-'' above his 
master; 2) it is enough for the disciple to 
be like his teacher, and the servantY 
like his master. If they have called the 
master of the house Be-el'zebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his 
household. 

26 "So have no fear of them; for 
nothing is covered that will not be re
vealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
utter in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim upon the house
tops. 2HAnd do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul; 
rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell.' 29Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one 
of them will fall to the ground without 
your Father's will. 30 But even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear 
not, therefore; you are of more value 
than many sparrows. 32 So every one 
who acknowledges me before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father 
who is in heaven; 3J but whoever denies 
me before men, I also will deny before 
my Father who is in heaven. 

34 "Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace on earth; I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword .. \5 For I 
have come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law; 36 and a man's foes 
will be those of his own household. 
37 He who loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me ; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me; 38 and he who 
does not take his cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. 39 He who finds his 
life will lose it, and he who loses his life 
for my sake will find it. 

Conditions of discipleship 
40 "He who receives you receives 

me, and he who receives me receives 
him who sent me. 41 He who receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet shall 
receive a prophet's reward, and he who 
receives a righteous man because he is a 
righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man's reward. 42And whoever gives to 
one of these little ones even a cup of 
cold water because he is a disciple, 
truly, I say to you, he shall not lose his 
reward." 

11 And when Jesus had finished in
structing his twelve disciples, he 

went on from there to teach and preach 
in their cities. 

2 Now when John heard in prison 
about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 
word by his disciples J and said to 
him, "Are you he who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?" 4And Jes us 
answered them, "Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: 5 the blind receive 
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good 
news preached to them. 0And blessed is 
he who takes no offense at me." 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds concerning John: 
"What did you go out into the wilder
ness to behold? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8 Why then did you go out? To 
see a mana clothed in soft raiment? Be
hold, those who wear soft raiment are 
in kings' houses. 9 Why then did you go 
out? To see a prophet?'' Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10 This is he 
of whom it is written, 

'Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, 

who shall prepare thy way before 
thee.' 

11 Truly, I say to you, among those 
born of women there has risen no one 
greater than John the Baptist; yet he 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. 12 From the days of 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
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LoRD of the sabbath 
of heaven has suffered violence,r and 
men of violence take it by force. 1.1 For 
all the prophets and the law prophesied 
until John; 14 and if you are willing to 
accept it, he is Eli'jah who is to come. 
15 He who has ears to hear,d let him hear. 

16 "But to what shall I compare this 
generation? It is like children sitting in 
the market places and calling to their 
playmates, 
17 'We piped to you, and you did not 

dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.' 

IH For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, 'He has a 
demon'; 19 the Son of man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is 
j usrified by her deeds."' 

20 Then he began to upbraid the 
cities where most of his mighty works 
had been done, because they did not 
repent. 21 "Woe to you, Chora'zin ! woe 
to you, Beth-sa'ida ! for if the mighty 
works done in you had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have re
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
22 But I tell you, it shall be more 
tolerable on the day of judgment for 
Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23And 
you, Caper'na-um, will you be exalted 
to heaven? You shall be brought down 
to Hades. For if the mighty works done 
in you had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day. 
24 But I tell you that it shall be more 
tolerable on the day of judgment for the 
land of Sodom than for you." 

25 At that time Jesus declared, "I 
thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earrh, that thou hast hidden these things 
from the wise and understanding and 
revealed them to babes; 26 yea, Father, 
for such was thy gracious will.f 27 All 
things have been delivered to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son ex
cept the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and any one to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
2x Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

11 MATTHEW 12 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light." 

12 At that rime Jesus went through 
the grainfields on the sabbath; 

his disciples were hungry, and they 
began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 
2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they 
said to him, "Look, your disciples are 
doing what is not lawful to do on the 
sabbath." 3 He said to them, "Have you 
not read what David did, when he was 
hungry, and those who were with him: 
4 how he entered the house of God and 
ate the bread of the Presence, which it 
was not lawful for him to eat nor for 
those who were with him, but only for 
the priests? s Or have you not read in 
the law how on the sabbath the priests 
in the temple profane the sabbath, and 
are guiltless? 6 I tell you, something 
greater than the temple is here. 7 And if 
you had known what this means, 'I de
sire mercy, and not sacrifice,' you would 
not have condemned the guiltless. 
8 For the Son of man is lord of the 
sabbath." 

9 And he went on from there, and 
entered their synagogue. '°And behold, 
there was a man with a withered hand. 
And they asked him, "Is it lawful to 
heal on the sabbath?" so that they might 
accuse him. 11 He said to them, "What 
man of you, if he has one sheep and it 
falls into a pit on the sabbath, will not 
lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of how 
much more value is a man than a sheep! 
So it is lawful to do good on the sab
bath." IJ Then he said to the man, 
"Stretch out your hand." And the man 
stretched it out, and it was restored, 
whole like the other. 14 But the Phari
sees went out and took counsel against 
him, how to destroy him. 

15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew 
from there. And many followed him, 
and he healed them all, 16 and ordered 
them not to make him known. I 7 This 
was to fulfil what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah: 
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MATTHEW 12 
18 "Behold, my servant whom I have 

chosen, 
my beloved with whom my soul is 

well pleased. 
will put my Spirit upon him, 
and he shall proclaim justice to 

the Gentiles. 
19 He will not wrangle or cry aloud, 

nor will any one hear his voice m 
the streets; 

20 he will not break a bruised reed 
or quench a smoldering wick, 

till he brings justice to victory; 
21 and in his name will the Gentiles 

hope." 

12 

22 Then a blind and dumb demoniac 
was brought to him, and he healed him, 
so that the dumb man spoke and saw. 
2-IAnd all the people were amazed, and 
said, "Can this be the Son of David?" 
24 But when the Pharisees heard it they 
said, "It is only by Be-el'zebul, the 
prince of demons, that this man casts 
out demons." 25 Knowing their thoughts, 
he said to them, "Every kingdom 
divided against itself is laid waste, and 
no city or house divided against itself 
will stand; 26 and if Satan casts out 
Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how then will his kingdom stand? 27And 
if I cast out demons by Be-el'zebul, by 
whom do your sons cast them out? 
Therefore they shall be your judges. 
28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that 
I cast out demons, then the kingdom 
of God has come upon you. 29 Or how 
can one enter a strong man's house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds 
the strong man? Then indeed he may 
plunder his house. 30 He who is not 
with me is against me, and he who does 
not gather with me scatters. 31 There
fore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy 
will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy 
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 
-'2And whoever says a word against the 
Son of man will be forgiven; but who
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven, either in this age or in 
the age to come. 

33 "Either make the tree good, and 
its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and 

God's chosen servant 
its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its 
fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! how can 
you speak good, when you are evil? For 
out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks. 35 The good man out of 
his good treasure brings forth good, and 
the evil man out of his evil treasure 
brings forth evil. 36 I tell you, on the day 
of judgment men will render account 
for every careless word they utter; 3 7 for 
by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned." 

38 Then some of the scribes and 
Pharisees said to him, "Teacher, we 
wish to see a sign from you." 39 But he 
answered them, "An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks for a sign; but no sign 
shall be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly 
of the whale, so will the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth. 41 The men of Nin'eveh 
will arise at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it; for they re
pented at the preaching of Jonah, and 
behold, something greater than Jonah 
is here. 42 The queen of the South will 
arise at the judgment with this genera
tion and condemn it; for she came from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wis
dom of Solomon, and behold, some
thing greater than Solomon is here. 

43 "When the unclean spirit has gone 
out of a man, he passes through water
less places seeking rest, but he finds 
none. 44 Then he says, 'I will return to 
my house fr.om which I came.' And 
when he comes he finds it empty, swept, 
and put in order. 45 Then he goes and 
brings with him seven other spirits more 
evil than himself, and they enter and 
dwell there; and the last state of that 
man becomes worse than the first. So 
shall it be also with this evil genera
tion." 

46 While he was still speaking to the 
people, behold, his mother and his 
brothers stood outside, asking to speak 
to him." 48 But he replied to the man 
who told him, "Who is my mother, and 
who are my brothers?" 49And stretching 
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Parable of the sower 
out his hand toward his disciples, he 
said, "Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 50 For whoever does the will 
of my Father in heaven is my brother, 
and sister, and mother." 

13 That same day Jesus went out 
of the house and sat beside the 

sea. 2And great crowds gathered about 
him, so that he got into a boat and sat 
there; and the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: "A sower went out 
to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they had not 
much soil, and immediately they 
sprang up, since they had no depth of 
soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were 
scorched ; and since they had no root 
they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell 
upon thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. H Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9 He who has ears,h let him hear." 

10 Then the disciples came and said 
to him, "Why do you speak to them in 
parables?" 11And he answered them, 
"To you it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given. 12 For to 
him who has will more be given, and he 
will have abundance; but from him 
who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. 13 This is why I speak to 
them in parables, because seeing they 
do not see, and hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they understand. 14 With 
them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of 
Isaiah which says: 

'You shall indeed hear but never 
understand, 

and you shall indeed see but never 
perceive. 

15 For this people's heart has grown 
dull, 

and their ears are heavy of hearing, 
and their eyes they have dosed, 

lest they should perceive with their 
eyes, 

and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 

and turn for me to heal them.' 

13 MATTHEW 13 
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they 
see, and your ears, for they hear. 
17 Truly, I say to you, many prophets 
and righteous men longed to see what 
you see, and did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear, and did not hear it. 

18 "Hear then the parable of the 
sower. 19 When any one hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in his heart; this is what 
was sown along the path. 20As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is he 
who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no 
root in himself, but endures for a 
while, and when tribulation or persecu
tion arises on account of the word, im
mediately he falls away.i 'Z2As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is he who 
hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the delight in riches choke 
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As 
for what was sown on good soil, this is 
he who hears the word and understands 
it; he indeed bears fruit, and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty." 

24 Another parable he put before 
them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field; 25 but while men 
were sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
went away. 26 So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds ap
peared also. 27 And the servantsJ of the 
householder came and said to him, 
'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? How then has it weeds?' 2H He 
said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' 
The servantsJ said to him, 'Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?' 29 But 
he said, 'No; lest in gathering the weeds 
you root up the wheat along with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.' " 

31 Another parable he put before 
them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven 
is like a grain of mustard seed which a 
man took and sowed in his field; 32 it is 
the smallest of all seeds, but when it has 
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MATTHEW 13 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and make nests in its 
branches." 

33 He told them another parable. 
"The kingdom of heaven is like leaven 
which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of flour, till it was all leavened." 

34 All this Jes us said to the crowds 
in parables; indeed he said nothing to 
them without a parable. 35 This was to 
fulfil what was spoken by the prophet:'" 

"I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will utter what has been hidden 

since the foundation of the 
world." 

14 

36 Then he left the crowds and went 
into the house. And his disciples came 
to him, saying, "Explain to us the par
able of the weeds of the field." J7 He 
answered, "He who sows the good seed 
is the Son of man; 38 the field is the 
world, and the good seed means the 
sons of the kingdom ; the weeds are the 
sons of the evil one, W and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil; the har
vest is the close of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds 
are gathered and burned with fire, so 
will it be at the close of the age. 41 The 
Son of man will send his angels, and 
they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and 
throw them into the furnace of fire; 
there men will weep and gnash their 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

44 "The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and covered up; then in his joy 
he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. 

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 
46 who, on finding one pearl of great 
value, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 

47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a net which was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind; 48 when 
it was full, men drew it ashore and sat 
down and sorted the good into vessels 
but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be 

Parables of the kingdom 
at the close of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous, so and throw them into the 
furnace of fire; there men will weep and 
gnash their teeth. 

51 "Have you understood all this?" 
They said to him, "Yes." 52And he said 
to them, "Therefore every scribe who 
has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like a householder who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old." 

53 And when Jesus had finished these 
parables, he went away from there, 
54 and coming to his own country he 
taught them in their synagogue, so that 
they were astonished, and said, "Where 
did this man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works? 55 Is not this the car
penter's son? Is not his mother called 
Mary? And are not his brothers James 
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 
56And are not all his sisters with us? 
Where then did this man get all this?" 
57And they took offense at him. But 
Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own coun
try and in his own house." 58 And he did 
not do many mighty works there, be
cause of their unbelief. 

14 At that time Herod the te
trarch heard about the fame of 

Jesus; 2 and he said to his servants, 
"This is John the.Baptist, he has been 
raised from the dead; that is why these 
powers are at work in him." ·'For 
Herod had seized John and bound him 
and put him in prison, for the sake of 
Hero'di-as, his brother Philip's wife;' 
4 because John said to him, "It is not 
lawful for you to have her." 5And 
though he wanted to put him to death, 
he feared the people, because they held 
him to be a prophet. 6 But when 
Herod's birthday came, the daughter of 
Hero'di-as danced before the company, 
and pleased Herod, 7 so that he 
promised with an oath to give her what
ever she might ask. 8 Prompted by her 
mother, she said, "Give me the head of 
John the Baptist here on a planer." 
9 And the king was sorry; but because of 
his oaths and his guests he commanded 
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W a/king on the sea 
it to be given; 10 he sent and had John 
beheaded in the prison, 11 and his head 
was brought on a planer and given to 
the girl, and she brought it to her 
mother. 12And his disciples came and 
took the body and buried it; and they 
went and told Jesus. 

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a 
lonely place apart. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from 
the towns. 14As he went ashore he saw a 
great throng; and he had compassion on 
them, and healed their sick. 15 When it 
was evening, the disciples came to him 
and said, "This is a lonely place, and the 
day is now over; send the crowds away 
to go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves." 16 Jesus said, "They need 
not go away; you give them some
thing to eat." 17 They said to him, 
"We have only five loaves here and two 
fish." IBAnd he said, "Bring them here 
to me." 19 Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass; and taking the 
five loaves and the two fish he looked up 
to heaven, and blessed, and broke and 
gave the loaves to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 
20And they all ate and were satisfied. 
And they took up twelve baskets full of 
the broken pieces left over. 21And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 

22 Then he made the disciples get 
into the boat and go before him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. 2JAnd after he had dismissed 
the crowds, he went up on the moun
tain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat 
by this time was many furlongs distant 
from the land, m beaten by the waves; for 
the wind was against them. 2 5 And in the 
fourth watch of the night he came to 
them, walking on the sea. 26 But when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were terrified, saying, "It is a 
~host!" And they cried out for fear. 

7 But immediately he spoke to them, 
saying,"Take heart, it is I; have no fear." 

28 And Peter answered him, "Lord, 
if it is you, bid me come to you on the 

15 MA1THEW 15 
water." 29 He said, "Come." So Peter 
got out of the boat and walked on the 
water and came to Jesus; JO but when 
he saw the wind,• he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, 
save me." JI Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, "O man of little faith, why did you 
doubt?" l2And when they got into the 
boat, the wind ceased. llAnd those in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly 
you are the Son of God." 

34 And when they had crossed over, 
they came to land at Gennes'aret. l5And 
when the men of that place recognized 
him, they sent round to all that region 
and brought to him all that were sick, 
36 and besought him that they might 
only touch the fringe of his garment; 
and as many as touched it were made 
well. 

ls Then Pharisees and scribes 
came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 

said, 2 "Why do your disciples trans
gress the tradition of the elders? For 
they do not wash their hands when they 
eat." J He answered them, "And why 
do you transgress the commandment of 
God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For 
God commanded, 'Honor your father 
and your mother,' and, 'He who speaks 
evil of father or mother, let him surely 
die.' 5 But you say, 'If any one tells his 
father or his mother, What you would 
have gained from me is given to God," 
he need not honor his father.' 6 So, for 
the sake of your tradition, you have 
made void the wordv of God. 7 You 
hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you, when he said : 
H 'This people honors me with their 

lips, 
but their heart is far from me; 

9 in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of 

men.'" 
10 And he called the people to him 

and said to them, "Hear and under
stand: 11 not what goes into the mouth 
defiles a man, but what comes out of the 
mouth, this defiles a man." 12 Then the 
disciples came and said to him, "Do you 
know that the Pharisees were offended 

111 Other ancicm authorities read was out on the sea n Other ancient authorities read s1rong wind 
'
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MATTHEW 15 16 
when they heard this saying?" 13 He 
answered, "Every plant which my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be 
rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are 
blind guides. And if a blind man leads a 
blind man, both will fall into a pit." 
15 But Peter said to him, "Explain the 
parable to us." l6And he said, "Are you 
also still without understanding? 17 Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the 
mouth passes into the stomach, and so 
passes on? 11 18 But what comes out of 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 
this defiles a man. l 9 For out of the heart 
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
20 These are what defile a man; but to 
eat with unwashed hands does not defile 
a man." 
--Zl And Jesus went away from there 
and withdrew to the district ofTvre and 
Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and 
cried, "Have mercv on me, 0 Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is severely 
possessed by a demon." 23 But he did 
not answer her a word. And his disciples 
came and begged him, saying, "Send 
her away, for she is crying after us." 
24 He answered, "I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel." 25 But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, 
"Lord, help me." 26And he answered, 
"It is not fair to take the children's 
bread and throw it to the dogs." c7 She 
said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall from their masters' 
table." 28 Then Jesus answered her, "O 
woman, great is your faith! Be it done 
for you as you desire." And her 
daughter was healed instantly. 
_, 29 And Jesus went on from there and 
passed along the Sea of Galilee. And he 
went up on the mountain, and sat down 
there . .lOAnd great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, the 
maimed, the blind, the dumb, and many 
others, and they put them at his feet, 
and he healed them, 31 so that the 
throng wondered, when they saw the 
dumb speaking, the maimed whole, the 
lame walking, and the blind seeing; and 
they glorified the God of Israel. 

Feeding the four thousand 
32 Then Jes us called his disciples to 

him and said, "I have compassion on 
the crowd, because they have been with 
me now three days, and ha,·e nothing to 
eat; and I am unwilling to send them 
away hungry, lest they faint on the 
way." 33And the disciples said to him, 
"Where are we to get bread enough in 
the desert to feed so great a crowd?" 
34And Jesus said to them, "How many 
loaves have you?" They said, "Seven, 
and a few small fish." 35And com
manding the crowd to sit down on the 
ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and 
the fish, and having given thanks he 
broke them and gave them to the dis
ciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowds. 37And they all ate and were 
satisfied; and they took up seven 
baskets full of the broken pieces left 
over. 38 Those who ate were four thou
sand men, besides women and children. 
39And sending away the crowds, he got 
into the boat and went to the region of 
Mag'adan. 

16 And the Pharisees and Sad' -
ducees came, and to test him they 

asked him to show them a sign from 
heaven. 2 He answered them,' "When 
it is evening, you say, 'It will be fair 
weather; for the sky is red.' 3And in the 
morning, 'It will be stormy today, for 
the sky is red and threatening.' You 
know how to interpret the appearance of 
the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulter
ous generation seeks for a sign, but 
no sign shall be given to it except the 
sign of Jonah." So he left them and de
parted. 

5 When the disciples reached the 
other side, they had forgotten to bring 
any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, "Take 
heed and beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sad'ducees." 7And they 
discussed it among themselves, saying, 
"We brought no bread." 8 But Jesus, 
aware of this, said, "O men of little 
faith, why do you discuss among your
selves the fact that you have no bread? 
9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you not 
remember the five loaves of the five 
thousand, and how many baskets you 
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Peter's confessum 17 MATTHEW 17 
gathered? IO Or the seven loaves of the follow me. 25 For whoever would savo:: 
four thousand, and how many baskets his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
you gathered? 11 How is it that you fail life for my sake will find it. 26 For what 
co perceive that I did not speak about will it profit a man, if he gains the whole 
bread? Beware of the leaven of the world and forfeits his life? Or what shall 
Pharisees and Sad'ducees." 12 Then a man give in return for his life? 27 For 
they understood that he did not tell the Son of man is to come with his an
them to beware of the leaven of bread, gels in the glory of his Father, and then 
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and he will repay every man for what he has 
Sad'ducees. done. 28 Truly, I say co you, therMFe 

13 Now when Jesus came into the some standing here who will nor caste 
district of Caesare'a Philippi, he asked death before they see the Son of man 
his disciples, "Who do men say that the coming in his kingdom." 
Son of man is?" I4And they said, "Some 17 And after six days Jesus took 
say John the Baptise, others say Eli'jah, with him Peter and James and 
and others Jeremiah or one of the John his brother, and led chem up a 
prophets." 15 He said to chem, "But high mountain apart. 2And he was 
who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon transfigured before them, and his face 
Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the shone like the sun, and his garments 
Son of the living God." 17And Jesus became white as light. 3And behold, 
answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon there appeared to them Moses and 
Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not Eli'jah, talking with him. 4And Peter 
revealed this to you, but my Father said to Jes us, "Lord, it is well that we 
who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are here; if you wish, I will make three 
are Peter,' and on this rock1 I will build booths here, one for you and one for 
my church, and the powers of deathu Moses and one for Eli'jah." s He was 
shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, overshadowed chem, and a voice from 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be the cloud said, "This is my beloved 
bound in heaven, and whatever you Son, w with whom I am well pleased; 
loose on earth shall be loosed in listen co him." 6 When the disciples 
heaven." 20 Then he strictly charged the heard this, they fell on their faces, and 
disciples to tell no one that he was the were filled with awe. 7 Bur Jesus came 
Christ. -land touched them, saying, "Rise, and 

21 From that time Jesus began to have no fear." BAnd when they lifted up 
show his disciples that he must go to their eyes, they saw no one bur Jesus 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from only. 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, 9 And as they were coming down the 
and be killed, and on the third day be mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
raised. Z2And Peter rook him and began "Tell no one the vision, until the Son of 
to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid, man is raised from the dead." IOAnd 
Lord! This shall never happen to you." the disciples asked him, "Then why do 
23 But he turned and said to Peter, the scribes say that first Eli'jah muse 
"Ger behind me, Satan! You are a come?" 11 He replied, "Eli'jah does 
hindrance" to me; for you are not on come, and he is to restore all things; 
the side of God, but of men." 12 but I tell you that Eli'jah has already 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If come, and they did nor know him, bur 
any man would come after me, let him did to him whatever they pleased. So 
deny himself and take up his cross and also the Son of man will suffer at their 
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MATTHEW 17 
hands." 13 Then the disciples under
stood that he was speaking to them of 
John the Baptist. 

14 And when they came to the 
crowd, a man came up to him and 
kneeling before him said, IS "Lord, 
have mercy on my son, for he is an epi
leptic and he suffers terribly; for often 
he falls into the fire, and often into the 
water. 16And I brought him to your 
disciples, and they could not heal him." 
17And Jesus answered, "O faithless and 
perverse generation, how long am I to 
be with you? How long am I to bear 
with you? Bring him here to me." 18And 
Jesus rebuked him, and the demon 
came out of him, and the boy was cured 
instantly. 19 Then the disciples came to 
Jesus privately and said, "Why could 
we not cast it out?" 20 He said to them, 
"Because of your little faith. For truly, 
I say to you, if you have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, 'Move from here 
to there,' and it will move; 
and nothing will be impossible to 
you.''x 

22 As they were gatheringY in Galilee, 
Jesus said to them, "The Son of man 
is to be delivered into the hands of men, 
23 and they will kill him, and he will be 
raised on the third day." And they were 
greatly distressed. 

24 When they came to Caper'na-um, 
the collectors of the half-shekel tax 
went up to Peter and said, "Does not 
your teacher pay the tax?" 25 He said, 
"Yes." And when he came home, Jesus 
spoke to him first, saying, "What do you 
think, Simon? From whom do kings of 
the earth take toll or tribute? From 
their sons or from others?" 26And when 
he said, "From others," Jesus said to 
him, "Then the sons are free. 27 How
ever, not to give offense to them, go to 
the sea and cast a hook, and take the 
first fish that comes up, and when you 
open its mouth you will find a shekel; 
take that and give ·it to them for me and 
for yourself." 

18 The lost sheep 

18 At that time the disciples came 
to Jesus, saying, "Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 
2And calling to him a child, he put him 
in the midst of them, 'and said, 
"Truly, I say to you, unless you turn 
and becorpe like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whoever humbles himself like this 
child, he is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

5 "Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me; 6 but whoever 
causes one of these little ones who be
lieve in me to sin, z it would be better 
for him to have a great millstone fas
tened round his neck·and to be drowned 
in the depth of the sea. 

7 "Woe to the world for temptations 
to sin!• For it is necessary that tempta
tions come, but woe to the man by 
whom the temptation comes! BAnd if 
your hand or your foot causes you to 
sin,' cut it off and throw it away; it 
is bener for you to enter life maimed or 
lame than with two hands or two feet 
to be thrown into the eternal fire. YAnd 
if your eye causes you to sin, z pluck it 
out and throw it away; it is bener 
for you to enter life with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into the 
hell b of fire. 

IO "See that you do not despise one 
of these linle ones; for I tell you that in 
heaven their angels always behold the 
face of my Father who is in heaven.' 
12 What do you think? If a man has a 
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety
nine on the mountains and go in search 
of the one that went astray? UAnd if he 
finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices 
over it more than over the ninety-nine 
that never went astray. 14 So it is not the 
will of myd Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. 

15 "If your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault, between you 
and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. 16 But if he 
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The debtor servant 19 MATTHEW 19 
does not listen, take one or two others sought me; 33 and should not you have 
along with you, that every word may be had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 
confirmed by the evidence of two or had mercy on you?' 34And in anger his 
three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen lord delivered him to the jailers,'' till he 
to them, tell it to the church; and if he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my 
refuses to listen even to the church, let heavenly Father will do to every one of 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax you, if you do not forgive your brother 
collector. IM Truly, I say to you, what- from your heart." 
ever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

19 
Now when Jesus had finished 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. I9Again I say these sayings, he went away from 
to you, if two of you agree on earth Galilee and entered_ t

2
he region of Judea 

about anything they ask, it will be done beyond the .Jordan, and large crowds 
for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For followed him, and he healed them 
where two or three are gathered in my there. . . 
name, there am I in the midst of them." 3 And_ Phansces _cam~, up_to him and 

21 Then Peter came up and sai~o i:sted hrm ,bY ::isking, Is It la~f~l to 
him "Lord how often shall my brother divorce one s wife for any cause. He 
sin ~gainst ~e, and I forgive him? As answered, "Have you not read t!1at. he 
many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to who made them from the 

5
begmnmg 

him, "I do not say to you seven times, i;nade them male and female, and sa1~, 
but seventy times seven.' For this reason a man s11;al! leave h~s 

23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven fa~her and mother and be iomed to his 
may be compared to a king who wished wife', and the two shall become one 
to settle accounts with his servants. flesh ? "So they arc no longer two but 
24 When he began the reckoning, one ?":e flesh. What therefore God has 
was brought to him who owed him ten iomed together, let not man put asun
thousand talents/ 25 and as he could not der." 7 They said to him, "Why the_n 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, did Moses command one to give a ceru
with his wife and children and all that ficate of divorce, and to put her away?" 
he had, and payment co be made. 26 So 'He said to them, "For your hardness 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring of heart Moses allowed you to divorce 
him, 'Lord, have patience with me, and your wives, but from the beginning it 
I will pay you everything.' 27 And out of was not so. 9 And I say to you: who
pity for him the lord of that servant re- ever divor.ces his wife, except for 
leased him and forgave him the debt. unchastity/ and marries another, com-
2x But that same servant, as he went out, mies adultery.'" 
came upon one of his fellow servants 10 The disciples said to him, "If such 
who owed him a hundred denarii; a is the case of a man with his wife, it is 
and seizing him by the throat he said, not expedient to marry." 11 But he said 
'Pay what you owe.' 2'1 So his fellow to them, "Not all men can receive this 
servant fell down and besought him, saying, but only those to whom it is 
'Have patience with me, and I will pay ~ivcn. 12 For there are eunuchs who 
you.' ·111 He refused and went and put have been so from birth, and there are 
him in prison till he should pay the eunuchs who have been made eunuchs 
debt. \I When his fellow servants saw by men, and there are eunuchs who 
what had taken place, they were greatly have made themselves eunuchs for the 
distressed, and they went and reported sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who 
to their lord all that had taken place. is able to receive this, let him receive 
.\2 Then his lord summoned him and it." 
said to him, 'You wicked servant! I for- 13 Then children were brought to 
gave you all that debt because you be- him that he might lay his hands on them 
•'Or 1,·~·0H1'-1L·1·01 um,·1 !This 1alem was more than fifteen years' wages ol a laborer 
~Thl· d1:nar1u~ was a Jay·~ wage for a laborer hGreek 1or111rt!rs 
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MATTHEW 19 20 Laborers in the vineyard 
and pray. The disciples rebuked the many that are first will be last, and the 
people; 14 but Jes us said, "Let the last first. 
children corrie to me, and do not hinder 20 "For the kingdom of heaven is 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom like a householder who went out 
of heaven." ISAnd he laid his hands on early in the morning to hire laborers for 
them and went away. his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 

16 And behold, one came up to him, laborers for a denariusm a day, he sent 
saying, "Teacher, what good deed them into his vineyard. 3And going out 
must I do, to have eternal life?" 17 And about the third hour he saw others 
he said to him, "Why do you ask me standing idle in the market place; 4 and 
about what is good? One there is who is to them he said, 'You go into the vine
good. If you would enter life, keep the yard too, and whatever is right I will 
commandments." 18 He said to him, give you.' So they went. 5 Going out 
"Which?" And Jesus said, "You shall again about the sixth hour and the 
not kill, You shall not commit adultery, ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about 
You shall not steal, You shall not bear the eleventh hour he went out and 
false witness, l<J Honor your father and found others standing; and he said to 
mother, and, You shall love your them, 'Why do you stand here idle all 
neighbor as yourself." 20 The young day?' 7 They said to him, 'Because no 
man said to him, "All these I have ob- one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You 
served; what do I still lack?" 21 Jesus go into the vineyard too.' HAnd when 
said to him, "If you would be perfect, evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
go, sell what you possess and give to the said to his steward, 'Call the laborers 
poor, and you will have treasure in and pay them their wages, beginning 
heaven; and come, follow me." 22 When with the last, up to the first.' 9And when 
the young man heard this he went away those hired about the eleventh hour 
sorrowful; for he had great possessions. came, each of them received a denarius. 

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, 10 Now when the first came, they 
"Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a thought they would receive more; but 
rich man to enter the kingdom of each of them also received a denarius. 
heaven. 24Again I tell you, it is easier for 11And on receiving it they grumbled at 
a camel to go through the eye of a the householder, 12 saying, 'These last 
needle than for a rich man to enter the worked only one hour, and you have 
kingdom of God." 25 When the disciples made them equal to us who have borne 
heard this they were greatly astonished, the burden of the day and the scorching 
saying, '"Who then can be saved?" heat.' 13 But he replied to one of them, 
26 But Jesus looked at them and said to 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
them, "With men this is impossible, but you not agree with me for a denarius) 
with God all things are possible." 14 Take what belongs to you, and go; I 
27 Then Peter said in reply, "Lo, we choose to give to this last as I give to 
have left everything and followed you. you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 
What then shall we have?" 28 Jesus said choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
to them, "Truly, I say to you, in the you begrudge my generosity?'" 16 So 
new world, when the Son of man shall the last will be first, and the first last." 
sit on his glorious throne, you who have 17 And as Jesus was going up to 
followed me will also sit on twelve Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of aside, and on the way he said to them, 
Israel. 29And every one who has left 18 "Behold, we are going up to Jeru
houses or brothers or sisters or father or s:rlem; and the Son of man will be de
mother or children or lands, for my livered to the chief priests and scribes, 
name's sake, will receive a hundred- and they will condemn him to death, 
fold/ and inherit eternal life. 30 But l'J and deliver him to the Gentiles to be 
l Ocher ancient authorities read m.imfo/d_ m The Jenariu~ wa., a day·, wagl· for a laborer 
n Or is your eye evil because I am good? 
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Entry into Jerusalem 
mocked and scourged and crucified, and 
he will be raised on the third day." 

20 Then the mother of the sons of 
Zeb'edee came up to him, with her sons, 
and kneeling before him she asked him 
for something. 21And he said to her, 
"What do you want?" She said to him, 
"Command that these two sons of mine 
may sit, one at your right hand and one 
at your left, in your kingdom." 22 But 
Jesus answered, "You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I am to drink?" They said to 
him, "We are able." 23 He said to them, 
"You will drink my cup, but to sit at 
my right hand and at my left is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared by my 
Father." 24And when the ten heard it, 
they were indignant at the two brothers. 
25 But Jesus called them to him and said, 
"You know that the rulers of the Gen
tiles lord it over them, and their great 
men exercise authority over them. 26 It 
shall not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave; 28 even 
as the Son of man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for 'Tiany." 

29 And as they went out of Jericho, 
a great crowd followed him. 30And 
behold, two blind men sitting by the 
roadside, when they heard that Jesus 
was passing by, cried out," "Have 
mercy on us, Son of David!" 31 The 
crowd rebuked them, telling them to 
be silent; but they cried out the more, 
"Lord, have mercy on us, Son of Da
vid!" .12And Jesus stopped and called 
them, saying, "What do you want me 
to do for you?" 33 They said to him, 
"Lord, let our eyes be opened." 34And 
Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and 
immediately they received their sight 
and followed him. 

21 And when they drew near to 
Jerusalem and came to Beth'

phage, to the Mount of Olives, then 
Jes us sent two disciples, 2 saying to 
them, "Go into the village opposite you, 

21 MATTHEW 21 
and immediately you will find an ass 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If any one says any
thing to you, you shall say, 'The Lord 
has need of them,' and he will send 
them immediately." 4 This took place 
to fulfil what was spoken by the proph
et, saying, 
s "Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on an ass, 
and on a colt, the foal of an ass." 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus 
had directed them; 7 they brought the 
ass and the colt, and put their garments 
on them, and he sat thereon. 8 Most of 
the crowd spread their garments on the 
road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9And 
the crowds that went before him and 
that followed him shouted, "Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord ! Ho
sanna in the highest!" IOAnd when he 
entered Jerusalem, all the city was 
stirred, saying, "Who is this?" llAnd 
the crowds said, "This is the prophet 
Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee." 

12 And Jesus entered the temple of 
Godv and drove out all who sold and 
bought in the temple, and he over
turned the cables of the money
changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. 13 He said to them, "It is writ
ten, 'My house shall be called a house 
of prayer'; but you make it a den of 
robbers." 

14 And the blind and the lame came 
to him in the temple, and he healed 
them. 15 But when the chief priests and 
the scribes saw the wonderful things 
that he did, and the children crying out 
in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David!" they were indignant; 16 and 
they said to him, "Do you hear what 
these are saying?" And Jesus said to 
them, "Yes; have you never read, 

1 'Out of the mouth of babes and 
j sucklings 
· thou hast brought perfect praise'?" 

17And leaving them, he went out of the 
city to Bethany and lodged there. 
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MATTHEW 21 22 Question about authority 
18 In the morning, as he was return-~ots believed him; and even when you 

ing to the city, he was hungry. 19And saw it, you did not afterward repent and 
seeing a fig tree by the wayside he went · ve him. 
to it, and found nothing on it but leaves 33 ''Hear another parable. There was 
only. And he said to it, "May no fruit a householder who planted a vineyard, 
ever come from you again!" And the and set a hedge around it, and dug a 
fig tree withered at once. 20 When the wine press in it, and built a tower, and 
disciples saw it they marveled, saying, let it out to tenants, and went into an
"How did the fig tree wither at once?" other country. 34 When the season of 
21And Jesus answered them, "Truly, I fruit drew near, he sent his servants to 
say to you, if you have faith and never the tenants, to get his fruit; 35 and the 
doubt, you will not only do what has tenants took his servants and beat one, 
been done to the fig tree, but even if you killed another, and stoned another. 
say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and 36Again he sent other servants, more 
cast into the sea,' it will be done. 22And than the first; and they did the same to 
whatever you ask in prayer, you will re- them. 37 Afterward he sent his son to 
ceive, if you have faith." them, saying, 'They will respect my 

23 And when he entered the temple, son.' 38 But when the tenants saw the 
the chief priests and the elders of the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the 
people came up to him as he was teach- heir; come, let us kill him and have his 
ing, and said, "By what authority are inheritance.' 39And they took him and 
you doing these things, and who gave cast him out of the vineyard, and killed 
you this authority?" 24 Jesus answered him. 40 When therefore the owner of the 
them, "I also will ask you a question; vineyard comes, what will he \:lo to those 
and if you tell me the answer, then I tenants?" 41 They said to him, "He will 
also will tell you by what authority I do put those wretches to a miserable death, 
these things. 2s The baptism of John, and let out the vineyard to other tenants 
whence was it? From heaven or from who will give him the fruits in their 
men?" And they argued with one an- seasons." 
other, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he 42 Jesus said to them, "Have you 
will say to us, 'Why then did you not never read in the scriptures: 
believe him?' 26 But if we say, 'From 'The very stone which the builders 
men,' we are afraid of the multitude; for rejected 
all hold that John was a prophet." 27 So has become the head of the corner; 
they answered Jesus, "We do not this was the Lord's doing, 
know." And he said to them, "Neither and it is marvelous in our eyes'? 
will I tell you by what authority I do ·B Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 
these things. God will be taken away from you and 

- 28 "What do you think? A man had given to a nation producing the fruits 
two sons; and he went to the first and of it."" 
said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard 45 When the chief priests and the 
today.' 29And he answered, 'I will not'; Pharisees heard his parables, they per
but afterward he repented and went. ceived that he was speaking about 
30And he went to the second and said them. 46 But when they tried to arrest 
the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir,' him, they feared the multitudes, be
but did not go. 31 Which of the two did cause they held him to be a prophet. 
the will of his father?" They said, "The~ And again Jesus spoke to them 
first." Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say in parables, saying, 2 "The king-
to you, the tax collectors and the harlots om of heaven may be compared to _a 
go into the kingdom of God before you. ing who gave a marriage feast for his 
32 For John came to you in the way of son, 3 and sent his servants to call those 
righteousness, and you did not believe who were invited to the marriage feast; 
him, but the tax collectors and the har- but they would not come. 4Again he sent 

q Other ancient authorities add verse 44, "A,,d ht' who falls 011 this Ho111..· will be brokt'71 rv pfr~Ys; b11r ~~·ho1 ir /.ills 
°'' a11v one, ir will crush him" 
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Paying taxes to Caesar 23 MATIHEW 22 
other servants, saying, 'Tell those who 
are invited, Behold, I have made ready 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 
are killed, and everything is ready; 
come to the marriage feast.' s But they 
made light of it and went off, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6 while 
the rest seized his servants, treated 
them shamefully, and killed them. 
7 The king was angry, and he sent his 
troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. 8 Then he said to 
his servants, 'The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 
therefore to the thoroughfares, and in
vite to the marriage feast as many as you 
find.' lOAnd those servants went out 
into the streets and gathered all whom 
they found, both bad and good; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 "But when the king came in to 
look at the guests, he saw there a man 
who had no wedding garment; 12 and 
he said to him, 'Friend, how did you 
get in here without a wedding gar
ment?' And he was speechless. 13 Then 
the king said to the attendants, 'Bind 
him hand and foot, and cast him into 
the outer darkness; there men will weep 
and gnash their teeth.' 14 For many are 
called, but few are chosen." 

15 Then the Pharisees went and took 
counsel how to entangle him in his talk. 
16And they sent their disciples to him, 
along with the Hero'di-ans, saying, 
"Teacher, we know that you are true, 
and teach the way of God truthfully, 
and care for no man; for you do not 
regard the position of men. 17 Tell us, 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar, or not?" 18 But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, "Why put 
me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show 
me the money for the tax." And they 
brought him a coin." 20And Jesus said 
to them, "Whose likeness and inscrip
tion is this?" 21 They said, "Caesar's." 
Then he said to them, "Render there
fore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's." 22 When they heard it, they 
marveled; and they left him and went 
away. 

23 The same day Sad'ducees came to 
him, who say that there is no resurrec
tion; and they asked him a question, 
24 saying, "Teacher, Moses said, 'If a 
man dies, having no children, his 
brother must marry the widow, and 
raise up children for his brother.' 
25 Now there were seven brothers 
among us; the first married, and died, 
and having no children left his wife to 
his brother. 26 So too the second and 
third, down to the seventh. 27After 
them all, the woman died. 28 In the 
resurrection, therefore, to which of the 
seven will she be wife? For they all had 
her." 

29 But Jesus answered them, "You 
are wrong, because you know neither 
the scriptures nor the power of God. 
30 For in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but 
are like angels" in heaven. 31And as for 
the resurrection of the dead, have you 
not read what was said to you by God, 
32 'I am the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 
He is not God of the dead, but of the 
living.'' 33And when the crowd heard it, 
they were astonished at his teaching. 

34 But when the Pharisees heard that 
he had silenced the Sad'ducees, they 
came together. 35And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question, to test 
him. 36 "Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?" 37And he 
said to him, "You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind. 
38 This is the great and first command
ment. 39And a second is like it, You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
40 On these two commandments depend 
all the law and the prophets." 

41 Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them a 
question, 42 saying, "What do you think 
of the Christ? Whose son is he?" They 
said to him, "The son of David." 43 He 
said to them, "How is it then that 
David, inspired by the Spirit,' calls him 
Lord, saying, 
44 'The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 
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MATTHEW 22 24 Woe to scribe and Pharisee 
till I put thy enemies under thy feet'? 

4; If David thus calls him Lord, how is 
he his son?" 46And no one was able to 
answer him a word, nor from that day 
did any one dare to ask him any more 
questions. 

23 Then said Jesus to the crowds 
and to his disciples, 2 "The 

scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' 
seat; J so practice and observe whatever 
they tell you, but not what they do; for 
they preach, but do not practice. 4 They 
bind heavy burdens, hard to bear," and 
lay them on men's shoulders; but they 
themselves will not move them with 
their finger. s They do all their deeds to 
be seen by men; for they make their 
phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long, 6 and they love the place of honor 
at feasts and the best seats in the syna
gogues, 7 and salutations in the market 
places, and being called rabbi by men. 
8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for 
you have one teacher, and you are all 
brethren. 9And call no man your fa
ther on earth, for you have one Father, 
who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called 
masters, for you have one master, the 
Christ. 11 He who is greatest among you 
shall be your servant; 12 whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted. 

13 "But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut 
the kingdom of heaven against men; for 
you neither enter yourselves, nor allow 
those who would enter to go in.,. 15 Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo
crites! for you traverse sea and land to 
make a single proselyte, and when he 
becomes a proselyte, you make him 
twice as much a child of hell w as 
yourselves. 

16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who 
say, 'If any one swears by the temple, it 
is nothing; but if any one swears by the 
gold of the temple, he is bound by his 
oath.' 17 You blind fools! For which is 
greater, the gold or the temple that has 
made the gold sacred? IBAnd you say, 'If 

u Other ancient authorities omit hard to bea,.. 

any one swears by the altar, it is noth
ing; but if any one swears by the gift 
that is on the altar, he is bound by his 
oath.' 19 You blind men! For which is 
greater, the gift or the altar that makes 
the gift sacred? 20 So he who swears by 
the altar, swears by it and by everything 
on it; 21 and he who swears by the tem
ple, swears by it and by him who dwells 
in it; 22 and he who swears by heaven, 
swears by the throne of God and by him 
who sits upon it. 

23 "Woe to you, scribes and Phari
sees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and 
dill and cumrnin, and have neglected 
the weightier matters of the law, justice 
and mercy and faith; these you ought 
to have done, without neglecting the 
others. 24 You blind guides, straining 
out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

25 "Woe to you, scribes and Phari
sees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the 
outside of the cup and of the plate, but 
inside they are full of extortion and 
rapacity. 26 You blind Pharisee! first 
cleanse the inside of the cup and of the 
plate, that the outside also may be 
clean. 

27 "Woe to you, scribes and Phari
sees, hypocrites! for you are like white
washed tombs, which outwardly appear 
beautiful, but within they are full of 
dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 
28 So you also outwardly appear right
eous to men, but within you are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 

29 "Woe to you, scribes and Phari
sees, hypocrites! for you build the 
tombs of the prophets and adorn the 
monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, 
'If we had lived in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have taken part 
with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets.' 31 Thus you witness against 
yourselves, that you are sons of those 
who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, 
then, the measure of your fathers. 
33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, 
how are you to escape being sentenced 
to hell?"' 34 Therefore I send you 
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Signs of the end 25 MATTHEW 24 
prophets and wise men and scribes, 
some of whom you will kill and crucify, 
and some you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from town 
to town, JS that upon you may come all 
the righteous blood shed on earth, from 
the blood of innocent Abel to the blood 
of Zechari'ah the son of Barachi'ah, 
whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. Jo Truly, I say 
to you, all this will come upon this 
generation. 

37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing 
the prophets and stoning those who are 
sent to you! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not! 38 Behold, your house 
is forsaken and desolate.·' 39 For I tell 
you, you will not see me again, until you 
say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.' " 

24 Jesus left the temple and was 
going away, when his disciples 

came to point out to him the buildings 
of the temple. 2 But he answered them, 
"You see all these, do you not? Truly, I 
say to you, there will not be left here one 
stone upon another, that will not be 
thrown down." 

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to him privately, 
saying, "Tell us, when will this be, and 
what will be the sign of your coming and 
of the close of the age?" 4And Jesus 
answered them, "Take heed that no one 
leads you astray. s For many will come 
in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' 
and they will lead many astray. 6And 
you will hear of wars and rumors of 
wars; see that you are not alarmed; for 
this must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 7 For nation will rise against na
tion, and kingdom against kingdom, and 
there will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places: B all this is but the 
beginning of the birth-pangs. 

9 "Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation, and put you to death; and 
you will be hated by all nations for my 
name's sake. IOAnd then many will fall 

away,Y and betray one another, and hate 
one another. 11And many false prophets 
will arise and lead many astray. 12And 
because wickedness is multiplied, most 
men's love will grow cold. 13 But he who 
endures to the end will be saved. 14And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached throughout the whole world, 
as a testimony to all nations; and then 
the end will come. 

15 "So when you see the desolating 
sacrilege spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel, standing in the holy place (let 
the reader understand), 16 then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains; 
17 let him who is on the housetop not 
go down to take what is in his house; 
18 and let him who is in the field not 
turn back to take his mantle. 19And alas 
for those who are with child and for 
those who give suck in those days! 
20 Pray that your flight may not be in 
winter or on a sabbath. 21 For then 
there will be great tribulation, such as 
has not been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, and never will be. 
22And if those days had not been short
ened, no human being would be saved; 
but for the sake of the elect those days 
will be shortened. 23 Then if any one 
says to you, 'Lo, here is the Christ!' or 
'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For 
false Christs and false prophets will 
arise and show great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
elect. 25 Lo, I have told you beforehand. 
26 So, if they say to you, 'Lo, he is in the 
wilderness,' do not go out; if they say, 
'Lo, he is in the inner rooms,' do not 
believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes 
from the east and shines as far as the 
west, so will be the coming of the Son of 
man. 28 Wherever the body is, there the 
eagles z will be gathered together. 

29 "Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and 
the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken; 
lo then will appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see 

I Other ancient authorities omit aT1d desolate !I Or stumble '-Or vultures 
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MATTIIEW 24 26 Wise and foolish maidens 
the Son of man coming on the clouds of on a day when he does not expect him 
heaven with power and great glory; and at an hour he does not know, 
31 and he will send out his angels with a SI and will punishb him, and put him 
loud trumpet call, and they will gather with the hypocrites; there men will 
his elect from the four winds, from one weep and gnash their teeth. 
end of heaven to the other. 25 "Then the kingdom of heaven 

32 "From the fig tree learn its lesson: shall be compared to ten maidens 
as soon as its branch becomes tender who took their lamps and went to meet 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that the bridegroom.c 2 Five of them were 
summer is near. 31 So also, when you see foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when 
all these things, you know that he is the foolish took their lamps, they took 
near, at the very gates . .l4 Truly, I say to no oil with them; 4 but the wise took 
you, this generation will not pass away flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the 
till all these things take place. 35 Heaven bridegroom was delayed, they all 
and earth will pass away, but my words slumbered and slept. 6 But at mid
will not pass away. night there was a cry, 'Behold, the 

36 "But of that day and hour no one bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, 7 Then all those maidens rose and 
nor the Son," but the Father only. 37As trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish 
were the days of Noah, so will be the said to the wise, 'Give us some of your 
coming of the Son of man. 18 For as in oil, for our lamps are going out.' Y But 
those days before the flood they were the wise replied, 'Perhaps there will not 
eating and drinking, marrying and giv- be enough for us and for you; go rather 
ing in marriage, until the day when to the dealers and buy for yourselves.' 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did IDAnd while they went to buy, the 
not know until the flood came and bridegroom came, and those who were 
swept them all away, so will be the com- ready went in with him to the marriage 
ing of the Son of man. 40 Then two feast; and the door was shut. lIAfter
men will be in the field; one is taken and ward the other maidens came also, say
one is left. 41 Two women will be grind- ing, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12 But he 
ing at the mill; one is taken and one is replied, 'Truly, I say to you, I do not 
left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do nor know you.' 13 Watch therefore, for you 
know on what day your Lord is coming. know neither the day nor the hour. 
43 But know this, that if the householder 14 "For it will be as when a man 
had known in what part of the night the going on a journey called his servants 
thief was coming, he would have and entrusted to them his property; 
watched and would not have let his 15 to one he gave five talents,<1 to an
house be broken into. 44 Therefore you other two, to another one, to each ac
also must be ready; for the Son of man cording to his ability. Then he went 
is coming at an hour you do not expect. away. 16 He who had received the five 

45 "Who then is the faithful and wise talents went at once and traded with 
servant, whom his master has set over them; and he made five talents more. 
his household, to give them their food 17 So also, he who had the two talents 
at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that made two talents more. 18 But he who 
servant whom his master when he had received the one talent went and 
comes will find so doing. 47 Truly, I say dug in the ground and hid his master's 
to you, he will set him over all his pos- money. 19 Now after a long time the 
sessions. 48 But if that wicked servant master of those servants came and 
says to himself, 'My master is delayed,' settled accounts with them. 20And he 
49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, who had received the five talents came 
and eats and drinks with the drunken, forward, bringing five talents more, 
so the master of that servant will come saying, 'Master, you delivered to me 

a Other ancient authorities omic ,,or che Sm1 1' Or cur him in pitces 
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Parable of the talents 27 MATTHEW 26 
five talents; here I have made five 
talents more.' 21 His master said to 
him, 'Well done, good and faithful serv
ant; you have been faithful over a little, 
I will set you over much; enter into the 
joy of your master.' 22And he also who 
had the two talents came forward, say
ing, 'Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here I have made two talents 
more.' 23 His master said to him, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, I will set 
you over much; enter into the joy of 
your master.' 24 He also who had re
ceived the one talent came forward, 
saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not win
now; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and 
hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.' 26 But his master 
answered him, 'You wicked and slothful 
servant! You knew that I reap where I 
have not sowed, and gather where I 
have not winnowed? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should 
have received what was my own with 
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, 
and give it to him who has the ten tal
ents. 2'1 For to every one who has will 
more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. 
.lllAnd cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth.' 

31 "When the Son of man comes in 
his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
.\2 Before him will be gathered all the 
nations, and he will separate them one 
from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, 3.\ and he will 
place the sheep at his right hand, but 
the goats at the left. .\4 Then the King 
will say to those at his right hand, 
'Come, 0 blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; .15 for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was sick 

and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.' 37 Then the righteous 
will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see 
thee hungry and feed. thee, or thirsty 
and give thee drink? 38And when did we 
see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or 
naked and clothe thee? 39And when did 
we see thee sick or in prison and visit 
thee?' 40And the King will answer them, 
'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 
of the least of these my brethren, you 
did it to me.' 41 Then he will say to those 
at his left hand, 'Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.' 44 Then they also will answer, 
'Lord, when did we see thee hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to thee?' 
45 Then he will answer them, 'Truly, 
I say to you, as you did it not to one of 
the least of these, you did it not to me.' 
46And they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life." 

26 When Jesus had finished all 
these sayings, he said to his 

disciples, 2 "You know that after two 
days the Passover is coming, and the 
Son of man will be delivered up to be 
crucified." 

3 Then the chief priests and the 
elders of the people gathered in the 
palace of the high priest, who was 
called Ca'iaphas, 4 and took counsel to
gether in order to arrest Jesus by stealth 
and kill him. s But they said, "Not dur
ing the feast, lest there be a tumult 
among the people." 

6 Now ..yhen Jesus was at Bethany in 
the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
came up to him with an alabaster flask 
of very expensive ointment, and she 
poured it on his head, as he sat at table. 
x But when the disciples saw it, they 
were indignant, saying, "Why this 
waste? 9 For this ointment might have 
been sold for a large sum, and given to 
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MATTHEW 26 28 The last supper 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
"Drink of it, all of you; 2R for this is my 
blood of the• covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
29 I tell you I shall not drink again of 
this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom." 

the poor." 10 But Jesus, aware of this, 
said to them, "Why do you trouble the 
woman? For she has done a beautiful 
thing to me. 11 For you always have the 
poor with you, but you will not always 
have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on 
my body she has done it to prepare me 
for burial. 13 Truly, I say to you, where
ever this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what she has done will be told in 
memory of her." 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was 
called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests 15 and said, "What will you give 
me if I deliver him to you?" And they 
paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And 
from that moment he sought an op
portunity to betray him. 

17 Now on the first day of Un
leavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, "Where will you have us 
prepare for you to eat the passover?" 

1 'He said, "Go into the city to a certain 
one, and say to him, 'The Teacher says, 
My time is at hand; I will keep the 
passover at your house with my dis
ciples.' " !'!And the disciples did as 
Jesus had directed them, and they 
prepared the passover. 

20 When it was evening, he sat at 
table with the twelve disciples; r 21 and 
as they were eating, he said, "Truly, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me." 
22And they were very sorrowful, and 
began to say to him one after another, 
"Is it I, Lord?" 23 He answered, "He 
who has dipped his hand in the dish 
with me, will betray me. 24 The Son of 
man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for 
that man if he had not been born." 
2> Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Is 
it I, Master?"/ He said to him, "You 
have said so." 

26 Now as they were eating, Jesus 
took bread, and blessed, and broke it, 
and gave it to the disciples and said, 
"Take, eat; this is my body." 27And he 
took a cup, and when he had given 

30 And when they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
31 Then Jesus said to them, "You will 
all fall away because of me this night; 
for it is written, 'I will strike the shep
herd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.' 32 But after I am raised up, I 
will go before you to Galilee." J3 Peter 
declared to him, "Though they all fall 
away because of you, I will never fall 
away." 34 Jesus said to him, "Truly, I 
say to you, this very night, before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three 
times." JS Peter said to him, "Even if I 
must die with you, I will not deny you." 
And so said all the disciples. 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a 
place called Gethsem'ane, and he said 
to his disciples, "Sit here, while I go 
yonder and pray." l7And ta.king with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zeb'edee, 
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 
38 Then he said to them, "My soul is 
very sorrowful, even to death; remain 
here, and watch" with me." J9And going 
a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, "My Father, if it be possible, 
let this c'up pass from me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt." ~OAnd he 
came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, 
could you not watch" with me one 
hour? 41 Watch" and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the "flesh is 
weak." 42Again, for the second time, he 
went away and prayed, "My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, thy 
will be done." 43And again he came and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third 

1
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Jesus betrayed 
time, saying the same words. 45 Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, 
"Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? Behold, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be go
ing; see, my betrayer is at hand." 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas 
came, one of the twelve, and with him a 
great crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the elders of 
the people. 48 Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, "The one I 
shall kiss is the man; seize him." 49And 
he came up to Jesus at once and said, 
"Hail, Master !"i And he kissed him. 
so Jesus said to him, "Friend, why are 
you here?"J Then they came up and laid 
hands on Jesus and seized him. 51And 
behold, one of those who were with 
Jesus stretched out his hand and drew 
his sword, and struck the slave of the 
high priest, and cut off his ear. 52 Then 
Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back 
into its place; for all who take the sword 
will perish by the sword. 53 Do you 
think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 
and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how 
then should the scriptures be fulfilled, 
that it must be so?" ss At that hour 
Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you 
come out as against a robber, with 
swords and clubs to capture me? Day 
after day I sat in the temple teaching, 
and you did not seize me. 56 But all this 
has taken place, that the scriptures of 
the prophets might be fulfilled." Then 
all the disciples forsook him and fled. 

57 Then those who had seized Jesus 
led him to Ca'iaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. SH But Peter followed him at 
a distance, as far as the courtyard of the 
high priest, and going inside he sat with 
the guards to see the end. 59 Now the 
chief priests and the whole council 
sought false testimony against Jesus 
that they might put him to death, 60 but 
they found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward. At last two 
came forward 61 and said, "This fellow 
said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of 
God, and to build it in three days.' " 

29 MATTHEW 27 
62And the high priest stood up and 
said, "Have you no answer to make? 
What is it that these men testify against 
you?" 63 But Jesus was silent. And the 
high priest said to him, "I adjure you 
by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God." 64 Jesus said to 
him, "You have said so. But I tell you, 
hereafter you will see the Son of man 
seated at the right hand of Power, and 
coming on the clouds of heaven." 
65 Then the high priest tore his robes, 
and said, "He has uttered blasphemy. 
Why do we still need witnesses? You 
have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What 
is your judgment?" They answered, 
"He deserves death." 67 Then they spat 
in his face, and struck him; and some 
slapped him, 68 saying, "Prophesy to us, 
you Christ! Who is it that struck you?" 

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in 
the courtyard. And a maid came up to 
him, and said, "You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean." 70 But he denied it 
before them all, saying, "I do not know 
what you mean." 71And when he went 
out to the porch, another maid saw 
him, and she said to the bystanders, 
"This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." 
72And again he denied it with an oath, 
"I do not know the man." 73After a 
little while the bystanders came up and 
said to Peter, "Certainly you are also 
one of them, for your accent betrays 
vou." 14 Then he began to invoke a 
curse on himself and to swear, "I do not 
know the man." And immediately the 
cock crowed. 75And Peter remembered 
the saying of Jesus, "Before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times." 
And he went out and wept bitterly. 

27 When morning came, all the 
chief pries ts and the elders of the 

people took counsel against Jesus to put 
him to death; 2 and they bound him and 
led him away and delivered him to 
Pilate the governor. 

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that 
he was condemned, he repented and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and the elders, 
4 saying, "I have sinned in betraying 
innocent blood." They said, "What is 
that to us? See to it yourself." 5And 
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MATTHEW 27 30 
throwing down che pieces of silver in 
che temple, he departed; and he wenr· 
and hanged himself. 6 Bue che chief 
priests, taking che pieces of silver, said, 
"le is noc lawful co puc chem into che 
treasury, since chey are blood money." 
7 So chey cook counsel, and bought wich 
chem the potter's field, co bury strangers 
in. 8 Therefore chac field has been called 
the Field of Blood co chis day. 9 Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken by 
the prophet Jeremiah, saying, "And 
they cook the thirty pieces of silver, the 
price of him on whom a price had been 
sec by some of the sons of Israel, Io and 
chey gave them for the potter's field, as 
the Lord directed me." 

11 Now Jesus stood before the gov
ernor; and the governor asked him, 
"Are you the King of che Jews?" 
Jesus said, "You have said so." ''But 
when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he made no answer. 
13 Then Pilate said co him, "Do you 
not hear how many things they testify 
against you?" 14 But he gave him no 
answer, not even co a single charge; 
so that the governor wondered great
ly. 

15 Now at the feast the governor was 
accustomed to release for the crowd any 
one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And 
they had then a notorious prisoner, 
called Barab'bas. 1· 17 So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom 
do you wane me to release for you, 
Barab'bas' or Jesus who is called 
Christ?" 18 For he knew that it was out 
of envy that they had delivered him up. 
19 Besides, while he was sitting on the 
judgment scat, his wife sent word to 
him, "Have nothing co do with that 
righteous man, for I have suffered 
much over him today in a dream." 
20 Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the people co ask for Barab' -
bas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor 
again said to them, "Which of the two 
do you want me co release for you?" 
And they said, "Barab'bas." 22 Pilate 
said to them, "Then what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?" They 

Jesus' crucifixion 
all said, "Let him be crucified." 2lAnd 
he said, "Why, whac evil has he done?" 
But they shouted all the more, "'Let 
him be crucified." 

24 So when Pilate saw that he was 
gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 
was beginning, he cook water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, say
ing, "I am innocent of this man's 
blood ;1 see to it yourselves." 25And all 
the people answered, "His blood be on 
us and on our children!" 26 Then he 
released for them Barab'bas, and having 
scourged Jes us, delivered him to be 
crucified. 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor 
took Jesus into the praecorium, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before 
him. 28And they stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe upon him, 29 and plaiting a 
crown of thorns they put it on his head, 
and put a reed in his right hand. And 
kneeling before him they mocked him, 
saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 
lOAnd they spat upon him, and took the 
reed and struck him on the head. -"And 
when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the robe, and put his 
own clothes on him, and led him away 
to crucify him. 

32 As they went out, they came 
upon a man of Cyre'ne, Simon by 
name; this man they compelled to 
carry his cross. llAnd when they came 
to a place called Gol'gotha (which 
means the place of a skull), .l4 they 
offered him wine to drink, mingled with 
gall; but when he tasted it, he would 
not drink it. -15And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his gar
ments among them by casting lots; 
.10 then they sat down and kept watch 
over him there. l7And over his head 
they put the charge against him, which 
read, "This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews." 38 Then two robbers were 
crucified with him, one on the right and 
one on the left. l 9And those who passed 
by derided him, wagging their heads 
40 and saying, "You who would destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of 

!..· Other ancient authorities read J.:sw Barabbas 
1 Other authorilics read rhis rightcow blood or this righteo11s ma,,·., blood 
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27.19: Lk 23.4. 27.21: Acts 3.13-14. 27.24: Deur 21.6-9; Ps 26.6. 27.25: Acts 5.2B; josh 2.19. 
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"He has risen" 31 MATrHEW 28 
God, come down from the cross." 
41 So also the chief priests, with the 
scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 
42 "He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let 
him come down now from the cross, 
and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts 
in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him; for he said, 'I am the Son 
of God.' " 44And the robbers who were 
crucified with him also reviled him in 
the same way. 

45 Now from the sixth hour there 
was darkness over all the land"' until 
the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
"Eli, Eli, la'ma sabach-tha'ni?" that is, 
"My God, my God, why hast thou for
saken me?" 47And some of the by
standers hearing it said, "This man is 
calling Eli'jah." 48And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with 
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave 
it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, 
"Wait, let us see whether Eli'jah will 
come to save him."" 51lAnd Jesus cried 
again with a loud voice and yielded up 
his spirit. 

51 And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was tom in two, from top to 
bottom; and the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split; 52 the tombs also were 
opened, and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised, 
53 and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy 
city and appeared to many. 54 When the 
centurion and those who were with 
him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they 
were filled with awe, and said, "Truly 
this was the Son'· of God!" 

55 There were also many women 
there, looking on from afar, who had 
followed Jesus from Galilee, minister
ing to him; 56 among whom were Mary 
Mag'dalene, and Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph, and the mother of 
the sons of Zeb'edee. 

57 When it was evening, there came 
a rich man from Arimathe'a, named 
Joseph, who also was a disciple of 
111 Or earth 

Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered 
it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took 
the body, and wrapped it in a clean 
linen shroud, 60 and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which he had hewn in the 
rock; and he rolled a great stone to the 
door of the tomb, and departed. 61 Mary 
Mag' dalene and the other Mary 
were there, sitting opposite the sepul
chre. 

62 Next day, that is, after the day of 
Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and 
said, "Sir, we remember how that im
postor said, while he was still alive, 
'After three days I will rise again.' 
64 Therefore order the sepulchre to be 
made secure until the third day, lest his 
disciples go and steal him away, and tell 
the people, 'He has risen from the 
dead,' and the last fraud will be worse 
than the first." 65 Pilate said to them, 
"You have a guard" of soldiers; go, 
make it as secure as you can."P 66 So 
they went and made the sepulchre 
secure by sealing the stone and setting a 
guard. 

28 Now after the sabbath, toward 
the dawn of the first day of the 

week, Mary Mag'dalene and the other 
Mary went to see the sepulchre. 2And 
behold, there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the 
stone, and sat upon it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white 
as snow. 4And for fear of him the 
guards trembled and became like dead 
men. 5 But the angel said to the women, 
"Do not be afraid; for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 
not here; for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where heq lay. 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
that he has risen from the dead, and be
hold, he is going before you to Galilee; 
there you will see him. Lo, I have told 
you." B So they departed quickly from 
the tomb with fear and great joy, and 
ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, 
Jesus met them and said, "Hail!" And 

n Other ancient authorities insert And ario1her took ~ spear and pierced his side, and out came water and blood 
r Or a son ° Or Take a ,uard P Greek know 
q Other ancient auchoriues read the Lord 
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MA TrHEW 28 32 Jesus appears to disciples 
they came up and took hold of his feet did as they were directed; and this story 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said has been spread among the Jews to this 
to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell _ _Q~y. 
my brethren to go to Galilee, and there \ I 6 Now the eleven disciples went to 
they will see me." ' Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

I I While they were going, behold, had directed them. 17 And when they 
some of the guard went into the city saw him they worshiped him; but some 
and told the chief priests all that had doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to 
taken place. 12And when they had as- them, "All authority in heaven and on 
sembled with the elders and taken earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
counsel, they gave a sum of money to therefore and make disciples of all na
the soldiers 13 and said, "Tell people, tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
'His disciples came by night and stole Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
him away while we were asleep.' l4And Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
if this comes to the governor's ears, we that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
will satisfy him and keep you out ol am with you always, to the close of the 
trouble." ts So they took the money an~ age." 

,..;.---

28.11: Mt 27.62-66. 28.18-17: I Cor 15.5; Jn 21.1-23. 
28.18: Mt 11.27; Lk 10.22; Phil 2.9; Eph 1.20-22. 28.19: Lk 24.47; Acts 1.8. 
28.2AI: Mt 13.39, 49; 24.3; 18.20; Acts 18.10. 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MARK 

1 The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 0 

2 As it is written in Isaiah the proph
et, h 

"Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, 

who shall prepare thy way; 
3 the voice of one crying in the wilder

ness: 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight-" 

4 John the baptizer appearedr in the 
wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5And there went out to him all the 
country of Judea, and all the people of 
Jerusalem; and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6 Now John was clothed with 
camel's hair, and had a leather girdle 
around his waist, and ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, 
"After me comes he who is mightier 
than I, the thong of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

9 In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. IOAnd when he 
came up out of the water, immediately 
he saw the heavens opened and the 
Spirit descending upon him like a dove; 
11 and a voice came from heaven, "Thou 
art my beloved Son;" with thee I am 
well pleased." 

12 The Spirit immediately drove him 
out imo the wilderness. DAnd he was in 
the wildernes~ forty days, tempted by 
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels ministered to him. 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of God, IS and saying, "The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand; repent, and believe in the 
gospel." 

16 And passing along by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 
brother of Simon casting a net in the 
sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And 
Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I 
will make you become fishers of men." 
IHAnd immediately they left their nets 
and followed him. 19And going on a 
little farther, he saw James the son of 
Zeb'edee and John his brother, who 
were in their boat mending the nets. 
20And immediately he called them; and 
they left their father Zeb'edee in the 
boat with the hired servants, and fol
lowed him. -

21 And they went into Caper'na-um1 
and immediately on the sabbath he 
entered the synagogue and taught. 
22And they were astonished at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one who 
had authority, and not as the scribes. 
23And immediately there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit; 24 and he cried out, "What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God." 
25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be 
silent, and come out of him!" 2°And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and cry
ing with a loud voice, came out of him. 
27And they were all amazed, so that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, 
"What is this? A new teaching! With 
authority he commands even the un
clean spirits, and they obey him." 
28And at once his fame spread every
where throughout all the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 

29 And immediately he'" left the 
synagogue, and entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John. .10 Now Simon's mother-in-law 

ri Other ancient authorities om.ii the Son of God 11 or,e.r ancient authorities read in chc propheu 
r Other ancienr authorities read John was baptizing Or my So11, my (or the) Beloved 
e Other ancient authorities read they 
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MARK 1 34 Forgiveness of sins 
lay sick with a fever, and immediately removed the roof above him; and when 
they told him of her. JI And he came and they had made an opening, they let 
took her by the hand and lifted her up, down the pallet on which the paralytic 
and the fever left her; and she served lay. 'And when Jesus saw their faith, he 
them. said to the paralytic, "My son, your 

32 That evening, at sundown, they sins are forgiven." 6 Now some of the 
brought to him all who were sick or scribes were sitting there, questioning 
possessed with demons. JJAnd the in their hearts, 7 "Why does this man 
whole city was gathered together about speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can 
the door. J4And he healed many who forgive sins but God alone'" XAnd im
were sick with various diseases, and cast mediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
out many demons; and he would not that they thus questioned within them
permit the demons to speak, because selves, said to them, "Why do you 
they knew him. question thus in your hearts' '1 Which 

35 And in the morning, a great while is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your 
before day, he rose and went out to a sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, take 
lonely place, and there he prayed. 36And up your pallet and walk'? 10 But that 
Simon and those who were with him you may know that the Son of man has 
pursued him, 37 and they found him authority on earth to forgive sins"-he 
and said to him, "Every one is searching said to the paralytic- 11 "I say to you, 
for you." J8And he said to them, "Let us rise, take up your pallet and go home." 
go on to the next towns, that I may 12And he rose, and immediately took up 
preach there also; for that is why I came the pallet and went out before them all; 
out." 39And he went throughout all so that they were all amazed and glori
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues tied God, saying, "We never saw any-
and casting out demons. thing like this!" 

40 And a leper came to him be- 13 He went out again beside the sea; 
seeching him, and kneeling said to him, and all the crowd gathered about him, 
"If you will, you can make me clean." and he taught them. l4And as he passed 
41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his on, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus 
hand and touched him, and said to sitting at the tax office, and he said to 
him, "I will; be clean." 42And im- him, "Follow me." And he rose and 
mediately the leprosy left him, and he followed him. 
was made clean. 43And he sternly r15 And as he sat at table in his house, 
charged him, and sent him away at I many tax collectors and sinners were 
once, 44 and said to him, "See that you sitting with Jesus and his disciples; for 
say nothing to any one; but go, show there were many who followed him. 
yourself to the priest, and offer for your 16And the scribes of" the Pharisees, 
cleansing what Moses commanded, for when they saw that he was eating with 
a proof to the people. "f 45 But he went sinners and tax collectors, said to his 
out and began to talk freely about it, and disciples, "Why does he eat' with tax 
to spread the news, so that Jesus'' could collectors and sinners'" 1-And when 
no longer openly enter a town, but was Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those 
out in the country; and people came to who are well have no need of a physi
him from every quarter. cian, but those who are sick; I came not 

2 And when he returned to Caper'- to call the righteous, but sinners." 
na-um after some days, it was re- 18 Now John's disciples and the 

ported that he was at home. 2And many Pharisees were fasting; and people 
were gathered rngether, so that there came and said to him, "Why do John's 
was no longer room for them, not even disciples and the disciples of the Phari
about the door; and he was preaching sees fast, but your disciples do not 
the word to them .. 1And they came, fast?" 19And Jesus said to them, "Can 
bringing to him a paralytic carried by the wedding guests fast while the 
four men. 4And when they could not bridegroom is with them? As long as 
get near him because of the crowd, they they have the bridegroom with them, 

I Greek to them !I Greek he 11 Other ancient authorities read 1rnd ' Orher ancient authorities add J11d dri"k 
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Call of the twelve 35 MARK 3 
they cannot fast. 20 The days will come, 
when the bridegroom is taken away 
from them, and then they will fast in 

-Ihat day. 21 No one sews a piece of un
snrunk doth on an old garment; if he 
does, the patch tears away from it, the 
new from the old, and a worse tear is 
made. 22And no one puts new wine into 
old wineskins; if he does, the wine will 
burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and 
so are the skins; but new wine is for 
fresh skins. "J 

23 One sabbath he was going through 
the grainfields; and as they made their 
way his disciples began to pluck heads of 
grain. 24And the Pharisees said to him, 
"Look, why are they doing what is not 
lawful on the sabbath?" 25And he said 
to them, "Have you never read what 
David did, when he was in need and 
was hungry, he and those who were 
with him: 26 how he entered the house 
of God, when Abi'athar was high priest, 
and ate the bread of the Presence, which 
it is not lawful for any but the priests to 
eat, and also gave it to those who were 
with him?" 27And he said to them, "The 
sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the sabbath; 28 so the Son of man is lord 
even of the sabbath." 

3 Again he entered the synagogue, 
and a man was there who had a 

withered hand. 2And they watched 
him, to see whether he would heal him 
on the sabbath, so that they might ac
cuse him. 1And he said to the man who 
had the withered hand, "Come here." 
4And he said to them, "Is it lawful on 
the sabbath to do good or to do harm, to 
save life or to kill?" But they were 
silent. SAnd he looked around at them 
with anger, grieved at their hardness of 
heart, and said to the man, "Stretch out 
your hand." He stretched it out, and his 
hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees 
went out, and immediately held counsel 
with the Hero'di-ans against him, how 
to destroy him. 

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to. 
the sea, and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed; also from Judea 8 and 

Jerusalem and Idume'a and from be
yond the Jordan and from about Tyre 
and Sidon a great multitude, hearing all 
that he did, came to him. 9And he told 
his disciples to have a boat ready for 
him because of the crowd, lest they 
should crush him; Io for he had healed 
many, so that all who had diseases 
pressed upon him to touch him. llAnd 
whenever the unclean spirits beheld 
him, they fell down before him and 
cried out, "You are the Son of God." 
12And he strictly ordered them not to 
make him known. 

13 And he went up on the mountain, 
and called to him those whom he de
sired; and they came to him. 1 4 And he 
appointed twelve/ to be with him, and 
to be sent out to preach ' 5and have 
authority to cast out demons: "'Simoni 
whom he surnamed Peter; 17 James the 
son of Zeb'edee and John the brother 
of James, whom he surnamed Bo
aner'ges, that is, sons of thunder; 
IHAndrew, and Philip, and Bartholo
mew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thad
daeus, and Simon the Cananaean, 
19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him. 

Then he went home; 20 and the crowd 
came together again, so that they could 
not even eat. 2 1 And when his family 
heard it, they went out to seize him, for 
people were saying, "He is beside him
self." 2 2 And the scribes who came 
down from Jerusalem said, "He is 
possessed by Be-el'zebul, and by the 
prince of demons he casts our the de
mons." 2 ·'And he called them to him, 
and said to them in palables, "How can 
Satan casr our Saran? 2

' If a kingdom is 
divided againsr irself, rhar kmgdom 
cannot srand. 2 ' And if a house is di
vided againsr irself, rhar house will nor 
be able ro srand. "'And if Saran has 
risen up againsr himself and is divided, 
he cannot stand, bur is coming roan end. 
27 But no one can enrer a strong man's 
house and plunder his goods, unless he 
firsr binds rhe srrong man; then indeed 
he may plunder his house. 
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MARK 3 36 Parables of the kingdom 
13And he said to them, "Do you not 
understand this parable? How then will 
you understand all the parables? 14 The 
sower sows the word. 15And these are 
the ones along the path, where the word 
is sown; when they hear, Satan im
mediately comes and takes away the 
word which is sown in them. 16And 
these in like manner are the ones sown 
upon rocky ground, who, when they 
hear the word, immediately receive it 
with joy; 17 and they have no root in 
themselves, but endure for a while; 
then, when tribulation or persecution 
arises on account of the word, inune
diately they fall away. m 18And others 
are the ones sown among thorns; they 
are those who hear the word, 19 but the 
cares of the world, and the delight in 
riches, and the desire for other things, 
enter in and choke the word, and it 
proves unfruitful. 20 But those that 
were sown upon the good soil are the 
ones who hear the word and accept it 
and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold 
and a hundredfold." 

28 "Truly, I say to you, all sins will 
be forgiven the sons of men, and what
ever blasphemies they utter; 29 but 
whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
guilcy of an eternal sin"- 30 for they 
had said, "He has an unclean spirit." 

31 And his mother and his brothers 
came; and standing outside they sent to 
him and called him. 32And a crowd was 
sitting about him; and they said to him, 
"Your mother and your brothers' are 
outside, asking for you." 33And he re
plied, "Who are my mother and my 
brothers?" 34And looking around on 
those who sat about him, he said, "Here 
are my mother and my brothers! 
35 Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother, and sister, and mother." 

4 Again he began to teach beside the 
sea. And a very large crowd gath

ered about him, so that he got into a 
boat and sat in it on the sea; and the 
whole crowd was beside the sea on the 
land. 2And he taught them many things 
in parables, and in his teaching he said 
to them: 3 "Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and 
devoured it. s Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it had not much soil, and 
immediately it sprang up, since it had 
no depth of soil; 6 and when the sun 
rose it was scorched, and since it had no 
root it withered away. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 
8And other seeds fell into good soil and 
brought forth grain, growing up and 
increasing and yielding thirtyfold and 
sixtyfold and a hundredfold." 9And 
he said, "He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear." 

10 And when he was alone, those 
who were about him with the twelve 
asked him concerning the parables. 
11And he said to them, "To you has 
been given the secret of the kingdom of 
God, but for those outside everything 
is in parables; 12 so that they may indeed 
see but not perceive, and may indeed 
hear but not understand; lest they 
should turn again, and be forgiven." 

21 And he said to them, "Is a lamp 
brought in to be put under a bushel, or 
under a bed, and not on a stand? 22 For 
there is nothing hid, except to be made 
manifest; nor is anything secret, except 
to come to light. 23 If any man has ears 
to hear, let him hear." 24And he said to 
them, "Take heed what you hear; the 
measure you give will be the measure 
you get, and still more will be given 
you. 25 For to him who has will more be 
given; and from him who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away." 

26 And he said, "The kingdom of 
God is as if a man should scatter seed 
upon the ground, 27 and should sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed 
should sprout and grow, he knows not 
how. 28 The earth produces of itself, 
first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. 29 But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he puts in the 
sickle, because the harvest has come." 

30 And he said, "With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a 
grain of mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
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3.28-30: Mt 12.31-32; Lk 12.10. 3.31-35: Mt 12.46-50; Lk 8.19-21. 4.1-9: Mt 13.1-9; Lk 8.4-8. 
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4.13-20: Mt 13.18-23; Lk 8.11-15. 4.21: Mt 5.15; Lk 8.16; 11.33. 4.22: Mt I0.26; Lk 8.17; 12.2. 
4.23: Mt 11.15; Mk 4.9. 4.24: Mt 7.2; Lk 6.38. 4.25: Mt 13.12; 25.29; Lk 8.18; 19.26. 
4.28-29: Mt 13.24-30. 4.30-32: Mt 13.31-32; Lk 13.18-19. 



Gerasene demoniac 37 MARK 5 
of all the seeds on earth; 12 yet when it 
is sown it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the 
air can make nests in its shade." 

33 With many such parables he spoke 
the word to them, as they were able to 
hear it; l4 he did not speak to them 
without a parable, but privately to his 
own disciples he explained everything. 

35 On that day, when evening had 
come, he said to them, "Let us go 
across to the other side." -16And leaving 
the crowd, they took him with them in 
the boat, just as he was. And other 
boats were with him. .n And a great 
storm of wind arose, and the waves beat 
into the boat, so that the boat was al
ready filling. 3K But he was in the stern, 
asleep on the cushion; and they woke 
him and said to him, "Teacher, do you 
not care if we perish?" 39And he awoke 
and rebuked the wind, and said to the 
sea, "Peace! Be still!" And the wind 
ceased, and there was a great calm. 
40 He said to them, "Why are you 
afraid? Have you no faith?" 41And they 
were filled with awe, and said to one 
another, "Who then is this, that even 
wind and sea obey him?" 

5 They came to the other side of the 
sea, to the country of the Ger' -

asenes." 2And when he had come out of 
the boat, there met him out of the 
tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 
3 who lived among the tombs; and no 
one could bind him any more, even with 
a chain; 4 for he had often been bound 
with fetters and chains, but the chains 
he wrenched apart, and the fetters he 
broke in pieces; and no one had the 
strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day 
among the tombs and on the mountains 
he was always crying out, and bruising 
himself with stones. 6And when he saw 
Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped 
him; 7 and crying out with a loud voice, 
he said, "What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I adjure you by God, do not tor
ment me." K For he had said to him, 
"Come out of the man, you unclean 
spirit!" 9And Jesus 0 asked him, "What 
is your name?" He replied, "My name 
is Legion; for we are many." IOAnd he 

begged him eagerly not to send them 
out of the country. 11 Now a great herd 
of swine was feeding there on the hill
side; 12 and they begged him, "Send us 
to the swine, let us enter them." ll So he 
gave them leave. And the unclean spirits 
came out, and entered the swine; and 
the herd, numbering about two thou
sand, rushed down the steep bank into 
the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 

14 The herdsmen fled, and told it in 
the city and in the country. And people 
came to see what it was that had hap
pened. loAnd they came to Jesus, and 
saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed 
and in his right mind, the man who had 
had the legion; and they were afraid. 
16And those who had seen it told what 
had happened to the demoniac and to 
the swine. 17 And they began to beg 
Jesusv to depart from their neighbor
hood. IKAnd as he was getting into the 
boat, the man who had been possessed 
with demons begged him that he might 
be with him. 19 But he refused, and said 
to him, "Go home to your friends, and 
tell them how much the Lord has done 
for you, and how he has had mercy on 
you." 20And he went away and began 
to proclaim in the Decap'olis how much 
Jesus had done for him; and all men 
marveled. 

21 And when Jesus had crossed again 
in the boat to the other side, a great 
crowd gathered about him; and he was 
beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the 
rulers of the synagogue, Ja'irus by 
name; and seeing him, he fell at his 
feet, 23 and besought him, saying, "My 
little daughter is at the point of death. 
Come and lay your hands on her, so 
that she may be made well, and live." 
24And he went with him. 

And a great crowd followed him and 
thronged about him. 25And there was a 
woman who had had a flow of blood for 
twelve years, 26 and who had suffered 
much under many physicians, and had 
spent all that she had, and was no better 
but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard 
the reports about Jesus, and came up 
behind him in the crowd and touched 
his garment. 28 For she said, "If I touch 
even his garments, I shall be made 
well." 29And immediately the hem-

n Other ancient authorities read Gergesenes, some Gadarenes 0 Greek he JI Greek him 
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MARK 5 38 
orrhage ceased; and she felt in her hody 
that she was healed of her disease. 
.•OAnd Jesus, perceiving in himself that 
power had gone forth from him, im
mediately turned about in the crowd, 
and said, "Who touched my garments?" 
llAnd his disciples said to him, "You 
see the crowd pressing around you, and 
yet you say, 'Who touched me?' " .'2And 
he looked around to see who had done 
it. .B But the woman, knowing what had 
been done to her, came in fear and 
trembling and fell down before him, 
and told him the whole truth .. '4And he 
said to her, "Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease." 

35 While he was still speaking, there 
came from the ruler's house some who 
said, "Your daughter is dead. Why 
trouble the Teacher any further?" 
.16 But ignoring'' what they said, Jesus 
said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do 
not fear, only believe." .17And he al
lowed no one to follow him except 
Peter and James and John the brother 
of James. 38 When they came to the 
house of the ruler of the synagogue, he 
saw a tumult, and people weeping and 
wailing loudly. l 9And when he had en
tered, he said to them, "Why do you 
make a tumult and weep? The child is 
not dead but sleeping." 40And they 
laughed at him. But he put them all out
side, and took the child's father and 
mother and those who were with him, 
and went in where the child was. 
41 Taking her by the hand he said to 
her, "Tal'itha cu'mi"; which means, 
"Little girl, I say to you, arise." 42And 
immediately the girl got up and walked 
(she was twelve years of age), and they 
were immediately overcome with 
amazement. 43And he strictly charged 
them that no one should know this, and 
told them to give her something to eat. 

6 He went away from there and 
came to his own country; and his 

disciples followed him. 2And on the 
sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue; and many who heard him 
were astonished, saying, "Where did 
this man get all this? What is the wis-

Mission of the twelve 
dom given to him? What mighty worb 
are wrought by his hands! 3 Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and J oses and Judas 
and Simon, and are not his sisters here 
wiih us?" And they took offense' at 
him. 4And Jesus said to them, "A 
prophet is not without honor, except in 
his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house." 'And he 
could do no mighty work there, except 
that he laid his hands upon a few sick 
people and healed them. "And he 
marveled because of their unbelief. 

And he went about among the vil
lages teaching. 

7 And he called to him the twelve, 
and began to send them out two by two, 
and gave them authority over the un
clean spirits. 8 He charged them to take 
nothing for their journey except a staff; 
no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not put 
on two tunics. IOAnd he said to them, 
"Where you enter a house, stay there 
until you leave the place. 11And if any 
place will not receive you and they re
fuse to hear you, when you leave, shake 
off the dust that is on your feet for a 
testimony against them." 12 So they 
went out and preached that men should 
repent. llAnd they cast out many de
mons, and anointed with oil many that 
were sick and healed them. 

14 King Herod heard of it; for Je
sus'' name had become known. Some' 
said, "John the baptizer has been raised 
from the dead; that is why these powers 
are at work in him." 15 But others said, 
"It is Eli'jah." And others said, "It is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of 
old." 16 But when Herod heard of it he 
said, "John, whom I beheaded, has 
been raised." 17 For Herod had sent and 
seized John, and bound him in prison 
for the sake of Hero' di-as, his brother 
Philip's wife; because he had married 
her. 18 For John said to Herod, "It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother's 
wife." 19And Hero'di-as had a grudge 
against him, and wanted to kill him. 
But she could not, 20 for Herod feared 
John, knowing that he was a righteous 

q Or oi•aht'l.lrit1f!. Olhcr ancient authorities read h1.•tJrit1K ' Or ~tumbled ~Greek h1.~ 
1 Other ancient authorities read hi! 
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John the Baptist beheaded 39 MARK 6 
and holy man, and kept him safe. When said to him, "Shall we go and buy two 
he heard him, he was much per- hundred denarii" worth of bread, and 
plexed; and yet he heard him gladly. give it to them to eat?" 38And he said to 
21 But an opportunity came when them, "How many loaves have you? Go 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet and see." And when they had found out, 
for his courtiers and officers and the they said, "Five, and two fish." 39 Then 
leading men of Galilee. 22 For when he commanded them all to sit down by 
Hero' di-as' daughter came in and companies upon the green grass. 40 So 
danced, she pleased Herod and his they sat down in groups, by hundreds 
guests; and the king said to the girl, and by fifties. 41And taking the five 
"Ask me for whatever you wish, and I loaves and the two fish he looked up to 
will grant it." 23And he vowed to her, heaven, and blessed, and broke the 
"Whatever you ask me, I will give you, loaves, and gave them to the disciples to 
even half of my kingdom." 24And she set before the people; and he divided 
went out, and said to her mother, the two fish among them all. 42And they 
"What shall I ask?" And she said, "The all ate and were satisfied. 43And they 
head of John the baptizer." 25And she took up twelve baskets full of broken 
came in immediately with haste to the pieces and of the fish. 44And those who 
king, and asked, saying, "I want you to ate the loaves were five thousand 
give me at once the head of John the men. 
Baptist on a platter." 26And the king 45 Immediately he made his disciples 
was exceedingly sorry; but because of get into the boat and go before him to 
his oaths and his guests he did not want the other side, to Beth-sa'ida, while he 
to break his word to her. 27And im- dismissed the crowd. 46And after he had 
mediately the king sent a soldier of the taken leave of them, he went up on the 
guard and gave orders to bring his mountain to pray. 47 And when evening 
head. He went and beheaded him in the came, the boat was out on the sea, and he 
prison, 2H and brought his head on a was alone on the land. '"And he 
platter, and gave it to the girl; and the saw that they were making headway 
girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his painfully, for the wind was against them. 
disciples heard of it, they came and took And about the fourth watch of the night 
his body, and laid it in a tomb. he came to them, walking on the sea. He 

30 The apostles returned to Jesus, meant to pass by them, 49 but when 
and told him all that they had done and they saw him walking on the sea they 
taught. 31And he said to them, "Come thought it was a ghost, and cried out; 
away by yourselves to a lonely place, 50 for they all saw him, and were 
and rest a while." For many were com- terrified. But immediately he spoke to 
ing and going, and they had no leisure them and said, "Take heart, it is I; have 
even to cat. 32And they went away in the no fear." "And he got into the boat 
boat to a lonely place by themselves. with them and the wind ceased. And 
.n Now many saw them going, and they were utterly astounded, 5 2 for they 
knew them, and they ran there on foot did not understand about the loaves, 
from all the towns, and got there ahead but their hearts were hardened. 
of them. 14 As he went ashore he saw a 53 And when they had crossed over, 
great throng, and he had compassion on they came to land at Gennes'aret, and 
them, because they were like sheep moored to the shore. 54And when they 
without a shepherd; and he began to got out of the boat, immediately the 
teach them many things. 35And when it people recognized him, 55 and ran about 
grew late, his disciples came to him and the whole neighborhood and began to 
said, "This is a lonely place, and the bring si..:k people on their pallets to any 
hour is now late; .\6 send them away, to place where they heard he was. 56And 
go into the country and villages round wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 
about and buy themselves something to country, they laid the sick in the market 
eat." 17 But he arn.wered them, "You places, and besought him that they 
give them something to cat." And they' might touch even the fringe of his gar-
u The Jcnuriu~ was a da)'s wage for a laborer 
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MARK 6 40 Tradition of the elders 
menc; and as many as touched it were house, and left the people, his disciples 
made well. asked him about the parable. 18And he 

7 Now when the Pharisees gathered said to them, "Then are you also wich
cogecher to him, with some of the out understanding? Do you not see chat 

scribes, who had come from Jerusalem, whatever goes into a man from outside 
2 they saw chat some of his disciples ace cannot defile him, 19 since it enters, not 
with hands defiled, chat is, unwashed. his heart but his stomach, and so passes 
3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do on?" 1' (Thus he declared all foods 
not eat unless they wash their hands,,. clean.) 20And he said, "What comes out 
observing the tradition of the elders; of a man is what defiles a man. 21 For 

4 and when they come from the market from within, out of the heart of man, 
place, they do not eat unless they come evil thoughts, fornication, theft, 
purify"' themselves; ··and there are many murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wicked
other traditions which they observe, the ness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slan
washing of cups and pots and vessels of der, pride, foolishness. 23Al! these evil 
bronze.') SAnd the Pharisees and the things come from within, and they de
scribes asked him, "Why do your disci- file a man." 
pies not liveY according to the tradition 24 And from there he arose and went 
of the elders, but eat with hands de- away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. c 
filed?" 6And he said to them, "Well did And he entered a house, and would not 
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it have any one know it; yet he could nor 
is written, be hid. 25 But immediately a woman, 

'This people honors me with their whose little daughter was possessed by 
lips, an unclean spirit, heard of him, and 

but their heart is far from me; came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now 
7 in vain do they worship me, the woman was a Greek, a Syrophoeni' -

teaching as doctrines the precepts of cian by birch. And she begged him to 
men.' cast the demon out of her daughter. 

8 You leave the commandment of God, 27And he said to her, "Let the children 
and hold fast the tradition of men." first be fed, for it is not right to take the 

9 And he said to chem, "You have a children's bread and throw it to the 
fine way of rejecting the commandment dogs." 28 Bue she answered him, "Yes, 
of God, in order to keep your tradition! Lord; yet even the dogs under the table 
10 For Moses said, 'Honor your father ear the children's crumbs." 29And he 
and your mother'; and, 'He who speaks said to her, "For this saying you may go 
evil of father or mother, lee him surely your way; the demon has left your 
die'; 11 but you say, 'If a man tells his daughter." 30And she went home, and 
father or his mother, What you would found the child lying in bed, and the 
have gained from me is Corban' (that is, demon gone. 
given to God) ,_12 then you no longer 31 Then he returned from the region 
permit him to do anything for his father of Tyre, and went through Sidon to the 
or mother, 13 thus making void the word Sea of Galilee, through the region of the 
of God through your tradition which Decap'olis. 32And they brought to him a 
you hand on. And many such things you man who was deaf and had an impedi
do." ment in his speech; and they besought 

14 And he called the people to him him co lay his hand upon him. 33And 
again, and said to them, "Hear me, all taking him aside from the multitude pri
of you, and understand: 15 there is noth- vately, he put his fingers into his ears, 
ing outside a man which by going into and he spat and touched his tongue; 
him can defile him; but the things 34 and looking up to heaven, he sighed, 
which come out of a man are what defile and said to him, "Eph'phacha," chat is, 
him."" 17And when he had entered the "Be opened." 35And his ears were 
a'orher ancient authorities read and they do nor eat anything {.rom rhe market unless rhey punfy it 
" One Greek word is of uncertain meaning and is not trans aced "' Other ancient authorities read bapti-:;t: 
x Other ancient authorities add and beds 11 Greek walk z Or an offering 
"Other ancient authorities add verse 16, "If any man has ears to hear, /er him hear" b Or is evarnared 
c Other ancient authorities omit and Sidon 
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Feeding the four thousand 41 MARK 8 
opened, his tongue was released, and he 
spoke plainly. 36And he charged them to 
tell no one; but the more he charged 
them, the more zealously they pro
claimed it. 37And they were astonished 
beyond measure, saying, "He has done 
all things well; he even makes the deaf 
hear and the dumb speak." 

8 In those days, when again a great 
crowd had gathered, and they had 

nothing to eat, he called his disciples to 
him, and said to them, 2 "I have com
passion on the crowd, because they have 
been with me now three days, and have 
nothing to eat; 3 and if I send them 
away hungry to their homes, they will 
faint on the way; and some of them 
have come a long way." 4And his disci
ples answered him, "How can one feed 
these men with bread here in the 
desert?" 5And he asked them, "How 
many loaves have you?" They said, 
"Seven." 6And he conunanded the 
crowd to sit down on the ground; and 
he took the seven loaves, and having 
given thanks he broke them and gave 
them to his disciples to set before the 
people; and they set them before the 
crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish; 
and having blessed them, he command
ed that these also should be set before 
them. BAnd they ate, and were satisfied; 
and they took up the broken pieces left 
over, seven baskets full. 9 And there 
were about four thousand people. lOAnd 
he sent them away; and immediately he 
got into the boat with his disciples, 
and went to the district of Dalmanu' -
tha.d 

11 The Pharisees came and began to 
argue with him, seeking from him a 
sign from heaven, to test him. 12And he 
sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, 
"Why does this generation seek a sign? 
Truly, I say to you, no sign shall be 
given to this generation." 13And he left 
them, and getting into the boat again he 
departed to the other side. 

14 Now they had forgotten to bring 
bread; and they had only one loaf with 
them in the boat. lSAnd he cautioned 
them, saying, "Take heed, beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of 

Herod."' 16And they discussed it with 
one another, saying, "We have no 
bread." 17And being aware of it, Jesus 
said to them, "Why do you discuss the 
fact that you have no bread? Do you not 
yet perceive or understand? Are your 
hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you 
not see, and having ears do you not 
hear? And do you not remember? 
19 When I broke the five loaves for the 
five thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?" They 
said to him, "Twelve." 20 "And the 
seven for the four thousand, how many 
baskets full of broken pieces did you 
take up?" And they said to him, 
"Seven." 21And he said to them, "Do 
you not yet understand?" 

22 And they came to Beth-sa'ida. And 
some people brought to him a blind 
man, and begged him to touch him. 
23And he took the blind man by the 
hand, and led him out of the village; 
and when he had spit on his eyes and 
laid his hands upon him, he asked him, 
"Do you see anything?" 24And he 
looked up and said, "I see men; but 
they look like trees, walking." 25 Then 
again he laid his hands upon his eyes; 
and he looked intently and was restored, 
and saw everything clearly. 26And he 
sent him away to his home, saying, "Do 
not even enter the village." 

27 And Jesus went on with his disci
ples, to the villages of Caesare' a 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, "Who do men say that I am?" 
28And they told him, "John the Baptist; 
and others say, Eli 'jah; and others one 
of the prophets." 29And he asked them, 
"But who do you say that I am?" Peter 
answered him, "You are the Christ." 
30And he charged them to tell no one 
about him. 

31 And he began to teach them that 
the Son of man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and seeing his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said, 

d Other ancient authorities read Magadan or Magdaia e Other ancient authorities read che Herodlans 
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MARK 8 42 Jesus' transfiguration 
"Get behind me, Satan! For you are of man, that he should suffer many 
not on the side of God, but of men." things and be treated with contempt? 

34 And he called to him the multitude 13 But I tell you that Eli'jah has come, 
with his disciples, and said to them, "If and they did to him whatever they 
any man would come after me, let him pleased, as it is written of him." 
deny himself and take up his cross and 14 And when they came to the dis
follow me. 35 For whoever would save ciples, they saw a great crowd about 
his life will lose it; and whoever loses his them, and scribes arguing with them. 
life for my sake and the gospel's will ISAnd immediately all the crowd, when 
save it. 36 For what does it profit a man, they saw him, were greatly amazed, and 
to gain the whole world and forfeit his ran up to him and greeted him. 16And 
life? 37 For what can a man give in he asked them, "What are you discuss
return for his life? 38 For whoever is ing with them?" 17And one of the 
ashamed of me and of my words in this crowd answered him, "Teacher, I 
adulterous and sinful generation, of brought my son to you, for he has a 
him will the Son of man also be dumb spirit; 18 and wherever it seizes 
ashamed, when he comes in the glory of him, it dashes him down; and he foams 
his Father with the holy angels." and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; 

9 'And he said to them, "Truly, I say to and I asked your'disciples to cast it out, 
you, there are some standing here who and they were not able." I Y And he 

will not taste death before they see that the answ~ed them, "O faithless generation, 
kingdom of God has come with power." how long am I to be with you? How 

2 And after six days Jesus took with long am I to bear with you? Bring him 
him Peter and James and John, and led to me." 20And they brought the boy to 
them up a high mountain apart by him; and when the spirit saw him, im
themselves; and he was transfigured mediately it convulsed the boy, and he 
before them, 3 and his garments became fell on the ground and rolled about, 
glistening, intensely white, as no fuller foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus" 
on earth could bleach them. 4And there asked his father, "How long has he had 
appeared to them Eli'jah with Moses; this?" And he said, "From childhood. 
and they were talking to Jesus. SAnd 22And it has often cast him into the fire 
Peter said to Jesus, "Master/ it is well and into the water, to destroy him; but 
that we are here; let us make three if you can do anything, have pity on us 
booths, one for you and one for Moses and help us." 23And Jesus said to him, 
and one for Eli'jah." 6 For he did not "If you can! All things are possible to 
know what to say, for they were ex- him who believes." 24 Immediately the 
ceedingly afraid. 7And a cloud over- father of the child cried out< and said, 
shadowed them, and a voice came out "I believe; help my unbelief!" 25And 
of the cloud, "This is my beloved Son;'' when Jesus saw that a crowd came run
listen to him." 8And suddenly looking ning together, he rebuked the unclean 
around they no longer saw any one with spirit, saying to it, "You dumb and deaf 
them but Jesus only. spirit, I command you, come out of him, 

9 And as they were coming down the and never enter him again." 26And after 
mountain, he charged them to tell no crying out and convulsing him terribly, 
one what they had seen, until the Son it came out, and the boy was like a 
of man should have risen from the dead. corpse; so that most of them said, "He 
10 So they kept the matter to them- is dead." 27 But Jesus took him by the 
selves, questioning what the rising from hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 
the dead meant. 11And they asked him, 28And when he had entered the house, 
"Why do the scribes say that first Eli' - his disciples asked him privately, "Why 
jah must come?" 12And he said to them, could we not cast it out?" 29And he said 
"Eli'jah does come first to restore all to them, "This kind cannot be driven 
things; and how is it written of the Son out by anything but prayer. "j 

'.Or Rabbi g Or my Son, my (or 1he) Beloved Ii Greek he i Other ancient authorities add wirh teJr.1 
J Other ancient authorities add a'1d fasting 
8.34: Mt 10.38; Lk 14.27. 8.35: Mt 10.39; Lk 17.33; Jn 12.25. 8.38: Mt 10.13; Lk 12.9. 
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D.7: 2 Pet 1.17-18; Mt 3.17; Jn 12.28-29. 9.D-13: Mt 17.9-13; Lk 9.36. 9.D: Mk 8.30; 5.43; 7.36. 
D.11: Mt 11.14. 9.12: Mk 8.31; 9.31; 10.33. D.14-27: Mt 17.14-18; Lk 9.37-43. 
D.23: Mt 17.20; Lk 17.6; Mk 11.22-24. 



True greatness 43 MARK 10 
30 They went on from there and your eye causes you to sin,' pluck it out; 

passed through Galilee. And he would it is better for you to enter the kingdom 
not have any one know it; 31 for he was of God with one eye than with two eyes 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, to be thrown into hell,m 48 where their 
"The Son of man will be delivered into worm does not die, and the fire is not 
the hands of men, and they will kill quenched. 49 For every one will be 
him; and when he is killed, after three salted with fire. 0 so Salt is good; but if 
days he will rise." 32 But they did not the salt has lost its saltness, how will 
understand the saying, and they were you season it? Have salt in yourselves, 
afraid to ask him. and be at peace with one another." 

33 And they came to Caper na-um; 
And he left there and went to and when he was in the house he asked 10 

them, "What were you discussing on the region of Judea and beyond 
the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him 
again; and again, as his custom was, he 
taught them. 

the way?" .\4 But they were silent; for 
on the way they had discussed with one 
another who was the greatest. JSAnd he 
sat down and called the twelve; and he 
said to them, "If any one would be first, 
he must be last of all and servant of all." 
36And he took a child, and put him in 
the midst of them; and taking him in 
his arms, he said to them, 37 "Whoever 
receives one such child in my name re
ceives me; and whoever receives me,. 
receives not me but him who sent 
me.'' 

38 John said to him, "Teacher, we 
saw a man casting out demons in your 
name/ and we forbade him, because he 
wa~ not following us." 39 But Jesus said, 
"Do not forbid him; for no one who 
does a mighty work in my name will be 
able soon after to speak evil of me. 
40 For he that is not against us is for us. 
41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives 
you a cup of water to drink because you 
bear the name of Christ, will by no 
means lose his reward. 

42 "Whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin/ it would 
be better for him if a great millstone 
were hung round his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea. 43And if your hand 
causes you to sin/ cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed than with 
two hands to go to hell,"' to the un
quenchable fire." 4SAnd if your foot 
causes you to sin,1 cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life lame than with two 
feet to he thrown into hell."' " 47 And if 

2 And Pharisees came up and in 
order to test him asked, "Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife?" 3 He 
answered them, "What did Moses com
mand you?" 4 They said, "Moses al
lowed a man to write a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her away." s But 
Jesus said to them, "For your hardness 
of heart he wrote you this command
ment. o But from the beginning of cre!i
tion, 'God made them male and female.' 
7 'For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his 
wife," 'and che two shall become one 
flesh.' So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man put asunder." 

10 And in the house the disciples 
asked him again about this matter. 
llAnd he said to them, "Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another, 
commits adultery against her; 12 and 
if she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery." 

13 And they were bringing children 
to him, that he might touch them; and 
the disciples rebuked them. 14 But 
when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and 
said to them, "Let the children come to 
me, do not hinder them; for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. IS Truly, 
I say to you, whoever docs not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it." 16And he took them in his 

11 Other am:ient authorities add who does nor follow us 1 Greek stumble m Greek Gehenna 
n Verses 44 and 46 (which are idcn1ical with verse 48) arc omitted by the best ancient authorities 
0 Orhcr ancient authorities add and every sacrifice will be salted with salt 
P Other ancienl authorities omit and be joined to his wife 
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MARK 10 44 The rich young man 
arms and blessed them, laying his hands and those who followed were afraid. 
upon them. And taking the twelve again, he began 

17 And as he was sening out on his to tell them what was to happen to him, 
journey, a man ran up and knelt before !.i saying, "Behold, we are gojng up to 
him, and asked him, "Good Teacher, Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?" delivered to the chief priests and the 
18And Jesus said to him, "Why do you scribes, and they will condemn him to 
call me good? No one is good but God death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; 
alone. l<J You know the commandments: 34 and they will mock him, and spit upon 
'Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, him, and scourge him, and kill him; and 
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, after three days he will rise." 
Do not defraud, Honor your father and 35 And James and John, the sons of 
mother.' " 2°And he said to him, Zeb'edee, came forward to him, and 
"Teacher, all these I have observed said to him, "Teacher, we want vou to 
from my youth." 21And Jesus looking do for us whatever we ask of-you." 
upon him loved him, and said to him, .16And he said to them, "What do you 
"You lack one thing; go, sell what you want me to do for you?" J7And they 
have, and give to the poor, and you will said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your 
have treasure in heaven; and come, right hand and one at your left, in your 
follow me." 22At that saying his counte- glory." 38 But Jesus said to them, "You 
nance fell, and he went away sorrowful; do not know what you are asking. Are 
for he had great possessions. you able to drink the cup that I drink, 

23 And Jesus looked around and said or to be baptized with the baptism with 
to his disciples, "How hard it will be which I am baptized?" !<JAnd they said 
for those who have riches to enter the to him, "We are able." And Jesus said 
kingdom of God!" 24And the disciples to them, "The cup that I drink you will 
were amazed at his words. But Jesus drink; and with the baptism with which 
said to them again, "Children, how hard I am baptized, you will be baptized; 
it is• to enter the kingdom of God! 40 bm to sit at my right hand or at my 
25 It is easier for a camel to go through left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man those for whom it has been prepared." 
to enter the kingdom of God." 26And 41And when the ten heard it, they began 
they were exceedingly astonished, and to be indignant at James and John. 
said to him,' "Then who can be saved?" 42And Jesus called them to him and said 
27 Jesus looked at them and said, "With to them, "You know that those who are 
men it is impossible, but not with God; supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord 
for all things are possible with God." it over them, and their great men exer-
28 Peter began to say to him, "Lo, we cise authority over them. 4J But it shall 
have left everything and followed you." not be so among you; but whoever 
29 Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, there would be great among you must be your 
is no one who has left house or brothers servant, 44 and whoever would be first 
or sisters or mother or father or children among you must be slave of all. 45 For 
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, the Son of man also came not to be 
30 who will not receive a hundredfold served but to serve, and to gi\•e his life 
now in this time, houses and brothers as a ransom for many." 
and sisters and mothers and children 46 And they came to Jericho; and as 
and lands, with persecutions, and in the he was leaving Jericho with his disciples 
age to come eternal life. 31 But many and a great multitude, Bartimae'us, a 
that are first will be last, and the last blind beggar, the son of Timae'us, was 
first." sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he 

32 And they were on the road, going heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of 
ahead of them; and they were amazed, David, have mercy on me!" 48And 
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Entry into Jerusalem 
many rebuked him, celling him co be 
silenc; bur he cried our all rhe more, 
"Son of David, have mercy on me!" 
49And Jesus scopped and said, "Call 
him." And rhey called rhe blind man; 
saying co him, "Take hcarc; rise, he i~ 
calling you." 50And chrowing off his 
mantle he sprang up and came to Jesus. 
51And Jesus said to him, "What do you 
wane me co do for you?" And che blind 
man said to him, "Master,' lee me re
ceive my sight." 52And Jesus said to 
him, "Go your way; your faich has 
made you well." And immediarely he 
received his sight and followed him on 
the way. 

11 And when rhey drew near to 
Jerusalem, co Bech'phage and 

Berhany, at the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of his disciples, 2 and said to them, 
"Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately as you enter it you will 
find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 
sat; untie it and bring it. l If any one 
says co you, 'Why are you doing this?' 
say, 'The Lord has need of it and will 
send ir back here immediately.' " 4And 
rhey went away, and found a colt tied at 
che door our in rhe open srreer; and chey 
untied it. 'And chose who scood rhere 
said co chem, "Whac are you doing, 
untying the colt?" 6And chey told them 
what Jesus had said; and they let them 
go. 7 And they broughc the colt to Jes us, 
and threw their garments on it; and he 
sar upon it. BAnd many spread their 
garments on rhe road, and others spread 
leafy branches which they had cut from 
the fields. 9And those who went before 
and those who followed cried out, 
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the 
kingdom of our farher David that is 
coming! Hosanna in the highest!" 

11 And he entered Jerusalem, and 
went in co the temple; and when he had 
looked round at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany 
with rhe twelve. 

12 On the following day, when they 
came from Bethany, he was hungry. 
13And seeing in the distance a fig tree in 

45 MARK 11 
le~f, he wem to see if he could find any
thing on It. When he came to it, he 
found nothing but leaves, for it was not 
the season for figs. 14And he said to it, 
"May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again." And his disciples heard it. 

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And 
he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold and chose 
who boughc in the temple, and he over
turned the tables of the money
changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons; 16 and he would not allow any 
one to carry anything through the tem
ple. 17 And he taught, and said to chem, 
"Is it not written, 'My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the na
tions'? But you have made it a den of 
robbers." lBAnd the chief priests and 
the scribes heard it and sought a way to 
destroy him; for they feared him, be
cause all the multitude was asconished 
at his teaching. 19And when evening 
came they" went out of the city. 

20 As they passed by in the morning, 
they saw the fig tree withered away co 
its roots. 21And Peter remembered and 
said to him, "Master,,. look! The fig 
tree which you cursed has withered." 
22And Jesus answered them, "Have 
faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, 
whoever says co this mountain, 'Be 
taken up and cast into the sea,' and does 
not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
what he says will come co pass, it will be 
done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, 
whatever you ask in prayer, believe chat 
you have received" it, and it will be yours. 

' 5 And whenever you srand praying, for-
give, if you have anything against any 
one; so that your Father also who is in 
heaven may forgive you your rres
passes. "W 

27 And they came again to Jerusalem. 
And as he was walking in the temple, 
the chief priests and the scribes and the 
elders came to him, 28 and they said co 
him, "By what authority are you doing 
these things, or who gave you this 
authority to do them?" 29 Jesus said to 
them, "I will ask you a quescion; an
swer me, and I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. JO Was the 

u, Oihcr ancient authorities read are receiving 1 0r Rabbi 11 0ther ancient authorities read he 1 '0r R<.1bb1 
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MARK 11 46 Paying taxes to Caesar 
baptism of John from heaven or from of men, bur truly reach che way of God. 
men? Answer me." 31And they argued Is ic lawful co pay taxes co Caesar, or 
wich one another, "If we say, 'From nor? IS Should we pay chem, or should 
heaven,' he will say, 'Why then did you we nor?" Bue knowing their hypocrisy, 
nor believe him?' 32 Bue shall we say, he said co chem, "Why puc me co che 
'From men'?"-chey were afraid of che cesc? Bring me a coin,x and lee me look 
people, for all held char John was a real ac ic." 16And chey brought one. And he 
prophet. D So they answered Jesus, said co chem, "Whose likeness and in
"We do nor know." And Jesus said co scripcion is chis?" They said co him, 
chem, "Neither will I cell you by what "Caesar's." 17 Jesus said co chem, 
auchoricy I do these things." "Render co Caesar che things char are 

12 And he began co speak co them Caesar's, and co God che things char are 
in parables. "A man planted a God's." And chey were amazed ac him. 

vineyard, and sec a hedge around ic, and 18 And Sad'ducees came co him, who 
dug a pie for che wine press, and built a say char there is no resurrection; and 
cower, and lee ic our co tenants, and went they asked him a question, saying, 
into another country. 2 When che rime 19 "Teacher, Moses wrote for us char if 
came, he sent a servant co the tenants, co a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, 
gee from chem some of che fruit of che bur leaves no child, che man" muse cake 
vineyard. 'And they cook him and bear che wife, and raise up children for his 
him, and sent him away empty-handed. brother. 20 There were seven brothers; 
4Again he sent co chem another servant, che first cook a wife, and when he died 
and they wounded him in che head, and left no children; 21 and the second cook 
created him shamefully. SAnd he sent her, and died, leaving no children; and 
another, and him they killed; and so the third likewise; 22 and che seven left 
with many ochers, some they bear and no children. Lase of all che woman also 
some they killed. 6 He had still one died. 23 In the resurrection whose wife 
ocher, a beloved son; finally he sent him will she be? For the seven had her as 
co chem, saying, 'They will respect my wife." 
son.' 7 Bue those cenancs said co one 24 Jesus said co chem, "Is nor this 
another, 'This is che heir; come, lee us why you are wrong, char you know 
kill him, and che inheritance will be neither the scriptures r:or che power of 
ours.' HAnd they cook him and killed God? 25 For when they rise from che 
him, and case him our of che vineyard. dead, they neither marry nor are given 
9 What will che owner of che vineyard in marriage, bur are like angels in 
do? He will come and destroy che heaven. 26And as for che dead being 
tenants, and give che vineyard co ochers. raised, have you nor read in the book 
10 Have you nor read chis scripture: of Moses, in che passage about the 

'The very stone which che builders bush, how God said co him, 'I am che 
rejected God of Abraham, and che God of 

has become che head of che corner; Isaac, and che God of Jacob'? 27 He is 
11 this was che Lord's doing, nor God of che dead, bur of the living; 

and ic is marvelous in our eyes'?" you are quite wrong." 
12 And they cried co arrest him, bur 28 And one of che scribes came up 

feared the mulcicude, for they per- and heard chem disputing with one 
ceived char he had cold che parable another, and seeing char he answered 
against chem; so they left him and went chem well, asked him, "Which com
away. mandment is che fuse of all?" 29 Jesus 

13 And chey sent co him some of che answered, "The first is, 'Hear, 0 Israel: 
Pharisees and some of che Hero'di-ans, The Lord our God, the Lord is one; 
co entrap him in his talk. 14And they .10 and you shall love che Lord your God 
came and said co him, "Teacher, we with all your hearc, and with all your 
know that you are true, and care for no soul, and with all your mind, and with 
man; for you do nor regard the position all your strength.' 31 The second is chis, 
1 Greek a dmanus .II Greek his brotha 
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The widow's penny 47 MARK 13 
'You shall love your neighbor as your- to him, "Look, Teacher, what wonder
self.' There is no other commandment ful stones and what wonderful build
greater than these." 32And the scribe ings!" 2And Jesus said to him, "Do you 
said to him, "You are right, Teacher; see these great buildings? There will 
you have truly said that he is one, and not be left here one stone upon another, 
there is no other but he; 33 and to love that will not be thrown down." 
him with all the heart, and with all the 3 And as he sat on the Mount of 
understanding, and with all the strength, Olives opposite the temple, Peter and 
and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is James and John and Andrew asked him 
much more than all whole burnt offer- privately, 4 "Tell us, when will this be, 
ings and sacrifices." 34And when Jesus and what will be the sign when these 
saw that he answered wisely, he said to things are all to be accomplished?" 
him, "You are not far from the kingdom SAnd Jesus began to say to them, "Take 
of God." And after that no one dared to heed that no one leads you astray. 
ask him any question. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, 

35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, 'I am he!' and they will lead many 
he said, "How can the scribes say that astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and 
the Christ is the son of David? .16 David rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this 
himself, inspired by z the Holy Spirit, must take place, but the end is not yet. 
declared, R For nation will rise against nation, and 

'The Lord said to my Lord, kingdom against kingdom; there will be 
Sit at my right hand, earthquakes in various places, there will 
till I put thy enemies under thy feet.' be famines; this is but the beginning of 

37 David himself calls him Lord; so the birth-pangs. 
how is he his son?" And the great 9 "But take heed to yourselves; for 
throng heard him gladly. they will deliver you up to councils; and 

38 And in his teaching he said, "Be- you will be beaten in synagogues; and 
ware of the scribes, who like to go about you will stand before governors and 
in long robes, and to have salutations in kings for my sake, to bear testimony 
the market places 39 and the best seats in before them. IOAnd the gospel must 
the synagogues and the places of honor first be preached to all nations. 11And 
at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses when they bring you to trial and deliver 
and for a pretense make long prayers. you up, do not be anxious beforehand 
They will receive the greater con- what you are to say; but say whatever is 
demnation." given you in that hour, for it is not you 

41 And he sat down opposite the who speak, but the Holy Spirit. I2And 
treasury, and watched the multitude brother will deliver up brother to death, 
putting money into the treasury. Many and the father his child, and children 
rich people put in large sums. 42And a will rise against parents and have them 
poor widow came, and put in two put to death; 13 and you will be hated by 
copper coins, which make a penny. all for my name's sake. But he who en-
43And he called his disciples to him, and dures to the end will be saved. 
said to them, "Truly, I say to you, this 14 "But when you see the desolating 
poor widow has put in more than all sacrilege set up where it ought not to be 
those who are contributing to the (let the reader understand),. then let 
treasury. 44 For they all contributed our those who are in Judea flee to the moun
of their abundance; but she out of her tains; IS let him who is on the housetop 
poverty has put in everything she had, not go down, nor enter his house, to 
her whole living." take anything away; 16 and let him who 

is in the field not turn back to take his 

13 And as he came out of the mantle. 17And alas for those who are 
temple, one of his disciples said with child and for those who give suck 

~ Or hinuelf, in 
12.JJ: I Sam 15.22; Hos 6.6; Mic 6.6-8; Mt 9.13. 12.35-37: Mt 22.41-46; Lk 20.41-44. 
12.J&: Ps 110.I; Acts 2.34-35; Heb 1.13. 12.38-40: Mt 23.5-7; Lk 20.46-47; 11.43. 
12.41-44: Lk 21.1-4; Jn 8.20. 13.1-37: Mt 24; Lk 21.5-36. 
IJ.2: Lk 19.43-44; Mk 14.58; 15.29; Jn 2.19; Acts 6.14. 
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MARK 13 48 
in those days ! I 8 Pray that it may not 
happen in winter. 19 For in those days 
there will be such tribulation as has not 
been from the beginning of the creation 
which·God created until now, and never 
will be. 20And if the Lord had not 
shortened the days, no human being_ 
would be saved; but for the sake of the 
elect, whom he chose, he shortened the 
days. 21And then if any one says to you, 
'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'Look, 
there he is!' do not believe it. 22 False 
Christs and false prophets will arise and 
show signs and wonders, to lead astray, 
if possible, the elect. 23 But take heed; 
I have told you all things beforehand. 

The anointing at Bethany 
It was now two days before 14 the Passover and the feast of Un

leavened Bread. And the chief priests 
and the scribes were seeking how to 
arrest him by stealth, and kill him; 2 for 
they said, "Not during the feast, lest 
there be a tumult of the people." 

24 "But in those days, after that 
tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. 26And then they will see 
the Son of man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory. 27And then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28 "From the fig tree learn its lesson: 
as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 29 So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know 
that he is near, at the very gates. 
30 Truly, I say to you, this generation 
will not pass away before all these things 
take place. JI Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

32 "But of that day or that hour no 
one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father .. JJ Take heed, watch;" for you 
do not know when the time will come. 
:14 It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his serv
ants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch .. ls Watch therefore--for you do 
not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at mid
night, or at cockcrow, or in the morning 
-"' lest he come suddenly and find 
you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I 
say to all: Watch." 
u Other an<.:icni authorities add crnd pray 
,, The dcnariu' wa~ a duy'~ wage for a laborer 

3 And while he was at Bethany in 
the house of Simon the leper, as he sat 
at table, a woman came with an ala
baster flask of ointment of pure nard, 
very costly, and she broke the flask and 
poured it over his head. 4 But there 
were some who said to themselves in
dignantly, "Why was the ointment thus 
wasted? s For this ointment might have 
been sold for more than three hundred 
denarii, 1' and given to the poor." And 
they reproached her. 6 But Jesus said, 
"Let her alone; why do you trouble 
her? She has done a beautiful thing to 
me. 7 For you always have the poor 
with you, and whenever you will, you 
can do good to them; but you will not 
always have me. 8 She has done what 
she could; she has anointed my body 
beforehand for burying. YAnd truly, I 
say to you, wherever the gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what she 
has done will be told in memory of 
her." 

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one 
of the twelve, went to the chief priests 
in order to betray him to them. "And 
when they heard it they were glad, and 
promised to give him money. And 
he sought an opportunity to betray 
him. 

12 And on the first day of Unleavened 
Bread, when they sacrificed the pass
over lamb, his disciples said to him, 
"Where will you have us go and prepare 
for you to eat the passover?" l3And he 
sent two of his disciples, and said to 
them, "Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you; 
follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, 
say to the householder, 'The Teacher 
says, Where is my guest room, where I 
am to eat the passover with my disci
ples?' ISAnd he will show you a large 
upper room furnished and ready; there 
prepare for us." I6And the disciples set 
out and went to the city, and found it as 

13.22: M1 7.15; Jn 4.48. 13.26: Mk 8.B; Mt 10.23; Dan 7.13. 13.30: Mk 9.1. 13.31: Mt 5.18; Lk 16.17. 
13.32: Act> 1.7. 13.33: Eph 6.18; Col 4.2. 13.34: Mt 25.14. 13.35: Lk 12.35-40. 
14.1-2: Mt 26.1-5; Lk 22.1-2; Jn 11.47-53. 14.3-9: Mt 26.6-13; Lk 7.36-38;Jn 12.1-8. 14.7: Deut 15.11. 
14.8: Jn 19.40. 14.10-11: Mt 26.14-16; Lk 22.3-6. 14.12-16: Mr 26.17-19; Lk 22.7-13. 



The last supper 49 MARK 14 
he had told them; and they prepared the watch."11 l5And going a little farther, he 
passover. fell on the ground and prayed that, if it 

17 And when it was evening he came were possible, the hour might pass from 
with the twelve. 18And as they were at him. l6And he said, "Abba, Father, all 
table eating, Jesus said, "Truly, I say things are possible to thee; remove this 
to you, one of you will betray me, one cup from me; yet not what I will, but 
who is eating with me." 19 They began what thou wilt." 37And he came and 
to be sorrowful, and to say to him one found them sleeping, and he said to 
after another, "Is it I?" 20 He said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could 
them, "It is one of the twelve, one who you not watchd one hour? 38 Watchd 
is dipping bread into the dish with and pray that you may not enter into 
me. 1l Far the Son of man goes as it is temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, 
written of him, but woe to that man by but the flesh is weak." 39And again he 
whom the Son of man is betrayed! It went away and prayed, saying the same 
would have been better for that man if words. 40And again he came and found 
he had not been born." them sleeping, for their eyes were very 

22 And as they were eating, he took heavy; and they did not know what to 
bread, and blessed, and broke it, and answer him. 41And he came the third 
gave it to them, and said, "Take; this is time, and said to them, "Are you still 
my body." 23And he took a cup, and sleeping and taking your rest? It is 
when he had given thanks he gave it to enough; the hour has come; the Son of 
them, and they all drank of it. 24And he man is betrayed into the hands of 
said to them, "This is my blood of ther sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my 
covenant, which is poured out for betrayer is at hand." 
many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I shall not 43 And immediately, while he was 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until still speaking, Judas came, one of the 
that day when I drink it new in the twelve, and with him a crowd with 
kingdom of God." swords and clubs, from the chief priests 

26 And when they had sung a hymn, and th'e scribes and the elders. 44 Now 
they went out to the Mount of Olives. the betrayer had given them a sign, say-
27 And Jesus said to them, "You will all ing, "The one I shall kiss is the man; 
fall away; for it is written, 'I will strike seize him and lead him away under 
the shepherd, and the sheep will be guard." 45 And when he came, he went 
scattered.' 28 But after I am raised up, I up to him at once, and said, "Master!"' 
will go before you to Galilee." 29 Peter And he kissed him. 4 •And they laid 
said to him, "Even though they all fall hands on him and seized him. 4 7 But one 
away, I will not." 30And Jesus said to of those who stood by drew his sword, 
him, "Truly, I say to you, this very and struck the slave of the high priest 
night, before the cock crows twice, you and cut off his ear. ''And Jesus said to 
will deny me three times." .11 But he them, "Have you come out as against a 
said vehemently, "If I must die with robber, with swords and clubs to cap
you, I will not deny you." And they all ture me? 49 Day after day I was with you 
said the same. in the temple teaching, and you did not 

32 And they went to a place which seize me. But let the scriptures be ful
was called Gethsem'ane; and he said to filled." 5DAnd they all forsook him, and 
his disciples, "Sit here, while I pray." fled. 
3lAnd he took with him Peter and 51 And a young man followed him, 
James and John, and began to be greatly with nothing but a linen cloth about his 
distressed and troubled. l4And he said body; and they seized him, 52 but 
to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, he left the linen cloth and ran away 
even to death; remain here, and naked. 

,.. Olhcr ancienr authorities insert 11ew d Or keep awake f' Or Rabbi 
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MARK 14 50 Peter's denial 
53 And they led Jesus to the high 

priest; and all the chief priests and the 
elders and the scribes were assembled. 
54And Peter had followed him at a dis
tance, right into the courtyard of the 
high priest; and he was sining with the 
guards, and warming himself at the fire. 
55 Now the chief priests and the whole 
council sought testimony against Jesus 
to put him to death; but they found 
none. 56 For many bore false witness 
against him, and their witness did not 
agree. 57 And some stood up and bore 
false witness against him, saying, 
58 "We heard him say, 'I will destroy 
this temple that is made with hands, and 
in three days I will build another, not 
made with hands.' " 59 Yet not even so 
did their testimony agree. 60 And the 
high priest stood up in the midst, and 
asked Jesus, "Have you no answer to 
make? What is it that these men testify 
against you?" 61 But he was silent and 
made no answer. Again the high priest 
asked him, "Are you the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed?" 62And Jesus said, 
"I am; and you will see the Son of man 
seated at the right hand of Power, and 
coming with the clouds of heaven." 
6 3 And the high priest tore his garments, 
and said, "Why do we still need wit
nesses? 64 You have heard his blas
phemy. What is your decision?" And 
they all condemned him as deserving 
death. 65And some began to spit on him, 
and to cover his face, and to strike 
him, saying to him, "Prophesy!" And 
the guards received him with blows. 

66 And as Peter was below in the 
courtyard, one of the maids of the high 
priest came; 67 and seeing Peter warm
ing himself, she looked at him, and said, 
"You also were with the Nazarene, 
Jesus." 68 But he denied it, saying, "I 
neither know nor understand what you 
mean." And he went out into the gate
way.f 69And the maid saw him, and 
began again to say to the bystanders, 
"This man is one of them." 10 But 
again he denied it. And after a little 
while again the bystanders said to Peter, 
"Certainly you are one of them ; for you 

are a Galilean." 71 But he began to in
voke a curse on himself and to swear, "I 
do not know this man of whom you 
speak." 72And immediately the cock 
crowed a second time. And Peter re
membered how Jesus had said to him, 
"Before the cock crows twice, you will 
deny me three times." And he broke 
down and wept. 

15 And as soon as it was morning 
the chief priests, with the elders 

and scribes, and the whole council held 
a consultation; and they bound Jesus 
and led him away and delivered him to 
Pilate. 2And Pilate asked him, "Are you 
the King of the Jews?" And he an
swered him, "You have said so." JAnd 
the chief priests accused him of many 
things. 4And Pilate again asked him, 
"Have you no answer to make? See how 
many charges they bring against you." 
5 But Jesus made no further answer, so 
that Pilate wondered. 

6 Now at the feast he used to release 
for them one prisoner for whom they 
asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, 
who had committed murder in the in
surrection, there was a man called 
Barab'bas. 8And the crowd came up and 
began to ask Pilate to do as he was wont 
to do for them. YAnd he answered them, 
"Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?" IO For he perceived 
that it was out of envy that the chief 
priests had delivered him up. 11 But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
have him release for them Barab'bas in
stead. I2And Pilate again said to them, 
"Then what shall I do with the man 
whom you call the King of the Jews?" 
l.1And they cried out again, "Crucify 
him." I4And Pilate said to them, "Why, 
what evil has he done?" But they 
shouted all the more, "Crucify him." 
15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
crowd, released for them Barab'bas; 
and having scourged Jesus, he delivered 
him to be crucified. 

16 And the soldiers led him away in
side the palace (that is, the praetorium); 
and they called together the whole 
battalion. 1-And they clothed him in a 

f Or fore-cuurt. Other ancient authorities add a11d 
0
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The crucifixion 51 MARK 16 
purple cloak, and plaiting a crown of 
thorns they put it on him. IMAnd they 
began to salute him, "Hail, King of the 
Jews I" I YAnd they struck his head with 
a reed, and spat upon him, and they 
knelt down in homage to him. 20And 
when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak, and 
put his own clothes on him. And they 
led him out to crucify him. 

21 And they compelled a passer-by, 
Simon of Cyre'ne, who was coming in 
from the country, the father of Alex
ander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 
22And they brought him to the place 
called Gol'gotha (which means che 
place of a skull). 23And they offered 
him wine mingled with myrrh; but he 
did not take it. 24 And they crucified 
him, and divided his garments among 
them, cascing lots for them, to decide 
what each should take. 25And it was 
che third hour, when they crucified 
him. 26And the inscription of the 
charge againsc him read, "The King of 
the Jews." 27 And wich him they cruci
fied two robbers, one on his right and 
one on his left." 29And those who passed 
by derided him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, "Aha! You who would de
stroy the temple and build it in three 
days, .10 save yourself, and come down 
from the cross!" .11 So also the chief 
priests mocked him to one another with 
the scribes, saying, "He saved others; 
he cannot save himself. .12 Let the 
Christ, the King of Israel, come down 
now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe." Those who were crucified 
with him also reviled him. 

33 And when the sixth hour had 
come, there was darkness over the whole 
land 11 until the ninth hour .. l4And at the 
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, "E'lo-i, E'lo-i, la'ma sabach
tha'ni?" which means, "My God, my 
God, why hasc thou forsaken me?" 
-1'And some of che bystanders hearing it 
said, "Behold, he is calling Eli'jah." 
1°And one ran and, filling a sponge full 
of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to 

him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see 
whether Eli'iah will come to take him 
down." J?And Jesus uttered a loud cry, 
and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 
of che temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom. 39And when the cen
turion, who stood facing him, saw that 
he thusi breathed his last, he said, 
"Truly this man was the Son-r of 
God!" 

40 There were also women looking on 
from afar, among whom were Mary 
Mag'dalene, and Mary the mother of 
James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salo'me, 41 who, when he was in Galilee, 
followed him, and ministered to him; 
and also many other women who came 
up with him to Jerusalem. 

42 And when evening had come, 
since it was the day of Preparation, that 
is, the day before the sabbath, 4.l Joseph 
of Arimathe'a, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself look
ing for the kingdom of God, took cour
age and went to Pilate, and asked for the 
body of Jesus. 44And Pilate wondered if 
he were already dead; and summoning 
che centurion, he asked him whether he 
was already dead) 45And when he 
learned from the centurion that he was 
dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
46And he bought a linen shroud, and 
taking him down, wrapped him in the 
linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb 
which had been hewn out of the rock; 
and he rolled a stone against the door of 
the tomb. 47 Mary Mag'dalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses saw where he 
was laid. . 

16 And when the sabbath was past,i 
Mary Mag'dalene, and Mary the' 

mother of James, and Salo'me, bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint 
him. 2And very early on the first day of 
the week they went to the tomb when 
the sun had risen. -1And they were say
ing to one another, "Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the door of the 
tomb?" 4And looking up, they saw that 
the stone was rolled back - it was very 
large. 5 And entering the tomb, they 

'' 01hcr arn..icnl aut~,onric-, in~crc verse 28, And the 1(n-ptro·e was fuJjilled which .1ays, "He was rako11ed with 
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MARK 16 52 
saw a young man s1mng on the right 
side, dressed in a white robe; and they 
were amazed. 6And he said to them, 
"Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen, he is not here; see the place where 
they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disci
ples and Peter that he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
as he told you." HAnd they went out and 
fled from the tomb; for trembling and 
astonishment had come upon them; and 
they said nothing to any one, for they 
were afraid. 

'------
9 Now when he rose early on the 

first day of the week, he appeared first 
to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had 
cast out seven demons. ' 0 She went out 
and told those who had been with him, 
as they mourned and wept. 1 1 But when 
they heard that he was alive and had 
been seen by her, they would not believe 
it. 

12 After this he appeared in another 
form to two of them, as they were walk
ing into the country. ' 3 And they went 

"He has risen" 
back and told the rest, but they did not 
believe them. 

14 Afterward he appeared to the 
eleven themselves as they sat at table; 
and he upbraided them for their un
belief and hardness of heart, because 
they had not believed those who saw 
him after he had risen. ' 5 And he said to 
them, "Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to the whole crea
tion. 1 6 He who believes and is bap
tized will be saved; but he who does 
not believe will be condemned. ' 7 And 
these signs will accompany those who 
believe: in my name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak in new tongues; 
1 'they will pick up serpents, and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt 
them; they will lay their hands on the 
sick, and they will recover." 

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he 
had spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand 
of God. 20 And they went forth and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the 
message by the signs that attended it. 
Amen.k 

k Some of the mos1 ancient authorities bring the book to a close at chc end of ''crse 8. One auchority cnncluJc:. the b~1ok 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

LUKE 

1 Inasmuch as many have under
taken to compile a narrative of the 

things which have been accomplished 
among us, 2 just as they were delivered 
to us by those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word, .1 it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely" for 
some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent The
oph'il us, 4 that you may know the truth 
concerning the things of which you have 
been informed. 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, 
there was a priest named Zechari'ah, 1' 

of the division of Abi'jah; and he had a 
wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her 
name was Elizabeth. 6And they were 
both righteous before God, walking in 
all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless. 7 But they had 
no child, because Elizabeth was barren, 
and both were advanced in years. 

8 Now while he was serving as priest 
before God when his division was on 
duty, 9 according to the custom of the 
priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter 
the temple of the Lord and bum in
cense. lOAnd the whole multitude of the 
people were praying outside at the hour 
of incense. llAnd there appeared to him 
an angel of the Lord standing on the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12And 
Zechari'ah was troubled when he saw 
him, and fear fell upon him. U But the 
angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zechari'ah, for your prayer is heard, 
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name John. 
14 And you will have joy and gladness, 

and many will rejoice at his birth; 
15 for he will be great before the Lord, 

and he shall drink no wine nor strong 
drink, 

and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, 

even from his mother's womb. 

16 And he will tum many of the sons 
of Israel to the Lord their God, 

17 and he will go before him in the spirit 
and power of Eli'jah, 

to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, 

and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, 

to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared." 

lBAnd Zechari'ah said to the angel, 
"How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is advanced in 
years." 19And the angel answered him, 
"I am Gabriel, who stand in the pres
ence of God; and I was sent to speak to 
you, and to bring you this good news. 
20And behold, you will be silent and 
unable to speak until the day that these 
things come to pass, because you did 
not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time." 21And the people 
were waiting for Zechari'ah, and they 
wondered at his delay in the temple. 
22And when he came out, he could not 
speak to them, and they perceived that 
he had seen a vision in the temple; and 
he made signs to them and remained 
dumb. 2JAnd when his time of service 
was ended, he went to his home. 

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth 
conceived, and for five months she hid 
herself, saying, 25 "Thus the Lord has 
done to me in the days when he looked 
on me, to take away my reproach among 
men.'' 

26 In the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the 
virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came 
to her and said, "Hail, 0 favored one, 
the Lord is with you!"r 29 But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and con
sidered in her mind what sort of greet
ing this might be. JOAnd the angel said 
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

11 Or accururely 11 Greek Zacharias ,. Other ancient authorities add "Blessed are you among women.'" 
1.2: I Jn I.I; Am 1.21; Heb 2, 3. 1.3: Acts I.I. 1.4: Jn 20.31. 1.5: Mt 2.1; I Chron 24.10; 2 Chron 31.2. 
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LUKE 1 54 The magnificat 
have found favor with God. 31And be- For behold, henceforth all genera-
hold, you will conceive in your womb tions will call me blessed; 
and bear a son, and you shall call his 49 for he who is mighty has done great 
name Jesus. things for me, 
32 He will be great, and will be called and holy is his name. 

the Son of the Most High; 5o And his mercy is on those who fear 
and the Lord God will give to him him 

the throne of his father David, from generation to generation. 
33 and he will reign over the house of 51 He has shown strength with his arm, 

Jacob for ever; he has scattered the proud in the 
and of his kingdom there will be no imagination of their hearts, 

end." 52 he has put down the mighty from 
34And Mary said to the angel, "How their thrones, 
shall this be, since I have no husband?" _ and exalted those of low degree; 
35And the angel said to her, '·1 he has filled the hungry with good 

"The Holy Spirit will come upon things, 
you, and the rich he has sent empty away. 

and the power of the Most High will 54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
overshadow you; in remembrance of his mercy, 

therefore the child to be bornrl will be 55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
called holy, to Abraham and to his posterity for 

the Son of God. ever." 
.16And behold, your kinswoman Eliza- 56And Mary remained with her about 
beth in her old age has also conceived a three months, and returned to her 
son; and this is the sixth month with ~-
her who was called barren. 37 For with Now the time came for Elizabeth 
God nothing will be impossible." to be delivered, and she gave birth to a 
38And Mary said, "Behold, I am the son. 58And her neighbors and kinsfolk 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me heard that the Lord had shown great 
according to your word." And the angel mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
departed from her. her. 59And on the eighth day they came 

39 In those days Mary arose and went to circumcise the child; and they would 
with haste into the hill country, to a have named him Zechari'ah after his 
city of Judah, 40 and she entered the father, 60 but his mother said, "Not so; 
house of Zechari'ah and greeted Eliza- he shall be called John." MAnd they 
beth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the said to her, "None of your kindred is 
greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in called by this name." 02And they made 
her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with signs to his father, inquiring what he 
the Holy Spirit 42 and she exclaimed would have him called. 63And he asked 
with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among for a writing tablet, and wrote, "His 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your name is John." And they all marveled. 
womb! 4.1And why is this granted me, 64And immediately his mouth was 
that the mother of my Lord should opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
come to me? 44 For behold, when the spoke, blessing God. 65And fear came 
voice of your greeting came to my ears, on all their neighbors. And all these 
the babe in my womb leaped for joy. things were talked about through all the 
45And blessed is she who believed that hill country of Judea; 66 and all who 
there would be" a fulfilment of what heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
was spoken to her from the Lord." saying, "What then will this child be?" 
46And Mary said, For the hand of the Lord was with 

"My soul magnifies the Lord, /- hi6; 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God m And his father Zechari'ah was 

Savior, filled with the Holy Spirit, and proph-
48 for he has regarded the low estate of esied, saying, 

his handmaiden. 68 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

d Ocher ancient authorities add of you ,. Or bdie·ved, for rha·c will be 
1.31: Lk 2.21; Mt 1.21. 1.33: Mt 28.18; Dan 2.44. 1.34: Lk 1.18. 1.35: Mi 1.20. L37: Gen 18.14. 
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Birth of Jesus 
for he has visited and redeemed his 

people, 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation 

for us 
in the house of his servant David, 

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old, 

71 that we should be saved from our 
enemies, 

and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to perform the mercy promised to 

our fathers, 
and to remember his holy covenant, 

73 the oath which he swore to our father 
Abraham, 74 to grant us 

that we, being delivered from the 
hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 
75 in holiness and righteousness before 

him all the days of our life. 
76 And you, child, will be called the 

prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his 

people 
in the forgiveness of their sins, 

78 through the tender mercy of our God, 
when the day shall dawn upon! us 

from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in dark

ness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of 

...- peace." 
BO And the child grew and became strong 
in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 
till the day of his. manifestation tc 
Israel. 
.q..-..,ln those days a decree went out 
~ from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be enrolled. 2 This was 
the first enrollment, when Quirin'i-us 
was governor of Syria. 3And all went to 
be enrolled, each to his own city. 4And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethle
hem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, s to be enrolled with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. 6And while they were there, the 
time came for her to be delivered. 7And 
she gave birth to her first-born son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and 

55 LUKE 2 
laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

8 And in that region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear. 
lOAnd the angel said to them, "Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy which will come to 
all the people; II for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a babe 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger." BAnd suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heav
enly host praising God and saying, 
14 "Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among men with 
whom he is pleased !"Y 

15 When the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, "Let us go over to Bethle
hem and see this thing that has hap
pened, which the Lord has made known 
to us." I6And they went with haste, and 
found MaJ.y <md Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. 17And when they 
saw it they made known the saying 
which had been cold them concerning 
this child; IB and all who heard it won
dered at what the shepherds told them . 
19 But Mary kept all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them . 

21 And at the end of eight days, when 
he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he 
was conceived in the womb. 

22 And when the time came for their 
purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jeru
salem to present him to the Lord 23 (as 
it is written in the law of the Lord, 
"Every male that opens the womb shall 
h ~ailed holy to the Lord") 24 and to 
u1rer a sacrifice according to what is 
said in the law of the Lord, "a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons." 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

f Or whereby 1he dayspring will visir. Other anciem authorities read since 1he dayspring has visited 
'1 Other ancient authorities read peact1 good will among men 
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LUKE 2 56 Boy Jesus in the temple 
whose name was Simeon, and this man they went up according to custom; 
was righteous and devout, looking for ~3 and when the feast was ended, as they 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy were returning, the boy Jesus stayed 
Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that not know it, 44 but supposing him to be 
he should not see death before he had in the company they went a day's jour
seen the Lord's Christ. ~ 7And inspired ney, and they sought him among their 
by the Spirit" he came into the temple; kinsfolk and acquaintances; 45 and when 
and when the parents brought in the they did not find him, they returned to 
child Jesus, to do for him according to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46After three 
the custom of the law, 2H he took him days they found him in the temple, 
up in his arms and blessed God and sitting among the teachers, listening to 
said, them and asking them questions; 47 and 
29 "Lord, now lettest thou thy servam all who heard him were amazed at his 

depart in peace, understanding and his answers. 48And 
according to thy word; when they saw him they were aston-

.\O for mine eyes have seen thy salvation ished; and his mother said to him, 

.\I which thou hast prepared in the pres- "Son, why have you treated us so? 
ence of all peoples, Behold, your father and I have been 

.12 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, looking for you anxiously." 49 And he 
and for glory to thy people Israel." said to them, "How is it that you sought 
33 And his father and his mother me? Did you not know that I must be 

marveled at what was said about him; in my Father's house?" 50And they did 
.14 and Simeon blessed them and said not understand the saying which he 
to Mary his mother, spoke to them. SIAnd he went down 

"Behold, this child is set for the fall with them and came to Nazareth, and 
and rising of many in Israel, was obedient to them; and his mother 

and for a sign that is spoken against kept all these things in her heart. 
35 (and a sword will pierce through your 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom 

own soul also), and in stature,' and in favor with God 
that thoughts out of many hearts may and man. 

be revealed." 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, 

the daughter of Phan'u-el, of the tribe 
of Asher; she was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years 
from her virginity, 37 and as a widow 
till she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38And coming up at that very hour she 
gave thanks to God, and spoke of him 
to all who were looking for the redemp
tion of Jerusalem. 

39 And when they had performed 
everything according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own city, Nazareth. 40And the 
child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, 

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Tibe'ri-us Caesar, Pontius Pilate 

being governor of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
lturae'a and Trachoni'tis, and Lysa' -
ni-as tetrarch of Abile'ne, 2 in the high
priesthood of Annas and Ca'iaphas, the 
word of God came to John the son of 
Zechari'ah in the wilderness; 3 and he 
went into all the region about the J or
dan, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is 
written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, 

"The voice of one crying in the wil
derness: 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be 

brought low, 

h Or in 1he Spirit i Or years 
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John's exhortations 
and the crooked shall be made 

straight, 
and the rough ways shall be made 

smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation 

of God." 
7 He said therefore to the multitudes 

that came out to be baptized by him, 
"You brood of vipers ! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 
B Bear fruits that befit repentance, and 
do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our father'; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even 
now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire." 

10 And the multitudes asked him, 
"What then shall we do?" llAnd he 
answered them, "He who has two coats, 
let him share with him who has none; 
and he who has food, let him do like
wise." 12 Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized, and said to him, "Teacher, 
what shall we do?" BAnd he said to 
them, "Collect no more than is ap
pointed you." 14 Soldiers also asked 
him, "And we, what shall we do?" And 
he said to them, "Rob no one by 
violence or by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages." 

15 As the people were in expectation, 
and all men questioned in their hearts 
concerning John, whether perhaps he 
were the Christ, 16 John answered them 
all, "I baptize you with water; but he 
who is mightier than I is coming, the 
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie; he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 11 His win
nowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor, and to gather the wheat 
into his granary, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire." 

18 So, with many other exhortations, 
he preached good news to the people. 
19 But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Hero'di-as, his 
brother's wife, and for all the evil things 
that Herod had done, 20 added this to 
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them all, that he shut up John in 
prison. 

21 Now when all the people were 
baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22 and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him 
in bodily form, as a dove, and a voice 
came from heaven, "Thou art my 
beloved Son ;J with thee I am well 
pleased."k 

23 Jesus, when he began his min
istry, was about thirty years of age, 
being the son (as was supposed) of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of 
Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melchi, the son of Jan'na-i, the son of 
Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathi'as, the 
son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son 
of Esli, the son of Nag' ga-i, 26 the son of 
Ma'ath, the son of Mattathi'as, the son 
of Sem'e-in, the son of Josech, the son 
of Joda, 27 the son of Jo-an'an, the son 
of Rhesa, the son of Zerub'babel, 
the son of Sheal'ti-eJ,1 the son of Neri, 
28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, 
the son of Cosam, the son of Ehna'dam, 
the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the 
son of Elie'zer, the son of Jorim, the son 
of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of 
Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of 
Eli'akim, 31 the son of Me'le-a, the 
son of Menna, the son of Mat'tatha, 
the son of Nathan, the son of David, 
32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the 
son of Bo'az, the son of Sala, the son of 
Nahshon, 33 the son of Ammin'adab, 
the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the 
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the 
son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the 
son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the 
son of Terah, the son of Nabor, 35 the 
son of Serug, the son of Re'u, the son of 
Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of 
Shelah, 36 the son of Ca-i'nan, the son 
of Arphax'ad, the son of Shem, the son 
of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son 
of Methu'selah, the son of Enoch, the 
son of Jared, the son of Maha'lale-el, 
the son of Ca-i'nan, 38 the son of Enos, 

~ g~e';'k' j;h;,;;'/e/or lhe) Beloved k Other ancient authorities read today J have begotren 1hee 
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LUKE 3 
the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the 
son of God. 

4 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan, and was 

led by the Spirit 2 for forty days in the 
wilderness, tempted by the devil. And 
he ate nothing in those days; and when 
they were ended, he was hungry. 3 The 
devil said to him, "If you are the Son of 
God, command this stone to become 
bread." 4And Jesus answered him, 
"It is written, 'Man shall not live by 
bread alone.' " SAnd the devil took him 
up, and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time, 6 and 
said to him, "To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory; for it has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to 
whom I will. 7 If you, then, will wor
ship me, it shall all be yours." 8And 
Jesus answered him, "It is written, 

'You shall worship the Lord your 
God, 

and him only shall you serve.' " 
9And he took him to Jerusalem, and set 
him on the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down from here; 10 for 
it is written, 

'He will give his angels charge of you, 
to guard you,' 

11 and 
'On their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a 

stone.' " 
12And Jesus answered him, "It is said, 
'You shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.'" BAnd when the devil had 
ended every temptation, he departed 
from him until an opportune time. 

14 And Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee, and a report 
concerning him went out through all 
the surrounding country. lSAnd he 
taught in their synagogues, being 
glorified by all. 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where 
he had been brought up; and he went 
to the synagogue, as his custom was, 
on the sabbath day. And he stood up 
to read; 17 and there was given to him 
the book of the prophet Isaiah. He 

58 Rejection at Nazareth 
opened the book and found the place 
where it was written, 
18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the acceptable year of the 

Lord." 
20And he closed the book, and gave it 
back to the attendant, and sat down; 
and the eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. 21And he began to 
say to them, "Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing." 22And 
all spoke well of him, and wondered at 
the gracious words which proceeded 
out of his mouth; and they said, "Is not 
this Joseph's son?" 23And he said to 
them, "Doubtless you will quote to me 
this proverb, 'Physician, heal yourself; 
what we have heard you did at Caper'
na-um, do here also in your own 
country.'" 24And he said, "Truly, I say 
to you, no prophet is acceptable in his 
own country. 25 But in truth, I tell you, 
there were many widows in Israel in 
the days of Eli'jah, when the heaven 
was shut up three years and six months, 
when there came a great famine over 
all the land; 26 and Eli'jah was sent to 
none of them but only to Zar'ephath, in 
the land of Sidon, to a woman who was 
a widow. 27And there were many lepers 
in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Eli'sha; and none of them was cleansed, 
but only Na'aman the Syrian." 28 When 
they heard this, all in the synagogue 
were filled with wrath. 29And they rose 
up and put him out of the city, and led 
him to the brow of the hill on which 
their city was built, that they might 
throw him down headlong. 30 But 
passing through the midst of them he 
went away. 

31 And he went down to Caper -
na-um, a city of Galilee. And he was 
teaching them on the sabbath; J2 and 
they were astonished at his teaching, for 
his word was with authority .. l3And in 
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Call of Simon Peter 59 LUKE 5 
the synagogue there was a man who had 
the spirit of an unclean demon; and he 
cried out with a loud voice, 34 "Ah!"' 
What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are, the Holy One 
of God." .15 But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, "Be silent, and come out of 
him!" And when the demon had 
thrown him down in the midst, he came 
out of him, having done him no harm. 
.16And they were all amazed and said to 
one another, "What is this word? For 
with authority and power he commands 
the unclean spirits, and they come out." 
.17 And reports of him went out into 
every piace in the surrounding region. 

38 And he arose and left the syna
gogue, and entered Simon's house. Now 
Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a 
high fever, and they besought him for 
her. 1qAnd he stood over her and 
rebuked the fever, and it left her; and 
immediately she rose and served them. 

40 Now when the sun was setting, 
all those who had any that were sick 
with various diseases brought them to 
him; and he laid his hands on every one 
of them and healed them. 41And de
mons also came out of many, crying, 
"You are the Son of God!" But he 
rebuked them, and would not allow 
them to speak, because they knew that 
he was the Christ. 

42 And when it was day he departed 
and went into a lonely place. And the 
people sought him and came to him, 
and would have kept him from leaving 
them; 4.1 but he said to them, "I must 
preach the good news of the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also; for I was 
sent for this purpose." 44And he was 
preaching in the synagogues of Judea.• 

5 While the people pressed upon 
him to hear the word of God, he 

was standing by the lake of Gennes'
aret. 2And he saw two boats by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone out of them 
and were washing their nets. 3 Getting 
into one of the boats, which was 
Simon's, he asked him to put out a little 
from the land. And he sat down and 
taught the people from the boat. 4And 

when he had ceased speaking, he said 
to Simon, "Put out into the deep and 
let down your nets for a catch." 5And 
Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all 
night and took nothing! But at your 
word I will let down the nets." 6And 
when they had done this, they enclosed 
a great shoal of fish; and as their nets 
were breaking, 7 they beckoned to their 
partners in the other boat to come and 
help them. And they came and filled 
both the boats, so that they began to 
sink. H But when Simon Peter saw it, he 
fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "De
part from me, for I am a sinful man, 
0 Lord." q For he. was astonished, and 
all that were with him, at the catch of 
fish which they had taken; 10 and so also 
were James and John, sons of Zeb'edee, 
who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; 
henceforth you will be catching men." 
11And when they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and 
followed him. 

12 While he was in one of the cities, 
there came a man full of leprosy; and 
when he saw Jes us, he fell on his face 
and besought him, "Lord, if you will, 
you can make me clean." DAnd he 
stretched out his hand, and touched 
him, saying, "I will; be clean." And 
immediately the leprosy left him. 14And 
he charged him to tell no one; but "go 
and show yourself to the priest, and 
make an offering for your cleansing, as 
Moses commanded, for a proof to the 
people." 0 15 But so much the more the 
report went abroad concerning him; 
and great multitudes gathered to hear 
and to be healed of their infirmities. 
16 But he withdrew to the wilderness 
and prayed. 

17 On one of those days, as he was 
teaching, there were Pharisees and 
teachers of the law sitting by, who had 
come from every village of Galilee and 
Judea and from Jerusalem; and the 
power of the Lord was with him to 
heal.P 18And behold, men were bring
ing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, 
and they sought to bring him in and 
lay him before Jesus;q 19 but finding no 
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LUKE 5 60 Lord of the sabbath 
way to bring him in, because of the 
crowd, they went up on the roof and 
let him down with his bed through the 
tiles into the midst before Jesus. 2UAnd 
when he saw their faith he said, "Man, 
your sins are forgiven you." 21And the 
scribes and the Pharisees began to ques
tion, saying, "Who is this that speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but 
God only?" 22 When Jesus perceived 
their questionings, he answered them, 
"Why do you question in your hearts? 
23 Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are 
forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise and 
walk'? 24 But that you may know that 
the Son of man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins"-he said to the man 
who was paralyzed-"! say to you, 
rise, take up your bed and go home." 
2SAnd immediately he rose before them, 
and took up that on which he lay, and 
went home, glorifying God. 26And 
amazement seized them all, and they 
glorified God and were filled with awe, 
saying, "We have seen strange things 
today." 

27 After this he went out, and saw a 
tax collector, named Levi, sitting at the 
tax office; and he said to him, "Follow 
me." 28And he left everything, and rose 
and followed him. 

29 And Levi made him a great feast 
in his house; and there was a large 
company of tax collectors and others 
sitting at table' with them .. lOAnd the 
Pharisees and their scribes murmured 
against his disciples, saying, "Why do 
you eat and drink with tax collectors 
and sinners?" 31And Jesus answered 
them, "Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are 
sick; 32 I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

33 And they said to him, "The disci
ples of John fast often and offer prayers, 
and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, 
but yours eat and drink." .l4And Jesus 
said to them, "Can you make wedding 
guests fast while the bridegroom is with 
them? 35 The days will come, when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast in those days." 
36 He told them a parable also: "No one 

tears a piece from a new garment and 
puts it upon an old garment; if he does, 
he will tear the new, and the piece from 
the new will not match the old. 37And 
no one puts new wine into old wine
skins; if he does, the new wine will 
burst the skins and it will be spilled, 
and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But 
new wine must be put into fresh wine
skins .. lYAnd no one after drinking old 
wine desires new; for he says, 'The old 
is good.' "s 

6 On a sabbath, 1 while he was going 
through the grainfields, his disciples 

plucked and ate some heads of grain, 
rubbing them in their hands. 2 But some 
of the Pharisees said, "Why are you 
doing what is not lawful to do on the 
sabbath?" 3And Jesus answered, "Have 
you not read what David did when he 
was hungry, he and those who were with 
him: 4 how he entered the house of God, 
and took and ate the bread of the 
Presence, which it is not lawful for any 
but the priests to eat, and also gave it to 
those with him?" 'And he said to them, 
"The Son of man is lord of the 
sabbath." 

6 On another sabbath, when he en
tered the synagogue and taught, a man 
was there whose right hand was 
withered. 7 And the scribes and the 
Pharisees watched him, to see whether 
he would heal on the sabbath, so that 
they might find an accusation against 
him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and 
he said to the man who had the withered 
hand, "Come and stand here." And he 
rose and stood there. 9And Jesus said 
to them, "I ask you, is it lawful on the 
sabbath to do good or to do harm, to 
save life or to destroy it?" IOAnd he 
looked around on them all, and said 
to him, "Stretch out your hand." And 
he did so, and his hand was restored. 
II But they were filled with fury and 
discussed with one another what they 
might do to Jesus. 

12 In these days he went out to the 
mountain to pray; and all night he con
tinued in prayer to God. 1 3 And when 
it was day, he called his disciples, and 
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Love and judgment 61 LUKE 6 
chose from them twelve, whom he your shirt. 30 Give to every one who 
named apostles; 14 Simon, whom he begs from you; and of him who cakes 
named Peter, and Andrew his brother, away your goods do not ask them again. 
and James and John, and Philip, and -11And as you wish that men would do 
Bartholomew, ''and Matthew, and to you, do so to them. 
Thomas, and James the son of Al- 32 "If you love those who love you, 
phaeus, and Simon who was called the what credit is that to you? For even 
Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, sinners love those who love them . .1.1And 
and Judas Iscariot, who became a if you do good to those who do good to 
traitor. you, what credit is that to you? For 

17 And he came down with them and even sinners do the same .. 14 And if you 
stood on a level place, with a great lend to those from whom you hope to 
crowd of his disciples and a great multi- receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
tude of people from all Judea and Jeru- sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
salem and the seacoast of Tyre and much again .. is But love your enemies, 
Sidon, who came to hear him and to be and do good, and lend, expecting noth
healed of their diseases; Ix and those ing in return;,. and your reward will be 
who were troubled with unclean spirits great, and you will be sons of the Most 
were cured. l'!And all the crowd sought High; for he is kind to the ungrateful 
to touch him, for power came forth and the selfish. -16 Be merciful, even as 
from him and healed them all. your Father is merciful. 

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his 37 "Judge not, and you will not be 
disciples, and said : judged; condemn not, and you will not 

"Blessed are you poor, for yours is be condemned; forgive, and you will be 
the kingdom of God. forgiven; .18 give, and it will be given to 

21 "Blessed are you that hunger now, you; good measure, pressed down, 
for you shall be satisfied. shaken together, running over, will be 

"Blessed arc you that weep now, for put into your lap. For the measure 
you shall laugh. you give will be the measure you get 

22 "Blessed are you when men hate back." 
you, and when they exclude you and 39 He also told them a parable: "Can 
revile you, and cast out your name as a blind man lead a blind man? Will they 
evil, on account of the Son of man! not both fall into a pit? 40A disciple is 
2.1 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, not abov<: his teacher, but every one 
for behold, your reward is great in whcu he is fully taught will be like his 
heaven; for so their fathers did to the teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck 
prophets. that is in your brother's eye, but do not 

24 "But woe to you that are rich, for notice the log that is in your own eye? 
you have received your consolation. 42 Or how can you say to your brother, 

25 "Woe to you that arc full now, for 'Brother, let me take out the speck that 
you shall hunger. is in your eye,' when you yourself do 

"Woe to you that laugh now, for you not see the log that is in your own eye? 
shall mourn and weep. You hypocrite, first take the log out of 

26 "Woe to you, when all men speak your own eye, and then you will sec 
well of you, for so their fathers did to clearly to take out the speck that is in 
the false prophets. your brother's eye. 

27 "But I say to you that hear, Love 43 "For no good tree bears bad fruit, 
your enemies, do good to those who nor again docs a bad tree bear good 
hate you, 2x bless those who curse you, fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its 
pray for those who abuse you. 29 To own fruit. For figs are not gathered 
him who strikes you on the cheek, offer from thorns, nor are grapes picked from 
the other also; and from him who takes a bramble bush. 45 The good man out of 
away your coat do not withhold even the good treasure of his heart produces 
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LUKE 6 62 Jesus and John the Baptist 
good, and the evil man out of his evil called Na'in, and his disciples and a 
treasure produces evil; for out of the great crowd went with him. 12As he 
abundance of the heart his mouth drew near to the gate of the city, behold, 
speaks. a man who had died was being carried 

46 "Why do you call me 'Lord, out, the only son of his mother, and she 
Lord,' and not do what I tell you? was a widow; and a large crowd from 
47 Every one who comes to me and the city was with her. 13And when the 
hears my words and does them, I will Lord saw her, he had compassion on 
show you what he is like: 48 he is like her and said to her, "Do not weep." 
a man building a house, who dug deep, 14And he came and touched the bier, 
and laid the foundation upon rock; and and the bearers stood still. And he said, 
when a flood arose, the stream broke "Young man, I say to you, arise." 
against that house, and could not shake 15And the dead man sat up, and began 
it, because it had been well built. w to speak. And he gave him to his 
49 But he who hears and does not do mother. lo Fear seized them all; and 
them is like a man who built a house on they glorified God, saying, "A great 
the ground without a foundation; prophet has arisen among us!" and 
against which the stream broke, and "God has visited his people!" 17And 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that this report concerning him spread 
house was great." through the whole of Judea and all the 

7 After he had ended all his sayings 
in the hearing of the people he 

entered Caper'na-um. 2 Now a centu
rion had a slave who was dearx to him, 
who was sick and at the point of death. 
-' When he heard of Jes us, he sent to 
him elders of the Jews, asking him to 
come and heal his slave. 4And when 
they came to Jesus, they besought him 
earnestly, saying, "He is worthy to have 
you do this for him, 5 for he loves our 
nation, and he built us our synagogue." 
0And Jesus went with them. When he 
was not far from the house, the centu
rion sent friends to him, saying to him, 
"Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am 
not worthy to have you come under my 
roof; 7 therefore I did not presume to 
come to you. But say the word, and let 
my servant be healed. 8 For I am a man 
set under authority, with soldiers under 
me: and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; 
and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; 
and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does 
it." 9 When Jesus heard this he mar
veled at him, and turned and said to the 
multitude that followed him, "I tell 
you, not even in Israel have I found 
such faith." IOAnd when those who had 
been sent returned to the house, they 
found the slave well. 

11 Soon afterward!/ he went to a city 

surrounding country. 
18 The disciples of John told him of 

all these things. 1°And John, calling IO 

him two of his disciples, sent them to 
the Lord, saying, "Are you he \\'ho is 
to come, or shall we look for another?" 
20And when the men had come to him, 
they said, "John the Baptist has sent 
us to you, saying, ·Are you he who is 
to come, or shall we look for another?' " 
21 In that hour he cured manv of dis
eases and plagues and e\·il spirits, and 
on many that were blind he bestowed 
sight. 22And he ans\\·ered them, "Go 
and tell John what you ha,·e seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
poor have good news preached IO them. 
2.1And blessed is he \\'ho takes no 
offense at me." 

24 When the messengers of John had 
gone, he began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: "What did you go 
out into the wilderness to behold? A 
reed shaken by the \\·ind? 2' \X'hat then 
did you go out to see? A man clothed in 
soft clothing? Behold, those who are 
gorgeously appareled and (j,·e in luxury 
are in kings' courts. 2o What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
27 This is he of whom it is written, 

1'' Other ancient authorities read Jou,,Jed upon th.: rllL'k 1 Or z·aluabl ... · 
Y Other ancient authorities read Nat day 
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The woman who was a sinner 63 LUKE 8 
'Behold, I send my messenger before 42 When they could not pay, he forgave 

thy face, them both. Now which of them will 
who shall prepare thy way before love him more?" 43 Simon answered, 

thee.' "The one, I suppose, to whom he for-
28 I tell you, among those born of gave more." And he said to him, "You 
women none is greater than John; yet have judged rightly." 44 Then turning 
he who is least in the kingdom of God toward the woman he said to Simon, 
is greater than he." 29 (When they "Do you see this woman? I entered 
heard this all the people and the tax your house, you gave me no water for 
collectors justified God, having been my feet, but she has wet my feet with 
baptized with the baptism of John; her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the 
rejected the purpose of God for them- time I came in she has not ceased to 
selves, not having been baptized by kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my 
him.) head with oil, but she has anointed my 

31 "To what then shall I compare feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell 
the men of this generation, and what you, her sins, which are many, are for
are they like? 32 They are like children given, for she loved much; but he who 
sitting in the market place and calling is forgiven little, loves little." 48And he 
to one another, said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 

'We piped to you, and you did not 49 Then those who were at table with 
dance; him began to say among themselves, 

we wailed, and you did not weep.' "Who is this, who even forgives sins?" 
JJ For John the Baptist has come eating SOAnd he said to the woman, "Your 
no bread and drinking no wine; and faith has saved you; go in peace." _ 
you say, 'He has a demon.' 34 The Son 8 Soon afterward he went on through 
of man has come eating and drinking; cities and villages, preaching and 
and you say, 'Behold, a glutton and a bringing the good news of the kingdom 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and of God. And the twelve were with him, 
sinners!' 35 Yet wisdom is justified by 2 and also some women who had been 
all her children." -~healed of evil spirits and infirmities: 

36 One of the Pharisees asked him Mary, called Mag'dalene, from whom 
to eat with him, and he went into the seven demons had gone out, 3 and 
Pharisee's house, and took his place at Jo-an'na, the wife of Chu'za, Herod's 
table. 37 And behold, a woman of the steward, and Susanna, and many others, 
city, who was a sinner, when she learned who provided for them z out of their 
that he was at table in the Pharisee's means. 
house, brought an alabaster flask of 4 And when a great crowd came to
ointment, 38 and standing behind him gether and people from town after town 
at his feet, weeping, she began to wet came to him, he said in a parable: s "A 
his feet with her tears, and wiped them sower went out to sow his seed; and as 
with the hair of her head, and kissed he sowed, some fell along the path, and 
his feet, and anointed them with the was trodden under foot, and the birds 
ointment. .l9 Now when the Pharisee of the air devoured it. 6And some fell on 
who had invited him saw it, he said to the rock; and as it grew up, it withered 
himself, "If this man were a prophet, away, because it had no moisture. 7And 
he would have known who and what sort some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
of woman this is who is touching him, grew with it and choked it. BAnd some 
for she is a sinner." 40And Jesus answer- fell into good soil and grew, and yielded 
ing said to him, "Simon, I have some- a hundredfold." As he said this, he 
thing to say to you." And he answered, called out, "He who has ears to hear, 
"What is it, Teacher?" 41 "A certain let him hear." 
creditor had two debtors; one owed five 9 And when his disciples asked him 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. what this parable meant, 10 he said, "To 
z Other ancient authorities read him 
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LUKE 8 64 Legion of demons cast out 
you it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of God; but for 
others they are in parables, so that 
seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand. 11 Now the 
parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God. 12 The ones along the path are 
those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from 
their hearts, that they may not believe 
and be saved. l!And the ones on the 
rock are those who, when they hear the 
word, receive it with joy; but these have 
no root, they believe for a while and in 
time of temptation fall away. 14And as 
for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of life, and 
their fruit does not mature. 15And as for 
that in the good soil, they arc those who, 
hearing the word, hold it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and bring forth 
fruit with patience. 

16 "No one after lighting a lamp 
covers it with a vessel, or puts it under 
a bed, but puts it on a stand, that those 
who enter may see the light. 17 For 
nothing is hid that shall not be made 
manifest, nor anything secret that shall 
not be known and come to light. 
18 Take heed then how you hear; for to 
him who has will more be given, and 
from him who has not, even what he 
thinks that he has will be taken away." 

19 Then his mother and his brothers 
came to him, but they could not reach 
him for the crowd. 20And he was told, 
"Your mother and your brothers are 
standing outside, desiring to see you." 

21 But he said to them, "My mother 
and my brothers are those who hear 
the word of God and do it." 

22 One day he got into a boat with 
his disciples, and he said to them, "Let 
us go across to the other side of the 
lake." So they set out, 2.1 and as they 
sailed he fell asleep. And a storm of 
wind came down on the lake, and they 
were filling with water, and were in 
danger. 24And they went and woke 
him, saying, "Master, Master, we are 
perishing!" And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and the raging waves; and 

they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He 
said to them, "Where is your faith?" 
And they were afraid, and they mar
veled, saymg to one another, "Who then 
is this, that he commands even wind 
and water, and they obey him?" 

26 Then they arrived at the country 
of the Ger'asenes,a which is opposite 
Galilee. 27 And as he stepped out on 
land, there met him a man from the city 
who had demons; for a long time he 
had worn no clothes, and he lived not 
in a house but among the tombs. 
28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and 
fell down before him, and said with a 
loud voice, "What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beseech you, do not torment me." 
29 For he had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. (For 
many a time it had seized him; he was 
kept under guard, and bound with 
chains and feners, but he broke the 
bonds and was driven by the demon 
into the desert.) 30 Jesus then asked 
him, "What is your name?" And he 
said, "Legion"; for many demons had 
entered him. 3IAnd they begged him 
not to command them to depart into 
the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of swine 
was feeding there on the hillside; and 
they begged him to let them enter 
these. So he gave them leave. 33 Then 
the demons came out of the man and 
entered the swine, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and 
were drowned. 

34 When the herdsmen saw what had 
happened, they fled, and told it in the 
city and in the country. 35 Then people 
went out to see what had happened, and 
they came to Jesus, and found the man 
from whom the demons had gone, 
sitting at the feet of Jes us, clothed and 
in his right mind; and they were afraid. 
36And those who had seen it told them 
how he who had been possessed with 
demons was healed. 37 Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of 
the Ger'asenesa asked him to depart 
from them; for they were seized with 
great fear; so he got into the boat and 
returned. 38 The man from whom the 
demons had gone begged that he might 
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be with him; but he sent him away, 
saying, 39 "Return to your home, and 
declare how much God has done for 
you." And he went away, proclaiming 
throughout the whole city how much 
Jesus had done for him. 

40 Now when Jesus returned, the 
crowd welcomed him, for they were all 
waiting for him. 41And there came a 
man named Ja'irus, who was a ruler of 
the synagogue; and falling at Jesus' feet 
he besought him to come to his house, 
42 for he had an only daughter, about 
twelve years of age, and she was dying. 

As he went, the people pressed 
round him. 43And a woman who had 
had a flow of blood for twelve yearsb 
and could not be healed by any one, 
44 came up behind him, and touched 
the fringe of his garment; and immedi
ately her flow of blood ceased. 45And 
Jesus said, "Who was it that touched 
me?" When all denied it, Peter" said, 
"Master, the multitudes surround you 
and press upon you!" 46 But Jes us said, 
"Some one touched me; for I perceive 
that power has gone forth from me." 
47And when the woman saw that she 
was not hidden, she came trembling, 
and falling down before him declared 
in the presence of all the people why 
she had touched him, and how she had 
been immediately healed. 48And he 
said to her, "Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace." 

49 While he was still speaking, a man 
from the ruler's house came and said, 
"Your daughter is dead; do not trouble 
the Teacher any more." so But Jesus on 
hearing this answered him, "Do not 
fear; only believe, and she shall be 
well." 51And when he came to the 
house, he permitted no one to enter 
with him, except Peter and John and 
James, and the father and mother of 
the child. 52And all were weeping and 
bewailing her; but he said, "Do not 
weep; for she is not dead but sleeping." 
53And they laughed at him, knowing 
that she was dead. 54 But taking her by 
the hand he called, saying, "Child, 
arise." 55And her spirit returned, and 
she got up at once; and he directed that 

something should be given her to eat. 
S6And her parents were amazed; but 
he charged them to tell no one what 
had happened. 

9 And he called the twelve together 
and gave them power and authority 

over all demons and to cure diseases, 
2 and he sent them out to preach the 
kingdom of God and to heal. .lAnd he 
said to them, "Take nothing for your 
journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, 
nor money; and do not have two tunics. 
4And whatever house you enter, stay 
there, and from there depart. SAnd 
wherever they do not receive you, when 
you leave that town shake off the dust 
from your feet as a testimony against 
them." 6And they departed and went 
through the villages, preaching the gos
pel and healing everywhere. 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of 
all that was done, and he was perplexed, 
because it was said by some that John 
had been raised from the dead, ~ by 
some that Eli'jah had appeared, and by 
others that one of the old prophets had 
risen. 9 Herod said, "John I beheaded; 
but who is this about whom I hear such 
things?" And he sought to see him. 

10 On their return the apostles told 
him what they had done. And he took 
them and withdrew apart to a city 
called Beth-sa'ida. 11 When the crowds 
learned it, they followed him; and he 
welcomed them and spoke to them of 
the kingdom of God, and cured those 
who had need of healing. 12 Now the 
day began to wear away; and the tweh·e 
came and said to him, "Send the crowd 
away, to go into the villages and country 
round about, to lodge and get prod
sions; for we arc here in a lonely place." 
13 But he said to them, "You give them 
something to eat." They said, "We have 
no more than five loaves and two fish
unless we are to go and buy food for all 
these people." 14 For there were about 
five thousand men. And he said to his 
disciples, "Make them sit down in 
companies, about fifty each." 1 SAnd 
they did so, and made them all sit down. 
16And taking the five loaves and the two 
fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed 
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and broke chem, and gave chem co che 
disciples to sec before che crowd. 17 And 
all ace and were satisfied. And chey cook 
up whac was lefc over, cwelve baskets of 
broken pieces. 

18 Now ic happened char as he was 
praying alone the disciples were wich 
him; and he asked them, "Who do the 
people say that I am?" I9And chey 
answered, "John che Baptist; but ochers 
say, Eli'jah; and others, chat one of the 
old prophets has risen." 20And he said 
to chem, "Bue who do you say that I 
am?" And Peter answered, "The Christ 
of God." 21 But he charged and com
manded chem to cell this to no one, 
22 saying, "The Son of man muse suffer 
many things, and be rejected by che 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be 
raised." 

23 And he said to all, "If any man 
would come after me, let him deny him
self and take up his cross daily and fol
low me. 24 For whoever would save his 
life will lose ic; and whoever loses his 
life for my sake, he will save it. 25 For 
what does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and loses or forfeits him
self? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me 
and of my words, of him will the Son 
of man be ashamed when he comes in 
his glory and the glory ofche Father and 
of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you 
truly, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the 
kingdom of God." 

28 Now abouc eight days after these 
sayings he took with him Peter and 
John and James, and went up on the 
mountain to pray. 29And as he was 
praying, the appearance of his counte
nance was altered, and his raiment be
came dazzling white. JOAnd behold, two 
men talked with him, Moses and 
Eli'jah, JI who appeared in glory and 
spoke of his departure, which he was to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. J2 Now Peter 
and those who were with him were 
heavy with sleep, and when they 
wakened they saw his glory and the two 
men who stood with him. JJ And as the 
d Other ancient authorities rc:ad my Beloved 

The transfiguration 
men were parting from him, Peter said 
to Jesus, "Master, it is well that we are 
here; let us make three booths, one for 
you and one for Moses and one for 
Eli'jah"-not knowing whac he said. 
34 As he said chis, a cloud came and over

shadowed them; and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud. 3 5 And a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, "This is 
my Son, my Chosen;d listen to him!" 
l6And when the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silence and cold no one in chose days 
anything of what they had seen. 

37 On the nexc day, when chey had 
come down from che mountain, a great 
crowd met him. l8And behold, a man 
from che crowd cried, "Teacher, I beg 
you to look upon my son, for he is my 
only child; 39 and behold, a spirit 
seizes him, and he suddenly cries ouc; 
ic convulses him till he foams, and 
shatters him, and will hardly leave him. 
40And I begged your disciples co cast 
it out, buc they could noc." 41 Jesus 
answered, "O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long am I to be wich 
you and bear with you? Bring your son 
here." 42 While he was coming, the 
demon tore him and convulsed him. 
But Jes us rebuked the unclean spirit, 
and healed che boy, and gave him back 
to his father. 4lAnd all were astonished 
at the majesty of God. 

But while they were all marveling at 
everything he did, he said to his disci
ples, 44 "Let these words sink into your 
ears; for the Son of man is to be de
livered into the hands of men." 45 Bue 
they did noc understand this saying, 
and it was concealed from them, that 
chey should not perceive ic; and chey 
were afraid to ask him about chis say
ing. 

46 And an argument arose among 
them as to which of them was the 
greatest. 4 7 But when Jesus perceived 
the thought of their hearcs, he took a 
child and put him by his side, 48 and 
said to chem, "Whoever receives this 
child in my name receives me, and who
ever receives me receives him who sent 
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Mission of the seventy 
me; for he who is least among you all 
is the one who is great." 

49 John answered, "Master, we saw 
a man casting out demons in your 
name, and we forbade him, because he 
does not follow with us." so But Jesus 
said to him, "Do not forbid him; 
for he that is not against you is for 
you." 

51 When the days drew near for him 
to be received up, he set his face to go 
to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers 
ahead of him, who went and entered 
a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for him; 5.1 but the people would 
nor receive him, because his face was 
set toward Jerusalem. 54And when his 
disciples James and John saw it, they 
said, "Lord, do you want us to bid fire 
come down from heaven and consume 
them?"' 55 But he turned and rebuked 
them.I 56And they went on to another 
village. 

57 As chey were going along the road, 
a man said to him, "I will follow you 
wherever you go." 58And Jesus said to 
him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of man 
has nowhere to Jay his head." 59 To 
another he said, "Follow me." But he 
said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father." rio But he said to him, "Leave 
the dead to bury their own dead; but 
as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God." 0 IAnother said, "I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell 
to those at my home." 62 Jesus said to 
him, "No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the king
dom of God." 

lo After this the Lord appointed 
seventy" others, and sent them 

on ahead of him, two by two, into every 
town and place where he himself was 
about to come. 2And he said to them, 
"The harvest is plentiful, but the la
borers arc few; pray therefore the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into 
his harvest. -1 Go your way; behold, I 

67 LUKE 10 
send you out as lambs in the midst of 
wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and salute no one on the road. 
5 Whatever house you enter, first say, 
'Peace be to this house!' 6And if a son 
of peace is there, your peace shall rest 
upon him; but if not, it shall return to 
you. 7And remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking what they provide, 
for the laborer deserves his wages ; do 
not go from house to house. M When
ever you enter a town and they receive 
you, eat what is set before you; 9 heal 
the sick in it and say to them, 'The king
dom of God has come near to you.' 
10 But whenever you enter a town and 
they do not receive you, go into its 
streets and say, 11 'Even the dust of 
your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off against you; nevertheless know 
this, that the kingdom of God has come 
near.' 12 I tell you, it shall be more 
tolerable on that day for Sodom than 
for that town. 

13 "Woe to you, Chora'zin! woe to 
you, Beth-sa'ida ! for if the mighty works 
done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented Jong 
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 
14 But it shall be more tolerable in the 
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for 
you. I5And you, Caper'na-um, will you 
be exalted to heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades. 

16 "He who hears you hears me, and 
he who rejects you rejects me, and he 
who rejects me rejects him who sent 
me." 

17 The seventy" returned with joy, 
saying, "Lord, even the demons arc 
subject to us in your name!" IMAnd he 
said w them, "I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread upon ser
pents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy ; and nothing shall 
hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice 
in this, that the spirits are subject to 
you; but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven." 
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LUKE 10 68 The good Samaritan 
21 In char same hour he rejoiced in 

che Holy Spiric and said, "I chank chee, 
Farher, Lord of heaven and eanh, char 
chou hasc hidden chese chings from che 
wise and underscanding and revealed 
chem co babes; yea, Facher, for such 
was chy gracious will." 22All rhings have 
been delivered co me by my Facher; and 
no one knows who che Son is excepc the 
Facher, or who the Father is except the 
Son and any one to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him." 

23 Then turning to the disciples he 
said privately, "Blessed are the eyes 
which see what you see! 24 For I tell you 
that many prophecs and kings desired 
to see what you see, and did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, and did nor 
hear it." 

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to 
put him to the rest, saying, "Teacher, 
what shall I do to inheric ecernal life?" 
26 He said to him, "What is wrieten in 
the law? How do you read?" 27 And he 
answered, "You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strengch, 
and with all your mind; and your neigh
bor as yourself." 28And he said to him, 
"You have answered right; do this, and 
you will live." 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, 
said to Jesus, "And who is my neigh
bor?" .10 Jesus replied, "A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and bear him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. JI Now bv chance a 
priest was going down that road; and 
when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. J2 So likewise a Levite, when 
he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side .. 13 But a 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was; and when he saw him, 
he had compassion, 34 and went to him 
and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine; then he set him on his 
own beast and brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. J5And the next 
day he took out two denarii; and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take 

care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when I came 
back.' )6 Which of these three, do you 
chink, proved neighbor co the man who 
fell among the robbers?" J7 He said, 
"The one who showed mercy on him." 
And Jesus said to him, "Go and do 
likewise." 

38 Now as chey went on their way, 
he entered a village; and a woman 
named Martha received him into her 
house. ·19And she had a siscer called 
Mary, who sac at the Lord's feet and 
listened to his teaching. 40 Bue Manha 
was discracted with much serving; and 
she went to him and said, "Lord, do 
you not care that my siscer has left me 
to serve alone? Tell her chen to help 
me." 41 But the Lord answered her, 
"Manha, Manha, you are anxious and 
troubled about many things; 42 one 
thing is needful) Mary has chosen che 
good portion, which shall not be caken 
away from her." 

11 He was praying in a certain 
place, and when he ceased, one 

of his disciples said to him, "Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John taught his 
disciples." 2And he said to them, 
"When you pray, say: 

"Father, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. ·1 Give us each day our 
daily bread ;k 4 and forgive us our 
sins, for we ourselves forgive every one 
who is indebted to us; and lead us not 
into temptation." 

5 And he said to them, "Which of 
you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend 
me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine 
has arrived on a journey, and I ha\·e 
nothing to set before him' ; - and he 
will answer from within, 'Do not bother 
me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot 
get up and give you anything') ~ I tell 
you, though he will not get up and gi\·e 
him anything because he is his friend, 
yet because of his importunity he will 
rise and give him whatever he needs. 
'>And I tell you, Ask, and it will be 
given you; seek, and you will find ; 
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knock, and it will be opened to you. 
10 For every one who asks receives, and 
he who seeks finds, and to him who 
knocks it will be opened. 11 What father 
among you, if his son asks for1 a fish, 
will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 
12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him 
a scorpion? 1.1 If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him ! " 

14 Now he was casting out a demon 
that was dumb; when the demon had 
gone out, the dumb man spoke, and the 
people marveled. IS But some of them 
said, "He casts out demons by Be-el'
zebul, the prince of demons"; 16 while 
others, to test him, sought from him a 
sign from heaven. 17 But he, knowing 
their thoughts, said to them, "Every 
kingdom divided against itself is laid 
waste, and a divided household falls. 
I8And if Satan also is divided against 
himself, how will his kingdom stand? 
For you say that I cast out demons by 
Be-el'zebul. l9And if I cast out demons 
by Be-cl'zebul, by whom do your sons 
cast them out? Therefore they shall be 
your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger 
of God that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. 
21 When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own palace, his goods are in 
peace; 22 but when one stronger than 
he assails him and overcomes him, he 
takes away his armor in which he 
trusced, and divides his spoil. 23 He who 
is not with me is againsc me, and he who 
does not gather with me scatters. 

24 "When che unclean spirit has gone 
out of a man, he passes chrough water
less places seeking resc; and finding 
none he says, 'I will return to my house 
from which I came.' 2SAnd when he 
comes he finds it swept and put in 
order. 26 Then he goes and brings seven 
other spirits more evil than himself, 
and they enter and dwell there; and the 
last state of that man becomes worse 
than the first." 

27 As he said this, a woman in the 

crowd raised her voice and said to him, 
"Blessed is the womb that bore you, 
and the breasts that you sucked!" 
28 But he said, "Blessed rather a're those 
who hear the word of God and keep it!" 

29 When the crowds· were increasing, 
he began to say, "This generation is an 
evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no 
sign shall be given to it except the sign 
of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah became a sign 
to the men of Nin'eveh, so will the Son 
of man be to this generation. 31 The 
queen of the South will arise at the 
judgment with the men of this genera
tion and condemn them; for she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, some
thing greater than Solomon is here. 
32 The men of Nin'eveh will arise at che 
judgment with this generation and con
demn it; for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and behold, some
thing greater than Jonah is here. 

33 "No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it in a cellar or under a bushel, but on 
a stand, that those who enter may see 
the light. .14 Your eye is the lamp of your 
body; when your eye is sound, your 
whole body is full of light; but when it 
is not sound, your body is full of dark
ness. 35 Therefore be careful lest the 
light in you be darkness. 36 If then your 
whole body is full of light, having no 
part dark, it will be wholly bright, as 
when a lamp with its rays gives you 
light." 

37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee 
asked him to dine with him; so he went 
in and sat at table. 38 The Pharisee was 
astonished to see that he did not first 
wash before dinner. 39 And the Lord said 
to him, "Now you Pharisees cleanse the 
outside of the cup and of the dish, but 
inside you are full of extortion and 
wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not he 
who made the outside make the inside 
also? 41 But give for alms those things 
which are within; and behold, every
thing is clean for you. 

42 "But woe to you Pharisees! for you 
tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 
neglect justice and the love of God; 
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LUKE 11 70 Parable of the rich fool 
these you ·ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you 
Pharisees! for you love the best seat in 
the synagogues and salutations in the 
market places. 44 Woe to you! for you 
are like graves which are not seen, and 
men walk over them without knowing 
it.,, 

45 One of the lawyers answered him, 
"Teacher, in saying this you reproach 
us also." 46And he said, "Woe to you 
lawyers also! for you load men with 
burdens hard to bear, and you your
selves do not touch the burdens with 
one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! for 
you build the tombs of the prophets 
whom your fathers killed. 48 So you are 
witnesses and consent to the deeds of 
your fathers; for they killed them, and 
you build their tombs. 49 Therefore also 
the Wisdom of God said, 'I will send 
them prophets and apostles, some of 
whom they will kill and persecute,' 
50 that the blood of all the prophets, 
shed from the foundation of the world, 
may be required of this generation, 
51 from the blood of Abel to the blood 
of Zechari'ah, who perished between 
the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell 
you, it shall be required of this genera
tion. 52 Woe to you lawyers! for you 
have taken away the key of knowledge; 
you did not enter yourselves and you 
hindered those who were entering." 

53 As he went away from there, the 
scribes and the Pharisees began to press 
him hard, and to provoke him to speak 
of many things, 54 lying in wait for him, 
to catch at something he might say. 

12 In the meantime, when so many 
thousands of the multitude had 

gathered together that they trod upon 
one another, he began to say to his 
disciples first, "Beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
2 Nothing is covered up that will not 
be revealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 'Therefore whatever you have 
said in the dark shall be heard in the 
light, and what you have whispered in 
private rooms shall be proclaimed upon 
the housetops. 

111 Greek Geherma 

4 "I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do. 5 But I 
will warn you whom to fear: fear him 
who, after he has killed, has power to 
cast into hell;'" yes, I tell you, fear 
him! 6Are not five sparrows sold for 
two pennies? And not one of them is 
forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 

8 "And I tell you, every one who 
acknowledges me before men, the Son 
of man also will acknowledge before 
the angels of God; 9 but he who denies 
me before men will be denied before 
the angels of God. 10And every one who 
speaks a word against the Son of man 
will be forgiven; but he who blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit will not be for
given. llAnd when they bring you 
before the synagogues and the rulers 
and the authorities, do not be anxious 
how or what you are to answer or what 
you are to say; 12 for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you in that very hour what 
you ought to say." 

13 One of the multitude said to him, 
"Teacher, bid my brother divide the 
inheritance with me." 14 But he said to 
him, "Man, who made me a judge or 
divider over you?" ISAnd he said to 
them, "Take heed, and beware of all 
covetousness; for a man's life does nor 
consist in the abundance of his posses
sions." 16And he told them a parable, 
saying, "The land of a rich man 
brought forth plentifully; 17 and he 
thought to himself, 'What shall I do, 
for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 
IHAnd he said, 'I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns, and build larger 
ones; and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; take your ease, 
cat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God said 
to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you; and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?' 
21 So is he who lays up treasure 
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Watch and have faith 71 LUKE 12 
for himself, and is not rich toward 
God." 

22 And he said to his disciples, 
"Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
nbout your life, what you shall eat, nor 
about your body, what you shall put 
on. 23 For life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothing. 24 Con
sider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the 
hirds ! 25And which of you by being 
anxious can add a cubit to his span of 
life?" 26 If then you are not able to do 
as small a thing as that, why are you 
anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the 
lilies, how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin; 0 yet I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. 28 But if God so clothes the 
grass which is alive in the field today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
how much more will he clothe you, 
0 men of little faith! 29 And do not 
seek what you are to eat and what you 
are to drink, nor be of anxious mind. 
Jo For all the nations of the world seek 
these things; and your Father knows 
that you need them. 31 Instead, seek 
his1' kingdom, and these things shall be 
yours as well. 

32 "Fear not, little flock, for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom .. H Sell your possessions, 
and give alms; provide yourselves with 
purses that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not 
fail, where no thief approaches and no 
moth destroys. ·"" For where your 
creasure is, there will your heart be 
also. 

35 "Let your loins be girded and 
your lamps burning, 36 and be like men 
who are waiting for their master to 
come home from the marriage feast, so 
that they may open to him at once when 
he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are 
those servants whom the master finds 
awake when he comes; truly, I say to 
you, he will gird himself and have them 
sit at table, and he will come and serve 

them. 38 If he comes in the second 
watch, or in the third, and finds them 
so, blessed are those servants! 39 But 
know this, that if the householder had 
known at what hour the thief was com
ing, he• would not have left his house to 
be broken into. '"You also must be 
ready; for the Son of man is coming at 
an unexpected hour." 

41 Peter said, "Lord, are you telling 
this parable for us or for all?" 42And 
the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful 
and wise steward, whom his master will 
set over his household, to give them 
their portion of food at the proper 
time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom 
his master when he comes will find so 
doing. "Truly, I say to you, he will set 
him over all his possessions. 45 But if 
that servant says to himself, 'My master 
is delayed in coming,' and begins to beat 
the menservants and the maidservants, 
and to eat and drink and get drunk, 
46 the master of that servant will come 
on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he does not know, and 
will punish' him, and put him with the 
unfaithful. 47And that servant who 
knew his master's will, but did not 
make ready or act according to his will, 
shall receive a severe beating. 48 But he 
who did not know, and did what 
deserved a beating, shall receive a light 
beating. Every one to whom much is 
given, of him will much be required; 
and of him to whom men commit much 
they will demand the more. 

49 "I came to cast fire upon the 
earth; and would that it were already 
kindled! so I have a baptism to be bap
tized with; and how I am constrained 
until it is accomplished! st Do you 
think that I have come to give peace on 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division; 
52 for henceforth in one house there 
will be five divided, three against two 
and two against three; 53 they will be 
divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against her mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-
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LUKE 12 72 The narrow door 
law and daughter-in-law against her herself. 12And when Jesus saw her, he 
mother-in-law." called her and said to her, "Woman, you 

54 He also said to the multitudes, are freed from your infirmity." l3And 
"When you see a cloud rising in the he laid his hands upon her, and im
west, you say at once, 'A shower is mediately she was made straight, and 
coming'; and so it happens. 55And when she praised God. 14 But the ruler of the 
you see the south wind blowing, you synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 
say, 'There will be scorching heat'; and healed on the sabbath, said to the 
it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You people, "There are six days on which 
know how to interpret the appearance work ought to be done; come on those 
of earth and sky; but why do you not days and be healed, and not on the 
know how to interpret the present sabbath day." 15 Then the Lord an
time? swered him, "You hypocrites! Does 

57 "And why do you not judge for not each of you on the sabbath untie 
yourselves what is right? 58As you go his ox or his ass from the manger, and 
with your accuser before the magistrate, lead it away to water it? 16And ought 
make an effort to settle with him on the not this woman, a daughter of Abraham 
way, lest he drag you to the judge, and whom Satan bound for eighteen years, 
the judge hand you over to the officer, be loosed from this bond on the sab
and the officer put you in prison. s9 I bath day?" 17 As he said this, all his 
tell you, you will never get out till you adversaries were put to shame; and all 
have paid the very last copper." the people rejoiced at all the glorious 

13 There were some present at that things that were done by him. 
very time who told him of the 18 He said therefore, "What is the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had kingdom of God like? And to what 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he shall I compare it? 19 It is like a grain 
answered them, "Do you think that of mustard seed which a man took and 
these Galileans were worse sinners than sowed in his garden; and it grew and 
all the other Galileans, because they became a tree, and the birds of the air 
suffered thus? 3 I tell you, No; but made nests in its branches." 
unless you repent you will all likewise 20 And again he said, "To what shall 
perish. 4 Or those eighteen upon whom I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It 
the tower in Silo'am fell and killed is like leaven which a woman took and 
them, do you think that they were hid in three measures of flour, till it was 
worse offenders than all the others who all leavened." 
dwelt in Jerusalem? s I tell you, No; 22 He went on his way through 
but unless you repent you will all towns and villages, teaching, and jour
likewise perish." neying toward Jerusalem. 23And some 

6 And he told this parable: "A man one said to him, "Lord, will those who 
had a fig tree planted in his vineya,rd; are saved be few?" And he said to them, 
and he came seeking fruit on it and 24 "Strive to enter by the narrow door; 
found none. 7 And he said to the vine- for many, I tell you, will seek to enter 
dresser, 'Lo, these three years I have and will not be able. 2s When once the 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and householder has risen up and shut the 
I find none. Cut it down; why should door, you will begin to stand outside 
it use up the ground?' 8And he answered and to knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, 
him, 'Let it alone, sir, this year also, till open to us.' He will answer you, 'I do 
I dig about it and put on manure. 9And not know where you come from.' 
if it bears fruit next year, well and 26 Then you will begin to say, 'We ate 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.' " and drank in your presence, and you 

10 Now he was teaching in one of taught in our streets.' 27 But he will say, 
the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And 'I tell you, I do not know where you 
there was a woman who had had a spirit come from; depart from me, all you 
of infirmiry for eighteen years; she was workers of iniquity!' 28 There you will 
bent over and could not fully straighten weep and gnash your teeth, when you 
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Healing on the sabbath 73 LUKE 14 
see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
and you yourselves thrust out. 2YAnd 
men will come from east and west, and 
from north and south, and sit at table 
in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, 
some are last who will be first, and 
some are first who will be last." 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees 
came, and said to him, "Get away from 
here, for Herod wants to kill you." 
32And he said to them, "Go and tell 
that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons 
and perform cures today and tomorrow, 
and the third day I finish my course. 
33 Nevertheless I must go on my way 
today and tomorrow and the day fol
lowing; for it cannot be that a prophet 
should perish away from Jerusalem.' 
.14 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the 
prophets and stoning those who are sent 
to you! How often would I have gath
ered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not! 35 Behold, your house is 
forsaken. And I tell you, you will not 
sec me until you say, 'Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!' " 

14 One sabbath when he went to 
dine at the house of a ruler who 

belonged to the Pharisees, they were 
watching him. 2And behold, there was 
a man before him who had dropsy. 
-1And Jesus spoke to the lawyers and 
Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal 
on the sabbath, or not?" 4 But they were 
silent. Then he took him and healed 
him, and let him go. 5And he said to 
them, "Which of you, having a son' or 
an ox that has fallen into a well, will not 
immediately pull him out on a sabbath 
day?" 6And they could not reply to 
this. 

7 Now he told a parable to those who 
were invited, when he marked how 
they chose the places of honor, saying 
to them, H "When you are invited by 
any one to a marriage feast, do not sit 
down in a place of honor, lest a more 
eminent man than you be invited by 
him; 9 and he who invited you both 
will come and say to you, 'Give place to 
this man,' and then you will begin with 
shame to take the lowest place. 10 But 

when you are invited, go and sit in the 
lowest place, so that when your host 
comes he may say to you, 'Friend, go 
up higher'; then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at table 
with you. 11 For every one who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted." 

12 He said also to the man who had 
invited him, "When you give a dinner 
or a banquet, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your kinsmen or 
rich neighbors, lest they also invite you 
in return, and you be repaid. 11 But 
when you give a feast, invite the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind, 14 and 
you will be blessed, because they can
not repay you. You will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just." 

15 When one of those who sat at table 
with him heard this, he said to him, 
"Blessed is he who shall cat bread in 
the kingdom of God!" 16 But he said 
to him. "A man once gave a great 
banquet, and invited many; 17 and at the 
time for the banquet he sent his servant 
to say to those who had been in.viced, 
'Come; for all is now ready.' 18 But they 
all alike began to make excuses. The 
first said to him, 'I have bought a field, 
and I must go.out and see it; I pray you, 
have me excused.' 19And another said, 
'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I go to examine them; I pray you, have 
me excused.' 20And another said, 'I 
have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come.' 21 So the servant came 
and reported this to his master. Then 
the householder in anger said to his 
servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in the 
poor and maiined and blind and lame.' 
22And the servant said, 'Sir, what you 
commanded has been done, and still 
there is room.' 2JAnd the master said to 
the servant, 'Go out to the highways and 
hedges, and compel people to come in, 
that my house may be filled. 24 For I 
tell you,• none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet.' " 

25 Now great multitudes accom
panied him; and he turned and said to 
them, 26 "If any one comes to me and 
does not hate his own father and mother 

aThe Greek word for you here is plural 5 0ther ancient authorities read an au 
13.30: Mt 19.30; Mk 10.31. 13.32: Heb 2.10; 7.28. 13.34-35: Mt 23.37-39; Lk 19.41. 
13.35: )er 22.5; Ps 118.26; Lk 19.38. 14.1: Lk 7.36; 11.37; Mk 3.2. 14.3: Mt 12.10; Mk 3.4; Lk 6.9. 
14.5: Mt 12.11; Lk 13.15. 14.H: Prov 25.6-7; Lk 11.43; 20.46. 
14.11: Mt 23.12; Lk 18.14; Mt 18.4; I Pet 5.6. 14.12: Jes 2.2-4. 14.13: Lk 14.21. 14.15: Rev 19.9. 
14.18-24: Mt 22.1-10. 14.20: Deut 24.5; I Cor 7.33. 14.21: Lk 14.13. 14.28-27: Mt 10.37-38. 



LUKE 14 74 The prodigal son 
and wife and children and brothers and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And 
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he when she has found it, she calls together 
cannot be my disciple. 2 7 Whoever does her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Re
not bear his own cross and come after joice with me, for I have found the coin 
me, cannot be my disciple. 2H For which I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, 
which of you, desiring to build a tower, there is joy before the angels of God 
does not first sit down and count the over one sinner who repents." 
cost, whether he has enough to com- 11 And he said, "There was a man 
piece it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid who had two sons; 12 and the younger 
a foundation, and is not able to finish, of them said to his father, 'Father, give 
all who see it begin to mock him, me the share of property that falls to 
Jo saying, 'This man began to build, me.' And he divided his living between 
and was not able to finish.' JI Or what them. U Not many days later, the 
king, going to encounter another king younger son gathered all he had and 
in war, will not sit down first and take took his journey into a far country, and 
counsel whether he is able with ten there he squandered his property in 
thousand to meet him who comes loose living. I4And when he had spent 
against him with twenty thousand? everything, a great famine arose in that 
·'2And if not, while the other is yet a country, and he began to be in want. 
great way off, he sends an embassy and 15 So he went and joined himself to one 
asks terms of peace. JJ So therefore, of the citizens of that country, who sent 
whoever of you does not renounce all him into his fields to feed swine. '"And 
that he has cannot be my disciple. he would gladly have fed on" the pods 

34 "Salt is good; but if salt has lost that the swine ate; and no one gave him 
its taste, how shall its saltness be anything. 11 But when he came to him
restored? JS It is fit neither for the land self he said, 'How many of my father's 
nor for the dunghill; men throw it hired servants have bread enough and 
away. He who has ears to hear, let him to spare, but I perish here with hunger! 
hear." I 8 I will arise and go to my father, and 

15 Now the tax collectors and sin- I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned 
ners were all drawing near to hear against heaven and before you; I 0 I am 

him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes no longer worthy to be called your son; 
murmured, saying, "This man receives treat me as one of your hired servants." ' 
sinners and eats with them." 20And he arose and came to his father. 

3 So he told them this parable: But while he was yet at a distance, his 
4 "What man of you, having a hundred father saw him and had compassion, 
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does and ran and embraced him and kissed 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilder- him. 2IAnd the son said to him, 'Father, 
ness, and go after the one which is lost, I have sinned against heaven and before 
until he finds it?- 5 And when he has you; I am no longer worthy to be 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, called your son.',. 22 But the father said 
rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best 
he calls together his friends and his robe, and put it on him; and put a ring 
neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with on his hand, and shoes on his feet; 
me, for I have found my sheep which 23 and bring the fatted calf and k.ill it, 
was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell you, there will and let us eat and make merry; 24 for 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner this my son was dead, and is alive 
who repents than over ninety-nine again; he was lost, and is found.' And 
righteous persons who need no repent- they began to make merry. 
ance. 25 "Now his elder son was in the 

8 "Or what woman, having ten silver field; and as he came and drew near to 
coins,' if she loses one coin, does not the house, he heard music and dancing. 
light a lamp and sweep the house and 26And he called one of the servants and 

t The drachma, rtndered here by silver corn, was about a day's wage for a laborer 
11 Orhcr ancient authorities read filled his belly U11-1h 
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The dishonest steward 
asked what this meant. 27And he said 
to him, 'Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has received him safe and 
sound.' 28 But he was angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and en
treated him, 29 but he answered his 
father, 'Lo, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command; yet you never gave me a kid, 
that I might make merry with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your living 
with harlots, you killed for him the 
fatted calf!' 31And he said to him, 'Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to make 
merry and be glad, for this your brother 
was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and 
is found.' " 

16 He also said to the disciples, 
"There was a rich man who had 

a steward, and charges were brought to 
him that this man was wasting his 
goods. 2And he called him and said to 
him, 'What is this that I hear about 
you? Turn in the account of your 
stewardship, for you can no longer be 
steward.' 'And the steward said to him
self, 'What shall I do, since my master 
is taking the stewardship away from me? 
I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what 
to do, so that people may receive me 
into their houses when I am put out of 
the stewardship.' s So, summoning his 
master's debtors one by one, he said to 
the first, 'How much do you owe my 
master?' 6 He said, 'A hundred meas
ures of oil.' And he said to him, 'Take 
your bill, and sit down quickly and 
write fifty.' 7 Then he said to· another, 
'And how much do you owe?' He said, 
'A hundred measures of wheat.' He 
said to him, 'Take your bill, and write 
eighty.' x The master commended the 
dishonest steward for his shrewdness; 
for the sons of this world"' are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own gener
ation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell 
you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of unrighteous mammon," so that 
when it fails they may receive you into 
the eternal habitations. 

75 LUKE 16 
10 "He who is faithful in a very little 

is faithful also in much; and he who is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest 
also in much. 11 If then you have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous mam
mon," who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12And if you have not been 
faithful in that which is another's, who 
will give you that which is your own? 
13 No servant can serve two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon."" 

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, heard all this, and they scoffed 
at him. 15 But he said to them, "You are 
those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts; for what is 
exalted among men is an abomination 
in the sight of God. 

16 "The law and the prophets were 
until John; since then the good news 
of the kingdom of God is preached, and 
every one enters it violently. 17 But it is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass 
away, than for one dot of the law to 
become void. 

18 "Every one who divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery, 
and he who marries a woman divorced 
from her husband commits adultery. 

19 "There was a rich man, who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 2o And 
ar his gate lay a poor man named Laz'
arus, full of sores, 21 who desired to be 
fed with what fell from the rich man's 
table; moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores. 22 The poor man died 
and was carried by the angels to Abra
ham's bosom. The rich man also died 
and was buried; 23 and in Hades, being 
in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and 
saw Abraham far off and Laz'arus in 
his bosom. 24And he called out, 'Father 
Abraham, have mercy upon me, and 
send Laz'arus to dip the end of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue; for I am 
in anguish in this flame.' 25 But Abra
ham said, 'Son, remember that you in 
your lifetime received your good things, 
and Laz'arus in like manner evil things; 
but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in anguish. 26And besides all this, 

a Mllmmm1 i~ a Semitic word for money or riches wGreek aKe 
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LUKE 16 76 Kingdom of God 
between us and you a great chasm has 
been fixed, in order that those who 
would pass from here to you may. not 
be able, and none may cross from there 
to us.' 27And he said, 'Then I beg you, 
father, to send him to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers, so that he 
may warn them, lest they also come 
into this place of torment.' 29 But 
Abraham said, 'They have Moses and 
the prophets; let them hear them.' 
.\OAnd he said, 'No, father Abraham; 
but if some one goes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to 
him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be convinced 
if some one should rise from the dead.' " 

17 And he said to his disciples, 
"Temptations to sin·r are sure to 

come; but woe to him by whom they 
come! 2 It would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung round his neck and 
he were cast into the sea, than that he 
should cause one of these little ones to 
sin.'' -1 Take heed to yourselves; if your 
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he 
repents, forgive him; 4 and if he sins 
against you seven times in the day, and 
turns to you seven times, and says, 'I 
repent,' you must forgive him." 
-- · 5 The apostles said to the Lord, "In
crease our faith!" 6And the Lord said, 
"If you had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, you could say to this sycarnine 
tree, 'Be rooted up, and be planted in 
the sea,' and it would obey you. 

- 7 "Will any one of you, who has a 
servant plowing or keeping sheep, say 
to him when he has come in from the 
field, 'Come at once and sit down at 
table'? 8 Will he not rather say to him, 
'Prepare supper for me, and gird your
self and serve me, till I eat and drink; 
and afterward you shall eat and drink'? 
9 Does he thank the servant because he 
did what was commanded? IO So you 
also, when you have done all that is 
commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done what was 
our duty.' " 

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was 
passing along between Samar'ia and 
Galilee. 12And as he entered a village, 

he was met by ten lepers, who stood at 
a distance 13 and lifted up their voices 
and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us." 14 When he saw them he said 
to them, "Go and show yourselves to 
the priests." And as they went thev 
were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back, praising God with a loud voice; 
16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, 
giving him thanks. Now he was a 
Samaritan. 17 Then said Jesus, "Were 
not ten cleansed? Where arc the nine? 
18 Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" 
19And he said to him, "Rise and go your 

.way; your faith has made you well." 
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when 

the kingdom of God was coming, he 
answered them, "The kingdom of God 
is not coming with signs to be observed; 
21 nor will they say, 'Lo, here it is!' or 
"'There!' for behold, the kingdom of 
God is in the midst of you." ' 

22 And he said to the disciples, "The 
days are coming when you will desire 
to sec one of the days of the Son of man, 
and you will not see it. 23And they will 
say to you, 'Lo, there!' or 'Lo, here ! ' 
Do not go, do not follow them. 24 For 
as the lightning flashes and lights up the 
sky from one side to the other, so will 
the Son of man be in his dav." 2; But 
first he must suffer many things and be 
rejected by this generation. 2t>As it was 
in the days of Noah, so will it be in the 
days of the Son of man. 27 They ate, 
they drank, they married, they were 
given in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, and the flood 
came and destroyed them all. 21' Like
wise as it was in the days of Lot-they 
ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they built, 29 but on the 
day when Lot went out from Sodom 
fire and sulphur rained from heaven 
and destroyed them alJ-\O so will it be 
on the day when the Son of man is re
vealed. 31 On that day, let him who is 
on the housetop, with his goods in the 
house, not come down to take them 
away; and likewise let him who is in 
the field not turn back. .\2 Remember 
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Pharisee and publican 
Lot's wife. J.1 Whoever seeks to gain his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life will preserve it . .l4 I tell you, in that 
night there will be two in one bed; 
one will be taken and the other left. 
.•s There will be two women grinding 
together; one will be taken and the 
other left."" J 7And they said to him, 
"Where, Lord?" He said to them, 
"Where the body is, there the eagles'" 
will be gathered together." 

18 And he told them a parable, to 
the effect that they ought always 

to pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, 
"In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor regarded man; 
' and there was a widow in that city 
who kept coming to him and saying, 
'Vindicate me against my adversary.' 
4 For a while he refused; but afterward 
he said to himself, 'Though I neither 
fear God nor regard man, s yet because 
this widow bothers me, I will vindicate 
her, or she will wear me out by her 
continual coming.'" 0And the Lord 
said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge 
says. 7And will not God vindicate his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell 
you, he will vindicate them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of 
man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?" 

9 He also told this parable to some 
who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and despised others: 
10 "Two men went up into the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank 
thee that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week, I give tithes of all that I get.' 
1.1 But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would nor even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, bur bear his breast, saying, 
'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14 I 
tel! you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; 
for every one who exalts himself will be 

77 LUKE 18 
humbled, but he who humbles himself 
will be exalted." 

15 Now they were bringing even 
infants to him that he might touch 
them; and when the disciples saw it, 
they rebuked them. lo But Jesus called 
them to him, saying, "Let the children 
come to me, and do nor hinder them; 
for to such belongs the kingdom of 
God. 17 Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it." 

18 And a ruler asked him, "Good 
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?" l9And Jesus said to him, 
"Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone. 20 You know the 
commandments: 'Do not commit adul
tery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do nor 
bear false witness, Honor your father 
and mother.'" 21And he said, "All these 
I have observed from my youth." 
22And when Jesus heard it, he said to 
him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all 
that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me." 2.1 Bur 
when he heard this he became sad, for 
he was very rich. 24 Jes us looking ar 
him said, "How hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 
25 For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 
26 Those who heard it said, "Then who 
can be saved?" 27 But he said, "What is 
impossible with men is possible with 
God." 28And Peter said, "Lo, we have 
left our homes and followed you." 
2lJAnd he said to them, "Truly, I say to 
you, there is no man who has left house 
or wife or brothers or parents or chil
dren, for the sake of the kingdom of 
God, .10 who will not receive manifold 
more in this time, and in the age to 
come eternal life." 

31 And taking the twelve, he said to 
them, "Behold, we arc going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is writ
ten of the Son of man by the prophets 
will be accomplished .. 12 For he will be 

1
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LUKE 18 78 
delivered to the Gentiles, and will be 
mocked and shamefully treated and 
spit upon; 33 they will scourge him and 
kill him, and on the third day he will 
rise." ·"' But they understood none of 
these things; this saying was hid from 
them, and they did not grasp what was 
said. 

35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind 
man was sitting by the roadside beg
ging; .l6 and hearing a multitude going 
by, he inquired what this meant. 
37 They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth 
is passing by." 38And he cried, "Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!" 
.WAnd those who were in front rebuked 
him, telling him to be silent; but he 
cried out all the more, "Son of David, 
have mercy on me!" 40And Jesus 
stopped, and commanded him to be 
brought to him; and when he came 
near, he asked him, 41 "What do you 
want me t0 do for you?" He said, "Lord, 
let me receive my sight." 42And Jesus 
said to him, "Receive your sight; your 
raith has made you well." 43And im
mediately he received his sight and 
followed him, glorifying God ; and all 
the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise to God. 

19 He entered Jericho and was 
passing through. 2And there was 

a man named Zacchae'us; he was a 
chief tax collector, and rich. 3And he 
sought to sec who Jesus was, but could 
not, on account of the crowd, because 
he was small of stature. 4 So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore 
tree to see him, for he was to pass that 
way. 'And when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, 
"Zacchac'us, make haste and come 
down; for I must stay at your house 
today." 6 So he made haste and came 
down, and received him joyfully. 7And 
when they saw it they all murmured, 
"He has gone in to be the guest of a 
man who is a sinner." 8And Zacchae'us 
stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have defrauded any 
one of anything, I restore it fourfold." 
9And Jesus said to him, "Today salva
tion has come to this house, since he 

Parable of the pounds 
also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the 
Son of man came to seek and t0 save 
the Josi." 

11 As they heard these things, he 
proceeded to tell a parable, because he 
was near to Jerusalem, and because thev 
supposed that the kingdom of God was 
to appear immediately. 12 He said there
fore, "A nobleman went into a far 
country to receive a kingdom and 
then return. 1.l Calling ten of his serv
ants, he gave them ten pounds,' and 
said ro them, 'Trade with these rill I 
come.' 14 Bur his citizens hared him and 
sent an embassy after him, saying, 'We 
do nor want this man to reign over us.' 
15 When he returned, having received 
rhe kingdom, he commanded these 
servants, ro whom he had given 
rhe money, to be called to him, rhar he 
might know what they had gained by 
trading. 16 The first came before him, 
saying, 'Lord, your pound has made 
ten pounds more.' 17 And he said ro him, 
'Well done, good servant! Because you 
have been faithful in a very lirrle, you 
shall have authority over ren cities.' 
18And rhe second came, saying, 'Lord, 
your pound has made fi,·e pounds.' 
l9And he said to him, 'And you are ro 
be over five cities.' 20 Then another 
came, saying, 'Lord, here is your pound, 
which I kept laid away in a napkin; 
21 for I was afraid of you, because you 
are a severe man; you rake up what you 
did nor lay down, and reap what you 
did nor sow.' 22 He said ro him, "I will 
condemn you out of your own mouth, 
you wicked servant ! You knew rhar I 
was a severe man, raking up what I did 
nor lay down and reaping what I did 
nor sow? 2.1 Why then did you not put 
my money into rhe bank, and ar my 
coming I should have colkcred it with 
interest?' 24And he said to those who 
stood by, 'Take the pound from him, 
and give it to him who has the ten 
pounds.' 25 (And they said to him, 
'Lord, he has ten pounds!') 26 "I tdl 
you, that to every one who has will 
more be given; but from him who has 
not, even what he has will be taken 
awav. 27 But as for these enemies of 
mine, who did not want me to reign 
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over them, bring them here and slay you have made it a den of rob-
them before me.' " bers." 

28 And when he had said this, he 47 And he was teaching daily in the 
went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. temple. The chief priests and the scribes 
29 When he drew near to Beth'phage and the principal men of the people 
and Bethany, at the mount that is called sought to destroy him; 48 but they did 
Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, not find anything they could do, for all 
30 saying, "Go into the village opposite, the people hung upon his words. 
where on entering you will find a colt 20 One day, as he was teaching the 
tied, on which no one has ever yet sat; people in the temple and preach
untic it and bring it here. 31 If any one ing the gospel, the chief priests and the 
asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' you scribes with the elders came up 2 and 
shall say this, 'The Lord has need of said to him, "Tell us by what authority 
it.' " 32 So those who were sent went you do these things, or who it is that 
away and found it as he had told them. gave you this authority." l He answered 
33And as they were untying the colt, its them, "I also will ask you a question; 
owners said to them, "Why arc you now tell me, 4 Was the baptism of John 
untying the colt?" 34And they said, from heaven or from men?" 5And they 
"The Lord has need of it." l5And they discussed it with one another, saying, 
brought it to Jesus, and throwing their "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 
garments on the colt they set Jesus upon 'Why did you not believe him?' 6 But 
it. 36And as he rode along, they spread if we say, 'From men,' all the people 
their garments on the road. 37As he was will stone us; for they are convinced 
now drawing near, at the descent of the that John was a prophet." 7 So they 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude answered that they did not know whence 
of the disciples began to rejoice and it was. 8And Jesus said to them, 
praise God with a loud voice for all the "Neither will I tell you by what 
mighty works that they had seen, authority I do these things." 
38 saying, "Blessed is the King who 9 And he began to tell the people this 
comes in the name of the Lord! Peace parable: "A man planted a vineyard, 
in heaven and glory in the highest!" and let it out to tenants, and went into 
39And some of the Pharisees in the another country for a long while. 
multitude said to him, "Teacher, re- 10 When the time came, he sent a 
buke your disciples." 40 He answered, servant to the tenants, that they should 
"I tell you, if these were silent, the very give him some of the fruit of the vine
stones would cry out." yard; but the tenants beat him, and 

41 And when he drew near and saw sent him away empty-handed. llAnd he 
the city he wept over it, 42 saying, sent another servant; him also they beat 
"Would that even today you knew the and treated shamefully, and sent him 
things that make for peace! But now away empty-handed. 12And he sent yet 
they are hid from your eyes. 43 For the a third; this one they wounded and 
days shall come upon you, when your cast out. 13 Then the owner of the 
enemies will cast up a bank about you vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will 
and surround you, and hem you in on send my beloved son; it may be they 
every side, 44 and dash you to the will respect him.' 14 But when the 
ground, you and your children within tenants saw him, they said to them
you, and they will not leave one stone selves, 'This is the heir; let us kill him, 
upon another in you; because you did that the inheritance may be ours.' 
not know the time of your visita- 15And they cast him out of the vine
tion." yard and killed him. What then will the 

45 And he entered the temple and owner of the vineyard do to them? 
began to drive out those who sold, 16 He will come and destroy those 
46 saying to them, "It is written, 'My tenants, and give the vineyard to 
house shall be a house of prayer'; but others." When they heard this, they 
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LUKE 20 80 No marriage in heaven 
worthy to attain to that age and to the 
resurrection from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for 
they cannot die any more, because they 
are equal to angels and are sons of God, 
being sons of the resurrection. 37 But 
that the dead are raised, even Moses 
showed, in the passage about the bush, 
where he calls the Lord the God of 
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of 
the dead, but of the living; for all live 
to him." 39And some of the scribes 
answered, "Teacher, you have spoken 
well." 40 For they no longer dared to 
ask him any question. 

said, "God forbid!" I 7 But he looked 
at them and said, "What then is this 
that is written: 

'The very stone which the builders 
rejected 

has become the head of the corner'? 
18 Every one who falls on that stone 
will be broken to pieces; but when it 
falls on any one it will crush him." 

19 The scribes and the chief priests 
tried to lay hands on him at that very 
hour, but they feared the people; for 
they perceived that he had told this 
parable against them. 20 So they watched 
him, and sent spies, who pretended to 
be sincere, that they might take hoid of 
what he said, so as to deliver him up to 
the authority and jurisdiction of the 
governor. 21 They asked him, "Teacher, 
we know that you speak and reach 
rightly, and show no partiality, but 
truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it 
lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, 
or nor?" 23 But he perceived their crafti
ness, and said to them, 24 "Show me a 
coin/ Whose likeness and inscription 
has it?" They said, "Caesar's." 2s He 
said to them, "Then render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's, and to God 
the things that are God's." 26And they 
were not able in the presence of the 
people to catch him by what he said; 
but marveling at his answer they were 
silent. 

27 There came to him some Sad'
ducees, those who say that there is no 
resurrection, 28 and they asked him a 
question, saying, "Teacher, Moses 
wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, 
having a wife but no children, the man" 
must take rhe wife and raise up children 
for his brother. 29 Now there were seven 
brothers; the first took a wife, and died 
without children; 30 and the second 
JI and the third took her, and likewise 
all seven left no children and died. 
12Afrerward the woman also died. 33 In 
the resurrection, therefore, whose wife 
will the woman be? For the seven had 
her as wife." 

34 And Jesus said to them, "The sons 
of this age marry and are given in mar
riage; .is but those who are accounted 

f Greek <h°,,ariu..1 ri Greek his brother 

41 But he said to them, "How can 
they say that the Christ is David's son? 
42 For David himself says in the Book 
of Psalms, 

'The Lord said to my Lord, 
Sit at my right hand, 

43 till I make thy enemies a stool for 
thy feet.' 

44 David thus calls him Lord; so how 
is he his son?" 

45 And in the hearing of all the people 
he said to his disciples, 46 "Beware of 
the scribes, who like to go about in long 
robes, and love salutations in the market 
places and the best seats in the syna
gogues and the places of honor at feasts, 
47 who devour widows' houses and for a 
pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation." 

21 He looked up and saw the rich 
putting their gifts into the treas

ury; 2 and he saw a poor widow put in 
two copper coins. 3And he said, "Truly 
I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all of them; 4 for they all 
contributed out of their abundance, bur 
she out of her poverty put in all the 
living that she had." 

5 And as some spoke of the temple, 
how it was adorned with noble stones 
and offerings, he said, 6 "As for these 
things which you see, the days will come 
when there shall not be left here one 
stone upon another that will nor be 
thrown down." 7And they asked him, 
"Teacher, when will this be, and what 
will be the sign when this is about to 
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Of Christ's second coming 81 LUKE 22 
take place?" 8And he said, "Take heed roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 men 
that you are not led astray; for many fainting with fear and with foreboding 
will come in my name, saying, 'I am of what is coming on the world; for the 
he!' and, 'The time is at hand!' Do not powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
go after them. 9And when you hear of 27And then they will see the Son of 
wars and tumults, do not be terrified ; man coming in a cloud with power and 
for this must first take place, but the great glory. 28 Now when these things 
end will not be at once." begin to take place, look up and raise 

IO Then he said to them, "Nation your heads, because your redemption 
will rise against nation, and kingdom is drawing near." 
against kingdom; ll there will be great 29 And he told them a parable: 
earthquakes, and in various places "Look at the fig tree, and all the trees; 
famines and pestilences; and there will .10 as soon as they come out in leaf, you 
be terrors and great signs from heaven. see for yourselves and know that the 
12 But before all this they will lay their summer is already near .. 11 So also, when 
hands on you and persecute you, deliv- you see these things taking place, you 
ering you up to the synagogues and know that the kingdom of Gou is near. 
prisons, and you will be brought before 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation 
kings and governors for my name's will not pass away till all has taken 
sake. n This will be a time for you to place. .l3 Heaven and earth will pass 
bear testimony. 14 Settle it therefore in away, but my words will not pass 
your minds, not to meditate beforehand away. 
how to answer; 15 for I will give you a 34 "But take heed to yourselves lest 
mouth and wisdom, which none of your your hearts be weighed down with dis
adversaries will be able to withstand or sipatjon and drunkenness and cares of 
contradict. 16 You will be delivered up this life, and that day come upon you 
even by parents and brothers and kins- suddenly like a snare; 35 for it will come 
men and friends, and some of you they upon all who dwell upon the face of the 
will put to death; l 7 you will be hated whole earth. 36 But watch at all times, 
by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a praying that you may have strength to 
hair of your head will perish. 19 By your escape all these things that will take 
endurance you will gain your lives. place, and to stand before the Son of 

20 "But when you see Jerusalem sur- man." 
rounded by armies, then know that its 37 And every day he was teaching in 
desolation has come near. 21 Then let the temple, but at night he went out 
those who are in Judea flee to the and lodged on the mount called Olivet. 
mountains, and let those who are inside 3BAnd early in the morning all the 
the city depart, and let not those who people came to him in the temple to 
are out in the country enter it; 22 for hear him. 
these are days of vengeance, to fulfil all 
that is written. 23Alas for those who are 22 Now the feast of Unleavened 
with child and for those who give suck Bread drew near, which is called 
in those days! For great distress shall the Passover. 2And the chief priests 
be upon the earth and wrath upon this and the scribes were seeking how to put 
people; 24 they will fall by the edge of him to death; for they feared the people. 
the sword, and be led captive among 3 Then Satan entered into Judas 
all nations; and Jerusalem will be trod- called Iscariot, who was of the number 
den down by the Gentiles, until the of the twelve; 4 he went away and con
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. ferred with the chief priests and officers 

25 "And there will be signs in sun how he might betray him to them. 
and moon and stars, and upon the earth 5And they were glad, and engaged to 
distress of nations in perplexity at the give him money. 6 So he agreed, and 
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LUKE 22 
sought an opportunity to betray him to 
them in the absence of the multitude. 

82 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened 
Bread, on which the passover lamb had 
to be sacrificed. B So Jesus'' sent Peter 
and John, saying, "Go and prepare the 
passover for us, that we may eat it." 
9 They said to him, "Where will you 
have us prepare it?" 10 He said to them, 
"Behold, when you have entered the 
city, a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you; follow him into the house 
which he enters, l! and tell the house
holder, 'The Teacher says to you, 
Where is the guest room, where I am 
to eat the passover with my disciples?' 
l2And he will show you a large upper 
room furnished; there make ready." 
l3And they went, and found it as he 
had told them; and they prepared the 
passover. 

14 And when the hour came, he sat 
at table, and the apostles with him. 
lSAnd he said to them, "I have earnestly 
desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer; 16 for I tell you I shall 
not eat iti until it is fulfilled in the king
dom of God." 17And he took a cup, 
and when he had given thanks he said, 
"Take this, and divide it among your
selves; 18 for I tell you that from now 
on I shall not drink of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God comes." 
l9And he took bread, and when he had 
given thanks he broke it and gave ic to 
them, saying, "This is my body which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me." 2 0 And likewise the cup after 
supper, saying, "This cup which is 
poured out for you is the new covenant 
in my bloodJ 2 1 But behold the hand 
of him who betrays me is with me on 
the table. 22 For the Son of man goes as 
it has been determined; but woe to that 
man by whom he is betrayed!" 2 lAnd 
they began to question one another, 
which of them it was that would do this. 

24 A dispute also arose among them, 

The last supper 
which of them was to be regarded as 
the greatest. 25 And he said to them, 
"The kings of the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and those in au
thority over them are called benefactors. 
26 But not so with you; rather let the 
greatest among you become as the 
youngest, and the leader as one who 
serves. 27 For which is the greater, one 
who sits at table, or one who serves? 
Is it not the one who sits at table? But 
I am among you as one who serves. 

28 "You are those who have con
tinued with me in my trials; 29 and I 
assign to you, as my Father assigned to 
me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom, and 
sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
demanded to have you,'· that he might 
sift youk like wheat, 32 but I have prayed 
for you that your faith may not fail; and 
wh.en you have turned again, strengthen 
your brethren." 33And he said to him, 
"Lord, I am ready to go with you to 
prison and to death." 34 He said, "I tell 
you, Peter, the cock will not crow this. 
day, until you three times deny that you 
know me." 

35 And he said to them, "When I sent 
you out with no purse or bag or sandals, 
did you lack anything?" They said, 
"Nothing." ·'0 He said to them, "Bur 
now, let him who has a purse take it, 
and likewise a bag. And let him who 
has no sword sell his mantle and bu\" 
one. 37 For I tell you that this scripture 
must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was 
reckoned with transgressors'; for what 
is written about me has ics fulfilment." 
38And they said, "Look, Lord, here are 
two swords." And he said to them, "It 
is enough." 

39 And he came out, and went, as 
was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; 
and the disciples followed him. 4 0And 
when he came to the place he said to 
them, "Pray that you may not enter into 
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Jesus betrayed and denied 
ccmpcacion." 41And he withdrew from 
chem about a scone's throw, and knelc 
down and prayed, 42 "Father, if thou 
arc willing, remove this cup from me; 
nevertheless nor my will, but thine, be 
done." 1 

' 5And when he rose from 
prayer, he came co the disciples and 
found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 and 
he said to chem, "Why do you sleep? 
Rise and pray chat you may not enter 
into cempcacion." 

47 While he was still speaking, there 
came a crowd, and the man called 
Judas, one of che cwelvc, was leading 
them. He drew near to J cs us co kiss him; 
48 but Jesus said to him, "Judas, would 
you betray che Son of man with a kiss?" 
4'!And when chose who were about him 
saw what would follow, they said, 
"Lord, shall we strike with the sword?" 
;oAnd one of chem struck che slave of 
che high priest and cue off his right ear. 
51 Bue Jesus said, "No more of this!" 
And he touched his car and healed him. 
s2 Then Jes us said to the chief priests 
and officers of chc temple and elders, 
who had come our against him, "Have 
you come out as against a robber, with 
swords and clubs? 5.I When I was with 
you day after day in che temple, you 
did nor lay hands on me. Bue chis is 
your hour, and chc power of darkness." 

54 Then they seized him and led him 
away, bringing him into the high 
priest's house. Peter followed at a 
distance; 55 and when they had kin
dled a fire in the middle of the court
yard and sac down together, Peter sac 
among them. 56 Then a maid, seeing 
him as he sat in che light and gazing ac 
him, said, "This man also was with 
him." 57 Bue he denied it, saying, 
"Woman, I do nor know him." 5XAnd 
a lictlc latt:r some one else saw him and 
said, "You also are one of chem." Bue 
Peter said, "Man, I am not." 59And 
after an interval of about an hour still 
anoth.:r insisted, saying, "Certainly this 
man also was with him; for he is a 
Galilean." <> 0 But Peter said, "Man, I 
do not know what _you are saying." 

83 LUKE 23 
And immediately, while he was still 
speaking, the cock crowed. 61And che 
Lord turned and looked at Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said to him, "Before 
the cock crows today, you will deny me 
three times." 62And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 

63 Now chc men who were holding 
Jesus mocked him and bear him; 64 they 
also blindfolded him and asked him, 
"Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 
65And they spoke many other words 
against him, reviling him. 

66 When day came, the assembly of 
the ciders of chc people gathered to
gether, both chief priests and scribes; 
and they led him away to their council, 
and they said, 67 "If you arc the Christ, 
cell us." But he said to them, "If I cell 
you, you will not believe; 68 and if I ask 
you, you will nor answer. 69 But from 
now on the Son of man shall be seated 
at the right hand of che power of God." 
70And they all said, "Arc you the Son of 
God, then?" And he said to them, "You 
say that I am." 71And they said, "What 
further testimony do we need? We have 
heard it ourselves from his own lips." 

23 Then the whole company of 
them arose, and brought him 

before Pilate. 2And they began to accuse 
him, saying, "We found this man per
verting our nation, and forbidding us to 
give tribute to Caesar, and saying that 
he himself is Christ a king." -1And 
Pilate asked him, "Arc you the King of 
the Jews?" And he answered him, "You 
have said so." 4And Pilate said to the 
chief priests and the multitudes, "I find 
no crime in chis man." 5 But they were 
urgent, saying, "He stirs up the people, 
teaching throughout all Judea, from 
Galilee even to this place." 

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked 
whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And 
wh.:n he learned that he belonged to 
Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over 
to Herod, who was himself in Jeru
salem at that time. 8 When Herod saw 
Jes us, he was very glad, for he had long 

~~)thL'r anc:icn1 au1hori11es add verses 43 and 44: 41Atrd t~erc 1.1ppeared to him ar1 a11gcl from heav1m, strct1gth1mi11K hHn. 
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LUKE 23 84 The crucifixion 
desired ro see him, because he had 27 And there followed him a great mul
heard about him, and he was hoping to titude of the people, and of women who 
see some sign done by him. 9 So he bewailed and lamented him. 28 But 
questioned him at some length; but he Jesus turning to them said, "Daughters 
made no answer. Ill The chief priests of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
and the scribes stood by, vehemently weep for yourselves and for your chil
accusing him. I !And Herod with his sol- dren. 29 For behold, the days arc coming 
diers treated him with contempt and when they will say, 'Blessed are the 
mocked him; then, arraying him in barren, and the wombs that never bore, 
gorgeous apparel, he sent him back to and the breasts that ne\·er ga\"e suck!' 
Pilate. 12And Herod and Pilate became -10 Then they will begin ro say to the 
friends with each other that very day, mowuains, 'Fall on us'; and to the 
for before this they had been at erunity hills, 'Cover us.' .11 For if they do this 
with each other. when the wood is green, what will 

13 Pilate then called together the happen when it is dry?" 
chief priests and the rulers and the 32 Two others also, who were crim
people, 14 and said ro them, "You inals, were led away ro be put to death 
brought me this man as one who was with him. -'·'And when the\" came ro the 
perverting the people; and after ex- place which is called The Skull, there 
amining him before you, behold, I did they crucified him, and the criminals, 
not find this man guilty of any of your one on the right and one on the left. 
charges against him; 15 neither did 3-!And Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Be- them; for they know not what they 
hold, nothing deserving death has been do." /1 And they cast lots to divide his 
done by him; 16 I will therefore chastise garments. -''And the people stood by, 
him and release him." 111 watching; but the rulers scoffed at him, 

18 But they all cried out together, saying, "He saved others; let him save 
"Away with this man, and release to us himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Barab"bas"-1 9 a man who had been Chosen One!" 36 The soldiers also 
thrown into prison for an insurrection mocked him, coming up and offering 
started in the city, and for murder. him vinegar, -"and saying, "If you are 
20 Pilate addressed them once more, the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 
desiring to release J cs us; 21 but they .18 There was also an inscription O\"Cr 
shouted out, "Crucify, crucify him!" him," "This is the King of the Jews.'' 
22A third time he said to them, "Why, 39 One of the criminals who were 
what evil has he done? I ha\·e found in hanged railed at him, saying, '·Are you 
him no crime deserving death; I will not the Christ? Save yourself and us'" 
therefore chastise him and release 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, 
him." 23 But they were urgent, de- "Do you not fear God, since you are 
manding with loud cries that he should under the same sentence of con
be crucified. And their voices pre- demnation? 41And we indeed justly; 
vailed. 24 So Pilate gave sentence that for we arc receiving the due reward 
their demand should be granted. 25 He of our deeds; but this man has done 
released the man who had been thrown nothing wrong." 42And he said, "Jesus, 
into prison for insurrection and murder, remember me when you come intoP 
whom they asked for; but Jesus he de- your kingdom." 43 And he said to him, 
livered up ro their will. "Truly, I say to you, today you will be 

26 And as they led him away, they with me in Paradise." 
seized one Simon of Cyre'ne, who was 44 It was now about the sixth hour. 
coming in from the countr~', and laid on and there was darkness over the whole 
him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. land'' until the ninth hour, 4' while the 
111 Here, or a fl er verse 19, other ancient authorities add verse 1 i. Nm.:· h.: was oblrged to rclo.is.- o,,.- m • .m T<l ch~·m 
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The empty tomb 
sun's light failed;' and the curtain of the 
temple was tom in two. 46 Then Jesus, 
crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, 
into thy hands I commit my spirit!" 
And having said this he breathed his 
last. 47 Now when the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God, 
and said, "Cenainly this man was in
nocent!" 4RAnd all the multitudes who 
assembled to see the sight, when they 
saw what had taken place, returned 
home beating their breasts. 49And all 
his acquaintances and the women who 
had followed him from Galilee stood at 
a distance and saw these things. 

50 Now there was a man named 
Joseph from the Jewish town of Ari
mathe'a. He was a member of the 
council, a good and righteous man, 
st who had not consented to their pur
pose and deed, and he was looking for 
the kingdom of God. 52 This man went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and 
wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid 
him in a rock-hewn tomb, where no one 
had ever yet been laid. 54 It was the day 
of Preparation, and the sabbath was be
ginning." 55 The women who had come 
with him from Galilee followed, and 
saw the tomb, and how his body was 
laid; 56 then they returned, and pre
pared spices and ointments. 

On the sabbath they rested according 
to the commandment. 

24 But on the first day of the week, 
at early dawn, they went to the 

tomb, taking the spices which they had 
prepared. 2And they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 
they went in they did not find the body. 1 

4 While they were perplexed about this, 
behold, two men stood by them in 
dazzling apparel; 5 and as they were 
frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, "Why do 
you seek the living among the dead?" 
~ Remember how he told you, while he 
was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 
man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and on 

85 LUKE 24 
the third day rise." BAnd they re
membered his words, 9 and returning 
from the tomb they told all this to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was 
Mary Mag'dalene and Jo-an'na and 
Mary the mother of James and the 
other women with them who told this 
to the apostles; 11 but these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them. v 

13 That very day two of them were 
going to a village named Emma'us, 
about seven milesw from Jerusalem, 
14 and talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. 15 While 
they were talking and discussing to
gether, Jesus himself drew near and 
went with them. 16 But their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. 17 And he 
said to them, "What is this conversation 
which you are holding with each other 
as you walk?" And they stood still, look
ing sad. 18 Then one of them, named 
Cle'opas, answered him, "Are you the 
only visitor to Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have happened 
there in these days?" 19And he said to 
them, "What things?" And they said to 
him, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, 
20 and how our chief priests and rulers 
delivered him up to be condemned to 
death, and crucified him. 21 But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since this happened. 
22 Moreover, some women of our com
pany amazed us. They were at the tomb 
early in the morning 23 and did not find 
his body; and they came back saying 
that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb, and found it just as the 
women had said ; but him they did not 
see." 25And he said to them, "O foolish 
men, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was 
it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his 

r Or the sun was eclipsed. Od!er ancient authorities read the sun was darkened x Greek was dawning 
1 Other ancit:nt authorities add of 1he Lord _7esus " Other anciem authorities add He is not here, but has risen 
,. Other ancient euthorities add verse 12, Sue Peter rose and ran to the tombJ· stooping and looking in, he saw the 

''""" clo1hs by themselves; and he wenr home wondering at what had happened 
,,. Greek si:.ty uadia; some ancient authorities read a hundred and sixty stadfrJ 
23.48: rs Jl.5. 23.49: Lk 8.1-J; 23.55-56; 24.10. 
23.50-541: Mt 27.57-61; Mk 15.42-47;Jn 19.38-42; Acts 13.29. 23.541: Mk 16.I; Ex 12.16; 20.10. 
24.1-9: Mt 28.1-8; Mk 16.1-7; Jn 20.I, 11-13. 24.8: Lk 9.22; 13.32-33. 
24.10: Mk 16.I; Lk 8.1-3; Jn 20.2. 24.18: Jn 20.14: 21.4. 24.19: Mt 21.11; Lk 7.16; 13.33; Acts 3.22. 
24.24: Jn 20.1-IO. 
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glory?" 27 And beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the scriptures the things con
cerning himself. 

28 So they drew near to the village to 
which they were going. He appeared to 
be going further, 29 but they constrained 
him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is 
toward evening and the day is now far 
spent." So he went in to stay with them. 
.10 When he was at table with them, he 
took the bread and blessed, and broke 
it, and gave it to them. 31And their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him ; 
and he vanished out of their sight. 
32 They said to each other, "Did not our 
hearts bum within us' while he talked 

. to us on the road, while he opened to us 
' th scriptures?" 33And they rose that 

ame hour and returned to Jerusalem ; 
they found the eleven gathered to

gether and those who were with them, 
."4 who said, "The Lord has risen in
deed, and has appeared to Simon!" 
.15 Then they told what had happened 
on the road, and how he was known 
to them in the breaking of the bread. 

36 As they were saying this, Jesus 
himself stood among them.' .n But 
they were startled and frightened, and 
supposed that they saw a spirit. .18And 
he said to them, "Why are you troubled, 
and why do questionings rise in your 
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, 

The risen Christ appears 
that it is I myself; handle me, and see; 
for a spirit has not flesh and bones as 
you see that I have."Y 41And while they 
still d_isbelieved for joy, and wondered, 
he said to them, "Have you anything 
here to eat?" 42 They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate 
before them. 

44 Then he said to them, "These are 
my words which I spoke to you, while I 
was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses 
and the prophets and the psalms must 
be fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 
4o and said to them, "Thus it is written, 
that the Christ should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, 47 and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be preached in his name to all 
nations,' beginning from Jerusalem. 
48 You are witnesses of these things. 
49And behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you; but stay in the ciry, 
umil you are clothed with power from 
on high." 

50 Then he led rhem out as far as 
Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, 
he parted from them, and was carried 
up into heaven.• 52 And they• returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy, ''and 
were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 

1 Other ancient authorities add and said lo them, "Peace to· vou.'" 
Y Other ancient authorities add verse 40, And wlum he had .~aid this, h.: showed them his haHd...~ a11d his f~·a 
:: Or 11a1fons. Bcgim1fr1g from Je,-usalem you are w1-1t1esses 
a Other ancit=m authorities omit and was carried up inro h.:cwen 
l> Other ancient authorities add wo,.ship.:d him, and cot her ancient authorities omit U'i1hi11 us 
24.27: Lk 24.44-45; Acts 28.23; 1 Pet I.II. 24.28: Mk 6.48. 24.30: Lk 9.16.; 22.19. 24.34: 1Cor15.5. 
24.38-43: Jn 20.19-20, 27; Jn 21.5, 9-13; 1Cor15.5; Acts 10.40-41. 24.39: I Jn I.I. 
24.44: Lk 24.26-27; Acts 28.23. 24.48: Hos 6.2; 1 Cor 15.3-4. 24.47: Acts 1.4-8; Mt 28.19. 
24.49: Acts 2.1-4; Jn 14.26; 20.21-23. 24.51: Acts 1.9-11. 24.52-53: Acts 1.12-14. 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

---· JOHN 

1 In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the be
ginning with God; .l all things were 
made through him, and without him 
was not anything made that was made. 
4 In him was life," and the life was the 
lighr of men. s The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not over
come it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came for 
testimony, to bear witness to the light, 
that all might believe through him. 
H He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness to the light. 

9 The true light that enlightens every 
man was corning into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world knew 
him not. 11 He came to his own home, 
and his own people received him not. 
12 But to all who received him, who be
lieved in his name, he gave power to be
come children of God; 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwdt among us, full of grace and truth; 
we have beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father. IS (John bore 
witness to him, and cried, "This was he 
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me 
ranks before me, for he was before 
me.'") JtiAnd from his fulness have we 
all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law wa' given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
1 H No one has ever seen God; the only 
Son,'' who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he has made him known. 

19 And this is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are 
you?" 20 He confessed, he did not deny, 
but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 
21And they asked him, "What then? 
Are you Eli'jah?" He said, "I am not." 
"Are you the prophet?" And he an
swered, "No." 22 They said to him 
then, "Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?" 23 He said, "I 
am the voice of one crying in the wilder
ness, 'Make straight the way of the 
Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." 

24 Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. 25 They asked him, "Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Eli'jah, nor the 
prophet?" 26 John answered them, "I 
baptize with water; but among you 
stands one whom you do not know, 
27 even he who comes after me, the 
thong of whose sandal I am not worthy 
to untie." 28 This took place in Bethany 
beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, "Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
'After me comes a man who ranks be
fore me, for he was before me.' 31 I 
myself did not know him; but for this I 
came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel." 32And 
John bore witness, "I saw the Spirit 
descend as a dove from heaven, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him; but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, 'He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.' l4And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God." 

u Or wu( 1/or unyrhmg made. Thar which has been made was lije in him h Other ancient authorities read God 
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1.23: ls 40.3; Mk 1.3; Mt 3.3; Lk 3.4. 1.28-27: Mk 1.7-8; Mt 3.11; Lk 3.16. 1.28: Jn 3.26; t0.40. 
1.29: Jn 1.36; Is 53.7; Acts 8.32; I Pct 1.19; Rev 5.6; I Jn 3.5. 1.30: Jn 1.15. 
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JOHN 1 88 
35 The next day again John was 

standing with two of his disciples; 
-'6 and he looked at Jes us as he walked, 
and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 
37 The two disciples heard him say chis, 
and they followed Jes us. 38 Jes us 
turned, and saw chem following, and 
said co them, "What do you seek?" 
And they said co him, "Rabbi" (which 
means Teacher), "where are you stay
ing?" 39 He said co them, "Come and 
see." They came and saw where he was 
staying; and they stayed with him chat 
day, for it was about the tench hour. 
40 One of the two who heard John speak, 
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother. 41 He first found his 
brother Simon, and said to him, "We 
have found the Messiah" (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him, and said, "So you 
are Simon the son of John? You shall be 
called Cephas" (which means Peterc). 

43 The next day Jesus decided co go 
to Galilee. And he found Philip and 
said to him, "Follow me." 44 Now 
Philip was from Beth-sa'ida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found 
Nathan' a-el, and said co him, "We have 
found him of whom Moses in the law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46 Na
chan'a-el said co him, "Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?" Philip 
said to him, "Come and see." 47 Jesus 
saw Nathan'a-el coming to him, and 
said of him, "Behold, an Israelite in
deed, in whom is no guile!" 48 Nathan' -
a-el said co him, "How do you know 
me?" Jesus answered him, "Before 
Philip called you, when you were under 
the fig tree, I saw you." 49 Nathan' a-el 
answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
so Jesus answered him, "Because I said 
co you, I saw you under the fig tree, do 
you believe? You shall see greater things 
than these." "And he said to him, 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 
heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man." 

Cleansing of the temple 

2 On the third day there was a 
marriage at Cana in Galilee, and 

rhe mother of Jesus was there; 2 Jes us 
also was invited to the marriage, with 
his disciples. 'When the wine gave our, 
the mother of Jes us said to him, "They 
have no wine." 4And Jesus said to her, 
"O woman, what have you co do with 
me? My hour has not yet come." 5 His 
mother said co the servants, "Do what
ever he tells you." 6 Now six stone jars 
were standing there, for the Jewish rices 
of purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. 7 Jes us said co them, 
"Fill the jars with water." And they 
filled them up co the brim. 8 He said co 
them, "Now draw some out, and cake it 
to the steward of the feast." So thev 
took it. 9 When the steward of the feast 
tasted the water now become wine, and 
did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the steward of the 
feast called the bridegroom IO and said 
to him, "Every man serves the good 
wine first; and when men have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine; but you have 
kept the good wine until now." 11 This, 
the first of his signs, Jes us did at Cana 
in Galilee, and manifested his glory; 
and his disciples believed in him. 

12 After chis he went down co 
Caper'na-um, with his mother and his 
brothers and his disciples; and there 
they stayed for a few days. 

13 The Passover of the Jews was at 
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple he found chose who 
were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers at 
their business. "And making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all, with the sheep 
and oxen, our of the temple; and he 
poured out the coins of the money
changers and overturned their cables. 
16And he told those who sold the 
pigeons, "Take these things away; you 
shall not make mv Father's house a 
house of trade." i 7 His disciples re
membered char it was written, "Zeal for 
thy house will consume me." 18 The 
Jews then said to him, "What sign haw 

r From the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 
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1.42: Jn 21.15-17; I Cor 15.5; Mt 16.18. 1.43: Mt I0.3; Jn 6.5; 12.21; 14.B. 1.45: Lk 24.27. 
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2.3: Jn 19.26; Mk 3.31. 2.4: Mk 1.24; 57; Jn 7.6, 30; 8.20. 2.6: Mk 7.3; Jn 3.25. 
2.11: Jn 2.23; 3.2l 4.54; 6.2. 2.12: Mt 4.13; Jn 7.3; Mk 3.31. 2.13: Jn 6.4; 11.55; Deut 16.1-6; Lk 2.41. 
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2.18: Mk 11.28; Mt 21.23; Lk 20.2. 
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you to show us for doing this?" 19 Jesus 
answered them, "Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up." 
20 The Jews then said, "It has taken 
forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will you raise it up in three days?" 
21 But he spoke of the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remem
bered that he had said this; and they be
lieved the scripture and the word which 
Jesus had spoken. 

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at 
the Passover feast, many believed in his 
name when they saw the signs which he 
did; 24 but Jesus did not trust himself 
to them, 25 because he knew all men 
and needed no one to bear witness of 
man; for he himself knew what was in 
man. 

3 Now there was a man of the 
Pharisees, named Nicode'mus, a 

ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
Jesus" by night and said to him, 
"Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do, unless God is 
with him." 3 Jesus answered him, 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born anew,' he cannot see the king
dom of God." 4 Nicode'mus said to 
him, "How can a man be born when he 
is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother's womb and be born?" 
s Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.f 7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, 'You must be born 
anew.'' 8 The wind/ blows where it 
wills, and you hear the sound of it, but 
you do not know whence it comes or 
whither it goes; so it is with every one 
who is born of the Spirit." 9 Nicode' -
mus said to him, "How can this be?" 
10 Jesus answered him, "Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand this? 11 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, we speak of what we know, and 

bear witness to what we have seen; 
but you do not receive our testimony. 
12 If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one 
has ascended into heaven but he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of 
man.9 14And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of man be lifted up, Is that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life.'.'.!!.. 

16 For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever be
lieves in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God sent the Son 
into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be 
saved through him. 18 He who believes 
in him is not condemned; he-w~ 
no_t beli~ndemned-ekeaciy;·«• 
cause"he ~t..bd.ieved in the name·of· 
th~'1mly~d.- 19 And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. 20 For every one who does evil 
hates the light, and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
21 But he who does what is true comes 
to the light, that it may be clearly seen 
that his deeds have been wrought in 
God. 

22 After this Jes us and his disciples 
went into the land of Judea; there he 
remained with them and baptized. 
23 John also was baptizing at Ae'non 
near Salim, because there was much 
water there; and people came and were 
baptized. 24 For John had not yet been 
put in prison. 

25 Now a discussion arose between 
John's disciples and a Jew over purify
ing. 26And they came to John, and said 
to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you 
beyond the Jordan, to whom you bore 
witness, here he is, baptizing, and all 
are going to him." 27 John answered, 
"No one can receive anything except 
what is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 

d Greek him " Or fr-om abcnie f The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 
O Other ancient authorities add who is in heaven 
ll Some interpreters hold that the quotation continues through verse 21 
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JOHN 3 
I am not the Christ, but I have been 
sent before him. 29 He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom; the friend of 
the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's 
voice; therefore this joy of mine is now 
full. 30 He must increase, but I must 
decrease.'' i 

31 He who comes from above is above 
all; he who is of the earth belongs to the 
earth, and of the earth he speaks; he 
who comes from heaven is above all. 
32 He bears witness to what he has seen 
and heard, yet no one receives his 
testimony; J3 he who receives his 
testimony sets his seal to this, that God 
is true . .14 For he whom God has sent 
utters the words of God, for it is not by 
measure that he gives the Spirit; 35 the 
Father loves the Son, and has given all 
things into his hand. 36 He who believes 
in the Son has eternal life; he who does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God rests upon him. 

90 

4 Now when the Lord knew that the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus 

was making and baptizing more dis
ciples than John 2 (although Jesus him
self did not baptize, but only his disci-

11
tes-), 3 he left Judea and departed again 
o Galilee. 4 He had to pass through 

Samar'ia. 5 So he came to a city of 
Samar'ia, called Sy'char, near the field 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, 
wearied as he was with his journey, sat 
down beside the well. It was about the 
sixth hour. 

7 There came a woman of Samar'ia 
to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give 
me a drink." B For his disciples had 
gone away into the city to buy food. 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, 
"How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samar'ia?" For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans. 
10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the 
gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would 
have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water." 11 The woman 
said to him, "Sir, you have nothing 
to draw with, and the well is deep; 
where do you get that living water? 

The woman at the well 
12Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank from it 
himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" 
13 Jesus said to her, "Every one who 
drinks of this water will thirst again, 
14 but whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him will never thirst; the 
water that I shall give him will become 
in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life." 15 The woman said to 
him, "Sir, give me this water, that 
I may not thirst, nor come here to 
draw." 

16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your 
husband, and come here." 1" The 
woman answered him, "I have no hus
band." Jesus said to her, "You are right 
in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and he 
whom you now have is not your hus
band; this you said truly." 19 The 
woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive 
that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain; and you 
say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship." 21 Jesus said 
to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for such the Father 
seeks to worship him. 24 God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth." 25 The 
woman said to him, "I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called 
Christ); when he comes, he will show 
us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I 
who speak to you am he." 

27 Just then his disciples ca.me. 
They marveled that he was talking with 
a woman, but none said, "What do you 
wish?" or, "Why are you talking with 
her?" 28 So the woman left her water 
jar, and went away into the city, and 
said to the people, 29 "Come, see a man 
who told me all that I ever did. Can this 
be the Christ?" 30 They went out of the 
city and were coming to him. 

Meanwhile the disciples besought 
1 Some incerpreters hold that the quotation cominues through verse 36 
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him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32 But he 
said to them, "I have food to eat of 
which you do not know." .H So the dis
ciples said to one another, "Has any one 
brought him food?" :w Jesus said to 
them, "My food is to do the will of him 
who sent me, and to accomplish his 
work .. ls Do you not say, 'There are yet 
four months, then comes the harvest'? 
I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how 
the fields are already white for harvest. 
l~ He who reaps receives wages, and 
gathers fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together . 
. n For here the saying holds true, 'One 
sows and another reaps.' 38 I sent you 
to reap that for which you did not labor; 
others have labored, and you have en
tered into their labor." 

39 Many Samaritans from that city 
believed in him because of the woman's 
testimony, "He told me all that I ever 
did." 40 So when the Samaritans came 
to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days. 
41And many more believed because of 
his word. 42 They said to the woman, 
"It is no longer because of your words 
that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is 
indeed the Savior of the world." 

43 After the two days he departed to 
Galilee. 44 For Jesus himself testified 
that a prophet has no honor in his own 
country. 45 So when he came to Galilee, 
the Galileans welcomed him, having 
seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 
the feast, for they too had gone to the 
feast. 

46 So he came again to Cana in 
Galilee, where he had made the water 
wine. And at Caper'na-um there was an 
official whose son was ill. 47 When he 
heard that Jesus had come from Judea 
to Galilee, he went and begged him to 
come down and heal his son, for he was 
at the point of death. 48 Jesus therefore 
said to him, "Unless you see signs and 
wonders you will not believe." 49 The 
official said to him, "Sir, come down 
before my child dies." 50 Jesus said to 
him, "Go; your son will live." The man 

JOHN 5 
believed the word that Jes us spoke to 
him and went his way. 51As he was going 
down, his servants met him and told 
him that his son was living. 52 So he 
asked them the hour when he began to 
mend, and they said to him, "Yesterday 
at the seventh hour the fever left him." 
53 The father knew that was the hour 
when Jesus had said to him, "Your son 
will live"; and he himself believed, and 
all his household. 54 This was now the 
second sign that Jesus did when he had 
come from Judea to Galilee. 

5 After this there was a feast of the 
Jews, and Jesus went up to Jeru

salem. 
2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the 

Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called 
Beth-za'tha,i which has five porticoes. 
3 In these lay a multitude of invalids, 
blind, lame, paralyzed.k s One man 
was there, who had been ill for thirty
eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him and 
knew that he had been lying there a long 
time, he said to him, "Do you want to 
be healed?" 7 The sick man answered 
him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into 
the pool when the water is troubled, and 
while I am going another steps down 
before me." B Jesus said to him, "Rise, 
take up your pallet, and walk." 9And at 
once the man was healed, and he took 
up his pallet and walked. 

Now that day was the sabbath. 10 So 
the Jews said to the man who was 
cured, "It is the sabbath, it is not 
lawful for you to carry your pallet." 
11 But he answered them, "The man 
who healed me said to me, 'Take up 
your pallet, and walk.' " 12 They asked 
him, "Who is the man who said to you, 
'Take up your pallet, and walk'?" 
13 Now the man who had been healed 
did not know who it was, for Jesus had 
withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the 
place. 14Afterward, Jesus found him in 
the temple, and said to him, "See, you 
are well ! Sin no more, that nothing 
worse befall you." 15 The man went 
away and told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who had healed him. 16And this was 
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why the Jews persecuted Jesus, because 
he did this on the sabbath. 17 But Jesus 
answered them, "My Father is working 
still, and I am working." 18 This was 
why the Jews sought all the more to 
kill him, because he not only broke the 
sabbath but also called God his own 
Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, 
I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 
his own accord, but only what he sees 
the Father doing; for whatever he does, 
that the Son does likewise. 20 For the 
Father loves the Son, and shows him all 
that he himself is doing; and greater 
works than these will he show him, that 
you may marvel. 21 For as the Father 
raises the dead and gives them life, so 
also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
22 The Father judges no one, but has 
given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all 
may honor the Son, even as they honor 
the Father. He who does not honor the 
Son does not honor the Father who sent 
him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who hears my word and believes him 
who sent me, has eternal life; he does 
not come into judgment, but has passed 
from death to life. 

25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live. 
26 For as the Father has life in himself, 
so he has granted the Son also to have 
life in himself, 27 and has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because 
he is the Son of man. 28 Do not marvel 
at this; for the hour is coming when all 
who are in the tombs will hear his voice 
29 and come forth, those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resur
rection of judgment. 

30 "I can do nothing on my own 
authority; as I hear, I judge; and my 
judgment is just, because I seek not my 
own will but the will of him who sent 
me. 31 If I bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is not true; .12 there is another 
who bears witness to me, and I know 
that the testimony which he bears to 
me is true. ll You sent to John, and he 

has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not 
that the testimony which I receive is 
from man; but I say this that you may 
be saved. 35 He was a burning and 
shining lamp, and you were willing to 
rejoice for a while in his light. .16 Bue 
the testimony which I have is greater 
than that of John; for the works which 
the Father has granted me to accom
plish, these very works which I am do
ing, bear me witness that the Father has 
sent me. l7And the Father who sent me 
has himself borne witness to me. His 
voice you have never heard, his form 
you have never seen; 38 and you do 
not have his word abiding in you, for 
you do not believe him whom he has 
sent .. l9 You search the scriptures, be
cause you think that in them vou have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness to me; 40 yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may have life. 41 I do 
not receive glory from men. 42 But I 
know that you have not the love of God 
within you. 43 I have come in mv 
Father's name, and you do not receive 
me; if another comes in his own name, 
him you will receive. 44 How can you 
believe, who receive glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that 
comes from the only God? 45 Do not 
think that I shall accuse you to the 
Father; it is Moses who accuses you, on 
whom you set your hope. 4o If you be
lieved Moses, you would believe me, for 
he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not be
lieve his writings, how will you believe 
my words?" 

6 After this Jesus went to the other 
side of the Sea of Galilee, which is 

the Sea of Tibe'ri-as. 2And a multitude 
followed him, because they saw the signs 
which he did on those who were dis
eased. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, 
and there sat down with his disciples. 
4 Now the Passover, the feast of the 
Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, 
then, and seeing that a multitude was 
corning to him, Jesus said to Philip, 
"How are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?" 6 This he said to rest 
him, for he himself knew what he would 
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do. 7 Philip answered him, "Two hun
dred denarii1 would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little." 
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother, said to him, 9 "There is 
a lad here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish; but what are they among so 
many?" 10 Jesus said, "Make the people 
sit down." Now there was much grass 
in the place; so the men sat down, in 
number about five thousand. I I Jesus 
then took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to 
those who were seated; so also the fish, 
as much as they wanted. I2And when 
they had eaten their fill, he told his 
disciples, "Gather up the fragments left 
over, that nothing may be lost." 13 So 
they gathered them up and filled twelve 
baskets with fragments from the five 
barley loaves, left by those who had 
eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign 
which he had done, they said, "This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world!" 

15 Perceiving then that they were 
about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to 
the mountain by himself. 

16 When evening came, his disciples 
went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, 
and started across the sea to Caper'na
um. It was now dark, and Jesus had not 
yet come to them. 18 The sea rose be
cause a strong wind was blowing. 
19 When they had rowed about three or 
four miles,"' they saw Jesus walking on 
the sea and drawing near to the boat. 
They were frightened, 20 but he said to 
them, "It is I; do nor be afraid." 
21 Then they were glad to take him into 
the boat, and immediately the boat was 
at the land to which they were going. 

22 On the next day the people who 
remained on the other side of the sea 
saw that there had been only one boat 
there, and that Jes us had not entered 
the boat with his disciples, but that his 
disciples had gone away alone. 2.l How
ever, boats from Tibe'ri-as came near 
the place where they ate the bread after 
the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when 
the people saw that Jesus was not there, 
nor his disciples, they themselves got 

into the boats and went to Capcr'na
um, seeking Jes us. 

25 When they found him on the other 
side of the sea, they said to him, 
"Rabbi, when did you come here?" 
26 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, 
I say to you, you seek me, not because 
you saw signs, but because you ate your 
fill of the loaves. 27 Do not labor for the 
food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of man will give to you; for on him 
has God the Father set his seal." 
28'Then they said to him, "What must 
we do, to be doing the works of God?" 
29 Jesus answered them, "This is ·.he 
work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent." 30 So they said to 
him, "Then what sign do you do, that 
we may sec, and believe you? What 
work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate 
the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, 'He gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.' " 32 Jesus then said to 
them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was 
not Moses who gave you the bread 
from heaven; my Father gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33 For the 
bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven, and gives life to the 
world." .\4 They said to him, "Lord, 
give us this bread always." 

35 Jesus said to them, "I am the 
bread of life; he who comes to me shall 
not hunger, and he who believes in me 
shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you 
that you have seen me and yet do not 
believe. 37 All that the Father gives me 
will come to me; and him who comes to 
me I will not cast out. 38 For I have 
come down from heaven, not to do my 
own will, but the will of him who sent 
me; .19 and this is the will of him who 
sent me, that I should lose nothing of all 
that he has given me, but raise it up at 
the last day. 40 For this is the will of my 
Father, that every one who sees the Son 
and believes in him should have eternal 
life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day." 

41 The Jews then murmured at him, 
because he said, "I am the bread which 
came down from heaven." 42 They 
said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of 
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Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How does he now say, 'I have 
come down from heaven'?" 43 Jesus 
answered them, "Do not murmur 
among yourselves. 44 No one can come 
to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws him; and I will raise him up at 
the last day. 45 It is written in the 
prophets, 'And they shall all be taught 
l'>y God.' Every one who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to me. 
46 Not that any one has seen the 
Father except him who is from God; he 
has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, he who believes has eternal 
life. 4H I am the bread of life. 49 Your 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. 5o This is the bread 
which comes down from heaven, that a 
man may eat of it and not die. 51 I am 
the living bread which came down from 
heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he 
will live for ever; and the bread which I 
shall give for the life of the world is my 
flesh." 

52 The Jews then disputed among 
themselves, saying, "How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?" 5) So 
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless you cat the flesh of the 
Son of man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you; 54 he who eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day. " For my flesh is food indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. 56 He who 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
abides in me, and I in him. 57As the 
living Father sent me, and I liv.e be
cause of the Father, so he who eats me 
will live because of me. 58 This is the 
bread which came down from heaven, 
not such as the fathers ate and died; he 
who eats this bread will live for ever." 
' 9 This he said in the synagogue, as he 
taught at Caper'na-um. 

60 Many of his disciples, when they 
heard it, said, "This is a hard saying; 
who can listen to it?" 61 But Jesus, 
knowing in himself that his disciples 
murmured at it, said to them, "Do you 
take offense at this? 62 Then what if you 
were to see the Son of man ascending 
where he was before? 6) It is the spirit 

"I am the bread of !if e" 
that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; 
the words that I have spoken to you arc 
spirit and life. 64 But there arc some of 
you that do not believe." For Jesus 
knew from the first who those were that 
did not believe, and who it was that 
would betray him. 65 And he said, "This 
is why I told you that no one can come 
to me unless it is granted him by the 
Father." 

66 After this many of his disciples 
drew back and no longer went about with 
him. 67 Jesus said to the twelve, "Do 
you also wish to go away?" 6 ' Simon 
Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life; 69 and we have believed, 
and have come to know, that you are the 
Holy One of God." 1n Jes us answered 
them, "Did I not choose you, the 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?" 
71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon 
Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was 
to betray him. 

7 After this Jesus went about in 
Galilee; he would not go about in 

Judea, because the Jews" sought to kill 
him. 2 Now the Jews' feast of Taber
nacles was at hand. .\ So his brothers 
said to him, "Leave here and go to 
Judea, that your disciples may see the 
works you are doing. 4 For no man 
works in secret if he seeks to be known 
openly. If you do these things, show 
yourself to the world." 5 For e\·en his 
brothers did not believe in him. "Jesus 
said to them, "My time has not yet 
come, but your time is always here. 
7 The world cannot hate you, but ic 
hates me because I testifv of it thac ics 
works are evil. H Go to the feasc vour
selves; I am not" going up to. chis 
feast, for my time has not yet fully 
come." 9 So saying, he remained in 
Galilee. 

10 But after his brothers had gone up 
to the feast, then he also went up, not 
publicly but in privace. II The Jews 
were looking for him at the feast, and 
saying, "Where is he?" 12And there was 
much muttering about him among the 
people. While some said, "He is a good 
man," others said, "No, he is leading 
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the people astray." 13 Yet for fear of the 
Jews no one spoke openly of him. 

14 About the middle of the feast 
Jesus went up into the temple and 
taught. 15 The Jews marveled at it, 
saying, "How is it that this man has 
learning,'' when he has never studied?" 
16 So Jesus answered them, "My 
teaching is not mine, but his who sent 
me; 17 if any man's will is to do his will, 
he shall know whether the teaching is 
from God or whether I am speaking on 
my own authority. 18 He who speaks on 
his own authority seeks his own glory; 
but he who seeks the glory of him who 
sent him is true, and in him there is no 
falsehood. 19 Did not Moses give you 
the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. 
Why do you seek to kill me?" 20 The 
people answered, "You have a demon! 
Who is seeking to kill you?" 21 Jesus 
answered them, "I did one deed, and 
you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, 
but from the fathers), and you cir
cumcise a man upon the sabbath. 23 If 
on the sabbath a man receives circum
cision, so that the law of Moses may 
not be broken, are you angry with me 
because on the sabbath I made a man's 
whole body well? 24 Do not judge by ap
pearances, but judge with right judg
ment." 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem 
therefore said, "Is not this the man 
whom they seek to kill? 2°And here he 
is, speaking openly, and they say m;>th
ing to him! Can it be that the authorities 
really know that this is the Christ? 
21 Yet we know when~ this man comes 
from ; and when the Christ appears, no 
one will know where he comes from." 
2K So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in 
the temple, "You know me, and you 
know where I come from? But I have 
not come of my own accord; he who 
sent me is true, and him you do not 
know. 2'I I know him, for I come from 
him, and he sent me." 30 So they sought 
to arrest him; but no one laid hands on 
him, because his hour had not yet 
come. 11 Yet many of the people be-

lieved in him ; they said, "When the 
Christ appears, will he do more signs 
than this man has done?" 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd 
thus muttering about him, and the chief 
priests and Pharisees sent officers to 
arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, "I shall 
be with you a little longer, and then I 
go to him who sent me; 34 you will seek 
me and you will not find me; where I 
am you cannot come." 35 The Jews said 
to one another, "Where does this man 
intend to go that we shall not find him? 
Does he intend to go to the Dispersion 
among the Greeks and teach the 
Greeks? 36 What does he mean by say
ing, 'You will seek me and you will not 
find me,' and, 'Where I am you cannot 
come'?" 

37 On the last day of the feast, the 
great day, Jesus stood up and pro
claimed, "If any one thirst, let him 
come to me and drink. 38 He who be
lieves in me, as" the scripture has said, 
'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.'" W Now this he said 
about the Spirit, which those who be
lieved in him were to receive; for as yet 
the Spirit had not been given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified. 

40 When they heard these words, 
some of the people said, "This is really 
the prophet." 41 Others said, "This is 
the Christ." But some said, "Is the 
Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not 
the scripture said that the Christ is 
descended from David, and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David 
was?" 43 So there was a division among 
the people over him. 44 Some of them 
wanted to arrest him, but no one laid 
hands on him. 

45 The officers then went back to the 
chief priests and Pharisees, who said to 
them, "Why did you not bring him?" 
46 The officers answered, "No man 
ever spoke like this man!" 47 The 
Pharisees answered them, "Are you led 
astray, you also? 48 Have any of the 
authorities or of the Pharisees believed 
in him? 49 But this crowd, who do not 
know the law, are accursed." so Nicode'-
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mus, who had gone to him before, and 
who was one of them, said to them, 
;1 "Does our law judge a man without 
first giving him a hearing and learning 
what he does?" ;2 They replied, "Are 
you from Galilee too? Search and you 
will see that no prophet is to rise from 
Galilee." 

8 5 3 They went each to his own house, 
'but Jesus went to the Mount of 

Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came 
again to the temple; all the people came 
to him, and he sat down and taught 
them. 3The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught 
in adultery, and placing her in the 
midst 4 they said to him, "Teacher, this 
woman has been caught in the act of 
adultery. 5 Now in the law Moses com
manded us to stone-such. What do you 
say about her?" 6 This they said to test 
him, that they might have some charge 
to bring against him. Jesus bent down 
and wrote with his finger on the 
ground. 1 And as they continued to ask 
him, he stood up and said to them, "Let 
him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her." 'And 
once more he bent down and wrote with 
his finger on the ground. 9 But when 
they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the eldest, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him. ' 0 Jes us looked up 
and said to her, "Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?" 
''She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus 

said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, 
and do not sin again."' 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, say
ing, "I am the light of the world; he 
who follows me will not walk in dark
ness, but will have the light. of life." 
13 The Pharisees then said to him, "You 
are bearing witness to yourself; your 
testimony is not true." 14 Jesus an
swered, "Even if I do bear witness to 
myself, my testimony is true, for I know 
whence I have come and whither I am 

"Truth will make you free" 
going, but you do not know whence I 
come or whither I am going. 15 You 
judge according to the flesh, I judge no 
one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judg
ment is true, for it is not I alone that 
judge, but I and he' who sent me. 17 In 
your law it is written that the testimony 
of two men is true; 18 I bear witness to 
myself, and the Father who sent me 
bears witness to me." 19 They said to 
him therefore, "Where is your Father?" 
Jesus answered, "You know neither me 
nor my Father; if you knew me, you 
would know my Father also." 20 These 
words he spoke in the treasury, as he 
taught in the temple; but no one ar
rested him, because his hour had not 
yet come. 

21 Again he said to them, "I go away, 
and you will seek me and die in your 
sin; where I am going, you cannot 
come." 22 Then said the Jews, '·Will he 
kill himself, since he says, 'W'here I am 
going, you cannot come'?" 23 He said to 
them, "You are from below, I am from 
above; you are of this world, I am not 
of this world. 24 I told you that you 
would die in your sins, for you will die 
in your sins unless you believe that I 
am he." 25 They said to him, "Who are 
you?" Jesus said to them, "Even what I 
have told you from the beginning.' 26 I 
have much to say about you and much 
to judge; but he who sent me is true, 
and I declare to the world what I ha\'e 
heard from him." 27 They did not un
derstand that he spoke to them of the 
Father. 28 So Jesus said, "W'hen you 
have lifted up the Son of man, then you 
will know that I am he, and that I do 
nothing on my own authority but speak 
thus as the Father taught me. 2°And he 
who sent me is with me; he has not left 
me alone, for I always do what is pleas
ing to him." 30As he spoke thus, many 
believed in him. 

31 Jes us then said to the Jews who 
had believed in him, "If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
.l2 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free." ·'·1 They an
swered him, "We are descendants of 
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Abraham, and have never been in 
bondage to any one. How is it that you 
say, 'You will be made free'?" 

34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, 
truly, I say to you, every one who com
mits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave 
does not continue in the house for ever; 
the son continues for ever. 36 So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed .. n I know that you are descend
ants of Abraham; yet you seek to kill 
me, because my word finds no place in 
you. 3~ I speak of what I have seen with 
my Father, and you do what you have 
heard from your father." 

39 They answered him, "Abraham 
is our father .. " Jesus said to them, "If 
you were Abraham's children, you 
would do what Abraham did, 40 but now 
you seek to kill me, a man who has told 
you the truth which I heard from God; 
this is not what Abraham did. 41 You do 
what your father did." They said to 
him, "We were not born of fornication; 
we have one Father, even God." 
42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your 
Father, you would love me, for I pro
ceeded and came forth from God; I 
came not of my own accord, but he sent 
me. 4.\ Why do you not understand what 
I say? It is because you cannot bear to 
hear my word. 44 You are of your father 
the devil, and your will is to do your 
father's desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and has nothing to 
do with the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 
according to his own nature, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies. 45 But, be
cause I tell the truth, you do not believe 
me. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? 
If I tell the truth, why do you not be
lieve me? 47 He who is of God hears the 
words of God; the reason why you do 
not hear them is that you are not of 
God." 

48 The Jews answered him, "Are we 
not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?" 4lJ Jesus 
answered, "I have not a demon; but I 
honor my rather, and you dishonor me. 
so Yet I do not seek my own glory ;·there 
is One who seeks it and he will be the 
judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if 
any one keeps my word, he will never 

JOHN 9 
see death." 52 The Jews said to him, 
"Now we know that you have a demon. 
Abraham died, as did the prophets; and 
you say, 'If any one keeps my word, he 
will never taste death.' 53 Are you greater 
than our father Abraham, who died? 
And the prophets died! Who do you 
claim to be?" '4 Jesus answered, "If I 
glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it 
is my Father who glorifies me, of whom 
you say that he is your God. " But you 
have not known him; I know him. If I 
said, I do not know him, I should be a 
liar like you ; but l do know him and I 
keep his word. So Your father Abraham 
rejoiced that he was to see my day; he 
saw it and was glad." 57 The Jews then 
said to him, "You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have you seen Abraham?"" 
58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I 
say to you, before Ahraham was, I am." 
59 So they took up stones to throw at 
him ; but Jesus hid himself, and went 
out of the temple. 

9 As he passed by, he saw a man 
blind from his birth. 2And his disci

ples asked hi:n, "Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but 
that the works of God might be made 
manifest in him. 4 We must work the 
works of him who sent me, while it is 
day; night comes, when no one can 
work. SAs long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world." 6As he said 
this, he spat on the ground anJ made 
clay of the spittle and anointed the 
man's eyes with the clay, 7 saying to 
him, "Go, wash in the pool of Silo'am" 
(which means Sent). So he went and 
washed and came back seeing. ~ The 
neighbors and those who had ·seen him 
before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the 
man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some 
said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but 
he is like him." He said, "I am the 
man." 10 They said to him, "Then how 
were your eyes opened?" II He an
swered, "The man called Jesus made 
clay and anointed my eyes and said to 
me, 'Go to Silo' am and wash'; so I 
went and washed and received my 
sight." 12 They said to him, "Where is 
he?" He said, "I do not know." 
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13 They brought to the Pharisees the 

man who had formerly been blind. 
14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 
made the clay and opened his eyes. 
IS The Pharisees again asked him how 
he had received his sight. And he said 
to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see." 16 Some of the 
Pharisees said, "This man is not from 
God, for he does not keep the sabbath." 
But others said, "How can a man who is 
a sinner do such signs?" There was a 
division among them. 17 So they again 
said to the blind man, "What do you say 
about him, since he has opened your 
eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." 

18 The Jews did not believe that he 
had been blind and had received his 
sight, until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight, 
19 and asked them, "Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?" 20 His parents an
swered, "We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind; 21 but how 
he now sees we do not know, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 
is of age, he will speak for himself." 
22 Hi~ parents said this because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had al
ready agreed that if any one should con
fess him to be Christ, he was to be put 
out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his 
parents said, "He is of age, ask him." 

24 So for the second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and said 
to him, "Give God the praise; we know 
that this man is a sinner." 25 He an
swered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do 
not know; one thing I know, that 
though I was blind, now I see." 26 They 
said to him, "What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?" 27 He an
swered them, "I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you too want 
to become his disciples?" 2HAnd they 
reviled him, saying, "You are his disci
ple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29 We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from." 30 The 
man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! 
You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. JI We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but 

The good shepherd 
if any one is a worshiper of God and 
does his will, God listens to him. 
32 Never since the world began has it 
been heard that any one opened the 
eyes of a man born blind. JJ If this man 
were not from God, he could do noth
ing." .14 They answered him, "You 
were born in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?" And they cast him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out, and having found him he said, "Do 
you believe in the Son of man?"' Jo He 
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I 
may believe in him?" JJ Jesus said to 
him, "You have seen him, and it is he 
who speaks to you." JR He said, "Lord, 
I believe"; and he worshiped him. 
.\9 Jesus said, "For judgment I came 
into this world, that those who do not 
see may see, and that those who see may 
become blind." 40 Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard this, and they said to 
him, "Are we also blind?" 41 Jesus said 
to them, "If you were blind, you would 
have no guilt; but now that you say, 
'We see,' your guilt remains. 

lo "Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who does not enter the sheepfold 

by the door but climbs in by another 
way, that man is a thief and a robber; 
2 but he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. l To him the 
gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his 
voice, and he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. 4 When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. 'A stranger they 
will not follow, but they will flee from 
him, for they do not know the voice of 
6trangers." 6 This figure Jesus used 
with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 

7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, 
truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. RAH who came before me are 
thieves and robbers; but the sheep did 
not heed them. 9 I am the door; if any 
one enters by me, he will be saved, and 
will go in and out and find pasture. 
1 o The thief comes only ro steal and kill 
and destroy; I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly. 11 I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12 He who 
is a hireling and not a shepherd, whose 
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own the sheep 11re not, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees; 
and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13 He flees because he is a hireling 
and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am 
the good shepherd; I know my own and 
my own know me, 15 as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I 
have other sheep, that are not of this 
fold; I must bring them also, and they 
will heed my voice. So there shall be one 
flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life, that I may take it again. 18 No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again; 
this charge I have received from my 
Father." 

19 There was again a division among 
the Jews because of these words. 
20 Many of them said, "He has a demon, 
and he is mad; why listen to him?" 
21 Others said, "These are not the say
ings of one who has a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?" 

22 It was the feast of the Dedication 
at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jes us 
was walking in the temple, in the 
portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews 
gathered round him and said to him, 
"How long will you keep us in sus
pense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly." 25 Jesus answered them, "I 
told you, and you do not believe. The 
works that I do in my Father's name, 
they bear witness to me; 26 but you do 
not believe, because you do not belong 
to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me; 2H and I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish, and no one shall 
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My 
Father, who has given them to me,"· is 
greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father's hand. 
3o I and the Father arc one." 

31 The Jews took up stones again to 
stone him .. 12 Jesus answered them, "I 
have shown you many good works from 
the Father; for which of these do you 
stone me?" .I.I The Jews answered him, 

"It is not for a good work that we stone 
you but for blasphemy ; because you, 
being a man, make yourself God." 
34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not 

written in your law, 'I said, you are 
gods'? 35 If he called them gods to 
whom the word of God came (and 
scripture cannot be broken), 36 do 
you say of him whom the Father 
consecrated and sent into the world, 
'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 
'I am the Son of God'? .11 If I am not 
doing the works of my rather, then do 
not believe me; 3H but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe 
the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me and 
I am in the Father." 39Again they tried 
to arrest him, but he escaped from their 
hands. 

40 He went away again across the 
Jordan to the place where John at first 
baptized, and there he remained. 41And 
many came to him; and they said, 
"John did no sign, but everything that 
John said about this man was true." 
42And many believed in him there. 

11 Now a certain man was ill, 
Laz'arus of Bethany, the village 

of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was 
Mary who anointed the Lord with 
ointment and wiped his feet with her 
hair, whose brother Laz'arus was ill. 
3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, 
"Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4 But 
when Jesus heard it he said, "This ill
ness is not unto death; it is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified by means of it." 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Laz'arus. 6 So when he heard 
that he was ill, he stayed two days longer 
in the place where he was. 7 Then after 
this he said to the disciples, "Let us go 
into Judea again." H The disciples said 
to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were but now 
seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?" 9 Jesus answered, "Arc 
there not twelve hours in the day? If 
any one walks in the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees the light of this 
world. 10 But if any one walks in the 
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night, he stumbles, because the light is 
not in him." 11 Thus he spoke, and then 
he said to them, "Our friend Laz'arus 
has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him 
out of sleep." 12 The disciples said to 
him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will recover." 13 Now Jesus had spoken 
of his death, but they thought that he 
meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus 
told them plainly, "Laz'arus is dead; 
" and for your sake I am glad that I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But 
let us go to him." 16 Thomas, called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let 
us also go, that we may die with him." 

17 Now when Jesus came, he foWld 
that Laz'arus·r had already been in the 
tomb four days. Is Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles" off, I Y and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20 When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary sat in- the house. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22And even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God will 
give you." 2.\ Jesus said to her, "Your 
brother will rise again." 24 Martha said 
to him, "I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day." 
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrec
tion and the life;' he who believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
26 and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?" 
21 She said to him, "Yes, Lord; I be
lieve that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, he who is coming into the world." 

28 When she had said this, she went 
and called her sister Mary, saying 
quietly, "The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you." 29And when she heard 
it, she rose quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still in the place where 
Martha had met him .. ll When the Jews 
who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly 
and go out, they followed her, suppos
ing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32 Then Mary, when she 
came where Jesus was and saw him, fell 
at his feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you 

Lazarus raised from death 
had been here, my brother would not 
have died." 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved 
in spirit and troubled; 34 and he said, 
"Where have you laid him?" They 
said to him, "Lord, come and see." 
.i; Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, "See 
how he loved him!" 37 But some of 
them said, "Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?" 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, 
came to the tomb; it was a cave, and a 
stone lay upon it. 3'J Jesus said, "Take 
away the stone." Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, "Lord, by 
this time there will be an odor, for he 
has been dead four days." 40 Jesus said 
to her, "Did I not tell you that if you 
would believe you would see the glory 
of God?" 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, "Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me. 42 I knew that thou 
hearest me always, but I have said this 
on account of the people standing by, 
that they may believe that thou didst 
send me." 43 When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, "Laz'arus, come 
out." 44 The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with bandages, 
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, "Unbind him, and let 
him go." 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who 
had come with Mary and had seen what 
he did, believed in him; 46 but some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told 
them what Jesus had done. 47 So the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
the council, and said, "What are we to 
do? For this man performs many signs. 
4S If we let him go on thus, every one 
will believe in him, and the Romans will 
come and destroy both our holy place" 
and our nation." 4Y But one of them, 
Ca'iaphas, who was high priest that 
year, said to them, "You know nothing 
at all; 50 you do not understand that it is 
expedient for you that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole 
nation should not perish." 51 He did not 
say this of his own accord, but being 
high priest that year he prophesied that 

·'Greek he •1 Greek fiftco1 str.idir.J :: Other ancient authorities omit ,mJ the· bf~· 11 Greek our p/a(< 

:::~~ t'akn 5i~9z;1~t~~~?Ac:.1J1'1~t l~:ii!)n2~~~-s'~6; ~1;,19i' /~b 2ii'.2&: /n 6.47; 8.51. 11.27: Mt 16.16. 
11.32: Jn 11.22. 11.35: Lk 19.41. 11.37: Jn 9.7. 11.38: Mt 27.60; Mk 15.46; Lk 24.2; Jn 20.1. 
11.41: Jn 17.I; Mt 11.25. 11.42: Jn 1230. 11.44: Jn 19.40; 20.7. 11.49: Mt 26.3. 



Entry into Jerusalem 101 JOHN 12 
Jesus should die for the nation, 52 and had come to the feast heard that Jesus 
not for the nation only, but to gather was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they 
into one the children of God who are took branches of palm trees and went 
scattered abroad. SJ So from that day on out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! 
they took counsel how to put him to Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
death. the Lord, even the King of Israel!" 

54 Jesus therefore no longer went 14And Jesus found a young ass and sat 
about openly among the Jews, but went upon it; as it is written, 
from there to the country near the wil- 15 "Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
derness, to a town called E'phraim; and behold, your king is coming, 
there he stayed with the disciples. sitting on an ass's colt!" 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was 16 His disciples did not understand this 
at hand, and many went up from the at first; but when Jesus was glorified, 
country to Jerusalem before the Pass- then they remembered that this had 
over, to purify themselves. 56 They were been written of him and had been done 
looking for Jesus and saying to one an- to him. 17 The crowd that had been with 
other as they stood in the temple, him when he called Laz'arus out of the 
"What do you think? That he will not tomb and raised him from the dead bore 
come to the feast?" 57 Now the chief witness. 18 The reason why the crowd 
priests and the Pharisees had given went to meet him was that they heard he 
orders that if any one knew where he had done this sign. I 9 The Pharisees 
was, he should let them know, so that then said to one another, "You see that 
they might arrest him. you can do nothing; look, the world has 

12 Six days before the Passover, gone after him." 
Jesus came to Bethany, where 20 Now among those who went up to 

Laz'arus was, whom Jesus had raised worship at the feast were some Greeks. 
from the dead. 2 There they made him 21 So these came to Philip, who was 
a supper; Martha served, and Laz'arus from Beth-sa'ida in Galilee, and said to 
was one of those at table with him. him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 
.l Mary took a pound of costly ointment 22 Philip went and told Andrew; An
of pure nard and anointed the feet of drew went with Philip and they told 
Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, 
and the house was filled with the "The hour has come for the Son of man 
fragrance of the ointment. 4 But Judas to be gloritied. 24 Truly, truly, I say to 
Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
was to betray him), said, s "Why was the earth and dies, it remains alone; but 
this ointment not sold for three hundred if it dies,.it bears much fruit. 25 He who 
denarii'' and given to the poor?" 6 This loves his life loses it, and he who hates 
he said, not that he cared for the poor his life in this world will keep it for 
but because he was a thief, and as he eternal life. 26 If any one serves me, he 
had the money box he used to take what must follow me; and where I am, there 
was put into it. 7 Jesus said, "Let her shall my servant be also; if any one 
alone, let her keep it for the day of my serves me, the Father will honor him. 
burial. x The poor you always have with 27 "Now is my soul troubled. And 
you, but you do not always have me." what shall I say? 'Father, save me from 

9 When the great crowd of the· Jews this hour'? No, for this purpose I have 
learned that he was there, they came, come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify thy 
not only on account of Jesus but also to name." Then a voice came from 
see Laz'arus, whom he had raised from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will 
the dead. 1o So the chief priests planned glorify it again." 29 The crowd standing 
to put Laz'arus also to death, 11 because by heard it and said that it had thun
on account of him many of the Jews dered. Others said, "An angel has 
were going away and believing in Jesus. spoken to him." Jo Jesus answered, 

12 The next day a great crowd who "This voice has come for your sake, not 
6Thc denarius was a day's wage lor a laborer 
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JOHN 12 102 Washing of disciples' feet 
for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this spoken will be his judge on the last day. 
world, now shall the ruler of this world 49 For I have not spoken on my own au
be cast out; 32 and I, when I am lifted thority; the Father who sent me has 
up from the earth, will draw all men to himself given me commandment what 
myself." 3.I He said this to show by what to say and what to speak. 50And I know 
death he was to die. ·14 The crowd an- that his commandment is eternal life. 
swered him, "We have heard from the What I say, therefore, I say as the 
law that the Christ remains for ever. Father has bidden me." 
How can you say that the Son of man 

Now before the feast of the must be lifted up? Who is this Son of 13 
man?" .15 Jesus said to them, "The light Passover, when Jesus knew that 

his hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2And during supper, 
when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, 
to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going to God, 4 rose from 
supper, laid aside his garments, and 
girded himself with a towel. 5 Then he 
poured water into a basin, and began to 
wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel with which he was 
girded. 6 He came to Simon Peter; and 
Peter said to him, "Lord, do you wash 
my feet?" 7 Jesus answered him, "What 
I am doing you do not know now, but 
afterward you will understand." ' Peter 
said to him, "You shall never wash my 
feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do not 
wash you, you have no part in me." 
9 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "He who 
has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for his feet,,. but he is clean all 
over; and youx are clean, but not every 
one of you." 1 1 For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, "You 
are not all clean." 

is with you for a little longer. Walk 
while you have the light, lest the dark
ness overtake you; he who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he goes. 
Jo While you have the light, believe in 
the light, that you may become sons of 
light." 

When Jesus had said this, he de
parted and hid himself from them. 
.17 Though he had done so many signs 
before them, yet they did not believe in 
him; .IH it was that the word spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

"Lord, who has believed our report, 
and to whom has the arm of the Lord 

been revealed?" 
W Therefore they could not believe. 
For Isaiah again said, 
40 "He has blinded their eyes and 

hardened their heart, 
lest they should see with their eyes 

and perceive with their heart, 
and turn for me to heal them." 

41 Isaiah said this because he saw his 
glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless 
many even of the authorities believed in 
him, but for fear of the Pharisees they 
did not confess it, lest they should be 
put out of the synagogue: 43 for they 
loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. 

44 And Jes us cried out and said, "He 
who believes in me, believes not in me 
but in him who sent me. 45And he who 
sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have 
come as light into the world, that who
ever believes in me may not remain in 
darkness. 47 If any one hears my sayings 
and does not keep them, I do not judge 
him; for I did not come to judge the 
world but to save the world. 48 He who 
rejects me and does not receive my say
ings has a judge; the word that I have 

12 When he had washed their feet, 
and taken his garments, and resumed 
his place, he said to them, "Do you 
know what I have done to vou? I.\ You 
call me Teacher and Lord; and \"OU are 
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one an
other's feet. 15 For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say 
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Promise of the Counselor 103 JOHN 14 
to you, a servantd is not greater than his 
master; nor is he who is sent greater 
than he who sent him. 17 If you know 
these things, blessed are you if you do 
them. 18 I am not speaking of you all; I 
know whom I have chosen; it is that the 
scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who ate 
my bread has lifted his heel against me.' 
IQ I tell you this now, before it takes 
place, that when it does take place you 
may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who receives any 
one whom I send receives me; and he 
who receives me receives him who sent 
me." 

21 When Jesus had thus spoken, he 
was troubled in spirit, and testified, 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you 
will betray me." 22 The disciples looked 
at one another, uncertain of whom he 
spoke. 2.1 One of his disciples, whom 
Jes us loved, was lying close to the breast 
of Jes us; 24 so Simon Peter beckoned to 
him and said, "Tell us who it is of 
whom he speaks." 25 So lying thus, close 
to the breast of Jes us, he said to him, 
"Lord, who is it?" 26 Jesus answered, 
"It is he to whom I shall give this 
morsel when I have dipped it." So 
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave 
it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 
27 Then after the morsel, Satan entered 
into him. Jesus said to him, "What you 
are going to do, do quickly." 28 Now no 
one at the table knew why he said this 
to him. 29 Some thought that, because 
Judas had the money box, Jesus was 
telling him, "Buy what we need for the 
feast"; or, that he should give some
thing to the poor. .JO So, after receiving 
the morsel, he immediately went out; 
and it was night. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, 
"Now is the Son of man glorified, and 
in him God is glorified; .12 if God is 
glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself, and glorify him at once . 
. 1.1 Little children, yet a little while I am 
with you. You will seek me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
'Where I am going you cannot come.' 
.14A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I 

have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 35 By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another." 

36 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, 
where are you going?" Jesus answered, 
"Where I am going you cannot follow 
me now; but you shall follow after
ward.'' 37 Peter said to him, "Lord, 
why cannot I follow you now? I will lay 
down my life for you." 38 Jesus an
swered, "Will you lay down your life 
for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
cock will not crow, till you have denied 
me three times. 

14 "Let not your hearts be trou
bled; believe• in God, believe 

also in me. 2 In my Father's house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? ·'And when I go and pre
pare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. 4And you know the 
way where I am going.''f s Thomas said 
to him, "Lord, we do not know where 
you are going ; how can we know the 
way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father, but by me. 7 If you 
had known ~e, you would have known 
my Father also; henceforth you know 
him and have seen him." 

8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us 
the Father, and we shall be satisfied." 
9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with 
you so long, and yet you do not know 
me, Philip? He who has seen me has 
seen the Father; how can you say, 
'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own author
ity; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. II Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father in me; or 
else believe me for the sake of the works 
themselves. 

12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do, because I go to the 
Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my 
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JOHN 14 104 "Abide in me" 
name, I will do it, that the Father may Father has commanded me, so that the 
be glorified in the Son; 14 if you ask'' world may know that I love the Father. 
anything in my name, I will do it. Rise, let us go hence. 

15 "If you love me, you will keep my 15 "I am the true vine, and my 
commandments. 16And I will pray the Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
Father, and he will give you another branch of mine that bears no fruit, he 
Counselor, co be with you for ever, takes away, and every branch that does 
17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
world cannot receive, because it neither more fruit. 3 You are already made 
sees him nor knows him; you know clean by the word which I have spoken 
him, for he dwells with you, and will to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As 
be in you. the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 

18 "I will not leave you desolate; I W1less it abides in the vine, neither can 
will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 
and the world will see me no more, but the vine, you are the branches. He who 
you will see me; because I live, you will abides in me, and I in him, he it is that 
live also. 20 In that day you will know bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, can do nothing. 6 If a man does not 
and I in you. 21 He who has my com- abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch 
mandments and keeps them, he it is and withers; and the branches are gath
who loves me; and he who loves me will ered, thrown into the fire and burned. 
be loved by my Father, and I will love 7 If you abide in me, and mv words 
him and manifest myself to him." abide in you, ask whatever you will, and 
22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, it shall be done for you. ~ By this my 
"Lord, how is it that you will manifest Father is glorified, that you bear much 
yourself to us, and not to the world?" fruit, and so prove co be my disciples. 
2.1 Jesus answered him, "If a man loves 9As the Father has loved me, so have I 
me, he will keep my word, and my loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you 
Father will love him, and we will come keep my commandments, you will abide 
to him and make our home with him. in my love, just as I have kept my 
24 He who does not love me does not Father's commandments and abide in 
keep my words; and the word which his love. 11 These things I have spoken 
you hear is not mine but the Father's to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
who sent me. that your joy may be full. 

25 "These things I have spoken to 12 "This is my commandment, that 
you, while I am still with you. 26 But you love one another as I have loved 
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom you. 13 Greater love has no man than 
the Father will send in my name, he will this, that a man lay down his life for his 
teach you all things, and bring to your friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
remembrance all that I have said to what I command you. 15 No longer do I 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my call you servants," for the servant; does 
peace I give to you; not as the world not know what his master is doing; but 
gives do I give to you. Let not your I have called you friends, for all that I 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be have heard from my Father I have 
afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, 'I made known to you. 16 You did not 
go away, and I will come to you.' If you choose me, but I chose you and ap
loved me, you would have rejoiced, be- pointed you that you should go and bear 
cause I go to the Father; for the Father fruit and that your fruit should abide; 
is greater than I. 29And now I have told so that whatever you ask the Father in 
you before it takes place, so that when it my name, he may give it to you. I 7 This 
does take place, you may believe. 30 I I command you, to love one another. 
will no longer talk much with you, for 18 "If the world hates you, know that 
the ruler of this world is coming. He has it has hated me before it hated you. 
no power over me; 31 but I do as the 19 If you were of the world, the world 
'' Or slavt!s i Or slavl! 
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Spirit of truth 105 JOHN 16 
would love its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates 
you. 20 Remember the word that I said 
to you, 'A servant; is not greater than 
his master.' If they persecuted me, they 
will persecute you; if they kept my 
word, they will keep yours also. 21 But 
all this they will do to you on my ac
count, because they do not know him 
who sent me. 22 If I had not come and 
spoken to them, they would not have 
sin; but now they have no excuse for 
their sin. 2.1 He who hates me hates my 
Father also. 24 If I had not done among 
them the works which no one else did, 
they would not have sin; but now they 
have seen and hated both me and my 
Father. 25 It is to fulfil the word that is 
written in their law, 'They hated me 
without a cause.' 26 But when the 
Counselor comes, whom I shall send to 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 
will bear witness to me; 27 and you also 
are witnesses, because you have been 
with me from the beginning. 

16 "I have said all this to you to 
keep you from falling away. 

2 They will put you out of the syna
gogues; indeed, the hour is coming 
when whoever kills you will think he is 
offering service to God. 3And they will 
do chis because they have not known the 
Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these 
things to you, chat when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told 
you of them. 

"I did not say these things to you 
from the beginning, because I was with 
you. 5 But now I am going to him who 
sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
'Where are you going?' 6 But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your heans. 7 Nevertheless I 
cell you the truth: it is to your ad
vantage chat I go away, for if I do nor 
go away, the Counselor will not come to 
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convince• 
the world concerning sin and righteous
ness and judgment: •concerning sin, 
because they do nor believe in me; 
'

0 concerning righteousness, because I 
1Grcck a human being xor convict 

go to the Father, and you will see me no 
more; 1 1 concerning judgment, because 
the ruler of this world is judged. 

12 "I have yet many things to say to 
you, but you cannot beat them now. 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things that are 
to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he 
will take what is mine and declare it to 
you. 15All thac che Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will cake what is 
mine and declare it to you. 

16 "A little while, and you will see 
me no more; again a little while, and 
you will see me." 17 Some of his dis
ciples said to one another, "What is 
this that he says to us, 'A little while, 
and you will not see me, and again a 
little while, and you will see me'; and, 
'because I go to the Father'?" 18 They 
said, "What does he mean by 'a little 
while'? We do not know whac he 
means." 19 Jesus knew that they want
ed to ask him; so he said to them, "Is 
this what you are asking yourselves, 
what I meant by saying, 'A little while, 
and you will not see me, and again a 
little while, and you will sec me'? 
20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
weep and lament, but the world will 
rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a 
woman is in cravail she has sorrow, be
cause her hour has come; bur when she 
is delivered of the child, she no longer 
remembers the anguish, for joy that a 
childJ is born into the world. 22 So you 
have sorrow now, but I will see you 
again and your hearts will rejoice, and 
no one will take your joy from you. 23 In 
that day you will ask nothing of me. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask 
anything of the Father, he will give ic 
to you in my name. 24 Hitherto you have 
asked nothing in my name; ask, and you 
will receive, that your joy may be full. 

25 "I have said this to you in figures; 
the hour is coming when I shall no 
longer speak to you in figures but tell 
you plainly of the Father. 26 In that day 
you will ask in my name; and I do not 
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JOHN 16 106 
say to you that I shall pray the Father 
for you; 27 for the Father himself loves 
you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from the 
Father. 28 I came from the Father and 
have come into the world; again, I am 
leaving the world and going to the 
Father." 

29 His disciples said, "Ah, now you 
are speaking plainly, not in any figure! 
JO Now we know that you know all 
things, and need none to question you; 
by this we believe that you came from 
God." 31 Jesus answered them, "Do you 
now believe? .12 The hour is coming, in
deed it has come, when you will be 
scattered, every man to his home, and 
will leave me alone; yet I am not alone, 
for the Father is with me. 33 I have said 
this to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribula
tion; but be of good cheer, I have over
come the world." 

17 When Jesus had spoken these 
words, he lifted up his eyes to 

heaven and said, "Father, the hour has 
come; glorify thy Son that the Son may 
glorify thee, 2 since thou hast given him 
power over all flesh, to give eternal life 
to all whom thou hast given him. 3And 
this is eternal life, that they know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent. 4 I glorified thee 
on earth, having accomplished the work 
which thou gavest me to do; 5 and now, 
Father, glori~ thou me in thy own 
presence with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was made. 

6 "I have manifested thy name to the 
men whom thou gavest me out of the 
world; thine they were, and thou gavest 
them to me, and they have kept thy 
word. 7 Now they know that every
thing that thou hast given me is from 
thee; 8 for I have given them the words 
which thou gavest me, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I 
came from thee; and they have be
lieved that thou didst send me. 9 I am 
praying for them; I am not praying for 
the world but for those whom thou hast 
given me, for they are thine; IO all mine 
are thine, and thine are mine, and I am 
glorified in them. llAnd now I am no 
more in the world, but they are in the 

Jesus prays for the church 
world, and I am coming to thee. Holy 
Father, keep them in thy name, which 
thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one. 12 While I was 
with them, I kept them in thy name, 
which thou hast given me; I have 
guarded them, and none of them is lost 
but the son of perdition, that the scrip
ture might be fulfilled. LI But now I am 
coming to thee ; and these things I speak 
in the world, that they may have my 
joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have 
given them thy word; and the world has 
hated them because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. 
15 I do not pray that thou shouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldst keep them from the evil one.'" 
16 They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in 
the truth; thy word is truth. I 8As thou 
didst send me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. I9And for 
their sake I consecrate myself, that they 
also may be consecrated in truth. 

20 "I do not pray for these only, but 
also for those who believe in me through 
their word, 21 that they may all be one; 
even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me. 22 The glory which thou hast 
given me I have given to them, that they 
may be one even as we are one, 2J I in 
them and thou in me, that they may be
come perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me and 
hast loved them even as thou hast loved 
me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, may be with 
me where I am, to behold my glory 
which thou hast given me in thy love for 
me before the foundation of the world. 
25 0 righteous Father, the world has not 
known thee,.but I have known thee; and 
these know that thou hast sent me. 2o I 
made known to them thy name, and I 
will make it known, that the love with 
which thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them." 

18 When Jesus had spoken these 
words, he went forth with his 

disciples across the Kidron valley, 
where there was a garden, which he and 

k Or from evil 
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Jesus before Caiaphas 107 JOHN 18 
his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who Peter also was with them, standing and 
betrayed him, also knew the place; for wanning himself. 
Jes us often met there with his disciples. 19 The high priest then questioned 
3 So Judas, procuring a band of soldiers Jesus about his disciples and his 
and some officers from the chief priests teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, "I 
and the Pharisees, went there with Ian- have spoken openly to the world; I have 
terns and torches and weapons. 4 Then always taught in synagogues and in the 
Jesus, knowing all that was to befall temple, where all Jews come together; I 
him, came forward and said to them, have said nothing secretly. 21 Why do 
"Whom do you seek?" ' They an- you ask me? Ask those who have heard 
swered him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus me, what I said to them; they know 
said to them, "I am he." Judas, who what I said." 22 When he had said this, 
betrayed him, was standing with them. one of the officers standing by struck 
6 When he said to them, "I am he," Jesus with his hand, saying, "Is that 
they drew back and fell to the ground. how you answer the high priest?" 
?Again he asked them, "Whom do you 23 Jesus answered him, "If I have 
seek?" And they said, "Jesus of spoken wrongly, bear witness to the 
Nazareth." H Jesus answered, "I told wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, 
you that I am he; so, if you seek me, let why do you strike me?" 24Annas then 
these men go." 9 This was to fulfil the sent him bound to Ca'iaphas the high 
word which he had spoken, "Of those priest. 
whom thou gavest me I lost not one." 25 Now Simon Peter was standing 
10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, and wanning himself. They said to him, 
drew it and struck the high priest's slave "Are not you also one of his disciples?" 
and cut off his right ear. The slave's He denied it and said, "I am not." 
name was Maleh us. 11 Jes us said to 26 One of the servants' of the high 
Peter, "Put your sword into its sheath; priest, a kinsman of the man whose ear 
shall I not drink the cup which the Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see 
Father has given me?" you in the garden with him?" 27 Peter 

12 So the band of soldiers and their again denied it; and at once the cock 
captain and the officers of the Jews crowed. 
seized Jesus and bound him. 13 First 28 Then they led Jesus from the 
they led him to Annas; for he was the house of Ca'iaphas to the praetorium. 
father-in-law of Ca'iaphas, who was It was early. They themselves did not 
high priest that year. 14 It was ca:iaphas enter the praetorium, so that they 
who had given counsel to the Jews that might not be defiled, but might cat the 
it was expedient that one man should passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them 
die for the people. and said, "What accusation do you 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so bring against this man?" .10 They an
did another disciple. As this disciple swered him, "If this man were not an 
was known to the high priest, he entered evildoer, we would not have handed 
the coun of the high priest along with him over." .11 Pilate said to them, 
Jesus, 16 while Peter stood outside at the "Take him yourselves and judge him by 
door. So the other disciple, who was your own law." The Jews said to him, 
known to the high priest, went out and "It is not lawful for us to put any man 
spoke to the maid who kept the door, to death." 32 This was to fulfil the 
and brought Peter in. 17 The maid who word which Jes us had spoken to show 
kept the door said to Peter, "Are not by what death he was to die. 
you also one of this man's disciples?" 33 Pilate entered the praetorium 
He said, "I am not." IH Now the serv- again and called Jesus, and said to him, 
ants1 and officers had made a charcoal "Are you the King of the Jews?" 
fire, because it was cold, and they were .14 Jesus answered, "Do you say this of 
standing and wanning themselves; your own accord, or did others say it to 
1 Or Ihn°t'' 
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JOHN 18 108 The crucifixion 
swered him, "You would have no 
power over me unless it had been given 
you from above; therefore he who de
livered me to you has che greater sin." 

you about me?" .15 Pilate answered, 
"Am I a Jew) Your own nation and che 
chief priests have handed you over to 
me; what have you done?" -1" Jesus 
answered, "My kingship is noc of chis 
world; if my kingship were of chis 
world, my servants would fight, char I 
might noc be handed over co che Jews; 
buc my kingship is not from che world." 
.17 Pilate said to him, "So you are a 
king?" Jesus answered, "You say char 
I am a king. For chis I was born, and for 
chis I have come into che world, to bear 
witness to the cruch. Every one who is of 
che cruch hears my voice." .lH Pilate said 
to him, "Whac is cruch?" 

After he had said this, he went out to 
the Jews again, and cold them, "I find 
no crime in him. J9 But you have a cus
tom char I should release one man for 
you ac che Passover; will you have me 
release for you the King of the Jews?" 
~o They cried ouc again, "Not chis man, 
buc Barab'bas !" Now Barab'bas was a 
robber. 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and 
scourged him. 2And che soldiers 

plaited a crown of thorns, and puc ic on 
his head, and arrayed him in a purple 
robe; -1 they came up to him, saying, 
"Hail, King of the Jews!" and struck 
him wich their hands. 4 Pilate went ouc 
again, and said to chem, "See, I am 
bringing him ouc to you, that you may 
know that I find no crime in him." 
5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 
said to chem, "Behold che man!" 
6 When the chief priests and che officers 
saw him, chey cried out, "Crucify him, 
crucify him!" Pilate said to them, 
"Take him yourselves and crucify him, 
for I find no crime in him." 7 The Jews 
answered him, "We have a law, and by 
that law he ought to die, because he has 
made himself the Son of God." 8 When 
Pilate heard these words, he was the 
more afraid; 9 he entered che praetor
ium again and said to Jesus, "Where arc 
you from?" But Jes us gave no answer. 
10 Pilate therefore said co him, "You 
will not speak to me? Do you noc know 
that I have power to release you, and 
power to crucify you?" 11 Jes us an-

12 Upon chis Pilate sought to release 
him, buc .the Jews cried ouc, "If you 
release chis man, you are not Caesar's 
friend; every one who makes himself a 
king secs himself against Caesar." 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out and sac down on che 
judgment sear ac a place called The 
Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gab'batha. 
14 Now ic was che day of Preparation of 
the Passover; ic was about che sixth 
hour. He said to che Jews, "Behold your 
King!" 15 They cried out, "Away with 
him, away with him, crucify him!" 
Pilate said to chem, "Shall I crucify 
your King?" The chief priests an
swered, "We have no king buc Caesar." 
16 Then he handed him over to them to 
be crucified. 

17 So they took Jes us, and he went 
out, bearing his own cross, to the place 
called che place of a skull, which is 
called in Hebrew Gol"gotha. 18 There 
they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, and Jesus 
between them. 19 Pilate also wrote a 
title and put it on the cross; it read, 
"Jesus of Nazareth, che King of the 
Jews." 20 Many of the Jews read this 
title, for the place where Jes us was 
crucified was near the city; and it was 
wrinen in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews 
then said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The 
King of che Jews,' but, 'This man said, 
I am King of che Jews.' " 22 Pilate an
swered, "Whac I have wrinen I have 
written." 

23 When che soldiers had crucified 
Jesus they took his garments and made 
four pares, one for each soldier; also his 
runic. But the tunic was without seam, 
woven 'from cop co bonom; 24 so chey 
said to one another, "Let us not rear 
ic, but case lots for it to see whose it 
shall be.'' This was co fulfil che scrip
ture, 

"They parred my garments among 
them, 

and for my clothing they case lots.'' 
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Jesus appears to Mary 109 JOHN 20 
25 So the soldiers did this. But 

standing by the cross of Jesus were his 
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag' -
Jaknc. 2<i When Jesus saw his mother, 
and the disciple whom he loveJ stand
ing near, he said to his mother, "Wom
an, behold, your son!" 27 Then he 
said to the disciple, "Behold, your 
mother I" And from that hour the dis
ciple took her to his own home. 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all 
was now finished, said (to fulfil the 
scripture), "I thirst." 2<JA bowl full of 
vinegar stood there; so they put a 
sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop and 
held it to his mouth .. HJ When Jesus had 
received the vinegar, he said, "It is 
finished"; and he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 

31 Since it was the day of Prepara
tion, in order to prevent the bodies 
from remaining on the cross on the 
sabbath (for that sabbath was a high 
day), the Jews asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken, and that they 
might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers 
came and broke the legs of the first, and 
of the other who had been crucified 
with him; .H but when they came to 
Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs .. \4 But one 
of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once there came out blood 
and water. .\5 He who saw it has borne 
witness-his testimony is true, and he 
know> that he tells the truth-that you 
also may believe. -1" For these things 
took place that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, "Not a bone of him shall be 
broken." -17And again another scripture 
says, "They shall look on him whom 
they have pierced." 

18 After this Joseph of Arimathe'a, 
who was a disciple of Jesus, but se
cretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate 
that he might take away the body of 
Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he 
came and took away his body .. 19 Nico
de'mus also, who had at first come to 
him by night, came bringing a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes about a hundred 
pounds' weight. 411 They took the body 

of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths 
with the spices, as is the burial custom 
of the Jews. 41 Now in the' place where 
he was crucified there was a garden, and 
in the garden a new tomb where no one 
had ever been laid. 42 So because of the 
Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb 
was close at hand, they laid Jes us there. 

20 Now on the first day of the 
week Mary Mag' dalene came to 

the tomb early, while it was still dark, 
and saw that the stone had been taken 
away from the tomb. 2 So she ran, and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disci
ple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, "They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him." 
3 Peter then came out with the other 
disciple, and they went toward the 
tomb. 4 They both ran, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first; s and stooping to look in, he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb; 
he saw the linen cloths lying, 7 and the 
napkin, which had been on his head, not 
lying with the linen cloths but rolled up 
in a place by itself. H Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9 for as yet they did not know the scrip
ture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10 Then the disciples went back to their 
homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside 
the tomb, and as she wept she stooped 
to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw 
two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had lain, one at the head 
and one at the feet. I.\ They said to her, 
"Woman, why are you weeping?" She 
said to them, "Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him." 14 Saying 
this, she turned round and saw Jesus 
standing, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom do you 
seek?" Supposing him to be the gar
dener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you 
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JOHN 20 110 Jesus appears to disciples 
have laid him, and I will take him not written in this book; .11 but these are 
away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." written that you may believe that Jesus 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
"Rab-bo'ni !" (which means Teacher). believing you may have life in his 
17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold me, name. 
for I have not yet ascended to the 21 After this Jesus revealed himself 
Father; but go to my brethren and say again to the disciples by the Sea 
to them, I am ascending to my Father of Tibe'ri-as; and he revealed himself 
and your Father, to my God and your in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas 
God." 18 Mary Mag'dalene went and called the Twin, Nathan' a-el of Cana in 
said to the disciples, "I have seen the Galilee, the sons of Zeb'edee, and two 
Lord"; and she told them that he had others of his disciples were together. 
said these things to her. ·1 Simon Peter said to them, "I am 

19 On the evening of that day, the going fishing." They said to him, "We 
first day of the week, the doors being will go with you." They went out and 
shut where the disciples were, for fear got into the boat; but that night they 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood caught nothing. 
among them and said to them, "Peace 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus 
be with you." 20 When he had said this, stood on the beach; yet the disciples did 
he showed them his hands and his side. not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesw, said 
Then the disciples were glad when they to them, "Children, have you any fish?" 
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them They answered him, "No." 6 He said to 
again, "Peace be with you. As the them, "Cast the net on the right side of 
Father has sent me, even so I send you." the boat, and you will find some." So 
22And when he had said this, he they cast it, and now they were not able 
breathed on them, and said to them, to haul it in, for the quantity of fish. 
"Recei\•e the Holy Spirit. 2.1 If you 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said 
forgive the sins of any, they are for- to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon 
given; if you retain the sins of any, they Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
are retained." on his clothes, for he was stripped for 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, work, and sprang into the sea. x But the 
called the Twin, was not with them other disciples came in the boat, drag
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disci- ging the net full of fish, for they were 
pies told him, "We have seen the not far from the land, but about a hun
Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I dred yards"' off. 
see in his hands the print of the nails, 9 When they got out on land, they 
and place my finger in the mark of the saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying 
nails, and place my hand in his side, I on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, 
will not believe." "Bring some of the fish that you have 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were just caught." I I So Simon Peter went 
again in the house, and Thomas was aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
with them. The doors were shut, but large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of 
Jesus came and stood among them, and them; and although there were so many, 
said, "Peace be with you." 27 Then he the net was not torn. I~ Jesus said to 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, them, "Come and have breakfast." 
and see my hands; and put out your Now none of the disciples dared ask 
hand, and place it in my side; do not be him, "Who are you?" They knew it was 
faithless, but believing." 28 Thomas an- the Lord. J.\ Jesus came and took the 
swered him, "My Lord and my God!" bread and gave it to them, and so with 
29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed the fish. 14 This was now the third 
because you have seen me? Blessed are time that Jes us was re\·ealed to the 
those who have not seen and yet be- disciples after he was raised from the 
lieve." dead. 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in 15 When they had finished breakfast, 
the presence of the disciples, which are Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son 
111 Greek two h1111dn·d c11bir5 
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"Follow me" 111 JOHN 21 
of John, do you love me more than 
these'" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you." He said to him, 
"Feed my lambs." 16A second time he 
said to him, "Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you." He 
said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17 He 
said to him the third time, "Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?" Peter was 
grieved because he said to him the third 
time, "Do you love me?" And he said to 
him, "Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you." Jes us said to 
him, "Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, when you were young, you 
girded yourself and walked where you 
would; but when you are old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and another will 
gird you and carry you where you do 
not wish to go." 19 (This he said to show 
by what death he was to glorify God.) 
And after this he said to him, "Follow 
me." 

21.IS: Jn 1.42; ll.37; Mk 14.29-31; Lk 12.32. 
21.16: Ml 2.6; Acts 20.28; I Pet 5.2; Rev 7.17. 
21.19: 2 Pet 1.14; Mk 1.17. 21.20: Jn 13.25. 
21.22: I Cor 4.5; Jes 5.7; Rev 2.25; Mt 16.28. 
21.24: Jn 15.27; 19.35. 21.25: Jn 20.30. 

20 Peter turned and saw following 
them the disciple whom Jesus loved, 
who had lain close to his breast at the 
supper and had said, "Lord, who is it 
that is going to betray you?" 21 When 
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, 
what about this man?" 22 Jesus said to 
him, "If it is my will that he remain un
til I come, what is that to you? Follow 
me!" 2J The saying spread abroad 
among the brethren that this disciple 
was not to die; yet Jes us did not say to 
him that he was not to die, but, "If it is 
my will that he remain until I come, 
what is that to you?" 

24 This is the disciple who is bearing 
witness to these things, and who has 
written these things; and we know that 
his testimony is true. 

25 But there are also many other 
things which Jes us did; were every one 
of them to be written, I suppose that the 
world itself could not contain the books 
that would be written. 



THE 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

1 In the first book, 0 The-oph'ilus, prayer, together with the women and 
I have dealt with all that Jesus Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

began to do and teach, 2 until the day brothers. 
when he was taken up, after he had 15 In those days Peter stood up 
given commandment through the Holy among the brethren (the company of 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had persons was in all about a hundred and 
chosen. 3 To them he presented him- twenty), and said, 16 "Brethren, the 
self alive after his passion by many scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
proofs, appearing to them during forty Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
days, and speaking of the kingdom of mouth of David, concerning Judas who 
God. 4And while staying" with them he was guide to those who arrested Jesus. 
charged them not to depart from Jeru- 17 For he was numbered among us, and 
salem, but to wait for the promise of the was allotted his share in this ministry. 
Father, which, he said, "you heard from 18 (Now this man bought a field with 
me, 5 for John baptized with water, but the reward of his wickedness; and fall
before many days you shall be baptized ing headlong" he burst open in the 
with the Holy Spirit." middle and all his bowels gushed out. 

6 So when they had come together, 19And it became known to all the 
they asked him, "Lord, will you at this inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?" field was called in their language Akel'-
7 He said to them, "It is not for you to dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 For it 
know times or seasons which the Father is written in the book of Psalms, 
has fixed by his own authority. 8 But 'Let his habitation become desolate, 
you shall receive power when the Holy and let there be no one to live in it'; 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall and 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 'His office let another take.' 
Judea and Samar'ia and to the end of 21 So one of the men who have accom
the earth." YAnd when he had said this, panied us during all the time that the 
as they were looking on, he was lifted Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
up, and a cloud took him out of their 22 beginning from the baptism of John 
sight. IOAnd while they were gazing until the day when he was taken up 
into heaven as he went, behold, two from us---one of these men must be
men stood by them in white robes, come with us a witness to his resurrec-
11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do tion." 23And they put forward two, 
you stand looking into heaven? This Joseph called Barsabbas, who was sur
Jesus, who was taken up from you into named Justus, and Matthi'as. 2~And 
heaven, will come in the same way as they prayed and said, "Lord, who 
you saw him go into heaven." knowest the heans of all men, show 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem which one of these two thou hast 
from the mount called Olivet, which is chosen 25 to take the place in this 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey ministry and apostleship from which 
away; 13 and when they had entered, Judas turned aside, to go to his own 
they went up to the upper room, where place." 26And they cast lots for them, 
they were staying, Peter and John and and the lot fell on Matthi'as; and he 
James and Andrew, Philip and Thoma~enrolled with the eleven apostles. 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the When the day of Pentecost had 
son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot_ j come, they were all together in 
and Judas the son of James. 14All these\ one place. 2And suddenly a sound came 
with one accord devoted themselves to from heaven like the rush of a mighty 

a Or eating 1' Or swelling up 
I.I: Lk 1.1-4. 1.4: Lk 24.49. 1.8: Lk 24.48-49. 1.9-12: Lk 24.50-53. 
1.13: Mt I0.2-4; Mk 3.16-19; Lk 6.14-16. 1.16-19: Mt 27.3-IO. 1.20: Ps 69.25; !09.B. 



Peter's address 113 ACTS 2 
wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. 3And there appeared 
to them tongues as of fire, distributed 
and resting on each one of them. 4And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jeru
salem Jews, devout men from every 
nation under heaven. 6And at this sound 
the multitude came together, and they 
were bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in his own lan
guage. 7And they were amazed and 
wondered, saying, "Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? BAnd how 
is it that we hear, each of us in his own 
native language? 9 Par'thians and Medes 
and Elamites and residents of Meso
pora'mia, Judea and Cappado'cia, Pon
tus and Asia, 10 Phryg'ia and Pamphyl' -
ia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyre'ne, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11 Cretans and Arabians, we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty 
works of God." 12And all were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to, one:: _1,1nother, 
"What does this mean?"! 13 But others 
m"OCKing said, "They are filled with 
new wine.'' 

14 But Peter, standing with the 
eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed 
them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and give ear to my words. IS For these 
men are not drunk, as you suppose, 
since it is only the third hour of the 
day; 16 but this is what was spoken by 
the prophet Jo'el: 
17 'And in the last days it shall be, God 

declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon 

all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams; 

I H yea, and on my menservants and my 
maidservants in those days 

1 will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show wonders in the 
heaven above 

and signs on the earth beneath, 
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 

20 the sun shall be turned into darkness 
and the moon into blood, 

before the day of the Lord comes, 
the great and manifest day. 

21 And it shall be that whoever calls 
on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.' 

22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you 
by God with mighty works and wonders 
and signs which God did through him 
in your midst, as you yourselves know-
23 this Jes us, delivered up according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. 24 But God raised 
him up, having loosed the pangs of 
death, because it was not possible for 
him to be held by it. 25 For David says 
concerning him, 

'I saw the Lord always before me, 
for he is at my right hand that I may 

not be shaken; 
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my 

tongue rejoiced ; 
moreover my flesh will dwell in hope. 

27 For thou wilt not abandon my soul 
to Hades, 

nor let thy Holy One see corruption. 
28 Thou hast made known to me the 

ways of life; 
thou wilt make me full of gladness 

with thy presence.' 
29 "Brethren, I may say to you con

fidently of the patriarch David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb 
is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore 
a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he 
would set one of his descendants upon 
his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke of 
the resurrection of the Christ, that he 
was not abandoned to Hades, nor did 
his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus 
God raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at 
the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 
this which you see and hear. 34 For 
David did not ascend into the heavens; 
but he himself says, 

'The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my 
right hand, 

35 till I make thy enemies a stool for 
thy feet.' 

Jo Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know assuredly that God has made him 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 

2.17-21: Joel 2.28-12. 2.25-28: l's lb.8-11. 2.30: l's I 12.1 I. 2.31: l's 16.10. 2.34-35: l's 110. I. 



ACTS 2 114 Boldness of Peter and John 
37 Now when they heard this they them, walking and leaping and praising 

were cut to the heart, and said to Peter God. 9And all the people saw him 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, walking and praising God, io and rec
what shall we do?" 38And Peter said to ognized him as the one who sat for 
them, "Repent, and be baptized every alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ and they were filled with wonder and 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and amazement at what had happened to 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy him. 
Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and 11 While he clung to Peter and John, 
to your children and to all that are far all the people ran together to them -in 
off, every one whom the Lord our God the portico called Solomon's, as
calls to him." 40And he testified with rounded. 12And when Peter saw it he 
many other words and exhorted them, addressed the people, "Men of Israel, 
saying, "Save yourselves from this why do you wonder at this, or why do 
crooked generation." 41 So those who you stare at us, as though by our own 
received his word were baptized, and power or piety we had made him walk? 
there were added that day about three 13 The God of Abraham and of Isaac 
thousand souls. 42And they devoted and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and glorified his servant< Jesus, whom you 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and delivered up and denied in the presence 
the prayers. of Pilate, when he had decided to 

43 And fear came upon every soul; release him. 14 But you denied the Holy 
and many wonders and signs were done and Righteous One, and asked for a 
through the apostles. 44And all who murderer to be granted to you, 15 and 
believed were together and had all killed the Author of life, whom God 
things in common; 45 and they sold raised from the dead. To this we are 
their possessions and goods and dis- witnesses. 16And his name, by faith in 
tributed them to all, as any had need. his name, has made this man strong 
46And day by day, anending the temple whom you see and know; and the faith 
together and breaking bread in their which is through Jesusd has given the 
homes, they partook of food with glad man this perfect health in the presence 
and generous hearts, 47 praising God of you all. 
and having favor with all the people. 17 "And now, brethren, I know that 
And the Lord added to their number you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
day by day those who were being saved. rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the 

3 Now Peter and John were going mouth of all the prophets, that his 
up to the temple at the hour of Christ should suffer, he thus fulfilled. 

prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a man 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, 
lame from birth was being carried, that your sins may be blotted out, that 
whom they laid daily at that gate of the times of refreshing may come from the 
temple which is called Beautiful to ask presence of the Lord, 20 and that he 
alms of those who entered the temple. may send the Christ appointed for you, 
3 Seeing Peter and John about to go Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive 
into the temple, he asked for alms. until the time for establishing all that 
4And Peter directed his gaze at him, God spoke by the mouth of his holy 
with John, and said, "Look at us." prophets from of old. 22 Moses said, 
SAnd he fixed his attention upon them, 'The Lord God will raise up for you a 
expecting to receive something from prophet from your brethren as he 
them. 6 But Peter said, "I have no raised me up. You shall listen to him 
silver and gold, but I give you what in whatever he tell.> you. 23And it shall 
I have; in the name of Jesus Christ of be that every soul that does not listen 
Nazareth, walk." 7 And he took him by to that prophet shall be destroyed from 
the right hand and raised him up; and the people.' 24And all the prophets who 
immediately his feet and ankles were have spoken, from Samuel and those 
made strong. BAnd leaping up he stood who came afterwards, also proclaimed 
and walked and entered the temple with these days. 25 You are the sons of the 
,. Or child d Greek h1-m 
2.39: Is 57.19; Joel 2.32. 2.44-45: Acts 4.32-35. 3.I3: Ex 36; Is 52.13. 3.22: Deul 18.15-16. 
3.23: Deut 18.19; Lev 23.29. 3.25: Gen 22.18. 
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prophets and of the covenant which with these men? For that a notable sign 
God gave to your fathers, saying to has been performed through them is 
Abraham, 'And in your posterity shall manifest to all the inhabitants of Jeru
all the families of the earth be blessed.' salcm, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in 
co GoJ, having raised up his servant," order that it may spread no further 
sent him to you first, to bless you in among the people, let us warn them to 
turning every one of you from your speak no more to any one in this 
wickedness." name." Ix So they called them and 

4 And as they were speaking to the charged them not to speak or teach at 
people, the priests and the captain all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter 

of the temple and the Sad'ducees came and John answered them, "Whether it 
upon them, ' annoyed because they is right in the sight of God to listen to 
were teaching the people and proclaim- you rather than to God, you must 
ing in Jesus the resurrection from the judge; 2o for we cannot but speak of 
dead. 'And they arrested them and put what we have seen and heard." 2IAnd 
them in custody until the morrow, for when they had further threatened them, 
it was already evening. 4 But many of they let them go, finding no way to 
those who heard the word believed; punish them, because of the people; 
and the number of the men came to for all men praised God for what had 
about five thousand. happened. 22 For the man on whom 

5 On the morrow their rulers and this sign of healing was performed was 
elders and scribes were gathered to- more than forty years old. 
gether in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the 23 When they were released they 
high priest and Ca'iaphas and John and went to their friends and reported what 
Alexander, and all who were of the the chief priests and the elders had said 
high-priestly family. 7And when they to them. 24And when they heard it, they 
had set them in the midst, they in- lifted their voices together to God and 
quired, "By what power or by what said, "Sovereign Lord, who didst make 
name did you do this?" B Then Peter, the heaven and the earth and the sea 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to and everything in them, 25 who by the 
them, "Rulers of the people and elders, mouth of our father David, thy serv
<J if we arc being examined today con- ant,' didst say by the Holy Spirit, 
cerning a good deed done to a cripple, 'Why did the Gentiles rage, 
by what means this man has been and the peoples imagine vain things? 
healed, IO be it known to you all, and 26 The kings of the earth set themselves 
to all the people of Israel, that by the in array, 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom and the rulers were gathered together, 
you crucified, whom God raised from against the Lord and against his 
the dead, by him this man is standing Anointed'-• 
before you well. 11 This is the stone 27 for truly in this city there were gath
which was rejected by you builders, but ered together against thy holy servant' 
which has become the head of the Jesus, whom thou didst anoint, both 
corner. I2And there is salvation in no Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
one else, for there is no other name Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 co 
under heaven given among men by do whatever thy hand and thy plan had 
which we must be saved." predestined to take place. 29And now, 

11 Now when they saw the boldness Lord, look upon their threats, and grant 
of Peter and John, and perceived that to thy servantsf to speak thy word with 
they were uneducated, common men, all boldness, .10 while thou stretchest out 
they wondered; and they recognized thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders 
that they had been with Jesus. 14 But are performed through the name of thy 
seeing the man that had been healed holy servant' Jesus." 31And when they 
standing beside them, they had nothing had prayed, the place in which they 
to say in opposition. 15 But when they were gathered together was shaken; and 
had commanded them to go aside out they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
of the council, they conferred with one and spoke the word of God with 
another, 16 saying, "What shall we do boldness. 
c Or 1..-hlld ,. Or Chr·isl I Or slaves 
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12 Now the company of those who 

believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one said that any of the things which 
he possessed was his own, but they had 
everything in common. ''And with 
great power the apostles gave their 
testimonv to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jes us, and great grace was upon 
them all .. \.l There was not a needy per
son among them, for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold _\; and laid it at the apostles' feet; 
and distribution was made to each as 
any had need .. \ti Thus Joseph who was 
surnamed by the apostles Barnabas 
(which means, Son of encouragement), 
a Levite, a native of Cyprus, -17 sold a 
field which belonged to him, and 
brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles' feet. 

5 But a man named Anani'as with 
his wife Sapphi'ra sold a piece of 

property, 2 and with his wife's knowl
edge he kept back some of the pro
ceeds, and brought only a part and 
laid it at the apostles' feet. J But 
Peter said, "Anani'as, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and to keep back part of the 
proceeds of che land? 4 While it re
mained unsold, did it not remain your 
own? And after it was sold, was it not 
at your disposal? How is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart? You 
have not lied to men but to God." 
5 When Anani'as heard these words, he 
fell down and died. And great fear came 
upon all who heard of it. 6 The young 
men rose and wrapped him up and 
carried him out and buried him. 

7 After an interval of about three 
hours his wife came in, not knowing 
what had happened. XAnd Peter said to 
her, "Tell me whether you sold the land 
for so much." And she said, "Yes, for 
so much."'' But Peter said to her, "How 
is it that you have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Hark, the 
feet of those that have buried your 
husband are at the door, and they will 
carry you out." 10 Immediately she fell 
down at his feet and died. When the 
young men came in they found her 
dead, and they carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband. IIAnd 
great fear came upon the whole church, 
and upon all who heard of these things. 
4.32-35: Acts 2.44-45. 

12 Now many signs and wonders 
were done among the people by the 
hands of the apostles. And thev were all 
together in Solomon's Portico·. 1' None 
of the rest dared join them, but the 
people held them in high honor. 1-IAnd 
more than ever believers were added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women, i; so that they even carried out 
the sick into the streets, and laid them 
on beds and pallets, that as Peter came 
by at least his shadow mighc fall on 
some of them. 16 The people also gath
ered from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing the sick and those afflicted with 
unclean spirits, and they were all 
healed. 

17 But the high priest rose up and all 
who were with him, that is, the party 
of the Sad' ducees, and filled with 
jealousy IX they arrested the aposcles 
and put them in the common prison. 
I'> But at night an angel of the Lord 
opened the prison doors and brought 
chem out and said, 20 "Go and stand in 
the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life." 2IAnd when 
they heard this, they entered the 
temple at daybreak and taught. 

Now the high priest came and those 
who were with him and called together 
che council and all the senate of Israel, 
and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 22 But when the officers came, 
they did not find them in the prison, 
and they returned and reported, 
2.\ "We found the prison securely locked 
and the sentries standing at the doors, 
but when we opened it we found no one 
inside." 24 Now when the captain of the 
temple and the chief priests heard these 
words, they were much perplexed about 
them, wondering what this would come 
to. 25And some one came and told them, 
"The men whom you put in prison are 
standing in the temple and teaching the 
people." 26 Then the captain with the 
officers went and brought them, but 
without violence, for they were afraid 
of being stoned by the people. 

27 And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council. And 
the high priest questioned them, 28 say
ing, "We strictly charged you not to 
teach in this name, yet here you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and 
you intend to bring this man's blood 
upon us." 29 But Peter and the apostles 
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answered, "We must obey God rather appoint to this duty. 4 But we will 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
raised Jesus whom you killed by hang- ministry of the word." SAnd what they 
ing him on a tree. 31 God exalted him said pleased the whole multitude, and 
at his right hand as Leader and Savior, they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
to give repentance to Israel and forgive- and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
ness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to Proch'orus, and Nica'nor, and Timon, 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit and Par'menas, and Nicola'us, a prose
whom God has given to those who obey lyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before 
him." the apostles, and they prayed and laid 

33 When they heard this they were their hands upon them. 
enraged and wanted to kill them .. \4 But 7 And the word of God increased; 
a Pharisee in the council named Gama' - and the number of the disciples mul
liel, a teacher of the law, held in honor tiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
by all the people, stood up and ordered many of the priests were obedient to 
the men to be put outside for a while. the faith. 
35And he said to them, "Men of Israel, 8 And Stephen, full of grace and 
take care what you do with these men. power, did great wonders and signs 
36 For before these days Theu'das arose, among the people. 9 Then some of 
giving himself out to be somebody, and those who belonged to the synagogue 
a number of men, about four hundred, of the Freedmen (as it was called), and 
joined him; but he was slain and all of the Cyre'nians, and of the Alexan
who followed him were dispersed and drians, and of those from Cili'cia and 
came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Asia, arose and disputed with Stephen. 
Galilean arose in the days of the census 10 But they could not withstand the 
and drew away some of the people after wisdom and the Spirit with which he 
him; he also perished, and all who fol- spoke. 11 Then they secretly instigated 
lowed him were scattered. 38 So in the men, who said, "We have heard him 
present case I tell you, keep away from speak blasphemous words against Moses 
these men and let them alone; for if and God." 12And they stirred up the 
this plan or this undertaking is of men, people and the elders and the scribes, 
it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will and they came upon him and seized 
not be able to overthrow them. You him and brought him before the council, 
might even be found opposing God 1" 13 and set up false witnesses who said, 

40 So they took his advice, and when "This man never ceases to speak words 
they had called in the apostles, they beat against this holy place and the law; 
them and charged them not to speak in 14 for we have heard him say that this 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this 
41 Then they left the presence of the place, and will change the customs 
council, rejoicing that they were counted which Moses delivered to us." IS And 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. gazing at him, all who sat in the council 
42And every day in the temple and at saw that his face was like the face of an 
home they did not cease teaching and angel. 
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 7 And the high priest said, "Is this 

so?" 2And Stephen said: 

6 Now in these days when the dis
ciples were increasing in number, 

the Hellenists murmured against the 
Hebrews because their widows were 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2And 
the twelve summoned the body of the 
disciples and said, "It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, 
brethren, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may 

"Brethren and fathers, hear me. The 
God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham, when he was in Mesopota' -
mia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and 
said to him, 'Depart from your land and 
from your kindred and go into the land 
which I will show you.' 4 Then he de
parted from the land of the Chalde'ans, 
and lived in Haran. And after his father 
died, God removed him from there into 
this land in which you are now living; 
5 yet he gave him no inheritance in it, 

5.30: Dcut 21.22-21. 7.2: Ps 29.3; Gen 11.31; 15.7. 7.3: Gen 12.1. 7.4: Gen 11.31; 15.7; 12.5. 
7.5: Dcut 2.5; Gen 12.7; 17.B. 
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not even a foot's length, but promised as her own son. 22And Moses was 
to give it to him in possession and to his instructed in all the wisdom of the 
posterity after him, though he had no Egyptians, and he was mighty in his 
child. "And God spoke to this effect, words and deeds. 
that his posterity would be aliens in a 23 "When he was forty years old, it 
land belonging to others, who would came into his heart to visit his brethren, 
enslave them and ill-treat them four the sons of Israel. 24And seeing one of 
hundred years. 7 'Bur I will judge the them being wronged, he defended the 
nation which they serve,' said God, 'and oppressed man and avenged him by 
after that they shall come out and wor- striking the Egyptian. 2' He supposed 
ship me in this place.' XAnd he gave him that his brethren understood that God 
the covenant of circumcision. And so was giving them deliverance by his 
Abraham became the father of Isaac, hand, but they did not understand. 
and circumcised him on the eighth day; 2°And on the following day he appeared 
and Isaac became the father of Jacob, to them as they were quarreling and 
and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. would have reconciled them, saying, 

9 "And the patriarchs, jealous of 'Men, you are brethren, why do you 
Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God wrong each other?' 27 But the man who 
was with him, 10 and rescued him out was wronging his neighbor thrust him 
of all his afflictions, and gave him favor aside, saying, 'Who made you a ruler 
and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of and a judge o\·er us? 2x Do you want to 
Egypt, who made him governor over kill me as you killed the Egyptian 
Egypt and over all his household. yesterday?' 2"At this rerort Moses fled, 
11 Now there came a famine throughout and became an exile in the land of 
all Egypt and Canaan, and great affiic- Mid'ian, where he became the father of 
tion, and our fathers could find no food. two sons. 
12 But when Jacob heard that there was 30 "Now when forty years had 
grain in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers passed, an angel appeared to him in the 
the first time. 1.1And at the second visit wildern :ss of Mount Sinai, in a flame 
Joseph made himself known to his of fire in a bush .. •1 When Moses saw it 
brothers, and Joseph's family became he wondered at the sight; and as he 
known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent drew near to look, the voice of the Lord 
and called to him Jacob his father and came, .12 'I am the God of your fathers, 
all his kindred, seventy-five souls; the God of Abraham and of Isaac and 
1; and Jacob went down into Egypt. of Jacob.' And Moses trt!mbled and did 
And he died, himself and our fathers, not dare to look. 3.1And the Lord said to 
I'' and they were carried back to him, 'Take off the shoes from your feet, 
Shechem and laid in the tomb that for the place where you are standing is 
Abraham had bought for a sum of silver holy ground. ·" I have surely seen the 
from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. ill-treatment of my people that are in 

17 "But as the time of the promise Egypt and heard their groaning, and 
drew near, which God had granted to I have come down to deliver them. And 
Abraham, the people grew and multi- now come, I will send you to Egypt.' 
plied in Egypt IX till there arose over 35 "This Moses whom they refused, 
Egypt another king who had not known saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a 
Joseph. 1•1 He dealt craftily with our judge?' God sent as both ruler and 
race and forced our fathers to expose deliverer by the hand of the angel that 
their infants, that they might not be appeared to him in the bush. '" He led 
kept alive. 20At this time Moses was them out, having performed wonders 
born, and was beautiful before God. and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea, 
And he was brought up for three and in the wilderness for forty years. 
months in his father's house; 21 and 17 This is the Moses who saij to the 
when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daugh- Israelites, 'God will raise up for you a 
ter adopted him and brought him up prophet from your brethren as he raised 
7.6-7: G~·n 15.13-1-1 7.7: Ex l.12. 7.8: Gen Ii.IO-I·\; 21.2--l; 25.2b; 29.ll-15; l0.1-2-1; l5.lb-Hl, 2l-2ti 
7.9: G1.:n \7 II, 28; -15."1. 7.9-IO: G~·n 19.2-l, 21 7.10: Gen -11.-I0--16. Ps I05.2l. 
7.tl: Gen 11.5-1-55, -12.'i 7.12: Gen -12.2. 7.13: Gen -15.1-.t. 7.14: Gen "15.9-10. 7.14-15: ucul 10.22. 
7.16: Jo~h 2-1.12; Gen 50.1 \. 7.17-18: Ex l.i-8. 7.19: Ex I.IO-II. 15-22. 7.20: Ex 2.2. 7.23: Ex 2.5-IJ, Ill. 
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Death of Stephen 119 ACTS 8 
me up.' 38 This is he who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness with the 
angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, 
and with our fathers; and he received 
living oracles to give to us. 39 Our 
fathers refused to obey him, but thrust 
him aside, and in their hearts they 
turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, 
'Make for us gods to go before us; as 
for this Moses who led us our from the 
land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.' 41And they made a calf 
in those days, and offered a sacrifice to 
the idol and rejoiced in the works of 
their hands. 42 But God turned and gave 
them over to worship the host of heaven, 
as it is wrinen in the book of the 
prophets: 

'Did you offer to me slain beasts and 
sacrifices, 

forty years in the wilderness, 0 house 
of Israel? 

43 And you rook up the rent of Moloch, 
and the star of the god Rephan, 
the figures which you made to wor

ship; 
and I will remove you beyond 

Babylon.' 
44 "Our fathers had the tent of wit

ness in the wilderness, even as he who 
spoke to Moses directed him to make 
it, according to the pattern that he had 
seen. 45 Our fathers in tum brought it in 
with Joshua when they dispossessed the 
nations which God thrust our before 
our fathers. So it was until the days of 
David, 4o who found favor in the sight 
of God and asked leave to find a 
habitation for the God of Jacob. 
47 But it was Solomon who built a house 
for him. 4H Yet the Most High does not 
dwell in houses made with hands; as 
the prophet says, 
49 'Heaven is my throne, 

and earth my footstool. 
What house will you build for me, 

says the Lord, 
or what is the place of my rest? 

su Did not my hand make all these 
things?' 

51 "You stiff-necked people, uncir
cumcised in heart and ears, you always 
resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers 
did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets 
did not your fathers persecute? And 

they killed those who announced before
hand the coming of the Righteous 
One, whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered, 5.l you who received the law 
as delivered by angels and did not 
keep it." 

54 Now when they heard these things 
they were enraged, and they ground 
their teeth against him. 55 But he, full 
of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God; 
56 and he said, "Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing at the right hand of God." 
57 But they cried out with a loud voice 
and stopped their ears and rushed 
together upon him. 58 Then they cast 
him out of the city and stoned him; 
and the witnesses laid down their gar
ments at the feet·of a young man named 
Saul. 59And as they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, re
ceive my spirit." 60And he knelt down 
and cried with a loud voice, "Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them." And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

8 I And Saul was consenting to his 
death. 

And on that day a great persecution 
arose against the church in Jerusalem; 
and they were all scattered throughout 
the region of Judea and Samar'ia, ex
cept the apostles. 2 Devout men buried 
Stephen, and made great lamentation 
over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the 
church, and entering house after house, 
he dragged off men and women and 
commined them to prison. 

4 Now those who were scanered went 
about preaching the word. 5 Philip went 
down to a city of Samar'ia, and pro
claimed to them the Christ. 6And the 
multitudes with one accord gave heed 
to what was said by Philip, when they 
heard him and saw the signs which he 
did. 7 For unclean spirits came out of 
many who were possessed, crying with 
a loud voice; and many who were para
lyzed or lame were healed. H So there 
was much joy in that city. 

9 But there was a man named Simon 
who had previously pracDiced magic in 
the city and amazed the nation of 
Samar'ia, saying that he himself was 

7.38: EK 19. 7.311: Num 14.3-4. 7.40: Ex 32.1, 23. 7.41: Ex 32.4, 6. 7.42: Jer 19.13. 
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ACTS 8 120 Gospel in Saman·a 
somebody great. 10 They all gave heed 
to him, from the least to the greatest, 
saying, "This man is that power of God 
which is called Great." II And they gave 
heed to him, because for a long time he 
had amazed them with his magic. 12 But 
when they believed Philip as he 
preached good news about the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men and 
women. IJ Even Simon himself be
lieved, and after being baptized he 
continued with Philip. And seeing signs 
and great miracles performed, he was 
amazed. 

14 Now when the apostles at Jeru
salem heard that Samar'ia had received 
the word of God, they sent to them 
Peter and John, 15 who came down and 
prayed for them that they mi~ht receive 
the Holy Spirit; 16 for it had not yet 
fallen on any of them, but they had 
only been haptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their 
hands on them and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw 
that the Spirit was given through the 
laying on of the apostles' hands, he of
fered them money, 19 saying, "Give me 
also this power, that any one on whom 
I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "Your 
silver perish with you, because you 
thought you could obtain the gift of 
God with money! 21 You have neither 
part nor lot in this matter, for your 
heart is not right before God. 22 Repent 
therefore of this wickedness of yours, 
and pray to the Lord that, if possible, 
the intent of your heart may be forgiven 
you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall 
of bitterness and in the bond of in
iquity." 24And Simon answered, "Pray 
for me to the Lord, that nothing" of what 
you have said may come upon me." 

25 Now when they had testified and 
spoken the word of the Lord, they 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the 
gospel to many villages of the Samari
tans. 

26 But an angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, "Rise and go toward the south" 
to the road that goes down from Jeru
salem to Gaza." This is a desert road. 
27And he rose and went. And behold, 

an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of 
the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
in charge of all her treasure, had come 
to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was re
turning; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the 
Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join 
this chariot." 30 So Philip ran to him, 
and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet, and asked, "Do you under
stand what you are reading?" .lIAnd he 
said, "How can I, unless some one 
guides me?" And he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 
passage of the scripture which he was 
reading was this: 

"As a sheep led to the slaughter 
or a lamb before its shearer is dumb, 
so he opens not his mouth. 

.13 In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. 

Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken up from the 

earth." 
34And the eunuch said to Philip, 
"About whom, pray, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or abour some 
one else?" 3; Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning with this scrip
ture he told him the good news of Jesus. 
36And as they went along the road they 
came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, "See, here is water! What is to 
prevent my being baptized?"h J8And 
he commanded the chariot to stop, and 
they both went down into the water, 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
him. 39And when they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40 But Philip was found at Azo'tus, 
and passing on he preached the gospel 
to all the towns till he came to Caesa
re' a. 

9 But Saul, still breathing threats 
and murder against the disciples of 

the Lord, went to the high priest ~ and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jeru
salem. 3 Now as he journeyed he ap
proached Damascus, and suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed about him. 



Conversion of Saul 121 ACTS 9 
4And he fell to the ground and heard a increased all the more in strength, and 
voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why confounded the Jews who lived in 
do you persecute me?" 5And he said, Damascus by proving that Jesus was 
"Who are you, Lord?" And he said, the Christ. 
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting; 23 When many days had passed, the 
6 but rise and enter the city, and you Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot 
will be told what you are to do." 7 The became known to Saul. They were 
men who were traveling with him stood watching the gates day and night, to 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing kill him; 25 but his disciples took him 
no one. H Saul arose from the ground; by night and let him down over the 
and when his eyes were opened, he wall, lowering him in a basket. 
could see nothing; so they led him by 26 And when he had come to Jeru
the hand and brought him into Damas- salem he attempted to join the disci
cus. ''And for three days he was without pies; and they were all afraid of him, 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. for they did not believe that he was a 

JO Now there was a disciple at Da- disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him, and 
mascus named Anani'as. The Lord said brought him to the apostles, and de
to him in a vision, "Anani'as." And he dared to them how on the road he had 
said, "Here I am, Lord." 11And the seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and 
Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the how at Damascus he had preached 
street called Straight, and inquire in the boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he 
house of Judas for a man of Tarsus went in and out among them at Jeru
named Saul; for behold, he is praying, salem, 29 preaching boldly in the name 
12 and he has seen a man named of the Lord. And he spoke and disputed 
Anani'as come in and lay his hands on against the Hellenists; but they were 
him so that he might regain his sight." seeking to kill him. 30And when the 
13 But Anani'as answered, "Lord, I have brethren knew it, they brought him 
heard from many about this man, how down to Caesare'a, and sent him off to 
much evil he has done to thy saints at Tarsus. 
Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority 31 So the church throughout all Ju
from the chief priests to bind all who dea and Galilee and Samar'ia had peace 
call upon thy name." 15 But the Lord and was built up; and walking in the 
said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
instrument of mine to carry my name the Holy Spirit it was multiplied. 
before the Gentiles and kings and the 
sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name." 17 So Anani'as departed 
and entered the house. And laying his 
hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on 
the road by which you came, has sent 
me that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18And 
immediately something like scales fell 
from his eyes and he regained his sight. 
Then he rose and was baptized, 19 and 
took food and was strengthened. 

For several days he was with the dis
ciples at Damascus. 20And in the syn
agogues immediately he proclaimed 
Jesus, saying, "He is the Son of God." 
21And all who heard him were amazed, 
and said, "Is not this the man who made 
havoc in Jerusalem of those who called 
on this name? And he has come here for 
this purpose, to bring them bound be
fore the chief priests." 22 But Saul 

32 Now as Peter went here and there 
among them all, he came down also to 
the saints that lived at Lydda. 33 There 
he found a man named Aene'as, who 
had been bedridden for eight years and 
was paralyzed .. l4And Peter said to him, 
"Aene'as, Jesus Christ heals you; rise 
and make your bed." And immediately 
he rose. 35 And all the residents of 
Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they 
turned to the Lord. 

36 Now there was at Joppa a disciple 
named Tabitha, which means Dor
cas. z She was full of good works 
and acts of charity. 37 In those days she 
fell sick and died; and when they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper 
room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
the disciples, hearing that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him entreating 
him, "Please come to us without delay." 
31J So Peter rose and went with them. 
And when he had come, they took him 

9.24-25: 2 Cor 11.32-33. xThe name Tabilha in Aramaic and the name Dorcas in Greek mean Kazel/e 



ACTS 9 122 Peter visits Cornelius 
to the upper room. All the widows stood 
beside him weeping, and showing tunics 
and other garments which Dorcas made 
while she was with them. 40 But Peter 
put them all outside and knelt down and 
prayed; then turning to the body he 
said, "Tabitha, rise." And she opened 
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she 
sat up. 41And he gave her his hand and 
lifted her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows he presented her alive. 
42And it became known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
4.1And he stayed in Joppa for many days 
with one Simon, a tanner. 

lo At Caesare'a there was a man 
named Cornelius, a centurion of 

what was known as the Italian Cohort, 
2 a devout man who feared God with 
all his household, gave alms liberally to 
the people, and prayed constantly to 
God. -'About the ninth hour of the day 
he saw clearly in a vision an angel of 
God corning in and saying to him, 
"Cornelius." 4And he stared at him in 
terror, and said, "What is it, Lord?" 
And he said to him, "Your prayers and 
your alms have ascended as a memorial 
before God. 'And now send men to 
Joppa, and bring one Simon who is 
called Peter; o he is lodging with Simon, 
a tanner, whose house is by the sea
side." 7 When rhe angel who spoke to 
him had departed, he called two of his 
servants and a devour soldier from 
among chose char waired on him, 8 and 
having relared everything to chem, he 
senr chem co Joppa. 

9 The nexr day, as rhey were on their 
journey and corning near rhe ciry, Peter 
went up on the houserop co pray, abour 
rhe sixrh hour. IOAnd he became hungry 
and desired sornerhing to eat; bur while 
they were preparing it, he fell into a 
trance 11 and saw rhe heaven opened, 
and something descending, like a great 
sheer, lee down by four corners upon rhe 
earth. 12 In ir were all kinds of animals 
and reptiles and birds of the air. l.IAnd 
rhere came a voice co him, "Rise, 
Perer; kill and eat." 14 Bur Perer said, 
"No, Lord; for I have never earen any
thing char is common or unclean." 
15And rhe voice came to him again a 
second rime, "What God has cleansed, 
you muse nor call common." 16 This 
happened rhree times, and rhe rhing 
was raken up ar once to heaven. 
10.1-48: Acts 11.4-17 

17 Now while Perer was inwardly 
perplexed as to whar rhe vision which 
he had seen rnighr mean, behold, the 
men thar were sent by Cornelius, having 
made inquiry for Simon's house, stood 
before the gare 18 and called out to ask 
whether Simon who was called Peter 
was lodging there. 19And while Peter 
was pondering the vision, the Spirit said 
to him, "Behold, three men are looking 
for you. 20 Rise and go down, and ac
company them without hesitation; for I 
have sent them." 21And Peter went 
down to the men and said, ·'I am the 
one you are looking for; what is the 
reason for your coming?" 22And the\" 
said, "Cornelius, a centurion, an up·
right and God-fearing man, who is well 
spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, 
was directed by a holy angel to send for 
you to come to his house, and to hear 
what you have to say." 23 So he called 
them in to be his guests. 

The next day he rose and went off 
with them, and some of the brethren 
from Joppa accompanied him. 24And 
on the following day they entered 
Caesare'a. Cornelius was expecting 
them and had called together his kins
men and close friends. 25 When Peter 
entered, Cornelius met him and fell 
down at his feet and worshiped him. 
26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
"Stand up; I too am a man." 27And as 
he talked with him, he went in and 
found many persons gathered; 2H and 
he said to them, "You yourselves know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate 
with or to visit any one of another na
tion; but God has shown me that I 
should not call any man common or Wl
clean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came 
without objection. I ask then why you 
sent for me." 

30 And Cornelius said, "Four days 
ago, abour this hour, I was keeping the 
ninth hour of prayer in my house; and 
behold, a man stood before me in 
bright apparel, 31 saying, 'Cornelius, 
your prayer has been heard and your 
alms have been remembered before 
God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask 
for Simon who is called Peter; he is 
lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, 
by the seaside.' 33 So I sent to you at 
once, and you have been kind enough 
to come. Now therefore we are all here 
present in the sight of God, to hear all 



Gentiles receive the Spirit 123 ACTS 11 
that you have been commanded by the and explained to them in order: s "I 
Lord." was in the city of Joppa praying; and in 

34 And Peter opened his mouth and a trance I saw a vision, something 
said: "Truly I perceive that God shows descending, like a great sheet, let down 
no partiality, 35 but in every nation any from heaven by four corners; and it 
one who fears him and does what is came down to me. 6 Looking at it 
right is acceptable to him . .16 You know closely I observed animals and beasts of 
the word which he sent to Israel, prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 
preaching good news of peace by Jesus 7And I heard a voice saying to me, 
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 the word 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.' K But I said, 
which was proclaimed throughout all 'No, Lord; for nothing common or un
J udea, beginning from Galilee after the clean has ever entered my mouth.' 
baptism which John preached: .18 how 9 But the voice answered a second time 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with from heaven, 'What God has cleansed 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he you must nor call common.' 1 o This 
went about doing good and healing happened three times, and all was 
all that were oppressed by the devil, for drawn up again into heaven. 11 Ar that 
God was with him. 39And we are very moment three men arrived at the 
witnesses to all that he did both in the house in which we were, sent to me 
country of the Jews and in Jeru- from Caesare'a. 12And the Spirit told 
sakm. They put him to death by hang- me to go with them, making no distinc
ing him on a tree; 40 but God raised rion. These six brethren also accom
him on the third day and made him panied me, and we entered the man's 
manifest; 41 nor to all the people but house. 13 And he told us how he had seen 
to us who were chosen by God as wit- the angel standing in his house and say, 
nesses, who are and drank with him ing, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon 
after he rose from the dead. 42And he called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a 
commanded us to preach to the people, message by which you will be saved, 
and to testify that he is the one ordained you and all your household.' 15As I 
by God to be judge of the living and the began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 
dead. 4.l To him all the prophets bear them just as on us at the beginning. 
witness that every one who believes in 16And I remembered the word of the 
him receives forgiveness of sins through Lord, how he said, 'John baptized with 
his name." water, but you shall be baptized with 

44 While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit.' 17 If then God gave the 
the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the same gift to them as he gave to us when 
word. 45And the believers from among we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the circumcised who came with Peter who was I that I could withstand God?" 
were amazed, because the gift of the I H When they heard this they were 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even silenced. And they glorified God, say
on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them ing, "Then to the Gentiles also God has 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. granted repentance unto life." 
Then Peter declared, 4 7 "Can any one 19 Now those who were scattered 
forbid water for baptizing these people because of the persecution that arose 
who have received the Holy Spirit just over Stephen traveled as far as Phoeni'
as we have?" 4KAnd he commanded cia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 
them to be baptized in the name of the word to none except Jews. 20 Bur 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to there were some of them, men of 
remain for some days. Cyprus and Cyre'ne, who on coming to 

11 Now the apostles and the Antioch spoke to the Greeks; also, 
brethren who were in Judea preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And the 

heard that the Gentiles also had re- hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
ceived the word of God. 2 So when great number that believed turned to 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the cir- the Lord. 22 News of this came to the 
cumcision party criticized him, -1 saying, ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 
"Why did you go to uncircumcised men they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 2.1 When 
and eat with them?" 4 But Peter began he came and saw the grace of God, he 
; Other ancient Huthoritics read Hcllcm-st.t 
11.4-17: Acts I0.1-18. 11.16: Acts 1.5. 11.19: Am R.4. 



ACTS 11 124 Peter released from prison 
was glad; and he exhorted them all to first and the second guard, they came to 
remain faithful to the Lord with stead- the iron ·gate leading into the city. It 
fast purpose; 24 for he was a good man, opened to them of its own accord, and 
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And they went out and passed on through 
a large company was added to the one s~reet; and immediately the angel 
Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to left him. llAnd Peter came to himself 
look for Saul; 26 and when he had and said, "Now I am sure that the Lord 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. has sent his angel and rescued me from 
For a whole year they met withi the the hand of Herod and from all that the 
church, and taught a large company of Jewish people were expecting." 
people; and in Antioch the disciples 12 When he realized this, he went to 
were for the first time called Chris- the house of Mary, the mother of John 
tians. whose other name was Mark, where 

27 Now in these days prophets came many were gathered together and were 
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. praying. 1.lAnd when he knocked at the 
28And one of them named Ag'abus door of the gateway, a maid named 
stood up and foretold by the Spirit that Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognizing 
there would be a great famine over all Peter's voice, in her joy she did not 
the world; and this took place in the open the gate but ran in and told that 
days of Claudius. 29And the disciples Peter was standing at the gate. 15 Thev 
determined, every one according to his said to her, "You are mad." But she in-
ability, to send relief to the brethren sisted that it was so. They said, "It is 
who lived in Judea; 30 and they did so, his angel!" 16 But Peter continued 
sending it to the elders by the hand of knocking; and when they opened, they 
Barnabas and Saul. saw him and were amazed. 17 But mo-

12 About that time Herod the king tioning to them with his hand to be 
laid violent hands upon some who silent, he described to them how the 

belonged to the church. 2 He killed Lord had brought him out of the 
James the brother of John with the prison. And he said, "Tell this to 
sword; 3 and when he saw that it James and to the brethren." Then he 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest departed and went to another place. 
Peter also. This was during the days of 18 Now when day came, there was 
Unleavened Bread. 4And when he had no small stir among the soldiers o\·er 
seized him, he put him in prison, and what had become of Peter. l''And when 
delivered him to four squads of soldiers Herod had sought for him and could 
to guard him, intending after the not find him, he examined the sentries 
Passover to bring him out to the people. and ordered that they should be put to 
5 So Peter was kept in prison; but death. Then he went down from Judea 
earnest prayer for him was made to to Caesare'a, and remained there. 
God by the church. 20 Now Herod was angry with the 

6 The very night when Herod was people of Tyre and Sidon; and they 
about to bring him out, Peter was came to him in a body, and ha,·ing 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound persuaded Blastus, the king's cham
with two chains, and sentries before the berlain, they asked for peace, because 
door were guarding the prison; 7 and their country depended on the king's 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared, country for food. 21 On an appointed 
and a light shone in the cell; and he day Herod put on his royal robes, took 
struck Peter on the side and woke him, his seat upon the throne, and made an 
saying, "Get up quickly." And the oration to them. 22And the people 
chains fell off his hands. KAnd the angel shouted, "The voice of a god, and not 
said to him, "Dress yourself and put on of man!" 2.\ Immediately an angel of the 
your sandals." And he did so. And he Lord smote him, because he did not 
said to him, "Wrap your mantle give God the glory; and he was eaten 
around you and follow me." 9And he by worms and died. 
went out and followed him; he did not 24 But the word of God grew and 
know that what was done by the angel multiplied. 
was real, but thought he was seeing a 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned 
vision. 10 When they had passed the from•· Jerusalem when they had ful
i Or Wt.'Yl' J!lll'.H.' of A Other <mcicn£ auchoritic~ read ,,, 
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filled their mission, bringing with them sat down. IS After the reading of the 
John whose other name was Mark. law and the prophets, the rulers of the 

13 Now in the church at Antioch 
there were prophets and teachers, 

Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyre'ne, Man'a-en a 
member of the court of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them." 3 Then after 
fasting and praying they laid their hands 
on them and sent them off. 

4 Su, being sent out by the Holy 
Spirit, they went down to Seleu'cia; 
and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 
5 When they arrived at Sal'amis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. And they had 
John to assist them. 0 When they had 
gone through the whole island as far 
as Paphos, they came upon a certain 
magician, a Jewish false prophet, 
named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of in
telligence, who summoned Barnabas 
and Saul and sought to hear the word 
of God. H But El'ymas the magician (for 
that is the meaning of his name) with
stood them, seeking to turn away the 
proconsul from the faith. <>But Saul, 
who is also called Paul, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 
1o and said, "You son of the devil, you 
enemy of all righteousness, full of all 
deceit and villainy, will you not stop 
making crooked the straight paths of 
the Lord? llAnd now, behold, the hand 
of the Lord is upon you, and you shall 
be blind and unable to see the sun for a 
time." Immediately mist and darkness 
fell upon him and he went about seeking 
people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then 
the proconsul believed, when he saw 
what had occurred, for he was aston
ished at the teaching of the Lord. 

13 Now Paul and his company set sail 
from Paphos, and came to Perga in 
Pamphyl'ia. And John left them and 
returned to Jerusalem; 14 but they 
passed on from Perga and came to 
Antioch of Pisid'ia. And on the sabbath 
day they went into the synagogue and 

synagogue sent to them, saying, "Breth
ren, if you have any word of exhortation 
for the people, say it." 16 So Paul stood 
up, and motioning with his hands said: 

"Men of Israel, and you that fear 
God, listen. 17 The God of this people 
Israel chose our fathers and made the 
people great during their stay in the 
land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm 
he led them out of it. IXAnd for about 
forty years he bore with 111 them in the 
wilderness. IYAnd when he had de
stroyed seven nations in the land of 
Canaan, he gave them their land as an 
inheritance, for about four hundred and 
fifty years. 20And after that he gave 
them judges until Samuel the prophet. 
21 Then they asked for a king; and God 
gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man 
of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 
22And when he had removed him, he 
raised up David to be their king; of 
whom he testified and said, 'I have 
found in David the son of Jesse a man 
after my heart, who will do all my will.' 
23 Of this man's posterity God has 
brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he 
promised. 24 Before his coming John 
had preached a baptism of repentance 
to all the people of Israel. 25And as 
John was finishing his course, he said, 
'What do you suppose that I am? I am 
not he. No, but after me one is coming, 
the sandals of whose feet I am not 
worthy to untie.' 

26 "Brethren, sons of the family of 
Abraham, and those among you that 
fear God, to us has been sent the mes
sage of this salvation. 27 For those who 
live in Jerusalem and their rulers, be
cause they did not recognize him nor un
derstand the utterances of the prophets 
which are read every sabbath, fulfilled 
these by condemning him. 28 Though 
they could charge him with nothing de
serving death, yet they asked Pilate to 
have him killed. 29And when they had 
fulfilled all that was written of him, 
they took him down from the tree, and 
laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised 
him from the dead; .ll and for many days 
he appeared to those who came up with 
him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 

111 01hcr ancient authorities read cared/or (Dcut 1.31) 
13.10: H'" 11.9. 13.17: Ex 6.1, 6. 13.18: Dcut 1.31. 13.19: Dcut 7.1; Josh 14.I 
13.22: l's BlJ.20; I Sam Il.14; Is 41.2A. 13.24: Mk 1.1-4. 13.25: Jn 1.20; Mt 3.11; Mk 1.7; Lk 3.16. 
13.28: Ps !07.20. 



ACTS 13 126 Mistaken for Gods 
now his witnesses to the people. 32And 'I have set you to be a light for the 
we bring you the good news that what Gentiles, 
God promised to the fathers, 33 this he that you may bring salvation to the 
has fulfilled to us their children by uttermost parts of the earth.' " 
raising Jesus; as also it is written in the 48 And when the Gentiles heard 
second psalm, this, they were glad and glorified the 

'Thou art my Son, word of God; and as many as were 
today I have begotten thee.' ordained to eternal life believed. 49And 

34And as for the fact that he raised him the word of the Lord spread throughout 
from the dead, no more to return to all the region. 50 But the Jews incited 
corruption, he spoke in this way, the devout women of high standing and 

'I will give you the holy and sure the leading men of the city, and stirred 
blessings of David.' up persecution against Paul and Bar-

35 Therefore he says also in another nabas, and drove them out of their dis
psalm, trier. ; 1 But they shook off the dust from 

'Thou wilt not let thy Holy One see their feet against them, and went to 
corruption.' Ico'nium. 52And the disciples were 

36 For David, after he had served the filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
counsel of God in his own generation, 14 Now at Ico'nium they entered 
fell asleep, and was laid with his together into the Jewish syna
fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but he gogue, and so spoke that a great com
whom God raised up saw no corrup- pany believed, both of Jews and of 
tion. 38 Let it be known to you there- Greeks. 2 But the unbelieving Jews 
fore, brethren, that through this man stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, their minds against the brethren. ·1 So 
3Q and by him every one that believes they remained for a long time, speak
is freed from everything from which ing boldly for the Lord, who bore 
you could not be freed by the law of witness to the word of his grace, grant
Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest there ing signs and wonders to be done by 
come upon you what is said in the their hands. 4 But the people of the city 
prophets: were divided; some sided with the 
41 'Behold, you scoffers, and wonder, Jews, and some with the apostles. 

and perish; 5 When an attempt was made by both 
for I do a deed in your days, Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, 
a deed you will never believe, if one to molest them and to stone them, 

declares it to you.' " 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra 
42 As they went out, the people and Derbe, cities of Lycao'nia, and to 

begged that these things might be told the surrounding country; ' and there 
them the next sabbath. 43And when the they preached the gospel. 
meeting of the synagogue broke up, 8 Now at Lystra there was a man 
many Jews and devout converts to sitting, who could not use his feet; he 
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, was a cripple from birth, who had never 
who spoke to them and urged them to walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking; 
continue in the grace of God. and Paul, looking intently at him and 

44 The next sabbath almost the seeing that he had faith to be made 
whole ciry gathered together to hear the well, lo said in a loud voice, "Stand up
word of God. 45 But when the Jews saw right on your feet." And he sprang up 
the multitudes, they were filled with and walked. llAnd when the crowds saw 
jealousy, and contradicted what was what Paul had done, they lifted up their 
spoken by Paul, and reviled him. 46And voices, saying in Lycao'nian, "The gods 
Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, have come down to us in the likeness of 
saying, "It was necessarv that the word men!" 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, 
of God should be spoken first to you. and Paul, because he was the chief 
Since you thrust it from you, and judge speaker, they called Hermes. BAnd the 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, priest of Zeus, whose temple was in 
behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For front of the city, brought oxen and 
so the Lord has commanded us, saying, garlands to the gates and wanted to 
13.33: Ps 2.7. 13.34: Is 55.3. 13.35: Ps 16.10. 13.41: Hab 1.5. 
13.47: Is 49.6. 
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offer sacrifice with the people. 14 But Barnabas had no small dissension and 
when the apostles Barnabas and Paul debate with them, Paul and Barnabas 
heard of it, they tore their garments and and some of the others were appointed 
rushed out among the multitude, cry- to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and 
ing, 15 "Men, why are you doing this? the elders about this question. 3 So, be
We also are men, of like nature with ing sent on their way by the church, 
you, and bring you good news, that you they passed through both Phoeni'cia 
should turn from these vain things to a and Samar'ia, reporting the conversion 
living God who made the heaven and of the Gentiles, and they gave great joy 
the earth and the sea and all chat is in to all the brethren. 4 When they came 
them. 16 In past generations he allowed to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by 
Jll the nations to walk in their own the church and the apostles and the 
ways; 17 yet he did not leave himself elders, and they declared all that God 
without witness, for he did good and had done with them. 5 But some be
gave you from heaven rains and fruitful lievers who belonged to the party of the 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food Pharisees rose up, and said, "It is 
and gladness." 18 With these words they necessary to circumcise them, and 
scarcely restrained the people from to charge them to keep the law of 
offering sacrifice to them. Moses." 

19 But Jews came there from Antioch 6 The apostles and the elders were 
and Ico'nium; and having persuaded gathered together to consider this 
the people, they stoned Paul and matter. 7And after there had been much 
dragged him out of the city, supposing debate, Peter rose and said to them, 
chat he was dead. 20 But when the "Brethren, you know that in the early 
disciples gathered about him, he rose up days God made choice among you, that 
and entered the city; and on the next by my mouth the Gentiles should hear 
day he went on with Barnabas to the word of the gospel and believe. HAnd 
Derbe. 21 When they had preached the God who knows the heart bore witness 
gospel to that city and had made many to chem, giving them the Holy Spirit 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and just as he did to us; 9 and he made no 
to Ico'nium and to Antioch, 22 strength- distinction between us and them, but 
ening the souls of the disciples, exhort- cleansed their hearts by faith. Io Now 
ing them to continue in the faith, and therefore why do you make trial of 
saying that through many tribulations God by putting a yoke upon the neck 
we must enter the kingdom of God. of the disciples which neither our 
BAnd when they had appointed elders fathers nor we have been able to bear? 
for them in every church, with prayer 11 Bµt we believe that we shall be saved 
and fasting, they committed chem to the through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
Lord in whom they believed. just as they will." 

24 Then they passed through Pisid'ia, 12 And all the assembly kept silence; 
and came to Pamphyl'ia. 25And when and they listened ro Barnabas and Paul 
they had spoken the word in Perga, they as they related what signs and wonders 
went down to Attali'a; 2<> and from God had dune through them among the 
then~ they sailed to Antioch, where they Gentiles. I.\ After they finished speaking, 
had been commended to the grace of James replied, "Brethren, listen to me. 
God for che work which they had ful- 14 Simeon has related how God first 
filled. 2-And when they arrived, they visited the Gentiles, to take out of them 
gachercd the church together and de- a people for his name. 15And with this 
dared all that God had done with them, the words of the prophets agree, as it is 
and how he had opened a door of faith written, 
to the Gentiles. 2XAnd they remained no 16 'After this I will return, 
little cimc wich the disciples. and I will rebuild the dwelling of 

15 But some men came down from David, which has fallen; 
Judea and were leaching the I will rebuild its ruins, 

brechren, "Unless you are circumcised and I will set it up, 
according to che custom of Moses, you 17 that the rest of men may seek the 
cannot be saved." 2And when Paul and Lord, 
14.15: Ex 20.11, I'' 146.6. 14.19: 2 Cor 11.25. 15.1-30: Gal 2.1-10. 
15.16-18: Amos 9.11-12; Jcr 12 J<;; Is 4';.21 
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and all the Gentiles who are 

by my name, 
called mained in Antioch, teaching and preach

ing the word of the Lord, with many 
others also. 18 says the Lord, who has ir.ade these 

things known from of old.' 
19 Therefore my judgment is that we 
should not trouble those of the Gentiles 
who turn to God, 20 but should write 
to them to abstain from the pollutions of 
idols and from unchastity and from what 
is strangled" and from blood. 21 For 
from early generations Moses has had 
in every city those who preach him, for 
he is read every sabbath in the syna
gogues." 

22 Then it seemed good to the 
apostles and the elders, with the whole 
church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas 
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men 
among the brethren, 2.1 with the follow
ing letter: "The brethren, both the 
apostles and the elders, to the brethren 
who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cili'cia, greeting. 24 Since we 
have heard that some persons from us 
have troubled you with words, unset
tling your minds, although we gave 
them no instructions, 25 it has seemed 
good to us, having come to one accord, 
to choose men and send them to you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 
2 6 men who have risked their lives for 
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. "We 
have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who themselves will tell you the same 
things by word of mouth. 2 ' For it has 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things: 29 that you 
abstain from what has been sacrificed 
to idols and from blood and from what is 
strangled" and from unchastity. If you 
keep yourselves from these, you will do 
well. Farewell." 

30 So when they were sent off, they 
went down to Antioch; and having 
gathered the congregation together, 
they delivered the letter . .l1And when 
they read it, they rejoiced at the ex
hortation . .l2And Judas and Silas, who 
were themselves prophets, exhorted the 
brethren with many words and strength
ened them. -'-'And after they had spent 
some time, they were sent off in peace 
by the brethren to those who had sent 
them. 0 35 But Paul and Barnabas re-
11 Other early authorities omit and f1·om what is sCr(rngJed 

36 And after some days Paul said to 
Barnabas, "Come, let us return and visit 
the brethren in every city where we pro
claimed the word of the Lord, and see 
how they are." J7And Barnabas wanted 
to take with them John called Mark. 
38 But Paul thought best not to take wirh 
them one who had withdrawn from 
them in Pamphyl'ia, and had not gone 
with them to the work. l9And there 
arose a sharp contention, so that they 
separated from each other; Barnabas 
took Mark with him and sailed away to 
Cyprus, 40 bur Paul chose Silas and de
parred, being commended by the breth
ren to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he 
went through Syria and Cili'cia, 
strengthening the churches. 

16 And he came also to Derbe and 
to Lystra. A disciple was there, 

named Timothy, the son of a Jewish 
woman who was a believer; but his 
father was a Greek. 2 He was well 
spoken of by the brethren at Lystra and 
Ico'nium. J Paul wanted Timothy to 
accompany him; and he took him and 
circumcised him because of the Jews 
that were in those places, for they all 
knew that his father was a Greek. 4As 
they went on their way through rhe 
cities, they delivered to them for ob
servance the decisions which had been 
reached by the apostles and elders who 
were at Jerusalem. s So the churches 
were strengthened in the faith, and they 
increased in numbers daily. 

6 And they went through the region 
of Phryg'ia and Galatia, having been 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak 
the word in Asia. 7 And when they had 
come opposite My'sia, they attempted 
to go into Bithyn'ia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus did not allow them; 8 so, passing 
by My'sia, they went down to Tro'as. 
9And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night: a man of Macedo'nia was stand
ing beseeching him and saying, "Come 
over to Macedo'nia and help us." 
IOAnd when he had seen the vision, im
mediately we sought co go on into 
Macedo'nia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them. 

11 Setting sail therefore from Tro'as, 

11 Other ancient authorities inserc verse 34, But i1 sea11i:d good to S1-,as ro remai11 tha~· 
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we made a direct voyage to Sam'othrace, 
and the following day to Ne-ap'olis, 
12 and from there to Philippi, which is 
the leading city of the district' of 
Macedo'nia, and a Roman colony. We 
remained in this city some days; 11 and 
on the sabbath day we went outside the 
gate to the riverside, where we sup
posed there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down and spoke to the women 
who had come together. 14 One who 
heard us was a woman named Lydia, 
from the city of Thyati'ra, a seller of 
purple goods, who was a worshiper of 
God. The Lord opened her heart to 
give heed to what was said by Paul. 
15And when she was baptized, with her 
household, she besought us, saying, "If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come to my house and stay." 
And she prevailed upon us. 

16 As we were going to the place of 
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who 
had a spirit of divination and brought 
her owners much gain by soothsaying. 
11 She followed Paul and us, crying, 
"These men are servants of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you the 
way of salvation." 18And this she did 
for many days. But Paul was annoyed, 
and turned and said to the spirit, "I 
charge you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her." And it came out 
that very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that 
their hope of gain was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into 
the market place before the rulers; 
20 and when they had brought them to 
the magistrates they said, "These men 
are Jews and they are disturting our 
city. 21 They advocate customs which it 
is not lawful for us Romans to accept 
or practice." 22 The crowd joined in 
attacking them; and the magistrates 
tore the garments off them and gave 
orders to beat them with rods. 23And 
when they had inflicted many blows 
upon them, they threw them into 
prison, charging the jailer to keep them 
safely. 24 Having received this charge, 
he put them into the inner prison and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 

25 But about midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the prisoners were listening 
to them, 26 and suddenly there was a 
r The Greek ce1u is uncenain P Or sabbarhs 
18.22-23: 2 Cor 11.25. 

g;reat earthquake, so that the founda
uons of the prison were shaken; and 
immediately all the doors were opened 
and every one's fetters were unfastened. 
27 When the jailer woke and saw that 
the p~ison doors were open, he drew 
his sword and was about to kill himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had es
caped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here." 29 And he called for lights 
and rushed in, and trembling with fear 
he fell down before Paul and Silas, 
30 and brought them out and said, 
"Men, what must I do to be saved?" 
31And they said, "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household." J2And they spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all that 
were in his house. 33And he took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed 
their wounds, and he was baptized at 
once, with all his family. 34 Then he 
brought them up into his house, and set 
food before them; and he rejoiced with 
all his household that he had believed 
in God. 

35 But when it was day, the magis
trates sent the police, saying, "Let those 
men go." 36And the jailer reported the 
words to Paul, saying, "The magistrates 
have sent to let you go; now therefore 
come out and go in peace." 37 But Paul 
said to them, "They have beaten us 
publicly, uncondemned, men who are 
Roman citizens, and have thrown us 
into prison; and do they now cast us 
out secretly? No! let them come them
selves and take us out." .18 The police 
reported these words to the magistrates, 
and they were afraid when they heard 
that they were Roman citizens; .19 so 
they came and apologized to them. And 
they took them out and asked them to 
leave the city. 40 So they went out of 
the prison, and visited Lydia; and when 
they had seen the brethren, they 
exhorted them and departed. 

17 Now when they had passed 
through Amphip'olis and Ap

ollo'nia, they came to Thessaloni'ca, 
where there was a synagogue of the 
Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was his 
custom, and for three weeksP he argued 
with them from the scriptures, 3 explain
ing and proving that it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
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dead, and saying, "This Jesus, whom Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they 
I proclaim to you, is the Christ." 4And took hold of him and brought him to 
some of them were persuaded, and the Are-op'agus, saying, "May we know 
joined Paul and Silas; as did a great what this new teaching is which you 
many of the devout Greeks and not a present? 20 For you bring some strange 
few of the leading women. 5 But the things to our ears; we wish to know 
Jews were jealous, and taking some therefore what these things mean." 
wicked fellows of the rabble, they gath- 2I Now all the Athenians and the for
ered a crowd, set the city in an uproar, eigners who lived there spent their time 
and attacked the house of Jason, seeking in nothing except telling or hearing 
to bring them out to the people. 6And something new. 
when they could not find them, they 22 So Paul, standing in the middle of 
dragged Jason and some of the brethren the Are-op'agus, said: "Men of Athens, 
before the city authorities, crying, I perceive that in even· wav vou are 
"These men who have turned the very religious. 23 For as i passed along, 
world upside down have come here and observed the objects of \"OUr wor
also, 7 and Jason has received them; ship, I foWld also an altar· with this 
and they are all acting against the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' 
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is What therefore you worship as Wl
another king, Jesus." 8And the people known, this I proclaim to you. 2~ The 
and the city authorities were disturbed God who made the world and even·
when they heard this. 9And when they thing in it, being Lord of heaven arid 
had taken security from Jason and the earth, does not live in shrines made by 
rest, they let them go. man, 25 nor is he sen·ed bv human 

IO The brethren immediately sent hands, as though he needed anything, 
Paul and Silas away by night to Be- since he himself gives to all men life and 
roe'a; and when they arrived they went breath and everything. 26And he made 
into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now these from one every nation of men to li\•e 
Jews were more noble than those in on all the face of the earth, having 
Thessaloni'ca, for they received the determined allotted periods and the 
word with all eagerness, examining the boWldaries of their habitation, 27 that 
scriptures daily to see if these things they should seek God, in the hope that 
were so. 12 Many of them therefore they might feel after him and find him. 
believed, with not a few Greek women Yet he is not far from each one of us, 
of high standing as well as men. 13 But 28 for 
when the Jews of Thessaloni'ca learned 'In him we live and move and have 
that the word of God was proclaimed our being' ; 
by Paul at Beroe'a also, they came there as even some of your poets ha\·e 
too, stirring up and inciting the crowds. said, 
14 Then the brethren immediately sent 'For we are indeed his offspring.' 
Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas 29 Being then God's offspring, we ought 
and Timothy remained there. 15 Those not to think that the Deity is like gold, 
who conducted Paul brought him as far or silver, or stone, a representation by 
as Athens; and receiving a command the art and imagination of man. 30 The 
for Silas and Timothy to come to him times of ignorance God o\·erlooked, but 
as soon as possible, they departed. now he commands all men e\·ervwhere 

16 Now while Paul was waiting for to repent, JI because he has fixed a day 
them at Athens, his spirit was provoked on which he will judge the world in 
within him as he saw that the city was righteousness by a man whom he has 
full of idols. 17 So he argued in the appointed, and of this he has given 
synagogue with the Jews and the devout assurance to all men by raising him 
persons, and in the market place every from the dead." 
day with those who chanced to be there. 32 Now when thev heard of the resur-
18 Some also of the Epicurean and Stoic rection of the dead; some mocked; but 
philosophers met him. And some said, others said, "We will hear you again 
"What would this babbler say?" Others about this." .n So Paul went out from 
said, "He seems to be a preacher of for- among them. 34 But some men joined 
eign divinities"-because he preached him and believed, among them Dionys·-
17.24-25: Is 42.5. 17.28: Epimenides; Aratus, Phae11omct1a, 5. 17.31: Ps 9.8; 96.13; 98.9. 
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ius che Are-op'agice and a woman 
named Dam'aris and ochers with chem. 

18 After this he left Athens and 
went co Corinth. 2And he found 

a Jew named Aquila, a native of Poncus, 
lately come from lcaly with his wife 
Priscilla, because Claudius had com
manded all the Jews co leave Rome. And 
he went to see them; ·1 and because he 
was of the same trade he stayed with 
them, and they worked, for by trade 
rhey were tentmakers. 4And he argued 
in che synagogue every sabbath, and 
persuaded Jews and Greeks. 

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived 
from Macedo'nia, Paul was occupied 
with preaching, testifying to the Jews 
that the Christ was Jesus. 6And when 
they opposed and reviled him, he shook 
our his garments and said to them, 
"Your blood be upon your heads! I am 
innocent. From now on I will go co the 
Gentiles." 7And he left there and went 
to the house of a man named Titius" 
Justus, a worshiper of God; his house 
was next door co the synagogue. 
x Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord, together with all 
his household ; and many of the Corin
thians hearing Paul believed and were 
baptized. 9And the Lord said to Paul 
one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, 
but speak and do not be silent; Io for I 
am with you, and no man shall attack 
you co harm you; for I have many 
people in this city." 11 And he stayed a 
year and six months, teaching the word 
of God among them. 

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of 
Acha'ia, the Jews made a united attack 
upon Paul and brought him before the 
tribunal, D saying, "This man is per
suading men to worship God contrary 
to the law." 14 But when Paul was about 
to open his mouth, Gallio said to the 
Jews, "If it were a matter of wrongdoing 
or vicious crime, I should have reason 
to bear with you, 0 Jews; 15 but since 
it is a matter of questions about words 
and names and your own law, see to it 
yourselves; I refuse to be a judge of 
these things." lfJAnd he drove them 
from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized 
Sos'thenes, the ruler of the synagogue, 
and beat him in front of the tribunal. 
Bue Gallio paid no attention to this. 

18 After this Paul stayed many days 
'1 01her early authorities read T1-tus 
18.9-10: Is 41.5; ]er 1.8. 

longer, and then cook leave of the 
brethren and sailed for Syria, and with 
him Priscilla and Aquila. Ac Cen'chre
ae he cut his hair, for he had a vow. 
l'JAnd they came to Ephesus, and he 
left them there; but he himself went 
into the synagogue and argued with the 
Jews. 20 When they asked him co stay 
for a longer period, he declined; 21 but 
on taking leave of them he said, "I will 
return to you if God wills," and he set 
sail from Ephesus. 

22 When he had landed at Caesare'a, 
he went up and greeted the church, and 
then went down to Antioch. 23After 
spending some time there he departed 
and went from place to place through 
the region of Galatia and Phryg'ia, 
strengthening all the disciples. 

24 Now a Jew named Apol'los, a 
native of Alexandria, came co Ephesus. 
He was an eloquent man, well versed in 
the scriptures. 25 He had been in
structed in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in spirit, he spoke and 
taught accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism 
of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in 
the synagogue; but when Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they cook him and 
expounded to him the way of God more 
accurately. 27And when he wished co 
cross to Ac:ha'ia, the brethren en
couraged him, and wrote to the dis
ciples to receive him. When he arrived, 
he greatly helped those who through 
grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully 
confuted the Jews in public, showing by 
the scriptures that the Christ was Jes us. 

19 While Apol'los was at Corinth, 
Paul passed through the upper 

country and came to Ephesus. There he 
found some disciples. 2And he said to 
them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?" And they said, 
"No, we have never even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit." 3And he said, 
"Into what then were you baptized?" 
They said, "Into John's baptism." 
4And Paul said, "John baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the peo
ple to believe in the one who was co 
come after him, that is, Jesus." 5 On 
hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them; and they 
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spoke with tongues and prophesied. man named Deme'trius, a silversmith 
7 There were about twelve of them in who made silver shrines of Ar'temis'. 
all. brought no little business to the crafts-

8 And he entered the synagogue and men. 2; TheGe he gathered together, 
for three months spoke boldly, arguing with the workmen of like occupation, 
and pleading about the kingdom of and said, "Men, you know that from 
God; " but when some were stubborn this business we have our wealth. 26And 
and disbelieved, speaking evil of the you see and hear that not only at 
Way before the congregation, he with- Ephesus but almost throughout all Asia 
drew from them, taking the disciples this Paul has persuaded and turned 
with him, and argued daily in the hall of away a considerable company of people, 
Tyran'nus.' 111 This continued for two saying that gods made with hands are 
years, so. that all the residents of Asia not gods. 27 And there is danger not only 
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews that this trade of ours may come into 
and Greeks. disrepute but also that the temple of the 

11 And God did extraordinary mir- great goddess Ar'temis may count for 
aclcs by the hands of Paul, 12 so that nothing, and that she may even be 
handkerchiefs or aprons were carried deposed from her magnificence, she 
away from his body to the sick, and whom all Asia and the world worship." 
diseases left them and the evil spirits 28 When they heard this thev were 
came out of them. 1.1 Then some of the enraged, and cried out, "Great Is Ar'
itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to temis of the Ephesians!" 2'! So the city 
pronounce the name of the Lord Jes us was filled with the confusion; and they 
over those who had evil spirits, saying, rushed together into the theater, drag
"l adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul ging with them Ga'ius and Aristar'chus, 
preaches." 14 Seven sons of a Jewish Macedo'nians who were Paul's com
high priest named Sceva were doing panions in travel. .10 Paul wished to go 
this. 1; But the evil spirit answered in among the crowd, but the disciples 
them, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; would not let him; ·'I some of the 
but who arc you?" 16And the man in A'si-archs also, who were friends of his, 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on sent to him and begged him not to ven
them, mastered all of them, and over- ture into the theater. .12 Now some cried 
powered them, so that they fled out of one thing, some another; for the as
that house naked and wounded. 17 And sembly was in confusion, and most of 
this became known to all residents of them did not know why they had come 
Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks; and together. ·'-' Some of the crowd prompt
fcar fell upon them all; and the name of ed Alexander, whom the Jews had put 
the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Many forward. And Alexander motioned with 
also of those who were now believers his hand, wishing to make a defense to 
came, confessing and divulging their the people . .l-l But when they recognized 
practices. 19 And a number of those who that he was a Jew, for about two hours 
practiced magic arts brought their they all with one voice cried out, 
books together and burned them in the "Great is Ar'temis of the Ephesians!" 
sight of all; and they counted the value "And when the town clerk had quieted 
of them and found it came to fifty thou- the crowd, he said, "Men of Ephesus, 
sand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of what man is there who does not know 
the Lord grew and prevailed mightily. that the city of the Ephesians is temple 

21 Now after these events Paul re
solved in the Spirit to pass through 
Macedo'nia and Acha'ia and go to 
Jerusalem, saying, "After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome." 22And 
having sent into Macedo'nia two of his 
helpers, Timothy and Eras'tus, he him
self stayed in Asia for a while. 

23 About that time there arose no 
little stir concerning the Way. 24 For a 

keeper of the great Ar'temis, and of the 
sacred stone that fell from the sky?·' 
.16 Seeing then that these things cannot 
be contradicted, you ought to be quiet 
and do nothing rash . .17 For you have 
brought these men here who are neither 
sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our 
goddess. 38 If therefore Deme'trius and 
the craftsmen with him have a com
plaint against any one, the courts are 
open, and there are proconsuls; let 

' Other ancient authorities add from tht' fifth hour to rhe remh s The meaning of the Greek is uncenain 
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chem bring charges against one another. 
3~ Bue if you seek anything further,' it 
shall be senled in the regular assembly. 
411 For we are in danger of being charged 
with rioting today, there being no cause 
that we can give to justify chis commo
tion." 41And when he had said chis, he 
dismissed the assembly. 

20 After the uproar ceased, Paul 
sent for the disciples and having 

exhorted chem took leave of them and 
cieparted for Macedo'nia. 2 When he 
had gone through these parts and had 
given chem much encouragement, he 
came to Greece. 3 There he spent three 
months, and when a plot was made 
against him by the Jews as he was about 
to set sail for Syria, he determined to 
return through Macedo'nia. 4 Sop'ater 
of Beroe'a, the son of Pyrrhus, accom
panied him; and of the Thessalo'nians, 
Aristar'chus and Secun'dus; and Ga'ius 
of Der be, and Timothy; and the Asians, 
Tych'icus and Troph'imus. 5 These 
went on and were waiting for us at 
Tro'as, 6 but we sailed away from 
Philippi after the days of Unleavened 
Bread, and in five days we came to them 
at Tro'as, where we stayed for seven 
days. 

7 On the first day of the week, when 
we were gathered together to break 
bread, Paul talked with chem, intending 
to depart on the morrow; and he pro
longed his speech until midnight. 
x There were many lights in the upper 
chamber where we were gathered. <JAnd 
a young man named Eu'cychus was sit
ting in the window. He sank into a deep 
sleep as Paul talked still longer; and 
being overcome by sleep, he fell down 
from the third story and was taken up 
dead. Jo But Paul went down and bent 
over him, and embracing him said, "Do 
not be alarmed, for his life is in him." 
llAnd when Paul had gone up and had 
broken bread and eaten, he conversed 
with them a long while, until daybreak, 
and so departed. 12And they took the 
lad away alive, and were not a little 
comforted. 

13 But going ahead to the ship, we set 
sail for Assos, intending to cake Paul 
aboard there; for so he had arranged, 
intending himself to go by land. 14And 
when he met us at Assos, we took him 
1 Other ancient authorities read 1.1bo1Jt orlia nwllas 
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on board and came co Micyle'ne. 15And 
sailing from there we came the following 
day opposite Chi'os; the next day we 
touched at Samos; and" the day after 
chat we came to Mile'tus. 16 For Paul 
had decided to sail past Ephesus, so 
that he might not have to spend time in 
Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jeru
salem, if possible, on the day of Pente
cost. 

17 And from Mile'tus he sent to 
Ephesus and called to him the elders of 
the church. lHAnd when they came to 
him, he said to them: 

"You yourselves know how I lived 
among you all the time from the first 
day chat I sec foot in Asia, 19 serving the 
Lord with all humility and with tears 
and with trials which befell me through 
the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not 
shrink from declaring to you anything 
chat was profitable, and teaching you in 
public and from house to house, 
21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks 
of repentance to God and of faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, 
I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the 
Spirit, not knowing what shall befall me 
there; 23 except chat the Holy Spirit 
testifies to me in every city that im
prisonment and afflictions await me. 
24 But I do not account my life of any 
value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may accomplish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 25And now, behold, I 
know chat all you among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom will 
see my face no more. 26 Therefore I 
testify to you this day that I am innocent 
of the blood of all of you, 27 for I did not 
shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God. 28 Take heed to your
selves and to all the flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
care for the church of God" which he 
obtained with the blood of his own 
Son."' 29 I know that after my departure 
fierce wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the flock; 3 0 and from 
amon~ your own selves will arise men 
speakm~ perverse things, to draw away 
the disciples after chem. 3 'Therefore be 
alert, remembering that for three years 
I did not cease night or day to ad-

1
;
1 

Other ancient authoritic~ add after ~emaini,,g ut Trogyl/i1m1 '"Other ancient authorities read of rhe Lord 
Greek w11h the: blood of Im Oum or w11h hu ow11 blood 
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monish every one with tears. 32And bind the man who owns this girdle and 
now I commend you to God and to the deliver him into the hands of the 
word of his grace, which is able to build Gentiles.' " 12 When we heard this, we 
you up and to give you the inheritance and the people there begged him not to 
among all those who are sanctified. 33 I go up to Jerusalem. 1.1 Then Paul 
coveted no one's silver or gold or ap- answered, "What are you doing, weep
parel. .14 You yourselves know that these ing and breaking my heart? For I am 
hands ministered to my necessities, and ready not only to be imprisoned but 
to those who were with me. 35 In all even to die at Jerusalem for the name 
things I have shown you that by so toil- of the Lord Jesus." 14And when he 
ing one must help the weak, remember- would not be persuaded, we ceased and 
ing the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, "The will of the Lord be done." 
said, 'It is more blessed to give than to 15 After these days we made ready 
receive.'" and went up to Jerusalem. 1°And some 

36 And when he had spoken thus, of the disciples from Caesare'a went 
he knelt down and prayed with them with us, bringing us to the house of 
all. _\7And they all wept and embraced Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, 
Paul and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most with whom we should lodge. 
of all because of the word he had spoken, 17 Whe.1 we had come to Jerusalem, 
that they should see his face no more. the brethren received us gladly. 18 On 
And they brought him to the ship. the following day Paul went in with us 

21 And when we had parted from to James; and all the elders were 
them and set sail, we came by a present. 19After greeting them, he 

straight course to Cos, and the next day related one by one the things that God 
to Rhodes, and from there to Pat'ara. 1· had done among the Gentiles through 
2And having found a ship crossing to his ministry. 20And when they heard 
Phoeni'cia, we went aboard, and set it, they glorified God. And they said 
sail. .\When we had come in sight of to him, "You see, brother, how many 
Cyprus, leaving it on the left we sailed thousands there are among the Jews of 
to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there those who have believed; they are all 
the ship was to unload its cargo. 4 And zealous for the law, 21 and they haw 
having sought out the disciples, we been told about you that you teach all 
stayed there for seven days. Through the Jews who are among the Gentiles 
the Spirit they told Paul not to go on to forsake Moses, telling them not to 
to Jerusalem. 'And when our days there circumcise their children or obsen-e the 
were ended, we departed and went on customs. 22 What then is to be done' 
our journey; and they all, with wives They will certainly hear that you ha,·e 
and children, brought us on our way come. 2.\ Do therefore what we tell you. 
till we were outside the city; and kneel- We have four men who are under a ,·ow; 
ing down on the beach we prayed and 24 take these men and purify yourself 
bade one another farewell. t> Then we along with them and pay their expenses, 
went on board the ship, and they so that they may sha\•e their heads. 
returned home. Thus all will know that there is nothing 

7 When we had finished the voyage in what they have been told about you 
from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolema'is; and but that you yourself live in observance 
we greeted the brethren and stayed with of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles 
them for one day. H On the morrow we who have believed, we ha,·e sent a 
departed and came to Caesare'a; and letter with our judgment that they 
we entered the house of Philip the should abstain from what has been 
evangelist, who was one of the seven, sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
and stayed with him. 9And he had four from what is strangled'' and from un
unmarried daughters, who prophesied. chastity.'' 2° Then Paul took the men, 
10 While we were staying for some days, and the next day he purified himself 
a prophet named Ag'abus came down with them and went into the temple, to 
from Judea. 11And coming to us he took give notice when the days of purification 
Paul's girdle and bound his own feet and would be fulfilled and the offering 
hands, and said, "Thus says the Holy presented for every one of them. 
Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem 27 When the seven days were almost 
r Ocher ancient aurhoricics add aud Myra !I Other early authorities omit a11d from wh<Jc is strangkd 
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completed, the Jews from Asia, who 
had seen him in the temple, stirred up 
all the crowd, and laid hands on him, 
~' crying out, "Men of Israel, help! 
This is the man who is teaching men 
everywhere against the people and the 
law and this place; moreover he also 
brought Greeks into the temple, and he 
has defiled this holy place." 29 For they 
had previously seen Troph'imus the 
Ephesian with him in the city, and they 
supposed that Paul had brought him 
111LO the temple .. 10 Then all the city was 
aroused, and the people ran together; 
they seized Paul and dragged him out 
of the temple, and at once the gates 
were shut. .llAnd as they were trying 
to kill him, word came to the tribune 
of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in 
confusion .. 12 He at once took soldiers 
and centurions, and ran down to them; 
and when they saw the tribune and the 
soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 
.1.1 Then the tribune came up and ar
rested him, and ordered him to be 
bound with two chains. He in.:iuired 
who he was and what he had done. 
.14 Some in the crowd shouted one thing, 
some another ; and as he could not learn 
the facts because of the uproar, he or
dered him to be brought into the bar
racks. 35And when he came to the steps, 
he was actually carried by the soldiers 
because of the violence of the crowd ; 
. 16 for the mob of the people followed, 
crying, "Away with him ! " 

37 As Paul was about to be brought 
into the barracks, he said to the tribune, 
"May I say something to you?" And he 
said, "Do you know Greek? 3KAre you 
not the Egyptian, then, who recently 
stirred up a revolt and led the four 
thousand men of the Assassins out into 
the wilderness?" 39 Paul replied, "I am 
a Jew, from Tarsus in Cili'cia, a citizen 
of no mean city; I beg you, let me speak 
to the people." 40And when he had 
given him leave, Paul, standing on the 
steps, motioned with his hands to the 
people; and when there was a great 
hush, he spoke to them in the Hebrew 
language, saying: 

22 "Brethren and fathers, hear the 
defense which I now make before 

you." 
2 And when they heard that he ad

dressed them in the Hebrew language, 
they were the more quiet. And he said: 
22.4-16: Acts 9.1-19; 2b.9-18; Gal 1.14. 

3 "I am a Jew, born at Tarsus in 
Cili'cia, but brought up in this city at 
the feet of Gama'liel, educated accord
ing to the strict manner of the law of 
our fathers, being zealous for God as 
you all are this day. 4 I persecuted this 
Way to the death, binding and deliver
ing to prison both men and women, 
5 as the high priest and the whole 
council of elders bear me witness. From 
them I received letters to the brethren, 
and I journeyed to Damascus to take 
those also who were there and bring 
them in bonds to Jerusalem to be 
punished. 

6 "As I made my journey and drew 
near to Damascus, about noon a great 
light from heaven suddenly shone about 
me. 7 And I fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?' BAnd I 
answered, 'Who are you, Lord?' And 
he said to me, 'I am Jesus of Nazareth 
whom you are persecuting.' 9 Now 
those who were with me saw the light 
but did not hear the voice of the one 
who was speaking to me. IOAnd I said, 
'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord 
said to me, 'Rise, and go intu Damas
cus, and there you will be told all that 
is appointed for you to do.' JI And when 
I could not see because of the bright
ness of that light, I was led by the hand 
by those who were with me, and came 
into Damascus . 

12 "And one Anani'as, a devout man 
according to the law, well spoken of by 
all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to 
me, and standing by me said to me, 
'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' And 
in that very hour I received my sight 
and saw him. 14And he said, 'The God 
of our fathers appointed you to know 
his will, to see the Just One and to hear 
a voice from his mouth; 15 for you will 
be a witness for him to all men of what 
you have seen and heard. 16And now 
why do you wait? Rise and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins, calling on his 
name.' 

17 "When I had returned to Jeru
salem and was praying in the temple, 
I fell into a trance 18 and saw him saying 
to me, 'Make haste and get quickly out 
of Jerusalem, because they will not 
accept your testimony about me.' 
19And I said, 'Lord, they themselves 
know that in every synagogue I im-
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of a ruler of your prisoned and beat those who believed 

in thee. 20And when the blood of 
Stephen thy witness was shed, I also 
was standing by and approving, and 
keeping the garments of those who 
killed him.' 21And he said to me, 'De
part; for I will send you far away to the 
Gentiles.' " 

22 Up to this word they listened to 
him; then they lifted up their voices and 
said, "Away with such a fellow from the 
earth! For he ought not to live." 23And 
as they cried out and waved their gar
ments and threw dust into the air, 24 the 
tribune commanded him to be brought 
into the barracks, and ordered him to 
be examined by scourging, to find out 
why they shouted thus against him. 
25 But when they had tied him up with 
the thongs, Paul said to the centurion 
who was standing by, "Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man who is a Roman 
citizen, and uncondemned?" 26 When 
the centurion heard that, he went to the 
tribune and said to him, "What are you 
abour to do? For this man is a Roman 
citizen." 27 So the tribune came and 
said to him, "Tell me, are you a Roman 
citizen?" And he said, "Yes." 28 The 
tribune answered, "I bought this citi
zenship for a large sum." Paul said, 
"But I was born a citizen." 29 So those 
who were about to examine him with
drew from him instantly; and the 
tribune also was afraid, for he realized 
that Paul was a Roman citizen and that 
he had bound him. 

30 But on the morrow, desiring to 
know the real reason why the Jews 
accused him, he unbound him, and 
commanded the chief priests and all the 
council to meet, and he brought Paul 
down and set him before them. 

23 And Paul, looking intently at the 
council, said, "Brethren, I have 

lived before God in all good conscience 
up to this day.'' 2And the high priest 
Anani'as commanded those who stood 
by him to strike him on the mouth. 
3 Then Paul said to him, "God shall 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are 
you sitting to judge me according to the 
law, and yet contrary to the law you 
order me to be struck?" 4 Those who 
stood by said, "Would you revile God's 
high priest?" 'And Paul said, "I did not 
know, brethren, that he was the high 
priest; for it is written, 'You shall 
23.5: Ex 22.28. 

not speak evil 
people.'" 

6 But when Paul perceived that one 
part were Sad'ducees and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council 
"Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of 
Pharisees; with respect to the hope and 
the resurrection of the dead I am on 
trial." 7 And when he had said this, a 
dissension arose between the Pharisees 
and the Sad'ducees; and the assembl\' 
was divided. 8 For the Sad'ducees sa\· 
that there is no resurrection, nor angei, 
nor spirit; but the Pharisees acknowl
edge them all. 9 Then a great clamor 
arose; and some of the scribes of the 
Pharisees' party stood up and con
tended, "We find nothing wrong in this 
man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke 
to him?" 10And when the dissension 
became violent, the tribune, afraid that 
Paul would be torn in pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and 
take him by force from among them 
and bring him into the barracks. 

11 The following night the Lord 
stood by him and said, "Take courage, 
for as you have testified about me at 
Jerusalem, so you must bear witness 
also at Rome." 

12 When it was day, the Jews made a 
plot and bound themselves by an oath 
neither to eat nor drink till they had 
killed Paul. U There were more than 
forty who made this conspiracy. l~And 
they went to the chief priests and elders, 
and said, "We have strictly bound our
selves by an oath to taste no food till we 
have killed Paul. 15 You therefore, along 
with the council, give notice now to the 
tribune to bring him down to you, as 
though you were going to determine his 
case more exactly. And we are ready to 
kill him before he comes near." 

16 Now the son of Paul's sister heard 
of their ambush; so he went and entered 
the barracks and told Paul. 1-A.nd Paul 
called one of the centurions and said. 
"Take this young man to the tribune; 
for he has something to tell him." 11\ So 
he took him and brought him to the 
tribune and said, "Paul the prisoner 
called me and asked me to bring this 
young man to you, as he has something 
to say to you." 19 The tribune took him 
by the hand, and going aside asked him 
privately, "What is it that you have to 
tell me?" 20And he said, "The Jews 
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have agreed to ask you to bring Paul Tertul'lus. They laid before the gover
down to the council tomorrow, as nor their case against Paul; 2 and when 
though they were going to inquire some- he was called, Tertul'lus began to 
whar more closely about him. 21 But do accuse him, saying: 
not yield to them; for more than forry "Since through you we enjoy much 
of rheir men lie in ambush for him, peace, and since by your provision, most 
having bound themselves by an oath excellent Felix, reforms are introduced 
ncirher to eat nor drink till they have on behalf of this nation, 3 in every way 
killed him; and now rhey are ready, and everywhere we accept this with all 
wairing for the promise from you." gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no 
22 So the tribune dismissed the young further, I beg you in your kindness to 
man, charging him, "Tell no one that hear us briefly. s For we have found 
you have informed me of this." this man a pestilent fellow, an agitator 

23 Then he called two of the cen- among all the Jews throughout the 
turions and said, "At the third hour of world, and a ringleader of the sect of 
the night get ready two hundred soldiers the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to pro
with seventy horsemen and two hun- fane the temple, but we seized him.' 
dred spearmen to go as far as Caesare'a. B By examining him yourself you will 
24Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, be able to learn from him about every
and bring him safely to Felix the gover- thing of which we accuse him." 
nor." 25And he wrote a letter to this 9 The Jews also joined in the charge, 
effect: affirming that all this was so. 

26 "Claudius Lys'ias to his Excel- 10 And when the governor had mo-
lency the governor Felix, greeting. tioned to him to speak, Paul replied: 
21 This man was seized by the Jews, "Realizing that for many years you 
and was about to be killed by them, have been judge over this nation, I 
when I came upon them with the sol- cheerfully make my defense. ''As you 
diers and rescued him, having learned may ascertain, it is not more than twelve 
that he was a Roman citizen. 2BAnd days since I went up to worship at Jeru
desiring to know the charge on which salem; 12 and they did not find me dis
they accused him, I brought him down puring with any one or stirring up a 
to their council. 29 I found that he was crowd, either in the temple or in the syna
accused about questions of their law, gogues, or in the city. 13 Neither can 
but charged with nothing deserving_ they prove to you what they now bring 
death or imprisonment. 30And when it up against me. 14 But this I admit to 
was disclosed to me that there would be you, that according to the Way, which 
a plot against the man, I sent him to they call a sect, I worship the God of 
you at once, ordering his accusers also our fathers, believing everything laid 
to state before you what they have down by the law or written in the 
against him." prophets, IS having a hope in God 

31 So the soldiers, according to their which these themselves accept, that 
instructions, took Paul and brought him there will be a resurrection of both the 
by nighr to Antip'atris. 32And on the just and the unjust. 16 So I always take 
morrow they returned to the barracks, pains to have a clear conscience toward 
leaving the horsemen to go on with him. God and toward men. 17 Now after 
33 When they came to Caesare'a and some years I came to bring to my nation 
delivered the letter to the governor, they ahns and offerings. IHAs I was doing 
presented Paul also before him. 34 On this, they found me purified in the 
reading the letter, he asked to what temple, without any crowd or tumult. 
province he belonged. When he learned But some Jews from Asia-19 they 
that he was from Cili'cia 35 he said, "I ought to be here before you and to make 
will hear you when your accusers an accusation, if they have anything 
arrive." And he commanded him to be against me. 20 Or else let these men 
guarded in Herod's praetorium. themselves say what wrongdoing they 

24 And after five days the high found when I stood before the council, 
priest Anani'as came down with 21 except this one thing which I cried 

some elders and a spokesman, one out while standing among them, 'With 
: Olher ancient .authoritie~ add at1d we would have judged him accordi'!f to our law. 1 But the chief captain Lysias 

rnme and with great violence took him ou1 of our hands, 11 commarrdmg his accusers to come before you. 



ACTS 24 138 Paul appeals to Caesar 
respect to the resurrection of the dead standing before Caesar's tribunal, where 
I am on trial before you this day.' " I ought to be tried; to the Jews I have 

22 But Felix, having a rather accu- done no wrong, as you know very well. 
rate knowledge of the Way, put them 11 If then I am a wrongdoer, and have 
off, saying, "When Lys'ias the tribune committed anything for which I de
comes down, I will decide your case." serve to die, I do not seek to escape 
23 Then he gave orders to the centurion death; but if there is nothing in their 
that he should be kept in custody but charges against me, no one can give me 
should have some liberty, and that none up to them. I appeal to Caesar." 
of his friends should be prevented from 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred 
attending to his needs. with his council, answered, "You have 

24 After some days Felix came with appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you shall 
his wife Drusil'la, who was a Jewess; go." 
and he sent for Paul and heard him 13 Now when some days had passed, 
speak upon faith in Christ Jesus. 25And Agrippa the king and Berni'ce arrived 
as he argued about justice and self- at Caesare'a to welcome Festus. 14And 
control and future judgment, Felix was as they stayed there many days, Festus 
alarmed and said, "Go away for the laid Paul's case before the king, saying, 
present; when I have an opportunity "There is a man left prisoner by Felix; 
I will summon you." 26At the same tiJne IS and when I was at Jerusalem, the 
he hoped that money would be given chief priests and the elders of the Jews 
him by Paul. So he sent for him often gave information about him, asking for 
and conversed with him. 27 But when sentence against him. 16 I answered 
two years had elapsed, Felix was sue- them that it was not the custom of the 
ceeded by Porcius Festus; and desiring Romans to give up any one before the 
to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul accused met the accusers face to face, 
in prison. and had opportunity to make !tis defense 

25 Now when Festus had come into concerning the charge laid against him. 
his province, after three days he 17 When therefore they came together 

went up to Jerusalem from Caesare'a. here, I made no delay, but on the next 
2And the chief priests and the principal day took my seat on the tribunal and 
men of the Jews informed him against ordered the man to be brought in. 
Paul; and they urged him, 3 asking as 18 When the accusers stood up, they 
a favor to have the man sent to J eru- brought no charge in his case of such 
salem, planning an ambush to kill him evils as I supposed; IY but they had cer
on the way. 4 Festus replied that Paul tain points of dispute with him about 
was being kept at Caesare'a, and that their own superstition and about one 
he himself intended to go there shortly. Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul 
s "So," said he, "let the men of asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a loss 
authority among you go down with me, how to investigate these questions. I 
and if there is anything wrong about asked whether he wished to go to Jeru
the man, let them accuse him." salem and be tried there regarding them. 

6 When he had stayed among them 21 But when Paul had appealed to be 
not more than eight or ten days, he kept in custody for the decision of the 
went down to Caesare'a; and the next emperor, I commanded him to be held 
day he took his seat on the tribunal and until I could send him to Caesar." 
ordered Paul to be brought. 7And when 22And Agrippa said to Festus, "I should 
he had come, the Jews who had gone like to hear the man mvself." "Tomor
down from Jerusalem stood about him, row," said he, "you shall hear him." 
bringing against him many serious 23 So on the morrow Agrippa and 
charges which they could not prove. Berni'ce came with great pomp. and 
8 Paul said in his defense, "Neither they entered the audience hall with the 
against the law of the Jews, nor against military tribunes and the prominent 
the temple, nor against Caesar have I men of the citv. Then bv command of 
offended at all." Y But Festus, wishing Festus Paul was brought in. 24And 
to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, Festus said, "King Agrippa and all who 
"Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem, are present with us, you see this man 
and there be tried on these charges about whom the whole Jewish people 
before me?" 10 But Paul said, "I am petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and 
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here, shouting that he ought not to live ground, I heard a voice saying to me in 
any longer. 25 But I found that he had the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why 
done nothing deserving death; and as do you persecute me? It hurts you to 
he himself appealed to the emperor, I kick against the goads.' ISAnd I said, 
decided to send him. 2o But I have 'Who arc you, Lord?' And the Lord 
nothing definite to write to my lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are perse
about him. Therefore I have brought curing. lo But rise and stand upon your 
him before you, and, especially before feet; for I have appeared to you for this 
you, King Agrippa, that, after we have purpose, to appoint you to serve and 
examined him, I may have something bear witness to the things in which you 
to write. 2 7 For it seems to me unreason- have seen me and to those in which I 
able, in sending a prisoner, not to indi- will appear to you, 17 delivering you 
cate the charges against him." from the people and from the Gentiles 

26 Agrippa said to Paul, "You have -to whom I send you 18 to open their 
permission to speak for yourself." eyes, that they may turn from darkness 

Then Paul stretched out his hand and to light and from the power of Satan to 
made his defense: God, that they may receive forgiveness 

2 "I think myself fortunate that it is of sins and a place among those who 
before you, King Agrippa, I am to make are sanctified by faith in me.' 
my defense today against all the accusa- 19 "Wherefore, 0 King Agrippa, I 
tions of the Jews, -1 because you are was not disobedient to the heavenly 
especially familiar with all customs and vision, 20 but declared first to those at 
controversies of the Jews; therefore I Damascus, then at Jerusalem and 
beg you to listen to me patiently. throughout all the country of Judea, 

4 "My manner of life from my and also to the Gentiles, that they 
youth, spent from the beginning among should repent and turn to God and per
my own nation and at Jerusalem, is form deeds worthy of their repentance. 
known by all the Jews. s They have 21 For this reason the Jews seized me in 
known for a long time, if they are willing the temple and tried to kill me. 22 To 
to testify, that according to the strictest this day I have had the help that comes 
party of our religion I have lived as a from God, and so I stand here testifying 
Pharisee. 0And now I stand here on both to small and great, saying nothing 
trial for hope in the promise made by but what the prophets and Moses said 
God to our fathers, 7 to which our would come to pass: 2.1 that the Christ 
twelve tribes hope to attain, as they must suffer, and that, by being the first 
earnestly worship night and day. And to rise from the dead, he would pro
for this hope I am accused by Jews, claim light both to the people and to 
0 king! 8 Why is it thought incredible the Gentiles." 
by any of you that God raises the dead? 24 And as he thus made his defense, 

9 "I myself was convinced that I Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, 
ought to do many things in opposing you are mad; your great learning is 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. IOAnd turning you mad." 25 But Paul said, 
I did so in Jerusalem; I not only shut "I am not mad, most excellent Festus, 
up many of the saints in prison, by but I am speaking the sober truth. 
authority from the chief priests, but 26 For the king knows about these 
when they were put to death I cast my things, and to him I speak freely; for 
vote against them. 1 lAnd I punished I am persuaded that none of these 
them often in all the synagogues and things has escaped his notice, for this 
tried to make them blaspheme; and in was not done in a corner. 27 King 
raging fury against them, I persecuted Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? 
them even to foreign cities. I know that you believe." 28And Agrip-

12 "Thus I journeyed to Damascus pa said to Paul, "In a short time you 
with the authority and commission of think to make me a Christian!" 29And 
the chief priests. L1At midday, 0 king, Paul said, "Whether short or long, I 
I saw on the way a light from heaven, would to God that not only you but 
brighter than the sun, shining round me also all who hear me this day might 
and those who journeyed with me. become such as I am--except for these 
14And when we had all fallen to the chains." 
26.9-18: Acts 9 1-B; 22.4-16. 26.16-17: Ezck 2.1, 3. 26.18: Is 42.7, 16. 
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30 Then the king rose, and the gov- called the northeaster, struck down 

crnor and Berni' cc and those who were from the land; 15 and when the ship was 
sitting with them; .II and when they had caught and could not face the wind, we 
withdrawn, they said to one another, gave way to it and were driven. loAnd 
"This man is doing nothing to deserve running under the Ice of a small island 
death or imprisonment." J2And Agrippa called Cauda," we managed with diffi
said to Festus, "This man could have culty to secure the boat; 17 after hoisting 
been sc,t, free if he had not appealed to it up, they took measures'· to undcrgird 
Caesar. the ship; then, fearing that they should 

27 And when it was decided that run on the Syr'tis, they lowered the 
we should sail for Italy, they de- gear, and so were driven. IXAs we were 

livered Paul and some other prisoners violently storm-tossed, they began next 
to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, day to throw the cargo overboard; 
named Julius. 2And embarking in a ship l<J and the third day they cast out with 
of Adramyt'tium, which was about to their own hands the tackle of the ship. 
sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, 211And when neither sun nor stars ap
we put to sea, accompanied by Aristar'- peared for many a day, and no small 
chus, a Macedo'nian from Thessalo- tempest lay on us, all hope of our being 
ni'ca. ·1 The next day we put in at saved was at last abandoned. 
Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, 21 As they had been long without 
and gave him leave to go to his friends food, Paul then came forward among 
and be cared for. 4And putting to sea them and said, "Men, you should have 
from there we sailed under the lee of listened to me, and should not have set 
Cyprus, because the winds were against sail from Crete and incurred this injury 
us. 5And when we had sailed across the and loss. 22 I now bid you take heart; 
sea which is off Cili'cia and Pamphyl'ia, for there will be no loss of life among 
we came to Myra in Ly'cia. o There the you, but only of the ship. 2.1 For this 
centurion found a ship of Alexandria very night there stood by me an angel 
sailing for Italy, and put us on board. of the God to whom I belong and whom 
7 We sailed slowly for a number of days, I worship, 24 and he said, 'Do not be 
and arrived with difficulty off Cni'dus, afraid, Paul; you must stand before 
and as the wind did not allow us to go Caesar; and lo, God has granted you 
on, we sailed under the lee of Crete off all those who sail with you.' 25 So take 
Salmo'ne. 8 Coasting along it with dif- heart, men, for I have faith in God that 
ficulty, we came to a place called Fair it will be exactly as I have been told. 
Havens, near which was the city of 26 But we shall have to run on some 
Lase'a. island." 

9 As much time had been lost, and 27 When the fourteenth night had 
the voyage was already dangerous be- come, as we were drifting across the sea 
cause the fast had already gone by, Paul of A'dria, about midnight the sailors 
advised them, 10 saying, "Sirs, I per- suspected that they were nearing land. 
ceive that the voyage will be with injury 28 So they sounded and found twenty 
and much loss, not only of the cargo and fathoms; a little farther on they sounded 
the ship, but also of our lives." 11 But again and found fifteen fathoms. 29And 
the centurion paid more attention to the fearing that we might run on the rocks, 
captain and to the owner of the ship they let out four anchors from the stern, 
than to what Paul said. 12And because and prayed for day to come. JOAnd as 
the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the sailors were seeking to escape from 
the majority advised to put to sea from the ship, and had lowered the boat 
there, on the chance that somehow they into the sea, under pretense of laying 
could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, out anchors from the bow, ·11 Paul said 
looking northeast and southeast," and to the centurion and the soldiers, "Un
wintcr there. less these men stay in the ship, you 

13 And when the south wmd blew cannot be saved." J2 Then the soldiers 
gently, supposing that they had ob- cut away the ropes of the boat, and 
tained their purpose, they weighed let it go. 
anchor and sailed along Crete, close in- 33 As day was about to dawn, Paul 
shore. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, urged them all to take some food, say-

11 Or rn111hwn1 amJ "orthwf1l 11 Other ancient authorities read Claud<.1 r Greek hdps 
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ing, "Today is the fourteenth day that and saw no misfortune come to him, 
you have continued in suspense and they changed their minds and said that 
without food, having taken nothing. he was a god . 
.l4 Therefore I urge you to take some 7 Now in the neighborhood of that 
food; it will give you strength, since not place were lands belonging to the chief 
a hair is to perish from rhe head of any man of rhe island, named Publius, who 
of you." 3SAnd when he had said chis, received us and entertained us hospica
he rook bread, and giving thanks co God bly for three days. K It happened chat 
in the presence of all he broke ir and the father of Publius lay sick with fever 
began to eat. 36 Then they all were en- and dysentery; and Paul visited him 
couraged and ate some food themselves. and prayed, and putting his hands on 
37 (We were in all two hundred and him healed him. 9And when this had 
~cvcnty-sixd persons in the ship.) 38And taken place, the rest of the people on the 
when they had eaten enough, they island who had diseases also came and 
lighcened rhe ship, throwing our rhe were cured. 10 They presented many 
wheat in co the sea. gifts co us ;f and when we sailed, 

39 Now when ir was day, rhey did Chey puc on board wharever we 
not recognize rhe land, but rhey noticed needed. 
a bay wich a beach, on which they 11 After rhree months we sec sail in 
planned if possible co bring the ship a ship which had wintered in the island, 
ashore. 40 So rhey case off the anchors a ship of Alexandria, with the Twin 
and lcfc them in the sea, at the same Brothers as figurehead. 12 Purting in at 
rime loosening the ropes char tied rhe Syracuse, we scayed there for three 
rudders; then hoisting the foresail to days. 13And from there we made a 
the wind they made for the beach. circuit and arrived at Rhe'gium; and 
41 But striking a shoal' they ran rhe afcer one day a south wind sprang up, 
vessel aground; rhe bow stuck and re- and on the second day we came to 
mained immovable, and the stem was Pure'oli. 14 There we found brethren, 
broken up by rhe surf. 42 The soldiers' and were invired co scay with chem for 
plan was to kill the prisoners, Iese any seven days. And so we came to Rome. 
should swim away and escape; 43 bur ISAnd the brethren there, when they 
the centurion, wishing to save Paul, heard of us, came as far as rhe Forum 
kepl chem from carrying our cheir pur- of Ap'pius and Three Taverns to meet 
pose. He ordered those who could swim us. On seeing them Paul rhanked God 
to throw themselves overboard first and and took courage. l6And when we came 
make for the land, 44 and the rest on into Rome, Paul was allowed to sray by 
planks or on pieces of the ship. And so himself, with the soldier thar guarded 
it was that all escaped to land. him. 

28 Afrer we had escaped, we then 17 After three days he called togecher 
learned thar the island was called the local leaders of the Jews; and when 

Malta. 2And the natives showed us they had gathered, he said to chem, 
unusual kindness, for they kindled a "Brethren, though I had done nothing 
fire and welcomed us all, because it had against the people or the customs of our 
begun to rain and was cold. 3 Paul had fathers, yet I was delivered prisoner 
gachered a bundle of sricks and pul from Jerusalem into the hands of rhe 
chem on the fire, when a viper came out Romans. 18 When they had examined 
hecause of rhe heat and fastened on his me, they wished to set me at liberty, 
hand. 4 When the natives saw the crea- because there was no reason for the 
ture hanging from his hand, they said death penalty in my case. 19 But when 
to one anocher, "No doubt this man is the Jews objected, I was compelled co 
a murderer. Though he has escaped appeal to Caesar-though I had no 
from the sea, justice has nor allowed him charge to bring against my nation. 
to live." 5 He, however, shook off the 20 For this reason therefore I have 
creature into rhe fire and suffered no asked to see you and speak with you, 
harm. 6 They waited, expecting him to since it is because of the hope of Israel 
swell up or suddenly fall down dead ; that I am bound with this chain." 
but when they had waited a long time 21And they said to him, "We have 
d Other ancient authorities read seventy-six or about se11mty-sii t Greek place of two seas 
I Or honored u1 with mL111y honors 
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You shall indeed hear but never 

understand, 
received no letters from Judea about 
you, and none of the brethren coming 
here has reported or spoken any evil 
about you. 22 But we desire to hear from 
you what your views are; for with 
regard to this sect we know that every
where it is spoken against." 

23 When they had appointed a day 
for him, they came to him at his lodging 
in great numbers. And he expounded 
the matter to them from morning till 
evening, testifying to the kingdom of 
God and trying to convince them about 
Jesus both from the law of Moses and 
from the prophets. 24And some were 
convinced by what he said, while others 
disbelieved. 25 So, as they disagreed 
among themselves, they departed, after 
Paul had made one statement: "The 
Holy Spirit was right in saying to your 
fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 
26 'Go to this people, and say, 

and you shall indeed see but never 
perceive. 

27 For this people's heart has grown 
dull, 

and their ears are heavy of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; 
lest they should perceive with their 

eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their hean, 
and tum for me to heal them.' 

28 Let it be known to you then that this 
salvation of God has been sent to the 
Gentiles; they will listen."" 

30 And he lived there two whole 
years at his own expense," and wel
comed all who came to him, 31 preach
ing the kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ quite 
openly and unhindered. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

ROMANS 

1 Paul, a servant" of Jes us Christ, 
called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God 2 which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning 
his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 4 and 
designated Son of God in power ac
cording to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, S through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of his name among all the na
tions, 6 including yourselves who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ; 

7 To all God's beloved in Rome, who 
are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, I thank my God through 

Jesus Christ for all of you, because your 
faith is proclaimed in all the world. 
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I mention you al
ways in my prayers, IO asking that 
somehow by God's will I may now at 
last succeed in coming to you. 11 For 
I long to see you, that I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you, 12 that is, that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other's faith, both 
yours and mine. 13 I want you to know, 
brethren, that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap 
some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am 
under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish: 15 so I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
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16 For I am nor ashamed of the boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 

gospel: it is the power of God for salva- to parents, JI foolish, faithless, heartless, 
tion to every one who has faith, to the ruthless. J2 Though they know God's 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in decree that those who do such things 
it the righteousness of God is revealed deserve to die, they not only do them 
through faith for faith; as it is written, but approve those who practice them. 
"He who through faith is righteous 2 Therefore you have no excuse, 0 
shall live."'' man, whoever you are, when you 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed judge another; for in passing judgment 
from heaven against all ungodliness and upon him you condemn yourself, be
wickedness of men who by their wicked- cause you, the judge, are doing the very 
ness suppress the truth. 19 For what can same things. 2 We know that the judg
be known about God is plain to them, ment of God rightly falls upon those 
because God has shown it to them. who do such things. J Do you suppose, 
20 Ever since the creation of the world 0 man, that when you judge those who 
his invisible nature, namely, his eternal do such things and yet do them yourself, 
power and deity, has been clearly per- you will escape the judgment of God? 
ceived in the things that have been 4 Or do you presume upon the riches of 
made. So they are without excuse; his kindness and forbearance and 
21 for although they knew God they patience? Do you not know that God's 
did not honor him as God or give kindness is meant to lead you to re
thanks to him, but they became futile in pentance? s But by your hard and im
their thinking and their senseless minds penitent heart you are Ste.ring up 
were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
they became fools, n and exchanged the when God's righteous judgment will be 
glory of the immortal God for images revealed. 6 For he will render to every 
resembling mortal man or birds or man according to his works: 7 to those 
animals or reptiles. who by patience in well-doing seek for 

24 Therefore God gave them up in glory and honor and immortality, he 
the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to will give eternal life; 8 but for those who 
the dishonoring of their bodies among are factious and do not obey the truth, 
themselves, 25 because they exchanged but obey wickedness, there will be 
the truth about God for a lie and wor- wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribula
shiped and served the creature rather tion and distress for every human being 
than the Creator, who is blessed for who does evil, the Jew first and also the 
ever! Amen. Greek, Io but glory and honor and 

26 For this reason God gave them peace for every one who does good, the 
up to dishonorable passions. Their Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For 
women exchanged natural relations for God shows no partiality. 
unnatural, 27 and the men likewise gave 12 All who have sinned without the 
up natural relations with women and law will also perish without the law, and 
were consumed with passion for one all who have sinned under the law will 
another, men committing shameless be judged by the law. D For it is not the 
acts with men and receiving in their hearers of the law who are righteous 
own persons the due penalty for their before God, but the doers of the law 
error. who will be justified. 14 When Gentiles 

28 And since they did not see fit to who have not the law do by nature what 
acknowledge God, God gave them up to the law requires, they are a law to them
a base mind and to improper conduct. selves, even though they do not have the 
24 They were filled with all manner of law. IS They show that what the law 
wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. requires is written on their hearts, 
Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, while their conscience also bears witness 
malignity, they are gossips, .10 slander- and their conflicting thoughts accuse or 
ers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, perhaps excuse them 16 on that day 
11 Or Th~ 11i:l11roio ~hall live by fairh 
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ROMANS 2 144 Righteousness through faith 
"That thou mayest be justified in thy 

words, 
when, according to my gospel, God 
judges the secrets of men by Christ 
Jesus. 

17 But if you call yourself a Jew and 
rely upon the law and boast of your 
relation to God 18 and know his will and 
approve what is excellent, because you 
are instructed in the law, 19 and if you 
are sure that you are a guide to the 
blind, a light to those who are in dark
ness, 20 a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of children, having in the law 
the embodiment of knowledge and 
truth- 21 you then who teach others, 
will you not teach yourself? While you 
preach against stealing, do you steal? 
22 You who say that one must not com
mit adultery, do you commit adultery? 
You who abhor idols, do you rob tem
ples? 23 You who boast in the law, do 
you dishonor God by breaking the law? 
24 For, as it is written, "The name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gen
tiles because of you." 

25 Circumcision indeed is of value if 
you obey the law; but if you break the 
law, your circumcision becomes uncir
cumcision. 26 So, if a man who is un
circumcised keeps the precepts of the 
law, will not his uncircumcision be re
garded as circumcision? 27 Then those 
who are physically uncircumcised but 
keep the law will condemn you who 
have the written code and circumcision 
but break the law. 28 For he is not a real 
Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true 
circumcision something external and 
physical. 29 He is a Jew who is one in
wardly, and real circumcision is a 
matter of the heart, spiritual and not 
literal. His praise is not from men but 
from God. 

3 Then what advantage has the Jew? 
Or what is the value of circum

cision? 2 Much in every way. To begin 
with, the Jews are entrusted with 
the oracles of God. 3 What if some 
were unfaithful? Does their faithless
ness nullify the faithfulness of God? 
4 By no means ! Let God be true 
though every man be false, as it is 
written, 

and prevail when thou art judged." 
s But if our wickedness serves to show 
the justice of God, what shall we say? 
That God is unjust to inflict wrath on 
us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no 
means! For then how could God judge 
the world? 7 But if through my false
hood God's truthfulness abounds to his 
glory, why am I still being condemned 
as a sinner? 8And why not do evil that 
good may come?-as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. 
Their condemnation is just. 

9 What then? Are we J eW1'i any better 
off?c No, not at all; for Id have already 
charged that all men, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under the power of sin, 
10 as it is written: 

"None is righteous, no, not one; 
ll no one understands, no one seeks for 

God. 
12 All have turned aside, together they 

have gone wrong; 
no one does good, not even one." 

13 "Their throat is an open grave, 
they use their tongues to deceive." 
"The venom of asps is under their 

lips." 
14 "Their mouth is full of cllf1;es and 

bitterness." 
IS "Their feet are swift to shed blood, 
16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 
l 7 and the way of peace they do not 

know." 
l 8 "There is no fear of God before their 

eyes." 
19 Now we know that whate\·er the 

law says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God. 20 For no 
human being will be justified in his 
sight by works of the law, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God 
has been manifested apart from law, 
although the law and the prophets bear 
witness to it, Z! the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no dis-

c Or al .:.in_y disadvaritagc? d Greek we 
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Promise depends on faith 145 ROMANS 4 
tinction; 23 since all have sinned and reckoned to Abraham as righteousness. 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 they 10 How then was it reckoned to him? 
are justified by his grace as a gift, Was it before or after he had been cir
through the redemption which is in cumcised? It was not after, but before 
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward he was circumcised. 11 He received 
as an expiation by his blood, to be re- circumcision as a sign or seal of the 
ceived by faith. This was to show God's righteousness which he had by faith 
righteousness, because in his divine while he was still uncircumcised. The 
forbearance he had passed over former purpose was to make him the father of 
sins; 26 it was to prove at the present all who belic•:e without being circum
time that he himself is righteous and cised and who thus have righreousness 
that he justifies him who has faith in reckoned to them, le and likewise the 
Jesus. father of the circumcised who are not 

27 Then what becomes of our boast- merely circumcised but also follow the 
ing? It is excluded. On what principle? example of the faith which our father 
On the principle of works? No, but on Abraham had before he was circum
the principle of faith. 28 For we hold cised. 
that a man is justified by faith apart 13 The promise to Abraham and his 
from works of law. 29 Or is God the descendants, that they should inherit 
God of Jews only? Is be not the God of the world, did not come through the law 
Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, but through the righteousness of faith. 
30 since God is one; and he will justify 14 If it is the adherents of the law who 
the circumcised on the ground of their are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
faith and the uncircumcised through promise is void. IS For the law brings 
their faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the wrath, but where there is no law there is 
law by this faith? By no means! On the no transgre%ion. 
contrary, we uphold the law. 16 That is why it depends on faith, 

4 What then shall we say about' in order that the promise may rest on 
Abraham, our forefather according grace and be guaranteed to all his de

to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was scendants-not only to the adherents of 
justified by works, he has something to the law but also to those who share the 
boast about, but not before God. 3 For faith of Abraham, for he is the father of 
what does the scripture say? "Abraham us all, 17 as it is written, "I have made 
believed God, and it was reckoned to you the father of many nations"-in the 
him as righteousness." 4 Now to one pres.:nce of the God in whom he be
who works, his wages are not reckoned lieved, who gives life to the dead and 
as a gift but as his due. ·'And to one who calls into existence the things that do 
does not work but trusts him who justi- not exist. 18 In hope he believed against 
fies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as hope, that he should become the father 
righteousness. 6 So also David pro- of many nations; as he had been told, 
nounces a blessing upon the man to "So shall your descendants be." 19 He 
whom God reckons righteousness apart did not weaken in faith when he con
from works: sidered his own body, which was as 

7 "Blessed are those whose iniquities good as dead because he was about a 
are forgiven, and whose sins are hundred years old, or when he con
covered; sidered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 

8 blessed is the man against whom 20 No distrust made him waver conct:rn
the Lord will not reckon his ing the promise of God, but he grew 
sin." strong in his faith as he gave glory to 

9 Is this blessing pronounced only God, ~1 fully convinced that God was 
upon the circumcised, or also upon the able to do what he had promised. 
uncircumcised? We say that faith was 22 That is why his faith was "reckoned 
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ROMANS 4 146 New lzfe in Christ 
to him as righteousness." 23 But the 
words, "it was reckoned to him," were 
written not for his sake alone, 24 but for 
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him that raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, 25 who was put to death 
for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification. 

5 Therefore, since we are justified 
by faith, we! have peace with God 

through our Lord Jes us Christ. 
2 Through him we have obtained ac
cess" to this grace in which we stand, 
and we'' rejoice in our hope of sharing 
the glory of God. l More than that, we" 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and en
durance produces character, and char
acter produces hope, s and hope does 
not disappoint us, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us. 

6 While we were still weak, at the 
right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Why, one will hardly die for a right
eous man-though perhaps for a good 
man one will dare even to die. 8 But 
God shows his love for us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 
9 Since, therefore, we are now justified 
by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 
10 For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 
11 Not only so, but we also rejoice in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received 
our reconciliation. 

12 Therefore as sin came into the 
world through one man and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all men sinned-I J sin 
indeed was in the world before the law 
was given, but sin is not counted where 
there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sins were not like the trans
gression of Adam, who was a type of the 
one who was to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if many died through one 
man's trespass, much more have the 
grace of God and the free gift in the 
grace of that one man Jesus Christ 
abounded for many. I6And the free gift 
is not like the effect of that one man's 
sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the 
free gift following many trespasses 
brings justification. 17 If, because of one 
man's trespass, death reigned through 
that one man, much more will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and 
t_he free gift of righteousness reign in 
life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

18 Then as one man's trespass led to 
condemnation for all men, so one man's 
act of righteousness leads to acquittal 
and life for all men. I'> For as by one 
man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by one man's obedience 
many will be made righteous. 20 Law 
came in, to increase the trespass; but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all 
the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in 
death, grace also might reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

6 What shall we say then? Are we 
to continue in sin that grace mav 

abound? 2 By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it? ! Do 
you not know that all of us who ha\·e 
been baptized into Christ Jes us were 
baptized into his death? ~We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness 
of life. 

5 For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we shall cer
tainly be united with him in a resur
rection like his. 6 We know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the 
sinful body might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslan:d to sin. 
7 For he who has died is freed from 
sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also li\·e with 
him. " For we know that Christ being 
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Purpose of the law 147 ROMANS 7 
raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. IO The death he died he died 
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives 
he lives to God. 11 So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13 Do not yield your members 
to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 
yield yourselves to God as men who 
have been brought from death to life, 
and your members to God as instru
ments of righteousness. 14 For sin will 
have no dominion over you, since you 
are not under law but under grace. 

15 What then? Axe we to sin because 
we are not under law but under grace? 
By no means! 16 Do you not know that 
if you yield yourselves to any one as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God, that you who were 
once slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the standard of teach
ing to which you were committed, 
18 and, having been set free from sin, 
have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I 
am speaking in human terms, because 
of your natural limitations. For just as 
you once yielded your members to im
purity and to greater and greater in
iquity, so now yield your members to 
righteousness for sanctification. 

20 When you were slaves of sin, you 
were free in regard to righteousness. 
21 But then what return did you get from 
the things of which you are now 
ashamed? The end of those things is 
death. 22 But now that you have been 
set free from sin and have become slaves 
of God, the return you get is sanctifica
tion and its end, eternal life. 23 For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

7 Do you not know, brethren-for 
I am speaking to those who know 

the law-that the law is binding on a 
person only during his life? 2 Thus a 
married woman is bound by law to her 

husband as long as he lives; but if her 
husband dies she is discharged from the 
law concerning the husband. 3Accord
ingly, she will be called an adulteress if 
she lives with another man while her 
husband is alive. But if her husband dies 
she is free from that law, and if she 
marries another man she is not an 
adulteress. 

4 Likewise, my brethren, you have 
died to the law through the body of 
Christ, so that you may belong to an
other, to him who has been raised from 
the dead in order that we may bear fruit 
for God. s While we were living in the 
flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by 
the law, were at work in our members 
to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we 
are discharged from the law, dead to 
that which held us captive, so that we 
serve not under the old written code but 
in the new life of the Spirit. 

7 What then shall we say? That the 
law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had 
not been for the law, I should not have 
known sin. I should not have known 
what it is to covet if the law had not 
said, "You shall not covet." B But sin, 
finding opportunity in the command
ment, wrought in me all kinds of 
covetousness. Apart from the law sin 
lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from 
the law, but when the commandment 
came, sin revived and I died; IO the very 
commandment which promised life 
proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, 
finding opportunity in the command
ment, deceived me and by it killed me. 
12 So the law is holy, and the command
ment is holy and just and good. 

13 Did that which is good, then, 
bring death to me? By no means! It 
was sin, working death in me through 
what is good, in order that sin might be 
shown to be sin, and through the com
mandment might become sinful beyond 
measure. 14 We know that the law is 
spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under 
sin. 15 I do not understand my own 
actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now 
if I do what I do not want, I agree that 
the law is good. 17 So then it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin which dwells 
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ROMANS 7 148 Life in the Spirit 
within me. 18 For I know that nothing sin, your spmts are alive because of 
good dwells within me, that is, in my righteousness. II If the Spirit of him 
flesh. I can will what is right, but I can- who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
not do it. 19 For I do not do the good I in ypu, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
want, but the evil I do not want is what the dead will give life to your mortal 
I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not bodies also through his Spirit which 
want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin dwells in you. 
which dwells within me. 12 So then, brethren, we are debtors, 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I not to the flesh, to live according to the 
want to do right, evil lies close at hand. flesh-LI for if you live according to the 
22 For I delight in the law of God, in my flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
inmost self, 23 but I see in my members you put to death the deeds of the body 
another law at war with the law of my you will live. 14 For all who arc led by 
mind and making me captive to the law the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
of sin which dwells in my members. IS For you did not receive the spirit of 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
deliver me from this body of death? have received the spirit of sonship. 
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16 it is 
Christ our Lord! So then, I of myself the Spirit himself bearing witness with 
serve the law of God with my mind, but our spirit that we are children of God, 
with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of 

8 There is therefore now no con- God and fellow heirs with Christ, pro
demnation for those who arc in vidcd we suffer with him in order that 

Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit we may also be glorified with him. 
of life in Christ J csus has set me free 18 I consider that the sufferings of 
from the law of sin and death. ·' For this present time are not worth com
God has done what the law, weakened paring with the glory that is to be re
by the flesh, could not do: sending his vealed to us. l<J For the creation waits 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh with eager longing for the revealing of 
and for sin,' he condemned sin in the the sons of God; 20 for the creation was 
flesh, 4 in order that the just require- subjected to futility, not of its own will 
ment of the law might be fulfilled in us, but by the will of him who subjected it 
who walk not according to the flesh but in hope; 21 because the creation itself 
according to the Spirit. s For those will be set free from its bondage to de
who live according to the flesh set their cay and obtain the glorious liberty of 
minds on the things of the flesh, but the children of God. 22 We know that 
those who live according to the Spirit the whole creation has been groaning in 
set their minds on the things of the travail together until now; 2.\ and not 
Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the tlesh is only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
is life and peace. 7 J:<or the mind that is inwardly as we wait for adoption as 
set on the tlesh is hostile to God; it does sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
not submit to God's law, indeed it can- 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now 
not; x and those who arc in the flesh hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
cannot please God. hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope 

9 But you arc not in the flesh, you are for what we do not see, we wait for it 
in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God with patience. 
dwells in you. Any one who does not 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong weakness; for we do not know how to 
to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, al- pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
though your bodies are dead because of intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
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More than conquerors 149 ROMANS 9 
words. 27And he who searches the that I myself were accursed and cut off 
hearts of men knows what is the mind of from Christ for the sake of my brethren, 
the Spirit, becauseJ the Spirit intercedes my kinsmen by race. 4 They are Is
for the saints according to the will of raelites, and to them belong the son
God. ship, the glory, the covenants, the giving 

28 We know that in everything God of the law, the worship, and the prom
works for good k with those who love ises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, 
him,1 who are called according to his and of their race, according to the 
purpose. 29 For those whom he fore- flesh, is the Christ. God who is over all 
knew he also predestined to be con- be blessed for ever." Amen. 
formed to the image of his Son, in order 6 But it is not as though the word of 
that he might be the first-born among God had failed. For not all who are 
many brethren. 30And those whom he descended from Israel belong to Israel, 
predestined he also called; and those 7 and not all are children of Abraham 
whom he called he also justified; and because they are his descendants; but 
those whom he justified he also glori- "Through Isaac shall your descendants 
fied. be named." B This means that it is not 

31 What then shall we say to this? the children of the flesh who are the 
If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He children of God, but the children of the 
who did not spare his own Son but gave promise are reckoned as descendants. 
him up for us all, will he not also give 9 For this is what the promise said, 
us all things with him? 3.l Who shall "About this time I will return and Sarah 
bring any charge against God's elect? shall have a son." IOAnd not only so, but 
It is God who justifies; 34 who is to also when Rebecca had conceived chil
condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, dren by one man, our forefather Isaac, 
yes, who was raised from the dead, who 11 though they were not yet born and 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed had done nothing either good or bad, in 
intercedes for us? 111 35 Who shall sep- order that God's purpose of election 
arate us from the love of Christ? Shall might continue, not because of works 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, but because of his call, 12 she was told, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or "The elder will serve the younger." 
sword? 36As it is written, l.lAs it is written, "Jacob I loved, but 

"For thy sake we are being killed all Esau I hated." 
the day long; 14 What shall we say then? Is there 

we are regarded as sheep to be injustice on God's part? By no means! 
slaughtered." 15 For he says to Moses, "I will have 

37 No, in all these things we are more mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 
than conquerors through him who will have compassion on whom I have 
loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither compassion." 16 So it depends not upon 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- man's will or exertion, but upon God's 
cipalities, nor things present, nor mercy. 17 For the scripture says to 
things to come, nor powers, Yi nor Pharaoh, "I have raised you up for the 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in very purpose of showing my power in 
all creation, will be able to separate us you, so that my name may be pro
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our claimed in all the earth." I B So then he 
Lord. has mercy upon whomever he wills, and 

9 I am speaking the truth in Christ, 
I am not lying; my conscience bears 

me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing an
guish in my heart .. 1 For I could wish 

he hardens the heart of whomever he 
wills. 

19 You will say to me then, "Why 
does he still find fault? For who can re
sist his will?" 20 But who are you, a man, 
to answer back to God? Will what is 

J Or 1ha1 
1· Other ancient auchoritics r~ad in everything he wo,-ks for QOOd, or everything wor·ks for good 
1 Greek God "1 Or It is Christ Jesus . .. for 11s 

11 Or Chrur, who is God over all, blessed for ever 
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ROMANS 9 150 Faith and law contrasted 
molded say to its molder, "Why have 
you made me thus?" 21 Has the potter 
no right over the clay, to make out of the 
same lump one vessel for beauty and 
another for menial use? 22 What if God, 
desiring to show his wrath and to make 
known his power, has endured with 
much patience the vessels of wrath 
made for destruction, 2.1 in order to 
make known the riches of his glory for 
the vessels of mercy, which he has pre
pared beforehand for glory, 2~ even us 
whom he has called, not from the Jews 
only but also from the Gentiles? 25As 
indeed he says in Hose'a, 

"Those who were not my people 
I will call 'my people,' 
and her who was not beloved 
I will call 'mv beloved.' " 

20 "And in the ·very place where it was 
said to them, 'You are not my 
people,' 

they will be called 'sons of the living 
God.'" 

27 And Isaiah cries out concerning 
Israel: "Though the number of the sons 
of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a 
remnant of them will be saved; 28 for 
the Lord will execute his sentence upon 
the earth with rigor and dispatch." 
24And as Isaiah predicted, 

"If the Lord of hosts had not left us 
children, 

we would have fared like Sodo1.1 and 
been made like Gomor'rah." 

30 What shall we say, then? That 
Gentiles who did not pursue righteous
ness have attained it, that is, righteous
ness through faith; JI but that Israel 
who pursued the righteousness which 
is based on law did not succeed in ful
filling that law. J2 Why? Because they 
did not pursue it througn faith, but as if 
it were based on works. They ha,·e 
stumbled over the stumbling stone, .\.1 as 
it is written, 

"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone 
that will make men stumble, 

a rock that will make them fall; 
and he who believes in him will not 

be put to shame." 

lo Brethren, my hean's desire and 
prayer to God for them is that 

they may be saved. 2 I bear them wit
ness that thev have a zeal for God, but 
it is not enlightened. J For, being igno
rant of the righteousness that comes 
from God, and seeking to establish their 
own, they did not submit to God's 
righteousness. ~ For Christ is the end of 
the law, that every one who has faith 
may be justified. 

5 Moses writes that the man who 
practices the righteousness which is 
based on the law shall live bv it. " But 
the righteousness based on faith says, 
Do not say in your heart, "Who will 
ascend into heaven?" (that is, to bring 
Christ down) 7 or "Who will descend 
into the abyss?" (that is, to bring Christ 
up from the dead). 8 But what does it 
say? The word is near you, on your lips 
and in your hean (that is, the word of 
faith which we preach); " because, if 
you confess with your lips that Jes us is 
Lord and belie,-e in vour heart that God 
raised him from the dead, mu will be 
saved. 10 For man belie,·c·s with his 
heart and so is justified, and he con
fesses with his lips and so is sa,·ed. 
11 The scripture says, "Ko one who be
lie,·es in him will be put to shame." 
12 For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 
of all and bestows his riches upon all 
who call upon him. '-'For. "e,·ery one 
who calls upon the name of the Lord 
will be sa,·ed." 

1-1 But how are men to call upon him 
in whom thev ha,·e not belie,·ed) And 
how are thev ·to belie,·e in him of whom 
thev have ne,·er heard? And how are 
the~· to hear without a preacher' ''And 
how can men preach unless the~· are 
sent? As it is written, "How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach good 
news!" 1 'But they have not all obeyed 
the gospel; for Isaiah says, "Lord. who 
has believed what he has heard from 
us?" 17 So faith comes from what is 
heard, and what is heard comes by the 
preaching of Christ. 
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God's universal salvation ISI ROMANS 11 
18 But I ask, have they not heard? 

Indeed they have; for 
"Their voice has gone out to all the 

earth, 
and their words to the ends of the 

world." 
I'> Again I ask, did Israel not under
stand? First Moses says, 

"I will make you jealous of those who 
are not a nation ; 

with a foolish nation I will make you 
angry." 

?O Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 
"I have been found by those who did 

not seek me; 
I have shown myself to those who 

did not ask for me." 
21 But of Israel he says, "All day long I 
have held out my hands to a disobedient 
and contrary people." 

11 I ask, then, has God rejected 
his people? By no means! I my

self am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. Do you not 
know what the scripture says of Eli'jah, 
how he pleads with God against Israel? 
.l "Lord, they have killed thy prophets, 
they have demolished thy altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life." 
4 But what is God's reply to him? "I 
have kept for myself seven thousand 
men who have not bowed the knee to 
Ba'al." 5 So too at the present time 
there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 
0 Hut if it is by grace, it is no longer on 
the basis of works; otherwise grace 
would no longer be grace. 

7 What then? Israel failed to obtain 
what it sought. The elect obtained it, 
but the rest were hardened, 8 as it is 
written, 

"God gave them a spirit of stupor, 
eves that should not see and ears that 

· should not hear, 
down to this very day." 

'> And David says, 
"Let their table become a snare and a 

trap, 
a pitfall and a retribution for them; 

111 let their eyes be darkened so that they 
..:annot see, 

''Other ancient authoriues read rich root 

and bend their backs for ever." 
11 So I ask, have they stumbled so as 

to fall? By no means! But through their 
trespass salvation has come to the Gen
tiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 
12 Now if their trespass means riches for 
the world, and if their failure meam 
riches for the Gentiles, how much mon 
will their full inclusion mean! 

13 Now I am speaking to you Gen
tiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle 
to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 
14 in order to make my fellow Jews 
jealous, and thus save some of them. 
15 For if their rejection means the 
reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance mean but life from the 
dead? 16 If the dough offered as first 
fruits is holy, so is the whole lump; and 
if the root is holy, so are the branches. 

17 But if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in their place to share the 
richness" of the olive tree, 18 do not 
boast over the branches. If you do 
boast, remember it is not you that sup
port the root, but the root that supports 
you. 19 You will say, "Branches were 
broken off so that I might be grafted 
in." 20 That is true. They were broken 
off because of their unbelief, but you 
stand fast only through faith. So do not 
become proud, but stand in awe. 21 For 
if God did not spare the natural 
branches, neither will he spare you. 
22 Note then the kindness and the 
severity of God: severity toward those 
who have fallen, but God's kindness to 
you, provided you continue in his kind
ness; otherwise you too will be cut off. 
2.lAnd even the others, if they do not 
persist in their unbelief, will be grafted 
in, for God has the power to graft them 
in again. 24 For if you have been cut 
from what is by nature a wild olive tree, 
and grafted, contrary to nature, into a 
cultivated olive tree, how much more 
will these natural branches be grafted 
back into their own olive tree. 

25 Lest you be wise in your own con
ceits, I want you to understand this 
mystery, brethren: a hardening has 
come upon part of Israel, until the full 
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ROMANS 11 152 Life in the body of Christ 
number of the Gentiles come in, 2o and faith which God has assigned him. 
so all Israel will be saved; as it is 4 For as in one body we have many 
written, members, and all the members do nor 

"The Deliverer will come from Zion, have the same function, 5 so we, though 
he will banish ungodliness from many, are one body in Christ, and in-

Jacob"; dividually members one of another. 
27 "and this will be my covenant with 6 Having gifts that differ according to 

them the grace given to us, let us use them: 
when I take away their sins." if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 

28As regards the gospel they are enemies 7 if service, in our serving; he who 
of God, for your sake; but as regards teaches, in his teaching; 8 he who ex
election they are beloved for the sake horts, in his exhortation; he who con
of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and tributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, 
the call of God are irrevocable. 30 Just with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, 
as you were once disobedient to God with cheerfulness. 
but now have received mercy because 9 Let love be genuine; hare what is 
of their disobedience, 31 so they have evil, hold fast to what is good; Io love 
now been disobedient in order that by one another with brotherly affection; 
the mercy shown to you they also may" outdo one another in showing honor. 
receive mercy. 32 For God has con- II Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the 
signed all men to disobedience, that he Spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in your 
may have mercy upon all. hope, be patient in tribulation, be con-

33 0 the depth of the riches and wis- scant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the 
dom and knowledge of God! How un- needs of the saints, practice hospitality. 
searchable are his judgments and how 14 Bless those who persecute you; 
inscrutable his ways! bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 
34 "For who has known the mind of the with those who rejoice, weep with those 

Lord, who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
or who has been his counselor?" another; do nor be haughty, bur asso-

35 "Or who has given a gift to him ciate with the lowly;·' never be con-
that he might be repaid?" ceited. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, bur 

36 For from him and through him and take thought for what is noble in the 
to him are all things. To him be glory sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it 
for ever. Amen. depends upon you, live peaceably with 

12 I appeal to you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacri
fice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world,, bur be trans
formed by the renewal of your mind, 
that you may prove what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.,. 

3 For by the grace given to me I bid 
every one among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think with sober judg
ment, each according to the measure of 

all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 
but leave it 1 to the wrath of God; for it 
is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord." 20 No, "if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals upon his 
head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 

13 Let every person be subject to 
the governing authorities. For 

there is no authoriry except from God, 
and those that exist have been in
stituted by God. 2 Therefore he who 
resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will 
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"Love one another" 153 ROMANS 14 
incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of him who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, 4 for he is 
God's servant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain; he is the servant 
of God to execute his wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be 
subject, not only to avoid God's wrath 
but also for the sake of conscience. ° For 
the same reason you also pay taxes, for 
the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay all of 
them their dues, taxes to whom taxes 
are due, revenue to whom revenue is 
due, respect to whom respect is due, 
honor to whom honor is due. 

8 Owe no one anything, except to 
love one another; for he who loves his 
neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 The 
commandments, "You shall not com
mit adultery, You shall not kill, You 
shall not steal, You shall not covet," and 
any other commandment, are summed 
up in this sentence, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

11 Besides this you know what hour it 
is, how it is full time now for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we first believed; 
12 the night is far gone, the day is at 
hand. Let us then cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; 
13 let us conduct ourselves becomingly 
as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires. 

14 As for the man who is weak in 
faith, welcome him, but not for 

disputes over opinions. 2 One believes 
he may eat anything, while the weak 
man eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him 
who eats despise him who abstains, and 
let not him who abstains pass judgment 
on him who eats; for God has we!-

corned him. 4 Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It 
is before his own master that he stands 
or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 
Master is able to make him stand. 

5 One man esteems one day as better 
than another, while another man 
esteems all days alike. Let every one be 
fully convinced in his own mind. '' He 
who observes the day, observes it in 
honor of the Lord. He also who eats, 
eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 
thanks to God; while he who abstains, 
abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 
thanks to God. 7 None of us lives to 
himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord's. <J For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on 
your brother? Or you, why do you de
spise your brother? For we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of God; 
11 for it is written, 

"As I live, >ays the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise" to 
God." 

12 So each of us shall give account of 
himself to God. 

13 Then let us no more pass judg
ment on one another, but rather decide 
never to put a stumbling block or 
hindrance in the way of a brother. 14 I 
know and am persuaded in the Lord 
Jes us that nothing is unclean in itself; 
but it is unclean for any one who thinks 
it unclean. 15 If your brother is being 
injured by what you eat, you are no 
longer walking in love. Do not let what 
you eat cause the ruin of one for whom 
Christ died. 1 6 So do not let your good 
be SQoken of as evil. 1 7 For the kingdom 
of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit; 1 •he who thus serves 
Christ is acceptable to God and 
approved by men. 19 Let us then 
pursue what makes for peace and for 

1
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ROMANS 14 154 The strong and the weak 
he who rises to rule the Gentiles; mutual upbuilding. 20 Do not, for the 

sake of food, destroy the work of God. 
Everything is indeed clean, but it is 
wrong for any one to make others fall 
by what he eats; 21 it is right not to eat 
meat or drink wine or do anything that 
makes your brother stumble.,. 22 The 
faith that you have, keep between your
self and God; happy is he who has no 
reason to judge himself for what he 
approves. 2J But he who has doubts is 
condemned, if he eats, because he does 
not act from faith; for whatever does 
not proceed from faith is sin."' 

15 We who are strong ought to 
bear with the failings of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves; 2 let 
each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, to edify him. -1 For Christ did 
not please himself; but, as it is written, 
"The reproaches of those who re
proached thee fell on me." 4 For what
ever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that by 
steadfastness and by the encourage
ment of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in ac
cord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Welcome one another, therefore, 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8 For I tell you that 
Christ became a servant to the circum
cised to show God's truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to 
the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will praise thee among 
the Gentiles, 

and sing to thy name" ; 
10 and again it is said, 

"Rejoice, 0 Gentiles, with his 
people"; 

11 and again, 
"Praise the Lord, all Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him"; 

12 and further Isaiah says, 
"The root of Jesse shall come, 

in him shall the Gentiles hope." 
U May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

14 I myself am satisfied about you, 
my brethren, that you yourselves are 
full of goodness, filled with all knowl
edge, and able to instruct one another. 
15 But on some points I have written to 
you very boldly by way of reminder, 
because of the grace given me by God 
16 to be a minister of Christ Jes us to the 
Gentiles in the priestly service of the 
gospel of God, so that the offering of 
the Gentiles may be acceptable, sancti
fied by the Holy Spirit. 1- In Christ 
Jes us, then, I have reason to be proud 
of my work for God. IH For I will not 
venture to speak of anything except 
what Christ has wrought through me to 
win obedience from the Gentiles, by 
word and deed, I 0 by the power of signs 
and wonders, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that from Jerusalem and as 
far round as Illyr'icum I ha\'e fullv 
preached the gospel of Christ, 2o thu·s 
making it my ambition to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ has alreadv 
been named, lest I build on another 
man's foundation, 21 but as it is written, 

"They shall see who have ne\'er been 
told of him, 

and they shall understand who ha,·e 
never heard of him." 

22 This is the reason why I have so 
often been hindered from coming to 
you. 23 But now, since I no longer have 
any room for work in these regions, and 
since I have longed for many years to 
come to you, 24 I hope to see you in 
passing as I go to Spain, and to be sped 
on my journey there by you, once I have 
enjoyed your company for a little. 2°At 
present, however, I am going to Jeru
salem with aid for the saints. '"For 
Macedo'nia and Acha'ia have been 
pleased to make some contribution for 
the poor among the saints at Jerusalem ; 
21 they were pleased to do it, and indeed 
they are in debt to them, for if the Gen-

u Ocher ancient authorities add or be upset or be weakened 
"'Ocher authorities, some ancient, insert here Ch. 16.25-27 
14.20: Rom 14.15; I Cor 8.9-12. 14.2b I Cor 8.11. 14.22: Rom 2.1. 15.3: Ps 69 9. 
15.4: Rom 4.23-24; l Cor 9.10; 2 Tim 3.16. 15.S: Rom 12.16; I Cor LIO; 2 Cor 13.11, Phil 2.2, -l.2. 
15.9: Ps 18.49; 2 Sam 22.50. 15.10: Deut 32.43. 15.11: Ps 117.1. 15.12: Is 11.10; Mt 12.21. 
15.18: Acts 9.15. 15.18: Rom 1.5; Acts 15.12; 21.19. 15.19: Am 19.11; 2 Cor 12.12. 15.20: 2 Cor 10.15-1 b 
15.21: Is 52.15. 15.22: Rom 1.13. 15.23: Am 19.21; Rom 1.10-11; 15.32. 15.24: Rom 15.28. 
15.2.~:Am 19.21;24.17; 15.31. 15.26: 2Cor81-5;9.2; I Thess 1.7-8. 15.27: I Cor9.ll. 
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tiles have come to share in their spiritual 
blessings, they ought also to be of serv
ice to them in material blessings. 
28 When therefore I have completed 
this, and have delivered to them what 
has been raised,' I shall go on by way 
of you to Spain; 29 and I know that 
when I come to you I shall come in the 
fulness of the blessing'' of Christ. 

30 I appeal to you, brethren, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 
Spirit, to strive together with me in your 
prayers to God on my behalf, .H that I 
may be delivered from the unbelievers 
in Judea, and that my service for Jeru
salem may be acceptable to the saints, 
.12 so that by God's will I may come to 
you with joy and be refreshed in your 
company. J.i The God of peace be with 
you all. Amen. 

16 I commend to you our sister 
Phoebe, a deaconess of the church 

at Cen'chre-ae, 2 that you may receive 
her in the Lord as befits the saints, and 
help her in whatever she may require 
from you, for she has been a helper of 
many and of myself as well. 

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked 
their necks for my life, to whom not 
only I but also all the churches of the 
Gentiles give thanks; 5 greet also the 
church in their house. Greet my be
loved Epae'netus, who was the first con
vert in Asia for Christ. 6 Greet Mary, 
who has worked hard among you. 
7 Greet Androni'cus and Ju'nias, my 
kinsmen and my fellow prisoners; they 
are men of note among the apostles, and 
they were in Christ before me. 8 Greet 
Amplia'tus, my beloved in the Lord. 
9 Greet Urba'nus, our fellow worker in 
Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 
10 Greet Apel'les, who is approved in 
Christ. Greet those who belong to the 
family of Aristobu'lus. 11 Greet my 
kinsman Hero'dion. Greet those in the 
Lord who belong to the family of 
Narcis'sus. 12 Greet those workers in 

the Lord, Tryphae'na and Trypho'sa. 
Greet the beloved Persis, who has 
worked hard in the Lord. n Greet 
Rufus, eminent in the Lord, also his 
mother and mine. 14 Greet Asyn'critus, 
Phlegon, Hermes, Pat'robas, Hermas, 
and the brethren who are with them. 
15 Greet Philol'ogus, Julia, Nereljs and 
his sister, and Olym'pas, and all the 
saints who are with them. lo Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the 
churches of Christ greet you. 

17 I appeal to you, brethren, to take 
note of those who create dissensions and 
difficulties, in opposition to the doc
trine which you have been taught; avoid 
them. 18 For such persons do not serve 
our Lord Christ, but their own ap
petites, z and by fair and flattering 
words they deceive the hearts of the 
simple-minded. 19 For while your obe
dience is known to all, so that I re
joice over you, I would have you wise as 
to what is good and guileless as to what 
is evil; 20 then the God of peace will 
soon crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you." 

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets 
you; so do Lucius and Jason and 
Sosip'ater, my kinsmen. 

22 I Tertius, the writer of this letter, 
greet you in the Lord. 

23 Ga'ius, who is host to me and to 
the whole church, greets you. Eras'tus, 
the city treasurer, and our brother 
Quartus, greet you. 1' 

25 Now to him who is able to 
strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, ac
cording to the revelation of the mystery 
which was kept secret for long ages 
26 but is now disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all 
nations, according to the command of 
the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith-27 to the only wise 
God be glory for evermore through 
Jesus Christ! Amen. 

1
_ Grcl.'.k 1i:11led to tht:m this fruit It Other ancient authorities insert of the gospel 
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THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 

1 Paul, called by the will of God to 
be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 

our brother Sos'thenes, 
2 To the church of God which is at 

Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints together with 
all those who in every place call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours : 

3 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I give thanks to God" always for 
you because of the grace of God which 
was given you in Christ Jesus, s that in 
every way you were enriched in him 
with all speech and all knowledge-
6 even as the testimony to Christ was 
confirmed among you-7 so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jes us Christ; 8 who will sustain you to 
the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by 
whom you were called into the fellow
ship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

10 I appeal to you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you agree and that there be no dissen
sions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same judg
ment. 11 For it has been reported to me 
by Chlo' e's people that there is quarrel
ing among you, my brethren. 12 What I 
mean is that each one of you says, "I 
belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apol'
los," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I 
belong to Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I am 
thankful'' that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Ga'ius; IS lest any 
one should say that you were baptized 
in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the 
household of Steph'anas. Beyond that, 

I do not know whether I baptized any 
one else.) 17 For Christ did not send me 
to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 
not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross 
of Christ be emptied of its power. 

18 For the word of the cross is folly 
to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19 For it is written, 

"I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, 

and the cleverness of the clever I will 
thwart." 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through 
the folly of what we preach to save those 
who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks seek wisdom, 2J but we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
24 but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 2s For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. 

26 For consider your call, brethren; 
not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble 
birth; 27 but God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise, God 
chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong, 28 God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, 29 so that no human be
ing might boast in the presence of 
God. JO He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wis
dom, our righteousness and sanctifica-

a Other ancient authorities read my God b Other ancient authorities read I thank God 
I.I: Rom l.l; Acts 18.17. 1.2: Acts 18.1. 1.3: Rom 1.7. 1.4: Rom 1.8. 1.8: I Cor 5.5; 2 Cor 1.14. 
1.9: Rom 8.28; I Jn 1.3. 1.12: I Cor 3.4; Acts 18.24; I Cor 3.22; Jn 1.42; I Cor 9.5; 15.5. 
1.13: Mt 28.19; Acts 2.38. 
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1.27: Jas 2.5. 1.28: Rom 4.17. 1.29: Eph 2.9. 
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tion and redemption; 31 therefore, as 
it is written, "Let him who boasts, 
boast of the Lord." 

2 When I came to you, brethren, I 
did not come proclaiming to you the 

tcstimonyr of God in lofty words or 
wisdom. 2 For I decided to know noth
ing among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 3And I was with .you in 
weakness and in much fear and 
trembling; 4 and my speech and my 
message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God. 

6 Y ct among the mature we do impart 
wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of 
this age or of the rulers of this age, who 
are doomed to pass away. 7 But we im
part a secret and hidden wisdom of 
God, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glorification. H None of the 
rulers of this age understood this ; for if 
they had, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, 

"What no eye has seen, nor car 
heard, 

nor the heart of man conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who 

love him," 
I u God has revealed to us through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches every
thing, even the depths of God. II For 
what person knows a man's thoughts ex
cept the spirit of the man which is in 
him? So also no one comprehends the 
thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which 
is from God, that we might understand 
the gifts bestowed on us by God. BAnd 
we impart this in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those 
who possess the Spirit." 

14 The unspiritual' man docs not 
receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, 
for they arc folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they 

are spiritually discerned. IS The spiritual 
man judges all things, but is himself to 
be judged by no one. 16 "For who has 
known the mind of the Lord so as to in
struct him?" But we have the mind of 
Christ. 

3 But I, brethren, could not address 
you as spiritual men, but as men of 

the flesh, as babes in Christ. 2 I fed you 
with milk, not solid food; for you were 
not ready for it; and even yet you are 
not ready, 3 for you arc still of the 
flesh. For while there is jealousy and 
strife among you, are you not of the 
flesh, and behaving like ordinary men? 
4 For when one says, "I belong to 
Paul," and another, "I belong to 
Apol'los," are you not merely men? 

5 What then is Apol'los? What is 
Paul? Servants through whom you be
lieved, as the Lord assigned to each. 0 I 
planted, Apol'los watered, but God 
gave the growth. 7 So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. 
8 He who plants and he who waters are 
equal, and each shall receive his wages 
according to his labor. 9 For we are 
God's fellow workers; you are God's 
field, God's building. 

IO According to the grace of 
God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder I laid a foundation, and another 
man is building upon it. Let each man 
take care how he builds upon it. 11 For 
no other foundation can any one lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if any one builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw- "each 
man's work will become manifest; for 
the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed with fire, and the fire will 
test what sort of work each one has 
done. !4 If the work which any man has 
built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. " If any man's work 
is burned up, he will suffer loss, though 
he himself will be saved, but only as 
through fire. 

,. Other :.mcic~I authorities read mystery (or secret) 
d Or mterprclrnK spirltuiJI truths in spfritual language; or comparing ~pir1-r11al thiflgs with .~piritual 
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I 6 Do you not know that you are hibited us apostles as last of all, like 

God's temple and that God's Spirit men sentenced to death; because we 
dwells in you? 17 If any one destroys have become a spectacle to the world, to 
God's temple, God will destroy him. angels and to men. 10 We are fools for 
For God's temple is holy, and that Christ's sake, but you are wise in 
temple you are. Christ. We are weak, but you are 

18 Let no one deceive himself. lf any strong. You are held in honor, but we 
one among you thinks that he is wise in in disrepute. 11 To the present hour we 
this age, let him become a fool that he hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and 
may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of buffeted and homeless, 12 and we labor, 
this world is folly with God. For it is working with our own hands. When re
written, "He catches the wise in their viled, we bless; when persecuted, we 
craftiness," 20 and again, "The Lord endure; 13 when slandered, we try to 
knows that the thoughts of the wise are conciliate; we have become, and are 
futile." 21 So let no one boast of men. now, as the refuse of the world, the off
For all things are yours, 22 whether scouring of all things. 
Paul or Apol'los or Cephas or the 14 I do not write this to make you 
world or life or death or the present or ashamed, but to admonish you as my 
the future, all are yours; 23 and you are beloved children. 15 For though you 
Christ's; and Christ is God's. have countless guides in Christ, you do 

4 This is how one should regard us, not have many fathers. For I became 
as servants of Christ and stewards your father in Christ Jes us through the 

of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators 
is required of stewards that they be of me. 17 Therefore 1 sent'' to you 
found trustworthy. 3 But with me it is a Timothy, my beloved and faithful child 
very small thing that I should be judged in the Lord, to remind you of my ways 
by you or by any human court. I do not in Christ, as I teach them everywhere 
even judge myself. 4 I am not aware of in every church. IX Some are arrogant, 
anything against myself, but I am not as though I were not coming to you. 
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who 19 But I will come to you soon, if the 
judges me. 5 Therefore do not pro- Lord wills, and I will find out not the 
nounce judgment before the time, be- talk of these arrogant people but their 
fore the Lord comes, who will bring to power. 20 For the kingdom of God does 
light the things now hidden in darkness not consist in talk but in power. 21 What 
and will disclose the purposes of the do you wish? Shall I come to you with a 
hean. Then every man will receive his rod, or with love in a spirit of gentle-
commendation from God. ness? 

6 I have applied all this to myself and 
Apol'los for your benefit, brethren, that 
you may learn by us not to go beyond 
what is written, that none of you may be 
puffed up in favor of one against an
other. 7 For who sees anything different 
in you? What have you that you did 
not receive? If then you received it, 
why do you boast as if it were not a 
gift? 

8 Already you are filled! Already you 
have become rich! Without us you have 
become kings! And would that you did 
reign, so that we might share the rule 
with you! 9 For I think that God has ex-

5 It is actually reported that there 
is immorality among you, and of a 

kind that is not found even among 
pagans; for a man is living with his 
father's wife. 2And you are arrogant! 
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let 
him who has done this be removed from 
among you. 

3 For though absent in body 1 am 
present in spirit, and as if present, 1 
have already pronounced judgment 
4 in the name of the Lord Jesus on the 
man who has done such a thing. When 
you are assembled, and my spirit is 

Y Or am sendi"g 
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4.4: 2 Cor 1.12. 4.5: Rom 2.16; I Cor 3.11; 2 Cor 10.18; Rom 2.29. 4.6: I Cor 1.19, 31; 3.19-20; Ll2; l.-1 
4.9: I Cor 15.31; 2 Cor 11.23; Rom 8.36; Heb 10.33. 
4.10: I Car 1.18; 2 Cor 11.19; 1 Cor 3.18; 2 Cor 13.9; I Cor 2.l. 4.11: Rom 8.35; 2 Cor 11.23-27. 
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4.21: 2 Cor 1.23. 5.1: Dcut 22.30; 27.20. 5.3: Col 2.5. 5.4: 2 Thcss 3.0. 
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present, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus, ' you are to deliver this man to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
th..: Loni Jesus." 

(J Your boasting is not good. Do you 
not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old 
leaven that you may be a new lump, as 
you really are unleavened. For Christ, 
our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. 
' Let us, therefore, celebrate the festi-
1·al, not with the old leaven, the leaven 
of malice and evil, but with the unleav
ened bread of sincerity and truth. 

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to 
associate with immoral men; Io not at all 
meaning the immoral of this world, or 
the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, 
since then you would need to go out of 
the world. 11 But rather I wrote; to you 
not to associate with any one who bears 
the name of brother if he is guilty of 
immorality or greed, or is an idolater, 
reviler, drunkard, or robber-not even 
to eat with such a one. 12 For what have 
I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not 
those inside the church whom you are 
to judge? I 1 God judges those outside. 
"Drive out the wicked person from 
among you." 

6 When one of you has a grievance 
against a brother, does he dare go to 

law before the unrighteous instead of 
the saints? 2 Do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? And if the 
world is to be judged by you, are you 
incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do 
you not know that we are to judge an
gels' How much more, matters per
taining to this life! 4 If then you have 
such cases, why do you lay them before 
those who are least esteemed by the 
church? ' I say this to your shame. Can 
it be that there is no man among you 
wise enough to decide between mem
bers of the brotherhood, 6 but brother 
goes to law against brother, and that be
fore unbelievers? 

7 To have lawsuits at all with one 
another is defeat for you. Why not 
rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be 
defrauded? H But you yourselves wrong 
1
' Ocher :.ancient authoriuc~ omit ]l'Hl.I 

'()r 11ow l aTitc' -

and defraud, and that even your own 
brethren. 

9 Do you not know that the un
righteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived; neither the 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor sexuai perverts, 1 0 nor thieves, nor 
the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of 
God. 11 And such were some of you. But 
you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justifieJ in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
our God. 

12 "All things are lawful for me," but 
not all things are helpful. "All things 
are lawful for me," but I will not be en
slaved by anything. 13 "Food is meant 
for the stomach and the stomach for 
food"-and God will destroy both one 
and the other. The body is not meant 
for immorality, but for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body. 14And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us 
up by his power. IS Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I therefore take the mem
bers of Christ and make them members 
of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not 
know that he who joins himself to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? 
For, as it is written, "The two shall be
come one flesh." 1 7But he who is united 
to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 
18 Shun immorality. Every other sin 
which a man commits is outside the 
body; but the immoral man sins against 
his own body. 19 Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God? 
You are not your own; 20 you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body. 

7 Now concerning the matters about 
which you wrote. It is well for a man 

not to touch a woman. 2 But because of 
the temptation to immorality, each man 
should have his own wife and each 
woman her own husband. 3 The hus
band shoulcl give to his wife her con
jugal rights, and likewise the wife to her 
husband. 4 For the wife does not rule 
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over her own body, but the husband the commandments of God. 20 Every 
does; likewise the husband does not rule one should remain in the state in which 
over his own body, but the wife does. he was called. 21 Were you a slave when 
s Do not refuse one another except called? Never mind. But if you can gain 
perhaps by agreement for a season, that your freedom, avail yourself of the 
you may devote yourselves to prayer; opportunity. 1 22 For he who was called 
but then come together again, lest in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of 
Satan tempt you through lack of self- the Lord. Likewise he who was free 
control. 6 I say this by way of con- when called is a slave of Christ. 23 You 
cession, not of command. - I wish chat were bought with a price; do not be
all were as I myself am. But each has his come slaves of men. 24 So, brethren, in 
own special gift from God, one of one whatever state each was called, there let 
kind and one of.another. him remain with God. 

8 To the unmarried and the widows I 25 Now concerning the urunarried,' I 
say that it is well for them to remain have no command of the Lord, but I 
single as I do. '' But if chey cannot cxer- give my opinion as one who by the 
cise self-control, they should marry. Lord's mercy is trustwonhy. 26 I think 
For it is better to marry than to be that in view of the presentm dis
aflame with passion. cress ir is well for a person to remain as 

10 To the married I give charge, not he is. 27Are you bound to a wife? Do not 
I but the Lord, that the wife should not seek to be free. Are you free from a 
separate from her husband 11 '.but if wife? Do not seek marriage. 2H But if 
she does, let her remain single or else be you marry, you do not sin, and if a girl' 
reconciled to her husband)-and thar marries she does not sin. Yet those who 
the husband should not divorce his wife. marry will have worldly troubles, and I 

12 To the rest I say, not the Lord, would spare you that. 29 I mean, breth
that if any brother has a wife who is an ren, the appointed time has grown very 
unbeliever, and she consents to Jive with short; from now on, let those who have 
him, he should not divorce her. 1.1 If any wives Jive as though they had none, 
woman has a husband who is an unbe- JO and those who mourn as though they 
liever, and he consents to live with her, were not mourning, and those who re
she should not divorce him. 14 For the joice as though they were not rejoicing, 
unbelieving husband is consecrated and those who buy as though they had 
through his wife, and the unbelieving no goods, JI and those who deal with the 
wife is consecrated through her hus- world as though they had no dealings 
band. Otherwise, your children would with it. For the form of this world is 
be unclean, but as it is they are holy. passing away. 
15 But if the unbelieving partner desires 32 I want you to be free from anxie
to separate, let it be so; in such a case ties. The urunarried man is anxious 
the brother or sister is not bound. For about the affairs of the Lord, how to 
God has called usl to peace. 16 Wife, please the Lord; 33 but the married man 
how do you know whether you will save is anxious about worldly affairs, how to 
your husband? Husband, how do you please his wife, 34 and his interests are 
know whether you will save your wife? divided. And the unmarried woman or 
-· 17 Only, let every one lead the life girl' is anxious about the affairs of the 
which the Lord has assigned to him, and Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit; 
in which God has called him. This is my but the married woman is anxious about 
rule in all the churches. 18 Was any one worldly affairs, how to please her hus
at the time of his call already circum- band. 35 I say this for your own benefit, 
cised? Let him not seek to remove the not to Jay any restraint upon you, but to 
marks of circumcision. Was any one at promote good order and to >ecure your 
the time of his call uncircumcised? Let undivided devotion to the Lord. 
him not seek circumcision. 19 For 36 If any one thinks that he is not 
neither circumcision counts for any- behaving properly toward his betrothed,' 
thing nor uncircumcision, but keeping if his passions are strong, and it has to 
l Other anci.ent authoritic~ read you ·1 Or make use of )'O/ff pr.:sem ccmditiiJt1 i1utcad m Or imp~·,1di11g 
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be, let him do as he wishes : let them 
marry-it is no sin. 37 But whoever is 
firmly established in his heart, being 
under no necessity but having his desire 
under control, and has determined this 
in his heart, to keep her as his be
trothed,' he will do well. 3 8 So that he 
who marries his betrothed' does well; 
and he who refrains from marriage ·will 
do better. 

39 A wife is bound to her husband as 
Jong as he lives. If the husband dies, she 
i8 free to be married to whom she 
wishes, only in the Lord. 40 But in my 
judgment she is happier if she remains 
as she is. And I think that I have the 
Spirit of God. 

8 Now concerning food offered to 
idols: we know that "all of us pos

sess knowledge." "Knowledge" puffs 
up, but love builds up. 2 If any one 
imagines that he knows something, he 
docs not yet know as he ought to know. 
3 But if one loves God, one is known by 
him. 

4 Hence, as to the eating of food of
fered to idols, we know that "an idol has 
no real existence," and that "there is no 
God but one." 5 For although there 
may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth-as indeed there are many "gods" 
and many "Jords"-6 yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and for whom we exist, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
arc all things and through whom we 
exist. 

7 However, not all possess this 
knowledge. But some, through being 
hitherto accustomed to idols, cat food 
as really offered to an idol; and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
8 Food will not commend us to God. 
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and 
no better off if we do. 9 Only take care 
lest this liberty of yours somehow be
come a stumbling block to the weak. 
10 For if any one sees you, a man of 
knowledge, at table in an idol's temple, 
might he not be encouraged, if his con
science is weak, to cat food offered to 
11 Gn."t:k a Jitter as wife ::Greek virgin 

idols? llAnd so by your knowledge this 
weak man is destroyed, the brother for 
whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning 
against your brethren and wounding 
their conscience when it is weak, you 
sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food 
is a cause of my brother's falling, I will 
never eat meat, lest I cause my brother 
to fall. 

9 Am 1 not free? Am I not an 
apostle? Have I not seen Jes us our 

Lord? Are not you my workmanship in 
the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an 
apostle, at least I am to you; for you are 
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

3 This is my defense to those who 
would examine me. 4 Do we not have 
the right to our food and drink? 5 Do 
we not have the right to be accom
panied by a wife," as the other apostles 
and the brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I 
who have no right to refrain from work
ing for a living? 7 Who serves as a sol
dier at his own expense? Who plants a 
vineyard without eating any of its fruit? 
Who tends a flock without getting some 
of the milk? 

8 Do I say this on human authority? 
Does not the law say the same? 9 For it 
is written in the law of Moses, "You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it is tread
ing out the grain." Is it for oxen that 
God is concerned) 111 Does he not speak 
entirely for our sake? It was written for 
our sake, because the plowman should 
plow in hope and the thresher thresh in 
hope of a share in the crop. 11 If we have 
sown spiritual good among you, is it 
too much if we reap your material bene
fits? 12 If others share this rightful claim 
upon you, do not we still more? 

Nevertheless, we have not made use 
of this right, but we endure anything 
rather than put an obstacle in the way of 
the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know 
that those who are employed in the 
temple service get their food from the 
temple, and those who serve at the altar 
share in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In 
the same way, the Lord commanded 
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1 CORINTIIlANS 9 162 Shun evil and idols 
thac those who proclaim che gospel 
should gee cheir living by che gospel. 

15 Bue I have made no use of any of 
these righcs, nor am I writing chis co 
secure any such provision. For I would 
rather die chan have any one deprive me 
of my ground for boasting. 16 For if 
I preach che gospel, char gives me no 
ground for boasting. For necessity is 
laid upon me. Woe co me if I do nor 
preach che gospel! 17 For if I do chis of 
my own will, I have a reward; bur if nor 
of my own will, I am encrusted wich a 
commission. IR Whac chen is my re
ward? J use chis: char in my preaching I 
may make che gospel free of charge, nor 
making full use of my righc in che 
gospel. 

19 For Chough I am free from all 
men, I have made myself a slave co all, 
thac I might win che more. 20 To che 
Jews I became as a Jew, in order co 
win Jews; co chose under che law I be
came as one under Che law-Chough nor 
being myself under che law-char I 
mighc win chose under the law. 21 To 
those outside the law I became as one 
outside che law-nor being wichouc law 
coward God bur under the law of Ch rise 
-thac I mighc win chose outside the 
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, char 
I might win the weak. I have become all 
things co all men, char I mighc by all 
means save some. 23 I do ic all for che 
sake of che gospel, char I may share in 
ics blessings. 

24 Do you nor know char in a race all 
the runners compete, bur only one re
ceives che prize? So run char you may 
obtain ic. 25 Every athlete exercises self
concrol in all things. They do ic co re
ceive a perishable wreath, bur we an 
imperishable. 26 Well, I do nor run aim
lessly, I do nor box as one beating che 
air; 27 bur I pommel my body and sub
due ic, Iese afcer preaching co ochers I 
myself should be disqualified. 

lo I wane you co know, brethren, 
char our fathers were all under che 

cloud, and all passed through che sea, 
2 and all were baptized inco Moses in 
a Greek Israel according 10 1he flesh 

che cloud and in che sea, J and all ate 
che same supernatural" food 4 and all 
drank che same supernatural" drink. 
For Chey drank from che supernatural" 
Rock which followed chem, and che 
Rock was Christ. 5 Nevenheless wich 
mosc of them God was nor pleased; for 
chey were overthrown in the wilderness. 

6 Now these things are warnings for 
us, nor co desire evil as they did. 7 Do 
nor be idolaters as some of chem were; 
as it is writcen, "The people sat down 
to eat and drink and rose up co dance." 
8 We muse nor indulge in immorality as 
some of chem did, and twency-three 
thousand fell in a single day. "We 
muse nor puc the Lord" to che cesc, as 
some of chem did and were destroyed by 
serpents; 10 nor grumble, as some of 
chem did and were destroyed by the 
Destroyer. 11 Now chese things hap
pened to chem as a warning, but they 
were writcen down for our inscruccion, 
upon whom che end of che ages has 
come. 12 Therefore lee anv one who 
chinks char he stands cake heed lest he 
fall. 13 No temptation has ovenaken you 
char is nor common co man. God is 
faithful, and he will nor lee you be 
cempced beyond your strength, but with 
che cempcation will also provide che way 
of escape, chat you may be able co en
dure ic. 

14 Therefore, my beloved, shun che 
worship of idols. 15 I speak as co 
sensible men; judge for yourselves what 
I say. 16 The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is ic not a participation'' in che 
blood of Christ? The bread which we 
break, is it not a participation'' in the 
body of Christ? 17 Because chere is one 
bread, we who are many are one body. 
for we all partake of the one bread. 

1 'Consider che people of Israel;" are 
not those who ear che sacrifices partners 
in che alcar? 1o Whac do I imply chen? 
That food offered co idols is anything, or 
that an idol is anything? 20 No, I imply 
thac whac pagans sacrifice chey offer co 
demons and nor co God. I do nor want 
you to be partners wich demons. 21 You 
cannot drink the cup of the Lord and 
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the cup of demons. You cannot partake veil. 7 For a man ought not to cover his 
of the table of the Lord and the table of head, since he is the image and glory of 
demons. 22 Shall we provoke the Lord God; but woman is the glory of man. 
to jealousy? Are we stronger than he? H (For man was not made from woman, 

23 "All things are lawful," but not all but woman from man. 9 Neither was 
things are helpful. "All things are law- man created for woman, but woman for 
ful," but not all things build up. 24 Let man.) 10 That is why a woman ought to 
no one seek his own good, but the good have a veil' on her head, because of the 
of his neighbor. 25 Eat whatever is sold, angels. 11 (Nevertheless, in the Lord 
in the meat market without raising any• woman is not independent of man nor 
question on the ground of conscience. man of woman; 12 for as woman was 
26 For "the earth is the Lord's, and made from man, so man is now born of 
everything in it." 27 If one of the un- woman. And all things are from God.) 
believers invites you to dinner and you 13 Judge for yourselves; is it proper for a 
arc disposed to go, ear whatever is set woman to pray to God with her head' 
before you without raising any question uncovered? 14 Does not nature itself 
on the ground of conscience. 28 (But if teach you that for a man to wear long 
some one says to you, "This has been hair is degrading to him, IS but if a 
offered in sacrifice," then out of con- woman has long hair, it is her pride? 
sidcration for the man who informed For her hair is given to her for a cover
you, and for conscience' sake- 29 I ing. 16 If any one is disposed to be con
mean his conscience, not yours--do not tentious, we recognize no other practice, 
eat it.) For why should my liberty be nor do the churches of God. 
determined by another mar.'s scruples? 17 But in the following instructions I 
.10 If I partake with thankfulness, why do not commend you, because when 
am I denounced because of that for you come together it is not for the better 
which I give thanks? but for the worse. 18 For, in the first 

31 So, whether you eat or drink, or place, when you assemble as a church, I 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of hear that there are divisions among you; 
God. -1~ Give no offense to Jews or to and I partly believe it, 19 for there must 
Greeks or to the church of God, .B just be factions among you in order that 
as I try to please all men in everything I those who are genuine among you may 
do, not seeking my own advantage, be recognized. 20 When you meet to
but that of many, that they may be gether, it is not the Lord's supper that 

11 saved. I Be imitators of me, as I you cat. 21 For in eating, each one goes 
am of Christ. ahead with his own meal, and one is 

2 I commend you because you re
member me in everything and maintain 
the traditions even as I have delivered 
them to you. ·' But I want you to under
stand that the head of every man is 
Christ, the head of a woman is her hus
band, and the head of Christ is God. 
4 Any man who prays or prophesies with 
his head covered dishonors his head, 
' but any woman who prays or proph
esie~ with her head unveiled dishonors 
her head-it is the same as if her head 
were shaven. <> For if a woman will not 
veil herself, then she should cut off her 
hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman 
to be shorn or shaven, let her wear a 

hungry and another is drunk. 22 What!· 
Do you not have houses to eat and 
drink in? Or do you despise the church 
of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall 
I commend you in this? No, I will not. 

23 For I received from the Lord 
what I also delivered to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
"This is my body which is for·' you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 25 In 
the same way also the cup, after supper, 
saying, "This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For 
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1 CORINTHIANS 11 164 Many parts, one body 
a~ often as you eat this bread and drink same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death individually as he wills. 
until he comes. 12 For just as the body is one and has 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the many members, and all the members of 
bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in the_ b_ody? thoug~ many, are one body, 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of so it is with Chnst. 13 For by one Spirit 
profaning the body and blood of the we were all baptized into one body
Lord. 28 Let a man examine himself, Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the ~ere made to drink of one Spirit. 
cup. 2<J For any one who eats and 14 For the body does not consist of 
drinks without discerning the body eats one member but of many. 15 If the foot 
and drinks judgment upon himself. should say, "Because I am not a hand, I 
JO That is why many of you are weak do not belong to the body," that would 
and ill, and some have died. 1 JI But if not make it any less a part of the body. 
we judged ourselves truly, we should 16And if the ear should say, "Because I 
not be judged. J2 Bur when we are am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
judged by the Lord, we are chastened" body," that would not make it any less 
so that we may not be condemned along a part of the body. 17 If the whole bodv 
with the world. were an eye, where would be the hear-

33 So then, my brethren, when you ing? If the whole body were an ear, 
come together to eat, wait for one an- where would be the sense of smell? 
other- .14 if any one is hungry, let him IX But as it is, God arranged the organs 
eat at home--lest you come together to in the body, each one of them, as he 
be condemned. About the other things I chose. l<J If all were a single organ, 
will give directions when I come. where would the body be? 20As it is, 

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts,' 
brethren, I do not want you to 

be uninformed. 2 You know that when 
you were heathen, you were led astray 
to dumb idols, however you may have 
been moved. J Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking by the 
Spirit of God ever says "J cs us be 
cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is 
Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 

r 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties 
of service, but the same Lord; 6 and 
there are varieties of working, but it is 
the same God who inspires them all in 
every one. 7 To each is given the mani
festation of the Spirit for the common 
good. H To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 9 to an
other faith by the same Spirit, to an
other gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
IO to another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 
"All these are inspired by one and the 

there are many parts, yet one body. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I 
have no need of you," nor again the 
head to the feet, "I have no need of 
you." 22 On the contrary, the pans of 
the body which seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and those parts of the 
body which we think less honorable we 
invest with the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with 
greater modesty, 24 which our more 
presentable parts do not require. But 
God has so composed the body, giving 
the greater honor to the inferior part, 
25 that there may be no discord in the 
body, but that the members may have 
the same care for one another. 26 If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice to
gether. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it. 2XAnd 
God has appointed in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, third teach
ers, then workers of miracles, then 
healers, helpers, administrators, speak
ers in various kinds of tongues. 2'l Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? .10 Do 
all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak 
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with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Butl 6 Now, brethren, if I come to you 
earnestly desire the higher gifts. _ I speaking in tongues, how shall I benefit 

And I will show you a still more ex- you unless I bring you some revelation 
cellent way. or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 

13 If I speak in the tongues of men 7 If even lifeless instruments, such as 
and of angels, but have not love, the flute or the harp, do not give dis-

1 am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. tinct notes, how will any one know what 
2And if I have prophetic powers, and is played? BAnd if the bugle gives an 
understand all mysteries and all know!- indistinct sound, who will get ready for 
edge, and if I have all faith, so as to re- battle? 9 So with yourselves; if you in a 
move mountains, but have not love, I tongue utter speech that is not intel
am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, ligible, how will any one know what is 
and if I deliver my body to be burned,,. said? For you will be speaking into the 
but have not love, I gain nothing. air. 10 There are doubtless many differ-

4 Love is patient and kind; love is not ent languages in the world, and none is 
jealous or boastful; sit is not arrogant without meaning; 11 but if I do not 
or rude. Love does not insist on its know the meaning of the language, I 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; shall be a foreigner to the speaker and 
6 it does not rejoice at wrong, but re- the speaker a foreigner to me. 12 So 
joices in the right. 7 Love bears all with yourselves; since you are eager 
things, believes all things, hopes all for manifestations of the Spirit, 
things, endures all things. strive to excel in building up the 

8 Love never ends; as for prophecies, church. 
they will pass away; as for tongues, they 13 Therefore, he who speaks in a 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass tongue should pray for t1?-e power to 
away. 9 For our knowledge is imperfect interpret. 14 For if I pray m a tongue, 
and our prophecy is imperfect; 10 but my spirit prays but my mind is un
when the perfect comes, the imperfect fruitful. IS What am I to do? I will pray 
will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I with the spirit and I will pray with the 
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, mind also; I will sing with the spirit and 
I reasoned like a child; when I became a I will sing with the mind also. 16 Other
man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For wise, if you bless w with the spirit, how 
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then can any one in the position of an out
face to face. Now I know in part; then I siderx say the "Amen" to your thanks
shall understand fully, even as I have giving when he does not know what you 
been fully understood. 13 So faith, ho~e, are saying? 17 For you may give thanks 
love abide, these three; but the greatest well enough, but the other man is not 
of these is love. edified. IB I thank God that I speak in 

14 Make love your aim, and earn- tongues more than you all; 19 neverthe
estly desire the spiritual gifts, less, in church I would rather speak 

especially that you may prophesy. 2 For five words with my mind, in order to 
one who speaks in a tongue speaks not instruct others, than ten thousand 
to men but to God; for no one under- words in a tongue. 
stands him, but he utters mysteries in 20 Brethren, do not be children in 
the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, he who your thinking; be babes in evil, but in 
prophesies speaks to men for their up- thinking be mature. 21 In the law it is 
building and encouragement and con- written, "By men of strange tongues 
solation. 4 He who speaks in a tongue and by the lips of foreigners will I speak 
edifies himself, but he who prophesies to this people, and even then they will 
edifies the church. s Now I want you all not listen to me, says the Lord." 
to speak in tongues, but even more to 22 Thus, tongues are a sign not for be
prophesy. He who prophesies is greater lievers but for unbelievers, while 
than he who speaks in tongues, unless prophecy is not for unbelievers but for 
some one interprets, so that the church believers. 23 If, therefore, the whole 
may be edified. church assembles and all speak in 
,. Other am:icn.r authoritic_s read body 1har 1 may glory 11

' That is give that1ks ro God 
' Or him 1hr:Jt o withou1 !flfIJ 
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tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers 
enter, will they not say that you are 
mad? 24 But if all prophesy, and an 
unbeliever or outsider enters, he is con
victed by all, he is called to account by 
all, 25 the secrets of his heart are dis
closed; and so, falling on his face, he 
will worship God and declare that God 
is really among you. 

26 What then, brethren? When you 
come together, each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an 
interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification. 27 If any speak in a 
tongue, let there be only two or at most 
three, and each in tum; and let one 
interpret. 28 But if there is no one to 
interpret, let each of them keep silence 
in church and speak to himself and to 
God. 29 Let two or three prophets 
speak, and let the others weigh what is 
said. JO If a revelation is made to another 
sitting by, let the first be silent. 31 For 
you can all prophesy one by one, so that 
all may learn and all be encouraged; 
32 and the spirits of prophets are subject 
to prophets. 33 For God is not a God of 
confusion but of peace. 

As in all the churches of the saints, 
l4 the women should keep silence in the 
churches. For they are not permitted 
to speak, but should be subordinate, as 
even the law says. 35 If there is anything 
they desire to know, let them ask their 
husbands at home. For it is shameful for 
a woman to speak in church. 36 What! 
Did the word of God originate with 
you, or are you the only ones it has 
reached? 

37 If any one thinks that he is a 
prophet, or spiritual, he should ac
knowledge that what I am writing to 
you is a command of the Lord. 38 If 
any one does not recognize this, he is 
not recognized. 39 So, my brethren, 
earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not 
forbid speaking in tongues; 40 but all 
things should be done decently and in 
order. 

3 For I delivered to you as of first im
portance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, s and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brethren at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he ap
peared to James, then to all the apostles. 
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9 For I am the 
least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 10 But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the con
trary, I worked harder than any of 
them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God which is with me. 11 Whether 
then it was I or they, so we preach and 
so you believed. 

12 Now if Christ is preached as raised 
from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; 14 if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to 
be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified of God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that 
the dead are not raised. lo For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
been raised. 17 If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins. 18 Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. 19 If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all men most 
to be pitied. 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 Fqr as by a 
man came death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 

15 Now would remind you, shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his 
brethren, in what terms I own order: Christ the first fruits, then 

preached to you the gospel, which you at his coming those who belong to 
received, in which you stand, 2 by Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 
which you are saved, if you hold it fast delivers the kingdom to God the Father 
-unless you believed in vain. after destroying every rule and e\'ery 
l-t.26: Eph 5.19. 14.34: I Tim 2.11-12; l Pee 3.1. 15.3: I Cor 11.23; l Pct 2.2.\; Is 53.5-12. 
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15.22: Rom 5.14-IR. 15.23: I Thcss 2.19. 



The spiritual body 167 1 CORINTIDANS 16 
authority and power. 25 For he must a spiritual body. If there is a physical 
reign until he has put all his enemies body, there is also a spiritual body. 
under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be 45 Thus it is written, "The first man 
destroyed is death. 27 "For God' has Adam became a living being"; the last 
put all things in subjection under his Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But 
feet." But when it says, "All things are it is not the spiritual which is first but 
put in subjection under him," it is plain the physical, and then the spiritual. 
that he is excepted who put all things 47 The first man was from the eanh, a 
under him. 2H When all things are sub- man of dust; the second man is from 
jeered to him, then the Son himself will heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are 
also be subjected to him who put all those who are of the dust; and as is the 
things under him, that God may be man of heaven, so are those who are of 
t>verything to every one. heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the 

29 Otherwise, what do people mean image of the man of dust, we shall" 
by being baptized on behalf of the also bear the image of the man of 
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, he:iven. so I tell you this, brethren: 
why are people baptized on their be- flesh and blood cannot inherit the king
half? Jo Why am I in peril every hour? dom of God, nor does the perishable 
31 I protest, brethren, by my pride in inherit the imperishable. 
you which I have in Christ Jesus our 51 Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall 
Lord, I die every day! J2 What do I not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with s2 in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
raised, "Let us eat and drink, for to- will sound, and the dead will be raised 
morrow we die." .l3 Do not be deceived: imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
"Bad company ruins good morals." S.l For this perishable nature must put 
J4 Come to your right mind, and sin no on the imperishable, and this monal 
more. For some have no knowledge of nature must put on immortality. 
God. I say this to your shame. s4 When the perishable puts on the im-

35 But some one will ask, "How are perishable, and the mortal puts on im
the dead raised? With what kind of body mortality, then shall come to pass the 
do they come?" 36 You foolish man! saying that is written: 
What you sow does not come to life "Death is swallowed up in victory." 
unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not so "O death, where is thy victory? 
the body which is to be, but a bare 0 death, where is thy sting?" 
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some 56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
other grain. 311 But God gives it a body power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be 
as he has chosen, and to each kind of to God, who gives us the victory 
seed its own body. J9 For not all flesh is through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
alike, but there is one kind for men, 58 Therefore, my beloved breth
another for animals, another for birds, ren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
and another for fish. 40 There are abounding in the work of the Lord, 
celestial bodies and there are terrestrial knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
bodies; but the glory of the celestial is not in vain. 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 
another. 41 There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for star differs 
from star in glory. 

42 So is it with the resurrection of the 
dead. What is sown is perishable, what 
is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised 
- Greek hi' '' Orher anc1enl aurhontics read let UI 

16 Now concerning the contribu
tion for the saints: as I directed 

the churches of Galatia, so you also are 
to do. 2 On the first day of every week, 
each of you is to put something aside 
and store it up, as he may prosper, so 
that contributions need not be made 
when I come. 3And when I arrive, I will 
send those whom you accredit by letter 
to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 11·1r 
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Llems advisable that I should go also, 
Admonitions and salutations 

hey will accompany me. 
5 I will visit you after passing through 

1\11.acedo'nia, for I intend to pass through 
1\11.acedo'nia, 6 and perhaps I will stay 
with you or even spend the winter, so 
that you may speed me on my journey, 
wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see 
you now just in passing; I hope to 
spend some time with you, if the Lord 
permits. x But I will stay in Ephesus 
until Pentecost, 9 for a wide door for 
effective work has opened to me, and 
there are many adversaries. 

10 When Timothy comes, see that 
you put him at case among you, for he 
is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 
11 So let no one despise him. Speed him 
on his way in peace, that he may return 
to me; for I am expecting him with the 
brethren. 

12 As for our brother Apol'los, I 
strongly urged him to visit you with the 
other brethren, but it was not at all 
his will'' to come now. He will come 
when he has opportunity. 

13 Be watchful, stand firm in your 

faith, be courageous, be strong. 14 Let 
all that you do be done in love. 

15 Now, brethren, you know that the 
household of Steph'anas were the first 
converts in Acha'ia, and they have de
voted themselves to the service of the 
saints; 16 1 urge you to be subject to 
such men and to every fellow worker 
and laborer. 17 I rejoice at the coming of 
Steph'anas and Fortuna'tus and Acha'
icus, because they have made up for 
your absence; I H for they refreshed my 
spirit as well as yours. Give recognition 
to such men. 

19 The churches of Asia send greet
ings. Aquila and Prisca, together with 
the church in their house, send you 
hearty greetings in the Lord. 20All the 
brethren send greetings. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. 

21 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. 22 If any one has no love 
for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our 
Lord, come!,. 23 The grace of the Lord 
Jesus be with you. 24 My love be with 
you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother. 
To the church of God which is at 

Corinth, with all the saints who are in 
the whole of Acha'ia: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who 
comforts us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any affliction, with the comfort 
with which we ourselves are com
forted by God. 5 For as we share 

abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so 
through Christ we share abundantly in 
comfort too." 6 If we are afflicted, it is 
for your comfort and salvation; and if 
we are comforted, it is for your comfort, 
which you experience when you pa
tiently endure the same sufferings that 
we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is un
shaken; for we know that as you share 
in our sufferings, you will also share in 
our comfort. 

8 For we do not want you to be ig
norant, brethren, of the affliction we 
experienced in Asia; for we were so 
utterly, unbearably crushed that we 
despaired of life itself. 9 Why, we felt 
that we had received the sentence of 

11 Or God's will for him r· Greek Maranarha 
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death; but that was to make us rely not have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of 
on ourselves but on God who raises the all of you, that my joy would be the joy of 
dead; 1 o he delivered us from so deadly you all. 4 For I wrote you out of much 
a peril, and he will deliver us; on him affliction and anguish of heart and with 
we have set our hope that he will deliver many tears, not to cause you pain but to 
us again. 11 You also must help us by let you know the abundant love that I 
prayer, so that many will give chanks on have for you. 
our behalf for the blessing granted us in 5 But if any one has caused pain, he 
answer to many prayers. has caused it noc to me, buc in some 

12 For our boast is this, the testimony measure--noc co put ic too severely
of our conscience that we have be- to you all. 6 For such a one chis punish
haved in the world, and still more ment by the majority is enough; 7 so 
toward you, with holiness and godly you should racher turn to forgive and 
sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by comfort him, or he may be over
che grace of God. 13 For we write you whelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I 
nothing but what you can read and beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 
understand; I hope you will understand 9 For chis is why I wrote, that I mighc 
fully, 14 as you have understood in part, cesc you and know whether you are 
chat you can be proud of us as we can obedient in everything. IDAny one 
be of you, on the day of the Lord whom you forgive, I also forgive. What 
J csus. I have forgiven, if I have forgiven any-

15 Because I was sure of this, I thing, has been for your sake in the 
wanted to come to you first, so thac you presence of Christ, 11 to keep Satan 
might have a double pleasure; 1' 16 I from gaining the advantage over us; for 
wanted to visit you on my way to we are not ignorant of his designs. 
Maccdo'nia, and to come back to you 12 When I came to Tro'as to preach 
from Macedo'nia and have you send me the gospel of Christ, a door was opened 
on my way to Judea. 17 Was I vacillating for me in the Lord; 13 but my mind 
when I wanted to do this? Do I make could not rest because I did not find my 
my plans like a worldly man, ready to brother Titus there. So I took leave of 
say Yes and No at once? 18As surely as them and went on to Macedo'nia. 
God is faithful, our word to you has 14 But thanks be to God, who in 
noc been Yes and No. llJ For the Son of Christ always leads us in triumph, and 
God, Jesus Chrisc, whom we preached through us spreads the fragrance of the 
among you, Silva'nus and Timothy and knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For 
I, was not Yes and No; but in him it is we are the aroma of Christ to God 
always Yes. 20 For all the promises of among those who are being saved and 
God find their Yes in him. That is why among those who are perishing, II\ to 
we utter the Amen through him, to the one a fragrance from death to death, to 
glory of God. 21 But it is God who the other a fragrance from life to life. 
establishes us with you in Christ, and Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For 
has commissioned us; 22 he has put his we are not, like so many, peddlers of 
seal upon us and given us his Spirit in God's word; but as men of sincerity, as 
our hearts as a guarantee. commissioned by God, in the sight of 

23 But I call God to witness against God we speak in Christ. 
me--it was to spare you that I re- 3 Are we beginning to commend 
frained from coming to Corinth. 24 Not ourselves again? Or do we need, as 
that we lord it over your faith; we work some do, letters of recommendation to 
with you for your joy, for you stand you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are 

2 firm in your faith. I For I made up our letter of recommendation, written 
my mind not to make you another on your" hearts, to be known and read 

painful visit. 2 For if I cause you pain, by all men; 3 and you show that you are 
who is there to make me glad but the a letter from Christ delivered by us, 
one whom I have pained? 3And I wrote written not with ink but with the Spirit 
as I did, so that when I came I might of the living God, not on tablets of 
not suffer pain from those who should stone but on tablets of human hearts. 
1• Olhcr andcm auchoritics read favor r· Other ancient authoritie's read our 
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4 Such is the confidence that we have world has blinded the minds of the un

through Christ toward God. 'Not that believers, to keep them from seeing the 
we are competent of ourselves tq claim light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
anything as coming from us; our com- who is the likeness of God. s For what 
petence is from God, 6 who has made us we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus 
competent to be ministers of a new cove- Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
nant, not in a written code but in the servants! for Jesus' sake. 6 For it is the 
Spirit; for the written code kills, but the God who said, "Let light shine out of 
Spirit gives life. darkness," who has shone in our heans 

7 Now if the dispensation of death, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
carved in letters on stone, came with glory of God in the face of Christ. 
such splendor that the Israelites could 7 But we have this treasure in 
not look at Moses' face because of its earthen vessels, to show that the tran
brightness, fading as this was, 8 will not scendent power belongs to God and not 
the dispensation of the Spirit be at- to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, 
tended with greater splendor? 9 For if but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
there was splendor in the dispensation driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not 
of condemnation, the dispensation of forsaken; struck down, but not de
righteousness must far exceed it in stroyed; 10 always carrying in the body 
splendor. 10 Indeed, in this case, what the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
once had splendor has come to have no Jesus may also be manifested in our 
splendor at all, because of the splendor bodies. II For while we Jive we are al
that surpasses it. 11 For if what faded ways being given up to death for Jesus' 
away came with splendor, what is sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 
permanent must have much more splen- manifested in our monal flesh. 12 So 
dor. death is at work in us, but life in you. 

12 Since we have such a hope, we are 13 Since we have the same spirit of 
very bold, 13 not like Moses, who put a faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, 
veil over his face so that the Israelites and so I spoke," we too believe, and so 
might not see the end of the fading we speak, 14 knowing that he who raised 
splendor. 14 But their minds were the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
hardened; for to this day, when they Jes us and bring us with you into his 
read the old covenant, that same veil presence. IS For it is all for your sake, so 
remains unlifted, because only through that as grace extends to more and more 
Christ is it taken away. IS Yes, to this people it may increase thanksgiving, to 
day whenever Moses is read a veil lies the glory of God. 
over their minds; 16 but when a man 16 So we do not lose heart. Though 
turns to the Lord the veil is removed. our outer nature is wasting away, our 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and inner nature is being renewed every 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is day. 17 For this slight momentary 
freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
face, beholdingd the glory of the Lord, weight of glory beyond all comparison, 
are being changed into his likeness from 18 because we look not to the things that 
one degree of glory to another; for this are seen but to the things that are un
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. seen; for the things that are seen are 

4 Therefore, having this ministry by transient, but the things that are unseen 
the mercy of God,' we do not lose are eternal. 

heart. 2 We have renounced disgrace- 5 For we know that if the earthlv 
ful, underhanded ways; we refuse to tent we live in is destroyed, we have 
practice cunning or to tamper with a building from God, a house not made 
God's word, but by the open statement with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
of the truth we would commend our- 2 Here indeed we groan, and long to put 
selves to every man's conscience in the on our heavenly dwelling, _; so that by 
sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is putting it on we may not be found 
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are naked. 4 For while we are still in this 
perishing. 4 In their case the god of this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we 
rl Or rcflatin1: ,. Greek as Wl' ha'th' received meny f Or slaves 
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would be unclothed, but that we would on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
be further clothed, so that what is God. 21 For our sake he made him to be 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
5 He who has prepared us for this very might become the righteousness of God. 
thing is God, who has given us the 6 Working together with him, then, 
Spirit as a guarantee. we entreat you not to accept the 

6 So we are always of good courage; grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, 
we know that while we are at home in "At the acceptable time I have lis-
the body we are away from the Lord, tened to you, 
7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. and helped you on the day of salva-
8 We are of good courage, and we would tion." 
rather be away from the body and at Behold, now is the acceptable time; 
home with the Lord. 9 So whether we behold, now is the day of salvation. 
are at home or away, we make it our aim 3 We put no obstacle in any one's way, 
to please him. 10 For we must all appear so that no fault may be found with our 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so ministry, 4 but as servants of God we 
that each one may receive good or evil, commend ourselves in every way: 
according to what he has done in the through great endurance, in afflictions, 
body. hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, im-

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the prisonments, tumults, labors, watching, 
Lord, we persuade men; but what we hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, for
are is known to God, and I hope it is bearancc, kindness, the Holy Spirit, 
known also to your conscience. 12 We genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the 
are not commending ourselves to you power of God; with the weapons of 
again but giving you cause to be proud righteousness for the right hand and for 
of us, so that you may be able to answer the left; 8 in honor and dishonor, in ill 
those who pride themselves on a man's repute and good repute. We are treated 
position and not on his heart. 13 For if as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as un
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if known, and yet well known; as dying, 
we are in our right mind, it is for you. and behold we live; as punished, and yet 
14 For the love of Christ controls us, be- not killed; 1 o as sorrowful, yet always re
cause we are convinced that one has joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
died for all; therefore all have died. as having nothing, and yet possessing 
15And he died for all, that those who live everything. 
might live no longer for themselves but I I Our mouth is open to you, Co
for him who for their sake died and was rinthians; our heart is wide. 12 You are 
raised. not restricted by us, but you are re-

16 From now on, therefore, we regard stricted in your own affections. 13 ln 
no one from a human point of view; return-I speak as to children-widen 
even though we once regarded Christ your hearts also. 
from a human point of view, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if any 14 Do not be mismated with unbe
one is in Christ, he is a new creation ;u lievers. For what partnership have 
the old has passed away, behold, the righteousness and iniquity? Or what 
new has come. 18All this is from God, fellowship has light with darkness? 
who through Christ reconciled us to 15 What accord has Christ with Be'lial?i 
himself and gave us the ministry of Or what has a believer in common with 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God an unbeliever? 16 What agreement has 
was reconcilingh the world to him- the temple of God with idols? For we 
self, not counting their trespasses are the temple of the living God; as 
against them, and entrusting to us the God said, 
message of reconciliation. 20 So we are "I will live in them and move among 
ambassadors for Christ, God making them, 
his appeal through us.~ beseech you and I will be their God, 
K Or a.:a111r~ hor God was,-,, Chrlsi reconci/i,,~ 1Grcck IJeliar 
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2 CORINTHIANS 6 1 72 Coming of Tiws 
and they shall be my people. 

17 Therefore come out from them, 
and be separate from them, says 

Lord, 
and touch nothing unclean; 
then I will welcome you, 

the wrong, nor on account of the one 
who suffered the wrong, but in order 

the that your zeal for us might be revealed 
to you in the sight of God. l.l Therefore 
we are comforted. 

18 and I will be a father to you, 
and you shall be my sons 

daughters, 

And besides our own comfort we re
joiced still more at the joy of Titus 

and because his mind has been set at rest by 
you all. 14 For if I have expressed to him 
some pride in you, I was not put to 
shame; but just as everything we said to 
you was true, so our boasting before 
Titus has proved true. "And his heart 
goes out all the more to you, as he re
members the obedience of you all, and 
the fear and trembling with which you 
received him. 16 I rejoice, because I 
have perfect confidence in you. 

says the Lord Almighty." 

7 Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 

from every defilement of body and 
spirit, and make holiness perfect in the 
fear of God. 

2 Open your hearts to us; we have 
wronged no one, we have corrupted no 
one, we have taken advantage of no 
one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you, 
for I said before that you are in our 
hearts, to die together and to live to
gether. 4 I have great confidence in 
you; I have great pride in you; I am 
filled with comfort. With all our afflic
tion, I am overjoyed. 

5 For even when we came into 
Macedo'nia, our bodies had no rest but 
we were afflicted at every turn
fighting without and fear within. 6 But 
God, who comforts the downcast, 
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 
7 and not only by his coming but also by 
the comfort with which he was com
forted in you, as he told us of your 
longing, your mourning, your zeal for 
me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8 For 
even if I made you sorry with my letter, 
I do not regret it (though I did regret 
it), for I see that that letter grieved you, 
though only for a while. 9 As it is, I re
joice, not because you were grieved, but 
because you were grieved into repent
ing; for you felt a godly grief, so that 
you suffered no loss through us. 10 For 
godly grief produces a repentance that 
leads to salvation and brings no regret, 
but worldly grief produces death. 11 For 
see what earnestness this godly grief has 
produced in you, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indignation, what 
alarm, what longing, what zeal, what 
punishment! At every point you have 
proved yourselves guiltless in the 
matter. 12 So although I wrote to you, 
it was not on account of the one who did 

8 We want you to know, brethren, 
about the grace of God which has 

been shown in the churches of Macedo'
nia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and their ex
treme poverty have overflowed in a 
wealth of liberality on their part. J For 
they gave according to their means, as I 
can testify, and beyond their means, of 
their own free will, 4 begging us earnest
ly for the favor of taking part in the re
lief of the saints- 5 and this, not as we 
expected, but first they gave themselves 
to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 
6Accordingly we have urged Titus that 
as he had already made a beginning, he 
should also complete among you this 
gracious work. 7 Now as you excel in 
everything-in faith, in utterance, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in 
your love for us-see that you excel in 
this gracious work also. 

8 I say this not as a command, but to 
prove by the earnestness of others that 
your love also is genuine. 9 For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that by 
his poverty you might become rich. 
lOAnd in this matter I give my advice: 
it is best for you now to complete what 
a year ago you began not only to do but 
to desire, 11 so that your readiness in 
desiring it may be matched by your 
completing it out of what you have. 
12 For if the readiness is there, it is ac
ceptable according to what a man has, 
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Offering for the saints 173 2 CORINTHIANS 10 
not according to what he has not. I.I I do arrange in advance for this gift you have 
not mean that others should be eased promised, so that it may be ready not as 
and you burdened, 14 but that as a an exaction but as a willing gift. 
matter of equality your abundance at 6 The point is this: he who sows 
the present time should supply their sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
want, so that their abundance may sup- he who sows bountifully will also reap 
ply your want, that there may be equal- bountifully. 7 Each one must do as he 
ity. 15As it is written, "He who gathered has made up his mind, not reluctantly 
much had nothing over, and he who or under compulsion, for God loves a 
gathered little had no lack." cheerful giver. BAnd God is able to 

16 But thanks be to God who puts the provide you with every blessing in 
same earnest care for you into the heart abundance, so that you may always have 
of Titus. 17 For he not only accepted our enough of everything and may provide 
appeal, but being himself very earnest in abundance for every good work. YAs 
he is going to you of his own accord. it is written, 
IH With him we are sending the brother "He scatters abroad, he gives to the 
who is famous among all the churches poor; 
for his preaching of the gospel; 19 and his righteousness" endures for ever." 
not only that, but he has been appointed 10 He who supplies seed to the sower 
by the churches to travel with us in this and bread for food will supply and 
gracious work which we are carrying on, multiply your resources1 and increase 
for the glory of the Lord and to show the harvest of your righteousness. 1 

our good will. 20 We intend that no one 11 You will be enriched in every way for 
should blame us about this liberal gift great generosity, which through us will 
which we are administering, 21 for we produce thanksgiving to God; 12 for the 
aim at what is honorable not only in the rendering of this service not only sup
Lord's sight but also in the sight of men. plies the wants of the saints but also 
22And with them we are sending our overflows in many thanksgivings to 
brother whom we have often tested and God. 13 Under the test of this service, 
found earnest in many matters, but who you"' will glorify God by your obedi
is now more earnest than ever because ence in acknowledging the gospel of 
of his great confidence in you. 23As for Christ, and by the generosity of your 
Titus, he is my partner and fellow contribution for them and for all others; 
worker in your service; and as for our 14 while they long for you and pray for 
brethren, they are messengers i of the you, because of the surpassing grace of 
churches, the glory of Christ. 24 So give God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for 
proof, before the churches, of your love his inexpressible gift! 
and of our boasting about you to these 
men. 10 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by 

9 Now it is superfluous for me to the meekness and gentleness of 
write to you about the offering for Christ-I who am humble when face to 

the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, face with you, but bold to you when I 
of which I boast about you to the people am away!- 2 I beg of you that when I 
of Macedo'nia, saying that Acha'ia has am present I may not have to show 
been ready since last year; and your zeal boldness with such confidence as I 
has stirred up most of them. 3 But I am count on showing against some who 
sending the brethren so that our boast- suspect us of acting in worldly fashion. 
ing about you may not prove vain in this 3 For though we live in the world we are 
case, so that you may be ready, as I said not carrying on a worldly war, 4 for the 
you would be; 4 lest if some Macedo'- weapons of our warfare are not worldly 
nians come with me and find that you but have divine power to destroy 
are not ready, we be humiliated-to say strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments 
nothing of you-for being so confident. and every proud obstacle to the knowl
s So I thought it necessary to urge the edge of God, and take every thought 
brethren to go on to you before me, and captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to 
j Greek llpu.Hles k Or bene110/e11cc I Greek sowing m Or they 
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punish every disobedience, when your 
obedience is complete. 

7 Look at what is before your eyes. If 
any one is confident that he is Christ's, 
let him remind himself that as he is 
Christ's, so are we. H For even if I boast 
a little too much of our authority, which 
the Lord gave for building you up and 
not for destroying you, I shall not be 
put to shame. 9 I would not seem to be 
frightening you with letters. 10 For they 
say, "His letters are weighty and strong, 
but his bodily presence is weak, and his 
speech of no account." 11 Let such 
people understand that what we say by 
letter when absent, we do when present. 
12 Not that we venture to class or com
pare ourselves with some of those who 
commend themselves. But when they 
measure themselves by one another, and 
compare themselves with one another, 
they are without understanding. 

13 But we will not boast beyond limit, 
but will keep to the limits God has ap
portioned us, to reach even to you. 
14 For we are not overextending our
selves, as though we did not reach you; 
we were the first to come all the way to 
you with the gospel of Christ. IS We do 
not boast beyond limit, in other men's 
labors; but our hope is that as your 
faith increases, our field among you 
may be greatly enlarged, 16 so that we 
may preach the gospel in lands beyond 
you, without boasting of work already 
done in another's field. 17 "Let him who 
boasts, boast of the Lord." 18 For it is 
not the man who commends himself 
that is accepted, but the man whom the 
Lord conunends. 

11 I wish you would bear with me 
in a little foolishness. Do bear 

with me! 2 I feel a divine jealousy for 
you, for I betrothed you to Christ to 
present you as a pure bride to her one 
husband .. 1 But I am afraid that as the 
serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, 
your thoughts will be led astray from a 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
4 For if some one comes and preaches 
another Jesus than the one we preached, 
or if you receive a different spirit from 
the one you received, or if you accept a 
different gospel from the one you ac
cepted, you submit to it readily enough. 

s I think that I am not in che least in
ferior to these superlative apostles. 
6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I 
am not in knowledge; in every way we 
have made this plain to you in all things. 

7 Did I conunit a sin in abasing my
self so that you might be exalted, be
cause I preached God's gospel without 
cost to you? 8 I robbed ocher churches 
by accepting suppon from them in 
order to serve you. 9And when I was 
with you and was in want, I did not 
burden any one, for my needs were sup
plied by the brethren who came from 
Macedo'nia. So I refrained and will 
refrain from burdening you in any way. 
IOAs the truth of Christ is in me, this 
boast of mine shall nor be silenced in the 
regions of Acha'ia. llAnd why? Because 
I do not love you? God knows I do! 

12 And what I do I will continue to 
do, in order to undermine the claim of 
those who would like to claim that in 
their boasted mission they work on the 
same terms as we do. 13 For such men 
are false apostles, deceitful workmen, 
disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ. 14And no wonder, for even 
Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light. 15 So it is not strange if his serv
ants also disguise themselves as servants 
of righteousness. Their end will corre
spond to their deeds. 

16 I repeat, let no one think me fool
ish; but even if you do, accept me as a 
fool, so that I too may boast a little. 
17 (What I am saying I say not with the 
Lord's authority but as a fool, in this 
boastful confidence; 18 since many boast 
of worldly things, I too will boast.) 
19 For you gladly bear with fools, being 
wise yourselves! 20 For you bear it if a 
man makes slaves of you, or preys upon 
you, or takes advantage of you, or puts 
on airs, or strikes you in the face. 21 To 
my shame, I must say, we were too 
weak for that ! 

But whatever any one dares to boast 
of-I am speaking as a fool-I also dare 
to boast of that. 22Are they Hebrews? 
So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. 
Are they descendants of Abraham? So 
am I. 23Are they servants of Christ? I am 
a better one-I am talking like a mad
man-with far greater labors, far more 
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imprisonments, with countless beatings, times I besought the Lord about this, 
and often near death. 24 Five times I that it should leave me; 9 but he said to 
have received at the hands of the Jews me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for 
the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times my power is made perfect in weakness." 
I have been beaten with rods; once I I will all the more gladly boast of my 
was stoned. Three times I have been weaknesses, that the power of Christ 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of 
been adrift at sea; 26 on frequent Christ, then, I am content with weak.
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger nesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
from robbers, danger from my own and calamities; for when I am weak, 
people, danger from Gentiles, danger then I am strong. 
in the city, danger in the wilderness, 11 I have been a fool! You forced me 
danger at sea, danger from false to it, for I ought to have been com
brethren; 21 in toil and hardship, mended by you. For I was not at all in
through many a sleepless night, in hun- ferior to these superlative apostles, even 
ger and thirst, often without food, in though I am nothing. 12 The signs of a 
cold and exposure. 28And, apart from true apostle were performed among you 
other things, there is the daily pressure in all patience, with signs and wonders 
upon me of my anxiety for all the and mighty works. B For in what were 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not you less favored than the rest of the 
weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not churches, except that I myself did not 
indignant? burden you? Forgive me this wrong! 

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the 14 Here for the third time I am ready 
things that show my weakness. 31 The to come to you. And I will not be a bur
God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he den, for I seek not what is yours but 
who is blessed for ever, knows that I do you; for children ought not to lay up for 
not lie .. l2At Damascus, the governor their parents, but parents for their 
under King Ar' etas guarded the city of children. IS I will most gladly spend and 
Damascus in order to seize me, 33 but I be spent for your souls. If I love you the 
was let down in a basket through a more, am I to be loved the less? 16 But 
window in the wall, and escaped his granting that I myself did not burden 
hands. you, I was crafty, you say, and got the 

12 I must boast; there is nothing to better of you by guile. 17 Did I take 
be gained by it, but I will go on advantage of you through any of those 

w visions and revelations of the Lord. whom I sent to you? 18 I urged Titus to 
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen go, and sent the brother with him. Did 
years ago was caught up to the third Titus take advantage of you? Did we not 
heaven-whether in the body or out of act in the same spirit? Did we not take 
the body I do not know, God knows. the same steps? 
·1And I know that this man was caught 19 Have you been thinking all along 
up into Paradise--whether in the body that we have been defending ourselves 
or out of the body I do not know, God before you? It is in the sight of God that 
knows---A and he heard things that can- we have been speaking in Christ, and all 
not be told, which man may not utter. for your upbuilding, beloved. 20 For 
' On behalf of this man I will boast, but I fear that perhaps I may come and find 
on my own behalf I will not boast, ex- you not what I wish, and that you may 
cept of my weaknesses. 6 Though if I find me not what you wish; that perhaps 
wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I there may be quarreling, jealousy, an
shall be speaking the truth. But I re- ger, selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, 
frain from it, so that no one may think and disorder. 21 I fear that when I come 
more of me than' he sees in me or hears again my God may humble me before 
from me. 7And to keep me from being you, and I may have to mourn over 
too elated by the abundance of revela- many of those who sinned before and 
tions, a thorn was given me in the flesh, have not repented of the impurity, im
a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to morality, and licentiousness which they 
keep me from being too elated. B Three have practiced. 
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13 This is the third time I am com- not that we may appear to have met the 
ing to you. Any charge must be test, but that you may do what is right, 

sustained by the evidence of two or though we may seem to have failed. 
three witnesses. 2 I warned those who B For we cannot do anything against the 
sinned before and all the others, and I truth, but only for the truth. 9 For we 
warn them now while absent, as I did are glad when we are weak and you are 
when present on my second visit, that if strong. What we pray for is your im-
1 come again I will not spare them- provement. IO I write this while I am 
3 since you desire proof that Christ is away from you, in order that when I 
speaking in me. He is not weak in deal- come I may not have to be severe in my 
ing with you, but is powerful in you. use of the authority which the Lord has 
4 For he was crucified in weakness, but given me for building up and not for 
lives by the power of God. For we are tearing down. 
weak in him, but in dealing with you we 11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Mend 
shall live with him by the power of God. your ways, heed my appeal, agree with 

5 Examine yourselves, to see whether one another, live in peace, and the God 
you are holding to your faith. Test your- of love and peace will be with you. 
selves. Do you not realize that Jesus 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
Christ is in you?-unless indeed you fail 13All the saints greet you. 
to meet the test! 6 I hope you will find 14 The grace of the Lord Jes us Christ 
out that we have not failed. 7 But we and the love of God and the fellowship 
pray God that you may not do wrong- of" the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

GALATIANS 

1 Paul an apostle---not from men nor 
through man, but through Jesus 

Christ and God the Father, who raised 
him from the dead- 2 and all the 
brethren who are with me, 

To the churches of Galatia: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God 

the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
4 who gave himself for our sins to de
liver us from the present evil age, ac
cording to the will of our God and 
Father; s to whom be the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

6 I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting him who called you in 
the grace of Christ and turning to a 
different gospel-7 not that there is an
other gospel, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. B But even if we, or an 
angel from heaven, should preach to 
you a gospel contrary to that which we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. 

9As we have said before, so now I say 
again, If any one is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to that which you re
ceived, let him be accursed. 

10 Am I now seeking the favor of 
men, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please men? If I were still pleasing men, 
I should not be a servant" of Christ. 

11 For I would have you know, 
brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached by me is not man's~ gospel. 
12 For I did not receive it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you 
have heard of my former life in Juda
ism, how I persecuted the church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it; 
14 and I advanced in Judaism beyond 
many of my own age among my people, 
so extremely zealous was I for the tradi
tions of my fathers. 15 But when he who 
had set me apart before I was born, and 
had called me through his grace, 16 was 
pleased to reveal his Son tor me, in 
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order that I might preach him among cumcised; 10 only they would have us 
the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh remember the poor, which very thing I 
and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jeru- was eager to do. 
salem to those who were apostles before 11 But when Cephas came to Antioch 
me, but I went away into Arabia; and I opposed him to his face, because he 
again I returned to Damascus. stood condemned. 12 For before certain 

18 Then after three years I went up men came from James, he ate with the 
to Jernsalem to visit Cephas, and re- Gentiles; but when they came he drew 
mained with him fifteen days. 19 But I back and separated himself, fearing the 
saw none of the other apostles except circumcision party. l3And with him the 
James the Lord's brother. 20 (In what I rest of the Jews acted insincerely, so that 
am writing to you, before God, I do not even Barnabas was carried away by their 
lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of insincerity. 14 But when I saw that they 
Syria and Cili'cia. 22And I was still were not straightforward about the 
not known by sight to the churches of truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas be
Christ in Judea; 2J they only heard it fore them all, "If you, though a Jew, 
said, "He who once persecuted us is live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, 
now preaching the faith he once tried to how can you compel the Gentiles to 
destroy." 24And they glorified God live like Jews?" 15 We ourselves, who 
because of me. are Jews by birth and not Gentile 

2 Then after fourteen years I went sinners, 16 yet who know that a man is 
up again to Jerusalem with Barna- not justifiedd by works of the law but 

bas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I through faith in Jesus Christ, even we 
went up by revelation; and I laid before have believed in Christ Jes us, in order 
them (but privately before those who to be justified by faith in Christ, and not 
were of repute) the gospel which I by works of the law, because by works 
preach among the Gentiles, lest some- of the law shall no one be justified. 
how I should be running or had run in 17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified 
vain. J But even Titus, who was with in Christ, we ourselves were found to be 
me, was not compelled to be circum- sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? 
cised, though he was a Greek. 4 But Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again 
because of false brethren secretly those things which I tore down, then I 
brought in, who slipped in to spy out prove myself a transgressor. 19 For I 
our freedom which we have in Christ through the law died to the law, that I 
Jesus, that they might bring us into might live to God. 20 I have been 
bondage-- 5 to them we did not yield crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
submission even for a moment, that the who live, but Christ who lives in me; 
truth of the gospel might be preserved and the life I now live in the flesh I live 
for you. 6And from those who were re- by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
puted to be something (what they were me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not 
makes no difference to me; God shows nullify the grace of God; for if justifica
no partiality)-those, I say, who were of tion' were through the law, then Christ 
repute added nothing to me; 7 but on died to no purpose. 
the contrary, when they saw that I had 
been entrusted with the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been 
entrusted with the gospel to the cir
cumcised B (for he who worked through 
Peter for the mission to the circumcised 
worked through me also for the Gen
tiles), 9 and when they perceived the 
grace that was given to me, James and 
Cephas and John, who were reputed to 
be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship, that we should 
go to the Gentiles and they to the cir-

3 0 foolish Galatians! Who has be
witched you, before whose eyes 

Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? 2 Let me ask you only this: 
Did you receive the Spirit by works of 
the law, or by hearing with faith? lAre 
you so foolish? Having begun with the 
Spirit, are you now ending with the 
flesh? 4 Did you experience so many 
things in vain?-if it really is in vain. 
s Does he who supplies the Spirit to 
you and works miracles among you do 

11 Or reckm1ed righteous; and so elsewhere ,.. Or righteousness 
1.18: Acts 9.26-30; 11.30. 2-1: Acts 15.2. 2.5: Acts 15.23-29. 2.6: Deut 10.17. 2.11: Acts 11.19-26. 
2.16: Ps 143.2; Rom 3.20. 2.20: Gal 1.4. 



GALATIANS 3 178 Purpose of the /au: 
so by works of rhe law, or by hearing ises of God? Cerrainly nor; for if a law 
wirh fairh? had been given which could make alive, 

6 Thus Abraham "believed God, and rhen righreousness would indeed be by 
ir was reckoned co him as righreous- rhe law. 22 Bur rhe scriprure consigned 
ness." 7 So you see char ir is men of all rhings co sin, char what was promised 
fairh who are rhe sons of Abraham. to fairh in Jesus Chrisr might be given to 
MAnd che scriprure, foreseeing char God chose who believe. 
would iusrify che Gentiles by faich, 23 Now before faith came, we were 
preached rhe gospel beforehand to confined under the law, kept under re
Abraham, saying, "In you shall all rhe srraint until faith should be revealed. 
narions be blessed." 9 So then, chose 24 So char rhe law was our custodian un
who are men of fairh are blessed wirh ril Chrisr came, chat we mighr be jusri
Abraham who had faith. fied by faith. 2o But now that faith has 

IO For all who rely on works of the come,we are no longer under a custo
law are under a curse; for it is wrinen, dian ;, 26 for in Chrisr Jes us you are alf 
"Cursed be every one who does not sons of God, through fairh. 27 For as 
abide by all things written in the book many of you as were baptized into 
of che law, and do them." II Now it is Christ have put on Christ. 2H There is 
evident chat no man is justified before neither Jew nor Greek, there is neirher 
God by che law; for "He who through slave nor free, there is neirher male nor 
faich is righteous shall live" ;f I2 but the female; for you are all one in Christ 
law does nor rest on faith, for "He who Jesus. 2YAnd if you are Chrisr's, then 
does chem shall live by chem." 13 Christ you are Abraham's offspring, heirs ac
redeemed us from che curse of the law, cording to promise. 
having become a curse for us-for it is 4 I mean that the heir, as long as he 
wrinen; "Cursed be every one who is a child, is no better than a slave, 
hangs on a tree"-14 that in Christ though he is rhe owner of all the estate; 
Jesus che blessing of Abraham might 2 but he is under guardians and trustees 
come upon the Gentiles, chat we might until the date set by rhe father. -' So 
receive che promise of the Spirit wirh us; when we were children, we 
through faith. were slaves to the elemental spirirs of 

15 To give a human example, breth- the universe. 4 But when rhe time had 
ren: no one annuls even a man's will,• fully come, God sent forth his Son, born 
or adds to it, once it has been rarified. of woman, born under rhe law, ' ro re-
16 Now che promises were made co deem those who were under rhe law, 
Abraham and ro his offspring. It does so thar we mighr receive adoption as 
not say, "And to offsprings," referring sons. 6And because you are sons, God 
to many; but, referring to one, "And to has sent rhe Spirir of his Son inro our 
your offspring," which is Christ. hearts, crying, "Abba! Farber!" 7 So 
17 This is whar I mean: the law, which through God you are no longer a slave 
came four hundred and chirty years bur a son, and if a son rhen an heir. 
afterward, does not annul a covenant 8 Formerly, when you did nor know 
previously ratified by God, so as to God, you were in bondage to beings 
make the promise void. 18 For if the char by narure are no gods; 9 bur now 
inheritance is by che law, iris no longer char you have come ro know God, or 
by promise; bur God gave ir co Abra- rather to be known by God, how can 
ham by a promise. you rurn back again to rhe weak and 

19 Why chen che law? It was added beggarly elemental spirirs, whose sla,·es 
because of transgressions, till the off- you want to be once more? 10 You ob
spring should come to whom the prom- serve days, and months, and seasons, 
ise had been made; and it was ordained and years! I I I am afraid I have labored 
by angels through an intermediary. over you in vain. 
20 Now an intermediary implies more 12 Brechren, I beseech you, become 
than one; but God is one. as I am, for I also have become as you 

21 Is the law chen against the prom- are. You did me no wrong; u you 
f Or the righteous 1hall live by Jailh '.J Or covc11am (as in verse 17) 
3.6: Gen 15.6; Rom 4.3. 3.8: Gen 12.J; 18.18; Acts 3.25. 3.9: Rom -1.16. 3.10: Dcul 27.26. 
3.11: Hab 2.4; Rom 1.17; Heb 10.38. 3.12: Lev 18.5; Rom 10.5. 3.13: Dcut 21.23. 3.16: Gen 12.7. 
3.17: Ex 12.40. 3.18: Rom 11.6. 3.19: Rom 5.20. 3.21: Rom B.2·4. 3.22: Rom 3.9-19' 11.32. 
3.28: Rom 10.12. 4.3: Col 2.20. 4.6: Rom 8.15. 4.13: Acrs 16.6. 



Christian freedom 179 GALATIANS 5 
know it was because of a bodily ailment not children of the slave but of the free 
that I preached the gospel to you at woman. 
first; J4 and though my condition was a 5 For freedom Christ has set us free; 
trial to you, you did not scorn or despise stand fast therefore, and do not 
me, but received me as an angel of God, submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
as Christ Jesus. JS What has become of 2 Now I, Paul, say to you that if you 
the satisfaction you felt? For I bear you receive circumcision, Christ will be of 
witness that, if possible, you would have no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to 
plucked out your eyes and given them every man who receives circumcision 
to me. Jo Have I then become your that he is bound to keep the whole law. 
enemy by telling you the truth?h 4 You are severed from Christ, you who 
17 They make much of you, but for no would be justified by the law; you have 
good purpose; they want to shut you fallen away from grace. 5 For through 
out, that you may make much of them. the Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope 
JH For a good purpose it is always good of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus 
to be made much of, and not only when neither circumcision nor uncircum-
1 am present with you. 19 My little cision is of any avail, but faith workingx 
children, with whom I am again in through love. 7 You were running well; 
travail until Christ be formed in you! who hindered you from obeying the 
20 I could wish to be present with you truth? R This persuasion is not from him 
now and to change my tone, for I am who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens 
perplexed about you. the whole lump. 10 I have confidence in 

21 Tell me, you who desire to be the Lord that you will take no other 
under law, do you not hear the law? view than mine; and he who is troubling 
22 For it is written that Abraham had you will bear his judgment, whoever he 
two sons, one by a slave and one by a is. ''But if I, brethren, still preach cir
free woman. 23 But the son of ·the slave cumcision, why am I still persecuted? In 
was born according to the flesh, the son that case the stumbliny block of the cross 
of the free woman through promise. has been removed. ' I wish those who 
24 Now this is .an allegory: these women unsettle you would mutilate themselves! 
are two covenants. One is from Mount 13 For you were called to freedom, 
Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she brethren; only do not use your freedom 
is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
in Arabia ;i she corresponds to the through love be servants of one another. 
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery 14 Fur the whole law is fulfilled in one 
with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem word, "You shall love your neighbor as 
above is free, and she is our mother. yourself." JS But if you bite and devour 
27 For it is written, one another take heed that you are not 

"Rejoice, 0 barren one who doe5 not consumed by one another. 
bear; 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 

break forth and shout, you who are do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
not in travail; 17 For the desires of the flesh are against 

for the children of the desolate one the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are many more are against the flesh; for these are op-

than the children of her that is posed to each other, to prevent you 
married." from doing what you would. IH But if 

2H Now we,J brethren, like Isaac, are you are led by the Spirit you are not 
children of promise. 29 But as at that under the law. 14 Now the works of the 
time he who was born according to the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, 
flesh persecuted him who was born ac- licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, en
cording to the Spirit, so it is now. 30 But mity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, 
what does the scripture say? "Cast out dissension, party spirit, 21 envy,k drunk
the slave and her son; for the son of the enness, carousing, and the like. I warn 
slave shall not inherit with the son of the you, as I warned you before, that those 
free woman." 31 So, brethren, we are who do such things shall not inherit the 

11 Or by dculi11g rmly with you i Orhcr ancient uuthoricics read /;or Sirrai i1 a mout1rai11 in Arabia 
J Other ancient authorities read yo11 k Other ancient authorities add murder xor m1JJe 4!ffa1ive 
4.19: I Cor U5. 4.22: Gen 16.15; 21.2, 9. 4.23: Rom 9.7-9. 4.27: Is 54.1. 4.29: Gen 21.9. 
4.30: Gen 21.I0-12. 5.6: J Cor 7.19; Gal 6.J5. 5.9: I Cor 5.6. 5.14: Lev 19.JB; Rom 13.B-JO. 
5.17: Rom 7.15-23. 6.19: Rom 1.28. 



GALATIANS 5 180 "Walk by the Spirit" 
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the life. 9And let us not grow weary in well
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind- doing, for in due season we shall reap, if 
ness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentle- we do not lose hean. 10 So then, as we 
ness, self-control; against such there is have opponunity, let us do good to all 
no law. 24And those who belong to men, and especially to those who are of 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh the household of faith. 
with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us have no 
self-conceit, no provoking of one an
other, no envy of one another. 

6 Brethren, if a man is ovenaken in 
any trespass, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentle
ness. Look to yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ. 3 For if 
any one thinks he is something, when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let 
each one test his own work, and then his 
reason to boast will be in himself alone 
and not in his neighbor. 5 For each man 
will have to bear his own load. 

6 Let him who is taught the word 
share all good things with him who 
teaches. 

7 Do not be deceived; God is not 
mocked, for whatever a man sows, that 
he will also reap. B For he who sows to 
his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption; but he who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 

11 See with what large letters I am 
writing to you with my own hand. 12 It 
is those who want to make a good show
ing in the flesh that would compel you 
to be circumcised, and only in order 
that they may not be persecuted for the 
cross of Christ. 13 For even those who 
receive circumcision do not themselves 
keep the law, but they desire to have 
you circumcised that they may glory in 
your flesh. 14 But far be it from me to 
glory except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which1 the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the 
world. 15 For neither circumcision 
counts for anything, nor uncircum
cision, but a new creation. 16 Peace and 
mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, 
upon the Israel of God. 

17 Henceforth let no man trouble 
me ; for I bear on my body the marks of 
Jesus. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit, brethren. 
Amen. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

EPHESIANS 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, 

To the saints who are also faithful" in 
Christ Jesus: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, 4 even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. 5 He destined us 
in love1' to be his sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace 
which he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace 8 which he lavished upon us. 
9 For he has made known to us in all 
wisdom and insight the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose which he 
set forth in Christ IO as a plan for the 
fulness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on 
eanh. 

11 In him, according to the purpose 
l Or rhrough whom u Other ancient authorities read who are a1 Ephesus a11d Jai1hful 
h Or before him in love, hewing destined us 
6.11: I Cor 16.21. 6.16: Ps 125.5. 1.3: 2 Cor 1.3. 1.6: Col 1.13. 1.7: Col 1.14. 1.10: Gal 4.4. 



New lzfe In Christ 181 EPHESIANS 3 
of him who accomplishes all things ac- 6 and raised us up with him, and made 
cording co the counsel of his will, 12 we us sit with him in the heavenly places in 
who first hoped in Christ have been Christ Jesus, 7 that in the coming ages 
destined and appointed co live for the he might show the immeasurable riches 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, of his grace in kindness coward us in 
who have heard the word of truth, the Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have 
gospel of your salvation, and have be- been saved through faith; and this is not 
lieved in him, were sealed with the your own doing, it is the gift of God
promised Holy Spirit, 14 which is the 9 not because of works, lest any man 
guarantee of our inheritance until we should boast. 10 For we are his work
acquire possession of it, to the praise of mans hip, created in Christ Jes us for 
his glory. good works, which God prepared be-

15 For this reason, because I have forehand, that we should walk in them. 
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 11 Therefore remember that at one 
and your love'' coward all the saints, 16 1 time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the 
do not cease co give thanks for you, re- uncircumcision by what is called the 
membering you in my prayers, 17 that circumcision, which is made in the 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the flesh by hands-12 remember that you 
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of were at chat time separated from Christ, 
wisdom and of revelation in the know!- alienated from the commonwealth of 
edge of him, 18 having the eyes of your Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
hearts enlightened, that you may know promise, having no hope and without 
what is the hope to which he has called God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 
you, what are the riches of his glorious Jesus you who once were far off have 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is been brought near in the blood of 
the immeasurable greatness of his power Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who has 
in us who believe, according to the made us both one, and has broken down 
working of his great might 20 which he the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by 
accomplished in Christ when he raised abolishing in his flesh the law of com
him from the dead and made him sic at mandmencs and ordinances, that he 
his right hand in the heavenly places, might create in himself one new man in 
21 far above all rule and authority and place of the two, so making peace, 16 and 
power and dominion, and above every might reconcile us both co God in one 
name that is named, not only in chis age body through the cross, thereby bring
buc also in that which is to come; 22 and ing the hostility to an end. 17 And he 
he has put all things under his feet and came and preached peace to you who 
has made him the head over all things were far off and peace to those who were 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the near; 18 for through him we both have 
fulness of him who fills all in all. access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So 

2 And you he made alive, when you then you are no longer strangers and 
were dead through the trespasses sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 

and sins 2 in which you once walked, with the saints and members of the 
following the course of this world, fol- household of God, 20 built upon the 
lowing the prince of the power of the foundation of the aposcles and prophets, 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the Christ Jesus himself being the corner
sons of disobedience. -1Among these we stone, 21 in whom the whole structure is 
all once lived in the passions of our joined together and grows into a holy 
flesh, following the desires of body and temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also 
mind, and so we were by nature chi!- are built into it for a dwelling place of 
dren of wrath, like the rest of mankind. God in the Spirit. 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of 3 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner 
the great love with which he loved us, for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
' even when we were dead through our Gentiles- 2 assuming that you have 
trespasses, made us alive together with heard of the stewardship of God's grace 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), that was given co me for you, 3 how the 

r· Other ancient authorities omit your Jove 
1.14: 2 Cor 1.22. I.IS: Col 1.9. 1.18: Col l.l. 1.18: Deut 33.3. 1.20: Ps 110.1. 1.21: Cul 1.6; 2.10, 15. 
1.22: Ps 86; Col 1.19 1.23: Rom 12.5; Col 2.17. 2.2: Col 1.13. 2.8: Gal 2.16. 2.12: Is 57.19. 
2.17: Is 57.19. 3.2: Col 1.25. 



EPHESIANS 3 182 Plea for unity 
mystery was made known to me by of the calling to which you ha\·e been 
revelation, as I have written briefly. called, 2 with all lowliness and meek
~ When you read this you can percei\·e ness, with patience, forbearing one an
my insight into the mystery of Christ, other in love, 3 eager to maintain the 
5 which was not made known to the sons unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
of men in other generations as it has 4 There is one body and one Spirit. just 
now been revealed to his holy apostles as you were called to the one hope that 
and prophets by the Spirit; 6 that is, belongs to your call, 5 one Lord, one 
how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, mem- faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 
bers of the same body, and partakers of Father of us all, who is abo\·e all and 
the promise in Christ Jes us through the through all and in all. - But grace was 
gospel. gi\·en to each of us according to the 

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister measure of Christ's gift. s Therefore it 
according to the gift of God's grace is said, 
which was given me by the working of "~'hen he ascended on high he led a 
his power. S To me, though I am the host of captives, 
verv least of all the saints, this grace was and he gave gifts to men.·· 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the un- Q (In saying, "He ascended," what does 
searchable riches of Christ, 0 and to it mean but that he had also descended 
make all men see what is the plan of the into the lower parts of the earth? Ill He 
mystery hidden for ages in'1 God who who descended is he who also ascended 
created all things; Io that through the far above all the hea\·ens, that he might 
church the manifold wisdom of God fill all things.) IIAnd his gifts were that 
might now be made known to the some should be apostles, some proph
principalities and powers in the heav- ets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
enly places. 11 This was according to the teachers, 1 'to equip the saints for 
eternal purpose which he has realized the work of ministry, for building 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom up the body of Christ, '' until we 
we have boldness and confidence of all attain to the unity of the faith and 
access through our faith in him. I.' So I of the knowledge of the Son of God. 
ask you not to" lose heart over what I to mature manhood, to the measure of 
am suffering for you, which is your the stature of the fulness of Christ; 
glory. I~ so that we may no longer be children. 

14 For this reason I bow m\· knees tossed to and fro and carried about \\;th 
before the Father, 1' from whom e\·ery e\·ery wind of doctrine, by the cunning 
fanuly in heaven and on earth is named, of men, by their craftiness in deceitful 
16 that according to the riches of his wiles. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in 
glory he may grant you to be strength- 10\·e, we are to grow up in e\·ery way 
ened with might through his Spirit in into him who is the head. into Christ. 
the inner man, I~ and that Christ may Io from whom the whole boch-. joined 
dwell in your hearts through faith; that and knit together by e\·ery joint with 
you, being rooted and grounded in 10\·e, which it is supplied, when each part is 
IS may have power to comprehend with working properly, makes bodily growth 
all the saints what is the breadth and and upbuilds itself in 10\·e. 
length and height and depth, I" and to 17 Now this I affirm and testifr in the 
know the love of Christ which surpasses Lord, that you must no longer. live as 
knowledge, that you may be filled with the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
all the fulness of God. minds· IS thev are darkened in their un-

20 Now to him who by the power at derstaJiding, -alienated from the life of 
work within us is able to do far more God because of the ignorance that is in 
abundantly than all that we ask or them, due to their hardness of heart; 
think, 21 to him be glory in the church Io thev have become callous and haw 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, given -themsel\·es up to licentiousness. 
for ever and ever. Amen. greedy to practice e\·ery kind of un

4 I therefore, a prisoner for the 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 

d Or h\• t: Or I ask rhat I m,.n· 11N 

cleanness. 20 You did not so learn 
Christ!- 21 asswning that you ha\·e 
heard about him and were taught in 

3.6: Col 1.27 3.9: Col 1.26.· 4.2: Col l.12-13. 4.8: Ps 08.18. 4.15: Col l.IB. 4.16: Col 2.10. 



Plea for love and holiness 183 EPHESIANS 6 
him, as the truth is in Jesus. 22 Put off them. 12 For it is a shame even to speak 
your old nature which belong• to your of the things that they do in secret; 
former manner of life and is corrupt 13 but when anything is exposed by the 
through deceitful lusts, 23 and be re- light it becomes visible, for anything 
newed in the spirit of your minds, that becomes visible is light. 14 There-
24 and put on the new nature, created fore it is said, 
after the likeness of God in true right- "Awake, 0 sleeper, and arise from the 
eousness and holiness. dead, 

25 Therefore, putting away false- and Christ shall give you light." 
hood, let every one speak the truth with 15 Look carefully then how you walk, 
his neighbor, for we are members one of not as unwise men but as wise, 16 mak
another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; do ing the most of the time, because the 
not let the sun go down on your anger, days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
27 and give no opportunity to the devil. foolish, but understand what the will of 
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but the Lord is. I8And do not get drunk 
rather let him labor, doing honest work with wine, for that is debauchery; but 
with his hands, so that he may be able be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing 
to give to those in need. 29 Let no evil one another in psalms and hymns and 
talk come out of your mouths, but only spiritual songs, singing and making 
such as is good for edifying, as fits the melody to the Lord with all your heart, 
occasion, that it may impart grace to 20 always and for everything giving 
those who hear .. IOAnd do not grieve the thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were Christ to God the Father. 
sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let 21 Be subject to one another out of 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, be sub
clamor and slander be put away from ject to your husbands, as to the Lord. 
you, with all malice, 32 and be kind to 23 For the husband is the head of the 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving wife as Christ is the head of the church, 
one another, as God in Christ forgave his body, and is himself its Savior. 24As 
you. the church is subject to Christ, so let 

5 Therefore be imitators of God, as wives also be subject in everything to 
beloved children. 2And walk in love, their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your 

as Christ loved us and gave himself up wives, as Christ loved the church and 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
to God. might sanctify her, having cleansed her 

3 But fornication and all impurity or by the washing of water with the wor<l, 
covetousness must not even be named 27 that he might present the church to 
among you, as is fitting among saints. himself in splendor, without spot or 
4 Let there be no filthiness, nor silly wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
talk, nor levity, which are not fitting; might be holy and without blemish. 
but instead let there be thanksgiving. 28 Even so husbands should love their 
5 Be sure of this, that no fornicator or wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
impure man, or one who is covetous his wife loves himself. 2'1 For no man 
(that is, an idolater), has any inheritance ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God. and cherishes it, as Christ does the 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty church, 30 because we are members of 
words, for it is because of these things his body. JI "For this reason a man shall 
that the wrath of God comes upon the leave his father and mother and be 
sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do joined to his wife, and the two shall be
not associate with them, H for once you come one flesh." 32 This mystery is a 
were darkness, but now you are light in profound one, and I am saying that it 
the Lord; walk as children of light refers to Christ and the church; ' 3 how-
9 (for the fruit of light is found in all ever, let each one of you love his wife 
that is good and right and true), 10 and as himself, and let the wife see that she 
try to learn what is pleasing to the respects her husband. 
Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful 6 Children, obey your parents in the 
works of darkness, but instead expose Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor 
4.25: Zech 8.16; Rom 12.5. 5.2: Ex 29.18; Ezek 20.41. 5.16: Col 4.5. 5.19: Col 3.16-17. 
5.22-6.9: Col 3.18-4.1. 5.31: Gen 2.24. 8.2: Ex 20.12. 



PHESIANS 6 184 Whole armor of God 
;our father and mother" (this is the in the evil day, and having done all, to 
first commandment with a promise), stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded 
3 "that it may be well with you and that your loins with truth, and having put 
you may live long on the earth." on the breastplate of righteousness, 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children 15 and having shod your feet with the 
to anger, but bring them up in the equipment of the gospel of peace; 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. '6besides all these, taking the shield of 

5 Slaves, be obedient to those who faith, with which you can quench all the 
are your earthly masters, with fear and flaming darts of the evil one. 1; And take 
trembling, in singleness of heart, as to the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
Christ; 6 not in the way of eyeservice, of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
as men-pleasers, but as servants/ of l8 Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all 
Christ, doing the will of God from the prayer and supplication. To that end 
heart, 7 rendering service with a good keep alert with all perseverance, making 
will as to the Lord and not to men, supplication for all the saints, 1 Y and 
8 knowing that whatever good any one also for me, that utterance may be given 
does, he will receive the same again me in opening my mouth boldlv to pro
from the Lord, whether he is a slave or claim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for 
free. Y Masters, do the same to them, which I am an ambassador in chains; 
and forbear threatening, knowing that that I may declare it boldly, as I ought 
he who is both their Master and yours to speak. 
is in heaven, and that there is no 
partiality with him. 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and 
in the strength of his might. 11 Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12 For we are not contending 
against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, 
against the world rulers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
13 Therefore take the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand 

21 Now that you also may know how 
I am and what I am doing, Tych'icus 
the beloved brother and faithful min
ister in the Lord will tell vou even·
thing. 22 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, that you may know how 
we are, and that he may encourage your 
hearts. 

23 Peace be to the brethren, and )O\·e 
with faith, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with 
love undying. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

PHILIPPIANS 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants" of 
Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are at Philippi, with the bishops 1' and 
deacons: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God in all my remem
brance of you, 4 always in every prayer 
of mine for you all making my prayer 

f Or slaves a Or slaves b Or averseers 

with joy, 5 thankful for your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6And I am sure that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
7 It is right for me to feel thus about you 
all, because I hold you in my heart, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, 
both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8 For God is my witness, how I yearn 

6.3: Dcul 5.16. 6.14: ls 11.5; 59.17; I Thcss 5.8. 6.15: ls 52.7. 6.21-22: Col 4.7-8 
1.1: Ac[s 16.1, 12-40; Rom I.I; 2 Cor 1.1; Gal 1.10; Col I.I; I Thess I.I; 2 Thcss I.I; Philcm I. 
1.2: Rom 1.7. 1.6: I Cor 1.8. 1.7: Am 21.33; 2 Cor 7.3; Eph 6.20. 



Readiness to honor Christ 185 PHILIPPIANS 2 
for you all with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so 
that you may approve what is excellent, 
and may be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which come rhrough 
Jes us Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 

12 I want you to know, brethren, that 
whar has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel, 13 so that 
it has become known throughout the 
whole praetorian guard" and to all the 
resr chat my imprisonment is for Christ; 
14 and mosr of the brethren have been 
made confident in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, and are much more 
bold to speak the word of God without 
fear. 

15 Some indeed preach Christ from 
envy and rivalry, but others from good 
will. 16 The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the de
fense of the gospel; 17 the former pro
claim Christ out of partisanship, not 
sincerely but thinking to afflict me in 
my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only 
that in every way, whether in pretense 
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in 
that I rejoice. 

19 Yes, and I shall rejoice. For I 
know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as 
it is my eager expectation and hope that 
I shall not be at all ashamed, but that 
with full courage now as always Christ 
will be honored in my body, whether by 
life or by death. 21 For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If it is to be 
life in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed be
tween the two. My desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
24 But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 25 Con
vim:ed of this, I know that I shall re
main and continue with you all, for your 
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that 
in me you may have ample cause to 
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 
coming to you again. 
i· GrL·ck 111 tht· whvfr praerorium 11 Or .1/avc 

27 Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am ab
sent, I may hear of you that you stand 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striv
ing side by side for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and not frightened in any
thing by your opponents. This is a clear 
omen to them of their destruction, but 
of your salvation, and that from God. 
29 For it has been granted to you that 
for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also suffer for 
his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict 
which you saw and now hear to be 
mine. 

2 So if there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any incentive of love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfishness 
or conceit, but in humility count others 
better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. 5 Have 
this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7 but emptied himself, taking the form 
of a servant,d being born in the likeness 
of men. 8And being found in human 
form he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name which is above every name, 10 that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jes us Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

l2 Therefore, my beloved, as you 
have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 13 for God is 
at work in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without grumbling 
or questioning, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a 

I.JO: I Cor I.A. 1.12: Lk 21.13 1.13: Acts 28.30; 2 Tim 2.9. 1.19: Am 16.7; 2 Cor I.II 
1.20: Rom 118 1.21: Gal 2.20. 1.28: 2 Thcss 1.5. 1.30: Acts 16.19-40;,I Thcss 2.2. 2.1: 2 Cor 13.14. 
2.3-4: Rom 12.10; 15.1-2. 2.5-8: Mt 11.29; 20.28; Jn I.I; 2 Cor 8.9; Heb 5.B 
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HILIPPIANS 2 186 "Rejoice in the LoRD" 
:rooked and perverse generation, among eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
whom you shine as lights in the world, tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
16 holding fast the word of life, so that Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, 6 as 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to 
I did not run in vain or labor in vain. righteousness under the law blameless. 
17 Even if I am to be poured as a liba- 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
tion upon the sacrificial offering of your loss for the sake of Christ. H Indeed I 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. count everything as loss because of the 
IH Likewise you also should be glad and surpassing wonh of knowing Christ 
rejoice with me. Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suf-

19 I hope in the Lord Jes us to send fered the loss of all things, and c0unt 
Timothy to you soon, so that I may be them as refuse, in order that I may gain 
cheered by news of you. 2o I have no Christ 9 and be found in him, not hav
one like him, who will be genuinely ing a righteousness of my own, based on 
anxious for your welfare. 21 They all law, but that which is through faith in 
look after their own interests, not those Christ, the righteousness from God that 
of Jesus Christ. 22 But Timothy's worth depends on faith; 10 that I may know 
you know, how as a son with a father he him and the power of his resurrection, 
has served with me in the gospel. 23 I and may share his sufferings, becoming 
hope therefore to send him just as soon like him in his death, 11 that if possible I 
as I see how it will go with me; 24 and I may attain the resurrection from the 
trust in the Lord that shortly I myself dead. 
shall come also. 12 Not that I have already obtained 

25 I have thought it necessary to send this or am already perfect; but I press 
to you Epaphrodi'tus my brother and on to make it my own, because Christ 
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and Jesus has made me his own. IJ Brethren, 
your messenger and minister to my I do not consider that I have made it my 
need, 2n for he has been longing for you own; but one thing I do, forgetting what 
all, and has been distressed because you lies behind and straining forward to 
heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
ill, near to death. But God had mercy goal for the prize of the upward call of 
on him, and not only on him but on me God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let chose of us 
also, Iese I should have sorrow upon who are mature be thus minded; and if 
sorrow. 2H I am the more eager to send in anything you are otherwise minded, 
him, cherefore, that you may rejoice at God will reveal chat also co you. 16 Only 
seeing him again, and thac I may be less lee us hold true to whac we have ac
anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord rained. 
wich all joy; and honor such men, JO for 17 Brethren, join in imitating me, 
he nearly died for the work of Christ, and mark chose who so live as you have 
risking his life co complete your service an example in us. IH For many, of 
to me. whom I have ofcen cold you and now 

3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord. To wrice che same chings to 

you is not irksome to me, and is safe for 
you. 

2 Look our for che dogs, look out for 
che evil-workers, look our for chose 
who mucilace the flesh .. i For we are the 
crue circumcision, who worship God in 
spiric,' and glory in Christ Jesus, and 
put no confidence in che flesh. 4 Though 
I myself have reason for confidence in 
che flesh also. If any other man thinks 
he has reason for confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 

cell you even with tears, live as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. 10 Their end is 
destruction, cheir god is the belly, and 
chey glory in their shame, with minds 
sec on earthly things. 20 But our com
monwealth is in heaven, and from ic 
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will change our lowly 
body co be like his glorious body, by rhe 
power which enables him even to sub
ject all things to himself. 

4 Therefore, my brechren, whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm thus in the Lord, my be
loved. 

e Ocher ancicnr auchoncic::. read wonhrp by thl' Spirll of G,,J 
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3.17: I Cor -1.15-17. 3.21: I Cor 15.15-58; Col 3.4 



Philippians' gift 187 COLOSSIANS 1 
2 I entreat Eu-o'dia and I entreat 

Syn'tyche to agree in the Lord. -1And 
I ask you also, true yokefellow, help 
these women, for they have labored 
side by side with me in the gospel to
gether with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. s Let all men know 
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. 
" Have no anxiety about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplica
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jes us. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any ex
cellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9 What 
you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in rue, do; and the God 
of peace will be with you. 

IO I rejoice in the Lord greatly that 
now at length you have revived your 
concern for me; you were indeed con
cerned for me, but you had no oppor
tunity. 11 Not that I complain of want; 
for I have learned, in whatever state I 

am, to be content. 12 I know how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound; in 
any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and want. 13 I can 
do all things in him who strengthens 
me. 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my 
trouble. 15And you Philippians your
selves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedo'nia, no 
church entered into partnership with 
me in giving and receiving except you 
only; 16 for even in Thessaloni'ca you 
sent me help! once and again. 17 Not 
that I seek the gift; but I seek the fruit 
which increases to your credit. 18 I have 
received full payment, and more; I am 
filled, having received from Epaphrodi'
tus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offer
ing, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 
to God. 19And my God will supply 
every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To 
our God and Father be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. 
The brethren who are with me greet 
you. 22All the saints greet you, 
especially those of Caesar's house
hold. 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

COLOSSIANS 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, 
2 To the saints and faithful brethren 

in Christ at Colos'sae: 
Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father. 

3 We always thank God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4 because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 

love which you have for all the saints, 
5 because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. Of this you have heard before 
in the word of the truth, the gospel 
6 which has come to you, as indeed in 
the whole world it is bearing fruit and 
growing-so among yourselves, from 
the day you heard and understood the 
grace of God in truth, 7 as you learned 
it from Ep'aphras our beloved fellow 
servant. He is a faithful minister of 
Christ on our" behalf 8 and has 

1 OlhL·r am:icnl aulhoritic~ read 11w11ey Jvr my 11aJ., 11 Other ancient authorities read vo11r 
4.J: Lk 10.20. 4.8: Mt 6.25-34. 4.9: Rom 15.33. 4.IO: 2 Cor 11.9. 4.13: 2 Cor f2.9. 
4.18: Am 17.1-9; I The" 2.9 4.23: Gal 6.18; Philcm 25. 1.2: Rom 1.7. 1.3: Eph 1.16. 
I. 7: Col 4 12; l'hilcm 23. 



EPHESIANS 3 182 Plea for unity 
mystery was made known to me by of the calling to which you have been 
revelation, as I have written briefly. called, 2 with all lowliness and meek-
4 When you read this you can perceive ness, with patience, forbearing one an
my insight into the mystery of Christ, other in love, 3 eager to maintain the 
s which was not made known to the sons unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
of men in other generations as it has 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just 
now been revealed to his holy apostles as you were called to the one hope that 
and prophets by the Spirit; 6 that is, belongs to your call, s one Lord, one 
how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, mem- faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 
bers of the same body, and partakers of Father of us all, who is above all and 
the promise in Christ Jes us through the through all and in all. 7 But grace was 
gospel. given to each of us according to the 

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister measure of Christ's gift. x Therefore it 
according to the gift of God's grace is said, 
which was given me by the working of "When he ascended on high he led a 
his power. 8 To me, though I am the host of captives, 
very least of all the saints, this grace was and he gave gifts to men." 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the un- 9 (In saying, "He ascended," what does 
searchable riches of Christ, 'J and to it mean but that he had also descended 
make all men see what is the plan of the into the lower parts of the earth' 111 He 
mystery hidden for ages in'' God who who descended is he who also ascended 
created all things; 10 that through the far above all the heavens, that he might 
church the manifold wisdom of God fill all things.) IIAnd his gifts were that 
might now be made known to the some should be apostles, some proph
principalities and powers in the heav- ets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
enly places. 11 This was according to the teachers, 1 2 to equip the saints for 
eternal purpose which he has realized the work of ministry, for building 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom up the body of Christ, '1 until we 
we have boldness and confidence of all attain to the unity of the faith and 
access through our faith in him. I.I So I of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
ask you not to•· lose heart over what I to mature manhood, to the measure of 
am suffering for you, which is your the stature of the fulness of Christ; 
glory. 14 so that we may no longer be children, 

14 For this reason 1 bow mv knees tossed to and fro and carried about with 
before the Father, IS from whom every every wind of doctrine, by the cunning 
family in heaven and on earth is named, of men, by their craftiness in deceitful 
16 that according to the riches of his wiles. IS Rather, speaking the truth in 
glory he may grant you to be strength- love, we are to grow up in e\'ery way 
ened with might through his Spirit in into him who is the head, into Christ, 
the inner man, 17 and that Christ may 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
dwell in your hearts through faith; that and knit together by every joint with 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, which it is supplied, when each part is 
IH may have power to comprehend with working properly, makes bodily growth 
all the saints what is the breadth and and upbuilds itself in love. 
length and height and depth, 14 and to 17 Now this I affirm and testify in the 
know the love of Christ which surpasses Lord, that you must no longer li\'e as 
knowledge, that you may be filled with the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
all the fulness of God. minds; 18 they are darkened in their un-

20 Now to him who by the power at derstanding, alienated from the life of 
work within us is able to do far more God because of the ignorance that is in 
abundantly than all that we ask or them, due to their hardness of heart; 
think, 21 to him be glory in the church IY they have become callous and have 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, given themselves up to licentiousness, 
for ever and ever. Amen. greedy to practice every kind of un

4 I therefore, a prisoner for the 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 

rt Or b\' c Or I a$k rh"t I "'"'" not 

cleanness. 20 You did not so learn 
Christ!- 21 assuming that you have 
heard about him and were taught in 

3.6: Col 1.27. 3.9: Col 1.26.· 4.2: Col 112-ll 4.8: l's 68.IH. 4.15: Col 1.18. 4.16: Col 2.IQ. 



Plea for love and holiness 183 EPHESIANS 6 
him, as the truth is in Jesus. 22 Pur off them. 12 For it is a shame even to speak 
your old nature which belong• to your of the things that they do in secret; 
former manner of life and is corrupt 13 but when anything is exposed by the 
through deceitful lusts, 23 and be re- light it becomes visible, for anything 
newed in the spirit of your minds, that becomes visible is light. 14 There-
24 and put on the new nature, created fore it is said, 
after the likeness of God in true right- "Awake, 0 sleeper, and arise from the 
eousness and holiness. dead, 

25 Therefore, purring away false- and Christ shall give you light." 
hood, let every one speak the truth with 15 Look carefully then how you walk, 
his neighbor, for we are members one of not as unwise men but as wise, 16 mak
another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; do ing the most of the time, because the 
not let the sun go down on your anger, days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
17 and give no opportunity to the devil. foolish, but understand what the will of 
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but the Lord is. tHAnd do not get drunk 
rather let him labor, doing honest work with wine, for that is debauchery; but 
with his hands, so that he may be able be filled with the Spirit, t9 addressing 
to give to those in need. 29 Let no evil one another in psalms and hymns and 
talk come out of your mouths, but only spiritual songs, singing and making 
such as is good for edifying, as fits the melody to the Lord with all your heart, 
occasion, that it may impart grace to 20 always and for everything giving 
those who hear . .lUAnd do not grieve the thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were Christ to God the Father. 
sealed for the day of redemption. 3t Let 21 Be subject to one another out of 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, be sub
clamor and slander be put away from ject to your husbands, as to the Lord. 
you, with all malice, 32 and be kind to 23 For the husband is the head of the 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving wife as Christ is the head of the church, 
one another, as God in Christ forgave his body, and is himself its Savior. 24As 
you. the church is subject to Christ, so let 

5 Therefore be imitators of God, as wives also be subject in everything to 
beloved children. 2And walk in love, their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your 

as Christ loved us and gave himself up wives, as Christ loved the church and 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
to God. mighr sanctify her, having cleansed her 

3 But fornication and all impurity or by the washing of water with the word, 
covetousness must not even be named 27 that he might present the church to 
among you, as is fitting among saints. himself in splendor, without spot or 
4 Let there be no filthiness, nor silly wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
talk, nor levity, which are not fitting; might be holy and without blemish. 
but instead let there be thanksgiving. 2H Even so husbands should love their 
5 Be sure of this, that no fornicator or wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
impure man, or one who is covetous his wife loves himself. 2'! For no man 
(that is, an idolater), has any inheritance ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God. and cherishes it, as Christ does the 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty church, .lo because we are members of 
words, for it is because of these things his body. Jt "For this reason a man shall 
that the wrath of God comes upon the leave his father and mother and be 
sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do joined to his wife, and the two shall be
not associate with them, H for once you come one flesh." 3 2 This mystery is a 
were darkness, but now you are light in profound one, and I am saying that it 
the Lord; walk as children of light refers to Christ and the church; 11 how-
9 (for the fruit of light is found in all ever, let each one of you love his wife 
that is good and right and true), to and as himself, and let the wife see that she 
try to learn what is pleasing to the respects her husband. 
Lord. tt Take no part in the unfruitful 6 Children, obey your parents in the 
works of darkness, but instead expose Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor 
4.25: Zech H.16; Rom 12.5. 5.2: Ex 29 lH; Ezek 20.41. 5.18: Col 4.5. 5.IU: Col 3.16-17. 
5.22-8.9: Col l.18-4.1. 5.31: Gen 2.24. 8.2: Ex 20.12. 
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your father and mother" (this is the in the evil day, and having done all, to 
first commandment with a promise), stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded 
3 "that it may be well with you and that your loins with truth, and having put 
you may live long on the eanh." on the breastplate of righteousness, 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children 15 and having shod your feet with the 
to anger, but bring them up in the equipment of the gospel of peace; 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. 1 6 besides all these, taking the shield of 

5 Slaves, be obedient to those who faith, with which you can quench all the 
are your earthly masters, with fear and flaming darts of the evil one. 17 And take 
trembling, in singleness of heart, as to the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
Christ; 6 not in the way of eyeservice, of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
as men-pleasers, but as servants J of 18 Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all 
Christ, doing the will of God from rhe prayer and supplicarion. To chat end 
heart, 7 rendering service wirh a good keep alen wirh all perseverance, making 
will as co rhe Lord and nor to men, supplicarion for all rhe sainrs, IY and 
x knowing thar wharever good any one also for me, that unerance may be given 
does, he will receive the same again me in opening my mourh boldly to pro
from rhe Lord, whether he is a slave or claim the mysrery of rhe gospel, 20 for 
free. u Masrers, do rhe same to them, which I am an ambassador in chains; 
and forbear rhrearening, knowing thar char I may declare ir boldly, as I ought 
he who is both rheir Masrer and yours to speak. 
is in heaven, and char rhere is no 
paniality wirh him. 

10 Finally, be srrong in rhe Lord and 
in rhe strength of his might. 11 Puc on 
the whole armor of God, char you may 
be able to stand againsr rhe wiles of rhe 
devil. 12 For we are nor conrending 
againsr flesh and blood, bur againsr the 
principalities, against rhe powers, 
againsr rhe world rulers of chis present 
darkness, against the spiritual hoses of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
13 Therefore take the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand 

21 Now that you also may know how 
I am and what I am doing, Tych'icus 
the beloved brorher and fairhful min
ister in the Lord will tell vou everv
thing. 22 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, that you may know how 
we are, and that he may encourage your 
hearts. 

23 Peace be to the brethren, and love 
with faith, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 2-1 Grace be with 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with 
love undying. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

PHILIPPIANS 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants" of 
Christ Jes us, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are at Philippi, with the bishops 1' and 
deacons: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God in all my remem
brance of you, 4 always in every prayer 
of mine for you all making my prayer 

I Or .~Javes a Or slaves b Or vversars 

with joy, 5 thankful for your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6And I am sure that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jes us Christ. 
7 It is right for me to feel thus about you 
all, because I hold you in my bean, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, 
both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8 For God is my witness, how I yearn 

6.3: Dcut 5.16. 6.14: Is 11.5; 59.17; I Thcss 5.8. 6.15: Is 52.7. 6.21-22: Col 4.7-8 
1.1: Acts 16.1, 12-40; Rom LI; 2 Cor I.I; Gal 1.10; Col I.I; I Thess I.I; 2 Thcss I.I; Philem I. 
1.2: Rom 1.7. 1.6: I Cor J.B. 1.7: Acts 21.33; 2 Cor 7.3; Eph 6.20. 
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for you all with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. YAnd it is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so 
that you may approve what is excellent, 
and may be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which come through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 

12 I want you to know, brethren, that 
what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel, D so that 
it has become known throughout the 
whole praetorian guard" and to all the 
rest that my imprisonment is for Christ; 
14 and most of the brethren have been 
made confident in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, and are much more 
bold to speak the word of God without 
fear. 

15 Some indeed preach Christ from 
envy and rivalry, but others from good 
will. 16 The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the de
fense of the gospel; 17 the former pro
claim Christ out of partisanship, not 
sincerely but thinking to afflict me in 
my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only 
that in every way, whether in pretense 
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in 
that I rejoice. 

19 Yes, and I shall rejoice. For I 
know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jes us Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as 
it is my eager expectation and hope that 
I shall not be at all ashamed, but that 
with full courage now as always Christ 
will be honored in my body, whether by 
life or by death. 21 For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If it is to be 
life in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed be
tween the two. My desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
24 But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 25 Con
vinced of this, I know that I shall re
main and continue with you all, for your 
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that 
in me you may have ample cause to 
glory in Christ Jes us, because of my 
coming to you again. 
1 Grec:k 111 rhl' whole pracrorium If Or slaVt' 

27 Only let your manner of life be 
wonhy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am ab
sent, I may hear of you that you stand 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striv
ing side by side for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and not frightened in any
thing by your opponents. This is a clear 
omen to them of their destruction, but 
of your salvation, and that from God. 
2Y For it has been granted to you that 
for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also suffer for 
his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict 
which you saw and now hear to be 
mine. 

2 So if there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any incentive of love, any 

panicipation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind .. l Do nothing from selfishness 
or conceit, but in humility count others 
better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. s Have 
this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7 but emptied himself, taking the form 
of a servant,d being born in the likeness 
of men. 8And being found in human 
form he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name which is above every name, 10 that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jes us Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

l 2 Therefore, my beloved, as you 
have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 1.1 for God is 
at work in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without grumbling 
or questioning, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a 

1.10: I Cur 1.8. 1.12: Lk 21.13. 1.13: Ac!S 28.JO; 2 Tim 2.9. 1.19: Arn 16.7: 2 Cor I.II. 
1.20: Rom l~.B. 1.21: Gal 2.20. 1.28: 2 Thcss 1.5. 1.30: Acts 16.19-40;,l Thcss 2.l. 2.1: 2 Cor 13.14. 
2.3-4: Rom 12.10; 15.1-2. 2.5-8: Mt 11.29; 20.28; Jn I.I; 2 Cor 8.9; Heb 5.B 
2.9-11: Rom 10.9: 14.9; Eph 1.20-21. 2.13: I Cur 15.10. 2.15: Mt 5.45, 48. 
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crooked and perverse generation, among eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
whom you shine as lights in the world, tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
16 holding fast the word of life, so that Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, 6 as 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to 
I did not run in vain or labor in vain. righteousness under the law blameless. 
17 Even if I am to be poured as a liba- 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
tion upon the sacrificial offering of your loss for the s~1= of Christ. 8 Indeed I 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. count everything as loss because of the 
18 Likewise you also should be glad and surpassing wonh of knowing Christ 
rejoice with me. Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suf-

19 I hope in the Lord Jes us to send fered the loss of all things, and count 
Timothy to you soon, so that I may be them as refuse, in order that I may gain 
cheered by news of you. 20 I have no Christ 9 and be found in him, not hav
one like him, who will be genuinely ing a righteousness of my own, based on 
anxious for your welfare. 21 They all law, but that which is through faith in 
look after their own interests, not those Christ, the righteousness from God that 
of Jesus Christ. 22 But Timothy's worth depends on faith; 10 that I may know 
you know, how as a son with a father he him and the power of his resurrection, 
has served with me in the gospel. 23 I and may share his sufferings, becoming 
hope therefore to send him just as soon like him in his death, 11 that if possible I 
as I see how it will go with me; 24 and I may attain the resurrection from the 
trust in the Lord that shortly I myself dead. 
shall come also. 12 Not that I have already obtained 

25 I have thought it necessary to send this or am already perfect; but I press 
to you Epaphrodi'tus my brother and on to make it my own, because Christ 
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and Jesus has made me his own. U Brethren, 
your messenger and minister to my I do not consider that I have made it my 
need, 26 for he has been longing for you own; but one thing I do, forgetting what 
all, and has been distressed because you lies behind and straining forward to 
heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
ill, near to death. But God had mercy goal for the prize of the upward call of 
on him, and not only on him but on me God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us 
also, lest I should have sorrow upon who are mature be thus minded; and if 
sorrow. 2H I am the more eager to send in anything you are otherwise minded, 
him, therefore, that you may rejoice at God will reveal that also to you. In Only 
seeing him again, and that I may be less let us hold true to what we have at
anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord tained. 
with all joy; and honor such men, 30 for 17 Brethren, join in imitating me, 
he nearly died for the work of Christ, and mark those who so live as vou have 
risking his life to complete your service an example in us. IH For many, of 
to me. whom I have often told you and now 

3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord. To write the same things to 

you is not irksome to me, and is safe for 
you. 

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for 
the evil-workers, look out for those 
who mutilate the flesh. -' For we are the 
true circumcision, who worship God in 
spirit,' and glory in Christ Jesus, and 
put no confidence in the flesh. ~ Though 
I myself have reason for confidence in 
the flesh also. If any other man thinks 
he has reason for confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 

tell you even with tears, live as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is 
destruction, their god is the belly, and 
they glory in their shame, with minds 
set on earthly things. 20 But our com
monwealth is in heaven, and from it 
we await a Savior, the Lord Jes us 
Christ, 21 who will change our lowly 
body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power which enables him even to sub
ject all things to himself. 

4 Therefore, my brethren, whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm thus in the Lord, my be
loved. 

e Or her ancient authormc~ read wonh1p by tht' ,\'pint of God 
J.J: Rom 228-29; Gal 6.14-15. J.4-7: Am 8.J; 22.J-21. 236; 26.4-21; Rom II.I; 2 Cor 11.18-ll. 
J.17: I Cor ~.15-17 3.21: I Cor 1515-580 Col }4 
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2 I entreat Eu-o'dia and I entreat 

Syn'tyche to agree in the Lord . .1And 
I ask you also, true yokefellow, help 
these women, for they have labored 
side by side with me in the gospel to
gether with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. 5 Let all men know 
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. 
o Have no anxiety about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplica
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7And the peace 
of God, which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any ex
cellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9 What 
·you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, do; and the God 
of peace will be with you. 

I 0 I rejoice in the Lord greatly that 
now at length you have revived your 
concern for me; you were indeed con
cerned for me, but you had no oppor
tunity. 11 Noc that I complain of want; 
for I have learned, in whatever state I 

am, to be content. 12 I know how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound; in 
any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and want. 1.1 I can 
do all things in him who strengthens 
me. 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my 
trouble. ISAnd you Philippians your
selves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedo'nia, no 
church entered into partnership with 
me in giving and receiving except you 
only; 16 for even in Thessaloni'ca you 
sent me helpf once and again. 17 Not 
that I seek the gift; but I seek the fruit 
which increases to your credit. 18 I have 
received full payment, and more; I am 
filled, having received from Epaphrodi'
tus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offer
ing, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 
to God. 19And my God will supply 
every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To 
our God and Father be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. 
The brethren who are with me greet 
you. 22All the saints greet you, 
especially those of Caesar's house
hold. 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

COLOSSIANS 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, 
2 To the saints and faithful brethren 

in Christ at Colos'sae: 
Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father. 

1 We always thank God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
fur you, 4 because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jes us and of the 

love which you have for all the saints, 
s because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. Of this you have heard before 
in the word of the truth, the gospel 
6 which has come to you, as indeed in 
the whole world it is bearing fruit and 
growing--so among yourselves, from 
the day you heard and understood the 
grace of God in truth, 7 as you learned 
it from Ep'aphras our beloved fellow 
servant. He is a faithful minister of 
Christ on our" behalf H and has 

1 Ollu.:r andcnl authorities rcat.l mo11cy for my llt't·d.1 11 Other ancient authorilics read your 
4.J: l.k 10.20 4.6: Mi 625-H. 4.9: Rom 15.33. 4.IO: 2 Cor 11.9. 4.IJ: 2 Cor 12.9. 
4.16: Am 17.1-9; I The" 2.9. 4.23: Gal 6.IH; Philcm 25. 1.2: Rom 1.7. 1.J: Eph 1.16. 
I. 7: Col 4 12; Philcm 2J. 
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made known to us your 
Spirit. 

love in the fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for 

9 And so, from the day we heard of 
it, we nave not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritua.: 
wisdom and understanding, 10 to lead a 
life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
to him, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
llMay you be strengthened with all 
power, according to his glorious might, 
for all endurance and patience with joy, 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified usb to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered 
us from the dominion of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have re
demption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15 He is the image of the invisible 
God, the first-born of all creation; 16 for 
in him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or prin
cipalities or authorities-all things were 
created through him and for him. 17 He 
is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the first-born from the dead, that in 
everything he might be pre-eminent. 
19 For in him all the fulness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were estranged 
and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22 he has now reconciled in his body of 
flesh by his death, in order to present 
you holy and blameless and irreproach
able before him, 2l provided that you 
continue in the faith, stable and stead
fast, not shifting from the hope of the 
gospel which you heard, which has been 
preached to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. 

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 
your sake, and in my flesh I complete 
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for 
the sake of his body, that is, the church, 
25 of which I became a minister accord
ing to the divine office which was given 
to me for you, to make the word of God 

ages and generations 0 but now made 
manifest to his saints. 27 To them God 
chose to make known how great among 
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, 
warning every man and teaching every 
man in all wisdom, that we may present 
every man mature in Christ. 29 For this 
I toil, striving with all the energy which 
he mightily inspires within me. 

2 For I want you to know how 
greatly I strive for you, and for 

those at La-odice'a, and for all who have 
not seen my face, 2 that their hearts may 
be encouraged as they are knit together 
in love, to have all the riches of assured 
Wlderstanding and the knowledge of 
God's mystery, of Christ, l in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no 
one may delude you with beguiling 
speech. s For though I am absent in 
body, yet I am with you in spirit, re
joicing to see your good order and the 
firmness of your faith in Christ. 

6 As therefore you received Christ 
Jes us the Lord, so live in him, - rooted 
and built up in him and established in 
the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 

8 See to it that no one makes a prey 
of you by philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according 
to the elemental spirits of the universe, 
and not according to Christ. 9 For in 
him the whole fulness of deity dwells 
bodily, 10 and you have come to fulness 
of life in him, who is the head of all 
rule and authority. 11 In him also you 
were circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, by putting off the 
body of flesh in the circumcision of 
Christ; 12 and you were buried with him 
in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the 
working of God, who raised him from 
the dead. 13And you, who were dead in 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made ali\·e together 
with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 having canceled the bond 
which stood against us with its legal 
demands; this he set aside, nailing it to 

IJ Other ancient authorities read ;•ou r Or from ange/J and ma1 
1.9: Eph l.15-17. 1.13: Eph 1.21; 2.2. 1.15: 2 Cor 4.4. 1.17: Prov 8.22-31. 1.18: Eph 4.15. 
1.25: Eph 3.2. 1.26: Eph 3.9. 2.3: Is 45.3. 2.10: Eph 1.21-22. 
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the cross. 15 He disarmed the princi- after the image of its creator. 11 Here 
palities and powers and made a public there cannot be Greek and Jew, circum
example of them, triumphing over them cised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
in him-" Scyth'ian, slave, free man, but Christ is 

16 Therefore let no one pass iudg- all, and in all. 
ment on you in questions of food and 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, 
drink or with regard to a festival or a holy and bdoved, compassion, kind
new moon or a sabbath. 17 These are ness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, 
only a shadow of what is to come; but 13 forbearing one another and, if one has 
the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let a complaint against another, forgiving 
no one disqualify you, insisting on each other; as the Lord has forgiven 
self-abasement and worship of angels, you, so you also must forgive. 14And 
taking his stand on visions, puffed up above all these put on love, which binds 
without reason by his sensuous mind, everything together in perfect hannony. 
19 and not holding fast to the Head, IS And let the peace of Christ rule in 
from whom the whole body, nourished your heans, to which indeed you were 
and knit together through its joints and called in the one body. And be thank
ligaments, grows with a growth that is ful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in 
from God. you richly, teach and admonish one 

20 If with Christ you died to the another in all wisdom, and sing 
elemental spirits of the universe, why psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
do you live as if you still belonged to the with thankfulness in your hearts to 
world? Why do you submit to regula- God. 1 7 And whatever you do, in 
tions, 21 "Do not handle, .Do not taste, word or deed, do everything in the 
Do not touch" 22 (referring to things name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
which all perish as they are used), to God the Father through him. 
according to human precepts and doc- 18 Wives, be subject to your hus
trines? 23 These have indeed an appear- bands, as is fitting in the Lord. l'I Hus
ance of wisdom in promoting rigor of bands, love your wives, and do not be 
devotion and self-abasement and sever- harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your 
ity to the body, but they are of no value parents in everything, for this pleases 
in checking the indulgence of the flesh.' the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke 

3 If then you have been raised with your children, lest they become dis
Christ, seek the things that are couraged. 22 Slaves, obey in everything 

above, where Christ is, seated at the those who are your earthly masters, not 
right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in 
things that are above, not on things that singleness of heart, fearing the Lord. 
are on eanh .. 1 For you have died, and 2.1 Whatever your task, work heartily, 
your life is hid' with Christ in God. as serving the Lord and not men, 
4 When Christ who is our life appears, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
then you also will appear with him in receive the inheritance as your reward; 
glory. you are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For 

5 Put to death therefore what is the wrongdoer will be paid back for the 
earthly in you: fornication, impurity, wrong he has done, and there is no 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, partiality. 
which is idolatry. 6 On account of these 4 Masters, treat your slaves justly 
the wrath of God is coming.I 7 In these and fairly, knowing that you also 
you once walked, when you lived in have a Master in heaven. 
them. H But now put them all away: 2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul being watchful in it with thanksgiving; 
talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to 3 and pray for us also, that God may 
one another, seeing that you have put open to us a door for the word, to de
off the old nature with its practices dare the mystery of Christ, on account 
10 and have put on the new nature, of which I am in prison, 4 that I may 
which is being renewed in knowledge make it clear, as I ought to speak. 
'~Or"' II (1ha1 i8, lhc cross) "Or a,..c of TW 'l'alui·, .ll'n•i11K 011/y to indu/J:l' tht jlnh 
1 Other ancient authorities add upon the sow of disobcdfr11cc 
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S Conduct yourselves wisely toward workers for the kingdom of God, and 

outsiders, making the most of the time. they have been a comfort to me. 
6 Let your speech always be gracious, 12 Ep'aphras, who is one of yourselves, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may a servant• of Christ Jesus, greets you, 
know how you ought to answer every always remembering you earnestly in 
one. his prayers, that you may stand mature 

and fully assured in all the will of God. 
13 For I bear him wimess that he has 
worked hard for you and for those in 
La-odice'a and in Hi-erap'olis. 14 Luke 
the beloved physician and Demas greet 
you. IS Give my greetings to the breth
ren at La-odice'a, and to Nympha and 
the church in her house. 16And when 
this letter has been read among you, 
have it read also in the church of the 
La-od.ice'ans; and see that you read also 
the letter from La-odice'a. I7And say to 
Archip'pus, "See that you fulfil the 
ministry which you have received in the 
Lord." 

7 Tych'icus will tell you all about 
my affairs; he is a beloved brother and 
faithful minister and fellow servant in 
the Lord. 8 I have sent him to you for 
this very purpose, that you may know 
how we are and that he may encourage 
your hearts, 9 and with him Ones'imus, 
the faithful and beloved brother, who 
is one of yourselves. They will tell you 
of everything that has taken place 

jiere. 
· 10 Aristar'chus my fellow prisoner 

greets you, and Mark the cousin of 
Barnabas (concerning whom you have 
received instructions-if he comes to 
you, receive him), 11 and Jesus who is 
called Justus. These are the only men 
of the circumcision among my fellow 

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. Remember my fetters. 

: Grace be with you. 

THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 

1 Paul, Silva'nus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalo' -

nians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for 
you all, constantly mentioning you in 
our prayers, 3 remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 
know, brethren beloved by God, that he 
has chosen you; s for our gospel came 
to you not only in word, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction. You know what kind of 
men we proved to be among you for 
your sake. 6And you became imitators 
g Or slave 

of us and of the Lord, for you received 
the word in much affliction, with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit; 7 so that 
you became an example to all the be
lievers in Macedo'nia and in Acha'ia. 
8 For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedo'nia 
and Acha'ia, but your faith in God has 
gone forth everywhere, so that we need 
not say anything. 9 For they themselves 
report concerning us what a welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned 
to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God, 10 and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come. 

2 For you yourselves know, breth
ren, that our visit to you was not in 
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vain; 2 bur though we had already suf
fered and been shamefully treated at 
Philippi, as you know, we had courage 
in our God to declare to you the gospel 
of God in the face of great opposition. 
J For our appeal does nor spring from 
error or uncleanness, nor is it made with 
guile; 4 but just as we have been ap
proved by God to be entrusted with the 
gospel, so we speak, nor to please men, 
but to please God who rests our hearts. 
s For we never used either words of 
flattery, as you know, or a cloak for 
greed, as God is witness; 6 nor did we 
seek glory from men, whether from you 
or from others, though we might have 
made demands as apostles of Christ. 
7 But we were gentle• among you, like 
a nurse taking care of her children. H So, 
being affectionately desirous of you, we 
were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, 
because you had become very dear to us. 

9 For you remember our labor and 
toil, brethren; we worked night and 
day, that we might not burden any of 
you, while we preached to you the gos
pel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and 
God also, how holy and righteous and 
blameless was our behavior to you be
lievers; 11 for you know how, like a 
father with his children, we exhorted 
each one of you and encouraged you 
and charged you 12 to lead a life worthy 
of God, who calls you into his own 
kingdom and glory. 

13 And we also thank God constantly 
for this, that when you received the 
word of God which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men 
but as what it really is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you believers. 
14 For you, brethren, became imitators 
of the churches of God in Christ Jesus 
which are in Judea; for you suffered the 
same things from your own countrymen 
as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed 
both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, 
and drove us out, and displease God 
and oppose all men 16 by hindering us 
from speaking to the Gentiles that they 
may be saved-so as always to fill up 

the measure of their sins. But God's 
wrath has come upon them at last!'' 

17 But since we were bereft of you, 
brethren, for a short rime, in person not 
in heart, we endeavored the more 
eagerly and with great desire to see you 
face to face; IR because we wanted to 
come to you-I, Paul, again and again
but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is 
our hope or joy or crown of boasting 
before our Lord Jesus at his coming? 
Is it not you? 20 For you are our glory 
and joy. 

3 Therefore when we could bear it 
no longer, we were willing to be left 

behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God's serv
ant in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
you in your faith and to exhon you, 
3 that no one be moved by these afflic
tions. You yourselves know that this is 
to be our lot. 4 For when we were with 
you, we told you beforehand that we 
were to suffer affliction; just as it has 
come to pass, and as you know. s For 
this reason, when I could bear it no 
longer, I sent that I might know your 
faith, for fear that somehow the tempter 
had tempted you and that our labor 
would be in vain. 

6 But now that Timothy has come 
to us from you, and has brought us 
the good news of your faith and love 
and reported that you always remember 
us kindly and long to see us, as we long 
to see you-7 for this reason, brethren, 
in all our distress and affliction we have 
been comforted about you through your 
faith; H for now we live, if you stand 
fast in the Lord. 9 For what thanksgiv
ing can we render to God for you, for 
all the joy which we feel for your sake 
before our God, 10 praying earnestly 
night and day that we may see you face 
to face and supply what is lacking in 
your faith? 

11 Now may our God and Father 
himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our 
way to you; 12 and may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love to one 
another and to all men, as we do to you, 
13 so that he may establish your hearts 
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unblamabk in holiness before our God God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
and Father, at the coming of our Lord first; 17 then we who are alive, who are 
Jes us with all his saints. left, shall be caught up together with 

4 rinally, brethren, we beseech and 
exhort you m the Lord Jesus, that 

as you learned from us how you ought 
to live and to please God, just as you 
are doing, you do so more and more. 
1 For you know what instructions we 
gave you through the Lord Jesus.-' For 
this is the will of God, your sanctifica
tion: that you abstain from unchastity; 
4 that each one of you know how to take 
a wife for himself' in holiness and 
honor ·not in the passion of lust like 
heathen who do not know God; "that no 
man transgress, and wrong his brother 
in this maner,' because the Lord is an 
avenger in all these things, as we sol
emnly forewarned you. 7 For God has 
not called us for uncleanness, but in 
holiness. 'Therefore whoever disre
gards this, disregards not man but God, 
who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 

9 But concerning love of the brethren 
you ha\'e no need to ha\·e any one write 
to you, for you yourseh-es have been 
taught by God to love one another; 
111 and indeed rnu do love all the breth
ren throughout :'viacedo'nia. But we 
exhort vou. brethren, to do so more and 
more, ii to aspire to live quietly, to mind 
your own affairs, and to work with your 
hands, as we charged you; 12 so that you 
may command the respect of outsiders, 
and be dependent on nobody. 

I 3 But we would not have you igno
rant, brethren, concerning those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
otht:rs do who have no hope. 14 For since 
we believe that Jes us died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, shall not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. "' For the Lord him
self will descend from heaven with a cry 
of command, with the archangel's call, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so we shall always be with 
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. 

5 But as to the times and the seasons, 
brethren, you have no need to have 

anything wrinen to you. 2 For you your
selves know well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3 When people say, "There is peace and 
security," then sudden destruction will 
come upon them as travail comes upon 
a woman with child, and there will be 
no escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, 
brethren, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief. s For you are all sons of 
light and sons of the day; we are not of 
the night or of darkness. 6 So then.let us 
not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober. 7 For those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk are drunk at night. 8 But, since 
we belong to the day, let us be sober, 
and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salva
tion. 9 For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for 
us so that whether we wake or sleep we 
might live with him. 11 Therefore en
courage one another and build one 
another up, just as you are doing. 

12 But we beseech you, brethren, to 
respect those who labor among you and 
are over you in the Lord and admonish 
you, B and to esteem them very highly 
in love because of their work. Be at 
peace among yourselves. I4And we ex
hort you, brethren, admonish the idlers, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the 
weak, be patient with them all. IS See 
that none of you repays evil for evil, but 
always seek to do good to one another 
and to all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray 
constantly, 18 give thanks in all circum
stances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench 
the Spirit, 20 do not despise prophesy
ing, 21 but test everything; hold fast 
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what is good, 22 abstain from every form 
of evil. 

23 May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you wholly; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be kept sound 
and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do it. 

25 Brethren, pray for us. 
26 Greet all the brethren with a holy 

kiss. 
27 I adjure you by the Lord that 

this letter be read to all the breth
ren. 

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. 

THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 

1 Paul, Silva'nus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalo ' -

nians in God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ : 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We are bound to give thanks to 
God always for you, brethren, as is 
fitting, because yow- faith is growing 
abundantly, and the love of every one 
of you for one another is increasing. 
4 Therefore we ourselves boast of you 
in the churches of God for your stead
fastness and faith in all your persecu
tions and in the afflictions which you 
are enduring. 

5 This is evidence of the righteous 
judgment of God, that you may be 
made worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which you are suffering-6 since 
indeed God deems it just to repay with 
affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to 
grant rest with us to you who are af
flicted, when the Lord Jes us is revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire, K inflicting vengeance upon 
those who do not know God and upon 
those who do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. 9 They shall suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction and 
exclusion from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his might, 10 when 
he comes on that day to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be marveled at in all 
who have believed, because our testi
mony to you was believed. II To this 
end we always pray for you, that our 
a Olhcr ancient authorities read sin 

God may make you worthy of his call, 
and may fulfil every good resolve and 
work of faith by his power, 12 so that 
the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, ac
cording to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Now concerning the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our assem

bling to meet him, we beg you, breth
ren, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind 
or excited, either by spirit or by word, 
or by letter purporting to be from us, to 
the effect that the day of the Lord has 
come .. \ Let no one deceive you in any 
way; for that day will not come, unless 
the rebellion comes first, and the man 
of lawlessness" is revealed, the son of 
perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts 
himself against every so-called god or 
object of worship, so that he takes his 
seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 
himself to be God. ' Do you not re
member that when I was still with you 
I told you this? 6And you know what is 
restraining him now so that he may be 
revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery 
of lawlessness is already at work; only 
he who now restrains it will do so until 
he is out of the way. 8And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, and the 
Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath 
of his mouth and destroy him by his 
appearing and his coming. 9 The coming 
of the lawless one by the activity of 
Satan will be with all power and with 
pretended signs and wonders, 10 and 
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1ith all wicked deception for those who 

are to perish, because they refused to 
love the truth and so be saved. 11 There
fore God sends upon them a strong delu
sion, to make them believe what is false, 
12 so that all may be condemned who 
did not believe the truth but haa 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 

13 But we are bound to give thanks 
to God always for you, brethren be
loved by the Lord, because God chose 
you from the beginningb to be saved, 
through sanctification by the Spirirc 
and belief in the truth. 14 To this he 
called you through our gospel, so that 
you may obtain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. IS So then, brethren, stand 
firm and hold to the traditions which 
you were taught by us, either by word 
of mouth or by letter. 

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God our Father, who 
loved us and gave us eternal comfort 
and good hope through grace, 17 com
fort your hearts and establish them in 
every good work and word. 

3 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may speed on 

and triumph, as it did among you, 2 and 
that we may be delivered from wicked 
and evil men; for not all have faith. 
3 But the Lord is faithful; he will 
strengthen you and guard you from 
eviJ.d 4And we have confidence in the 
Lord about you, that you are doing and 
will do the things which we command. 
s May the Lord direct your hearts to 
the love of God and to the steadfastness 
of Christ. 

6 Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you keep away from any brother 
who is living in idleness and not in 
accord with the tradition that you 
received from us. 7 For you yourselves 
know how you ought to imitate us; we 
were not idle when we were with you, 
8 we did not eat any one's bread without 
paying, but with toil and labor we 
worked night and day, that we might 
not burden any of you. 9 It was not 
because we have not that right, but to 
give you in our conduct an example to 
imitate. 10 For even when we were with 
you, we gave you this command: If any 
one will not work, let him not eat. 
II For we hear that some of you are 
living in idleness, mere busybodies, not 
doing any work. 12 Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord 
Jes us Christ to do their work in quiet
ness and to earn their own living. 
13 Brethren, do not be weary in 
well-doing. 

14 If any one refuses to obey what 
we say in this letter, note that man, 
and have nothing to do with him, that 
he may be ashamed. IS Do not look on 
him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother. 

16 Now may the Lord of peace him
self give you peace at all times in all 
ways. The Lord be with you all. 

17 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. This is the mark in every 
letter of mine; it is the way I write. 
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 

THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
command of God our Savior and of 

Christ Jesus our hope, 
2 To Timothy, my true child in the 

faith: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God 
the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 As I urged you when I was going 
to Macedo'nia, remain at Ephesus that 

b Other ancient authorities read as the firsc com1errs c Or of spirit d Or the evil one 
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you may charge certain persons not to 
teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to 
occupy themselves with myths and 
endless genealogies which promote 
speculations rather than the divine 
training" that is in faith; s whereas the 
aim of our charge is love that issues 
from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and sincere faith. 6 Certain persons by 
swerving from these have wandered 
away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to 
be teachers of the law, without under
standing either what they are saying or 
the things about which they make 
assertions. 

8 Now we know that the law is good, 
if any one uses it lawfully, 9 under
standing this, that the law is not laid 
down for the just but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, 10 immoral 
persons, sodomites, kidnapers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary 
to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance 
with the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God with which I have been entrusted. 

12 I thank him who has given me 
strength for this, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
because he judged me faithful by ap
pointing me to his service, L1 though I 
formerly blasphemed and persecuted 
and insulted him; but I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbe
lief, 14 and the grace of our Lord over
flowed for me with the faith and love 
that arc in Christ Jesus. Io The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners. And I am the foremost 
of sinners; 16 but I received mercy for 
thi~ reason, that in me, as the foremost, 
J cs us Christ might display his perfect 
patience for an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. 
17 To the King of ages, immortal, in
visible, the only God, be honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 1' Amen. 

IR This charge I commit to you, 
Timothy, my son, in accordance with 
the prophetic utterances which pointed 
to you, that inspired by them you may 
wage the good warfare, I<J holding 
faith and a good conscience. By rejecting 
conscience, certain persons have made 
shipwreck of their faith, 20 among them 
a Or suruard(Jup, or order 11 Greek to the ages of 11ges 
2.13: Gen 2.7, 21-22. 2.14: Gen 3.1-6. 

Hymenae'us and Alexander, whom I 
have delivered to Satan that they may 
learn not to blaspheme. 

2 First of all, then, I urge that sup
plications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all men, 
2 for kings and all who are in high posi
tions, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, godly and respectful in 
every way. 3 This is good, and it is ac
ceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
4 who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
s For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself 
as a ransom for all, the testimony to 
which was borne at the proper time. 
7 For this I was appointed a preacher 
and apostle (I am telling the truth, I am 
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth. 

8 I desire then that in every place the 
men should pray, lifting holy hands 
without anger or quarreling; 9 also that 
women should adorn themselves mod
estly and sensibly in seemly apparel, not 
with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
costly attire Io but by good deeds, as 
befits women who profess religion. 
11 Let a woman learn in silence with all 
submissiveness. 12 I permit no woman 
to teach or to have authority over men; 
she is to keep silent. I J For Adam was 
formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman was 
deceived and became a transgressor. 
Is Yet woman will be saved through 
bearing children,r if she continues,, in 
faith and love and holiness, with 
modesty. 

3 The saying is sure: If any one 
aspires to the office of bishop, he 

desires a noble task. 2 Now a bishop 
must be above reproach, the husband 
of one wife, temperate, sensible, digni
fied, hospitable, an apt teacher, .l no 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, and no lover of money. 
4 He must manage his own household 
well, keeping his children submissive 
and respectful in every way; s for if a 
man does not know how to manage his 
own household, how can he care for 
God's church? 6 He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may be puffed up with 
conceit and fall into the condemnation 

,. Or by the bir1h of the child '' Greek they comi,,ue 
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i the devil ;I 7 moreover he must be bodily training is of some value, godli

well thought of by outsiders, or he may ness is of value in every way, as it holds 
fall into reproach and che snare of the promise for the present life and also for 
devil.I the life to come. '' The saying is sure 

8 Deacons likewise must be serious, and wonhy of full acceptance. 10 For to 
not double-tongued, not addicted to this end we toil and strive,J because we 
much wine, not greedy for gain; 4 they have our hope set on the living God, 
must hold che mystery of the faith with who is the Savior of all men, especially 
a clear conscience. IOAnd let them also of those who believe. 
be tested first; then if they prove them- 11 Command and teach these. things. 
selves blameless let them serve as 12 Let no one despise your youth, but 
deacons. 11 The women likewise must set the believers an example in speech 
be serious, no slanderers, but temperate, and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 
faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be 13 Till I come, attend co the public 
the husband of one wife, and let them reading of scripture, to preaching, to 
manage their children and their house- teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you 
holds well; 13 for those who serve well have, which was given you by prophetic 
as deacons gain a good standing for utterance when the council of elders laid 
themselves and also great confidence their hands upon you. 1 5 Practise these 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. duties, devote yourself to them, so that 

14 I hope to come to you soon, but all may see your progress. 16 Take heed 
I am writing these instructions to you to yourself and to your teaching; hold 
so that, 15 if I am delayed, you may to that, for by so doing you will save 
know how one ought to behave in the both yourself and your hearers. 
household of God, which is the church 5 Do not rebuke an older man but 
of the living God, the pillar and bul- exhon him as you would a father; 
wark of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we treat younger men like brothers,~ older 
confess, is the mystery of our religion: women like mothers, younger women 

He" was manifested in the flesh, like sisters, in all purity. 
vindicated' in the Spirit, 3 Honor widows who are real widows. 

seen by angels, 4 If a widow has children or grand-
preached among the nations, children, let them first learn their 
believed on in the world, religious duty to their own family and 

taken up in glory. make some return to their parents; for 

4 Now the Spirit expressly says that this is acceptable in the sight of God. 
in later times some will depart from 5 She who is a real widow, and is left 

the faith by giving heed to deceitful all alone, has set her hope on God and 
spirits and doctrines of demons, continues in supplications and prayers 
2 through the pretensions of liars whose night and day; 6 whereas she who is 
consciences are seared, _\ who forbid self-indulgent is dead even while she 
marriage and enioin abstinence from lives. 7 Command this, so that they may 
foods which God created co be received be without reproach. 8 If any one docs 
with thanksgiving by those who believe not provide for his relatives, and 
and know the truth. 4 For everything especially for his own family, he has 
created by God is good, and nothing is disowned the faith and is worse than an 
to be rejected if it is received with unbeliever. 
thanksgiving; 5 for then ic is consecrated 9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is 
by the word of God and prayer. not less than sixty years of age, having 

6 If you put these instructions before been the wife of one husband; IO and 
the brethren, you will be a good minister she must be well attested for her good 
of Christ Jesus, nourishecl on the words deeds, as ,one who has brought up 
of the faith and of the good doctrine children, shown hospitality, washed the 
which you have followed. 7 Have noch- feet of the saints, relieved the afflicted, 
ing to do with godless and silly myths. and devoted herself to doing good in 
Train yourself in godliness; 8 for while every way. 11 But refuse to enrol younger 

f Or sla11dcrer 
1'. Greek Who; othl!'r ancient authorities ri:ad God; others, Which i Or j11stificd 
J Other ancient authorities read mfi·a rt'pro1Jch 
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widows; for when they grow wanton 
against Christ they desire to marry, 
12 and so they incur condemnation for 
having violated their first pledge. 13 Be
sides that, they learn to be idlers, gad
ding about from house to house, ard 
not only idlers but gossips and busy
bodies, saying what they should not. 
14 So I would have younger widows 
marry, bear children, rule their house
holds, and give the enemy no occasion 
to revile us. IS For some have already 
strayed after Satan. 16 If any believing 
womanl has relatives who are widows, 
let her assist them; let the church not 
be burdened, so that it may assist those 
who are real widows. 

17 Let the elders who rule well be 
considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who labor in preaching 
and teaching; 18 for the scripture says, 
"You shall not muzzle an ox when it is 
treading out the grain," and, "The 
laborer deserves his wages." 19 Never 
admit any charge against an elder except 
on the evidence of two or three wit
nesses. 20As for those who persist in sin, 
rebuke them in the presence of all, so 
that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus 
and of the elect angels I charge you to 
keep these rules without favor, doing 
nothing from partiality. 22 Do not be 
hasty in the laying on of hands, nor 
participate in another man's sins; keep 
yourself pure. 

23 No longer drink only water, but 
use a little wine for the sake of your 
stomach and your frequent ailments. 

24 The sins of some men are con
spicuous, pointing to judgment, but the 
sins of others appear later. 25 So also 
good deeds are conspicuous; and even 
when they are not, they cannot remain 
hidden. 

6 Let all who are under the yoke of 
slavery regard their masters as 

worthy of all honor, so that the name 
of God and the teaching may not be 
defamed. 2 Those who have believing 
masters must not be disrespectful on 
the ground that they are brethren; 
rather they must serve all the better 
since those who benefit by their service 
are believers and beloved. 

Teach and urge these duties. 3 If any 
one teaches otherwise and does not 
agree with the sound words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the teaching which 
accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up 
with conceit, he knows nothing; he has 
a morbid craving for controversy and 
for disputes about words, which pro
duce envy, dissension, slander, base 
suspicions, s and wrangling among men 
who are depraved in mind and bereft of 
the truth, imagining that godliness is a 
means of gain. 6 There is great gain in 
godliness with contentment; 7 for we 
brought nothing into the world, and"' 
we cannot take anything out of the 
world; B but if we have food and cloth
ing, with these we shall be content. 
9 But those who desire to be rich fall 
into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and hurtful desires that plunge 
men into ruin and destruction. 10 For 
the love of money is the root of all evils; 
it is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith and 
pierced their hearts with many pangs. 

11 But as for you, man of God, shun 
all this; aim at righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 
12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take 
hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called when you made the good 
confession in the presence of many wit
nesses. 13 In the presence of God who 
gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus who in his testimony before Pon
tius Pilate made the good confession, 
14 I charge you to keep the command
ment unstained and free from reproach 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 15 and this will be made mani
fest at the proper time by the blessed 
and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has 
immortality and dwells in unapproach
able light, whom no man has ever seen 
or can see. To him be honor and eternal 
dominion. Amen. 

17 As for the rich in this world, 
charge them not to be haughty, nor to 
set their hopes on uncertain riches but 
on God who richly furnishes us with 
everything to enjoy. l B They are to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, liberal 
and generous, 19 thus laying up for 

1 Other ancicnr authorities read ma,, or woman; others, simply man 
m Other ancient aurhorities insert ii is certain that 
5.18: Deut 25.4; l Cor 9.9; Mt 10.10; Lk 10.7; l Cor 9.14. 5.19: Deut 19.15. 
8.13: Jn IB.17. 
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themselves a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of the 
life which is life indeed. 

20 0 Timothy, guard what has been 
entrusted to you. Avoid the godless 

chaner and contradictions of what is 
falsely called knowledge, 21 for by pro
fessing it some have missed the mark as 
regards the faith. 

Grace be with you. 

THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 

the will of God according to the 
promise of the life which is in Christ 
Jes us, 

2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God 

the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 I thank God whom I serve with a 
clear conscience, as did my fathers, 
when I remember you constantly in my 
prayers. 4As I remember your tears, 
I long night and day to see you, that I 
may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded 
of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lo'is and 
your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, dwells in you. 6 Hence I remind 
you to rekindle the gift of God that is 
within you through the laying on of my 
hands; 7 for God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity but a spirit of power 
and love and self-control. 

8 Do not be ashamed then of testi
fying to our Lord, nor of me his pris
oner, but share in suffering for the 
gospel in the power of God, 9 who 
saved us and called us with a holy 
calling, not in virtue of our works but 
in virtue of his own purpose and the 
grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus 
ages ago, 10 and now has manifested 
through the appearing of our Savior 
Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 11 For this gospel 
I was appointed a preacher and apostle 
and teacher, 12 and therefore I suffer as 
a Or whar I hav~· mtmsh·d to hr-,,, 
1.5: Acts 16.1. 

I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed, and I am sure 
that he is able to guard until that Day 
what has been entrusted to me." 13 Fol
low the pattern of the sound words 
which you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; 
14 guard the truth that has been en
trusted to you by the Holy Spirit who 
dwells within us. 

15 You are aware that all who are in 
Asia turned away from me, and among 
them Phy'gelus and Hermog enes. 
16 May the Lord grant mercy to the 
household of Onesiph'orus, for he often 
refreshed me; he was not ashamed of 
my chains, 17 but when he arri,·ed in 
Rome he searched for me eagerly and 
found me--1 S may the Lord grant him 
to find mercy from the Lord on that 
Day-and you well know all the 
service he rendered at Ephesus. 

2 You then, my son, be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jes us, 2 and 

what you have heard from me before 
many witnesses entrust to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. 
1 Share in suffering as a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus. 'No soldier on service 
gets entangled in civilian pursuits, 
since his aim is to satisfr the one 
who enlisted him. 'An athiete is not 
crowned unless he competes according 
to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working 
farmer who ought to have the first share 
of the crops. 7 Think o\"er what I say, 
for the Lord will grant you under
standing in everything. 
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8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from 

the dead, descended from David, as 
preached in my gospel, 9 the gospel for 
which I am suffering and wearing fetters 
like a criminal. But the word of God is 
not fettered. 10 Therefore I endure 
everything for the sake of the elect, 
that they also may obtain salvation in 
Christ Jesus with its eternal glory. 
' 'The saying is sure: 

If we have died with him, we shall 
also live with him; 

12 if we endure, we shall also reign with 
him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us ; 
L1 if we are faithless, he remains faith

ful-
for he cannot deny himself. 

14 Remind them of this, and charge 
them before the Lord'' to avoid dis
puting about words, which does no 
good, but only ruins the hearers. IS Do 
your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling 
the word of truth. 16Avoid such godless 
chatter, for it will lead people into more 
and more ungodliness, 17 and their talk 
will eat its way like gangrene. Among 
them are Hymenae'us and Phile'tus, 
IH who have swerved from the truth by 
holding that the resurrection is past 
already. They are upsetting the faith .of 
some. 19 But God's firm foundation 
stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord 
knows those who are his," and, "Let 
every one who names the name of the 
Lord depart from iniquity." 

20 In a great house there are not only 
vessels of gold and silver but also of 
wood and earthenware, and some for 
noble use, some for ignoble. 21 If any 
one purifies himself from .what is ig
noble, then he will be a vessel for noble 
use, consecrated and useful to the 
master of the house, ready for any good 
work. 22 So shun youthful passions and 
aim at righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call upon 
the Lord from a pure heart. 2J Have 
nothing to do with stupid, senseless 
controversies; you know that they breed 
quarrels. 24And the Lord's servant must 
not be quarrelsome but kindly to every 
one, an apt teacher, forbearing, 25 cor
recting his opponents with gentleness. 

God may perhaps grant that they will 
repent and come to know the truth, 
26 and they may escape from the snare 
of the devil, after being captured by 
him to do his will.' 

3 But understand this, that in the 
last days there will come times of 

stress. 2 For men will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, proud, arrogant, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, J inhuman, im
placable, slanderers, profligates, fierce, 
haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, 
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, 5 holding the 
form of religion but denying the power 
of it. Avoid such people. 6 For among 
them are those who make their way into 
households and capture weak women, 
burdened with sins and swayed by 
various impulses, 7 who will listen t_o 
anybody and can never arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth. HAs Jannes and 
Jambres opposed Moses, so these men 
also oppose the truth, men of corrupt 
mind and counterfeit faith; 9 but they will 
not get very far, for their folly will be 
plain to all, as was that of those two men. 

10 Now you have observed my teach
ing, my conduct, my aim in life, my 
faith, my patience, my love, my stead
fastness, 11 my persecutions, my suffer
ings, what befell me at Antioch, at 
Ico'nium, and at Lystra, what persecu
tions I endured; yet from them all the 
Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed all who 
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted, u while evil men and 
impostors will go on from bad to worse, 
deceivers and deceived. 14 But as for 
you, continue in what you have learned 
and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted 
with' the sacred writings which are able 
to instruct you for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is 
inspired by God and" profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 

4 I charge you in the presence of 
God and of Christ Jesus who is to 

judge the living and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his kingdom : 2 preach 

11 Othc~ ancit:n~ authoricies· read <Jod. ,. Or by him, to Jo hu lthat is, God's) will 
11 Or l:11er_v H npture ms pi red br God rs also · 
2.19: Num lo.5; b 26.IJ. 3:8: Ex 7.11. 3.11: Acis IJ.14-52; 14.1-20; 16.1-5. 
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rhe word, be urgent in season and out serving me. 12 Tych'icus I have sent to 
of season, convince, rebuke, and exhon, Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the 
be unfailing in patience and in teaching. cloak that I left with Carpus at Tro'as, 
3 For the time is coming when people also the books, and above all the parch
will not endure sound teaching, but ments. l4Alexander the coppersmith did 
having itching ears they will accumulate me great ~arm; the Lord will requite 
for themselves teachers to suit their him for his deeds. 15 Beware of him 
own likings, 4 and will tum away from yourself, for he strongly opposed our 
listening to the truth and wander into message. l6At my first defense no one 
myths. SAs for you, always be steady, took my part; all deserted me. May it 
endure suffering, do the work of an not be charged against them! 17 But the 
evangelist, fulfil your ministry. Lord stood by me and gave me strength 

6 For I am already on the point of to proclaim the message fully, that all 
being sacrificed; the time of my de- the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 
parture has come. 7 I have fought the rescued from the lion's mouth. ix The 
good fight, I have finished the race, I Lord will rescue me from every evil and 
have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there save me for his heavenly kingdom. To 
is laid up for me the crown of righteous- him be the glory for ever and ever. 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Amen. 
judge, will award to me on that Day, 
and not only to me but also to all who 
have loved his appearing. 

9 Do your best to come to me soon. 
10 For Demas, in love with this present 
world, has desened me and gone to 
Thessaloni'ca; Crescens has gone to 
Galatia,' Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke 
alone is with me. Get Mark and bring 
him with you; for he is very useful in 

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the 
household of Onesiph'orus. 20 Eras'tus 
remained at Corinth; Troph'imus I left 
ill at Mile'tus. 21 Do vour best to come 
before winter. Eubu'lus sends greetings 
to you, as do Pudens and Linus and 
Claudia and all the brethren. 

22 The Lord be with your spirit. 
Grace be with you. 

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO 

TITUS 

1 Paul, a servant" of God and an 
apostle of Jes us Christ, to funher 

the faith of God's elect and their knowl
edge of the truth which accords with 
godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life which 
God, who never lies, promised ages ago 
l and at the proper time manifested in 
his word through the preaching with 
which I have been entrusted by com
mand of God our Savior; 

4 To Titus, my true child in a com
mon faith: . 

Grace and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 

5 This is why I left you in Crete, that 
you might amend what was defective, 
and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you, 6 if any man is blameless, 

e, Other ancient authorities read Gaul a Or sla·vc 

the husband of one wife, and his chil
dren are believers and not open to rhe 
charge of being profligate or insubordi
nate. 7 For a bishop, as God's steward, 
must be blameless; he muse not be 
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunk
ard or violent or greedy for gain, s but 
hospitable, a lover of goodness, master 
of himself, upright, holy, and self
comrolled; 9 he must hold firm to the 
sure word as taught, so that he may be 
able to give instruction in sound doc
trine and also to confute those who 
contradict it. 10 For there are many 
insubordinate men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially the circumcision 
pany; 11 they must be silenced, since 
they are upsetting whole families by 
teaching for base gain what they have 
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no right to teach. 12 One of themselves, 
a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans 
are always liars, evil beasts, lazy glut
tons." IJ This testimony is true. There
fore rebuke chem sharply, chat they may 
be sound in the faith, 14 instead of giving 
heed to Jewish myths or co commanC:s 
of men who reject the truth. IS To the 
pure all things are pure, but to the 
corrupt and unbelieving nothing is 
pure; their very minds and consciences 
are corrupted. 16 They profess co know 
God, but they deny him by their 
deeds; they are detestable, disobedient, 
unfit for any good deed. 

2 Bue as for you, teach what befits 
sound doctrine. 2 Bid the older men 

be temperate, serious, sensible, sound 
in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. 
3 Bid the older women likewise to be 
reverent in behavior, not co be slan
derers or slaves co drink; they are co 
teach what is good, 4 and so train the 
young women co love their husbands 
and children, s to be sensible, chaste, 
domestic, kind, and submissive co their 
husbands, chat the word of God may 
not be discredited. 6 Likewise urge the 
younger men co control themselves. 
7 Show yourself in all respects a model 
of good deeds, and in your teaching 
show integrity, gravity, Band sound 
speech chat cannot be censured, so chat 
an opponent may be put to shame, 
having nothing evil to say of us. 9 Bid 
slaves co be submissive to their masters 
and to give satisfaction in every respect; 
they are not to be refractory, Io nor to 
pilfer, but co show entire and true 
fidelity, so that in everything they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 

I I For the i::race of God has appeared 
for the salvation of all men, 12 training 
us co renounce irreligion and worldly 
passions, and co live sober, upright, and 
godly lives in chis world, IJ awaiting our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Saviorc Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all iniquity and to 
purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds. 

I 5 Declare these things; exhon and 
reprove with all authority. Lee no one 
disregard you. 

3 Remind chem co be submissive co 
rulers and authorities, co be obedi

ent, to be ready for any honest work, 
2 co speak evil of no one, to avoid quar
reling, to be gencle, and co show perfect 
courtesy toward all men. 3 For we our
selves were once foolish, disobedient, 
led astray, slaves co various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice 
and envy, hated by men and hating one 
another; 4 but when the goodness and 
loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, s he saved us, not because of 
deeds done by us in righteousness, but 
in virtue of his own mercy, by the wash
ing of regeneration and renewal in the 
Holy Spirit, 6 which he poured out upon 
us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, 7 so chat we might be justified 
by his grace and become heirs in hope 
of eternal life. 8 The saying is sure. 

I desire you to insist on these things, 
so that chose who have believed in God 
may be careful co apply themselves to 
good deeds;d these are excellent and 
profitable to men. 9 But avoid stupid 
controversies, genealogies, dissensions, 
and quarrels over the law, for they are 
unprofitable and futile. IOAs for a man 
who is factious, after admonishing him 
once or twice, have nothing more co do 
with him, 11 knowing chat such a person 
is perverted and sinful; he is self-con
demned. 

12 When I send Artemas or Tych'icus 
to you, do your best to come to me at 
Nicop'olis, for I have decided to spend 
the winter there. 13 Do your best to 
speed Zenas the lawyer and Apol'los on 
their way; see that they lack nothing. 
I4And lee our people learn to apply 
themselves to good deeds,d so as to 
help cases of urgent need, and not co 
be unfruitful. 

15 All who are with me send greet
ings to you. Greet chose who love us in 
the faith. 

Grace be with you all. 

r Or of r~e gr~at God and our Savio,. d Or enter honorable occupations 
1.12: Ep1memdes. 2.14: Ps 130.8; Ezek 37.23; Deur 14.2. 



THE LETTER OF PAUL TO 

PHILEMON 
l Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, 

and Timothy our brother, 
To Phile'mon our beloved fellow 

worker 2 and Ap'phia our sister and 
Archip'pus our fellow soldier, and the 
church in your house: 

3 Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 I thank my God always when I 
remember you in my prayers, 5 because 
I hear of your love and of the faith which 
you have toward the Lord Jesus and all 
the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing 
of your faith may promote the knowl
edge of all the good that is ours in 
Christ. 7 For I have derived much joy 
and comfort from your love, my brother, 
because the hearts of the saints have 
been refreshed through you. 

8 Accordingly, though I am bold 
enough in Christ to command you to do 
what is required, 9 yet for love's sake 
I prefer to appeal to you-I, Pau:, an 
ambassador" and now a prisoner also 
for Christ Jesus-JO I appeal to you for 
my child, Ones'imus, whose father I 
have become in my imprisonment. 
11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed usefulb to you and to 
me.) 12 I am sending him back to you, 
sending my very heart. 13 I would have 
been glad to keep him with me, in order 

that he might serve me on your behalf 
during my imprisonment for the gospel; 
14 but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consenr in order that your good
ness might not be by compulsion but of 
your own free will. 

15 Perhaps this is why he was parted 
from you for a while, that you might 
have him back for ever, I 0 no longer as 
a slave but more than a slave, as a be
loved brother, especially to me but how 
much more to you, both in the flesh and 
in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me 
your partner, receive him as you would 
receive me. 18 If he has wronged you 
at all, or owes you anything, charge that 
to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with 
my own hand, I will repay it-to say 
nothing of your owing me even your 
own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some 
benefir from you in rhe Lord. Refresh 
my heart in Christ. 

21 Confidenr of your obedience, I 
write ro you, knowing char you will do 
even more than I say. 22At the same 
time, prepare a guest room for me, for 
I am hoping through your prayers to 
be granted to you. 

23 Ep'aphras, my fellow prisoner in 
Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 
24 and so do Mark, Aristar'chus, Demas, 
and Luke, my fellow workers. 

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit. 

" Or at1 old man ,, The name Onesimus means useful or (compare verse 2m beneficial 
3: Rom 1.7. 4: Rom 1.8. 10: Col 4.9. 23: Col 1.7; 4.12. 24: Col 4.IO, 14. 



THE LETTER TO THE 

HEBREWS 

1 In many and various ways God 
spoke of old to our fathers by the 

prophets; 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he ap
pointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world. 3 He 
rclkcts the glory of God and bears the 
very stamp of his nature, upholding the 
universe by his word of power. When 
he had made purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4 having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he 
has obtained is more excellent than 
theirs. 

5 For to what angel did God ever say, 
"Thou art my Son, 
today I have begotten thee"? 

Or again, 
"I will be to him a father, 
and he shall be to me a son"? 

0And '!gain, when he brings the first
born into the world, he says, 

"Let all God's angels worship him." 
7 Of the angels h.: says, 

"Who makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire." 

~ But of the Son he says, 
"Thy throne, 0 God," is for ever and 

ever, 
the righteous scepter is the scepter 

of thy'' kingdom. 
'l Thou hast loved righteousness and 

hated lawlessness; 
therefore God, thy God, has anointed 

thee 
with the oil of gladness beyond thy 

comrades." 
10 And, 

"Thou, Lord, didst found the earth 
in the beginning, 

and the heavens are the work of thy 
hands; 

11 they will perish, but thou remainest; 
they will all grow old like a garment, 

12 like a mantle thou wilt roll them up, 
and they will be changed.c 
But thou art the same, 

and thy years will never end." 
I J But to what angel has he ever said, 

"Sit at my right hand, 
till I make thy enemies 
a stool for thy feet"? 

14Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
forth to serve, for the sake of those who 
are to obtain salvation? 

2 Therefore we must pay the closer 
attention to what we have heard, 

lest we drift away from it. 2 For if the 
message declared by angels was valid 
and every transgression or disobedience 
received a just retribution, J how shall 
we escape if we neglect such a great 
salvation? It was declared at first by the 
Lord, and it was attested to us by those 
who heard him, 4 while God also bore 
witness by signs and wonders and 
various miracles and by gifts of the 
Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
own will. 

5 For it was not to angels that God 
subjected the world to come, of which 
we are speaking. 6 It has been testified 
somewhere, 

"What is man that thou art mindful 
of him, 

or the son of man, that thou carest 
for him? 

7 Thou didst make him for a little while 
lower than the angels, 

thou hast crowned him with glory 
and honor,d 

R putting everything in subjection 
under his feet." 

Now in putting everything in subjection 
to him, he left nothing outside his con
trol. As it is, we do not yet see every
thing in subjection to him. 9 But we see 
Jesus, who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, crowned with 
glory and honor because of the suffering 
of death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for every one. 

IO For it was fitting that he, for whom 
and by whom all things exist, in bring
ing many sons to glory, should make the 

a Or God 1.1 thy rhrone 11 O.thcr ancient. authorities read his c Other ancient authorities add likt• a garmou 
ii Other ancient authorities insert and d1d.1t set him ova the wo,-ks of thy hands 
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pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified have all one 
origin. That is why he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren, 12 saying, 

"I will proclaim thy name to my 
brethren, 

in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise thee." 

13And again, 
"l will put my trust in him." 

And again, 
"Here am I, and the children God 

has given me." 
14 Since therefore the children share 

in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same nature, that through 
death he might destroy him who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, is and 
deliver all those who through fear of 
death were subject to lifelong bondage. 
16 For surely it is not with angels that 
he is concerned but with the descend
ants of Abraham. 11 Therefore he had 
to be made like his brethren in every 
respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make expiation for 
the sins of the people. 18 For because he 
himself has suffered and been tempted, 
he is able to help those who are tempted. 

9 where your fathers put me to the test 
and saw my works for fony years. 

10 Therefore I was provoked with that 
generation, 

and said, 'They always go astray m 
their hearts; 

they have not known my ways.' 
11 As I swore in my wrath, 

'They shall never enter my rest.' " 
12 Take care, brethren, lest there be in 
any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
leading you to fall away from the living 
God. 13 But exhort one another every 
day, as long as it is called "today," that 
none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we share in 
Christ, if only we hold our first confi
dence firm to the end, IS while it is said, 

"Today, when you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts 

as in the rebellion." 
16 Who were they that heard and yet 
were rebellious? Was it not all those who 
left Egypt under the leadership of 
Moses? 17And with whom was he 
provoked forty years? Was it not v;:ith 
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 
the wilderness? 18And to whom did he 
swear that they should never enter his 
rest, but to those who were disobedient? 
19 So we see that they were unable to 
enter because of unbelief. 

3 Therefore, holy brethren, who 4 Therefore, while the promise of 
share in a heavenly call, consider entering his rest remains, let us fear 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our lest any of you be judged to have failed 
confession. 2 He was faithful to him to reach it. 2 For good news came to us 
who appointed him, just as Moses also just as to them; but the message which 
was faithful in• God's house. ~Yet they heard did not benefit them, because 
Jesus has been counted worthy of as it did not meet with faith in the hearers.• 
much more glory than Moses as the 3 For we who have believed enter that 
builder of a house has more honor than rest, as he has said, 
the house. 4 (For every house is built by "As I swore in my wrath, 
some one, but the builder of all things 'They shall never enter my rest,' " 
is God.) s Now Moses was faithful in although his works were finished from 
all God's house as a servant, to testify the foundation of the world. 4 For he 
to the things that were to be spoken has somewhere spoken of the seventh 
later, 6 but Christ was faithful over day in this way, "And God rested on 
God's! house as a son. And we are his the seventh day from all his works." 
house if we hold fast our confidence and s And again in this place he said, 
pride in our hope.u "They shall never enter my rest." 

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 6 Since therefore it remains for some to 
"Today, when you hear his voice, enter it, and those who formerly re-

8 do not harden your hearts as in the ceived the good news failed to enter 
rebellion, because of disobedience, 7 again he sets 

on the day of testing in the wilderness, a certain day, "Today," saying through 
1
' Other ancient authorities insert all f Greek his fJ Ocher ancient authorities insert firm to Lhe end 

h Other manuscripts read they were not united in fauh wi-1h 1he hearers 
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David so long afterward, in the words fered up prayers and supplications, with 
already quoted, loud cries and tears, to him who was 

"Today, when you hear his voice, able to save him from death, and he was 
do not harden your hearts." heard for his godly fear. 8A!though he 

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, was a Son, he learned obedience 
Godi would not speak later of another through what he suffered; 9 and being 
day. 9 So then, there remains a sabbath made perfect he became the source of 
rest for the people of God; 10 for who- eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
ever enters God's rest also ceases from IO being designated by God a high 
his labors as God did from his. priest after the order of Melchiz'edek. 

11 Let us therefore strive to enter 11 About this we have much to say 
that rest, that no one fall by the same which is hard to explain, since you have 
sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of become dull of hearing. 12 For though 
God is living and active, sharper than by this time you ought to be teachers, 
any two-edged sword, piercing to the you need some one to teach you again 
division of soul and spirit, of joints and the first principles of God's word. You 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts need milk, not solid food; 13 for every 
and intentions of the heart. 13And be- one who lives on milk is unskilled in the 
fore him no creature is hidden, but all word of righteousness, for he is a child. 
are open and laid bare to the eyes of him 14 But solid food is for the mature, for 
with whom we have to do. those who have their faculties trained 

14 Since then we have a great high 
priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. 15 For we have 
not a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 

5 For every high priest chosen from 
among men is appointed to act on 

behalf of men in relation to God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He 
can deal gently with the ignorant and 
wayward, since he himself is beset with 
weakness. J Because of this he is bound 
to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well 
as for those of the people. 4And one 
does not take the honor upon himself, 
but he is called by God, just as Aaron 
was. 

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself 
to be made a high priest, but was ap
pointed by him who said to him, 

"Thou art my Son, 
today I have begotten thee"; 

6 as he says also in another place, 
"Thou art a priest for ever, 
after the order of Melchiz'edek." 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesusi of 

by practice to distinguish good from 
evil. 

6 Therefore let us leave the elemen
tary doctrine of Christ and go on to 

maturity, not laying again a foundation 
of repentance from dead works and of 
faith toward God, 2 with instructionk 
about ablutions, the laying on of hands, 
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. JAnd this we will do if God 
penn.its. t 4 For it is impossible to restore 
again to repentance those who have once 
been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have become par
takers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God 
and the powers of the age to come, o if 
they then commit apostasy, since they 
crucify the Son of God on their own 
account and hold him up to contempt. 
7 For land which has drunk the rain 
that often falls upon it, and brings forth 
vegetation useful to those for whose 
sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing 
from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and 
thistles, it is worthless and near to being 
cursed; its end is to be burned. 

9 Though we speak thus, yet in your 
case, beloved, we feel sure of better 
things that belong to salvation. 10 For 
God is not so unjust as to overlook your 
work and the love which you showed for 
his sake in serving the saints, as you still 

i Greek he J Greek he k Other ancient manuscripts read of in.uruction 
1 Other ancient manuscripts read /el us tin this 1/ God permit.I 
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do. 11And we desire each one of you to inferior is blessed by the superior. 
show the same earnestness in realizing 8 Here tithes are received by mortal 
the full assurance of hope until the end, men; there, by one of whom it is testi-
12 so that you may not be sluggish, but fied that he lives. 9 One might even say 
imitators of those who through faith and that Levi himself, who receives tithes, 
patience inherit the promises. paid tithes through Abraham, 10 for he 

13 For when God made a promise to was still in the loins of his ancestor 
Abraham, since he had no one greater when Melchiz'edek met him. 
by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 11 Now if perfection had been artain-
14 saying, "Surely I will bless you and able through the Levitical priesthood 
multiply you." 1'And thus Abraham,"' (for under it the people received the 
having patiently endured, obtained the law), what further need would there 
promise. 16 Men indeed swear by a have been for another priest to arise 
greater than themselves, and in all their after the order of Melchiz' edek, rather 
disputes an oath is final for confirma- than one named after the order of 
tion. 17 So when God desired to show Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in 
more convincingly to the heirs of the the priesthood, there is necessarily 
promise the unchangeable character of a change in the law as well. 13 For the 
his purpose, he interposed with an oath, one of whom these things are spoken 
18 so that through two unchangeable belonged to another tribe, from which 
things, in which it is impossible that no one has ever served at the altar. 
God should prove false, we who have 14 For it is evident that our Lord was 
fled for refuge might have strong en- descended from Judah, and in connec
couragement to seize the hope set before tion with that tribe Moses said nothing 
us. 19 We have this as a sure and stead- about priests. 
fast anchor of the soul, a hope that 15 This becomes even more evident 
enters into the inner shrine behind the when another priest arises in the like
curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a ness of Melchiz'edek, 16 who has be
forerunner on our behalf, having be- come a priest, not according to a legal 
come a high priest for ever after the requirement concerning bodily descent 
order of Melchiz'edek. but by the power of an indestructible 

7 For this Melchiz'edek, king of life. 17 For it is witnessed of him, 
Salem, priest of the Most High "Thou art a priest for ever, 

God, met Abraham returning from the after the order of Melchiz'edek." 
slaughter of the kings and blessed him; 18 On the one hand, a former command-
2 and to him Abraham apportioned a ment is set aside because of its weakness 
tenth part of everything. He is first, by and uselessness 19 (for the law made 
translation of his name, king of right- nothing perfect); on the other hand, a 
eousness, and then he is also king of better hope is introduced, through 
Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is which we draw near to God. 
without father or mother or genealogy, 20 And it was not without an oath. 
and has neither beginning of days 21 Those who formerly became priests 
nor end of life, but resembling the took their office without an oath, but 
Son of God he continues a priest for this one was addressed with an oath, 
ever. "The Lord has sworn 

4 See how great he is! Abraham the and will not change his mind, 
patriarch gave him a tithe of the spoils. 'Thou art a priest for ever.'" 
5And those descendants of Levi who 22 This makes Jesus the surety of a 
receive the priestly office have a com- better covenant. 
mandment in the law to take tithes from 23 The former priests were many in 
the people, that is, from their brethren, number, because they were prevented 
though these also are descended from by death from continuing in office; 
Abraham. 6 But this man who has not 24 but he holds his priesthood per
their genealogy received tithes from manently, because he continues for 
Abraham and blessed him who had the ever. 25 Consequently he is able for all 
promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the time to save those who draw near to 
m Greek he 
6.13-14: Gen 22.16-17. 6.19: Lev 16.2. 6.20: Ps 110.4. 7.1-10: Gen 14.17-20. 
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for they did not continue in my 

covenant, 
God through him, since he always lives 
to make intercession for them. 

26 For it was fitting that we should 
have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
unstained, separated from sinners, ex
alted above the heavens. 27 He has no 
need, like those high priests, to offer 
sacrifices daily, first for his own sins 
and then for those of the people; he did 
this once for all when he offered up him
self. 28 Indeed, the law appoints men in 
their weakness as high priests, but the 
word of the oath, which came later than 
the law, appoints a Son who has been 
made perfect for ever. 

8 Now the point in what we are say
ing is this: we have such a high 

priest, one who is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and 
the true tent" which is set up not by 
man but by the Lord. 3 For every high 
priest is appointed to offer gifts and 
sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this 
priest also to have something to offer. 
4 Now if he were on earth, he would not 
be a priest at all, since there are priests 
who offer gifts according to the law. 
5 They serve a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly sanctuary; for when Moses 
was about to erect the tent," he was 
instructed by God, saying, "See that 
you make everything according to the 
pattern which was shown you on the 
mountain." 6 But as it is, Christ" has 
obtained a ministry which is as much 
more excellent than the old as the cove
nant he mediates is better, since it is 
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that 
first covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion for a 
second. 

8 For he finds fault with them when 
he says: 

"The days will come, says the 
Lord, 

when I will establish a new covenant 
with the house of Israel 

and with the house of Judah; 
9 not like the covenant that I made 

with their fathers 
on the day when I took them by the 

hand 
to lead them out of the land of 

Egypt; 

and so I paid no heed to them, says 
the Lord. 

10 This is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws into their minds, 
and write them on their hearts, 
and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 

II And they shall not teach every one 
his fellow 

or every one his brother, saying, 
'Know the Lord,' 

for all shall know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest. 

12 For I will be merciful toward their 
iniquities, 

and I will remember their sins no 
more.'' 

13 In speaking of a new covenant he 
treats the first as obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old 
is ready to vanish away. 

9 Now even the first covenant had 
regulations for worship and an 

earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tentP was pre
pared, the outer one, in which were the 
lampstand and the table and the bread 
of the Presence;q it is called the Holy 
Place. 3 Behind the second curtain 
stood a tentP called the Holy of Holies, 
4 having the golden altar of incense and 
the ark of the covenant covered on all 
sides with gold, which contained a 
golden urn holding the manna, and 
Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables 
of the covenant; 5 above it were the 
cherubim of glory overshadowing the 
mercy seat. Of these things we cannot 
now speak in detail. 

6 These preparations having thus 
been made, the priests go continually 
into the outer tent,P performing their 
ritual duties; 7 but into the second only 
the high priest goes, and he but once 
a year, and not without taking blood 
which he offers for himself and for the 
errors of the people. 8 By this the Holy 
Spirit indicates that the way into the 
sanctuary is not yet opened as long as 
the outer tentP is still standing 9 (which 
is symbolic for the present age). Ac
cording to this arrangement, gifts and 
sacrifices are offered which cannot per-

11 Or rabanacle 0 Greek he 1' Or tabernacle Q Greek the presentation of the loaves 
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feet the conscience of the worshiper, 
10 but deal only with food and drink 
and various ablutions, regulations for 
the body imposed until the time of 
reformation. 

11 But when Christ appeared as a 
high priest of the good things that have 
come,' then through the greater and 
more perfect tentP (not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation) 
12 he entered once for all into the Holy 
Place, taking·' not the blood of goats and 
calves but his own blood, thus securing 
an eternal redemption. I l For if the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
blood of goats and bulls and with the 
ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purifi
cation of the flesh, 14 how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself with
out blemish to God, purify your' con
science from dead works to serve the 
living God. 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a 
new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance, since a death has occurred 
which redeems them from the trangres
sions under the first covenant." 16 For 
where a will" is involved, the death of 
the one who made it must be estab
lished. 17 For a will" takes effect only at 
death, since it is not in force as long as 
the one who made it is alive. I~ Hence 
even the first covenant was not ratified 
without blood. 19 For when everv com
mandment of the law had been declared 
by Moses to all the people, he took the 
blood of calves and goats, with water 
and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 
sprinkled both the book itself and all the 
people, 20 saying, "This is the blood of 
the covenant which God commanded 
you." 21And in the same way he 
sprinkled with the blood both the tent" 
and all the vessels used in worship. 
11 Indeed, under the law almost every
thing is purified with blood, and with
out the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins. 

23 Thus it was necessary for the 
copies of the heavenly things to be puri
fied with these rites, but the heavenly 
things themselves with betcer sacrifices 
than these. 24 For Christ has entered, 
not into a sanctuary made with hands, 

a copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer 
himself repeatedly, as the high priest 
enten the Holy Place yearly with blood 
not his own; 26 for then he would have 
had to suffer repeatedly since the 
foundation of the world. But as it is, 
he has appeared once for all at the end 
of the age to put away sin by the sacri
fice of himself. 27And just as it is ap
pointed for men to die once, and after 
that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the 
sins of many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save those 
who are eagerly waiting for him. 

lo For since the law has but a 
shadow of the good things to 

come instead of the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacri
fices which are continually offered year 
after year, make perfect those who draw 
near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have 
ceased to be offered? If the worshipen 
had once been cleansed, they would no 
longer have any consciousness of sin. 
3 But in these sacrifices there is a re
minder of sin year after year. 4 For it is 
impossible that the blood of bulls and 
goats should take away sins. 

5 Consequently, when Christ" came 
into the world, he said, 

"Sacrifices and offerings thou hast 
not desired, 

but a body hast thou prepared for me; 
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

thou hast taken no pleasure. 
7 Then I said, 'Lo, I have come to do 

thy will, 0 God,' 
as it is written of me in the roll of the 

book." 
8 When he said above, "Thou hast 
neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offer
ings and sin offerings" (these are 
offered according to the law), 9 then he 
added, "Lo, I have come to do thy 
will." He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. IDAnd by that will 
we have been sanctified through the of
fering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 

11 And every priest stands daily at 
his service, offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away 

''Or rr.JbantJl /, .,- Other manuscripts read good thrng.{ lo come s Greek 1lan111gh 
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sins. 12 But when Christw had offered fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he living God. 
sat down at the right hand of God, 32 But recall the former days when, 
IJ then to wait until his enemies should after you were enlightened, you endured 
be made a stool for his feet. 14 For by a hard struggle with sufferings, JJ some
a single offering he has perfected for all times being publicly exposed to abuse 
time those who are sanctified. ISAnd the and affliction, and sometimes being 
Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for partners with those so treated .. '-1 For 
after saying, you had compassion on the prisoners, 
16 "This is the covenant that I will and you joyfully accepted the plunder-

make with them ing of your property, since you knew 
after those days, says the Lord: that you yourselves had a better pos-
1 will put my laws on their hearts, session and an abiding one. 35 Therefore 
and write them on their minds," do not throw away your confidence, 

17 then he adds, which has a great reward. Jo For you 
"I will remember their sins and their have need of endurance, so that you 

misdeeds no more." may do the will of God and receive 
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, what is promised. 
there is no longer any offering for sin. 37 "For yet a little while, 

19 Therefore, brethren, since we and the coming one shall come and 
have confidence to enter the sanctuary shall not tarry; 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and JB but my righteous one shall live by 
living way which he opened for us faith, 
through the curtain, that is, through his and if he shrinks back, 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest my soul has no pleasure in him." 
over the house of God, 22 let us draw 39 But we are not of those who shrink 
near with a true heart in full assurance back and are destroyed, but of those 
of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean who have faith and keep their souls. 
from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold 11 Now faith is the assurance of 
fast the confession of our hope without things hoped for, the conviction 
wavering, for he who promised is faith- of things not seen. 2 For by it the men 
ful; 24 and let us consider how to stir up of old received divine approval. ·1 By 
one another to love and good works, faith we understand that the world was 
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is created by the word of God, so that 
the habit of some, but encouraging one what is seen was made out of things 
another, and all the more as you see the which do not appear. 
Day drawing near. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a 

26 For if we sin deliberately after more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, through which he received approval as 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for righteous, God bearing witness by ac
sins, 27 but a fearful prospect of judg- cepting his gifts; he died, but through 
ment, and a fury of fire which will con- his faith he is still speaking. s By faith 
sume the adversaries. 28A man who has Enoch was taken up so that he should 
violated the law of Moses dies without not see death; and he was not found, 
mercy at the testimony of two or three because God had taken him. Now befor"e 
witnesses. 29 How much worse punish- he was taken he was attested as having 
ment do you think will be deserved by pleased God. 6And without faith it is 
the man who has spurned the Son of impossible to please him. For whoever 
God, and profaned the blood of the would draw near to God must believe 
covenant by which he was sanctified, that he exists and that he rewards those 
and outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being 
we know him who said, "Vengeance is warned by God concerning events as 
mine, I will repay." And again, "The yet unseen, took heed and constructed 
Lord will judge his people." 31 It is a an ark for the saving of his household; 

u• Greek t hi.J ow 
10.12-13: Ps 110.1. 10.18-17: Jer 31.33-34. lD.27: Is 2611. 10.28: Deut 17.2-6. 10.29: Ex 24.M. 
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by this he condemned the world and 
became an heir of the righteousness 
which comes by faith. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to go out to a place which he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he 
went out, not knowing where he was to 
go. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land 
of promise, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with 
him of the same promise. 10 For he 
looked forward to the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself re
ceived power to conceive, even when 
she was past the age, since she con
sidered him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore. 

13 These all died in faith, not having 
received what was promised, but having 
seen it and greeted it from afar, and 
having acknowledged th~t they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 
people who speak thus make it clear 
that they are seeking a homeland. ts If 
they had been thinking of that land 
from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 
16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. There
fore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared for them 
a city. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was ready to offer 
up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, 
"Through Isaac shall your descendants 
be named." 19 He considered that God 
was able to raise men even from the 
dead; hence, figuratively speaking, he 
did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac 
invoked future blessings on Jacob and 
Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 
bowing in worship over the head of his 
staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of 
his life, made mention of the exodus of 

the Israelites and gave directions con
cerning his burial. I 

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, 
was hid for three months by his parents, 
because they saw that the child was 
beautiful; and they were not afraid of 
the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when 
he was grown up, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choos
ing rather to share ill-treatment with 
the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He con
sidered abuse suffered for the Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of 
Egypt, for he looked to the reward. 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not being 
afraid of the anger of the king; for he 
endured as seeing him who is invisible. 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and 
sprinkled the blood, so that the De
stroyer of the first-born might not 
touch them. 

29 By faith the people crossed the 
Red Sea as if on dry land; but the 
Egyptians, when they attempted to do 
the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell down after they had 
been encircled for seven days. JI By 
faith Rahab the harlot did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, be
cause she had given friendly welcome 
to the spies. 

32 And what more shall I say? For 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets- ll who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, received promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, J4 quenched 
raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. JS Women recei\·ed 
their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, that 
they might rise again to a better life. 
36 Others suffered mocking and scourg
ing, and even chains and impri~onment. 
37 They were stoned, they were sawn in 
two,Y they were killed with the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated-

I Greek bones !I Other manuscripts add 1hey were tempted 
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JR of whom the world was not worthy 
-wandering over deserts and moun
tains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth. 

39 And all these, though well at
tested by their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, 40 since God had 
foreseen something better for us, that 
apart from us they should not be made 
perfect. 

12 Therefore, since we are sur
rounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking 
to Jes us the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 

3 Consider him who endured from 
sinners such hostility against himself, so 
that you may not grow weary or faint
hearted. 4 In your struggle against sin 
you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood. SAnd have you 
forgotten the exhortation which ad
dresses you as sons?-

" My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, 

nor lose courage when you are pun
ished by him. 

6 For the Lord disciplines him whom 
he loves, 

and chastises every son whom he 
receives." 

7 It is for discipline that you have to 
endure. God is treating you as sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does 
not discipline? B If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have partici
pated, then you are illegitimate children 
and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have 
had earthly fathers to discipline us and 
we respected them. Shall we not much 
more be subject to the Father of spirits 
and live? 10 For they disciplined us for 
a short time at their pleasure, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share his holiness. 11 For the moment 
all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant; later it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it. 

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands 
and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and 
make straight paths for your feet, so 
that what is lame may not be put out of 
joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive for 
peace with all men, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord. 
IS See to it that no one fail to obtain the 
grace of God; that no "root of bitter
ness" spring up and cause trouble, and 
by it the many become defiled; 16 that 
no one be immoral or irreligious like 
Esau, who sold his birthright for a 
single meal. 1 7 For you know that after
ward, when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found 
no chance to repent, though he sought 
it with tears. 

18 For you have not come to what 
may be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 
19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a 
voice whose words made the hearers 
entreat that no further messages be 
spoken to them. 20 For they could not 
endure the order that was given, "If 
even a beast touches the mountain, it 
shall be stoned." 21 Indeed, so terrifying 
was the sight that Moses said, "I trem
ble with fear." 22 But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
23 and to the assembly z of the first-born 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to a 
judge who is God of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 24 and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new cove
nant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks more graciously than the blood 
of Abel. 

25 See that you do not refuse him 
who is speaking. For if they did not 
escape when they refused him who 
warned them on earth, much less shall 
we escape if we reject him who warns 
from heaven. 26 His voice then shook 
the earth; but now he has promised, 
"Yet once more I will shake not only 
the earth but also the heaven." 27 This 
phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the 
removal of what is shaken, as of what 
has been made, in order that what can
not be shaken may remain. 2B Therefore 
let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 

~ Or angels, and 10 the festal gathering and assembly 
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that cannot be shaken, and thus let to him outside the camp, and bear the 
us offer to God acceptable worship, abuse he endured. 1 4 For here we have 
with reverence and awe; 29 for our God no lasting city, but we seek the city 
is a consuming fire. which is to come. "Through him then 

13 Let brotherly love continue. 
2 Do not neglect to show hos

pitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 3 Re
member those who are in prison, as 
though in prison with them; and those 
who are ill-treated, since you also are 
in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in 
honor among all, and let the marriage 
bed be undefiled; for God will judge the 
immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your 
life free from love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for he has 
said, "I will never fail you nor forsake 
you." 6 Hence we can confidently say, 

"The Lord is my helper, 
I will not be afraid; 
what can man do to me?" 
7 Remember your leaders, those who 

spoke to you the word of God; consider 
the outcome of their life, and imitate 
their faith. H Jes us Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and for ever. Y Do 
not be led away by diverse and strange 
teachings; for it is well that the heart be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
which have not benefited their ad
herents. 10 We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tenta have no right 
to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals 
whose blood is brought into the sanc
tuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for 
sin arc burned outside the camp. 12 So 
Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 
order to sanctify the people through his 
own blood. 13 Therefore let us go forth 

let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to 
them; for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as men who will have to give 
account. Let them do this joyfully, and 
not sadly, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we 
have a clear conscience, desiring to act 
honorably in all things. 19 I urge you 
the more earnestly to do this in order 
that l may be restored to you the 
sooner. 

20 Now may the God of peace who 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
21 equip you with everything good that 
you may do his will, working in you" 
that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

22 I appeal to you, brethren, bear 
with my word of exhortation, for I have 
written to you briefly. 23 You should 
understand that our brother Timothy 
has been released, with whom I shall 
see you if he comes soon. 24 Greet all 
your leaders and all the saints. Those 
who come from Italy send you greet
ings. 25 Grace be with all of you. Amen. 

THE LETTER OF 

JAMES 
1 James, a servant of God and of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve tribes in the Disper

sion: 
Greeting. 

2 Count it all joy, my brethren, when 
a Or labcrnac/e "Other ancicm authoricjcs read w 

you meet various trials, 3 for you know 
that the testing of yeur faith produces 
steadfastness. 4And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in noth
ing. 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

12.211: Dcu1 4.24. 13.2: Gcn.18.1-8; 19.1-3. 13.5: Deu1 31.6, 8; Josh 1.5. 13.6: rs 118.6. 
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ask God, who gives to all men gen- being no hearer that forgets but a doer 
erously and without reproaching, and it that acts, he shall be blessed in his 
will be given him. 6 But let him ask in doing. 
faith, with no doubting, for he who 26 If any one thinks he is religious, 
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is and does not bridle his tongue but de
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 H For ceives his heart, this man's religion is 
that person must not suppose that a vain. 27 Religion that is pure and unde
double-minded man, unstable in all his filed before God and the Father is this: 
ways, will receive anything from the to visit orphans and widows in their 
Lord. affliction, and to keep oneself unstained 

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his from the world. 
exaltation, JO and the rich in his humilia-
tion, because like the flower of the 2 My brethren, show no partiality as 
grass he will pass away. II For the sun you hold the faith of our Lord Jesus 
rises with its scorching heat and withers Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man 
the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty with gold rings and in fine clothing 
perishes. So will the rich man fade comes into your assembly, and a poor 
away in the midst of his pursuits. - man in shabby clothing also comes in, 

12 Blessed is the man who endures\ 3 and you pay attention to the one who 
trial, for when he has stood the test he wears the fine clothing and say, "Have 
will receive the crown of life which God ' a scat here, please," while you say to the 
has promised to those who love him. poor man, "Stand there," or, "Sit at my 
Ll Let no one say when he is tempted, feet," 4 have you not made distinctions 
"I am tempted by God"; for God among yourselves, and become judges 
cannot be tempted with evil and he with evil thoughts? s Listen, my beloved 
himself tempts no one; 14 but each per- brethren. Has not God chosen those 
son is tempted when he is lured and who are poor in the world to be rich in 
enticed by his own desire. IS Then faith and heirs of the kingdom which he 
desire when it has conceived gives birth has promised to those who love him? 
to sin; and sin when it is full-grown 6 But you have dishonored the poor 
brings forth death. man. Is it not the rich who oppress you, 

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved is it not they who drag you into court? 
brethren. 17 Every good endowment 7 Is it not they who blaspheme the 
and every perfect gift is from above, honorable name which was invoked 
coming down from the Father of lights over you? 
with whom there is no variation or 8 If you really fulfil the royal law, 
shadow due to change." Ix Of his own according to the scripture, "You shall 
will he brought us forth by the word of j' love your neighbor as yourself," you do 
truth that we should be a kind of first well. 9 But if you show partiality, you 
fruits of his creatures. -- conunit sin, and are convicted by the 

19 Know this, my beloved brethren. law as transgressors. 10 For whoever 
Let every man be quick to hear, slow to keeps the whole law but fails in one 
speak, slow to anger, 20 for the anger of point has become guilty of all of it. 
man does not work the righteousness of 11 For he who said, "Do not commit 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthi- adultery," said also, "Do not kill." If 
ncss and rank growth of wickedness and you do not commit adultery but do kill, 
receive with meekness the implanted you have become a transgressor of the 
word, which is able to save your souls. law. 12 So speak and so act as those who 

22 But be doers of the word, and not are to be judged under the law of liberty. 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. I.I For judgment is without mercy to one 
2.l For if any one is a hearer of the word who has shown no mercy; yet mercy 
and not a doer, he is like a man who triumphs over judgment. 
observes his natural face in a mirror; 14 What docs it profit, my brethren, 
24 for he observes himself and goes if a man says he has faith but has not 
away and at once forgets what he was works? Can his faith save him? is If a 
like. 25 But he who looks into the perfect brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, of daily food, 16 and one of you says to 

11 Oth1·r am:icm aulhorilics read vi.Jncuio11 due to " .1haJow of 111r11it1K 
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them, "Go in peace, be wanned and 
filled," without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what does it profit? 
17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, 
is dead. 

18 But some one will say, "You hav~ 
faith and I have works." Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I by 
my works will show you my faith. 
l<J You believe that God is one; you do 
well. Even the demons believe--and 
shudder. 20 Do you want to be shown, 
you shallow man, that faith apart from 
works is barren? 21 Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works, when he 
offered his son Isaac upon the altar? 
22 You see that faith was active along 
with his works, and faith was com
pleted by works, 23 and the scripture 
was fulfilled which says, "Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness"; and he was 
called the friend of God. 24 You see 
that a man is justified by works and not 
by faith alone. 25And in the same way 
was not also Rahab the harlot justified 
by works when she received the mes
sengers and sent them out another 
way? 26 For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, so faith apart from works 
is dead. 

3 Let not many of you become 
teachers, my brethren, for you 

know that we who teach shall be judged 
with greater strictness. 2 For we all 
make many mistakes, and if any one 
makes no mistakes in what he says he 
is a perfect man, able to bridle the 
whole body also. 3 If we put bits into, the 
mouths of horses that they may obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies. 4 Look at 
the ships also; though they are so great 
and are driven by strong winds, they 
are guided by a very small rudder wher
ever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So 
the tongue is a little member and boasts 
of great things. How great a forest is 
set ablaze by a small fire! 

6 And the tongue is a fire. The tongue 
is an unrighteous world among our 
members, staining the whole body, set
ting on fire the cycle of nature,'' and set 
on fire by hell.,. 7 For every kind of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can 
be tamed and has been tamed by 
humankind, x bur no human being can 

tame the tongue--a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. 9 With it we bless the 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who are made in the likeness of 
God. 10 From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brethren, this 
ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring 
pour forth from the same opening fresh 
water and brackish? 12 Can a fig tree, 
my brethren, yield olives, or a grapevine 
figs? No more can salt water yield 
fresh. 

13 Who is wise and understanding 
among you? By his good life let him 
show his works in the meekness of 
wisdom. 14 But if vou have bitter 
jealousy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth. 15 This wisdom is nor such as 
comes down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where jeal
ousy and selfish ambition exist, there 
will be disorder and every vile practice. 
17 But the wisdom from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without uncertainty or insincerity. 
18And the harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace by those who make 
peace. 

4 What causes wars, and what causes 
fightings among you? Is it not your 

passions that are at war in your mem
bers? 2 You desire and do nor have; so 
you kill. And you covet" and cannot 
obtain; so you fight and wage war. You 
do not have, because you do nor ask. 
J You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions. 4 Unfaithful creatures! Do you 
not know that friendship with the world 
is enmity with God? Therefore whoever 
wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you 
suppose it is in vain that the scripture 
says, "He yearns jealously over the 
spirit which he has made to dwell in 
us"? 6 But he gives more grace; there
fore it says, "God opposes the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble." - Sub
mit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 
the devil and he will flee from vou. 
x Draw near to God and he will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
men of double mind. 9 Be wretched and 
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 

11 Or wheel of birrh c Greek Gchm"a f.i. Or you kill 1.md yo11 covet 
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turned to mourning and your joy to the earth, being patient over it until 
dejection. 10 Humble yourselves before it receives the early and the late rain. 
the Lord and he will exalt you. 8 You also be patient. Establish your 

11 Do not speak evil against one hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
another, brethren. He that speaks evil hand. 9 Do not grumble, brethren, 
against a brother or judges his brother, against one another, that you may not 
speaks evil against the law and judges be judged; behold, the Judge is standing 
the law. But if you judge the law, you at the doors. IOAs an example of suffer
are not a doer of the law but a judge. ing and patience, brethren, take the 
12 There is one lawgiver and judge, he prophets who spoke in the name of the 
who is able co save and to destroy. But Lord. 11 Behold, we call those happy 
who are you that you judge your who were steadfast. You have heard of 
neighbor? the steadfastness of Job, and you have 

13 Come now, you who say, "Today 
or tomorrow we will go into such and 
such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and get gain"; 14 whereas you do 
not know about tomorrow. What is your 
life? For you are a mist that appears for 
a little time and then vanishes. 15 In
stead you ought to say, "If the Lord 
wills, we shall live and we shall do this 
or that." lhAs it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
17 Whoever knows what is right co do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

5 Come now, you rich, weep and 
howl for the miseries that are com

ing upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted 
and your garments are moth-eaten. 
3 Your gold and silver have rusted, and 
their rust will be evidence against you 
and will eat your flesh like fire. You 
have laid up treasure• for the last days. 
4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who 
mowed your fields, which you kept back 
by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts. s You have lived on the 
earth in luxury and in pleasure; you 
have fattened your hearts in a day of 
slaughter. 6 You have condemned, you 
have killed the righteous man; he does 
not resist you. 

7 Be patient, therefore, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. Behold, 
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 
Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

12 But above all, my brethren, do not 
swear, either by heaven or by earth or 
with any other oath, but let your yes be 
yes and your no be no, that you may not 
fall under condemnation. 

13 Is any one among you suffering? 
Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him 
sing praise. 14 Is any among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord ; 
15 and the prayer of faith will save the 
sick man, and the Lord will raise him 
up; and if he has committed sins, he 
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess 
your sins !o one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man has great 
power in its effects. 17 Eli'jah was a man 
of like nature with ourselves and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it 
did not rain on the earth. IR Then he 
prayed again and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth its 
fruit. 

19 My brethren, if any one among 
you wanders from the truth and some 
one brings him back, 20 let him know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from 
the error of his way will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of 
sins. 

5.17: I Kings 17.I; 18.I; Luke 4.25. 



THE FIRST LETTER OF 

PETER 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To the exiles of the Dispersion in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappado'cia, Asia, and 
Bithyn'ia, 2 chosen and destined by God 
the Father and sanctified by the Spirit 
for obedience to Jes us Christ and for 
sprinkling with his blood: 

May grace and peace be multiplied to 
you. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jes us Christ! By his great 
mercy we have been born anew to a 
living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and to an 
inheritance which is imperishable, un
defiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, s who by God's power are 
guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 In this you rejoice," though now for a 
little while you may have to suffer 
various trials, 7 so that the genuineness 
of your faith, more precious than gold 
which though perishable is tested by 
fire, may redound to praise and glory 
and honor at the revelation of Jes us 
Christ. 8 Without having seen& him 
you' love him; though you do not now 
see him you'· believe in him and rejoice 
with unutterable and exalted joy. 9As 
the outcome of your faith you obtain 
the salvation of your souls. 

JO The prophets who prophesied of 
the grace that was to be yours searched 
and inquired about this salvation; 
11 they inquired what person or time 
was indicated by the Spirit of Christ 
within them when predicting the suf
ferings of Christ and the subsequent 
glory. 12 It was revealed to them that 
they were serving not themselves but 
you, in the things which have now been 
announced to you by those who 
preached the good news to you through 
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, 
things into which angels long to look. 

13 Therefore gird up your minds, be 
sober, set your hope fully upon the 

grace that is coming to you at the rev
elation of Jesus Christ. 14As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, 
is but as he who called you is holy, be 
holy yourselves in all your conduct; 
16 since it is written, "You shall be 
holy, for I am holy." 17And if you in
voke as Father him who judges each one 
impartially according to his deeds, con
duct yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile. 18 You know that 
you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your fathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, 
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot. 20 He was destined before the 
foundation of the world but was made 
manifest at the end of the times for your 
sake. 21 Through him you have con
fidence in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God. d 

22 Having purified your souls by 
your obedience to the truth for a sincere 
love of the brethren, love one another 
earnestly from the heart. 23 You have 
been born anew, not of perishable seed 
but of imperishable, through the living 
and abiding word of God ; 24 for 

"All flesh is like grass 
and all its glory like the flower of 

grass. 
The grass withers, and the flower 

falls, 
25 but the word of the Lord abides for 

ever.'' 
That word is the good news which was 
preached to you. 

2 So put away all malice and all guile 
and insincerity and envy and all 

slander. 2 Like newborn babes, long for 
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up to salvation; 3 for you have 
tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

4 Come to him, to that living stone, 
rejected by men but in God's sight 
chosen and precious; s and like living 

a Or Rejoice in this b Other ancient authorities read known c Or om.it you 

~ ?:/t::01'i~:~~/s~irhl:~~KS/'isG~~6-9. 2.3: Ps 34.8. 2.4: Ps 118.22; Is 28.16. 
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stones be yourselves built into a spirit- mindful of God, he endures pain while 
ual house, to be a holy priesthood, to suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to it, if when you do wrong and are beaten 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it for it you take it patiently? But if when 
stands in scripture: you do right and suffer for it you take it 

"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, patiently, you have God's approval. 
a cornerstone chosen and pre- 21 For to this you have been called, be
cious, cause Christ also suffered for you, leav

and he who believes in him will not ing you an example, that you should 
be put to shame." follow in his steps. 22 He committed no 

7 To you therefore who believe, he is sin; no guile was found on his lips. 
precious, but for those who do not be- 2.i When he was reviled, he did not re
lieve, vile in return; when he suffered, he did 

"The very stone which the builders not threaten; but he trusted to him who 
rejected judges justly. 24 He himself bore our 

has become the head ·of the corner," sins in his body on the tree," that we 
.~ and might die to sin and live to righteous-

"A stone that will make men stumble, ness. By his wounds you have been 
a rock that will make them fall"; healed. 25 For you were straying like 

for they stumble because they disobey sheep, but have now returned to the 
the word, as they were destined to do. Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 3 Likewise you wives, be submissive 
priesthood, a holy nation, God's own to your husbands, so that some, 
people,' that you may dedare the though they do not obey the word, may 
wonderful deeds of him who called you be won without a word by the behavior 
out of darkness into his marvelous of their wives, 2 when they see your 
light. 10 Once you were no people but reverent and chaste behavior. 3 Let not 
now you are God's people; once you yours be the outward adorning with 
had not received mercy but now you braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and 
have received mercy. wearing of fine clothing, 4but let it be the 

11 Beloved, I beseech you as aliens 
and exiles to abstain from the passions 
of the flesh that wage war against your 
soul. 12 Maintain good conduct among 
the Gentiles, so that in case they speak 
against you as wrongdoers, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day of visitation. 

13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to 
every human institution,! whether it be 
to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to 
governors as sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to praise those 
who do right. 1; For it is God's will that 
by doing right you should put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Live 
as free men, yet without using your 
freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as 
servants of God. 17 Honor all men. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 

18 Servants, be submissive to your 
masters with all respect, not only to the 
kind and gentle but also to the over
bearing. I'! For one is approved if, 

hidden person of the heart with the im
perishable jewel of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which in God's sight is very 
precious. 5 So once the holy women 
who hoped in God used to adorn them
selves and were submissive to their 
husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord. And you are now her 
children if you do right and let nothing 
terrify you. 

7 Likewise you husbands, live con
siderately with your wives, bestowing 
honor on the woman as the weaker sex, 
since you are joint heirs of the grace of 
life, in order that your prayers may not 
be hindered. 

8 Finally, all of you, have unity of 
spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, 
a tender heart and a humble mind. 
9 Do not return evil for evil or reviling 
for reviling; but on the contrary bless, 
for to this you have been called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. 10 For 

"He that would love life 
and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil 
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and his lips from speaking guile; 

11 let him turn away from evil and do 
right; 

let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the 

righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against 

those that do evil." 
13 Now who is there to harm you if 

you are zealous for what is right? 14 But 
even if you do suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear 
of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your 
hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Al
ways be prepared to make a defense to 
any one who calls you to account for the 
hope that is in you, yet do it with gentle
ness and reverence; 16 and keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are 
abused, those who revile your good be
havior in Christ may be put to shame. 
17 For it is better to suffer for doing 
right, if that should be God's will, than 
for doing wrong. 18 For Christ also 
died'' for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive in the spirit; 19 in 
which he went and preached to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who formerly did 
not obey, when God's patience waited 
in the days of Noah, during the building 
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. 
21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, 
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God 
for a clear conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jes us Christ, 22 who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers subject to him. 

4 Since therefore Christ suffered in 
the flesh,i arm yourselves with the 

same thought, for whoever has suffered 
in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as 
to live for the rest of the time in the 
flesh no longer by human passions but 
by the will of God .. 1 Let the time that 
is past suffice for doing what the Gen
tiles like to do, living in licentiousness, 
passions, drunkenness, revels, carous
ing, and lawless idolatry. 4 They are 
surprised that you do not now join them 
in the same wild profligacy, and they 

abuse you; 5 but they will give account 
to him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead. o For this is why the gos
pel was preached even to the dead, that 
though judged in the flesh like men, 
they might live in the spirit like God. 

7 The end of all things is at hand ; 
therefore keep sane and sober for vour 
prayers. SAbove all hold unfailing your 
love for one another, since love covers 
a multitude of sins. 0 Practice hospitality 
ungrudgingly to one another. lOAs each 
has received a gift, employ it for one 
another, as good stewards of God's 
varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one 
who utters oracles of God; whoe\·er 
renders service, as one who renders it 
by the strength which God supplies; in 
order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 
belong glory and dominion for e\·er and 
ever. Amen. 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the 
fiery ordeal which comes upon you to 
prove you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. " But rejoice in 
so far as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
reproached for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the spirit of glory.i 
and of God rests upon you. 15 But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or a 
thief, or a wrongdoer, or a mischief
maker; lo yet if one suffers as a Chris
tian, let him not be ashamed, but under 
that name let him glorify God. 1" For 
the time has come for judgment to begin 
with the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be the end of 
those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? ISAnd 

"If the righteous man is scarcely 
saved, 

where will the impious and sinner 
appear?" 

19 Therefore let those who suffer ac
cording to God's will do right and en
trust their souls to a faithful Creator. 

5 So I exhort the elders among you, 
as a fellow elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker 
in the glory that is to be revealed. 
2 Tend the flock of God that is your 
charge,' not by constraint but willing-

~ Other ancient authorities read su/ftrtd 1 Othe[. ancient au_thoriaes add for us; som~ for you 
1 Other ancient authorities insert and of power · Other ancient authorities add aernsi"I rJu ot•ersi,glu 
3.14-15: Is 8.12-13. 3.20: Gen 6-8. 4.14: Is 11.2. 4.18: Prov 11.31 (Septuagint). 
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ly,' not for shameful gain but eagerly, that the same experience of sufferiilg is 
\ not as domineering over those in your required of your brotherhood through
charge but being examples to the flock. out the world. IOAnd after you have 
4And when the chief Shepherd is mani- suffered a little while, the God of all 
fested you will obtain the unfading grace, who has called you to his eternal 
crown of glory. 5 Likewise you that are glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
younger be subject to the elders. Clothe establish, and strengthen"' you. II To 
yourselves, all of you, with humility to- him be the dominion for ever and ever. 
ward one another, for "God opposes the Amen. 
proud, but gives grace to the hum
ble." 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that in due 
time he may exalt you. 7 Cast all your 
anxieties on him, for he cares about you. 
H Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary 
the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking some one to devour. '1 Re
sist him, firm in your faith, knowing 

12 By Silva'nus, a faithful brother as 
I regard him, I have written briefly to 
you, exhorting and declaring that this is 
the true grace of God; stand fast in it. 
1.l She who is at Babylon, who is like
wise chosen, sends you greetings ; and 
so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one an
other with the kiss of love. 

Peace to all of you that are in Christ. 

THE SECOND LETTER OF 

PETER 

1 Simeonx Peter, a servant and 
apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained a faith 
of equal standing with ours in the 
righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ:" 

2 May grace and peace be multiplied 
to you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord. 

1 His divine power has granted to us 
all things that pertain to life and godli
ness, through the knowledge of him 
who called us to 1' his own glory and ex
cellence, 4 by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises, 
that through these you may escape from 
the corruption that is in the world be
cause of pa~sion, and become partakers 
of the divine nature. 5 For this very 
reason make every effort to supplement 
your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, 0 and knowledge with self
control, and self-control with steadfast
ness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
7 and godliness with brotherly affection, 
and brotherly affection with love. x For 

if these things are yours and abound, 
they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks 
these things is blind and shortsighted 
and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins. IO Therefore, breth
ren, be the more zealous to confirm your 
call and election, for if you do this you 
will never fall ; 11 so there will be richly 
provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

12 Therefore I intend always to re
mind you of these things, though you 
know them and are established in the 
truth that you have. 13 I think it right, 
as long as I am in this body,c to arouse 
you by way of reminder, 14 since I know 
that the putting off of my body< will be 
soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ showed 
me. 15And I will see to it that after my 
departure you may be able at any time 
to recall these things. 

16 For we did not follow cleverly 
devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our 

1 Other anci~nt authoritic~ adc.J a~ God would h1JVt' you 
111 01hcr ancient authorities read reume, eJtabfish, s1rengthcn and sellle 
11 Or of 0/4r God aTld the Savior Jesus Christ ) Oc by c Greek 1cm I Other aulhorities read Simon 
5.5: Prov l. 34. 5.7: Ps 55.22. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye- IO and especially those who indulge in 
witnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he the lust of defiling passion and despise 
received honor and glory from God the authority. 
Father and the voice was borne to him Bold and wilful, they are not afraid 
by the Majestic Glory, "This is my to revile the glorious ones, 11 whereas 
beloved Son," with whom I am well angels, though greater in might and 
pleased," 18 we heard this voice borne power, do not pronounce a reviling 
from heaven, for we were with him on judgment upon them before the Lord. 
the holy mountain. 19And we have the 12 But these, like irrational animals, 
prophetic word made more sure. You creatures of instinct, born to be caught 
will do well to pay attention to this as and killed, reviling in matters of which 
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until they are ignorant, will be destroyed in 
the day dawns and the morning star the same destruction with them, 13 suf
rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you fering wrong for their wrongdoing. 
must understand this, that no prophecy They count it pleasure to revel in the 
of scripture is a matter of one's own in- daytime. They are blots and blemishes, 
terpretation, 21 because no prophecy reveling in their dissipation,• carousing 
ever came by the impulse of man, but with you. 14 They have eyes full of 
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice 
from God. e unsteady souls. They have hearts 

2 But false prophets also arose trained in greed. Accursed children! 
among the people, just as there will IS Forsaking the right way they have 

be false teachers among you, who will gone astray; they have followed the way 
sec(etly bring in destructive heresies, of Balaam, the son of Be'or, who lovedr 
even denying the Master who bought gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was re
them, bringing upon themselves swift buked for his own transgression; a 
destruction. 2And many will follow dumb ass spoke with human voice 
their licentiousness, and because of and restrained the prophet's mad
them the way of truth will be reviled. ness. 
3And in their greed they will exploit you L 7 These are waterless springs and 
with false words; from of old their con- mists driven by a storm; for chem the 
demnation has not been idle, and their nether gloom of darkness has been re
destruction has not been asleep. served. 18 For, uttering loud boasts of 

4 For if God did not spare the angels folly, they entice with licentious pas
when they sinned, but cast them into sions of the flesh men who have barely 
hell! and committed them to pits of escaped from those who live in error. 
nether gloom to be kept until the judg- 19 They promise chem freedom, but 
menc; s if he did not spare the ancient they themselves are slaves of corrup
world, but preserved Noah, a herald of tion; for whatever overcomes a man, to 
righteousness, with seven other persons, that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they 
when he brought a flood upon the world have escaped the defilements of the 
of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities world through the knowledge of our 
of Sodom and Gomor'rah to ashes he Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
condemned them to extinction and again entangled in them and over
made them an example to chose who powered, the last state has become 
were to be ungodly; 7 and if he rescued worse for them than the tirst. 21 For 
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the it would have been better for them 
licentiousness of the wicked 8 (for by never co have known the way of right
what that righteous man saw and heard eousness than after knowing it to turn 
as he lived among chem, he was vexed back from the holy commandment de
in his righteous soul day after day with livered to them. 22 It has happened to 
their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord them according to the true proverb, 
knows how to rescue the godly from The dog turns back to his own vomit, 
trial, and to keep the unrighteous under and the sow is washed only to wallow in 
punishment until the day of judgment, the mire. 

; Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved t> Other authorities read motJed by the Holy Sp1-n'1 holy men of God spoke 
Greek Tartaros g Other ancient authorities read love feasts 
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3 This is now the second letter that away with a loud noise, and the ele-
1 have written to you, beloved, and ments will be dissolved with fire, and 

in both of them I have aroused your the earth and the works that are upon it 
sincere mind by way of reminder; 2 that will be burned up. 
you should remember the predictions of 11 Since all these things are thus to 
the holy prophets and the command- be dissolved, what sort of persons ought 
ment of the Lord and Savior through you to be in lives of holiness and 
your apostles. 3 First of all you must godliness, 12 waiting for and hasten
understand this, that scoffers will come ingi the coming of the day of God, 
in the last days with scoffing, following because of which the heavens will 
their own passions 4 and saying, "Where be kindled and dissolved, and the ele
i9 the pro;nise of his coming? For ever ments will melt with fire! 13 But accord
since the fathers fell asleep, all things ing to his promise we wait for new 
have continued as they were from the heavens and a new earth in which 
beginning of creation." s They de- righteousness dwells. 
liberately ignore this fact, that by the 14 Therefore, beloved, since you 
word of God heavens existed long ago, wait for these, be zealous to be found by 
and an earth formed out of water and by him without spot or blemish, and at 
means of water, 6 through which the peace. IS And count the forbearance of 
world that then existed was deluged our Lord as salvation. So also our be
with water and perished. 7 But by the loved brother Paul wrote to you ac
same word the heavens and earth that cording to the wisdom given him, 
now exist have been stored up for fire, 16 speaking of this as he does in all his 
being kept until the day of judgment letters. There are some things in them 
and destruction of ungodly men. hard to understand, which the ignorant 

8 But do not ignore this one fact, and unstable twist to their own de
beloved, that with the Lord one day is struction, as they do the other scrip
as a thousand years, and a thousand tures. 17 You therefore, beloved, know
years as one day. 9 The Lord is not ing this beforehand, beware lest you be 
slow about his promise as some count carried away with the error of lawless 
slowness, but is forbearing toward you,h men and lose your own stability. 18 But 
not wishing that any should perish, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
that all should reach repentance. 10 But Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
the day of the Lord will come like a be the glory both now and to the day of 
thief, and then the heavens will pass eternity. Amen. 

THE FIRST LETTER OF 

JOHN 
1 That which was from the begin

ning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of Iife-

have fellowship with us; and our fellow
ship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing this 
that oura joy may be complete. 

2 the life was made manifest, and we 5 This is the message we have heard 
saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to from him and proclaim to you, that 
you the eternal life which was with the God is light and in him is no darkness 
Father and was made manifest to us- at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship 
3 that which we have seen and heard we with him while we walk in darkness, we 
proclaim also to you, so that you may lie and do not live according to the 
h Other ancient authorities read on your account i Or earnestly desfri-ng 
a Other ancient authorities read your 
3.6-8: Gen 1.6-8; 7.11. 3.8: Ps 90.4. 3.12: Is 34.4. 3.13: Is 65.17; 66.22. 
:t~: }: f~ri\~ k~'. ~ .. 14; 15.27; 20.20, 25; Acts 4.20; 1 Jn 2.1J. u: Jn 15.11; 2 Jn 12. 1.s: 1 Jn 1.11. 
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truth; 7 but if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we con
fess our sins, he is faithful and just, and 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 10 lfwe say we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 

2 My little children, I am writing 
this to you so that you may not sin; 

but if any one does sin, we have an ad
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 3And by 
this we may be sure that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. 4 He 
who says "I know him" but disobeys 
his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him; s but whoever keeps 
his word, in him truly love for God is 
perfected. By this we may be sure that 
we are in him: 6 he who says he abides 
in him ought to walk in the same way 
in which he walked. 

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new 
commandment, but an old command
ment which you had from the begin
ning; the old commandment is the 
word which you have heard. 8 Yet I am 
writing you a new commandment, 
which is true in him and in you, be
cause!' the darkness is passing away and 
the true light is already shining. 9 He 
who says he is in the light and hates his 
brother is in the darkness still. 10 He 
who loves his brother abides in the 
light, and in ire there is no cause for 
stumbling. 11 But he who hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks in 
the darkness, and does not know where 
he is going, because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes. 

12 I am writing to you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven for his 
sake. 13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the 
beginning. I am writing to you, young 
men, because you have overcome the 
evil one. I write to you, children, be
cause you know the Father. 14 I write 

to you, fathers, because you know him 
who is from the beginning. I write to 
you, young men, because you are 
strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil 
one. 

15 Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If any one loves the 
world, love for the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father but is 
of the world. l7And the world passes 
away, and the lust of it; but he who does 
the will of God abides for ever. 

18 Children, it is the last hour; and 
as you have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists have 
come; therefore we know that it is the 
last hour. 19 They went out from us, but 
they were not of us; for if they had been 
of us, they would have continued with 
us; but they went out, that it might be 
plain that they all are not of us. 20 But 
you have been anointed by the Holy 
One, and you all know.,, 21 I write to 
you, not because you do not know the 
truth, but because you know it, and 
know that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who 
is the liar but he who denies that Jes us is 
the Christ? This is the antichrist, he 
who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 No one who denies the Son has the 
Father. He who confesses the Son has 
the Father also. 24 Let what you heard 
from the beginning abide in you. If 
what you heard from the beginning 
abides in you, then you will abide in the 
Son and in the Father. 25And this is 
what he has promised us," eternal 
life. 

26 I write this to you about those 
who would deceive you; 27 but the 
anointing which you received from him 
abides in you, and you have no need 
that any one should teach you; as his 
anointing teaches you about everything, 
and is true, and is no lie, just as it has 
taught you, abide in him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in 
him, so that when he appears we may 
have confidence and not shrink from 
him in shame at his coming. 29 If you 

11 Or zhat r Or him d Other ancient authorities read }'O" k11ow ever:ythi"!! 
" Other ancient authorities read you · 
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know that he is righteous, you may be in need, vet closes his heart against him, 
sure that every one who does right is how does God's love abide in him? 
born of him. 18 Little children, let us not love in 

3 See what love the Father has 
given us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, 
we are God's children now; it does not 
yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when he appears we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
1And every one who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure. 

4 Every one who commits sin is guilty 
of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You 
know thar he appeared co rake away sins, 
and in him rhere is no sin. 6 No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins 
has eirher seen him or known him. 
7 Lierle children, let no one deceive 
you. He who does righr is righceous, as 
he is righreous. 8 He who commies sin is 

word or speech but in deed and in 
truth. 

19 By this we shall know that we are 
of the truth, and reassure our hearts 
before him 20 whenever our hearts con
demn us ; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 
21 Beloved, if our hearts do not con
demn us, we have confidence before 
God; 22 and we receive from him what
ever we ask, because we keep his com
mandments and do what pleases him. 
23And this is his commandment, that 
we should believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
just as he has commanded us. 24All 
who keep his commandments abide in 
him, and he in them. And by this we 
know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit which he has given us. 

of the devil; for rhe devil has sinned 4 Beloved, do nor believe every 
from rhe beginning. The reason rhe spirit, bur rest rhe spirirs to see 
Son of God appeared was co desrroy the wherher they are of God; for many 
works of rhe devil. 9 No one born of false prophers have gone out inro the 
God commies sin; for God's/ nature world. 2 By chis you know the Spirir of 
abides in him, and he cannor sin be- God: every spirit which confesses char 
cause he is" born of God. 10 By chis ir Jesus Christ has come in rhe flesh is of 
may be seen who are rhe children of God, 3 and every spirir which does not 
God, and who are rhe children of the confess Jesus is not of God. This is the 
devil: whoever does nor do righr is nor spirir of antichrisr, of which you heard 
of God, nor he who does nor love his char it was coming, and now ir is in rhe 
brorher. world already. 4 Linle children, you are 

11 For chis is rhe message which you of God, and have overcome chem; for 
have heard from rhe beginning, thar we he who is in you is greater than he who 
should love one anorher, 12 and nor be is in rhe world. 5 They are of rhe world, 
like Cain who was of rhe evil one and rherefore what rhey say is of rhe world, 
murdered his brorhcr. And why did he and rhe world lisrens to chem. 6 We are 
murder him? Because his own deeds of God. Whoever knows God lisrens co 
were evil and his brorher's righteous. us, and he who is nor of God does not 
IJ Do nor wonder, brerhren, char the lisren co us. By chis we know rhe spirit 
world hates you. 14 We know char we of rrurh and rhe spirir of error. 
have passed our of death into life, be- 7 Beloved, let us love one another; 
cause we love the brethren. He who for love is of God, and he who loves is 
does nor love abides in death. 1 5 Any born of God and knows God. B He 
one who hates his brorher is a murderer, who does not love does nor know God; 
and you know char no murderer has eter- for God is love. 9 In this rhe love of 
nal life abiding in him. 16 By chis we God was made manifest among us, 
know love, char he laid down his life for chat God sent his only Son inro rhe 
us; and we ought co lay down our lives world, so thar we mighr live through 
for rhe brerhren. 17 Bur if any one has him. 10 In this is love, nor chat we 
rhe world's goods and sees his brorher loved God but char he loved us and 
f Greek Jus Y Or for th.: offspri'1g of God abide i11 him, a,,d they wmwr sm because thcy arc 
3.1: Jn 1.12; 16.1. 3.5: Jn 1.29. 3.8: Jn 8.34, 44. 3.9: I Jn 5.18. 3.11: 1Jn1.5. 3.13: Jn 15.18-19. 
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sent his Son to be the expiation for our only but with the water and the blood. 
sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 7 And the Spirit is the witness, because 
also ought to love one another. 12 No the Spirit is the truth. 8 There are three 
man has ever seen God; if we love one witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the 
another, God abides in us and his love blood; and these three agree. 9 If we 
is perfected in us. receive the testimony of men, the testi-

13 By this we know that we abide in mony of God is greater; for this is the 
him and he in us, because he has given testimony of God that he has borne 
us of his own Spirit. l4And we have witness to his Son. lO He who believes 
seen and testify that the Father has sent in the Son of God has the testimony in 
his Son as the Savior of the world. himself. He who does not believe God 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the has made him a liar, because he 
Son of God, God abides in him, and has not believed in the testimony that 
he in God. 16 So we know and believe God has borne to his Son. llAnd this is 
the love God has for us. God is love, the testimony, that God gave us eternal 
and he who abides in love abides in life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who 
God, and God abides in him. 17 In this has the Son has life; he who has not the 
is love perfected with us, that we may Son of God has not life. 
have confidence for the day of judg
ment, because as he is so are we in this 
world. Ix There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has 
to do with punishment, and he who 
fears is not perfected in love. 19 We 
love, because he first loved us. 20 If any 
one says, "I love God," and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot" love God whom he has not 
seen. 21And this commandment we have 
from him, that he who loves God should 
love his brother .also. 

5 Every one who believes that Jesus 
is the Christ is a child of God, and 

every one who loves the parent loves the 
child. 2 By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. l For this 
is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his command
ments are not burdensome. 4 For what
ever is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that 
overcomes the world, our faith. s Who 
is it that overcomes the world but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 

6 This is he who came by water and 
blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

h Other ancient authorities read how can he i Greek he 

13 I write this to you who believe in 
the name of the Son of God, that you 
may know that you have eternal life. 
l4And this is the confidence which we 
have in him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us. lSAnd 
if we know that he hears us in whatever 
we ask, we know that we have obtained 
the requests made of him. 16 If any one 
sees his brother committing what is not 
a mortal sin, he will ask, and Godi will 
give him life for those whose sin is not 
mortal. There is sin which is mortal; 
I do not say that one is to pray for that. 
17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin 
which is not mortal. 

18 We know that any one born of 
God does not sin, but He who was born 
of God keeps him, and the evil one does 
not touch him. 

19 We know that we are of God, and 
the whole world is in the power of the 
evil one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God 
has come and has given us understand
ing, to know him who is true; and we 
are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal 
life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols. 

4.12: Jn l.IB. 4.13: l Jn 3.24. 4.14: Jn 4.42; 3.17. 4.17: l Jn 2.28. 4..19: I Jn 4.10. 
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5.18: Jn 1715; I Jn 3.9 5.20-21: Jn 17.3; Rev 3.7. 



THE SECOND LETTER OF 

JOHN 
1 The elder to the elect lady and her 

children, whom I love in the truth, and 
not only I but also all who know the 
truth, 2 because of the truth which 
abides in us and will be with us for 
~ver: 

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be 
with us, from God the Father and from 
Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth 
and love. 

4 I rejoiced greatly to find some of 
your children following the truth, just 
as we have been commanded by the 
Father. SAnd now I beg you, lady, not 
as though I were writing you a new 
commandment, but the one we have 
had from the beginning, that we love 
one another. 6And this is love, that we 
follow his commandments; this is the 
commandment, as you have heard from 
the beginning, that you follow love. 
7 For many deceivers have gone out into 

the world, men who will not acknowl
edge the coming of Jesus Christ in the 
flesh; such a one is the deceiver and the 
antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that 
you may not lose what you" have 
worked for, but may win a full reward. 
9Any one who goes ahead and does not 
abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God; he who abides in the doc
trine has both the Father and the Son. 
10 If any one comes to you and does not 
bring this doctrine, do not receive him 
into the house or give him any greeting; 
11 for he who greets him shares his 
wicked work. 

12 Though I have much to write to 
you, I would rather not use paper and 
ink, but I hope to come to see you and 
talk with you face to face, so that our 
joy may be complete. 

13 The children of your elect sister 
greet you. 

THE THIRD LETTFR OF 

JOHN 
1 The elder to the beloved Ga'ius, 

whom I love in the truth. 
2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well 

with you and that you may be in health, 
I know that it is well with your soul. 
J For I greatly rejoiced when some 
of the brethren arrived a'!d testified 
to the truth of your life, as indeed 
you do follow the truth. 4 No 
greater joy can I have than this, to 
hear that my children follow the 
truth. 

5 Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do 
when you render any service to the 
brethren, especially to strangers, 6 who 
have testified to your love before the 
church. You will do well to send them 
on their journey as befits God's service. 
n Ocher ancient authorities read rve 

7 For they have set out for his sake and 
have accepted nothing from the heathen. 
8 So we ought to support such men, 
that we may be fellow workers in the 
truth. 

9 I have written something to the 
church; but Diot'rephes, who likes to put 
himself first, does not acknowledge my 
authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring 
up what he is doing, prating against me 
with evii words. And not content with 
that, he refuses himself to welcome the 
brethren, and also stops those who want 
to welcome them and puts them out of 
the church. 

11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but 
imitate good. He who docs good is of 
God; he who does evil has not seen 

I: 3 Jn I. 5: Jn 11.34. 8: I Jn 5.3. 7: I Jn 2.22. 12: I Jn 1.4; 3 Jn 13. I: Acts 19.29; 2 Jn I. 



3 JOHN 226 Beware off alse teachers 
God. 12 Deme'trius has testimony from I would rather not write with pen and 
every one, and from the truth itself; ink; 14 I hope to see you soon, and we 
I testify to him too, and you know my will talk together face to face. 
testimony is true. 15 Peace be to you. The friends 

greet you. Greet the friends, every one 
13 I had much to write to you, but of them. 

THE LETTER OF 

JUDE 
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and 

brother of James, 
To those who are called, beloved 

in God the Father and kept for Jesus 
Christ: 

2 May mercy, peace, and love be 
multiplied to you. 

3 Beloved, being very eager to write 
to you of our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write appealing to 
you to contend for the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For 
admission has been secretly gained by 
some who long ago were designated for 
this condemnation, ungodly persons 
who pervert the grace of our God into 
licentiousness and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ." 

5 Now I desire to remind you, though 
you were once for all fully informed, 
that hel> who saved a people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed 
those who did not believe. 6And the 
angels that did not keep their own 
position but left their proper dwelling 
have been kept by him in eternal chains 
in the nether gloom until the judgment 
of the great day; 7 just as Sodom and 
Gomor'rah and the surrounding cities, 

which likewise acted immorally and in
dulged in unnatural lust, serve as an 
example by undergoing a punishment of 
eternal fire. 

8 Yet in like manner these men in 
their dreamings defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and revile the glorious ones.r 
9 But when the archangel Michael, con
tending with the devil, disputed about 
the body of Moses, he did not presume 
to pronounce a reviling judgment upon 
him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you." 
10 But these men revile whate\·er they 
do not understand, and by those things 
that they know by instinct as irrational 
animals do, they are destroyed. 11 \\foe 
to them! For they walk in the way of 
Cain, and abandon themselves for the 
sake of gain to Balaam's error, and 
perish in Korah's rebellion. I~ These are 
blemishesrl on your love feasts, as they 
boldly carouse together, looking after 
themselves; waterless clouds, carried 
along by winds; fruitless trees in late 
autumn, twice dead, uprooted; IJ wild 
waves of the sea, casting up the foam of 
their own shame; wandering stars for 
whom the nether gloom of darkness has 
been reserved for ever. 

14 It was of these also that Enoch in 

a Or the only Masrer and our Lord Jesus Christ /J Ancicnr authorities read Jew; or rh.: lord or God 
c Greek g/o,.frs d Or reefs 
12: Jn 21.24. 13: 2 Jn 12. 4-18: 2 Pet 2.1-18. 7: Gen 19. 9: Zech 3.2. 11: Gen 4.3-B; Num 22-24; 16. 
14-15: Enoch 1.9. 
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the seventh generation from Adam 20 But you, beloved, build yourselves up 
prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord on your most holy faith; pray in the 
came with his holy myriads, 15 to exe- Holy Spirit; 21 keep yourselves in the 
cute judgment on all, and to convict love of God; wait for the mercy of our 
all the ungodly of all their deeds of Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
ungodliness which they have committed 22And convince some, who doubt; 
in such an ungodly way, and of all the 23 save some, by snatching them out of 
harsh things which ungodly sinners the fire; on some have mercy with fear, 
have spoken against him." 16 These arc hating even the garment spotted by the 
grumblers, malcontents, following their flesh.' 
own passions, loudmouthed boasters, 
flattering people to gain advantage. 

17 But you must remember, beloved, 
the predictions of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; 18 they said to you, 
"In the last time there will be scoffers, 
following their own ungodly passions." 
19 It is these who set up divisions, 
worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 

24 Now to him who is able to keep 
you from falling and to present you 
without blemish before the presence of 
his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the only 
God, our Savior through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, 
and authority, before all time and now 
and for ever. Amen. 

THE REVELATION TO JOHN 
(The Apocalypse) 

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show to his 

servants what must soon take place; and 
he made it known by sending his angel 
to his servant John, 2 who bore witness 
to the word of God and to the testi
mony of Jesus Christ, even to all that 
he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads aloud 
the words of the prophecy, and blessed 
arc those who hear, and who keep what 
is written therein; for the time is 
near. 

4 John to the seven churches that are 
in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are be
fore his throne, sand from Jesus Christ 
the faithful witness, the first-born of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by his blood 0 and made 
us a kingdom, priests to his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye 
will see him, every one who pierced 

him; and all tribes of the eanh will wail 
on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," 
says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. 

9 l John, your brother, who share 
with you in Jesus the tribulation and the 
kingdom and the patient endurance, 
was on the island called Patmos on ac
count of the word of God and the testi
mony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord's day, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, 
"Write what you see in a book and send 
it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and 
to Smyrna and to Per'gamwn and to 
Thyati'ra and to Sardis and to Philadel
phia and to La-odice'a." 

12 Then I turned to see the voice 
that was speaking to me, and on turning 
I saw seven golden lampstands, 1.1 and 
in the midst of the lampstands one like 
a son of man, clothed with a long robe 
and with a golden girdle round his 
breast; 14 his head and his hair were 
white as white wool, white as snow; 
his eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his 
feet were like burnished bronze, re-

,. The Greek ccxt in this ~cntence is uncertain at several points 
23: Zech 3.3-4. 1.4: Ex 3.14. 1.5: rs 89.27. 1.6: Ex 19.6; Is 61.6. 
1.7: Dan 7.n; M1 24.30; Mk 14.62; Zech 12.IO. 1.8: Ex 3.14. 1.13: Dan 7.13; 10.5. J.15: Ezek 1.24. 



REVELATION l 228 To the seven churches 
fined as in a furnace, and his voice was 
like the sound of many waters; 16 in his 
right hand he held seven stars, from his 
mouth issued a sharp two-edged sword, 
and his face was like che sun shining in 
full strength. 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet 
as though dead. Bue he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying, "Fear not, I am 
the first and the last, I H and the living 
one; I died, and behold I am alive for 
evermore, and I have the keys of 
Death and Hades. 19 Now write what 
you see, what is and what is to take 
place hereafter. 20As for the mystery of 
the seven stars which you saw in my 
right hand, and the seven golden lamp
stands, the seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches and the seven lamp
stands are the seven churches. 

2 "To the angel of the church in 
Ephesus write: 'The words of him 

who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand, who walks among the seven 
golden lampstands. 

2 " 'I know your works, your toil and 
your patient endurance, and how you 
cannot bear evil men but have tested 
those who call themselves apostles but 
are not, and found them to be false ; 
3 I know you are enduring patiently and 
bearing up for my name's sake, and you 
have not grown weary. 4 Bue I have this 
against you, that you have abandoned 
the love you had at first. s Remember 
then from what you have fallen, repent 
and do the works you did at first. If not, 
I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 6 Yet this you have, you hate the 
works of the Nicola'itans, which I also 
hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says co the churches. 
To him who conquers I will grant to 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.' 

8 "And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write: 'The .words of the first 
and the last, who died and came to life. 

9 " 'I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 
of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is 
about to throw some of you into prison, 

that you may be tested, and for ten days 
you will have tribulation. Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who conquers shall not be 
hurt by the second death.' 

12 "And to the angel of the church 
in Per'gamum write: 'The words of him 
who has the sharp two-edged sword. 

13 " 'I know where you dwell, where 
Satan's throne is; you hold fast my 
name and you did not deny my faith 
even in the days of An'tipas my witness, 
my faithful one, who was killed among 
you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have 
a few things against you: you have some 
there who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to put a stumbling 
block before the sons of Israel, that 
they might eat food sacrificed to idols 
and practice immorality. 15 So you also 
have some who hold the teaching of the 
Nicola'itans. 16 Repent then. If not, I 
will come to you soon and war against 
them with the sword of my mouth. 
17 He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who conquers I will give some of the 
hidden manna, and I will give him a 
white stone, with a new name written 
on the stone which no one knows 
except him who receives it.' 

18 "And to the angel of the church 
in Thyati'ra write: 'The words of the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame 
of fire, and whose feet are like burnished 
bronze. 

19 " 'I know your works, your love 
and faith and service and patient en
durance, and that your latter works 
exceed the first. 20 But I have this 
against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jez'ebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess and is teaching and beguil
ing my servants to practice immorality 
and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I 
gave her time to repent, but she refuses 
to repent of her immorality. 22 Behold, 
I will throw her on a sickbed, and those 
who commit adultery with her I will 
throw into great tribulation, unless they 
repent of her doings; 23 and I will strike 
her children dead. And all the churches 
shall know that I am he who searches 
mind and heart, and I will give to each 

1.18: Ex 34.29. 1.17: Is 44.2, 6. 2.7: Gen 2.9. 2.8: Is 44.6. 2.10: Dan 1.12. 2.14: Nwn 31.16; 25.1-2. 
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of you as your works deserve. 2A But to 
the rest of you in Thyati'ra, who do not 
hold this teaching, who have not 
learned what some call the deep things 
of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay upon 
you any other burden; 2s only hold fast 
what you have, until I come. 20 He who 
conquers and who keeps my works 
until the end, I will give him power 
over the nations, 21 and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron, as when 
Parthen pots are broken in pieces, even 
as I myself have received power from 
my Father; 28 and I will give him the 
morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.' 

3 "And to the angel of the church 
in Sardis write: 'The words of him 

who has the seven spirits of God and 
the seven stars. 

" 'I know your works ; you have the 
name of being alive, and you are dead. 
2 Awake, and strengthen what remains 
and is on the point of death, for I have 
not found your works perfect in the 
sight of my God. ~ Remember then 
what you received and heard; keep that, 
and repent. If you will not awake, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know 
at what hour I will come upon you. 
~ Yet you have still a few names in 
Sardis, people who have not soiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with me 
in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who 
conquers shall be clad thus in white 
garments, and I will not blot his name 
out of the book of life; I will confess his 
name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.' 

7 "And to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia write: 'The words of the 
holy one, the true one, who has the key 
of David, who opens and no one shall 
shut, who shuts and no one opens. 

8 " 'I know your works. Behold, I 
have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut; I know 
that you have but little power, and yet 
you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name. lJ Behold, I will make 
those of the synagogue of Satan who say 
that they are Jews and :::re not, but 
liL~behold, I will make them come and 

bow down before your feet, and learn 
that I have loved you. 10 Because you 
have kept my word of patient endur
ance, I will keep you from the hour of 
trial which is coming on the whole 
world, to try those who dwell upon the 
earth. 11 I am coming soon; hold fast 
what you have, so that no one may 
seize your crown. 12 He who conquers, 
I will make him a pillar in the temple 
of my God; never shall he go out of it, 
and I will write on him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, the new Jerusalem which 
comes down from my God out of 
heaven, and my own new name. L1 He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.' 

14 "And to the angel of the church 
in La-odice'a write: 'The words of the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the beginning of God's creation. 

15 " 'I know your works : you are 
neither cold nor hot. Would that you 
were cold or hot! 16 So, because you are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spew you out of my mouth. 17 For 
you say, I am rich, I have prospered, 
and I need nothing; not knowing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, 
and naked. 18 Therefore I counsel you 
to buy from me gold refined by fire, 
that you may be rich, and white gar
ments to clothe you and to keep the 
shame of your nakedness from being 
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, 
that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, 
I reprove and chasten ; so be zealous 
and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock; if any one hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him and eat with him, and he with 
me. 21 He who conquers, I will grant 
him to sit with me on my throne, as I 
myself conquered and sat down with 
my Father on his throne. 22 He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.' " 

4 After this I looked, and lo, in 
heaven an open door! And the first 

voice, which I had heard speaking to 
me like a trumpet, said, "Come up 
hither, and I will show you what must 
take place after this." 2At once I was in 
t'1e Spirit, and lo, a throne stood in 

2.26: l's 2.8-9. 3.5: Ex 32.32; l's 69.28; Dan 12.1; Mt I0.32. 3.7: Is 22.22. 3.9: Is 60.14; 49.23; 43.4. 
3.12: Is 62.2; Ezck 48.35; Rev 21.2. 3.14: Ps 89.28; Prov 8.22; Jn 1.1-3. 3.17: Hos 12.8. 3.19: Prov 3.12. 
4.1: Ex 19.16, 24. 4.2: Ezek 1.26-28. 



REVELATION 4 230 Heavenly worship 
heaven, with one seated on the throne! to look into it. s Then one of the elders 
3And he who sat there appeared like said to me, "Weep not; lo, the Lion of 
jasper and carnelian, and round the the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
throne was a rainbow that looked like has conquered, so that he can open the 
an emerald. 4 Round the throne were scroll and its seven seals." 
twenty-four thrones, and seated on the 6 And between the throne and the 
thrones were twenty-four elders, clad in four living creatures and among the 
white garments, with golden crowns elders, I saw a Lamb standing, as 
upon their heads. s From the throne though it had been slain, with seven 
issue flashes of lightning, and voices horns and with seven eyes, which are 
and peals of thunder, and before the the seven spirits of God sent out into 
throne bum seven torches of fire, which all the earth; 7 and he went and took the 
are the seven spirits of God; 6 and scroll from the right hand of him who 
before the throne there is as it were a was seated on the throne. 8And when 
sea of glass, like crystal. he had taken the scroll, the four living 

And round the throne, on each side creatures and the twenty-four elders 
of the throne, are four living creatures, fell down before the Lamb, each hold
full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the ing a harp, and with golden bowls full 
first living creature like a lion, the of incense, which are the prayers of the 
second living creature like an ox, the saints; 9 and they sang a new song, 
third living creature with the face of a saying, 
man, and the fourth living creature like "Worthy art thou to take the scroll 
a flying eagle. 8And the four living and to open its seals, 
creatures, each of them with six wings, for thou wast slain and by thy blood 
are full of eyes all round and within, didst ransom men for God 
and day and night they never cease to from every tribe and tongue and 
sing, people and nation, 

"Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 10 and hast made them a kingdom and 
Almighty, priests to our God, 

who was and is and is to come!" and they shall reign on earth." 
9And whenever the living creatures give 11 Then I looked, and I heard around 
glory and honor and thanks to him who the throne and the living creatures and 
is seated on the throne, who lives for the elders the voice of many angels, 
ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders numbering myriads of myriads and 
fall down before him who is seated on thousands of thousands, 12 saying with 
the throne and worship him who lives a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who 
for ever and ever; they cast their was slain, to receive power and wealth 
crowns before the throne, singing, and wisdom and might and honor and 
11 "Worthy art thou, our Lord and glory and blessing!" 13And I heard 

God, every creature in heaven and on earth 
to receive glory and honor and and under the earth and in the sea, 

power, and all therein, saying, "To him who 
for thou didst create all things, sics upon che throne and co che Lamb 
and by thy will they existed and were be blessing and honor and glory and 

created." might for ever and ever!" I~And the 

5 And I saw in the right hand of him four living creatures said, "Amen!" and 
who was seated on the throne a the elders fell down and worshiped. 

scroll written within and on the back, 
sealed with seven seals; 2 and I saw a 
strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and break its seals?" 3And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look 
into it, 4 and I wept much that no one 
was found worthy co open che scroll or 

6 Now I saw when the Lamb opened 
one of the seven seals, and I heard 

one of the four living creatures say, as 
with a voice of thunder, "Come!" 
2And I saw, and behold, a white horse, 
and ics rider had a bow; and a crown 
was given co him, and he went ouc 
conquering and to conquer. 
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Four horsemen 231 REVELATION 7 
3 When he opened the second seal, and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from 

I heard the second living creature say, the face of him who is seated on the 
''Comel" 4And out came another throne, and from the wrath of the 
horse, bright red; its rider was permit- Lamb; 17 for the great da~ of their 
ted to take peace from the earth, so that wrath has come, and who can stand 
men should slay one another; and he before it?" 
was given a great sword. 7 After this I saw four angels stand-

s When he opened the third seal, I ing at the four comers of the earth, 
heard the third living creature say, holding back the four winds of the 
"Come!" And I saw, and behold, a earth, that no wind migln blow on earth 
black horse, and its rider had a balance or sea or against any tree. 2 Then I saw 
in his hand; 6 and I heard what seemed another angel ascend from the rising of 
to be a voice in the midst of the four the sun, with the seal of the living God, 
living creatures saying, "A quart of and he called with a loud voice to the 
wheat fur a denarius," and three quarts four angels who had been given power 
of barley for a denarius ;" but do not to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, "Do 
harm oil and wine!" not harm the earth or the sea or the 

7 When he opened the fourth seal, trees, till we have sealed the servants of 
I heard the voice of the fourth living our God upon their foreheads." 4And 
creature say, "Come!" HAnd I saw, and I heard the number of the sealed, a 
behold, a pale horse, and its rider's hundred and forty-four thousand sealed, 
name was Death, and Hades followed out of every tribe of the sons of Israel, 
him; and they were given power over s twelve thousand sealed out of the tribe 
a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword of Judah, twelve thousand of the tribe of 
and with famine and with pestilence Reuben, twelve thousand of the tribe 
and by wild beasts of the earth. of Gad, 6 twelve thousand of the tribe of 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw Asher, twelve thousand of the tribe of 
under the altar the souls of those who Naph'tali, twelve thousand of the tribe 
had been slain for the word of God and of Manas'seh, 7 twelve thousand of the 
for the wimess they had borne; 10 they tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand 
cried out with a loud voice, "O Sover- of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand of 
eign Lord, holy and true, how long the tribe of Is'sachar, 8 twelve thousand 
before thou wilt judge and avenge our of the tribe of Zeb'ulun, twelve thou
blood on those who dwell upon the sand of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thou
earth?" 11 Then they were each given a sand sealed out of the tribe of Benjamin. 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, 9 After this I looked, and behold, a 
until the number of their fellow servants great multitude which no man could 
and their brethren should be complete, number, from every nation, from all 
who were to be killed as they themselves tribes and peoples and tongues, stand
had been. ing before the throne and before the 

12 When he opened the sixth seal, Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
I looked, and behold, there was a great palm branches in their hands, 10 and 
earthquake; and the sun became black crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation 
as sackcloth, the full moon became like belongs to our God who sits upon the 
blood, 1.1 and the stars of the sky fell to throne, and to the Lamb!" I IAnd all 
the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter the angels stood round the throne and 
fruit when shaken by a gale; 14 the sky round the elders and the four living 
vanished like a scroll that ·is rolled up, creatures, and they fell on their faces 
and every mountain and island was re- before the throne and worshiped God, 
moved from its place. IS Then the kings 12 saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory 
of the earth and the great men and the and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
generals and the rich and the strong, and power and might be to our God for 
and every one, slave and free, hid in the ever and ever! Amen." 
caves and among the rocks of the 13 Then one of the elders addressed 
mountains, J() calling to the mountains me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in 

11 Tht: Jcnanu~ wa~ a Joy'!> wa~c lor a laborer 
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REVELATION 7 232 Opening the bottomless pit 
white robes, and whence have they became blood, a third of the living 
come?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you creatures in the sea died, and a third of 
know." And he said to me, "These are the ships were destroyed. 
they who have come our of the great 10 The third angel blew his crumpet, 
tribulation; they have washed their and a great star fell from heaven, blazing 
robes and made them white in tht; like a torch, and it fell on a third of the 
blood of the Lamb. rivers and on the fountains of water. 
15 Therefore are they before the throne 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. 

of God, A third of the waters became worm-
and serve him day and night within wood, and many men died of the water, 

his temple; because it was made bitter. 
and he who sirs upon the throne 12 The fourth angel blew his trum-

will shelter them with his pres- pet, and a third of the sun was struck, 
ence. and a third of the moon, and a third of 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither the scars, so that a third of their light 
thirst any more; was darkened; a third of the day was 

the sun shall nor strike them, nor kept from shining, and likewise a third 
any scorching heat. of the night. 

17 For the Lamb in the midst of the 13 Then I looked, and I heard an 
throne will be their shepherd, eagle crying with a loud voice, as it flew 

and he will guide them to springs in rnidheaven, "Woe, woe, woe to those 
of living water; who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of 

and God will wipe away every tear the other trumpets which the three 
from their eyes." angels are about to blow!" 

8 When the Lamb opened the 9 And the fifth angel blew his trum
seventh seal, there was silence in pet, and I saw a star fallen from 

heaven for about half an hour. 2 Then heaven to earth, and he was given the 
I saw the seven angels who stand before key of the shaft of the bottomless pit; 
God, and seven trumpets were given to 2 he opened the shaft of the bottomless 
them. 3And another angel came and pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like 
stood at the altar with a golden censer; the smoke of a great furnace, and the 
and he was given much incense to sun and the air were darkened with the 
mingle with the prayers of all the saints smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the 
upon the golden altar before the throne; smoke came locusts on the earth, and 
4 and the smoke of the incense rose with they were given power like the power of 
the prayers of the saints from the hand scorpions of the earth; 4 they were told 
of the angel before God. 5 Then the not to harm the grass of the earth or 
angel took the censer and filled it with any green growth or any tree, but only 
fire from the altar and threw it on the those of mankind who have nor the seal 
earth; and there were peals of thunder, of God upon their foreheads; 5 they 
voices, flashes of lightning, and an were allowed to torture them for five 
earthquake. months, but not to kill them, and their 

6 Now the seven angels who had the torture was like the torture of a scorpion, 
seven trumpets made ready to blow when it stings a man. 6And in those days 
them. men will seek death and will not find it; 

7 The first angel blew his trumpet, they will long to die, and death will fly 
and there followed hail and fire, mixed from them. 
with blood, which fell on the earth; and 7 In appearance the locusts were like 
a third of the earth was burnt up, and a horses arrayed for battle; on their heads 
third of the trees were burnt up, and all were what looked like crowns of gold; 
green grass was burnt up. their faces were like human faces, 

8 The second angel blew his trum- 8 their hair like women's hair, and their 
pet, and something like a great moun- teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had scales 
rain, burning with fire, was thrown like iron breastplates, and the noise of 
into the sea; 9 and a third of the sea their wings was like the noise of many 
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Bitter scroll 233 REVELATION 11 
chariots with horses rushing into battle. 
10 They have tails like scorpions, and 
stings, and their power of hurting men 
for five months lies in their tails. 
11 They have as king over them the 
angel of the bottomless pit; his name in 
Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he 
is called Apol'lyon. b 

12 The first woe has passed; behold, 
two woes are still to come. 

13 Then the sixth angel blew his 
trumpet, and I heard a voice from the 
four horns of the golden altar before 
God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who 
had the trumpet, "Release the four 
angels who are bound at the great river 
Eu-phra'tes." 15 So the four angels were 
released, who had been held ready for 
the hour, the day, the month, and the 
year, to kill a third of mankind. 16 The 
number of the troops of cavalry was 
twice ten thousand times ten thousand; 
I heard their number. I7And this was 
how I saw the horses in my vision : the 
riders wore breastplates the color of fire 
and of sapphire and of sulphur, and the 
heads of the horses were like lions' 
heads, and fire and smoke and sulphur 
issued from their mouths. 18 By these 
three plagues a third of mankind was 
killed, by the fire and smoke and sul
phur issuing from their mouths. 19 For 
the power of the horses is in their 
mouths and in their tails; their tails are 
like serpents, with heads, and by means 
of them they wound. 

20 The rest of mankind, who were 
not killed by these plagues, did not 
repent of the works of their hands nor 
give up worshiping demons and idols 
of gold and silver and bronze and stone 
and wood, which cannot either see or 
hear or walk; 21 nor did they repent of 
their murders or their sorceries or their 
immorality or their thefts. 

lo Then I saw another mighty 
angel coming down from heaven, 

wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow 
over his head, and his face was like the 
sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 
2 He had a little scroll open in his hand. 
And he set his right foot on the sea, 
and his left foot on the land, 3 and 
called out with a loud voice, like a lion 
roaring; when he called out, the seven 

I; Or Destroyer r Greek hyacinth 

thunders sounded. 4And when the 
seven thunders had sounded, I was 
about to write, but I heard a voice from 
heaven saying, "Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said, and do not write it 
down." 5And the angel whom I saw 
standing on sea and land lifted up his 
right hand to heaven 6 and swore by him 
who lives for ever and ever, who created 
heaven and what is in it, the earth and 
what is in it, and the sea and what is in 
it, that there should be no more delay, 
7 but that in the days of the trumpet 
call to be sounded by the seventh angel, 
the mystery of God, as he announced 
to his servants the prophets, should be 
fulfilled. 

8 Then the voice which I had heard 
from heaven spoke to me again, saying, 
"Go, take the scroll which is open in the 
hand of the angel who is standing on the 
sea and on the land." 9 So I went to the 
angel and told him to give me the little 
scroll; and he said to me, "Take it and 
eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, 
but sweet as honey in your mouth." 
IOAnd I took the little scroll from the 
hand of the angel and ate it; it was 
sweet as honey in my mouth, but when 
I had eaten it my stomach was made 
bitter. IIAnd I was told, "You must 
again prophesy about many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings." 

11 Then I was given a measuring 
rod like a staff, and I was told: 

"Rise and measure the temple of God 
and the altar and those who worship 
there, 2 but do not measure the court 
outside the temple; leave that out, for 
it is given over to the nations, and they 
will trample over the holy city for 
forty-two months. 3And I will grant 
my two witnesses power to prophesy for 
one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days, clothed in sackcloth." 

4 These are the two olive trees and 
the two lampstands which stand before 
the Lord of the earth. 5And if any one 
would harm them, fire pours from their 
mouth and consumes their foes; if any 
one would harm them, thus he is 
doomed to be killed. 6 They have power 
to shut the sky, that no rain may fall 
during the days of their prophesying, 
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REVELATION 11 234 War in heaven 
and those who fear thy name, ooth 

small and great, 
and they have power over the waters to 
tum them into blood, and to smite the 
earth with every plague, as often as they 
desire. 7And when they have finished 
their testimony, the beast that ascends 
from the bottomless pit will make war 
upon them and conquer them and kill 
them, H and their dead bodies will lie 
in the street of the great city which is 
allegorically'' called Sodom and Egypt, 
where their Lord was crucified. <J For 
three days and a half men from the 
peoples and tribes and tongues and 
nations gaze at their dead bodies and 
refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, 
10 and those who dwell on the earth will 
rejoice over them and make merry and 
exchange presents, because these two 
prophets had been a torment to those 
who dwell on the earth. 11 But after the 
three and a half days a breath of life 
from God entered them, and they stood 
up on their feet, and great fear fell on 
those who saw them. 12 Then they heard 
a loud voice from heaven saying to 
them, "Come up hither!" And in the 
sight of their foes they went up to 
heaven in a cloud. 13And at that hour 
there was a great earthquake, and a 
tenth of the city fell; seven thousand 
people were killed in the earthquake, 
and the rest were terrified and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. 

14 The second woe has passed; be
hold, the third woe is soon to come. 

15 Then the seventh angel blew his 
trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever." 16And the 
twenty-four elders who sit on their 
thrones before God fell on their faces 
and worshiped God, 17 saying, 

"We give thanks to thee, Lord God 
Almighty, who art and who 
wast, 

that thou hast taken thy great 
power and begun to reign. 

18 The nations raged, but thy wrath 
came, 

and the time for the dead to be 
judged, 

for rewarding thy servants, the 
prophets and saints, 

and for destroying the destroyers of 
the earth." 

19 Then God's temple in heaven was 
opened, and the ark of his covenant was 
seen within his temple; and there were 
Hashes of lightning, voices, peals 
of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy 
hail. 

12 And a great portent appeared in 
heaven, a woman clothed with 

the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars; 2 she was with child and she cried 
out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for 
delivery. 3And another portent appeared 
in heaven; behold, a great red dragon, 
with seven heads and ten horns, and 
seven diadems upon his heads. 4 His 
tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven, and cast them to the earth. 
And the dragon stood before the woman 
who was about to bear a child, that he 
might devour her child when she 
brought it forth; s she brought forth a 
male child, one who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron, but her child 
was caught up to God and to his throne, 
6 and the woman fled into the wilder
ness, where she has a place prepared by 
God, in which to be nourished for one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael 
and his angels fighting against the 
dragon; and the dragon and his angels 
fought, H but they were defeated and 
there was no longer any place for them 
in heaven. 9And the great dragon was 
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who 
is called the Devil and Satan, the de
ceiver of the whole world-he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him. lllAnd 
I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 
"Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ have come, for 
the accuser of our brethren has been 
thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God. 11And they 
have conquered him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testi
mony; for they loved not their lives 
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Beast from the sea 235 REVELATION 14 
even unto death. 12 Rejoice then, 0 8 and all who dwell on earth will wor
heaven and you that dwell therein! But ship it, every one whose name has not 
woe to you, 0 earth and sea, for the been written before the foundation of 
devil has come down to you in great the world in the book of life of the 
wrath, because he knows that his time Lamb that was slain. 9 If any one has 
is short!" an ear, let him hear: 

13 And when the dragon saw that he 10 If any one is to be taken captive, 
had been thrown down to the earth, he to captivity he goes; 
pursued the woman who had borne the if any one slays with the sword, 
male child. 14 But the woman was given with the sword must he be slain. 
the two wings of the great eagle that she Here is a call for the endurance and 
might fly from the serpent into the faith of the saints. 
wilderness, to the place where she is to 11 Then I saw another beast which 
be nourished for a time, and times, and rose out of the earth; it had two horns 
half a time. IS The serpent poured water like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 
like a river out of his mouth after the 12 It exercises all the authority of the 
woman, to sweep her away with the first beast in its presence, and makes the 
flood. 16 But the earth came to the help earth and its inhabitants worship the 
of the woman, and the earth opened its first beast, whose mortal wound was 
mouth and swallowed the river which healed. 13 It works great signs, even 
the dragon had poured from his mouth. making fire come down from heaven to 
17 Then the dragon was angry with the earth in the sight of men; 14 and by the 
woman, and went off to make war on signs which it is allowed to work in the 
the rest of her offspring, on those who presence of the beast, it deceives those 
keep the commandments of God and who dwell on earth, bidding them make 
bear testimony to Jesus. And he stood' an image for the beast which was 
on the sand of the sea. wounded by the sword and yet lived; 

13 And I saw a beast rising out of IS and it was allowed to give breath to 
the sea, with ten horns and seven the image of the beast so that the image 

heads, with ten diadems upon its horns of the beast should even speak, and to 
and a blasphemous name upon its heads. cause those who would not worship the 
2And the beast that I saw was like a image of the beast to be slain. 16AJso it 
leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and causes all, both small and great, both 
its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And rich and poor, both free and slave, to 
to it the dragon gave his power and his be marked on the right hand or the fore
throne and great authority. 3 One of its head, 17 so that no one can buy or sell 
heads seemed to have a mortal wound, unless he has the mark, that is, the 
but its mortal wound was healed, and name of the beast or the number of its 
the whole earth followed the beast with name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let him 
wonder. 4 Men worshiped the dragon, who has understanding reckon the 
for he had given his authority to the number of the beast, for it is a human 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, number, its number is six hundred and 
saying, "Who is like the beast, and who sixty-six.• 
can fight against it?" 14 Then I looked, and lo, on 

5 And the beast was given a mouth Mount Zion stood the Lamb, 
uttering haughty and blasphemous and with him a hundred and forty-four 
words, and it was allowed to exercise thousand who had his name and his 
authority for forty-two months; 6 it Father's name written on their forc
opened its mouth to utter blasphemies heads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven 
against God, blaspheming his name and like the sound of many waters and like 
his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in the sound of loud thunder; the voice 
heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make I heard was like the sound of harpers 
war on the saints and to conquer them.I playing on their harps, 3 and they sing 
And authority was given it over every a new song before the throne and before 
tribe and people and tongue and nation, the four living creatures and before the 

"Other ancient authorities read And I swod, connecting the !'.entcncc with Ch 13.1 
f Other ancient authorities omit this sentence U Other ancicnl authorities read si:r hundred and sixteen 
12.12: ls 44.21; 49.13. 12.14: Dan 7.25; 12.7. 13.1: Dan 7.1-6. 13.5: Dan 7.8. 13.7: Dan 7.21. 
13.9: Mk 4.21. 13.10: )er 15.2. 13.14: Deut 13.1-5. 13.15: Dan 3.5. 14.1: Ezek 9.4. 
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elders. No one could learn that song 
except the hundred and forty-four 
thousand who had been redeemed from 
the earth. 4 It is these who have not 
defiled themselves with women, for they 
are chaste;" it is these who follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes; these have 
been redeemed from mankind as first 
fruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in 
their mouth no lie was found, for they 
are spotless. 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in 
midheaven, with an eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, 
to every nation and tribe and tongue 
and people; 7 and he said with a loud 
voice, "Fear God and give him glory, 
for the hour of his judgment has come; 
and worship him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and the fountains of 
water.'' 

8 Another angel, a second, followed, 
saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great, she who made all nations drink 
the wine of her impure passion." 

9 And another angel, a third, fol
lowed them, saying with a loud voice, 
"If any one worships the beast and its 
image, and receives a mark on his fore
head or on his hand, 10 he also shall 
drink the wine of God's wrath, poured 
unmixed into the cup of his anger, and 
he shall be tormented with fire and 
sulphur in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 
l lAnd the smoke of their torment goes 
up for ever and ever; and they have no 
rest, day or night, these worshipers of 
the beast and its image, and whoever 
receives the mark of its name." 

12 Here is a call for the endurance of 
the saints, those who keep the com
mandments of God and the faith of 
Jes us. 

13 And I heard a voice from heaven 
saying, "Write this: Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord henceforth." 
"Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that 
they may rest from their labors, for their 
deeds follow them!" 

14 Then I looked, and lo, a white 
cloud, and seated on the cloud one like 
a son of man, with a golden crown on his 
head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 
15And another angel came out of the 
temple, calling with a loud voice to him 

who sat upon the cloud, "Put in your 
sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap 
has come, for the harvest of the eanh is 
fully ripe." 16 So he who sat upon the 
cloud swung his sickle on the earth, and 
the earth was reaped. 

17 And another angel came out of 
the temple in heaven, and he too had 
a sharp sickle. 18 Then another angel 
came out from the altar, the angel who 
has power over fire, and he called with 
a loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, "Put in your sickle, and gather 
the clusters of the vine of the earth, for 
its grapes are ripe." 14 So the angel 
swung his sickle on the earth and gath
ered the vintage of the earth, and threw 
it into the great wine press of the wrath 
of God; 20 and the wine press was 
trodden outside the city, and blood 
flowed from the wine press, as high as 
a horse's bridle, for one thousand six 
hundred stadia.i 

15 Then I saw another portent in 
heaven, great and wonderful, 

seven angels with seven plagues, which 
are the last, for with them the wrath of 
God is ended. 

2 And I saw what appeared to be a 
sea of glass mingled with fire, and those 
who had conquered the beast and its 
image and the number of its name, 
standing beside the sea of glass with 
harps of God in their hands. 3And they 
sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 

"Great and wonderful are thy deeds, 
0 Lord God the Almighty ! 
Just and true are thy ways, 
0 King of the ages !J 

4 Who shall not fear and glorify thy 
name, 0 Lord? 

For thou alone art holy. 
All nations shall come and worship 

thee, 
for thy judgments have been re

vealed." 
5 After this I looked, and the temple 

of the tent of witness in heaven was 
opened, 6 and out of the temple came 
the seven angels with the seven plagues, 
robed in pure bright linen, and their 
breasts girded with golden girdles. 7And 
one of the four living creatures gave the 
seven angels seven golden bowls full of 

11 Greek v!r.i.:1m 1 About two hundred miles J Other <indent authorities read rl1t· 1wtio11.~ 
14.8: h 21.9. 14.IO: ]er 51.7; Gen 19.24. 14.11: ls 34.IO 14.14: Dan 7.ll. 14.15: Joel 3.13; Mi 11.30. 
14.20: Joel 1.13. 15.1: Lev 26.21. 15.3: Ex 15.l; P~ H5.17 15.4: Jcr 10.7; Ps Rb.9-10. 15.S: Ex 40.3-l. 
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che wrath of God who lives for ever and who go abroad co the kings of the whole 
ever; x and the temple was filled with world, to assemble chem for baccle on 
smoke from che glory of God and from the greac day of God che Almighcy. 
his power, and no one could encer the 15 ("Lo, I am coming like a chief! 
cemple until che seven plagues of che Blessed is he who is awake, keeping his 
seven angels were ended. garmencs char he may nor go naked and 

16 Then I heard a loud voice from be seen exposed!") 16And they assem
che cemple celling che seven an- bled them ac che place which is called in 

gels, "Go and pour our on the earth the Hebrew Armaged'don. 
seven bowls of che wrath of God." 17 The sevench angel poured his 

2 So che firsc angel wenc and poured bowl inco che air, and a loud voice came 
his bowl on che earth, and foul and evil out of the cemple, from che chrone, 
sores came upon the men who bore che saying, "le is done!" IMAnd chere were 
mark of che beasc and worshiped ics flashes of lighcning, voices, peals of 
image. thunder, and a greac earchquake such as 

3 The second angel poured his bowl had never been since men were on the 
into che sea, and it became like the blood earth, so great was that earthquake. 
of a dead man, and every Jiving thing 19 The great city was split into three 
died char was in the sea. pares, and che cities of the nations fell, 

4 The third angel poured his bowl and God remembered great Babylon, 
into che rivers and the fountains of co make her drain the cup of the fury of 
water, and they became blood. SAnd his wrath. 20And every island fled away, 
I heard the angel of water say, and no mouncains were co be found; 

"Just arc chou in these thy judgmencs, 21 and greac hailscones, heavy as a hun
thou who art and wast, 0 Holy One. dredweight, dropped on men from ° For men have shed che blood of saincs heaven, till men cursed God for the 

and prophecs, plague of the hail, so fearful was that 
and chou hast given them blood co plague. 

drink. 
le is cheir due!" 

7 And I heard che altar cry, 
"Yea, Lord God the Almighty, 
crue and just are chy judgmencs!" 
8 The fourch angel poured his bowl 

on che sun, and ic was allowed co scorch 
men wich fire; 9 men were scorched by 
che fierce heat, and chey cursed the name 
of God who had power over these 
plagues, and chey did nor repent and 
give hirn glory. 

10 The fifth angel poured his bowl on 
che chrone of che beasc, and ics kingdom 
wa~ in darkness; men gnawed their 
congucs in anguish 11 and cursed the 
God of heaven for their pain and sores, 
and did not repent of their deeds. 

12 The sixch angel poured his bowl 
on che greac river Eu-phra'ces, and ics 
waccr was dried up, co prepare the way 
for che kings from che east. 1.1And I saw, 
issuing from che mouth of che dragon 
and from che mouch of the beast and 
from che mouch of che false prophec, 
chrcc foul spirics like frogs; 14 for they 
are demonic spirics, performing signs, 

17 Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls came 

and said to me, "Come, I will show you 
the judgmenc of the great harloc who is 
seated upon many waters, 2 with whom 
the kings of che earth have commicted 
fornication, and with che wine of whose 
fornication the dwellers on earth have 
become drunk." JAnd he carried me 
away in the Spiric inco a wilderness, and 
I saw a woman siccing on a scarlet beast 
which was full of blasphemous names, 
and it had seven heads and cen horns. 
4 The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarier, and bedecked with gold and 
jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a 
golden cup full of abominations and the 
impurities of her fomicacion; s and on 
her forehead was written a name of 
mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of 
harlots and of earth's abominations." 
6And I saw the woman, drunk wich the 
blood of the saincs and the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. 

When I saw her I marveled greatly. 
7 But the angel said to me, "Why 

15.8: I Kings H.IO, ls 6.4; Erck 44.4 16.1: Is 66.h; Ps 69.24. 16.2: Ex 9.10-11; Dcut 28.35. 
16.3-4: EK 7.17-21. 16.6: p, 79.l. 16.7: p, 119.117 16.10: Ex I0.21. 16.12: ls 11.15-16. 
16.13: I King' 22.21-21; EK 8. l. 16.15: I The" 5.2. 16.16: 2 Kings 9.27. 16.17: ls 66.6. 
16.18: Ex 19.16; Dan 12.1. 16.21: Ex 9.23. 17.1: Jer 51.13. 17.2: ls 23.17; Jer 25.15-16. 
17.4: )er 51.7. 
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every foul and hateful marvel? I will tell you the mystery of 

the woman, and of the beast with seven 
heads and ten horns that carries her. 
8 The beast that you saw was, and is 
not, and is to ascend from the bottom
less pit and go to perdition; and the 
dwellers on earth whose names have not 
been written in the book of life from 
the foundation of the world, will marvel 
to behold the beast, because it was and 
is not and is to come. 9 This calls for a 
mind with wisdom: the seven heads are 
seven mountains on which the woman is 
seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five 
of whom have fallen, one is, the other 
has not yet come, and when he comes 
he must remain only a little while. 11As 
for the beast that was and is not, it is 
an eighth but it belongs to the seven, 
and it goes to perdition. I2And the ten 
horns that you saw are ten kings who 
have not yet received royal power, but 
they are to receive authority as kings for 
one hour, together with the beast. 
13 These are of one mind and give over 
their power and authority to the beast; 
14 they will make war on the Lamb, and 
the Lamb will conquer them, for he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those with him are called and chosen 
and faithful." 

15 And he said to me, "The waters 
that you saw, where the harlot is seated, 
are peoples and multitudes and nations 
and tongues. I6And the ten horns that 
you saw, they and the beast will hate 
rhe harlot; thel! will make her desolate 
and naked, and devour her flesh and 
burn her up with fire, I 7 for God has 
put it into their hearts to carry our his 
purpose by being •of one mind and 
giving over· their royal power to the 
beast, until the words of God shall be 
fulfilled. 18And the woman that you saw 
is the great city which has dominion 
over the kings of the earth." 

18 After this I saw another angel 
coming down from heaven, hav

ing great authority; and the earth was 
made bright with his splendor. 2And he 
called out with a mighty voice, 

"Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
It has become a dwelling place of 

demons, 
a haunt of every foul spirit, 

A" Other ancient authorities read fallen by 

a haunt of 
bird; 

3 for all nations have drunk' the wine 
of her impure passion, 

and the kings of the earth have com
mitted fornication with her, 

and the merchants of the earth have 
grown rich with the wealth of 
her wantonness." 

4 Then I heard another voice from 
heaven saying, 

"Come out of her, my people, 
lest you take part in her sins, 
lest you share in her plagues; 

5 for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
and God has remembered her in

iquities. 
6 Render to her as she herself has 

rendered, 
and repay her double for her deeds; 
mix a double draught for her in the 

cup she mixed. 
7 As she glorified herself and played 

the wanton, 
so give her a like measure of torment 

and mourning. 
Since in her heart she says, 'A queen 

I sit, 
I am no widow, mourning I shall 

never see,' 
H so shall her plagues come in' a single 

day, 
pestilence and mourning and famine, 
and she shall be burned with fire; 
for mighty is the Lord God who 

judges her." 
9 And the kings of the earth, who 

committed fornication and were wanton 
with her, will weep and wail over her 
when they see the smoke of her burning; 
IO they will stand far off, in fear of her 
torment, and say, 

"Alas ! alas ! thou great city, 
thou mighty city, Babylon! 
In one hour has thy judgment come." 
11 And the merchants of the earth 

weep and mourn for her, since no one 
buys their cargo any more, 12 cargo of 
gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine 
linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds 
of scented wood, all articles of ivory, 
all articles of costly wood, bronze, iron 
and marble, 1.1 cinnamon, spice, incense, 
myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine 
flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses 

17.8: Dan 7.3; Rev 1.5. 17.12: Dan 7.20-24. 17.14: Dan 2.47. 18.2: Is 21.9; Jcr 50.19. 
18.3: )er 25.15, 27. 18.4: ls 48.20; Jer 50.8. 18.5: Jer 51.9. 18.6: Ps 137.8. 18.7: Is 47 R-9 
18.9: Ezek 26.16-17. 18.11: Ezck 27.36. 18.12: Ezck 27.12-13. 22. 



Song of triumph in heaven 239 REVELATION 19 
and chariots, and slaves, that is, human 24 And in her was found the blood of 
souls. prophets and of saints, 
14 "The fruit for which thy soul longed and of all who have been slain on 

has gone from thee, earth." 
and all thy dainties and thy splendor 19 After this I heard what seemed 

are lost to thee, never to be to be the loud voice of a great 
found again!" multitude in heaven, crying, 

15 The merchants of these wares, who "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
gained wealth from her, will stand far power belong to our God, 
off, in fear of her torment, weeping and 2 for his judgments are true and just; 
mourning aloud, he has judged the great harlot who 
16 "Alas, alas, for the great city corrupted the earth with her 

that was clothed in fine linen, in fornication, 
purple and scarlet, and he has avenged on her the blood 

bedecked with gold, with jewels, and of his servants." 
with pearls! 3 Once more they cried, 

17 In one hour all this wealth has been "Hallelujah! The smoke from her 
laid waste." goes up for ever and ever." 

And all shipmasters and seafaring 4And the twenty-four elders and the 
men, sailors and all whose trade is on four living creatures fell down and 
the sea, stood far off 18 and cried out worshiped God who is seated on the 
as they saw the smoke of her burning, throne, saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!" 

"What city was like the great city?" 5And from the throne came a voice 
19And they threw dust on their heads, crying, 
as they wept and mourned, crying out, "Praise our God, all you his servants, 

"Alas, alas, for the great city you who fear him, small and great." 
where all who had ships at sea grew 6 Then I heard what seemed to be the 

rich by her wealth! voice of a great multitude, like the 
In one hour she has been laid waste. sound of many waters and like the 

20 Rejoice over her, 0 heaven, sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying, 
0 saints and apostles and prophets, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
for God has given judgment for you the Almighty reigns. 

against her!" 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him 
21 Then a mighty angel took up a the glory, 

stone like a great millstone and threw for the marriage of the Lamb has 
it into the sea, saying, come, 

"So shall Babylon the great city be and his Bride has made herself ready; 
thrown down with violence, B it was granted her to be clothed with 

and shall be found no more; fine linen, bright and pure"-
22 and the sound of harpers and min- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds 

strels, of flute players and of the saints. 
trumpeters, 9 And the angel saidl to me, "Write 

shall be heard in thee no more; this: Blessed are those who are invited 
and a craftsman of any craft to the marriage supper of the Lamb." 

shall be found in thee no more; And he said to me, "These are true 
and the sound of the millstone words of God." 10 Then I fell down at 

shall be heard in thee no more; his feet to worship him, but he said to 
2; and the light of a lamp me, "You must not do that! I am a 

shall shine in thee no more; fellow servant with you and your 
and the voice of bridegroom and bride brethren who hold the testimony of 

shall be heard in thee no more; Jesus. Worship God." For the testi-
for thy merchants were the great men mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

of the earth, 11 Then I saw heaven opened, and 
and all nations were deceived by behold, a white horse! He who sat upon 

thy sorcery. it is called Faithful and True, and in 

I Greek he mid 
18.15: Ezck 27.16, JI. 18.17: Is 23.14; Ezek 27.26-JO. 18.19: Ezek 27.30-34. 18.20: Is 44.23; )er 51.48. 
18.21: )er 51.61; Ezek 26.21. 18.22: Is 24.8; Ezek 26.13. 18.2:1: )er 25.IO. 18.24: )er 51.49. 
19.2: Deut 32.43. 19.3: Is 34.IO. 19.5: Ps 115.13. 19.7: Ps 118.24. 19.11: Ezck I.I. 
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righteousness he judges and makes war. 
12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
on his head are many diadems; and he 
has a name inscribed which no one 
knows but himself. IJ He is clad in a 
robe dipped in"' blood, and the name 
by which he is called is The Word of 
God. 14And the armies of heaven, 
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, 
followed him on white horses. 15 From 
his mouth issues a sharp sword with 
which to smite the nations, and he will 
rule them with a rod of iron; he will 
tread the wine press of the fury of the 
wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his 
robe and on his thigh he has a name 
inscribed, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

17 Then I saw an angel standing in 
the sun, and with a loud voice he called 
to all the birds that fly in midheaven, 
"Come, gather for the great ~upper of 
God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh 
of captains, the flesh of mighty men, 
the flesh of horses and their riders, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and slave, 
both small and great." 19 And I saw the 
beast and the kings of the earth with 
their annies gathered to make war 
against him who sits upon the horse and 
against his army. 20And the beast was 
captured, and with it the false prophet 
who in its presence had worked the 
signs by which he deceived those who 
had received the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped its image. These 
two were thrown alive into the lake of 
fire that burns with sulphur. 21 And 
the rest were slain by the sword of him 
who sits upon the horse, the sword that 
issues from his mouth; and all the birds 
were gorged with their flesh. 

20 Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, holding in 

his hand the key of the bottomless pit 
and a great chain. 2And he seized the 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years, .l and threw him into 
the pit, and shut it and sealed it over 
him, that he should deceive the nations 
no more, till the thousand years were 
ended. After that he must be loosed for 
a little while. 
m Other ancient authorities read -~Prinklcd wirh 

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on 
them were those to whom judgment 
was committed. Also I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded for their 
testimony to Jesus and for the word of 
God, and who had not worshiped the 
beast or its image and had not received 
its mark on their foreheads or their 
hands. They came to life, and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. 5 The 
rest of the dead did not come to life 
until the thousand years were ended. 
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed 
and holy is he who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second 
death has no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and they 
shall reign with him a thousand years. 

7 And when the thousand years are 
ended, Satan will be loosed from his 
prison 8 and will come out to deceive 
the nations which are at the four corners 
of the earth, that is, Gog and Magog, 
to gather them for battle; their number 
is like the sand of the sea. 9And they 
marched up over the broad earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city; but fire came down 
from heaven" and consumed them, 
10 and the devil who had deceived them 
was thrown into the lake of fire and 
sulphur where the beast and the false 
prophet were, and they will be tor
mented day and night for ever and 
ever. 

11 Then I saw a great white throne 
and him who sat upon it; from his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and 
no place was found for them. 12And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were 
opened. Also another book was opened, 
which is the book of life. And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the 
books, by what they had done. DAnd 
the sea gave up the dead in it, Death 
and Hades gave up the dead in them, 
and all were judged by what they had 
done. 14 Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire; 15 and if 
any one's name was not found written 
in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire. 

11 Other ancient authorities read from God, our of hcm•m, or out of hca'vm from God 
19.12: Dan 106. 19.15: Ps 2.9. 
19.16: Dcut I0.17; Dan 2.47. 19.17: Ezck 39.4, 17-20. 
20.4: Dan 7.9, 22, 27. 20.8: Ezek 38.2, 9, 15. 20.9: 2 Kings 1.10-12. 20.11-12: Dan 7.9-10. 
20.15: Rev 3. 5. 
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21 Then I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth; for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband; 3 and 
I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Behold, the dwelling of God 
is with men. He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people," 
and God himself will be with them;" 
4 he will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning nor 
crying nor pain any more, for the 
former things have passed away." 

5 And he who sat upon the throne 
said, "Behold, I make all things new." 
Also he said, "Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true." 6And 
he said to me, "It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
from the fountain of the water of life 
without payment. 7 He who conquers 
shall have this heritage, and I will be 
his God and he shall be my son. 8 But 
as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 
polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
lot shall be in the lake that bums with 
fire and sulphur, which is the second 
death." 

9 Then came one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls full of the 
seven last plagues, and spoke to me, 
saying, "Come, I will show you the 
Bride, the wife of the Lamb." IOAnd in 
the Spirit he carried me away to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down 
out of heaven from God, 11 having the 
glory of God, its radiance like a most 
rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 
12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of the twelve 
tribes of the sons of Israel were in
scribed; B on the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three 
gates, and on the west three gates. 
14And the wall of the city had twelve 

foundations, and on them the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. 

15 And he who talked to me had a 
measuring rod of gold to measure the 
city and its gates and walls. 16 The city 
lies foursquare, its length the same as 
its breadth; and he measured the city 
with his rod, twelve thousand stadia;'' 
its length and breadth and height are 
equal. 17 He also measured its wall, a 
hundred and forty-four cubits by a 
man's measure, that is, an angel's. 
18 The wall was built of jasper, while 
the city was pure gold, clear as glass. 
19 The foundations of the wall of the 
city were adorned with every jewel; the 
first was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 
20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, 
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, 
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 
the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth ame
thyst. 21And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls, each of the gates made 
of a single pearl, and the street of the 
city was pure gold, transparent as 
glass. 

22 And I saw no temple in the city, 
for its temple is the Lord God the Al
mighty and the Lamb. 23And the city 
has no need of sun or moon to shine 
upon it, for the glory of God is its light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light 
shall the nations walk; and the kings of 
the earth shall bring their glory into it, 
25 and its gates shall never be shut by 
day-and there shall be no night there; 
26 they shall bring into it the glory and 
the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing 
unclean shall enter it, nor any one who 
practices abomination or falsehood, but 
only those who are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. 

22 Then he showed me .the river 
of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb 2 through the middle 
of the street of the city; also, on either 
side of the river, the tree of life' with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
each month; and the leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. 

0 Other ancient authorities read people.~ JJ Other ancient authorities add and be their God 
q About fifteen hundred miles 
T Or the Lamb. In rhe midst of the ~trcet of che clly, and on either side of the river, was the tn:c of life, etc. 
21.1: Is 66.22. 21.2: Rev 3.12. 21.3: Ezek 37.27. 21.4: Is 2S.8; 3S.IO. 21.5: Is 43.19. 21.8: Is SS.I. 
21.7: l's 89.27-28. 21.8: Is 10.33. 21.10: Ezek 402. 21.12: Ezck 48.30-3S; Ex 28.21. 21.15: Ezck 40.5. 
21.19: Is S4.ll-12. 21.23: Is 24.23; 60.1, 19. 21.25: Is 60.11. 21.27: Is S2.I; Rev 3.S. 
22.2: Gen 2.9. 



REVELATION 22 242 Be!{inning and end 
l There shall no more be anything 
accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants 
shall worship him; 4 they shall see his 
face, and his name shall be on their 
foreheads. 5And night shall be no more; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord God will be their light, and 
they shall reign for ever and ever. 

6 And he said to me, "These words 
are trustworthy and true. And the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of the 
prophets, has sent his angel to show his 
servants what must soon take place. 
7And behold, I am coming soon." 

Blessed is he who keeps the words of 
the prophecy of this book. 

8 I John am he who heard and saw 
these things. And when I heard and saw 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet 
of the angel who showed them to me; 
9 but he said to me, "You must not do 
that! I am a fellow servant with you 
and your brethren the prophets, and 
with those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God." 

10 And he said to me, "Do not seal 
up the words of the prophecy of this 
book, for the time is near. 11 Let the 
evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still 
be filthy, and the righteous still do right, 
and the holy still be holy." 

12 "Behold, I am coming soon, 

11 Other ancient authorities read do hu commandmmtJ 

bringing my recompense, to repay 
every one for what he has done. 13 I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end." 

14 Blessed are those who wash their 
robes,' that they may have the right to 
the tree of life and that they may enter 
the city by the gates. lo Outside are the 
dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and 
murderers and idolaters, and e\·ery one 
who loves and practices falsehood. 

16 "I Jesus have sent my angel to you 
with this testimony for the churches. 
I am the root and the offspring of 
David, the bright morning star." 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, 
"Come." And let him who hears say, 
"Come." And let him who is thirsty 
come, let him who desires take the 
water of life without price. 

18 I warn every one who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: if 
any one adds to them, God will add to 
him the plagues described in this book, 
19 and if any one takes away from the 
words of the book ofthis prophecy, God 
will take away his share in the tree of 
life and in the holy city, which are 
described in this book. 

20 He who testifies to these things 
says, "Surely I am coming soon." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with all the saints.' Amen. 

t Other ancient authorities omit all; others om.it the sainrs 
22.3: Zech 14.11. 22.4: Ps 17.15. 22.11: Dan 12.10. 22.12: Is 40.10; ]er 17.10. 
22.13: Is 44.6; 48.12. 22.14: Gen 2.9; 3.22. 22.18: Is I I.I, 10. 22.17: Is 55.1. 22.21: 2 The<s 3.18. 
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